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HoHDAT,  Ibrdi  18, 1886. 
Amendment  iif  CvmMlta^m. 
The  Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  KoDov- 
m,  neolved  itsdf  Into  a  Oonmi{ttee  of  the 
Thole,  Mr.  HoLaio,  of  Delaware,  tn  the 
chur,  on  the  resolutions  for  the  amendment 
trf"  the  oonatitation. 

ICr.  Brtah  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows; 

Mr.  ChMrman :  I  regret  that,  to  the  other 
disadvantagee  xmder  which  I  lahor  in  address- 
ing the  committee  in  this  stage  of  the  debate, 
that  of  bodily  indis|><^tion  should  be  added ; 
hot  as  I  have  the  privilege  of  the  floor  to-day, 
I  am  determined  to  exercise  it. 

I  am  not  desirous  to  impose  upon  this  com- 
mittee  a  general  ess^  apon  the  constitntion ; 
hot  I  confeaa.  sir,  I  am  solicitons  to  explain 
&e  reasons  of  my  vote,  and  wUling  to  assame 
an  the  jnst  responsibilities  of  my  station.  In 
doing  this,  as  brieSy  as  I  can,  T  may  he  permit- 
ted to  regret  my  political  inexperience,  and 
want  of  constitntional  learning ;  bnt,  sir,  I  de- 
rive some  consolation  from  the  lielief,  that,  if  I 
am  inexperienced,  I  am  also  unprejudiced.  I 
have  not  been  reu^  at  the  feet  of  any  politi- 
cal Gamaliel ;  my  opinions  of  men  and  meas- 
ures, erroneous  though  they  may  be,  are  my 
own ;  they  have  not  been  assnmed  by  compact, 
and  t^ierefore,  sir,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
correct  and  amend  them  as  experience  may  dic- 
tate. Upon  the  snl^ect  of  this  constitnttonal 
Rfmnmon,  I  have  earnestly  raideaTored  to  dis- 
oover  the  true  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
toti<Hi,  and  am  sincerely  dedrons  to  carry  tiiese 
mto  fun  and  complete  effect.  God  forbid  that 
I  should  ever  be  so  weak  or  so  wicked  as  to 
£splaoe  one  stone  of  this  hallowed  temple 
where  liberty  delights  to  dwell,  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  secure  her  permanent  abode. 
I  most  solemnly  assure  the  committee,  that,  if 
I  could  be  imi>eUed  by  other  motives — more 
eqjiedally,  dr,  if  I  ahonld  attempt  to  nnfix  a 


column  to  promote  party  views  or  individaal 
aggrandizement,  I  should  deem  myself  an  imi- 
tator — ^yes,  sir,  a  bumble  imitator  of  the 
wretch  who  applied  the  torch  of  destruction  to 
the  Ephedan  tonple  to  an  execrable  imr 
mortality. 

It  would  be  a  vain  regret,  sir,  to  express  my 
sorrow,  that  I  cannot  spread  before  the  com- 
mittee the  rich  classical  repast  with  which  they 
have  been  so  stmiptuously  regaled  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Ever- 
ett.) It  has  not  been  my  lot,  like'him,  to  breathe 
the  inspiring  zephyrs  of  the  land  of  Homer ;  I 
have  not  bad  my  imagination  fired,  and  my  heart 
exhilarated  and  ennobled  by  treading  the  plains 
of  Marathon  and  Platoa;  I  have  not  mused 
amid  the  ruins  of  Atheos,  and  gathered  lessons 
of  political  wisdom  tnm  the  nlent,  but  impres- 
sive memorials  of  her  departed  greatness ;  nor 
has  fUr  science,  "  rich  with  the  spoils  of  time," 
unfolded  to  me  those  secret  treasures  which  she 
could  not  conceal  from  that  honorable  gentle- 
man. 

I  come  not  here,  sir,  from  the  Lyceum  or  the 
Portico ;  I  come,  sir,  from  the  court-yards  and 
cotton-fields  of  North  Carolina ;  and  I  come, 
sir,  to  proclaim  the  wishes  and  assert  the  rights 
of  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
My  life,  sir,  has  been  spent  among  the  people 
of  my  native  State ;  the  most  valued  part  of 
my  political  information  has  been  derived  from 
association  and  converse  with  my  fellow-citi- 
zens. Z  know  their  wants,  and  I  /eel  them  too ; 
I  know,  sir,  that  they  wish  to  participate  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union, 
and  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
mode  of  expres^g  their  voice — if  expression  it 
may  be  called. 

In  endeavoring  to  reply  to  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
I  hope  be  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  do  so  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  respect.  I 
should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings  were  I 
to  act  otherwise;       idthoogh  I  difi^  from 
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him  materially  on  some  points,  yet,  when  I  can 
agree  with  Lira,  I  do  so  with  lively  satisfaction. 
He  has  told  ns,  su-,  that  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional to  make  these  amendments.  tJnoonsti- 
tutional  1  sir.  This  assertion  is  cert^nly  con- 
tradictory to  experience — to  the  constitution 
itself ;  and  the  argument  seems  to  move  in  a 
circle.  We  know,  sir,  that  amendments  have 
been  made ;  that  one  of  these,  the  amendment 
of  1804,  by  confining  the  choice  of  the  States, 
when  the  election  devolves  upon  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  to  three,  instead  of  the  five 
hi^eat  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  by  the 
electors,  has  made  a  material  change ;  it  im- 
paired too,  sir,  a  federative  power,  and  in- 
creased a  popular  one.  Suppose,  sir,  that  it 
should  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  General  Glov- 
emment  powers  which  an  emergency  m^ht 
render  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  Un- 
ion. Oases  might  occur  which  I  do  not  even 
wish  to  imagine.  Must  these  powers  be  nsurped 
at  the  hazard  of  revolution  and  bloodshed? 
Must  we  sit  here  like  the  Koman  Senate — (qui- 
etly fold  our  arms,  and  await  our  destruction 
with  dignity  ?  or  mnst  we  not  rather  apply  for 
these  powers  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
constitution )  Onr  ancestors  well  knew  that 
they  could  not  pierce  the  veil  of  fhturity,  and 
provide  for  events  beyond  the  ken  of  mortal 
wisdom.  They  provided  a  remedy^  sir,  for  evils 
which  might  be  disclosed  by  experience  and 
practice ;  and  they  provided  a  security  against 
amendments  proposed  from  *'  light  and  tran- 
sient causes  "  by  ttio  mode  in  which  alone  they 
can  bo  effected.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  sought  to  draw  an  argument 
in  support  of  his  position  from  the  proviso  of 
the  mth  article  of  the  constitution,  that  no 
amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the 
year  1808,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first 
and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article ;  and  that  no  State,  without  its  con- 
sent, shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in 
the  Senate."  Now,  sir,  to  my  mind,  this  clause, 
so  far  from  helping  his  argument,  militates 
most  strongly  against  it ;  it  indicates,  to  my 
nnderatanding,  that  this  special  exception  was 
necessary  to  exempt  from  amendment,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  men- 
tioned in  it,  and  to  confine  any  amendment  of 
the  federative  feature  in  the  Senate,  which  should 
deprive  a  State  of  its  equal  right,  to  tlie  special 
case  of  the  States  consenting  to  it.  I  should, 
therefore,  sir,  most  strongly  infer,  aocordlDg  to 
a  very  old  and  sound  rule  of  contraction,  that 
the  power  of  amendment  in  other  cases,  was  to 
be  inferred.  Self-preservation  is  the  primary 
law  of  societies,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  and, 
if  necessary,  we  must  act  upon  it 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts seems  to  think  tliat  the  powers  of  the 
President  have  been  greatly  magnified  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
DuFFiE  ;)  he  deems  them  very  limited,  and  not 
the  proper  object  of  much  jealousy.  I  can  as- 
sure him,  sir,  that  he  thiiUts  very  differently 
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from  the  fathers  of  the  rerolntion,  and  the 
framers  of  this  oonstitation.  and  the  States  who 
adopted  it.   The  powers  of  this  executive  chief 
excited  very  lively  apprehenrfons  in  the  bosoms 
of  some  of  the  purest  and  wisest  of  oar  fore- 
fathers.  Some  thought  they  had  an  "  awftd 
squinting  "  at  monarchy — they  imagined  that 
they  comd  discern  "  the  diadem  sparkling  on 
his  brow,  and  the  imperial  purple  flowing  in 
his  train."  ,  And  how,  sir,  did  the  advocates  of 
the  constitution  endeavor  to  lull  these  appre- 
hensions t   Not,  sir,  as  that  honorable  gentle- 
man has  done,  by  endeavoring  to  persuade  the 
people  that  his  powers  were  not  great;  bnt 
that  they  were  necessary  to  give  proper  consist- 
ency and  strength  to  the  system — that  he  wa» 
properly  checked  by  the  other  departments — 
that  he  was  elected  for  short  periods,  and  liable 
to  impeachment — but,  above  all,  that  he  was 
dependent  upon  the  people.   Let  us  examine, 
sir,  a  few  of  his  constitutional  attributes.  He 
is  the  representative  of  his  country,  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.   Ho  oripnates  treaties, 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  confirms 
them ;  and  they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.   It  is  his  prercwative  to  receive  ambassa- 
dors, and  with  the  advice  of  tiie  Senate,  to  send 
them.  He  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States.   His  qaalified 
veto  gives  him  an  important  agency  in  lazida- 
tion  itself.   He  can  elevate  to  offices  of  the 
greatest  dignity  and  emolument.  His  patronage 
embraces  die  distribution  of  millions.    He  ope- 
rates upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  thonsands. 
Although  he  has  not  the  constitutional  power 
of  making  war,  yet  by  means  of  his  other  pow- 
ers he  can  at  any  time  place  his  country  in  a  bel- 
li{^crent  state.   Suppose  he  should  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  British  or  French  unbassador,  or  send 
bun  home  with  contumely  and  insult  Suppose, 
under  the  act  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  he  should  order  onr  craisers  to  c^ture 
vessels  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  npon  some  un- 
founded suspicions.   Indeed,  sir,  many  cases 
might  be  supposed,  when,  by  an  undue  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  he  might  draw  npon 
us  the  anger  of  a  foreign  nation.   But,  says 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetta, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  can  elevate  to  the 
peerage  the  humblest  individual,  and  ennoble 
him  and  his  posterity.   Indeed,  sir,  he  seemed 
to  describe  the  dazzling  honors  of  a  coronet 
with  so  much  rapture,  that  those  who  did  not 
know  him  might  have  snspeoted  that,  during 
his  reddenee  abroad,  he  had  conceived  an  affeo- 
tion  for  what  Chatham  could  not  refuse. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  brief  examination,  sir, 
lost  I  should  be  mistaken,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say,  that,  although  I  believe  the  powers  of 
tJie  President  to  be  great,  yet  I  believe 
them  to  bo  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Re- 
public. "What  the  jealous  statesmen  of  the  rev- 
olution, with  "Washington  at  their  bead,  have 
given,  I  will  not  presume  to  impair.  The  stress 
or  intent  of  my  argument,  sir,  is  to  show,  that 
the  greater  power,  the  ^%ater  necessity  that 
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the  due  dependency  on  the  people  shoold  be 
preeerred. 

I  win  admit,  rir,  that,  before  any  amendment 
is  ■d<q>tedf  its  adaptation  to  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  the  GOTemment  ooght  to  be  satisfactorily 
asoertuned ;  for  it  is  obvions  that  maxims  and 
poetical  reasons,  which  wonld  jnstlj  be  entitled 
to  great  weight  when  applied  to  a  consolidat* 
ed  Govenunent,  one  and  indivisible,  SQch  as 
Britain,  or  any  of  the  ancient  Republics,  would 
be  in^plioable  to  a  Government  compoonded 
as  OUTS  is,  of  national  and  federative  features. 
They  too  often  serve  to  create  false  analogies, 
and  lead  as  astray  from  tiie  true  points  of  in> 
quiry.  The  checks  and  balances  of  the  Brit- 
ish Constitution  are  contrived  and  intended  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mona,  who  are  all  integral  parts  of  the  same 
State— different  classes  of  the  same  political  so- 
ciety. The  checks  and  balances  of  our  consti- 
tution are  Intended  to  protect  the  Union,  the 
Btatet,  and  the  people.  The  States,  according 
to  the  theory  of  our  constitution,  are  independ- 
ent members  of  a  Confederacy,  and  are,  thom- 
aelvea,  in  many  respects^  sovereign.  We  must, 
therefore,  always  keep  in  our  mind's  eye,  this 
leading  and  animating  principle,  when  we  ml 
in  judgment  npon  this  great  work  of  our  fa- 
tiiers.  In  all  human  affiurs,  '*self-love,  thespring 
<^  action,  moves  the  souL"  This  principle  is 
ever  active  and  vigilant,  and  may  be  relied 
^prai  as  a  futhflil  sentinel  for  its  own  preserva- 

The  framers  of  the  eonstltntion  well  knew 
that  the  States  were  the  best  guardians  of  State 
rights — the  people  of  popular  rights;  it  was 
ouy  necessary,  therefore,  to  j^re  tiiem,  respec- 
tively, in  this  form  of  government,  adequate 
power,  and  their  self-love  and  interest  might  be 
relied  npon,  for  their  exercise  and  preserva- 
tion :  if  this  could  be  done,  and  the  politick 
machine  which  was  to  he  moved  by  these  pow- 
ers so  adjusted,  that  they  shonld  have  a  har- 
mffliioos  and  salutary  action,  the  grand  object 
of  an  goremment  was  attuned — they  had  uien 
a  self-creating  political  movement^  whose  ob- 
ject was  the  hawiness  of  the  governed.  It 
woold  be  coUatenu,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  pres- 
ent inquiry,  and  woidd  also  be  presnmptnous  in 
me  to  attempt  to  point  oat  to  the  committee 
the  many  indications  of  those  mixed  principles. 
The  subject  before  us  regards  solely  the  consti- 
tntion  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
'Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  should  lose 
Dght  of  these  controlling  principles  in  the  mode 
of  appointing  this  great  officer — the  Executive 
Chief  of  the  confederated  Republic — whose 
constitutional  action  was  to  have  so  important, 
80  pervading  an  influence  in  the  character  of 
the  Government — the  policy  and  the  destiny  <tf 
the  nation  f  Ko,  sir,  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
UK  has  it  so  occurred.  The  constitntion  de- 
dans that  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  snch 
manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
nambcr  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
Senators  and  Bepreseutatives  to  which  the 


[H.  OF  R. 

State  may  be  entitied  in  Congress,"  &c.  It 
then  proceeds  to  direct  that  they  shall  meet  in 
their  respective  States,  and  haUot  for  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  point  ont  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  dwstion  by  the  Electoral  Col- 
leges. 

It  seems  to  me,  JSt.  Chmrman,  that  the  con- 
stitution here,  hy  the  word  State,"  means  the 
Commonwcaltli — the  political  society — the  peo- 
ple, or  at  least  that  portion  of  them  who  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise ;  and  therefore,  that 
whenever  the  State  Legislatures  have  exercised 
the  power  of  appointing  the  electors,  instead  of 
simply  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  State 
should  appoint  them,  they  have  violated  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  wonld  have  been  very 
easy,  if  the  power  was  intended  to  be  given  to 
the  Legislatnres,  to  have  used  expressions  plain- 
ly indicative  of  such  an  intent — and  the  mfer- 
ence  that  they  wonld  have  done  so,  is  rendered 
to  my  mind  irresistible,  by  recorring  to  the  first 
clause  of  the  third  section,  which  prescribes  the 
mode  of  electing  Senators.  The  expression 
there  is,  '*  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  tks  Legulalure  thereof,"  &c.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
second  from  tiiat  State  who  spoke  in  this  de- 
bate, (Mr.  Stevknsos,)  contends,  and  his  argu- 
ment is  supported  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  immediately  preceded  me,  (Mr.  Evebett,) 
that  it  ia  not  only  constitntionnl  for  the  Lefpsla- 
tures  to  exercise  this  power  of  appointing  the 
electors,  but  that  it  was  even  expected  they 
wotdd  do  so.  Sir,  I  do  most  conscientioasly 
differ  from  these  gentiemen,  and  I  will  endea- 
vor, by  the  indulgence  CMf  the  committee,  to  show 
that,  if  the  contemporary  exposition  of  this  part 
of  the  constitution,  by  its  advocates,  is  to  be 
relied  npon,  that  it  was  not  so  understood  and 
explained.  If  Hamilton  and  Madison,  com- 
bined, and  agreeing  npon  this  point,  are  enti- 
tled to  credit  it  was  intended  that  the  peopU 
should  exercise  this  power  of  appointment. 

I  refer,  sir,  to  the  "  Federalist,"  a  series  of 
essays  written  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Ja^,  for 
the  purpose  of  explaining  and  recommending  it 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
is  now  resorted  to,  by  all  parties,  as  the  ablest 
and  most  authoritative  exposition  of  its  true  in- 
tent and  meaning.  In  No.  LXVIII.,  Hamilton, 
speaking  of  the  mode  of  electine  the  President, 
says,  "  It  was  desirable  that  the  sense  of  the 
people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  so  important  a  tmst  was  to  be 
confided.  This  end  will  be  answered  by  com- 
mitting the  right  of  making  it,  not  to  any  pre- 
established  b^y,  but  to  men  (electors)  ehoaen 
2y  thepeople,  for  the  special  purpose,  and  at  the 
partionlar  coi^uncture."  "  A  small  number  of 
persons  (electors)  eh«aen  hjf  their  JkUoa-eitUenM 
from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requi- 
site to  so  complicated  an  investif;ation."  The 
langnage  of  lu.  Ma^aon,  in  the  Convention  of 
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Virginia,  which  asaemhled  m  1T88,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  consideriQg  whether  thev  ahonld  adopt 
this  coDstitutioD,  is  equally,  or  more,  clear  and 
explicit.  Instead  of  the  people's  voting  imme- 
diately for  President,  which  he  thought  the 
population  and  extent  of  our  territory  might 
render  impracticable :  "  instead  of  this,  (imme- 
diate suffrage,)  tJie  people  choose  the  electota — 
this  can  be  done  with  ease  and  convenience, 
and  cAo-ica  will  be  more  select."  If  we  ex- 
amine the  debates  of  this  Convention,  we.shall 
find  that  it  was  so  understood,  also,  by  those 
who  opposed  the  constitution.  This  meaoing 
was  assnmed  as  the  basis  of  argument  on  both 
rides ;  and,  if  we  reflect  a  moment  on  the  vei^ 
many  able  men  who  sat  in  that  Convention,  it 
would  be  most  violent  presumption  to  say,  they 
were  mistaken,  with  all  their  t^ents  and  aU 
their  lights. 

If  we  assume,  then,  that  this  was  the  inten- 
tion of  l^e  constitution,  let  us  see  what  has 
been  its  operation.  Have  the  people  chosen 
tiie  electors  ?  I  ask  this  question,  Hr.  Chair- 
man, in  the  name  of  my  constitaents,  and  I 
wish  an  ezplioit  answer.  From  tiie  omission 
Sn  the  constitntioD  to  presoribe  a  specific  mode, 
(which  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  if  my 
strength  will  permit,  was  done  intentionally  and 
wisely,) — from  thisomlssioDjIsay,  sir,  agreatlat- 
itude  of  construction,  and  a  great  diversity  of 
practice,  has  originated.  InsomeStatestheLeg- 
islatures  appoint — in  some  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem prevails — in  some  few  the  district  system 
—■and  in  others  a  compound  of  some  two  or  all 
of  these  modes.  My  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDtrPFis.)  has  depicted 
the  mischiefs  of  this  confused  and  unsetUed  sys- 
tem, in  such  strong  and  glowing  colors,  that  I 
cannot  presnme  to  add  any  thing  to  their  effect 
It  is  trae,  sir,  that,  by  tiie  present  mode,  com- 
binations may  be,  and  have  been,  formed, 
which  have  prevented  a  fair  expression  of  the 
popular  will.  The  people  are  called  npon  to 
vote  a  ticket,  (under  the  general  ticket  system,) 
containing  15,  24,  or  86  names — to  vote  for,  to 
ehoose  persons,  of  whom  they  may  never  have 
heard  before — of  whose  qualifications  they  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  judging — whose 
integrity  has  never  been  tested— ^d  if  this 
ticket  had  dropped  from  the  clouds,  they 
must  take  it  or  lose  their  vote.  Call  yon  this 
choice,  sir  ?  I  have  always  thought,  sir,  that 
choice  involved  selection  of  one  or  more  from 
others—"  from  the  general  mass  " — that  it  in- 
volved knowledge,  comparison,  voluntary  pref- 
erence, and  was  a  right  of  more  or  less  valae, 
according  to  the  importance  of  its  object. 
What  temptation  and  opportunity  is  presented 
by  'this  system,  for  intrigue  and  management  I 
What  apathy  and  indifference  are  manifested 
by  the  people,  for  such  a  feeble  and  dubious  ex- 
ercise of  this  great  constitutional  privilege  1 
Even  under  fhe  excitement  of  the  late  election, 
how  many  neglected  the  exercise  of  this  right  1 
And,  should  it  not  be,  sir,  the  policy  of  every 
wise  Government  to  interest  its  citizens  in  its 


organization  ?  Under  the  present  system,  how 
many  worthy  citizens  remain  at  home,  under 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  the  conviction  that 
they  can  do  no  good — that  the  election  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  canning  few,  and  that  it  is  a 
mere  mockery  for  them  singly — without  con- 
cert; without  the  animation  derived  from  a 

Srospeot  c£  snocess,  to  pretend  to  withstand  the 
isciplined  cohorts  opposed  to  them.  This  leth- 
argy is  almost  worse  than  faction  itself.  It  is 
more  secret — more  insidious  in  its  approaches. 
It  disguises  itself  under  the  name  of  modera- 
tion, and  aversion  to  debate  and  strife,  when  It 
too  often  ]^roceeds  from  a  criminal  indifference 
to  those  rights  which  oar  ancestors  bled  and 
died  to  secure.  They  are  men  of  busnesa — 
they  can't  lose  the  chance  of  taming  a  penny 
to  promote  any  public  measure.  It  would  seem, 
sir,  as  if  some  of  them  had  taken,  in  earnest,  the 
sarcastic  advice  of  the  Roman  satirist — 

**  Virtus  poet  amnnuM." 

Let  any  man  look  abroad— through  the  Un- 
ion, I  mean,  and  deny,  if  he  can,  that  this  is  a 
faithfiQ  picture.  Bnrely,  sir^  it  requires  no  pro- 
phetic voice  to  warn  ns  against  so  dangerous  a 
delusion.  Surely,  sir,  we  will  spare  a  bttie  time 
to  listeu  to  the  "Farewell  Address"  of  the 
Father  of  his  Conntry. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show 
the  existence  of  an  evil  unless  it  can  be  reme- 
died, either  wholly  or  partially — but,  I  insist, 
sir,  that  the  adoption  of  the  District  System,  as 
proposed  by  the  good  old  State  I  have  the  hon- 
or, m  part,  to  represent,  so  inadequately — and  a 
direct  vote,  in  Districts,  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  will  cure  the  most  alarming  of  these 
evils.  The  constitation,  by  interpodug  the 
electoral  colleges,  undoubtedly  intended  that 
they  shoald  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  the 
choice  of  a  President— they  wore  **  to  analyze 
his  qualiflcations,  ani  jndicionsly  combine  mo- 
tives of  choice."  Fed.  No.  68.  But,  sir,  the 
people  of  this  conntry,  as  has  been  shown  in 
this  debate,  and  elsewhere,  have  not  been  con- 
tent with  simply  the  right  of  originating  the 
colleges,  even  when  committed  to  them  by 
their  State  Legislatures — they  have  always  re- 
quired a  pledge,  or  some  evidence,  of  the  elec- 
tor or  electors,  for  whom  they  intended  to  give 
their  ultimate  vote,  before  they  would  give 
their  vote  to  him  or  them.  Here,  then,  sir, 
the  intention  of  the  constitution  has  been  man* 
ifesUy  defeated — this  seems  to  be  a  case  in 
which  experience  suggests  amendment.  The 
people,  sir,  although  tboy  will  hear  ailment 
and  reason,  yet  will  finally  .iudge  for  them- 
selves. But  even  here  I  would  lay  my  hands 
on  this  venerated  instrument  with  great  reluc- 
tance. The  pure  and  enlightened  views  of  its 
framers  plead  strongly  in  its  behalf;  and  al- 
though we  may  not  now  discover  the  evils 
which  may  result  from  the  change,  yet  time 
— time  and  casualty  may  disclose  them.  But, 
sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  design  of  its  framers  has 
been  defeated,  I  would  hazud  this  amendmoit. 
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It  would  have,  sir,  I  think,  the  efifect  of  rous- 
ing the  people  from  their  torpid  qaietiam ;  it 
-will  make  them  feel  that  their  voice  is  heard — 
that  their  vote  is  felt ;  and  the  voting  directly 
and  immediately  for  the  man  of  their  choice, 
irill  of  itself  be  prodnctiTe  of  a  lively  satisCao- 
tkMU    They  will  then  know  that  their  vote  is 
given  as  tfaej  wished  it  should  be,  and  is  be- 
Tond  the  control  of  any  political  legerdemain. 
Tbey  will  not  be  agitated  by  the  merits  of  the 
UBwenl  electoral  candidates,  bnt  their  eye  will 
wptma  singly  on  the  man  of  their  ultimate  choice. 
I  nnderstaod  a  case  has  occnrred  in  Maryland, 
where  there  were  two  electoral  candidates  for 
the  same  Presidential  candidate,  and  one  for 
another  Presidential  candidate,  and,  althongh 
the  district  gave  a  large  mnjority  for  the  Pres- 
identtal  candidate  who  had  two  friends  as  elec- 
toral oandidatea,  yet  the  third  candidate  oh- 
tuned  the  greatest  plnrality,  and  thus  the  vote 
of  the  district  was  given  to  that  candidate  for 
ttie  Presidmcy,  agtunst  whom  there  was  a 
large  tnigority.   This  cannot  happen  when  the 
people  vote  directly  for  the  PrBsident.  An 
honorable  gentleman  from  Hew  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  has  asked  those  who  contend  for  this 
^pres»on  of  the  popular  will  in  this  mode — 
why  not  extend  the  principle?  and  has  allnded 
to  a  species  of  popnlation  which,  without  being 
citizens,  ia  connted  in  estimating  the  ratio  of 
representation  from  the  Sonthem  States.  Sir, 
if  he  had  shown  os  that  this  amendment  wonld 
have  conferred  any  additional  power  on  these 
States,  the  observation  woold  nave  had  some 
bearing ;  or  if  he  had  shown  that  they  wonld 
Lave  derived  any  pecnUar  advantage,  it  wonld 
have  been  more  planribly  introduced  into  de- 
bate ;  but  as  it  is — ^whatever  it  may  be— it  is 
not  an  argument. 

The  honorable  genUeman  from  Virginia,  who 
■poke  first,  (Ur.  Abohxr,)  has  discoursed  with 
madi  State  pride  on  the  freehold — viva  voce 
socage  of  Vu^nia.  He  has  told  ns  that  the 
mode  of  voting  by  ballot  is  a  sneaking  way ; 
that  they  '*  sneak  up  to  the  polls,"  and  that  he 
wonld  exile  himself  if  the  freehold  qualification 
was  abolished  in  Virginia.  Now,  Mr.  ChMr- 
man,  I  have  nnderstood  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  Virginia,  particmarly  in  &e 
West,  are  very  anxious  to  have  their  constitu- 
tion amended,  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise;  bnt,  perhaps,  after 
the  honorable  gentleman's  1}ireat  to  leave  them 
if  they  do,  they  may  desist  I  imagine,  sir, 
ib»t  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  other 
State  to  give  her  citizens  the  same  independ- 
ence aa  Uie  citizens  of  Virginia  have,  by 
adopting  the  same  mode — ^by  making  a  freehold 
necessary  to  vote,  and  by  protecting  that  free- 
hold from  the  payment  of  debts;  they  might 
then,  sir,  be  so  independent  as  not  only  to  tell 
a  candidate  viva  voce,  that  they  would  not  vote 
for  him — but  also  that  they  would  not  pay  him 
a  just  debt — and  that,  too,  "  viva  voce,"  sir. 
But,  sir,  with  the  right  of  suffrage  the  consti- 
totion  baa  landably  omitted  to  interfere ;  nor 


does  this  amendment  seek  to  interfere.  The 
constitntionhas  omitted  it,  dr,  as  I  said,  for  the 

wisest  reasons. 

The  requisites  to  the  rights  of  suffrage  are 
very  different  in  the  different  States,  and  even 
in  a4}oining  States;  in  Vii^inia,  as  we  have 
seen,  none  bnt  f^bolders  can  vote — in  North 
CaroHna,  sir,  it  is  the  birthright  of  every  free- 
man. If,  thereforCj  the  constitution  had  at- 
tempted to  fix  a  oniform  rale  on  this  snbject 
the  strange  anomaly  might  have  been  presented 
of  a  man's  voting  for  the  highest  officer  in  the 
Union,  who  could  not  vote  for  the  lowest 
State  officer.  It  might  also  have  interfered 
materially  with  the  polity  of  a  State.  This 
amendment,  therefore,  sir,  does  not  at  all  inter- 
fere with  State  rights ;  their  quantity  of  power 
remains  the  same :  its  ratio  of  a^ustment  is 
not  disturbed — and  either  with  regard  to  the 
Union,  or  each  other,  they  preserve  the  same 
relative  rights.  It  will  also  prevent  the  array- 
ing of  State  against  State—as  the  supporters  of 
the  President  will  be  diffiised  throt^  the  Un- 
ion ;  unreasonable  jealonsies  will  wa  be  iwe- 
vented,  and  sectional  feelings  and  appeDations, 
against  which  the  Father  of  his  Country  enter- 
tained so  much  apprehension,  will  be  deprived 
of  one  of  their  most  powerfully  exciting  causes, 
and  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  any  citi- 
zen of  any  State,  with  an  American  feeling, 
would  not  greatly  prefer  that  the  candidate  of 
his  choice  should  be  President,  than  that  his 
State  should  give  an  undivided  vote. 

The  proposition  that  the  Senate  should  elect, 
points  clearly  to  the  State  power;  and  this 
qnalifioatioa  being  ret^ned  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  House  of  Represmtatives,  shows 
condosively  that  Uiis  was  a  point  not  to  he 
cmceded.  Indeed,  sir,  the  convention  rqieat* 
edly  decided  agunst  any  mode  by  which  this 
officer  should  be  elected,  without  a  participa- 
tion by  the  States  as  States:  the  plan  finally 
adopted  was  the  result  of  fair  compromisOj  and 
was  much  complained  of  at  the  time,  as  giving 
too  much  influence  to  the  large  States.  Let  ns 
recollect,  too,  sir,  that,  by  the  amendment  of 
1804,  which  I  before  mentioned,  this  State 
right  has  been  considerably  abridged. 

The  power  of  the  House,  as  exercised  in  this 
election,  is  really  the  only  purely  /eeUrative 
feature  that  now  remains.  Tne  Senate  do  not 
vote  by  Statea^  bnt  individually.  But,  sir,  the 
great  argument  relied  on  is  the  liabili^  of  this 
House  to  corruption — ^to  undue  dependency  by 
the  expeotation  of  honors  and  offices.  I  know, 
sir,  that  patronage  addresses  itself  to  some  of 
the  most  powerful  feelings  that  reign  in  the 
human  breast — to  hope,  to  pleasing  hope — that 
passion  which  animates  the  lottery  adventurer, 
and  the  monarch  on  the  embattled  plain ;  to 
the  desire  of  distinction,  from  which  the  wisest 
and  best  are  not  exempt ;  to  ambition,  which, 
however  immoderate^  persuades  itself  tiiat  it  ia 
our  country,  and  not  ourselves,  that  we  serve. 
I  admit,  sir,  that  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  South  Oaroliua,  (Ur. 
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UoDuFm,)  deaerre  great  conBideration ;  bat, 

sir,  they  prove  too  much,  if  any  thing — they 
certainly  prove,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Everett)  lias  shown, 
that  we  OQght  not  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
mighty  powers  of  lepslation,  which  the  con- 
stitntion  has  vested  as  with,  and  which  involve 
the  weal  or  woe,  not  only  of  this  nation,  bat 
perhaps  of  the  world.  I  cannot  see  those 
frightful  omens  which  some  gentlemen  think 
they  can  discover  in  the  political  horizon,  I 
see  no  bulwark  of  the  constitution  broken 
down :  Qm  ramparts  are  entire,  and  the  senti- 
nels, I  tmst,  are  at  their  posts,  I  have  not 
heard  the  tocsin  of  alarm  sounded  by  l^e  State 
legislatures,  nor  have  I  seen  the  fiaming  brand 
P^sed  from  hill  to  hllL 

The  late  Presidential  election  duly  and  con- 
stitutionally devolved  upon  this  House,  and 
was  daly  and  constitutionally  made,  and  every 
good  citizen  is,  I  trust,  disposed  to  judge  *'  all 
those  in  authority  "  by  their  measures. 

But,  sir,  if  the  deformed  features  of  corrup- 
tion have  been  here  manifested,  is  there  no 
mode  of  expelling  the  monster,  but  by  dicing 
np  the  foundatioQs  of  the  coDstttutional  edi- 
fice I  If  the  golden  shower  has  penetrated  the 
massy  walls  ca  the  Capitol,  close  the  avenues ; 
if  we  oaanot  resist  temptation,  let  us  fly  it. 
Let  ns  pass  a  self-denying  ordinance — exclude 
members  from  office.  But  do  not,  sir,  because 
we  are  frulj  disflgore  the  monuments  of  our 
ancestors'  wisdom  and  virtue.  Let  us  rather 
endeavor  to  elevate  ourselves  to  their  standard, 
than  destroy  the  standard  itself  I  have  thus 
endeavored,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  only  to  express 
my  opinion,  but  to  assign  my  reasons.  I  was 
not  disposed  to  shrink  from  responsibility  by 
a  ^ent  vote  for  these  amendmente.  I  feel  a 
oonviotion,  sir,  that  I  have  at  least  endeavored 
to  do  my  duty :  and,  sir,  there  is  no  &eling  I 

Srize  more  highly,  or  would  purchase  more 
early. 

Mr.  Folk  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  effect ; 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  able  and  very  in- 
teresting discussion,  with  which  we  have  been 
favored  upon  the  present  occasion,  but  little 
remuns  to  be  s^d  upon  this  important  subject. 
And  I  should,  mr,  upon  this,  as  I  have  done 
upon  other  occamons,  have  contented  myself  to 
have  given  a  silent  vote,  but  for  the  acknowl- 
edged importance  of  the  great  question  upon 
which  we  now  deliberate,  and  that  I  represent 
here  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this  coan- 
try.  As  their  humble  organ,  I  should  be  cen- 
Borable,  indeed,  not  to  express  their  will  upon 
a  subject  which  is  not  local  in  its  <diaracter ; 
which  does  not  affect,  in  the  decision  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  make,  any  one  State,  or  por- 
tion of  this  union,  to  the  exclusion  of  another ; 
but  upon  a  subject,  in  which  the  whole  people 
of  this  mighty  Confederacy  feel  much  concern. 
Yea,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  conttuned  in  the  resolutions 
upon  your  table,  involve,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 
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question  of  vast  interest  to  the  people  of  this 
country.  They  involve,  sir,  the  question  of 
their  sovereignty.  That  thi»  is  a  Qoft>enaae7i.t 
Ixued  upon  the  will  of  the  Pet^le  ;  that  all 
patcer  emanate*  from  them  ;  and  tfiat  a  major- 
ity should  rule  ;  are,  as  I  conceive,  vital  prin- 
ciples in  this  Government,  never  to  be  sacrif- 
ficed  or  abandoned,  under  any  circnmstonces. 
In  theory,  all  sound  politicians  admit  the  ab- 
stract proportion,  that  the  people  of  this  ooua- 
try  are  sovereign ;  that  they  are  the  source  of 
power ;  and  diat,  in  a  representative  Repnblio 
like  this,  tiie  mjQority  snould  rale,  and  the 
minority  sabmit  These  constitute  the  basis, 
upon  which  rest  all  your  political  institutiono. 
But,  in  practice,  how  does  their  sovereignty 
operate  in  tiie  election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation  I  Are  the  people,  in  fiict,  sov- 
ereign }  Does  the  power  tiiat  elevates  this  dis- 
tinguished individual  to  this  high  station, 
always  emanate  from  them?  Do  a  majority 
always  prevfull  The  history  of  past  events 
answers  the  question.  The  possibility,  much 
leas  the  increased  probability,  that  it  may  be 
otherwise,  ander  the  present  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  atrongly  urges  the  necessity  of 
making  some  amendment  whereby  the  desir- 
able end  may  be  attained,  that  the  individual 
who  is  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  may  be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of 
its  citizens.  But  here,  sir,  I  am  met  at  tho 
threshold,  by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stokbs,)  and  told,  that  it 
never  was  intended,  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  the  people  should  exercise  the 
important  function  of  electing  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  tho  United  States ;  that 
the  popular  principle,  in  relation  to  this  elec- 
tion, was  limited ;  that  it  was  a  mixed  power, 
partaking  oi  the  popular  and  federative  princi- 
ples ;  that  it  was  intended  that  &ere  should  be 
a  great  rallying  point  for  the  States,  in  the 
Uonse  of  Representatives,  when  the  primary 
electors  dould  fail  to  make  a  choice,  and  when 
the  contingency  should  happen,  thf^  the  elec- 
tion ^oulu  devolve  upon  Congress.  If  the 
gentieman  be  right,  in  the  proposition  whicli 
he  has  assumed,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  have 
been  wholly  mistaken,  and  totally  wrong,  in 
my  conceptions  upon  this  subject.  But,  before 
I  attempt  to  answer  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, suffer  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make 
this  general  remark.  Alm<wt  every  gentieman 
who  has  addressed  the  committee  upon  this 
occasion,  (I  believe  I  shonld  not  err  ii  I  were 
to  say  all,)  seem  to  have  viewed  this  subject  as 
though  we  were  about  to  perform  an  onlinary 
act  of  legislation  under  the  constitution;  as 
though  we  were  about  to  enact  an  electoral 
law,  to  carry  the  provisions  into  effect :  and 
not  as  though  we  were  called  upon,  by  the 
propositions  now  before  us,  to  amend  the  fun- 
damental late  of  the  country — the  eonttitution 
itself.  And  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  right  in  his  premises,  as  to  the  intention  of 
that  bright  galaxy  of  statesmen  who  composed 
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the  conTftnUon  of  '87 — Giit  framed  the  consti- 
totion,  (which  I  am  £ar  from  beKeTiDg,  and 
cannot  admit,)  stiU  I  would  maintain,  that, 
after  near  forty  years'  experience  of  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  this  constitution,  it  was 
Boand  policy,  and  important  to  the  Htability, 
duration,  and  harmony  of  the  Union,  to  amend 
the  constitntion,  and  give  this  important  power 
directly  to  tiie  great  body  of  the  American 
p«OT»Ie.  But,  nr,  is  the  gentleman  from  New 
Ton  right?  Waa  it,  as  he  sapposes,  never 
intended  that  the  pe<n>le  of  the  United  States 
Aonld  eleot  the  President?  If;  rir,  I  had  no 
other  argument  to  light  np  my  miau  to  a  cor- 
net  eonclnuon  npon  this  point,  than  those  that 
•re  Intimately  to  be  drawn  from  the  constitn- 
tion itselt  I  should  be  amply  sustained  in  the 
opinions  I  have  formed.  Is  it  reasonable  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  but 
recently  broken  the  chMns  of  their  slavery,  and 
shaken  oflF  a  foreign  yoke — who  were  about  to 
form  for  themselves  a  system,  a  free  sod  re- 
paUican  ejiAem^  of  CK>vemment— is  it  reason- 
able, I  repeat  H,  ^r,  that  they  shonid  have  in- 
tended to  dlsf^ohise  thonselTefl  in  this  Im- 
portant parl^lar — the  election  ot  the  first  offi- 
cer of  the  Republic  ?  What,  sir,  is  their  lan- 
go^e,  in  the  preamble  of  this  constitution? 
"  We,  the  People  of  the  United  State$,'"  &c., 
*•  do  ordain  emd  ettablith  thit  Comtitution  for 
tiu  United  Static  of  America.''''  But  I  will  not 
fatigne  the  committee,  by  reiterating  the  able 
az^menta  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Dbatton,)  drawn  from 
the  constitntion  itself,  npon  this  part  of  the 
Holgect.  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every 
geaitleman,  and  proves  satisfactorily  and  con- 
dosively,  to  my  mind,  that  the  frsmers  of  the 
entstitntion  eontemploted  and  intended,  diat 
the  people  shonldtbe  the  electors  of  Pmident 
and  Vice  President ;  that  they  Viewed  a  reenr- 
rence  of  this  election  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  as  a  remote  possibility,  and  one 
which  would  seldom,  if  ever,  occur.  "We  are 
not,  however,  left  to  ferret  out  their  intention 
by  the  letter,  or  by  the  construction  of  the 
constitntion  alone.  Other  evidences  are  within 
onr  reach.  What  were  the  opinions  of  a  dis- 
tingaished  member  of  that  Convention,  as  con- 
tuned  in  the  writings  of  the  f^eraltBt,  so  fre- 
quently referred  to  in  the  oonrse  of  this  debate 
—what,  sir,  were  the  opinions  of  Alexander 
HamUton  I  With  all  his  anti-demoeratio  prin- 
chrfee,  did  he  contend,  in  the  nnmbers  of  the 
Jnderalitt,  written  by  himself,  and  designed, 
together  with  the  numbers  of  his  able  coadju- 
torsi,  (Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Jay,)  to  furnish  to 
the  Ajnerican  people  a  fair  expontion  of  the 
new  constitution — written  at  that  critical  pe- 
riod, too,  when  this  constitution  was  suspended 
before  the  conventions  of  the  States,  for  ratifi- 
eation  or  rejection  f  Did  he  contend'  that  the 
Preddent  was  not  to  be  elected  by  the  people  ? 
Ko,  sir  I  Whatever  might  have  been  his  own 
kidividnal  opinion  of  what  the  constitution 
wghl  to  ham  heeUf  he  knew  too  well  the  in- 
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tention  of  the  Convention  as  to  what  it  itat. 
In  the  68th  No.  of  that  work,  he  says,  it  was 
desirabfe  that  \h6  sense  of  the  people  should 
be  ascertained  in  this  important  election  ;  that, 
for  this  purpose,  the  election  waa  not  made  to 
depend  on  any  pre-existing  or  pre-established 
body  of  men,  wlio  might  be  tampered  with,  to 
prostitute  their  votes  \  but  the  choice  was  re- 
ferred to  on  immediate  act  of  the  people  of 
America;  and  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
Preridmt  should  he  independoit  ttf  all  others, 
but  the  people^  for  his  election.  I  have  not  the 
number  to  which  I  refer,  before  me,  but  I  state 
it  substantially  correct.  In  the  Convention  in 
Virginia,  to  whom  this  constitution  was  sub- 
mitted, for  ratification  or  rejection,  what  wero 
the  opinions  entertained  by  its  dlstingni^ed 
members  I  Did  they  understand  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  to  elect  the  President  \  No,  sir. 
Governor  Sando^h,  in  answering  an  objection 
which  had  been  made  to  this  part  of  the  con- 
stitntion— that  foreign  influence  would  operate 
in  the  election  of  the  Pttddent— says :  "  The 
electors  must  be  elected  oy  the  people  at  large. 
To  procure  his  re-deetion,  his  mfluenoe  most 
be  eo-extonsive  with  the  Continent ;  and  there 
can  be  no  combination  between  the  electors,  as 
they  elect  him  on  the  same  day  in  every  State. 
When  this  is  the  case,  bow  can  foreign  influ- 
ence or  intrigue  enter  ?  "  The  late  venerable 
President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
who  has  gone  into  retirement,  and,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  sir,  in  penury  and  want — for,  what- 
ever else  may  be  said  of  him,  it  may  be  truly 
said,  he  was  a  faithful  and  useful  public  ser- 
vant, in  those  trying  times  when  his  country 
realized  the  value  of  his  services — he  sait^ 
upon  thUt  occasion  :  "  The  President  ought  to 
act  under  tiie  strongest  impulses  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  which  ore  the  strongest  in- 
centives to  human  actions.  There  are  two 
ways  of  secnring  this  point.  He  ought  to  de- 
pend on  the  people  of  America  for  his  appoint- 
ment and  continnance  in  oflSce.  He  ought, 
also,  to  be  responsible,  in  an  equal  degree,  to 
all  the  States,  and  to  be  tried  by  dispassionate 
judges.  His  responsibility  ought,  further,  to 
be  direct  and  immediate."  Mr.  Mason,  and 
Mr.  Madison,  too,  who  were  distinguished 
members  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  do 
not  seem  to  have  understood  this  subject  as  the 
^ntleman  from  Hew  York  professes  to  do. 
They  nuuntained  that  "the  dmiee  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  attended  to."  But,  at  the  pe- 
riod when  this  constitution  was  presented  to 
the  States  for  ratiflcation,  it  was  an  alarming 
crisis  to  the  people  of  this  country.  The  Arti- 
cles of  CoiuTederation  had  proved  inadequate  to 
the  great  purposes  of  sefif-govemment.  The 
question  presented  to  the  States  was,  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  new  constitution.  Re- 
jection, and  anarchy,  and  confusion,  with  des- 
potism in  their  train,  were  most  likely  to  be 
the  consequences ;  and  though  some  objections 
might  have  existed  to  the  constitotion,  fn  this 
paraeular,  as  pcsnUe,  in  a  remote  d^p^  Tet, 
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under  the  circamstances,  ratification  was  better 
than  rejection.  At  that  period,  it  vas  thought 
hj  the  sages  of  that  day,  distingnished  for  their 
talents  and  political  sagacity,  that  it  was  barely 
poarible  that  the  election  could  devolve  on 
Congress.  They  had  fixed  their  eyes  upon  that 
distingnished  man,  "  iA«  Father  of  Aw  Cmn- 
as  the  first  who  was  to  fiU  this  bigh  office 
— an  individnal  upon  whom  all  united  with  one 
Toioe.  They  could  not  pierce  the  veil  of  fotu- 
rity,  and  see  the  new  system  fully  develop 
itself.  What  they  could  not  anticipate  or  fore- 
see, we  bave  realized.  Is  there  any  gentleman 
here,  with  his  past  observation  and  experience, 
who  will  hazard  the  opinioo,  that  this  election 
will  hereafter  but  aelaom  devdve  npon  Con- 
gress? Is  t3iere  any  goitleman  here,  who  will 
deny  that,  tmder  exuting  circumstances,  this 
important  election,  under  the  present  provisions 
of  tiie  constitution,  mnst,  in  all  probability, 
most  generally,  terminate  in  this  House  t  If 
ancb  mast  probably  be  the  result,  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution,  and  of  its  framers, 
that  the  people  shoals  elect  the  President,  de- 
feated? If,  by  the  unforeseen  operations  of 
the  constitution,  the  people  have,  in  effect, 
been  deprived  of  an  important  right,  which 
they  ongbt  to  possess  and  exercise,  and  which 
I  maintain  was  intended  to  be  given  to  them, 
are  we  not  called  npon,  by  the  most  aolemn 
obligations,  to  restore  it  to  uiem  ? 

But,  to  consider  this  subject  more  sya- 
tematically — the  resolutions  under  considera- 
tion naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  dis- 
tinct propositions :  1st.  That  the  constitution 
shfdl  be  so  amended,  that  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  shall,  in  no  event, 
devolve  upon  the  respective  Houses  of  Con- 
gr^.  And  2d.  That  the  constitution  shall  be 
BO  amended,  that  each  State  in  the  Union  shall 
be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as  there  are 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  from 
each  respective  State,  «nd  that  each  district 
shall  give  one  vote. 

In  examining  these  two  propodtjons,  al- 
thougb  distinct  in  themselves,  I  shall  not 
Tiew  them  as  disUnct  and  snbstaotive  propo- 
ntions,  unconnected  with  each  other  in  their 
^ecU  and  operation$^  as  some  gentlemen  have 
done. 

In  support  of  the  first  proportion,  it  will  be 
necessary  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  present  conatitntion,  and  why  it  is  that 
the  election  of  this  high  officer  should,  in  no 
event,  devolve  upon  Congress.  The  first  rea- 
son which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  why  it 
shonld  not  there  devolve,  is,  that  the  President 
is  not  an  officer  of  Congress ;  he  is  not  an  offi- 
cer of  the  House  of  Bcpresentatives,  but  he  is 
the  Chief  Maustrate  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  Union,  and  should  be  directly  responsible 
to  the  people  for  his  conduct  in  office,  and  be 
dependent  upon  them  for  his  re-election.  The 
surest  guarantee  that,  in  his  administration,  he 
will  consult  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
and,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  pursue  a  wise 
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policy,  is  the  certainty,  that,  at  the  en>iration 
of  hb  term,  he  most  return  agun  to  the  hodj 
of  Boclel^,  and  sabmit  his  pubUc  craiduct  to  the 
scrutiny  of  impartial  examination ;  is  the  cer- 
tainty that,  if  he  has  disr^arded  or  negligent- 
ly mistaken  the  best  interest  of  the  country,  be 
win  not  be  again  elevated  to  that  high  Btation, 
but  must  seek  the  "  post  of  honor  in  a  private 
station must  share  with  the  body  of  nis  fel- 
low-citizens their  burdens,  and  must  participate 
with  them,  the  evil  effects  of  his  own  policy. 
But  if  he  is  remotely  responsible  to  the  people, 
and  dependent  directly  upon  a  select  or  pre- 
existing body  of  men  for  his  appointment,  it  is 
human  nature,  and  he  will  study  more  to  con- 
ciliate his  Immediate  electors,  than  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  oommouity.   ButL  sir,  the 
election  ought,  in  no  event,  to  devolve  npon 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  a  much  more 
important  reason,  and  one  which,  with  me,  is 
conclusive.   It  is,  because  a  minority  as  well  in 
the  Electorad  Collies,  under  the  present  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  as  a  minority  of 
representatives  in  Congress,  may  elect  him,  and 
thereby  destroy  and  overturn  in  practice  what 
all  admit  in  theory — that  a  m^ority  should 
rule.   According  to  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  there  are  as  many  electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President,  as  there  are  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in.  Congress.  Bj  the 
last  apportionment,  which  I  shall  take  &s  an 
example,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  ar- 
gument, the  number  of  electors  is  261.   A  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  is 
necessary  to  a  choice  in  the  primary  Colleges ; 
and  if  the  Colleges  of  Electors  fail  to  elect, 
then,  out  of  the  three  highest  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  by  the  electors,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  voting  by  States,  is  to  choose 
the  President.   Suppose,  for  example,  sir,  that 
A  and  B  are  the  prominent  candiclates  before 
the  people  for  the  Presidency.    0  is  likewise  a 
candidate.  A  receives  120  electoral  votes,  £ 
reodves  an  equal  number,  and  0  receives  the 
remuning  81  votes.  G  m»j  have  been  support- 
ed by  one  or  two  of  the  States,  or  may  nave 
received  the  votes  of  a  part  of  the  people  of 
some  one  of  the  la^r  States.   A,  R,  and  (7, 
in  this  event,  are  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  three  highest  on  the  list 
of  the  electoral  votes,  out  of  whom  the  House 
is  to  choose  the  President.   An  election,  under 
these  circumstances,  takes  place  in  the  House, 
where  the  votes  are  taken  by  States ;  and  G. 
who  has  received  a  small  minority  of  electoral 
votes,  may  be  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  thirty-one  Representatives,  npon  this 
floor,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  the 
whole  number  of  Representatives :  for  thirty- 
one  Representatives  here,  from  the  thirteen 
smaller  States  in  the  Union,  have  it  in  tbelr 
power  to  control  and  to  give  the  votes  of  thir- 
teen States,  and  thereby  elect  the  President 
against  the  will  of  the  remaining  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  BepresoitativeB,  as  is  demon- 
strable thus: 
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No.  of  Rtft.  Sep», 
Uiflosopid  hfts      I,  a  majority  is  1 


nUiuna 
VisEouri 
Delawara 
Rhode  Island 
AhhMiM 
LonisEana 
Indiana 
Yermoat 
New  Hampshire 
Connecticat 
Kew  Jetnj 
Haine 


1 
1 
1 
8 
8 
S 
B 
5 
« 
6 
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do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


1 
1 
1 
a 
s 
a 
a 

8 
4 
4 
4 
4 
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Thus  the  vhole  number  of  BepreaentatiTes 
upon  this  floor,  from  thirteen  of  the  smaller 
StAtes  in  the  Union,  is  only  forty-five.  A  ma- 
joritj  of  the  representation  from  each  State 
oave  it  in  thdr  power  to  control,  and  give  the 
TOtfl  that  State ;  and  thirt/-ODe  Bepresenta- 
tives  here  oonatitote  tiie  mm  of  the  m^ritieB 
of  the  delegations  of  thirteen  States  of  the 
Union.  Thus  C,  with  only  twenty-one  elec- 
toral Totee,  against  the  remaining  two  hundred 
and  forty  electoral  votes,  and  with  thirty-one 
Bepresentatives,  against  the  remuning  one 
hnndred  and  eighty-two  Representatives,  may 
be  elected  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
But  Boppose  a  case  still  more  extreme — it  is 
certainly  possible  it  may  occnr,  and  therefore  I 
am  jastifiable  in  nsing  it — suppose  G  receives 
bat  one  solitary  electoral  vote,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  hxmdred  and  sixty  are  equally  divided 
l»Hween  A  and  B.  In  this  event  0  is  consti- 
tottonall J  presented  to  the  Hooae  Bepresent^ 
atives  as  one  of  the  three  hi^est  on  the  list 
With  bnt  one  ringle  deotortu  vote,  thirty-one 
gentlemen  npon  uiis  floor,  have  it  in  their 

gower  to  elect  him  the  President  of  the  United 
tates.  Will  gentlemen  say  these  are  extreme 
cases,  and  wiO  probably  never  occur  ?  I  an- 
swer, it  is  possible  they  may  occur,  and  cases 
aipproximatiDg  to  them,  and  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple, will,  in  all  probability,  often  occur.  Bat 
■nail  I  be  told  that  the  Bepresentatives  of  free- 
men will  never  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  duty  and 
responsibility  to  the  people,  as  to  disregard 
their  will,  and  palm  npon  them  a  Preradent  not 
of  their  choice  ?  Experience  is  the  best  of  tn- 
toressea,  and  firom  ber  we  may  learn  many  sal- 
ntary  Irasong.  I  refbr  gentlemen  to  the  memo- 
rable contest  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
of  1801,  between  the  venerable  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Bnrr.  The  latter  had  not  received  a 
aiD^e  voto  in  the  contemplation  of  the  people, 
or  of  the  electors,  for  the  Presidency ;  the 
friends  of  the  former  for  the  Presidency  had 
supported  the  latter  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
Te^  having  received  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
the  one  evidently  intended  to  be  President,  and 
the  other  Vice  President,  under  tlie  then  pro- 
viaoQS  of  the  constitution,  it  became  necessary 
for  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  determine, 
voting       States  which  of  them  ahoold  be 


President.  With  all  these  facts  staring  them 
in  the  face,  a  portion  of  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  people  at  that  day,  were  not  so  scrupulous 
of  violating  the  people's  will,  as  to  surrender, 
without  a  straggle,  the  Chief  Magistracy  to  the 
man  of  their  choice.  No,  sir ;  a  doubtAil  issue 
ensued,  when  the  sable  curtains  of  the  night 
were  drawn  around ;  midnight  ballo^g  after 
balloting  followed;  this  mighty  Confederacy 
was  shaken  to  its  centre :  for  days  the  resolt 
was  Buspended.  Fortunately,  the  American 
people  in  that  struggle  ultimately  prevfuled ;  a 
victory  of  principle  and  of  the  people  was  ob- 
tained ;  a  mfyority  still  mled.  And  who  can 
tell,  sir,  what  might  have  been  the  conse- 
quences, if  it  bad  terminated  otherwise?  I 
Judder  to  contemplate  what  might  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  happy  country.  But  I  shall 
not  fatigue  the  committee,  by  indul^ng  in  con- 
jecture upon  this  nnpleasaut  subject.  I  have 
referred  gentlemen  to  this  part  of  our  history 
to  show,  that  if,  in  tJiat  case,  the  contest  was 
rendered  donbtM  for  a  season,  where  the  indi- 
vidual bad  not,  in  contemplation  of  the  people, 
received  a  single  vote  for  the  Presidency ;  Uiat 
it  may  occur,  under  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  where  an  individual  may  have 
received  a  very  small  number  of  Electoral 
votes,  as  in  the  cases  I  have  supposed. 

It  may  happen,  sir,  that  a  muority  may  thus 
elect  the  President,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  this  House,  from  personal  partialities  to 
the  individual  elected,  and  thus  palm  upon  the 
nation  a  President  evidently  not  the  choice  of 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
not  the  choice  of  toe  immediate  eonstitnents  ox 
those  gentlemen,  upon  this  floor,  who  may 
elect  him ;  and  not  the  choice  of  a  minority  fn 
the  Bepresentatives  in  Congress.  It  m^  hap- 
pen, sir,  that  the  first  choice  of  the  Bepresent- 
ative  here,  holding  in  his  hands  the  power  of 
controlling  the  vote  of  his  State,  may  not  be 
returned  to  the  House  as  one  of  the  three  high- 
est upon  the  list  The  second  choice  of  the 
Representative  may  be  essentially  different 
from  the  second  choice  of  his  constituents,  if 
the  election  were  again  referred  back  to  them. 
The  Representative  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  or  if  he  know  their 
will,  he  may  affect  ignorance  of  it.  But  the 
doctrine  is  mdntainM  by  some  politicians  in 
this  conntij,  and  I  appeal  to  your  experience 
to  know,  sir,  whether  it  has  not  been  openly 
avowed  upon  this  floor,  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  Representative  here,  and 
his  consUtuente  at  home ;  that  the  Representa- 
tive here  is  not  bound  to  regard  or  obey  the 
instructions  of  those  who  send  him  here.  For 
myself,  I  have  never  entertained  such  opinions, 
but  believe,  upon  all  questions  of  expediency, 
that  the  Representative  is  bound  to  regard  and 
obey  the  known  will  of  his  constituent.  Other 
gentlemen,  however,  entertain  different  opin* 
ions ;  and  when  such  OTHnions  are  entertained 
and  openly  avowed,  what  seenrity  have  the 
peo^e  that  their  ri^ta  will  be  preserved,  wbea 
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the  preservation  of  them  depends  upon  the  ac- 
cidental, interested,  or  capricious  will  of  their 
public  servante  ?  Thus  the  President  may  be 
elected  by  a  minority  of  the  Representatives 
in  Congress,  who  may  be  of  opinion  that  they 
have  consoientioiisly  discharged  their  public 

Bat  is  there  no  danger,  nr,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  officer  ^  the  first  nation  in  the 
world  is  to  be  made  by  a  select  and  pre-exist- 
ing body  of  men,  that,  even  the  Representa- 
tives of  freemen  may,  in  an  evU  hour,  be 
tempted  to  depart  from  the  path  of  dntj,  re- 
ceive the  wages  of  iniqaity,  and  prostrate  at 
the  shrine  of  some  ambitioas  aspirant  to  the 
Presidency,  the  pablio  will,  and  with  it  the 
beat  interests  of  the  country  ?  Shall  we  assume 
to  ourselves  the  high  prerogative  of  being  un- 
oontaminated  and  incormptible,  when  the  same 
attribntes  are  denied  to  all  the  rest  of  man- 
Idndl  Is  immaculate  parity  to  be  foand 
within  these  walls,  and  in  no  other  cwoer  of 
the  earth?  Have  yoa  not  yourselves,  sir,  in 
your  legislation  in  relation  to  this  very  subject 
— ^the  election  of  a  President — given  incontes- 
table evidence  that  you  are  dlstrustfal  of  human 
nature  ?  Why  is  it,  that,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1792,  designed  as  it  was  to  carry  into 
effect  that  part  of  the  constitation  in  rdation 
to  the  election  of  a  President,  you  provide  that 
the  electors  in  each  State  shall  be  elected 
within  the  thirty-foor  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  in 
every  fourth  year,  the  day  upon  which  the 
electors,  throughoat  the  Union,  are  required  to 
give  tbur  votes  t  Why  this  short  intervening 
period  between  the  choice  of  the  electors,  and 
the  day  npon  which  they  shall  give  their  votes  ? 
It  was  a  wise  provinon,  made  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  tampering  with  them ;  to  pre- 
vent intrigue,  corruption,  bai^aining,  and  sale ; 
to  prevent  tix6  interference  of  political  jug- 

glers ;  and  to  keep  pure  the  stream  as  was  tlie 
)untain,  the  people,  from  which  it  flowed.  So 
particular  have  you  been  upon  this  subject,  and 
80  cautious  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  elec- 
tors, that  you  have  given  them  but  a  short  and 
transitory  ezbtence ;  and  if  any  one  of  them 
should  be  elected  more  than  thirty-four  days 
before  the  day  upon  whioh  he  is  required  to 
vote,  the  presumption  of  your  law  is  ai^nst 
him,  and  Ids  vote  mil  not  be  received.  Bat  is 
not  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  likewise  a 
pre-ezistiag  body  of  men?  Are  they  not  col- 
lected together  at  one  point  for  weeks  to- 
gether, between  the  period  when  it  is  ascer- 
tuned  that  the  primary  electors  have  fuled  to 
make  a  choice,  and  the  day  upon  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  vote  I  Is  it  not  as  probable, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  they  may  be  tam- 
pered with  to  prostitute  their  votes,  and  that 
tiiey  may  be  corropted,  as  that  twenty-four 
separate  electoral  colleges,  dispersed  over  the 
twenty-four  States  of  the  Union,  might  be? 
In  the  one  case  yoa  have  been  distrustful,  and 
have  provided  against  the  posdMUty  of  nndne 
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influence  of  any  kind,  so  as  to  thwart  the  pub- 
lic will.  In  relation  to  the  electoral  colleges, 
yoa  have  adopted,  by  yonr  laws,  the  salutary 
masim,  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation."  Would 
it  not  be  quite  as  safe  to  adopt  it  iu  relation  to 
ourselves  f 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  h(morable  gentleman 
from  Hew  York,  (Ut,  Stobbb,)  that,  for  the 
honor  of  this  Hoose,  a  aospidon  shotdd  not  be 
indolged  that  its  members  could  be  oorrnpted. 
Let  it  not  be  told,  says  he,  at  the  court  of  St. 
James,  or  npon  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
even  suspicion  had  been  openly  eDtertained 
upon  the  floor  of  the  American  Congress,  that 
any  of  its  members  were  oorraptible.  And 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  too,  (Mr. 
EvKBETT,)  denies  in  broad  terms  the  corrupti- 
bility of  this  Ilonse.   Sir,  it  is  a  humiliating 
idea,  a  piunful  thought,  I  admit^  that  the  Bep- 
resentatives of  freemen  oould,  under  any  cir- 
cumstancea,  barter  away  or  disregard  the  rights 
of  the  people  for  tiieir  own  individual  aggran- 
dizement. Bat  human  nature  is  the  aanie  in 
all  ages  of  the  world.   All  past  history  has 
shown  that  it  is  unsafe  to  rely  upon  virtue 
atone  when  strong  temptations  are  presented. 
And  what  stronger  temptation  to  corrnption 
and  the  abandonment  of  principle  than  the 
Presidency,  can  be  held  out  to  an  ambitious 
man  aspiring  to  that  high  office  ?   The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  when  elected,  has 
an  immense  patronage  to  bestow ;  has  many 
honorable  and  lucrative  offices  in  his  gift.  And 
what  stronger  temptation  than  to  receive  the 
patronage  in  his  power,  can  be  held  out  to  the 
few  assembled  here,  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  dect  faim  I  I  apprehend,  sir,  if  this  election 
shall  frequentiy  devolve  upon  Congrera^  that  a 
door  will  be  opened  to  corrnption,  intrigne, 
and  to  office  hunters;  and  I  apprehend,  fur- 
ther, that  through  that  door  the  evil-doer  may 
one  day  enter,  and  sap  the  foundations  of  this 
hiqipy  Bepnbllc.   Other  countries  have  been 
revolutionized  and  involved  in  anarchy  and 
confusion,  upon  whose  rains  despotism  has 
erected  her  throne.   I  hope,  sir,  my  apprehen- 
sions may  be  unfounded ;  but  surely  it  is  pru- 
dent in  us  to  take  warning  from  their  erampl& 
and  dose  the  door  through  which  unprincipled 
men  may  enter,  and  obtain  an  advantage.  It 
should  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  many  of 
the  States  of  the  ITnum,  the  Coi^resmonal 
dectiona,  for  the  next  Cwngress,  have  tran- 
spired some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  before 
the  Presidential  election ;  (he  member  is  either 
defiaated  by  a  more  favored  citizen  of  his  Pa- 
triot, who  is  to  supply  the  place  here,  and  his 
direct  and  immediate  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple is  destroyed;  or  he  has  been  previously 
elected,  and  is  assured  that  he  will  at  least  bold 
his  seat  here,  if  he  desire  it,  for  another  term. 
If  he  haa  been  defeated  at  home,  he  seeks  ele- 
vation and  promotion  elsewhere;  if  he  has 
been  successful  at  home,  he  hopes  his  good 
constituents  may  fouet  hia  political  an  before 
the  next  eleotion;  if  he  shoald  stall  de^  to 
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bold  the  Beat,  be  hopes,  hj  the  a&sistanoe  of 
Execative  influence,  he  may  effect  some  local 
BMOsnre  that  may  reconcile  bis  constitaents,  or 
b4lance  in  their  eBtimation  the  evil  deed  he  has 
OMamitted.  Another  ailment,  Mr.  Ohair> 
man,  of  the  geotleman  from  New  York,  struck 
me  with  peculiar  force.  If^  says  he,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  ever  destroyed,  it  will  not  be  by 
men  in  power,  bat  by  men  out  of  power. 
And  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Etekett,)  who  BQceeeded  him,  used  a  similar 
■rgnmait,  and  told  aa,  that  if  the  Gdvemment 
vas  erer  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  by  a  Presi- 
dent elected  by  a  ndnori^  of  the  pecnde,  but 
by  a  I^vddwt  elected  by  an  overwhelming 
BS^ority  of  the  people;  by  some  ^* military 
cAsf/tojn,"  that  should  arise  in  the  land.  Yes, 
fir,  by  some  "  mUitarp  ehieftain,"  whose  only 
crime  it  was  to  have  served  his  country  faith- 
lolly  at  a  period  when  that  country  needed  and 
realized  the  value  of  bis  services.  I  know,  sir, 
there  are  some  politicians  in  this  country  who 
are  continually  in  alarm,  or  affect  to  be  so,  lest 
the  people  should  destroy  the  Government. 
And  I  know,  sir,  there  are  others,  and  I  am 
bold  to  say  I  am  of  the  number,  who  are  of 
opinion  that,  if  this  happy  Government  is  ever 
destroyed,  (which  God  forbid  I)  it  will  be  by 
the  encroaciunents  and  abuse  of  power,  and  by 
the  aUaring  and  corrupting  inflaence  of  Execu- 
tive patronage.  Rely  upon  it,  nr.  tiiat  if  you 
dionia  ever  see  an  Administranon  of  this 
coantry,  whose  elevation,  whose  measures,  and 
whose  policy,  are  not  supported  by  the  good 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  people,  there  will 
be  more  danger,  infinitely  more  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  them,  than  all  the  ideal  dan- 
gers which  the  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend 
are  covertly  lurking  among  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  Ibis  Union. 

I  shall  not,  sud  Mr.  P.,  dwell  upon  another 
argument,  wnioh  has  been  v»y  properiy  used 
by  some  gentleman  in  the  course  of  uiis  debate 
— that  when  the  election  comes  to  this  House, 
it  is  edcniated  to  interfere  with,  and  impede 
the  ordinary  busine^  of  legislation.  It  has 
not  been  my  fortone  to  witness  the  effects  of 
an  election  here ;  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
bad  the  honor  to  be  a  humble  Rept^ntativo 
of  a  portion  of  this  people  upon  uiis  floor.  '  I 
conid  wish,  upon  this  great  occasion  upon 
whirh  we  deliberate,  that  they  were  more  ably 
represented.  But  though,  sir,  I  have  not  wit- 
nM<<ed  the  scene,  I  have  read  of  its  effects 
ttpoD  two  occasions,  in  the  history  of  my  coun- 
try, and  can  well  conceive  that  members  of 
Congress  will  be  too  apt  to  neglect  all  the  im- 
portant subjects  of  l^^ation,  in  devising  plans, 
intriguing;  and  managing,  to  promote  the  sno- 
ceae  of  their  fkvorite  cancudate.  If  there  should 
be  no  corruption,  still  it  is  caleolated  to  distract 
Oeir  deliberations.  It  will  produce  excitement ; 
iTQBse  all  the  angry  feelings  of  our  nature; 
create  heart-burnings,  party  feelings,  and  sec- 
tional jealoosica,  detrimental  to  the  public  wel- 
tttd  daogennu  to  the  dor^iMi  aitd  atabiU^ 
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of  the  Government.  The  effects  prodnced  wUl 
not,  probably,  terminate  with  the  election  itself^ 
but  will  mingle  aud  be  felt  in  your  deliberations 
fotyears  afterwards. 

We  can  no  longer,  as  our  &thers  did,  contem- 
plate the  immortal  Father  of  his  Oonntry,  upon 
whom  all  united  in  elevating  to  this  high  sta- 
tion :  nor  can  we  call  into  our  service  tbe  im- 
mortal author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. A  new  generation  are  abont  to  assume 
the  places  of  their  fathers ;  many  are  the  aspir- 
ants to  this  high  station;  public  mdoion  is  di- 
vided, and  cannot,  in  fritura,  be  men  concen- 
trated on  any  one  individnal.  Under  (heee  tAr- 
oomstanoBs,  it  is  idle  to  suppose  Uiat  this  elec- 
tion can  be  prevented  from  terminating  ulti- 
mately in  the  House  of  Representatives.  That  it 
will  <^ten  devolve  here,  cannot  be  doubted; 
that  it  should  not  do  so,  I  have  attempted,  and, 
I  hope,  satisfactorily,  shown. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  to  the  con- 
stitution in  its  present  fonn,  and  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  presented  themselves  most 
forcibly  to  my  mind,  why  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  should  in  no  event  de- 
volve upon  Congress. 

I  come  now,  said  Hr.  Pole,  Mefly  to  con- 
sider the  Beo(md  resolution^  anbmitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  by  the  honor- 
able gentieman  finun  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Mo- 
DuFFiE,)  which  proposes  that  each  State  in  the 
TJnion  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 
there  are  Senators  and  Representatives  io  Con- 
gress from  sach  State. 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  give  to 
the  people  of  every  section  of  the  UnioD,  as 
near  as  may  be  consiatentiy  with  important 
rights  reserved  to  the  States,  which  are  not 
propoeed  .£o  be  disturbed,  their  equal  relative 
weight  in  the  election.  To  do  this,  the  publio 
sentiment  sliould  be  fiurly  ascertained — and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fair  ezi«esrion  c£  the  popnlar 
idll,  it  is  a  self-evident  propontion  to  my  mind, 
that  some  uniform  mode  of  collecting  the  publio 
sentiment  sbonld  be  established  throu^ont  the 
Union.  Under  the  present  provisions  of  the 
ocmstitution,  and  the  practice  under  them, 
according  to  the  various  and  diversified  modes 
of  election,  prescribed  by  the  respective  State 
Legislatures,  do  the  people  in  every  section  of 
the  Union,  in  foct,  possess  and  exercise  their 
equal  relative  weight  in  the  election  ?  Is  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
Union  correctly  ascertained?  No,  sir  I  It  is 
demonstrable  if  an  election  be  made  at  all  by 
the  Electoral  Colleges  without  involving  the 
national  cdamity  (for  anoh  I  view  it)  cd'  a  re- 
earrenoe  to  the  House  of  Representativee,  a 
little  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  people  ctf'the 
United  States  may  choose  the  President  If  I 
succeed  in  establishing  this  fiict,  the  necessity 
for  uniformity  and  amendment  will,  as  I  con- 
celve,  be  i4}paraot,  if  we  hold  to  the  principle 
that  a  minority  shoald  rule.  What  are  the 
various  modes  of  election  at  present  established 
in  the  States?  In  aome^  the  diatriot  system 
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provuls ;  in  othen,  the  Legialatnres  have  as- 
Bnmed  to  themselves  the  power  nf  appoiotiog 
electors ;  and  in  one  State  of  the  UDioo  (Ken- 
tuokf )  a  compound  of  the  district  and  general 
ticket  system  is  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Le- 
gislature. The  State  being  entitled  to  fourteen 
electors,  is  divided  into  thJ^  districts,  in  one 
of  which  four  electors  are  ohoaeii,  and  fire  in 
each  of  the  other  two  distrioti.  I  ihall  not  here 
stop  to  in^tdre  why  tliis  artificial  arrangement 
of  aistricts  in  that  State  was  made.  Whether 
it  was  made  upon  an  emergency,  and  designed 
to  throw  ndiiJorities  in  each  district  in  Cavor  of  a 
parUcnlar  party,  or  of  particular  men,  is  wholly 
immaterial  to  Uie  present  inqoirv.  In  this 
state  of  things,  a  bare  majority  of  the  people  of 
tiie  six  larger  States  in  the  Union  m^,  by 
adopting  the  general  ticket  system,  the  Gerry- 
mandering system,  or  by  assaming  the  election 
to  the  Le^^tures,  elect  the  Preeident,  thongb 
a  respectable  minority,  and  v«7  nearly  half  of 
the  people  of  those  six  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  eighteen  remaining  States, 
may  oe  in  fovor  of  some  other  candidate.  For 
•umple: 


IStelon.  BUetan. 

Kew  York  has       86,      a  minority  is  19 

PenniylTuua,        38,  do.  IS 

Virginia,              24,  do.  18 

Ohio,                  10,  do.  9 

Massachusetts,      16,  do.  8 

Kentooky,            14,  do.  8 

188  12 
78 


61 

Thns,  £ir,  in  these  six  States,  there  are  188 
electoral  votes,  a  nuyority  of  the  whole  nnm- 
bw  in  the  Unttm,  and  snflBoient,  if  united,  to 
elect  the  Presideit  in  the  primary  colleges. 

But  the  people  In  tboae  nz  States  are  divided 
in  opinion,  and  very  nearly  equipdsed  as  to 
nombers,  between  two  contending  candidates, 
A  and  B,  for  the  Preadency.  Bat  A  has  small 
m^orities  over  B,  in  each  of  those  States.  If 
the  district  ^stem  were  established,  the  friends 
of  A  ooold  give  him  72  electoral  votes,  and  the 
friends  of  B  could  give  him  61  electoral  votes. 
B,  too,  in  the  case  scpposed,  might  be  supported 
by  Uie  remaning  eignteen  States,  or  by  saoh 
m^orities  of  them' as,  when  added  to  his  61 
votes,  would  be  sufficient  to  elect  him.  But  by 
compressing  the  friends  of  B  in  those  ux  States, 
into  the  support  of  A  by  the  effect  of  the 
general  ticket  system,  or  by  elections  made  by 
ue  Legi^tures ;  by  litendly  suppressing  the 
Toioe  of  the  minorities,  in  each  of  those  six 
States  favorable  to  the  election  of  B ;  by  deny- 
ing to  almost  half  the  popuIaUon  of  those  States 
the  ri^t  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  heard  in  the 
election — ^you,  in  truth,  enable  a  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  amounting  to  hut  Uttle 
more  than  the  fourth  of  the  whole  population, 
to  elect  the  Prendent  against  the  will  of  all  the 
net  of  the  pec^  of  ue  Union,  unonnting  to 
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almost  three-fourths  of  onr  whole  population. 
But  will  it  be  sud,  that  ih\&  likewise  is  an  ex- 
treme case,  and  will  probably  never  occur !  I 
answer  it  is  possible  it  may  occur,  and  oases  a^ 
proximating  to  it,  and  tihe  same  in  principle,  if 
the  election  is  kept  from  the  House  of  BepaV' 
sentatives,  in  all  probability  will  oooor. 

This,  then,  is  our  dilemma.  Under  the  pres- 
ent provisions  of  the  constitution,  either  a 
nor%  of  the  whole  people  of  the  UnioOf  \ij  a 
ocnnunatitHi  of  the  large  States,  must  eleiot  the 
President,  or  we  must  submit  to  the  naticmal 
calamity  of  an  election  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Which  shall  we  choose  t  Neither 
is  compatible  with  the  genius  of  onr  free  insti- 
tutions, or  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  And 
here  will  the  lai^r  States  object  to  the  district 
system,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  the  ad< 
vantage  which  we  now  have,  of  moving  in  a 
solid,  unbroken  phalanx,  and  giving  to  our  far 
vorite  candidate  an  undivided  electoral  vote,  by 
suppresang  the  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  by  means  of  the  general  ticket  system,  or 
elecl^ns  by  the  Legislatures  I  I  answer  that 
the  larger  States  wfll  reoeive  an  ample  eqaira- 
lent  for  this  surrender,  in  the  certainty  that  the 
election  can  never  devolve  upon  the  House 
Representatives,  where,  voting  by  States  a  mi- 
nority, as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hope 
successftilly,  may  elect. 

Will  the  smaUer  States  object  to  that  part  of 
the  resolutions  now  under  con^deration,  which 
proposes  so  to  amend  the  constitution  as  that 
the  election  shall  in  no  event  devolve  upon 
Oongress,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  the  ad- 
vantage whidi  we  have  of  voting  by  States, 
when  the  election  shall  devolve  upon  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  whereby  we,  though  a 
minority,  may  have  it  in  onr  power  to  elect  a 
Freddentf  1  answer,  that  toe  smaller  States 
will  reodve  an  ample  equivalent  for  this  sur- 
render, in  the  certainty  that  the  larger  States 
cannot  combine  and  move  in  an  unbroken  body 
in  the  electoral  colleges,  and  thereby  enable  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  by  sop- 
pressing  the  voice  of  their  respective  minorities 
in  the  huge  States,  to  elect  the  President,  as  I 
have  attempted  to  show,  and  X  hope  snooess- 
fully,  they  might  do.  ITie  resolutions,  then, 
viewed  together,  and  not  as  substantive  and 
^tinct  proportions,  in  relation  to  tiieirefifocta 
and  operations,  propose  a  oompromise  to  the 
larger  and  smaller  States,  that  they  should  meet 
upon  middle  ground,  and  surrender  the  advan- 
tages which  uie  one  or  the  other  mifj^t  posse* 
in  certain  contingencies,  each  rec^ring  a  mu- 
tual consideration  from  the  other  for  the  surren- 
der thus  made.  It  is  a  surrender  alt  advantages, 
too,  which  neither  ^oold  wish  to  retain;  a 
sorrendw  made  not  to  each  other,  but  to  prio' 
ci^e,  upon  the  altar  of  their  common  country. 

But,  will  the  larger  States  object,  and  say, 
though  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  election  be 
important  and  deurable.  in  order  to  obtahi  s 
fkir  expression  of  the  public  will,  yet  we  canm^ 
agree  tiiat  that  mode  shall  be  tiie  dutrict  Biyataa  t 
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T«  prefer  that  the  general  ticket  ajstem  shoold 
be  tae  mode  established  in  all  the  States,  or  we 
|H%fer  that  the  olioice  of  electors  shonld  be 
made  by  the  Xi^ialatares  in  all  the  States,  and 
that  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  modes  ^onld 
be  iiDif(»Ta  throi^hoat  the  Union.   I  answer, 
br  neither  of  these  modes  can  t^e  evil  oom- 
^ained  of  be  remedied.  If  the  general  ticket 
system  be  the  unifoim  mode  established,  t^e 
lai;ger  States  would  sUll  retdn  tiielr  present 
powv.    If  the  L^filatnres  in  all  the  States 
choose  ib»  electors,  the  larger  States  wonid  still 
ntflin  th^  ivesent  power.   And,  by  either  of 
tbase  modes,  the  predoroiDant  party  or  faction 
in  power,  in  each  State,  by  sDppressing  tbe 
Toice  of  the  minority,  may  move  in  a  solid  front, 
and  elect  the  President,    If  it  be  contended 
that  this  is  an  advantage  which  all  tiite  States 
would  equally  possess,  the  idea  is  a  mistaken 
ooe.    Sach  is  the  difference  in  the  size,  and 
qoantDm  of  population,  in  the  several  States, 
that  a  m^ority,  whose  voice  is  totally  sap- 
pnasod  in  the  election  in  one  ot  the  laraer 
States,  may  be  as  great— 4iay,  more  than  flva 
times  as  great— as  the  whole  jK^nlation  of  one 
of  the  smaller  States.  To  flJasbate  this,  take, 
for  example,  the  States  of  New  York  and  Dela- 
ware, one  of  the  largest  and  one  of  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.   Suppose  New  York  to  be 
divided  in  opinion  between  two  candidates,  in 
an  impending  Presidential  election,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  19  to  17  of  her  86  electors.    If  the 
cUstrict  system  pcevuled,  one  of  the  candidates 
would  receive  19  electoral  votes,  and  the  other 
the  remaining  17  electoral  votes.    Bat,  by 
establishing  the  general  ticket  system  ia  New 
Totk,  a  large  minority,  and  very  nearly  half  of 
her  (stizens  who  woiUd  be  entitled  by  the  dis- 
trict ^stem  to  give  17  deetoral  votes,  are  liter- 
aBy  dertroyed,  and  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  minority.  In  Delaware,  the  whole  popa- 
latioD  can  only  ^ve'  three  electoral  votes. 
Thus,  the  minority  in  New  York,  whose  voice 
is  totally  suppressed  in  the  election,  woald  be 
more  than  five  times  as  great  as  the  whole 
popolation  of  Delaware.  But  suppose  Delaware 
fikewise  to  be  divided  in  opinion  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  to  two  of  her  three  electors.  By 
the  district  system,  Delaware  would  give  two 
votes  to  one  candioate  for  the  Presidency,  and 
one  to  the  other.   Establish  the  general  ticket 
^r*tem  in  Delaware,  and  her  three  votes  will 
be  ffjva  to  one  candidatCL  thereby  suppressing 
fb»  voice  of  a  minority  m  that  State,  who,  by 
the  distriet  mtem,  wonld  be  entitled  to  £^ve 
me  vote.  One  vote  of  the  minority,  then,  by 
the  general  ^dks^  ^stem,  is  suppressed  in  Dela- 
ware^ But  in  New  York,  by  the  same  svstem, 
seventeen  votes  are  suppressed.    Thus  toe  mi- 
nority in  New  York,  whose  voice  ia  snppreraed 
by  the  general  ticket  system,  is  seventeen  times 
ss  great  as  the  minority  in  Delaware,  whose 
voice  is  snppressed  by  the  same  system.  Thas, 
^,  it  is  seen  what  great  inequality  would  be 
prodoced  in  the  election  of  a  nendent  by 
-*pHiihiffg  the  general  ticket  e^i^m  as  the 
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uniform  mode  in  all  the  States.  The  same  re- 
sult would  happen  by  establishing  the  mode  of 
electing  by  the  Legislatures  as  the  uniform 
mode  in  all  the  States.  The  great  excellence  of 
the  district  system  is,  that  eadi  district  through' 
out  the  Union  would  contain  very  nearly  the 
same  quantum  of  popnlation,  would  be  com- 
posed of  oontigaous  territory,  and  wonld  be  very 
nearly  of  the  same  size ;  and  each  district 
would  be  entitled  to  give  one  vote.  And  it, 
sir,  minorities  shonld  be  found  to  exist,  in  a 
Preddential  election,  in  each  district,  as  they 
may,  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be  such  a 
disparity,  such  a  disproportion  between  the  re- 
spective minorities  of  adjoining  or  different  dis- 
tricts, where  all  are  of  the  same  size,  as  would 
exist  between  the  minorities  of  different  States, 
differing  as  they  do  in  dze,  some  containing 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  a  population  as 
others ;  and,  when,  by  the  general  system,  each 
State  wonld  compose  one  district,  I  was 
amused,  sir,  but  not  convinced,  by  the  arga- 
ment  <^  the  gentiranan  ftom  Virginia,  (fir. 
Stbvxnbon,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  wow 
the  snperiorit?  of  the  general  ticket  system  over 
all  others,  and  that  minorities  in  the  district 
would  prevalL  That  honorable  gentleman  ad- 
duced, as  an  apt  example,  in  illustration  of  his 
argument,  an  occurrence,  which  he  says  took 

{ilace  in  one  of  the  districts  of  Maryland,  in  the 
ate  Presidential  election.  In  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  that  State,  he  says  there  were  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  there  were  two  candidates 
for  elector  favorable  to  that  geutleman,  and  one 
in  favor  of  General  Jackson ;  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  division  of  the  friends  of  the  former,  * 
between  the  two  candidates  for  elector,  ndther 
of  whom  would  decline  m  &vor  of  the  other, 
the  elector,  fridndly  to  the  latter,  received  a 
plurality  of  votes  <tf  the  ^strict,  and  was  elect- 
ed. Now,  mr,  what  the  facts  were,  in  relation 
to  that  particular  district,  adduced  as  an  ez- 
unple,  I  am  not  particularly  informed ;  but,  I 
understand  it  became  more  a  contest  between 
distingaished  individuals,  who  were  opposing 
candidates  for  elector,  and  who  had,  respect- 
ively, many  personal  friends,  than  a  contest  be- 
tween the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  them- 
selves; and  is,  therefore,  no  test  of  tiie  real 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  that  district,  and  no 
conclusive  illustration  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment. But,  dr,  if  it  were,  I  have  it  in  mr 
power  to  ftarnish  that  honorable  gentleman  with 
a  fidr  rebutter^  which  occarred  hi  that  election, 
by  the  operations  of  his  favorite — the  general 
ticket  system.  The  State  of  Ohio  voted,  by 
general  ticket  Did  the  gentleman  who  re- 
ceived the  undivided  electoral  vote  of  that 
State,  in  fact  receive  the  sapport,  even  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Ohio!  No,  sir;  sup- 
ported as  he  was,  by  a  very  small  number  of 
votes  over  one  of  his  competitors,  and  if  all  the 
retams  had  been  correctly  received,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  be  obtained  even  a  plurality 
over  hkn.  Tet,  rir,  he  reo^ved,  in  the  eleotwal 
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colleges,  the  whole  veto  of  tjie  State  of  Ohio, 
agf^st  the  seutimenta  of  a  oonsiderable  minor- 
ity of  the  people  of  that  State ;  and  yet,  sir, 
this,  X  snppoee,  ooosUtotes  the  ezoelleDoe  of  the 
general  ticket  aystem,  in  the  estimation  of  Uie 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  individaal,  too, 
whom  the  genUeman  conceives  was,  by  the 
opera^n  of  the  district  system,  deprived  of  on 
electoral  vote  in  one  of  the  districts  of  Maryland 
—yes,  sir,  the  same  individnal  who  had  received 
the  smallest  nnmber  of  the  votes  of  the  people 
of  Ohio,  when  the  election  ultimately  devolved 
upon  this  Hoose,  received  the  vote  of  that  State. 

But,  air,  I  concur  in  opiuion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LirraosTON,)  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  submitted  a  resolation,  proposing 
to  dispense  with  the  electors  altogether.  The 
people  require  no  such  agency.  I  believe  them 
to  be  whollj  unnecessary,  Diapense  with  them 
altogether:  let  the  people  vote  directly  for  the 
President,  withont  uieir  intervention,  and  the 
objection  to  the  district  system,  as  in  the  case 
in  Maryland,  which  has  presented  itself  bo  for- 
dbly  to  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, will  be  removed.  When  the  people  vote 
directly  for  the  President,  there  can  be  no  di- 
vision between  contending  candidates  for 
elector,  in  favor  of  the  same  candidate,  and  the 
m^ority  of  the  people  of  each  dictrict  can  con- 
trol and  give  the  vote  of  that  district.  Another 
advantage  of  the  district  system  is,  that  the 
sentiment  of  each  mass  of  the  community 
thronghont  the  Union,  composing  a  district,  is 
&iil7  elicited,  and  made  to  have  its  dne  and 
pn^rtional  weight  in  the  general  collected 
nntiment  of  all  the  districts  in  the  Union. 
The  sentiment  of  no  portion  of  the  Union  is 
mppressed.  All  are  neard,  and  have  their 
pn^T  weight  in  determining  the  election.  I 
do  not  design,  Mr.  Ohairtnan,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to 
embarrass  this  discussion,  by  entering  into  de- 
tails. If  the  great  principles  contemplated  by 
the  resolutions  on  the  table,  are  retained,  de- 
tails are  comparatively  unimportant,  and  a 
spirit  of  compromiBe  and  accommodation  of 
<»>inipn  shonld  prevul,  in  relation  to  them.  I 
mall,  therefore,  merely  suggest  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee,  the  plan  which  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  mind,  as  preferable  to  any 
other,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  determine  how 
&r  it  will  afford  a  remedy  for  existing  evils.  It 
is  in  substance  this :  Each  State  shall  be  di- 
Tided,  by  the  Legishitnre  thereof^  into  as  many 
districts,  composed  of  oontignons  territory,  and 
containing,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  quan- 
tum of  population,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the 
whole  number  of  Senators  and  Represwtatires 
in  Congress  from  that  State.  The  people  of  each 
district  shall  vote  directly  for  the  President  and 
Vice  President,  without  the  intervention  of 
electors.  The  person,  in  each  district, who  may 
have  Fee«ved  the  highest  nnmbor  of  votes 
for  Prerident,  sliall  be  faolden  to  have  recdved 
one  vote ;  and  the  person  who  may  have  re- 
ceived tbe  highest  nnmber  of  votes  for  Vice 
Proddent,  sh^  be  holdoi  to  have  recdved  one 
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vote.  And  if  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  no 
person  has  received  a  nudority  of  the  whole 
nnmber  of  districts  in  the  Union,  let  the  election 
be  referred  back  to  tbe  people,  who,  npoa  tbe 
second  ballotiog,  shall,  in  like  muner,  vote  for 
one  of  the  two  highest  npon  the  list  of  tbe 
former  balloting  for  President,  and  so  of  the' 
Vice  President  The  detiuls  of  this  general 
outline  of  a  system,  to  embrace  the  olneots  con- 
templated by  the  resolutions,  can  be  eadly 
drawn,  so  as  to  render  it  practicable,  and  easy 
to  effect  the  choice  in  this  way.  But,  if  other 
gentlemen  can  suggest  a  more  acceptable  plan, 
in  its  dettuls,  not  varying  the  general  princi- 
ples, I  am  not  wedded  to  this,  and  have  merely 
suggested  it,  lest  it  might  be  said,  by  some,  tbat^ 
however  great  the  objections  may  be,  to  the 
present  provinon  oi  tbe  constitntioo,  it  wonld 
be  impracticable  to  adopt  any  mode  by  which 
the  evil  coold  be  remedied.  Nntiier  diall  I, 
Mr.  Chturman,  detain  the  committee  by  eno- 
merating,  in  addition  to  Uiose  I  have  mentioned, 
many  other  objections  to  the  general  Ucket 
system,  or  to  the  appointment  of  electors  by  the 
Legislatures.  It  would  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  do  so,  after  the  able  expiMition  of  the  honor- 
able mover  of  these  resolutions,  (Mr.  McDuffik,) 
in  tbe  opening  of  this  debate,  upon  thla  part  <n 
the  subject.  Some  other  objections,  however, 
have  been  made  to  tbe  plan  of  amendment  pro- 
posed, in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  whicb  de- 
mand to  be  noticed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Torfc 
(Mr.  Stobbs)  has  been  more  abundant  in  olaeo- 
tions  to  the  proposed  plan  of  amendment  wan 
any  other  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the 
committee ;  and  liiough  I  am  aware,  sir,  when 
I  approach  an  argnment  of  that  gentleman, 
I  encounter  an  old  and  experienced  polttician, 
hackneyed  in  debate,  yet  differing  with  him  in 
opinion,  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to  do,  in  almost 
every  view  he  has  taken  of  this  subject,  I  will 
boldly  meet  him,  and  avow  the  reasons  of  that 
dlSerence.  That  gentleman  tells  us,  with  a 
warning  voice,  that  when  we  approach  this 
constitution,  we  stand  upon  holy  ground ;  that 
when  we  attempt  to  amend  it,  we  1^  violent 
hands  npon  this  mortal  work  of  our  anceetora. 
He  tells  UB  he  entertains  great  reverence  for  that 
inatrnment;  that  he  wonld  not  di^rb  one 
principle  whidi  it  contains :  and,  in  the  same 
strain  in  which  he  thus  addresses  us,  he  informs 
us  that  there  is  an  insuperable  objection  to 
the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  beoanse  a 
portion  of  'a  certain  descnption  of  population, 
negro  slaves,  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  will  be  represented  in  this  election. 
Now,  sir,  by  the  present  oonstitation,  for  which 
t)ie  gentleman  professes  such  great  reverence, 
and  wonld  not  alter  or  amend  it  in  any  particu- 
lar, three-fifths  of  this  population  are  repre- 
sented in  the  election.  By  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, they  are  only  represented,  Ibe  amaid- 
ment  does  not  propose  to  disturb  this  principle, 
but  leaves  it  precisely  upon  the  ground  where 
it  is  placed  by  the  present  ccmstitntion.  So 
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tbit  it  was  wholly  onaTaiJable,  and  I  must  say, 
imecexary,  to  bring  ap  this  qnestion  in  order 
to  sseart^n  tiie  oomparative  merits  of 
{meat  ocnstitotion,  and  the  proposed'  amend- 
■eot  I  have  regretted  exceedingly,  sir,  that 
nroely  any  eoldect  of  general  (xmoem  can  be 
agitatea  bw&  wiOiont  baviDg  this  nnfortonate 
nbjeet  of  aUvery,  ^tber  owaterally,  or  inci- 
^uUy,  brooght  into  view,  and  made  to  mingle 
in  our  d^berations.  It  is  a  satiJeot  of  peooliar 
dafieaoy;  but,  as  it  has  been  noticed  npon  this 
oeasion,  not  only  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Torfc,  bat  Ukewise  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sbsacbasetts,  (Mr.  Etebett.)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Oonneotioat,  (Mr.  Inqebsoll,)  suffer 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply.  When  this 
vjaiOry  beoame  free  and  independent,  this 
■pecies  of  popnlation  was  fonnd  amoogst  as. 
U  had  been  entailed  npon  as  by  oar  ancestor^ 
and  was  viewed  as  a  common  evil;  not  confined 
to  tbc  locality-  where  it  was,  bat  afibcUng  the 
wb(de  natitm.  -  Some  of  ^  States  which  then 
poneased  it  hare  since  gotten  dear  of  it :  they 
woe  a  species  of  property  that  differed  from  m 
tAvr:  UMj  were  rationid;  they  were  hnman 
Mngs.  In  fixing  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion, it  was  thoi^t  right,  by  the  fnuners  of 
&e  constitotion,  that  they  should  at  least  be 
fi  part  repreeented.  And,  accordingly,  three- 
fifths  of  them  are  to  be  represented ;  bnt,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  to  be  represented, 
tluB  provision  is  incorporated  into  the  constitn- 
tion:  "Bepresentatives  and  direct  tales  shall 
be  apportioned  amongst  the  several  States 
wlikh  may  be  induwd  within  this  Union, 
Mordiiig  to  Uidr  reBpeotave  nambore."  If 
4ieT  an  to  be  rqvesented  then,  direct  taxes  are 
to  be  pidd  acowdiiq;  to  that  representation, 
Tbawrer  the  emerosndea  of  tlie  Qovemment 
nqoire  it  And  when  the  dark  clond  of  war 
hovers  in  your  horizon;  when  a  fordgn  foe 
Invades  yonr  coontry;  when  your  finances  are 
deranrnd;  when  money,  in  the  estimation  of 
Kase  the  sinews  of  war,  most  be  raised ;  when, 
in  order  to  r«se  it,  direct  taxation  mast  be 
nsorted  to;  and  when,  dr,  conventions  are 
held,  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  to  thwart 
the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  for  pnr- 
poKs  best  known  to  their  members ;  when  the 
snhtia,  in  oUier  sections  of  the  Union,  are 
irithheld  from  the  pablio  service — do  onr  neigh* 
bora  commlSOTate  onr  ocmdition;  do  they 
empathize  irith  as,  and  say,  we  are  oppressed 
vfth  vnneoeeeaiy  burdens  beosose  we  are  re- 
9^«d  to  pay  taxes  fbr  this  species  of  popula- 
MiDct  No,  sir,  it  is  all  right  then.  Do  we 
eomplain,  sir,  that  we  are  thus  required  to  pay 
tues  for  themt  No^  sir,  we  do  it  cheerfully, 
■id  withont  a  mnrmor.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
ttui  unpleasant  subject,  not  involved  in  the 
ntnotest  degree,  in  the  great  questions  nnder 
oonnderation,  may  be  soffered  to  rest  I  should 
not  have  noticed  it,  if  it  had  not  been  frequently 
siverted  to  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me, 
I  itope,  Bu-,  I  ehaU  be  pudcmed  ibr  the  digreedon. 
ADOtber  argoment  of  the  gentlmnan  from 
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New  York  is,  that,  in  all  elections,  the  minority 
have  no  rights,  and  must  submit;  that  in  an 
election  by  his  favorite  system — the  general 
ticket — the  minority  of  a  State  have  do  rights, 
and  mast  submit ;  and  he  instance  tbe  election 
of  a  Qoveraor  ot  a  State  by  tlie  people  of  the 
StatCj  in  which  case,  he  says,  the  minority  have 
no  nghta  and  must  sobmit  8ai^  the  abstraot 
propositlott  that  a  majori^  shall  prevaU,  and  a 
minority  submit,  is  not  controverted ;  bat  the 
analogy  of  the  gentleman  is  an  unfortonate  one ; 
all  reasoning  from  analogy  is  dangerous,  and 
apt  to  lead  into  error.  A  case  more  analogopa 
to  the  qoestion  we  are  now  conndering,  wotdd 
have  l>een,  tliat  tbe  Glovernor  of  a  State,  elected 
by  the  people,  does  not  receive  the  ananimoos 
and  undivided  vote  of  every  comity  in  which 
he  happena  to  receive  a  mffjority.  ' 

Another  ailment  I  shall  bri^y  notice.  The 
geotleman  thinks  that,  by  the  general  ticket 
system,  his  old  friend  In  former  Sbjb.  the  Cau- 
cus, woald  be  mnofa  easier  cradiea  and  put 
dowDf  at  tlie  centre  ot  -the  State,  than  thirty- 
six  caucuses  scattered  over  thirty-six  disblota, 
in  the  St^te,  Sir,  npon  the  sn^eot  of  canctues^ 
I  know,  an  honest  aifferenoe  d  opinion  exists. 
For  myself^  I  have  never  entertained  but  one 
opinion  upon  this  subject.  I  had  the  honor,  in 
the  Legishiture  of  my  own  State,  to  record  my 
vote  in  support  of  those  resolutions  against 
a  caucus,  wnich  prodaced  so  much  excitement, 
and  led  to  BO  much  discusdon,  in  the  public 
journals  of  tbe  country,  some  two  or  three 
years  ago,  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change 
that  opinion-  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  gendeman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Axoheb,) 
that  tiiere  mast  be,  in  every  State,  some  leading 
politiaans,  who  control  and  dictate,  and  {pve 
tone  to  pnbUo  sentiment.  I  believe  that  the 
people,  if  left  untrammelled  by  this  compli- 
cated machinery  of  a  caucus,  are  competent 
to  aot  for  themselves ;  bat,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  entertain  these  opinions,  I  do  not  pro- 
scribe others  who  entertfdn  different  onea 

Bnt,  sir,  another  objection,  made  not  only  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  but  by  others 
■^ho  have  engaged  in  this  discnssion,  is  one  very 
important  in  its  character,  and  should  be 
maturely  oonddered.  It  is,  that  tbe  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  interferes  with  State 
rights^  and  tends  to  consolidation  of  the  pec^Ie 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  no  man  deprecates  more 
than  I  do,  any  violation  of  rights  secured  to 
the  States  by  the  Federal  Oonstitation:  no 
gentleman  upon  this  floor  will,  nprai  all  occa- 
fflons,  more  pertinaciously  gnard  against  the 
yawning  gulf  of  consolidation:  and,  if  I 
should  foresee  or  apprehend  that  the  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  wonld  have  any  BUch 
tendency,  with  all  my  convictions  of  its  impor- 
tance, I  sbonld  pause  and  beiiitate  before  I  acted. 
I  would  in  no  instance,  knowingly,  have  an 
agency  in  producing  such  effects.  But,  sir,  I 
can  see  no  such  danger;  the  district  system 
has,  to  my  mind,  a  directly  oontraiy,  a, 
diflmdng  tendoioy.    The  aqimnent  of  the 
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honorable  genUeman  from  Sooth  CaroUna 
(Mr.  MoDdtfib)  upon  this  part  of  the  aabjeot^ 
has  not  been  met  in  debate;  it  has  not  been 
approached  In  a  fidr,  open,  and  statesmanlike 
manner ;  it  has  been  eTsded :  and  I  am  free  to 
say  that,  to  mj  ndnd,  it  ia  nnanswerable.  By 
ttus  plan  yon  propose  not  to  take  the  power  of 
eleobog  the  Presidmt  from  the  States,  and  to 
vest  it  m  the  General  Govemnient,  bnt,  on  the 
omtrary,  you  propose  to  take  tiie  contingent 
power  of  electing  the  President  and  vice 
Fre^dent  from  Oongress,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
people  of  the  States.  Are  yon  prodn<ung  con- 
solidation, or  interfering  with  State  rights,  when 
you  do  not  propose  to  aocumnlate  more  power 
to  yonnelves,  but  to  divest  yourselves  of  a  part 
of  the  power  which  yon  possess,  and  to  vest  it 
bithe  people  of  the  Statesl  Sir,  when  I  speak 
of  State  n^^ta,  I  mean,  as  I  nnderstand  the 
oonstitution  to  mean,  not  the  rights  of  tbe  Ex- 
eontives  of  the  States,  not  the  rights  of  the 
Bepresentatives  in  Congress  from  the  States,  not 
the  ri^ts  of  the  Legiuatnres  of  the  States,  but 
I  mean  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
The  Execatives,  and  Legislatures,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Oongress,  of  the  States,  are  the 
public  servants  and  functionaries  of  the  people 
of  the  States,  and  can  have  no  rights  oontra- 
distinguished  from  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
the  States. 

Does  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  take 
from  the  lai^  States  any  of  their  rights  >  No; 
on  the  contrary,  it  gives  to  the  people  of  every 
portion  of  such  States,  the  power  of  being  heard 
and  felt  in  the  election.  It  takes  from  their 
servants  in  the  Legislature,  it  is  true,  the  power 
of  suppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  by  the  operations  of  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  by  the  election  of  electors  bj  the 
Legislature ;  bnt  it  pves  the  power  which  it 
thus  takes  from  their  servants,  which  may  be, 
and  is  often  abused,  not  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  to  the  people  of  those  States  them- 
aelves.  Dees  tiie  plan  of  amendment  take  from 
the  small  States  any  of  their  rights  f  No ;  it 
IB  not  conceived  that  the  capricious,  interested, 
or  arbitrary  opinion  of  a  sin^e  member  of  Oon> 
grese  on  this  floor,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  the  Honse,  MmBtltotes  a  State  right,  by 
which  I  mean  the  right  of  the  peopU  of  tha 
State.  The  vote  of  the  State  may  be  given  by 
the  Representative  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
mil  of  the  people  of  the  State ;  and  entertun- 
ing  the  opinion,  as  some  profess  to  do,  that  the 
Representative,  when  the  election  comes  here, 
is  constituted  an  elector,  and  an  umpire  by  the 
constitution,  to  act  according  to  his  own  will, 
re^rdles^  of  the  wi^es  of  hia  constitueuts; 
and,  judfpng  from  past  events,  is  it  not  most 
likdy  that  the  votes  of  the  small  States  will 
genMflUy;  depmd  i^on  die  accidental  opinion 
of  the  BepresentatiTef  That  opinion  may, 
and  often  will,  misrepresent  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  by  giviog  the  votes  of  the 
State  agmnst  thw  wilL  Tuis  ideal,  and  con- 
tingent ri(^  Hien,  supposed  to  be  vested  in 
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the  small  Statea^  is  more  in  the  name  tiian  in 
the  sabstanoe.  Does  the  proposed  plan  ct 
amendment  interfere  with  the  two  electoral 
votes  in  each  State,  predicated  npon  the  ftd- 
erative  charaoter  of  the  Senate,  and  the  soveiv 
eignty  of  the  State}  Does  it  take  from  thtt 
States  the  power  of  prescribing  the  qnalifioa- 
tions  of  voters  in  each  State!  Ko;  nor  does  it 
disturb  or  interfere  with  any  otiier  of  the  rights 
reserved  to  the  Stat^  Another  argument  was 
used,  mr,  if  argument  it  may  be  called,  by  the 
honorable  member  frx>m  Massachusetts,  (ICr. 
EvBBETT,)  whidi  struck  my  mind,  on  account 
of  its  novelty,  with  peculiar  surprise.  That 
honorable  gentlenum,  with  all  his  clasucal  and 
p(^tioal  learning,  in  his  xeal  to  oppose  nQ 
amendmoitto  tiieotHutitntionot  thi$  mu,aaA 
searcth  out  all  the  posnble  reasms  that  ooold 
exist  agidnst  it,  insisted,  before  tiie  committee, 
that  any  attempt  to  prc^MMe  amendments  to 
the  oonrototion  was  imoonstitational.  Was  the 
gentleman  serious  in  this  puerile  conception  I 
He  told  OS  we  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution,  and  can  we,  said  he,  propose  to 
amend  or  alter  it  without  violating  that  oath  I 
And  he  amused  us,  too,  sir,  in  illuatration  of 
his  views  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  with  a 
hypothetical  case,  in  which  be  figured  to  us,  that 
if  he  should  meet  my  honorable  fri^d  from 
South  Carolina  ^r.  HoDupviz)  in  the  gallery 
of  the  Honse,  and  obtain  his  pledge  to  sopDOrt) 
npcm  the  floor,  a  favorite  measnre  of  his  whioh 
is  unconltitutional,  would  he,  QSx.  KdDumm^ 
sud  the  honorable  gentlemui,  do  so,  i£,  on  re- 
flection, he  fonnd  it  to  be  nnoonstitutionalf 

But  we  are  admonished  by  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  amendment,  that  we  should  be  oautioni 
in  touching  this  charter  of  our  liberties — the 
oonstitation — ^lest,  in  attempting  to  amend  it 
we  should  make  it  worse.  Sir,  in  the  main, 
that  valued  instrument  is  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  tmd  speaks  its  own 
eulogy ;  but  it  was  made  by  men,  and  man  and 
all  his  works  are  imperfect  The  wise  framers 
of  that  instrument  weU  knew,  that,  in  fonuing 
ft  system  of  government  under  a  written  oom- 
stitntion,  in  many  of  its  features  nnl^e  any  that 
had  preceded  it,  in  any  age,  or  in  any  ooontzTt 
that  difficulties,  then  unforeseen  by  them  might 
occur,  in  the  future  operations  of  the  systenu 
So  sfflisible  were  they  that  it  was  not  the  woik 
of  inspiration,  but  of  men,  that  it  might  be  im- 
perfect, and  fail  in  some  of  its  important  opersp 
tions,  that  they  wisely  incorporated  into  it  the 
method  of  its  own  amendment.  And  I  appeal 
to  the  history  of  those  times,  to  know  whether 
the  constitution  would  ever  have  been  ratified 
by  the  States,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  v«7 
article  that  made  proviaon  for  its  own  amend- 
ments ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hope  and  c<m- 
fident  expectation  that  fntnre  amendments 
would  be  made  !  In  many  of  the  States  that 
did  ratify  iL  declaratory  amendments  were 
recommended  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  oonsti- 
tation.  yi^^ia,  Uassachusetts,  New  Torl^ 
South  Carolina,  and  some  others  that  did  ratify 
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tt,  at  tte  tima  «f  ntifioatiai,  vrcmosed  that 
anendmoits  ahoold  be  made.  Nortli  Oamlina, 
tte  State  from  which  m;^  honorable  fHend  be- 
fiice  me  QSt.  QxvmtKm)  oomee,  who  has  ably 
addiceBed  the  oommittee  iip<m  this  sabject,  and 
tfae  State  of  my  nativity,  was  among  the  last  to 
oome  into  the  Union.  She,  too,  paused,  and 
hentated,  and  dmibted,  bat  was  ultimately  in- 
duced, by  this  very  daiue,  to  ratify  it;  and  she, 
too,  proposed  amendments.  And  have  not  sal- 
Btaiy  amendments  been  made  to  the  original 
oonstitiition,  as  reported  by  the  convention,  and 
ratified  by  the  States?  At  the  first  Oongrese 
hflid  ondw  the  ooostitation,  twelve  additional 
stidea  wne  prqKMed  to  the  States  for  ra^fioa- 
tion,  in  the  manner  preearibed  by  the  ooostita- 
tam.  TeiK^tiiemiirereTatifiedt^three-fbnrtbs 
ofllw  States,  and  became  a  partof theoonati- 
totkn^  and  now  oonstitnte  yonr  bill  of  rights, 
and  secnre  to  the  oitizen  «»ne  of  his  most  im- 
pwant  privilcKes  and  rights.  At  the  third  Oon- 
greas  held  tmder  the  ccmstitntion,  an  additional 
srtide,  in  relation  to  the  snability  of  States  by 
the  citizens  <^  andther  State,  or  tiie  sabjects  of 
a  Cmign  State  or  power,  was  snbmitted  by  the 
States  for  ratification;  in  the  manner  tu^scribed 
by  the  oonstitation ;  it  was  subsequently  rati- 
fied by  three-fonrtbs  of  the  States,  and  became 
a  part  of  the  oonstitatioa. 

After  the  odebrated  omteM  of  1801,  between 
Mr  MBanaa  and  Aaron  Burr,  to  which  I  have 
dhded,  had  danonstrated  the  defeetiTe  pro- 
vinms  of  the  then  oonstitntion,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Yice  President, 
another  amendment  was  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  States  for  ratification,  to  avoid  the  re- 
eurrenee  of  a  similar  difficulty.  The  ameud- 
nent  thus  proposed  was  promptly  ratified,  and 
beeame  a  part  of  the  oonstitntion.  All  these 
amendments  have  been  made  to  the  original 
eonstitntion,  as  framed  by  the  convention. 
From  that  period  to  the  present,  no  other 
ameodraent  has  been  made ;  bat  as  we  have 
grown  older  In  the  knowledge  of  our  Govern- 
ment; as  we  have  witnessed  its  practical  ope- 
lationa,  we  have  learned  from  experience  its 
dofeota.  And,  sir,  though  I  reverence  its 
framers,  and  thank  my  God  that  my  destiny 
has  been  cast  in  a  country  governed  ander  the 
mild,  free,  and  happy  auspices  of  this  constitu- 
tion ;  though  I  rejoice  that  I  live  in  a  country 
where  the  trembling  subject  does  not  bow 
BobmiflsiTely  at  the  throne  of  power,  but  in  a 
ooQotry  where  all  are  equal ;  yet  I  cannot  be 
l^nd  to  its  defects;  I  cannot  idolize  it.  I  be- 
Ikve  that  it  has  whoUy  failed  in  this  important 
particnlar — the  election  of  a  President ;  that 
an  evil  exists  in  this  part  of  the  system ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed, 
slltnds  the  remedy,  and,  therefore,  I  have  given 
tt  my  fbeble  rapport. 

On  molim  <h  Mr.  Fbabok,  tiie  committee 

Dittnal  Suamp  Canal. 
4a  flpgrowod  Uil  "to  sathMize  the  snb- 
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seription  of  stock  in  tide  IMnoal  Swan^  Oanal 
Oompany  "  was  read  a  third  time. 

Hr.  Hatdkn  called  for  the  yeas  and 
on  the  question  of  the  passage  <^  the  hill,  and 
the  call  was  sastuned  by  the  House. 

Hr.  PowEU.  Bud  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  ordered  upon  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill ;  and  that  consequently  it  was  not  ex- 
pected they  would  be  again  required  at  this 
time.  For  the  purpose  of  giving  every  gentle- 
man an  opportonity  of  vothig  upon  the  bill,  he 
moved  for  a  call  of  the  House.  This  mcfttoa 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Kahoch  said,  this  bill  involved  a  sab- 
ject of  mot  impcn^ce,  and  as  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  heea  (ndered,  he  wished  «imy  meca- 
ber  to  have  an  opportonify  of  voting  on  it ; 
and  with  that  view,  wished  that  the  bill  might 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  teble  until  to-mor- 
row, as  the  House  was  now  notfiiU.  The  vote 
on  the  bill,  on  Saturday,  was  looked  upon  as 
the  triumt^  of  certain  principles,  and  was  ex- 
ultingly  held  up  as  such  by  oertiun  printo  in 
this  city.  Hr.  H.  therefore  wished  the  sense 
of  the  House  to  be  folly  expressed  on  the  quee- 
tion,  that  every  member  might  toe  the  mark ; 
and  to  afford  aU  of  them  this  opportunity,  he 
moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — ayes  69, 
noes  94. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
(tf  the  bill  by  yeas  and  nays^d  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  lOS,  nays  72. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Swate 
'for  oonourrenoe. 

And  the  House  a^oumed. 


TuiBDAT,  March  14. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

The  House  then  J^ain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  HoIanx,  of  Del, 
in  the  chair,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MoDdftoi 
to  amend  the  ocmstitaticnL  in  relation  to  the 
eleotiw  of  Pre^dent  and  Vice  Freddent  dfthe 
United  States. 

Mr.  Peasoi  rose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee: The  qnestion  now  under  ducusrion 
1  consider  of  great  importance  to  the  small 
States,  and  to  none  more  than  the  small  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent ;  and  if, 
consequently,  1  should  ask  for  all  the  in- 
dulgence that  has  been  ^ven  to  others,  would 
my  request  be  an  unreasonable  one !  Pardon 
me,  then,  for  the  little  time  I  shall  consume  in 
contending,  pro  oris  et  /ode,  for  the  rights  and 
interests,  political  force  and  power,  of  the  small 
States— for  those  rights,  without  the  exercise 
and  enjoyment  of  which,  they  would  beocone 
political  ciphers,  without  weight,  and  withoot 
mflnenoe. 

I  will,  in  the  first  place,  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  propositions  that  have 
been  submitted,  twenty-one  in  number,  all 
differing  in  some  r^pects,  to  show  tiiat,  if 
amendments  axe  callea  for,  there  are  but  fbw 
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in  this  Hotiw  who  can  tell  what  thej  are,'or 
how  they  Aonld  be  made.  tmder  any  cir- 
omnstanoea.  Mr.  Cbunnau,  amendmeots  were, 
or  would  be  neoessary,  (and  I  do  not  think 
ikey  wonld.  be  nnder  any,)  I  should  contend, 
that  existing  oiroomstaDcea  and  the  present 
time,  wonld  not  jnstify  any  amendment  what- 
ever. It  appears  to  me  that  many  of  the  pro- 
positions have  grown  oat  of  the  late  Presiden- 
tial election,  and  they  are  made  in  reference  to 
another  election,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  election 
o£  »partioaIar  candid^ ;  th^  are  predicated 
upon  liie  supposed  existence  of  an  evil,  as  to 
iniioh  there  are,  in  the  minda  of  many,  very 
serions  doubts,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  evil  has  existed,  nothmg  will  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen bnt  an  amendment  to  the  oonstitntion. 
Propositions  of  this  kind,  created  or  prodaced 
by  these  imaginary  evils,  are  not  new  in  ih» 
history  of  om*  Government;  they  were  an- 
ticipated by  the  framers  of  the  conatitation,  and 
were  goarded  ag^nst,  as  &r  as  those  venerable 
sages  foond  it  e^>edieDt  to  goard  agidnst  them. 

Henoe,  that  wise  and  salutary  feature  in  the 
constitution,  requiring two-thirdsof  both  Houses 
of  OongresB  to  propose  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  requiring  all  amendments,  thus 
proposed,  to  be  ratified  by  the  Le^Uatiuw  Vt 
three-fooiths  of  the  several  States,  before  snoh 
amendments  would  become  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution. Sir,  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
constitution  should  be  affected  by  every  wind ; 
that  it  should  become  the  sport  of  the  whim, 
or  caprice,  or  passion,  of  every  discontented 
individual,  or  every  man  who  fended  himself 
aggrieved  or  injared.  There  will  be  found 
men  enough  in  every  country,  who  will  fancy 
tiiemsdves  injured,  and,  to  gratify  them^  the 
constitution  must  be  altered.  At  a  critical 
period  in  the  histoiy  of  our  country,  when  the 
ma  war  bore  hard  upon  the  people .  in  that 
aeotion  of  country  firom  which  I  come,  the 
LegialatiiTes  of  several  States  sfipointed  dele- 
gates to  meet  at  a  place  in  Oonneotiout,  render- 
ed memorable  by  their  meeting.  Those  dele- 
gates recommended  to  the  several  States  the 
propriety  of  proposing  snoh  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  as  would  prohibit  Congress  from 
passing  any  law  laying  an  embai^  for  any 
period  longer  than  sixty  days.  Kear  this  time, 
the  people  of  Kentucky,  dissatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  one  of  their  senators,  who  voted 
against  the  late  war,  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  proposed  aaoh  alterations  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Sta^  as  would  reduce 
the  term  of  a  Senator  in  Oongress  to  four 
yean ;  and  the  people  of  Tennessee,  who  act 
with  unusual  despatch,  in  peace  and  war, 
actuated,  perhaps,  by  similar  motives,  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitntion,  which  passed-  both  branches, 
with  only  six  dissenting  vcuees,  fixing  the 
senatorial  term  at  three  years.  Suppose  tiiese 
various  propositions  had  been  attended  to; 
suppose  all  the  propositions  to  amend  the 
MHutitntion  that  have  been  made^  itinoe  its 


adoption,  had  been  followed  up  with  actual 
amendments,  what  would  our  constitution  now 
have  been?  Cherish  this  spirit  of  innovatioiL 
this  disposition  to  make  the  constitution  bend 
to  alt  the  grievances  that  some  men  suppose 
exist,  and  what  will  our  constitntion  be  in  a 
few  years  to  come  t  A  Motato  pavement,  in 
truth ;  here  a  piece  (tf  white  stone,  and  there 
a  piece  of  black. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  propositions  now 
under  discussion,  I  have  not  heard  any  call 
frtHO  the  people,  that  aa^t  to  be  heeded  <»■ 
r^^ed.  The  resolntions  adopted  by  the 
Legi^ure  of  Tennessee,  have  not  yet  been  oon- 
curred  in  by  a  single  State.  The  New  York 
Le^atnre,  as  well  as  that  of  Hassachnsett^ 
have  reported  ag^nst  them.  Neither  Sontii 
Carolina  nor  Georgia  has  taken  any  order  upon 
tiion ;  and  if  any  State  has,  it  is  unknown  to 
me.  Tet,  from  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  of 
some  gentlemen,  who  have  addressed  the  com- 
mittee, one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
people  were  ripe  for  revol^  or,  to  use  the 
quoted  language  of  the  genneman  from  Ten 
nessee,  (Mr.  Polk.)  were  ready  "  to  cry  aloud, 
and  spare  not."  Yet  the  people,  who  are  able, 
tiuroi4^  the  Le^flhdnres  a-  the  several  States, 
to  d^  in  efl)»^  what  we  are  called  npm  to  do 
for  them,  are  peaceable,  quiet,  contented,  and 
satisfied.  When  they  are  diasatiafied,  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  hear  from  them,  and  th^ 
will  be  listened  to.  I  have  heard  of  three 
physicians,  who,  by  concert,  met  the  same  man 
at  difierent  places,  within  a  given  time,  each 
telling  him  that  he  was  unwell,  that  he  was 
dangerously  ilL  and  who  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing nim,  though  in  perfect  health,  that  he  was, 
in  fact,  dangeroualy  ill.  Dp  gentiemen  look 
for  like  sncoess  in  their  attempts  to  satisfy  the 
people  their  rights  are  sacrificed,  end  their 
liberties  in  danger  t  If  they  do,  they  will,  as 
I  apprehend,  be  disappdnted.  There  is  yrt 
left  too  mnoh  virtue,  there  is  yet  remaning  too 
mnoh  intelligence.  I  am,  Hr.  Chairman, 
almost  prepared  to  say,  that  all  the  amend- 
ments to  tiie  constitution,  which  have  hitherto 
been  made,  were  unnecessary.  Perhaps  the 
11th  article^  relating  to  the  suability  of  States, 
was  necessary ;  but  the  ten  preceding  ones  are, 
as  so  many  declaratory  acts,  a  bill  of  rights,  an 
enumeration  of  rights  reserved,  but  the  reserva- 
tion of  which  did  not  depend  upon  the  enumera- 
tion of  them.  They  are,  in  fact,  like  the  pro- 
positions of  my  honorable  friend  from  Hiusa- 
ohusetts,  (Mr.  Baiuby,)  giving  to  Oongress  the 
power  to  make  roads,  to  cut  and  oonstmct 
canals,  when  a  large  nudority  of  this  House 
have  no  donbt  Ooagnm  has  now  this  power, 
and  whm  a  la^  nudori^  <tf  the  nation  is  as 
well  satisfied  as  to  the  power  of  Coagresa,  as 
this  House  is. 

I  come,  now,  sir,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  which  was  made  in  1804^  relative 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  iWident 
This  was  the  result  of  a  supposed  evil  manifest- 
ed in  the  Section  of  Vr,  JeSbrson,  in  180L 
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If  nnmerooB  baUotaius  were  evils,  they  were 
k4eed  nuuufested;  bnt  those  kind  of  evils 
oiBt  in  all  oar  State  Legialidnrea,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Senators  to  Congreas,  as  well  as  in  the 
election  of  other  officers.  Similar  evils  exist  in 
all  the  Eastern  States,  where,  in  qnestions  sob- 
mitted  to  the  people,  majorities  are  necessary 
to  a  choice;  but,  with  a  foil  knowledge  of 
them,  and  tne  consequent  inconvenience  and 
dday  growing  out  of  tbem,  the  people  of  the 
Kew  England  States  have  always  snbmitted 
to  them.  In  the  I^reddential  dection  referred 
to,  no  one  will  omtend  that  the  people's  choice 
was  not  elected  1^  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentsr 
tivea,  and  that,  if  a  nuuority  Prendent  was 
Bobaeqooitly  dected,  a  m^ori^  Preradent  was 
at  that  period  chosen.  'Bat,  sir,  in  rewarding 
too  much  the  inconvenience  of  that  election, 
and  applying  a  remedy  to  it — an  alteration  of 
the  Conetitntion  of  the  United  States — I  am 
apprehensive  the  rights  of  the  small  States 
were  invaded,  the  effects  of  which  were  not 
foreeeen,  bnt  will  hereafter  be  seriously  felt; 
and  that  all  the  dnall  States  which  voted  for 
tiiat  amendment  were  guilty  of  a  sniddal  act ; 
an  act  which  diveBted  uiodh  of  one-half  of  their 
finoe  and  political  power;  and.  adi^  the  pro* 
posed  ainendments,  they  win  have  bnt  a  very 
fittle,  if  any,  left  It  will  be  oonceded,  that 
the  small  States  have  a  contingent  power,  and 
political  force,  valoable  to  them  as  members 
of  the  Confedentoy,  whenever  the  election  of 
President  devolves  npon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  and  any  amendment  of  the  conati- 
tation  which  takes  sway  this  contingent 
power,  or  renders  the  exercise  of  it  less  fre- 
qnent,  affects  the  rights  of  those  States  which 
are  benefited  by  the  exerdse  of  it.  Then  the 
qneotioa  recurs,  was  the  election  more  liable 
to  oome  to  the  Hoose,  imvions  to  the  amend- 
ment of  1804,  than  it  now  is  t  If  it  was,  then 
the  alteration  or  amendment  was  one  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  oaall  States. 
But  this  is  not  all :  that  amendment  took  from 
the  small  States  an  influence  in  the  primary 
eleotion,  which  they  might  have  exercised,  and 
which  they  cannot  now  exerdse.  Prior  to 
that  amen^enlj  the  State  of  ^ode  Island,  by 
her  vote  alone  in  the  primary  election,  might 
have  elected  the  President,  or  might  have  de- 
termined which  of  the  two  cancudates  voted 
fiw,  for  the  Preadency  and  Vice  Presidency, 
should  be  the  President ;  and  in  the  election 
of  1800,  if  the  eight  votes  of  Booth  Carolina 
had  been  given  to  the  fedwal  candidates, 
Adama  aaA  PSnckn^,  (and  it  was  sopposed 
tb^  would  have  beoM  Bhode  Idsnd  woold 
have  elected  the  Preddent  inasmuch  as 
Adams  received  one  more  of  the  electcnral  votes 
of  that  State,  than  General  Pinokney.  The 
conmiittee  will  indulge  me  while  I  read  one  or 
two  extracts  from  the  speech  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Griswoldf  of  Gonnecticnt,  on  the  amend- 
ment of  1804 : 

**Tbe  Coostittition  of  the  United  Sutes  is  a 
sonpset  Ibrmed  by  the  sevwal  States,  to  and  Ibr 


[H.  OP  R. 

the  general  good.  It  is  well  known  to  have  been 
produced  bj  a  spirit  of  compronuse  among  the 
several  States;  that  much  difficultj  arose  m  its 
formatioD ;  and  perhaps  in  no  one  article  of  the 
eonstitutitni  could  have  arisen  greater  jealouaes  be- 
tween the  laner  and  smaller .  States,  than  that 
pointiugout  the  mode  of  electing  (he  Chief  H^;iB- 
trate.  The  larger  States,  as  Is  natural  to  suppose, 
would  contend  for  an  election  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  as  they  there- 
by would  secure  more  votes ;  the  smaller  States,  on 
the  principle  that  it  was  a  confederation  of  States, 
would  contend  for  an  equal  vote ;  that  is,  to  vote 
by  States,  and  not  by  population  or  numbers.  To 
settle  the  dUBcuIty,  tiie  present  article  was  agreed 
to,  and  thereby  both  of  the  above  prindplM,  as 
contended  for  by  the  larger  and  smaller  States, 
adopted  to  a  certain  extent ;  the  mode  being  a 
mixture  of  both  princiidea.  ilrst,  it  permits  the 
election  of  President  to  be  by  numbers ;  that  Is, 
giving  each  State  votes  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation ;  whereby  the  larger  States,  conridered  in 
thrir  corporate  capadty  as  Sutes,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  smaOer  States,  fa>  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity as  States.  But,  in  case  of  s  fidhure  of  chdce 
in  the  first  mode,  then  the  second,  of  choodng  by 
States,  is  to  be  pursued,  whereby  the  smaller  ntatei 
have  an  equal  vote  with  the  laiger  States. 

"  In  no  other  [dace  than  on  this  floor,  are  the 
smaller  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  larger 
States,  in  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  It  foQowB,  then,  of  course,  that  the  greater  the 
chance  of  brin^g  the  States  to  a  vote  on  this 
floor,  the  more  adVantageons  it  is  td  the  smaller 
States ;  as,  here,  the  smdler  States  are  as  powerfid 
as  the  larger  States.  By  the  constitutitm,  as  it  now 
stands,  there  are  two  chances  for  a  choice  of  Fred- 
dent  on  this  floor :  Ist,  when  there  are  more  per- 
sona than  one  who  have  a  constitutional  n^jority 
of  votes,  and  are  equal  in  number ;  2d,  when  there 
is  no  person  who  has  a  constitutional  m^ority. 
Only  one  of  the  above  eases  can  happen  at  a  time; 
bnt  there  is  always  a  chance  for  one  of  the  two  to 
happen.  But,  by  the  proposed  amendment,  tiie 
first  befhrementioned  chance  can  never  hatq>en ;  H 
is  wholly  taken  away,  and  only  one  possible  chance 
of  voting  on  this  floor  by  States  is  left ;  for,  when 
your  b^ots  designate  who  la  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent, it  can  never  happen  that  more  persouB  than 
one  can  have  a  constitutional  majority  of  votes. 
One  chance,  then,  of  voting  on  this  flow  by  States 
being  taken  away,  by  the  proposed  amendment,  It 
follows,  irresistibly,  that  the  smaller  States  wiU  be 
injured,  and  the  larger  States  ben^ted. 

"  The  present  mode  for  bringing  forward  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  President  and  Vice  President 
is  the  least  liable  to  call  forth  art,  intrigue,  and 
corruption  ;  the  nnoert^ty  of  the  event,  and  the 
^fficulty  of  malting  arran^ments,  are  strong 
checks  to  the  artful  and  designing.  But,  the  mo- 
ment the  mode  pointed  out  by  this  resolution  is 
adopted,  the  door  for  intrigno  and  corruption  is 
open;  the  candidates  and  weir  friends  can  calcu- 
late with  certainty,  and  apply  the  means  direct ; 
the  power  of  party,  influence  of  office,  art,  cun- 
ning, intrigue,  and  corruption,  will  all  be  used,  and 
used  to  eBect,  because  the  olyeot  is  certain."  * 

And  now,  Ur.  Oh^rman,  pwmit  me,  in  this 
stage  of  my  argtunent^  to  noUee  one  remark  of 
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the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vii^^inia,  who 
&st  addreaaed  the  committea,  (Mr.  Abohxb,) 
that  the  deotion  of  President  hy  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  was  oooaidered,  b^  the  framers 
of  the  coDslitiition,  as  a  mere  dernier  resort, 
and  one  wbidi  it  was  calonlaited  would  seldtHn 
occur.  As  the  oonstitation  stood  before  16(ML 
this  House  was  the  most  probable  resort  of 
eleotion.  and  the  firamers  of  the  constitution 
intended  it  should  be:  for  more  than  three 
months  and  a  hal^  out  of  the  four,  thfe  conven- 
tion were  in  session,  tbej  steadUj  and  nniformlj 
adhered  to  an  eleotion  by  Congress,  and  voted 
down  every  form  of  proposition  which  served 
to  take  it  /rom  Congress  and  give  it  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  will  not  read  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Oonveatioa  of  1787,  inasmuch  as 
they  have  been  repeatedly  referred  to ;  one  or 
two  of  these  extracts  will  suffice: 

"  Joke  2.— In  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Fenneylvania,  moved  to  postpone  Mr,  Ran- 
dolph's motion,  in  rc^Uon  to  the  ElxecDUve,-in  or- 
der to  take  up  his  motion,  to  dinde  the  States  into 
districts,  for  the  eboUse  of  electors ;  this  motion  was 
negatived ;  Teas,  FeaDsylvaiiia  and  Harjland,  Kev 
York  divided.  Kays,  Massachofletts,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Yh^i^  North  Cardina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia. 

"  It  waa  then  voted,  that  the  Preudent  ahotild  be 
diosen  by  Congress  for  seven  years;  Teas,  Mossa- 
ehnsetta,  ConnecUcnt,  New  Yorit,  Delaware,  yir> 
ginia,  North  Carolina,  Soath  Carolina,  Georgia. 
NajH,  Fenosf  Ivania,  Maryland. 

"Jdmk  19.— The  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported to  the  House  the  resolutions  as  agreed  to 
— that  the  President  should  be  ajHwinted  b;  Con- 
gress, for  seven  years,  and  be  inuIgiUa  a  second 
time. 

"  JCLT  17.— The  ninth  resolution  fi*om  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  being  under  consideration,  It 
was  moved  that  the  President  should  be  appointed 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  Congress ;  Yea,  Peansyl- 
vania.  Naya,  9.  It  was  then  moved  that  be  be 
chosen  by  electors  appointed  by  the  State  Le^sla- 
tures;  Yeas,  Delaware  and  Maryland.  Naya,  8.  It 
waa  then  voted,  mmmovM^  that  the  President 
should  be  chosen  by  Congress." 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Ohiurman,  dettdnthe  commit- 
tee by  farther  reading  of  the  prooeedii^  of 
-the  Convention.  I  have  gtme  far  enon^  to 
show,  that  an  elecHon  by  ^e  Honse  was  not 
to  the  ftumers  of  the  constitution,  by  any 
means,  an  unexpected  event.  And  I  think  I 
have  now  shown,  that  the  amendment  of  1804 
was  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  small 
States :  and,  if  they  are  stripped  of  one  right, 
and  divested  of  one  power  after  another,  the 
time  will  soon  arrive,  when  they  will  have 
nothing  remaioiog,  nothing  that  ia  worth  poa- 
sessing.  If  the  fundamental  principles  of  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  changed  for  "light  and  tran- 
nent  causes,"  what  guarantee  have  the  small 
States,  that  will  seoure  to  them  their  eqaal  rep- 
resentation In  Qio  other  branch  of  the  I^giala- 
tmftf  Already  we  are  threatened  with  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  in  which  every  part  of 
the  ooDstitatiQn  can  he  alteredl 
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I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  the  dif- 
ferent modes  of  appointing  electors.  "Each 
State  stiall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Leg- 
islature thereof  may  direct^  a  nam1}er  of  eleo- 
tors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  senators  and 
representatives  to  which  tiie  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Oongreas."  This  is  evidently,  to 
my  mind,  a  State  ri^t,  and  cannot  he  altcrod 
wtthont  impidring  the  rights  <^  the  State. 
Many  have  contended  tiiat  the  State  Legisla- 
tures have  no  right  whatever  to  appoint  the 
eleotors,  and  that  the  fi-amers  of  the  ooDstitn- 
tiou  never  intended,  never  contemplated,  such 
an  appointment,  when,  at  the  first  election  of 
President  the  electors  were  appointed  in  every 
State  in  me  Union,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
by  the  State  Legislatnres.  These  appointments 
were  made  when  the  people  could,  and  no 
doubt  did,  avail  themselves  of  the  aid,  coonsd, 
and  services,  of  the  framers  of  the  constitation 
themselves.  The  Federalist  has  been  frequently 
resorted  to,  as  a  contemporaaeoas  exposition  ot 
the  constitutioa.  It  has  hensa  read  to  warranty 
to  illustrate,  and  to  enforoe,  every  argument 
that  has  been  made.  To  show  tliat  the  State 
Le^slatnres  could  appoint  the  electors,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Madison,  although  tias  mode  is 
not  with  me  a  fiivorite  one,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  one  extract  from  No.  4S,  page 
866: 

"The  State  governments  may  be  regarded  as 
conatituent  and  essential  parts  Uf  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment,  whilat  the  Utter  is  in  nowise  essential  to 
the  operation  or  o^aniaation  of  the  former.  With- 
out the  intervention  of  the  State  Legislatures,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected 
at  all;  they  must,  in  all  cases,  have  a ^recri  aAore  in 
bis  appointment,  and  will,  perhaps,  in  mott  com^ 
themtelvu,  ddamtM  A.^ 

In  many  cases,  the  State  Legislatares  may 
appoint  the  electors  with  the  fullest  ^proba- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people:  in  some,  tiiej 
would  be  warranted  in  iriftlriiig  the  appcnnfr- 
ments  from  expediency,  policy,  and  from  neces- 
sity. Let  ns  advert  to  the  election  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  Presidency,  when  there  was  soarcely 
a  dissenting  voice,  or  one  raised  in  opposition 
to  him.  In  his  election,  waa  the  apointment 
of  the  eleotors  by  the  State  Leg^latnres  an  en- 
croachment  upon  the  rights  of  tlie  pooplel 
When  Mr.  Jenerscm  was,  for  the  second 
a  candidate  for  the  Fresidoioy ,  there  was  hardly 
an  organized  ^position  to  him,  and  in  many 
States  in  the  Union,  thore  was  no  opposition. 
Under  such  circumstances,  was  the  exercise  of 
this  appointing  power  by  those  State  Legtala- 
tares  who  thoaght  proper  to  eiercise  it,  an  in- 
vasion of  the  people's  nghtst  There  are  cases, 
I  repeat,  in  which  the  exercise  of  this  power 
by  the  State  Legislatures  may  be  juatifiea  from 
necessity,  and  policy  also.  Take,  for  illostra* 
tion,  the  case  of  a  State,  one-half  of  which,  hi 
time  of  war,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
— this  may  be  considered  an  extreme  case,  bat 
it  was  the  situation  of  Mune  during  the  late  war 
— «a  deotitm  by  distiicts  would  be  impraotioa 
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We ;  and-  although  the  territory,  in  the  posees- 
non  of  tiio  enemy  is,  for  some  pttrposee,  con- 
adered  in  the  light  of  a  foreign  territory,  I  ask 
gentlemen,  if  the  electoral  votes  of  a  State  are 
to  be  curtailed  by  this  temporary  poesearaon? 
If  not,  then,  ex  ruemitate,  the  Le^sutnre  must 
npoint.  We  leain  from  Uie  gentleman  from 
aarth  Oarolisa,  who  first  addressed  the  com- 
iiritlee,(Mjr.  Savhdibs,)  that  the  Lef^slatare  of 
Act  State  once  exerdsed  this  appdnting  pow- 
CTf  and,  in  doing  eo,  nobly  snstamed  Ifr.  Hadi- 
•on.  SiXy  the  case  referred  to  that  honorable 
gmtlMnan,  ia  a  ease  in  point,  to  ehow  that  it  is 
aometimes  expedient,  and  ml^  be  good  policy, 
far  State  Legialatores  to  exercise  this  power. 
The  case  referred  to,  was  one  daring  the  late 
war;  and  wmbinationt  were  thm  the  order  of 
the  day ;  the  avowed  ol^ects  of  which  were,  a 
qteedy  peace,  and  a  glorious  tenmnation  of  the 
war.  There  was  too  mooh  reason  for  believing 
that  these  were  not  the  real  o^ects.  The  votes 
of  Pom^lvania  and  Nortii  Garalina  were  ne- 
CDMary  to  secure  the  re-electifm  (tf  Ur.  Madison, 
and^  *'to  make  assurance  donUy  flnre,**  the 
Legutatore  of  North  Carolina  interposed. 
They  were,  in  my  opinion,  justified  tai  exer- 
dnns  a  right,  which,  by  the  oonstitotion,  it 
was  lawful  for  them  to  exerdse,  and,  under 
rimilar  circumstances,  would  be  a{^  justified. 
If  the  choice  of  electors  had  been  submitted  to 
the  people,  the  result  mieht  have  been  different, 
and  still  that  resolt  woxUd  not  have  been  a  fair 
«xpres8ion  of  the  voice  of  the  paopU  of  the 
State,  but  an  expression  of  the  opinions  of 
those  who  were  at  home,  when  ten  thousand 
<tf  the  independent  freemen  of  that  State  might 
have  been  abroad,  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country. 

In  fbrther  iBustration  of  tbls  policy  and  ex- 
paffienCT,  vaSSer  me  to  advert  to  another  case, 
of  which  I  am  reminded  by  seeing  near  me  my 
worthy  friend  from  Haasachnsetts,  (Mr.  Evxb- 
XTT.)  In  reference  to  the  political  or  puty  dis- 
tinctions, as  they  have  existed,  the  town  of 
Marbieheed,  distinguished  as  the  birthplace  of 
one  Vice  President  and  otiier  illustrious  men, 
and  more  distingniebed  for  the  enterprise, 
iandable  zeal,  ana  uniform  patriotism  of  its  cit- 
iaens,  stood,  at  the  oonunencement  of  the  late 
war,  in  the  prf^>ortion  of  six  hundred  and  fifty 
voters  on  one  side,  to  about  sixty  or  seventy  on 
the  other.  During  the  war,  ^e  citizens  of 
that  place  were  fitting  the  battles  of  their 
eonnbT,  in  the  army,  in  the  navy,  on  board  of 
private  armed  vessels — on  the  land,  on  the 
lakes,  and  on  the  ocean.  The  town  was  liter- 
ally drained  of  its  population;  and,  daring  the 
war,  at  one  period,  the  minor  party  succeeded 
in  electing  their  candidate  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  State.  Sir,  the  political  sentiments  of  a 
State  may  be  changed  in  &e  same  way  as  were 
changed  the  political  sentiments  of  the  town 
rsfemd  to.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  if  it  would  be  a 
■tretoh  of  power,  on  the  part  of  any  State  Leg- 
idatarei,  wnoee  monbers  are  ohoem  by  a  iul 
a^waioii  of  the  (^rfnioiu  frfall  the  people  of  a 
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State,  wheu  at  liome,  and  qtiieUy  pursuing  their 
wonted  ocoapation,  which  should  exercise  this 
appointing  power,  altboogh  thejn^Jority  of  the 
people  at  home,  and  the  majority  brought  about 
m  the  way  referred  to,  entertain  opinions  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  the  members  <a  the  State 
L^slatnre? 

These  are  my  reasons,  Ur.  Chairman,  against 
takinff  from  the  State  Legislatures  the  right  to 
exerdee  this  power.  I  do  not  nresume  it  will 
be  often  exercised :  seldom  when  it  is  known 
that  the  people  are  averse  to  the  exerdse  of  it; 
and  there  may  be  cases  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
exercised.  I  will  chum  the  indulgence  of  tbe 
committee,  whilst  I  examine  the  proposed  mode 
of  dioioe  by  districts.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that,  by  this  mode,  a  minority  may 
elect:  and  the  late  vote  in  Maryland  has  been 
referred  to,  where  a  minority  of  those  who 
voted,  elected  seven  of  the  eleven  electors.  In 
a  late  congreesional  election  Of  Representatives 
to  Congress,  by  districts,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  members  elected  there  were  chosen, 
to  use  terms  introdneed  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, fourteen  CSintonians  to  twenty  Buoktail 
members,  when  the  ag^p*egate  votes  given  to 
the  Clintonians  far  ontnumbered  those  ^ven  to 
the  other  party. 

The  election  by  districts  might,  in  many 
cases,  restrain  the  power  of  large  States,  and 
lessen  their  force  and  influence,  more  e^ecially 
those  large  States  that  had  not  a  candidate  of 
their  own ;  and  if,  coming  as  I  da  from  one  of 
the  smallest  States  in  the  Union,  I  could  be  ao- 
tnated  by  motives  which,  I  hope,  have  not  in- 
fiuenced  others,  I  should  not  object  to  this ;  but 
I  am  not  inflaenoed  by  such  considerationa; 
willing  to  retain  all  the  powers  the  omstitation 
confemd  upon  the  amaller  States;  and  willing, 
at  the  same  tdme,  the  large  States  should  derive 
from  the  constitution  all  the  advantages  their 
numbers  can  give  them.  In  districts,  there  is  a 
bettOT  field  presented  for  intrigue  and  corrup- 
tion; as  you  lessen  the  sphere  of  operation  o^ 
some  men,  you  enable  them  to  concentrate  their 
forces,  and  to  act  with  more  success  and  efficien- 
cy. There  Is  one  view  which  I  shall  take  of  the 
election  by  districts,  which  is  different  from  the 
views  of  any  of  those  who  have  preceded  me. 
It  is  contended  that  the  district  system  is  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  rights,  the  power,  and  in- 
fluence of  the  small  States.  I  hold  directly  the 
reverse  to  be  the  case :  district  the  small  States^ 
and,  in  the  primair  elections,  they  will  lose 
what  little  politico  force  and  influence  they 
now  have.  And  why?  Because  the  large 
States,  hereafter,  will  have  the  President  and 
Vice  President;  they  will  be  men  who  reside 
in  those  States,  are  bom  there,  or  are  a  favorite 
of  those  States.  From  State  pride,  and  the 
esprit-du-corps,  which  will  always  have  an  in- 
fluence, they  will  hereafter  present  an  undi- 
vided vote,  let  the  mode  of  election  be  what  it 
may,  by  general  ticket,  by  Legislature,  or  by 
districts.  The  nnall  States,  and  the  States  of 
ieo(mdai7  grade^  having  no  candidateB|  fiaotion 
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maj  tear  them,  and  diviEdon  destroy  their  force. 
New  Tork  and  Pennsylvania  have  nearly  as 
many  of  the  votes  as  five  of  the  Eastwn  States, 
six  of  the  States  lying  in  the  valley  <tf  the  Uls- 
ffissippi,  and  Ker  Jersey,  and  Delaware;  the 

!>roportion  is  as  dxty-foor  to  seventy-one.  Se- 
ect  from  New  York  the  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency, and  from  Pennsylvania  the  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Presidenoy,  and  those  States  will 
hereafter  give  an  nndirided  vote,  whether  the 
choice  be  by  districts,  legislatnre,  or  general 
ticket;  bat  divide  the  thirteen  States  to  which 
I  have  referred,  into  districts,  perhaps  the  time 
will  never  arrive,  when  one-half  of  their  votes 
will  be  given  to  any  one  candidate.  We  can- 
not jadge  of  the  fdtore  by  the  past;  the  local, 
the  political  distinctions,  which  have  existed, 
wiE  not  last  £>rev»;  and  we  oi^it  to  reoolleot 
tha^  in  ^ftVing  this  amendment,  or  the  other 
amendment  to  tfie  oonstitntipn,  if  we  now  have  in 
view  one  poUtioalp  interest,  or  another  interest, 
the  course  that  will  best  promote  the  interest 
of  this  or  that  man,  the  oonstitntioo,  with  the 
amendments  that  may  be  made,  may  ontlive  all 
those  interests  and  all  the  individuals,  that  can 
be  affected  by  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
amendments  that  may  be  agreed  to.  Lmve  it 
optional  with  the  States  to  3eot  by  district,  or 
otherwise,  as  may  liest  snbserve  their  own  pur- 
poses, and  as  the  people  of  the  several  States 
mar  think  best — ^for  they  will  govern,  tiiey  will 
he  heard,  and  will  have  that  mode  which  they 
prefer-gentiemm  need  not  give  thenuelTes 
any  ^prehensions  on  this  snl^ect 

As  to  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Con- 
gress, in  all  bat  the  Eastern  States,  a  plurality 
alone  is  all  that  is  r^nired  to  make  a  choice ; 
in  tiie  New  England  States,  the  oandidfvte  that 
is  elected,  mnst  have  a  minority  of  all  the  votes 
polled.  Here,  then,  is  an  essential  difference 
as  to  the  mode  of  choice— a  difference  I  have 
been  made  sensibly  to  feel.  Hnch  has  been 
■aid  abont  a  minority  President;  rum  eomtat 
ono-half  of  the  representatives  on  this  floor  are 
minority  representatives.  The  honorable  mover 
of  these  resolntions  may  come  here  as  a  repre- 
sentative, when- a  large  mi^oritj  ttf  his  oonstit- 
juokta  may  be  opposed  to  his  eleotioq.  1 60 
not  think  that  will  soon  take  place:  fbr  I  learn 
that  gentieman  is  deservedly  popular  in  his 
distriot;  and  if  zeal,  fideUty,  and  a  display  of 
shining  talents  in  advooating  th^  interests, 
and  goar^ng  their  righte,  can  aecorepopnlarity, 
he  will  with  them  long  continue  to  be  popular. 
Yet,  in  that  gentieman's  district,  if  A  naa  two 
thousand  and  fifty  votes,  B  two  thousand  and 
forty-nine,  and  0  two  thousand  and  forty-nine, 
A  is  elected,  although  there  is  almost  a  ma- 
jority of  two  to  one  agiunat  him ;  and  A,  elected 
under  such  droomstanoea,  ia,  undoubtedly,  the 
people's  candidate^  and  is  elected  by  the  people. 
Thwe  ia,  at  pieseot,  among  the  States,  no  uni- 
formity as  to  the  time  w  ^ecthig  members, 
although  Congress  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  TTmted  States,  have  the  power  <^  fixing  the 
time;  yet^  Omj  never  have  lidenfored,  and  a 
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committee  raised  npon  that  mtigect,  at  this  see* 
aion,  have  reported  almost  unammoosly  agunst 
any  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress.  If 
there  be  evils  growing  out  of  t^is  state  of  thiofla 
Congress  has  wisely  left  the  ranedy  in  the 
power  of  the  several  States,  to  be  applied  as 
they  may  think  most  jadicious. 

I  come  now,  Ur.  Chairman,  to  the  othw 
prqpoitition,  and  certainly  the  most  important 
one,  if  the  rights  and  mterests  of  the  snudi 
States  are  to  ba  either  guarded  or  protected — 
the  proposition  which  contemplates  the  removal 
of  the  Section  of  President  from  the  House 
of  Bepreseatativesf  and  the  loss  which  tjiesmall 
States  will  oonseqaentiy  snst^ ;  judging  from 
the  tenor  of  the  remarks  and  arguments  of  the 
honorable  mover,  they  are  to  have  no  compen- 
sation, and  are  to  be  in  no  w^  indemnified. 
This  contingent  power  ia  all-important  to  the 
small  States,  and,  wUhout  it^  some  of  than 
would  have  never  become  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy, nor  come  Into  the  Union.  Rhode 
Island  did  not  become  a  member  xmtil  late  in 
the  year  1790,  and  then  by  a  minority  of  only 
two  votes,  in  the  second  convention  that  was 
called  to  adopt  the  oonstitution ;  and  this  re- 
sult was  produced  by  bringing  to  bear  the 
weight  and  influence  of  the  wealth  and  aris- 
tocracy of  the  State.  Such  were  the  jealousies 
and  ^prehensions  of  the  people  of  that  State; 
so  tenacious  were  the^  of  meir  rights;  tb^ 
relnotanUy  yielded  then-  assmt,  and  joined  tfa« 
Confederacy.  But,  sir,  if  the  members  of  that 
Convention  had  been  told,  that  within  thirty- 
six  years  of  the  time  the  people  of  that  State 
became  members  of  the  Union,  propositions 
would  be  made,  serioasly  discussed,  and  strong- 
ly, ably  enforced,  calculated  to  deprive  that 
State  of  the  benefits  one  of  the  features  in  the 
coustitntion  gave  to  it,  and  the  one  that  was 
best  calculated  to  preserve  Uie  political  power 
of  small  States,  Bhode  Island  would  never  have 
become  a  member  of  the  national  Union,  nor 
come  into  it  other  tiian  a  conquered  province, 
We  need  but  look  into  the  constitution  to  show 
that  it  was  formed  in  the  spirit  of  oompromiae 
and  in  reference  to  State  rights;  andanyaltera- 
titma  which  affect  those  n^ts,  is  such  an  in- 
fringement upon  the  compact  itself  as  to  de- 
stroy the  compromise  upon  which  it  was  form- 
ed. The  compromise  is  seen  in  the  equal  rep- 
rraentation  in  the  Senate,  in  the  treaty-making 
power,  in  the  q>portionment  of  representatives 
and  direct  taxes,  and  in  the  choice  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  on  the  final  vote,  in  the 
House  of  Bei>reBentatives ;  and  no  part  of  the 
compromise  is  more  important  to  the  small 
States  than  the  latter.  To  show  the  light  in 
wliich  the  Convention  viewed  the  great  work 
they  had  completed,  I  will  read  one  or  two 
extracts  from  the  letter  of  Wwhington,  written 
after  the  constitution  was  framed : 

■*It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw,  with  pre- 
ciaioD,  the  line  between  thosa  rights  which  must  be 
surrendered,  and  tiuiae  which  may  be  reserved; 
and,  on  the  present  oooaakm,  this  (Bfienlty  was  !»• 
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mued  by  a  difference  tmong  the  fevenl  fitatea  u 
to  their  aitaaltoii,  extent,  benti,  end  puUoular  is- 
teiett.  cotntitotiott  iridch  we  nov  prwent  is 
tbe  reeolt  of  a  vgbAt  of  emity,  and  of  that  matual 
dArence  and  conceamon  wMch  the  peculiarity  of 
w  pcdhical  dtoadon  rendered  indispeosable." 

If  tiie  oouBdtntMm  tw  ibnned  in  the  true 
tffUi  of  compromise,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire  into  the  relative  loss  and  ^ain  W 
tvem  the  large  and  small  States ;  and  1^  upon 
isTestigation,  it  shall  be  fonnd  that  the  common 
nd  practical  operation  of  the  oonstitation  has 
been  each,  ana  will  oontdnne  to  be  snoh^  as  to 
lenen  the  weight  of  the  small  States,  with  all 
tiieir  contingent  advantages,  they  will  be  fiilly 
jostified  in  claiming  and  exerciong  all  the  rifhts 
which  were  folly  guaranteed  to  them.  Wnen 
tlw  oooBtitatioD  was  framed,  presented  to  the 
people,  and  adopted  by  the  small  States,  it  was 
•speoted  the  immber  of  States  voold  be  In- 
rnned;  bat  no  one  antidpated  llie  rapid  in- 
eKaae,  and  no  om  antidpated  the  incorporation 
of  States  ont  of  territonee  not  within  the  old 
donunion  of  the  United  States;  and  every  ad- 
dttim  of  States  which  has  been  made  to  the 
XTmon,  has  decreased  the  power  of  the  old 
States,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and 
has,  by  making  necessary  sn  increase  of  the 
n^iTesentative  ratio,  decreased  also  the  power  of 
ttu  olA  States  in  me  other  branch  of^the  Na- 
tional L^pslatore.  "When  the  constitiition  was 
adopted,  the  federative  voice  bore  proportion 
to  tJie  popular  voice,  of  twenty-six  to  six^-five ; 
flim  wwe  then  thirteen  States,  with  twenty- 
rfx  Senators,  and  aixtf-five  Bq>resentatives ;  of 
vlndi  Kew  Hampatdre  had  three,  Massachn- 
ntti  rf^t,  Bhode  Island  on&  Conneotiont  five. 
Hew  York  rix,  New  Jersey  fpar,  Pennsylvania 
H^t,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six,  Yii^ia 
ten,  North  and  South  Oarolina  each  five,  and 
G«OTgia  three.  Now,  the  federative  voice  bears 
I  proportion  to  tiie  popular  voi(%of  forty-eight 
to  two  hundred  and  ttiirteen.  When  the  oon- 
lUtation  was  adopted,  Bhode  Island,  with  one 
Bepresentative,  had  one  sixty-fifth  of  the  whole 
iqireeentation,  and  Delaware  the  same;  but 
tow,  Rhode  Island,  with  two  Representatives, 
'  Ittsnot  one  hundred  and  nxth  part  of  the  whole 
i^naentatimi,  uid  Delawwe  baa  now  a  two 
bandied  and  tUrteentli  put  of  the  whole, 
bdi  had  we-thirteeuth  <«  the  repreeoitation 
k  the  Semte;  now,  bnt  one  twwty-fourth. 
bch  bad  <Hte-thfatieth  of  the  electoral  votes ; 
BOW,  Rhode  Island  has  abont  one  sixty-fifth, 
ud  Delaware  one  dghty-seventh.  'Each  had, 
on  the  final  vote,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
one-thirteenth — end  now,  one  twen^- 
.  Small  States,  in  upportionments,  mSer 
more  than  large  ones,  by  their  fractions.  Take 
ftam  Rhode  luand  one  Bepresentative,  and  yon 
tike  one-half  of  her  whole  representation :  take 
fnm  New  York  one,  that  State  will  have 
fldr^-three  remaining:  and  if  Rhode  Island 
■boold  lose  one  Representative,  that  State  must 
Imealargefhwtionfor  years.  Delaware  has 
Mraf^imcnofthlrtj-twothoiuBiid;  and,  if 
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the  late  apportionment  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  when  under  discussion, 
had  become  a  law,  Rhode  Mand  would  have 
been  left  with  a  fraction  of  thirty-eight  thon- 
sand.  Small  States  are  continoally  Ual>le  to 
suffer  in  this  mode.  Onoe,  in  every  ten  years, 
Rhode  Island  most  stmg^  for  one-hdf  of  her 
representstaon. 

What,  sir,  is  the  effect  of  this  fraction,  con- 
sidering the  usages,  as  well  ais  many  of  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  the  Government  ?  In  the  distri- 
bution  among  the  several  States  of  many  of  the 
Government /a«org,  I  do  not  speak  of  Executive 
patronage,  the  representative  ratio  is  resorted 
to  as  a  rule.  This  is  the  standard  by  which  the 
appointment  of  cadets  for  the  military  school  is 
governed,  I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  my 
desk  a  bill  which  has  been  reported,  creating 
a  stmool  fimd,  which  contemplates  a  distribn- 
tion  of  the  same,  according  to  tiie  nnmbA  of 
R^reeentatives  in  each  State;  and,  npon  the 
praiciples  of  this  bill,  your  State  has  a  fraction 
of  thirty-two  thousand,  which  can  derive  no 
benefit  whatever  from  it.  Small  States  must 
always  suffer,  in  the  distribution  of  public 
moneys.  When  standing  alone,  their  expecta- 
tions must  be  small,  or  they  will  certfunly  be 
disappointed.  Tbe  most  succesafnl  argument 
that  was  urged,  and  probably,  the  most  judi- 
(nous  one,  that  was  made  in  favor  of  the  fortifi- 
cations now  erecting  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
bottomed  npon  the  importance  of  the  forti- 
fications to  other  States.  The  waters  of  the 
Narraganaett  Bu*  were  the  key  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Suppose,  mi, 
a  question  shoold  arise,  in  the  location  of  the 
contemplated  naval  school,  l>etween  Delaware 
and  the  State  of  New  York — and  Delaware, 
for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  we  will  say,  was 
the  most  suitable  place,  would  the  small  State 
of  Delaware,  with  one  Representative,  able  and 
distinguished  as  he  is,  stand  an  eqnal  chance, 
here  or  elsewhere,  with  the  great  State  of  New 
York,  with  her  thirty-four  Representatives! 
These  are  inconveniences  which  the  smaller 
States  must  cfdculate  upon.  Suppose  two  men 
were  equally  qualified  for  the  Presidency,  and 
had  equal  claims,  one  living  in  Delawara,  and 
the  other  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  or  Yir- 
ginia— which  wonld  be  the  most  likely  to  buo- 
oeed  t  Sir,  I  doubt,  if  Washington  bad  been  a 
citizen  and  resident  of  one  of  the  smallest  States, 
whether  he  would  have  been  elected  a  second 
time. 

While  the  smaller  States  have  not  had,  by 
the  common  operation  of  the  constitution,  all 
the  benefits  and  advantages  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect,  I  will  proceed  to  show,  that 
the  influence  an'S  political  power  of  some  of 
the  laiver  States  have  increased,  beyond  the 
calculation  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  increase  has  been  much  great- 
er than  the  States  to  which  I  shall  refer  antici- 
pated. I  approach,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  anl^eot 
with  reluctance,  «m  manibvi  eerte  tremuUs — 
knowing,  ^ow  seiudtive  vobj  gentlonen  on 
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this  floor  are,  whenerer  the  sabjeot  I  propose, 
but  for  a  moment,  to  examine,  is  brought  into 
disousuon,  and  belieTing  it  right,  that  their 
sensations  shoold  be  eicited,  whenever  any 
diaonsaion  shoold  remind  them  of  their  un- 
pleasant and  unfortnuate  oircomstances :  but, 
sir,  gentlemen, will  do  me  the  justice  to  bdieve 
me,  when  I  tell  them  I  speak' tiie  nndissembled 
sentiments  of  my  heart,  when,  in  my  opinion, 
■I  dedare,  that  the  proposed  amendment  urns 
a  deadly  blow  at  the  political  power  of  the 
State  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  seat  in  this 
HoQse.  Shall  I  not,  then,  be  justified  by  tlie 
oooauon,  in  drawii^  an  argument  from  any 
legal  source,  that  wm  haiTe  a  tendency  to  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  in  furor  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  i^ustioe  of  the  proposed 
amendments!  The  constitution  was  framed 
and  adopted  by  the  States,  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
pr Aiise :  and  shall  one  {mrtion  of  the  States 
eqjoy  all.  the  benefits,  while  anothw  shall  be 
d^nived  of  what  it  was  intended  they  should 
eiyoy  ?  Sir,  one  portion  of  the  States  have  en- 
joyed  all  that  they  could  erer  have  expected, 
or  hoped  for — nay,  more.  I  speak  in  reference 
to  States  with  "  a  population  of  a  oertun  kind." 
J  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  nor  on  any  other, 
if  I  can  posub]^  avdd  it  in  this  halLase  a 
term  not  used  in  theX)onBtunti(m  ot  the  United 
States.  Who  can  read  the  third  paragraph,  in 
the  seeond  section,  and  first  article,  of  the  Oon- 
etitntiou  of  the  United  States,  and  not  see  the 
concession  made  by  many  of  the  small  States, 
to  the  States  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee.  "  Bepresentatires  and  di- 
rect taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  which  may  be  included  witiiin  this 
Union,  acording  to  their  respeotive  numbers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  ex- 
olnding  Indians  not  taxed,  three^lfu  qf  all 
fitherpenoM." 

That  this  feature  of  the  federative  system 
was  considered,  at  the  time  tiie  oonstitation 
was  framed,  an  advantage  to  those  States  hav- 
ing the  kind  of  population  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, no  rational  man  can  doubt.    So  im- 

Eortant  was  it  conndered,  that  it  is  a  well- 
nown  fact,  that  two  of  the  States  refused  to 
recommend  the  constitution,  when  formed,  or 
to  be  bound  by  it  until  the  first  clause  in  the 
nintii  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  inserted.  At  the  time  the  constitution 
was  framed,  as  well  as  at  the  period  it  was 
adopted,  but  a  flaw  among  us  thon^t  this  pop- 
ulation would  increase:  It  was  the  nnoeaung 
prayer  of  every  philanthnHnst  in  the  countir, 
that  it  would  not;  and  it  was  oonsequently 
aapposed  that  those  States  which  had  this  pop- 
nlation,  would  derive  no  additional  advantaf^ 
from  it,  in  the  ratio  of  representation  or  other- 
wise. Bot^  ur,  how-  stand  the  &ot8^  at  this 
period! 

At  this  moment,  this  species  of  popolatiou 
ttoionatB,  perhaps,  to  more  than  one  million 


■even  hundred  thousand,  and,  at  the  next  oeu:- 
■ns,  will  fiimidi  me-third  o(  the  represoitatiflsi 
from  those  6ttf«8  where  it  exists  lliose  States, 
with  this  compound  of  population  and  proper^, 
have  bad  the  full  benefit  of  this  feature  in  the 
constitution  introduced  for  their  benefit.  They 
have,  in  fact,  had  the  benefit  withoiU  paying 
except  in  a  few  cases,  the  quid  pro  quo  agreed 
upon :  our  revenue,  exo^t  in  a  very  few  caeei^ 
has  been  dmived  fr<Hn  commerce ;  and  bat  a 
small  pert  of  our  war  debt  has,  or  will  be,  paid 
off  by  direct  taxation.   I  will  not  puraue  this 
subject  furtiier.  The  gentieman  fr<nn  Tomeaaee 
has  intimated  it  ought  never  to  be  referred  to, 
and  has  tfAd  the  committee,  that,  if  this  popu- 
lation does  exist,  in  tiie  late  war  some  of  the 
States  withheld  tbdr  militia,  when  called  for 
by  the  General  Government :.  and  this  refoaal 
b^  some  States,  is  to  shut  out  of  sight,  in  tbm 
discussion  of  State  rights,  the  part  of  the  oooi- 
stitution  referred  to,  and  the  political  power 
given  to  some  States  by  the  means  of  it  t  Bar, 
all  the  old  thirteen  States,  and  particolariy  the 
smaller  States,  who  have  relied  upm  their  rel- 
ative importance  in  the  Senate,  which  is  in  the 
inverse  ratio  of  the  number  of  titat  body,  have 
witziessed  a  dinunution  of  their  strengtii,  in  the 
admisdcHi  of  States  into  tins  Union,  ont  of  ter- 
iit(»ies  not  inolnded  within  the  mnits  of  the 
old  domain,  at  the  adtqrtton  of  the  omstitnUoo. 
It  is,  perhqM,  too  late  to  oontrorert  tiie  otHutt* 
tntioiuli^  of  Buoh  admisdon ;  and,  if  it  oooU 
be  questioned,  and  I  think  it  wdl  might  bo^ 
necessity,  which  knows  no  law,  would  be  re- 
sorted to  for  a  justification :  the  territory  must 
be  purchased,  to  secure  tiie  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  depont  at  New  Orleans; 
and  the  punuiase  could  not  be  efi'eoted,  witfaont 
an  express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  ceesioii, 
binding  the  United  States  to  Admit  '*the  inhab- 
itants of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles -irf 
the  federal  cmutitotion,  to  the  ei^cmnentof 
all  the  rights  cf  t^tkois  of  the  United  States.** 

Two  States  have  alrea^  been  oarred  out  of 
this  territory ;  and,  in  the  eonrse  of  tamejpo^ 
haps,  some  ^^t  or  ten  more  may  be.  When 
the  oonstitutiou  is  examined,  and  it  is  found  to  * 
have  been  "ordained  and  established  for  the 
United  States  of  America,"  and  for  the  territory 
which  belonged  to  the  United  States,  the  same 
being  an  appendage  to  the  United  States :  when 
we  view  tiie  restricted  power,  relative  to  the 
admission  of  new  States;  [here  Mr.  Pbabok 
read  the  tiiird  section  of  article  fourth,  of  the 
constitutionj]  it  may  well  be  questioned,  whether 
the  convention  thatfivmed  or  the  State  conven« 
tions  which  adopted,  the  etmstitation,  supposed 
it  capable  of  accnistniotion  that  has  been  put  upot 
it,  BsiA  which,  in  this  respeot,  it  has  reoeived. 
If  they  did  not,  tiien,  here  lias  been  an  unex- 
pected operation  of  the  constitution,  diminishing 
tiie  power,  if  not  impturing  the  rights,  of  the 
small  States,  and,  in  uot,  of  the  whole  of  the 
Old  Thirteen. 

Sir,  if  public  oonfidflooe^  and  a  deore  to  retain 
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it,  eta^  give  any  aasnnnce  of  a  &HbAil  disoharffe 
of  datm,  a  BepreaentatiTd  of  the  nation  oogM 
to  be  oottsidered  as  safe  an  agen^  as  amranber 
of  a  State  Legidatore.  Every  member  of  this 
Hooae  has  a  aood  share  of  the  confidence  of 
lorty  thooaana  people ;  a  town,  a  boroag^  or 
a  distnct,  with  oranparatiTdy  few  inhabitanta, 
may  return  a  member  of  a  State  Legislatnre. 
A^^in,  we  are  told  by  Ihe  honorable  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDutfis,)  that 
hereafter,  no  man  can  asj^  to  the  Preadential 
diair,  who  has  not  distingnished  hims^  on 
tins  floor,  or  who  has  not  shown  himself  emi- 
— Dtljr  qoalified  to  discharge  the  daties  of  Fre»- 
iden^  by  the  discharge  of  the  daties  of  some  of 
tiie  departments  of  GoTemment.  Be  it  so. 
Who  are  the  best  qualified  to  jndge  ?  And  who 
can  best  jndge  of  the  qaahfications  of  snch 
mea  I  The  members  of  tbis  Hons&  who  asso- 
ciate with  them,  know  them  well,  and  see 
tiiem  ereiy  day,  or  the  members  of  a  State 
Legilatpre,  who  can  bum  them  only  by  repo- 
tanoaf  I(  or,  tbe  deedon  ia  to  be  sent  back 
to  the  States,  to  be  by  them  aettted  by  a  vote, 
in  distiiets,  each  State  to  have  one  rote,  my 
olgeetUMia  will  be  fonnd  applicable  to  a  vote  in 
that  mode — perhaps  they  will  apply  with  more 
force ;  the  votes  in  one  district,  will  settle  the 
rote  of  a  State,  and  twenty  men,  or  less,  can 
«antrol  the  vote  of  the  district,  and  those  men 
formgners,  mere  birds  of  passage :  for,  we  are 
told,  by  the  honorable  gentlonan  from  Hassa- 
eiuuetta,  (Mr.  EtebbttJ  that,  in  some  States, 
the  elective  franchise  is  exteiued  to  aliens,  and 
penons  not  naturalized. 

An  honorable  euitleman  from  New  York, 
Qb.  OuKBBEixsc^)  cannot  fl^ve  tolbe  Adminia- 
toation  hie  sapport.  Sine  Lactyma.  Tbatgen- 
tieuau  is  also  opposed  to  an  election  by  the 
Hooae  of  Representativee.  If  the  distingnished 
dtiseD  who  now  fills  the  Executive  chfdr,  had 
been  elected  by  the  people,  would  my  fHend 
from  New  York  have  been  satisfied  t   If  not, 
his  otfjection  may  not  be  so  much  to  the  mode 
of  Section,  as  to  the  man  elected.   But,  my 
friend  from  New  York  cannotgive  to  this  Ad- 
annistration  his  support.    This  declaration 
created  at  first,  in  my  mind,  some  disagreeable 
seneataons,  and  ^ve  rise  to  some  melanohoty 
xeAeotitHiB.  I  did  not  know  that  the  wheels  of 
GoTemment  could  move,  if  Hercules  withheld 
Ui  strength.  One  hunmred  and  eighty  otu-ks 
ta  the  diffwent  departments,  I  had  been  told, 
had  been  anxiooaly  watching  the  progress  of 
^  appropriation  bill,  and  amdously  wutiug  its 
ImI  passage.   They  were  senm&^  alke  to  the 
aaljeet-matter  of  Uiis  bill.  I  felt  for  them : 
bat,  rince  I  have  ascertained  this  bill  has,  or  is, 
ia  a  iair  way  to  become  a  law,  and  that  the 
MB,  more  benign  to  us  than  he  has  been  to 
Bsoy  of  our  friends  farther  north,  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  has,  as  usuu,  rose,  and, 
MOM  part  of  the  time,  dione,  and  set,  my  mind 
hm  been  greyly  Telteved.  But  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  not  try  the  present  Ad- 
aiaktaatisai  by  its  meamrea:  thii  he  eannot 
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submit  to,  although  his  ^Ustingaiahed  and  mag- 
nanimous leader  ia  perfectly  willing  so  to  do. 
Ferhape  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  ap- 
prehensive, if  he  adopts  this  course,  he  may 
find  nothing  to  owdemn;  and^  as  condem- 
nation is  the  order  of  the  day,  it  is  better  to 
condemn  without  a  trial,  than  not  to  condemn 
at  alL  Sinoe  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
avowed  his  determination  to  oppose  the  Ad- 
ministration at  all  hazardsj'and,  to  do  it  effeo- 
tually,  is  willing  to  encourage  every  species  of 
party,  I  will  resort  again,  bat  for  a  moment,  to 
the  Federalist,  and  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
comes  within  Mr.  Madison's  definition  of  facUon. 

B7  a  flustion,  I  iiDderstaad  a  number  of  c>tlz«nfl, 
whether  amoontln^  to  a  majority  or  nuDority  of  the 
whole,  who  are  niuted  and  actuated  by  Bome  com- 
mon hnpulse  <^  pasdon,  or  of  iuterest,  adverse  to 
the  ri^its  «f  other  dUiena,  or  to  the  pennanent 
interest  <tf  the  community."  • 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  cannot  sqIh 
mit  to  an  Section  by  this  Hoose,  the  ^redding 
offioer  of  which  is  tranaferred  from  the  Speak- 
er's chidr  to  the  place  of  Secretary  of  8tat& 
Would  the  gentleman  have  objected  to  this 
transfer,  if  another  candidate  had  been  chosen 
President;  and  is 'he  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  frienoB  of  one,  at  lejkst,  were  not  willing 
that  the  same  transfer  should  have  been  made, 
in  the  event  of  tlie  choice  of  that  one  I  If  an- 
other candidate  had  been  chosen,  the  Speaker's 
chair  might  have  been  vacated,  and  no  sospi- 
cioDs  would  have  fidlen  on  him  who  had  so 
well  filled  it.  Bir^  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that 
no  Administration  would  have  been  entitled  to 
the  OCTfidmoe  of  the  nation,  and  mme  would 
have  reodved  the  confidence  of  the  peopla 
which  have  overiooked  the  tried  service  and 
just  claims  of  the  Secretary  of  State— the  able 
and  zealons  advocate  of  liberty,  and  whose 
exertions  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  our 
h^py  Government  and  the  free  institntioDs  of 
our  country,  have  been  unequalled;  whose 
views  have  not  been  limited  by  geographical 
lines  or  degrees  of  latitndf^  but  who  has  been 
anxious  to  extend  our  blesdngs  to  the  remotest 
comers  of  the  earth. 

The  caucus  system,  or  king  caucus,  has  been 
introduoed ;  and  frequently  referred  to  in  the 
course  of  the  debate ;  and,  while  some  have 
contended  that  the  removal  of  the  election  from 
this  House  is  necessary,  to  prevent  the  opera- 
tion of  the  amtral  power,  others  have  con- 
tended that  it  is  necessary  to  restore  regular 
nominations.  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  snlfject;  those  conventions  which  fol- 
lowed public  opinion,  and  not  those  which 
precede,  and  endeavor  to  give  a  direction  to  it, 
will  be  respected.  "When  the  country  is 
divided  into  parties,  they  are  necessary  to 
concentrate  their  powers,  and  to  enable  the 
friends  of  candidates  to  act  with  more  effi- 
ciency. I  have,  for  about  twenty  years,  at- 
tended all  the  oauouses  or  oonventions  that 
have  be«i  ludden  in  the  State  frum  which  I 
oome^  except  the  a^Joommeat  <tf  "one  nu- 
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pledged  cancos,"  and  that  I  did  not  attend : 
for,  but  few  conld  tell  wbere  It  was  bolden, 
and  bat  a  few  could  be  admitted ;  and  I  have 
almost  invariably  foand  that  all  which  were 
in  obedience  to  pnblio  opinion,  were  respected, 
and  as  often  as  men  attempted  to  dtotatd  to 
others  the  coarse  they  ahonld  adopL  so  often 
were  conventions  or  canonsesdisTMaraed.  Had 
I  been  a  member  of  Oongress  when  Jefferson 
was  nominated,  when  Hamson  was  nominated, 
when  Monroe  was  nominated,  as  candidates  for 
the  Fresidencj,  I  would  have  attended  the  meet- 
ings that  nominated  tiiem ;  pnblio  opinion  had, 
before  their  nominations  by  those  meetings,  fized 
npon  them;  had  I  been  here  when  the  dxtj-^ax 
assembled  in  this  Hall,  I  wonld  not  have  at- 
tended the  meeting — ^pnbHo  opinion  was  not 
settled  at  that  time,  in  favor  of  either  of  the 
nnmerons  candidates,  and  the  object  of  the 
mating  was  to  give  a  direction  to  pnblic  opin- 
ion, which  was  not  to  be  iuflaenoed  by  the 
meeting.  <V  eleven  States  represented  at  that 
meeting,  bnt  two  voted  for  &e  candidate  there 
nominated. 

Amidst  all  the  anticipated  evils  and  direM 
calamities  ooignred  np  by  disordered  minda, 
the  resolntious  of  an  honorable  gentieman 
from  Pennsylvania,  ^(Mr.  Minsb,)  resolutions 
which  embody  more  good  sense  than  all  the 
others  which  have  been  offered,  afford  some 
solace  to  the  mind ;  "  the  people  are  virtuotu 
and  intelligent,  and  their  £a>reBentative$  are 
vxtrthjf  of  em^ldeneeJ"  And  if  there  be  any 
want  of  virtue  or  intelligence,  the  best  and 
surest  mode  to  supply  it  and  maintain  parity 
of  election,  is  the  establishment  of  ftee  schools ; 
for  this  purpose,  giving  the  new  States  all  they 
reasonably  require,  let  a  part  of  the  nation's 
domain  be  parcelled  out  for  the  snpport  and 
maintenance  of  pnblic  schools  in  the  old  States. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  con- 
vince the  committee  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
proposed  alterations,  and  of  the  importance  of 
that  feature  in  the  federative  system,  to  the 
email  States,  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  from 
them.  The  constitution  may  be  coosidered  as 
a  compact ;  at  the  time  it  was  formed,  some 
deference  was  thought  to  be  due  to  the  situa- 
tion and  services  of  &e  parties  to  St  It  be- 
comes not  me  to  SOT  mnch  of  the  servioes  of 
my  native  Stata.  during  our  revolutionaiy 
struggle,  her  soarings,  or  privations ;  but  I 
am  warranted  in  sayi^  that  during  that  strug- 
gle, Rhode  Island  Airnished  more  men,  and 
^vished  more  treasure,  for  the  common  cause, 
in  proportion  to  her  numbers  and  her  wealth, 
than  any  State  in  the  Union.  She  fought  the 
enemy  wherever  he  was  to  be  found ;  flbe  war 
was  carried  to  her  very  firesides.  The  island 
on  which  I  reside,  once  the  Eden  of  America, 
was,  for  a  long  period,  the  seat  of  war ;  our 
green  fields  were  laid  waste,  our  orchards  cut 
down,  houses  burnt,  and  temples,  dedicated  to 
the  wonhip  of  Almighty  Goo.  were  oonverted 
into  barraoKs  and  hoepltids  fat  a  British  mA- 
dlery.  The  eflbots  of  the  Bavofaitionaiy  War 
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are  yet  visibte  in  the  heart  of  Rhode  Island. 
To  fight  her  battiea  at  home,  and  to  fomiah 
her  quota  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  nation,  she 
raised  regiments  npon-  her  own  credit  and 
responnbuity ;  r^^ents  composed  of  men 
who  have  not  yet  tasted  the  bounty  of  tiia 
nation,  many  of  whom  are  now  feeding  upon 
in^vidnal  i^urity,  and  all  of  whom  are  left  in 
old  age,  to 

"  Weep  o'er  their  wounds,  o'er  tales  of  sorrow  dom, 
Shoulder  their  crutch,  and  show  how  fields  were 
won." 

Sir,  during  the  late  stru^le,  Rhode  Island 
was  not  behind  her  sister  States  In  hef  con- 
tributions of  blood  and  treasure.    Some  of  our 
incorporated  institutions  snbscribed  their  c^>i- 
tals  to  the  Qovemment  loans ;  oar  private 
armed  vessels  made  the   enemy,  even  at 
Lloyd's,  sen^ble  of  the  existence  of  war.  At 
the  memorable  bettie  of  Biidgewater,  when  the 
gallant  and  intrepid  Towscm  was  pouring  from 
the  months  of  bis  field-^eoes  sheets  of  fire, 
and  carrying  destruction  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  he  was  covered,  in  part,  by  a  Rhode 
Island  ofiScer,  commanding  Rhode  Island  men 
— ^by  an  officer  who  went  into  battle  at"  the 
head  of  a  company,  with  a  full  complement  of 
men,  whose  company,  when  the  battle  was 
over,  mastered  seventeen  men,  who  were  not 
killed  or  woonded.   A  son  of  Rhode  Island,  at 
the  head  of  a  gallant  crew,  from  the  same 
State,  fought  the  battle  of  the  I^ke — ^no,  nr, 
in  tins  I  am  mistaken,  he  bad  not  the  gallant 
crew  with  which  he  started  fr-om  Newport— 
at  Saotett's  Harbor  these  men  were  taken  from 
him,  and  be  had  titrown  on  hia  hands  the 
re&se,  the  abandoned  of  God^s  creation ;  with 
such  etuff  the  lamented  Penr,  with  a  great 
proportion  of  Rhode  Island  officers,  foogbt  the 
battle  of  Erie,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  fleet  met  fleet,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  fieet  captured  fieet.    If^  in  two 
struggles,  we  have  presented  this  burning  lamp^ 
are  gentiemen  now  ready  to  put  out  thi$  ligktt 
I  would,  Mr.  Ohurman,  were  it  necessary  on 
this  occasion,  appeal  to  the  feelings,  and  sum- 
mon  to  my  ud  the  sympathies  of  other  States. 
Vigorous  YnnHmt,  tiiongh  yet  in  your  infsDcy, 
your  power  has  been  earthed,  and,  six  years 
ago,  you  were  reminded  of  the  importance  and 
value  ^  t^ia  part  of  the  oonstitntirai,  now  at- 
tempted to  be  taken  awi^.  Oonneoticut,  the 
voice  of  eloqnence  has  already  given  assurances 
of  your  fidelity.   Delaware,  you  will  cling  to 
this  part  of  the  constitution,  as  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  your  hope.   Ohio,  recollect  the  sons 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  first  broto 
ground  upon  the  banks  of  the  Moskingam; 
your  soil  now  embosoms  the  ashes  of  the  roost 
eloquent  advocate  that  ever  graoed  the  courts 
of  Rhode  Island.   Virginia,  proud,  and  jostly 
proud,  the  land  of  heroes,  patriots,  statesmen, 
and  philosophers,  are  yon  pr^tared  for  this 
amatdmenti    Yon  have  already  had  some 
warning  ot  old  age  and  deoreidtode;  the 
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Bceptre  of  your  power  may  be  transferred  to 
other  hwda  j  the  power  of  some  TauDted  State 
may  hereafter  write  the  Me  jaeet  of  yoor  glory. 
Mr.  Ghurman,  I  hare  doue--4f  the  resohitioiw 
d(f  pass,  I  4hall  be  oonsoled  with  the  reflectimi 
of  baTing  made  an  eflbrt^  feeble  aa  it  has  hwn^ 
to  ^ereat  Muat  pauagt^ 

a  Pergama  dextra 
Defend!  posseot,  etiim  hac  defensa  faissent 

I  sabmit  the  interest  of  tiie  State  I  i^resent 
to  the  jostioe  and  magnanimily  of  the  Hoiue, 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  "ioA^  then  nwe,  and 
tpoko  aa  follows : 

Mr.  Ohairman :  It  is  a  qoesdon  relative  to 
the  oiganization  of  the  General  Government — 
the  mode  of  appointing  the  chief  Ezeoative 
Magistrate — in  the  abstract,  of  very  little  con- 
Mq;iienee,  but.  in  its  ooimection,  of  vast-im- 
pmtance.  It  involves  tiie  principles  of  liberty, 
and  enters  into  the  fonndation  on  wl^  it 
roato.  It  is  an  instmment  {ffovided  by  the 
emstitataon  for  the  preservation  of  freedom, 
and  tfaia  alone  readers  it  of  mnoh  importance. 

snbject  has  been  involved  in  some  ob- 
tfioiitfy  by  not  distingaishiog  clearly  between  , 
the  objects  of  the  State  and  General  Govem- 
ments,  and  the  relations  which  the  peo^  bear 
to  each. 

Let  OS  trace  the  history  of  onr  Govenunent 
from  its  oiig^.  When  tJie  colonies  dissolved 
,  their  connection  with  Great  Britiun,  the  sover- 
^n  power  devolred  npon  the  people  of  this 
ooontry.  The  peoj^e  each  State  formed  or 
adopted  a  constitution,  with  more  or  less 
power.  Some  States  invested  their  Govern- 
ments with  entire  sovereignty,  otfiers  with 
limited  powers.  During  the  war  of  the  Bevo- 
lotion,  tne  States  took  a  part  of  the  powers,  of 
a  general  nature,  from  their  State  constitations. 
and,  with  them,  formed  a  confederate  Govern 
ment  for  the  thirteen  States,  to  enable  Congress 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  form  treaties  with 
other  nations ;  the  States  retained  the  power 
over  commerce  and  taxation;  Congress  sop- 
^ed^  the  pnblio  treasury  by  qnotas  on  me 

^^is  mode  oi  supplying  the  treasory  proved 
inefficieDt,  and  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
nesent  constitntion  on  the  bads  of  the  oon- 
federatioD.  The  only  essential  powers  that 
were  added,  were  those  over  commerce  and 
taxation;  the  government  of  territories;  the 
dimwition  of  ue  public  land ;  and  a  National 
Jodiciary;  and  the  Government  was  made  to 
have  a  national  operation. 

Why  did  the  people  of  the  several  States 
divide  the  powers  of  sovereignty  between  the 
two  Governments  t  The  hirtory  of  the  times 
ahows  that  it  was  done  from  a  conviction  that 
a  ringle  Kational  Govenunent  was  onsafe,  and 
Toold  prove  hostile  to  liberty ;  that  a  nnj^e 
Government,  for  a  coontry  d  snoh  extent  mid 
dirersity  of  interest,  must  b«  invested  with  so 
nmcb  energy  as  would  lead  to  despotism. 
.  Tb$  people  of  the  aeveral  States  divided 
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those  powers  which  Ihey  thought  fit  to  dele- 
gate, between  the  two  Governments,  in  such 
manner  as  to  ad^t  them  to  the  respective  ends 
for  which  they  were  deagned. 

The  State  GaTemments  were  intended  to 
protect  the  rights  of  their  members,  within 
their  reintectiTe  limits,  from  ii^uries,  without 
force.  The  General  Government  was  intended 
to  protect  the  '  rights  of  the  jcitizens  of  all  the 
States  from  luteal  and  external  force,  and 
upon  the  ocean.  The  people  of  each  State,  in 
relation  to  the  State  Government,  are  to  be 
considered  in  a  separate  federal  or  political 
capacity,  as  citizens  of  that  particular  State  of 
which  they  are  members ;  and,  in  relation  to 
the  General  Government,  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered in  an  aggregate  or  national  capacity, 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  rights 
and  interests  of  the  peoi^  in  one  oqmoity,  are 
not  exposed  to  th«r  rights  and  interests' in 
their  other  capadty,  but  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony. What  18  necessary  for  the  secority  of 
their  liberties,  in  one  oapaci^,  is  necessary  in 
the  other.  The  safety  of  the  people,  in  both 
capacities,  depends  on  the  preservation  of  each 
Government  within  its  proper  limits.  The 
only  opposition  in  the  case,  is,  between  those 
who  wish  to  deprive  the  States  of  a  portion  of 
their  power,  and  those  who  wish  to  prevent  it; 
between  those  who  wish  to  disturb  the  present 
adj  Qstment  of  powers  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, and  those  who  are  cwosed  to  it ;  be< 
tween  liiose  who  wish  to  tranmer  a  put  of  the 
power  of  the  States  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  those  who  wish  fb  retain  it. 

The  framers  of  the  General  Government 
seem  to  have  anticipated  that  the  possession  of 
the  sword  and  the  pnrse,  with  the  patronage 
it  must  command,  wonld  give  that  Govern- 
ment a  preponderating  influence,  which  might 
become  dangerous  to  the  States,  and  they  en- 
deavored to  provide  means  to  counteract  this 
tendency  to  enlargement,  which  they  foresaw, 
by  giving  the  States  the  appointment  of  a  por- 
tion of  tiie  ofScers  who  were  to  administer  it: 
by  limiting  its  powers  to  a  few  enumerated 
objects ;  and  a  prudent  distribution  of  its 
powers. 

The  election  of  tiie  chief  lEzecntive  Magis- 
trate of  the  General  Government,  is,  by  tiie 
oonstitation,  to  be  made  by  electors  to  be 
pointed  by  the  several  States,  in  such  manner 
as  the  Legislatnres  thereof  shall  direct,  andj  in 
case  the  electors  shall  fail  to  make  a  choice, 
the  del^ations  of  the  respective  States,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  are  to  select  the 
President  from  the  three  candidates  having  the 
highest  number  of  electoral  votes,  in  their 
Federal  or  political  capacities,  each  State  having 
one  vote. 

A  State,  in  all  cases  where  the  term  is  used 
in  the  oonstitataon,  in  relation  to  choice  or 
action,  to  to  be  oonmdered  as  a  moral  ^»rson, 
and  evidently  means  the  P^opl^  1^  their  cor- 
porate or  political  character.  The  Legi^tnre 
u  the  organ  by  vMoh  the  pe(^le  expeeaa  tiidr 
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will,  in  the  first  iiutanoe,  and  hj  whioh  th^- 
direct  the  mode  or  maimer  in  which  their  will 

tih^l  be  otherwise  expressed. 

The  tme  meauing  of  this  article  of  the  con- 
Btitntion  is,  that  the  people  of  each  State  shall 
appoint  electors,  in  such  maimer  as  the/,  in 
their  corporate  or  political  capauty,  shall  see 
fit.  This  power  to  regulate  the  mode  of  op- 
pointing  electors  in  eaoh  State,  is,  therefore,  a 
State  rightj  and  is  to  be  exercised  according  to 
the  unqualified  dueretion  of  the  people  of  the 
State.  This  is  the  oonstitaiional  regniation,  and 
does  away  the  objectioD  relatlTe  to  the  want 
of  nniformitgr:  muformity  implies  regulation, 
and  is  incompatible  witii  disraetion ;  to  regu- 
late it  would  be  to  destroy  it 

The  people  of  each  State  are  at  liberty  to 
exercise  this  right  in  the  manner  in  whioh 
they  Bh&a  judge  it  will  be  most  b^eflcial  to 
their  interests.  They  may  make  the  appoint- 
ment by  delegates  chosen  for  the  sole  and  ex- 
press purpose,  or  they  may  appoint  the  electors 
themselves  in  the  first  instance,  either  by  a 
general  ticket,  or  by  larger  or  smaller  diBtricts. 

The  object  of  the  power  was  to  secure  the 
int^ri^  and  independenoe  of  the  several 
States,  by  reserving  to  them  the  control  over 
the  election  of  the  chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  the  General  Government,  who  woold  be,  in 
flome  measure,  responsible  to  &em,  and  who 
woold  be  bonnd,  by  this  ^e,  to  resist  any 
course  of  policy  that  would  lead  to  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  power  and  influence  of  the  States, 
or  who,  as  a  fMth^  eentind,  would  apprise 
them  of  the  approach  of  danger,  from  that 
quarter.  This  power  is  a  most  efficient  weapon 
of  self-defence;  it  will  enable  the  States,  in 
any  crisis  that  may  threaten  their  independ- 
ence, to  arrest  the  motions^of  the  Government, 
and  avert  the  danger.  It  is  a  federal  power  of 
resistance,  anfdogona  to  that  power  whioh  is 
inherent  in  the  pe(n>le  of  every  Government  to 
arrest  its  career  when  it  betwrnes  dcetaroctive 
of  the  ends  of  the  sodal  contatot. 

In  case  a  Ondar  ehould  ever  obtain  the 
Executive  chair,  and  should  attempt  to  remove 
the  obstructions  which  the  State  Governments 
woold  interpose  to  his  ambition,  the  States, 
by  the  bare  refusal  to  act,  may,  witiiin  four 
years,  arrest  his  course,  and  reduce  him  to  a 
private  station. 

Although  it  is  a  powerftil,  yet  it  is  &  peaceable 
weapon  of  self-defence ;  it  is  a  civil  remedy 
provided  by  the  constitution,  as  a  substitute 
for  civil  war  and  bloodshed,  and  a  preservative 
agunst  the  miseries  it  inflicts;  it  is  a  wise 
provision,  whieh  will  enable  the  States  to  re- 
claim the  Government  ftom  its  errors,  without 
annihilating  or  changing  it;  to  bring  it  back 
to  first  principles,  and  to  reanimate  it  with  the 
iritoiUberty;  it  was  a  precious  invention  of 
e  Convention  who  fhuned  the  constitution, 
and  is  peculiar  to  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is,  also,  a  harmlete  power ;  it  can  ooij  be 
used  by  the  States  in  concert,  and  is  a  measure 
to  which  they  will  nerw  resor^  exo^  in  ex- 
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treme  oaaee,  when  their  indepwdenoe  is  at 
stake.  All  impOTtant,  however,  as  this  power 
is,  it  can  only  be  exercised  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  in  their  poUtioal  capacities. 
To  take  the  control  of  the  election  from  tile 
States  is  to  annihilate  it.  It  is  a  Federal,  and 
not  a  national  power,  uid  cannot  be  exercised 
in  a  national  capacity.  Take  it  from  the 
States,  and  they  will  still  be  political  societies, 
but,  like  Samson  shorn  of  his  locks,  their 
strength  will  be  gone.  Woold  it  not  be  a 
species  of  self-inmnolation  for  the  States  to  sur- 
render a  power  so  interwoven  witii  th«r  politi- 
cal existence? 

The  reeolntions  before  the  oommitiee,  both 
involve  the  same  principle.  ThOT  propose  to 
take  from  the  States  all  manner  of  control  over 
the  election  of  Preadent— incipient  or  final — 
to  destroy  its  Federal  eharacter,  and  to  mak» 
it  national. 

They  assume  to  confer  a  benefit,  hy  mRking 
the  election  uniform  by  districts  in  every  State, 
and,  under  this  disguise,  propose  to  strip  the 
people  of  the  several  St^es  of  their  constitn- 
tional  power  over  the  election,  uid  aim  a 
deadly  blow  at  one  of  the  strooj^f^ds  of  their 
liberties. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution*  would  mate 
the  election  of  the  Frendent  pnrdy  natiimal ; 
would  deprive  tJie  people  of  the  several  States^ 
in  their  poUtioal  cwaoities,  of  their  constituent 
power,  and  teaifft  him  irresponsible  to  them. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  liberty  re- 
quires that  the  boundaries  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments should  be  observed.  The  objects  of  the 
General  Government,  and  the  nature  of  ita 
powers,  are  calculated  to  give  it  a  preponderat- 
mg  influence  over  those  of  the  States.  It  is 
our  shield  in  war;  its  offices  have  more  at- 
tractions for  talent  and  ambition  than  those  of 
the  States,  and  its  public  expenditures  embrace 
a  wider  range,  and  are  more  difltarive  in  Hair 
benefits. 

Boadt^  bridgea,  and  canals,  are  the  niljeotB 
of  internal  improvement.  Th^r  use  Is  to 
facilitate  intercourse  and  transportation,  from 
one  place  to  another. 

If  any  subjects  whatever  require  munidpal 
regulation  more  than  others,  these  are  those 
subjects.  Beads  and  bridges  wefe  a  part  of 
the  trincda  neeetsitaa  to  whioh  every  citizen 
was  bound  to  contribute  by  the  ancient  law. 
They  are  altogether  of  a  local  nature;  they 
require  local  taxation,  local  superintmdence, 
and  local  protectiod.  Internal  improvement 
was  not  among  the  purposes  for  which  the 
General  Government  was  instituted,  nor  is  it 
tiie  object  of  any  one  of  its  enumerate  powers. 
If  the  General  Government  has  any  power 
over  tiie  subject^  what  are  its  limits  t  Kow  ia 
it  to  be  earned  mto  efiect,  without  interfering 
with  the  Legislative  utd  Judicial  authority 
of  the  States? 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  general  subject 
dearly  belongs  to  the  States,  and  that  the 
oases  in  whioh  it  mi^  posdbly  become  aeoes- 
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wKf  to  tt«  «aMBtkn  of  the  emmeimted  pow- 
m  of  the  Qeneral  GoreniHieBt,  are  exeeptioos 
to  tihe  nde^  wd  a  oonfirnutioQ  of  it 

The  VEtaaAon  of  flie  powen  of  the  General 
QomnmeDt,  to  way  satgect  evidently  within 
tiw  oogniiaiice  of  the  States,  remores  oae 
tetier  against  the  inioada  of  that  GovenuiiaQt 
vKm  the  aorerogn^  and  independmce  ci  the 

An  ambition  for  natiooal  a^randizmient  is 
■ot  earily  oonfined  to  prescribed  limits,  nor  is 
it  apt  to  be  checked  hy  oonstitational  scruples. 
Bow  has  it  happened  that  a  oonstitntioQ  fram- 
ed for  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
If  the  treaty  of  1768,  has  been  eztraded  to 
the  American  Archipelago,  on  the  one  hand, 
fltd  to  the  Paciflc  Ocean  on  the  other?  M^ht 
it  not,  on  the  same  principles,  be  extendea  to 
eailfface  the  Idand  of  Owyhee,  on  the  one 
■de.  and  St  Domingo  on  the  other) 

KT,  the  intmticai  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
fltitatioB  is  farther  erioced  by  the  distribution 
oi  its  power  among  the  different  branchee  of 
the  ExecotiTe  and  LegislatiTe  departments. 
•  The  Presidoit  is  ueoted  for  four  years ;  is 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy ;  has 
the  coEclosive  power  of  nominating  pabUc 
officers — but  the  eoncnrrenee  of  the  Senate  is 
necosoary  to  their  appointment;  he  has  the 
power  of  ne^jotiating  treaties — bat  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  is  neces- 
mrj  to  thfdr  ratification;  and  he  has  a  qnali- 
flad  nemtive  in  l^^atim. 

The  Hoose  of  KepresentaUves  is  elected  for 
two  years ;  has  the  ezdnsive  right  of  originat- 
faw  impeachments ;  has  the  ezolnrave  power  of 
OTiginating  revenue  laws,  sabject  to  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  amend  tiiem  as  in  other  oases, 
and  a  co-equal  power  with  the  Senate  in  ordi- 
nary legt^adon ;  and  has  the  power  of  electing 
the  Prudent  in  case  no  choice  is  made  by  the 
Electors,  when  the  members  vote  by  States, 
each  State  having  one  vote. 

The  Senate  is  elected  for  six  years ;  has  the 
exclorave  power  of  trying  impeachments,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  the  iropeadimait  of  the  Presi- 
dtntj  when  the  Chief  Jnatioe  is  associated  with 
them ;  has  oo-eqnal  power  with  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativea  in  legislation,  except  in  the 
OTigination  of  revenue  bills ;  has  a  concurrent 
power  with  the  Preradent  in  the  appointment 
of  public  officers ;  and  the  consent  odtwo-thirds 
of  the  members  present  is  uecesBary  to  the 
validity  of  a  treaty. 

The  permanency  of  the  Senate,  and  the  vari- 
OBs  powers,  Executive,  LegiEQative,  and  Judi- 
cial, vested  in  that  body,  renders  it  the  pre- 
eminent power  of  the  constitution.  The  union 
of  the  Senate  with  the  Executive,  in  the  treaty- 
snaking  power,  is  calculated  to  ^ve  that  body 
an  important  inflnenoe,  if  not  the  principal 
omtttol,  over  onr  fordgn  relations.  It  is  uie 
^operty  ot  every  permanent  bo^  to  carry  Its 
powers  to  their  utmost  extent 

Doctor  Bobertson,  in  his  obsraralions  on  the 
Befonnatioii,  in  his  history  of  Charles  Y. 


affirms,  that  hbtoiy  ftmishea  no  instance  of  a 
reUnqaiafameirt  of  power  by  an  organized  body 
of  men,  unkes  it  was  im^tosed  on  them  1^  a 
foreign  hand.  A  ^sposition  to  monopoUae  a 
control  of  this  power  would  embarrass  oor 
negotiations ;  would  destroy  the  reep^mBibility 
of  the  Executive;  would  depive  the  country  of 
the  b«aefits  of  his  wisdom  and  experienoe,  and 
would  strip  the  depaitment  of  its  most  im- 
portant feature. 

The  principal  security  we  have  for  the  faith- 
ful exercise  of  the  vast  powers  vested  in  the 
Senate,  is  the  personal  character  of  its  mem- 
bers: the  bodfy  may  be  considered  as  per* 
manent ;  the  membere  share  the  patnmage  of 
Oovemment,  as  well  as  oontribnte  to  ean&t  it ; 
th^  are  not  UaMe  to  impeachment,  and  th^ 
responsibility  is  weakened  by  the  changeable 
character  of  the  State  Legialatnres.  They  are 
the  sole  guardians  of  their  own  purity;  and  the 
only  reliance  of  the  nation  against  the  cormp- 
ti<Hi  of  the  body,  is  upon  the  moral  sense,  and 
the  sense  of  honor,  of  the  individual  members, 
and  upon  the  di^Kmtion  which  tbelr  self- 
respect  will  dictate  to  preserve  the  body  ttom 
contamination,  by  the  power  of  expulsion. 

Constituted  as  the  Senate  now  is,  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  no  man  should  be  advanced  to  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  angust  assembly  who 
is  not  as  pure  as  was  Ai^des,  as  wise  as  BtAoa, 
and  as  patrotio  as  R^ulns. 

Exoeptionable  as  the  constitation  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  in  theory,  a  di^rent  oi^^i2ation  might  be 
li^le  to  gr^iter  practical  evils.  If  the  sole 
power  over  our  foreign  rdations  was  vested  in 
the  Executive,  the  E^ortness  of  his  term  of 
office,  and  the  fluent  changes  of  the  in- 
cumbents, might  lead  to  a  changeable  poli<^, 
or  to  a  more  exoeptionable  course  of  temporiz- 
ingexpedients. 

Why  was  the  Senate  made  the  depository  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
the  OeneraJ  Government  ?  Why  was  it  put  in 
the  power  of  that  body  to  control  the  opera- 
tions of  both  ,  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
dqwrtments  of  the  Government?  It  wa^ 
donbtleas,  becanse  the  members  of  the  Senate 
represented  the  States ;  were  chosen  by  them, 
and  were  re^nsible  to  them,  and  would  be 
bound  by  t^is  tie  to  defend  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  States  against  any 
plan  of  policy  that  would  impair  them,  or,  in 
case  they  should  fail  in  their  efforts  to  do  this, 
would  be  bound  to  iqiprise  the  States  th^  repre> 
sented,  of  the  danger  with  whieh  they  were 
threatened. 

I  shall  now  notice  a  few  of  the  reasons 
assigned  for  taking  the  ultimate  or  contingent 
election  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
which  have  not  been  as  fblly  answered  as 

It  is  said  that  the  eleetitm  by  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives,  violates  the  maxim  which 
inhibits  the  divimon  of  power  between  the 
Ezeoative  and  Legislative  depertmoits. 

The  eleotikm  involves  no  exeroiee  of  Exeen- 
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tive.or  Legislative  poww:  it  is  a  coiutitae&t 
act,  bj  the  delations  of  the  severid  States, 
in  th^  Federal  capacities,  constitating  a  Presi- 
dent. It*  is  an  act  in  wlueb  no  other  depart- 
ment has  any  participatlrai ;  when  the  choice 
is  made,  the  power  ceases.  The  objection, 
therefore,  does  not  apply  to  a  case  like  this. 

It  is  also  alle^  that  those  who  vote  for  the 
anccessfal  candidate  will  beoome  the  partisans 
of  his  administration.  In  answer  to  this  it 
may  be  obserred,  that  the  mtrfority  are  mider 
no  stronger  moral  or  political  obli^ttions  to 
support  the  administration  of  an  ExecntiTe, 
elected  according  to  the  forma  of  the  constitu- 
tion, than  the  minority.  Every  citiKen  is 
bound,  by  his  aUegiance.  to  support  the  oon- 
stitataoDU  measm'es  of  the  Government,  while 
they  continae  In  force. 

intimations  have  been  soggested  in  this 
debatia,  favoring  an  oppraition  of  the  minority 
to  oonstitntional  anthority,  which  I  consider 
hostile  to  the  very  being  oi  the  BepnbUoan 
system. 

The  constant  oalnmny  of  the  motives  of  pub- 
lic men,  not  only  lessens  the  veneration  for 
them  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  but,  by  the 
prindple  of  association,  lessens  their  general  es- 
timate of  character,  lessens  their  own  self-re-* 
spectj  and  thus  removes  one  <ff  the  ,  strongest 
gaaroB  of  yirtne^  and  lowen  the  standard  of  the 
pnblio  morals. 

It  is  this  tnut  In  Ae  moral  oonatltntion  of 
man  that  gives  to  education  its  power  in  form- 
ing  the  moral  character  of  youth ;  and  an  in- 
twigent  writer  contends  that,  by  a  wise  im- 
proTonent  of  this  faculty,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  public  rulers  of  a  State  to  improve  the 
moral  character  of  the  nation ;  that  the  poblic 
policy  ma^  be  so  modified,  in  relation  to  our 
morul  feehngs,  as  to  render  a  people  hnmane  or 
cmel,  brave  or  timid,  high-minded  or  mean- 
spirited,  virtnons  or  vicious. 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  the  election  in  the 
House  of  Beprssentatives  exposes  the  members 
to  be  diverted  frnn  thdr  aakj  by  Executive 
patmuge. 

The  raftatation  of  the  leading  feature  of  this 
ottJection,  by  the  gentiemen  who  have  preceded 
me,  exempts  me  from  the  necessity  of  noticing 
it 

I  should  have  no  otrjeotion  to  transfer  this 
power  to  any  other  body,  provided  the  federa- 
tive principle  was  preserved,  if  I  could  discover 
that  there  was  any  sucb,  who  would  be  under 
strongs  obligations  to  consult  the  public  inter- 
ests, or  better  qualified  to  promote  them. 

It  i&  proposed  to  send  the  election  back  to 
the  electoral  colleges,  or  some  other  board  of 
electors.  I  cannot  peroeive  any  advantage  to 
be  jalned  by  this  arrangement. 

Every  electitm,  aftw  the  first,  must  be  by 
States,  each  State  givii^  one  vote,  to  preserve 
the  original  compact  of  the  eonstitntion  with 
the  smtdl  States,  and  to  preserve  the  great  con- 
servative principle  of  State  sovereignty  and  in- 
dfipendeoce ;  and  there  is  no  body  of  this  na* 
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tion  more  responsible,  or  better  informed,  tlian 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentativea. 

Mr.  Oh^rman,  something  has  been  said,  in 
the  course  of  this  debate,  respecting  the  dans^ 
to  which  oar  liberty  is  exposed,  and  respecting 
the  means  of  preserving  it.  It  has  been  the 
purpose  of  my  argument  to  show,  that  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  before  the  commit- 
tee would  endangOT  our  liberty,  and  that  the 
preservation  of  the  power,  securied  to  the  States 
m  their  political  capacities  by  the  constitution, 
over  the  election  of  the  Premdent  and  Senate, 
and  the  restiietion  of  the  operations  of  the 
Goieral  Govmunent  to  its  oonstitatioaal  limitB, 
are  essential  means  ci  preserving  it, 

I  will,  in  oondusion,  make  a  faw  more  par- 
ticular observations  re^>ecting  the  prindplea 
that  oonstitote  the  foundation  of  free  Stateei, 
with  aa  much  brevity  dnH  mmplicity  as  poaai- 
ble,  with  some  historical  illostrations. 

<jivii  liberty  depends  on  the  organization  of 
society,  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  and 
a  free  constitution.  An  equality  of  rank,  and 
property  among  the  people^  intelligence  and 
virtue  to  qualify  them  for  submission  to  the  will 
of  the  m^ority,  and  a  constitution  embracing 
the  principles  of  hberty,  are  essential  to  a  weU- 
ordered  Bepnblio ;  and  it  will  be  weakoked  or 
destroyed  by  snch  oanses  as  are  cfilcnlated  to 
modify  or  change  any  of  these  elementary 
prindptea, 

A  free  oonstituticm  ought  to  secure  the  prinr 
clple  of  representation,  periodical  election,  per* 
Bonal  security,  trial  by  Jury,  and  a  free  press. 

The  Greeks  enjoyed  an  eqnality  of  rank  and 
property,  and,  in  the  early  period  of  their  his- 
tory, were  virtuous  and  intelligent;  but  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  advautag^  of  a  Eepre- 
seatative  Government,  and  their  constitutions 
were  extremely  defective  in  their  organization. 

The  contests  between  those  .among  whom 
the  diflE^nt  powers  of  government  were  al- 
lotted,  generated  factions.  These  made  the 
people  Tenal  and  lioentaon^  and  rendered  them 
m<Mpable  of  self^venunent,  and  the  admission 
of  Philip  <nf  Uaoedon  to  a  seat  in  the  Amphio- 
tyonic  Oouncil,  put  a  period  to  their  independ* 
ence. 

The  Bomana  were  divided  into  tanks.  The 
people,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Bepublio, 
were  virtuous,  but  the  Ckiverument  was  badly 
organized.  .Although  the  people  had  a  share  in 
the  choice  of  their  magistrates  and  public  ofiS- 
oers,  and  in  making  their  laws,  yet  they  never 
understood  the  true  principles  of  representa- 
tion, nor  did  they  apply  them  to  liie  ease  <^ 
legislation. 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  kings,  the  princi- 
pal power  was  lodged  in  the  Senate,  which  was 
oomposedof  the  patridans,  and  became  an  iron- 
handed  aristocracy. 

The  rigorous  measures  of  that  body  forced 
the  people  to  retire  from  the  city  to  the  sacred 
mount,  and  the  establishment  of  the  tribnnitial 
uithority  was  the  condition  of  their  return. 
The  Tribunes  had  a  native  upon  the  acts  <d 
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the  Senate ;  the  bonDdarj  between  the  powers 
«f  the  two  bodies  was  indefinite,  and  the  oon- 
tcBts  between  them  for  power  generated  fao- 
tuHis  and  oormpted  the  peofde.  War  was 
principal  ooonpation  of  the  dtiaens;  agriciil- 
tore,  oonuneroe,  and  the  arta^  were  tiie  em- 
{doyment  of  Blavea.  While  not  engaged  in 
w,  they  were  idle,  and  became  venaL  The 
anniee,  by  being  suffered  to  plunder  the  prov- 
faioes,  became  licentions,  and  Uie  republic  be- 
came the  spoil  of  ambition,  a  victim  of  faction, 
and  a  lioentioas  soldiery.  Onsar  did  not 
•spire  for  the  empire  until  the  people  of  Rome 
"bid  become  incapable  of  self-govemmenty  and 
were  prepared  for  a  master. 

Bj  the  feudal  system,  modem  Europe  was 
divided  into  ranks  of  princes  and  hereditary 
nobles,  who  engrossed  Uie  lands ;  and  ^e  oom- 
noa  people,  who  were  ttuir  tenants,  ancL  until 
tiw  eataUiflluttdnt  of  standing  armies  by  Cnailes 
Hbo  Seventh,  in  1448,  fonned  the  soldiery  of 
the  different  States  or  kingdoms.  The  people 
had  no  share  in  Gorenunent.  The  whole 
powen  at  GovenmiMit  were  vested  In  the 
princes  and  nobility. 

This  orgaoization  of  society  and  (Sovemment 
still  exists  in  most  oountries  in  Europe,  and 
jHieclodes  the  existence  of  free  GovenuneDt. 
A  free  coDstitution  is  incompatible  with  a 
fendal  organization  of  society.  Power  will 
follow  property  where  it  is  engrossed  by  a  few 
hands,  and  who  are  fortified  m  its  enjoyment 
by  restraints  agtunst  alieoaticm.  It  is  a  Uw  of 
our  being,  that  mm  should  be  govomed  by 
flkose  npim.  whom  thc^y  are  dependwt  fbr 
nabedstenoe. 

The  forma  of  a  free  Government  are  of  little 
use  wiUiont  the  capacity  to  eqjoy  it.  The 
establishment  of  such  a  Govenuneait  on  a  feu- 
dal ba^  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  nsdess 
to  the  i>eopl6:  the  elections  would  be  con- 
trolled by  the  king  and  the  nobles,  and.  every 
measure  would  be  dictated  by  them.  Snch  a 
Government  would  probably  be  an  evil,  by 
making  the  people  the  iustruments  of  sti'ength- 
enlng  the  duuus  that  bind  them  to  their  con- 
ation. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  the  attempts  to 
establish  free  Governments  in  Prance,  and 
dsewhere,  on  a  feudal  o^janizaticm  of  society, 
have  failea,  and,  while  it  oontinnes,  must  feiL 

Before  free  Governments  can  snooeed  in 
fhoae  oountries,  society  must  be  reorganized ; 
rank  must  be  abolished,  or  some  means  adopt- 
ed to  oonntervul  its  influence ;  the  restraints 
against  the  alienation  of  real  property  must  be 
removed,  and  the  people  admitted  to  an  equal- 
ity of  political  rights,  and  instructed  in  tiie 
elements  of  freedom,  to  render  them  capable 
of  self-government 

liberty  was  established  in  England,  by  the 
Baxona,  before  the  feudal  system  wasintrodaoed 
by  William  the  Norman.  The  spirit  of  liber^ 
and  feudalism  have  been  in  perpetnal  oonfliot 
frxnn  that  period  to  tiie  present  time^  and  eveiy 
TBTdotum  in  that  oonntrr  has  terminated  in 
Vou  IX^ 
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favor  of  public  liberty.  It  was  the  spirit  of 
Saxon  liberty  which  produced  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and  procured 
the  great  charter,  trial  by  Jury,  the  habeas  cor- 
pus act,  a  free  press,  and  all  the  limitations  on 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  suae  spirit  has 
nude  great  inroads  on  the  feudal  system  of 
landed  property;  has  oiattrived  means  to  un- 
fetter inheritauoes^  and  remove  the  reftailnts 
against  alienation. 

These  innovations  in  the  laws  of  real  wopaty 
in  Eng^d,  with  the  immense  aoonmamtion  ol 
persoud  property,  created  by  the  exertions  of 
an  industrious  people  vigorously  employed  in 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  tmnn- 
tervul,  in  a  great  dxacee^  the  influence  of  the 
feudal  oiganization  of  sodet^;  and  the  power 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  over  the 
public  snppUes,  forms  a  b^anoe  to  the  heredi- 
tary principles  the  oonstitnticn,  and  renders 
than,  om^ared  with  other  countries  whwe  tiw 
fbndu  system  prevails,  a  free  people. 

An  equally  of  rank  and  prop^ty,  the  virtue 
and  intdligenoe  of  the  people,  and  the  freedom 
of  thdr  oonstitntioDs,  make  the  United  States 
the  freest  nation  on  earth. 

The  people  of  the  several  States  framed  the 
confederation  to  manage  the  afiii^  of  peace  and 
war,  and  to  r^^olate  their  intercourse  with 
other  nations.  In  framing  the  present  consti- 
tution of  the  General  Government,  to  the  pow- 
ers of  peace  and  war  they  added  the  power  over 
commerce  and  taxation,  and  gave  it  a  national 
operation. 

They  rely  npcHi  the  State  Governments  fyt  the 
protection  of  th»r  ri^ts  agiUnst  iulnries  witii- 
out  fan»y  and  upon  the  General  Government 
for  protection  from  external  and  internal  vio- 
lence. 

The  security  of  our  liberties  depends  on  the 
concurrent  operation  of  the  two  Governments 
in  their  respective  limits.  The  tendency  of 
things  is  to  f^ve  a  preponderance  to  the  General 
Government  The  invasion  of  the  powers  of 
the  States  by  the  General  Govemment,  and  the 
corruption  of  manners,  are  the  prinqipfd  sources 
of  dfuiger  to  public  liberty.  An  ambitious 
spirit  for  national  aggrandizement  and  national 
(^oty,  leada  to  the  fint  evil  and  &ot«m  to  the 
second. 

The  T^Nfpec  exeralse  of  the  power  which  the 
States  now  have  by  the  oonsntntion,  over  the 
election  of  the  President  and  Senate,  will  enable 
them  to  check  the  inroads  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  their  sovereignty  and  independence. 
Public  virtue  and  an  enlightened  pubuo  <^>ini(m 
only  can  check  the  progress  of  faction. 

The  object  of  uie  resolutions  before  the 
committee  is  to  take  from  the  States  one  of  the 
principal  means  provided  by  the  constitution 
for  their  security  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  General  Govemment  upon  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  States.  Before  the  advocates  ot 
the  resolnti<ms  can  witii  any  prttpiiety  ask  for 
the  surrender  ai  the  power  wbieh  uie-  States 
now  have  over  the  deotim  of  Prerident,  th^ 
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are  bound  to  show  tbat  tbe  reservstlon  of  thU 

gowor  ia  not  neoeesory  tar  Uie  B«0Brit7  of  the 
tates  in  any  crisis  that  can  happen  in  a  conflict 
for  power  between  the  two  OoTenunentB. 
That  a  surrender  of  the  power  wilt  not  augment 
the  oomparatiTe  infloenae  of  the  General  Got- 
eminent — or  that  the  State  GoTemmeDts  are 
not  necessary,  and  that  a  Government  porely 
national  woold  be  a  better  safegaard  to  our 
Hbertiea. 

Hr,  I  have  riven  my  aentlmentB  freely  on  tbe 
•ewal  tcq>ios  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  no  in- 
terest  hat  the  wel£are  of  my  conatttoaite,  and 
preservation  of  the  pahlio  liberty. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  late  election  has  some  inflnenoe  oo 
this  diBCQSsion.  It  is  always  unwise  to  make 
great  changes  to  soit  a  partioalar  crisis. 

It  was  of  little  oonseqaenoe  to  the  pablic 
liberty  whidi  of  the  caDdldateasaooeeded— they 
were  all  honorable  men— but  it  is  of  vital  im- 
portanoe  to  the  public  liberty  that  the  States 
ahonld  ret^  all  the  essential  powers  which  the 
•onstltntioo  has  provided  for  their  security. 

On  motkm  <tf  Ifr.  laaoKS,  the  committee  then 
roML  and  bavinf  obtained  teave  to  sit  again, 

The  House  adjourned. 


WmnRBDAT,  Karbh  15. 

After  the  leadingof  tiie  Jooxnal,  Ifr.  Owen 
rose,  and  annonnced  to  the  Hdose  the  de^  of 
the  Honorable  OnsieroivKB  Bankut,  tbe  Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  Uissianppl,  in  the 
following  terms : 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  painAil  daty  of  announcing 
to  the  House  tbe  death  of  the  distinguished  Rep- 
resentative of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  has  de- 
volved oQ  me.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  attempt  a 
pant^ric,  on  the  memory  of  the  decetued. 
His  d^th  is  a  national  calamity.  He  was,  sir, 
a  statesman,  a  patriot,  and  an  honest  man :  his 
loss  to  his  State  is  irreparable ;  his  place  here 
cannot  eai^  be  filled.  IHrttuniB,  pl^lanthropic, 
and  charitable,  all  who  knew  him  were  uls 
Iriends—enemiee  he  had  none. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Owsh,  the 
Honse  came  to  &e  following  raaolntiona: 

BmiMd,  tNMMMiufar,  That  the  memben  of  this 
House  will  tratify  thor  respect  for  the  memory  of 
CHaiBTOFHEE  B^fKix,  by  wearing  cr^ie  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Reioived  UMtnimoiirfy,  That  the  members  of  this 
Eoiue  wiQ  attend  the  fiiDeral  of  the  late  Ohkisto- 
na  Rameih,  to-morrow  at  12  o'oloelc. 

Radvedy  Tbat  a  Committee  of  Arrangement  be 
appt^ted,  and  tbe  Senate  be  notified  thmoC 

And  then  the  House  adjourned 


Teitbsdat,  March  Id. 

This  day  was  devoted,  by  both  Houses  of 
Oosigiesa,  to  funeral  solemnitiea,  oonseqnent  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  lUsxnr. 


Tdxbdat,  March  21. 
Amendmrnt  nf  the  ConttitiUion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDuFrm,  the  House 
agun  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  resolutions  here- 
tofore submitted  by  him,  prcKKwing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  IsAOES  addressed  the  committee  as  f(Ar 
Iowa: 

Hi,  Ghairman:  It  the  subject  now  refismd 
to  the  committee  were  like  the  ordinary  objects 
cX  legislation  upon  which  we  are  called  to  acL 
it  wtmld  Icmg  since  have  been  exhaosted ;  bus 
the  history  of  man,  the  nature  of  man^  the 
structure  of  onr  Gtovermnent,  and  our  ezpenenoe 
under  it,  famish  the  sotiroes  from  which  this 
investigation  must  he  drawn;  and  those  sources 
are  inexhaustible. 

Before  I  proceed  to  conddo-the  propoeitiona 
comprehended  in  these  resolutions.,  POTmit  me 
to  notice  some  objections  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  wi^  of  onr  pn^pvss.  It  ia  ob- 
jected tiiat  this  Is  notapro[i«r  time  to  act  iqMm 
the  amendments  proponng  a  change  in  Uie  con- 
stitution, relative  to  the  decticm  of  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Vioe  Preddmt,  because  we  have  Just 
gotten  out  of  that  contest:  two  years  ago  wo 
were  told  that  tAoC  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act 
on  these  same  amendments,  oecaose  we  were 
tiien  upon  the  eve  of  that  election ;  and  two 
years  hence  the  same  objection  will  be  repeat- 
ed. May  I  ask,  then,  when  will  be  the  proper 
time?  The  answer  will  be,  that,  to  such  as 
made  the  objection,  that  tome  will  never  come 
— the  four  years  between  the  last  and  tbe  next 
Preffldential  election  is  Just  as  long  as  it  ever 
will  be  between  thoee  periodical  occurrences. 

It  ia  abo  add,  that  the  number  (^resolntimis, 
and  the  Tttrioos  jdans  which  have  been  yto* 
poeed,  is  anothwoMection  to  onr  proceeding  in 
this  undertaking.  That  circumstance  may,  and 
I  fear  will,  occasion  some  difficulty,  and  proba- 
bly the  greatest  which  may  be  fonnd,  in  settling 
down  upon  uiy  j^ven  propoeition ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  prove  that  the  attempt  ought  not 
seriously  to  be  made ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  bat 
another  proof  that  tbe  state  of  things  requires 
it;  that  the  country  expects  it ;  that  the  people 
are  ripe  for  it;  tiiat  the  necessity  of  the  case  is 
^parent,  from  actual  experiment ;  and  hence 
it  IS,  Uiat  propositimu  from  all  parts  of  the  Un- 
ion have  poured  in  upon  ns,  tbe  wlu^e  <o£  them 
pointing  to  such  a  change  in  the  mode  tsS  elect- 
ing these  officers,  as  Bhall  prevent  the  ohoioe 
from  being  referred  to  Congress.  This.  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  rtroQg  feature  In  all  the  reeolutiona 
which  have  beui  submitted,  exc^  that  grave 
resolve  of  the  gentieman  firom  Penn^lvanla, 
(Mr.  MmB,)  whidb,  in  effect,  aaks  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  shall  determine  that  the  constitution  is 
the  constitution.  The  gentieman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  EvKmert,)  indeed,  oondades  that 
all  these  propoaticms  are  Mily  so  many  vi(^<ms 
of  the  ocHutitalion,  wUeh  we  are  aU  swwn  to 
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nppOTt.  And  the  genUcoun  fcooa  Mune,  QSt. 
£[KBKiaK,)  who  seems  to  have  looked  further  into 
tfaia  mattu',  and  discovered  that  the  ooostitatioD 
has  provided  toe  its  own  amendment,  and  point- 
ad  o«i  the  mode^  ia  willing  that  it  ahonld  ba  bo 
nded  MtoiHOTWt  araendnwttt  oftener  than 
flow  ia  ten  7«an. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  ibis  Oongresa^  a 
wwmmendaitiwx  for  the  nmndment  cS  tUsfai' 
ttmment  was  expected  from  another  qnaiter, 
which,  if  it  had  been  made,  would  donbUeas 
hare  beui  hi{^  anthorify  with  man;  who  now 
oppoae  these  leacdiitionB.  The  President,  in 
hiB  letter  of  acoeptADoe  of  the  office  which  he 
BOW  holda,  enpremed  himself  "  deeply  senuble 
to  the  circoDutanoes  nnder  which  it  had  been 
giTeo."  Advertfaig  to  the  fact  "that  all  his 
predeeeaaors  had  been  honored  with  m^coitdes 
of  the  electoral  Toioes,  in  thur  primary  col- 
kges,"  he  deplcms  the  "  misfintone  "  in  which 
the  division  of  sentiment  had  pUoed  him,  and 
Mrtienlariy  the  in«oaiiailaUe  fact,  of  one  of 
ui  oonpeoton  haTing  be«i "  reoommended  by 
a  targv  minority  of  uie  nfaaary  electoral  snf- 
ftagee  than  himiielf."  To^giveaahmne^atec^ 
yertmity  to  the  people  to  form  and  express,  with 
ft  nearer  approach  to  nnanimity,  the  object  of 
tlwb  cboioe,"  it  was  omfidentiy  e]q>ected  that 
the  President,  in  his  opening  message  to  Oon- 
gress,  would  have  reoommended  sooh  amend- 
Bunta  of  the  constitution  that  thereby  the  ref- 
erence, BO  desir^le,  might,  in  future,  be  made, 
and  such  as  would  prevent  eithw  himself  or  his 
iocoeKorB,  from  ever  finding  tbemselvee  nnder 
the  paif^fd  necesrity  of  aoeepting  that  "  emi- 
mt  duvga**  without  the  mitoi^  which  be 
80  sensibly  felt  his  want  ot  But  this  reoom- 
nsndatiiHi  was  not  made. 

Upon  that  resolutiob  which  {oopoaea  so  to 
amend  the  omistitatifm  as  to  prevent  the  elec- 
tion from  devolving  upon  Congress,  thm  is  no 
middle  ground ;  we  must  here  take  sidea  We 
are  not  nere  accosting  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  shall  exercise  this  invaluable  right,  but 
we  are  deciding  whether  they  shall  ei^oy  it  at 
ilL  Whether  ^y  shall  ke^  it,  or  whether  it 
shall  be  takm  frtnn  them. 

T^'s  arrow  must  be  true  to  its  aim,  or  his 
diild  will  bleed.  This  youthful  bnt  herculean 
r^mbiio  must  strangle  tike  monster  J'tUronaga, 
or  it  will  Strang  hnn. 

lb-.  Cihdniian:  In  iopportof  the  aeeQndr» 
ohtUmi,  propoalnff  a  "  uniform  mode  of  eleot- 
taghy  distiiotaj"  I  duUnotqmid  the  time  of 
the  committee  m  showing,  that  it  is  preferable 
to  the  practioe  in  some  States,  of  choosing 
flaetors  dt  the  Legislatore.  That  practice  has 
fomid  so  few  fH«idB  here,  that  it  can  have  no 
ddnis  to  competition. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  sup^rted,  with  so 
much  seal  and  ability,  the  propnety  and  essen- 
tial rif^t  of  &  Stato  to  vote  altogether  accord- 
ing to  the  general  tieket  plan^  have,  with  much 
Ime,  and  probably  some  effect,  o(HiteQded  that, 
aeooraing  to  Hie  wpbdt  and  wlKde  frame  <rf  the 
eoostitaaon,  theiigfatef theSCateetoehooaeeleo- 
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tors  is  baeed  on  the  federative,  and  not  on  the 
popular  principle.  My  answer  is,  that  the  con- 
stitution has  assimilated  this  power  of  dioosing 
electors  to  the  power  of  choosing  Bepresenta- 
tives  to  Clongress ;  it  has  adopted  the  sameroh) 
with  XMard  to  we  numbers  of  each ;  it  has 
hfued  l£e  li^t  d  dioosing  B^resentatives 
most  dearly  cm  the  popular  principle ;  and  it 
has  made  the  other,  in  all  its  matnrial  and  strik- 
ing affinities,  ezaotiy  like  it. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  ptopU 
are  represented  according  to  their  numbers ;  and 
not  the  Stat«»  regardless  of  their  numbers.  The 
ocMistitution  directs  that  '*  the  number  of  Bep- 
resentatives  shall  not  exceed  me  for  every  thtr^ 
tv  (AotfMmd,  but  each  State  shall  have  one  Bep< 
resentative ; "  and  the  power  was  granted  to 
Ooogress  to  increase,  at  stated  periods,  the  uum> 
her  that  ahonld  be  entitled  to  this  one  Repre- 
sentative. Then,  at  whatover  number  the  ratio 
shall  be  fixed,  that  number,  as  one  Intwral,  and 
for  this  purpose  independmt,  part  of  the  whole 
popnlatitm,  nas  lta«w)»  and  mm  BeinvsentatiTe 
in  this  HoQse ;  it  has  the  right  to  dioose  who 
he  shall  be,  and  the  power  to  hold  him  to  a 
strict  accountability  to  them,  for  the  duties 
which  its  choice  imposes  on  him.  And  in 
this  ohoioe,  and  this  responsibility,  oontosts  the 
great  security  which  the  people  have  upon 
their  B^resentatives. 

As  to  electors,  the  constitation  directs  that 
"  each  Stato  shall  i4>point,  in  such  manner  as 
the  Legislature  th^M^  may  direct,  a  number 
of  electors  equid  to  the  whole  number  of  Sena- 
tors dioA  Beuresentativee  to  which  such  Stato 
may  b«  entitled  in  Oongress."  Now,  the  argu- 
ment that  this  powOT  ^pointing  eleotm 
belongs  to  the  States,  purely  m  their  sovereign 
and  faidependent  dtaraoter,  proves  too  much. 
A  Stato  is  a  State^  the  Uiuon  over.  Delaware 
wit^  its  one  B^iresMitative  and  three  electoi% 
as  a  State  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  sover- 
eisn^  which  belong  to  the  Stato  of  New  York, 
woioh,  by  the  oonstitution,  is  entitied  tothirty- 
rix.  The  latter,  then,  cannot  have  this  advan- 
tsge  over  tiie  former  oo  the  ground  that  they 
are  both  States :  for,  in  that  re^»ect  they  are 
equal,  and  each  would  be  entitied  exactiy  to  the 
same  nmnbor.  But  it  is  npon  the  prin<»ple,  thal^ 
in  conferring  the  power  in  qnestiraj  the  oonstitn- 
ticMi  has  gone  b^cmd  the  oorporato  ohanoter 
(rfthe  State,  and  has  adwted  the  number  boUi 
<jt  BejwesentatiTea  and  deotors,  to  the  actual 
Miomeratioa  of  inhalntanta  in  each  Stete. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  analogy  holds  good  between 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  and 
electors,  the  ailment  that  the  right  of  dioot- 
ing  the  latter  is  purely  and  entirely  federative, 
must  fall  to  tiie  ground.  I  admit  that  the  two 
electors,  corresponding  with  the  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  has  more  the  semblance  of  the 
federative  character,  but  this  would  only  prove, 
that,  as  to  electors,  the  representative  prindple 
was  adopted  in  both  its  popular  and  fedemfave 
features. 

In  this  reipeo^  however,  we  are  not  deter- 
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mininff  what  the  constitolion  is,  but  what  it 
should  be ;  and  the  question  isj  vhether  the 
pover  of  <diooaing  electors,  is  either  in  whole 
or  in  part  jieemarilu  federative  t  I  have  al- 
readj  attempted  to  show  that,  in  principle,  it 
IB,  and  shotild  be,  a  popolar  right;  that  the 
nomher  of  people  oompetent  to  have  a  voice  In 
the  election  should,  to  that  extent,  be  a 
and,  oonseqnently,  each  State  shoola  be  divided 
Into  as  many  districts  as  the  ntimber  of  Sectors 
to  irbioh  they  are  entitled. 

Let  na  next  inquire  what  advantage  tiie  mode 
of  electing  bj  general  ticket  can  be  to  any  <^ 
the  States.  I  know  tiiat  some  of  the  large 
States  resort  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
tiieir  whole  strength,  and  brin^g  their  nndi- 
vided  vote  in  favor  of  a  candidate,  who  may 
have  a  bare  m^ority  of  the  State ;  but  the 
united  vote  in  one  State  is  just  the  same,  in 

Sroportion  to  its  population,  as  It  is  in  another. 
To,  air,  I  am  mistaken  ;  the  smaller  the  State 
tiie  grMter  is  that  relative  strength.  Take,  for 
example^  a  State  entitled  to  tbirty-slx  TOteo^ 
and  another  entitled  to  three ;  He  former  baa 
only  an  elector  for  every  forty  thousand,  with 
tbe  small  fraction  of  two-seventeraiths  over: 
the  latter  has  its  elector  for  its  forty  tboosand 
Inhal^tants,  and  two  electors  mwe;  and,  in 
this  manner,  all  the  States  between  these  two 
extremes,  put  forth  their  relative  strength — the 
smaller  the  State  the  greater  Is  the  strength,  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers,  on  account  of  the 
two  electors  corresponding  with  the  two  Sen- 
ators. 

Another  argument  opposed  to  the  general 
ticket  plan,  la,  that,  when  adopted  by  one,  it 
acts  aa  a  kind  of  mcual  ooerdon  vpaa  an  to 
adc^t  it.  Ko  matter  how  stron^y  the  direct 
mtem  might  be  preferred  by  the  States — when 
the  gener^  ticket  practice  is  pursued  by  others, 
the  districted  States  must  either  yield  their 
own  most  favorite  mode,  or  permit  the  others 
to  gun  an  advantage  over  them  in  the  election ; 
neither  of  which  ought  they  to  be  subjected  to. 

This  argument  1e^  us  to  the  proposition  for 
prescribing  a  uniform  mode  of  eleoting.  But 
before  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  must 
take  one  moment  to  bmsh  away  the  dust  which 
all  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  uiese  resolutions 
attempt  to  throw  in  our  eyes.  We  are,  by  all 
of  them,  reminded  of  &»  partial  representation 
Of  the  alave  population  in  those  BtMoB  where  it 
exists.  And  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Idand 
(ICr.  Fb&bob)  has  given  as  a  calculation,  from 
which  be  assumes  the  fact,  that  this  constitu- 
tional representation  amounts  to  tWenty-five 
members  on  this  floor.  Be  it  so.  By  that  same 
constitution,  so  much  vmerated  and  so  littie 
loved  by  some  gentiemen,  an  ample  equivalent 
is  given.  If  that  population  produces  twenty- 
five  Representatives,  it  also  produces  an  excess 
of  about  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  direct 
tax,  which  is  taken  off  the  States  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  and  laid  on  those  where  it  does : 
and  this,  in  times  of  general  pressure,  when  the 
resources  of  money  and  oredu  are  nearly  spent, 
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and  revenue  most  be  raised,  is  an  item  in  the 
account  of  pn^t  and  loss,  which  gladdens  the 
eyes  of  the  gainers,  perhaps  more  than  the  sight 
of  its  eqnivuent  in  represmtation  here  may  do. 

The  reasons  in  favor  uniformity  in  the 
mode  of  electing  are  so  plain  and  obviotia,  that 
I  need  not  spend  time  in  brining  them  fivth. 
to  view.  By  that  process  the  power  ot  m- 
pointing  will  be  everywhere  eqnalized:  the 
responsibility  resulting  from  it  everywhm  the 
same. 

The  next  proportion  which  I  choose  to  con- 
sider, as  involved  in  one  of  these  resolutions,  la 
that  of  dispeni^  with  electors  altogether,  and 
permitting  the  people  to  vote  diremy  for  the 
President  and  Vice  President. 

It  must  be  obvious,  that,  if  they  are  even 
fidthfoL,  they  are,  at  best,  unnecessary  and  nae- 
lesB.  If  unfaithfol,  they  are  worse  than  useless. 
I  hold  it  to  be  right,  not  only  to  place  the  elec- 
tion as  near  to  the  pe<^  as  poadUe,  but  to 
prevent  the  least  removal  of  it  frmntiiem.  It 
is  their  own  bodness,  and  wlqr  ahoold  th^ 
n<^beaU(nred  todoit?  Do  graticmen  think 
that  the^y  have  not  the  necessary  information 
to  enable  than  to  act  for  themselves  ?  If  they 
do  thOT  are  crMtly  mistaken.  Why  are  all 
Hese  thoQsanda  and  tms  of  thousands  of  docu- 
ments printed  and  soattu^  through  the  land  ? 
Of  what  avail  are  the  six  hundred  newsp^rs, 
which  circulate  over  the  whole  Union,  the 
books,  the  benefits  of  intercourse,  the  leuiung, 
the  science,  and  above  all,  the  sound  native 
stock  of  common  sense  and  common  honesty, 
to  be  fonnd  at  every  fireude?  If  tiiey  need 
more  of  the  means  of  information,  make  them 
the  actual  doers  of  this  great  work  of  making 
Presidents,  and.  my  word  for  it,  they  will  soon 
qualify  thenuwres  for  the  work  Let  a  man 
know  what  he  has  to  do,  if  you  want  him  to 
learn  how  to  do  it.  But  how  is  it  that  more 
information  is  required  to  enable  the  voters 
properly  to  act,  in  voting  for  the  President 
themselves,  directly,  than  in  voting  for  electors 
to  vote  for  them.  The  direct  vote  has  all  the 
advantages  of  simplicity :  the  voting  for  eleo- 
tors  all  the  ^sadvantages  of  oompTexity.  In 
exercising  the  right  of  snffi-age,  t^e  mode  which 
is  the  shortest,  most  simple,  easiest  to  be  under- 
stood, and  withal  the  most  certain,  has  every 
thing  to  reotmunend  it'  Bende^  nothing  oaa 
be  better  oalcnlated  to  awaken  that  d^^  d 
interest  whieh  is  necessary  toindnoethe  people 
to  attend  to  the  election,  than  to  pnt  it  in  their 
power  to  vote  directly  for  the  men  oi  their 
choice,  to  fill  these  great  offices. 

It  is  time,  Hr.  Chairman,  that  I  shonld  ap- 
proach the  all-important  provision  contained 
m  these  resolotions,  that  "  that  the  constitu- 
tion ought  to  be  amended  m  such  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  election  of  Preudent  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident from  devolving  on  Oongrees."  This  pow- 
er was  made  continent,  and  from  the  known, 
views  of  the  framers  of  the  ocmstitotion,  and 
the  whole  volume  of  evidence  which  contom- 
poraaeons  eiporiti«m  flmdiheB,  It  waa  thooi^ 
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to  be  remote,  aad  barely  within  the  reach  of 
posBtbility ;  but  past  experience,  and  the  aotnal 
aeqnaintanoe  with  the  tme  state  of  things,  as 
tbey  are,  and  as  they  are  likely  to  be,  must 
prodnoe  in  the  mind  of  eveiy  impartial  oMerr- 
«r,  the  settled,  ateadfut  ooaTiotiknt,  tbat  tfaia 
power,  at  fint  intended  to  be  eontingtnt  and 
rmotty  wis  become  frequent,  common,  pre- 
dominant. Jn  practice,  the  power  of  OongresB 
win  take  the  plaoe  of  the  right  of  the  people. 
The  people,  who,  of  right,  shonld  e^joy  and 
effectnaUy  exercise  this  power,  will  retain  the 
name  and  form,  withoat  the  sabstance  and  the 
benefita  of  it.  Precedents  will  draw  after  them 
practice ;  one  election  by  Congress  will  lead  to 
another ;  and,  as  the  recurrence  becomes  more 
freqnent  and  fashionable,  all  its  tendencies  will 
^in  strength;  and,  to  the  same  extent^  the 
right  will  pass  away  frran  the  people^  or  dwin- 
dle into  nothing. 

Bn^  has  Oongrais  abused  thb  power?  I 
woold  affirm  that  it  had;  bat,  aa  it  is  my 
nnpoee  to  apeak  of  obaraoterB^  rather  than  in- 
rnvKtiiala,  I  am  oontentthat  the  free,  nnbiassed, 
vnbonght  Jndgmenta  ctf  the  American  peo^e, 
■boold  ^e  the  response  to  this  qnestion.  Will 
Congress  certainly  abase  this  power!  The  un- 
answered argmnents  which  nsTe  been 
founded  in  the  depravity  of  onr  nature,  onr 
weakness,  oar  ambition,  onr  sitoations  here,  oar 
rations  to  the  ExeontiTe;  the  operatioDs  of 
his  extenmve  infloeuce  and  patronage,  if  troth 
can  previul,  mast  have  shown  that,  in  l^e  hands 
ot  Oongrees,  the  abase  is  next  to  inevitable. 

The  geatleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Btobbs) 
ndertook  to  show,  that  men  in  power  never 
ffid,  nor  never  oonld,  destroy  any  Goremment, 
but  that  OoTemmenta  were  only  in  danger  by 
men  out  of  power ;  and,  findiDg  that  he  conla 
not  be  flitttnuwd,  either  by  reason  or  matter  of 
ftot,  became  poetioal,  at  the  expense  of  these 
poor  powerless  people— he  drew  largely  npon 
Milton.  fVom  nis  example,  I  will  take  the 
fiberty  of  quoting,  from  the  "  Rights  of  Man," 
(a  work  of  not  very  high  aathority,  as  I  ander- 
atand,  at  White  Hall,)  the  desonption  of  the 
Nattonal  Assembly  of  France,  as  worthy  of 
imitation  by  this  assembly,  whether  in  or  oat  of 
power.  It  was  the  assembly  which  was  con- 
vened while  ^e  King  was  yet  on  the  throne, 
and  which  undertook,  not  to  revolatioaize  the 
Gorenunent,  Innt  to  define  the  rii^ts  of  the  sab- 
ject,  aad  linut  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown ; 
and  viiriacb  the  great  and  good  Lafeyette  was 
the  **Maffnv$  Apollo,**   It  is  thns  ^ren : 

**  ^teecb  is,  in  the  first  place,  one  oS  the  essential 
il^ltts  of  man,  always  retained;  and,  with  respect 
to  the  Katfonal  Assembly,  the  ose  of  tt  Is  their  duty, 
tnd  the  nation  is  Uielr  aathority.  FeeUag  the  dig- 
nity of  their  diaracter,  they  sai^ort  it.  Their 
parUsmentaiT  lengnage,  whether  for  or  against  the 
measnre,  is  free,  bold,  and  ouuily,  and  extends  to 
tn  the  drcomstances  of  the  case. 

**  If  any  matter  or  subject,  respecting  the  Execn- 
thre  Department,  or  the  person  who  preddea  in  it, 
(the  Ku^  comes  befi»re  them,  it  Is  debated  on  I 
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with  the  si^t  of  men,  and  the  language  of  gentle* 
men,  and  their  answer  or  addreas  is  returned  in 
the  same  style.  They  stand  not  aloo^  with  the 
gaping  Tscuity  of  vulgar  ignorance,  nor  bend  with 
die  cringe  of  syeoplianuo  IningiufiGanoe.  The 
gracefU  pride  Of  truth  knows  no  extremes,  and  pre- 
serves, hi  every  latitude  of  life,  the  right  angled 
character  of  man." 

I  think  the  character  here  drawn,  worthy,  at 

least,  of  my  imitation, 

A  few  words  now  about  a  Congress  Preddent. 
Who  makes  Limf  "We,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  f "  Ko,  sir,  we  the  servants  of 
the  people — a  grade  of  workmen  below  the 
joameymen,  fixes  him  up ;  the  master's  haod  is 
not  in  the  work.  Who  is  he  re^onsible  to  t 
Those  who  made  him.  The  creatQr&  aa  well  in 
a  state  of  political  existence,  as  in  the  natnral, 
mast  be  dc^>endent  npon  his  creator — "  in  th^ 
bands  are  the  issaes  of  his  political  lilSe."  AH 
our  l^ecniea,  and  all  oar  practice,  upon  the 
principles  of  good  government,  prove  that  the 
Legislative  and  the  Hzecutive  Departments 
should  be  placed  and  preserved  as  distmct  irom, 
and  as  independent  o^  each  other,  as  the  regu- 
larity of  action  can  permit.  Instead  of  this,  the 
defect  in  the  constitution  sgdnst  which  I  am 
contending,  does,  in  practice,  give  to  each  the 
power  of  producing  and  re-prodadng  one  an- 
other. 

The  gentieman  from  Hew  York  (Mr.  Stobbs) 
inquires  whether,  when  a  Freddent  ^ipdntahls 
political  iUeads,  he  pays,  or  when  he  appoints 
lus  political  adversaries,  he  bnysf  lanswer,  he 
may  do  botL  and  yet  neither  pay  nor  buy.  He 
asks,  triumphantly,  was  Bayard  bought?— was 
Poinsett  bought?  I  answer,  no,  neither  were 
bought  And  farther,  Fox  was  not  pidd— Oar- 
not  was  not  bought;  batWoolsey  was  paid« 
and  Talleyrand  was  boa^t,  (whenever  the 
highest  bidder  presented  himself.) 

I  refer  to  these,  out  of  the  thousand  examples 
which  history  fbmishea,  to  show,  that,  although 
friends  and  enemies  may  be  appointed  to  office 
and  power,  without  being  pud  or  boa^^  yet, 
under  difibrent  drcnmstuices,  men  have  been 
both  pud  and  btn^t— ^*  May  we  profit  hj  their 
examples  I** 

G«itlemai  attempt  to  divert  onr  iritentimi 
from  the  deflwts  in  tbe  oonstitatitm,  I7  express  • 
ing  a  reverence  for  its  framers  approaching  to 
idolatnr.  Sir,  to  those  who  uuired  in  the 
strnggfo  for  independence,  and  laid  the  deep 
foundations  of  our  Government,  I  claim  an 
equal  participation  in  rendering  tiie  fhll  tribute 
of  re^ird  which  is  due  to  mortal  men.  They 
gave  us  the  charter  of  oar  liberty ;  thejf  could 
not,  S^oBm  did  not,  ^ve  us  a  charter  of  ex- 
emption from  the  weakness  uid  the  wickedness 
of  human  nature,  ^fo,  sir,  in  tbe  days  of  onr 
fiitbo^  the  guMen  age  of  pristinepority — 
when,  aooording  to  one  gentlenuoi  on  tihis  floor, 
"the  pditioal  Httle  finger**  of  onr  stateonen 
could  almost  work  miracles;  and,  according  to 
another,  tbo  palest  star  in  that  firmament,  oat- 
shone  ue  whole  galaxy  of  these  degenerate 
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times — even  then  oar  oooatry  prodooed  an  Ar- 
nold! And  who  waa  Arnold?  Borne  obecnre, 
degraded,  soape-gallows  felon t  No,  rir,  no: 
he  was  foond  in  front  of  the  foremost  rank  of 
patriots,  with  a  wreath  of  g^ory  on  hla  brow, 
whioh  the  roogh  hand  of  time  ooold  not  tear 
sway — this  man  became  a  traitor  I 

In  the  first  great  oonteat  fbr  the  PreddeDtial 
ohadr,  the  aeoond  man  in  the  nation  aqttred  to  be 
the  firat— he  was  diaappolaied,  and  became  a  trai- 
tor 1  Int]ie8oal-ti7&g1imea(tf1lielaatwar,we 
witnessed  a  baubling  of  th«  waters-^  whole 
oonvention  was  spawned,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Repablioans  of  that  day,  were  little  better 
tiiantraitoral  It  is  to  exlnordiaar^ times, and 
trying  ocoanons,  that  we  must  look  for  extra- 
ordinary developmoit  of  character ;  then  it  is 
that  sterling  worth,  rare  endowment,  or  un- 
known merit,  is  brought  to  light,  or,  being 
known,  reoeires  its  con&rmation ;  and  then  it  is, 
that  those  who  g^ned  credit  for  what  they 
never  had,  find  themselrea  weighed  and  want- 
ing. 

^Bnt  is  it  mongh  for  na  that  we  have  had  great 
«Dd  goodaiMwators?  Not  unless  we  are  worthy 
of  tlwm,  and  wnrtiiy,  too,  of  onr  own  posterity: 
for  in  a  little  while,  we,  also,  shall  be  ancestors. 
Then  we  shall  be  looked  to  for  examples :  and 
what  bright  examples — what  improvements 
shall  we  Amiisb,  fit  tor  the  imitation  and  praise 
of  fatnre  times  t  Shall  all  the  lights  of  science, 
of  practical  liberty,  and  experience,  be  lost  on 
ns?  Is  the  debt  whioh  we  owe  to  remain  nn- 
btmded,  unseonred? — for,  we  most  not  forget 
that  we  owe  the  same  debt  to  onr  country,  and 
those  that  shall  come  after  as,  that  they  did 
who  hare  gone  before— yea,  a  much  larger 
debt:  "for,  whan  mooh  ia  gLwOf  much  will  be 
reqnired*" 

Some  ftitare  Oato  nuqr  monm  OT«r  the  lonff* 
loat  liberties  of  his  oonntry;  he  may,  indeed, 
despair  of  in^nring  his  d^raded,  enslared  coan- 
tiymen,  with  the  hardy  nrtnes  of  freemen,  by 
the  Uoodnstirring  notes  ot  martial  mnsio,  or  by 
Tufhriing  the  star-epaai^ed  banner  of  their 
fiomer  lame ;  bat  bis  nnoonqoered  i^rit  will 
break  forth  in  langnage  like  tiua — 
"  Is  there  not  aome  chosen  curse. 

Borne  Uddea  thaader  in  the  stMW  of  HeaTen, 

Bed  with  uncommon  wrath, 

To  Uast  the  mu  that  owes  Us  greatneai 

To  his  ooontry's  ruin  t  ** 

Hr.  Lboomptk  said,  in  advocating  the  resoln- 
tions  of  his  friend  from  Soath  Oar^na,  he  was 
met,  at  the  Terr  threshold,  by  gentiemen  of 
▼err  eminent  abilities,  who  undertook  to  show, 
in  fardOM  and  impvenTa  langoage^  the  danger 
inseparable  from  ereij  attempt  to  touch  the 
Qonstitntion.  He  did  Ml  Jastice,  both  to  their 
talents  and  to  their  motives;  ke  admired  their 
candor,  and  did  not  doubt  the  nnoerity  of  their 
Tenaratlon  for  the  constitnttoa.  BaL  howerer 
great  that  veneration  might  be,  and  however 
well  deserved,  gentlemen  ought  to  remember, 
that  instrument  has  now  been  submitted  to  the 
test  of  fbrty  years'  e:q>erieaoe,  and,  with  what- 
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ever  wisdom  it  might  have  been  framed,  (and 
none  appreciated  more  fhlly  than  he,  the  tidenk 
or  tin  patriotism  of  its  framers,)  it  has  been 
prored  defective  in  one  very  important  point. 
Would  gentlemen  deny  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  poaBeeeed  of  sofficienb  rirtae 
and  saffldent  intaUIgenoe  to  make  a  change  io 
their  constitution,  when  they  find  that  any  part 
of  it  is  produotive  of  erilt  The  wisdom  of 
onr  firthers,  HMSr  intmt^,  and  th^  modesfey, 
were  too  great  to  anw  uiem  to  dmUi  the 
intention  that  no  dirage  abonld  ever  be  made 
hi  the  iostmment  they  produced.  It  aeoned, 
indeed  to  be  the  oimiion  one  gantianuui, 
(Mr,  Ensnr,)  that  we  are  not  panmtted 
to  attempt  a  chai^ 

Turn,  for  a  moment,  to  the  arguments  of  tho 
honorable  gentleman  from  Masaachusetta,  (Hr. 
Etubtt.)  That  gentieman,  if  I  nnderstood 
him,  maintaios,  that  erery  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitution,  is  a  breach  of  oar  doty,  and  a 
Titration  of  the  oath  we  hare  taken  to  support 
the  constitution;  and  that  we  have  no  n^it 
even  to  consider  snch  a  [mpodtioa.  The  oon- 
stitution  itself  secures  to  as  this  right  Vfhait 
is  Its  langnage,  ski  [Here  lb.  L.  ^oted  the 
OMutitntioo.  to  show  the  power.]  With  Ian* 
goage  like  this  staring  him  in  the  boe,  will  any 
gentleman  say,  we  may  not  even  consider  a 
proportion  to  amend  this  instrument!  ^r, 
we  bare  no  right  to  any  pririlege  In  the 
GK)remment,  if  we  have  no  right  to  alter  the 
Gtovemment  It  is  thepeople's,  and  they  may 
change  it  at  wUl.  The  gentieman  says  he 
would  sooner  lay  down  his  hand,  and  have  It 
ent  o£^  than  hold  it  up  In  fovor  of  any  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution.  But,  I  say,  I  woold 
sooner  lay  down  my  hand,  and  have  it  out  o% 
than  not  inAA  it  up  in  fiiror  oi  alteration, 
whenever  I  am  eonvinoed  that  altentim  ii 
needed.  The  gentleman,  too,  tells  us,  that  the 
President  of  the  VtAted  States  has  no  power, 
or  none,  at  least,  that  la  worth  talking  abont 
No  power,  mrl  What  aaya  this  insbrumentt 
[Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  second  artitde  of  the 
constitution.]  Is  this  no  power,  air — this  no 
patronage  t  Sir,  the  President  nominates  almost 
every  officer  In  the  serrioe  of  Goremment — 
and  when  did  you  ever  hear  of  a  nomination 
of  his  not  being  confirmed  by  the  Senate  f  It 
is  a  rare  oocurrenoe.  All  his  nominations  are 
confirmed;  and  is  this  no  power!  Sir,  it  is  the 
strongest  of  power. 

The  constitution,  as  it  stands,  makes  no 
certain  provition  for  the  eleotimi  of  a  Prert- 
dent  It  aaya,  inde^  that  if  an  Section 
to  be  made  ih»  Electoral  Odlc^tbat  the 
House  of  Roprceentativee  may  then  elect  from 
tiie  three  li^Melk  oandidatea.  Bat  it  is  not 
WHnpolsory  upon  them  to  do  so ;  and,  if  they 
riioald  think  proper  not  to  make  a  Preuden^ 
thwe  will  be  noo».  So,  in  Hke  manner,  the 
Senate  has  power  to  make  a  Vioe  President,  bnt 
it  is  not  comptibory  upon  them  to  do  so ;  and, 
if  Ha  Senate  should  also  decline,  there  will  be 
no  ^noe  FnsideDt;  and  tims  the  Xzeontfte 
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I>>partineiit  of  the  GorenuHiit  vm  b«  want ; 
nor  can  it,  in  a  oonstUational  manner,  be  filled, 
niis  oertwnlyis  a  fiiot  whioh  ooght  at  least  to 
be  taken  into  oonaderation. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
wj  great  delioaor,  to  adrot,  npon  thu  floor, 
to  the  oircmnstanoeB  which  preceded,  and  were 
faimediately  oonneoted  with  the  Ute  Bresi- 
daotial  eleo^n;  yet  I  ocmslder  it  proper  and 
aeeeeaary  to  refer  to  some  of  them.  It  was 
rerj  oomtoonly  obaerred,  in  our  public  prints, 
in  the  Weat^  that  the  last  two  or  three  Prai- 
dflBts  had  been  taken  from  the  Oalnnet.  Thej 
bad  each  been  Secretary  of  State.  This  was 
•onaidered  likely  to  grow  Into  a  dangoooa 
pneedent.  The  people  were  alire  to  tliia 
•nldect^-thary  felt  thu  danger^-they  were 
dettrooa  to  crert  it--aiid  wvrj  axernon  was 
Mdft  to  bring  an  indivldaal  into  the  Freddenr 
Hal  office  iaunediatety  from  the  bosom  of  the 


great  check  on  ^e  abnae  of  power  by 
tiie  EzeontiTe,  is  bis  responaitHUty  to  those  who 
elected  him.  He  is  elected  by  the  Hoose  of 
BcfneaentatiTes ;  where  then  will  his  reeponsi- 
Uity  be  directed  t  To  the  Hooae  of  Bepresent- 
atires.  And  to  whom  is  the  respondbility  of 
the  House  directed  t  To  their  oonstitaeDta.  Bnt 
i(  in  the  election  of  a  PreeUlent,  they  beve  be- 
trayed thdr  omiititiiMitB,  where  is  the  remedy  I 
Xhue  ia  none^  dr.  The  pet^e  may  oomplidn, 
but  thdr  ri^t  ci  dHrfoe  is  gime.  They  mur 
torn  out  their  JUtUeas  aemnt^  bot  a  sorrant  is 
Mt,  whom  they  oannot  torn  oat  till  his  term  ex- 
pires. Jnd^ng  from  my  own  feelings,  I  shoold 
eoDclode  that  every  free  American,  whose  am- 
Utkm  prompts  him  to  dedre  an  offioe  <tf  tmat 
and  bmor,  woold  be  too  prond  to  consent  to 

hdditwithoattbewilloftfaemiO<»^'  Oertain 
tt  is,  that  I  woold  never  take  an  office,  however 
l^reat  or  valuable,  mdess  I  iMlieved  it  to  be  sane* 
tioned  by  a  fUr  mf^}fni^  of  my  &llow.«id- 
aeD& 

Great  fear  was  expressed  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, lest  a  "  military  fthiwftmn  "  shonld  be  made 
Preaident;  and  it  was  assigned  as  a  reason  why 
Oe  win  of  the  pe<^  Aoald  be  disregarded, 
that  this  **  chieftain,^  if  elected,  might,  by  some 
neana,  (it  never  eoiud  be  distinctly  shown  how  J 
bring  ue  natian  Into  war,  Why  shonld  soon 
fcars  be  ec^ertadnedl  What  reasw  can  there 
betoindolgesoohraprehendcHiaf  Ofdnething, 
Mr.  Ohairman,  I  feu  very  confident :  if  we  hu 
had  the  militaiy  chieftun  "  fbr  our  President 
in  1814^  thb  Capitol  woold  not  have  been  laid 
in  aabee.  After  aooh  a  flwt  as  this,  air,  I  hope 
the  poaseasiui  oi  some  military  aUll— the  rin  of 
havu^  fooj^t  fyr  the  ooontry — ^wUl  not  be  urged 
as  an  o^emon  to  an  officer  whom  yoor  eoosti- 
totim  m^kea  the  comraander-in-ohie£ 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  MnoHSLE,  of  Smith  Oaro- 
Bu,  the  oomn^ttee  then  rose^  aod 

The  Hooae  a^loomed. 


Wkdhtoat,  Ibrch  2S. 
Amendmrntiff^  OontHiutiM. 
The  Hooae,  on  rnotion  of  Mr.  McDimnx,  again 
went  into  Oosomittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Unkm,  Mr.  IfaLun,  of  Delaware,  in  tha 
chair,  oa  tiie  pn^oaed  WModmait  to  the  ooii'< 
stitaUon. 

Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  Sontfa  Carolina,  woold  «!• 
deavor  to  show,  first,  that  the  plan  of  electing  a 
Preadent,  proposed  by  his  oolfeagne,  (Mr.  Mo* 
Dums,)  was  not  <mly  more  liable  to  abuse  than 
the  present  ByBteiQ,but  essentially  impracticable. 
If  bis  ooUet^e  objected  to  Oongressiimal  Oao* 
cnses^  oompoaed  (n  distingidshed  persona,  re- 
nKMidUe  to  the  pec^le,  and  high  In  thdr  oonfi- 
&noe-^ho8e  owtmoM  ars  condoeted  with  all 
the  pnUidty  vaa  solemnity  of  Le^aladve  fvo- 
oeediiv— he  wilL  if  his  resolntiiHi  be  adopted, 
expose  the  people  to  the  machinations  of  dee* 
pmte  intriguers,  witiumt  oharaotCT,  without 
che^ ;  whose  insidiooa  plots  will  be  hatdied 
and  executed  with  the  ulenoe  and  concealment 
of  treason.  If  he  objects  to  the  present  system, 
because,  by  an  arithmetical  sappoation,  it  may 
be  made  to  appear  that  a  minority  maj  elect  a 
President,  a^inst  the  will  of  the  majority,  (for 
no  sooh  case  was  alleged  to  have  existed,)  from 
the  very  uatore  and  eflfoct  of  his  plan,  smaller 
minoritiee  will  elect  to  that  offioe  persms  un- 
known to  the  great  bo4y  of  the  cHeoCofs;  with* 
onttaloit  to  aoagsM,  vithont  ad&eaa  to  efiSao^ 
or  pnbHc  ecmfloraoe  to  sustain  thdr  mesanrea, 
Xf^  by  the  present  plan,  the  constitnted  antbcnd- 
ties  are  liable  to  be  oormpted,  by  the  propose^ 
the  poison  will  be  more  widely  mflhseo— it  will 
be  carried  to  the  altar  and  the  flreode— 4t  wUI 
work  into  the  blood  and  the  heart  of  the  oounby. 

Mr.  M.  add,  his  aeoond  ground  for  oppodng 
the  amendment  was,  because  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  deotord  system  was  essentialty 
odculated  to  oonoentrate  public  o[nnion  on  those 
who  deserve  pnblio  confidence— to  elect  men 
most  distingaiflhed  for  int^^ty  and  abilitiea. 
But,  if  it  oould  be  proven  th^  it  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  this  happy  readt;  if  it  even  fi^ued 
every  altemate  thne;  atiU  it  waa  ao  espsotial  ta 
the  soverdgnty  of  the  States^  and  tiieir  aovaiw 
eigntv  so  esaentid  to  the  Hlnrtiea  of  die  peo- 
p^  uiat  he  would  fed  dimmed  to  retain  ifc. 

Mr.  M.  add,  it  bad  been  artfUly  oontwided, 
that,  by  the  adoption  of  these  amendments,  tike 
people  would  have  more  power  in  the  deotina 
of  PreddcDt.  The  &ot  is  not  so.  By  the  eon- 
stitntioQ,  aa  it  now  stands,  the  people  have  a  sov- 
ereign control  over  the  election  of  their  electors. 
'Sbey  can  elect  them  by  generd  ticket,  by  dia- 
triobL  or  bf  the  Le^atore.  On  the  ooutrary, 
the  i»aa  of  bis  oolleagoe  proposed  to  take  from 
the  people  of  the  Statea  thu  soverdga  power 
■^4his  unrestrained  freedom  in  the  mode  of 
ohoodng  thdr  Chief  Magistrate ;  and  to  say  to 
them,  you  shall  deot  your  electon  by  districts. 

Jfr.M.  add,  notwithstsndingtiieee  eonvlotioiiai 
be  voold  not  have  trespassed  on  the  oommittea 
if  the  amendment  had  not  been  pn^Kieed  by  one 
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of  bis  ooUeagQee,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  in  ozpress  contradiction  to  the 
will  of  the  people  of  Sontb  Oarolioa.  The  res- 
olution to  »lopt  the  Difitriot  System  bad  been, 
for  ten  years,  to  his  knowledge,  before  that  peo- 
ple. It  had  been  proposed  hj  three  diffimnt 
Btatea^orth  OaroUna,New  BampBhiie,and  Nev 
Jersey,  to  three  faooeNTeLej^BliUareB,  of  which 
he  was  a  member;  and  it  had  been  Mther 
evaded,  or  podtirely  rejected.  Even  at  tiie  last 
Msaiott,  the  amendments  under  discnnion,  be 
understood,  had  been  reoommended  by  the  Gor- 
cvnor,  in  hia  messi^,  and,  when  oalled  np,*had 
been  mdefinitety  postponed.  Thia  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  the  result  of  the  last  Frendmtial 
election  had  operated  with  unexpected  aoTvAtj 
on  the  feelings  of  the  people. 

iSi.  }L  said  he  wonld  now  reoor  to  his  po- 
sition— ^tbat  the  plan  of  bia  ooUeagne  to  deot  a 
President  was  imm*actioable ;  that,  by  it,  no 
eleotlon  could  be  effected.  "Wbat  does  be  pro- 
tiose  to  do!  In  the  first  place,  he  strips  the 
Eosse  <mP  BepresentatiTes,  and  the  State  Xegis- 
latores,  of  allageiuT'iii  the  election.  Hea^  to 
ttiem,  **yoa  are  not  trostworthy ;  yon  are  oot- 
rnptible;  yon  may  be  tampered  with."  Oaa- 
onaes,  of  all  sorts,  are  prosoribed.  He  then 
divides  the  United  States  into  two  hundred  and 
rixt^-one  districts,  Uke  the  squares  of  a  checker- 
board ;  each  district  is  to  elect  an  elector,  and 
these  electors  are  to  meet,  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  capitals  of  their  States,  to  vote  for  a 
ieati  the  electors  of  Mune  at  Portland;  of 
Georgia,  at  miledgerille ;  of  Missouri,  at  St. 
Louis ;  and  of  Kew  York,  at  Albany.  How 
can  an  election  be  effected  in  tiiis  way  t  How 
Mn  a  mi|}ori^  be  united  in  &Tor  oc  any  one 
oandidate,  by  eleoton  at  raoh  rast  distances, 
widiOQt  the  posaibiUty  of  concert  or  without 
tbe  operatint  of  an  iotervenlDg  body,  by  which 
th^  TiewB  ndgfat  be  previously  collected,  di- 
gested, and  ascertained !  What  is  an  election  t 
It  is  the  common  will,  arising  out  of  the  com- 
mon nnderetanding  the  electors.  How  is 
this  effected!  ^y  communication  of  ideas,  by 
Interchange  of  views,  by  com^omise  of  interests, 
by  concesnon  of  feeiiDss.  Yon  must  bring  the 
doctors,  somehow  or  other,  in  contact.  By  way 
<tf'Ulu8t»tioD,  sappose  each  of  ns,  on  oar  arrivtu 
at  Washington,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
■eadcn,  had  been  confined  to  bis  chamber,  with- 
out tiiepoBdtnU^of  ocmuniinioatioQ,  and  direct- 
ed, with  a  fiat  <n  the  membersin  onr  hands,  and 
a  nil  knowledge  of  their  dharactera  to  vote  for 
a  Speakar^ow  long  would  it  be  hetat9  a  ma- 
Jori^  oi  m  would  nnite  in  fiivor  of  one  indi- 
Tidnall  Kot  until  doomsday.  But  let  us  as- 
Mmble  here  as  usual,  and  how  quickly  is  the 
eteotiiHieffiacted.  At  the  first  ballot  there  wonld 
bethreeorfoorcttodidates;  the  highest  on  the 
fist  might  have  a  very  small  minority  of  the 
whole;  at  eveary  socccosive  balloting,  be,  or 
some  other,  would  receive  an  accession  of 
strength,  from  the  foUmg  in  of  those  who  were 
at  first  averse  to  him.  Notwithstanding  this, 
Ua  ultimate  snooesa  woold  be  aoquieaoed  in  bj 


all,  and  the  bnsineea  of  the  people  would  move  on 
with  its  nsual  celerity  and  advantage.  Kow^. 
this  is  the  effect  of  d^beration,  of  various  ana 
painful  calculations  of  hope  and  disappoint- 
ment, of  ocmoession  and  eqmvalenta,  among  tihe 
electors.  A  Freddential  ekction  cannot  other- 
wise be  emdnoted. 

Ur.  JL  said,  that  it  may  be  objected,  that  onr 
deotoral  odlegea  have  always  voted  in  this 
manner  in  their  nmws&we  oe^itals^  and  that 
they  have  found  no  difficulty  in  electing  a  Pree- 
ident.   True ;  bnt  this  has  been  owing  to  the 
intervention  of  the  House  of  BepreeentatiTesM- 
The  people  of  the  Statea  have  been  broogfat 
into  contact  by  the  deliberations  at  Washing 
ton.    The  merits  of  conspicuous  men  were 
there  discussed;  their  claims  to  public  oonfi- 
dcQoe  CMupared ;  the  political  prin(uplea,intei>- 
ests,  and  prejuiUoes,  of  the  different  sections 
ascertained  and  reconciled,  and  the  candidates 
selected,  and  recommended  to  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  Statee.  .Ocnwreas  did  that  which 
it  was  the  otnutitatimal  witr  of  the  deotoral 
colleges  to  have  dcme,  but  which  they  wwe  on- 
able  to  do  flrom  &dr  distance  tnaa  each  other. 
This  election  has  been  hitherto  effected  by  Con- 
gress and  the  people  of  the  States.   The  doc- 
toral colleges  nave  done  nothing  more  than 
vrrite  the  votes  of  the  people,  and  transmit 
them  to  Washington.   The  Oon^ressiond  can- 
ons did  not  arise  from  the  spirit  of  intrigue^ 
but  ir<Hu  necesn^.   Had  the  constitution  as- 
sembled the  electors  of  the  States,  and  formed 
them  into  <me  body,  the  election  would  have 
been  footed  by  them,  and  a  Ck)n0ressional 
oaaoua  would  never  have  existed.    But  it  ia 
equally  dear,  that,  without  this  aasonblage  of 
the  deotfffd  odleges,  or  the  interveuti(»i  of 
some  general  lepresentative  body,  to  ednoe^ 
direct,  and  ocmoentrate  public  i^dnion,  that  the 
people,  scattered  over  this  immense  oountry^ 
Ignorant  of  each  other's  views  and  interesta, 
and  having,  each,  views  and  interests  of  their 
own,  Uable  to  the  impoeitioaB  of  a  venal  preM, 
and  to  the  arts  of  ambitiona  demagogues,  wiU. 
never  harmonize  so  as  to  effect  an  decl«>n. 
The  direct  effect  of  the  amendments  will  be  to 
engender,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  knots  oi 
intriguers,  who  will  divide  and  distract  the 
people,  and  embitter  thdr  feelings,  and  who, 
being  irrespondble,  will  not  care  by  what 
meana  they  effect  thdr  wda. 

The  dedgn  of  the  oomtitntion  evidently  waa, 
tiut  the  Freddent  should  be  chosen  by  the 
I>eqple  of  the  States,  in  their  odlective  c^>ad- 
ties,  as  distinct  ind^endeut  communities ;  that 
the  prindple  of  representation  was  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  conduct  of  this  dection — the 
people  to  vote  for  electors  chosen  from  them- 
sdves,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  who 
were  to  choose  a  Prendent ;  and  on  failure  of 
the  doctors  to  dect,  the  States  to  dedde  in 
their  eovereign  equal  character.  Here  is  no 
splitting  of  communities — no  warring  of  mi- 
norities against  minorities — ^no  corrupt  and  un- 
natural  aUianoes  between  the  distiicta  of  one 
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State  and  tboae  of  another,  to  defeat  the  will 
ct  their  reepeotiTe  eookties.  The  ohoioe  of 
•torton  is,  like  a  law  of  the  State,  the  will  of 
the  naknily,  vhidi  the  miiK«it7  adopt,  and 
■aketbeirown.  If  the  tleoton  <tf  the  States 
htA  ftMmed  one  hodr,  not  oplj  would  no  Oon- 
giiiwiiiHri  canooB  haTo  vnx  radsted,  hot  it 
voold  not,  (HMe  in  a  oentnrj,  have  ever  been 
MGarred  to  the  States  in  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
MBtadrei.  The  real  poKtioal  qaestlon  is,  can- 
not the  people  elect  uwir  President  repre- 
••■tativea!  If  they  can  make  laws  here  and 
■t  home — if  thej  can  do,  what  is  still  more  im- 
portant, change  their  ocmstitntaon  of  Govern-' 
MBt,  Xfj  rcweeentatiyes,  why  can  thej  not 
ahooae  tbur  President  1^  representatives  ?  for 
what  are  Sectors  bat  representatives,  chosen, 
Bke  theniv  by  the  pecwle,  from  among  them- 
■stTBS  I  Of  neoesnty  uila  must  be  done :  the 
mmmif*tmU  lam<^ tpoMtmd  mimAreqmre  it. 
It  jtM  malm  it  pt^nilar,  m  hy  distenti^  joa 
win  never  effbot  an  eleotion,  or  it  wiH  be  iner- 
itaUj  effected  bj  self-created  representatives, 
01  on  sen,  poHtiottnii,  or  what  yon  please  to 
eaUtliem. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  inevitable  resnlt  of  the  pro- 
posed change  is  not  only  to  mnltiply  oandi- 
datea,  bnt  to  bring  forward  candidates  of  a  dif- 
Jbrent  «lasB  or  order.  Instead  of  having  the 
great  men  of  the  Oonfederacy,  yon  would  have 
the  great  men  of  the  State.  The  temptation 
wonkl  be  irremstible  to  ambitioaB,  intrigtiing 
nan,  who  had  not  the  pnblio  confidence,  and 
11^  were  inemerienoed  in  State  affairs.  A 
popolar  man  having  the  ioflomoe  of  a  State,  and 
knowing  that  a  few  additional  votes  from  each  of 
the  atQmniiif;  States  woidd  five  him  a  plnrality 
mang  his  competitors,  aibd  thus  mable  him 
to  ^^>ear  befwe  the  pecmle  of  the  United  States 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Preddausy,  would  im- 
■ediately  set  to  work.  He  wonld  resort  to  tike 
vilest  arts  of  intrigue  to  acoompHah  his  purpose. 
To  the  leading  meia.  he  wonld  hold  oat  the  al- 
Inrsmenta  of  office ;  with  another  dass,  he  woald 
wxfSoj  the  grossest  means  of  venality  and  oor- 
nqmon.  He  would  address  himself  directly  to 
tte  passiona.  State  pride,  sectional  interest, 
wonld  literate  in  hisfovor.  He  would  have 
infliiitelT'  the  advantage  ot  a  man  at  a  distance, 
wluae  great  aervieeB  and  tried  tirtae  wonld  not 
be  known  to  the  great  masi^  or  If  known  at  all, 
would  only  be  ftlt  their  reaam.  I  venture 
to  Mj  that  ten  or  twelve  candidates,  vrith  their 
atbsndantB  and  dependents,  their  herds  of  petty 
offioers  scattered  through  the  towns,  the  ndties, 
and  the  country,  Ac,  wonld  throw  the 
whole  UnicHi  into  a  state  of  most  vidous  fer- 
nteotation.  Bribery,  peijary,  tumultaous  dis- 
torbanoes,  drunken  and  gluttonous  excesses 
such  aa  we  have  seen  take  place  in  our  Congres- 
sional eleotiona,  in  the  lai^  citie^  would  pro- 
ine  the  ezmiise  of  a  ri^t — the  proudest  right 
of  a  fkeemao — ^which  ^Mild  only  be  exerdsed 
with  the  purest  and  best  fbeUnga,  Take  an  ex- 
A  small  minorl^  <rf  tw«i1y-flve  or  tiiirty 
aketoial  TotM,  givesMr.     of  nUaoii^  andllr. 
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of  South  Carolina,  pluralities,  and  acoordixur 
to  the  aystom  of  the  gentleman,  the  Senate  will 
have  to  present  them  to  the  people  of  the  States, 
who  are  to  dioose  one  of  them  as  President,  by 
a  vote  in  mass.  What  would  the  good  citiz^ 
ofBostonsayt  Tniy,  I  never  heard  of  eitheritf 
these  oandididM  in  my  life— am  I  compelled  to 
vote  for  a  man  of  whom  I  know  nothing  t  He 
would  inquire  of  his  member  of  Congress,  who 
would  be  unaMe  to  inform  him.  He  woold  then 
resort  to  the  editor  of  his  newspiq>er.  Mr.  Edi- 
tor would  know  all  about  Mr.  A.,  of  Illinois. 
He  had  seen  a  bngrapbical  sketch  of  him  in  the 
New  York  Evening  Post,  taken  from  the  Pitta- 
bui^  Recorder,  extracted  from  the  Star  of  Cin- 
cinnati,  direct  from  the  Herald  of  Illinois, 
where  the  candidate  lived,  which  proved  that 
Mr.  A.  was  one  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men. 
And,  for  fifty  dollars,  these  independent  and 
patriotic  editOTS  would  impose  on  the  people  of 
the  United  Statea  6rattan>s  character  of  the 
elder  Pitt,  as  a  BaitablejpictaTe  of  the  virtues  and 
talents  of  Mr.  A^  of  Illinois^  who  mi^t  be  at 
heart  a  shallow,  mtri^ning  fellow,  wha  by  the 
basest  arts  of  corruption,  nad  cooled  the  eletw 
tors  of  his  own  and  the  neighboring  States  to 
give  him  their  votes  as  President  Conld  you 
prevul  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  voto 
for  him !  "Would  you  be  able  to  rally  a  m^or* 
ity  in  his  fevor!  Would  the  people  of  the 
States  rush  to  the  polls  and  stm^le  to  lift  A. 
of  Illinois,  or  B.  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  proud 
pre-emioence  1  Bnt  admit  Mr.  A.  should  be 
elected.  What  a  q>eotacle  I  The  Chief  Maina- 
trate  of  a  Confederacy  cS  twenty-four  sovereign 
States  leaves  his  retirement  on  the  Wabash  fat 
the  capital  of  the  United  States.  Where  are 
the  breathless  crowds— the  triumphal  archer— 
the  military  displays — the  files  of  village  youths 
and  mdds  strewing  bis  path  with  fiowera,  and 
ft'dghtingtiie  air  with  gladsome  psans  I  Where 
the  bnrmng  acclamations,  which  speak  a  na- 
tion's Joy  at  the  promotion  of  a  man  to  the  chief 
magistracy  who  had  become  sacred  in  their  eyea 
by  a  life  of  spotiess  integri^,  of  infiexible  firm- 
ness, a  virtuous,  useful  laborer  in  their  service  f 
His  arrival  at  Washington  is  announced.  Does 
it  inspire  universal  oonfidenoe  t  Does  it  cafan 
anxie&f  Does  It  harnumize  the  distractions  of 
party!  He  has  now  to  diooso  his  Cabinet  Is 
he  cwable  selecting  those  whose  flrmnea^ 
Bfiffaaty,  and  resource,  would  assist  him  in  his 
difficulties  I  What  would  be  his  embarrass* 
meats  I  Ignorant  of  our  foreign  affurs — of  the 
finances — of  the  organization  of  the  army  and 
navy — ^he  would,  at  every  step,  have  to  consult 
treaties,  statutes,  reporto,  files  of  manosoript 
letters,  derks,  sub-derka^  and  the  very  meniala 
of  the  Departments. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  M.,  why  are  not  candidates  of 
this  sort  now  brought  forward — electors  meet 
in  the  several  States,  and  are  liable  to  be  oper- 
ated on  ?  He  would  answer,  on  acooont  of  the 
agency  which  the  State  Legislatures  and  House 
^Bepresentativeshave  in  the  electaon.  Itia 
beoania  Hm  framen  (tf     ooistttatioa  avtHded 
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ib»  principle,  which  the  gentleman  proposes  to 
introduce,  of  Testing  the  election  solely  In  the 
qnaUfied  Totw»— beoanse^  to  oraiqdete  the  act 
of  elediraf  all  braoohes  of  Govenunent 
unst  oo-operato — each  acts  and  la  acted  on- 
each  controls  and  is  controlled.  The  State 
IiOfpslatores  have  their  ohecl:,  in  directing  the 
nuMO  of  appointing  electors — the  Honae  of 
Bepresentatives  Iba  oheol^  in  the  ultimate  de- 
(dsion;  both  are  responsible  to  the  qualified 
voters  for  the  faithful  ezercdse  of  their  powers. 
The  candidate  must  present  himself  to  each  in 
torn.  Address  on  his  part,  and  &cility-  on 
theirs,  maj  gain  over  a  Bomdent  number  en  the 
qoaUfied  voters.  State  pride  and  sectional  in- 
terest maj  overcome  the  election  of  oontigoous 
Legislatures ;  bat,  when  he  has  gone  so  far,  his 
work  is  not  jet  done.  He  then  has  to  pass  the 
Inspection  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  trf 
the-nnitedStatea>-«  tribunal  proud,  jealous,  and 
intelleotaial,  which,  if  subdued  at  all,  mujt  be 
sobdoed  bj  main  strength.  His  preteusiona 
^  are  there  examined — ana^zed  with  the  heart- 
kssneesof  anetomioal  dis0ecti<m— ctmpued,  not 
with  the  merit  of  those  who  move  in  nis  limit- 
ed sphere  at  home,  bat  with  that  of  men  from . 
every  part  of  the  Union,  fit  for  the  most  com- 

Slio^ied  affairs,  and  struggling  in  a  career  of  ar- 
uous  competition.  It  ia  this  organization  which 
compels  the  citizen  to  ascend  by  the  ordinary 
ateps;  togothroughthepreparatory initiations. 

But  what  has  been  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem! Onr  Government  baa  existed  fi}r  tiiiity- 
flight  jeats.  We  have  had  ten  Presidential 
electitma— two  of  them  dedded  }jj  the  Honae 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  nz  different  Presidents, 
The  gsntieman  admits  that  five  of  these  have 
been  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  the  very 
best  men  of  the  Confederacy ;  and  a  very  htfge 
portion  of  the  Union  will  say  that  the  sixth  is 
Bot  unworthy  of  his  exalted  station.  Is  not 
tiiis  conceding  every  thing!  Oan  a  stronger 
■rgnment  be  advanced  1  Does  he  ^ipeal  to  ex- 
perience f  Is  it  not  in  our  favor  ?  Wliat  does 
De  oppose  to  it  t  Theory  I  ^>eoalatlon  I  sappo- 
ntitious  oaaesi  hypothetical reaswing  1  The 
•lemons  have  been  ezpoaed  to  all  the  abases 
which  he  dreada:  oOmMnations  of  the  large 
Btatae'  ■usurpations  of  the  Legidatnres— sup- 
pression of  minorities  b^  nu^oritieB— defeats  of 
m^orities  by  minorities-— caucuses — political 
managers — patronage  of  the  Rreddenfe-— oormp- 
tibihty  of  the  Bepreamtatives,  And  yet,  in  five 
faistenoesoutof  six,  he  tells  ua,  the  people  have 
ehosen,  and  chosen  the  best  men  of  the  Oonfeder- 
tof.  Wliat  is  this  but  saying  that  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  electcH^  system  is  such  as  to  con- 
eentarate  the  will  of  the  people  on  those  who  de- 
serve their  confidence?  And  has  our  ship,  dur- 
ing this  period  of  thirty-six  years,  coursed 
over  a  summer  sea  I  What  viciBdtadeet  War  I 
Feaoel  the  tranntioa  from  pcditioal  weakness  to 
politieal  strength  I  SadioncfiTiding  tbeUniffli, 
and  the  fiercest  and  most  impIaceUe 

passions  1  downfall  of  one  party  and  the  rise 
of  another.  The  ezpanaion  of  the  OmMwurj 
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from  the  Lakes  to  the  Golf  of  Henoo — from  the 
All^i^any  to  the  Western  boundary  of  Misioazi  J 

Hr.  H.  aaid,  that  his  colleague  waa  led  into 
error  from  the  pc^tioal  viejr  whicb  he  took  oi 
the  people  of  mis  oonntry.  He  an^eared  to 
oonatder  ns  as  hanng  or^nal^  beat  ooe 
tion— that  we  were  aOwwaiaa  divided  into 
States— that  the  State  Gownmenta  grew  oat 
o^  and  are  subordinate  to,  the  Oou&deimte 
Government,  and  that  evoy  approach  toward* 
nationality  is  an  i^proaching  of  the  people  of 
the  States  to  their  natural  and  perfect  oondi- 
tion.  He  denied  this  to  be  the  oaae.  This 
Government  at  Waahingtcm  is  nothing  more 
than  an  e^sresoenoe  of  uie  sovereign  power  of 
the  people  of  the  Btatea — a  mere  OonfederaoT— 
created  as  such,  and  intended  to  be  created  ■> 
aaoh;  and  where  it  difiitoa  in  its  adimfiwsa 
Govannuota  of  that  kind,  it  to-only  that  may 
be  more  effident  as  a  Oonfedearacy — a  thing  of 
neoesiity — of  bargain  and  sale  betwem  the 
people  of  the  Statea,  in  which  each  tried  to 
obtain  the  best  terms  they  could ;  and  which 
were  examined  and  re-examined,  modified  and 
re-modified,  turned  and  twisted,  and  finally  exr 
pressed,  with  the  oantioua,  critical,  distrusting 
predsion  of  an  EsgUah  conveyancer. 

Must  not  this  be  his  prmciple,  when  he  advo- 
cates a  theory  which  takes  from  the  people  at 
the  States,  as  sooh,  the  power  ana  agency 
which  they  have  in  the  Executive  branch  cc 
this  Government ;  which  goes  to  deatr^r  the 
respondUiity  of  that  great  officer  to  the  people 
of  the  Statea^  by  manng  his  deotiiHi  dq>eod^ 
not  tm  them,  bid  tm  the  people  of  the.nmon  t 
whldi  goes  to  turn  his  eye  from  the  few  to  the 
many— from  the  weak  to  the  strong!  The 
people  of  South  Oaroliua  have  a  podtive  politi- 
cal power  in  the  deotion  of  Preddent,  whidi 
creates  his  respondbllity  to  them — of  power 
based  on  fixed  principles — of  power  as  certain 
as  arithmetical  rdationa  oan  make  it — of  pow- 
er as  distinct  and  as  distdngniahable  aa  the  Sa- 
vannah Biver,  which  divides  them  from  GeoTf 
gia;  and  I  hope  in  God  that  I  may  never  live  to 
see  the  day  when  they  oonsentto  give  it  npb 

This  power  ahonld  be  exociaed  to- the  Statea 
The  oonsdtutian  has  said  so.  "  Eadi  State 
shall  appoint  cdeotora  in  such  manner  aa  the 
L^^datore  may  direct"  How  oan  a  State 
point  f  On^  in  two  ways— it  has  bat  two  or- 
gana  (tf  will  and  action,  uie  Legislature  and  the 
people.  A  State  is  a  Iwdy  poUtio,  (see  Vatte^} 
which  can  act  <mly  by  its  Govemm«it  or  dti- 
zeuB.  It  is  like  an  aggregate  cmporatiim — • 
bank,  which  must  act  by  its  stockholders,  or  its 
Board  of  Preddent  and  Directors.  The  right 
to  such  a  Preddent  is  a  great  sovereign  ri^bb 
which  should  be  exerted  according  to  tiie  win 
of  the  nu^rity,  in  whom  the  exerdse  of  the 
sovereignty  is.  Hence  the  absurdity  of  the 
Distriot  ^Bton,  which  dividee  and  BupparHom 
it,  and  makes  fhe  qpring  of  ito  ex«dse  pereuud 
faelinc.  The  minority  itf  the  peofto  gOTeraa 
the  whole  State,  makes  laws  It,  directs  its 
internal  and  external  policy,  and,  of  oonxsa^ 
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ovfbt  to  M7  Tho  fthall  be  that  magirtrato  whom 
povo-  most  affects  thew  intereititig  relationi. 

Aeewr^Dff  to  the  theory  <tf  our  ocmedtatkai, 
M  ea^Uned  by  the  FedwaliBt,  the  States^  and 
tt»  people  of  the  Btatea,  are  represented  in  the 
ExeontiTe  Government  hj  this  organization  of 
the  eleetcMral  system ;  as  the  States  and  the  peo* 
of  the  Statn  an  remsei^  in  the  Leguda- 
tara  by  the  Seute  and  Hoose  of  Bepresent*' 
tirea.  I  agree  entirely  witii  the  gentlenian 
from  Haasaohnaetts,  (Ur.  ErmBiT,)  that  ve 
fcare  no  right  to  amend,  by  destroying  a  great 
■adkal  power  of  the  States,  The  position  star- 
tied  ne  at  first,  as  it  startled  all  of  ns;  but  I 
SM  by  the  prints  that  it  is  gaining  nonnd.  It 
la  a  wiae  and  mofonnd  principle.  It  is  worth 
afl  the  rolendid  and  most  enviable  repatotion  of 
the  genuonan.  And  who  would  dedre  to  take 
from  the  people  of  the  States  this  sovereign 
ri^it ;  who  would  desire  to  see  the  power  of 
Qovenmienta  diminished^  so  necessary  to  the 
exiateikoe  of  this  Grovemmeot,  and  to  the  pro- 
toetian  cfoor  liberties t  Borooaettie  worst — 
the  most  hnmiliating  of  all  AsaiAers,  whioh 
Biii^t  have  ta^  e&ot  daring  the  late  war ; 

an  enemy^s  fleet  shonld  sail  up  the  river 
Potomac,  and  snrprise  and  take  all  the  fnnc- 
tiomries  of  this  Government,  Exeootive,  Leg- 
islative, and  JudidaL   Sopjpose  they  shotdd  sta- 
tion a  military  force  here  m  onr  Oapitol,  and 
f«ar  a  foreign  standard  on  its  dome.  .  This 
would  effect  no  revolution.    The  States  pos- 
sess a  redeeming  energy,  by  which  the  National 
Government  would  be  revived,  in  all  its  vigor 
and  inl^ri^.   Each  Governor  would  assemble 
Us  Legidatores  and  provide  for  the  nation^  ca- 
lin^.   Things  woold  go  on  as  usual.  Forces 
voold  be  raised,  taxes  imposed,  jnstioe  admin- 
isterod,  i»operty  and  Mberty  protected,  and,  by 
an  mderatanding  anumg  tM  Statea,  an  deonon 
ibr  the  fomotioBariee  of  this  GovwiUBent  would 
ke  had.   Ho  anarbhy,  no  change  in  the  distri- 
tatiMi  d  sovereign  power.   In  like  manner, 
conqoeet  would  be  impoaaible.   The  desolation 
mi  capture  of  one  State  would  only  present  to 
the  viotorioos  foe  a  phalanx     sororeifpis  sup- 
porting eadi  other,  and  ready  and  eager  tor  re- 
ristaaoe.   Bat  tiie  existence  and  power  of  these 
Qovnwnents  are  equally  neoessary  to  the  pro- 
tsotioB  of  our  Hba-ties.   ^at  restrains  this 
Legislatnre  within  its  orbit?   What  prevents 
the  enaction  and  enforoeraent  of  laws  viol^ing 
onr&bertissl  The  Federal  Court  I  The  Supreme 
OoQitl  Hut  ereatme of  the  Exaoattve-^that 
isBsadant  on  the  Le^^slatore— that  co-ordinate 
<f  both,  baring  all  thcdr  sympathies,  th^  hopes, 
ftdr  anxieties  I  They  restrain  the  enoroach- 
mta  of  the  other  branches.  Those  seven  or 
«l^t  fteble  old  mMi  restrain  this  Government, 
Munanding  the  resources  of  thU  immense 
Ooafcderacy,  and  abl&  at  any  momen^  to  de- 
prive them  oi  power  by  Impeachment,  or,  by 
ooaUmg  their  duty,  to  foroe  them  out  of  ofBoe  1 
Bo,  sir ;  it  is  State  power  which  restrains  n»— 
it  if  Vi^iinia,  pMU^Tlvania,  Hassadinsetist  Ac, 
lAkh  nstanni  na.  It  is  tUa  power  whioh  io> 
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pesled  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  which  an- 
nihilated the  system  of  benkruptcy ;  the  former 
invading  the  liberty  of  the  fi:eeman,  the  latter 
poisoning  his  moraUty.  l  am  prepved  to  say 
more,  sir,  but  I  am  exhausted,  and  irill  troubM 
you  no  more. 

Kr.  UiroBSLL,  of  Teaneasee,  s^d,  that  he 
oonddered  the  question  as  one  of  the  greatest 
oonseqnenoe  to  ute  peofde  ctf  tite  Uidtea  States. 
Persons  of  all  parties  aiid  political  persuasions 
were  looking  up  with  great  anxiety  to  tiie  de- 
drion  of  this  House^  and,  thmuh  much  time  had 
been  spent  in  the  disonsmon  of  this  measure,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  what  was  expected  by 
the  pe<^le.  Those  who  entertained  a  favorab^ 
hope  that  an  amendment  oi  some  kmd  would 
be  proposed  to  them,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
opposed  to  any  alteration  whatever,  have,  and 
do  expect  this  subject  to  undergo  the  most 
thorough  investigation  and  unwearied  atten> 
tion.  Mr.  U.  aaio  he  did  not  deem  it  so  much 
a  matto-  of  importance  how  gentlemen  differed 
on  tibe  gnat  question  now  nnler  cUscosrion,  as 
that  the  true  gronnda  on  whioh  they  diSto 
shonld  be  made  anown  and  oandidly  examined. 
It  is  peonUarly  Incumbent  on  ns  to  bring  to  this 
examination  those  expanded  and  liberal  views 
that  mark  the  mind  of  the  true  statesman. 

I  do  not  rise,  or,  sud  Hr.  M.,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  idle  presumption,  that  I  shall 
transcrad  those  who  have  preceded  m&  or  with 
a  desire  to  show  with  what  facility  I  can  tri- 
umph over  an  adversary.  If  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  olear^  that  the  amunent  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  Kew  York,  who  first  addressed  the 
committee,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  is  not  invulnerable,  I 
think  I  shall  have  done  a  great  deal.  That  tr- 
gumont,  rir,  may  be  riewed  as  the  bads  npon 
which  all  the  snbseqnent  ai^nmMits  oi  those 
who  are  q^Msed  to  the  resolntims  of  the  gm- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  were  founded. 
And.  in  answMing  that  ailment,  an  answer 
would  be  given  to  all  the  material  feiMnres  of 
the  other  arguments  on  the  same  ride.  But, 
sf^d  Mr.  M.,  before  I  enter  upon  an  examinaticn 
ot  the  argument  of  tiie  gentieman  from  New 
York,  I  must  be  permitted  to  bestow  a  short 
notice  npon  the  srgnment  of  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mitchkll,)  who  has 
Just  takoi  his  seat  He  would  not  attempt  to 
follow  that  gentieman  in  bis  meandering  course; 
that  would,  indeed,  be  a  wild-goose  chase;  nor 
wmld  he^  in  the  oonrse  of  his  ronarka,  attempt 
to  fidlow  the  gentieman  from  Ibusaohnsetts^ 
(&fr.  EvKBBTT.)  Mr.  M.  said,  while  the  gentie- 
man was  speaking  I  was  amused,  I  was  delight- 
ed ;  Us  speedi  had  the  same  efibet  upon  mcL 
that  a  weU-struDg  musical  instrument  would 
have  in  the  hands  of  a  masterly  performer. 
Uy  feeHngs  joined  in  the  unison  of  sound ;  but 
when  tile  fingers  were  removed  from  the  vi- 
bratory string,  the  music  died  upon  my  ear;  no 
hnprossicm  was  left  npon  n^  undisturbed  mind ; 
no  idea  advanced  made  its  impress;  it  was 
"l&e  the  rnado  otCtarnA  along  the  hills  of  SU- 
■KHm;  it  waa  ^eaaantj  hot  moanfid  to  tha 
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eoaV  While  it  oontinned,  it  reaohed  the  ear 
with  melody,  bat  when  the  Bomid  was  gone,  the 
sobstanoe  was  lost 

The  gentleman,  in  effeot,  emphafioally  tells 
US  that  we  most  not  atteinpt  to  iimiroTe  by 
experience  in  the  march  en  time.  H  tiua  be 
true,  all  yonr  institotiona  for  education;  all 
your  oommon  sohools,  where  the  first  rudiments 
at  an  educi^on  are  fpym ;  all  yonr  academies, 
where  the  foundation  of  science  is  laxA ;  your 
numerons  cc^eges  and  oniTersitiee,  where  the 
mind  is  enriched  with  aoienoe  and  literature, 
and  tang^t  to  expand  itself  by  the  dictates  of 
wisdom — these  are  all  of  no  use  or  Talne,  and 
hi  vain  we  attempt  to  climb  to  the  cupola  of 
Boience  and  virtue,  if  the  hnman  nund  is  not  to 
be  improved  by  the  march  of  time.  We  are 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Haasachoaetts  that 
our  anoeetoES  possessed  intelligence  in  a  greater 
extent,  and  mneh  more  eminent  degree,  than 
onnelves.  If  so,  away  with  all  yonr  semi- 
naries ;  they  have  proved  unprofitable.  Ap- 
propriate no  more  school  fhnds,  locate  no  more 
school  lauds ;  they  will  bring  yon  no  retnm. 
Oease  all  your  attempte  to  light  np  the  lamp  of 
knowledge ;  its  dim  light  will  bat  obsoore  and 
B^ead.  The  argument  was  still  more  extra- 
ordinuT',  as  coming  from  one  who  had  studied 
antitmity  in  books,  and  snbaequentiy  had  en- 
Joyed  the  advantage  of  testing  the  aocnraoy  of 
the  knowledge  he  had  thus  aoqnired,  by  ocular 
demonstration. 

Mr.  IL  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  notice  an 
ob«emti(ni  made  b7  another  gentleman  from 
New  York  QLr.  Wood,)  who  had  last  spoken. 
That  if  he  had  ri^tiy  understood  his  lai^o^e, 
he  had  said  that  there  was  a  theoretical  error 
in  our  Qovemznent,  and  experience  may  prove 
it  to  be  80  in  practice.  That  the  Senate  had  too 
maoh  control  over  the  Executive,  which  might 
oocanon  oolliuon  between  them ;  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive possesses  only  the  power  of  nominating 
fore^  Mnisters,  and  the  Senate  the  power  to 
n^ect;  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to  possess 
any  greater  power  over  ambassadors,  than  to 
reoaU  them,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  concur- 
ring; this  would  be  in  accordance  with  Vattel, 
wiui  which  the  gentleman  did  not  oonourin 
its  wlude  extent 

If  the  gentleman  held  tiiat  dootrine,  it  ts  not 
only  federal,  but  ultra  federal,  and  such  aa  had 
not  been  heard  in  this  oonntjy  unoe  the  dark 
d^  of  '98.  Sir,  let  this  dootrine  be  tolerated, 
and  it  will  not  be  neoessatT  that  the  oonstita- 
tion  should  give  the  Freudent  the  power ;  it 
will  only  be  necessary  that  be  should  will  it ; 
a  mere  rio  volo  will  only  be  necessary  f<Hr  the 
exercise  of  it. 

[Here  Ifr.  Wood  rose  to  explun ;  and  sud 
that  he  did  not  himself  bold  that  dootrine :  that 
he  was  only  raving  it  as  the  sentiments  of  Vat- 
tel} 

Ur.  Ohairman,  said  ICr.  IL,  the  Executive 
has  already  as  much  power  givMi  to  him  as 
any  friend  of  his  oomitiy  woiud  wish  him  to 
poweas.  Hai  he  not  the  power  rfnominatiBg 
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every  officer  of  the  Government  t  and  is  not 
this,  in  effect,  the  power  of  appointing  9  All 
that  the  Senate  can  do  is  to  reject  the  nomina- 
tion ;  but  the  whde  act  ia  tuat  of  tiie  Preai- 
dent;  and,  unless  the  Senate  has  strMgreftscnis 
which  forbid  thdr  oonaent,  the  appointment  ia 
made,  and  it  is  made  by  the  President  alone.  • 

Sir,  I  will  agree  that  the  framers  of  the  con- 
st! tation  were  wise :  but  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Abohkb,) 
that  they  were  poesesfied  of  inspiration.  They 
were  men,  sir,  who  could  listen  with  patience 
to  the  thoughtsof  each  other.  They  could  give 
and  take,  to  arrive  at  an  agreement   If  th^ 
could  not  get  all  that  they  wished  adopted, 
they  were  willing  to  take  a  part,  and  to  agree 
to  a  compromise  of  powers;  and  they  were 
what  we  ought  to  be,  too  mild  and  too  intelli- 
gent each  pertinaciously  to  adhere  to  Ids  own 
<H)uuon;  and  they  ooold  yield  the  minor  for 
the  m^or  proposition;  they  were  great,  be- 
canse  they  were  good ;  they  were  calm,  dispa»- 
sionate,  refiecting^— not  pursmng  the  course  of 
your  county  court  lawyers,  only  anxious  to 
Aiow  with  what  facility  they  oonld  put  down 
an  adversary  in  argument.   They  spoke  from 
the  heiurt  and  their  language  reached  the  heart: 
their  speeches  were  not  mechanically  prepared 
in  the  closet  and  brought  out  and  vended  in 
market   But  great  and  good  as  these  men 
were,  they  were  but  mere  men ;  they  partook 
of  the  common  frailty  of  our  race,  and 
were  highly  sensible  of  it;  they  did  not  set 
themselvBa     as  models  of  infbUilde  wisdom; 
they  wmotmaoiouaof  the  lmp|edrfiMtion<tf  their 
own  prodootiOD,  and  reocvded  that  oonsoions- 
neas  in  the  fiftb  section  of  that  instzumen^  by 
ingrafting  a  danse  for  its  own  ani«idment; 
they  knew,  that  ^  time  rolled  on,  the  oircum- 
stanoes  and  the  capacity  of  the  country  would 
be  changed — and  they  have  changed.  Th^ 
never  dreamed  of  compiling  a  comrtitution  to 
suit  all  times  and  all  oircomstanoes;  and  the 
falUbility  <^  that  great  assonbly  is  cleariy 
evinced  by  the  numerous  amendments  whiw 
have  already  been  introduced  and  adopted  as 
part  of  that  oonatitution.   Twelve  or  thirteea 
amendmoitB  w^  made  almost  as  soon  as  tiiat 
instrument  was  completed,  and  which  are  not 
less  to  be  admired  than  any  other  danse  of  that 
encflaot  instrument  Yet  the  0Mitl«nan  aaka 
how  ve  can  lay  onr  sacrilepotunands  upon  aa 
instrument  so  perfect  9  The  oon^tution  itself 
fumiflhes  him  an  answer;  and  the  very  words 
of  tJie  amendatory  danse  give  a  positive  refuta- 
tion to  all  that  part  of  his  speech.   The  ^ntle- 
man  tells  us,  that  none  must  attempt  this  tadc 
but  those  who  are  already  sages.    And,  sir, 
how  are  we  to  become  sages?   Is  it  on  tJliia 
floor?  Ko^  sir;  it  is  by  studying  in  our  doseta, 
and  in  onr  ofiices  at  home ;  it  is  by  turning  over 
the  volumes  of  antiquity,  and  by  sailing  back 
the  stream  of  time  to  the  days  of  Solm  and 
Lyoorgns :  by  living  oontemporaneoudy  with 
iu  WOTthiea  of  antiquity ;  imitating  tbdr  mot' 
BiM,  and  adt^ttDf  tbur  ^lUoaophy;  improvSat 
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thor  TUtnes  tnd  profiting  from  their  er- 
nes. 

When,  At.  yon  are  in  pnrsait  of  the  federa- 
tive ininciple,  yon  must  look  to  the  Senate 
briDch  of  fche  National  Le^aUtore.  Sir,  it  ia 
tiHra  that  the  States,  aa  separate  and  independ- 
«Bt  agirCTeiyittee,  act  upon  the  fbderatiye  prinr 
i^e.  I  mU  not,  rir,  take  your  State  to  illtis- 
tnte  my  Tieiwa  iqMm  thia  anbjeot;  I  will  not 
"ktAaej  poor  little  Ddaware  to  death,  as  most 
kave  dwi«  who  have  preceded  me ;  I  will  take 
Bbode  Iilamd,  ecnapteuou»  for  %t»  taUrUt^  for 
■7  example,  to  show  the  cnMration  of  this  fed- 
erative principle.  It  ia,  sir,  m  the  Senate  branch 
fd  the  Nati<mal  LegisUtare,  where  that  State 
atanda  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  great 
Statea  of  Kew  York,  Pennyslvania,  and  Yirginia. 
It  is  ^ere  that  the  Statea  are  represented  in 
6et,  and  in  deed — the  Senator^  of  each  State 
being  the  Bepreaentativee  of  the  State,  in  its 
■■l),iT|«ln  and  Sovereign  capad^ — being  eleot- 
coTaiw.  ■  Inon^  into  political  exiatenoe,  by  the 
OBly  and  proper  organ  of  the  State,  OieLe^alaF 
tore  th^M^  Hub  assembly  of  the  States  of 
eqnal  repreaentation,  was  wisely  formed  to  pre- 
vent the  encroachment  of  the  large  States  upon 
the  interests  of  the  small  States,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  equal  rights  of  ixrth.  Bat  it 
iB  obvions  that  the  popolar  feature  waa  intended 
to  be  preserved  in  the  organization  of  this 
Honae.  The  number  of  Bepresentatives  from 
eadi  State  depended  opon  the  ratio  of  popola- 
tion :  one  only  being  allowed  to  eTery  80,000 
faihabitante:  so  here  the  popular  principle  is 
lodged,  as  the  federal  is  in  the  Senate. 

11m  gentleman  from  New  York  says,  the  lit- 
tte  States  will  never  agree  to  any  such  amend- 
■ent ;  that  it  would  be  taking  from  them  thfflbr 
aorereign  equality,  without  giving  an  equiva- 
leot;  and,  in  the  next  breath,  he  says,  that  the 
^strict  system  would  fritter  sway  the  large 
States,  uid  take  from  them  the  power  of  pre- 
serving tbdr  wei^t  and  importanoe  in  the 
Union,  and  thereby  deprive  them  from  present- 
ing an  undivided  phalanx,  in  a  PreddeDtial 
•Hction.   The  resolations,  sir,  on  your  table 
ire,  in  general  terms,  pointing  out  the  broad 
iBatnres  of  an  amendment,  containing  only  the 
pwoiple,  without  being  entangled  in  the  mi- 
BBtiB.   Bat  the  arguments  are  used  as  if  they 
Tcn  to  asmme  no  oUier  sh^t^  whidi  is  quite 
dee^itire.   How,  I  would  ask,  can  the  small 
States  lose  any  thing  by  the  proposed  amend- 
■cnta!  Whatdo  the  small  States  now  possess 
tiut  dwy  would  lose  by  the  proposed  change  f 
Hothing,  air,  but  what  was  thought  by  the  con- 
raition  that  framed  this  constitution,  a  mere 
poesilnlity — that  is,  of  beine  placed  upon  a  foot- 
ing o€  equality  with  the  laige  States,  in  the 
deotion  m  the  last  resort  in  iSw  House :  for,  in 
tiw  first  instance,  they  can  only  be  felt  aocord- 
Htg  to  the  grarity  of  their  popuwicoi,  and  there- 
tott  possess  no  more  power  at  present  than  is 
prcoosed  by  the  amen&nent. 

Sua  it  ia  said  that  the  district  ^ston  will 
kad  to  *  eoiigoii<1ation  of  the  States.  Adeolft- 
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ration  of  this  kind,  to  me,  is  puerile  and  idle  in 
tiie  extreme.  Will  not  we  State  Legislatures 
exist,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  and  aa  they 
now  do  t  Will  they  not  poesees  the  same  leg* 
islative  powers  in  the  enactment  of  laws  t  WUl 
not  each  State  have  ite  own  Executive  and  ite 
own  Judiciary  I  Will  they  not  possess  the 
Bsme  idenavy  powers  in  their  municipal  r^pila- 
tionsf  Is  any  light  they  ought  to  possess  taken 
fhtm  the  Statea?  Do  MLvj  lose,  as  gentlemen 
suppose,  all  poww,  when  tlieir  Le^sutures  are 
permitted  no  linger  to  diraet  themaekM  to 
appoint  tUetonf  I  answer,  no.  It  would 
seem  that  gentlemen  imagined  that  all  the  in- 
trinsio  power  of  State  rigbto  were  involved  in 
the  mo-e  act  <^  appointing  electors.  There  is 
nothing,  in  these  ai^omenta,  sir ;  they  are 
mere  vanity  and  vex^on  of  spirit :  the  more 
they  are  probed,  the  more  will  their  fallacy  be 
exposed.  The  States  will  be  what  tbey  now 
are— their  fiindamental  law  the  same ;  they 
wUl  possess  tbe  same  soverd^ty,  and  the  peo- 
ple more  freedom :  their  Le^atores  will  stiU 
be  their  proper  sovereign  organs,  possessina  all 
their  jtogitimate  fonotiona.  Bu^  I  will  admit, 
sir,  that  tiiey  will  no  longer  possess  the  poww 
to  vrield  a  mass  of  party  maohineiT,  to  pros- 
trate Ha  wishes  oi  the  people,  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  or  defeating  a  particular  ¥tm.- 
dential  candidate. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Obairman,  torn  my  attention 
to  another  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs.)  That  gentleman  said 
that  if  the  mover  of  the  amendment  was  sincere 
in  his  wishes  for  an  equal  district  system,  he 
must  (pre  up  Ids  argument  w  so  <ne  step 
fSvUier,  and  put  the  free  Toters  in  all  tiie  States 
on  a  footing  <tf  equality,  and  abolidi  Vb»  ]ffO> 
virion  in  the  oonstitutitm,  which  pate  the  tluree- 
fifths  of  the  black  population  into  the  Southern 
scale.  Sir,  is  it  not  strange,  passing  strange, 
indeed,  that  no  topic  of  detwte  can  arise  in  t£is 
House,  let  it  come  from  where  it  may,  or  relate 
to  what  it  will,  but  our  negroes  must  be  hauled 
into  the  question,  and  made  a  black  hook  for 
gentlemen  to  ban^  np<m  t  Why,  sir,  I  would 
ask,  is  this  argument  used — ^is  it  by  way  of  re- 
flection t  We  of  the  Southern  States  are  not 
to  blame  in  this  matter:  the  evil  was  in  the 
countzy  before  we  were  bom ;  it  was  co-exten- 
rive  with  the  Odonial  system  that  peeked  this 
country ;  the  evil  was  cntidled  upcm  us  1^  our 
£ither»— ihe  cruel  and  relentless  acta  of  the 
mother  country.  We  are  not,  we  oannot  bci 
respondble  for  ite  existence.  But  I  will  tell 
you,  sir,  who  is  responsible  for  ite  contdnuanee 
from  the  date  of  uie  convention,  to  the  year 
160&  The  framers  of  this  transcendent,  this 
immaculate  constitution,  which  gentlemen  have 
found  so  faultiess  in  all  its  parts,  are  the  per- 
sons who  are  to  be  blamed ;  yes,  sir,  greatly 
blamed,  because  they  might  have  brooght  the 
importation  of  these  unluq>py  beings  to  an  end 
at  the  time  the  constitution  was  adopted ;  but 
instead  tiiereof^  they  inserted  a  proviuon  which 
anthorized  ita  oontinuaaee  to  tba  year  1808. 
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A  gentieman  from  Rhode  Jskad  (Hr. 
Pkahoh)  has  gone  into  a  caloolation,  to  show 
that  those  poor  slaves  have  twenty-five  Bepre- 
sentatives  upon  this  floor.  I  will  not  say  that 
I  am  opposed  to  all  arithmetical  polltifuans; 
bat  I  will  sar,  that  I  vibrate  to  the  fkct  that 
tiiey  are  repreeeuted  here,  and  I  r^oioe  that 
they  are;  thdnmhapprritiultotenaUeathem 
to  oar  penKHud  B^inpataieB  and  onr  le^slative 
proteooon;  and  that  gentleman  does  not  feel 
thb  sen^ent  toward  them  as  his  Cellow-beingB 
of  the  same  great  family,  be  has  denied  the 
fitith  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel, 

I  have  already  attempted  to  show  that  a  oaa- 
ons  is  the  creatare  of  a  £MtioD,  and  that  it  can- 
not exist  among  the  peq>le  generally.  Sir,  I 
live  in  a  State  where  the  diamot  system  jnv- 
vails.  I  know  nothing  of  those  looal  oanooaes 
^  which  the  gentleman  has  qkoken.  I  know 
notiiiDg  of  tboee  dark  and  mysterious  midnight 
fiQiiclaTea  (hat  dread  the  Unit  of  Heaven..  I 
have  nevw  been  in  me  of  them  In  my  life,  nor 
do  I  thi^  they  are  needed,  noroan  th«y  nator- 
alK-fidlov  the  adf^tioa  of  a  dlstriat  sj^em. 

The  gendeman  mm  Soath  Oarolina  (Mr.  Mir- 
ohkll)  say%  that  a  oanons  at  this  place  is  in- 
dispensatkly  neoessaiy  for  ooUecting  and  uniting 
tiie  poblio  will ;  and  be  makes  this  Honae  a  vast 
huninary,  and  we,  aa  its  dlvei^iiig  raya,  are  to 
dispense  its  snblime  light  to  the  periphwy  of 
tiiis  extended  Government.  I  have  said  al- 
ready, sir,  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
oannot  be  corrupted.  They  therefore  need  not 
gather  themselves  together  into  aeoret  meetangs, 
to  fonn  secret  plans  and  aeoret  designs.  They 
bav*  DO  derigna  bat  tboee  of  aalf^reiwvatiaa, 
and  the  genoral  good  of  alL  They  posseea  the 
pn^ter  inteUigsnoe,  and  are  endowed  with  a 
IMVper  temper,  to  choose  a  Freddent  for  them- 
aelvee.  A  President  thns  elected  will  be  armed 
with  the  gnat  sword  of  their  will. 

I  am  of  lawfol  age,  and  for  my  life  Inevcv 
have  been  enabled  to  see  the  mighty  difilwenoe 
between  a  oanons  at  this  place,  and  elsewhere. 
I  am  myself  opposed  to  a  oanons  here,  to  one  at 
Albaiur*  or  anywhere  else.  Bnt  certain  I  am, 
that  ute  oancns  here  oannot  be  darker,  more 
deadly,  or  demon-like^  than  some  of  those  which 
most  neoesaarily  attend  iq>on  a  general  ticket 
system.  Think  for  a  moment,  sli;  of  a  canons 
of  some  twtti^  or  Airty  in  toe  State  of  New 
York,  dictating  to  her  two  mfllions  of  popola- 
tim,  (I  bdieve  I  exaggOTatei,  it  is  not  quite  so 
many— abont  1,600,000,)  and,  sir,  if  a  oancos 
fidl  grown  ia  ao  odions  and  so  detestable,  a  caa- 
ena  in  Inflmoy  can  be  no  better.  A  little  rogue 
is  as  bad  aa  a  grcat  rogae,  whether  he  steals  a 
penknife,  or  a  Presidential  chair :  arffo,  let  ns 
have  oanonaes  nowhere.  Pat  them  down,  sir ; 
let  OS  have  an  end  of  these  midnight  oatMtls,  this 
plotting  and  oontriving,  this  pMent  mac^ery 
to  bring  a  man  into  power,  and  to  destroy  the 
people's  wiU.  I  know,  Ur.  Qiainnaa,  that  the 
oaacns  heffa  was  established  in  the  first  instanoe 
by  some  of  the  most  aUe^  and  moat  honoraUe 
Bepnblioans  of  the  oonntry,  and  for  the  moat 
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wise  and  virtoona  porposo,  and  those  oanoaaea 
were  attended  by  some  of  as  intelligent  and  pa^ 
triotio  men  as  ever  adorned  this  Halt  Bat 
stiD,  air,  that  does  not  prove  the  oanoo*  mtern 
to  be  right  Nor  is  it  here,  sir,  where  all  the 
wise  toA  virtaooB  assemble.  Bat  the  genUamaii 
from  Sonth  Oarolina  (Mr,  Mrronxxx)  Jnstifiee 
it  npon  a  itrai^  ground,  indeed ;  as  the  osily 
proper  meana  of  eommnnkiafing  to  the  people 
the  charaeter  and  qaaliflcationa  d  the  peracm 
for  whom  they  ahonld  vote;  and  this  dedan- 
tion  ia  preheated  on  the  idea  that  no  man  ia  fit 
to  be  the  Ohief  Magistrate  ttf  this  Qoverameait 
nntil  he  shall  have  served  an  ^prentaoeahip 
more  laborioos  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  within  these  spadoos  walls,  and  to 
have  passed  through  the  regolar  grades  of  the 
departments,  until  he  shall  have  dunbed  to  the 
onpola  of  power.  I  have  already  attempted  to 
show  that  this  is  neither  the  centre  nor  the 
sooroB  (tf  intdligenoe ;  and  tiiat  there  are  men 
more  intelligent,  and  &r  more  virtBooa,  ipithla 
the  nnamtdtioaa  and  private  walks  <tf  domeelio 
tranquillity — thoosands  of  whom  are  modi  bet- 
tw  acquainted  with  tiie  biografdtie  hiatMT  of 
the  graa  men  oi  the  Government  tbui  the  beat 
informed  amtrng  as ;  therefore  we  poaaeia  not 
the  power  <rf  cwnmnnieating  to  them  those  nj» 
of  light 

Kr,  you  may  talk  to  me  as  loiw  ss  yon  will 
abont  the  Inoormptibility  of  this  House,  and  I 
shall  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  no 
olr^ecUon  to  the  Preddent's  having  theappoint- 
ing  power — I  think  he  ouf^t  to  possess  it  I 
would  not  onrtail  his  patronage  at  all :  I  wish 
to  j^ve  it  another  and  a  proper  direction.  Let 
it  be  as  extenrive  as  you  pUase^  only  keep  itt 
allnremcnts  wltboot  tbeee  walk,  and  from  oar 
sister  tiie  Senate.  WiU  giving  to  the  Fftal- 
dent's  patrona^  tiiis  directioa,  ]daoe  bIm  in  thn 
sitoatioa  described  by  the  gentleman  firom  New 
York,  that  the  "  very  pettiest  German  Prinoe 
might  look  down  upon  him  witii  contempt  t " 
No,  sir,  he  would  possess  all  the  power  he  ong^ 
to  possess.  Then,  dr,  our  seats  will  be  worth 
the  having :  then,  ur,  the  people  will  believe 
that  some  spark  of  patriotism  ocoaaiona  as  to 
ooonpy  them.  But,  rir,  when  our  only  ob4eot 
in  coming  here,  ia  in  parsuit  of  some  dasdlog 
office,  onr  seats,  if  not  quite  worthless,  lose  at 
least  half  their  value.  Sir,  we  ofennot  ooonpy 
a  more  pre-eminent -station  than  a  seat  in  uia 
Honae  of  the  pec^le.  I  otmdder  myself  aa  mnr 
ooonpytng  the  most  important  office  within  the 
f6ft  of  the  people.  The  gendemen  whose  names 
I  have  80  oftoi  enumerated,  seem  to  think  it 
against  morality  and  religion,  and  that  it  wooH 
have  a  tendency  to  reduce  ns  to  a  savage  atatO} 
to  Boppoee  for  a  moment  that  we  oould  be  par- 
chased  or  bribed,  by  any  means  whatovw. 
And  the  geotieman  from  New  York,  with  great 
triomph,  asks:  Was  Bayard*  bought t  Ww 
Poinsett  height !  I  answer,  no,  sir  I  Bat  the 
people  Bud,  tliat,  when  they  took  theiri^jpoint* 
menta,  they  had  deserted  th«r  plaoe  and  their 
dn^.   The  «antleman  askad,  with  gnat  em^ 
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BhMia,  was  Bsyard  bought?  Wu  Poinsett 
Eon^t  I  He  paused,  with  a  kind  of  self-com- 
|tot»o<y.  "Whr  did  be  not  add  another  name  % 
Why  did  he  not  go  throngh  t^e  catalogue  of  ez- 
■ttod  appointments  \  Why  did  he  not  ask,  with 
•qaal  tiinmph,  was  Olay  bought  t  Bid  he  mean 
to  leave  on  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
Hoose,  by  bis  deadly  uloioe,  the  idea  that  Olay 
was  boogfatt  One  would  be  naturally  led  to 
diink  aoi,  by  his  stopping  shnt  where  he  did. 
Sir,  be  who  is  brave  till  tbe  enemy  appears— 
miil  be  ia  brought  in  view  of  point-Uank  dan- 

E\  and  IImi  cowers  and  ffies,  has  a  bravery 
t  ia  not  wcvth  a  bawbee. 
"Sb.  CAainnan,  I  now,  in  oonoliirion,  Ba;^t  l^s^ 
tbe  pe<^e  oaght  to  vote  for  Preadent  inthont 
ttie  itrtcopoeition  of  rieotors ;  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Unioa  should  bo  laid  off  into  districts; 
that  the  distriota  of  a  State  should  contain  an 
eq[nal  ratio  of  popnlatioD,  as  near  as  may  be : 
and  that  the  minority  of  each  district  shonld 
•ovBt  as  one  vote ;  and,  in  the  event  that  no'one 
riumld  get  a  majority  of  the  whole  nmuber  of 
the  TO  tee  given  in  these  electoral  oolleges,  send 
Wck  the  two  highest  on  the  list  of  oandidatM  trf 
tfae  people,  and  let  them  vote  direoUy  for  tiie 
Bu  of  tbo^  obdo&  Bnt  I  will  ouidld^  a^r, 
tttit,  ao  that  the  election  la  taken  from  this 
Hewe^  I  diall  not  have  any  vary  great  feelhig 
as  to  tiie  prefcrenoe  to  be  given  to  the  district 
over  tibe  gmmal  ticket  system :  or  in  what  way 
yoa  ahall  determine  the  election  in  the  last  re- 
sort, BO  that  it  is  takeif  from  tins  House  and 
nven  to  the  people.   I  call  upon  jon  to  relieve 
wis  Honse  from  all  temptation,  to  place  each 
and  every  member  in  a  situation  that  the^  can 
look  with  an  impartial  eye  at  all  admimstra- 
tioiuL  and  all  their  Executive  acts.    Take  the 
election  from  this  House,  and  all  this  will  be 
flAoted.    Sir,  ^ve  me  a  ridduice  of  this  evil, 
and  I  will  give  you  all  your  powers. 
The  committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of 
*  Ifr.  Babboub,  of  Ya.,  and  the  Honse  a^joomed. 


Thdbbdat,  March  j^. 

Ut.  Juan  Jomnov,  of  Eentao^fOOiBmdtiie 
fBiknriiig: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  ODMlitary  Affairs 
be  inatmcted  to  report  a  bill,  aathoiiziug  the  Secra- 
tuj  of  War  to  appoint  three  CommisaioDers  to  sur- 
vey aod  examine  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  upon  Uck- 
fag  Biver,  in  the  county  of  Pendleton,  In  tbe  State 
•C  Kentucky ;  and  ii^  upon  sach  snrrey  and  exam- 
faitiOB,  tbe  same  shall  be  foond  soitable,  to  aathor- 
Its  the  Fnddent  of  the  United  SUtes  to  cause  to 
be  erected,  at  the  Hone  Shoe  Bend  aforesaid,  a 
Nttional  annoiy,  dmilar  to  those  aliesdy  erectlBd 
at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry. 

In  eopport  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Johssoit 
vntintoaconrBe  of  argument,  which  continued 
ntii  tbe  hour  aUotted  to  the  consideration  of 
nports  and  reatdntiona  bad  oqtired ;  yrhm 

JbB  Speaker  iDterpoaed,  and  reqaeated  tin 


gentkman  to  dfto  tbe  remainder  of  his  remarkft 
tiJitMnomnr.  ■ 

Ammdmmt  of  ths  ConatUutitm. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  tbe  amendment  to  the  constitution,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  MoDurna ;  wheo^  Mr.  Babboid^ 
who  had  tbe  floor,  being  absent, 
Mr.  WxBHB  adoreasedthe  ocmimittee. 
Much  time  baa  been  ^>ent,  ur,  and  a  greak 
many  words  used  by  diflweat  gentlemen  who 
bave  gone  before  me,  to  show  the  true  meaning 
of  tbe  word  Sta^  as  used  in  tbe  constitntion, 
in  relation  to  this  suttjeot ;  I  intoid  not  to  fol- 
low over  the  same  track,  but  will  satisfy  myself 
with  observing,  that  I  care  not  whether  it 
means  the  geographical  limits  or  boundary  Unea 
of  each  sovereignty,  or  whether  it  means  the 
Legialataree  o£  each-4t  reverts  back  to  the  same 
tiling.   If  gentiemen  please  to  have  it  so,  let 
us  say  it  means  tbe  fint,  the  boundaries  of  ter- 
ritory; why,  sir,  aU  that  would  have  been 
nothing  bat  wild  waste  land,  but  for  tiioae  who 
inhabit  wHhinthoae  geogra^aeal  Umits :  thare- 
fora^  in  this  aenae,  <t  meana  the  people.  If  yoa 
ideMO  to  say  It  is  the  Legislatures  here  meant, 
be  it  BO.   It  means  the  neoide ;  because,  the 
Le^slatnres  are  the  people  in  their  Bepresent* 
ative  delegated  oharaotw. 

Let  us  look  at  the  result  of  tbe  general  ticket 
system — and,  I  most  be  excused  for  going  a  Ut- 
tie  more  into  detsil  than  might  be  exactiy  ne- 
cessary here,  altboogb  I  bave  known  men,  nr, 
possessing  as  much  good  swjse  as  most  of  n^ 
perturos  more,  that  did  not  understand  the  ef- 
fect-of  this  OTstem.  We  will  take  New  York, 
rir,  if  you  please,  where  there  are  thirty-«x 
districts,  consequently  thirty-eix  eleotOTS  to  be 
elected.  How  ia  thia  to  be  donet  Why,  in 
each  district  tbe  voters  are  to  vote  for  the 
whole  thirty-rix  electors,  thirty-five  of  whom, 
perhaps,  not  a  man  of  them  ever  saw  or  knew. 
How  are  they  to  be  got  to  vote  for  them  ?  By 
only  one  possible  mode— that  is,  a  central  power, 
or  body  of  men,  who,  as  the  gentiemen  have 
agreed,  must  exist  and  be  looked  to  as  tiie  dic- 
tators, to  fix  on  the  thirty-six  candidates. 
Well,  rtr,  we  find  them  elec^  and  they  do 
every  thing  but  what  was  desirable,  and  thw 
return  home ;  and  as  the  people  in  each  dla- 
trict  see  tbe  one  of  tbe  thirty-dx  who  waa 
taken  ftom  that  district,  and  begin  to  oondenui 
him  for  what  was  done,  he  repUes,  Why,  don  t 
blame  me:  it  was  not  my  finlt:  the  other 
thirty-five  that  yon  TOted  for,  and  eleote^ 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  as  I  wished,  and 
what  could  I  do?  Thus,  each  one  excuses 
himself  at  home,  and  continues  to  rest  secure 
on  the  power  of  those  dictators,  whose  will  haa 
been  his  law,  agidnst  his  oath,  and  agamst  hia 
oountry'a  freedom.  „  « 

Sir,  before  I  ait  down,  let  me  call  the  atten^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Adams's  warmest  fiiends,  if  th^ 
would  really  be  found,  by  their  actions,  willing 
torewtarhimaaervioe^and  all  who  may  hare- 
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after  be  placed  ia  a  ritaation  dmilar  to  the  one 
he  was  id — which,  to  believe  him  sinoere,  (and 
who  will  doubt  that  ?)  most  have  been  almost 
intolerable  to  each  a  man.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
mary,  1836,  Oongress  i^pointed  a  committee 
of  three  gentlemen,  to  wait  on  Mr,  Adams,  and 
aoqiuunt  him  that  he  was  elected,  by  Congreae, 
the  Fmrident  of  the  UnUed  States;  and,  on 
the  next  day,  &b  10th  of  Febniarr,  as  the 
Journal  of  that  ses^n  ahowa,  Mr.  Adama  re- 
turned an  answer,  an  extract  of  which  I  will 
read.  "  Gentlonen :  In  receiving  this  testi- 
DKHiial  from  the  RepreacntadTea  of  the  people 
Mid  States  of  this  Union,  X  am  deeply  sensible 
to  the  circomstanoes  nnaer  which  it  has  been 
given.  All  my  predecessors  in  the  high  station 
to  which  the  &vor  of  the  Honse  now  calls  me, 
have  been  honored  with  majorities  electoral 
voices  in  their  primary  oolfeges.  It  has  been 
my  fortune  to  be  by  the  divlMon  of  sentiment 
prevailing  among  oar  oonntrymen  on  this  occa- 
rion,  in  competition,  friendly  and  honorable, 
with  three  of  my  feUow-dtizeDs,  all  Jost^  en- 
joying, in  eminent  degrees,  the  pnblic  uvor, 
aiil  of  whose  worth,  talents,  and  services,  no 
one  entertains  a  hi^er  and  more  respeotfhl 
amse  than  myself.  The  names  of  two  of  them 
were,  in  the  folfilment  of  the  provisions  of  the 
ooii8titDti<»i,  presented  to  the  election  of  the 
HoQse,  in  concorrenoe  with  my  own — ^namea 
closely  associated  with  the  g\ory  of  the  nation, 
and  one  of  them  farther  recommended  by  a 
larger  majority  of  the  primary  electoral  snf- 
frages  than  mine.  In  this  state  of  things,  could 
my  refosal  to  accept  the  tmst  thns  delegated  to 
me  give  an  immediate  opportonity  to  the  people 
to  mrm  and  to  express,  with  a  nearer  approach 
to  unanimitr,  the  ol^oct  vi  Quir  prdwenoe,  I 
dionld  not  hesitate  to  deoUne  the  acceptance  of 
this  eminent  charge^  and  to  aabmit  the  dedslon 
of  this  mcnnentons  question  again  to  their  de- 
tennlnatton.  But  xho  oonstltation  itself  has 
not  so  disposed  of  tba  contingency  whic^  would 
arise  in  event  of  my  refusal.  I  ahall  therefore 
repair  to  the  post  assigned  m&"  &o.  Who, 
after  this,  among  the  President's  friends,  can 
oppose  the  resolutions  t  They,  in  £Bwt,  ought 
to  have  been  the  very  men  to  have  offered 
them.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  had  obtained  the  floor  yestwday, 
(fiw  to-day,)  having  now  made  his  appearance 
in  the  Kmse,  I  will,  after  retnmiDg  my  tiianks 
to  this  honorable  oommittee,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  the  few  desoltory  remarks  w&loh  I 
have  offered,  In  my  own,  farmer-like,  omde 
style,  nye  the  floor  to  that  honorable  member, 
Mr.  Wbihs  was  followed  by  Mr.  BABBotTB,  of 
Yir^nia,  on  the  same  ride,  who  spoke  till  half 
past  2  o'clock,  when,  complaining  of  e^anstion, 
he  consented  to  yield  the  floor,  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  complete  his  speech  on 
another  day.  Several  gentiemen  then  rose  to 
speak,  but  on  motion,  tue  oommUitee  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  tit  again. 


{Mamob,  1896. 


Fbidat,  March  24. 
Armory  on  the  Watem  Wattr*. 
The  resolntion  oi^red  yesterday  by  Ifir. 
Jasbs  JomraoK,  of  £e&taol7>  reladve  to  a  sur- 
vey for  a  national  amuwy,  vas  takm  up; 
when 

Mr.  JoHRBOir  reeomed,  and  condnded,  the 
remarks  in  whidi  he  was  prooeeding  yesterday 
when  the  orders  of  the  day  were  called. 


Satubdat,  March  26. 
Panama  Mimum, 

Mr.  UoLasb,  from  the  Oonnnittee  ut  Waya 
and  Means,  re^rted  a  bill  "making  appropria- 
tions for  oarrying  into  effect  the  appointment  of 
a  mission  at  the  Oongress  d  Panama; "  which 
was  twice  read  and  c(»nmitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Orowkinbhikld,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  BeUtions,  made  a  r^rt  on  the  mes- 
sage the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  16th  inat,  in  reUtim  to  the  invitatKms 
l^ven  to  tiie  United  States,  firom  the  BepahUes 
of  OdfnnUa,  Gentnd  Amnica,  and  Menoo,  to 
be  represented  at  the  Congress  about  to  be 
held  at  Panama. 

The  report  Mmdndes  witSi  a  reoomrnendaHon 
to  adopt  the  following  resolatira : 

"  Reached,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honse,  It 
is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  funds  neceasary  to 
enable  the  Prerideat  of  the  United  States  to  aend 
Ministers  to  the  Congress  of  Panama.** 

The  r^rt  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Wnole  on  the  state  of  the  nnkm. 

XTniUd  Statet  and  South  Amsriea, 

Mr.  WioEUFFB  moved  the  following : 
Retcived,  That  the  Committee  on  Fore^  Bela- 
tions  be  instructed  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this 
House,  upon  what  authority,  if  any,  the  Minister  of 
the  Ucited  States  to  the  Mexican  Bepublic,  in  tua 
official  character,  declared  to  the  Plenlpotoitiaiy 
of  that  Oovemment  that  "the  United  States  have 
pledged  themselves  not  to  permit  any  other  power 
than  Spain  to  interfere  either  with  their  (the  South 
American  Republics)  independence,  or  form  of 
government ;  and  that,  in  ^e  event  of  such  an  at- 
tempt being  made  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  m 
(the  United  States)  would  be  compdled  to  take  the 
meat  elBdent  and  active  part,  and  to  bear  tiie  bnmt 
Of  Oie  contest** 

Mr.  WioKUTVX  said  that  he  shoold  at  present 
do  no  more  than  explain  the  olgeot  of  the 
resolntion  he  had  submitted :  he  wonld  do  it 
withont  reference  to  any  qaestaon  before  the 
Honse  touching  the  condition  of  the  Sooth 
American  Bepnblics;  he  wonld  do  it  at  any 
other  time  as  readily  as  at  the  present;  bnt  hie 
thought  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  were 
now  called  npon  to  say  whether  imy  such 
authority  had  been  (pven  to  oor  Ministers 
abroad,  and  if  it  had  not,  whether  it  ooght  to 
be  ipvan.  The  members  of  the  Honse  most 
have  observed,  from  the  documents  laid  on 


Vmied  make  and  SoiA  Ammiea. 
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tiieir  tables,  tbat  our  Minister  near  the  Goveni- 
mnt  of  Uexioo  had  said,  in  his  diplomatic  in- 
teroourse  with  that  Government,  that  the  Gor- 
emrocDt  of  the  United  States  was  pledged  to 
make  otMnmon  canse  with  that  Bepnblic  if  mj 
other  power  than  Spun  shoold  attempt  to  in- 
terfere  in  the  question  of  its  independence. 
Mr,  W.  oonsider&d  this  declaration  as  mrolTins 
a  question  of  weighty  import  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States;  and  Mr.  W.  said  that  he,  as 
one  of  that  people  wished  that  qaestaon  not  to 
be  dedded  npcHk  oeton  the  ozisis  to  which  it 
aflnded  ahotud  aotnalb^  urlTe.  In  the  mean 
time  he  Hi  not  wi^  tiiBt  the  declaration  of  an 
offidal  orgsD  of  this  Govemment  shoold  indooe 
others  to  b^ve  that  snob  pledges  had  been 
giTen,  unless  that  was  actually  the  fact  That 
such  an  opinion  had  gone  abroad,  and  that  it 
was  held  hj  some  of  Uie  Sonth  American  Got- 
emmenta,  the  documents  concluravely  proved. 
During  tiie  last  year  a  call  was  made  by  the 
Mexicftn  Government  upon  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  prepared  to  redeem  its  pledge,  a 
French  fleet  having  then  recently  entered  the 
West  India  seas.  It  is  said,  by  others,  that  the 
dedaration  ctf  oor  Minister  is  an  assurance  of 
the  ealdnet  here.  H  such  is  the  &ct,  it  is  hi^ 
time  it  dionld  be  known  and  understood  m 
this  oonntry.  The  only  antbority  for  this  sng- 

riou  with  which  be  was  acquainted,  Mr. 
observed,  was  a  passage  in  a  message  of  the 
late  Prendrat  of  the  United  States  to  (ingress ; 
bnt  he  did  not  conceive  that  that  commtmica- 
tion  would  warrant  our  Minister  to  say  that 
any  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  United  States. 
He  recollected  that,  at  the  same  session,  a  reso- 
lnti(Hi  was  introdaoed  by  a  distinguishGnd  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  (now  no  lotiger  a  member,) 
which  seemed  to  respond  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  Executive ;  but  he  l)elieved  the  resolution 
was  never  called  up  or  acted  upon  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  If  tnere  odsted  any 
othv  evidoice  of  such  a  pledge  as  that  refDrred 
to  \ij  our  Minister  to  Mexico,  Mr.  W.  said  be 
was  unapprised  of  it,  and  be  should  like  that 
the  State'  Department  should  let  the  House 
know  what  was  the  true  state  ofthe  case. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  observed,  that  it  would  be  need- 
less for  the  gentleman  to  direct  his  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  as 
Ihej  were  unable  to  give  to  that  gentleman,  or 
to  the  House,  any  information  on  this  subject, 
of  which  they  were  not  already  possessed.  It 
was  obvious,  Irom  the  documents,  that  the  gen- 
tleman alluded  to  has,  in  the  execution  of  his 
powers  as  a  Minister,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
toseneticQS  nven  to  him  1^  his  Government, 
held  (^ciid  language  in  the  deoUratitms  he 
made.  The  authority  by  which  he  made  them 
ia,  therefore,  that  of  uie  President  of  the  United 
8ta^.  Mr.  F.  could  not  positively  say  that 
our  Minister  to  Mexico  had  received  instruc- 
tiona  to  use  these  particular  terms,  but  the 
Uniater  most,  in  domg  so,  certainly  have 
obeyed  the  spirit  of  his  instructions.  It  appears 
tiiat  a  statement  of  the  lasgoage  he  bad  used 
VouDL— 4 
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was  afterwards  submitted  to  tiie  Seoretary  of 
State,  and  approved  by  him  under  tiie  dJreo> 
tion  of  the  tYesido^t.  The  inquiry  would  be 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations, 
if  they  were  so  ordered :  but  it  could  lead  only 
to  one  result — ^that  the  Minister  used  the  lan- 
guage by  authority  of  the  ftwident   Mr.  F. 

Sresum^  that  the  desire  of  the  gentleman  from 
[entucky  was,  that  an  inquiry  wodd  be  made 
into  the  propriety  of  such  language,  and  of  the 
instmctions  on  which  it  was  founded :  if  that 
was  his  wbh,  he  ought  to  make  the  language 
of  his  resolution  more  spedflo.  It  would 
then  o«1aiiil J  present  a  -verj  imp<»tRnt  ques- 
tion. 

Hr.  Wkbstxs  thought  tiie  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  of  an  extraordinary  diaracter,  tsnA 
<me  which  deserved  moro  consideration  than  is 
usually  bMtowed  upon  a  mere  call  for  informa- 
tion. Among  the  documents  submitted  by  t^e 
President  to  the  House,  was  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  in  which  he  details  a  conversa- 
tion which  had  taken  place  between  himself  and 
the  ofiBcial  agents  of  that  Government,  in  whioh 
he  was  arguing  in  favor  of  an  allowance  hj 
Mnioo  to  the  United  States,  of  an  equality  in 
oommeroial  privileges  with  the  States  oi  South 
America,  and  in  which  tbe  agents  oi  Mexico 
were  resisting -^ch  allowance,  and  insisting 
that  the  Unit«d  States  should  be,  in  these 
respects,  postponed  to  some  of  the  States  of 
the  Sonth  American  continent.  In  this  con- 
versation,  it  appears  that  our  IGnister  referred 
to  an  opinion  commonly  entertained  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  interference  of  foreign 
powers  in  the  concerns  of  Mexico,  and  t£e 
other  new  republics;  evidently  rrferring  to  a 
celebrated  declaration  by  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  that  subject.  He  used 
the  term  "  pledged,"  but  it  was  plain  that  its 
reference  was  merely  to  this  declaration.  Tf 
the  olfjeot  of  t^ie  resolntioii  is  to  find  fimlt  with 
the  conduct  of  l^is  Minister,  he  could  not, 
without  more  information,  concur  in  it;  and  ft 
seemed  scaroely  fait  to  infer,  that  he  was  in- 
structed to  make  any  improper  declaration, 
unless  there  was  some  proof  that  he  actu^y 
was  so  instructed. 

But,  if  its  object  was  to  asoertun  whether 
such  instructions  had  been  given,  the  call 
should  be  made  on  the  Exe^ive.  Mr.  W. 
entirely  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, that  no  information,  in  answer  to  this  in- 
quiry, was  to  be  sought  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  He  had  no  otjeotion  that  a 
call  sbonld  be  made  for  the  instructions ;  but 
untQ  fiffther  inquiry,  he  thought  any  inference, 
unfavorable  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
our  Minister,  ought  not  to  be  indulged.  He, 
therefbre,  was  induced  to  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table ;  but,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion, he  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FoBSTTB,  who  explained  himself  as  hav- 
ing said,  only,  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Rdations  oonid  give  the  House  no  JnlbnnatiOT 
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U  did  not  tlready  poweM — all  the  facts  were 
before  this  Hoose. 

Hr.  WioKuns  ohserved^  that  the  gentleman 
tnm  ICaasaohoBetts  waa  greatly  miatuen,  if  he 
nmposed  that  he  had  ai^  intentiim  to  find  fiult 
wuh  the  ouidnet  of  the  oistfaigDiihedindiTidnal 
referred  to.  Bla  inexperience  in  le^alation 
might  have  prevented  hmi  from  suggesting  the 
best  mode  of  obtuning  the  infom^tion ;  bat, 
he  had  oondoded  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
B^tiona,  being,  from  the  nature  of  its  dnties, 
in  intimate  oorrespondenoe  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  mi^t  readily  obtun  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  uots,  withoi^  putting  either  the 
House  or  the  Department  to  the  trouble  of  a 
call  apon  the  Department  for  copies  of  instmo- 
tions,  &o.  If  saoh  a  call  shoold  be  made,  per- 
haps it  might  not  mit  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  in  «s(mM,  the  inatmotions  given 
to  onr  luoiaters;  or  if  they  should  be  0ven,  it 
might  be  nnder  an  ii^niuticm  of  aeoteoy — a 
mode  whioh  he  wished  ever  to  avrnd. 

Hii  mun  ol^eot  waa  to  direct  the  intention 
of  Oongresa  and  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Statfifl  to  the  question,  whether  any  saoh  pledge 
had  been  authwlzed  by  onr  Government.  He 
was  desirous  that  the  country  should  be  left 
free  to  act,  when  the  cri^  referred  to  should 
actually  arrive.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
laogaage  of  onr  Minister  was  official ;  and  he 
had  oraerved,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  be  con- 
tradicted or  questioned,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  was,  therefbre,  foroibly  led  to  the 
inference,  that  the  language  of  onr  Minister 
waa  iqtprored.  If  tiie  rewlntion  waa  to  be 
laid  on  the  table,  lb.  W.  presumed  he  should 
be  permitted  to  call  it  np^  and  modify  it,  at  a 
future  moment. 

Ur.  Bqohahah  said  he  was  glad  the  gentle- 
man fhim  Kentucky  had  brought  this  sabjeot 
before  the  House.  Upon  reading  the  docu- 
ments which  aocompam^  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, on  the  subject  of  the  mission  to  Panama, 
Bud  Ur.  B.,  I  confess  I  felt  alarmed  at  the 
declaration  of  our  Minister  to  Mexico,  I  am 
well  aoqnainted  both  with  the  intelligence  and 
the  prudenoe  of  that  gentjeman,  and,  ther^inre, 
it  is  my  belief  this  dectoration  waa  not  made 
without  authority.  This  belief  is  strengthuied 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  so  &r  as  we  can 
Judge  from  the  doouments,  that  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  has  never  disavowed,  or  even  disap- 
proved, the  conduct  of  that  MinistOT,  Under 
these  ciroumstanoes  the  avowal  of  the  pledge 
to  the  Mencan  Government,  which  Mr.  Poin- 
sett has  made,  is  well  calculated  to  alarm  the 
fears  and  the  Jealousy  of  the  people  o£  the 
United  States. 

Under  what  ciroumstanoes  was  this  pledge 
avowed,  and  what  was  the  relative  utuation  of 
the  two  countrieat  Our  Minister  was  negotiat- 
ing a  oonmwoial  tnatj  with  liltozioo,  and  she 
bad  refused,  In  the  moet  pMittive  terms,  to 

Suit  to  the  United  States  a  privilege  which 
a  had  extended  to  the  South  American  Be- 
pabliM.  Upon  thii  occasion,  he  claimed  fbrui^ 
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as  a  matter  o£  ri^t,  all  the  privileges  whidi 
had  been  granted  to  them;  and  declared,  as 
the  foandati<Mi  of  this  dwnand,  that  we  stood, 
pledged  to  protect  them  against  any  attaok 
wiam  mi^t  be  made  upon  umt  indqtendenoe 
by  any  European  natirai  ezo^  Spain ;  and  in 
that  event,  we  should  be  b<nuid  to  bear  tha 
brant  of  the  contest. 

Now,  sir,  if  Mexico  should  be  indnoed,  by 
this  positive  declaration,  to  grant  us  commer- 
cial privileges,  which  she  would  not  otherwise 
liave  granted,  I  ask  if  we  are  not  hound,  in 
honor  and  in  good  futb,  to  carry  it  into  effect } 
The  ezpresfflons  used  by  our  Sinister,  were  not 
mere  idle  diplomatic  phrases.  They  w^  used 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  commercial  advan- 
tages; and  were  the  baus  upon  which  those 
advantages  were  to  rest.  They  w^e  held  oat 
as  the  oondderatiat— as  tiie  inducement,  to 
that  Government;  and  it  is  fiurly  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  dooumenta,  that  they  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It 
is  time,  then,  the  American  people  should  in- 
quire, and  diould  distinctly  know,  whether 
uiis  declaration  was  authorized  by  the  Execu- 
tive brsmch  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  sud  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  this 
time,  to  bring  into  discassion,  even  indirectly, 
the  Kission  to  Panama.  Upon  that  important 
sabject  he  would  then  express  no  opinion.  He 
wished  to  know  precisely,  whether  Mr.  Poin- 
sett bad  exceeded  his  instructions  or  not.  fie 
believed  this  knowledge  was  all  important.  If 
the  Ezecutiye  had  detemdned  to  abandon  the 
course  of  policy  whioh  had  been  heretofore 
pursued,  and  to  enter  into  entangling  alliances 
with  any  nation,  the  people  should  be  informed 
of  this  determination.  If  such  were  not  the 
iiUention,  is  it  lumorable ;  is  it  oonnstent  with 
our  national  character ;  is  it  not  a  violation  of 
the  pablio  &ith,  to  hold  out  a  pledge,  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  Mexico,  and  then,  after 
we  shall  have  obtained  tiie  privileges  which  we 
desired,  to  mock  at  their  calamity  in  the  day 
of  danger  t  Our  intercourse  with  all  nations 
should  rest  upon  principles  of  jostice.  What 
would  the  Government  of  Mexico  think  of  na, 
what  would  they  have  a  rij^t  to  think,  if  onr 
MiiUster  ahonld  hold  one  language  to-day,  and, 
after  we  had  obtained  flrom  them  what  ve 
wanted,  we  should  disclaim  his  authority  to- 
morrow ?  In  every  pcdnt  of  view,  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  subject  waa  well  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  OooK  B^d  that,  on  oonsolting  the  docu- 
ments, he  perceived  that  the  genUemw  had 
fallen  into  a  sarprising  mistake.  In  the  infer- 
ence that  the  language  of  oar  Minister  had 
been  reported  to  the  Department,  and  approv- 
ed. If  ^ntlemen  woala  compare  the  dates  of 
the  Mimator's  letter,  and  that  of  the  Secretarr 
of  BtatCL  they  would  find  that  the  Secretary's 
letter  is  in  reply  to  a  previous  oommnnication  of 
the  Minister,  and  tiat  that  which  oontaina  tUs 
language,  waa  not  received  when  the  Seoretaiy 
wrote  his  last  de^atbh.  As  to  the  |dedge  z»* 
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ftrred  to,  it  coald  mean  nothiog  more  than  the 
decUr&t3<Hi  of  President  Uonroe.  Whatever 
^ed|^  bftd  been  ^ven  by  the  United  States  to 
Jfexwo,  must,  of  course,  have  been  already 
known  to  Mexico,  or  to  its  Govenunent;  snch 
a  pledge  was  not  then  brooght  to  Ito  knowl- 
for  the  HiniBter  epeala  of  it  as  one 
draadj  c^voi.  The  plain  meaning  was,  a 
r^eraioe  to  the  dedaraticHi  <Hf  the  late  Tnm- 
dent — a  declaration,  hailed  throagbont  this 
eoontry,  with,  perhaps,  an  irapradent  entbasi- 
ssm.  Ifr.  C.  hod  no  objection  to  the  inqoii? 
proposed,  but  bod  risen,  merely,  to  resone  tiie 
eoodnct  of  the  Secretary  of  State  from  a  mis- 
apprehension. 

Mr.  HoraiTON  rose  to  address  the  Honse; 
but,  the  hoar  allotted  to  resolations  having  ex- 
pired, the  Speaker  arrested  the  disoosnon. 

IftmaekuaetU  MiUUa  Olaha*. 

Ur.  HoDBTON  moved  to  postpone  all  the 
orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill 
making  provision  for  allowing  compenBatton  to 
the  State  of  Massachosetts,  for  militia  services, 
rendered  daring  the  Iste  war. 

Hie  motion  prevuled,  and  the  House  acoord- 
ingly  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
BccHASAH  in  the  chair,     that  subject. 

Mr.  Hamilton  opraed  the  debate,  in  a  speech 
which  occupied  abont  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

He  first  stated  distinctly  the  principles  on 
which  the  militia  claims  of  Massachnsetts  were 
to  be  adjusted,  iu  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which  be 
had  been  iustmoted  to  nuke;  which  report 
prondes: 

Fir9t.  Tfaftt  the  oluina  of  UMBschosetts,  for  all 
MQitia  services,  rendered  daring  the  late  war,  should 
be  audited  and  paid,  were  afforded  la  compliance 
vith  requisitions  of  an  officer  of  the  Govenuneot  of 
Ibe  United  States. 

BeamtBif.  That  all  senfces  rendered  by  the  Hili- 
thof  the  ^te,  at  the  request  and  sueguiUonof  an 
officer  of  tbe  General  GoTemmcDt,  if  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  said  Btate. 

Thirty.  For  all  services  rendered  by  the  Militia 
of  the  SWe,  vitbout  such  request  or  snggestion, 
bot  to  repel  actual  invasion,  or,  tmder  a  weU-found- 
ed  apprehension  of  invasion,  provided  the  number 
<rf  tbe  troops  called  oat  or  employed,  were  in  due 
pnmottloD  to  the  exigency,  and  were  not  tpectfically 
wH&hdd  from  an  officer  of  the  Government  author- 
ised to  a|^y  for  the  command  of  tbe  same. 

Mr.  Hajoltos  then  applied  to  these  princi- 
riea  tbe  ri^ta  ci  a  common  defence,  which 
Viflnanhiwwttfr  had,  tinder  the  guarantee  of  the 
Oonstitntion  of  tlie  United  Stipes,  and  went  to 
riiow  that  the  uqjusUfiable  principles  of  con- 
■tniction  whidi  the  State  of  Massachusetts  had 
set  up,  in  the  opinion  of  her  own  authoridea, 
£d  not  affect  the  question,  as  presented  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiiurs. 
He  Idd  down  the  principle,  that  the  mere 
avowal  of  an  abstract  opinion,  by  the  anthoH- 
tieB  of  a  State,  ou^t  not  to  deprive  its  people 
af  nmanenitum  for  serrtoea  lendered,  when 
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in  point  of  fact,  this  opinion  oonld  be  proved 
to  have  had  no  effect  npon  the  diaraoter,  use- 
fulness,  or  patriotism  of  the  services  so  ren< 
dered. 

Mr.  H.  then  gave  a  brief  historical  account 
of  the  services  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts 
and  Implied  the  facts,  growing  out  of  these 
services,  to  the  principles  of  a^jostmant  whidbi 
the  committee  had  reported. 

He  then  appealed  to  the  Justice  and  ^ood 
feelings  of  the  House,  to  fix  on  some  principles 
of  accommodation  and  adjustment^  by  which 
this  question,  which  was  the  fhiitftu  source  of 
so  much  excitement  and  agitation  in  Massachu- 
setts, might  be  settled  forever :  that  this  was 
one  of  the  most  holy  and  acceptable  offices 
which  the  General  Government  could  render 
to  a  member  of  this  Confederacy :  and  dwelt 
with  great  earnestness  on  the  common  chari^ 
whidi  the  States  ought  to  display  to  each 
other,  on  those  occasions  of  irritation  and  con- 
flict, growing  out  of  those  jealon^es  of  State 
power,  that  would  oooasioully  arise,  which 
were  only  perpetuated  by  nnnecessary  hostili'- 
ties,  reproach,  and  rebuke :  and  concluded  hy 
saying,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  AflWrs 
considered  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment snffidently  vindicated  and  upheld,  in  the 
biU  for  the  settlement  of  the  clmms  in  question, 
then  under  connderataon,  by  restricting  the 
settlement  to  the  class  of  cases  enumerated,  and 
by  withholding  payment  in  all  other  cases, 
where,  in  point  of  faet,  the  unconstitutional 
opinions  of  the  State  authorities  of  Massachu- 
setts, as  to  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia  of  the  States,  had,  spedfl- 
caliy,  operation  and  ^eet. 

Mr.  Davis  then  addressed  the  committee ; 

The  subject  bronght  under  oonrideration  br 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  Qb,  Hamilton,) 
is  one  in  whlc&  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is 
deeply  interested;  and  if  I  were  not  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  it  to  a  just  issue,  I  should  feel 
my  constituents  would  deem  it  a  oeneurable 
omission  of  duty. 

In  order  that  the  question  which  arises  out 
of  this  claim  may  be  fully  comprehended,  I 
shall  briefly  notice  the  history  of  the  transao- 
tions  connected  with  it.  Eleven  years  have 
now  passed  away  since  the  events  of  which  I 
am  about  to  speak  occurred ;  and  if  panion  or 
prejudice  has  ever  mingled  with  the  feelings 
any  one,  in  fhrming  ofdniona  in  relation  to 
them,  time  suSdent  has  now  gone  by  to  re- 
store a  cool  deliberate  Judgment,  and  to  enable 
us  to  Isidk  npcm  them  with  the  same  candor  as 
upon  more  remote  events  of  histoTy, 

ij\  April,  1818,  Congress  passed  a  law  requir- 
ing the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  de- 
t^,  oi^anizeL  and  hold  in  readiness,  to  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  100,000  militia.  The  quota 
assigned  to  Massachusetts  was  about  10,000, 
and  the  Executive  was  required  to  organize 
the  men,  when  detached,  according  to  law,  and 
to  vpffdtiA  a  foU  eom^ement  vi  offioers  to  tha 
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eomnuuid.  TliU  order  or  law  was  ezecated  b;^ 
detaoUng  and  oi^anizing  the  troops  into  three 
divisions  and  six  brigades.  Another  measnre 
adopted,  as  preparatoiy^  was  a  division  of  the 
United  States  into  military  distrtots,  with  an 
officer  of  high  rank,  io  the  commission  of  the 
United  States,  to  command  each  district.  I 
aaj  to  command  the  district,  becaase  it  appears 
the  doonments  on  jour  table,  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  place 
nnder  the  command  of  the  officer  of  district 
number  one^  within  the  territory  ctf  which  was 
Ifaasaohaaetts,  any  considerable  number 
reffdUr  troops.  This  officer  was  invested  with 
a  kind  of  pro-oonsalar  power,  having  entrusted 
to  hhn  not  (mlj  the  oare  and  snpervision  of 
ndlitary  affidrs  in  the  district,  bat  an  authority 
to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  the 
troops  detached  under  the  law  of  April,  1813, 

It  was  made  known  to  the  Executive,  on 
the  13th  Jnne,  1812,  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  General  Dearborn,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  distriot,  was  invested  with  this  author- 
ity, and  the  Executive  was  required  to  order 
the  detached  quota  of  men  into  the  pubUe  ser^ 
vice  upon  the  call  <^  General  Dearborn.  On 
the  18th  of  June,  vas  declared  against 
Great  Briton,  and,  on  the  23d  of  that  month. 
General  D.  asked  for  forty-one  compantM  of 
this  detached  militia  to  enter  the  public  ser- 
Tioe.  The  Governor  declined  executing  the 
order,  and  from  this  arose  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  Executive  of  the  State  and  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  this  difference  of 
opinion  is  to  be  referred  almost  all  the  difficul- 
ties and  almost  all  the  controversy  between 
the  two  Governments  relative  to  the  allowance 
of  these  claims.  It  becomes,  therefore,  neoea- 
aary  to  examine  with  some  care  the  course  of 
proceeding  oa  the  one  dde  and  the  other,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  the  parties  at  tssne  were 
governed.  I  shall  do  little  more  than  state  the 
pcnntB  which  hare  been  made,  without  at< 
tempting  to  enter  much  into  a  discussion  of 
them.  To  a  compliance  wlUi  this  call,  two  ob- 
jections have  been  urged,  one  to  the  form  of 
the  call,  the  other  to  the  occasion  of  it  I  will 
briefly  examine  them  separately. 

The  call  was  for  fortp-onc  eojiypmiet  of  a 
body  of  men  already  detached  and  fully  orgm- 
iud,  by  a  special  act  of  Congress,  and  by  order 
of  tb»  War  Department,  into  compaoies,  bat- 
talions, rMnments,  brigades,  and  divisions; 
and  the  fnU  complement  of  officers  appointed 
tiiereto,  by  the  constitutional  authorities  (tf  the 
State.  The  troops  thus  organized  constttoted 
three  divisions. 

The  requisition  was  for  forty-one  companies, 
and  the  behest  officer  to  be  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  a  Lieutenaut- 
Oolonel,  although  forty-one  companies  consti- 
tuted about  one-third  of  the  corps,  or  a  M^or- 
General's  command.  Jt  therefore,  this  order 
had  been  executed,  a  Major-General's  com- 
mand would  have  entered  the  publio  service, 
Irith  a  lientanant-Oolonel  at  Its  head,  and  aU 
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the  superior  officers  of  a  division,  detached  and 
appointed  to  the  command  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, would  have  been  deprived  of  their  men, 
and  their  men  of  them ;  orj  if  they  had  been 
drawn  from  all  the  three  divisions,  the  effect 
would  have  been  the  same :  for  it  would  have 
reduced  each  division  and  brigade  below  the 
command  of  its  officer.  The  question  which 
here  arises,  is,  whether  tiie  United  States  can 
draw  the  militia  of  a  State  into  the  put^c  ser- 
vice, without  its  officers  V  The  ccmstitotion, 
after  declaring  that  Oongress  has  power  to 
provide,  hi  certain  oases,  lor  calling  forth  the 
militia,  and  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  them,  declares,  expressly,  that 
the  appomtment  of  the  officers  is  reserved  to 
the  States.  In  affirmance  of  this  principle,  the 
law  of  Oongress,  under  which  this  detachment 
was  made,  directs  that  the  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
respective  States.  These  officers  were  there- 
fore rightfully  appointed,  as  they  were  ap- 
pointed according  to  the  constitution,  aud  the 
concurrent  provisions  of  the  law  under  both 
Governments.  By  what  authority  could  they 
be  separated  from  tiieir  troops?  The  ri^t  of 
militia  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  ^cers 
has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  denied,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  contended,  unless  this  requisi- 
tion is  proof  of  it,  that  officers  of  the  militia 
could  be  removed  from  their  command,  to  give 
place  to  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
mutual  rights  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
militia  to  oe  united  in  public  service,  seems  too 
obvious  to  require  the  aid  of  at^niment.  How, 
then,  could  these  troops,  amounting  in  number, 
and  by  organization,  to  a  M^or-General's  com- 
mand, be  drawn  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out their  officers,  especially  when  those  officers 
had  been  usigned  to  their  respeotive  com- 
mands by  the  anthoiify  of  the  United  States  ? 
The  only  answer  I  bays  heard  c^ven,  is,  that 
they  were  to  be  distributed  vpon  the  sea  ooasL 
to  perform  garrison  duty  in  the  forts — and 
were  to  pass  under  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  command  of  those  forts,  who  would  have 
been  outranked,  if  the  complement  of  officers 
for  a  division  had  been  taken  into  the  service. 

Is  this  a  sufficient  reason  for  dismissii^  from 
their  command  officers  appointed  under  the 
constitution,  and  detached  and  assigned  by  a 
special  law  of  Congress  to  the  command  ?  WiU 
this  justify  a  separation  of  officers  and  men, 
and  is  it  no  violation  of  an  acknowledged  con- 
stitutional ri^t?  If  r^mental,  brigade,  and 
division  officers  were  not  necessary  for  the 
service,  snd  were  not  Intended  to  be  taken  into 
it,  why  were  they  detached?  If  the  men  were 
to  be  called  out  by  eompanies,  and  their  organi- 
zation into  laiver  bodies  could  be  disregarded, 
why  was  the  Eieontive  required,  both  by  law, 
and  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 

Eize  them  into  battalions,  re^ments,  bri- 
,  and  divisions  f  Why,  if  it  was  competent 
1  officer  of  the  United  States  to  make  a 
call  for  a  large  body  cf  troops,  by  oompaola^ 
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vere  Dot  the  10,000  men  detached  and  organ- 
ited  without  a  higher  than  a  company  officer  I 
The  next  objection  to  the  requisition  for 
forty-one  companies,  is,  that  no  constitutional 
eneneacT  existed  at  the  Ume  of  the  call,  which 
Justified  it.  This  groond  of  ol^edioa  was 
taken  hj  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and  has 
been  a  principal  sonrce  of  controversy  and 
conflict  of  opinion  in  relation  to  this  claun.  I 
will  also  state  the  reasons,  as  I  have  understood 
them,  Qpon  which  this  opinion  rested.  The 
constitntion  declares  that  **Ihe  Congress  shall 
hare  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
prees  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  It 
IS  manifest,  A'om  this  language,  that  the  power 
confided  to  the  United  States  over  the  militia, 
is  limited  to  the  three  exigencies  mentioned  in 
the  constitntion ;  uid  that  one  or  -Che  other  of 
them  must  hq>pen  before  the  right  of  calling 
Ota  militia  into  service  exists ;  and  so  Congress 
seem  to  have  conddered  it  In  1706,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  Congress  pamed  a  law 
providing  for  calling  forth  uie  militia  to  eze- 
CTte  the  laws,  when  disobeyed,  to  suppress  in- 
mrectiona,  and  to  repel  invasions.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  calhn^  them  forth  in  cases 
of  imminent  danger  of  invadon.  A  greater 
power  than  this  has  not  been  claimed  by  Con- 
gress in  any  law  that  has  ever  been  passed 
upon  this  subject.  Beoeiving,  then,  the  law  of 
*95  as  the  true  exposition  of  constitutional 
power,  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  state  of  facts  as  they  existed  at 
Hxe  time  General  Dearborn  made  hia  requi^- 
tion,  and  they  will  show  the  reastns  by  which 
the  fxeontive  was  infinenoed  in  his  deduoo. 
The  troops  were  not  demanded  to  execute  the 
laws:  for  they  were  not  disobeyed.  They 
were  not  demanded  to  suimreaB  insnrreetions : 
for  none  existed.  But  they  were  avowedly 
demanded  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  war, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  there  was  any 
invasion  or  imminent  danger  of  invasion. 
There  was  no  invasion :  for  no  enemy  was 
within  onr  territory.  But  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  might  exist;  and  the  inquiry  arose, 
both  as  to  what  imminent  danger  of  invaaon 
was,  and  aa  to  Its  existence  at  that  period, 
which  was  four  di^  snlMeqnent  to  the  dedara- 
tim  of  war.  It  was  nrged  that  imminent  dan- 
ger oonld  not  be  that  which  is  remote  and  un- 
known, but  that  which  exposes  us  to  obvious 
haard — ^that  which  is  apparent  and  threaten- 
ing, or,  as  the  word  imminent  implies,  hanging 
over  ns? 

If  a  declaration  of  war  alone  should  joBtify 
calling  oat  the  militia  into  public  service,  then 
woDld  it  be  ia  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  convert  the  militia  at  once  into  a  standing 
snny,  and  to  hold  every  man  liable  to  do 
daty  in  the  service  during  the  continuance  of  a 
mr,  if  it  were,  like  the  late  wars  in  Emvpe, 
protracted  for  twenty-five  years.  A  power  liko 
OAi,  exerting  itself  opon  the  population  of  this 
cmntry,  wonld  too  mttoh  resemble  the  oljec- 
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tiooable  and  arbitrary  oonscriptive  system  of 
France. 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  what  the  Execntive 
of  the  State  did,  in  view  of  this  state  of  things* 
He  declined  executing  the  order  of  Genera 
Dearborn,  beoaose  he  conndered  he  had  no 
power  to  do  otherwise.  He  oonnderad  his 
power  as  limited,  hj  the  constitution,  to  the  ex- 
istence of  some  ^  the  exigencies  mentioned  in 
that  instrument;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  any  of  them,  be  con-> 
sidered  that  he  could  not  execute  the  order,  be- 
cause, in  this  country,  no  authority  but  the  laws 
is  known  or  acknowledged.  Hence,  it  was 
thought  that  the  Executive  could  not  execute 
the  order  of  General  Dearborn,  as  it  did  not  rest 
upon  constitutional  power,  and  therefore,  car^ 
ried  with  it  no  obligation  of  obedience. 

Having  now  explained  the  reasons  by  which 
the  Executive  was  influenced,  as  I  have  under- 
stood theuL  perhaps  inoorreouy,  hot  not  Inten- 
tionally so,  1  shall  leave  them  to  the  oonaideration 
of  the  committee^  and  inquire  how  &r  the 
United  States  were  neoessarily  afibeted  by  Us 
decision. 

By  the  law  of  *d6,  which  eontdns  the 
general  provisions  for  calling  the  militia  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
is  authorized,  for  that  purpose,  to  issue  hia 
order  to  an  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia.  By 
the  act  of  April,  1812,  under  which  the  t^ 
thoQsand  men  were  detached,  the  provisions  for 
calling  this  detachment  into  actual  service,  are 
the  same  as  I  understand  them.  The  Pi^dent 
bad,  therefore,  power  to  issue  bis  order  to  any 
officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  tbns  detached ; 
but,  as  the  Governor  was  not  a  detached  officer, 
it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  he  ooold  issna 
an  order  to  him,  even  in  his  military  capacity, 
for  these  troops;  but  admitting  for  the  purpose 
of  argument,  that  be  had  this  right,  he  also  had 
the  right  of  issuing  it  to  any  or  all  the  officers 
detached  so  that  the  Governor's  neglect  to 
obey,  did  not,  or  could  not,  affect  the  power  of 
the  United  States  over  tiie  troops,  if  a  consti- 
tutional exigency  for  calling  them  into  service 
existed.  therefore,  the  officer  of  the  United 
States  making  this  CH^er,  felt  a  confidence  that 
a  period  had  arrived,  which  gave  to  him  ooo- 
stltntional  power  to  call  for  troops,  be  need  not 
have  stopped,  upon  the  Govemw's  reftasol,  but 
might  have  drawn  them  into  service  against  his 
jn^ment ;  fur  the  right  to  the  troops,  and  the 
power  of  ordering  them  into  service,  does  not 
appear  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Governor. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  sabject,  I  will 
mention  one  more  fact,  which  seems  to  have 
some  connection  with  it.  While  the  Governor 
declined  executing  the  order  for  the  forty-one 
oompaniea,  he,  about  the  same  time,  detached  a 
Mfgor's  command  of  three  companies,  and,  at 
the  request  of  General  Dearborn,  hod  them 
mastered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stateeii 
for  tiie  defence  o£  the  ftontier  that  borders  np<m 
Kew  Brunswick;  not  because  there  was  invA- 
don,  or  danger  ctflnvadon,  fbr  the  Qorwim  oi 
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KoTR  Sootift  had  iasaed  his  (vooUmation  for- 
bidding all  incnmons  npon  our  territorj' ;  but 
erll-di^Mfied  peraoos  had  collected  iSiere,  and, 
taking  adTimtage  of  the  belligerent  state  of  the 
two  ooaatries,  manifested  a  dispositioQ  to 

filnnder  the  inhabitants,  and  he  thought  it  bnt 
Qst  that  they  shoold  have  a  more  efficient  pro- 
tection than  the  civil  authorities  conid  yield. 

In  this  oondition  affairs  remained  for  nearly 
tTO  years,  when  a  peace  was  ratified  between 
the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe,  which  left 
the  army  and  navv  of  our  enemy  idle,  and  at 
liberty  to  be  employed  agiunat  this  country. 
As  might  have  been  expected,  he  projected  a 
system  of  operations  for  the  campa^  of  1814, 
more  vigorous  and  extensive  than  those  of  the 
preceding  yean. 

Early  m  the  campaign  of  1814,  this  enemy 
commenced  his  operations  by  blockading  our 
ports,  and  intercepting  our  commerce.  He  soon 
began  to  destroy  shipping,  wherever  it  fell  into 
bis  himds,  either  by  capture,  or  by  cutting  it 
out  of  undefended  ports.  In  June  he  landed  at 
Saoo,  in  Haine,  and  destroyed  some  private 
property.  As  his  strength  was  from  time  to 
time  increased,  he  grew  more  daring,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  August,  Icept  the 
whole  coast  in  &  state  of  great  alarm  and  trepi- 
dation, by  oonstaut  attempts  to  land  and  com- 
mit depredatiaDS,  wherever  the  coast  was  unde- 
fended. To  meet  these  operattons,  and  to  quiet 
apprehension  whererer  there  was  cause  for 
uarm,  guards  were  placed  along  the  coast,  to 
watch  tiie  motions  of  the  enemy.  Militia  were 
turned  out  to  defend  the  passes  to  the  Navy 
Yard  at  Portsmouth,  Kew  Hunpehire,  and  also 
totheHavy  YardatOharlestown.  Orders  were 
also  issued  to  the  commanders  of  militia,  if  any 
part  of  the  country  was  invaded,  or  threatened 
with  invasion,  not  to  wait  for  orders  from  any 
one,  but  to  turn  out.  and  meet  and  repel  the 
foe.  In  Joly,  General  Dearborn  asked  for  1,100 
men,  to  strengthen  the  fortifications,  and  Ihey 
were,  by  order  of  the  Governor,  mastered  into 
tiie  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  last 
of  Angnst  or  first  of  September,  the  eaemj  took 
possession  of  the  Peninsnla  of  Oastine,  in  Pe- 
nobscot Bay.  This,  t(^;ether  with  his  success 
in  other  parts  of  the  conntry.  excited  great  ap- 
prehencdons  for  the  safety  <tf  the  shipping  and  the 
towns.  The  inhabitants  were  pressing  in  their 
calls  for  further  protection ;  and  on  the  2d  of 
Septeml>er  large  bodies  of  troops,  under  the  dis- 
cretionary orders  of  the  Governor,  previously 
£^ven  to  military  commanders,  were  marched  to 
the  defence  of  Portland,  Kennebeck,  "Wiscnsset, 
and  other  places  in  Maine.  On  tiie  6th  of  that 
month,  the  Governor  renewed  his  order  to  the 
whole  militia  of  the  Commonwealth,  requiring 
fiiem  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  mardi  at 
a  moment's  waminj^  to  defend  the  State.  He 
also,  by  the  same  order,  assembled  nearly  4,000 
mUitia  for  tiie  defence  of  Boston.  On  the  17th 
of  this  month  he  placed  1,300  militia  under 
General  Dearborn,  to  strengthen  the  forts  in 
the  harbor  of  Bostoo.  This  state  <tf  ahum,  <tf 
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anxiety,  and  danger,  continued  as  long  as  the 
weather  permittm  the  enemy  to  remain  with 
safety  on  the  ooast  He  pressed  the  war  with 
all  the  ^gor  in  his  power,  ootting  out,  burning^ 
and  destroying  shipping  and  otiier  property ; 
cannonading  towns,  threatening  the  destraotioa 
of  the  salt  works ;  attempting  d^y  to  invade 
and  dishonor  the  territory.  The  claim,  mr, 
under  consideration,  aska  reimbursement  for 
money  advanced  by  the  State  to  pay  either  for 
spontaneous  services,  rendered  without  special 
orders  from  any  one,  to  protect  the  soil,  prop- 
erty, and  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  from  io- 
vaders ;  or  for  services  of  like  character,  per- 
formed under  the  authority  of  the  State.  Ser- 
vices such  as  have  1>een  allowed  to  other  States. 

This  brings  roe  to  inqnlre  why  this  ol^m  has 
not  been  ai^usted  t 

It  is  not  becaose  it  was  not  presented,  and 
pressed  with  all  l>ecoming  zed,  npon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Government,  soon  after  the 
war.  It  is  not  because  tlie  services  have  not 
l>een  rendered  and  paid  for  by  the  State.  It  ia 
not  t)ecau8e  those  services  were  not  i>eneficial, 
and  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  country :  for,  of 
all  these  points  there  is  most  unqnestionable 
proof.  But  i)ec8use  there  was  a  oonstitutional 
diffimlty.  It  was  alleged  by  the  Department, 
that,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  the  Executive 
of  the  State  had  assamed  grounds,  in  relation  to 
the  constitutionBl  anthori^  of  the  United  Statm 
over  the  militia,  so  repugnant  to  the  true  inters 
pretation  that  Instrnment^  and  so  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the  claim  could 
not  l>e  allowed. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  opinions  of 
an  officer  of  the  State  oould  not  be  made  to  bear 
upon  the  dum,  so  as  to  affect  the  right  to  reim- 
bursement: that  the  Stato  is  not  responsible  for 
the  otptnunu  of  its  officers,  whether  tight  or 
wrong,  BO  as  to  be  liable  to  fine  or  punishment; 
and  that  the  only  inquiry  was,  whether  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered  in  defence  of  the  country, 
and,  if  so,  and  found  to  be  necessary,  they  come 
within  the  mles  adopted  in  allowimoeB  to  othw 
States. 

To  this  it  was  r^trfned,  that  the  constitntional 
diffloolty  tainted  and  rendered  void  the  whole 
claim,  so  that  the  Stato  of  Massachusetts  could 
not  he  let  in  upon  a  footing  with  other  States. 
In  this  manner  the  claim  rested ;  the  agents  of 
the  State  constantly  soliciting  the  attontion  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government  to  it,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  as  constantly  declining  to 
do  any  thing  about  it,  until  1823,  when  the  Pres- 
ident was  prevailed  upon  to  direct  that  a  por- 
tion ofit  should  be  examined.  It  was,  therefor^ 
committed  to  an  Auditor,  who  reported  upon  it, 
and  upon  the  evidence  by  which  it  was  sustuned. 

Hie  Prendent,  after  giving,  as  he  says,  great 
consideration  to  this  report,  and  seeing  the  un- 
equivocal proofs  by  which  the  claim  was  sup- 
ported, declared,  in  a  message  to  Congress,  his 
entire  conviction  that  the  services  were  spon- 
taneous, patriotic,  and  necessary  to  the  defence, 
of  the  ooontry,  and  ought  to  be  aUowed.  TUa 
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■eotiment  he  has  r^wated,  most  distinotlj  and 
■KMt  Mrawtfy,  three  timely  In  as  many  mMMges 
Id  tiiie  Hoaae.  It  baa  been  reitenited  by  as 
many  oommitteeB  ot  this  Hoose ;  bat  still  the 
•oMect  has  nanr  been  acted  npon  by  Oongress ; 
and  thia  aooonnts  for  the  delay. 

Beftve  I  proceed  to  oonsider  more  particu- 
larly the  weoght  of  this  oonstitational  diffloolty, 
I  will  recur  again  to  the  transactions  of  1814; 
and,  in  connection  with  them,  ask  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  one  or  two  fitcts  to  whioh 
I  have  not  adrerted ;  not  that  I  consider  them 
as  affecting  this  claim,  bnt  that  I  wish  to  pass 
orer  nothing  which,  by  any  one,  can  be  deemed 
important.  In  Jnne,  of  that  year,  troops  were 
ordered  oat  to  defend  the  Navy  Yards  at  Oharles- 
town  and  Partamoath ;  in  Jtuy,  derai  hnndred 
men  were  mustered  into  the  aernoe  of  the 
United  States,  to  struigthen  the  forts:  in  Uie 
aame  month,  ndera  were  ismed  to  the  officers 
ot  miUtia,  to  meet  threatened,  and  to  repel  ao- 
toal  faiTaaioa,  withont  wuting  for  orders  from 
any  one.  On  the  6th  of  Septraiber,  orders  were 
iwoed  to  call  into  the  service  aboat  foar  thon- 
■and  men,  for  the  defence  of  Boston,  and  the 
whole  militia  were  commanded  to  hold  tbem- 
aelres  in  readiness  to  enter  the  service  at  a 
nKRneait*s  warning.  On  the  17th  of  September, 
twelTB  hnndred  m$n  were  mastered  into  the 
aurioe  of  the  Fnited  States,  to  strengthen  the 
forta  in  the  liarbor  of  Boston.  These  measures 
wen  adf^ted  by  the  EzeontilTe  of  the  State,  for 
tiie  genml  deraioe.  On  ttie  5th  September, 
Genttvl  Dearborn  made  a  reqoidtion  mmn  the 
OoTemor  fbr  fimr  thonaand  m  hnndred  troops, 
to  be  diatriboted  along  the  maritime  frontier, 
for  aeftHwast  defence^  The  docnments  do  not 
inform  ns  whether  any  reply  was  made  to  thia 
demand  of  General  Dearborn ;  several  olfjeo- 
tions  appear  to  lie  agunst  it,  and  altbongh  I 
cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  persnaidon  that 
the  opinions  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, whether  well  or  ill-founded,  can  luffeot 
this  claim,  as  I  shall  by  and  by  attempt  to  show, 
yet  I  will  state  snob  oltjeotiona  as  seem  to  me 
to  be  in  any  way  important.  To  show  their 
bearing,  I  mnat  again  recur  to  the  constitution 
ad  the  laws,  f<nr  the  purpose  of  asoertaiidng 
whether  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States  ha£ 
at  this  time,  any  anthori^  to  detach  and  hold 
in  readiness  to  enter  the  public  service,  a  body 
of  militia.  The  law  of  1813,  under  which  the 
tan  thousand  men  were  organized,  had  expired 
1^  ita  own  limitation,  being  confined  in  its  oper- 
ations to  two  years.  The  10,000  men  were, 
therefore,  disbs^uled,  and  no  longer  as  a  detach- 
ment, liable  to  be  called  into  service.  The 
power  of  Congress,  in  rdation  to  the  mOitia,  has 
Dsoally  been  considered  as  divided  into  two 
brancbes :  the  one  has  he&i  exercised  in  pre- 
paratory measures,  saoh  as  detaching  and  or- 
nniaing  a  body  to  be  held  in  readinen  to  enter 
me  service  when  an  exigeni^  shall  ooonr.  This 
is  a  power  whidi  may  bf^  and  ii^  exendsed, 
whan  no  ri^t  raista  to  oall  the  trcwtM  Into  ao- 
tul  aerrice,  and  has  alwayi  been  considered  1^ 
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Oongress  as  distinct  from  the  power  of  actually 
calUng  into  the  service.  It  is  a  pr^aratory 
measure,  as  it  merely  places  troops  in  readinees 
toentwthepnbliosernoe.  Bnt  this  preparatory 
measnre  cannot  be  resorted  to  except  by  an  aot 
of  laudation.  Such  an  oiganized  body  (for  it  is 
a  new  or^ization  of  the  militia)  cannot  be 
created  without  an  aot  of  Congress:  for  no 
power  can  be  exercised  over  tiie  militia  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  under  a  law 
of  Oongress.  At  the  time,  there  was  no  Imt 
authorizing  this  preparatory  organizatioD.  The 
general  law  of  *95  is  silent  upon  this  sabject; 
and  that  it  was  never  designed  to  ^ve  autiiority 
for  snob  a  measure,  we  have  the  repeated  testi- 
mony of  Congress  itself  in  three  special  acta, 
passed  fw  this  ponMse,  since  the  law  of  *96  tus 
been  in  foroe;  one  in  1806,  one  in  18(^  and 
one  at  the  commencement  d  the  war  in  1819. 
In  other  instances,  where  the  measnre  has  been 
attnnpted,  it  was  always  d(me  under  a  special 
act  of  legislation,  and  in  no  othw  way.  Tet, 
notwithstanding  this  want  of  Ic^  provisioUf 
General  ArmstroDg,  then  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1814,  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Exeoative  of  Massachusetts,  imiti-ng  him  to 
unite  with  certain  Executives  of  other  States,  in 
organiang  a  corps  of  98,600  men,  to  be  h^d  in 
readiness  to  enter  the  public  service  when  an 
exigenmr  ahoold  ooonr,  and  refers  to  the  gwieral 
law  of  *90,  for  his  anthority :  and  yet  it  is  ap- 
parent, from  the  tenor  of  the  note  itself,  that 
the  writer  doubted  his  own  anthoritf,  as  he 
does  no^  in  the  osnal  manner,  tonmand  fxe  r&- 
msrs,  bat  iniHte.  If  I  am  right  in  the  positic^ 
I  have  talcen.  General  Armstrong  had  no  au- 
thority to  propose  this  measure,  nor  the  Gov- 
ernor any  authority  to  execute  it :  for  it  does 
not,  in  any  thing,  pursue  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  *05,  nor  can  it  be  oonsidered,  as  has  been 
obswved  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  either  as  an  order  or  a  reqaintion.  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  to  oall  the  militia  into  the  public  service, 
under  the  act  of  '96 :  for  if  that  act  had  been 
puraued,  it  might  have  been  done  by  deta^inff 
orders  from  the  Frendent;  bat  this  was  not 
attempted  nor  designed  to  m  donel^the  Seen- 
tary  of  War.  His  obj»tA  was  tofiwm  a  eorpiL  1^ 
a  new  organization,  unknown  to  any  law  mm 
in  existence,  to  be  hcdd  in  readiness,  to  be  detach- 
ed by  parcels  into  the  public  service,  if  an  exi- 
gency should  occur;  and  this  could  not  be  done. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  that  the  invitatiim 
of  Gen.  Armstrong  rested  upon  no  authority 
except  his  own  wiuiea,  and  that  the  Governor 
could  not  issue  any  order  upon  it,  that  the 
troops  would  have  been  bound  to  obwr,  I  wiU 
now  inquire  what  authority  General  Dearborn 
had  to  make  a  demand  for  4,600  men.  On 
this  point  I  have  no  evidence  except  what  la 
ooDtuned  in  the  printed  doounents.  Itappears, 
however,  to  be  of  a  limited  obaraeter.  W« 
find  ita  character  and  extent  pre^  aomrate^ 
defined  in  a  letter  from  Vi.  lumioe^  Seoretaiy 
of  War,  to  Kr.  Oilea,  nhalrman  <tf  a  oommittae 
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frf  the  Senate,  in  1615.  In  speaking  of  these 
oomm&ndere  of  districta,  he  says,  "ttiese  com- 
mandera  were  spei^y  obar^  with  the  de- 
fence of  their  respective  districts.  It  was 
enjoined  on  them  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemj,  to  commonioate  to  the  Government, 
and  to  ezecate  its  orders  in  anmmoning  to  the 
field,  on  menace  of  Invasion,  sai6hj>ortion$  qf 
the  quotcu  of  the  militia  of  each  Btate,  within 
their  respective  districts,  as  had  been  provided 
tor  hy  act  of  Congress,  and  detailed  by  this 
Department,  as  were  thonght  neoeasaiy.''  Now, 
sir,  there  waa  no  qnota  of  miUtia  provided  for 
hj  any  act  of  Oongrese,  at  the  tune  General, 
Jjrmstrong  gave  his  invitation  to  the  Goremor 
— nor  had  there  been  any  detdliog  orders 
iasned  from  the  Department  of  War,  to  orgaidse 
any  qnota  of  militia.  No  aaoh  body  of  militia 
oonld  exist :  for  there  was  no  act  of  Oongress 
which  aathorized  it.  It  is  plain,  Mr.  Monroe 
here  speaks  of  a  qnota  organized  to  be  held  in 
readiness  to  enter  the  public  service  when  an 
occasion  shonld  occur  for  Uieir  services.  It  is 
alflopliuD  that  Gen.  Dearborn  had  power  to  call 
for  soch  detached  militia,  and  none  other;  and 
as  no  Bach  detachmuit  had,  or  conld,  have  been 
made  onder  any  antborify  of  CJongress,  it  is 
also  plain  that  General  Dearborn  oonld  make  no 
demand  npoa  the  Governor.  HIa  reqnidtion 
was,  therefore,  without  anthcni^,  and  unposed 
no  obligation  of  obedience,  u  I  am  right  in 
^is  view  of  the  subject,  there  oonld  be  no 
wrong  in  disregarding  the  call  of  Gen.  Dearborn. 
This  was  not.,  however,  the  reason  oflfered  by 
the  Ezeontive  for  his  neglect  to  comply  with 
Oen.  D.'s  request.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1814,  he  states,  that,  pursuant  to  a  request  of 
Gen.  Dearborn,  he  had,  in  Jnly  precedlog,  de- 
tached 1,100  militia,  and  placed  tbem  nnder  his 
oommand,  but  such  inconveniences  arose  from 
the  measure,  that  it  could  not  be  Uien  r^ieirted. 

These  oUeotions  and  inoonv^enoes  aroae 
from  the  following  oanaea:  In  the  first  plaoe, 
irith  1,100  men,  making  a  battalion  of  artillery 
and  a  regiment  of  in&ntry,  a  Miqjor  of  artillery 
and  a  Lientenaat-Oolonel  of  in&ntry  only  were 
received  into  the  service,  althoogh  there  were 
at  least  three  battalious.  In  the  second  place, 
these  troops  were,  by  the  lavs  of  Massaohnsetta, 
organized  into  companies  of  64  men  each,  with 
three  officers  to  a  company.  When  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  they  were  or- 
nnized  into  companies  of  100  men  each,  thos 
dismissing  a  portion  of  the  platoon  officers, 
and  deranf^ng  the  whole  system.  In  the  third 
place,  they  were  placed  in  forts,  and,  in  all 
UBtances,  aa  a  oomnrittee  of  this  Hotue  state, 
nnder  oflloera  of  the  United  Btatea,  equal 
grade  with  the  officers  of  the  militia.  Li  some 
<tf  tbese  fb^  say  the  otHumittee,  there  were 
Tory  few  men,  and,  in  some,  none  at  all.  The 
oompl^nta  did  not  arise  from  being  placed 
nnder  the  command  of  officers  of  the  United 
States,  of  equal  rank,  where  snoh  officers  had 
an  aotoal  bona  fide  oommaiKl  of  n^nlar  trooi»; 
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for  this  was  a  precedence  they  were  willing  to 
yield;  bat  they  eompluned  of  being  plaoed 
nnder  offioen  who  had  wtber  only  an  apoloior 
for  a  command,  or  no  command  at  alL  The 
militia,  sir,  have  pride,  and  honor,  and  ambi- 
tion ;  for  they  are  o(Hnposed  of  the  beet  blood 
of  this  oouDtry.  When  measures  are  adopted 
which  humble  that  pride,  which  disregard  that 
honor,  which  crush  that  ambition,  and  declare 
to  them  that  they  are  unfit  for  the  service  to 
which  they  have  been  called,  they  have  Joftt 
cause  of  complaint,  and  will  complun— dis- 
oontent  and  diaaatia&etimi  will  prevail. 

But  it  la  said  that  tb»  oonrae  pnrsned  by  tlw 
Executive  impaired  the  phydad  f<n«e  the 
United  States.  By  tiUs  it  is,  I  aappoee^  meant 
to  allege  that  the  Executive  possessed  and  ei»r- 
cised  an  authority  by  which  he  threw  himself 
between  the  two  govemmenta,  and  prevented 
the  United  States  from  employing  the  militia  in 
their  service.  This  argument  supposes  the 
Governor  to  possess  a  power  which  does  not 
appear  to  be  entrusted  to  him.  It  sappoeea 
that  he  can,  at  his  pleasure,  withhold  the  inihti& 
from  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  no 
remedy,  but  are  dependent  on  his  wilL  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  will  ^ow  tlwt 
the  faot  ia  &r  otherwise ;  that  the  Exeoottves 
(rf  States  have  bat  a  miserable  remnant  of 
authority  over  the  militia,  too  feeble  to 
excite  jealousy;  and  that  this  power  does 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whenever  the  Pre^dent  chooses  to  take  tiie 
militia  into  public  service,  he  can  do  it  in 
defiance  of  the  authority  cv  the  Executive  of 
a  State.  The  law  of  '96  contains  all  the 
important  provisions  upon  this  subject.  It 
enacts  that  the  militia  may  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  oases  of  invasion, 
and  of  imminent  danger  of  invasion ;  and,  for 
this  purpose,  the  President  may  issue  bis  oj^era 
— to  whom  !  Not  to  the  Executive  of  the  State 
—not  to  the  Governor— but  to  onfr  ^i^mt  or 
<tfflcer»  of  the  militia.  It  neither  names  nw 
refers  to  the  Chief  Magistrates  of  States;  nor 
does  it  authorize  any  call  upon  ibein  aa  ttta 
organs  oi  State  sovereignty;  but  s^ves  the 
i^t  of  issuing  <Hrders  to,  and  exerdsing 
power  over,  officers  of  the  militia  only. 

I  will  now  consider,  more  distinctly,  the 
effect  of  the  opinious  and  the  acts  ckF  the  Gov- 
ernor. It  is  Bud,  in  these  documents,  that  the 
dura  conld  not  be  allowed,  because  of  certain 
anti-constitutional  <^inum*  advanced  by  the 
Governor.  It  was  contended  by  the  State, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  claim  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  Governor's  negleot  to  comply 
with  the  order  of  June  22,  1812,  and 
Sqitember  6,  1814:  fiv  it  is  for  services 
rendered  on  sudden  and  presdng  emeigenciee^ 
without  any  special  order  from  either  Govern- 
ment, and  came  dearly  within  a  dass  of  duma 
such  as  bad  been  allowed  to  other  States ;  but 
it  was  objected  that  the  opMtona  fif  the  Execu- 
tive tainted  this  part  of  the  claim  also^  and  it 
has  not  been  allowed. 
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Where  is  the  authority  bv  which  a  State  is 
nade  respondble  for  the  mmiotu  of  its  tMom 
—and  e^tecUallj  of  its  multary  (^oersf  Is  it 
fai  the  ocMutitimoaf  la  it  in  the  laws?  No, 
rir,  it  has  not  eTen  the  aathority  of  precedent. 
The  State  has  a  claim  for  money,  each  as  is  al- 
lowed to  o^r  States,  hot  the  money  is  with- 
held— and  why?  Not  because  it  is  not  doe, 
iHit  as  a  pnnismneDt  for  the  lurretieal  opinions 
vt  an  officer  of  militia.  Oan  this  be  done,  sir  ? 
Can  yon  punish  a  State  for  the  heresy  of  its 
militia  officers?  If  so.  where  is  the  tribonal 
that  oan  pronounce  the  verdict  of  gniltyf 
Where  the  tribonal  that  can  measore  oat  tiie 
gmishmentt    Where  the  anthority  to  in- 

Kow,  rir,  what  does  this  eiaminatiwt  show  ? 
It  shows  mat  the  United  States  declared  war 
agabnt  Groat  Biit^;  that  this  powerful  enemy 
aasuled,  with  his  land  and  naval  forces,  the 
State  of  Maasaohusetts;  that  be  destroyed  her 
oommerce,  plnndered  the  property  of  her  cita- 
lens,  and  invaded  her  territory ;  that  the  State 
was  left  almost  wholly  nndefended  and  unpro- 
tected by  the  United  States ;  that,  under  these 
carcumstanoes,  the  militia  of  the  State  turned 
out,  either  spcmtaneonslr,  or  by  order  of 
State  anthority,  and  repelled  the  foe,  and  saved 
the  State  from  dishonor;  that  most  of  these 
services  have,  in  repeated  messages  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  this  House,  been  declu^d  to  be  pa- 
triotic, and  indispensably  neoeesaiy  to  the  de- 
tmot  the  country,  and  have  also  had  the 
nan  testimony  in  thdr  &vor  from  eveiy  com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  whom  th^  have  bera 
referred;  tfaat  other  States  have. been  allowed 
for  like  services,  while  the  whole  <^  this  dum 
has  been  refused. 

And  now,  sir,  who  is  it  that  demands  reim- 
bursement? It  is  not  a  party  to  this  contro- 
versj,  which  took  place  eleven  years  ago ;  it  is 
not  a  disobedient  militia  officer  who  makes  the 
demand.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  people  of  Massacbu- 
settSt  who  had  nothing,  and  could  have  had 
ncrthiog  to  do  with  the  contest  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Governor,  as  a  militia 
officer.  It  is  the  people  of  t^t  ancient  State, 
which  oecnineB  one  oi  the  bri^test  pages  in 
tiM  history  m  this  nirfifm;  it  Is  the  pet^le,  who 
have  ponred  oat  thehr  blood,  and  thdr  treasure, 
in  ^renoe  of  the  United  States;  and  shall  they 
be  made  the  victim  of  a  selBsh  policy  ?  Shall 
th^  be  told,  that  they  stand  respoDsible  for 
the  c^^ons  and  neglect  of  militia  officers,  with 
whose  ocmduct  the  State  bad  no  connection? 
Jm  tUs  the  manner  in  which  the  constitution  is 
to  receive  oonstmction?  Is  a  member  of  this 
Ooofederacy  to  be  fined  for  constitutional  her- 
esy? It  is  now  the  fashion  to  miuotain  State 
r^ts,  State  independence,  and  State  prert^a- 
tives.  I  r^oice  uiat  the  day  has  come  which 
retnniB  this  doctrine  upon  OS :  for,  tomymind, 
no  axiomf  no  pditioat  truth  is  more  obvious, 
tiun  that  the  permanoioe  and  stalnlity  of  our 
instibitionfl  depend  vpon  a  free  exerdae  ftf  all 
tbe  ri^  merved  to  the  States. 


[H.  OF  R. 

iii.  HoTOTON  next  took  the  floor,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bllL  He  s^  bis  intention  in  rising, 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  to  take  a  summary 
view  of  the  ground  on  which  the  dwmctf  Haa* 
saohusetts  rests. 

I  am,  s^d  Mr.  H.,  decidedly  opposed  to  an 
allowance  of  any  portion  of  the  claim  now  un- 
der discossion.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
bis  seat,  (Mr.  Davis.)  I  assure  the  committee, 
that  the  objections  which  I  entertain  on  this 
occasion,  are  based  upon  principle,  and  not  from 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  title  commnnity 
who  have  advance  this  clum.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Massachusetts  has  told  us,  that  this 
claim  rests  upon  jast  and  equitable  grounds; 
and  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  doctrines 
entertained  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
it  is  xmiair  to  mulct  a  commoiU^  for  the  acts 
done  only  in  defance  of  State  rights.  Now» 
I  insist,  if  the  demand  isinst,  it  should  be  pmd. 
AH  I  ask,  before  tiiis  House  proceeds  to  pay 
that  claim,  ia  that  they  will  ^ve  it  a  ftdl  and 
fair  examination.  It  has  l>een  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  give  a 
decision  upon  the  claim  at  some  pniod.  Ihope 
that  period  has  now  arrived. 

The  claim  is  founded  on  services  performed 
by  the  troops  of'  Massachusetts  during  the  last 
war.  It  cannot,  surely,  be  ni^ed,  uiat  these 
services  were  perform^  under  the  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  are  the  fiuits?  In 
June,  I81S,  a  cirmlar  was  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  with  a  requintion  for  th^  ro- 
spectdve  quotas  of  militia,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness when  called  for  by  the  emergencies  grow- 
ing ont  of  a  state  of  war.  The  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
waived  a  compliance  with  the  order.  His  plea 
was,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bad  no  authority  to  make  BOGb.  requisition,  as 
no  emergency  then  existed,  which,  by  the  con- 
stitution, gave  bim  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  the  several  States.  And  the  Govern- 
or further  added,  that,  to  this  effect,  he  waa 
advised,  by  the  Jndges  c£  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Massacliuaetts,  and  by  his  Gouncil.  Some 
of  the  oitizois  m  tjmt  State  were  wUling  to 
embark  in  the  service  (rf  the  United  States,  but 
were  precluded  from  so  doing  by  the  want  of 
arms.  The  Governor  says  he  Issaed  arms  to 
some,  hot  not  to  others.  It  was  determined  by 
the  General  Government  to  call  ont  the  militia 
under  officers  appointed  to  the  different  depart- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the 
defence  of  their  own  coast.  The  regulations 
of  the  Government,  at  that  time,  fixing  the 
rank  of  officers,  was  so  arranged,  tbat,  when- 
ever an  officer  of  tbe  militia  diould  be  called 
ont,  to  act  with  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  oi 
the  United  Statu,  that  the  latter  should  take 
nmk  of  the  fimner.  Hiis  rule  obtained  from 
the  hi^est  to  the  lowest  grades  of  the  army. 
Bnt  it  never  was  pretended,  that  the  militift 
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offioen  of  superior  grade  should  be  subject  to 
&e  immediate  orders  (rf  the  United  States  offi- 
cers of  inferior  rank.  When,  for  instonoe,  a 
Kajor-General  of  the  militia  was  serving  with  a 
Ifajor-Geoeral  of  the  United  States  anoy,  the 
Hajor-General  of  the  regular  armj  DeceasarilT 
took  rank  of  that  of  the  militia.  Bnt,  if  a  Ool- 
onel  of  the  United  States  service,  in  command 
of  his  regiment,  was  co-operating  with  a  Bri- 
gadier-General of  militia,  the  General  would, 
necoBsarily,  take  his  rank  and  oommand. 
Therefore  the  measure  was  objected  to,  mora 
on  acooont  of  tta  substance  than  any  notions  of 
Hinitt  or  etiquette.  I  am  authorized  to  aaj  so, 
hy  the  docomeots  which  have  been  exhitatcd 
in  support  of  this  olaim.  Bnt,  it  is  siudj  that 
two  objections  were  urged  to  the  requisition; 
that  one  hundred  and  forty-one  oompanies, 
which  were  to  be  detached,  were  sufficient  to 
constitute  one  or  more  divinoDS,  and  that  no 
general  officer  from  the  State  was  to  be  called 
out  and  placed  in  command. 

Bat,  Mr.  Ohurman,  where  was  the  necessity 
for  the  detul  of  a  Mf^ur-Generall  An  officer 
of  the  General  Government  was  already  there, 
in  oommand  of  the  disbiot,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
oompanies  should  be  consolidated.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  the  objection  might  have  been 
oi^^  with  putusibility  at  least.  The  detidl  of 
a  general  officer  would  then  have  been  proper. 
But  anoh  was  not  the  fact.  These  oompaideB 
were  to  t>e  detached  to  different  places.  Some 
were  intended  to  man  the  forts^thers  to  guard 
the  coast  at  different  poiuta.  What  need  was 
there  then,  of  a  general  Officer,  when  a  com- 
manding officer  of  the  district  was  responsible 
for  its  defence?  It  was  not  designed,  by  tlie 
General  Government,  to  station,  at  any  one 
point,  more  tlian  one  re^ment,  constituting  a 
oommand  for  a  colonel,  and  not  more.  We  are 
told,  by  the  Governor,  that  the  troops  of  Bos- 
ton were  already  in  a  state  of  prepdu^on  for 
defence,  and  that,  in  bLx  honrs,  they  oonld  be 
nuTohed  from  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
that  farther  preparation  was  not  considered 
necessary.  Sir,  if  the  objection  rested  on  this 
little  point  of  etiquette  alone,  it  lasted  too  long, 
and  was  of  too  serious  moment.  It  may  be 
urged  that  the  consideration  for  pride  of  rank 
should  weigh  much  on  this  occasion.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  the  gentieman  all  that  he 
can  justly  deiband  in  behalf  of  military  pride. 
Bat,  sir,  then  was  no  groond  famished  for  the 
exercise  of  this  pride,  under  the  drcamstances 
of  the  requLsitiou  made.  Was  it  ever  attempt- 
ed, during  the  war,  to  separate  the  men  fhnn 
their  immediate  officers?  To  detach  the  oi^ 
tains  from  their  oompanies?  To  place  these 
oompanies,  subject  to  the  command  of  a  cap- 
tain, in  the  regular  army?  Booh  a  measure 
was  never  attempted^  or  even  thought  of. 
There  was  no  real  or  miplied  infHngement  on 
the  rights  of  the  militia. 

The  militia  of  Maasaohosetts  were  called  out 
to  defend  thor  own  frontier.  No  order  has 
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ever  come  under  my  view,  direcdi^  tiiem  to 
be  mardied  to  the  frontiw  of  the  tTnited  State^ 
or  to  defend  the  territory  ctf  other  States.  If 
Haasachosetta  was  really  dispoeed  to  co-operate 
in  the  defence  of  the  country,  whj  did  she  not 
defend  her  own  borders?   Bnt  it  seems,  from 
the  oommnnioation  of  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
diosetts  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Nova  Scotia,  actoated,  no  doubt,  by 
the  amiability  of  his  charactw,  had  interdicted 
any  invasiw  of  the  borders  of  Kew  Enriand. 
Was  the  prooUmation  of  Hie  Govemw  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  be  regarded,  and  an  order  from  the 
Govemmeot  of  the  United  States  to  be  disre- 
garded?  Had  not  war  been  declared  agunrt 
Great  Britian,  by  the  oonstitational  authorities 
of  this  coxmtary  I   Was  not  that  declaration  a 
solemn  law?   Was  it  not  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land?   Did  it  extend  to  all  the  States,  <»■ 
only  to  a  few  of  them  ?   Must  a  spe<»al  law  be 
pa^ed,  expressly  declaring  that  ifassaohusetts 
shall  defend  its  borders?   Sir,  that  declaration 
of  war  struck  a  panic  through  England,  and 
its  dependencies.  Bat  Uassachusetta  was  not 
to  be  affected  by  it.   That  declaration  was  to 
be  met  by  the  Governor  d  ICasaaohnsett^  d*> 
daring  that  the  pet^le  were  not  willing  to  be 
drawn  from  their  homes,  and  to  rally  on  the 
brardOT  before  an  enemy  t^iproaohed.  Coold 
the  order  be  really  understood  in  this  way  by 
tiie  Governor?   No,  sir.   It  was  only  an  order 
that  the  militia  should  be  dstaeh«d,  and  held  in 
requisition.   But  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "detached?  "   It  is,  that  a  regular  detail 
shonld  be  made,  oonstitnting  a  certain  body,  to 
fill  the  quota  proper  to  be  famished  by  each 
State,  in  order  that  the  men  may  know  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  deagnated  to  march, 
when  orders  to  that  effect  are  ^ven.  The  de- 
tail itself  u  not  an  order  to  marehj  iut  only  a 
not^ioation  to  tfum  xoho  are  to  ie  in  roadinm. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  of  yielding  the  etiquette 
of  military  rank,  I  can  refn>  to  the  most  illaa* 
trioQS  example:  An  individual,  who  has  bees 
charged  with  high-handed  and  overbearing 
measures — ^who  has  i>een  erroneously  charged 
with  the  violation  of  the  constitation  of  his 
ooimtry — ^who  yielded  this  point  of  military 
etiquette,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  In  the 
regulations  of  the  army.  When  the  militia  of 
Tennessee,  under  the  oonunand  of  General 
Jackson,  formed  a  jonotion  with  the  troops  of 
Geoi^a,  under  the  oommand  of  General  Pmok- 
ney,  in  the  Creek  nation.  General  Jaoksut  was 
in  command  of  a  viotonoos  army.  His  com- 
mission was  of  a  date  prior  to  tlut  ot  Gweral 
Flnokney,andof  eqnalrank.  They  were  m^r- 
generals— J aokson  of  the  militia — ^I^ckney  of 
the  regular  army.  Did  General  Jackson  squab- 
ble about  military  etiquette?  Ho,  ur.  Though 
tiie  laurels  of  victory  Inxariated  on  his  brow, 
and  he  was  the  chief  of  many  battles,  without 
a  word  he  recognized  the  order  of  General 
Pinckney,  and  obeyed  his  command.  He 
sheathed  that  sword,  so  often  drawn  in  his 
ooantry*8  oaoac,  and  never  drawn  in  vain. 
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retnmed  home,  aoeonipftiii«d  bj  his  brave  fol- 
knrers,  and  mcob  the  thanks  of  a  gratefol  conn- 
try.  Was  he  d^adedf  He  submitted  to  the 
hnrs  of  his  oomib? — ^he  hadno  somites  <rf  mil- 
Itary  etiquette.  But,  it  is  said,  in  the  case  of 
MawwfihoaettiL  that  there  was  no  law  for  this 
requBitaon-^that  the  order  was  a  reguett^  and 
■Dt  a  law.  &r,  I  ask  agUn,  Was  not  the  decla- 
ration of  war  a  law!  Was  the  State  of  Uassa- 
ehusetts  an  exception  to  the  operation  of  that 
law  I  Was  it  a  partial  law  ?  Or  was  It  intend- 
ad  to  be  general  in  its  operation!  . 

But  we  are  told,  that  all  the  regular  troops  in 
Ibfisachnaetts  were  mutrhed  to  the  noruiem 
frmtier.   If  so,  were  they  not  marched  where 
they  were  most  needed!    The  militia  were 
safficient  for  the  purposes  of  State  defence. 
Ibat  State  was  filled  with  a  dense  p^ulatioo, 
and  the  invadon  of  an  oiemy  oonld,  at  any 
tfane,  be  redated  without  difficm^,  where  incli- 
nation was  not  wanting.  But,  while  so  much 
WHQplaint  is  made,  that  the  revnUr  troops  were 
marf^Mwl  awi^,  it  is  not  amiss  to  ask,  what 
steps  were  taken  to  increase  the  regular  troops, 
by  the  reomfting  service  ?   Sir,  what  was  the 
language  hdd  in  relation  to  that  SMrice,  in  Has- 
la^usette,  at  that  time?  Did  the  recruiting  offi- 
een  of  the  anny  meet  with  no  obstmctionsf 
Tas  not  the  r^mar  service  entirely  discouraged  ? 
Did  not  the  civil  authority  expressly  interfere  to 
prevent  its  success?   And  did  not  andher  au- 
thori^  lend  its  aid  to  the  discouragement  ? 
The  gentleman  says,  that  the  Governor  did 
to  reAise  obedience  to  the  President's  oir> 
;  that  the  General  Government  had  no 
aathoiity  to  issue  snch  an  order ;  that  the  law 
of  1795  gave  anthority  to  the  Prendent  only  to 
call  upon  the  militia  ofiScers  of  the  several 
States ;  that  the  law  does  not  name  the  Gov- 
mtar^  but  onl^  the  militia  officers.    This  is 
true.   But  I  will  show  you  that  the  law  of  *96 
was  fiuilty  in  this  respect   It  ought  to  have 
named  the  Governor.   The  expression  of  tiie 
law  should  have  been  more  taH.   Bat,  still  I 
isk  you,  how  you  will  separate  the  Governor 
ftom  the  militia  officers  of  a  State,  when  be  is 
himself  ex  officio,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  nulitia  of  that  State  ?   Is  it  not  true,  that 
the  civil  and  military  ftanotioos  are  both  united 
k  himt  Then,  I  am  unable  to  perc^ve  the 
dirtinotion  between  a  militia  officer  and  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  militia.   And,  I  say. 
It  would  be  irregular,  in  the  General  Govem- 
Bwnt,  to  issue  an  (Hiler  to  any  subordinate  offi- 
ev,  without  that  order  first  passing  through 
the  commander-in-chief.    All  regular  dotws 
of  troops  from  a  State,  most  be  made  through 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  by  the  officers  of 
the  General  Government,  nmess  in  extreme 
oases.   If  this  rule  be  disregarded,  there  will 
be  no  medium  at  which  to  stop,  between  a 
Governor  of  a  State  and  a  corporal  of  a  squad. 
The  Governor  has  the  roster  of  liis  general  offi- 
Mn,  and  caa,  wUJi  regnlafi^,  and  ftdlity, 
naeh  tiie  lowest  det^  of  his  cfmunand. 
Bo^  it  baa  beea  emphatjoaUy  asked,  where 
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is  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  thrust  himself 
between  the  physical  power  of  the  State  and 
that  of  the  General  Government !  Sir,  I  ask 
the  same  question.  I  want  to  find  this  power 
as  much  as  the  gentleman  does.  I  believe  there 
is  hot  one  jovoedeiit  for  It^  and  that  is  in  the 
casettftheGorenKHroflfassaohnsetts.  Did  not 
the  Governor  of  Massaohnsetts  do  every  thing 
to  resist  the  power  of  the  General  Government! 
Did  not  Governor  Strong  interpose  himself  be* 
tween  the  G^eral  Government  and  the  people 
of  his  own  State  f  I  say  he  did.  And,  whether 
this  was  physical  or  moral  resistance,  it  had 
the  effect  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  the  General 
Government  to  a  certtun  extent.  Did  he  not 
call  upon  his  judges  to  sustain  him  in  his  posi- 
tion of  neutrality  which  he  had  taken  ?  Sir,  I 
do  not  implicate,  in  his  conduct,  the  whole  of 
that  respectable  State.  I  am  well  aware  that 
there  were  some  men  who  did  mnoh,  and  would 
^adly  have  done  more.  It  Is  not  my  wish  to 
aen^e  the  people  of  that  State.  Ae  ruling 
politicians  of  that  day  are  responsible  to  the 
American  people.  My  information  respecting 
this  case,  I  have  obt^ed  ttom  docnmentary 
evidence.  From  the  documents,  I  find,  that  the 
Governor  issued  his  orders  to  the  Le^alature  of 
tiiat  State,  to  take  no  part  in  this  *'  unhallowed 
war."  The  Legislatore  re^nded  to  that  senti- 
ment, and  directed  the  militia  to  remain  at 
home.   Sir,  this  was  done  in  1814. 

If  the  Governor,  in  all  this,  bad  acted  un- 
knowingly, I  could  find  an  excuse  for  him.  If 
his  errors  had  been  those  of  omisuon  only,  the 
goilt  would  have  be«i  lees;  and,  if  it  were  tm& 
that  the  Governor  alone  had  erred,  I  should 
then  say  that  the  St^  of  Massachusetts  on^t 
not  to  be  prejudiced.  But  i£  on  the  contruy, 
it  be  a  iac%  that  what  he  (ud  was  d(me  with 
his  eyes  open,  that  his  errors  were  those,  not 
of  omission  omy,  but  of  commission  also ;  and, 
in  his  studied  course  of  resistance  to  the  United 
States,  he  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  in  that  re- 
^ABtanoe — while  a  war  was  raging,  and  a  savage 
enemy  laying  waste  our  country,  burning  and 
destroying  our  towns  and  villages,  a  Governor 
thus  acting,  fonnd  a  regular  acoes^on  of  strength 
and  support  from  the  people  over  whom  he 

E resided ; — then,  I  say,  that  people  is  resprad- 
le.  The  people  of  that  State  came  again  to 
the  polls ;  they  had  opportunity  then  to  place 
a  veto  on  his  conduct.  Did  Uiey  do  so  ?  la 
there  any  thing  like  a  shadow  of  disapproba- 
tion? No,  rir.  They  approved  bis  course, 
they  sustained  his  principles.  He  was  re- 
ele^ed  by  increased  m^}orities.  They  hailed 
his  re-election  with  acclamations.  Their  Legis* 
lature  rendered  solemn  thanks  to  Heaven  for 
his  re-election.  And,  now,  sir,  what  is  asked 
of  this  Congress?  To  pay  for  services  rendered 
by  troops  whose  services  had  not  met  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution. 

We  find  that  assuranoee  had  been  given  to 
the  Governor  i^Uiat  State,  that,  if  the  reqni* 
aitirau  ci  tin  General  Government  wa«  not 
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complied  with,  that  *'  the  measarea  which  may 
be  adopted  by  a  State  Government,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  State,  mast  be  considered  its  own 
measar^s,  and  not  those  of  the  United  States. 
The  expenses  attending  them  are  chargeable  to 
the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States.  Yoar 
Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  different  con- 
■tmction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
and,  as  it  is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicioas 
conseqaences."  Yet  we  find  his  Excellency 
prepared  to  risk  the  consequences;  and  it  is 
but  fit  tbat  the  State  should  now  be  answerable 
for  them.  Look  at  the  subseqaent  conduct  of 
this  same  Governor.  On  the  ground  of  this 
federal  assurance,  troops  were  placed,  by  com- 
promise, under  the  officers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, They  refused  obedienoe  to  tlielr  offi- 
cers, and  Uie  compromise  was  dinolred.  There 
were  tiben  bat  few  regular  tnxHW  in  that  State. 
The  situation  of  the  norUiem  frontier  required 
their  presence,  and  that  became  their  destina- 
tion. In  Uassachosetts  we  find  there  was 
a  great  reverence  entertuned  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country.  The  State  authorities 
would  not  permit  ^eir  troops  to  step  beyond 
the  lines  of  the  State.  Tet  we  are  called  upon 
to  pay  these  troops  for  services  rendered  to  the 
United  States  in  the  last  war.  And  pray,  sir, 
how  long  did  they  serve !  Information  on  this 
point  is  very  vagae  and  indefinite.  Some  for 
"  nearly  three  month*  "—some  for  two  weeks, 
and  others  for  two  days.  But,  sir,  we  are  asr 
aured,  and  with  much  gravity,  too,  that  Govern- 
or Strong,  in  all  this  matter,  had  no  "  desire 
to  embarrass  the  General  Government."  On 
this  point  I  may  safely  leave  all  to  judge  for 
themselves.  But,  sir,  what  says  Massachusetts 
herself  on  this  point  ?  Hear  the  address  of 
Governor  Eustis  to  the  Legislature,  in  the  Hay 
cession  of  1823.  In  addres^ng  the  Legislature, 
teaching  this  claim,  he  says :  '*  The  long-con- 
tinued opposition  to  the  Federal  Government, 
more  especially  the  measures  pursued  in  this 
State,  during  the  eventful  and  critical  period 
of  the  late  war — the  withholding  from  the  Gov- 
ernment the  constitutional  means  of  defenoe — 
the  'paralydng  infloenoe  exerdsed  over  the 
agents  of  that  Oovernment^  which  occasioned 
double  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasnre,  while  the 
citizens  of  other  States  were  exercinng  their 
utmost  energies  against  a  common  enemy;  and, 
when  a  gallant  army  and  navy  were  covering 
themselves  with  glory,  and  retrieving,  and  es- 
tablishing, on  an  imperishable  basis,  the  na- 
tional character,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  land, 
must  ever  be  regretted."  And  again,  sir,  when 
referring  to  the  same  subject  in  the  continuation 
of  the  same  address — "  The  rising  generation 
who  could  have  had  no  agency  in  this  ditdoyal 
coarse,  appear  to  have  taken  an  honorable  and 
earnest  interest  in  its  disavowaL"  To  tiiese 
aentiments  we  find  both  branches  of  the  State 
L^^ature  of  Hassachnsetta  responding. 

fir.  Ohairman,  if  Massachusetts  had,  with  a 
proper  feeling  of  what  was  due  to  herself  and 
.the  conntiy,  acted  as  the  exigencies  of  lite 
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times  demanded  from  her,  as  a  leading  State  in 
tliis  Confederacy,  I  wonld  freely  vote  for  re- 
muneration. My  language  would  be,  this 
debt,  if  it  sweat  the  last  dollar  from  our  Treaa* 
nry.  If  the  oudm  is  jnst,  it  ought,  of  right,  to 
be,  and  must  be  paid.  Hot  the  services  for 
which  we  are  asked  to  payt  were  not  rendered 
in  accordance  with  tha  oon^tntion,  and  those 
which  were  rendered  were  ineffident,  and  com- 
paratively of  no  value. 

Mr.  Churman,  what  is  the  motive  for  so 
great  a  change  in  sentiment  as  that  expressed 
in  the  message  of  Governor  Eustis  f  I  will  not 
say  it  is  the  love  of  gain  and  lucre.  I  had 
rather  believe  it  is  an  honest  revolution  in  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  that,  should  another  crius  ar- 
rive, the  people  of  Massaohuaetts  wonld  join 
the  country  and  support  the  Gkirermaent  in 
asserting  and  defaaolng  the  i^ts  of  both. 
But  tins  18  no  a^ument  that  'Oongress  must 
pay  them  for  their  good  determinatitms  in  ad- 
vance. The  people  of  Ifassachusetts,  like  the 
people  of  imy  other  State,  can  clidm  from  this 
Government  only  what  they  have  deserved. 

But  we  are  told  that  many  of  these  militia 
were  ardent  patriots  and  good  democrats.  Sir, 
I  stand  here  to  do  justice,  and  not  to  distribute 
alms.  My  resistance  to  this  clfum  is  a  matter 
of  principle,  and,  unless  I  can  be  convinced 
that  the  claim  itself  is  jnst,  I  never  can  allow 
it  to  the  claimant,  whosoever  they  may  be. 

What  was  onr  utnation,  Mr.  Ohurman,  when 
Massachusetts  thought  fit  to  resist  the  anthor- 
ity  of  the  General  Government?  Onr  north 
em  frontier  was  bleeding  at  every  pore ;  our 
armies  were  reduced  to  skeletons ;  our  Atlan 
tic  coast  was  bound  in  blockade  by  the  enemy's 
ships ;  fieets  hovered  in  sight  of  our  seaports; 
our  southern  frontier  was  drenched  in  blood ; 
a  savage  enemy  had  invaded  our  northwestern 
borders ;  the  conflagration  of  our  frontier  ham- 
lets procliumed  the  approach  of  an  Indian  ene- 
my ;  the  murderous  tomahawk  was  raised  on  . 
high ;  the  savage  arm  was  upheld  by  British 
influence ;  the  scalping-knife  received  a  keenw 
edge  from  the  gilded  hope  of  British  gold; 
and  in^soriminate  slaughter  of  eyeiy  age  and 
sex  closed  the  scene  of  our  suffering  frtmtiers: 
our  finances  were  exhausted,  onr  credit  de* 
stroyed,  and  hope  a  stranger  in  the  land ;  de- 
spair was  marked  in  every  face,  and  each 
patriot  countenance,  as  it  anxiously  gazed  on 
the  paaser-by,  exclfumed,  What  shall  we  do 
to  be  saved  ?  "  Convulsions  shook  Uie  very 
foundation  of  our  Government  Sir,  at  that 
time,  did  not  Massachusetts  appoint  commis- 
sioners or  agents  to  wfut  npon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  inform  liim  that  it  was 
time  he  should  surrender  his  power  into  other 
hands  ?  It  is  not  my  design,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
cast  reflections  on  the  character  of  these  mia- 

fuided  people,  whose  zeal  and  oouraee,  mii- 
irected  by  thnr  Oovemor,  were  turned  against 
their  own  Government,  instead  of  the  invaders 
of  their  country.  Sir,  I  know  the  primitiv* 
character  of  MasBaohnaetts.    I  have  not  ts> 
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iDtten  Lexington.  All  ninst  remember  Biin- 
ier's  HQL  Boston,  too,  was  one  of  the  cradles 
of  our  RerolntJon.  I  am  not  nnmindfol  of  the 
deeds  of  their  fathers — ^immortal  deeds,  which 
ihed  a  halo  around  their  national  character  I 
.  I  will  now  refer  jon  to  the  speech  of  Got- 
eroor  Strong,  delivered  to  the  L^slature  of 
Masaacliiisetta,  on  the  86th  of  Hay.  1813.  In 
adverting  to  the  state  of  oqt  oonntrj,  he  says, 
in  a  part  of  lus  speech,  speaking  of  bis  re-elec- 
tion  to  offioO)  "  their  (the  people's)  approbation 
of  my  conduct  the  last  year,  is  peculiarly  grate- 
fnl,  as  it  leads  me  to  hope  that  my  services  in 
the  year  to  come  will  be  considered  with  the 
same  indulgence."  Throughont  the  whole  of 
that  address  we  find  bnt  one  sentiment  ex- 
pressed, and  that  sentiment  in  opposition  to  the 
war.  The  I^egislature,  in  their  response  to  the 
Governor's  fipeech,  indulged  in  animadversions 
of  the  most  abnsive  character,  towards  the 
General  Government.  Was  this  what  ought  to 
have  been  expected  from  the  people  of  Uiat 
State  8  Was  wU  reflistanoe  to  the  meuoj  wor- 
thy of  the  remuneration  at  Oongressf  Ko, 
A;  the  oommon  feelings  which  mnd  men  to 
tiidr  countrymen,  to  thw  freedom,  and  to  their 
independence,  seem,  in  this  instance,  to  have 
been  qnenohra  by  t3ie  remorseless  influence  of 
ptrtj  heat.  The  enemy,  with  their  fleet,  had 
entered  the  Chesapeake  before  this  period — the 
people  of  Massachusetts  expressed  no  concern 
Tor  that  event.  Frenchtown  had  been  laid  in 
ashes — ^were  the  people  of  Massachusetts  awak- 
ened to  sympathy  ?  Havre  de  Grace  had  pre- 
lented  scenes  of  the  most  appalling  character — 
were  the  people  of  Massachusetts  roused  f 
Snrely  some  hints  of  invasion  had  been  given ; 
moocason  tracks  were  in  the  path ;  the  rifle  and 
tomabaTk  of  the  Indian  {Reamed  among  the 
treea ;  the  knife  was  stcuned  with  the  blood  of 
tlidr  own  relatives:  yet  Massachusetts  alone 
was  that  qteek  of  earth,  in  the  United  States, 
wlkere  no  indignant  feeling  glowed — no  tear  of 
sympathy  was  shed — no  blush  for  the  wonnded 
honor  of  onr  country  mantled  on  their  states- 
men's oheek. 

Kow,  sir,  I  ask,  can  this  committee,  with  all 
tiiteee  facts  staring  them  in  the  face,  say,  that 
HassaichusettB  is  entitled  to  the  allowance  of 
tiiis  clium  f  To  whom  is  it  to  be  paid !  Not 
even  to  the  men  wlio  served  "almost  three 
months."  Ko,  sir.  Those  men  have  been  paid 
loag  anoe.  It  is  the  StaU  of  Massachusetts 
tiiat  n^es  this  claim,  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
The  Governor  and  the  I^islatnre  were  respon- 
dble  to  these  troops.  The  individuals  cannot 
suffer.  The  qnestion  now,  therefore,  is  be- 
tween the  State  authorities  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  give  them  any  thing,  it  must  be 
only  for  their  &thers'  sakes,  and  the  immortal- 
ity of  their  &ther8  nieaks  better  things  than 
the  blood  of  Abel.  Against  whom  was  all  the 
resistance  of  Massachusetts  displayed?  (and 
they  resisted  manfhily)  was  it  against  a  foreign 
•nemy  ?  or  was  it  against  the  GoTemment  of 
the  United  States?  Wbose  blood  was  it  that 
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they  were  most  ready  to  shed  ?  For  the  lan- 
guage held  by  Massachasetts  at  that  day,  in  re- 
monstrances of  the  people  to  the  Legislature, 
(and  by  it  .deemed  appealing  and  pathetic,) 
was,  that  they  would  "  resist  even  unto  blood." 
This  language  was  not  applied  to  the  invaders 
of  this  country.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the 
friends  of  this  bill,  that  my  objections  to  this 
daim  are  founded  in  principle. 

I  know  that  the  rising  generation  in  Massa- 
chusetts have  become  supporters  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  declarations  of  the  Governor 
and  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  But  are 
we  to  pay  the  claim  because  they  will  be  dati- 
tal  hereafter  t  Will  it  be  said  that  the  General 
Government  ought  to  have  taken  steps  to  put 
an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things  ?  If  steps,  at 
the  necessary  crisis,  had  been  taken — ^if  officers 
had  been  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts— ^the  state  of  feeling  there  was  so  violent, 
in  resistance  to  the  General  Government,  that 
your  officers  would  have  been  cmcified.  Did 
not  the  anthoritiea  of  that  State  tell  the  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States,  that  he  was  no  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  ?  tbat  he  was  unfit  for 
his  station,  and  that  he  must  sorrender  up  his 
power  ?  Under  these  circumstances,  would  it 
nave  been  proper  for  the  General  Government 
to  have  invaded  Massachusetts,  by  the  march 
of  an  army,  if  we  had  had  troops  to  spare  on 
such  an  enterprise?  Were  not  that  people  pre- 
pared to  '*  resist  unto  blood  ? " 

On  the  9th  of  October,  twelve  delegates 
were  appointed  by  the  LegiEdatnre  to  attend  the 
Convention  which  was  to  meet  at  Hartford. 
The  convention  met,  deliberated,  and  reported 
their  proceedings  at  Hartford,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Legislature  of  tfassachnsetts,  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1816,  by  resolution  of 
that  body.  The  Governor  was  authorized  to 
wpoint  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  tiie  purpose  of  carrying  into 
efiect  the  objects  of  this  convention. 

Their  diabolical  plans  were  not  exeonted. 
Higher  destinies  awuted  tbis  country.  Peace 
was  restored ;  the  Union  was  preserved.  Dur- 
ing tiiis  periM,  the  8th  of  January,  so  memora- 
ble in  onr  history,  had  been  inscribed  in  the 
calendar  of  our  national  days — tbat  day  which 
had  so  happily  illustrated  our  national  charac- 
ter. Tis  uie  brightest  and  proudest  day  which 
this  county  has  witnessed  within  nearly  half  a 
century.  But,  sir,  I  will  not-^^j  I  cannot^ 
utter  uie  feelings  which  I  cherish  m  the  recol- 
lection of  tbat  day.  It  beggared  the  annals  of 
the  worid,  in  the  brilliancy  of  its  achievemeuts. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  every  American  as 
glorious  to  this  country,  and  incalculable  in  its 
results.  Can  this  committee,  with  all  these 
circumstances  placed  before  them,  say  that  this 
claim  shall  be  paid? 

But,  we  are  told,  that  the  good  people  ought 
not  to  be  mulcted  for  the  conduct  of  tiieir  ofll- 
cere.  Their  officers  were  of  their  own  crea- 
tion. They  were  re-elected  by  a  mqority  of 
ttie  State,  with  a  knowledge  that  their  p<ditioa 
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were  at  war  with  the  natioD's  safety.  The  in- 
diTidaals  have  been  paid.  The  State,  in  its 
character,  resisted  the  power  of  the  Greneral 
Government  Now,  it  is  the  business  of  that 
Government  to  witUiold  &om  Kaasachnsetts  a 
Bum  to  which  she  has  no  rightL  no  ckim,  in  law 
or  equity.  In  fotore  we  flhall  have  no  more 
talk  about  consoriptionB.  Let  the  Governor, 
the  Legislatnrej  and  eome  of  those  eloqnent 
leaders  whose  mfluence  was  bo  great  at  that 
day,  oompromiBe  tMs  matter  with  their  own 
people.  They  will  not  a&iin,  at  a  period  so 
momentous,  impede  the  General  Government 
in  its  nmrc^  against  foreign  aggression.  Let 
Hossachnsetts  learn  to  feel  and  oo-operate  with 
her  Bister  States.  Let  her,  herea^r,  make 
common  oanse  in  defaice  of  our  republican  in- 
■dtnUons,  and  no  difficnlties  can  arise  in  the 
payment  of  her  troops.  The  war  in  which  she 
refused  to  oo-operate,  was  a  war  for  maritime 
^chta  and  the  intereata  of  oommeroe.  We  are 
told  that  Massaohnsetts  has  mz  hundred  miles 
of  seaboard.  She  has  her  shiM  and  her  sidl- 
ors,  whilst  other  States  of  tlie  Union  have  nei- 
ther. The  war  grew  ont  (tf  the  interests  of 
the  States  bordering  on  the  AtlaoUo.  In  the 
monntains  we  were  safe,  secnre  in  our  fast^ 
nesses :  the  enemy  could  not  approach  us.  Did 
we  wut  nntil  the  enemy  invaded  our  firerades? 
No  1  But  when  the  New  England  States  suf- 
fered by  outrages,  committed  on  her  citizens 
and  her  oommeroe,  national  pride  swelled  in 
onr  bosoms.  We  had  not  our  brothers  and 
sons  impressed  by  the  enemy:  The  mountains  of 
the  West  intrenched  ns.  We,  too,  oonld  have 
objected,  on  the  ground  of  ocmsUtotloual  scru- 
ples, to  a  partici[wtion  in  that  war.  It  was  not 
done.  The  limits  of  the  continent  woe  not 
too  broad  for  our  militia.  They  would  have 
marched  to  the  Booky  Mountains— nay,  even 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  if  the  national 
safety  had  required  them  to  do  so.  When  our 
armies  were  without  Bupplies,  in  the  land  of  an 
enemy,  not  one  murmur  esc^ted  them  agtUnst 
the  General  Government  On  this  floor,  onr 
Representatives,  true  to  the  national  interest, 
throughout  the  stru^le,  declared  the  will  of 
their  constituents.  Bnt  one  feeling  was  cher- 
ished by  them,  and  that  was  an  anxions  soUd- 
tnde  for  the  preservation  of  onr  Uberfy,  coat 
what  it  wonld.  When  peace  was  restored,  we 
fliaimed  u^hing  of  the  Qenera!  Government 
bnt  what  we  were  fairly  entitled  to,  by  tike 
conditions  of  service. 

If  Hasaachosetta  had  pnrsned  a  nmilar  oonrse, 
not  a  voice  wonld  have  been  heard,  to-day,  in 
opposition  to  this  olum.  She  ohoae  a  different 
oonrse,  and  it  is  bnt  justice  that  she  ihonld  re- 
alize its  consequences. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Dwioht,  tike  committee 
rose,  and  the  Hoose  adjourned. 
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Saturday  last,  relative  to  the  pledge  8&id  to 
have  been  given  by  our  Minister  to  Uexioc^ 
came  up  as  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Vkeplamok  observed,  that,  in  this  reao- 
Intion,  the  t^uacter  of  oar  Minister  seemed  to 
him  to  be  ecmfbnnded  with  another,  and  a 
much  more  important  snljeot:  to  avoid  thia, 
he  had  prepared  another  resolution,  whieb  he 
wished  now  to  offer  as  an  amendment,  to  oome 
in  after  the  word  "  Resolved." 

*'  That  the  Committee  oa  Foreign  Belatioos  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  aad  report  to  this  House;, 
whether  the  United  States  has,  in  any  manner, 
any  aathority  recognized  by  the  consutnUon,  nutda 
any  pledge  to  the  Governments  of  Hexlco  and 
South  America,  that  the  United  States  would  not 
permit  the  interference  of  any  fbrdgn  power  wlA 
the  Independence  or  form  of  Ooveniment  of  those 
nationsf  in  what  manner?  aad  to  what  extent t** 

Mr.  WicKUFFB  expressed  his  ^>pn>bati<m  <^ 
the  amendment,  which  he  aooepted  as  a  modi- 
floatiou  <tf  hiB  resolntiou.  He  disdidmed,  how- 
ever, all  intention  of  m^dng  any  attack  nptm 

our  Minister  to  Mexico :  he  felt  not  the  slight- 
est hostility  to  that  gentieman,  for  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  he  entertained  great  respect ;  his 
only  wish  had  been  to  obtain  an  exprraeion  of 
the  sease  of  this  House,  as  to  an  important 
declaration  of  one  who  was  the  acknowledged 
and  responsible  organ  of  this  Government 

Mr.  Matt.  A  TIT  said,  that  he  was  glad  the  reso- 
lution had  been  offered — ^his  only  objection  w^as 
to  the  form  in  which  the  subject  was  referred. 
When  information  was  wished  for,  touching 
onr  foreign  relations,  it  had  been  usual  for  this 
Honse  to  ^rec^  its  call  to  the  Executive,  and 
not  to  one  of  its  own  committees.  A  highly 
respectable  individoal  had  gone  abroad  as  onr 
diplomatic  agent  to  a  nei^^iboring  RepubUo— 
he  had,  in  his  intercourse  with  that  Govern- 
ment, made  a  declaration  which  appeared  to 
have  excited  great  interest  This  was  to  have 
been  expected — it  was  right  it  should — jt  was 
natural  that  the  nation  shoold  wish  to  know 
how  far  they  are  understood  by  other  Govern- 
ments, as  pledged  to  a  partiouW  line  of  policy. 
The  present  was  a  very  proper  inqniry,  as 
going  to  correct  false  Impressions,  if  any  had 
been  received,  and  presenting  an  occasion  on 
which  the  Honse  might,  if  it  thought  fit,  make 
a  stand  as  to  the  pcuicy  to  he  pursued  by  thb 
Goveniment  It  was  highly  expedient  that  the 
facta  of  thb  case  should  be  fully  known. 

The  reference  of  our  Minister  seemed  to  him 
to  be  to  no  other  pled|;ethan  that  which  may  be 
understood  as  given  in  Mr.  Monroe's  message. 
Yet,  when  that  message  was  closely  examined, 
it  would  be  found  to  oontain  no  express  idle^ 
as  to  what  this  Govunment  would  do  in  the 
case  supposed. 

J Here  Mr  IC.  quoted  the  part  of  fhe  mesngs 
erred  to.] 

Here,  sir^  is  nothing  so  very  alarming,  unless 
it  be  considered  as  pr^aring  the  wi^  for  a 
ftatorewar— itf^vesiu)  pledge  to  that  eflbofr^ 


Umiai  Slate$  md  Souti  America. 


Digitized  by 


DXBATBS  OF  CONaBBSS. 


08 


vet  its  launmge  is  sach  that  an  kfarenoe  mtj, 
far  poariUfitT,  be  dtmwn  from  IL  that  this  Got- 
enmMBt  is  OMnmitted  to  the  Bonth  American 
Ststea  to  an  extent  fhrtber  than  it  is  committed 
to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Bat  the  language 
held  hj  OUT  Minister  is  not  of  this  vagae  and 
indefinite  description — it  is  explicit — it  is  deci- 
nre — and,  if  the  Government  have  taken  the 
ground  he  states,  I  think  it  deserves  the  most 
■erMMia  oonrideration,  and  that  speedily. 

I  own,  air,  that  I  can  coDceive  a  state  of 
tiungs  to  occur  in  relation  to  these  Bepublics 
whidi  nu^t  induce  ns  to  change  the  poaej  we 
have  thns  far  porsaed — bnt  it  is  a  state  of 
things  most  nnukelj  to  happen.  If  all  the 
European  Govenimenta  should  combine  and 
eonmenoe  a  enuade  against  BqiQblioBn  Gov- 
mmeatm  aa  BDch^  and  ahonld  commence  their 
operatiima  hj  an  mvarion  of  the  South  Ameri- 
ean  States  in  onr  immediate  vicinity,  a  serions 
qmetion  might  present  itself^  how  far  we 
oog^t,  in  self-def»ioe,  to  take  the  ground  inti- 
m^ed  hj  President  Uonroe,  and  maintain  it 
hj  force  of  arms.  But  no  such  state  of  things 
exists,  or  seems  Ukelj  to  exist;  the  inquiry, 
however,  is  proper,  and  ought  to  be  made. 

Mr.  PowEtx  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
as  now  modified,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  ''Resolved,"  and  inserting  the  following: 

That  the  Frendent  of  the  tTiuted  States  be  re- 
quested to  iDform  this  House  whether  the  United 
States  have,  in  any  maimer,  made  any  pledge  to 
the  Govemments  of  Mexico  and  South  America, 
that  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  power  with  the  Independ- 
enee  or  form  of  Qovemment  of  those  nations ;  and. 
If  so,  in  what  manner?  and  to  what  extent?  ** 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  as  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentool^,  (Mr.  Wioeliffs,)  the 
olyeet  of  that  gentleman  and  his  own  were,  in 
nbstanoe,  the  same — ^their  propositions  difilered 
only  in  tiie  mode  by  which  that  object  was  to 
he  attained.  His  reecdution,  Mr.  P.  said,  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  inquiry  to  he  made  by  the 
Conunittee  on  For^gn  Affidra,  mine  directs  the 
tncpniT  immediate  to  the  Executive.  I  think 
tiie  latter  oonrse  is  the  most  proper  and  becom- 
big.  That  proposed  by  the  gentleman  is  unu- 
Buu.  The  Parliamentary  practice,  when  even 
a  committee  of  this  Hoose  wants  any  informa- 
tion tonohing  our  foreign  relations,  is  to  a^  it 
through  the  House,  and  of  the  President ;  and 
thoa^  I  should  be  far  from  sacrificing  prinoi- 
{de  to  OMuiderations  of  courtesy,  yet,  when  the 
pindple  is  the  same,  I  prefer  that  course  which 
u  most  courteous  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government — and  I  think  it  is  in  the  pres- 
ent o»e  more  courteous  for  this  House  to  ask 
fte  information  in  question  from  the  Prendent 
ti  the  United  States,  than  from  one  of  its  own 
eonmdttees.  It  la  oert^nly  veiy  important 
Oat  tiiia  Honae  should  have  Hie  knowledge 
vbettier  this  conn  try  does  or  does  not  stand 
^edrnd  in  the  manner  stated.  I  should  like  to 
obtam  the  o^idan  d  the  Pireddent  himself  on 
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this  point :  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Executive  believes  that  tfaia  Oovomment  is  un- 
der any  such  pledge.  If  raeh  is  the  opinion, 
and  stdl  more,  if  such  is  the  wish,  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, I  am  very  &r  from  b^eving  it  is 
sanctioned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  it  is  highly  proper,  that,  on  so  serious  a 
matter,  the  people  should  be  informed  directly 
by  the  President  himself. 

Mr.  WioEUFFE  observed,  that,  if  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Yirgioia, 
had  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
to  our  Minister,  he  should  have  had  no  objec- 
tion to  its  adoption ;  but  it  called  for  informa- 
tion only  as  to  what  authority  the  Minister  had 
to  say  uiat  the  Government  is  pledged.  For 
himself^  he  was  not  much  acquainted  with 
diplomacy — and  he  was  not  certain  whether  a 
call  like  that  propmed  would  induce  the  Pnei- 
dent  to  send  the  instructions.  What,  asked 
Mr.  W.,  are  we  to  have  ?  Are  we  only  to 
an  answer,  saying  that  the  expresrion  of  we 
Minister  appears  only  to  refer  to  the  message 
of  President  Monroe  i  His  own  object  was  to 
bring  out  an  expression  by  the  officers  of  this 
Government  of  their  understanding  whether 
such  a  pledge  was  or  ought  to  he  given.  He 
should  have  drawn  his  resolution  so  as  to  in- 
clude a  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions,  but 
he  knew  that  it  was  usual  for  the  President  to 
send  such  docimients  as  are  called  for  by  the 
House,  and  it  might  be  improper  to  send  the 
entire  letter,  as  part  of  it  might  relate  to  pend- 
ing ne^tiations ;  a  treaty  with  Mexico  is  still 
in  Jten,  and  he  did  not  wish  a  disclosure  of  any 
thing  that  might  be  iinnrious  to  the  public  in- 
tereat.  He  had  aocompliehed  the  end  for  which 
he  had  first  introduced  ^is  resolution.  He  had 
presented  to  the  House  the  objectionable  part 
of  what  had  been  submitted  in  our  negotia- 
tions, and  in  this  matter  had  done  his  duty ; 
the  House  would  now  dispose  of  the  matter  as 
they  mi^ht  deem  most  expedient ;  if  they  wish 
the  opinion  of  the  President  in  preference  to 
the  sight  of  documents  filed  with  him,  he  was 
content,  and  should  make  no  objection  to  that 
course. 

Mr.  Pownx  answerecL  that,  in  offering  his 
amendment,  he  had  not  for  a  moment  oontem- 
plated  the  calling  for  copies  of  the  lGni8ter*8 
instructions.  He  could  not.  by  any  means, 
sanction  a  call  of  that  kind  ■  and  if  it  were 
proposed  by  others,  he  shoald  vote  a^nst  it. 
All  he  wished  to  ask  was,  whether  the  Minister 
had  authority  for  the  language  he  used ;  and, 
if  he  had,  from  whence  it  was  derived  ?  The 
response  must  be  a  plain  one.  If  he  had  au- 
thority, the  President  will  answer  affirmatively, 
uid  will  also,  if  he  acta  towards  this  House  m 
good  fidth,  disclose  what  is  that  authority,  and 
where  it  is  to  be  found.  If  instmodons  to  this 
effect  have  been  given  hr  tiie  Secretary  ct 
State,  he  will  pay  so ;  if  Mr.  Fdnsett  oulj  re- 
ferred to  the  message  of  Prendoit  Monroe,  he 
win  tell  ua  that;  and  if  the  dedaration  was 
made  without  tu^  anthnity  at  all,  he  can  tdl 
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us  that.  Iq  t^e  latter  case,  the  GoTernment  ia 
boond,  on  every  ooDslderation,  to  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  there  exists  no  snch  pledge. 
Sir,  I  feel  very  confident  that  this  is  the  case ; 
and  I  hold,  not  only  that  there  is  no  snch 
pledge,  but  that  there  ought  not  to  be ;  and,  if 
there  has  saoh  a  pledge  been  given,  I,  for  one, 
am  prepared  to  rerist  it  to  the  utmost  extremi- 
ty, in  which  the  law  and  the  constitation  wfll 
support  me.  I  hold  such  engagements  by  the 
Execntive  to  be  dangeroas  and  unwarrantable. 

Hr.  Hamilton,  in  rising  to  sabmit  an  amend- 
ment, observed,  that,  if  the  House  made  any 
inqoiry,  he  thought  they  ought  to  make  one 
immediately  pertinent  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. Although  he  believed  there  was 
abundant  evidence,  from  the  documents  which 
bad  accompanied  the  President's  message,  that 
our  Minister  was  justified,  either  by  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  his  instructions,  to  hold  the  lan- 
guage  which  he  had  done  on  the  occasion  of 
tiiis  memorable  pledge,  yet,  if  we  do  inquire, 
let  UB  go  to  the  piUi  and  marrow  of  the  thing 
at  once,  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  Kr.  Clay's  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  of  the  28th  Sep- 
temberj  where  our  Minister  relates  his  confer- 
ence with  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries.  He 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
accept  his  amendment  as  a  snbstitute  for  his 
entire  resolation,  and  if  that  gentleman  desired 
to  add  any  thing  to  it,  he  was  willing  it  shoald 
be  in  the  shape  of  an  explicit  call  for  more 
facts,  more  documents,  and  not  for  opinions 
and  arguments. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  oonfessed  that  he  was,  in  the 
first  place,  wpoaed  to  any  call  on  the  sabject, 
because  he  uiought  it  an  act  (tf  snperero^tion, 
u  the  very  pimit  of  inqniry  was  sufficiently 
elaoidated  by  tiie  information  we  already  pos- 
sessed; but  he  confessed  he  entertaineid  the 
most  nnreserved  and  decided  objections  to  the 
shape  in  which  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia 
had  thrown  his  inquiry.  It  seemed  to  him 
merely  to  furnish  the  President  with  a  friendly 
admonition,  that  some  new  flaw  had  been  dis- 
covered in  this  splendid  project  of  his  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  we  should  tnen  have  another 
long  homily,  ad  captandum,  '*to  wash  the 
Black-a-Moor  white.''  Now,  sir,  let  ns  confine 
our  Ohief  Magistrate  to  facts,  and  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  excursions  of  that  genias  which 
seems  hq>pie8t  in  deolamalion ;  which  supplies, 
with  abundant  fiicility,  the  mfwnent  (at  epita 
ot  the  fetters  of  the  correspondenoe  of  his  own 
Ministers)  just  at  the  p<nnt  it  ia  wanted,  either 
for  popular  effect,  or  general  prosolytjsm.  He 
confessed  that  he  felt  some  apprehension,  he 
oould  not  say  alarm,  that,  if  the  gentleman's 
resolution  prevailed,  he  should  have  a  most  in- 

genious  disclaimer  from  the  President,  in  a 
igbly  beautiful  and  eloquent  dissertation,  got 
up  for  the  taste  of  the  lovers  of  fine  writing 
and  sentiment,  without  one  jot  of  a  plain  mat- 
ter-of-fact sabstance  in  the  whole  paper.  And 
he,  for  one,  was  at  least  dedrous  that  he  ^ould 
^ve  ns  ft  etrtaim  letter,  if  there  was  ft  eartain 
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letter ;  or  to  assign  an  adequate  reason  for  its 
non-existence,  or  non-production. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Powell,  by  stritdng  out  all  after  tbe 
word  requated^  and  inserting  the  foUowin^ : 

*'  To  transmit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Ur.  Poinsett's  letter  to 
Mr.  Clay,  dated  Mexico,  28th  September,  1820." 

Mr.  Fownx  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Caroliaa  believed  that  lie  would 
co-operate  in  the  process  of  v)hitmathing  the 
acts  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  other  functionary  of  the  Government, 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.   He  did  not  come 
here  blindly  to  pursue  a  course  prescribed  to 
him,  nor  dishonestly  to  conceal  the  defects  of 
the  officers  of  Government   The  resolation  be 
had  ofi'ered,  was  dictated  by  no  such  motives — 
he  had,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Re|>- 
resentaUv^  endeavwea  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tiootly  known  to  t^e  natiMi,  whether  anj 
pledge  had  been  f^ven  to  a  fi»^gn  Gorent- 
men^  which  might  involve  tiiis  couitry  in  the 
quarrels  of  other  nations.   He  considered  this 
due  to  the  Executive,  and  to  the  Minister  too. 
Sir,  I  did  say  that  I  believed  no  such  pledge  to 
exist,   I  do  bfdieve  so,  and  I  hope,  I  eamestij 
hope,  I  shall  be  sustiuned  by  the  facts  when 
they  are  disclosed,   I  shall  certainly  regret  it 
exceedingly,  if  I  am  not    I  shall  regret  it,  sir, 
because  I  always  regret  to  see  the  officers  of 
my  Government  act  improperly ;  and  I  shall 
be  unfeignedly  sorry,  if  it  should  turn  out  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  ven- 
tured on  snch  a  high-handed  measure  as  seems 
to  be  imputed  to  nim. 

Sir,  I  cannot  acoede  to  the  {»ropoBiti(m  «f  tlio 
gentleman  from  South  Oandina:  it  completely 
defeats  the  end  I  had  in  view.  What  I  want 
to  know  is,  whetiier  Mr.  Poinsett  made  this 
•declaration  by  anthority  or  not  This,  sir,  is  a 
fact,  nut  an  argument — he  was  authorized,  or 
he  wasnot ;  and  the  fact  must  be  stated,  llien 
it  may  be  followed  by  any  explanations  or  pal- 
liations, which  the  Ezeouttve  may  jadge  proper. 
And,  should  the  fact  turn  out  that  such  a 
pledge  has  been  authorized,  however  I  may  dis- 
approve of  the  course,  I  hope  this  House  wlU 
not  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  any  explanaticais 
the  President  may  oflbr. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wants  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat& 
Sir,  that  reply  may  not  answee  our  fnqniiy :  it 
may  not  even  advert  to  the  ple^e  (U;  (dl.  I 
want  to  know  from  whence  the  Minister  de- 
rived his  authority.  If  any  g^tleman  would 
prefer  to  have  the  call  contain  the  usual  re- 
striction with  reference  to  disclosures,  in  the 
President's  opinion,  ii\]uriou8  to  the  public  wel- 
fare, I  have  no  objection  to  its  bemg  added. 
But  the  point  I  aim  at,  is  the  authority  for  the 
pledge— and  I  cannot  consent  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  part  of  my  resolution,  or  to  adopt 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Sontb  Oarolina, 
nndw  any  otaer  ooaditaons  than  the  seoiiriiv 
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«C  Oua  imuiT.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Claj  mar, 
mrj  poamtily,  ooutain  matters  which  it  woald 
te  -nrj  in^acreet  to  pabliah  to  the  world.  Sir, 
I  care  not  one  c«nt  whether  Mr.  Olar  repro- 
bated the  oondnot  of  the  Minister  or  not :  hia 
oenenres  will  not  answer  m;  inqoiry.  He  majr 
eeDsoTB  Mr.  P(HBsett  ever  so  severely,  and  yet 
the  pledge  may,  neTertheless,  have  been  pven, 
nd  it  may  have  been  warranted. 

Mr.  Dbattos  regretted  that  so  protracted  a 
fiaooariMt  dionld  have  taken  place  m  ref^moe 
to  what  be  could  not  bat  oonuda*  as  an  appa- 
rent, and  not  a  real  ^ffbraioe.  He  oonoeived 
1^  differenoe  was  ooca^oned  by  a  mere  misap- 
pr^ensioii.  The  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virymia  meets  the  idea  of  hia  coUeagae  from 
SoQth  Garcdina,  and  the  proposition  of  his  col- 
league is  not  at  variance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman firom  Vir^nia;  one  proposition  was 
HNTB  general—the  other  more  speciflo.  He 
had,  therefore,  risrai  to  pnnMwe  to  his  ool- 
leagne,  to  let  both  proponnons  stand.  The 
E^cotive  will  then  be  called  on  first  to  answer 
the  qnery  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and 
then  to  tranamit  vie  letter  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Mr.  Hakiltoh  said  he  wished  to  make  a  sin- 
^  ratnar^  in  reply  to  the  genQeman  from 
Virpnia.  I  do  not  desire,  sud  Mr.  H.,  by  nse- 
lesa  opposition  to  mere  matters,  apparency,  of 
form,  to  protoact  the  debate,  or  consame  the 
time  of  the  Honse.  But  I  feel  great  relactanoe 
in  aaseotiog  to  his  proposition,  that  I  should 
modify  my  amendment,  and  restrict  the  call, 
only,  to  certain  partt  of  Mr.  01ay*s  letter,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Poinsett's,  of  the  fiSth  Sep- 
tember, 1830.  It  is  true,  in  diplomacy,  aa  in 
mathematica,  that  certain  parts,  only,  are  not 
equal  to  the  whole :  uid  I  tnink,  that  the  man- 
ner in  whidi  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  Oongress 
haa  been  treated,  on  this  veiy  sabjeot,  oagbt  to 
admtniah  as  of  the  improdenoe  of  allowing, 
nndw  an  OTer-nice  and  omttonB  ^soretion,  too 
wide  a  latitude  to  those  who  hold,  the  shears, 
who  are  able,  in  the  record,  to  ont  in  and  cnt 
OBt^  Jnst  as  snita  their  convenience  or  neceedty. 
The  very  diffbmt  exhibition  which  the  docn- 
natiM,  on  the  same  eobjecit,  makes  before  each 
Boose,  now,  shows  to  what  purposes  of  prae- 
tioal  DtiHty  these  angular  cots,  in  and  out,  may 
ha  applied.  He  could  not,  therefore,  consent 
to  this  modification,  unless  advised  by  the  indi- 
eatioa  of  a  general  wish,  on  the  part  of  the 
Home,  that  it  should  be  instituted. 

Before  he  took  his  seat,  Mr.  H.  said  that  he 
most  be  allowed  to  say  one  word  to  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Yirglni^  who  had  dedwed  that  he 
did  not  believe  Mr.  Poinsett  bad  had  any  an- 
tiwrity  from  his  own  Government,  to  hold  the 
liogaage  which  he  had  held  to  the  Mexican 
Plenipotentiariee,  whidi  is  disdoeed  in  the  de- 
ipatch  to  Mr.  Clay,  29.  A  contrary  belief; 
nth  him,  he  oonlrased,  was  strengthened,  by  a 
eoafidence  wbioh  he  had  in  the  discretion  and 
intelligence  of  ilr.  Poinsett,  whom,  he  be- 
fiered,  was  incapable  of  holding  sach  langoage 
Miint  by  the  nnreaerved  aanotion  of  his  Gor- 
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emment  IMd  I  aay  MiMtdf  said  Mr.  H.  I 
might,  more  properly,  use  a  stronger  term :  for 
here  [holding  up  the  doonments]  I  have  Ihe 
proof:  ay,  not  collateral  or  contingrait,  bnt 
direct  and  positive.  In  a  more  essential  par- ' 
ticular — as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Government 
— ^what  does  Mr.  Clay  say,  in  hia  letter  to  Mr. 
Poutsett,  under  date  the  9th  November,  1835, 
in  which  he  goes  the  whole,  m  «s(«m0,  on  the 
soiyeot  of  the  ^edge  I 

"lliere  is  a  striUng  boonristeney  in  the  line  of 
policy  wUeh  the  United  Mexican  States  would  aeeu 
^sposed  to  potsue  towards  the  United  States. 
They  would  regard  these  States  as  an  American 
naUon  or  not,  aocotdin^y  as  it  shall  suit  their  own 
purposes.  la  respect  to  commerce,  thej  would 
look  nptm  ns  as  a  European  nation,  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  eqjoyment  of  privileges  oonoeded 
to  other  American  uanons.  Bol  when  an  attack  la 
imagined  to  be  menaced  by  Europe,  upon  the  inde- 
penaence  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  then  an 
appeal  is  made  to  those  fraternal  sTmpatbiee  which 
are  justly  supposed  to  belong  to  our  condition  as  a 
member  of  the  American  Fuiily.  No  longer  than 
about  three  mwitha  agfk  when  an  invanon  1^ 
France,  of  the  Mand  of  Coba,  was  believed  at 
Mexico,  the  United  Mexican  Govemmeot  promptly 
called  upon  the  Govenunent  of  the  United  States, 
tfarongb  yon,  to  ftdfi  the  memorable  j^ge  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  message  to 
Congress,  of  December,  1828.  What  thoy  would 
liave  done,  had  the  oontingMiey  han>«ned,  may  be 
inferred  from  a  deniateh  to  (he  American  Mimstor 
at  Paris,  a  copy  of  wliicb  Is  herewith  sent,  wUoh 
you  are  antborized  to  read  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  Mexican  States." 

The  contingency  of  our  interference,  th«i,  in 
the  event  of  the  island  of  Cuba  being^ invaded 
by  fVance,  or,  ergo,  by  any  other  European 
power,  ta  (me,  and  the  moat  hnportant,  iUaatia- 
tion  which  the  Administratitm  puts  on  Ibr. 
Monroe's  pledge  of  Beoember,  1828.  How,  t 
wUl  ask  fuiy  man  who  hears  me,  whethw  uw  . 
invasion  of  Cnba  by  a  Enn^tean  power,  or 
its  peaceful  tiitnsfer,  is  not  a  much  more  proba- 
ble event  than  any  attempted  colonization  of 
the  American  continents,  or  any  concerted 
effort  of  the  combined  powers  of  Europe 
agunst  tiie  independence  of  the  8outh  Ameri- 
can Republics?  Our  Secretary  of  State,  in  au- 
thorizing Mr.  Poinsett  ^  read  this  despatch  of 
Mr.  Brown's  to  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries, 
has  indeed  authorized  him  to  pledge  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's monorable  deeiaration  (not  pledge)  in  the 
(Mily  eontingenoy  of  pro6a6le  danger  that  la 
ever  likdy  to  ooour.  The  Secretary  State 
has  indeed  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  it 
is  useless  for  ns  to  talk  about  what  Mr.  Poin- 
sett may  have  siud  in  a  loose  diplomatic  talk, 
argwmda,  when,  by  virtue  of  the  previous  in- 
stmctiouB,  he  was  subsegnentiy  authorized  to 
pledge  the  country  as  bail  for  the  whole  sum  of 
a  larger  and  more  probable  danger.  The 
Honse  wiU  appreciate  the  truth  of  this  remark 
when  they  weigh  the  import  of  Mr.  Clay's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Brown,  hi  wbioh  he  instntcts  him  to 
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say  to  the  French  QoTemment,  that  "  lee  could 
not  content  to  the  occupation  of  GvSxt  hy  any 
other  EvTopeaa  pover  than  ^paiit^  vndor  any 
contingency  vihatei>er"  This  oonsent  most 
mean  ngh^  or  it  is  sheer  bollyine.  This,  then, 
is  the  commentaiy  which  the  Administration 
have  given  to  Ur.  Monroe's  mere  expression  of 
an  opmioD ;  they  have  made  it  wppUoable  to  an 
event  altogether  probable  and  nul  of  duiger. 
miereaa  Mr.  Poinsett's  bad  refereooe  to  an 
improbable  oonlingencj,  although  no  doubt 
vith  instmctions.  For  what  man,  who  does 
not  participate  in  the  dreams  of  the  hero  of 
Cervantes,  believes  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
will  undertake  a  crusade  to  re-colonize  the 
South  American  Bepnblics,  or  assul  their  inde- 
pendence t  But,  that  Spain  mav  transfer 
Onba,  and  that  it  may  be  occupied  by  a  En- 
ropeaa  power,  under  circumstances  which 
woold  render  it  folly,  or  somethiog  worse,  for 
UB  to  interfere,  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not 
beyond  the  pale  of  a  reasonable  possibiUty. 
)Dr.  Poinsett  naa,  theref<Hre,  (^ven  the  pledge  oi 
his  Qovemment  under  a  oontifigettey  whwe 
ire  shall  never  do  called  upon  to  redeem  it 
Xr.  Olay  has  authorized  him  to  stake  it,  where 
tite  hazard  is  probable,  perilous,  and,  perh^s, 
immediate. 

I  think,  therefore,  having  disoovered  that 
the  AdmitUstxation  has  given  the  most  com- 
prehensive range  to  the  declaration  in  ques- 
tion, which  they  have  made  a  pledge,  It  super- 
sedes the  necessity  of  an  inquiry  on  a  subordi- 
nate point;  though,  I  repeat,  if  we  are  to  have 
an  inquiry,  let  ns  have  facts,  not  imponng  and 
■edncBve  statements,  in  whieh  a  pret^  elo- 
qttenoe  of  a  eortatn  Mud,  is  to  stand  u  the 
plaoe  of  every  thing  else. 

Kr.  Tbdibli  sdd  that  he  had  no  other  infin^ 
nation  on  the  snttJect  before  the  Hoose,  than 
that  which  had  been  printed,  and  laid  npwt  the 
tables  of  all  the  members ;  but,  from  an  exam- 
ination of  these,  he  fdt  fdUy  satisfied  that  no 
such  pledge  had  been  given,  as  gentlemen 
seemed  to  apprehend,  nor  had  any  authority 
been  given  to  make  such  a  pledge.  He  h^ 
risen  to  correct  a  mistake  of  the  gentiemm 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  in  the 
exposition  he  had  given  of  Ur.  Monroe^s  mes- 
sage. [Here  Mr.  T.  quoted  the  letter  of  Mr. 
GL^  to  Mr.  Pi^nsett,  and  d  the  former  Seo- 
retary  of  State,  to  the  Ameriean  Mhnstar  at 
Paris.]  AH  thi^  is  contained  in  this  deqntoh 
amounts  to  tUs-^that  we  will  not  eonsent  that 
any  other  power  than  Spain  shall  take  posses- 
ion of  the  provinces  Immediately  in  our  own 
Tioinity.  Now,  I  ask  of  genuemen,  if  we 
ought  to  consent?  Certainly  not :  and  this  is 
all  the  letter,  as  expounded  by  reference  to  for- 
mer instntctions,  dedares.  How  far  we  should 
be  inclined  to  go,  in  extoemiUea,  we  do  not 
■ay ;  nor  is  it  pnident  that  we  should.  At  the 
time  the  lato  President  Monroe  sent  his  Mes- 
sage to  Congress,  in  which  the  declaration  is 
mode,  which  has  been  so  often  referred  to,  a 
oongreas  of  allied  sovweigns  had  been  held  at 


Troppau  and  Layhaoh,  and  another  was  pro^ 
posed  at  Verona.  The  labor  of  these  congreea' 
es  had  1>een,  in  part,  made  public ;  and  a  com- 
munication is  sfdd  to  have  been,  in  conse- 
quence, made,  in  some  way^  by  the  British 
Government  to  that  of  the  tlnited  States.  A 
clause  of  the  secret  treaty  of  Verona  contained 
the  following  declaration : 

*'  Art.  1.  The  high  contracting  p«rUe8,  well  con- 
vinced that  the  system  of  BepreKotstive  Govern- 
ment is  as  incompatible  with  the  monarchical  princi- 
ple as  the  maxim  of  the  sovetslgoty  of  the  people 
ia  opposed  to  the  prindple  of  divbie  right,  engage, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  employ  all  their 
mesna,  and  unite  ail  their  efforts,  to  put  an  end  to 
^e  system  of  BepreeeotaUve  Government,  wher- 
ever it  is  known  to  exist,  in  the  States  of  Europe, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  being  introduced  into  those 
States  where  it  is  not  known." 

To  this  Article,  all  the  allied  sovereigns  were 
mutaally  pledged.  The  British  Government, 
conceiving  these  principles  to  be  aimed,  in  part, 
at  the  pi&ciples  of  thdr  free  constitution,  be- 
came atarmed,  and  ngnifled  that  they  were 
ready  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  this  Govern- 
ment, so  for  as  the  XTi^ted  States  would  go,  in 
protecting  the  Governments  of  South  America. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  know  of  any  official 
authority  for  this  statement,  but  this  was  tiie 
account  published  at  the  tdme,  and  general^ 
credited.  It  was  after  this  that  the  lato  Presi- 
dent sent  his  message  to  this  House.  But 
tiiough  I  do  not  know  that  this  communication 
actually  was  made  by  tiie  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  our  Government,  I  do  know  that  the 
British  acted  predsely  as  theymight  have  been 
eiqieoted  to  do,  if  audi  were  the  t^A ;  and  it 
was  nudw  such  oircnmstanoesthat  the  message 
was  sent,  and  by  which  its  meaning  is  to  be  U- 
lustrated.  Sir,  what  did  the  people  <^  the 
United  States  say,  or  what  will  they  now  say 
to  these  words  of  the  allied  sovereigns)  And 
what  would  they  say  if  an  attempt  shoold  be 
made  to  enforoe  these  doctrines,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  ?  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  leave  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  judge  how  far 
this  messages  pledges  us  to  an  amaooein  aid  of 
the  South  American  States.  It  is  s^d  that  we 
are  pledged,  and  this  pledge  is  said  to  refer  to 
President  Monroe's  Message ;  and  Hi.  Cl^,  in 
explaining  it,  refers  to  the  letter  to  the  IGnis- 
ter  at  Pwla,  to  show  what  the  United  States 
would  do,  in  ease  of  extremities.  And  what 
does  that  letter  say  ?  It  odI^  says  that  we  wUI 
in  no  (ase  eoneent  to  the  seizure  of  the  South 
Amerioan  States,  by  any  European  power  ex- 
cept Spain.  It  goes  no  further.  As  to  the 
present  call,  I  am  disposed  to  make  it  as  broad 
as  gentiemen  can  wim,  because  I  am  aatiafied 
no  other  pledge  than  what  I  have  eiqdahwdhia 
ever  been  given. 

Mr.  Lrobkb  said  he  thoQght  an  amendment 
might  be  suggested  which  would  meet  the 
wishes  of  aU.  His  eoUeagne  (Mr.  WioEum) 
wished  to  ascertwn  whether  tiw  Amerioan  6oT> 
emiDMrt  is  nndar  j^edga  to  ^  Ma^oo^iaoMa 
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abe  shall  be  attacked,  and  to  bear  the  brnnt  of 
ndi  an  enterprise  1  I  wish  the  same.  I  wish 
it  m  <ne  of  the  American  people ;  because  all 
the  people  have  a  deep  interest  in  knowing 
tbe  fitct.  The  proper  sonroe  from  which  this 
knowledge  is  to  be  obtcuned,  is  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Sontfa  Carolina  is  apprebensive  Uiat,  if  we  apply 
to  the  President,  fais  reply  will  be  accompanied 
with  anndiy  argaments  and  ezplanataons — that 
tiiere  will  be  a  great  deal  of  wkitewathmffy  and 
little  satiBfjEtctory  information. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  need  not  be  atarmed. 
The  Preddeut  is  to  be  called  npon  simply  to 
wKj^  whether  the  langosge  of  onr  Hinistor  is 
from  anUiority  or  no?  The  answer  wiU,  it 
must,  state  the  fitct.  If  this  statemoit  shall  af- 
terwards be  followed  by  ever  so  maoh  argu- 
ment, or  whitewashing,  it  is  of  little  moment — 
the  fact  will  speak  for  itself.  Bat  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  call  for  a  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
St^e.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  abont  the  letter  al- 
Inded  to ;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  that  let- 
ter may  contain  something  which  is  calooliUed 
to  atteet  the  pending  negotiations  with  Mexica 
I  wesnme  an  amenunent  can  be  offered  which 
will  meet  43ie  wishes  both  of  my  cdleagae  and 
ot  the  gentleman  from  South  Oandina.  I  offSar 
the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
as  smended. 

Mr.  L.  was  here  abont  to  offer  a  snbstitnte, 
what— 

Ibe  Spkxkbb  EaiA,  the  gentleman  mnst  be 
aware  that  no  substitnte  conld  be  in  order,  not 
being  admitted  by  the  role  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  FouBTTH  and  Mr.  Wbioht  now  rose 
to  address  the  Eonse ;  but  the  SpsAnn  on- 
nouncod  that  the  hour  allotted  to  reeolutions  had 
expired ;  and  was  proceeding  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Day,  when — 

Mr.  WioKUFn  moved  to  postpone  the  Orders 
of  the  Dtjf  for  the  purpose  (tf  proceeding  with 
thejmsent  Asoassimi. 

The  motion  prerailed — Ayes  82,  Koes  *Il ; 
ud  the  debate'  was  accordingly  resumed. 

Mr.  WmoHT  said,  the  aspect  in  which  the 
pToporation  before  the  House  presented  itself 
to  his  mind,  was  somewhat  difiereat  from  any 
he  had  heiard  stated  in  the  coarse  of  the  dis- 
cnsrion.  Hr.  Poinsett,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th 
of  September,  1826,  detailing  a  conversation 
held  by  him,  with  the  Ministers  of  the  Mexican 
Oorermnen^  in  relation  to  the  proposition  in  a 
pending  n^tiation,  to  ^oe  this  country  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  the  other  American  Re- 
publics, states,  that  he  observed,  "  that,  against 
tlie  power  of  Spain,  they  [the  United  Me^doan 
fitatesl  had  givoi  sniBclent  pnxtf  that  they  re- 
^nirea  no  asrastance,  and  the  United  States  had 
fitiged  themselves  not  to  permit  any  other 
power  to  interfere  either  with  their  independ- 
ence, or  farm  of  Government ;  and  that,  as  in 
the  event  of  such  an  attempt  being  made  by 
the  powers  of  £or(^>e,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  take  the  most  active  and  efficient  part,  and 
t»be«rthebnmtaftbeoafiteat,''itwasnotju8( 
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that  we  should  be  placed  on  a  more  unfavora- 
ble footing  than  the  other  American  Republics. 
This  has  been  treated  as  though  understood  to 
be  the  offer  of  a  pledge,  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  to  the 
Mexican  Minister.  The  language  he  uses,  in 
my  opinion,  clearly  imports  no  such  thing.  It 
speaks  of  something  sfi«£ — a  pledge  that  had  been 
made  by  the  Unit^  States— ^lot  of  one  offered 
by  him,  or  that  had  been  offered  by  him,  then,j)r 
at  auy  other  time :  of  one  be/&r«  made  by  tha 
United  StaUt  to  the  world,  or  to  the  powers  of 
Europe.  He  evidently  aUudes  to  nothing  tiiat  he 
had  done.  In  obedience  to  instructions,  or  withont 
instructions.  The  allusion,  most  palpably,  is  to 
the  dedaratltm  made  by  the  late  President,  in 
hismessage,  atthe  opening  of  ihe  last  Congress, 
and  mnst  have  been  so  nnderstooil.  In  that 
message,  the  then  President  declares  to  the 
European  powers  that  it  did  not  comport  with 
onr  policy  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  their 
concerns,  in  their  own  quarter  of  the  world,  but 
that  we  conld  not  view,  withont  concern,  an^ 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  Republics  in  this 
hemisphere,  and  that  any  attempt  on  their  part, 
so  to  interfere,  would  be  viewed  by  us  "as 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety/'  as  mani- 
fsstuie  "  an  unMendly  diepodtiim  towards  the 
United  States."  This  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent is,  unquestionably,  what  Mr.  Poinsett  al- 
luded to,  and  his  longnoge  evidences  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  passage.  I  will  not  discuss  the 
proposition  whether  this  declaration  pledges 
the  United  States  to  any  particular  course,  to 
repel  measures  dangerous  to  our  peace.  That 
question  need  not  now  be  examined,  but  its  so- 
lution is  not  doubtful. 

But,  sir,  this  view  satisfies  me  that  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton,)  coupled  with  his  suggestion  to 
the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Powell,) 
does  not  indicate  the  true  course  for  us  to  pur> 
sue.  If  the  ot^ect  be,  as  I  understand  it,  to  ae- 
quire  information  whether  Mr,  Poinsett's  dec* 
laration  was  authorized  by  the  Executive,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  call  only  for  the  annBer  of  the 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Poinsett^s  letter,  will  not  elicit 
it.  The  authority  for  the  pledge,  as  well  as  the 
pledge  itsel£  had  existence  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  letter  detuling  the  conversation  about  it. 
Ton  might,  from  that  answer,  learn  whether 
the  Executive  animadverted  on  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Poinsett ;  whether  he  censured  him  for  on 
unauthorized  act,  or  recognized  his  power,  and 
commended  its  ezecntion ;  or  yon  might  dis- 
cover an  omission  to  notice  the  suWect  at  all. 
Grant,  for  one  moment,  that  this  is  found  to  be 
the  case ;  you  might  j^^,  from  the  omission, 
the  existonoe  of  the  anthori^,  but  we  should 
have  no  distinct  evidence  of  any  authority  be- 
ing given.  This  proposition,  thai,  will  fail  of 
its  object,  and  cannot  obtain  for  us  any  nsefol 
information. 

I  prefer  the  propositi<m  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  that  of  the  gentieman  from 
Kentucky,  as  modified  on  the  su^^estion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  If  yon  want  fat- 
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formatioii,  70a  most  seek  it  where  it  is  to  be 
had,  in  the  ExeoatiTe  department  ofjmr  Got- 
ernment  The  cotmnittee  have  no  more  infor- 
mation than  we  hare.  In  directing  joar  mq^nrj 
to  the  committee,  jon  can  get  noUiing.  Direct 
it  to  the  President,  and  you  may  get  osefol  in* 
formation.  I  want  all  the  facto  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  am  in  favor  of  asking  for  the 
information  where  I  know  it  can  be  had.  When 
we  get  it,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  direct 
oar  committee.  Bat  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  fottad  that  the  onlj  aathoritj  the  Kinister 
at  Mexico  had,  was  the  meBBage<^  the  late  Frea- 
idont  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Webbtsb  said  he  was  t«7  unwilling  to 
anticipate  a  discussion  which  seemed  properlj 
to  belong  to  a  futare  occasion.  He  wished  to 
abstain,  at  i>reseDt,  from  every  thing  not  imme- 
diately pertinent  to  the  pending  question.  Sof- 
fioient  for  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof.  An 
occasion  was  approacbinf  when  it  wonld,  prob- 
ably, be  more  proper  to  debate  many  of  the  im- 
portant topics  which  had  now  been  adverted  to. 

He  conld  have  no  objection  to  any  proper 
inquiry,  on  this,  or  any  occasion.  He  r^retted 
the  present  motion  only,  as  it  might,  perhaps, 
imp^  a  censure  on  an  officer  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  abroad,  when  no  eensnre  mif^t  be  de- 
served. He  did  not  feel  at  all  oertain  that  great 
blame  attached  anywhere.  We.  Poinsett's  ex- 
pression might  be  somewhat  too  strrag.  Prob- 
ably it  was  so :  bnt  still  he  Uion^t  it  was  quite 
evident  that  he  referred  to  the  message  of  De- 
cember, 1828,  and,  therefore,  bis  meaning  was 
apparent  enough.  He  Qle.  W.)  felt  a  good 
deal  imwilluig  to  impute  olame,  in  a  case  where 
nothing  was  apparently  wrong,  but  the  mode 
of  expression ;  and  where  it  did  not  ai^>ear  that 
anybody  bad  been  misled.  Still,  there  are  sev- 
mii  gentl«n«i  who  have  expressed  a  confident 
opinicm  that  Mr.  Poinsett  had  some  sntiiori^, 
more  than  we  know,  fbr  hia  dedarations.  He 
mu^  they  aay,  have  inatmctions,  the  letter  ot 
spirit  of  which  bears  him  out  iogiving  a  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  Oovemment.  For  his  part,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  should  be  very  much  disappointed  if 
it  did  not  torn  out  that  Mr,  Poinsett  spoke  oa 
no  other  anthority  than  Mr.  Monroe's  pnblic 
message.  He  was  confident  it  was  so.  The 
whole  document  convinced  him  of  that.  But 
as  gentlemen  thought  otherwise — as  they  in- 
sisted that  Mr.  Poinsett  mnst  have  had  some 
direct  and  complete  authority  for  what  he  had 
said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  in^tdiy,  for  the  sat- 
isf action  of  suoh  oentlemen. 

As  to  the  declaration  of  the  Present,  in 
1828,  the  droumstanoes  which  led,  ptobablj,  to 
that  declaration,  had  been  stated,  in  general, 
by  an  honorable  member  from  Kentucky.  The 
proceedings  of  the  alUed  powers,  at  'Aroppan, 
Laybaoh,  and  Yerona,  were  well  remembered ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  very  year  then  expir- 
ing, the  King  of  Spfun  had  been  established  on 
his  throne  by  the  army  of  France.  This  army 
had  marched  into  Spun,  with  the  consent  of 
tibe  other  powna  of  ^ori^  exo^  K"g'ft"'^. 
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It  had  accomplished  its  objects.  FerdinanA 
had  been  reinstated,  by  foreign  foroe,  in  all  his 
prerogatives.  Under  these  oironmstaoces,  the 
question  was,  how  is  it  likely  the  allied  ptowera 
will  act  towards  the  fonner  ^anish  colonies  in 
America.  Having  sncoeeded  in  establishing 
such  a  government  as  suited  them  in  Spain, 
herself  would  they  not,  or  might  they  not,  be 
willing  to  go  farther,  imd  to  assist  the  Spanish 
monarch  in  reconquering  his  rebellioua  proT> 
inces  ?  It  was  possible  they  mi^t  do  thi^— 
perlu^w  it  was  not  rerj  improMhle,  At  thk 
Innotare,  the  Fnmdttttt'a  declaration  was  made. 
It  was  wn^wd  vp,  he  would  not  nj  hi  mya- 
ticism,  bnt  cwtduy  in  phrases  snflldenUy  can- 
tious.  The  amount  of  it  wa^  that  tills  Govern- 
ment could  not  look  with  Indifference  on  any 
combination  among  other  powers,  to  aamst 
Sptdn  in  her  war  agmnst  the  Sontii  American 
States;  that  we  could  not  bnt  conrader  any 
snob  combination  as  dangerous  or  nnfliiendly 
to  ns :  and  that  if  it  should  be  formed,  it  would 
be  for  the  competent  authorities  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  decide,  when  the  case  arose,  what 
course  our  duty  and  onr  interest  shoold  reqnira 
TLB  to  pursue. 

This  was  the  suhetance  of  the  declaration. 
He  believed  he  might  be,  perfa^oj  the  iml^ 
:  member  who,  at  that  time,  anggested,  that  this 
declaration,  with  all  restrictions,  was  necossaiy 
to  preserve  onr  nentrality.  It  must,  of  course, 
happen,  in  every  Ckivoimient,  that  the  Exeon- 
tive  should  undertake  to  speak,  towards  foreign 
nations,  of  the  wishes  and  objecte  of  the  Oov- 
emment. It  cannot  be  otherwise.  But  this  it 
does  on  its  responsibility.  General  Washing- 
ton proclaimed  neutrality  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  great  European  wars.  But  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  two  Hoiues  to  present  him  a  law, 
the  next  day,  dedariiu;  war.  The  interoonrse 
of  nations  conld  hardi^  go  on,  and  <Hie  great 
end  of  an  Executive  wotdd  be  defeated,  if  it  eould 
not  ventnre,  on  proper  occasions,  to  express  tiie 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Government.  It  is 
responsible  for  this  as  for  its  other  acts. 

Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  no  qneatiiHi  bnt  that 
Vr,  Poins^  was  r^rring,  merely,  to  tius  deo- 
lu-ation.  He  did  not  s^ak  of  any  pledge  as 
given  by  him,  or  through  him.  He  gave  no 
present  pledge  or  assurance  of  any  kind.  He 
was,  evidently,  speaking  of  Bometliing  preoe- 
'dent — something  notorious;  anA  that  some- 
thing was  tiie  declaration  of  1828.  Kow,  mak- 
ing allowance  for  incorrectness  of  axpree- 
Eoon,  he  saw  nothing  wnmg.  If  he  called 
any  thing  by  a  wrong  name— if  he  oalled  that  a 
pledge  wmdb  was  no  pledgft— atill  it  doea  not 
appear  that  he  deodved  them,  or  meant  to 
oeive  them  with  whom  he  dealt 

He  was  willing,  also,  to  call  for  the  anaww 
to  this  letter,  for,  although  he  did  not  see  how 
the  letter  could  rest,  for  Us  anthority,  on  a  sub- 
sequent one,  he  had  no  objection  to  see  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Bdokutas  said  be  would  vote  in  fkvor 
of  the  »wpfMtAmtaA  whioh  had  been  proposed 


UmMSlalmmdSomAjMwica, 


Digitized  by 


DKBATBS  OF  OONG^ESa 


69 


by  tha  gentleman  from  Vew  York,  (Mr.  Yeb- 
RjuroK,)  and  agiunst  all  the  sobfleqaent  amend- 
ments which  had  been  moved.  He  would  pro- 
ceed to  give  his  reasoaa. 

I  presome,  said  Mr.  B.,  tihe  gentleman  from 
Maiwachnaetta,  (Mr.  WKBens.)  tonong  others, 
aDnded  to  mei,  when  he  stated  that  some  gen- 
tleman had  expreaBed  aaeymioH  that  oar  Vini»- 
ter  to  If  exkso  had  authority  to  make  tiie  deelara- 
tioii  which  be  made  to  the  GoTemment  oi  that 
eoontry.  I  had  other  mrands  for  this  belief 
Imadea  nwrv  opinion,  it  rests  upon  the  nni- 
Ibnn  policy  of  the  EzecntiTe  branch  of  this 
Goremment,  for  several  months  past,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  docnments  npon  onr  table. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
am)  IS  not  oertun  there  is  any  blame  any- 
where. ThK  opinion,  in  my  judgment,  cannot 
be  supported.  Had  not  Mezioo  refused  to  ns 
tiie  same  tre^  stipnlation  which  she  bad 
granted  to  the  Sontbem  Republics  1  Had  not 
Oie  negotiation  arrived  at  a  crisis !  Was  it  not 
aboot  to  be  disadvedt  In  this  critical  mo- 
ment, onr  IDnister,  for  the  flrat  time,  deoiarad 
tbey  shonld  grant  os  the  same  advantages,  be- 
came we  stood  in  the  same  relative  situation 
towards  them  with  the  other  Republics  of  this 
bemi^here.  We  stood  ple^;ed  to  support  botii 
their  ind^Mndence  and  their  form  of  Govern- 
ment, against  any  power  except  Spain,  which 
should  attempt  to  interfere  with  eitner.  KHr. 
Poinsett  has  obtained  a  treaty  upon  false  and 
unfounded  declarations  of  this  nature,  he  is 
nntch,  very  mnch,  to  blame.  But  this  is  not 
all.  He  has  proceeded  mnch  furtiier.  In  the 
latter  part  ot  the  same  letter,  he  states  as  fol- 
lovs :  "  I  then  recwitolated  the  course  <rf  pol- 
icy pnrBoed  towards  the  Spanteh  colonies,  by 
•or  GoTMument,  which  had  so  largely  contrib- 
bated  to  secure  their  independence,  and  enable 
tiwm  to  take  their  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth  :  tmd  dedared  vhat  ^rther  «m  wore 
road^  to  do  in  order  to  di^ond  their  right*  and 
Ubortieo;  hut  that  this  tsould  only  50  eimocttd 
from  ut,  and  amid  only  he  aeeompluStea  hy  a 
ttriet  union  of  all  the  American  It^hliea,  on 
terme  of  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  6.,  I  wish  to  see  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter. 
In  that  letter  he  has  certdnly  givra  a  ftill  and 
candid  axpoaition  of  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion. It  bronght  hrane  distinctly  to  the  nowl- 
fldge  of  onr  Government,  what  kind  of  a  treaty 
tiMr  Minister  had  dcmwded,  and  the  stipala- 
tioDS  he  had  nude  for  the  purpose  of  obtamiug 
it.  If  the  answer  to  this  letter  should  approve 
his  oondoct,  in  general  terms ;  nay,  if  it  snonld 
be  silcait  upon  the  subject,  tiie  inference  is  ir- 
resistible, that  our  Executive  wished  the  Mexi- 
can GovOTiment  to  grant  us  a  treaty,  under 
the  impressions  which,  had  been  made  by  his 
declarations.  If  they  had  not  resolved  to  pur- 
sue this  course  of  policy,  it  was  their  duty, 
I»t>mpUy  and  decidedly,  to  disavow  the  decla- 
ration of  their  lUuistw.  A  tacit  consent  is  equal- 
ly stroDA  and  equally  Unding  with  an  duress 
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assent  If  our  Government  should  obtain  and 
accept  a  treaty  upon  the  terms  stated  to  the 
Mexican  Government  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  it  would 
be  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  good  -faith 
among  nations,  afterwards  to  attempt  to  extri- 
cate ourselves  from  the  pledge,  by  declaring 
that  he  had  no  instructiona  to  make  such  a 
stipulation. 

Independent  of  any  express  instructions, 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  in  the  documents 
before  us,  to  create  a  belief^  that  our  Minister 
was  not  mistaken  in  the  ^neral  policy  and 
views  of  the  Executive.  When  our  Govern- 
ment was  invited  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama, 
the  terms  of  the  invitation  were  explicit ;  tbey 
could  not  be  mistaken.  We  were  informed 
that  the  two  principal  subjects  which  would 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Congress,  so  far  as 
the  United  States  were  concerned,  would  be 
our  "  resistance  or  opposition  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  any  neutral  nation,  in  the  question  and 
war  of  indiBpendence,  between  the  new  powers 
of  tiie  continent  and  Spain,"  and  onr 

C'tion  to  colonization  in  America  h^  1h« 
opean  Powers.**  Ux.  Obregon  tells  us, 
"  after  these  two  principal  subjects,  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  may  be  occupied 
upon  others."  Having  presented  this  plain  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  his  Government,  he 
invited  us  to  send  Representatives  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  *'  with  express  instrnctions  in 
their  credentials,  upon  the  two  principal  ques- 
tions." The  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  contuns, 
substantially,  the  same  declarations. 

Does  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
contidn  a  whiroer  of  dissent  from  the  terms  of 
tiiis  invitation?  Do  we  accept  the  invitation 
oonditi<Hially  ?  Do  we  declare  we  could  enter 
into  no  treaty  of  alliance,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  ol^ecte  which  the 
Southern  Republics  had  in  view  ?  No,  sir. 
On  the  contfEuy,  the  invitation  was  accepted  in 
the  most  general  terms.  There  is  one  ^art  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  particular  attention :  he 
states,  that  "this  is  a  matter  of  immediate 
utility  to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war 
with  Spain,  and  u  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
peated declaratioru  andproteeta  of  the  Cabinet 
at  Waehington.^''  Was  Mr.  Salazar  mistaken, 
andf  if  he  were,  why  did  not  the  Cabinet  correct 
the  mistake  f  Mr.  B.  observed,  that  ho  thought 
he  had  sufficientb*  diown  it  was  not  a  mere 
opinioiL  without  nets  to  support  it,  which  had 
induced,  him  to  believe  Mr.  Poinsett  was 
authorized  to  make  the  declarations  which  he 
had  made  to  the  Mexican  Government 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  great  danger  of  the  mission  to  Panama  Is, 
that  onr  Government  will  there  pursue  this 
course  of  policy.  If  I  shall  be  convinced  this 
will  not  be  the  case,  I  will  give  my  consent  to 
the  mission.  As  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  I 
echo  the  sentiments  of  the  Prerident  with  all 
my  heart  I  would  not  agree  that  any  nation 
on  earth  should  wrest  those  islands  firom  the 
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dominion  of  Spain.  With  the  exception  of 
£n)^d,  there  la  no  Oovemment  in  existence 
that  I  would  not  rather  see  in  possesrion  of 
them  tiian  &b  Ctovemment  of  Ifoxioo. 

The  United  States  have  had  snffident  ex- 
perience ot  the  inconvenience  and  the  danger 
of  entan^ing  alliances.  We  once  entered  into 
each  a  treaty  with  France,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  buy  oarselves  off  at  a  great  saorifloe. 
It  is  not  my  wish,  sud  Mr.  B.,  to  be  understood 
that  this  Government  onght  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  defend  the  independence  of 
tlie  Southern  Bepublics.  The  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  is,  that  we  should  not  be 
bound  to  do  so  by  treaty,  but  be  left  free  to 
act,  with  a  proper  regard  to  onr  own  situation, 
when  the  cnsb  shall  arrive. 

This  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Belations.  That  com- 
mittee is,  in  its  natore,  oonfldential.  Let  them 
inqaire,  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  they  want 
mpre  information  than  Hiey  already  possess, 
they  can  introduce  a  resolution  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  it,  by  the  authority  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  want  merely  the  instructions  which 
were  given  to  Mr.  Poinsett.  I  do  not  believe 
he  received  any  express  anthority  to  form  a 
treaty  of  allianoe.  It  required  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  that.  I  wish  the  committee  carefully  to 
examine  all  the  documents  which  have  been 
published,  or  which  may  be  in  tiieir  power, 
and  report  to  Utis  Honse,  whether  Mexico  may 
not  have  been  dee^ved,  whether  ^e  had  not 
sufficient  anthority  to  believe  we  were  pledged 
to  support  her  independence,  and  whether, 
under  this  false  impression,  she  might  not 
grant  us  a  treaty,  according  to  onr  wi^es.  It 
u  tjetter  to  send  the  subject,  at  once,  to  that 
committee.  It  will  go  to  them  without  restric- 
tion. It  cannot  be  sent  to  the  President  in 
that  manner.  We  can  only  ask  from  him  for 
such  information  as  may  l>e  communicated 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  I  give  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  F.  JoDNBON,  of  Kentndcy,  said,  he  in- 
tended to  say  bat  little  on  the  subject,  as  so 
much  had  already  been  said :  that  it  seemed  to 
htm  that  gentlemen  were  too  late  with  objec- 
tions to  the  declarations  which  had  been  made 
by  Kr.  Monroe.  There  was  a  time  when  they 
would  have  been  appropriate — in  1828,  about 
the  time  that  Congress  met,  the  armies  of 
France  had  overthrown  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  Spain,  and  re-established  Ferdi- 
nand in  all  his  regal  powers.  That  France, 
and  the  allied  sovereigns,  flashed  with  this 
success  against  Oonstitational  Government,  it 
was  believed  that  those  powers  contempwed 
making  rar  on  the  Bepublics  of  Sonth  Amer- 
ica and  Mexico,  and  to  re-colonize  them— 4hst, 
if  did  make  snch  war,  it  would  be  a  war 
ee^iost  repablioan  principles — a  war  to  exter- 
minate constitutional  governments:  at  this 
time  it  was,  that  Mr.  jtoiroe,  then  Freddenti 
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declared  to  tMs  House,  in  hia  message,  that  It 
was  dae  to  tiie  candor  of  this  GorenunenL  to 
dedare  to  the  allied  powers  of  Enrope,  and  to 
Fnmce,  snd  to  the  world,  this  Government 
will  not  view  with  indiflbrenoe,  any  attempt, 
on  their  part,  to  make  war  against  those  re- 
publics, for  the  purpose  of  re-colonizing  than; 
that  such  a  war  would  be  considered  a  war 
against  principle — a  war  against  free  Govern- 
ments—that it  would  tend  to  endanger  our 
own  institutions,  and  disturb  onr  peace  and  re- 
pose ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  oould  not  be  idle 
spectators  of  the  conflict.  This  declaration 
was  made  at  a  moment  of  supposed  imminent 
danger;  and  then  was  the  time  for  objectiMu; 
then  was  the  time  for  him,  who  dism>proTed 
the  sentiment,  to  nwak  ont :  or,  will  gentlemea 
say  it  meant  nothmgt  Did  not  every  one  in 
this  Honse  know,  and  understand,  what  it 
meant?  Yes,  sir,  sentlemen  knew  what  it 
meant :  it  meant,  if  the  allied  powers  of  Enrope 
and  France,  should  make  war  on  the  South 
American  repnblics,  to  put  down  and  ex- 
terminate those  Governments — that,  haying  so 
made  war  against  free  Govenimeats,  if  suc- 
cessful there,  that  the  next  effort  would  be 
against  this  country ;  to  extinguish  here  the 
last  trace  of  republican  institutions,  and  estab- 
lish legitimate  dynasty;  it  was  a  declaration 
that  he  would  not  wait  until  they  had  ap- 
proached our  firesides — that  we  would  me« 
the  danger  at  the  threshold ;  it  was  a  declnra- 
tioa  founded  upon  a  sense  of  oar  duties,  for 
the  preservaUoB  of  our  liberties — the  declara- 
tion, or  pledge,  as  some  call  it,  fras  not  made 
to  the  Sonthem  Bepnblics;  it  was  not  made  to 
France,  or  to  Englwd,  or  to  the  allied  powers; 
it  was  no  pledge  to  any  one ;  it  was  a  declara- 
tion founded  upon  considerations  of  the  defence 
of  our  own  institntions ;  it  was  made  with  a 
view  to  onr  own  safety,  and  not  with  a  view 
to  alliances  with  any  other  Government  or 
country ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to 
take  it  back.  It  has  had  its  effect ;  the  allied 
powers  abandoned  their  intention  of  making 
war  on  Mexico  and  Colombia ;  it  has  ^ven 
peace  and  security  to  tiie  liberties  of  the  South- 
ern Republics,  and  has  added  {^ory  to  onr  own 
country.  And  shall  we  now  take  it  back  I 
Take  it  back,  now  the  danger  is  over,  after  all 
the  ends  intended  are  consummated,  and  peace 
and  tranquillity  rests  over  the  land  I  I  saii 
before,  if  gentlemen  were  not  willing  to  stand 
by  the  declaration  thus  made  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
they  ought  to  have  objected  to  it  at  the  time. 
What  I  said  Mr.  J,,  are  gentlemen  willing  to 
take  that  declaration  back  now,  after  it  has 
had  its  effect — after  it  has  given  peace  to  those 
republics,  fame  and  security  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  tell  Enrope — ^tell  the  allied  pow- 
ers, that  it  meant  nothmg — that  it  was  a  mere 
Jest— the  declaration  of  a  Present,  without 
a  meaidng,  and  they  ought  not  to  have  regard- 
ed it?  who  is  hero  ready  to  say  so?— to  say 
he  will  not  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
his  oonntirto  the  Iwt?  Ko^  air,  there  Is  no 
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gentlflman,  apon  a  recvrreuoe  (rf  the  eame 
oMigen  to  this  oonntry,  bat  what  woold  speak 
■Dd  act  ihe  same  laogoaffe.  Etoii  now,  Bir, 
would  geotlamen  view  "wwh  indifferaioe  and 
anoracem,  an  attempt,  by  the  alUed  powers, 
to  ccdonize  llezioo  and  Texas,  to  prostrate  the 
efforts  of  that  oountry  for  liberty  and  independ- 
ance,  and  fix  upon  it  a  legitvaiate  dynasty? 
Sach  a  country,  in  extent,  population,  and  fer- 
tility, ooterminouB  to  our  frontiers,  placed  in 
poooegdon  of  tiie  allies,  would  afford  to  them, 
In  their  onisade  against  the  liberties  of  man,  a 
pfisition  and  resources  where  they  might  con- 
eentrate  a  force  to  any  amount,  which  they 
nui^t,  with  great  facility,  wield  agiunst  us,  and 
eoMle  them  to  wage  a  war  of  ma  most  disas- 
trona  kiiid,  which,  without  Mezioo  and  Tezaa^ 
tiiey  will  never  be  able  to  do.  Bir,  the  im- 
pwtance  of  such  a  step,  on  the  part  of  the 
alliod  powers,  and  the  serious  and  alanning 
eonseqoenoee  which  might  rise  out  of  it  to  us, 
are  too  obvioiu  to  need  elucidation;  and,  is 
there  any  one  here  who  is  prepared  to  sav  he 
will  be  indifferent  to  such  an  eventV  If  were 
is,  I  am  not  the  one. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  this  was  no  pledge  to  any 
Govemment  or  to  any  nation.  There  was 
nodiing  mystical  in  the  declaration,  as  some 
have  pretended.  It  was  an  open  declaration  of 
the  views  of  Frendent  Monroe  of  what  was  the 
true  interest  and  policy,  in  the  event  then  con- 
templated, for  tiua  country  to  pursue,  to  ^e- 
■erva  its  liberty,  and  to  perpetuate  its  muon. 
It  waa  founded  upon  a  oonsideratiqn  of  our 
own  lights  and  our  own  duties,  in  preserving 
our  own  institutions ;  and  it  was  responded  to 
by  the  people  of  this  country — ^it  met  the  ap- 
probation of  all.  Tea,  sir,  Mr.  Monroe  received 
more  eclat  for  this  act,  than  any  other  of  his 
whole  administration.  And  who  can  tell  what 
wouM  have  happened,  if  this  ground  had  not 
been  assumed ;  would  all  have  now  been  peace 
and  prosperity  f 

Bat  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  says 
tUs  has  been  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Ad- 
ministration for  the  last  three  months  (at  few 
moiUha),  and  that  he  would  not  sanotion  It 
Thy  the  gentleman  aay  such  bad  been  the 
pdicy  pursued  by  the  Administration  for  a 
ftw  months  pastt  Why  did  he  not  say  for 
nearly  three  years  ^8tf  Is  it  because,  in  the 
mean  time,  another  Preddent  baa  been  elected  I 
Is  it  because  another  Administration,  in  part, 
has  aocoeeded  to  the  former,  that  the  gentieman 
will  not  sanction  what  he  expressly  or  tatatiy 
approved  under  that  formw  Administration! 
Is  that  the  reason  ? 

That  genUemaii,  uid  also  others,  have  sdd, 
that  Mr.  Poinsett  has  given  a  pledge  to  Mexico, 
in  case  td  war  on  that  country,  that  this  nation 
will  "bear  the  brant  of  the  otHitest."  Mr. 
Poinsett  has  given  no  suob  pledge— he  had  no 
inQiority  to  make  such  a  one.  Hi.  Poinsett, 
it  is  admitted,  may  not  have  been  as  cautious 
and  dear  in  hia  egressions,  as,  perhaps,  he 
ooght  to  bave  btto.    Ba  aa^  ne  told  the 


[H.  or  Bl 

Mexican  Ministor,  "  that,  at  to  the  event  of 
such  an  attempt— (an  attnnpt  to  re^lonize 
Mexico,  and  overturn  her  Government,  by  a 
war  against  republican  principles,  is  to  what 
Mr.  P.,  in  my  opinion,  aUodes)-4n  sudi  an  at- 
tempt," says  Mr.  Poinsett,  "  we  would  be  com- 
pelled to  take  the  most  activepart,  and  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  the  contest."  were  we  pledged 
to  Mexico  to  do  so  ?  No,  sir.  Are  we  com- 
pelled, by  any  treaty,  with  any  power,  to  do 
so !  No,  sir.  Mr.  Poinsett,  clearly,  has  allu- 
Non  to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  that  our 
own  self-preservation  woold  impel  us  to  this 
course,  in  such  an  event  That,  perhaps,  ia 
what  he  meant.  If  he  intended  to  go  further 
than  the  true  policy  of  tiiis  country,  in  sach 
an  event,  would  call  for,  he  was  wrong.  But 
who  can  tell  what  such  an  event  nU|^t  induce 
us  to  do  f  He  was  wrong^  perhaps,  to  use  the 
expression,  without  definmg  its  extent  and 
meaning ;  unless,  indeed,  Mexico  understood  It 
to  stop  at  the  point  I  have  mentioned.  The 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
has  read  a  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  which  allusion  is  also 
made  to  the  declaration  in  tiie  President's 
Message  of  tiie  2d  December,  1828;  and  I, 
with  ULst  gentieman,  think  that  it  is  sufficient 
to  show,  without  further  evidence,  that  the 
allusions  of  Mr.  Poinsett  were  to  the  policy  laid 
down  in  that  Messwe ;  ond,  I  presume,  that, 
if  the  present  Administration  have  said  or  done 
any  tUng  in  relation  to  that  subject,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
principles  and  policy  of  that  declaration.  Genr 
tiemen,  he  beheved,  were  mistaken,  in  suppos- 
ing that  Ur.  Poinsett  had  given  any  each 
pledge.  The  fact  of  the  Mexican  Minister 
having  refused  to  sign  the  treaty,  because  Mr. 
Poinsett  would  not  make  the  pledge,  ought  to 
be  conclusive,  that  he  neither  has  made,  nor 
intended  to  make,  such  a  pledge— he  had  no 
power  to  nmke  it. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  the  President's  making 
promises,  &c.,  which  may  involve  us  in  difficul- 
ties, as  if  he  had  either  the  power  or  the  inclina- 
tion to  do  so.  Sir,  what  can  Hie  President  dot 
Suppose  the  allied  sovereigns  should  make 
war  on  republican  principles,  and  commence 
their  operations  in  Mexico,  or  in  any  other 
war  that  shall  be  or  may  be  contemplated, 
tending  to  endanger  our  country,  what  does 
his  duty  require  of  nim  to  do  t  It  is  his  boundMt 
duty  to  wateh  the  movements  of  any  and  all 
countries  that  shall  exhibit  or  indicate  such  an 
intention,  and  oommonicato  to  this  House  th« 
facts ;  and  it  is  our  place  and  our  duty  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  shall  effectually  and  efficient- 
ly defend  our  conntn'.  This  is  all  he  can  do 
in  such  an  event,  and  It  is  all  that  he  will  Ao— 
he  will  not  transcend  hia  rights,  by  taking 
upon  himself  more  than  belongs  to  him.  ft 
remains  for  na  to  approve  or  disf^prove  the 
measnrea  he  mi^  raoonunoid,  or  to  adopt  moh 
others,  in  th^  itead,  ai  onr  Judgments  ahall 
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I,  for  oae,  am  not  preparted  to  take  baok 
the  declaration  thus  inade  bj  Hr.  Monitie — a 
declaration^  founded,  I  repeat,  with  a  view  to 
oar  own  safety  and  the  defence  of  oar  own  oonn- 
try ;  wHh  a  view  to  the  perpetuation  of  our  own 
Independence  and  oar  own  happiness,  agunst 
the  oombiued  aggresdons  of  the  olfwd  tofur- 
dgtu  of  Europe ;  and  not  nude  witii  ft  view  <tf 
forming  entangling  aUiances,  on  our  part,  with 
any  naBon.  A  happy  and  glorious  result  has 
been  produced;  the  allied  powers  relinquished 
all  further  designs  agidust  America— North 
and  South :  the  danger  is  gone  by — I,  for  one, 
will  not  take  it  back,  and  tell  the  allied  sorer- 
eims  and  the  world  it  meant  nothing. 

Mr.  MoDoFJiB  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  the 
intentioa  of  the  House  should  be  defeated  by  a 
mere  question  about  form,  for  himself^  he 
«(»isidered  it  as  of  little  consequence,  whether 
the  inquiry  was  made  by  the  Committee  oS 
For^gn  BelatioBS  or  by  the  House.  It  was  of 
much  more  importance  that  the  inquiry,  in 
whatever  mode  it  might  be  presented,  should 
cover  the  whole  ground.  Be  nad  no  objections 
&at  it  should  M  made  specific,  if  that  form 
was  preferred  by  any  gendeman,  bat,  in  that 
case,  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  general 
modiflostion  as  to  disclosures  injurious  to  the 
nnblio  good.  He,  therefore,  suggested  to  his  col- 
Uague  the  expediency  of  modSying  his  amend- 
ment, by  adding  '*  such  parts  of  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter 
to  Mr.  Olay,  dated  Hezioo>  28th  September, 
1825,  and  numbered  22,  as  relate  to  a  wppotsa 
jrfsdfftf  of  the  United  St^es,"  and  addiiw  to  it  the 
wwos  moved  by  the  gentleman  ftom  &entnoky, 
(Ur.  Lbtohik,)  so  that  the  whole  should  read : 

**JRMolMd,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  Uoited 
States  be  requested  to  uansmlt  to  this  House  a 
eop?  of  such  parts  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
e(  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Hr.  Gift;,  dated 
Mexloo,  28th  September,  1825,  and  uambered  22, 
as  relate  to  a  tvppoted  pUdge  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  also,  to  inform  the  House  whether  the  Uoited 
States  have,  in  any  manner,  made  any  pledge  to 
tiie  GoTemmeDts  of  Mexico  and  South  America, 
Oat  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  power  with  the  independ* 
enoe  or  farm  of  Government  of  those  nations;  and, 
IT  10,  wheat  in  what  maanwf  and  to  wbi^  ex- 
tantr 

Kr.  Hamilton  expressed  his  willingness  to 
aeoqit  of  tins  as  a  modi&oatiai  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoD.  proceeded :  One  word,  sir,  to  the 
Mitleman  from  Eentuoky,  (Mr.  F.  Johnson.) 
That  gentleman  assumes  tiiat  the  Message  of 
I^ident  Monroe  doee,  in  effect,  operate  as  a 
pledge  that  the  United  States  will,  by  force,  if 
necessary,  resiat  any  attempt  at  interference 
with  the  Indi^iendaioe  of  the  Soatb  American 
States. 

glere  Mr.  Johnson  e^ressed  dissent] 
ir,  I  will  not  now  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  Message  of  President  Monroe,  bat  Isolemnly 
enter  my  protest  against  any  sooh  oonstrootion 


of  that  Message,  as  that  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  send  to  the  South  American  States, 
and  enter  into  treaties  to  ud  them.  If  snoh  is 
the  oonatruotion  put  npon  that  Message  by  die 
present  Adminislvatiott  of  the  Govwnment^  I 
tUaolaim  and  protest  u;aiBSt  it. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  01^  thoaght  it  votdd  b« 
more  proper  to  call  on  the  Prerident  of  th* 
United  States  for  this  information,  than  to  ob- 
tun  it  through  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. The  Exeontive  is  the  propw  branch 
of  this  Government  to  give  informotiott  touch- 
Ing  the  foreign  relations  of  the  conn  try. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
MoIhiFFis,  that  he  thought  he  had  said  that 
Uie  Message  of  President  Monroe  did  not  pledge 
this  Oovemment  to  anybody;  bnt  that rae  dec- 
laration had  been  made  nnder  a  sense  of  onr 
own  rights,  and  with  the  intent  tiiat  others 
ahoold  remember  tihon.  I  said  ihaX  this  declft- 
ration  had  bad  the  most  salutary  effects.  Sir, 
it  had— the  dedaration  has  uswered  its  object 
—it  has  had  the  etfect  that  was  intended.  I 
consider  it  a  credit  to  the  oonntry,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  back  any  part  of  it. 

Mr.  PowBU.  said,  if  he  understood  the  amend- 
ment, as  now  mod^ed,  it  was,  in  substance,  tiie 
same  as  that  which  he  had  himself  offered,  and 
he  could  assure  the  Hoase  that  he  had  no  such 
partiality  for  his  own  resolution  as  to  perplex 
the  House  by  insisting  on  their  determining 
which  they  should  adopt ;  believing  the  amend- 
ment to  be,  in  fact,  equal  to  his  own,  he  should 
very  heartily  acquiesce,  ahoold  it  be  sanctioned 
by  the  House.  His  object  was  not  to  criminate 
anybody.  He  had,  however,  an  ulterior  ol^ect 
in  presenting  his  restdntion  to  the  House — an 
object  directly  the  reverse  of  l2)at  denied  \xf 
the  gentleman  from  Eentuoky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
He  wishes  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  be  reo- 
ognized  and  adheied  to ;  I  wish  that,  if  any 

Sedge  is  sapposed  to  have  been  given  by  Mr. 
ouroe,  this  House  shall  prostrate  snoh  a 
pledge,  and  proclaim  to  the  world  that  they  do 
not  hold  it  tawfolly  made,  or  binding  on  the 
country.  If,  in  answer  to  our  inquiry,  the  Ex- 
ecutive shall  say  that  the  conntir  is  pledged, 
I  shall  then  move  that  this  House  disavow  such 
an  understanding. 

Tet,  I  do  not  say  that  the  Umted  States  shall 
never  renst,  by  force,  an  interference,  however 
violent  w  dangeront^  with  the  Sonth  American 
States ;  bat  I  do  not  choose  to  pledge  this  Gov- 
ernment to  any  alliance  beforetumd.  When 
such  a  case  shiul  arise  as  will  justify  it,  let  us 
interpose  by  the  strong  hand  of  power;  bnt,  in 
the  meanwhile,  let  as  remain  free  from  all 
pledges  of  allianoes. 

Mr.  VzBPLANox  suggested,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McDiTFFiB  should  be  modified,  by 
substituting  for  the  words  "  supposed  pledge^** 
the  words  *'  the  pledge  therein  mentioned.''^ 

Mr.  MoDuFFiN  accepted  this  modlfination, 
and,  thus  modified — 

Mr.  Powell  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
MoDnrriE,  and  adopted  it  as  his  own. 
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[The  question,  therefore,  from  this  point  in 
the  debate,  was  between  Mr.  Powxll*b  reaoln- 
tioQ  and  that  of  Ur  Wiozuns.] 

Mr.  Vkbpi^ok,  aftor  thanking  the  gentleman 
from  PeiuurlTaaia,  (lb.  BucuAirAii,)  for  his 
aamort  of  the  amui^noit,  as  at  first  offiBred, 
Ij  hiBBwlfi  and  stating  that  Ur.  B.  had  antici- 
pated him  in  some  of  his  views,  which  he  there- 
fon  would  not  repeat,  said,  ttiat  the  question 
now  was,  whether  the  inqnirj  shall  go  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  or  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  He  thooght  tiie  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  very  clearly  shown  that 
the  first  of  these  courses  was,  on  manj  ac- 
eonnts,  to  be  preferred.  He  should  not  repeat 
the  aignments  bj  which  that  gentleman  haa  so 
ably  supported  his  position.  There  was  odc 
other  groiuid  on  which  it  might  be  maintcuned, 
and  wmeh  he  bdiered  the  gentleman  bad  not 
adTOied  ta  The  gmitleman  tnaa  Eentncky 
Qb.  JoRimoii)  has  said  that  the  danger  is  over ; 
and  he  says  trnfy— tiie  finreign  danger  is  over. 
Bat  stiU  there  is  snoUier  dandier  at  home :  the 
danger  of  pTOoedenta  in  inter^eting  the  cmiiti- 
tn^i. 

The  late  President  of  the  United  States  had 
made  a  pnblio  declaration  in  hisUessage  to  the 
House,  which  was  right  and  jost  in  itself^  and 
was  huled  by  the  whole  American  people  with 
great  eotbasiasm ;  and  it  was  snpported,  as  far 
as  neeessaiy,  by  the  atitbtHities  of  the  country. 
Bat,  its  terms  were  very  vagne  and  indefinite 
—jfwbape  purposely  so,  that  it  might  not  com- 
mit the  eoontiT'.  But,  though  thus  indefinite 
in  itaeli;  it  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic^ where  it  assomed  a  very  different  form.  It 
was  used  by  our  Uioisters  abroad,  and  eon- 
ndered  of  so  definite  a  eharaoter  as  to  be  bar- 
gained on  in  obtaining  oommeroial  privil»es, 

Now,  ur,  I  open  the  constitntioa,  and  I  ask, 
where  is  the  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  this  Government,  to  give 
any  soen  pledge  ?  I  find  that  Congress  has  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  the  Preudent  to 
make  treaties ;  but  I  find  no  power  given  to  the 
Premdent  to  commit  the  nauon  to  any  pre-de- 
termined  Sne  of  policy. 

But  gentlemen  say  Uie  honor  of  the  country  is 
committed — a  bu^n  lias  bem  made  on  this 
pledge  Well,  sir,  suppose  aome  unexpected 
Btate  of  things  dionld  anse  in  the  internal  oon- 
eema  <tf  tiieae  Soutli  American  Bepnblics ;  snp- 
poee,  for  example,  that  one  of  uie  provinces 
dioiud  reriet  the  anthoritr  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, on  a  question,  perhaps,  oonceming  the 
introdnctiou  religions  liberty,  (and  that  is  a 
to|ne  on  which  our  Government  seems  pecu- 
£niy  anxious,)  and  in  this  Juncture  of  affairs, 
the  Government  of  that  Republic  should  call  on 
Uiis  Government  to  redeem  its  pledge :  could 
we  turn  round  and  tell  them  that  no  pledge  had 
ever  been  given  f  Conld  we  ieaj  to  them,  af- 
ter  the  pledge  had  been  made  the  basis  of  a 
ennmerdal  bargain,  that  the  President  of  the 
Unhed  States  had  no  authority  to  f^ve  such  a 
fladget  ffiTftiiiaappearatonietoheonAminB 


[H.  or  B. 

step  towards  increasing  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  making  this  House  and  tlie  Senate  in 
effect  nothing — a  mere  registering  assembly  to 
give  a  formal  aaucticm  to  the  decrees  of  the 
Executive. 

Sir,  I  would  say  to  these  Governments  at 
once,  that  no  formal  pledge  had  been  givm,  or 
could  be  given,  by  the  Piresident ;  that,  in  tibe 
declaration  referred  to,  the  Government  had 
done  wisely,  perhaps,  but  nothing  more ;  be* 
yond  a  declaration  the  Executive  had  no  ri^t 
to  go.  Sir,  do  not  let  as  deceive  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, nor  let  them  be  deceived. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  any 
great  terror  on  the  subject  of  nenrpation — but 
step  by  step,  we  may  go  on  until  we  ^ter  the 
constitntion.  It  is  in  this  way  that  Quvem- 
ments  become  changed  by  the  lapse  of  time, 
and  assume  at  length  an  entirely  new  charac- 
ter. New  power  is  gradually  given  as  to  for- 
eign politics,  and  at  last  we  become  entangled 
in  foreign  alliances. 

Thi^  too,  might  he  a  very  proper  occasion 
for  this  House  to  express  its  views  as  to  the 
posture  of  this  country  in  relation  to  the  na- 
tions of  both  continents.  And  while,  on  the 
one  band,  we  give  notice  that  we  shall  repel  all 
aggression  on  the  liberties  of  this  continent,  we 
may,  with  great  deliberation,  take  ground  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  we  will  not  go.  We  may 
make  this  point  a  rallying  point  for  the  consti- 
tution. But  where  can  ve  take  this  etand  but 
on  a  report  of  a  conunittee  of  this  House  I 
Gentlemen  wish  us  to  call  on  the  President  to 
give  us  foil  information  on  the  subject  of  tids 
supposed  pledge — well,  sir,  suppodng  he  does 
so — ^vill  this  enable  us  to  get  any  expres^on  by 
the  people  of  their  sense  of  tbdr  own  rights? 
No,  Bir.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  resdntton 
will  pass  in  its  original  form.  ' 

Ur.  Bbed  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. We  wish  to  ask  for  information,  and, 
nr,  where  is  it  ?  Sir,  the  President  alone  has 
got  it ;  and  why  should  we  ask  him  through 
a  committee  I  Is  it  in  order  that  that  commit- 
tee may  express  its  view  of  the  conduct  of  this 
Government,  with  respect  to  pledges  ?  Is  that 
object  aimed  at  ?  Sir,  this  may  be  proper, 
or  nol^-but  let  us  get  iJie  information — ^let  us 
get  it  in  a  direct  form — ^not  by  any  circuitous 
mode— not  accompanied  by  fosses  and  eom- 
mentaries  which  may  render  its  meaning  doubt- 
foL  It  is  very  possible  I  may  go  with  uie  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  in  his  views  of  what 
we  ou^t  to  declare  on  the  subject  of  the  South 
American  States ;  but  to  assume,  ^tiiitonsly, 
before  any  answer  is  given,  that  it  will  be  of 
such  and  such  a  kind,  and  that  then  we  must 
do  so  and  so,  is  in  my  Judgment  wholly  im- 
proper. 

Ur.  Cook  thought  that,  whether  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  Government,  had  acted  right  or 
not,  in  making  a  certain  dechwaUon  at  a  former 
periodf  was  what  need  not  now  he  inquired 
into :  seeing  that  the  l^Mt  c^dal  act  of  the 
Government  haa  declared  ezproaslj  that  onr 
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OommissionerB  have  no  power,  hy  their  inetrno- 
tions,  to  compromit  tne  neatraltty  of  this 
ooaobT',  wh^  stiould  we  seek  my  thiM  to  the 
ooutrai/  of  a  previona  date.  And  beidi&B,  does 
not  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  answer  to 
Salazar,  disavow  that  this  Oovemment  is  to 
nudce  any  foreign  alliancee  ?  Sir,  I  am  opposed 
to  send  to  &  committee  of  this  House  for  an 
elaborate  report  on  the  relations  of  this  Gov- 
emment  in  all  time  to  come.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared for  a  long  string  of  resolutions  which  can 
excite  debate  and  do  uo  good.  Besolntions  of 
this  kind,  though  entitled  to  respect,  are  but 
things  of  a  moment,  and  have  little  effect  on 
our  successors.  I  want  merelj  the  information 
now  asked  for.  I  would,  however,  suggest  a 
modification  of  the  resolution  by  inserting  the 
words  *'  or  otherwise,"  after  those  which  speak 
of  a  {dedse  being  given  according  to  tiie  consti- 
tution. According  to  the  oonstitntion,  we  know . 
that  the  Bxecutire  could  give  no  sacli  pledge— 
he  has  not  the  power.  But  if  we  ask  whether 
a  pledge  has  been  given,  whetiier  constitntion- 
my  or  otherwise,"  the  fact,  if  it  has  hap- 
pened, most  come  out.  If  any  such  pledge  has 
been  given  hy  Mr.  Monroe,  it  is  certainly  a  de- 
parture from  his  own  policy;  and  if  by  the 
preseat  Executive,  it  is  against  the  very  last  act 
of  his  in  relation  to  these  South  American  Re- 
publics. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  thoi^ht  that  any  such  clause 
was  unnecessary.  There  is  but  one  mode  by 
wliich  the  Goremment  oi  the  United  States  can 
l>e  pledged  to  any  act  or  course  of  policy,  and 
that  is  according  to  the  consUtntion.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  object  to  having  this  inquiry 
directed  to  the  President.  Sir,  will  you  ask  the 
President  whether  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  pledged }  And  what  will  be  his 
answer  f  Can  he  send  xts  a  treaty)  No,  sir,  he 
has  none  to  send.  That  he  has  none,  is  proved 
by  the  filct  that  we  are  invited,  according  to  his 
opinion  of  the  invitation,  to  go  to  a  designated 
place  to  make  one.  Why,  then,  will  you  go  to 
the  President  ?  The  Minister  has  held  official 
langaage — that  is  plain ;  aad  what,  sir,  is  bis 
language  worth!  It  is  worth  as  moeh  as  the 
official  langaage  of  an  American  Minister  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Do  yon  ask  what  was 
his  authority  for  using  this  Ian gn age  ?  He  nsed 
it  by  virtue  of  his  plenipotentiary  powers,  and 
nnder  the  instructions  of  his  Chief.  Has  not 
the  President  sent  to  this  House  documents 
which  produce  everywhere  the  deepest  impres- 
sion !  And  are  they  not  folly,  and  in  every 
porticalar,  a  justification  of  sach  language  as 
our  Minister  has  held !  It  Is  the  language  of 
the  Secretary  of  State :  he,  too,  speaks  to  the 
American  nations  of  the  memorable  pledge  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  What  will 
you  go  to  the  President  for!  Do  yon  wish  to 
know  if  the  hugnage  is  Justified  by  the  ^>irit 
of  his  instmotioas  f  Sir,  it  must  be.  Some 
genUemeo,  perhaps,  may  find  arguments  to  sat- 
my  tfaemBelves  that  the  langaage  is  not  justified 
to  its  whole  extent ;  but  notiluiiig  shtnt  of  the 
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recall  of  the  Minister  can  satisfy  this  nation 
that  the  language  is  not  approved.  Sir,  the 
language  of  a  Minister  is  something— it  goes  for 
■onwtUng.  He  ai^  we  are  pledged ;  we  are 
called  on  to  redeem  the  pledge ;  and  he  htm 
(^ven  to  the  Mexican  Government  snch  asaor- 
anoes  that  they  infer  we  wUl  ^fil  this  pledge 
A  question  then  presents  itself-— by  what  pow- 
er has  the  President  acted!  Where  is  the 
sanction  of  such  an  act  in  the  constitntion  ? 
Has  the  Executive  trenched  on  the  powers  of 
this  House  and  of  the  Senate?  Sir,  it  is  a 
grave  inquiry,  and  one  which  it  is  proper,  oa 
every  account,  should  be  submitted  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Sir,  I  am  agreeably  sorprised  to  see  the  in- 
terest whidi  t£i3  matter  has  excited ;  yet  I  cao- 
Dot  but  be  surprised.  The  Freddent  of  the 
United  States  is  the  c^ldial  organ  to  expresa 
the  will  and  guard  the  interests  of  the  people  in 
their  intercourse  with  foreign  powers. 

Is  it  strange  he  should  presume  to  call  a  mes- 
sage to  this  House,  not  disapproved,  a  pledge  f 
How  often  have  we  been  told  that  the  mere 
report  of  a  branch  of  an  Execotive  Department 
was  adopted,  and  bound  this  House  and  the 
Executive,  because  an  appropriation  had  been 
made  to  execute  a  part  of  it !  Has  not  an  act 
tieen  passed,  which  recognizM  as  contemplated 
a  great  system  of  internal  improvement,  upon 
which  there  has  been  neither  vote  nor  exami- 
nation by  Congress?  There  is  a  still  deeper 
example :  a  law  has  been  eonatmed  «id  exe- 
cuted, not  according  to  the  law  itself  but  ac> 
cording  to  the  construction  contained  in  tiie 
Message  of  a  former  Preddent  of  the  United 
Stetes — ^the  Slave  act;  and  this,  because  the 
construction  was  not  disapproved  by  Congress. 
Important  consequences  followed  this  constrao- 
tioQ :  lai^  sums  of  money  were  spent — a  war 
ensued — ^and  one  hundred  human  victims  per- 
ished on  a  barren  and  distant  shore.  Is  it  sur- 
prising that  the  President  should  now  make  a 
similar  presumption,  in  a  case  similar,  althongh 
not  so  strong?  In  1828,  a  President  of  the 
United  Stotes  made  a  very  important  and  strik- 
ing declaratim  on  the  sat^eot  of  our  future  pc^ 
icy  in  relation  to  the  South  American  Stntoa. 
No  disapprobation  was  expressed  by  Congress; 
imd  therefore,  it  is  eonradwed  as  approved,  and 
as  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  Congreaa. 
Sir,  I  object  to  all  snch  inferences ;  but  these 
are  more  defensible  in  our  foreign  intercourse 
than  at  home.  Permit  me  to  bring  the  facts 
on  this  subject  before  the  House.  I  was  at  that 
time  present  in  the  House ;  and  I  confess  that, 
when  the  Message  was  read,  I  was  startied  at 
its  boldness.  It  was  so  different  from  the  or- 
dinary tone  of  that  gentieman's  oommunicationi^ 
that  we  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it.  But, 
sir,  tiie  mystery  was  soon  explained.  We  soon 
saw,  that,  however  b<^  this  declaration  might 
app^'to  be,  there  had  been  no  improdwoe  In 
making  it,  because  there  was.  in  net,  no  dan- 
ger. IluB  dedaration  Allowed  a  detwimnation 
of  another  Gorenunent.  That  Govarament  had 
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deebrad  to  the  other  cabinets  of  Earope,  hj  an 
«ffiraal  conTwaatton  villi  France,  that  it  woiUd 
not  see,  with  indiffermee,  ad;-  interference 
with  Spanish  Amuiea,  ami  oar  decluBtim 
eame  in  tagging  behind  that  official  conversa- 
tion. The  declaration  itself,  was,  I  believe, 
generallr  ^proved  in  this  coantry.  Sir,  I  ap- 
prove it  myself  if  it  is  rightly  ttndorstood, 
but  I  stron^y  disapprove  of  if  it  commits  to 
waj  alliance  with  the  South  American  Qovern- 
mentSL  I  will  now,  however,  resome  the  his- 
tory  of  what  passed  in  the  House.  A  gentle- 
man from  Eentnoky,  thinking  that  this  decla- 
ration of  the  President  was  only  a  declaration 
of  the  President,  introdaced  a  resolution  cor- 
reepon^ng  in  tone  with  the  language  in  the 
Hcnage.    It  is  in  these  words : 

'*Se*olMd,  fe.  That  the  people  of  these  States 
voold  not  Bee,  without  Mrious  inquietude,  any  for- 
iftle  intcrpo^tion  by  the  Allied  Powers  of  Europe, 
in  the  behalf  Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former 
sabJectioQ  those  purts  of  the-continent  of  America 
which  have  proclumed  aad  established  for  tbem- 
■elvcs,  respectively,  independent  GoTemments,  and 
which  have  been  solemnly  recognized  by  the 
United  States." 

The  resolution  took  the  ordinary  conrse :  it 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Boose  on  the  state  of  the  Uuioa,  and  there  it 
slept  until  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  gen- 
tleraan  thns  distinctly  stated  that,  as  there  was 
not  the  remotest  danger  that  the  contingency 
coDtemplated  in  the  resolution  wtfnld  actnallj 
take  place,  he  had  not  called  it  up.  Sir,  the 
nteaning  <^thls  declaration  was  in  nowise  con- 
tingent or  doDbtful;  it  was  perfectly  under- 
stood without  the  protest  which  the  honorable 
genUenian  from  Massachusetts  sayshe  then  mode, 
(and  which  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear,) 
and  that  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  not  now  in 
hisaeat;  itwas  perfectly  understood  by  the  House 
as  nothing  more  than  a  mere  declaration.  The 
Government,  it  seems,  has  since  occasioned  it 
to  become  something  more,  and  the  object  of 
the  present  resolution,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
reduce  this  formidable  pledge  back  to  its  origi- 
nd  fauportance  as  a  mere  dednratton  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

If  gentlemen  snppose  that  any  thing  we  shall 
get  from  tbe  President  will  put  it  in  a  different 
Egbt,  the  resolution  ought  to  be  directed  to 
tiie  President.  I  do  not,  and  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  amendment  will  be  rejected,  and  thai 
the  original  motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Mallabt  said,  that  it  seemed  to  him  the 
resolution  waa  not  understood.  The  real  point 
irf  inquiry  was,  by  what  authority  Mr.  Poinsett 
had  made  the  declaration  in  question  to  the 
Mexican  Minister.  Now,  the  matter  seemed  to 
be  snderstood  In  a  different  way.  An  entirely 
ffistinct  question  had  been  substituted  for  the 
original  inquiry,  and  the  reecdntion  had  been  so 
worded,  that  he  doubted  if  it  would  be  of  any 
we.  We  are  now,  it  seems,  to  inqnire  if  the 
Quted  States  hm  pren  an/ pledge  recogoixed 
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by  the  constitution,  to  those  Government.  But 
we  deny  that  tbe  Executive  can  pledge  the 
United  States.  We  suppose,  from  tiie  papers, 
that  our  Minister  pretended  to,^ve  a  pledge, 
which  neither  he  nor  the  Frerident  had  a  right 
to  ^ve.  We  dffliy  that  any  jdedge  can  consti- 
tntionallj  exist,  at  all ;  and,  if  it  has  been  given, 
what  we  want  to  know  is,  by  what  authority. 

Mr.  Wbight  said  he  rose  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
FoBSYTH.)  From  the  gentleman^s  speech  on 
this  subject,  on  Saturday,  a  report  of  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  it  appears,  he  was  then  of 
opinion,  tbe  inquiry  should  be  directed  to  the 
lYesident.  He  thought  then  the  committee  hod 
no  information  to  give.  I  thought  he  was  cor- 
rect then,  and  I  agreed  with  him.  Now  he 
thinks  we  oufdbt  to  direct  the  inquiry  to  the 
committee  [  What  has  effected  this  change  in, 
his  mind  ?  Has  any  thing  transpired  in  the  in- 
terim to  effect  itl  It  is  sudden.  I  do  not 
know,  and  cannot  imagine,  what  has  effected 
it,  and  I  cannot  change  too.  I  must  agree  with 
the  opinion  expressed  on  Saturday,  with  which 
I  concurred,  unless  I  too  can  see  some  cause  for 
change,  or  be  advised  that  the  committee  has 
now  more  information  than  it  then  had. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  who  just  returned  into  Uie  hall, 
said,  that  the  accidental  absence  from  the  House 
for  a  moment,  had  prevented  him  from  bearing 
what  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
QSt.  WnianT.)  A  mutu^  friend  had  just  in- 
formed him  wat  the  gentleman  had  rooken  of 
a  d^erence  between  the  (pinion  of  Mr.  F.  on 
this  discussion  and  in  the  disonsrion  of  Satmrday. 
No  snch  difference  existed.  His  opinion  of 
Saturday  had  undergone  no  change.  The  gen- 
tleman had  probably  been  misled  by  judging 
of  his  (Mr.  F.  s)opinioDs  by  what  was  pobHuied 
for  him,  and  not  from  what  he  had  spoken  for 
himself.  He  requested  that  gentlemen  would 
hereafter  coniine  their  remarks  to  what  he  had 
said,  and  not  to  what  was  reported  for  him. 
Language  and  sentiments  were  iVequentiy  im- 

Euted  to  him,  never  uttered  or  conceived  by 
im.  In  one  of  the  public  journals  of  this  city, 
(the  Jfational  Journal)  the  errors  were  so  fre- 
quent and  so  remarkable,  as  to  induce  him  $1- 
most  to  fear  that  he  was  purposely  misrepre- 
sented. He  had  not  complained,  as  he  was 
not  answerable  for  the  errors  of  the  reporter. 
In  the  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  (the 
National  Intellifftneery)  his  remarks,  when  he 
first  addressed  the  House,  were  reported  with 
substantial  accuracy.  His  explanatory  remarks 
were  altogether  mistaken.  He  had  said  that 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  had  no  in- 
formation to  give  to  the  House.  But  that  he 
presumed  that  the  desire  of  tlie  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was,  that  an  inquiry  abould  bo  made 
into  the  propriety  of  the  language  used  b^  our 
Mioister,  and  of  the  instructions  on  which  it 
was  founded ;  and  that  if  that  was  his  wish,  he 
ought  to  make  the  language  of  his  resolution 
more  specific.  It  would  then  present  a  veiy 
imputant  qnestaon.  The  resalaticoi  had  mium 


Digitized  by 


a  or  a] 

been  modified,  and  it  does  now  present  a  very 
important  qnestion.  That,  sir,  is  my  opinion 
tu-da;— it  waa  mjr  opinion  on  Satordaj  last. 
I  am  persoaded  that  nmther  the  Committee  of 
Foreint  Belations  nor  the  Prerident  of  the 
UnitM  States  have  uay  iDformation  to  give  the 
Honse,  of  tMoIi  it  ia  not  already  poeaessed. 

Mr.  LiTixGSToi?  sud,  that  he  was  so  very 
onfortanate  as  not  to  be  able  to  vote  fbr  either 
of  the  two  resolatioDa  before  the  Hoase.  One 
of  those  rewlntions  retj^aires  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afifbirs  to  inqnire  whether,  in  any  man- 
ner, according  to  the  constitution,  a  pledge  has 
been  given  by  this  Government,  that  it  will  aid 
the  Sonth  American  States  in  a  certain  contin- 
gency. Now,  sir,  the  only  constitutional  way 
of  giving  any  pledge  ui  thia  kind  is  by  treaty. 
But  we  hare  no  treaty.  We  know  this  already. 
Bnt  this  is  not  the  real  ol^ect  of  the  Honae. 
The  real  object  of  the  inqnirj  grows  out  of  the 
papers  whiui  have  t>een  submitted  to  us.  What 
I  want  to  know  ia,  whether  our  Minister  has 
been  instmcted  to  give  any  pledge.  I  do  not 
want  to  know  whether  any  contract  exists  by 
which  he  was  constitutionally  authorized  to  use 
the  lanffoi^  he  did,  but  whether  he  was  au- 
thorized in  any  manner  whatever.  Unless  this 
expression  is  aJtered  I  cannot  vote  for  either  of 
the  reaolutions.  The  subject  I  consider  as  one 
of  lugh  import.  This  Uoase  ought  to  know — 
this  nation  ought  to  know — whether  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  recognizes  any 
Rich  pledge  as  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Poinsett 
Without  saying  what  ooght  to  be  the  conduct 
of  this  House,  I  wish  iirst  that  we  shoald  have 
the  information.  As  the  resolutions  are  now 
fhumed,  we  ask  a  question  that  can  <Bily  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  We  ask  if  a  consti- 
tutional pled^  has  been  given.  Why,  sir,  the 
President  will^  of  course,  answer  *'  No.  You 
know  that  a  constitutional  pledge  can  only  be 
given  by  a  treaty,  as  well  as  I  do." 

Mr.  PowBLL  said  he  waa  satisfied  that  gentle- 
men would  defeat  their  own  object,  and  he 
&er^ore  suggested  to  the  gmtleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  the  omisrion  of  the  words, 
"  eonstitutional  mannw." 

Mr.  McDoFriB  asaented,  and  these  words 
were  stricken  out 

Mr.  WicELifFB  BiUd  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  to  consider  himself  as  the  par- 
Mit  of  the  resolation  in  its  present  shape,  or 
only  as  its  god-father.  It  was  very  immaterial 
to  him  which.  But  he  wished  to  have  a  look 
at  another  document ;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  add  the  following  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  resolution : 

"  And,  also,  to  commonicate  to  this  Honse  a  eopy 
of  the  communication  from  oar  Minister  at  Mexico, 
in  which  he  informed  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  that  the  Mexican  Qovemnient  colled  upon 
this  OoTernment  to  fulfil  the  memoraUe  idedge,** 
Jkl 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  without  oppo- 
sition, and  (he  whole  residntion  thm  amended, 
read  as  f(^ws : 
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"Bnolvad,  That  the  Freeident  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  tiansmit  to  tUa  Houae  a 
copy  of  such  parts  of  the  anawer  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated 
Mexico,  28th  September,  1825,  and  numbered  22, 
as  relates  to  the  {dedge  of  the  United  States 
therein  mentioned ;  and,  also,  to  inform  this  House 
whether  Uie  United  States  have,  in  any  manner, 
made  any  pledge  to  the  Govenunents  of  Mexico 
tod  South  America,  that  the  United  Stttea  would 
not  permit  the  interference  of  any  foreign  power 
with  the  independence  of  form  of  government  of 
those  oaUona;  and,  if  so,  when?  in  what  manner r 
and  to  what  extent?  And,  also,  to  commnnicate 
to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  oommnnication  from 
our  Muiister  at  Mexico,  In  which  he  hi&nned  the 
GoTemment  of  the  United  States  that  the  Mexican 
Government  called  upon  this  Goveniment  to  fulfil 
the  memorable  pledge  of  the  Freddent  of  the 
United  States,  hi  bis  Messige  to  Gongress  of  De- 
cember, 18S8." 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  made  a  question  of  order  wheth- 
er the  House  can  pass  upon  the  resolatiMi  in 
this  form,  without  violaUog  that  rule  whioh 
directs  that  all  resolutions  propomnga c*U  upon 
the  President  or  Heaib  of  Departments  shmdd 
lie  one  day  upon  the  table. 

Tlie  Speakbb  decided  that  the  resolution  need 
not  lie. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Fobstth  appealed  to 
the  House,  and  in  support  of  the  appeal  ob- 
served, that  the  resolntion  offered  on  Satordayj 
was  not  a  call  upon  the  Prerident  of  the  United 
States,  but  simply  a  direction  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House.  As  now 
modified,  it  has  beoome  a  call  npon  the  Ezeea- 
tive. 

Mr.  Cambpbll  observed,  that  the  reeolatioi 
bad  already  been  considered  and  disoossed  for 
two  days,  and  that,  therefhre,  tiie  spirit  of  the 
rule,  if  not  its  letter,  had  been  oomplied  with, 
and  if  every  alteration  in  a  resolution  obliges 
it  to  lie  one  day  longer,  any  resolntion  might 
thus  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  decision  of  tiie  Obur  was  sustained — 
Ayes  112,  noes  41. 

Mr.  Tbimbu  suggested  the  propriety  of  far- 
ther amendhig  tiie  resolution,  by  inserting  the 
nsnal  restrictive  olanse,  which  leaves  it  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Executive  to  commnnicate 
only  BO  much  of  a  p^>er  called  for  as  in  his 
opinion  may  not  be  inconndtent  with  the  pub- 
lic interest ;  bnt  be  made  no  motion  to  this 
effect. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  as  amended,  and  detennioed 
in  the  affirmative,  bj  yeas  and  nays. 

And  then  the  House  a^onmed. 


Tubsdjlt.  March  28. 
AtMndment  of  the  (kmatitution. 

M>.  MoDnmR  moved  that  the  House  leuAn 
itself  into  a  Gommittee  of  the  Wh<de  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  ooo^eration 
the  proposed  amendmeDt  to  the  ooii8titiitio% 
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Id  reUtion  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  Prendent. 

The  DMMion  prer^Ied — ajea  108,  noes  20. 

So  the  Hoase  rewdved  itwlf  into  a  Oinnnut- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  I>wiflBT  In  the  diair,  on 
that  salject;  and  it  was  fiirther  disinuBed  by 
Ifr.  Wnppi^  Mr.  Gabnbbt,  Hr.  Eellogo,  Hr. 
WoBXHiHaTO^  and  Hr,  Hona. 

WiDKBSDAT,  March  S9. 
Jfational  Southern  Road. 

The  foQowing  reeolntion,  jeaterdiqr  offered 
hj  Hr.  IsAOKs,  was  taken  np : 

Reaohtd^  That  the  Secreury  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  thia  Honae,  copies  of  all  the 
eorreapondenoe  between  that  department  and  any 
■Mmben  of  CtHigren,  rince  the  first  day  of  De- 
aember  hat,  oa  the  anbject  of  an  examination  nS  a 
roote  for  the  contemplated  Natiooal  Road  from 
WaaUngton  to  Mev  Orleans,  hi  such  direction, 
tbraa^^  the  western  part  of  Tennessee,  the  north- 
ern part  of  Alabama,  and  the  Bute  of  Mississtpi^ 
aa  dioold  be  found  most  eligible,  with  copies  of  the 
faiatractions  to  the  engineers  on  that  subject ;  and 
alao  to  inform  this  Honse,  whether  snob  examina- 
tion has  been  made,  or  is  now  making ;  and,  If  not, 
«h«n  such  examination  is  intended  to  be  made.*' 

Hr.  Stvwaxt  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
reaolntioD  on  the  taUe ;  whioh  waa  earned, 
ajee  84,  noea  68. 

Atnmdmmt  of  the  ConttHuHon, 
The  Honse  tiieu  went  into  Committee  of 
llie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
DmonT  in  the  choir ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HoDoma,  took  np  the  proposition  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  (tf  Prerident  amd  Vice 
Frerident. 

lb.  Hommr  addressed  the  otmimittee  at 

Homur  waa  followed  bj  Hr.  Cook, 
who  waa  in  &tot  of  taking  the  Prendential 
election  from  the  Honse  of  B^resentatives, 
but  was  oppoaed  to  the  District  System,  He 
ecmclnded  a  short  speech,  by  offei^g  tiie  fol- 
lowing, to  be  added  to  the  first  branch  of  Hr. 
HoDinrFiB's  amendment : 

**And  as  will  authorize  the  TOters  qualified  to 
vote  fcr  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatires 
of  the  United  Sutes  in  each  State,  to  Tote  directly, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legulature  thereof  shall  di- 
rect, for  the  aforesaid  officers,  reserving  to  each 
Slate,  after  the  failure  to  make  a  choice  of  either 
of  the  aforeiaid  officers,  in  tlie  primary  elecUoo,  on 
fte  prindide  that  such  primary  election  is  now 
madf,  an  equal  vote  in  such  election ;  and  that  a 
eoDTentiMk  be  aathoriced,  In  each  fiti^  to  act  on 
Um  aforesaid  amendments.** 

lb-.  MoDcira  requested  the  morer  to  con- 
tent to  withdraw  the  amendment,  on  which  he 
wonid  renftrk  in  the  conrse  of  his  general  re- 
ply :  but  Mr.  Cook  wished  to  have  the  sense 
cf  ue  House  taken  on  this  amendment,  before 
it  was  taken  <hi  the  main  i«opodtioii. 
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Mr.  HoDuim  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise.   The  motion  was  n^tived. 

Mr.  Babboub,  Virnnia,  expressed  a  wish 
to  conclude  the  remarks  he  had  commenced 
some  days  sinoe,  before  the  question  should  he 
taken  on  the  amendment  now  offered. 

Mr.  Cook  consented,  and  Hr.  Baxboitb  con- 
cluded his  speech. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Babboub,  of  Virginia  sud :  I  must 
ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  indulf^g  attention  of 
the  committee,  while  I  endeavor  to  offer  to  its 
candid  deliberation,  those  reflections  upon  the 

Question  in  debate,  which  occur  to  me ;  an  in- 
nlgence  at  all  times  necessary  to  me,  and  pe- 
culiarly BO  upon  this  occasion.  The  protracted 
discussion  for  several  weeks  past  has  divested 
the  subject  of  that  interest  which  novelty  usu- 
ally imparts  to  the  prooeedings  of  the  Honaa. 
But  the  intrinnc  munitude  this  question, 
the  intense  anxiety  of  the  public  mind,  and  the 
solemn  obligations  of  representative  duty,  ex- 
cuse, and,  I  humbly  think,  justify,  whatever 
has  been  said  and  whatever  may  be  said  in  this 
debate. 

It  has  been  again  and  again  reiterated,  in  the 
progress  of  the  discussion,  that  this  amendment 
owes  its  birth  to  disappointed  ambition ;  and 
to  tiiat  restless  spirit  of  inquietude  which  was 
cradled  in  tiie  hearts  <tf  a  recent  election.  And 
the  hazard  of  disturbing  the  fhndamental  law, 
hj  novel  and  untried  e^>eriment,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  ns  in  all  the  temva  with  whiob  ucnej 
and  genius  etrald  auTTound  it  Sir,  I  know  of 
no  ouier  moral  agents,  in  meliorating  the  de- 
fects of  political  institutions,  than  the  judgment, 
the  passions,  and  the  interests  of  men. 

U  the  effervescence  of  the  public  mind  is 
permitted  to  subside,  without  realizing  the 
attainable  good,  it  is  worse  than  idle  to  e^ect 
it  in  a  period  of  tranquillity.  Can  we  ration- 
ally hope  to  obtidn  from  hmgnishing  lethargy, 
tliat  which  is  not  to  be  had  from  active  enthu- 
siasm ;  when  the  judgments  of  men  are  awak- 
ened by  the  uipnmeh  of  danger,  and  their  pas- 
sions Undled  in  the  recent  deteotion  of  flagrant 
and  alanning  abuses?  The  dread  of  innova- 
tion and  the  dangers  of  reform,  have  been  the 
sword  and  the  shield,  with  which  usurpation, 
in  all  past  tim&  has  defended  itself  ana  com- 
bated popular  liberty.  Had  these  doctrines 
prevailed,  the  ivories  of  oar  own  Revolution 
would  have  lain  forever  wrq)t  in  the  night  of 
dMpotism. 

The  gentieman  ttora  South  Carolina,  who 
has  submitted  the  resolutions  for  amendment, 
with  propriety  remarked,  that,  so  far  as  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Ma^strate  depended  upon 
nnifonnity,  we  are  without  any  ctmstitutional 
rule  whuever."  The  perplexing  diffiei^ea 
which  encomnmed  the  oonvention,  upon  thia 
subject,  are  vuiUe  in  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. History  could  not  guide  thdr  root- 
steps,  and  the  lamp  of  experience  reflected  too 
faint  a  light  to  direct,  with  safety,  their  own 
deliberations.  *'£ach  State  shall  appoint,  in 
Bodi  nuumer  as  the  Legislature  theraof  max 
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dirMt,  a  namber  of  electors  equal  to  the  whcde 
nomber  of  the  Senators  and  IvepresMitatives  to 
which  the  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress." 
The  pover  is  here  evidently  lodged  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  and  the  Legislature  possesses 
the  right  of  directing  the  mode  by  which  it 
1)6  exercised. 

However  wisely  this  power  of  directing  the 
manner  of  appointment  rosy  be  supposed  to  be 
lodged,  it  ia  certainly  any  thins  bat  nniformity. 
The  ease  would  be  rare,  indeed,  when  the  fluc- 
tuating connsela  of  four  and  twenty  distinct 
and  indepeodont  legislative  bodies  would  inva- 
riably conduct  them  all  to  one  common  result  ? 

Sir,  this  want  of  uniformity  is,  by  no  means, 
the  most  serions  mischief  that  impends  the  ez- 
ising  system.  Those  creative  acts  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  infuse  vitality  into  all  our 
Governments,  never  intended  to  leave  those 
agencies  of  their  creation  snbjeot  to  control  or 
destmetion,  from  any  other  qoarter  than  the 
sovereijgn  will  creating  thera.  The  conserva- 
tive prindple,  in.  the  medianlsm  of  political  in- 
stitution, is  its  own  inherent  means  for  contin- 
ned  existence.  Now,  this  constitution  has  not 
provided,  i^tbin  itself,  by  ita  own  action,  the 
mmtial  prine^le  of  teJf-^aervaium.  Can 
that  be  called  a  safb  system,  which  is  not  armed 
with  a  power,  indispensably  necessary  in  cre- 
ating and  protecting  its  essential  organs?  A 
very  slight  attention  to  the  constitution  will 
show  to  us  its  entire  dependence  upon  the 
Legislatures  of  an  inoonsiderabla  proportion  of 
tlie  States,  and  tii  less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
members  of  thb  Hoose^  tat  the  ^>pointment  i»f 
the  ExecnttTo. 

What  is  yonr  whole  nnmber  of  members' 
upon  this  floor!  Two  hundred  and  thirteen 
BiepresentatiTes  are  in  this  House,  from  twen- 
ty-tbnr  States.  The  absence,  either  intentional 
or  accidental,  of  the  delegations  from  nine 
States,  will  defeat  this  eventual  appointment, 
and  nine  of  tiie  smaller  States  send  into  this 
House  bat  twenty  Representatives.  It  is  thus 
seen  that,  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Qorem- 
ment,  the  Representatives  of  less  than  one- 
tenth  part  of  tne  American  people  may  dissolve 
the  Union  of  the  States,  and  leave  it  a  wreck 
upon  the  strand.  Althoo^  the  Govermnent  is 
mvided  into  three  deputmenta,  yet  each  is 
wrapped  up,  and  IndLssolnbly  connected  with 
ottWB.  Tear  from  it  the  Executive  branch, 
(most  especially  this  branch,)  and  all  is  lost. 

The  Riavolnaonary  War  presents  us  with  un- 
numbered iuatancea  of  State  dereliction  from 
oonstitutional  obligation,  in  the  midst  of  the 
struggle,  and  in  the  glow  of  patriotism.  The 

5 resent  oonstitntiim  &  the  oreatore  of  State 
elinqoency. 

Let  me  invite  the  gentleman  from  Pennqrl- 
vania,  who  opposes  sU  amendment,  to  go  with 
me  Into  the  history  ot  bis  own  State.  Let  me 
beg  Uie  goitleiiuu  from  Hew  York,  (Mr. 
Btobbs,)  to  tun  to  tiie  annaU  of  that  great 
Ommumwmllli  wbkth  he,  in  part,  represents. 
Let  me  request  tiie  gsntiemen  fttm  New  Jeiv 


sey  to  recollect  tbe  difBoultiea  of  1800,  in  mak- 
ing up  their  electoral  vote — and  I  will  then  en- 
treat the  delegates  from  Vermont,  Marylaod, 
and  Virginia,  to  adopt  the  counsels  of  concilia- 
tion and  prevention  which  their  several  States 
pnrsned  m  those  distracting  times.   In  the  two 
first  deotions,  Pennsylvania  had  voted  by  Oen- 
eral  Ticket,  but  her  law  then  expired  by  its 
own  limitation.    Her  L^slature  convened 
while  nil  the  springs  of  party  feeling  were  in 
full  excitement.   The  House  of  Representati  res 
demanded  one  mode  of  appointing  electors,  tJie 
Senate  another.   Every  effort  to  produce  har- 
mony of  opinion,  and  concert  of  movement, 
was  frustrated  by  the  force  of  party.  AncL 
although  no  law  existed,  with  no  provided 
means  of  fulfilling  the  commanda  of  toe  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  and  no  session'  of  the  L^psla* 
tnre  intervening,  before  the  election  of  a 
dent,  yet  both  Houses  a^onmed,  with  a  total 
ne^ect  of  this  important  duty,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent, with  a  secession  from  the  Union.  This 
stru^Ie  in  the  Legislature  presented  one  con- 
tinual scene  of  strife,  crimination,  and  recrimi- 
nation.  The  voice  of  the  people  was  totally 
disregarded  in  tiie  conflict,  elthongh  pablio 
opinion  was  not  inactive:  for  it  had  dlsMoaed 
itself  in  one  embodied  front,  and  spoke  &  lan- 
guage that  was  both  heard  and  understood. 
In  relation  to  this  duty,  the  same  discord  pre- 
vailed between  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Council  of  Kew  Jersey  that  had  given 
so  much  inquietude  to  Pennsylvania,  but  these 
distracting  views  yielded,  happily  to  a  temper 
of  conciliation,  upon  a  special  ana  extraordina- 
ry meeting  of  the  Legislatnie. 

The  States  of  Vermont  and  Ifossaohnsetts 
proposed  and  approved  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  and  a  similar  one  was  offered,  in 
Congress,  by  a  Representative  from  New 
Hampshh^.  These  propositions  reached  no 
farther  than  to  expunge  the  indiscriminate  vote 
for  two  persons,  and  to  designate  the  President 
and  Vice  President.  Virginia  saw  the  evil  in 
all  its  deformity,  and  proposed  to  amend  the 
constitution  in  a  manner  that  would  reach  and 
eradicate  the  threatening  mischief.  Her  coun- 
sels were  enlightened  at  the  time  by  an  illnstii- 
ons  man,  who  had  much  agency  in  funning  and 
putting  mto  motion  the  present  system  of  Fed- 
eral Govermnent^  and  who  has  wnce  w<fhi  so 
well  the  highest  honors  of  the  Union — ^upon 
him  devolve  the  task  of  warding  off  these  be- 
setting  calamities — a  double  duty  pressed  itself 
upon  him.  When  the  plan  first  went  into  op- 
eration, under  the  influence  of  those  patriot 
and  genial  feelings,  which  are  a  happy  substi- 
tute for  Government  itself^  there  was  notfting 
of  that  bane  of  nnion  resulting  from  the  ri%-al- 
ship  and  jealousy  of  State  power  and  sectional 
influence.  Unfortunately,  these  jiassions  were 
engendered  in  the  lust  of  dominidioiL  and  se^ 
eral  of  the  States  had  so  altered  their  mode  of 
ezwdsbig  the  ofac^  of  deottvs,  as  to  nur 
the  better  designs  of  the  otmstitntion,  and  ts 
hold  the  greatast  in  flu  eleotioa  ly 
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State  eooeeDtraSioQ.    Ylrginift  ootdd  not  be- 
hold this  oondition  ot  Uiings  with  silenoe  nor 
indiffercmce.   Her  stateameQ  had  not  only  to 
deieiid  and  secore  her  a{>propriste  inflaenoe  in 
the  <K»ite8t  then  pending  but  to  propose  a  re- 
fonn  in  the  plan  itself  which  would  spare  na 
the  r«tom  of  these  convulsive  contests.  The 
pfinctplea  of  sdf-defoice,  whioh  are  admitted 
and  «^i<HiMd  by  every  wde     nunaU  and  of 
lav,  jnatified  the  State  in  patting  on  the  armor 
of  ooiieeDtrati<Hi,  and  in  striking  with  all  the 
fbree  of  cme  ooUeeted  blow.   8he  was  indifi^- 
caat  neither  to  her  powm  nor  her  duties.  The 
General  Ticket  system  was  in  itsdf  enoagh  to 
guard  die  State  agunst  all  the  dangers  of  com- 
unation  in  others ;  jet  the  violent  distractions 
of  the  States,  and,  above  all,  the  imminent 
hazard  of  the  cfHistitntion  itself,  called  Vir- 
gima  to  loftier  porposes  and  to^bllmer  dntiea 
Ooavolston  and  tomnlt  had  agitated  several, 
parts     the  Union :  hers  was  the  grateful  task 
to  poor  oil  upon  the  waves;  to  present  the 
beacon  thai  migfat  enli^ten  and  weot  her  sis- 
ter States ;  and  to  sapplj  &  safe  defence  for  the 
wholcaome  principlee  of  the  eonsdtaUon,  both 
from  opMk  violenoe  and  inradioos  attack.  Her 
Genenu  Assembly  was  then  rent  into  parties, 
heated  and  exasperated  by  collision,  hut,  in  this 
^«at  and  solemn  duty,  party  paused,  and  fac- 
tion was  silent.   Reverence  for  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  love  !o£  the  Union,  and  for  that  equality 
which  is  tiie  nurse  of  concord,  prevwled  over 
the  ignoble  passions  of  the  hour,  and  produced, 
in  one  oommoD  effort  by  both  parties,  that 
aznendment  which  is  embraced  in  one  of  the 
reeolntiona  now  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  MoDoitfis.)  The 
opinions  of  such  men,  and  under  snch  cironm- 
■lanoes,  ought  not  to  be  lightly  r^i;arded.  The 
General  Ticket  mode  of  appointment  was  sns- 
tuned  by  Mr.  Madison,  upon  the  single  basis  of 
retribntive  justice.   He  was  the  parent  of  the 
lav  in  Yimnia,  and  took  especial  care  that 
his  views  shonld  not  be  left  open  to  future 
cavil,  by  inserting  them  in  the  preamble  to  the 
bill  which  he  introduced.   As  it  is  before  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  crave  your  indnlgenoe  while  I 
read  it. 

"  Whereas,  antil  some  uniform  mode  of  choosiDg 
a  Prerident  and  Vice  Fre^deot  of  the  Umted 
StatA  eball  be  prescribed  by  an  amendment  to  the 
coastiladon,  it  may  happen,  under  a  law  of  this 
GommoBweaHh,  tot  appoioting  electors  for  that 
porpose,  that  a  cbirice  may  take  place  contrary  to 
the  win  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States,  and 
■In  contrary  to  ue  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  tbit  State,  which  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  tme  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  and,  utboagb  this  Common- 
wealth is  wilUng  to  accede  to  any  reasonable  and 
proper  anendment  of  the  s^d  constitntion,  to 
leiiedy  the  said  evil,  yet,  forasmuch  as  it  ought,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  be  counteracted,  by  every  con- 
ilibidoiial  rcgnktlMi  witlUn  the  power  of  the 
ktiM,  onffl  tt  sbaU  be  so  ranoTed:  be  it  waeted," 

TUi  praaaiUft  via  not  a  delndva  febU, 
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which  looked  to  nothing  beyond  the  expresmon 
of  abstract  opinions,  and  the  attfunment  of 
temporary  purposes.  I  repeat,  tbat  an  amend- 
ment to  we  constitution,  haying  for  its  object 
a  permanent  mode  of  choosing  by  districts, 
was  offered,  and  adopted  with  aunanimity  which 
disUngnished  no  otner  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly at  that  session.  A  fev  d^s  after  this 
movement  in  Yl^iinia,  one  of  the  del^cates 
from  that  State,  (J(din  NtcbolaB,)  chosen  Inr  the 
people  that  I  repreeeiit  upon  tms  fioor,  <^ered 
the  same  amenmnent 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  £t- 
sbbtt)  assures  us  that  no  failure  has  occurred 
in  the  operations  of  the  existing  system ;  and 
that  the  objections  now  uiged  grow  out  of  the 
election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate— an 
officer  who  has  received  the  "  highest  marks  of 
confidence  from  every  Administration;'*  and 
this  result  showed,  as  he  said,  ''^perfeet  tueceu^ 
UMxampUd  ruccett,  ghriout  tueem/* 

I  have  not  heard  ni^ed,  in  this  debate,  any 
personal  oljeotions  to  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  States.  The  opposition  was  exclurively 
to  the  mode  of  his  election ;  to  the  belief  that 
the  primary  and  secondary  intention  of  the 
constitution  had  been  defeated ;  and  that  the 
election  was  made  in  vicdation  of  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  and  a  m^ority  of  the 
States.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  that  any  man 
possessed  the  confidence  of  every  Administra- 
tion, when  I  see  that  he  is  not  clothed  with 
that  confidence  which  the  constitution  demands 
for  bis  investment 

The  tendency  of  the  proposition  now  in  de- 
bate to  trench  i^n  the  power  of  the  States  in 
thdr  c<nporate  oq>acitiee,  has  been  urged  with 
fervor  and  ability,  by  my  colleagnes,  (Mesan, 
Abchxb  and  SravaimoN,)  and  also  by  tbe  gen- 
tlemen from  Kew  York  and  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Stosbs  and  Mr.  Evbbbtt.) 

Sir,  uniformity  of  any  kind,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Government,  mtut,  in  itte^,  en- 
croach upon  the  power  of  action  in  the  States; 
and  yet  it  has  been  repeatedly  admitted,  in  the 
progress  of  this  diacnssion,  that  uniformity  of 
movement,  in  the  local  authorities,  is  greatly 
to  be  wished  in  this  respect.  Is  not  this  dread 
of  encroachment  rather  a  figment  of  the  fancy, 
than  the  sober  reality  of  enlightened  jud^ 
ment !  Is  it  not  an  ^prehension  existing  in 
speculations  np<»i  the  ttieoiy  of  our  system, 
rather  than  a  deliberate  conviction  of  mis- 
ehievoos  results  in  its  practical  operations? 
Power  is  valuable  in  its  possession  only  as  it 
•enables  ns  to  advance  the  public  weal,  to  pro- 
mote national  prosperity,  and  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  free  institutions  to  the  present  and 
future  generations  of  men.  Appropriated  to 
malverse  purposes,  and  to  other  ends  than 
these,  delegated  power  becomes  alarming  to 
sodety,  and  subversive  of  every  legitimate  ob- 
ject in  the  social  compact.  If  rightfully  em- 
ployed, this  power  of  directing  vbe  mode  of 
i^>pointing  eleetort  Is  bat  an  iuatnunental 
agency  in  the  &a(e  Iregialatores. 
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The  first  refleotion  whioh  ooenra  upon  the 
ebiim  of  pover  for  Oie  State  L^isUtores,  is, 
that  they,  of  themselves,  do,  in  e&ct,  give  the 
TOte  for  Preudent,  instead  &(  directing  a  mode 
by  which  the  people  of  the  State  may  choose 
the  electors;  and  Uiis  result  snbvertst^e  whole 
theoi^  of  the  oonstitntion,  and  invades  its  best 
principles. 

E^rst,  the  President  (or  rather  the  candidate 
for  that  station)  is  made  to  appoint  the  elector 
— Dot  the  elector  to  appoint  the  President. 
The  elector,  by  previous  arrangement,  is  dothed 
with  the  power  of  voting,  for  no  other  reason 
than  his  devotion  to  a  pwrticnlar  candidate'. 
The  forms  of  the  oonstitouon  are  preserved,  in 
giving  the  elector  an  empty  shadow  of  power, 
while  its  efficient  substance  has  been  already 
exercised  (not  by  the  elector,  nor  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  hat)  by  its  Jjegislatore. 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable,  in  the  progres- 
sive formation  of  this  constitatioo,  than  the 
extreme  caation  employed  in  exclnding  the 
State  Legislatures  from  any  positive  elective 
agency  in  m«Ung  the  OUef  Executive  Hagis- 
trate. 

In  oar  political  system,  the  restraints  on 
power,  and  the  secarity  of  public  liberty,  re- 
sult fn»n  the  happy  eombinsti<m  of  State,  fed- 
erate, and  popnlar  action.  The  fluita  of  this 
combination  constitute  the  unshared  possession 
of  this  laud,  and  supply  to  us  that  meUorating 
principle,  whioh  expands  itself  to  the  widest 
exigencies  of  national  progress. 

Any  invasion  npon  tiie  reserved  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  conudered  as  political  societies, 
must  always  be  received  with  distrust.  But, 
we  should  not  permit  this  Jealous  sentimmt  to 
conduct  us  into  error. 

A  slight  attention  to  historical  facta,  will  dis- 
close to  us  the  material  action  of  the  States  in 
the  Federal  plan.  The  reeommendation  of 
Congress,  in  1787,  was,  "  for  a  firm  national 
Government,  and  that  the  Convention  shall 
render  the  oonstitution  adequate  to  the  extg^- 
oies  of  the  Government,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  Union." 

The  States  were  not  prepared  to  follow  the 
oouttsels  of  Congress ;  uid,  in  acceding  to  the 
oall  of  a  Convention,  they  recommends  a  Fed- 
eral, not  a  National  Government.  Several 
States  delayed,  for  a  time,  to  e4>point  any  dele- 
gates, and  Rhode  Island  declined,  alti^ether,  a 
representation  la  the  Convention.  Delaware 
eoupled  her  acceptance  of  the  invitation  with 
an  express  conation  that  the  systen^  should  se- 
oore  to  each  State  an  equal  vote  in  Ccmgress. 

The  first  movementa  of  the  Convention  were 
evidentiy  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Congress  for  a  national  plan.  The 
propositions  of  Governor  Bandolpb  and  lb*. 
Fiuckney,  both  point  to  that  result ;  and  the 
votes  of  the  Convention,  in  its  early  sesaions, 
indicate,  most  distincUy,  its  preference  for  the 
Kationai,  over  the  Federal  system.  The  grad- 
ual operation  of  public  seotiment  upon  its  de- 
liberationsj  is  visible  in  the  progressive  devel- 
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opmwt  of  the  fbderative  feature,  and  the  po- 
siti(m  which  it  is  finally  made  to  aaaaziie  id  the 
plan  itself.  Bat,  Hr.  Chairman,  I  repeat,  that 
we  must  look  into  the  Senate  for  the  lod^oient 
of  State  infiuMioe  in  the  aotim  d  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  distributitm  of  electoral  power  present- 
ed a  oomplioated  question :  Two  principle  bad 
already  been  fixed  as  the  basis  of  our  Govem- 
ment.  The  first  resulting  from  the  a^noy  of 
the  people ;  the  second  from  the  agency  of  the 
States.  The  first  securing  the  rights  of  th» 
people;  the  seetrnd  tiie  soverei^ty  of  the 
States ;  both  were  oooaidered  essential  to  free- 
dom. Cotain  iM^tioal  ftmcti«is  were  reqnired 
to  be  perfonnea  1^  botii  of  t^ese  agenciea,  and 
each  possessed  a  oneek  upon  the  other. 

The  election  of  1601  disdoaed  the  dangers 
that  hung  over  those  provisions  of  tbe  consti- 
tution.  The  amendment  which  followed,  en- 
croached npon  tiie  federative  principle,  and  . 
fixed  the  popolar  will  as  the  basis  of  the  elec- 
tion.  Designating  in  the  ballots  the  candidates 
for  the  office  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
limited  the  contingent  choice  of  the  States.  The 
candidate  for  Vice  I^eeident  was  no  longer 
within  the  range  of  State  selection.    It  tram- 
mels the  federate  power,  and  binds  it  to  the 
popular  will ;  it  prohibits  the  States  from  put- 
ting into  the  Chief  Executive  office  an  individ- 
nal  intended  by  the  people  for  another  station. 
Nor  does  it  stop  here — the  right  of  chmoe  is 
narrowed  into  a  smaller  compass,  by  requiriog 
it  to  be  made  from  tiie  three  highest  on  the 
people's  list^  in  substitution  of  the  number 
five. 

This  change  in  the  constitution  is  a  oonclu- 
sive  reply  to  much  of  the  argument  we  have 
beard.  It  fixes  public  opinion  as  the  element 
of  our  policy,  ana  as  the  bams  of  our  political 
stenctore. 

Whenever  an  Executive  oomes  into  oflSee  hj 
an  appointment  from  this  House,  dangerous 
consequences  inevitaUy  result.    Congress  is 

converted  into  an  arena  for  electioneering 
strife ;  its  eablimer  duties  are  ol»cnred  in  the 
conflict.  The  President,  so  Cjhosen,  will  em- 
ploy all  the  arts  of  management  and  conciliap 
tion  to  win  the  favor  of  his  enemies,  in  the 
hope  that,  by  these  means,  he  may  secore  a 
mtdority  for  the  next  election. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  those  oppodug  divi- 
fions,  which  constitute  a  minority  when  ooosoli- 
dated,  will  not  be  idle  spectators  of  passing 
events.  However  8egr^;ated  they  may  ouce 
have  hem.  the  triumph  of  a  minority  will  fur- 
nish a  sufficient  principle  of  cohesion,  to  unite 
them  in  futare  action,  and  to  secure  a  success- 
ful  resnlt.  Amid  these  conflicts,  public  inter- 
est is  a  victim  wid  a  sacrifice.  Here  is  a  seri- 
ous consideration  for  all.  The  hour  is  npon  the 
wing,  when  greater  difficulties  may  ohstract 
this  salutary  change.  Political  evils  grow  in- 
veterate, and  become  incurable.  To  deliTer  a 
diseased  and  debilitated  Government  from  the 
complicated  miseries  under  which  it  maj,  in 
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MHM  distant  ue,  la^  expiring,  is  &n  impraHi- 
<aUe  task.  Tne  miac^ef  is  now  bnt  a  seed- 
big,  a  germ  in  the  otmstitntioQ.  OmA  it,  and 
k  is  no  more;  warm  it  into  life,  and  some  nox- 
ious Upas  will  grow  up  from  it,  whose  branch- 
es will  OTerahadow  the  BepnUk^  and  stifle 
pcpolar  liber^. 


Thubbdat,  March  80. 
.Ammtdmmt  qf  tA«  Gmttitutum. 

On  mfitioD  of  Ifr.  MoDwra.  the  Honse  then 
wwt  into  Committee  of  the  Vnole  on  the  state 
ot  the  Union,  Mr.  Bwiaht  in  the  diair,  on  the 
prapoeed  amendments  to  the  ooDstitiitiDnf  offered 
Dj  Mr.  HoDutfh  : 

And  the  amendment,  offered  hj  Mr.  Oooz, 
to  be  added  to  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  MoDur- 
ns^B  ammdment,  bdng  also  under  oon^der- 
atioa: 

Mr.  BARUcn  said:  I  am  opposed  to  the 
reecdntiraui  now  under  oosuideraatHi ;  to  the 
anundment;  the  amwwlnieiit  of  t3ie  emend- 
mcnt;  wd  the  twenty-one  other  resolutions 
tar  altering  the  constitution,  which  have  been 
referred  to  this  oommittee. 

"When  the  sobjeot  of  a  change  of  anj  of  the 
prorisionB  of  the  oonstitntion  was  first  intro- 
dnced,  I  regretted  that  there  ahonld  exist,  or 
shoold  be  snppoeed  to  exist  a  necessity  for  its 
diaeusrion.   I  believed  of  the  constitntion,  as 
at  all  other  resolts  of  hnman  effort,  that  it  was 
imperfect.    I  had  fears  that  imperfections 
woold  be  exhibited,  for  which  no  practicable 
remedy  oonld  be  foond ;  and  that  thus  onr  la- 
bors, instead  (tfimproTii^onroonditjcmfWonld 
■erre  onlj  to  weaken  our  poHtioa]  inBtitnti(»u, 
Iqr  diminishing  onr  respect  for  them.   Bat,  so 
fu-  from  saoh  an  effect  npon  my  mind,  after  an 
nronitted  attention  to  the  el^xtrate  and  pro- 
tracted ^scnasion,  I  look  to  thb  ooBnrnmoR 
AS  IT  18,  with  better  hopes,  with  increased  con- 
fldenoe  and  veneration.   Should  such  be  the 
influence  of  this  investigation  upon  the  com* 
mnnity — impatient  as  the  nation  may  be  of  the 
debate — 1  shall  never  deem  it  to  have  been  the 
waited  time     the  House.   Whatever  disposi- 
tion  ^is  tribunal  may  make  of  the  different 
nopositioos  \)dkm  it,  the  piindples  advanced 
m  the  diaciuritn  desore  oonrideration ;  and, 
IS  tmichinB  the  fissndatitms  of  our  Govern- 
ment, are  m  deep  and  lasting  interest,  in  thdr 
character,  thrar  etpplicatioo,  and  th^  conae- 
qoences. 

The  resolations  before  na,  when  originally 
introdnoed,  proIJosed,  ^tt,  the  plan  of  the 
General  District  system,  and,  teeandlj/,  the 
aobeme  <^  taking  from  tbe  Eonse  the  power  of 
ele<^n  by  Sti^ee.  But,  by  an  adroit  military 
maoceovre,  the  whole  order  of  attack  npon  the 
oonstitntion  is  reversed,  and  the  resolutions 
WW  propoee,  to  take  from  the  States  their 
omtiugent  right  of  election,  by  tbe  House, 
nd,  teeondfy,  tbe  rij^l  regnlating  the  eleo- 
tloB  hf  distrieta,  or  Gcnenu  Tic^  system. 
Ihm  ifl  QnqnestionaUe  gcnenlihip  in  tins. 

T0L,IXr-« 


[H.  or  R. 

Tbe  scattered  foroes  that  may  be  gathered 
round  tbe  rights  of  the  small  States,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  easily  vanquished. 

The  succesafol  operation  of  onr  Govemm«it, 
thos  far,  should  not  lead  us,  in  our  exultation, 
to  believe  it  so  settied  and  permanent,  tbat  we 
may  venture  safely  to  test  it  with  all  sorts  of 
nntried  schemes.  In  the  Mnmph  of  its  antici- 
pated perpetnity,  a  gentlenuut  near  me  exalted, 
even  in  the  langnage  of  KntoleoD,  In  Ids  pride. 
Let  us  take  viw  that,  too,  its  Instrnotions.  It 
was,  when  receiving  adoration  from  the  Mame- 
lukes, on  the  plains  of  Egypt,  that  the  con- 
queror exclsomed,  "  Forty  centuries  sball  look 
down  from  yonder  pyramids  npon  our  achieve- 
menta and  yet,  less  than  (me-foarth  of  one 
of  those  periods  found  him  ohained  in  mid- 
ocean  to  a  desolate  rock. 

We  are  reminded  that  our  others  here  kin- 
dled the  beacon  fire  of  liberty,  while  our  foes 
still  predict  that  it  is  but  the  transient  fiash 
a  meteor,Boon  to  leave  the  worid  in  deeptt. 
gloom,  we  gloty  to  see  its  blase,  In  our  own 
t^e,  gleaming  along  the  mountains  of  oar 
southern  hemisphere,  and  even  penetrating  the 
darkness  of  European  deqiolasm.  May  it  con- 
tinue to  bum  with  a  purer  and  a  hrichter 
&ane,  till,  when  the  tide  of  war  and  desobtion 
abate,  its  light,  refieeted  from  the  whole  arch 
of  heaven,  shaU  remun,  the  bow  of  peace  and 
of  liberty  to  the  emancipated  nations  of  the 
earth. 

Mr.  MoI>uv7iB  then  observed,  that  be  bad 
expected  and  intended,  according  to  tbe  nnder- 
stimding  yesterday,  to  have  addressed  the  com- 
mittee to-day  in  reply  to  the  several  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  m  oppointion  to  de  resolu- 
tions— ^bnt,  as  tiie  remarks  of  tbe  gentieman 
ftvm  New  Hampshire  bad  greatiy  exceeded  the 
time  he  had  anticipated,  he  must  defer  his  n- 
ply  till  to-morrow. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
BABTLETr,  MoDnms,  anaWraerBB,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
close  this  discnsrion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  OooK  then  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  taking  the  Presidential  election  from 
the  Honse  of  BepresoitstiveB,  and  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  reat^atimi,  (whfoh  he  offered  yester* 
day,  and  was  affcerwards  withdrawn.) 

Mr.  OooK  oonduded  Ids  remarks  abont  fiiree 
oMook,  when,  on  motitm  <tf  Mr.  HaDvmi, 
the  ommnittee  rose. 


Fbtoat,  March  81. 
Atnmdmmt  o/  tJte  OonUituUtm. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unitm,  Mr. 
MoLahx,  of  Delaware,  in  the  chur,  on  the 
resolutions  for  tiie  amendment  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion. 

Mr.  MoDcim  addressed  the  committee  In 
support  ci  amendments — and  in  reply  to 
the  several  speeds  made  in  opponticm  to  him, 
as  Ibllowg: 
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Hr.  Ohairman:  I  feel  most  deeply  Bonuble  of 
the  difflcolties  bj  which  I  am  smromided,  and 
of  the  painfol  and  embarraBsing  responsibility 
of  the  poution  I  ocoapr,  in  relation  to  this  im- 
portant propoaiUcML  If  it  had  not  been  all 
along  ^>parent,  from  the  very  natare  of  thinga, 
it  is  now  placed  beycmd  donbt  by  the  coarse 
and  oharaoter  of  tiie  aivnmeiits  n^ed  in  oppo- 
aitioa  to  the  proposed  amendment,  that  he 
who  attempts,  under  any  circmnstanoeB,  to 
effect  a  fundamental  ohai^  of  existing  insti- 
tQtionSj  partioolarly  if  the  object  of  that  ohan^ 
is  to  divest  those  of  ^wer  who  have  been  in 
the  habit  either  of  nemg  or  aboung  it — ^onder- 
takes,  if  not  a  rash  and  hazardons,  oerti^nly  an 
Hercnlean  task.  He  must  not  only  encounter 
tiie  intrinsic  difBoolties  inseparably  connected 
with  the  merits  of  every  such  proposition,  by 
Tanqnishing  ot^eclicms  which  natarally  preeent 
themsdrea  eren  to  the  moet  dispasrionate  nn- 
derstandiogs ;  bnt  be  most  oicoanter  and  van- 
qnidi  those  very  passions  and  pi^adioes  by 
which  the  Jadgments  of  men  are  moet  liable  to 
be  disturbed  and  perverted,  in  the  conduct  ot 
political  affairs. 

In  reference  to  the  general  oondnot  wd  char- 
acter of  the  argument  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  I  must  be  permitted  to  saj, 
that  not  a  single  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
opposition  to  both  resolntions,  has  met  my 
argoments  fturly,  or  pretended  to  answer  them 
as  they  were  r«iuly  presented. 

The  homtfable  gentleman  froih  New  Yoi^ 
(ICr.  Sroraa,)  opened  his  addreaa  1^  warning 
us  not  to  tread,  with  unhallowed  ftet.  on  the 
holy  ground  of  the  oonstitntion;  and  every 

gintleman  who  has  followed  in  lus  wake,  has 
vored  the  committee  with  a  grave  and  por- 
tentous homily  on  the  saorednees  oi  the  consti- 
tution, the  wisdom  of  .our  ancestors,  and  the 
danger  of  innovation.  These,  sir,  are  the 
hackneyed  and  threadbare  ai^iumenta.  I  was 
not,  therefore,  aurprised^  to  hear  them  repeat- 
ed, with  all  ^e  changes  which  could  be  rung 
upon  them,  on  the  present  occasion.  But  I 
ooDfeas,  nr,  that  I  wan  not  prepared  to  hear  the 
eztraoitKnary  doctrine  advaaoad  by  the  honor- 
aUe  getttl«natt  from  MagaaohnaettB,  Qli,  Et- 
BBSTT.)  on  this  Buttleot:  a  dootriae  which, 
thon^  I  have  fuid  some  little  attention  to  fbe 
history  and  philosophy  of  Government,  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  hear,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  advanced  on  the  floor  of  the  American 
Congress.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in 
an  distinguished  for  ita  improvements  in 
political  science,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  freest  Government  on  earth,  a  doctrine 
which  even  the  lUnum  of  the  Old  World  did 
not  due  to  advance,  as  an  offering  at  the  shrine 
c£  doepotie  power,  when  the  "  mvine  right  of 
kim^  WAS  assumed  as  the  only  le^timate  basis 
of  Government.  What  is  it,  art  That  it  ia 
nnoonstitiitioBal  to  amend  the  cwutitntion ;  or, 
aa  the  genttemaB  in  anotiier  place  expressed  it, 
a  more  phUoai^hical  and  imposing  form,  it 
If  inoosnpeteni  for  political  ftanotionariee  to 
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some  that  the  constitution,  from  which  thoy 
derive  their  existence,  is  imperfect.  As  this 
stnmge  and  startling  proposition  is  in  direct 
contradiction  botii  to  the  letter  and  common 
sense  of  the  oonatitotion,  I  shall  certainly  not 
gravely  abont  reftiting  it  by  argument.  lA 
has  at  least  the  advantage  of  bei^  beyond  the 
reach  of  that  weapon. 

In  Ihe  i/ational  Journal  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, 1834,  are  these  authoritative  dedarations: 
''Faete  and  iriferenm  :  Ist  That  If  Mr.  Craw- 
ford should  be  elected,  we  cannot  expect  from 
him,  or  from  his  friends,  any  movement  in 
favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
securing  to  the  people  the  right  and  power  of 
electing  the  President  of  the  TTnited  Stated.. 
2dly.  If  Ur.  Adams  should  be  elected,  we 
think  we  may  safely  affirm  onr  b^iefj  that  be 
will  conacientioiuly  and  firmly  do  aU  that  it 
may  be  propw  for  him  to  do,  to  secure  the 
election  of  tiie  President  in  the  hands  of  the 
people."  8dly.  "If  Ur.  Clay  should  be  dec^U 
ed,  he  and  his  fHoids  will  be  bound,  by  a  re- 
gard for  consistency,  if  by  no  political  ocmsid- 
erationa,  to  pursue  the  same  course.  If  there 
were  do  other  objection  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  that  which  has  been  stated  would 
be  saffioient  We  mnoerely  believe  that  an 
election  by  the  people,  in  the  worst  possible 
mode  that  could  be  devised  by  those  whose 
object  was  to  devise  the  best,  would  be  infinite- 
ly preferable  to  the  best  possible  mode  of  elect- 
ing a  Pretideut,  in  which  Oongress  or  the  State 
IiMEislatnres  have  any  oonoern." 

Befening  to  an  article  in  wMoh  the  editors 
of  the  InteUigmeer  had  expressed  an  earnest 
hope  that  a  imifonn  system  of  voting  by  ^s* 
tricts  would  be  established  before  aniother 
Preddential  term  should  elapse,  the  Journal  of 
86th  August  contains  the  following  oommen- 
tary : 

**  We  presented  it  to  our  readers,  with  a  strotw 
ezprestioQ  of  otor  entire  ooooarrence  in  ita  sentf- 
meets."  "  If  the  editors  of  the  Natioiial  ItUelti' 
ffemeer  are  sincere,  as  we  believe  they  are,  in  the 
expresdon  of  their  earnest  hope,  they  are  bound 
by  oonsdenoe,  by  honors  by  patriotism,  to  gire 
their  SQiqtort  to  some  other  candidate,  from  whom 
and  whose  fnends  may  be  confidently  anticipated 
every  effort  to  accomplish,  and,  indeed,  the  actual 
accomplishmeQt  of  a  nope,  the  fmlure  if  viii^l^wiSl 
ht  fAe  m»  of  Ait  wtfton,  and  JtnaSy  of  ike  aau6  <f 
free  gwermnent  throt^hoat  the  worid," 

Deeply  as  I  have  felt,  sir,  on  this  snl^eot,  I 
ha.ve  used  no  language  stronger  than  this. 

Such,  sir,  were  the  avowed  {Irinciples  of  Mr. 
Adama,  wlme  a  candidate ;  prindplea  directiy 
hostile  to  his  snbseqnent  practices.  By  advert* 
ing  to  the  letter  of  acceptance  whicu  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee  of  tbia  House,  which 
announced  to  him  the  &ct  of  his  election,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  at  th^  period,  he  still  felt  the 
obligation  of  the  pledge  wMdi  had  been  ^voi 
to  me  nation,  and  was  still  dl^Mwed  to  do 
homage  to  the  principles  which  had  been  Ho- 
2ated  ui  his  filftrtiftni 
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I  flhftll  now  proceed  to  show  thi^  "br  some 
strange  btalitj,  not  onl;^  the  President  shnielf, 
bat  ms  prominent  and  leading  sopporters,  edi- 
torial and  congresdonal,  have  undergone  a 
mort  extraordixuuy  change  of  opinion  on  this 
TOj  subject.  The  Jonmal,  which  had  recently 
denounced  as  aristocrats  and  nsorpers  "  those 
RepresentatiTes  who  did  not  "  respond  to  the 
race  of  the  people,  and  give  it  its  fiiU  effect," 
nddenl;'  changed  its  principles  on  the  forma- 
tioQ  of  the  (x^tion  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
Kt.  Cla^,  and  enloe^zed  tiie  latter  gentleman 
tor  Ha**  independence*'  In  disregarding  the  re- 
qnest  of  the  Kentncky  Le^alatnre,  and  the 
known  and  trndiapnted  will  of  Uie  people  of 
that  Stat«.  Bnt  the  change  wUch  has  taken 
idace  in  tiie  editorial  organ  of  the  Administra- 
tion, is  not  more  striking  than  that  which  is 
ediibited  in  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York, 
(Mr.  Storbs,)  who  is  pnt  forward  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  the  front  rank,  aa  their  champion  on 
this  floor.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  introduced 
these  very  resolutions,  they  were  referred  to  a 
iekct  committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Now  York  was  a  member :  and  I  then  found 
Km  my  most  strenuous  and  ardent  coadjutor. 

In  proceeding  to  answer  the  argomenta  of 
the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  Qfr.  Eveb- 
trr,)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  fUr. 
SroBBS,)  against  the  District  aystem,  I  shall 
have  the  ftm  weight  of  both  thefr  former  opin- 
ionsto  me  in  the  undertaking :  for  the  gen- 
tlttoan  from  New  York  also,  as  was  shown  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babbotjb,) 
maintained,  two  years  that  the  plan  of  the 
new  Govermnent  was  intended  to  subvert  the 
whole  system,  and  convert  the  Confederacy 
into  a  national  Govermnent;  though  he  can 
now  see  no  danger  but  in  the  choice  of  a  *'  na- 
tional "  President  by  "  the  people  of  America," 
and  no  safety  bnt  in  the  federative  aotion  of 
the  States  in  that  electi(m.  As  a  gentleman 
fttHn  Vii^^ia  Qb.  Aboqib)  has  assomed  that 
pnUio  opinion  is  (^posed  to  this  (as  he  is 
I^eased  to  term  it)  Uieoretioal  branch  of  the 
propoaed  amendment,  it  may  not  be  anuss  to 
set  bim  right  on  this  subject,  by  recnning  to  a 
few  facts  connected  with  its  history. 

When  this  proposition,  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago,  was  recommended  to  the  several 
States  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  It 
was  adopted  by  uie  Legislatures  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  and  b^  those  of  two  of  the 
largest,  New  York  and  Yii^pnia,  almost  unani- 
UKnisk.  This  system  was  particularly  a  favor- 
ite in  New  Englsnd,  owing,  perh^s,  to  the  re- 
ooHection  and  abhratenoe  <^  the  Gerrymander- 
ing allhir  in  Massachusetts ;  and  though  I  be- 
KeVe  tt  was  adopted  by  every  New  England 
Stale,  yet  I  now  understand — and  it  is  one  of 
the  most  portentous  signs  of  the  times — that 
there  will  not  be  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  votes 
from  that  quarter  of  the  Union  in  favor  of 
either  branch  of  the  amendment.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  Statee  have  repeatedly  adopted, 
i?  the  ooDStttatHHul  nufjori^  of  tvo-tbirda, 
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resolutions  In  favor  of  the  District  system,  and 
in  1820  this  House  sanctioned  it,  by  a  vote  ot 
94  to  64,  wanting  bnt  four  or  five  votes  of  a 
constitutional  majority.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
idea  that  strikes  the  sound  common  sense  of 
the  people  more  forcibly,  than  that  of  liaving 
some  uniform  system  of  giving  the  votes  of  the 
respective  States  on  this  great  question ;  and 
the  actual  experience  of  every  State  that  has 
made  the  experiment  of  the  General  Ticket 
^stem,  has  demonstrated  that,  as  a  means  of 
ascertuning  the  voice  of  the  people,  it  is  a  do* 
lusive  and  insulting  mockety.  And  yet,  the 
gentleman  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  Aboheb)  is 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  a  "  theoretical  ge- 
nius," sacrificing  every  thing  to  mere  sym- 
metry, for  maintaininjf  the  expedien<7  of  this 
plain,  old-£ashioDed  District  n'stem;  when  all 
the  arguments  which  either  he  or  any  other 
gentleman  has  urged  agfdnst  it,  seem  to  me  to 
h^lve  been  inspired  by  ue  very  genina  of  meta- 
physical abstraction. 

In  answer  to  the  objection  which  I  urged' 
against  the  General  Ticket  system,  that  it  tend- 
ed, by  an  inevitable  necessity,  to  ^row  the 
whole  elective  power  of  a  State  into  the  bands 
of  a  few  politictd  managers,  acting  hv  caucus 
nomination,  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  have  both  replied,  that,  by  the 
District  system,  you  woold  increase  the  e™,  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  caucuses.  I  was 
not  snrprised  to  hear  this  argument  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts:  for,  he  in- 
formed us  that  he  had  no  practical  knowledge ' 
of  the  subject ;  but  I  confess  I  heard  it  with 
astonishment,  coming  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  has  witnessed  the  operation, 
and  thoroughly  understands  the  principle  of 
the  caucus  system.  The  existence  of  a  caucus 
arises  entirely  out  of  the  necessity  of  ^vent- 
ing distraction,  and  producing  concert,  in  the 
votes  of  a  large  mass  of  people,  who  have  a 
common  ol^ect  to  accomplish.  A  State,  for 
example,  that  has  thirty-six  electors  to  choose 
by  a  general  vote  of  the  people,  mast  eithw 
submit  to  Iiave  the  electors  nominated  by  some 
central  agency,  or  run  the  hazard  of  having  the 
popular  will  entirely  defeated  by  a  want  of 
concert  as  to  the  electoral  ticket.  Almost 
every  district  would  have  its  separate  list  of 
electors,  and,  though  agreeing  as  to  the  person 
they  might  desire  to  make  Prendent,  they 
would  Quavoidably  disagree  as  to  the  means  of 
effecting  the  object.  But,  sir,  divide  the  State 
into  thirty-six  districts,  each  entitled  to  one 
vote,  and  acting  upon  its  own  separate  and  in- 
depeoi^nt  basis,  and  there  will  exist  no  neces- 
sity for  the  preliminary  concert  of  a  eanoos 
nomination.  The  people  of  a  district  can  move 
in  concert,  without  any  snch  machinery. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  very  brief  examination  of  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  several  gentlemen  to  the  Dis- 
trict system,  founded  upon  its  supposed  tend- 
encj  to  interfere  with  the  essential  rights  of 
&e  States,  to  imptir  tba  federative  charaoter 
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of  onr  Ooremment,  and  to  lead  to  ita  oonaoli- 
dation.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  bat  remark, 
tliat  gentlemen  mnat  be  favored  with  some  spe- 
cial momlnation  on  &e  sabject  of  State  righta, 
to  diBcover  that  thej  are  engendered  bj  a  bjs- 
tem,  proposed,  as  was  diown  hj  a  gentlenuui 
fh>m  Virsinia,  (Kr.  Babboub,)  as  e&rlj  as  1799, 
ytr.  HMison ;  -who^  (tf  all  the  stateanen  of 
this  conntry,  would  be  most  aonte  to  detect, 
and  most  prompt  to  resist,  an/  eaoroaohment 
upon  the  nAta  oi  the  States. 
The  genUeman  from  Kew  York  has  been 

f leased  to  call  the  District  ^stem  a  cmcible, 
y  whioh  the  States  of  tius  Union  were  to  be 
amalgamated  into  one  common  mass,  hj  fo^on : 
and  has,  thronghont  his  speech,  assumed  that  I 
have  proposed  and  nmntamed  what  I  expresslv 
disclaimed,  and  what  is  nowhere  to  be  found, 
bat  in  his  own  Imagination,  and  in  the  resola- 
tion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Gunsbt.)  H7 
proposition  distinctqr  secures  to  each  State,  in 
the  primary  election,  the  predse  number  of 
votes  to  which  she  is  now  entitled.  The  peo- 
ple of  eabh  State  will  gin  the  electoral  Totes 
of  that  State,  in  distrio^  laid  off  by  the  L^sis- 
latore ;  and  how  the  people  are  to  be  melted 
into  one  mass,  by  heaxtg  separated  into  two 
hundred  aad  aixt^-one,  sncpaases,  I  C(mfts8,  my 
poor  comprehension. 

The  constitution  has  provided,  that  tiie  peo- 
ple of  each  State  shall  f^ve  a  certun  number 
of  electoral  votes  for  Preudent,  and  that,  if 
any  one  person  shall  have  a  m^ority  of  those 
votes,  he  shall  be  the  President.  We  then 
have  the  authority  of  the  constitntlon  itself  for 
saying,  that  this  ts  the  heat  mode  of  electing 
that  important  officer ;  la  other  words,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Federalist,  that  the  framera 
of  the  constatntion  intntded  that  his  electors 
should  \f  chosen  by  *'  the  immediate  act  of  the 
American  people."  How,  then,  can  it  be  said, 
that  we  violate  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  making  those  pnn<dples  more  effec- 
tive i  The  taUun  to  elect  a  President  by  the 
primary  vote,  is  certainly  a  political  evil,  and 
IB  SO  regarded  by  the  constitution :  for  it  com- 
pels ns  to  resort  to  a  mode  of  choice,  whioh,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  the  Conventiou  did  not 
think  the  best,  or  they  would  have  made  it  the 

Srimary  mode.  To  prevent  that  failure,  then, 
;  seems  to  me,  is  to  do  nothing  more  than  we 
should  he  authorized  to  do,  according  to  the 
restricted  notion  of  onr  power  of  amendment, 
entertained  by  the  gentleman  from  Uassachu- 
aetts.  It  would  be  only  oarrying  the  existing 
principles  of  the  oonsntntion  into  **a  more 
perfect  and  happier  operation." 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  political  solecism 
than  that  which  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  00m- 
mencing  the  election  of  the  President  npon  one 

f rinciple,  and  ending  it  according  to  another, 
f  the  popular  principle  is  the  true  principle  of 
this  election,  as  indicated  "by  the  constitution 
ltael£  nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to 
■bandon  it  entirdy  as  sow  as  the  people,  at  tiie 
jBnt  effort^  fidl  to  ^ve  a  mi^cuity  of  votes  for 
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one  candidate.  It  looks  like  panishing  the 
people,  by  forfeiture,  for  not  being  more  unani- 
moos.  And  rest  assured,  si^  they  wiU  adopt 
means  to  avoid  the  penalty  hereafter,  even  if 
you  do  not  amend  tiie  oonstitatitm.  Not  only 
the  large  States,  but  all  the  States  that  r^^ara 
the  pivioiples  and  the  purity  of  our  Govern- 
ment as  ottjeots  worth  preserving,  will  certain- 
ly concur  in  some  preliminary  meamres  to 
make  the  popular  vote  conclosivej  and  prevent 
what,  ander  the  moat  favorable  oircumstanoes, 
is  a  ^[reat  national  evil — an  election  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentativee. 

In  my  opening  remarks,  I  stated  that,  in 
every  well-oigamzed  Government,  extensive 
powers  must  be  vested  in  the  Exeoative  De- 
partment; that  the  only  effectoal  means  of 
rendering  these  powers  compatible  with  public 
liberty,  was  an  efBcient  and  direct  responsibil- 
ity to  the  people ;  and  that,  iu  point  of  fact, 
the  power  of  the  Fteddent  of  the  United  Statea 
was  nearljr  equal  to  that  of  the  kiuK  of  Eng- 
land. This,  81^  the  gentleman,  is  '''an  ezag- 
geraticm  too  violent  tolie  admitt«d  in  the  heat 
of  argument bat,  being  resolved  to  snrpasa 
his  antagonist,  in  whatew  he  undertakes,  even 
should  it  be  exaggeration,  he  asserts  that  the 
Ezeontive  has  m  powr  at  aU;  that  im  Aom 
no  OovnTmaU/ 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Hampshire  (Ur. 
Babtlbit)  urges  it  as  an  argument  ^;^nst 
taking  the  election  of  the  President  from  this 
Honae,  that  we  are  compelled  to  choose  one  of 
the  three  highest  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
by  the  electors;  and  it  is,  therefore,  of  very 
littie  importance  which  ta  them  we  ohooae, 
whether  the  highest  or  the  lowest.  In  my 
Judgment,  a  stronger  argument  could  not  be 
advanced  for  ^vesting  this  House  of  the 
power  it  now  exercises.  If  it  is  of  so  little 
importance  which  of  the  three  prominent  can- 
didates shall  be  elected,  why  bringthe  a^tat- 
in^  question  into  this  House  t  Why  expose 
this  body  to  oertfun  distraction  and  probable 
cormpti(»L  when  there  is  no  object  to  be  ac- 
complished by  it  that  will  compensate  for  the 
haztu^t  Shall  the  members  of  this  House 
wantonly  ran  into  temptation,  merely  for  the 
sakQ  of  illnstrating  their  incorruptible  purity  t 
The  ^^tleman  ^m  Hassaohasetta  h^  said, 
that,  if  the  king  of  England  were  elective  for 
four  years,  no  ministry  could  keep  thdr  seats 
for  four  weeks.  Sir,  if  I  know  any  thing  of 
England,  a  nngle  election  of  a  king,  by  the 
Paniament,  would  literally  destroy  the  pditical 
system,  by  the  corruption  and  vi<^ence  to 
which  it  would  give  nse.  The  same  coase- 
quenoes,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  must,  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  at  no  very  distant  period, 
take  place  in  utis  country,  if  we  do  not  make 
this  change  in  our  constitution.  Ambition, 
that,  in  all  ages,  has  either  marched  to  empire 
through  blood  and  violence,  or  made  its  inglo- 
rioos  way  through  fraad  and  corruption,  ia  the 
same  active,  restless,  and  nngovemable  pasdon 
here,  that  it  has  been  finmd  la  all  other  ooan- 
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tries.  Ho  politioal  mUlemunm  has  crpoied  upon 
tu.  The  nature  .of  man  ia  nacbaxiged.  We 
ean  onl j  hope  for  exemptioa  from  t£e  oormp- 
tion  And  depravity  whioh  history  records  of 
other  oonntnea,  by  avoiding  the  imperfection 
in  oar  poUtioal  organization  Hiat  prodnoad 
those  eviis  in  thur  ayatema. 

But,  appealing  fiwm  the  hiatoiy  of  other 
eoantnea,  gentlmwn  hxn  trinmphantily  re- 
ftrred  to  oar  own  to  disprore  the  alleged  im- 
peifiBcticHii  in  the  mode  m  ohoo^ng  Hie  Presi- 
dent.   The  gentleman  from  Kev  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Baktlrt)  has  called  onr  attention  to  the 
election  of  1601,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea,  and  he  citea  the  success  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
as  a  proof  of  the  fitness  of  this  House  to  per- 
form the  electoral  ftinction.   Sir,  the  gentie- 
man  oonld  not  have  selected  a  more  nnforta- 
oate  example  to  iUnstrate  his  argument  If 
ever  there  was  a  dark  and  portentous  period  in 
onr  political  histoiy,  it  was  that  of  the  contest- 
ed election  between  Thomas  Jefl^rson  and 
Aanm  Bbtt,  in  die  Hoose  of  Bepreaoitatives. 
Those  who  vere  then  on  the  theatre  of  politi- 
cal life,  can  tell  the  gentleman  with  what  trem- 
Uing  apprehensions,  with  what  indignant  de- 
snnciations,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
looked,  week  after  week,  npon  the  disgracefil 
drama  that  was  going  on  within  these  walls ; 
when  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  fate  of 
the  Bepahlic  were  sospended  on  a  thread,  and 
when  the  nation  was  finally  saved  from  the 
usurped  dominion  of  a  vile  and  unprincipled 
intrigner,  more  by  the  Providence  of  God,  than 
either  hy  the  wisdom  or  virtae  of  those  npon 
whom  the  high  doty  had  devolved  of  deonog 
a  Frestdeut.  Sir,  what  was  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  attempt,  00  nearly  consammated 
by  soooeaa,  to  make  Aarcm  Bnrr  the  President, 
by  the  vote  of  this  House  ?   It  was  a  qnestion 
of  naked,  unmitigated,  desperate  osnrpation. 
Witii  the  ondimnted  met  before  th^  that  he 
had  not  received  one  solitary  vote  in  the  Union 
tor  President,  there  were  found  in  these  walls, 
not  only  one  or  two  men,  bnt  almost  an  entire  par- 
^,  prepared  to  bid  a  bold  and  reckless  defiance, 
both  to  the  will  of  the  nation  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  oonstitation.   If  they  bad  succeed- 
ed, this  nation  wonld  have  been  ah^en  to  its 
centre,  and  what  commenced  in  faction,  would, 
probably,  have  aided  in  blood.  And  yet  thia 
aeene,  where  all  the  madness  (tf  fiution  pre- 
aded  over  the  deUberationa  of  the  omdave,  is 
referred  to  as  an  argument  against  taking  the 
election  from  this  Honse  I 

But  those,  it  may  be  add,  were  days  of  fac- 
tions violence,  when  the  country  was  divided 
into  two  organized  parties.  I  admit  they  were, 
rir;  and  do  yon  expect  a  new  era  in  history — 
that  we  are,  from  this  time  forward,  to  have, 
nopartieat 

As  to  my  own  oourae,  it  is  distinctly  marked 
ODt.  I  shall  liberally  sustain  the  just  and 
proper  measures  of  this  Administration :  and, 
wr  the  sake  of  illastrating  my  principles,  I 
liik  I  eoold  flofltahk  them  allr--bat  I  ihall  aa 
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decidedly  oppose  thdr  re-election.  Brought 
into  existence  by  the  sinful  embraces  of  an  un- 
principled coalition,  with  the  "  primal  curse  " 
of  tumpation  indelibly  stamped  upon  them, 
no  sabseqnent  measures  can  purify  them  f^m 
the  original  sin  of  their  generation  and  birth. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Babtlett^  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  the 
celebrated  sentunent  of  Mr.  Crawford — "  Jadge 
the  Adminiatraticoi  1^  th^  meaanrea  " — la  a 
just  rebuke  to  the  petnlanoe  of  fitetioL  Jadge 
the  Administration  by  their  measures  t  Ihi, 
sir ;  I  will  Judge  of  the  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration by  their  own  intriufflo  merits :  bnt 
I  will  not  Judge  of  the  Administration  bj  their 
measures  only,  when  they  come  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  their  stewardship,  and  ask  for  a 
renewal  of  their  trust  It  wonld  be  just  as 
reasonable  to  ask  of  me,  when  my  horse  is  sto- 
len, to  let  the  Judgment  of  condemnation  de- 
pend, not  upon  the  fact  of  the  felony,  but  upon 
I  the  kindness  or  cmelty  with  whioh  the  thl^ 
shonld  nee  tiie  stolen  anlmaL 

When  Mr.  MoDuvfib  had  finished  his  argu- 
ment, Mr.  TtoiBix  obtained  the  floor,  bnt  gave 
way  at  the  request  of 

MI.  EvxBEiT,  who  b^ged  leave  to  ofi!^  a 
dngle  word  of  explanation.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  K  stud,  has  taken 
occasion,  after  claiming  to  himself  the  merit  of 
exclusive  consistency  on  this  subject,  to  at- 
tempt to  fix  a  chfu^  of  incondstency  and 
change  of  opinion  upon  me ;  and  has  endeavored 
to  support  this  charge  by  a  selection  of  senten- 
ces,  and  parts  of  sentences,  from  an  article 
pnblished,  six  years  ago,  in  a  Journal  with 
which  I  had  an  editorial  connection.  It  is  a 
anfficient  reply  to  this  charge  to  ss^,  that  I 
never,  in  my  life,  expressed  an  opinion  np<Hk 
the  subject  of  the  gentleman's  amendment  In 
either  branch  of  it,  until  I  came  to  the  discoa- 
sion  of  it  this  winter.  I  never  could  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  for  X  am  liot  conscious  of 
ever  having  devoted  an  hour  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  question.  With  respect  to  the  sen- 
timents which  the  gentleman  nas  cited  fVora 
the  North  American  Review,  though  I  have 
but  a  general  recollection  of  the  contonta  of 
tiie  article  in  question,  which  I  have  not  aeen 
since  the  correction  of  the  proof-sheets,  the 
gentleman  knows — since  he  spears  to  have 
read  it  with  care— that  thej  ruer  to  a  very 
different  matter.  The  writer  of  that  article 
attempta  a  sort  of  ontUne  of  the  oonstitation, 
in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Jeremy  Bentham, 
whose  uifonnation  of  our  institutions  appears 
to  have  renuuned  stationary  since  the  Old  Con- 
federation, and  who  acttully  speaks  of  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States  as  the  President 
of  Congress.  Quoting  this  remark,  and  refut- 
ing the  doctrine  implied  in  it,  the  writer  of  the 
article  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  a  National  Gov- 
ernment, (not  like  the  old  one,)  a  Confederacy 
of  the  States.  The  President  is  the  President 
of  the  pe(^ ;  the  Bepreaentattves^  the  B^oe- 
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Bentatives  of  the  people;  the  Jndiciary,  the 
Jadiciary  of  the  people ;  and  the  Senate,  the 
onlj  branch  which  represents  the  States  as 
SQch :  that,  had  the  Union  been  a  compact  sim- 
ply between  the  States  as  such,  they  would 
Lave  had  an  equal  vote  in  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent, &o.  All  this,  sir,  is  onquestionablj  trae. 
The  gentJieman  sajs,  t^ese  were  mj  fonuer 
views ;  they  certainly  are  my  present  views : 
for,  tiioQgD  the  present  oonstitntton  was 
formed  compact  between  States  eqoalfy  sov- 
ereign, it  is  not  itself  a  compact  between 
States,  reUUnIng  each  an  eqnal  share  of  the 
sovereignty,  as  was  the  case  with  the  former 
Oonfederation.  I  freely  grant  the  gentleman 
tiiat  the  writer  of  the  smde,  in  saying  that 
the  representation  in  the  Senate,  is  the  only 
trace  of  Federal  equality,  fell  into  an  error,  no 
doubt,  from  the  haste  and  carelesaneas  incident 
to  anonymous  periodical  writing.  The  choice 
of  President  is,  also,  in  some  respects,  federa- 
tive :  this  is  not  matter  of  opinion,  on  whioh^ 
to  gronnd  a  charge  of  inoonaistency ;  it  is  mat- 
ter of  foot,  overlooked  or  omitted  by  the  an- 
tbOT  of  the  essay  which  the  gentlmnaQ  cites. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  myself 
do  not  differ  as  to  the  proposition  that  the 
(dioice  of  the  President  is,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  federative  feature  of  the  Government  We 
differ  as  to  the  right  now  to  alter  that,  which, 
at  the  time,  was  fixed  by  compromise,  between 
parties  then  equally  sovereign,  and  who  ^reed 
to  ^ve  Qp  certain  portions  of  their  eqnd  sov- 
ereignty, and  DO  more ;  and  to  Mtablisn  a  Gov- 
ernment to  a  certain  degree  National,  and  to  a 
certain  degree  Federative. 


8ATimDi.T,  April  1. 
AiHendiMnt  ^  ^  OmiHMien. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HcDttttib, 
went  into  Oommlttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Jir.  MoLaiix,  of  Ddaware,  in 
the  ohur,  on  the  amendmenta  proposed  1^ 
MoBcFPiB,  to  the  constltation. 

Hr.  TanfBLB  addressed  the  committee.  He 
began  by  saying,  that  the  Locrians  had  a  stat- 
ute which  required  the  person  who  intended 
to  propose  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  their 
J^iTidammtcU  lam,  to  go  into  the  assembly  of 
the  jp^pl^  with  a  rope  round  his  neck ;  and  if 
be  £uleid  in  his  plan  of  alteration  or  amend- 
ment, the  stotnte  declared  t^t  he  should  be 
inatantiy  bong  np,  without  any  further  trial  or 
oonviotion.  Be  thought  it  possible  that  similar 
enaotments  might  be  osefol  in  our  day  and  gen- 
eration, to  repress  the  rage  in  favor  of  amend- 
ing constitutions ;  but  he  did  not  wish  for  such 
a  law  at  present,  because  there  were  some 
twenty  plans  before  the  House  to  amend  the 
Federal  Constitution ;  nineteen  of  which  would 
fail  beyond  a  doubt,  and  probably  the  other 
also ;  and  of  course  the  law  of  the  Locrians,  if 
in  force  among  us,  would  sweep  us  by  tens 
and  twenties,  and  thin  our  rants  most  marvel- 
lously. But  be  would  hdd  it  np  to  the  oom- 
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mittee  ss  a  fit  remedy  for  premature  and  use- 
less innovations  in  uie  coarse  of  legislation. 
Historians  tell  us  that  these  Locrians  made  no 
alterations  in  the  body  of  their  laws  for  about 
two  hundred  years ;  during  which  period  they 
wore  a  prosperous  and  a  bappy  people ;  ap- 
plauded and  admired  by  all  the  other  States  of 
Greece  around  them. 

JSx.  T.  was  in  &vor  of  theproporition  to  ex- 
dlnde  the  election  from  tiie  House,  bnt  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  scheme  whiob  wonid 
diTPinifb  or  imp^  fiie  foil  power  of  the  States 
to  regulate  the  whole  subject,  as  separate  inde- 
pendent bodies,  or  communities  of  people.  His 
best  jud^ent  was  opposed  to  the  districts,  and 
he  shoula  vote  against  the  District  system,  un- 
less he  should  find  the  people  of  bis  State  in 
fovor  of  that  plan.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
ttdes,  in  debate,  that  the  States,  in  adopting 
the  District  system,  would  have  to  smrender 
some  portions  of  their  ^wer  over  the  election: 
and  this  was  not  consistent  with  his  views  of 
Federal  or  State  policy.  His  opinion  was,  be- 
fore be  came  into  Cmigresa,  that  the  Federal 
Government  was  rather  too  weak  and  feeble  to 
munt^n  itself  against  the  States :  bat  be  was 
now  fully  satisfied  that  the  Statea  were  the 
weaker  vessels,  and  be  wonld  not  agree  to  in- 
crease their  weakness  by  taking  power  from 
tiiem. 

He  would  vote,  he  said,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  ^Mr.  MoDofpib,)  in  favor 
of  his  abstract  proposition  to  exclude  the  elec- 
tion from  the  House,  but  not  for  the  reasons 
offered  by  that  member. 

The  great  olyeotion  ui^ed  agtunst  the  pres- 
eat  mode  of  election  is,  uie  improper  use  that 
may.  be  made  of  power  and  patronage  to  cor- 
rupt the  members  and  ocmtrol  thdr  votes.  But 
here  a  plun  distinction  had  been  overlooked 
by  those  who  had  preceded  1dm  in  argument. 
Tnere  are,  s^d  be^  two  classes,  or  divisions,  of 
this  power  and  patronage ;  first,  the  power  and 
patronage  incident  to  the  PrcMdential  o£9ce^ 
and  to  he  exercised,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
man  in  office,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties ;  and,  second,  the  power  and  patronage 
incident  to  each  of  the  three  candidates  before 
the  Hoaae ;  and  which  each  of  them  could  only 
use  potentially.   These  two  classes  of  power 
and  patronage  differ  widdy  from  each  other. 
The  first  is  not  complained  of;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  gentieman  ^Ir.  MoDuma)  approved  it 
in  his  first  speech — contended  that  it  was  right 
and  proper-~protested  ag^nst  its  diminntion — 
declared  himself  the  last  man  who  would  op- 
pose it — ^made  it  out  to  be  equal,  or  near^ 
equal,  to  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  king 
of  England — ^thought  it  absolutely  necessary  in 
our  system  of  Government,  and  was  unwilling 
to  place  any  check  upon  it,  except  the  check  of 
"sublime  responrability."    In  fact,  the  plans 
and  propositions  of  amendment  in  debate,  were 
not  brought  forward  or  intended  as  a  check 

rn  the  exercise  of  power  and  patronage  by 
President  after  he  la  in^ted  into  officer 
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And  ret  the  Prerident,  after  bis  indTictioii,  iiuqr 
UB  me  same  power  and  patronage  to  secnre 
lusra-de^Go.  He  ooaM  use  it  in  both  Houses, 
aod  in  the  States  and  Districts  also ;  and  die 
peniidolu  effiaets  nsol^ig  frnn  the  actoal  nee 
of  it,  ben  or  cisewber^  fw  a  period  of  four 
y*tn,  voaM  ftr  eneed  the  leeoltitig 
from  the  use  of  it  potoitiaDj,  by  the  candidates 
befine  the  House,  fw  a  fev  daja,  or  at  most, 
a  few  weeks  011I7.  And  then  again  the 
Preadoit,  after  bis  re-election,  may  nae  this 
power  and  patpcuiage  during  his  last  term  of 
four  yeara,  to  bring  in  amrorite  snoceesor. 
And  yet  the  gentleman  offers  us  no  plan  to 
check  the  leit-handed  exercise  of  all  tms  mass 
of  power  and  patroa^e.   He  dreads  the  powtfr 

th$  ffotue.  It  IB  this  that  he  com^ains  of; 
and  diia,  he  thinks,  will  make  this  body  mm 
eMTBpt  than  any  le^islatiTe  body  ever  has  been 
hnetolbre. 

Mr.  Vaztct  then  addressed  the  ccanmittee : 
fir,  the  members  of  the  Oonvention  that  fiivmed 
this  ooostitntion  pat  the  election,  in  the  last 
resmt,  where  it  now  rests ;  and  I  bsTe  no 
donbt  that  they  riewed  the  whole  groimd,  and 
wogfaed,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  difficnlties 
tiiat  were  to  be  enconntered,  either  in  throw- 
ing it  back  a  second  time  to  the  people,  or  any 
|n-existing  body  nnder  the  Btate  anthorities. 
The  gentleman  &om  Virginia,  (Mr.  8tktkh- 
•on,)  to  whom  I  Hstened  with  so  much  pleas- 
ure, in  the  very  able  riew  he  took  oi  the  Fed- 
eral features  of  this  Gorenmiait,  has  proposed, 
hi  the  last  resort,  to  giro  the  etootkm  to  ^e 
State  L^islatiires.  Sir,  Tolomee  mi^t  be  spo- 
ken and  written,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  the 
imprt^riety  of  such  a  st^ ;  if  there  was  no 
other  objectitHi,  the  simple  fact  that  those 
bodies,  nndtr  the  constitntion,  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  Senators  otmfided  to  ttwbr  charge, 
would  be  sufBcient  of  itself. 

The  ExecutiTe  Department  conrists  of  two 
branchee,  the  President  and  the  Senate.  The 
Beoate  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  che(^  upon 
the  Fnaident.  The  Senate,  also,  in  its  judicial 
diaraoter,  is  to  rit  as  aoonrt  of  fnmeadmwnt, 
to  tiy  the  Prerident.  It  is,  therefore,  mani- 
ftet,  that  th^y  ought  to  l>e  as  indqpendoit  of 
each  other  in  sentiment  and  fbding,  as  practi- 
cable. Is  it  not  then  improper,  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  ehould  owe  their  election  to 
the  Bame  bodies  of  men  f  I  a^  that  gentle- 
man, serionsly,  to  reflect  before  he  takes  this 
atep.  I  ask  this  House,  and  this  nation,  to 
jMuae  before  they  unhinge  the  constitution  of 
tb^  country ;  to  remember  the  diffioultiee  that 
fiMir  anoestors  had  in  brios^g  Into  snocessfnl 
<qieration  this  splendid  m<»inment  intellec- 
tual wisdom^-the  resnlt  of  one  of  the  noblest 
eObrts  ct  mutoal  oonoesrion  and  compromise, 
that  was  ever  emoted  by  any  politioal  body  in 
tty  age  or  nation. 

MX.  T.  p.  MooKE,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was 
is  foTor  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentieman 
fam  South  Oardina.  They  were  in  strict  ao- 
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cordance  with  a  Amdamental  article  in  his  po- 
litical creed,  that  tiie  people  were  the  safest  de- 
poutory  of  eveiy  power  which  it  was  practio^ 
Ue  fbr  them  to  exercise.  But  the  dntiea  with 
which  he  had  been  chafed,  by  lus  imme^te 
eonstitaenta,  and  tiie  vigonHis  support  whidi 
the  resolntiMis  had  reoeived,  roidered  any  ex- 
ertions, on  Ids  part,  to  advance  them,  both  in- 
oonreuient  and  nnneecstaiy. 

Hi.  Hajoltov  moved  that  the  oonunlttee  rise. 

Hr.  BuoHABAS  appealed  to  the  committee  on 
the  proprie^  of  domng  the  debate  on  thede  res- 
olutions; stating  that  he  had  himself  prepared, 
with  mnch  care,  a  qteecb  on  the  sulject,  which, 
after  what  had  taken  jStae,  he  now  wonld  sop- 
press. 

Mr.  WiBsm  pressed  the  same  p(dn^  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  SroKsa  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, that  he  mi^t  merely  rtate  that  his  vote  on 
tiie  prmontions  would  be  the  same  as  recorded 
on  the  JoomalB  amiHig  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  a 
fSormer  Congress;  bnt  he  remeed  to  comply,  and 
the  qoestion  bring  taken,  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  'Wkbstkb  uen  moved,  in  the  House,  that 
the  Ckimmittee  of  the  IFhole  on  the  etate  of  the 
Union  be  discharged  frtmi  the  ftirtber  eonridera- 
tion  of  these  resorotions :  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  conunittee  was  cuscharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  McDmmn  then  snbstitated  for  his  ori^- 
nsl  resolutions,  the  amendments  he  bad  oSlored 
in  Committee  of  the  Wbde,  vis : 

"Sttolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
President  and  Vice  Prerident  of  the  United  SUtea, 
the  constitution  ought  to  be  amended  in  such  man. 
ner  uwill  [veTent  the  elecUon  of  the  aforesaid  offi- 
cers from  devolving  od  Cougrees. 

"  AW«0dL  Hiat  a  nnUbnn  ■nt«n  of  voting  by 
INstricts  oo^t  to  be  eatabliahed  In  all  the  States, 
the  number  of  Districts  Id  etch  State  to  equ»l  the 
number  of  Senators  and  BepreseDtatiTee  to  vUch 
sudi  State  may  be  entitled  m  Congress,  and  each 
District  haTineone  vote. 

"  JU$olvadt  That  a  select  committee  be  aroointed, 
with  iuBtmctions  to  prepare  and  report  a  Junt  re^ 
dution,  embracing  the  aforesrid  otgeets." 

Mr.  Cook  again  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  offered,  in  Committee  of  the  Whol^  aa 
an  addition  to  the  first  Iwanoh  of  ICr.  MoD.^ 
amendnunt,  via : 

**And  as  viQ  authorize  the  voters  qualified  to 
vote  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta* 
tires  of  the  United  States  in  each  State,  to  rote  di- 
rectly, tn  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof 
shall  direct,  for  the  aforenid  officwa,  referring  to 
each  Bute,  after  the  fidhire  to  make  a  choice  of 
either  of  the  aforesaid  olBoen  in  the  primary  eleo* 
tion,  on  the  prindide  that  such  primary  election  Is 
now  made,  an  equal  vote  in  such  election;  aod 
that  a  convention  be  anthoriied  in  each  State,  to 
att  on  the  aforesud  amendments." 

Hr.  WHmim  moved  to  amend  Hr.  Cook> 
amendment,  by  striking  out  that  clause  which 

Sroposes  the  calling  of  a  convention  in  each 
tate  to  conrider  the  amendments  tttat  m^  be 


^snaJsma^^a*  Oiiiih'riiii'iii. 


Digitized  by 


38 


B.  ov  K] 

■ent  down  to  the  Bevend  States  Hsr  aoo^tsnoe 

or  r^ection. 

Ur.  SAUKSKBsnowmored  fib  Pr«piou$  Qum- 
Uon,  (the  effect  of  which  peelndes  all  ameod- 
menta  and  debate,  and  reqiures  at  onoe  a  deoUion 
orr  the  main  qneetion  heiore  the  Hoose.)  The 
motion  of  Hr.  6Ainn>Eii8  was  sustuned, — ayes 
80,  noes  60.  The  previoos  qneetion  was  then 
pat,  Tiz:  "Shall  tiie  main  qiWBtion  now  be tak- 
cnl" 

On  iwMoa  of  this  qnwtiou.  Ur.  Powbll 
called  for  the  yeas  and  naTS,  whion  were  order- 
ed, and  were— yeas  128,  najs  64. 

So  it  was  detern^ed  that  the  vaia  qnesticMi 
ahonld  now  he  taken. 

}£t.  HoDunis  called  for  a  division  of  the 

anestion,  that  the  vote  might  be  taken  first  on 
[le  proposition  to  remove  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tion from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTea,  and 
then  m  the  Dlabiot  System ;  vUoh  was  agreed 
to. 

The  qnestioQ  was  aooordingly  stated  on  the 
ibilowing  resolaUoD,  viz: 

**Jt«»oIved,  That,  for  the  porpoM  of  elecdag  the 
Fieaideat  and  ^oe  Freflidest  of  the  Uoitwl  States, 
the  coiutittttioQ  ought  to  be  amettded  in  inch  man- 
ner as  iriU  prereot  the  election  of  the  aforeM^d 
eOeen  from  deToIviog  on  Congresa." 

And,  by  request  of  Hr.BABBOUBiOf'^nr^nia, 
tike  question  was  taken  hj  yeas  and  nqr^  and 
dedcbd  as  fdlom : 

Txi&— Kessrs.  Adams  of  T.,  Addanw  of  Pa., 
Alexander  of  Va.,  Alexander  of  Tenn.,  Allea  of 
Tenn.,  jUston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Armstrong,  Ash- 
ley,  ^iley.  Badger,  Barbonr  of  Ya.,  Barney,  Bu- 
eett,  Baylies,  Blur,  Boone,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck- 
aer,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Carter,  Cary, 
Canedy,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crump, 
I>KTenport,  Deitx,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  Fenn.,  Ed- 
wards  of  N.  C.,  Esdll,  Flndlay  of  Penn,,  FindUy  of 
OUo,  Fofldiek,  Gamsey,  Garrison,  Gist,  Goran,  Gur- 
ley,  Hallock,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hajnes, 
Hem[Aiill,  Henry,  Hlnei^  Hi^&nan,  Hctmes,  Houston, 
Hogoidn,  Humphrey.  lodiam,  Isaoks,  Jennings  of 
In£,  Johnson  of  va.,  James  Johnson,  Francis 
Johnson,  Kellogg,  Kerr,  Eremer,  Lawrence,  Le- 
compte,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Ltvingston,  Long, 
Mangum,  Ifarable,  Uarkell,  lUrkley,  Hartindale, 
Mar^  of  K.  T.,  McCoy,  XcDuffie,  MoEean,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  McHanos,  UcMeill.  Mercer,  Merri- 
wether,  Metcalfe,  Miller  of  N.  Y.,  Jas.  B.  Mitchell, 
Mitoheil  of  Md.,  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ky., 
Moore  of  Alabaitu,  Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk, 
Porter,  Powell,  luTes,  Rose,  Bobs,  Baunders,  Saw- 
jer,  Scott,  Smith,  Stevenson  of  Penn.,  Stevenson  of 
Ta.,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor  of  Ya., 
Test,  Thomson  of  Fenn.,  Thompson  of  Ga.,  Thomp- 
son of  Ohio,  Trczrant,  TrimMe,  Tucker  of  8.  C, 
Yeridanok,  Ward,  Weems,  Wbittemore,  Wickliffe, 
WilBama,  James  Wilson,  Heniy  mison,  V^lson  of 
&  C,  Wilson  of  OUo,  Wol^  Woods  of  OUo,  Wor- 
tUngton,  Wurts,  and  Young— 188. 

Nats.— Uessrs.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Baldwhi,  Bartlett, 
Bartfey,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Clarke,  Ooodlct,  Crowninshielc^  Davis, 
Ihright,  Eastman,  Everett,  Forsyth,  Hasbrouck, 
Hea^,  Benick,  IngersoU,  Kiddw,  Locke,  Mallary, 
JCattocks,  MeLue  of  Dd^  Menrin  of  Conn.,  IDner, 
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Newton,  O'Brien,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Beed,  Sands, 
Sloane,  Spragne,  Storre,  Strong,  Swan,  Tomlinsoo, 
Tucker  of  N.  J.,  Yan  Beusselaer,  Yance,  Yamun^ 
"Vinton,  Wales,  Webster,  Whipple,  White,  Wbittl*' 
eey.  Wood  of  N.  Y.,  and  Wright— 64. 

So  the  first  reaolntion  was  agreed  to. 

The  qneetioD  was  then  tahnn  on  theftUowing 

(second)  resolution : 

"  lUaolvtd,  That  a  uniform  system  of  voting  by 
Districts,  ought  to  be  established  in  all  the  States^ 
the  number  of  Dirtricts  in  each  State  to  equal  the 
number  of  Senators  and  Bepressntatives  to  which 
soeh  State  may  be  entitled  in  Oongrssi^  and  enoh 
District  having  one  vote," 

And,  by  reqoest  of  Hr.  limi,  dedded  hj 
yeas  and  nays,  which  resulted  as  edlom ; 

Tub,— Messrs.  Adsns  of  K.  T.,  Alexander  irf 
Tenn.,  ASen  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Anderson,  AngeL 
Armstrong,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Badger,  Barbour  of 
Ya.,  Barney,  BayUea,  Bl^,  Bryan,  Cambreleng, 
GuDpboll,  Carson,  Carter,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  Con- 
ner, Ddtx,  Edwards  of  N.  C.  Estill,  Findlaj  of  Ohio, 
Fosdick,  Garrison,  Govan,  Hallock,  Hamilton,  Har- 
ris, ^sbrouok,  Hayden,  Huiry,  Hines,  Hoffmaa^ 
Holmes,  Houston,  Hugunin,  Humphrey,  Inj^iam, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Ya.,  James  Johnson,  Francis 
Johnson,  Kell<^,  Kerr,  Kremer,  Lecompte,  lin* 
coin,  Little,  Liviiu^ston,  Long,  Ibingnni,  Marable, 
Markell,  MartindJe,  Marvin  of  N.  Y.,  McDoffie, 
MeKee,  McManus.  McNeill,  Mercer,  HiUer  of  T., 
Wtchell  of  Md.,  Utdiell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ey., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Pott, 
Porter,  Powell,  Reed,  Rose,  Boss,  Saoudera,  Saw* 
yer,  Scott,  Smith,  Yertrfanck,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  White,  Whittomore,  WioklUIb,  Williams^ 
Worthhtgton— 90. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Addams  of  Pa.,  Alexander  ot  Ya., 
Allen  of  Mass.,  Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Hartley,  Barber 
of  Conn.,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Carey,  Cassedy,  dariie, 
Gondict,  Cook,  Crownlnshield,  Crump,  Davia,  Dav- 
enport, Drayton,  Dwight,  Eastman,  Everett,  Ed- 
wards of  Fa.,  Flndlay  of  Fa.,  Forsyth,  Gist,  Gurley, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Healey,  HemphilL  Herrick,  Inger> 
Kily  Jennings  of  Ind.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Locke,  Mallary,  Markley,  Ibttockn,  McCoy, 
McEean,  McLane  of  Del,  Mcliane  of  Ohio,  Mern- 
wether,  Uerwin  of  Conn.,  Uetoalfe,  Miner,  James 
S.  Mitchell,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Pearce,  Phe^ 
Rives,  Sands,  Spragne,  Stevenson  of  Pa.,  Stevenson 
of  Ya.,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taliaforo^ 
Tattnall,  Taylor  of  Ya.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Fa., 
Thompson  of  Ga.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tomlinson, 
Trezvant,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  N.  J.,  Tucker  of  S.  C, 
Yan  Benssdaer,  Vance,  Vamum,  Vinton,  Wales, 
Whipple,  Whittlesey,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  8.  C,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Wood  of 
N.  Y.,  Woods  of  Ohio,  Wright,  Worts,  Toung— 102. 

So  the  seoond  resolation  was  ngeoted. 

Iff.  MoDuvFiE  then  moved  that  the  first  res- 
olation, which  had  been  agreed  to,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  report  thereon  to  this 
Hoase. 

The  motion  was  carried — eyes  118. 

The  committee  was  ordeFod  to  oondat  of  M 
members,  as  follows: 

ICr.  MoDiOTn,  Ifr^  XsxcouCf  Ur.  BabiuRi 
Hr.  B&iLBT,  Mr.  PguoK,  iir,  Ikoibboex,  Hr* 
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IUtcookb,  Ht,  MonuAjij  Ur.  Oubsdt,  Ut. 
Kuklbt;  Ur.  MoLuib  of  Delamre^  Ur.  Ln- 
nB,l[r.  mamrsinrof  Ya.,  Mr.  Biovdkk  lb-. 
Tattkax^  Ur.  OxMPBBix,  IDr.  Utsr,  Ur.  Cook, 
Hr.  TxDfBut,  Mr.  Pou,  lb>.  Soon:  Kr.  Owsv, 
Mr.  UcKmm,  and  Hr.  Bust. 
And  then  Uw  Home  atljoamed. 


HoNDAT,  Apiil  8. 

Hr.  Ta<uuB  E.  Sill,  a  BepreMOtadTe  from 
the  State  ot  Pennsylvania,  in  th«  {daoe  of  the 
Hon.  Patrick  Farrelljr,  deoeaaed,  ^ipaand,  was 
foalified,  and  took  hu  seat. 

IHplomatio  Addrmei* 

The  following  r6e(^ation,offered  by  Mr.  Woks, 
of  Teonewe^  on  Saturday,  was  taken  np : 

^Jiewoloed,  That  the  Presidetit  of  the  TTaited 
States  be  requested  to  commanicate  to  this  House, 
eoplee  of  the  rablie  addreeaes  deUrered  by  the  Hin- 
Isten  of  the  United  Sutea  to  the  King  of  E^n, 
iiiice  the  year  1818,  and  aluo  such  correspondence 
as  may  have  occurred  between  the  Uiaisters  of  the 
Unhed  States  and  any  of  the  Independent  Goveni' 
ments  of  Spanish  America,  relating  to  either  of  said 
addrenes ;  or  any  communications  from  any  of  our 
miitatera  at  Boeh  QoTwonienti  to  our  GoTemmeat, 
in  relation  thereto." 

Ur.  I»AOK0  said  he  woald  briefly  state  the 
nasMU  fat  deriring  thla  oaU.  He  was  not  sure 
that  any  very  important  information  wonid  re- 
sult frcHu  it;  and  he  ooold  assure  gentlemen  he 
^d  not  ask  for  these  papers  witli  any  view  of 
finding  &nlt  with  what  had  been  done  by  any- 
body. Bi^  the  Honee  was  abont  entering  upon 
the  oonrideratton  of  the  general  snbjeot  of  oar 
relations  with  Spain  and  with  the  Sooth  Ameri- 
can Repnblics;  and  he  thonght  it  was  desirable 
that  as  foil  a  view  as  possible  should  be  obtuned 
of  the  whole  groana  With  this  view  it  was 
that  he  bad  moved  the  resolation.  It  might  be 
that  some  chao£|e  bad  token  place,  within  these 
two  years  past,  m  the  views  of  onr  Oovemment 
towards  l^in,  and  it  might  be  that  the  Soath 
American  Bmnblics  had  noUeed  some  change. 
It  misht  also.be  desirable  to  see  and  tuderstand 
In  what  light  they  considered  snch  apparent 
change,  and  how  the  sabjeot  had  been  treated 
by  oar  MinisterB  to  those  Qovemmenta. 

Ur.  FoBSTTE  observed  that  he  did  not  know 
of  any  pablio  inconvenience  that  would  result 
from  an  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  and,  even 
if  he  did,  it  wonld  be  a  very  ungracions  ta^  in 
him  to  oppose  it  He  thought,  however,  that 
it  needed  some  little  modification;  he  would 
suggest  such  modification  to  the  gentleman  who 
liscTmoved  it,  but  should  himseu  make  no  q>e- 
effie  motion  to  efl^  it 

Hie  resolntion,  sidd  he,  oalls  for  the  pnbUo 
addresses,  delivmd  1^  our  IDulsters  to  coiain 
famffi  Governments.  Now,  strictly  speaking, 
there  are  no  addresses  delivered  in  public. 
When  a  Uinister  goes  to  a  foreign  Government, 
he  preeents  his  credentials  to  the  head  of  tlie 
Qovemmeot,  aooonpsnied  by  a  speech,  if  he 
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thinks  proper— but  this  latter  is  discretionary. 
This,  however,  is  not  strictly  a  public  address. 
Whenever,  afterwards,  any  interobange  of  let- 
ters becomes  necessary,  an  andience  is  demand- 
ed of  the  Minister  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
the  letters,  Ac  There  is  one  other  ocoasicnt 
when  a  Uinister  has  the  right  to  present  an  ad- 
dress. If  he  thinks  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Government  who  holds  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  him  is  actuated  by  on  unfriendly  disposi- 
tion, and  manifests  it  by  unfair  and  improper 
treatmeot,  he  may  demand  an  andience,  and 
make  his  appeal  to  the  head  of  the  Government. 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  this  luu  ever  been 
done  by  any  Uinister  of  this  Government  If 
I  understsnd  the  otjeot  the  gentleman^  res- 
olntion, it  is  to  get  copies  of  the  addresses  ddiv- 
ered  by  our  lOnistera  to  Spdn,  &&,  when  they 
presented  their  credentials,  or  were  about  to 
leave  the  country,  and  I  suggest  to  him  so  to 
modify  the  resolution  as  to  embrace  his  object 
more  distiuotly.  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  Word  on 
the  subject  of  these  addresses.  If  any  judg- 
ment un&vorable  to  unr  present  Minister  to 
Spun  has  been  formed  from  any  thing  that  has 
appeared  in  the  newspapers,  as  his  address  to  the 
Spanish  court,  great  injustioe  has  been  done  to 
him.  The  first  knowledge  possessed  here  of 
that  address,  is  from  a  translation  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Gfliette  of  Ibdrid,  That  print  Is 
under  the  absolute  control  of  the  Oourt  The 
'translation  of  the  address  has  no  donbt  be^ 
prepared  for  that  paper  in  order  to  produce  an 
effect  in  Spain.  I  happen  to  know  the  fidelity 
of  the  translations  made  for  that  paper.  The 
expessions  which  are  thought  to  be  of  a  fiivor- 
able  kind  for  the  Government,  are  made  as 
strong  as  possible.  Mr.  F.  here  referred  to  a 
Message  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress,  which  he  said  was  translated 
so  fSilsely,  that  he  wss  very  sure,  could  the  Presi- 
dent have  read  it  in  the  Madrid  Gazette,  ho 
would  not  have  known  his  own  language.  I 
had  some  idea  of  complaining  of  this,  said  Mr. 
F.— (he  .was  at  the  time  our  Uinister  to  Spain) 
— but  I  knew  it  would  do  no  good.  Everr  paper 
fur  the  Madrid  Gazette  is  prepared  under 
eye  of  the  Government,  witu  a  view  to  prodoo- 
ing  an  effect. 

Mr.  IsACKB  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsttb. 

Mr.  Webster  said  this  was  a  small  business. 
If  any  call  of  this  kind  was  to  be  made  at  all,  he 
was  in  favor  of  going  for  the  whole.  The  gen- 
tieman  fh>m  Geoigia  says  that  speeches  are 
made  on  presenting  oredentials  at  a  foreign 
court,  and  on  taking  leave.  These  are  oompu- 
mentary,  of  course;  they  are  considered  as 
hardly  official,  and  he  believed  were  viewed  as 
but  of  little  importance  at  any  time.  In  the 
same  way,  addresses  of  congratulation  and  of 
condolence  were  made,  but  they  were  mere 
matters  of  oompliment.  As,  therefore,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  bearing,  in  the  papers  asked  tot 
by  till'  resolution,  on  any  subject  likely  to  come 
before  the  Hoose^  though  the  task  of  opposing 
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the  oall  mightbe  some  what  tDTidions^e  thoa^t 
the  resolntioa  oa^t  not  to  pass.  Whj  waa 
this  call  to  go  back  no  farther  than  1818 1  Why 
not  sweep  the  forrign  offioea  dean  at  onoet 
"Whj  do  we  want  the  addresses  at  taking  leave  ? 
H  the  resolotioD  most  go  to  the  Prendent,  let  it 
at  least  cro  in  its  ori^nal  form,  oaUiog  only  for 
tiioae  ddfiwed  on  presentaUon.  He  thought 
the  ioqidry  not  wortn  pnrsaiDg,  and,  nnder  tibat 
impressioD,  would  move  to  lay  the  resolntdon  on 
the  table. 

The  qnestioQ  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Jtr. 
Websteb  prevailed — ayes  76,  noes  57. 

So  the  resolntaon  was  ordered  to  lie  <hi  tiie 
table. 

JfiMtm  to  J^tnama, 

The  Hoose  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  ItEr.  Ststbnbon,  of  Vs.,  in  the  chair,  on 
the  report  of  the  oommittee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  President  in  relation 
to  the  Mission  to  Panama;  whioh  report  oon- 
clndes  with  the  following  reaolation : 

**  Jimlv«dy  That,  Id  the  oidnioo  of  the  House,  it 
lB%xpedieQt  to  appropriate  tfae  fimds  necessary  to 
raable  the  Preddmt  of  the  United  Sutee  to  send 
IGiiiaters  to  the  Congress  of  Panama." 

Mr,  MoLaite,  of  DeL,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment,  which  he  pre&ced  by  remarking  that  he 
preferred  defernQg  the  delivering  of  his  views 
in  support  of  the  amendment  to  another  time. 
He  dtd  not  it  with  any  view  of  embarrass- 
ing the  general  anbjeot,  bat  from  a  sense  of  the 
dnty  he  owed  to  himse^  and  to  those  who  sent 
him  here.  He  wished  that,  before  he  was  call- 
ed to  express  his  sentiments,  the  oommittee 
wonld  80  &r  indolge  him  as  to  allow  the  amend- 
ment to  be  printed:  and,  in  the  meanwhile^ 
voold  rise  for  that  pnrposft. 

The  amendmoit  propoaed  Ur.  McLm,  is 
■a  foUows: 

"It  being  nnderstood  as  •the  opiidon  of  this 
House,  that,  as  it  has  always  been  the  settled  pt^oy 
of  this  Oovemment,  in  extesdlag  onr  commerciid 
relations  with  fordgn  nations,  tooave  with  them  as 
little  political  connection  as  posrible ;  to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendablp,  wiu  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entangling  alliances  with  none;  the 
Ministers  who  may  be  sent  shall  attend  at  the  soicl 
Congress  in  a  diplomatic  character  merely ;  and 
ought  not  to  be  authorized  to  discuss,  con^der,  or 
oonsnit,  upon  any  proposition  of  alliance,  offenrive 
or  defensive,  between  this  country  and  any  of  the 
Booth  American  Governments,  or  any  stipulation, 
compact,  or  declaration,  bin^g  the  United  States 
in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  re^  interference 
from  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
aforesaid  <}ovemments,  or  any  measure  which  shall 
commit  the  present  or  future  neutral  rights  or  da- 
ties  of  these  United  States,  either  as  may  regard 
European  nations,  or  between  the  several  States  of 
Mexico  and  South  America." 

Mr.  Obownikshiild  expressed  bis  assent  to 
this  arrangement,  though  oppoeed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  said  he  was  very  detirooa  of 
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coming  to  some  nnderstanding  wttb  the  gentle- 
man  who  had  moved  tliis  amendment,  so  that 
he  might,  witbont  embarrassing  it,  present,  at 
tbe  same  time,  to  the  oommittee,  anotlier 
amoidnrail  whioh  be  had  prepared,  and  whitih 
bettor  met  his  views ;  bat  he  was  very  loth  to 
offer  it  as  ao  amendment  to  tbe  gratlnnan*8 
amendment,  yet  did  not  know  how  dae  to  get 
it  before  the  comnuttee  ooosiBteadf  "with 
roles  of  the  House. 

The  Oludnnan  decided  that  it  ooold  not  ooma 
before  the  oommittee  in  any  otl>er  form. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  then  read  bis  resolntion  as  fol- 
lows, and  gave  notice  that,  in  oase  that  of  Mr. 
MoLuni  anoold  nut  prevail  he  wonld  o^r  his. 

"  That,  bk  tbe  opinion  of  the  Hooae,  it  Is  expedi- 
ent to  make  an  api«o|wlatlon,  to  enable  tbe  Fieri- 
dent  to  send  Hintoters  to  be  present  at,  bat  not  to 
become  members  oi^  the  Congress  of  the  American 
States  at  Panama ;  It  being  distinctly  understood 
that  the  said  Ministers  are  to  be  authorised  merely 
to  express  to  that  Congress  the  deep  intorest  <» 
this  country  in  tbe  security  and  prosperity  of  the 
other  American  States;  to  eziwn,  if  requested, 
the  {windples  which  govern  the  United  States  in 
their  p<^tioal  and  commerdal  intercourse  with  aU 
foreign  nations ;  to  receive  and  to  remit  to  thdr 
:  own  Government  any  propositioa  that  tbe  whole  or 
any  one  of  tbe  powers  represented  in  Congress  may 
think  proper  to  offer  for  the  conrideration  of  the 
GovemmeuLof  the  United  SUtes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLanb,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  ordered  both  the 
olations  for  amendment  to  be  printed. 

PmitMtiaiy/orlH^riet  of  CSv^umMn. 

Tbe  Honse  th^  on  motion  of  Mr,  Thoiooi^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  took  np,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a 
Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Oolambia.  An 
amendment  was  proposed  to  the  bill  by  Mr. 
Thomson,  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the  orifpoal 
bill,  and  insert  a  new  one.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and,  after  some  conversation,  tbe  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Honse,  and  ordered  to  be 
enarossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-nunrow. 

llie  UU  from  l^ie  Senate,  for  ftarther  relat- 
ing Hie  aooonntabiUty  of  public  oflloera,  next 
underwent  some  ^seusribn  in  Oommittee  <^ 
the  Whole,  where  it  was  supported  by  Messrs, 
Hamltoh  and  TATmrAZj..  It  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Out,  on  the  gronnd  of  its  going  to  enlarge 
the  patronage  of  the  Executive,  and  increase^ 
instead  of  economize,  the  public  expenditar& 
He  &iled,  however,  in  snooessive  motions,  to 
amend  tiie  bill,  and  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordiwed  to  be  read  %  tildrd  time 
to-morrow. 

Tbe  Qouie  aiQonmed.  ' 


TuKSDAT,  April  4. 
Tbe  resolution  offered  some  days  rince  by 
Mr.  Mbboxb,  calling  for  information  In  relatita 
to  the  cargoes  of  the  slave  ships  OonstitotioD, 
Louisa,  and  Marina  the  dtsoosdon  of  which 
was  arrested yesterdiv     tin ^x^aaa^^*^ 
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eooBt  of  the  time  tor  the  ocmnderatacm  ct  reao- 
htttoDflhrnTing  expired,  came  npM  the  anfipiahed 

On  this  TOBolation  the  debate  was  £uiher  oon- 
tzDoed  by  Meaara.  Heboib,  Whits,  and  Fobstth. 
Hr.  Whttb  offered  a  slight  amendiuent,  whioh 
was  accepted  hj  Mr.  Mkbger  as  a  inodi]ScaUoii 
<rf  his  motion ;  and,  after  some  explanationa  b/ 
Hr.  FoBSTTH,  and  olwervatioDS  in  complete  ex- 
enlpatkm  at  the  eharaoter  of  Jndge  Tata,  the 
ooestion  was  taken  on  the  reeolatioD,  as  modi- 
fied, in  the  following  form: 

Btaohtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
dbccted  to  communicate  to  thla  Honae,  snch  por- 
tton  of  the  proeee^ngs  of  the  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Ooort  of  West  Florida,  aetiDg  as  CommiadoDer  un> 
der  the  ninth  ardole  of  iha  treaty  of  2Sd  Febraary, 
1819,  aa  relates  to  the  rights  of  eertdn  persona 
therein  umed  to  the  cargoea  of  the  alave  Tess^ 
Ouutitatioii,  Louisa,  and  Uarino;  and  that  he 
ibo  commnnicate  the  amount  of  the  several  soma 
nt  money,  if  any,  paid  to  Ae  said  cUinuuita  re- 
eqr ;  the  datea  of  the  payment,  and  the  an* 
onder  wbldi  they  have  been  made. 

Thoa  modified,  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Ifr,  Dratton  moTod  the  following : 

Rttfivtd,  Tlut  the  coostitntion  be  bo  amended, 
Aat,  If  no  candidate  for  the  PrertdeQcy  of  the 
United  Statea  diall  reo^ve  a  m^ority  of  the  whole 
number  of  rotes  in  the  primary  colleges  of  electora, 
that  Uie  candidate  luTing  the  two  highest  oumbers 
on  the  list,  shall  agun  be  voted  for  in  the  same 
manner  u  at  the  first  ballot ;  the  votes  at  the 
•acond  baQot  to  be  counted  States ;  and  that 
the  election  for  the  Vice  Freridency  of  the  United 
Statea  shall,  under  the  same  oiicnmstances,  mutatis 
mutandis,  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  and 
be  regoUted  by  the  same  prindples. 

Raolved,  Ttut  no  one  who  was  an  elector  of  the 
n«ddent  and  Vice  President  in  the  {wimary  col- 
leges, sliall  be  eligible  as  an  elector  at  the  second 
dectton. 

These  reeolatlons  were  referred  to  the  Select 
Oommtttee  of  twenty-four,  on  the  general  sab- 
ject. 

Hie  following  joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate was  twice  rrad,  and,  cm  motion  of  Ibr.  Ooox, 
of  HHiu^  was  referred  to  tlte  Oommittee  of  the 
Vhole  OD  the  state  of  the  Union — Ayes  62, 

"Beai^Kd,  b^iha  Stmatt  Old  Boim  <if  R^prmnta- 
Uta  of  the  Untied  StaUt  of  America  in  CoHoreat  aa- 
tmbUd,  twththirdt  of  both  Sotuet  eoneumng,  that 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Iiegislaturea  of 
the  several  States;  and  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
Lwislatoree  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
WM,  toaQintentaandpnrpoBes,  as  part  ofthesidd 
eoBStitatfoa." 

"No  person  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  the 
flOoe  of  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States  a  second 
tine,  shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Jfiasidn  to  Panama, 
The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Stbtshbon,  of  Yi^nia,  in  the 
fibair,  on  the  ngort  ai  the  Ommnittee  of  F<av 
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<dgn  Belations  on  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  proposing  to  send  Ifinis- 
ters  to  Panama;  wUon  report  condades  with  a 
reeommendatioD  <rf  the  fidunringruolTe^  vis : 

"  Seaolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoose,  ft  Is 
expedient  to  appropriate  the  fimds  necessary  to 
enable  the  Prudent  of  the  United  States  to  send 
Ministers  to  the  Congress  of  Panama**— 

And  the  amendment  offered  hy  Mr,  MdLaa^ 
of  Delaware,  yesterday,  being  under  oonsidfirar 
tion,  in  the  followiiig  words : 

"It  being  understood,  as  the  o|^on  of  this 
Hoose,  tliat,  aa  it  has  always  been  the  settled  policy 
of  this  Government,  In  extending  our  commerciu 
relations  witii  foreign  nations,  to  nave  with  tiicm  as 
littie  poUtical  connection  aa  posdble ;  to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendship,  with  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entangling  aUlancSi  with  none;  the 
IfiniBters  who  may  be  sent  shafl  attend  at  the  s^d 
Congress  in  a  diplomatic  character  merely;  and 
ought  not  to  be  authorized  to  discuss,  consider,  or 
cooanlt  npon  any  proposition  of  alliance,  offensive 
or  defonsive,  between  this  country  and  any  of  the 
Bonth  American  Governments ;  or  any  stipulation, 
compact,  or  deohmtion,  binding  the  United  Statea 
in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  reaist  interference 
from  abrMd,  with  the  domestic  coucems  of  the 
aforesaid  Governments;  or  any  measure  which 
diall  commit  the  present  or  fhture  neutral  rights  or 
duties  of  these  United  States,  ^ther  as  may  regard 
European  nations  or  between  the  several  Statea  of 
Uexico  and  South  America." 

Mr.  MoLabs,  preenraing  that  the  amendment 
he  had  offered  yesterday  was  still  within  his 
control,  desired  to  modify  it,  1^  adding  to  it 
the  following : 

"  Xeavink  tiie  United  Statea  free  to  adopt,  in  aay 
event  wfahm  may  hqmen,  affecting  the  Tektiona  w 
the  Sonth  Ammcan  Qovemmenta  with  each  othn, 
or  with  fordffn  nations,  such  meaanres  aa  the 
friendly  disposition  cherished  by  the  American  ■path 
pie,  towards  the  people  of  those  States,  and  the 
honor  and  interests  of  tills  nation,  may  dictate." 

In  sabmittang  this  resolntion,  Hr.  MoLun 
said  he  had  been  aotoated  by  a  sense  of  the  dn^ 
be  owed  to  himself  and  to  those  who  had  h(to- 
ored  him  with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  He  had  en- 
deavored, in  wording  the  resolution,  to  ent- 
brace  all  those  principles  which  had  character- 
ized the  policy  of  the  United  States  from  onr 
earliest  history ;  and  his  great  oUeot  In  offering 
It,  was  to  preserve  that  imioy  nnuupaired.  He 
had  founded  the  resolntion  on  principle  wholly. 
He  was  in^^rent  what  was  the  phraseoloK^ 
employed,  and  was  ready  to  submit  to  any  mod- 
ifioation  which  might  be  proi>08ed,  provided  it 
did  not  impair  the  force  and  virtne  m  the  reso- 
lntion in  the  presemtion  of  the  prindpUs  it 
oontuned. 

The  measure  to  which  it  related,  was  one  of 
great  importanoe,  and  was  wboUy  novel  and 
unprecedented.  The  manner  ia  which  it  had 
been  at  first  presented,  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  since  conducted,  and  in  which  this 
Hoose  had  now  been  called  to  deliberate  upon 
It,  all  went  to  ab0W  that  it  was  norel  in  its 
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character.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  to 
nay  that  it  was  therefore  Improper  or  inexpedi- 
ent; bnt  it  was  oertaioly  novel,  and  it  was 
therefore  tiie  do^  of  the  Hoose  to  ponder  it' 
welL  He  oonsidered  it  as  a  saltject  on  which 
the  House  could  not  be  left  too  free  in  its  delib- 
eradoQS ;  no  extntneoDs  inflaenoe  of  any  kind 
ought  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  its  dlscnsaion. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  soarce  ftom  whence 
it  proceeded  ought  to  have  the  smallest  influ- 
ence; with  him  it  had  none;  it  neither 
weakened  the  force  of  the  oondderatlons  in- 
volved in  the  measare  itself,  nor  did  it  in  the 
least  strengthen  them.  He  professed  to  feel, 
and  he  did  feet,  all  proper  reject  to  the  flinc- 
tionaries  of  the  Qovemment~4ll  that  it  became 
bim  to  feel  as  a  member  of  this  Hoose :  be  did 
not  profess  more,  nor  did  he  feel  an/  more.  He 
thoi^bt  it  very  ii^ndtoioos  to  oonaeot  with  tiiis 
deliberation  any  inflaenoe  of  an  ezMnno  kind. 
Every  nropoeed  measare  of  the  GovemmeDt 
shoold  be  left  to  stand  on  its  own  bada.  If  the 
present  measare  was  to  be  oonsidered  on  aoooont 
nf  the  Boarce  from  which  it  proceeded,  that 
■oorce  shontd  have  had  the  whole  responsibiH^. 
But  when  the  Exeontive  throws  it  and  sab- 
mits  the  measure  to  this  House,  it  comes  here 
free  from  all  connection  with  that  ioflnenoe. 
The  members  of  the  Hoose  are  called  to  deliber- 
ate on  it,  on  their  own  responsibility.  The  coo- 
stitutioaal  responsibility  pertains  alone  to  the 
Executive  Department  None  other  has  to  do 
with  it  as  a  pablio  measure.  If  it  had  origi- 
nated in  the  Exeontive  DepartmeBt,  and  been 
canied  on  by  it  alone,  whatever  oonsequences 
of  good  or  evil  might  flow  from  it,  the  entire 
amount  of  responsibility  would  devolve  on  the 
Executive  alone.  I^  in  this  case,  tbe  Executive 
had  assumed  this  legitimate  and  constitution^ 
responsibility — ^if  the  President,  after  the  Senate 
had  approved  of  this  mission,  had  come  to  this 
House  and  asked  simply  for  an  appropriation, 
Ur.  HoL.  would  have  been  willing  to  grant  it 
with  fewer  scruples  than  he  now  felt ;  beoaose, 
then  the  President  would  hare  had  the  whole 
responsibility.  But  the  Ezeoutive  bad,  he 
would  not  say  shunned  the  responsibility,  bat 
had  not  assumed  the  whole  oonstitutiond  re- 
sponsibility which  belonged  to  bim.  He  does 
in  substance  st^,  that  althoa^  in  his  judgment, 
it  was  proper  that  Minigters  should  be  sent  and 
should  attend  this  Oongresa,  yet  be  will  not 
send  them  unless  this  House  expresses  Its  appro- 
bation of  the  measure,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
share  the  responnbility,  and  shall  ssy  itis  right 
that  it  should  be  done.  By  choosing  this  course, 
the  President  submits  the  measare  to  the  free 
determiuatioD  of  Oongrees.  He  says  he  cannot 
send  these  IGnisters  without  our  approbation, 
and  he  ttierefore  submits  the  plan  to  our  free 
deUbrntioQ.  I  say  I  do  not  censure  this  coarse, 
•ad  I  am  very  rinoere  in  so  saying;  there  is 
much  in  the  novelty  and  peculiar  character  of 
tUs  measot^  vUeh  mqr  make  it  pradent  in  the 
Exeontive  to  ohoose  audi  a  coarse ;  bnt^  when 
lav  this,  it  faneTtrtlMleH  bnfl^  that  the  meaa- 
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are  is  submitted  to  us,  and  that  we  mast  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  it.  We  cannot  reoom- 
meod  the  measure  without  being  a  party  to  it. 
The  Preddent  asks  us  not  only  for  money,  but 
far  oar  o^nion  abo.  If  he  had  asked  for  money 
only,  I  would  ^ve  it  with  leaa  hedtation,  but 
he  asks  the  House  to  decide  oa  the  pn^rie^  of 
the  measure.  His  request  is  salmuttea  to  At 
Committee  of  Fordgn  Affiurs,  who,  after  fldl 
investigation,  recommend  a  remotitni,  aq>re» 
log  the  opinion  of  this  Hooee  fn  fkvor  of  die 
expediency  of  the  mission. 

If  I  have  not  entirely  mistaken  this  Bul{jeot, 
I  think  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  this  House 
is  called  upon  to  express  an  ojnnion  upon  some 
of  the  topics  connected  with  this  mission.  It 
is  due  to  ourselves ;  it  is  due  to  the  Preddent; 
it  is  due  to  the  country,  that  we  should  exprMS 
an  <H>inioQ.  Thinga  which  are  now  floating  In 
the  imag^natitMis  of  gentlemen;  which  aerfv 
to  beget  varioas  political  apeoolaUoDs ;  to  mil- 
leadonrfanotioiianMalHtMd:  to  deoOTate  thdr 
ailments,  or  make  a  fignre  in  their  diplomado 
commonioations,  are  Hkdy  soon  to  become  do 
nosnbstantial  pageant  It  is  time  tfa^  woe 
brooght  to  some  definite  form — that  they  were 
brought  down  to  our  Judgments;  that  we  nu^ 
see  what  they  are,  and  deal  with  them  as  they 
deserve.  Ever  since  the  memorable  Message  (n* 
the  lato  President  Monroe,  we  have  seen  the 
misconstructions  to  whidi  certmn  parts  of  that 
Message  have  been  exposed ;  we  have  seen,  too^ 
the  consequences  to  which  tiiey  hare  led. 
Those  expressions  have  been  adzed  npon  and 
cherished  by  our  public  ftmetionariee;  and  now 
we  assail  them  for  proceeding  on  the  ground  of 
that  language,  though  we  have  done  nothiog 
to  disavow  it  If  we  disapproved  the  sootl- 
ment,  or  did  oot  intend  to  adopt  it,  we  ought  to 
have  acted  before.  We  ought  to  have  sud  so 
when  the  Message  was  delivered. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to 
the  explanation  which  is  given  in  conversation, 
and  in  the  language  of  debate,  in  another  qoarttf , 
reepectang  this  Message.  It  will  not  do  to  treat 
it  08  a  pledge  from  ourselves  to  ourselves,  or  as 
designed  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opin- 
ion of  this  nation  into  the  cause  of  these  uoT^ 
emments.  Nor  can  it  be  ocHU^ered  as  having 
performed  its  <^ee,  beoanae  fordgn  inteiftr- 
enoe  baa  not  hitherto  been  made.  Its  efBoaoy  ii 
to  be  tested  when  tiie  danger  comes ;  and  if  U 
^ve  aoreal,  then  it  will  be  any  thing  but  monl 
What,  then,  does  its  language  mean  ?  What  does 
itgiveoutf  Is  ita  deciaraUon  tn£0nvr«fft(Hi^ 
— to  be  good  if  others  are  alarmed  at  its  soaad, 
and  good  for  nothing  if  they  have  the  temerity 
to  disregard  it  ?  Is  it  simply  a  v^riog  t  Of 
does  it  contain  substance  f  We  say  we  will  not 
look  with  indiflbrenoe  on  oertaln  attempts  of  tbe 
powers  of  Europe  in  respect  to  South  Amerioe. 
The  substance  of  this  declaration  evidently  is,  that 
wearepreparedtoresistany snchattempt  Th" 
is  either  the  bedding  oot  a  threat  with  tbe  hope 
that  that  thnat  would  be  nfltdeDt,  or  it  mesas 
that  we  Intend  to  eieoatedwthmit,iiluaw 
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teefi[v«ZMirtingitdiaUaniTa.  bthlswhatb 
MMUtt  IfitlBnot,thethr«at^oaldnotbeiiude; 
or  if  made,  dionld  not  be  reocwnized.  Snp- 
{KMiig  the  crius  should  arriTe,  and  this  deolara- 
tion  sltonld  be  understood  as  meaning  reeist- 
auoe:  What  can  we  answer?  Oan  we  tell 
tbeae  powera,  that  we  meant  only  to  take  a 
moral  attitode  t  That  the  expreasira  of  the 
Preadwt  waa  merely  a  declan^on  of  onr  ^ 
•tract  opinions?  That  it  was  made  without 
anj  intention  ever  to  carry  it  into  effect  I  Bar, 
I  am  unwilling  to  place  myaelf  or  my  country 
in  that  atthode. 

Bat  th«  qpeidw  now  aastnnM  a  graver 
oharaotar.  The  redstanoe  implied  in  that 
threat,  ia  now  to  he  a  matter  of  fbrmal  and 
wbUIo  diaoonon.  It  is  to  be  tlisowsed  at 
Panama.  And  we  are  called  on  to  fdn  an 
(^inicm  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  disonss- 
iag  it  there.  Here  is  where  the  Ba^jeet  presses 
on  me.  If  we  were  left  afloat,  it  would  be 
another  thinjg :  but  we  are  called  to  act  We 
cannot  avoid  it  if  we  would.  Ooold  this 
Honae,  or  would  it,  avoid  expreasing  an  opinion 
upon  this  topic,  if  it  were  now  sabmitted  for 
oar  legislative  aetion— if  we  were  called  on  to 
enaUe  the  Executive  to  carry  it  into  effect? 
Oortainly  it  ooold  not  It  is  true  the  midfeet  ^ 
not  now  broo^t  Asrs  tor  a  deoirion;  but  it  is 
carried  to  J^maoM,  and  we  are  to  send  Unls- 
tara  there  for  the  eq>reeB  purpose  of  ^WDBedng, 
atran^Dg,  and  reducing  it  to  some  deflate 
•tipnlatioa.  It  becomes  the  doty  of  the  House 
to  consider  well  sudi  a  posture  of  thiogs  t 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  Oongreas  at  Panama, 
the  view  J  propose  at  presMit  to  take  of  the 
gooeral  subject  in  explanation  of  my  amend- 
UMot,  relieves  me  from  the  necessity  of  any 
very  minute  consideration  of  it,  and  I  have  do 
dadre  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  nnneoee- 
sary  remai^   I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
(and  I  am  nnoere  in  Uie  dedanitto%)  that  I  do 
not  coooor  with  the  Oonunittee  <tf  IwcdgnBe- 
lations  in  thflir  view  of  this  Ooamu,  i  do 
uo^  mean  as  to  what  is  to  be  dime  wm  by  our 
IGnistera,  but  as  to  the  intenflcns  <tf  the  par* 
tisi  themselves  in  this  Oongress.   I  have  no 
idea  that  it  is  to  be  a  mere  diplomatio  meeting 
«  regards  the  South  Am«1oaa  States.   I  think 
that  the  deliberations  there  are  intended  to  be 
binding  on  the  parties,  without  any  revirion  ot 
its  decisions,  by  their  req>e(itive  Governments. 
I  aak.  how  did  that  Oongress  at  first  orij^nate  ? 
The  South  American  States  agreed  upon  it  by 
treaties  between  each  other^t  is  in  those 
treaties  that  the  powers  of  this  Oongress  are  to 
be  foond—and  when  we  oonsnlt  ^e  treaties, 
we  find  that  the  Congress  is  the  result  ^  a 
**eompa0t  d  union,  league,  and  o(aifederation ; 
it  is  to  be  diaiged  with  oeomiting,  in  1^  most 
■olid  and  stable  manner,  the  intimate  relations 
which  oofi^t  to  exist  Wween  all  and  evoy 
coeof  the  oontraoting  parties;  it  is  to  serve  as 
a  eooncil  in  the  grMt  ooofliota,  as  a  rallying 
ptbt  in  the  common  dangers,  as  a 
tapnter  of  tbeir  pnUio  treatiea  inun  diffl- 
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oolties  occur,  and  as  an  umpire  and  conciliator 
in  their  disputes  and  differences.  All  these 
olt}eots  are  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Otmgrm^ 
not  by  the  partiet  creating  it,  and  it  must  ae- 
oeeaarily  have  the  power  of  giving  effect  to  its 
own  de(nsions.  Each  party  to  the  Congress 
must  be  bound  by  its  acta,  as  they  wonid  be 
boond  by  a  treaty ;  for  it  is  by  trea^  stipola- 
tion  they  have  conferred  its  powers.  The  very 
reservations  in  tiie  treaties  with  respect  to  this 
Congress,  is  conolasiTe  proof  of  the  view  I 
have  advanced.  That  reservation  extends  only 
to  Uieir  national  sovereignty  over  thdr  munioi- 
pal  afiaira,  and  to  titeir  relations  with  foreign 
nations,  notparties  to  the  Coulbderation,  or 
Oongren.  The  ezerdse  of  these  is  not  to  be 
interrupted  "bj  the  Oongress ;  but  with  this  ex- 
ception, there  is  no  limitation  upon  its  powers ; 
as  to  all  other  matters,  its  acts  must  be  recog- 
nized as  binding;  and  suppose  our  Miniaters 
should  conolnde  a  treaty  with  any  ot  the  Soath 
American  States  at  this  Congress,  and  any  difiS- 
culty  should  afterwards  arise  as  to  its  interpre- 
tation, who  are  to  be  .the  arbiters  of  tlte  dliH 
pute  ?   The  Oongress  at  Panama. 

None  will  deny  that  the  settied  policy  of  this 
country  has  been  not  ooij  pacific  and  nentral, 
but  has  been  to  croid,  as  ftr  as  posmble,  all  par- 
tidpation  in  the  ocmoerns  of  other  powers,  aU 
p<ditieal  oonneotions  and  entan^ing  alliance^ 
and  assoidatioos  not  necessary  for  CMnmerdu 
pnrposes.  It  is  for  the  interest  and  happiness 
of  the  people  that  snob  a  policy  shonld  prevf^ 
and  it  is  the  daty  of  the  Ootemment  to  make  it 
prevuL  It  is  the  duty  of  a  wise  Government 
to  consult  the  tme  and  permanent  interest  of 
the  nation  over  which  it  is  the  goardian :  it 
pertains  to  such  a  Government  not  to  act  nader, 
but  tu  repress  all  public  excitement  of  this  kind, 
thou(^  it  be  in  the  main  the  excess  of  a  good 
feeling.  Pablio  sympathy  may  be  often  aroused, 
and  the  people  imder  auch  «Ecitem«it  will  ea* 
garlye^MKue  the  (Ansa  of  a  BofiMng  nation.  In 
suoh  a  orii^B,  it  beeomes  the  Government  to 
keep  a  steady  course  of  policy,  and  avoid  the 
sorvonnding  danger.  Themoment  it  oasts  loose 
firom  those  moorings  of  fixed  and  steady  prin- 
ciple, we  are  aU  afloat  and  liable  to  be  drawn 
about  by  evwy  gust  of  popular  excitement.  The 
neutrally  of  1798  was  proclaimed  by  "the 
Father  of  his  Country"  npon  this  principle :  it 
was  an  act  of  the  cool  but  firm  moderation  of 
ttie  Octernmtnt  operating  on  the  people  ;  it  was 
the  basia  oi  this  nentral  policy,  and  was  the 
preservation  of  the  conn  try.  The  American 
people  was  in&iitely  more  excited  in  behalf  of 
the  French  Bevolntion  than  it  is  now  in  the 
cause  <tf  these  South  American  States;  and  was 
snoh  ai  wflokl  have  carried  the  naticn  into  a 
war,  bnt  for  the  wisdom  and  ooolness  of  the 
Government  Tha  same  was  the  case  with  re- 
speot  to  the  Greek  stmgg^  It  was  hailed  with 
acclamation  in  every  part  of  this  country,  but 
tJie  Government  moved  steadily  on  and  kept 
down  the  exoess  of  feeling.  The  same  was  the 
ease  wiUt  legwd  to  the  Bratb  Anurioan  States. 
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Tfaifl  wag  another  case  in  which  the  moderation 
ot  the  Goremment  coonteraoted  and  oontroUed 
the  pablio  exdtement.  Gentlemen  all  TeooUeot 

how  Blow  we  were,  how  caatiioas  and  deliberate 
in  acknowledging  their  indopendenoe.  l^isoare 
and  caatiOQ  was  the  act  of  theGoTenimeut,  and 
was  considered  some  as  very  oeDSorable.  Bat, 
in  m7  jadgment,  it  was  wise-and  salatary.  Bo 
in  tlie  present  case,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gorem- 
ment— it  is  the  duty  of  tliis  House  to  interpose, 
and  to  prevent  our  Iwing  hurried  into  measures 
incompatible  with  oar  fnndamental  policy.  If 
neutruity  is  oar  settled  polior,  they  ^onld  have 
reasons  of  the  strongest  and  most  satisfactory 
kind}  who  desire  to  change  it ;  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  say,  all  that  partof  the  Message  which 
relates  to  this  sahjeot  is  miaattsfactory  to  me,  I 
cannot  assent  to  its  reasoniiw.  It  takes  this 
Talediotory  address  of  the  Father  at  bis  OoontiT 
aa  the  fonndatdon  of  onr  nentral  poli*^.  But  n 
was  not  so.  That  policy  was  commensnrate 
with  the  very  existence  of  the  Goremment,  or, 
if  not  with  its  existence,  it  orig^ted  at  least  as 
early  as  *98.  That  valedictory  address  did  not 
create  the  policy.  The  policy  existed  already. 
It  was  laid  in  the  fonndataons  of  the  Gk>rem- 
ment.  The  address  only  advised  the  country  to 
continue  to  adhere  to  it.  The  otriect  of  the  ad- 
dress, I  repeat  it,  was  not  to  originate  bat  to 
continue  tlus  poUcy,  I  think  Its  spu4t  has 
equally  been  mistakoL  If  I  hare  not  greatly 
misunderstood  its  Import,  it  had  no  relation  to 
any  partioalar  people  or  putionlar  time,  but 
embraced  all  time  and  all  peqile.  The  great 
oltject  it  had  in  view  was  to  keep  as  ont  of  the 
goarrets  of  all  other  nattoru;  to  disconnect  as 
from  their  disputes  and  broils,  whoever  and 
wherever  they  might  be.  Its  operation  wonld 
be  to  leave  the  country  antrammeUed,  and  to 
preserve  to  it  the  right  of  free  deliberation  when 
any  crisis  should  arise  which  ciJled  upon  it  to 
act.  There  may  have  existed  additional  and 
peculiar  motives  to  reocmmiend  this  policy  at 
that  partionlar  time^  and  in  regard  to  Earopean 
nations. 

Mr.  WiBsnB  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 

at  present  to  do  more  than  to  state,  in  very 
few  words,  what  he  thought  of  this  amendment. 
"When  it  was  mored  by  the  honorable  member, 
looking  at  it  as  the  effort  to  better  a  meaenre 
which  the  honorable  member  meant  to  support, 
and  not  as  a  mere  operative  in  debate,  he  had 
felt  a  rery  sincere  disposition  to  agree  to  it  for 
one.  Bat  it  appeared  to  him  impossible  to  do 
so,  without  departiog  from  principle,  as  well  as 
precedent.  It  would  be,  as  he  tiiooght,  to  gire 
instructions,  by  this  House,  to  a  foreign  Minister. 
Disguise  it  as  we  nught^  the  sabstanoe  was, "  we 
will  agree  that  the  Mtnmter  shall  go,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  draw  his  instovctiMU."  Hewoidd 
ask  two  questions :  First  Does  not  the  consti- 
tution rest  the  Ezecatire  power  in  the  Presi- 
dent? Second.  Isnotthe^ringof  instmotions 
to  Ministers  abroad,  an  exerci^  of  Executive 
power  I  Why  should  we  take  this  responubiUty 
upon  ourselves !  He  denied  that  the  President 


[Apbii^  1826, 

had  devolved,  w  ooold  derolve,  his  own  oonsti- 
tntional  reqpondbllity,  or  any  part  of  it,  oa  this 
Honse.  Hie  Fnrident  had  sent  the  snbjoct  to 
ttie  Honae  for  its  conenrrenoe,  by  voting  the 
neoessaiy  impropriation.     Beyond  this,  the 
Honse  was  not  called  on  to  act.    We  might 
refose  the  appropriation,  if  we  saw  fit.  We 
had  the  power  to  do  so :  bnt  we  had  not,  as  he 
thonght,  power  to  make  our  rote  conditional, 
and  to  attach  instmotions  to  it.    There  was  a 
way,  indeed,  in  which  this  House  might  express, 
and  often  ought  to  express  its  opinion,  in  regard 
to  our  foreign  politics.   That  is,  by  resolution. 
He  agreed,  entirely,  with  the  gentleman,  that, 
if  the  Hooae  were  of  opinion  that  a  wrong 
course  was  ^roi  to  our  foreign  relations, 
it  on^t  to  say  so,  and  to  say  so  by  some  meas- 
nxe  that  shonld  sflfeot  the  whole,  and  not  a 
part  <k  our  diplomatic  Interoonrse.   It  ought  to 
control  all  misuons,  and  not  one  only.  ITiere 
was  no  reason  why  the  Ministers  at  Panama 
should  act  under  these  restrictions,  which  did 
not  equally  apply  to  other  diplomatic  agents : 
for  example,  to  our  Ministers  at  Oolombia, 
Mexico,  or  the  other  new  States.    A  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Honse,  would, 
on  the  contrary.  lead  to  instraotioos  to  be 
given  to  them  idi — a  resolution,  therefore^  was 
the  r^ular  mode  of  proceeding.   We  saw,  for 
instanoe)  in  looking  at  tiieee  doeaments,  that 
onr  GoTwmnent  has  declared  to  some  of  the 
Govemmenta  aX  Enrope — perhaps  it  has  de- 
clared to  all  the  i^indpal  powers — that  we 
could  not  ooDsent  to  the  transfer  of  Ouba  to 
any  European  power.   No  doubt  the  Executive 
Government  can  maintain  that  ground  only  so 
long  as  it  receives  the  approbation  and  support 
of  Oongress.   If  OongrMs  be  of  opinion  that 
this  course  of  policy  is  wrong,  then  he  agreed 
it  was  hi  the  power,  and  he  thought,  indeed, 
the  duty  of  Oongress  to  interfere,  and  to  express 
its  dissenjt.  If  the  amendment  now  otfered 
preridled,  the  dedantiona,  so  distinctly  made 
on  this  pMn^  could  not  be  rweotod,  under  any 
oiroumstanoes,  at  Panama.  Bnt  they  migh^ 
nererthetesB,  be  repeated  anywhere,  and  every- 
where else.  Tfaerefi^  if  we  dissent  from  thii 
oididon,  that  Assent  should  be  declared  by  reso- . 
Intion;  and  that  wonld  change  the  whole  course 
of  our  diplomatic  correspondence  on  that  subject, 
in  all  places.   If  any  gentleman  thinks,  there- 
fore^ (and  such  opinions  have  been  expressed,) 
that  we  ought  to  take  no  measure,  under  any 
cironniatances,  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  Cuba 
into  the  hands  of  any  Government,  European  or 
American,  let  him  bring  forward  hts  resolnticm 
to  that  effect  If  it  shall  pass,  it  will  effectuaUy 
prevent  the  repetition  of  such  dedarations  as 
have  heeit  made.  Mr.  W.  s^d  he  would  not 
continue  hts  obaerratiims,  holding  the  floor,  at 
preemt,  only  throng  the  courtesy  oi  the  honor* 
able  member  near  him,  from  Virginia  He 
would  reo^itnlato  only  hts  olfjeotions  to  this 
amendment   It  was  tmpreoedented,  nothing  of 
the  kind  having  l>een  attempted  before.  It 
ww^ inhbopinkNDf  lUMXMHtitDtiQDal;  asitvu 
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taking  the  proper  reqwDubility  from  the  Ezeo- 
ntivef  and  exertnnng,  ourselves,  a  power  whiohf 
from  its  nature,  belongs  to  the  EzecntiTe,. 
■ad  not  to  us.  It  wae  presoriMng,  hj  the 
House,  the  inatniotions  for  a  Minister  abroad. 
It  was  nngatorjj  as  it  attached  oonditioDa 
which  mi^t  be  complied  with,  or  might 
DOC  And  lastly,  if  gentlemen  tbooght  it  im- 
ptKtaot  to  exprees  the  sense  of  the  Honae  on 
these  snlgects,  or  any  of  tiiem,  the  regtdar  and 
costomary  way  was  by  rewdatifHi.  At  present, 
H  seemed  to  him  that  we  most  make  tbe  sppn>- 
pciation  withoQt  conditions,  or  refuse  it  The 
Freadeat  had  laid  the  case  before  ns.  If  oar 
OTOiuon  cf  the  character  of  the  meeting,  or  its 
ot^eeta,  led  ns  to  withhold  the  appropriation, 
we  had  the  power  to  do  sow  If  we  had  not  so 
mach  ooofidenoe  in  the  ExeontiTe,  as  to  render 
ns  willing  to  trust  to  the  constitational  exercise 
ni  the  fixecative  power,  we  have  power  to  re- 
fuse tbe  money.  It  is  a  direct  qnesUon  of  aye 
or  no.  If  the  Ifinisters  to  be  sent  to  Panama 
may  not  be  tnuted  to  aoL  Uke  other  Miniaters, 
under  the  instmctknu  of  the  EzecQtive,  they 
ODritt      to  go  at  all. 

Mr.  PowxLL  addressed  the  committee  to«die 
foOowiiu  effect: 

I  am  m  £avor,  Hr.  Chairman,  of  the  proposed 
n^on ;  and,  of  coarse,  in  &Tor  of  the  neoee- 
nry  appropriations  to  cany  It  into  effe6t ;  and  I 
will  briefly  state  my  reasons.  When  a  diplo- 
matic mission  has  been  recommended  by  the 
Fremdmt,  and  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Bnate,  it  ought,  aooording  to  my  theory  of  die 
constitation,  to  be  an  extreme  case,  that  would 
warrant  or  justify  this  House  in  reftising  means 
to  carry  the  misuon  into  efiecL  The  FtesideDt 
and  Senate  are  charged  with  the  treaty-making 
power,  and  the  soperintendenoe  of  the  fbv^gn 
nlstions  ot  the  nation.  Thej  poneas  tbe  means 
of  acquiring  all  the  neoaaaary  infonnation,  and 
dn^  demands  that  thcty  would  ezercoBe  t^i*> 
poww  of  knowing  the  true  state  of  our  for^gn 
relations.  They  are  the  constitutional  judges  of 
the  policy  and  proprieQr  of  all  foreign  miraons. 
If  tbey  abuse  this  power,  or  use  it  unwarily, 
the  respooability  rests  with  them — th^  must 
answer  to  the  country.  I  will  not  say  that 
oocauons  could  not  occur,  where,  under  parUoa- 
lar  drounistaaces,  it  wonld  not  be  in  the  power 
of  this  House — nay,  where  it  might  be  their 
imperattTe  doty  to  withhold  the  means  of 
cattying  tbe  propoaed  mission  into  eflbct.  But 
aooh  a  caaemi^t  to  be  palpable  and  striking. 
Aeae  prindpleB  have  bsM  aanetionedf  wiOiont 
an  ezoepUcHi,  within  my  reocdleotionf  frnn  the 
onMciiatioa  of  the  Gh>Temment. 

The  Premdent  has  recommended  a  mission, 
and  aominoted  Ministers  to  Panama.  The 
Senate,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation,  has 
iODotioDed  the  measure.  They  are  responsible 
tar  the  measore ;  we  are  asked  for  an  q»pr<^rift- 
&fn  to  carry  this  measure  into  effect.  Unless 
Te  see  distinctly  that  the  h^piness  or  the  peace 
of  ^  nation  is  to  be  endangered  by  this  m^sion, 
itji  our  dn^  to  rota  iat  the  mBm.  It  la  not 


for  us  to  look  through  the  wide  range  of  our 
foreign  relations  minutely,  to  examine  how  such 
a  measure  may  operate  upon  the  complicated 
and  various  relations  we  bold  with  other 
nations,  and  to  pronounce  upon  its  expediency. 
This  would  be  a  departure  ih)m  our  consti- 
taticmal  sphere,  and  assuming  reepouBibilitiea 
not  devolved  npon  us.  It  is  enongh  for  ua  to 
ii^uire  whether  this  measure  hazards  the  peace, 
or  proatraftes  the  great  fntereata  of  the  nation. 
If  we  are  not  utisfied  that  auch  results  are 
probable,  we  onght  to  vote  for  the  appro- 
priation. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  these  qnestiona, 
I  will  advert  to  the  policy  we  have  pursued, 
and  the  fbelings  manuested  by  the  people  of 
this  00  on  try  in  relation  to  the  South  American 
Republics,  from  the  oommeooement  of  their 
stm^le  for  self-government. 

If  the  United  States  wwe  capable  of  acting 
on  selfish  and  interested  motives  exclusively — 
if  actuated  solely  by  considerations  of  national 
pre-eminence  on  the  American  Oootinent :  it  is 
evident  our  policy  woold  have  been  to  have 
perpetuated  the  colonial  state  of  aervitade-Hhe 
moral  and  political  d^iradatiou  of  Sinnish 
America  that  existed  prior  to  the  mighty 
straggle  by  which  they  assomed  a  rank  in  the 
scale  o[  nations.  In  the  then  state  of  our 
continent,  we  presented  tbe  only  effolgent 
point  upon  the  political  and  geographic  chart. 
Around  ns,  aU  was  dark,  hopeless,  wretched, 
and  degraded.  The  political  and  moral  horizon 
e«rved  only  to  add  lustre  to  our  brightness. 
HappUy  for  the  cause  of  liberal  and  enlightened 
principles,  the  country  that  gare  them  birth 
mdid^  no  sach  feelings.  We  were  free  and 
happy  ourselves.  We  were  senrible  of  the 
blemngs  of  our  wise  and  benign  GovemmeuL 
We  were  not  jtA  sofSden^  pouiioally  hardened 
to  have  beonne  basely  selfioi.  We,  at  an  wrir 
period,  from  the  first  dawning  of  hope,  r^oioea 
m  tiieir  successes,  and  sympathized  in  thdr 
disasters.  Under  the  influence  of  these  honor- 
able and  magnanimous  feelings,  impelled  by 
public  sentiment,  at  the  first  moment,  consistent 
with  justice  to  ourselves  and  good  faith  to 
others,  this  Government,  in  the  year  1823, 
voted  an  appropriation  of  100,000  dollars  to 
enable  the  I^««dent  to  roeoffnite  a  portion  of 
these  States  as  independent,  by  sending  Ifiniaters 
to  them. 

We  stood  finremosL  as  It  became  ua  to  do,  in 
recognlring  them,  in  despite  of  the  angry  frowns 
and  threatening  intinumona  of  Spain.  Kay, 
more,  we  did  this  in  the  reiy  teeth,  and  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  policy,  of  the  allied 
Bovraei^  ct  Eonn>e.  The  act  was  worthy  tbe 
Government^  and  in  strict  accordance  witii  its 
profesdma  and  avowed  policy. 

Are  we  prepared,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
to  admit  that  this  magnanimous  act  was  the 
result  of  transieat  feeling  and  fleeting  enthust- 

:  asm  t  or  are  we  determined  to  assert  it  as  an 
act  of  wisdom,  jastice,  and  philanthropy  f  We 

\  jiKn  hitherto  ooiddered  it  a  aalfjeot «  honeat 
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pride,  that  we  led  the  vaj^  and  marked  the 
rood,  to  the  eztensioQ  of  libonl  and  enlightened 
pHncipies.  We  have  believed  that  we  had 
l^ven  the  first  great  impolse  to  the  principle  of 
Hlf-goTemment,as  belonging  to  enlightened  man. 

Bnt  it  maj  be  said,  that  topios  are  to  he  there 
^scnssed,  and  sahjeote  to  be  proposed^or  nego- 
tiation, that  may  endanger  the  peaoe  and  oom- 
promit  the  high  interests  of  the  nation.  It 
strikes  me,  Mr.  Ohairman,  as  a  novel  doctrine 
in  diplomacy — that  a  nation  is  to  abstain  from 
negotiating  for  the  aecarity  wd  advancement 
of  its  interests,  because  subjects  may  be  dis- 
cussed, and  measures  proposed  for  adoption,  in- 
oonsistent  with  neutral  relations,  and  subver- 
rive  of  its  interests.  Did  the  United  States  vio- 
late its  nentoality  in  tiie  year  1798,  by  Htb  snb- 
Jeots  disonssed  and  the  proposal  made  hi  our 
special  message  to  France — the  history  of  which 
mis^on  is  familiar  to  every  geutleman  on  this 
floor  f  Should  we  have  violated  oor  neutral 
relations,  during  the  late  Eormtean  wars,  by 
any_  proposition  made  to  this  Government,  or 
to  its  envoys  abroad,  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
and  the  discussion  of  such  proposition,  resulting 
in  its  rejection  V  I  presume  this  will  hardly  be 
contended.  It  is  not  the  proportions  made  or 
discussed  between  Ministers,  that  violate  neu- 
tral relations ;  it  is  the  resmt  of  such  diaous- 
sions  alone,  that  can  have  that  effisctT  If  we 
have  le^timate  oltJeots  to  attain,  by  a  mission 
to  Panama,  we  neither  endanger  our  peace, 
subvert  onr  interests,  nor  violate  our  neutrality. 

Is  not  this  mission  demanded  by  high  and  im- 
portant considerations,  bearing  directly  upon  the 
special  interests  of  the  Union !  In  my  hnmble 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  orimuiiu  derdio- 
tioQ  of  dnty,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  to 
have  declined  the  mission.   I  will  proceed  to 

E resent  some  of  the  objects  of  deep  interest, 
iviting  the  vigilant  attention  of  this  Govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  Congress  at  Panuna. 
These  Sonthem  Bepablics  havmg  a  population 
of  thir^  millions,  abonnding  in  all  the  means 
and  resources  ot  power — Menco  alone  covering 
npon  the  map  almost  as  much  space  as  the 
United  States,  and  bordering  upon  our  sonthem 
fi*ontier — are  bound  together  by  common  feel- 
ings, common  interests,  and  by  solemn  treaties, 
oSenslve  and  defen^ve.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes 
npon  the  period  when,  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  collisions  of  interests,  and  jarrings  of 
policy,  may  place  us  at  issue  witli  some  or  all 
of  them  f  Do  we  derive  from  these  conndera- 
tions,  no  motive  to  meet  them  in  discussion, 
upon  aabjects  connected  with  our  present  and 
future  relations  with  them  f  May  not  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  if  Jndiciooaly  employed,  result  in 
the  a^uBtmentfflT  a  uniform  commercial  policy, 
upon  a  fixed  basis,  that  may  postpone,  if  not 
entirely  prevent,  collision  on  this  frmtfol  subject 
of  war  f  If  the  aid  of  our  advice  and  expe- 
rience can  improve  the  political  or  moral  con- 
dition of  the  Suuthern  States,  are  we  not  bound, 
in  reference  to  our  own  interests,  to  afford 
them  the  ud  of  both  I  May  not  onr  lOnistera, 


by  argomeat  or  persoadon,  exert  a  powerflol 
inflnenoe  in  preventing  sdwmea  bong  devised 
and  matured,  detrimental  to  our  interesto  both 

eommrawal  and  pcditical  t  These  gMieral  con- 
ddcn^oDi^  would  of  themselves  afford  an  ad»- 
qoate  motive,  to  my  mind,  for  the  misnoi. 
There  are  some  speoific  ot^eots,  however,  in 
which  we  have  a  deep  interest,  that  will  form 
subjects  of  discussion  in  the  Ck>ngre8s.  The 
documents  before  os  disclose  a  fixed  pnrposCL 
on  the  part  of  the  Southern  Republics,  to  assail 
Spain,  through  Cuba  and  Porto  Rioo.  This 
pnrpcee  has  only  been  delayed  at  our  earnest 
Sf^mtation,  and  the  subject  is  for  disoosuon  at 
the  pn^oeed  Congress. 

I  presume  there  can  be  but  one  aantinunt 
upon  this  snl^eot  in  this  Uni<Hi.  It  is  demand- 
ed <tf  this  Government,  by  every  oixuadaatioD 
of  self-preservation—- the  great  law  of  nature, 
and  paramount  to  all  other  law — ^by  our  inter* 
ests,  and  by  humanity,  not  to  suffer  the  present 
condition  of  Cuba  to  be  altered.  If  this  idand 
is  revolntionizedf  and  they  are  separated  from 
the  Spanish  Government,  what  are  to  be  the 
oonseqnenoes  ?  Another  St.  Domingo  traj^edy 
is  to  be  acted  over  again.  The  power  eoes  into 
the  hands  of  the  black  population,  at  the  sacri- 
fice and  extermination  of  uie  whites.  Anardiy, 
confiscation,  and  confusion  ensues.  An  enwrt 
trade  of  miIli<Mi%  in  which  we  have  a  oew 
stake,  is  anniUlated.  tbo  ocmtmeroe  of  tins 
country  reo^ves  a  de^  and  lasting  wound. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fonoy  a  picture  of  the  ef- 
fects of  sQon  an  event  upon  the  safety  and  traa- 

auillity  of  the  slave-holmng  States  bordering  on 
lie  Atlantia  Are  these  States  prepared  to 
tolerate  another  Hayti,  almost  at  their  thresh- 
old !  I  answer,  as  a  Representative  of  a  slave- 
holding  State,  ifo.  Again,  look  to  the  position 
of  Cuba,  in  relation  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the 
mouth  of  the  MLssissippi,  and  the  rivers  to  the 
east,  emptying  into  the  Gulf.   Whether  oon- 

aaered  by  the  Southern  Republics,  and  held  for 
leir  ^viat  oonoem,  or  conquered  by  any  strong 
naval  power  in  Europe,  it  would  afford  the 
means  of  sealing  up  the  commerce  of  one-durd 
of  the  territory  of  this  Union.  I  ask  this  com- 
mittee,  I  a[^>eal  especiall;y  to  the  gentiemen  of 
the  Valley  of  the  Missi8ei[^i,  to  say  whether 
they  are  disposed  quietiy  to  acquiesce  either  in 
the  emancipation  of  this  isUnd,  with  its  preewit 
population,  or  to  the  more  probable  event--it8 
conquest  by  the  Southern  Republice  upon  joint 
concern  t  In  the  hands  of  any  strong  nava] 
power,  especially  in  the  bauds  of  the  leagued  Re- 
publics, it  is  destined  to  be  the  apple  of  discord 
to  this  country.  Is  not  the  mission  to  Panama, 
in  relation  to  this  suMect  aloD^  necessary- 
nay,  is  it  not  absolutely  demanded  by  a  doe 
regard  to  our  ssfety  snd  interests?  At  that 
Congress  this  matter  is  to  be  disoossed  and  set- 
tled. Ought  not  the  voice  of  this  nation  then 
to  be  heu^  employing,  first,  argument  and 
persuasion,  to  divert  them  from  thdr  purpose  ! 
If  these  means  fiul,  solemn  protest ;  and,  u  this 
be  ineffectual  to  atiqr  than,  the  time  wUl  then 
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hsre  arriTodfor  w  toaet.  The  proscmt  gtate  of 
«ar  D^jotiatioiu  vith  ICezioo,  ftuiddieB  anoliier 
argDment  in  favor  of  this  mission.  A  discrep- 
aacj  in  the  basis  npon  which  oar  commercial 
rdations'with  her  Bonthern  neighbors  is  to 
stand,  woold  be  deeply  to  be  deplored,  and 
most  necemarilj  lead  to  nnpleasant  and  per- 
plexing results.  The  Oongress  at  Panama  af- 
fords the  most  promiring  opportnnity  of  attf^n- 
ing  the  object  of  JoHonnitf  as  well  as  reci- 
procity. Backed,  as  we  diall  be,  by  those  with 
wbcon  we  have  oraduded  oommeroial  arrange- 
BSBta,  U  Is  hardly  credible  that  Mexico  will 
still  adhere  to  a  principle,  to  ns  inadmissible, 
and  not  inristed  npon  by  any  other  party. 
There  are  many  other  objects  of  interest  to  this 
nation,  that  might  be  ennmerated.  I  have, 
however,  presented  enough  to  satisfy  every  dis- 
paanonate  man,  that  this  misdon  is  demanded 
by  soond  policy,  I  have  examined  this  subject 
with  anxiety,  to  come  to  a  just  oondnrion — 
an  anxiety  propwtioned  to  the  appidling  ad- 
nmitions  of  threatening  danger  and  min, 
tha^  we  have  heard  trma  another  quarter. 
I  have  oome  to  an  honest  and  dii^wssionate 
•mcImdMi,  to  vote  for  the  miasiM.  "Whether 
this  concltwon  be  wise  or  not,  time  will  dia- 
mine. If  it  should  lead  to  entan^hig  allianoes 
with  the  nations  of  tliis  continent  ordsewhere, 
I  shall  deplore  the  error  of  my  Judgment.  But, 
if  such  should  l>e  the  result,  tiie  vigilanoe  of  the 
Senate  mast  slumber — npon  them  will  rest  the 
respon^bility.  They  hold  the  corrective  and 
preventive  power.  This  much  is  certain — the 
authors  of  snch  a  policy  will  be  hurled  from 
their  high  places,  and  conairned,  by  an  indig- 
Bant  people,  to  &  just  r^robation. 

One  word  more  as  to  the  amendment  of  my 
frieckd  ftam  Delaware.  I  respond,  Mr.  ObMrmaD, 
to  ahnoet  every  sentiment  m  that  amendment ; 
■ndfif  itcan  be  so  mo^ed  as  to  meet  my  entire 
views,  I  shall  hereafter  be  prepared  to  give  it  my 
decided  vote :  for  it  wilt  be  recollected  that,  only 
a  few  days  ago,  I  explicitly  declared  that  I  was 
opposed  to  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  pledge. 
I  will  not  consent  to  give  such  a  pledge,  either 
in  reference  to  my  own  country,  or  to  the 
fioothem  Republics  themselves.  But,  at  the 
same  Ume,  unless  circumstances  shall  produce 
an  important  change,  whenever  any  of  the  pow- 
erful  nations  of  Eurt^  shall  attempt  to  seize 
apm  Mexico,  I  am  disposed  not  to  view  such 
n  attwnpt  with  indt^enoei  and  I  will  nse  my 
BtuxMt  imBnenee  to  rouse  the  natirai,  in  sacb 
a  ease,  to  interpose  our  military  power.  I  will 
never  suffer  Mexico  to  be  seized  by  any  power 
of  Enn^  immediately  under  n^  observation, 
wtthont  making  an  effort  to  prevent  it. 


WsDmBOAT,  April  5. 
Mmum  to  Panama. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Stbvsnsov,  of  Vir^ia,  in 
the  diair,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
loirian  Belationa,  wmohoaooladeawithareao- 
Vob  UC^7 


[H.  fw  R. 

lution  proposing  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama; 
the  amenmnent  offered  by  Mr.  MoLxm,  of  Del- 
aware, being  also  nnder  consideration. 

When  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affurs  was  first  announced 
by  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress, 
Mr.  WiOKLDTB  said,  like  many  others,  not  un- 
derstanding the  precise  character  of  the  Con- 
gress, its  powers,  and  tendency,  and  probable 
consequences  to  this  oountary,^B  first  imprea- 
sions  were  favorable  to  it.  we  wwe  told  \xj 
the  President  tiia^  "  among  the  measures  whim 
have  been  su^;eeted  to  them  \j  tibe  new  rda- 
tions  with  one  anotiier,  resnlting  from  the  re- 
cent changes  in  their  condition,  is  that  of  as- 
sembling, at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  a  Con- 
gress, at  wbi(^  each  of  them  should  be  repre- 
sented, to  deliberate  npon  subjects  important 
to  the  wel&re  of  all.  The  Bepnblics  of  Colom- 
bia, of  Mexico,  and  of  Central  .^erica,  have 
already  deputed  Plenipotentiaries  to  such  a 
meeting,  and  they  have  invited  the  United 
States  to  be  also  represented  there  by  their 
Ministers,  The  invitation  has  been  accepted, 
and  lOnisters  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea 
will  be  ecHnmisdonea  to  attend  at  those  delib- 
eraticHM,"  &o.  Hie  Message,  upon  every 
other  topic,  connected  with  oar  relationa. 
whether  foreign  or  domestic,  was  lucid  ana 
able.  Upon  this  subject,  all  must  admit  it  to  be 
deficient.  It  did  not  specifically  define  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  this  Congress,  its  powers, 
and  mode  of  action.  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  ever  alive  to  the  snccess  of  liberty,  in 
whatever  clime  or  country  she  straggles ;  and 
believing  this  measure  caloulated  to  promote 
and  cheer  its  success,  without  jeopardizing  her 
abode  in  this  her  own  land,  saw  no  cause  to 
oppose  tlUs  measure.  He  said  lie  himself  bad 
viewed  it,  at  first,  in  that  aspect.  He  had  con- 
sidered it  merely  a  meeting  chT  diplomatic  agents. 
He  had  not  read  the  treaties  which  created  it ; 
and,  as  a  measure  of  the  Administration,  having 
for  its  objects,  diplomatic  results,  he  had  not 
condemned  it.  But,  when  docnments,  connect- 
ed vrith  this  snbject^  had  been  submitted  to  our 
mspection,  and  been  oarefUly  examined  by 
him,  his  first  impres^ons  had  been  changed. 
He  had  examined  the  Message  of  the  President 
and  the  docnments  which  accompanied  it,  with 
as  sincere  a  desire  to  lend  the  sanction  of  hi& 
judgment  to  the  meaBar&,  as  ever  did  poor  un- 
ner  read  the  pages  of  Bevelati0i%  to  fiz^md 
confirm  his  feith.  He  was  unable  to  succeed. 
And  the  more  he  examined  the  question,  and 
stripped  it  of  that  mask  which  is  incident  to 
diplomacy,  the  more  he  became  oonviaeed  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  some  tft  th*  el^ects 
contemplated  by  this  Congress,  connected  witb 
our  own  immediate  and  future  interests.  And 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  any  one,  he  should  &11  under 
the  dreadful  denunciation  of  having  anited  him- 
self with  the  "  unprincipled  faction,."  In  thi^  or 
the  other  House,  to  thwart  the  just  measures  of 
the  Administration,  he  should  appeal  to  the 
enlightened  Judgments  of  hit  owatBtaenti^  to 
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whom  he  wae  aocoantable  for  all  his  acta  here, 
to  ask  them,  upon  an  impartial  review  of  his 
past  life,  to  prononnoe  npon  hia  course.  With 
them,  he  knew  he  should  meet  with  a  liberal 
indnlgenoe ;  and  if  they,  npon  examination  of 
lU  the  docaments,  dis^tproved  the  course  he 
had  porsaed,  he  felt  satisfied  tiiey  wonid  award 
to  lum  honesty  of  pnrpose,  and  ftdeTotedness  to 
the  political  i^titotiOTS  of  our  common  <^nntnr. 

Smce  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  Qtr. 
ICoIabx)  had  sabmitted  hU  amendment,  and 
&Tored  the  committee  with  his  views  and  rea- 
sons for  so  doing,  Ur.  Wickliffb  said  he  felt 
himself  relieved  from  mnoh  of  that  dread  re- 
q>onsibility  which  he  had  before  assnmed.  He 
was  pleased  to  find  his  views  of  this  sabjeot  in 
concert  with  those  of  that  gentleman,  so  dis- 
tingnished  for  his  talents,  and  so  joatly  entitled 
to,  and  alloying,  the  oonfidence  of  Him  House. 

Tbis  committee  is  (wlled  npon  to  s^ve  an  ex- 
mei&^oa  <tf  Us  (^iidon  as  to  the  expediency  of 
UM  mis^on.  It  Is  called  upoa  to  do  Has,  not 
the  report  and  resolution  npon  yonr  table 
wme,  bnt  Dy  the  President  himself^  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  this  and  the  other  House.  With  the 
u^erstanding  of  this  House,  expressed  by  its 
vote,  as  is  oontuned  in  the  amendment  of  the 
^ntleman  from  Delaware^  he  thonght  the  mis- 
non  expedient :  withoat  it  he  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient, and  fraught  with  danger.  If  it  should 
M  thought  by  tms  committee,  as  has  'beem  as- 
serted by  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts, 
(Mi.  WsBsraB,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia,  Qb.  PowBU,)that  the  amendumit  in- 
t«f eres  with  the  constitntional  poww  ol  the 
Xxeontire  Department,  over  the  foreign  relap 
tions  of  the  oonntry ;  so  &r  as  there  mi^  be 
any  interference,  it  has  been  invited  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive himself^  and  now  imposed  npon  us,  by 
the  original  resolution  of  the  oommittoe.  We  are 
called  upon  by  the  committee  to  say,  that  this  mis- 
f^oQ  ia  expedient.  Suppose  that  a  m^ority  of 
this  House  shall  say  that  they  do  believe  it  in- 
expedient :  for  if  they  have  a  right  to  vote  that 
it  18  expedient,  they  certainly  have  the  right  to 
Tote  that  it  is  inexpedient.  The  me  is  no 
mme  an  interference  with  the  Executive  power 
than  ^e  other :  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  vote 
that  it  is  ineqpe^entintoto,  we  oerUdnly  have 
a  right  to  for  some  of  the  olijeots  ooutem- 
^todj  it  is  expedient ;  for  others,  that  it  is  not. 
Bat,  sir,  I  must  express  my  oaqnalified  dissent 
to  t«e  doctrine  of  both  the  gentlemen :  a  doc- 
bine  long  since  exploded  from  the  politics  of 
tills  House,  and  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
received  its  vital  stab  some  twenty-six  years 
ago ;  and  I  am  against  its  resuscitation  now. 

I  hold  it  to  be  within  the  power  of  this 
House ;  it  is  its  duty  npon  all  fit  occasions,  to 
prononnce  the  Jud^ent  of  the  people  npon 
measnres,  perfected  or  contemplated,  toaohing 
the  foreign  relataonfl  of  the  United  States:  more 
eq>ecially  npon  a  measnre  whidi  contemplates  a 
radical  change — an  inroad  upon  the  long-estab- 
lishedand  settled  policyofthisGovenunent:  for 
flioh,  I  believe  in  mj  soul,  the  present  tme  to  be. 


[Ann^  1826. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Wbbstib)  told  us  npon  yesterday,  that  to  the 
amendments  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
he  could  see  no  objection,  so  &r  as  it  might  be 
propw  to  exi^esa  onr  opinion,  bnt  that  be 
thonght  it  impn^>er  to  annex  it,  hj  w»j  of 
amendment,  to  l^e  resc^ntion  of  the  oranmittee. 

[Mr.  WxBsiEB  expained.  He  had  said,  thatL 
in  the  greater  part  (tf  the  smtimeats  cratained 
in  the  amendmiant,  he  entirely  o^coired ;  bnt 
there  were  some  portions  in  it  to  whioL  he  lud 
deciuve  objections.] 

Mr.  WioKLirn  proceeded.  I  was  not  dis- 
posed to  misunderstand  the  gentleman;  andashe 
did  not,  yesterday,  apprise  us  of  any  particular 

r rtion  of  the  resolution  to  which  he  objected, 
understood  hbn  as  assenting  to  the  whole. 
He  does  not  now  say  to  what  "portions  of  it 
he  has  decided  objections."  [Kr.  Wxbstbr  here 
farther  expluned.  With  respect  to  the  general 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentieman  from 
Delaware,  on  the  wisdom  of  nuontaining  a  neo- 
tr^  policy,  or  the  impropriety  of  departing 
from  it^  he  entirely  concurred ;  bnt  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  in  any  form,  wonld  go 
to  diange  the  whole  oonrse  of  our  diplomaoy, 
and  particularly  to  afifect  one  subject  of  vital 
interest  to  the  country — he  meant  the  policy  <^ 
the  United  States  with  respect  to  Outnt.  The 
amendment  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  ground 
taken  by  the  American  QoTerament  on  that 
snlyect,  not  only  in  their  correspondence  with 
the  South  American  Govemmeats,  but  also 
with  the  ooorta  of  Europe.  Hie  amoidment 
s^ys  that  no  subject  Am  be  discossed,  which 
may,  in  anywise,  commit  our  neutral  rdations. 
How,  then,  can  this  declaration  of  ours,  respect- 
ing Onba—I  mean  the  declaration  that  we  can- 
not with  indififerenoe,  see  that  idand  pass  into 
the  hands  o^any  other  power  than  6pain~be  dis- 
cussed, if  this  amendment  prevails  t  It  is  with 
that  part  of  the  amendment  that  I  do  not  concur.} 
Mr.  WioKLim  resumed.  Sir,  tbis  remark 
of  the  gentleman  did  not  esoi^  my  attention 
yesterday,  and  I  do  not  mean  that  it  shall  to- 
day. When  I  said  that  the  gentieman  from 
Massat^nsetts  acqoiesoed  in  the  sentiments  (rf 
the  amendment^  I  referred  more  partioolariy  to 
that  part  of  it  wldch  deehvea  that  oar  Minis- 
ten  who  nuqr  be  conimisncHied  to  attend  the 
Con^pi^ss  at  Fimama,  onght  not  to  be  anthoriaed 
to  discnss,  connder,  or  oousult,  npon  any  prt^io- 
sitiou  of  alliance,  offensive  or  defendve,  between 
this  oonntry  and  any  <^  the  Spanish  American 
Governments,  or  any  stipnlati(m,  compact,  or 
declaration,  binding  the  United  States,  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  interference 
from  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
aforesaid  Governments.  I  do  not  understand 
him  as  avowing  his  dissent  to  this  portion  of 
the  resolntion.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Rep- 
resentative npon  this  floor  who  is  bold  enou^ 
to  avow  his  wish  to  the  world,  that  these  snb* 
ecte  shall  be  disonssed,  coo^dwedf  and  the  al- 
iance  formed.  If  it  is  not  proper  to  form  the 
alUanoe,  why  entertain  a  duoosriimt  If  the 
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geodeman  teom  Ifaasaehtuette  desires  to  leave 
oar  Uinuiters  free  to  discaas  the  sabjeet  of  the 
oontcinplated  inTariwi,  or  probable  transfer  of 
Cuba — and  the  anraidinent,  in  his  jadgment,  pre- 
dudes  the  ooDsideratioQ  of  that  topio — we  will 
avent  to  aoj  modiflcatioD  of  it,  so  that  jon 
keep  OS  free  from  the  other  salfjecto ;  wbenoTW 
His  proper  to  disetus  them,  hare^  in  this  House, 
is  the  proper  place. 

Anu:  the  gentleBan  saji^  it  is nneonidta- 
tfamal  for  this  Hmise  to  interfere  in  thia  fana 
with  the  Ezecotira  powers  of  the  Oorenunent. 
I  VMdd  ask  him  wfaethtf  this  House  has  never, 
OD  any  former  oecanon,  expressed  its  opinion 
irith  regard  to  oar  foreign  relations  ?  Whether 
it  never  proceeded  so  far  a-s  to  go  ahead  of  the 
Execatjve  Department?  And  when  I  speak  of 
&e  ExecDtiTe  Department,  in  reference  to  our 
foreign  reUttons,  I  wish  to  be  nnderstood  as 
tnclodiog  the  Senate  as  a  very  important  por- 
tion of  Uiat  department.  Upon  this,  as  npon 
dl  other  matters,  I  regard  them  as  the  sentinels 
placed  upon  the  watch  towers  of  State  sover- 
eigntj,  oot  of  whom  I  do  not  believe  there  can 
he  ilHnied  an  "imprindpled  feotion."  DH  not 
the  gentleman  himsdf  call  upon  the  last  Oon- 
grees,  by  resolation,  to  egress  its  opinion- npon 
Ibe  oonrse  the  ^ecntive  on^t  to  parsue 
toward  the  Greeks,  who  werestrn^ling  for  the 
establishment  of  civil  and  reliffions  liberty) 
The  histoiy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Honee  in 
reference  to  the  Sooth  American  RepnbUcs,  in 
reference  to  this  very  mission,  fomiuies  ample 
anthmity  for  the  propriety  of  the  present  course. 

To  t^e  final  and  permanent  sncoess  of  tlie 
revelation  in  Uie  Spanish  Colonies,  this  Oon- 
federat«d  Congress  of  belligerent  nations  was 
neoessaiy  and  pn^r.  Wiui  the  oljeots  con- 
tamplated  to  be  attained  by  it,  the  United  States, 
m  a  ncntral  power^  had  nothing  to  da  And 
hence  we  find  that,  in  all  the  trwUtos  between 
ttnee  diflbrent  Bepnblics  creating  this  Congress 
and  defining  its  nowers,  there  is  no  provision 
made  or  contemplated  for  the  participation  of 
the  United  States  in  its  deliberations.  It  is 
trae  that,  as  early  as  May,  1828,  we  seemed  to 
have  received  some  unofficial  intimation  that 
we  were  to  be  called  upon  to  preaide  at  tiiis 
Congress;  bnt  not  nntu  after  the  Ueesage 
of  Prerident  Monroe,  of  1838,  had  snperiu- 
dnced  the  belief,  in  some  of  these  Republics, 
that  the  United  States  "  had  pledged  themselves 
to  make  oanse  with  them  m  case  any  other 
power,  united  with  Spain,  should  attempt  to 
interi!ere  with  their  independence  or  form  oi 
Government,"  do  we  hear  of  any  detennination, 
officially,  to  invite  us  to  take  part  (not  "to 
preside     in  the  deliberations  of  this  Congress. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  our  Cab- 
inet at  home,  or  its  functionaries  abroad,  have 
countenanced  the  idea  that  this  nation  had  so 
pledged  itself;  but  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  Mr.  Poinsett,  onr  Minister  near  Mexico, 
has,  in  his  official  language,  contributed  much 
toward  that  inqiressionj  and  I  am  nnable  to  find 
that  tbe  language  whioh  be  had  thaa  held  has 
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been  disapproved  by  the  Executive.  The  invi- 
tation is  now  given  and  accepted,  and  it  ought 
not  to  escape  the  attention  of  this  committee, 
that  the  invitation  has  only  been  given  by  three 
of  those  Republics,  whose  Representatives  are 
expected  to  compose  this  Congress.  Given  by 
a  minority  of  those  States,  what  is  to  be  the 
result,  if  the  other  Republics,  who  have  not  in- 
vited ns  to  this  political  banquet,  shall  object  to 
onr  Minirten  taking  th^  seats  at  this  national 
board!  WoDld  it  not  have  been  better  to  have 
wdted  until  we  wen  invited  at  least  a  map 
Jority,  if  not  all  of  theee  natioiut  No,  rir;  we 
nave  displayed  an  eagemesa,  and  an  impataeno& 
in  the  acceptance  of  tills  partial  invitation,  as  if 
we  were  afraid  that  it  might  be  withdrawn. 
We  have  determined  to  go  there,  blintT-folded, 
as  invited  guests,  for  our  conduct  to  be  regu- 
lated by  "  modes  of  aoticHi,"  of  which  we  know 
nothing,  and  about  which  we,  in  all  probabili^, 
never  will  know  any  thing.  We  were  invited, 
air,  because  <rf  a  belief  by  these  nations,  tiiat 
we  stood  pledged  to  make  common  oanse  with 
them,  if  the  contingency  happened ;  and  bnt 
for  this  belief^  we  nhonld  not  have  been  thus 
honored,  and,  as  some  suppose,  complimentedf 
by  the  invitation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  friends  of  this  measure 
an  unite  in  the  opinion,  tiiat  any  alliance,  would 
be  an  impolitic  and  a  dangerous  departure 
from  that  system  of  neutral  and  safo  policy 
which  has  been  so  long  and  happily  pursued  by 
this  Government,  and  conducted  ns  to  eaai 
prosperous  resnlts:  I  entreat  them  to  unite 
with  us,  and,  by  our  unanimous  vote,  let  ns 
reUeve  tJie  Cabinet  from  what  I  believe  to  be 
a  most  emburaaslng  condition. 

Whatever  may  be  onr  noticaw  <rf  thla  memor- 
able pledge,  "  this  pledge  to  onrselves,"  the 
Spanish  Ameriean  States  understand  and  be- 
lieve ns  commits  npon  the  subject  They 
understand,  from  the  nature  of  their  invitation 
and  of  our  acceptance,  that  the  President  sends 
his  Ministers  there  specially  instructed  '*  upon 
these  subjects.  It  is  our  duty  to  them,  we 
owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  undeceive  them ;  and 
how  can  we  do  it  more  appropriately,  more 
respectfully,  and  more  effectively,  tiian  by 
adopting  the  amendment? 

If  we  vote  that  this  mission  is  expedient, 
without  the  declaration  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment, we  stand  committed.  It  is  no  longer  a 
declaration  of  our  Prendent;  it  remains  no 
longer  '*a  pledge  to  ourselves; "  our  fate,  at 
least  our  honor,  is  on  board  this  Spanish  vessel 
o(  State.  But  one  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  F. 
Johnson,)  the  other  day,  expressed  the  hope 
that  we  should  never  have  a  President  and  an 
Administration,  who  would  be  unwilling  to  re- 
deem this  pledge.  He  triumphantly  aased  us, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  back  out  ?  Do  we  seek 
to  withdraw  a  pledge  we  have  given  f  To  this 
I  have  but  one  answer — ^Leave  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  free  to  act  And 
whenever  the  war-making  power  shall  say  the 
time  haa  oome  when  it  beooneajM^  ta  a  free 
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nation,  to  tmsheath  our  Bword,  baokle  on  our 
armor,  and  to  defend  onr  Ubertiea  and  free 
Institations,  he  will  find  in  those  who  oppoee 
thia  measure  aa  mach  moral,  poUtioal,  and 
pbyBioal  courage,  when  dangers  press,  as  beloDg 
CD  its  advocates. 

We  wfll  sappose  the  oooarion  to  baTO  oo* 
enrred ;  we  wUl  ima^^  that  Bpt&a  has  pre- 
vailed upon  the  sympathies  of  France,  and  that 
a  Frenoh  fieet  uA  army  were  npon  the  shores 
of  onr  ^ter  Bepablics,  for  the  avowed  de- 
termination of  re-cooqnering  those  States,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  their  former  condition  as 
colonies.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Salazar,  we 
will  suppose  the  eatua  fadLeru  to  have  oc- 
curred. _  I  put  it  to  gentlemen — put  it  to  my 
eoUeague  to  say,  if  he  would  nw  declare  war 
in  defence  of  South  American  liberty) 

Upon  a  qaesdon  involving  sooh  oonsequenoes, 
I  woidd  pause.  I  would  consult  the  jac^ents 
of  the  men  who  may  be  called  npon  to  traverse 
the  boming  r^(His  of  that  ooontry,  and,  in  the 
language  of  1&.  Poinsett,  "  who  are  to  bear 
the  bnmt  of  t^e  oontest ; "  upon  that  jhdg- 
ment  I  could  more  safely  rest  than  npon  the 
beated  excitement  of  politioians,  who  have 
caught  what  has  been  appropriately  termed 
•*  the  South  American  fever." 

I  will  not  detun  the  committee  with  notic- 
faig  the  other  topics,  au^eeted  by  the  Spanish 
commissioners  as  fit  subjects  for  the  delibera- 
tions  and  determinations  of  this  Oongress,  save 
one  or  two,  and  these  also  have  minted  them- 
selves with  the  vieTB  of  the  Exeoutiveu  They 
propose  to  settle  some  principles,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  diange  some  prindples  <^  inter- 
naUoiul  law.  I  do  not  prabsa  to  be  a  dvilian, 
jet  it  occurs  to  me  to  be  rather  an  extraordi- 
nary body  to  adjust,  change,  or  alter,  the 
known  and  settled  law  of  nations.  The  people 
of  a  portion  of  the  world,  contidning  a  popma- 
tion  of  some  thirty  or  forty  millloDS  of  inhahit- 
ante,  (and  the  greater  portion  of  them  just 
emerging  from  a  state  of  the  most  wretched 
and  oppressed  colonization,)  propose  to  settle, 
a^oat,  and  to  alter,  the  law  cn  natioDS — that  law, 
wmch  alike  muat  govem  and  regulate  all  idvil- 
ized  States] 

Agfdn :  the  poMeal  condittoa  of  Hi^  Is 
also  to  form  the  aubjeot  of  dlsoossira,  and  is 
to  be  settled.  That  is  a  question  for  our  Gov- 
ernment to  settle ;  and,  should  this  House  ever 
be  called  upon  by  this,  or  any  other  President, 
fbr  AD  outfit  and  saluy  of  a  Minister  to  this 
Sable  independent  Government,  yon  will  then 
find  more  advocates  for  tiie  constitutional 
power  of  this  House  over  the  snbject  of  onr 
foreign  relations,  than  I  have  been,  or  will  be 
found,  on  the  present  occasion.  Whether  the 
Spanish  American  States  will  or  will  not  hiul 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ill>&ted  Isle  as  a  free 
and  independent  niMtoi,  cannot,  must  not,  di- 
rect or  regulate  our  oonne.i  We  have  no  right 
to  say  to  those  nations  *'it  is  not  fit  and  proper 
for  you  to  reoognliB  tfee  natimal  existence  and 
Independenee  of  thk  iBland."  The  ]^ind^ 
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of  universal  emancipation,  upon  which  ther 
have  proclumed  their  Bepablics  to  be  based, 
forbid  thun  the  ri^t  to  distinguish  the  sable 
InbabitantB  of  St.  DtHningo  ftom  tim  less  dark 
rwnblioana  t^ibtit  own  dime. 

We  have  a  more  ftdl  and  ezpBdt  exfoai  of 
the  objects  at  Hub  Oongress,  mvea  offlouQy  br 
the  Goremment  (rf  Ouomtna  to  the  wwld. 
I  will  rcftd  them  to  the.ooramittee : 

1.  To  fitrm  a  solenn  compaet,  or  leagne^  by 
which  tiie  States  whose  Representatives  are  present, 
w91  be  bound  to  unite  in  wosecntiog  the  war 
•gainst  their  04»nmon  vuemj,  (M  Spain,  or  ag^nst 
any  other  power  wUeh  shall  aarist  Spain  in  her  hos- 
tile designs,  or  ai^  otherwise  a^snme  the  attitude 
of  an  enemy. 

2.  To  draw  op  and  puhUah  a  mai^fissto,  settfaiK 
forth  to  the  umAA  the  justice  of  thdr  cause,  and 
the  reUUons  they  desire  to  hxM  with  other  Gbria> 
tian  powers. 

8.  To  form  a  convention  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce, applicable  to  both  the  oonnderated  States, 
and  to  their  allies. 

4.  To  ctMirider  the  expe^eaer  of  eomUidng  the 
forces  of  the  RepobUcs  to  free  the  lalanda  of  Foerto 
Bico  and  Caba  fh>m  the  yoke  at  Sptia,  and,  hi 
such  case,  what  contingent  each  ooght  to  ooatrib- 
nte  for  this  end. 

6,  To  take  measures  tot  joining  in  a  prosecntioa 
of  the  war  at  sea,  and  on  the  coast  of  Spain. 

6.  To  determine  whether  those  measures  shall 
also  be  extended  to  the  Canary  and  PbiUp[»ne  Ist 
lands. 

f.  To  take  into  condderatioo  the  means  of  mak- 
ing effectual  the  declaration  of  the  Freudent  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  any  ulterior  designs  of 
any  foreign  power  to  colonize  any  portion  of  thia 
continent ;  and  also  the  means  of  resisting  all  inter- 
ference from  abroad  with  the  domestic  conoems  of 
the  American  Governments. 

8.  To  settle,  by  common  consent,  the  principlee 
of  those  rights  of  nations,  which  are,  in  their  na- 
ture, controvertible. 

10.  To  determine  on  what  footing  shall  be  placed, 
the  political  and  commercial  relations  of  those  por- 
tions of  our  bemis^ere,  which  have  obtuned,  or 
shall  obtain,  thdr  mdspendence,  but  whose  inde- 
pendence has  not  been  recognized  by  any  Ameri- 
can or  European  power,  as  was^  fbr  many  jean^ 
flu  case  with  HayU. 

A  word  or  two  npon  this  piind[de  (tf  ci^ud- 
zation — this  "  intercontinental  law,  in  reUtiona 

of  Eur<n>e  and  America."  This  is  a  subject, 
admitted  by  the  President  himsell  as  being 
proper  to  be  discussed  and  seUled  there, 
what  is  It  ?  We  will  not  permit  any  Bnropean 
colony  to  be  established  upon  any  part  oi  the 
American  continent.  I  wUl  not  stop  to  exam- 
ine the  correctnera  of  this  prin<uple  in  the 
alHtrsct,  or  in  connection  with  the  claims 
asserted  by  certain  European  powers  to  por- 
tions of  this  continent  I  will  only  oonuder  it 
in  that  light  in  which  the  President  has  pre- 
smted  it  to  vs.  In  his  Messw^  he  remarks, 
"Shotdd  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract 
any  o<mventi<niaI  engagement  on  this  topic, 
onr  views  would  extend  no  further  than  a 
mntoal  pledge  of  thie  parties  to  the  otaa^aot  to 
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maintuQ  the  principle  in  applio&tion  to  its  own 
territory,  and  to  permit  no  oolonial  lodgementa 
or  establishmente  of  European  jnrisdictioD  upon 
its  own  eoiV^ 

Can  this  be  necessary?  Why  shonld  we  be 
called  Qpon  to  atipolate  by  treaty  that  we  will 
not  saffer  oar  own  soil  to  be  invaded ;  to  be 
ooeapied  by  a  Earopean  power;  to  be  colo- 
^zedt  We  need  no  piqier  Rtipii1ad<niB  npon 
■nch  a  mlitfect  We  have  a  stnmgw  goanuitee 
than  all  the  parchment  the  South  can  give  m : 
H  is  that  devotion  to  liberty  aod  self-gOTem- 
ment  which  is  felt  and  seen  by  our  citizens. 
For  the  honor  and  character  of  my  country,  I 
would  not  alter  into  snoh  a  stipulatloii  wuh 
any  power. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  next  rose,  and  said : 

Ur.  Chairman :  I  think  that  those  gentle- 
men who,  some  time  past,  have  been  so  appre- 
henave  of  the  power  of  the  President,  as  to 
have  had  their  slumbers  disturbed,  will,  here- 
after, repose  in  peace:  as  he  is  In  a  fiur  way  of 
bemg  Btrraped  in  his  powan. 

Wnat  u  the  TMcdutiom  now  b^ire  oa  bat 
instnictiona,  or  semi-inBtractions,  for  oar  lunis- 
ters  that  are  to  go  to  the  Congress  of  ^mama? 
If  the  House  of  Representatives  have  a  right 
to  instruct,  certainly  the  Senate,  who  shure 
with  the  Presideot  in  the  treaty-making  power, 
have  as  good  a  right ;  and  no  one  wiU  deny 
the  right  to  the  President.  I  beg  to  know 
how  our  Ministers  are  to  conduct  with  three 
sets  of  instructions  in  their  pockets.  The 
House  of  Representatives  instruct  them  to  look 
on,  and  to  uubrm  their  Government,  from  time 
to  tsrne,  what  is  ^iog  on ;  the  Senate  instruct 
them  to  take  their  residence  ten  leagues  from 
the  Oraigreaa,  and  to  have  no  oommaiueation 
witAi  th«n  bnt  by  eoariera;  and  the  Presi- 
dMit  instmcta  them  to  enter  into  any  agree- 
ment benefldal  to  this  oonntiy,  that  will  not 
oompromit  its  neotrality.  The  Ministers,  under 
the  Prerident's  Instructions,  make  a  treaty,  in 
which  the  benevolent  and  grand  idea  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France  is  realized,  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  board  of  Ministers,  who  ehall  be  the 
ompire  of  all  diffierences  wliioh  shall  ever  occur 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  several  States  of  Span- 
ish America  and  the  United  States,  so  as  forever 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  war  between  them ; 
that  inhibits  privateering  in  caw  oiwsr  between 
thejmrtieB;  that  reatricta  the  Uat  <tf  oontraband 
to  momtiona  of  war;  that  restricts  blookades 
to  places  invested  by  a  ooiftpetent  force;  and 
regulates  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search, 
BO  as  to  render  it  as  harmless  as  poseible. 

The  Ministers  return  with  the  treaty,  the 
most  beneficial  for  the  country  and  humanity 
that  was  ever  formed.  They  have,  however, 
acted  contrary  to  the  instmotions  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  If  the  House  have  a  right 
to  instruct,  they  have  a  right  to  impeach  the 
Ministers  for  disobedience  to  th^r  instructions. 
They,  therefore,  institato  an  impeadiment. 
Kow,  rir,  I  be^  to  know  on  what  groand  the 
finiate  ara  to  tutafai  tlie  impearamenfef  I 
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shall  leave  it  to  the  gentlemen  who  propose  or 
advocate  these  Congressional  Ins^etions,  to 
explun  how  the  subject  may  be  relieved  m>m 
embarrassment. 

I  have  given  this  view  of  the  subject  to  show 
that  an  attempt  to  instruct  our  Ministers  is  an 
interference  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Executive.  By  the  second  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  constitution,  the  Frendent  has 
"  poww,  1^  and  with  the  advice  and  eonanit 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties^  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  omcnr."  The 
constitadon  has  not  oonferred  upon  the  House 
of  Bepreeentatives  any  participation  in 
treaty-making  power.  This  subject  was  ex- 
amined and  settled  in  the  Congress  of  1798. 
The  House  of  Representatives  was  dissatisBed 
with  the  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britiun,  and 
requested  the  President  to  furnish  them  with 
a  copy  of  the  instmcdous  of  the  Minister  who 
negotiated  it.  General  Washington,  in  assign- 
ing his  reasons  for  refusing  to  comply  wiUi  the 
request,  Btatea,  Hiat,  "having  been  a  member 
of  the  Qenerd  Convention,  and  knowing  tha 
prinoiples  on  whtcJi  the  oowtitatlon  waa  form- 
edj  I  have  ever  entwtained  but  one  ofdnion  on 
this  snliject;  and,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  Government  to  this  moment,  my  cent- 
duct  has  exemplified  that  opinion:  that  the 
wer  of  making  treaties  is  exclnsively  vested 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ooment  of  the  Senate,  prorided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur ;  and  that  every 
treaty,  so  made  and  promulgated,  thencefor- 
ward became  the  law  of  the  und.  It  is  thus 
that  the  treatj-^naking  power  has  been  under- 
stood by  foreign  natirais ;  and,  in  all  the  trea- 
ties made  with  them,  m  have  declared,  and 
they  have  believed,  tba^  when  ratified  by  the 
Prendent,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  they  l)eoame  obligatory.  In  this  con- 
strnotion  of  the  constitotion,  every  House  of 
Representatives  has  heretofore  acquiesced,  and, 
until  the  present  time,  not  a  doubt  or  suspicion 
has  appewed,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  con- 
struction was  not  the  true  one.  Nay,  Uiey 
have  more  than  acquiesced;  for,  till  now, 
without  controverting  the  obligation  of  snch 
treaties,  they  have  made  all  the  requisite  pro- 
viuons  for  curying  them  into  effect.^*  And,  in 
conolasion,  he  a&s:  "As,  therefore,  it  ia 
p^ectly  dear  to  my  understanding,  that  tht 
ament  qf  the  ffoim  of  Bepn$mttatiM$  U  not 
luemary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ;  as  the 
treaty  with  Great  Brit«n  exhibits  within  itself 
all  the  objects  requiring  le^lative  provision ; 
and,  on  these,  the  papers  csJled  for  can  throw 
no  light ;  and,  as  it  is  essential  to  the  doe  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  that  the  boun- 
daries fixed  by  the  constitution,  t>etween  the 
different  departments,  should  be  preserved,  a 
just  regard  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the  daty 
of  my  office,  nuder  all  tiie  drcumstances  of  thia 
case,  forbid  a  compltanee  with  your  request." 

Aner  this,  the  Hoaie  of  Repreaentativea  ez- 
pra— od  their  aenao  on  this  sntjeot  \tf  two 
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tesoliitioiiB,  Hm  first  of  wldoh  is  In  the  foUow- 
ing  terms: 

"  Jie$olv«d,  That  U  being  declared,  by  the  second 
section  of  second  article  of  the  conBtitution, 
'That  the  FreddeDt-eball  have  power,  bj  and  with 
the  adriee  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur,'  the  House  of  Bepresentatires  do  not  claim 
any  agency  in  makit>g  treaiiet;  but  that,  when  a 
treaty  stipulates  regulations  on  aaj  of  the  subjects 
Bubtnitted  by  the  constituti«i  to  the  power  of  Cod- 
groAB,  it  must  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  such 
atipulations,  on  a  lav  or  laws  to  be  passed  by  Con- 

Sees ;  and  it  is  th'e  constitaUonal  right  and  duty  of 
e  House  of  Representatives,  in  all  such  cases,  to 
deliebrate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
carrying  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be 
most  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

Thus,  it  is  oTident  that  I  am  folly  sn stained 
in  my  oonstniction  of  the  constitution,  both  by 
President  WaaMugton  and  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
sentativea  of  1790,  after  a  ftill  discossion  of 
the  snbject. 

The  resolndon  before  the  committee  ought 
not,  therdbre,  to  be  coupled  ^th  'oonditioos 
which  we  have  no  right  to  make,  and  which, 
if  they  were  calculated  to  have  any  effect,  it 
would  be  to  assume  the  respondbiiify  which 
the  constiltaUon  has  imposed  upon  the  Ezeon- 
Mve.  Instructions  might,  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, be  annexed  to  the  salary  of  every  public 
officer.  If  it  were  necessary,  I  should  have  no 
objection,  at  a  proper  time,  and  disoonnected 
with  this  appropriation,  to  express  an  opinion 
npon  the  subject  of  our  foreign  policy ;  and  I 
have  embodied  an  opinion,  in  the  form  of  a 
reeolation,  to  that  effect,  but  this  is  not  the 
f  roper  time  to  make  a  proportion  of  that 
natore. 

ICr.  Oabsoit,  of  North  Oarolhia,  tlun  ad- 
dressed the  committee,  and  siud :  It  will  be 
recollected,  Mr.  Ohairman,  that  when  tUs 
measure  was  iotrodoced  into  the  Hoose  by  a 
oommunioation  from  the  Executive,  the  whole 
snl^eot  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  That  committee  have  had  it 
nnder  consideration ;  and  ^e  result  of  tbeir 
labors  is  before  tis,  in  an  elaborate  and  arga- 
meotative  report  I  am  well  aware  that,  when 
a  committee  of  this  House  have  had  an  im- 

Krtant  subject  onder  their  deliberation,  and 
ve  presented  to  the  House  a  report  upon  it, 
such  report  is  entiUed  to  great  consideration, 
and  ought  to  have  its  fblT  weight  ^th  every 
member  of  this  body.  Bat,  while  I  am  per- 
&otly  aware  of  this,  I  also  bold  that  suon  a 
r^wrt  is  not  of  bintung  force ;  and  that  every 
member  is  still  left  free  to  think  and  to  act,  as 
his  Tiews  of  doty  may  call  him.  Under  these 
droomstances,  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pardon 
of  the  honorable  committee  for  differing  from 
them,  as  to  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have 
come — ^believing  that  the  premises  from  which 
they  are  drawn  have  been  wholly  mistaken. 
To  show  this,  is  my  chief  dengn  in  addr««sing 
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the  committee.  I  say,  then^  that  the  grounda 
on  which  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which 
the  committee  have  urged,  to  show  the  im- 
portance of  carrying  this  mission  into  effect, 
nave  been  mittcJien  by  the  committee  them- 
selves. Should  I  sncoeed  in  showing  this^  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  having  done  much : 
for  the  basis  on  which  their  conclnsioos  rest 
having  been  torn  away,  the  whole  superstmc- 
tnre  of  their  argument  must  necesearily  fall  to 
thegronnd. 

We  are  told  by  the  committee,  "  that  it  is 
important  to  be  represented  at  Panama,  for  the 
paipoBo  of  disooamg  and  negotiating  matters 
of  deep  concern  to  uiis  natawi,  as  ref^u^s  onr 
polmoal  and  eemmermal  interesta  with  the 
Sonth  American  Bepoblics;  and  that  it  will  be 
more  convenient  to  treat  with  all  those  ^wers 
collectively,  and  at  the  eame  tim&  than  it  will, 
oott«dering  their  geographical  disconnection, 
to  negoti^  treaties  separately."  In  taking 
this  position,  the  committee  mast  assume  the 
gronnd,  that  the  I^enlpotentiaries  of  these  Re- 
publics will  be  elothed  with  pow«n  to  negoHat* 
tAoM  trtatiMf  which  are  to  be  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  onr  political  and  cmnmmnal  oan- 
oems.  Here,  sir,  is  where  we  differ — end  this 
is  the  p<^t  in  which  I  insist  tlie  oommittee 
have  mistaken  tlie  ground  from  which  thej 
argne.  I  m^tain  that,  however  desirable  this 
ol^eot  may  be,  and  however  importuit  to  onr 
commeroiai  intereste,  the  Plenipotentiaries  who 
are  to  meet  onr  Ministers  at  Panama,  can  ne- 
gotiate no  twsh  treaties :  and  for  this  plun  rea- 
son, that  such  powers  are  not  only  not  gi  ven,  but 
are  at^preesly  prohibited  to  them ;  and  this  by 
the  very  article  of  the  treaty  which  the  com- 
mittee have  quoted  in  their  report,  as  furnish- 
ing reasons  in  favor  of  the  missioo.  The  words 
of  prohiUtion  are  the  very  words  which  im- 
mediately JMlaw  the  words  quoted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  are  necessary  to  nil  np  the  sentence. 
Tea,  sir :  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  the 
committee  have  cited  just  such  wch^  in  the 
treaty,  as  will  justify  their  reasoning  in  favor 
of  the  mission,  and  have  left  out  the  words 
which  immediately  follow,  and  which  most 
overturn  all  their  arguments.  Hence  I  say, 
sir,  that  they  are  mistaken  in  their  premises, 
(which  they  take  fh>m  the  words  of  the  trea- 
ties,) and  consequently  mistaken  in  all  their 
conclusions  from  those  premises. 

Not,  sir,  that  I  am  disposed  to  chai^  that 
honorable  oomndllee  wit^  intentional  error; 
that  is  as  far  from  my  pnrpose  as  perhaps  it  if 
unwarranted  by  tiie  not.  Now,  nr,  to  the 
words  ot&e  treaties,  and  to  the  qnotationa  in 
the  report :  let  as  compare  them. 

In  tne  report  they  say,  "  that  it  is  an  assem- 
bly of  diplomatic  agents,  clothed  with  no  pow- 
ers, except  to  diseutt  and  negotiate ;  deputed 
by  Governments  whose  institutions  require, 
that  all  engagements  with  foreign  powers 
ehonld  be  sabject  to  tiie  ratification  of  some 
organic  body  at  home."  And  tiie  more  effect- 
naUy  to  goavd  agwnat  nuatake,  even  itf  tkt  d»4 
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aiffn  in  wMoh  Gob  Congress  has  been  proposed 
it  is  stipulated,  in  the  several  treaties  fonned 
bj  Colombia  with  the  other  new  Bepnblics, 
that  the  meeting  at  Panama  (now,  sir,  here 
fbUov  the  words  as  qooted  ttom  the  treaties 
Jnat  menttone^  "  Ml  affett  tn  any  man- 
iMr  lA«  oMfviw  ^  the  natiotidl  tovereignty,  in 
regard  to  their  lam,  and  the  eetahliekment  €md 
form  nf  their  reepeetke  OotenmenU.^^  And 
here  the  committee  stop  ahcnrt.  Bat  what 
fi^owa,  in  the  treaty  ?   This,  sir :  "  nob  shall 

DO  KOTHIN&,  AS  BBOABDS  OUB  BELATIOBB  WITH 
AJTT  OTHER  FOBEIOM  NATION." 

Now,  sir,  if  those  Flenipotentianes  can  "  do 
nothing  as  re^rds  their  foreign  relations," 
how  is  it  possible  that  our  Plempotentiariee 
can  "  discuss  and  n^tiate  troatiee  with  them, 
in  regard  to  oar  poutical  and  cconmereial  in- 
tenetsl**  8ir,  tiiey  caimot;  and  however 
desnraUe  and  unportant  it  nu^  be  to  ns,  to 
wtaMiah  a  oommerdal  interoonzBe  with  those 
BepnUioa,  and  howero-  ample  and  ftdl  the 
powers  with  which  oar  lunisters  may  be 
dotbed,  to  effect  this  object,  It  will  be  impos- 
nUe  for  them  to  effect  it  there,  becaose  the 
Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  those  Repablics, 
are  eaepreetly  prohibited,  by  all  the  treaties  be- 
tween those  Repablics,  (all,  at  least,  which 
hare  been  laid  before  ne,)  from  doing  any  thing, 
as  regards  their  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
Then,  sir,  if  this  olgect  cannot  ba  effected, 
(which  a|H>ear8  to  have  been  the  most  impor- 
tant ocmaiaeration  with  the  committee  in  recom- 
mending the  nusdon,)  why  send  Uiiustera  to 
Panama! 

I  repeat  it  agidn,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is 
nothing  more  dear,  nothing  more  obvioos, 
than  that  those  Plenipotentiaries  can  enter 
into  no  negotiation  on  behalf  of  their  different 
Governments,  as  reguds  their  relations  with 
foreign  naticms.  How,  then,  is  the  object, 
tbooght  of  so  moch  conseqaence  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  acoomptishedf  How  are  we  to 
make  treaties  with  Plenipotentiaries  who  are 
forbidden  to  make  any  % 

To  prove,  ar,  that  this  o^ect  cannot  be  ef- 
fected at  tlM  Congress  of  Panama,  permit  me 
to  read  the  article  <ai  the  treaty  between  Col<»n- 
lu  and  Ohili,  which  is  predsely  l^e  same  as  in 
an  the  other  treaties  before  na,  and  the  very 
artkle,  too,  quoted  by  the  committee,  (not  in 
ettenao^  sir,  but  jast  so  far  as  to  leave  jostifiable 
ground  for  their  conolosion  from  the  part  cited.) 
It  reads  as  follows :  Article  64.  "  This  compact 

anion,  league,  and  confederation,  shall  in  no 
wise  interrapt  the  exercise  of  the  lutional  sov- 
ereignty of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  as 
well  as  to  what  regards  their  laws,  and  the  es- 
tobllafament  and  form  of  their  re^ective  Gov- 
ernments, OS  to  what  remnrde  ^eir  reUuime  with 
ether  Jerngn  notiMM."  These  latter  are  the 
words  omitted  by  the  oonunlttee,  and  tiie 
wmrda  whioh  defeat  the  olject  of  negotiating 
a  treaty  with  those  powers,  as  regards  oar  po- 
litical  and  eommerotal  concerns ;  for  each  of 
Ibeae  powers  has  reserved  the  right  to  eetabliah 
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Boch  relations  with  foreign  nations,  as  may  best 
sail  its  individml  interest. 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  object  cannot  be  at- 
tained at  Panama,  the  question  arises :  What 
objects  are  to  be  attained  by  sending  Kinisters 
to  that  Congress  ?  Kone,  dr ;  in  my  opinion, 
none ;  none,  at  least,  that  will  be  benefidal  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States.  On  the  con- 
trary, mvcAmay  bedonetoiitjare,if  nottondn, 
oar  political  prospects. 

Besides,  let  me  ask,  should  we  send  our  Min- 
isters to  this  Congress,  in  what  capacity  and 
with  what  powers  are  they  to  attend  the  delib- 
erations that  may  be  held?  Surely,  sir,  they 
mast  enter  it  clothed  with  the  same  powers 
which  the  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  are  clothed  with.  It  is  idle  to  tell 
me  that  the  Bepresentatives  of  different  nations 
would  meet  there  clothed  with  different  pow- 
ers  and  for  different  purposes ;  if  so,  what  oodd 
they  effoot?  No,  sir:  they  meet  there  fimn 
their  respective  naticsu,  just  as  we  meet  here 
from  our  respective  distiicts;  all  eqaal,  and 
upon  the  same  footing. 

And  where  are  we  to  look  tor  the  powers 
they  are  to  possess?  Why,  ear,  I  would  have 
said,  to  the  treaties  between  those  States ;  but 
I  am  here  met  at  the  thre^old  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  tells  as 
that  the  powers  of  these  I^enipotentiaries  are 
not  derived  from  those  treaties,  but  from  their 
own  instructions,  with  whioh  we  are  not  ao- 
quainted.  But,  sir,  if  their  powers  are  not  to 
be  fbaad  in  these  treaties,  them  am  I  tiirown 
upon  the  wide  wwld  for  OM^ectare.  But,  sir, 
I  shall,  with  great  deferenoe  for  that  gentie- 
man,  assume  l3ae  contrary  ground,  and  say  that 
they  have  no  powers,  ezoept  tliose  only  which 
are  givm  them  by  these  treaties ;  for  it  is  dear- 
ly correct  to  say,  that  the  powe^  which  creates, 
gives  to  the  creature  whatever  power  it  pos- 
sesses. This  adniitied,  I  ask  where  is  the 
power  which  created  this  Congress,  and  estab- 
lished the  rules  by  which  these  Plenipotratia- 
ries  are  to  act  and  to  be  governed?  These 
treaties  are  the  power.  The  Congress  has  no 
other  creator.  And  hwe  let  me  invite  the  at- 
taiti<m  <tf  the  oommlttee  to  the  12th,  ISth,  and 
14th  artides  of  the  treaty  between  Odoml^ 
and  Chill,  where  the  first  mention  of  this  as- 
sembly is  to  be  seen;  (and  there  are  ewre- 
spon^t  artidea  in  all  I2ie  other  trea^  befora 
us.) 

Article  13.  *'  To  draw  more  closely  the  bonds 
which  ought,  in  future,  to  unite  both  Statei^ 
and  to  remove  any  dimculty  whidi  may  pre- 
sent itself,  or  interrupt,  in  any  manner,  tbefr 
good  correspondence  and  harmony,  an  AssBU- 
BLT  (here,  sir,  is  the  orifpn)  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  two  Plentpot«itiarie8  far  each 
party,  in  the  same  terms  and  with  the  same 
lorroalitieB,  which,  in  o<mformity  to  established 
usages,  oaght  to  be  observed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Ministers  of  e^jual  class  near  the 
Governmeaits  of  foreign  nations." 

Arlide  18.  "Both  partisstf&%«  themsehai 
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to  interpoBe  their  good  oi^icea  with  tha  Govem- 
ments  of  the  other  States  of  America,  fonnerly 
Spaniab,  to  enter  into  this  MW^xtet  ^  union, 
Imwim,  and  e&^ftdwation.^^ 

Yes,  sir,  and  they  have  not  confined  them- 
selves to  the  Spanish  American  States  only: 
but  are  *'  interposing  their  good  offices,"  "  to 
indace  us  to  enter  into  this  compact  of  union, 
Jeagne,  and  confederation." 

And  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  llmstera  at 
tiiis  meeting?  We  find  uw  answer  in  iha 
nutt  article: 

Artide  14.  "  As  Hxm  w  tlie  great  olfjeet  has 
lieen  attained,  a  Goteral  Auembly  of  tiie 
American  States  shall  be  convened,  composed 
of  th^  Plenipotantiariea  mtk  the  ^arge  t^f  m- 
mmiting,  in  im  most  tolid  manner,  the  intimate 
relations  whidi  oo^t  to  exist  between  eveiy 
one  of  them ;  and  who  may  eerre  as  a  <wun«u 
in  the  great  confiicU,  as  a  rallying  f&iiU  in  the 
common  dangort,  as  a  faithful  interpreter  of 
thdr  pnblio  treaties  when  difficolties  oocnr,  and 
as  an  umpire  and  oonciliator  in  their  dispntes 
and  differences." 

This,  sir,  is  what  .the  Pleoipotentiariea  will 
have  to  do  when  they  meet  at  Panama;  fbr 
these  treaties  areUieir  charter— 4he  onutita- 
ticn  which  is  to  govern  their  aota,  as  oar  Fed- 
wal  oonstitntion  governs  oars.  6o  that,  if  we 
•end  oar  IGnisters  there,  iKey  too  most  be 
"  charged  with  emmting^  t»  the  mott  tolid  and 
gtable  manner,  thvee  intvmate  relation*  wtuoh 
are  to  enst  between  them."  We,  too,  sir,  mnsc 
assist  in  forg^  oat  those  *'  bonds  whioh  are  to 
bind  them  together  in  this  compact  of  onion, 
leagae,  and  confederation and,  if  we  assist  in 
forging  oat  these  bond&  we  mast  become  one 
incorporate,  and  boimd  by  them :  (onless,  in- 
deed, we  send  oor  Plenipotentiariefi  there,  only 
to  shake  hands  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
these  nations,  and  to  skt  to  them,  We  wish  yoa 
well — good  bye ;  and  this,  he  sospected,  wonld 
be  nearly  the  amount  of  what  we  ahonld  be 
able  to  accomplish  so  far  as  reqieids  oar  com- 
mercial interests.)  Bnt  if  we  are  to  be  bound 
by  these  ties,  what  shall  we  have  done  t  We 
shall  have  entered  into  an  alliance—"  an  en- 
tangling alliance."  And  ahonld  Old  Spain  wet 
attempt  to  reocmqaer  her  colonies,  or  shoald 
any  other  power  attempt  to  sever  uieir  nnion, 
then  shall  we  be  bonnd  to  step  forward  and  de- 
fend them ;  and,  in  the  memorable  language  of 
Oasoa,  when  he  entered  the  conspiracy  against 
Otsaar,  the  United  States  moat  set  her  fbot  as 
ftr  as  who  goes  farthest." 

Bnt  we  are  told  by  the  Freddoitthat  ve  are 
to  send  oor  IGnlsters  there  to  advise  and  oon- 
•olt,  I  am  not,  aaid  Mr.  0.,  saffioi«itiy  ao* 
qa^nted  with  the  law  of  nations  to  hazard  an 
opinion  upon  this  point ;  bat  it  does  appear  to 
me,  rir,  that  it  wonld  be  canse  of  jast  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  Spiun,  and  that  she  might 
consider  it  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity  which  now  exist  between  as  and  that 
power ;  for  it  is  a  prindple  of  mnnidpal  law, 
and  will,  I  presome^         OQiuUy  to  the  law 


of  nations,  that  the  adviser  of  a  crime  is  equally 
goilty  with  the  perpetrator.  If  A  advisee  B  to 
take  the  life  of  0,  and,  in  acoordaooe  with  this 
advice,  B  commits  the  murder,  then  is  A  an 
accessory  before  tiie  &ct,  and,  in  law,  eqaally 
guilty  with  B.  Bat,  as  regards  notions,  there 
are  no  acoeesories,  all  are  principals;  and  it 
does  fl{>pear  to  me,  that,  should  we  send  Minis- 
ters to  Panama,  to  advise  and  consult  with  those 
bdligerent  Bepnblics,  how  to  maintwu  their 
independence  against  Spain,  that,  by  that  very- 
act,  we  become  co-belbgerent&  and  mast,  ana 
may,  Justly,  be  oonddeied  by  Spain  as  her  u- 
emy.  To  bring  this  home  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  pennit  me  to  pat  a  case,  hypotibet- 
ically.  Suppose  this  country  was  at  war  with 
En^and,  ana  she,  in  order  the  better  to  ar^ 
range  some  plm  by  which  she  oonld  effect  oor 
overtiirow,  proposed  to  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  to  send  Plenipotentiaries  to  meet  at 
some  partionlar  poiot,  desiniated  by  her,  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  and  advising  with  her 
how  to  accomplish  that  object  And  suppose 
that,  in  aooordance  with  this  invitation,  those 
powers  with  whom  we  have  the  most  friendly 
mteroourse,  and  between  whom  and  ns  there 
edst  treaties  of  peaoe,  amity,  and  commerce, 
shonld  aeoept  the  invitation,  and  send  their 
lifoistm  I6r  that  purpose — I  appeal  to  every 
gentieman  on  this  floor,  if  he  would  not  view 
this,  on  the  part  of  Ihoee  powers,  as  a  violation 
of  those  friendly  relations  which  exist  between 
us.  Can  they  deny  that  they  would  ?  And  if 
90,  is  not  this  case  strictiy  in  point?  But,  nr, 
on  this  part  of  the  argument,  I  submit  my  re- 
marks with  diffidence,  for  the  reason  I  before 
asrigned. 

Mr.  BmES,  of  Yirsinia,  then  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  MoLunt's  amendment,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing after  the  words  "aforesud  Govern- 
ments," where  those  words  ooour : 

"Or  any  compact  or  engagement  by  which  the 
ITidted  States  shall  be  pledged  to  the  Spanish  Amer* 
lean  States  to  maintain,  hy  force,  the  prindple  that 
no  part  of  Ae  American  continents  Is  henceforward 
sutgeet  to  cokndsaUon  hj  any  European  power." 

Mr.  B.  expressed  an  intention  to  address  the 
committee  io  support  of  this  amendment,  butj  in 
the  meanwhile,  moved  that  the  committee  rue. 

The  motion  prevailed— ay  es  84 — and  then  the 
oommittee  rose. 

The  House  a^Jonmed. 


Thubsdat,  April  6. 
Miuion  to  Panama, 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Srsvuf- 
eoN,  of  Ya.,  in  the  chair,  on  the  r^rt  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  Me»> 
sage  of  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  Statea,  in 
relation  to  the  Misnon  to  Panama. 

Mr.  BivBS,  who  had  a  right  to  the 
(having  moved  last  evening  for  the  rinngof 
thecommittee^  benagmieipMtedlj'absuitfioa 
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the  House,  Mr.  Brent  addressed  the  oommit- 
tM  as  follows: 

ICr.  Otuunnan :  There  is  one  tuiject  to  be 
diacnssed  at  the  Congress  at  Panama,  In 
which  I  feel  a  deep  interest,  aa  being  one  of 
the  liepreaentatives  of  a  Southern  State.  I 
allcde  to  the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Onba 
and  Porto  Bioo.  If  the  ammdmeutnow  before 
tiw  eommittee  should  be  adcHi|ted,  onrlOtusters 
will  be  prevented  from  takiiig  any  part,  or 
making  any  Femonstrance  npoB'fAa^  mtbjtet,  and 
for  this  reason,  if  for  none  other,  I  am  opposed 
to  that  amendment.  Sir,  the  condition  of  the 
jkland  of  Cuba,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
State  of  LouisUoa,  one  of  whoee  Bepresenta- 
tives  I  am,  excites  my  most  lively  anxieties. 
To  the  destiny  of  Cnba  we  are  not  indJfTerent 
Oar  sympathies,  our  partiality  for  free  and  in- 
d^>aident  Governments,  make  ns  not  indiffer- 
ent to  the  condition  of  oar  fellow-men,  the  sab- 
Jeets  of  monarchy;  onder  any  other  cironm- 
stanoe&  and  differently  dtoi^ed,  we  woold  hful 
witit  lueaaorethe  indqwndeuoe of  Cuba;  bnt 
Ibr  reasona,  Mr.  Ohwrnan,  which  yon,  as  a 
Sonthem  man,  /eel^  and  the  nation  know,  I 
■honld  look  upon  that  evenly, as  connected  with 
our  interests  and  with  hnmauity,  as  one  of  the 
gnatost  evils  which,  in  the  existing  state  of 
uiings,  coold  befall  the  Southern  States,  and 
particidarlj  the  State  of  Lonisdana.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  popalation  of  Cuba  to  jastify  my 
fears.  Sir,  do  you  believe  that  if  the  Republics 
c>f  the  Soath  were  to  Quite  to  ud  Cuba  in  her 
independence,  that  its  liberty  would  be  achieved, 
in  p«Ke  and  good  feeling  between  all,  and 
Tithoat  scenes  of  rain,  horror,  and  desolation, 
too  painfbl  to  be  por^^ed  f  Would  not  the 
^gnal  ttx  its  ind«>endenoe  be  the  watchword 
fi>r  another ^feaf  And  how  conld  it  be  re- 
strained !  Where  would  be  the  armed  force  to 
wlboa  the  bloody  torrent? 

Bnt,  let  us  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  the 
independence  of  Cnba  could  be  effected  with- 
out an  attempt  of  a  certain  part  of  its  popula- 
tion to  attain  the  ascendency — is  it  not  reason- 
able for  as  to  suppose  that  part  of  its  popula- 
ti<Ht,  as  in  the  other  South  American  Republics, 
wonld  ail  be  dedared  free ;  and,  if  so,  with  the 
black  population  of  Mexico  on  the  frontier  of 
Louisiana,  and  Bayti  and  Cuba  for  neighbors, 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  Smitbem 
planters!   Sir,  the  very  thoofj^t  of  the  conse- 

anenoes  flowing  from  snch  a  state  of  iJtingB,  ex- 
Ite  feelings  too  heart-rending  to  be  dwelt  upon 
for  one  moment.  I  most  turn  from  them.  To 
prevent  such  a  state  of  things,  and  to  remon- 
strate with  the  South  American  Republics 
against  their  leading  their  ud  to  produce  au 
event  so  filled  with  evil  to  the  Southern  States, 
and  so  shocking  to  humanity,  the  PresidcDt  of 
the  United  States  has  told  as  in  his  Message 
that,  ^'  the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico  ia  of  de^er  import  and  more  imme- 
diate l>eariDg  nptm  thepresent  intraests  and  fti- 
tnre  prospects  of  onr  Union.  The  correspond- 
CDoe  herewith  twiwmitted,  wiU  show  how 
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eamestiy  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
Government.  The  invasion  of  both  those  isl- 
ands, by  the  united  forces  of  Mexico  and  Oo> 
lombia,  is  avowedly  among  the  objects  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  States  it  Panama. 
The  oonvulsiona  to  which,  from  the  peculiar 
composition  of  their  population,  they  would  be 
liable  in  the  event  of  sooh  an  Invadon,  and  the 
dangw  thraefrom  resulting  of  th^  Ailing  nlti- 
mately  into  the  hands  of  some  European  power 
other  than  Spun,  will  not  admit  of  our  lotting 
at  the  consequences  to  which  the  Congress  at 
Panama  may  lead,  with  indifference.  It  ia  on- 
neoessary  to  enlane  upon  this  topic,  or  to  say 
more  than  that  all  oar  efforts  in  reference  to 
this  interest,  will  be  to  preserve  the  existing 
state  of  things :  the  tranquillity  of  the  islands, 
and  the  peace  and  security  of  their  inhabi- 
tants." And  if  the  present  amendment  be 
adopted,  this  very  scbject,  so  interesting  to  the 
South,  will  be  excluded  from  the  mstractions 
of  our  Ministers.  How  can  it  he  expected  that, 
situated  as  I  am,  and  rejnesenting  the  interests  I 
do,  I  would  advocate  an  amendment  oafcndated 
to  do  BO  ^eat  an  ovU  to  my  coiutitoents  f  "So^ 
never.  Were  I  to  do  it,  I  would  be  nnwtntiiy 
of  the  station  I  now  filL 

I  have  been  astonished,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  tiie 
course  of  some  gentiemen  from  the  South,  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress,  (for  I  suppose  I 
can  refer  to  their  speeches  as  matter  of  histo- 
ry,) in  opposing  thU  mission;  Sir,  not  a  voice 
from  the  South  ought  to  be  raised  against  it. 
It  is  suicide  to  do  it.  Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  Ix>uisiana  alone,  of  all  the  Southern  States, 
except  Manland,  in  the  vote  given  in  the  other 
branch  of  uds  L^slatore,  should  have  been  in 
&vor  of  this  mission  ?  Is  it  possible  that  South- 
em  men  so  &r  forget  the  vital  interests  they 
represent,  as  to  overlook  them  for  other  o1>* 
jects  ?  Can  an  opposition  to  the  present  Ad- 
ministration be  BO  prejudiced  as  not  to  see 
that  this  measure,  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, is  for  the  protection  of  onr  Southern  in- 
terests t  NOj  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
overlook  it,  if  they  diveet  themselves  of  all 
pr^udices,  and  oalmfy  lodk  at  the  attitude  of 
affure. 

To  contradict  the  assertions  which  have  gone 
abrcMad  in  the  public  prints  and  otherwise,  and 
have  been  repeated  m  this  Hall,  that,  as  re- 
gards Cnba,  the  Administration  is  friendly  to 
the  views  of  the  South  American  Republios^ 
and  that  this  mission  will  lead  to  this  Govem- 
ment^s  lending  their  aid  in  that  way,  to  do  an 
injury  to  the  Sonthern  interests,  I  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  in  which  he  discloses  his  views 
upon  the  subject,  and  clearly  refutes  the  mo- 
tives attempted  to  be  attributed  to  him,  and 
conclusively  ^ows  that  the  object  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  change 
in  the  condition  of  Cuba,  in  any  manner  wht^ 
soever,  and  thereby  to  protect  our  interests,  in- 
stead of  destroying  them.  His  wwds  are,  and 
I  have  refiumd  to  them  before :  "  Hie  otmTut 
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rions  to  whioh,  from  the  peculiar  compoeitioD 
of  their  popolation,  [aUndia^  to  Caba  and  Porto 
Bico,]  thej  wonid  be  liable  m  the  event  of  snob 
an  invasion,  md  the  danger  therefrom  reemltiog 
of  their  falling  oltimately  into  the  bands  of 
some  European  power,  other  than  Spain,  will 
not  admit  of  oar  looking  at  the  conseqaenoes  to 
vhieh  the  Congress  at  Panama  may  lead,  with 
indifference.  It  ia  nnnecessary  to  enlai^  upon 
this  topic ;  or  to  say  more  than  that  all  onr  ef- 
forts in  reference  to  this  Interest,  fmeai^ng  the 
Bonthem,]  will  be  to  preserve  tlie  existing  state 
<tf  things,  the  tranqnillitj  of  the  islands,  and  the 
peace  and  security  of  their  inhabitants." 

After  this  fair,  manly  exposition  of  the  views 
of  the  Administration,  how  can  gentlemen  mis- 
eonstme  the  real  motives  which  govern  in  this 
case?  I  much  fear,  Mr,  Chairman,  that  the 
impolitic  (^position  made  to  this  mission,  has 
before  this  sealed  the  fate  of  Onba.  It  has  been 
delayed  by  the  veir  interest  which  onght  to 
have  hastened  it.  Two  months  sooner  and  the 
firm  remonstrance  of  our  Government  ag^nst 
sny  intttferenoe  of  the  Bepubliea,  in  tn«  af- 
fidrs  ot  Onba,  mi^t  have  prodaoed  all  the  ben- 
eflcdal  efitocts  we  oonld  hope  for.  If  the  reports 
vehave  lately  received  from  Oampeachy  be 
tme,  of  a  large  force  having  assembled  to  make 
an  attack  on  Onba,  onder  the  direction  of  the 
Bepublics  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  I  fear  the 
patriotic  exertions  of  the  President  to  stay  the 
blow,  will  be  too  late.  If  so,  what  will  or  can 
the  opposers  of  this  wise  and  salutary  measure 
flay,  to  Justify  themselves  to  the  American  peo- 
ple t  Sir,  gentiemen  may  declum  and  fret,  and 
the  opposition  may  resort  to  what  schemes  and 
intrigues  they  please,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Ad- 
ministration upon  this  salgef^  aad  overwhelm 
its  opposers  with  shame  and  eonfrtsion.  Bir, 
the  people  are  not  to  be  driven ;  they  will  fol- 
low their  own  jndgments,  formed  from  sober 
refieotion,  and  the  best  considerations,  for  their 
country's  good.  They  may,  for  a  time,  be  hur- 
ried away  by  the  enthosiasm  of  their  character, 
but  they  soon  return  to  their  t>etter  judgments; 
and  whenever  a  measare,  like  the  present,  is 
calculated  to  promote  their  interests,  to  protect 
the  principles  of  liberty,  upon  which  their  hap- 
py Government  is  founded,  and  to  amdiorate 
the  c<mdition  of  their  fellow-men  throughout 
the  world,  they  will  always  approve  of  it ;  and 
he  who  imdertakei  to  deceive  them,  deceives 
himself. 

Hr.  RivBS  taii  he  was  admonished,  by  every 
consideraticMi  of  a  personal  nature,  to  abetun 
from  any  participation  in  the  present  dlsensalon. 
No  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  himself 
how  little  ability  he  possessed,  at  any  time,  to 
assist  the  deliberations  of  this  Honse,  and  that 
ability,  small  as  it  was  at  all  times,  was  now 
materially  lessened  by  the  effects  of  long-con- 
tinued infirmity.  Nevertheless,  he  was  ni^;ed, 
by  an  impulse  which  be  could  not  renst,  to  say 
something  opon  the  present  occasion.  The 
Dkolives  1^  pnblio  men,  for  the  part  tiiey  ahiJl 
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act  in  reference  to  this  sabjeot,  have  been,  and 
will  be,  drawn  into  question.  While,  on  tbo 
one  hand,  servility  and  subservience  may  be 
attributed  to  those  who  shall  support  the  meas- 
ure, (be  was  not  aware  that  such  an  imputation 
had  been  made,  and  he  was,  certainly,  very  far 
from  making  it  himself)  on  the  other  hand,  we 
know  that  wose  who  cannot  bring  tbeir  minds 
to  approve  it,  in  all  the  latitude  of  its  various 
ol^ectB,  hare  been  accused  of  heang  actuated 
by  ft  qiirit  of  ftotions  oppoaitfon  to  the  presmt 
Administration.  This  consideration  naturally 
made  one  dedrous  of  placing  his  opinions,  and 
the  grounds  of  them,  before  the  worid,  that 
they  might  q>eak  for  themselves,  and  that  it 
might  be  seen  tliat  tfaeiy  have,  at  leaat,  a 
sufficient  foundation.  In  reason,  to  exempt  them 
from  the  sospioion  of  originating  in  personal 
and  nnworthy  motives.  Bnt  this  is  not  all. 
The  subject  it«elf  is  one  of  the  deepest  interest. 
No  question  has  arisen,  in  my  opinion,  said 
Hr.  R.,  since  we  assumed  our  equal  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  not  excepting  the  late 
dedaratton  oi  war  against  Great  Britun,  fearftd 
and  momentooB  as  that  was,  which  invcdves 
more  important  consequences  to  the  peace, 
happiness,  snd  free  political  institutions  <»  this 
country.  The  measure  proposed  is  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  from  the  uniform  and  settled 
policy  pnrsned  by  this  Government  in  times 
past-— a  policy,  in  the  observance  of  which,  we 
have  reaped  the  moat  abundant  fruits  of  pros- 
perity and  honor.  It  seeks  to  iutrodnce  a  new 
system  in  the  conduct  and  adjustment  of  our 
foreign  relations.   While  we  profess  to  coltjvate 

peace,  commerce,  and  honest  fiiend^ip,"with 
all  nations,  this  system  proposes  to  connect  na, 
by  ties  of  a  more  intimate  and  fraternal  charac- 
ter, with  the  nations  d  one-half  of  the  globe, 
hj  whioh  we  ere  to  be  segregated  from,  and, 
in  a  maimer,  arrayed  against,  those  of  the  other 
half;  by  whioh  we  are  to  make  common  cause 
with  the  former,  in  the  defwce  of  their  new- 
bom,  and  yet  precarious  independence ;  and,  in 
short,  to  identify  our  interests,  and  unite  our 
destinies,  with  theirs. 

If  this  be  the  true  character  of  the  measure 
now  under  consideration,  and,  in  my  conscienoe, 
I  most  solemnly  believe  that  it  is,  it  becomes  as 
to  weigh  it  well  before  we  ^ve  It  the  irrevocable 
sanction  of  our  votes  in  this  Halt.  That  we 
have  the  right  thus  freely  to  deliberate  upon  it, 
has  not  yet  been  openly  questioned,  in  the 
progress  of  tiiis  diseoBdon ;  but  the  idea  has 
been  suggested,  In  oonrasation,  that,  as  the 
oonstitation  has  confided  to  the  President  and 
Senate  the  power  of  making  appointments,  and 
as  Ministers  to  Panama  have  been  appointed  by 
them,  we  have  no  longer  any  discretion  npcm 
the  subject,  bnt  are  bound  to  make  the  ^>pn>- 
priations  necessary  for  defraying  the  expenses 
o!  the  mission.  Such,  sir,  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  Preddent  himself,  who  has  shown  no 
disposition  to  concede,  with  too  much  fiuiility, 
powers  to  other  departments  of  the  Govem- 
mnrt^  in  derogation  of  his  own.    In  hia 
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Keasage,  both  to  this  Baasa  and  the  Beiutte,  he 
gabmits  the  subject  to  the  '*  free  determination" 
^  tbe  L^islature.  Neither  was  this  Uie  doc- 
trine of  *this  HoQse,  in  '96,  when  these  seats 
were  filled  with  some  of  the  wisest  men  who 
have  adorned  any  portion  of  oar  annals.  On 
that  occasion^  the  House  of  RepresentativeB,  in 
a  ninch  more  donbtfhl  case — ^in  the  case  of  s 
tre^  which  had  been  dal;^  ratified — affirmed 
tbeir  right,  in  the  freest  and  fullest  manner,  to 
grant  ot  withhoU  an  appropriation  of  money, 
or  any  other  act  necessary  to  carry  tbe  treaty 
Into  ^foot  A  treaty  is  a  mutual  and  st^emn 
contract,  between  two  parties ;  and,  when  it 
has  been  oonsnmmated,  with  all  the  forms 
tvesoribed  by  the  offlutitntion,  there  is  plansi- 
ulity,  at  least,  in  contending  that  it  binds  the 
£iith  of  the  nation,  and  is  obligatory  upon  all 
the  aathorities  of  the  Government.  Bnt  the 
■I^Dtment  of  Ministers  is  an  act  confined  to 
one  party  only,  inferring  no  obligation  to  any 
other ;  and  there  can  be  no  ground  for  saying 
that  the  futh  of  the  nation  is  pledged  b^  it. 
Bnt,  dr,  why  need  I  dwell  upon  this  oUectionI 
Hare  we  been  engaged  in  a  solemn  aroe  for 
tte  hut  two  moiMMl  Wherefore  have  we 
imeated  call  after  call  upon  the  ExeoutiTe,  for 
mbmiatlon,  and  recaTed  from  the  Executive 
eommnnioation  after  ocmunnnication,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  sabjeot,  if  not  to  enable  as  to 
decide  whether  we  would  or  would  not  grant 
the  appropriation  which  has  been  asked  of  ns  ? 
Did  it  need  all  this  pr^>aration  to  qualify  ua 
for  an  act  which  we  were  bound,  in  any  event, 
to  perform  ?  Was  it  proper,  on  Uie  one  part,  to 
lak,  or,  on  the  other,  to  ^ve,  so  much  light,  if 
we  were  compelled,  blindly  and  impliciuy,  to 
MQCtion  the  measure  proposed  ( 

In  deciding  the  question  sabmitted  to  ns, 
thw,  we  moat  disaUsa  all  eztraneons  otnuidera- 
ticna,  and  look  exotodTely  to  tbe  intrinsic  merits 
cf  the  measure  itself|  or,  In  other  words,  to  the 
divacter  of  the  objects  proposed  to  be  ac- 
oomplished  by  it  So  many  and  such  various 
oljflcts  have  been  snggeste^  as  the  motives  of 
mtii  extraordinaiT  measure,  that  the  mind  is 
hevildered  and  lost  in  confusion,  amid  their 
Ddltiplioity ;  and  it  is  ezceedlagly  difficult  to 
fix  the  attention  long  enough  upon  any  one  of 
them,  to  estimate  its  precise  bearing  on  the 
poeral  proportion.  Bat,  in  reviewing  them 
again  and  agiun,  my  attention  has  been  forcibly 
iRMted  by  two,  a  oharaoter  ao  portentoQs 
to  the  peace  and  happineea  of  the  conntry, 
that,  wen  all  the  rest  not  only  Innocent  ana 
mA,  bnt  in  the  highest  degree  nsefid  and  im- 
pntant,  I  could  not  lend  my  concurrence  to 
the  measnre,  while  thejf  oontinned  to  be  em- 
1»aoed  within  its  scope.  The  two  ol^ects 
a&nded  to,  are  resistaaee  to  tbe  interforence  of 
any  tiiird  power  in  the  qnarrel  between  Spain 
aad  her  kte  otdonies,  and  oppoution  to  all 
ftttore  colonization  on  either  continent  of 
America.  So  general  seems  to  be  tbe  impres- 
rioa  of  the  danger  and  inexpediency  of  commit- 
Hmf  ovselTea,  in  relation  to  these  topics,  that 
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the  consideration  of  the  pro|»iety  of  tbe  m!»- 
n<m  to  Panama,  with  a  large  majority  of  per- 
sona, has  assumed  the  shape  of  an  inquiry 
whether  we  are  likely  to  he  ao  eommitUd—^t 
vhethtr  we  ought  to  he.  Borne  of  the  friends  of 
the  misdon  eamestiy  deny  that  there  is  any 
reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  committed 
upon  these  topics,  by  any  thing  prop(»ed  to  be 
done  at  Panama,  while  others,  who  have  more 
carefolhr  explored  tiie  eridenoe^  observe  a  dis- 
creet silenoe  m>on  the  sul^eot.  Although  these 
topics  evident^  craistitoted  the  ori^nal  indnoe- 
ment,  tbe  prktram  mobile  of  tlie  invitation 
givwi  08  to  attend  tbe  Ckingress  at  Panama, 
yet,  in  the  elaborate  report  of  tbe  Committee  m 
foreign  Relations,  there  is  not  tbe  sli{^teat  ^n* 
sion  to  them.  In  the  Uessage  of  the  President, 
although  alluded  to,  they  are  overlaid  and  smoth- 
ered  by  other  matter ;  and  there  is  a  manit^ 
thynen  in  approaching  .them,  on  this  floor. 

How  it  has  happened  that  these  objects, 
which  (Higinally  stxx>d  in  the  front  of  tbe  pio- 
tnre,  have  been  thus  sliifted  to  the  back- 
ground, where  they  are  almost  lost  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  distance,  it  is  not  for  me  to  ex- 
plun;  but,  believing  that  they  are  all-impor- 
tant in  saving  its  tme  oharaoter  and  expresnon 
to  thepUee,  I  shall  bring  than  forward,  in  flail 
relief,  to  their  proper  position  npon  the  canvas. 
I  shall  nndert&ke  to  prove,  &om  an  examina- 
tion of  the  documents  in  onr  possession,  that, 
if  ITmisters  are  sent  to  the  Congress  at  Pansr 
ma,  onr  Government  is  committed  to  take  part 
in  its  deliberations,  relating  to  these  objeeta — 
that  tbey  are  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  ob- 
jects, in  which  oar  participation  was  sought^ 
by  the  6tat^  who  invited  our  attendance — and 
that  the  result  of  our  participation  in  them  will 
most  probably  be  the  adoption  of  measures  en- 
dangering the  fatore  peace  ot  the  oonntoy.  In 
the  proseootion  of  this  plan,  it  will  be  bende 
my  purpose  to  inquire  how  fkr  a  Congress, 
which  has  the  power  to  '*fix"  and  "deter- 
mine "  the  respective  nulitary  and  naval  con- 
tingents, or  their  eqnivalents,  which  are  to  be 
furnished  by  parties  engaged  in  a  common  war, 
which  has,  too,  the  farther  power  of  "inter- 
preting the  treaties  that  may  be  made,  and  of 
"arbitrating  the  differences"  that  may  arise 
among  those  parties,  can  be  justly  denominated 
a  diplomaPus  meeting^  or  a  eontultatite  hody^ 
merely.  Whether  the  Congress  be  sovereign 
or  consultative,  legislative  or  diplomatic,  still 
the  objects  I  have  indicated  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  it,  and  in  a  manner  exporiug  tbe  peace 
of  the  nation  to  the  most  serious  hazards.  Nw 
shall  I  inqujre  how  far  it  is  consistent  with  onr 

Srofessiooa  of  nentrality,  in  the  existing  war 
etween  Spain  and  her  late  colonies,  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  a  Congress,  which 
has  evidentiy  grown  out  fA  the  extgertciet  of 
that  war,  and  the  avowed  and  leading  object  of 
which  is  to  combine  tbe  resources,  and  to  unite 
the  efforts  of  the  belligerents  on  one  side,  tn  a 
more  vigorous  pro$ecution  ^  it — a  Congress, 
toOf  wluwe  ooeadwal  secret  tatHa^  as  th«y 
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wold  afford  a  onLTeoient  cover  tat  our  partid- 
pation  in  its  hostile  deliberatioiuL  mi^nt  weU 
excite  anspii^oiis  as  to  the  gooa-  Mth  with 
which  we  ohserred  oar  declaration,  not  to 
share  in  its  counsels  of  that  character.  I  shall 
also  forbear  to  oonaider  any  d  the  varions  ob- 
jects, other  than  those  I  have  already'  referred 
to,  which  have  been  suggested  as  proper  for 
onr  joint  consultations,  id  the  Oongress  of  Pan- 
ama. All  those  objects,  in  mj  opinion,  have 
been  shown  to  be  nseless,  impertiDeo^  mis- 
ohievons,  impracticable,  or  attainable,  with 
equal  advant^e,  in  the  nsnal  mode  of  diplo- 
matic ne^tiation.  It  will  be  sofficieut  for  my 
purpose,  if  I  estaUish  the  propocdtiona  I  have 
undertaken  to  maintain,  &i  relation  to  the  two 
promineiU  oltjeett  (so  Car  as  we  are  oonoenied) 
of  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  found  in  the  means 
of  retitting  the  interference  of  any  third 
power,  in  the  war  between  Sptdn  imd  the 
8oathem  Bepablics,  and  the  mode  of  oppo^g 
oolonixation  on  either  continent  of  America. 

My  first  proposition  is,  that,  if  we  send  Min- 
isters to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  onr  Govern- 
ment stands  committed  to  take  part  in  its  delib- 
erations relating  to  these  objects.  Now,  sir,  to 
determine  this  point,  let  us  refer  to  the  terms 
of  the  invitation,  addressed  to  as,  and  the  terms 
of  its  acceptance.  It  will  be  recollected  the 
committee,  that  the  Ministm  <tf  Hexioo  and 
Colombia,  lastly  doabting  how  tax  it  would 
consist  witL  the  policy  heretofore  pursued  by 
our  Government,  to  accept  an  Invitation  to  the 
Oongress  at  Panama,  previously  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  know  whether  "  it  would 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  United  States  to  re- 
ceive such  an  invitation."  The  delicacy  which 
marked  the  conduct  of  these  Ministers  is  highly 
honorable  to  them.  Their  object  was  to  leave 
us  uTiemharrasted  by  the  consideration  of  the 
wishes  or  feelings  of  their  Governments,  and 
in  a  condition  <tf  perfect  freedom,  to  decide  so- 
cording  to  OUT  own  timu  «ur  own  tntonste. 
The  Seweta^  of  State  informed  them  that  the 
Preudeot  beUeved  that  the  proposed  Oongress 
might  be  highly  aseful  in  several  respects,  but 
thought  it  expedient  to  at^Jnst  beforehand  cer- 
tain preliminary  points,  such  as  *'  the  mijeeta  to 
wAicA  the  attention  of  the  Congreu  viae  to  be 
directed,"  and  some  other  matters  of  a  similar 
character;  and  added,  that,  if  these  points 
ooold  be  arranged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States,  the  President  would  be  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  proffered  invitations.  For 
the  pan)08e  of  satisfyinf  this  requisition,  more 
partacuurly  as  it  regarded  the  subjects  of  de- 
libe ration  in  the  proposed  Congress,  the  Mexi- 
can and  OolomlHaia  lIKnisten  addressed  to  Mr. 
Clay  their  respective  lettera  of  the  2d  and  8d 
of  November.  What,  sir,  does  tJie  Mexican 
Minister  say  i  The  following  extract  from  his 
letter  will  show:  "The  Government  of  the 
eabscriber  never  supposed  nor  desired,  that  the 
United  States  of  America  wonld  take  part  in 
the  Congress  about  to  be  held,  in  other  matters 
than  thMe  which,  from  tiwir  nature  and  im- 


portance,  the  late  Administration  pointed  out 
and  oharaeterized  as  beang  <^  ffoimtU  4ntormt 
to  the  Oontinmt:  for  wbim  reason,  one  of  the 
subjects  which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Oo^irees,  will  be  the  reeietanee  or  <^i>ositioo 
to  w»  interference  of  any  neutral  nation,  in 
the  question  and  war  of  independence,  between 
the  new  powers  of  the  Continent  and  Spain. 
The  GovHiunent  of  the  undersigned  apprehends, 
that,  as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  accord  om 
to  retietanee,  it  behooves  them  to  discoss  the 
means  of  giving  to  that  resistance  all  possible 
force,  that  the  evil  may  be  met,  if  it  cannot  be 
avoided ;  and  the  oalj  means  of  accomplishing 
this  ol^eet  is,     a  previous  oonoert  aa  to  the 
mods  m  wMtm  each  of  them  diaU  lend  its 
oipen^xM :  fbr,  otherwise,  reristanoe  would  op- 
erate but  partially,  and  in  a  manner  much  le« 
certain  and  effective.   The  opporation  to  colo- 
nization in  America,  by  the  JEoropean  powers, 
will  be  another  of  the  questions  which  may  be 
discussed,  and  which  is  in  like  predicameirt 
with  the  for^^ing.   After  these  two  prine^ial 
subject),  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  may  be  occupied  upon  oth- 
ers, to  which  the  existence  of  the  new  States 
may  give  rise;  and  which  it  is  not  easry  to 
point  out  or  enumerate ;  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  will 
give  instructions,  and  ample  powen  to  its  onn- 
mismoners,  and  it  trusta  that  those  froin  the 
other  powers  may  bear  the  same."  And 
again :  **  To  which  end,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  tenor  of  the  eonversati(Hia  held  with  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  the  underwrittoi 
Minister  Flen^tentiary  invites  this  Govern- 
ment to  send  Representatives  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  with  authorities  as  aforesaid,  and 
with  express  instructions  in  their  credentials 
upon  the  two  principal  queetiona;  in  which 
step  he  is  likewise  joined  by  the  Ministw  of 
Colombia,  and  with  which  he  trusts  he  has  ful- 
filled all  that  was  stipulated  to  this  end." 
Now,  sir,  let  us  see  the  language  of  Mr.  Clip's 
answer.  He  a^  "  The  nesident  has  tiioe- 
fore  resolved,  should  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  now  expected  to  assemble  in  a  ts9 
days,  give  their  advice  ud  consent,  to  send 
commissioners  to  the  Oongrees  <A  Panama. 
Whilst  they  will  not  be  authorized  to  enter 
upon  any  deliberations,  or  to  concur  in  any 
acts,  inconsistent  with  the  jmswnt  neutral  posi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  its  obligationa 
they  will  be  faiWj  empowered  and  instncted 
upon  all  questions  likely  to  arise  in  the  Con- 
gress on  avijeoU  in  toAtoA  th«  na«0M  ^  Jmor- 
tea  have  a  common  intereet.^^ 

My  next  proportion  is,  that  Hiese  subjeoti, 
however,  or  for  whatever  reason  they  may 
have  been  kept  out  of  sight  recently,  are  tw 
prineipal,  if  not  the  only  suljeets  in  whioi 
our  iHulicipation  was  desired  by  the  States 
who  invited  onr  attendance  at  the  Congress 
Panama.  In  the  extract  I  have  already  read 
to  the  committee,  from  the  letter  of  the  Mexl- 
can  Ministw,  he  exjfntAj  atyks  them  tb* 
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**  two  frmeipeU  snbjeots  "  for  oonsnltation  with 
tiM  XlDited  States;  aod  indeed  they  are  the 
mtj/  eabjects  specified  hj  him.  It  is  trae  that 
the  Colombian  Ifinister  snggeeta,  in  a  loose  and 
goieral  way,  some  other  subjects,  which  mi^t 
eogige  the  attention  of  the  United  Ststea  in 
the  Congreea  of  Panama.  Bat  be  dwells  on 
tiMM  two  with  partionlar  and  emphatic  ear- 
■HttMsa,  as  points  neat  intnest,"  and 
*'of  immediate  ntili^  to  the  Ameriean  States 
tint  ore  at  war  with  Bpafai,"  and  Btnmgly  ap- 
dmIs  to  the  ccM^ration  of  this  GoTemment 
ID  relstion  to  them. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  there  is 
•very  reason  to  believe,  from  what  has  already 
pwwd  between  onr  Government  and  the  ^>an- 
m  Amorican  States,  that  the  result  of  oar  par- 
tidpstion  in  these  sabjects  at  the  Congress  of 
Fuuuna,  will  be  the  adoption  of  meaeuree  en- 
daogering  the  fatore  peace  of  the  conntxy.  Sir, 
the  prineipls  of  redstance  by  force  is  already 
ureed  apon.  Nothing  remains  but  to  a^Jtut 
tbsilttow  eonnected  inth  its  exeootuMi,  and  to 
flooaommate  the  rtadentanding  which  has 
•beady  talmi  place  by  entering  into  a  /ormoi 
waatf.  In  uie  very  pregnant  extract  teom 
tin  letter  of  the  Mexican  MiDister,  to  which  I 
bave  already  had  occasion  twice  to  refer,  be 
taya,  "  as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  aeoord 
M  to  rmttanee,"  it  behooves  them  "  to  discoas 
the  means  of  (pving  to  that  remtanee  all  possi- 
Ul/mtfj"  and  to  determine  by  a  "previons 
concert,  in  what  mode  each  party  is  to  lend  its 

00-  operation and  we  are  invited  to  the  Con- 
grass  at  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
Hpon  tills  "discQsrion,"  and  arranging  the 
terms  of  this  '*  concert,"  or  system  of  oo- 
opcntioiL"  Now  let  na  Bee  what  the  Oolom- 
bm  iKwVffr  says :  "  The  maimer  in  whioh  all 
cidMization  of  Ennmean  powers  on  the  Amer- 
iesn  Continent  shall  be  n^^ei^  and  thcto  inter- 
ferenoe  in  tiie  present  contest  between  Spain 
and  her  former  ooloniea  prevented,  are  other 
pmts  of  grtat  inUreit.  Were  it  proper,  an 
sreutnal  aUianoe,  in  case  these  events  shonld 
oeonr,  which  is  within  the  range  of  possibili- 
ties, and  the  treaty,  of  whioh  do  nse  shonld  be 
B^e  uitil  the  eaaiua  fcuLerit  shonld  happen,  to 
lemain  secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  prema- 
toie,  a  convMition  bo  anticipated  would  be  dif- 
femit  means  to  secure  the  same  end  of  pre- 
wttiu  fiM«ign  influence.   This  is  a  matter  of 

1—  aftito  to  the  Ameriean  States  that 
in  at  var  witSi  ^>ain,  and  ia  tn  aeeordoMe 

Hie  repeated  deelaratiotu  and  protettt  of 
tt«  CabiMt  at  Wcuhiafften.  The  conferences 
held  on  this  snbject  being  confidential,  would 
increaae  mutual  Mend^p,  and  promote  the 
K^ective  intraests  of  the  parties."  The  Seo- 
leUry  of  State,  in  bis  answer  to  these  letters, 
does  not  express  any  ditient  from  the  propom- 
liooa  or  statements  contained  in  them;  from 
which  I  will  not  argue,  althoogh  I  might  do  so 
with  great  j>Ja«stMfiUy,  that  he  is  to  be  connd- 
tted  as  ammting  to  the  partioolar  meafure  of 
|»%>^g«sted  iiitlw«xtr«ct  Iwtnad.  But 


[H. »  B. 

this  I  do  contend  for :  that,  so  far  as  those  let- 
ters undertake  to  state  tnatten  of  fact,  the 
omission  of  the  Secretary  to  qualify  or  deny,  is 
a  full  admimon  of  them.  It  is  a  rule  of  famil- 
iar application,  in  the  investigation  of  evidence, 
iu  private  controverdes,  uiat  whatever  is 
affirmed  by  am  party,  in  the  presence  of  the 
other,  and  not  denied,  ia  oonridered  as  admitted 
by  the  latter,  and  has  all  the  effect  o(  t^pontiiM 
twil^wjm  against  him.  Now,  what  is  this 
case?  The  Mexican  MiidBter  says,  in  hit  letter 
to  Ifr.  day,  "  The  powers  of  America,"  fin- 
dnding  the  United  States,  of  course,)  '*  are  qf 
accord  as  to  rttittanee.'"  The  Colombian  Miu* 
ister,  after  sufj^gesting  a  particular  measure,  to 
secure  the  jomt  efiiirts  of  the  parties  in  this 
retittanes^  says :  "  This  is  in  aecordanee  with 
ths  repetited  deolarationt  and  protett*  of  th« 
Cabinet  at  WasMagtohy  Mr.  Clay  does  not 
gainsay  either  of  these  assertions,  and  does, 
therefore,  in  effect,  admit  them  to  be  true. 

But,  mr,  we  have  direct  and  positive  evidence 
upon  this  Biib|eot,  under  the  hand  (tf  the  Sec- 
retary himself.  In  our  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  the  Spanish  American  States,  he  baa 
traUed  and  Add  out  to  Uiem  oertidn  vague  and 
oracular  expressions,  in  a  Message  of  the  late 
President,  as  &pled{fe,  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  not  to  pormit  any  interference  <^  the 
Eoropeon  powers  in  the  war  between  them  and 
the  mother  country.  When,  daring  the  last 
summer,  a  French  fieet  i^peared  in  tbe  West 
Indies,  with  tbe  supposed  design  of  taking  pos- 
session of  the  idan(U  of  Onba  and  Porto  Rico, 
and  an  appeal  was  made  to  us  by  those  States 
to  interpose  in  their  behalf,  Mr.  Clay  recurred 
to  this  "  memort^le  pledge,"  as  he  expressly 
calls  it,  and  in  fulfilment  and  practical  reoogni- 
tion  of  it  as  a  pledge  in  fact,  he  wrote  to  Mr, 
Brown,  our  Minister  to  France,  instructing  him 
to  say  to  that  Government,  that  we  "  could  not 
eonamt  to  the  oooupation  of  those  islands  by 
any  £nn^>ean  power  other  than  Spun,  under 
any  contingency  whatever."  He  afterwards 
communicated  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  our  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  author- 
iud  him  to  read  it  to  the  fanetionariee  of  that 
Oovemment  aa  an  interpretation  of  our  policy 
towards  the  States  of  Spanish  America,  and 
" ioAat  tee  vMre^repared  to  do"  m  their  bebal£ 
If  this  proceedmg  does  not  eonmit  the  £3»cn- 
tive  of  the  United  States,  ^so  £ur  as  <A«y  have 
power  to  decide  the  question,)  to  tbe  point  of 
rMjftofwstf,  upon  the  happening  of  a  certain 
event,  I  am  utterly  at  a  toss  to  conceive  what  * 
could  have  such  an  effect. 

We  have  heretofore  seen  that  our  Minister  to 
Mexico,  acting  under  tbe  authority  o^  and  in 
presumed  obwience  to,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
had  stated  to  that  Government  "  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  pledged  themselves  not  to  permit 
any  third  power  to  interfere  either  with  the 
indqwndence  or  form  of  Government  of  the 
new  States."  But  we  are  now  told  by  the  Sec- 
retary, that  the  *'  United  States  have  made  no 
radi  pledge    (v,  an  he  e^laiiia  hlms^  havft 
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" eontra^ed no mffoffgmmit^  to &eittXtec^  Bar^ 
I  never  supposed  that  aoy  treaty  bad  been  en- 
tered into  with  t^ese  States,  hy  which  we  were 
bonad  to  maintain  their  independence;  and 
this  is  ^  that  the  assertion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  amonnts  to.  It  does  not  contradict  the 
ides  that  official  deelaratiotu  have  been  made, 
aad/ormatamuraneea  of  tupport  givea  to  these 
Governmenta  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  examine 
the  documents  tjefore  ns  with  an  impartial  eye, 
and  disguise  from  himself  the  fact,  that  it  is  a 
thing  perfectly  understood  and  agreed  between 
the  diplomatic  functionaries  of  this  and  the 
Spanish  American  GoremmentSj  tiiat  all  Amer- 
iaa<is  to  make  a  common  mum  u  mrintrining, 
by  foret^^  tb«  doctrines  of  a  new  pnblio  code, 
which  lix.  Olay  (feeling  that  new  tilings  re- 
quire new  names)  calls  *'  intercontinental,"  not 
mtemataonal,  "law;"  and  the  pnrpose  for 
which  we  are  summoned  to  the  Congress  of 
Panama,  is,  to  carry  this  understanding  into 
effect,  by  entering  into  formal  conventional 
stipulations  apon  the  subject.  Now,  sir,  let  us 
inquire  what  will  probably  be  the  nature  and 
effect  of  these  stipnlations,  as  regards  the  Unit- 
ed States.  We  have  seen  that  one  of  the 
Spanish  American  Ministers  has  suggested  an 
"  eventual  alliance,  to  t>e  kept  secret  until  the 
camt  feaderit  occurs,'*  as  proper  to  be  adopted. 
Another,  without  pointing  out  any  particular 
form  of  agreement,  insists,  in  general,  upon  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  "previous  con- 
cert," or  plan  of  "  oo-operation.''  Let  us  now 
see  what  are  the  views  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment upon  tliis.subject;  and,  for  that  purpose, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  committee  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  Honse.  He  says :  "  The  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  his  Message  to 
Congress  of  the  2d  of  December,  1828,  while 
announciug  the  negotiation  then  pendiug  with 
Russia,  rektiug  t«  the  northwest  coast  of  tiliia 
continent^  observed,  that  the  occasion  of  the 
discusdon  .to  which  that  incident  had  given 
rise,  had  been  taksa.  for  asserting  as  a  princi- 
iile,  in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
tJnited  States  were  involved,  that  the  Ameri- 
can continents,  by  the  free  and  independent 
condition  which  they  had  assumed  and  main- 
tained, were,  thenceforward,  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  fatnre  colonization,  by  any 
European  power.  The  principle  had  first  been 
assumed  in  the  negotiation  with  Russia.  It 
'  rested  upon  a  course  of  reasoning  equally  sim- 
ple and  conclusive.  With  the  exception  of  the 
existing  European  colonies,  which  it  was  in  no- 
wise intended  to  disturb,  the  two  continents 
consisted  of  serertd  soverdgn  and  independ«it 
nations,  tohm  terntoriw  covered  tKevr  vhole 
turfaee.  By  this,  their  independent  condition, 
the  United  States  enjoyed  the  right  of  commcr- 
ehd  intercourse  with  every  part  of  their  pos- 
sessions. To  attempt  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  in  tiiose  posaesdcma,  would  be  to  usnrp, 
to  the  endnaioik  of  otbens  a  oamaenM  iutw- 
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course  which  was  the  common  posaeasion  ai 
aU.  It  could  not  be  done  without  encroaching 
upon  ejdstii^  rights  of  the  United  States.  The 
Glovemment  of  RnsBoa  has  never  disputed  tlxeae 
positions,  nor  mamfested  the  slightest  dissstds- 
faction  at  their  having  been  taken.  Host  oi 
the  new  American  Republics  have  declared 
their  entire  aseeont  to  them ;  and  they  now  pro- 
pose, among  the  subjects  of  consultation  at 
Panama,  to  take  into  oonsiderataon  the  means 
of  making  effectual  the  assertion  of  that  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  means  of  resisting  int^er* 
ence  from  abroad,  with  the  dtnuestio  oonoerna 
of  the  American  GoTwnmwts.  In  alluding  to 
these  means,  it  would  obvioudy  be  prematun 
at  tbis  time  to  anticipate  that  whidi  la  oflfmd 
m&Nilj  as  matt«r  for  consultation ;  or  to  pro- 
notmoe  upon  those  measures  which  have  been 
or  may  be  suggested.  The  pnrpose  of  this 
Government  is,  to  ooncnr  in  none  which  would 
import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  jnstiy  excito  re- 
sentment in  any  of  her  States.  Should  it  be 
advisable  to  contract  any  convention^  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  our  views  would  extend  no 
further  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  o£  the  partiea 
to  the  compact  to  maintain  the  principle  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territoiT,  and  to  permit  no 
colonial  lodgements  or  establishment  of  Enro- 
pean  JoriedfetioD  vcpoa  its  own  ami ;  and,  with 
respect  to  tJie  ootrusiTe  interference  from 
abroad,  if  its  fliture  character  may  be  inferred 
from  that  which  has  been,  and  peihaps  stilMa 
exerouBed  in  more  than  one  of  tae  new  Statea^ 
a  jouit  dedaration  of  its  character,  and  expo- 
sure of  it  to  the  worid,  may  be  OTobably  all 
that  tiie  oooaaion  wonid  reqidre.  Whether  the 
United  States  should  or  shoidd  not  be  partiea 
to  such  a  dedaration,  may  Justly  form  a  part  d 
the  deliberation.  Tiiat  there  is  an  evil  to  be 
remedied,  needs  little  insight  into  the  secret  his- 
tory of  late  years  to  know,  and  that  this  rensedy 
may  best  be  concerted  at  tiie  Panama  meeting, 
deserves  at  least  the  experiment  of  eoD^wa- 
Hon." 

Let  us  now  see  what  he  suggests,  in  refar- 
enoe  to  the  subject  of  interf^areDoe  from  abroat^ 
with  the  ^airs  of  Spanish  America.  "  A  joint 
declaration  of  its  character,  and  etepotttre  ofjt 
to  tha  toorld,  may  be  prdbwly  all  that  the  oc- 
casion would  require.''  The  nature  wd  effect 
of  this  proposition  deserves  to  be  profound^ 
considered.  Should  the  Untied  States  concur 
in  such  a  declaration,  in  what  situation  would 
the  nation  then  stand?  Would  they  not  be 
committed  to  support  it  by  force  f  A  declarar* 
tion  of  the  sort  proposed,  is  no  idle  vaunt,  w 
parade  of  vjorde  merely.  It  is  a  solemn  appeal 
to  the  wrld^  upon  the  justice  of  the  causa 
which  the  parties  have  espoused,  and  Impliee  a 
firm  detmnination  to  support  it  with  aU  th^ 
energies.  How  would  we,  the  wor-majHfy 
power  of  the  Government^  stand,  in  relation  to 
the  subject  f  We  are  apprised,  beforehand,  hf 
the  Executive,  that  such  a  declaration  is  Bsmam 
the  objects  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  and  wito 
this  knowledge,  we  give  an  wywfjjtoflf  aaM> 
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tion  to  tbe  misaioti.  The  proposed  declaration 
goes  forUi  to  the  vorld,  and  is  not  heeded  by 
the  powers  on  whom  it  is  intended  to  operate. 
Vaier  these  cirenmstances,  would  the  honor  of 
tie  nmlion  admit  of  any  retreat  for  ns  t  In 
■hort,  sir,  is  not  the  declaration  proposed  a 
mmdituMolt  or,  to  use  more  dipl(Hnatio  phrase- 
ology, a  pro9i$ional  dedaraHcn  ^vmr.  to  take 
•ffecA  whouoever  a  certain  eTcoit  diall  occnr  f 
If  00^  I  ask,  is  the  mind  of  this  nation  JbtaUy 
mads  «ji  to  go  to  war  for  the  independence  of 
^Miah  America  ?  No  g^tleman,  I  presome, 
mU  say  so.  Bnt  even  if  it  were,  why  should 
we  proclaim  this  determination  o^or^iand^  in 
mch  a  manner  as  to  preclade  onrsdves  from 
the  benefit  of  foil  and  free  deliberation,  in  re- 
gard to  every  circumstance  of  expediene)/,  as 
wdl  88  justice^  which  ought  to  inflnenoe  om- 
dedaioii,  when  the  occasioQ  may  arriref 

But,  it  may  be  sud  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  the  interference,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed thus  to  denotmoe  to  the  world.  If  this 
M  so,  then  I  say  the  denmidatiui  la  a  q>edes 
of  ftracodo,  which  it  doea  not  become  the  dig- 
in^  oi  this  nation  to  engage  in.  If  otherwise, 
we  should  pause,  before  we  assmne  upon  oor- 
■dves  the  fearful  responsibilities  it  may  involve. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  communication 
lately  made  to  this  House,  tells  us,  "  that  ap- 
prelmiMons  of  interference  have  ceased but, 
OD  the  other  hand,  the  President,  in  the  por- 
tioa  of  hia  Message  which  I  have  read  to  the 
committee,  speaking  of  the  same  matter,  says, 
**that  there  w  an  etil  to  be  remedied,  needs 
Kttle  innght  into  the  secret  history  of  late 
yeara  to  Imow ;  and  that  this  rmiudg.  vaj  best 
be  ooooerted  at  the  Panama  meeting,  deeerves 
at  least  the  oxneiiment  of  conrideration."  The 
MbaistMr  Outnnl^  strongly  corrobontea  this 
intimation  of  the  Prenden^  and  expresses  a 
iQfqHci^m  that  a  covert  interference  has  already 
taken  place.  In  a  letter  of  the  80th  of  Decem- 
ber la^  addressed  by  him  to  Mr.  Olay,  he  says: 
**  Spun,  in  spite  of  her  nullity,  does  not  cease 
in  her  efforts  to  augment  the  army  of  America, 
80  far  as  to  induce  us  to  suspect  that  a  foreign 
hand  afford*  thete  aid*,  which  are  by  no  means 
in  harmony  with  the  scantiness  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  Peninsula."  Now,  sir,  if  we  are 
to  commit  ourselves  to  go  to  war  on  behalf  of 
flie  States  of  Spanish  Amerioa^  in  die  event  of 
faterferenoe  of  a  third  power  in  the  qnarrel  be- 
tween them  and  Spain,  the  obligation  will  de- 
pend, I  presnme,  npon  the  and  not  upon 
tb« ybrm,  of  intuference.  Whether  that  inter- 
fernioe  be  by  openly  sending  fleets  and  armies, 
to  fi^t  the  battles  of  Spain,  or  by  secretly  fur- 
xiihing  the  means  with  which  those  fleets  and 
anoies  are  procured  and  supported,  the  iqjury 
to  our  Soathem  fHends  will  be  the  same,  and 
the  obligation  upon  ua,  to  repel  it,  will  conse- 
^ently  be  the  same. 

But,  edr,  seeing  the  dangerous  extent  of  the 
MNUeqnences  involved  in  these  measures  sng- 
gasted  hj  Uie  President,  it  may  be  said,  he  does 
autnprMB  a  fMUke  opaioa  ^atUuy 
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or  will  be  adopted  at  the  Congress  of  Panama. 
Sir,  they  are  evidentiy  brought  forward  as  the 
result  of  previous  deliberation,  and  seem  to  be 
offered  as  mbatUuta  for  the  projects  which  had 
been  presented  by  the  Spanish  American  Min- 
isters. They  must,  therefore,  have  been  duly 
weighed ;  and,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  the 
Pre^dent  wonld  not  have  saggested  them  at 
all,  if  he  had  not  bew  prepared,  on  his  part, 
for  their  adoption,  or  at  least  thought  them  ea- 
titled  to  the  most/ofwodla  Mmn^mifioft.  That 
the  Prefddent  has  made  up  his  mind  to  concur 
in  these,  or  other  measures,  of  an  equivalent 
character,  is  farther  manifested  by  a  subsequent 
part  of  b^  Message,  in  which  he  labors  to  show 
that  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  to 
'*  have,  with  forei^  nations,  as  little  political 
connection  as  possible,"  is  inapi>lieaile  to  our 
relations  with  the  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
Why  should  the  Preudent  have  made  this  at- 
tempt— (how  he  has  succeeded  in  it,  I  hope 
hereafter  to  show)— unless  his  oldect  was  to 
form,  with  the  natioos  alluded  to,  those  "poUt- 
oal  ctmitections,"  af^inst  which  the  advice  of 
Washington  was  directed  I 

But  a  qvietut  is  found  for  all  our  appreh^* 
sions,  in  the  assaranoes  of  the  Fresidl^t,  that 
"  no  alliances  will  be  contracted,"  and,  in  gen- 
eral, that  "  notiiing  will  be  done  incompatible 
with  our  neutrality,"  or  "importing  hostility 
to  Europe."  Sir,  many  things  may  be  done 
which  would  commit  the  future  peace  of  this 
oonntry,  and  yet  not  amount  to  an  alliaTtce,  or 
a  violation  qf  neutralitf/y  or  an  act  of  ho$titity 
to  Europe.  I  have  endeavwed  to  show,  and  I 
hope  I  have  shown,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee,  that  the  measures  suggested  by  the 
f^esndent  himself^  have  a  direct  toidency  to 
commit  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  ^et  it 
cannot  be  said  that  they  constitnte  an  alliance, 
or  a  brrach  of  neutrality,  or  an  act  of  hostility 
to  Enrope.  The  President  has  given  us  aprao- 
tieal  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  his  de- 
claration npon  this  subject,  by  recommending 
measures,  whose  onquestionable  tendency  it  is 
to  commit  the  peace  of  the  nation,  in  certain 
eontingcTieiet,  at  the  tery  time  that  he  disclaims 
all  intention  of  entering  into  alliances,  or  of 
doing  any  thing  which  would  be  incompatible 
with  our  neutrality,  or  import  hostility  to  En- 
rope.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  question  the  in- 
tegrity and  good  fiaith  of  the  President's  decla- 
rations. I  am  not  afraid  that  he  intend*  to  do- 
eekevt;  but  the  consequences  may  be  equally 
fatal,  if  we  deceive  <mr$ehet.  Let  us  not  shot 
our  eyes  agaiust  the  light,  because  it  may  dis- 
close to  us  unwelcome  dangers.  Let  us  take 
the  declarations  of  the  President  in  the  sense 
in  which  they  were  made.  Let  tie  nuderstand 
tJbem  as  he  understands  them ;  and,  when  so 
understood,  they  afford,  in  my  opinion,  no  se- 
curity for  the  peace  of  the  nation. 

Now,  sir,  to  determine  how  far  this  constmo- 
tioEi  of  the  President's  can  be  snstiuned,  let  us 
bora  to  the  advice  of  General  Wasldngton,  in 
iii  ote%  word*.    The  language  ^  that  greiA 
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man,  which  deserves  to  he  as  immorUl  as  his 
fiune,  was  this :  **  The  great  role  of  oondaot  for 
us,  in  regard  to  forei^  natione,  is,  Id  extending 
our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as 
little  political  connection  as  possible.  So  far  as 
we  have  already  formed  engagements,  let  them 
he  fulfilled  with  perfect  gwd  fiuth.  Here  let 
ns  stop.  Earope  has  a  set  of  primary  interests 
whioh  to  ns  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  rela- 
tion. Hence  she  most  be  engtwed  in  freqnent 
controveraiea,  the  oaoses  of  whioh  are  eaaen- 
tiaUy  foreign  to  oar  oraoenu.  Hence,  tiiere- 
fore,  it  mast  he  nnwise  in  ni  to  implioate  our- 
selvea,  by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordiiuvy  Tician' 
tndes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  combina- 
tions and  collisions  of  her  friendships  and 
enmities.  Oar  detached  and  distant  situation 
invites  and  enables  as  to  poraae  a  diflferent 
course.  If  we  renuun  one  people,  nnder  an 
efficient  Government,  the  period  is  not  far  offi, 
ttAm  we  may  d^y  material  ivjury  Jhm  exter- 
nal annoyance — when  we  may  t^e  saoh  an 
attitude  as  will  canse  the  neutrality,  we  may  at 
any  time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scmpnlonsly  re- 
spected— when  belligerent  nations,  under  the 
Imposrihility  of  making  acqaiaitions  upon  na, 
viU  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  as  provoca- 
tion— when  we  may  choose  peace  or  war,  as 
our  interrat,  guided  by  Justice,  shall  oonnsel. 
Why  forego  the  advantage  of  so  peculiar  a  sit- 
aationt  Why  quit  our  oton,  to  ttand  vpon 
foreign  ground  f  " 

One  would  think  that  language  so  plain,  so 
dear,  so  unequivooal,  ooold  not  by  any  Inge- 
nuity of  construction,  be  tortured  into  a  recom- 
mendation or  approval  of  "political  connec- 
tions with  foreign  nations" — the  very  thing 
against  which  it  warned  us.  All  that  the  most 
intrwid  commentator  ooidd  be  supposed 
Ue  CH  contending  for,  (and  that  I  hope  to  diow 
cannot  be  •oeourfUly  maintrineo,)  is  that, 
frcxtt  cireamstances  which  hare  arisen  ^oe  the 
time  of  Washington,  and  not  foreseen  by  him, 
lu8  advice  no  longer  ^pUes  to  our  condition, 
and  does  not,  then^fore,  inhibit  the  formation 
of  "political  oonnet^OB  with  foreim  nations," 
nnder  these  new  circmnstanoes.  But,  sir,  the 
President  takes  bolder  gronnd.  He  says  the 
propriety  of  these  political  connections  is 
direct^  dedudble  from  "  the  sound  and  Judi- 
cious principles,"  from  the  '•'•very  words  of 
Washington."  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  Presi- 
dent nuke  oat  this  deduction  ?  Why,  nr,  by 
^>erindacing  his  own  worda  upon  tnose  m 
Washington.  This  passage  of  the  Pre^dent's 
ICeasage  ia  bo  eorioua  a  n>eoimen  of  critidsm 
and  1(^0  combined,  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  it.  "  Oompare 
our  rituation  and  the  cireamstances  of  that 
time,  with  those  of  the  present  day,  and  what, 
from  the  very  words  of  Washington,  then, 
would  be  his  eouneela  to  his  coantrymen  now  ? 
Surope  has  still  her  set  of  primary  interests, 
with  which  wo  have  littie  or  a  remote  relation. 
Our  distant  and  detached  situation,  with  refer- 
ence to  Europe,  remains  the  same.  Bat  we 


Mimkm  to  Pmama.  [Anoi^  IfM, 

were  then  the  only  independent  nation  of  this 
bendsphere ;  and  we  were  surrounded  by  fen- 
ropean  oolonies,  with  the  greater  part  of  whidi 
we  had  no  more  intercourse  than  with  the  in- 
habitants of  another  planet.  Those  colonies 
have  now  been  transformed  into  eight  inde- 

Sendent  nations,  extending  to  our  very  bor- 
ers. Seven  of  them  Republics,  like  ourselves, 
with  whom  we  have  an  immensely  growing 
commercial,  and  mtat  have,  and  have  already, 
important  pi^tical  connections;  with  refers 
enee  to  whom,  our  ritnation  is  neither  distant 
HOT  detadied-— whose  pi^tioal  principles  and 
systems  of  Government,  congenial  with  onr 
own,  must  and  will  have  an  action  and  coun- 
teraction upon  us  and  ours,  to  which  we  can- 
not be  indifferent,  if  we  would.  The  rapidity 
of  our  growth,  and  the  consequent  iocrease  of 
oar  strength,  have  more  than  realized  the  an~ 
tieipatione  of  this  admirable  political  legacy. 
Thirty  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  it  was 
written ;  and,  in  the  interval,  onr  population, 
our  wealth,  our  territorial  extonrion,  our  power, 
physio^  and  ^oral,  has  nearly  trebled.  Bea- 
Boning  upon  Gua  state  of  thiugBj^vm  theeound 
and  Judieiout  prineiplm  WaMingtoin^  and 
must  we  not  say  that  the  period  whiek  he  pre- 
dicted aa  then  not  fiv  off,  has  arrived  t  That 
America  has  a  set  irf  primary  interests,  whicb 
have  none  or  a  remote  relation  to  Europe^ 
That  &B  interference  of  Enrope,  therefore,  in 
those  concerns,  should  be  spontaneoosly  witli- 
held  by  her  upon  the  same  principles,  that  we 
have  never  interfered  with  nws ;  and  that,  if 
she  should  interfere,  aa  she  may,  by  measures 
which  may  have  a  great  and  dangerous  recoil 
npon  ourselves,  we  might  he  calleo,  in  defence 
of  onr  own  altars  and  firesides,  to  take  an  atti- 
tude which  would  cause  our  neutrality  to  be 
respected,  and  choose  peace  or  war,  as  onr  in- 
terest, gaided  by  justice,  ahonld  coaosd." 

The  Predd^t  here,  after  adverting  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  United  States  in  wealth 
and  population,  since  the  date  of  General 
Washington's  Address,  asks,  "  must  we  not  say 
that  the  period  whieh  Waihington  predicted  a* 
then  not  far  ^  ha*  arrived  f  "  What  period 
is  tlus?  The  President  goes  on  to  descrilje  it 
as  the  period  when  America  shall  have  her  set 
of  primary  interests,  with  which  Europe  should 
not  interfere,  and  if  she  should  so  mterfere, 
we  mif^t  1)0  called  upon  to  take  an  attitude 
for  their  defence — at  this  point,  taking  ap 
again  the  language  of  General  Washington's 
Address.  It  woald  seem,  fkom  the  use  here 
made  of  Qenend  Wadiington's  |»ediction,  that 
he  bad  anticipated  the  period  when  America 
would  have  her  set  of  peculiar  interests,  and 
had,  in  contemplation  of  that  state  of  things^ 
indicated  to  lUs  countrymen  the  coarse  of 
policy  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  pnrane. 
But,  sir,  there  is  nothing  of  all  this  in  the 
Farewell  Address.  The  period  spoken  of  by 
General  Washington  as  not  far  off,  was  the 
period  when,  by  our  advancement  in  wealth 
and  power,  "  onder  an  effldant  Government 


Digitized  By 


Googlt 


DEBATES  Qg  0OKGBKB8.  IW 

JWhmm  Id  Pa—w.  B.  «r  IL 


we  mi^t  deff  material  iDjnrr  from  external 
iDDOjaDee,"  «S«x  General  WashlogtoneTideDt- 
I7  intended  to  gronnd  np<m  this  anticipation 
in  additiMud  argmnent  in  faror  of  the  poliey 
be  bad  reoommended,  inaamneh  aa  the  abili^ 
to  defy  external  annoyance,  which  he  had 
looked  forward  to  aa  the  resnlt  of  our  remain- 
tag  ODe  pec^e,  mider  an  eiBoent  Gormiment, 
woold  |Mao6  118  above  the  neoeed^  of  aeeking 
iorragn  cooneetioD&fiw  the  purpose  of  atrengUi- 
cniog  ourselTee.  But  this  verj  antidpanon, 
vhieb  General  Waahincton  had  introdaced  aa 
a  strong  motive  for  adhering  to  the  policy  of 
aroiding  ^^politieal  connections  with  foreign 
natioDS,"  the  PresideDt,  by  a  sin^^olarmetamor- 

Pns,  has  converted  into  an  instrnment  for 
fying  and  enforcing  a  departure  from  that 
poliey.  Sir,  do  not  the  heart  and  the  bead 
equally  revolt  at  this  perveraion  of  the  lan- 
guage and  reaaonins  of  General  Wa^ington  t 
At  the  time  when  nia  Farewell  Address  was 
givea  to  the  woild,  we  were  yet  aa  inftnt 
pe(^ ;  onr  nombns  tihinlj  scattered  ovw  an 
exteunre  territory ;  onr  finanoee  embarrassed, 
and  ow  reaonroea,  of  every  aort,  imprired  by 
the  effeeta  of  onr  reoent  stm^e  for  indepeno- 
awe.  In  this  ritaation,  there  were  indaoements 
to  court  foreign  alliances,  to  aid  and  eapport  m 
b  the  event  of  collisions  with  the  rest  of  the 
world.  If^  under  these  ciromnstances,  when 
the  aaustance  of  powerfol  friends  might  have 
been  not  only  beneficial,  but  necessary  to  us, 
Washington  yet  advised  us  to  steer  dear  of 
foreign  alliitnoes  and  connections,  with  how 
much  more  force  does  this  advice  apply  to  oar 
praent  oonditio& — ^when  hia  antiofpatiMia  of 
oar  national  growth  have  been  most  amply 
niiiaed;  when  we  have  already  taken  snca 
an  attitude  as  to  ensure  the  respect  of  other 
nations ;  when  we  have  proved  onrselves  com- 
petent to  be  onr  own  tMmfianty  and  the  ««- 
m^l  dtfendtn  «f  our  mm  rif/httf 

The  President  has,  therefore,  in  my  opiniim, 
wholly  failed,  not  only  in  hia  attempt  to  prove 
affirmatively  that  the  advioe  of  Washington 
lead*  to  and  provm  the  formation  of  the  politi- 
cal connections  in  qaestion,  but  in  hta  en- 
deavor to  maintain  the  inferior  native  pro- 
position, that  the  injunction  to  avoid  soeh  con- 
nections in  general,  doe»  not  apply  to  the  par- 
ticular drcnmstanoea  of  onr  present  condition. 
Od  tiw  ecMitrary,  it  is  manifwt,  for  the  reaama 
I  have  Jast  anggested,  tiiat  thia  lijnnotion  q»- 
pUea  with  inereaeed  force,  to  the  atate  in  which 
we  now  are.  It  is  true  tiiat  General  Washing- 
tm  iilH^nUei  his  advice  by  reference  to  En- 
npean  politioa,  but  the  advice  itself  Is  not  con- 
fined to  onr  relations  with  Europe.  In  its 
•pint  and  its  prinoiples,  it  is  nnivereal  and  im- 
mutable, acknowle^ng  no  distinction  of  time 
or  place.  In  the  comprehensive  words  used 
by  him  in  a  sabseanent  part  of  his  address, 
"tts  oar  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  per- 
iBiDeot  alliances  with  any  portion  of  theforoign 
wrld,^  The  parting  iqjonction  of  the  Father 
«f  hk  Ooimti7,  then,  can  nether  be  enufriwd 
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noTreatoned  away.  It  still  continues  to  ad- 
monish us,  in  its  deep  and  impressive  tones, 
agun&t  the  fatal  policy  of  entangling  ourselves 
by  '^political  connections  with  foreign  nations;" 
whether  young  or 'old,  whether  on  this  or  the 
other  side  of  tae  Atiantic. 

But,  sir,  another  argument  urged  in  favor  of 
this  political  connection  irith  Spanish  Amerioa 
is,  that  we  owe  H  to  the  omm  of  t^erty.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  we  can  beet  advanoe  the  eaaae 
of  liberty  by  the  inflnenoe  of  onr  example,  and 
by  presenting  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  ft 
prosperous  and  happy  people,  blessed  in  the  en- 
joyment their  free  institntions.  Let  ua, 
then,  for  the  sake  of  mankind,  as  well  as  our- 
selves, attend  to  our  own  concerns;  improve 
the  g^fts  of  Providence,  with  which  we  have 
been  crowned ;  perfect  and  boild  up  otfr  politi- 
cal institutions,  by  every  means  of  amelioration 
which  time  and  experience  may  supply,  that  they 
may  remain  to  onr  posterity,  and  stand  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  at  once  a  monvfoent  and  a 
modtl  of  hnman  freedom.  Let  ns,  above  all 
tilings,  avoid  the  danger  of  being  drawn  Into 
nnneceesary  foreign  wars,  which  have,  in  all 
ages,  been  the  grave  <tf  republican  liber^. 
We  do,  indeed,  owe  a  solemn  re^onsibili^  to 
all  mankind,  in  this  and  fotnre  ages,  for  the 
fate  of  the  experiment  of  free  Government, 
which  has  been  committed  to  our  hands.  The 
success  of  this  experiment  doeSj  in  my  opinion, 
mainly  depend  upon  our  keepmg  clear  of  en- 
tangUng  oonnectioos  with  other  people,  who 
may  be  less  blessed  with  an  aptitude  and  ca- 
pacity for  freedom  than  ourselves,  and  whose 
interests  or  passions  mi^t  involve  us  in  enter- 
prises foreif^  to  onr  sober  and  peaceftd  puis 
Boita.  Sir,  if  oAer  nations  are  destined  to  lose 
thoir  Uhortiety  let  v$  aeqnit  onrselves  of  the 
high  trust  which  Providence  has  devolved  nbon 
US,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  our  own;  tbat 
OM  beaoon-light,  at  leaaL  may  be  left  to  cheer 
the  darkness  of  the  political  world,  and  to 
guide  those  nations  who  may  have  lost  their 
liberties,  through  that  sea  of  revolution  upon 
which  they  must  embark  to  recover  them. 

Anotiier  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  ee- 
tablishment  of  more  intimate  relations  with 
the  Spanish  American  States  is,  that  by  doing 
so,  we  shall  secure  tA«»*  good  wiU^  whidi  is 
hiflily  Important  to  ns,  boui  in  a  conunerelal 
and  a  poUtioal  view,  what  sneoess  is  llkeb^  to 
attend  this  nqwriment,  may  be  infisTred  from 
that  whioh  has  followed  our  past  eflbrta,  of  a 
nmilar  nature.  I  have  already  briefly  alluded 
to  the  various  offices  of  kindness,  and  manife»- 
tations  of  friendship,  which  we  have  exhibited 
towards  these  people.  With  what  return  have 
they  ever  met?  Let  any  gentieman  read  the 
late  message  of  the  Prerideot  of  Mexico  to  his 
Congress,  and  then  let  his  feehngs  of  mortified 
and  indignant  pride  give  the  answer.  Sir,  we 
have  vamly  fanagined  that,  by  the  acts  of  die-, 
interested  friencbhip,  and  the  solid  and  nsdbl 
services  we  have  rendered  onr  Southern  neigh-^ 
bors^  we  had  w<»  their  gn^itnde  and  a»- 
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fldeooe ;  that  they  looked  up  to  ns  as  their 
patron  and  guide,  and  regarded  m  with  fili^ 
revereoce — to  nae  the  langoage  a  gentleman 
from  Keatacky,  Ubtoajutb,)  aa  me  Mother 
of  Repablios.  Bat,  air,  this  fond  dehuioa  ia 
dissipated.  The  messaga  of  the  Vezioaa  Presi- 
dent begins  with  oelebratwg,  in  the  most  ful- 
some strains,  the  poweT,  Um  wisdom,  the 
maffnanimiiy  Qrwt  Britain,  In  her  transae* 
tions  with  uie  Spanish  Araerioan  States,  and 
^f^inotly  attributes  the  disooiioertioa  of  the 
aoheuMs  <^  ibxix  «iemi«s  to  the  intnpoeitiim 
tha  BritiA  tridtnt — which  tridmt  was 
never  interposed  in  any  otber  way  than  by 
forming  commercial  relations  with  them,  for 
htr  own  ftm^^  and  even  this  was  not  dooe 
till  three  or  foar  years  after  we  had  made  a 
fbrm^  and  explicit  aoknowledgmmt  of  tiieir 
bidependenoe,  m  the  fsoe  of  the  world.  Sir, 
«M  hav<s  heretofore,  supposed  that  w  had  B(nne 
agmcv  in  disomoerting  the  sohemes  of  th^ 
•Moues,  bat  the  Mextoan  Preirident  gives  the 
vhcda  credit  <tf  tlie  operation  to  Great  Britain. 
Ll  a  sabssiniait  part  of  the  message,  the  United 
States  are  mtroonoed,  with  a  cold  formality,  as 
"ihBoldmt  of  the  independent  States,"  with 
some  empty  oomplimenta  upon  our  revolntion- 
•ly  stroKle,  and  oor  political  institutions;  and 
the  fact  IS  admitted,  iMoaase  it  ooald  not  be 
disguised,  th^  we  were  the  first  to  acknowl- 
edge their  independenoe.  But  we  rwsogoixe  no 
traces  of  t^at  ardent  devotitHi,  thiA  fervent 
gratatnde,  that  affectionate  confidence,  which 
wa  have  wen  tan^t  to  beHeve  wwa  oherisbed 
bt  all  ^Moiah  American  hearts  towards  ns, 
and  (tf  which  thwe  are  auoh  taamph  and  gratiu- 
tooa  di^aye  towarda  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  the  same  nnweloome  disoovwy  breaks 
in  npon  ns  in  the  history  of  oar  attempt  to 
negouate  a  oonuneroiiU  treaty  with  MexioD. 
We  see  oar  IGiuster  earnestly  entrsatiag  for 
equal  privileges  with  the  American  States  of 
Spanish  origin,  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  a 
member  of  the  gr4tU  Atneriean  JitmU^y  and 
that  we  have  rendered  impcHrtant  services  to 
the  caose  of  Spanish  Amenoan  independence. 
Bat,  the  claim  is  ptrUnaeioutli/  r^iettd^  and 
the  Mexican  Govttmmeat  insists  up<m  retaining 
liie  power  of  granting  exiolnuve  advantages  to 
tiw  other  Spanish  Amwioan  States,  ezpresaly 
tm  the  porpose  of  tninok^  htr  sirmpoMSM  m 
Uttirjmor**  amd  to  ovr  dtlrimmtt  ttf  eoufUy 
In  the  event  of  a  war  (which  she  an^^aoionflly 
antioipates)  between  them  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  turn  to  the  history  ot  our  trans- 
actions with  the  Bepublio  ot  Oolombia,  we 
■hall  find  in  them,  too,  reason  to  appr^end 
tiiat  we  have  been  deceived  in  relation  to  tiie 
jGeelings  of  that  portion  of  the  Spanish  Amen- 
oan people  towards  us.  In  fixit^  the  basis  of 
onr  oommeroid  intercourse  with  that  r^ablic, 
all  that  we  were  able  to  obtain  from  her  was 
the  oonoession  of  equal  privileges  witii  the 
moat /moored  nofjm.  Di  a  treaty,  however, 
lately  negotiated  with  Great  Britdn,  she  pots 
that  nation  on  th*  footing  <tf  Asp  mm  eifissM. 


It  is  true,  that,  by  the  eonaeqmotUiiU  operations 
<^  our  treaty,  we  shall  now  be  invoked  with 
the  same  privileges  which  have  been  aocorded 
to  Great  Britain.  Bat  the  difference  in  the 
origiiMl  eharaetor  the  st^ulatioaa  evinces 
a  partaality,  to  which  onr  GovammMit  cannot 
be,  and  h»  not  bean,  inssBsiMa.  Sir,  it  ia  imr 
possiUe  to  locdc  into  die  leeords  <tt  onr  di^o- 
niatio  eommgnicationB  with  tite  Statoa  of  Span- 
iah  Amerioa,  and  not  perceive  that  their  aunds 
have  too  rmdii^  imbibed  the  pt^son  of  soq^ 
cion,  in  relation  to  the  BiogieseaB  and  disinter- 
estedness  of  the  views  by  which  we  have  been 
aotoatod  in  oar  ooodoot  towards  them.  The 
documents  in  our  possessiim  show,  that  a 
Freni^  emissary  at  Bogota,  in  1838,  labored 
to  make  the  impression,  that  "the  United 
States  were  inflocowed  by  itUermtod  motUott  in 
recognising  the  new  Governments  of  Spanish 
Amuiea,"  This  iiwnnation,  howeror  u^ori- 
oos  and  nnfoonded,  had  its  edbet,  and  its  infiifr- 
enoe  is  discernible  in  all  onr  sobeeqnent  in- 
tsroonise. 

The  result  of  onr  past  effivts,  tberttfore,  to 
Mmeiliato  the  good  will  and  afiiwtioa  of  these 
new  States,  afiiirda  bat  little  gromid  to  hcf» 
for  snooess  in  the  experiment  now  pn^Mised. 

for  myself  I  do  not  believe  there  evw  can 
be  any  oorddal  fratorm^  between  as  and 
them.  The  difllarence  of  orif^  of  blood,  of 
physical  and  moral  oonstitotiouj  of  language, 
<^  manners  and  customs,  of  religion,  as  they 
preclude  all  congeniality  of  feeling;  must  op- 
pose insuperable  impediments  to  any  intimate 
pc4itioal  onion.  Prom  the  external  dn»m- 
atanoes,  too,  in  which  we  are  plaoed,  there  most 
arise  between  OS.  and,  indeed,  there  nave  already 
arisen— as  in  tbe  case  of  Cuba— serioos  0(M- 
lirions  of  interest  or  of  ambiti(m.  It  may  be 
s^d,  with  folly  as  much  justice  as  t2ie  remark 
has  been  applied  to  Englsnd  and  France,  th^ 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  from  thwr  rela- 
tive sitnation,  and  the  position  they  oooopy  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexioo,  are  natural  enomia. 

The  question  then  is,  whether  th^  elemaDts 
of  discrepancy  can  be  mitigated  or  harmonised 
by  any  system  of  politiosl  c<Hmeotion  t  I  think 
not,  ur.  All  history  proves  that  oonfederainea 
have  beoi  the  frnitftil  matrix  of  internal  dis- 
sensions and  domestio  fluids.  ■  Eow  was  it,  sir, 
with  the  Amnhictyonio  Lesgoe  of  ancient 
Greece?  The  Jeahraries  existing  between  the 
members  of  the  League,  particularly  Atiiens 
and  Sparta,  its  leading  members  (which  jeal- 
ousies, too,  grew  out  of  the  relations  to  on* 
aootiier  created  by  the  League  itaelf^)  involved 
them  in  perpetual  oontrovermes,  and  finally  lead 
to  the  Peloponnesian  war,  which  termiDated 
in  its  dissolution.  Modem  Europe  affords  us 
an  eqaally  instructive  lesson.  The  histoiy  of 
the  Germanio  body,  for  centuries,  is  notbiitg 
bat  a  history  of  tiie  bloody  aod  ornel  wsn 
among  the  princes  and  States  which  oomposed 
it  The  sdieme  of  a  ^rsot  .^M«r<Pim  Oonr 
/xZsnMy,  ther^<we,  instead  of  alRwding  a 
nme4jr  for  tha  erila  which  alca«dr  *^ 
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iPonM  b«t  serve  to  a^nvtte  them.  It  wodM 
Itodf  be  kke  parsot  of  dct  dusMuioM,  whidi, 
Mfaerwise,  woold  liave  bo  ezisteiioe.  In  wh«t 
eocmred,  idratt^Tt  ^  tf^nm  of  tbew  dis- 
WMOoa  an  [daialydutiDgQMhaUe,  F«  drim 
to  tho  JM  0^  Im$H9m  fomm,  la 
the  beu^eil  of  tibis  new  phyMtaiy  s^Btem, 
dDBtdied  1>7  Mr.  Otay,  In  ICHKL  we  were,  in- 
deed, to  be,  not  the  orb  of  mitt  ougtiKede 
ittenlj,  bat  tbe  eenliv,  arowd  wfaieli  all  tbe 
•ther  wbs  were  to  nmlve^  At  cae  period, 
«wr  cteka  to  tkispn-wiineitoe  seemed  to  be 
Bcfatowledsed.  Wlien  the  project  of  i/rmt 
Amerieam  Oongrm  wm  first  oommnBioated  to 
ttie  GoreniBMBt,  M  was  intimated  tbat  tbe 
diitod  States  wwe  to  be  wnted  to  mrmi*. 
B«t  we  bear  Botfaing  of  Uiia  now.  We  an 
only  jnrHed  as  ooe  amoag  oAem  Ib  tbe 
necB  ^ne,  OoloiBbia  takes  tlw  hai,  aad  o«r 
ieidoBEnr  is  excited  1b  ttl^^  as  the  letter  ftmn 
Mr.  Adams  to  Ifr.  Forbes  verj  ^afady  iBdIoates. 
Here,  then,  weseetbegemoftiieseJeahmriea 
wbieh  would  LnevitaUy  ^traot  ana  embroQ 
tbe  yPMf  Ameriemm  QwyMinwy,  as  tbej  bave 
every  odker  OoBfederaey  which  oas  gone  befixe 
it.  The  United  StBtes  and  Colombia  wiU  be 
tbe  ^Ci«M  aad  tbe  .S^orto  of  tiiis  J£Ml0rn^m- 
^ie(y«NM  XsofiM,  and  their  rivalry  woold  lead 
to  m  Pekiponaeaiaa  war,  &r  mme  deecrfatiBg 
and  treaendoas  tbsB  that  ef  whloh  Oreoan 
amab  ^ord  us  tbe  aceoimt. 

Mr.  BcoxHBB  Bezt  rose  aod  addressed  the 
eonuaittee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Obairraan:  The  aBtendraent  propeaed 
tbe  gntlemaB  from  Ddawara^  Qtr.  ICo- 
I^LHB,)  and  Aat  by  A»  genOenaB  from  Vii^ 
ipaia,  <Hr.  Bma,)  an  aoAia^  leaa  thaa  oon- 
A^na,  orreatrietHDS,  atteaipted  to  he  impoaed 
npoB  tbe  ooBstitBtioBal  power  oi  the  President. 
Iiiat  the  latter  oentlenuHi  so  anderstands  them 
is  eTidsBt,  by  tibe  ilhirtration  of  his  vguMUt 
whiiA  he  gave,  in  qMskinff  the  li^t,  whieb 
he  who  baa  tbe  power  of  ^rmting  possesses, 
of  anwuiny  wfaatero*  ooaditioBe  be  aoay  think 
pn^ter  to  his  graBt.  If  tbe  ge^emaa  had  re- 
fleeied  a  moment,  it  ttpptan  to  me  that  Us 
dear  aad  discriminating  mind  oonld  Bot  have 
Mled  to  obsenre  the  vtter  iMptitBde  ike 
ee^paiiaDB.  thve  is  not  the  sli^test  analogy 
befewesB  Ihe  eonditiou  on  wbieh  a  grant  by 
dead  Is  made,  and  an  anffoprialaoB  by  Gob- 
greae.  He  who  grants  tnat  to  whiiA  he  has 
an  anqndified  title,  is  oertaialy  sA  liberty  to 
^^Kiee  of  it  as  he  ideasee,  and  upon  whtiiever 
tsnns  be  may  Ubiak  proper.  Bnt  has  OoBgress 
tbe  ri^t  to  grant  the  money  of  tbe  peope  to 
any  one,  and  ^pon  wbaterer  terms  we  may 
flhoose? 

Has  tbe  gmtleman  forgotten  that  the  word 
grast,  in  a  deed,  has  a  tedimoal  Bignificatiot), 
Teiy  diffwent  firom  that  in  whidi  we  ose  it 
wben  we  speak  trf"  a  grant  «i  mmsy !  When 
we  apprc^iriate  money  to  p^  the  salaries  of 
Ibe  omani  oOosn  of  Gowmnent,  Ime  we 
ari|^  to  im|MM  eanditioast  WheB  we  ao- 
Ml  ammr  to  pay  Iht  aahig  of  tha  FwA- 
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dent)  oan  we  say  we  do  it  on  oonditioa  that  he 
will  pnrsoe  a  certun  coarse  policy  pmnted 
OBt !  Can  we,  in  like  manner,  make  proviEdon 
for  tbe  salaries  of  tbe  jndges  of  tbe  Sopreme 
Oonrt,  hot  do  it  QiKia  the  condition  that  they 
will  decide  acaae  gives  case  ccmaietently  wiw 
oor  ovnnions  of  the  prindples  npon  wfaidi  tiui 
dedM  ahoidd  be  fonndedl  He  Senate,  in 
the  oonfimatioB  ot  mtreat?,  most  be  ctmsolted; 
^  ctmcnrrenee  of  a  cotahi  portion  at  ita 
manbers  is  essentiaL  IS  the  Prendent  has  a 
right  to  deasKBd  our  advice,  so  has  the  Senate. 
It  most  rest  au  Uw  same  gronnds.  la  what  a 
ridicnloBs  attitude,  wotdd  they  present  tbem- 
ssives  beft««  os,  to  a^  oiir  advice  with  re«>eot 
to  tbe  coarse  they  ahoold  parsne  <m  each  an 
oeeanfBL 

It  is  unwise  that  we  dioald,  by  an  int«rf^ 
«DOe  in  the  form  oi  advice,  diminisb  tbat  re- 
spoBsibttity  whidi  the  cfmstitation  has  placed 
on  the  ExeoDtive,  and  the  Senate,  bis  advisers. 
I  am  not  wilUi^,  dr,  to  interpose  my  Httla 
flngn'  between  the  Preddeirt  and  Senate,  and 
^at  oensnre  from  the  peo^e,  wbidi  inevitably 
awaits  th«n,  if^  by  eardossnoss—  ly  a  want  cn 
politied  fbreei^t--or  fitM  miy  otb«r  eanea 
growing  oat  of-  this  missiiw — they  involve 
OS  in  an  anoeceasary  and  ruinous  war. 
however,  it  eventoatee  differenUy— (as  I  most 
eanestly  hope,  and  oosfideiitiy  bdieve,  It  will) 
— tberd>y,  oar  oommerdal  prospeoltB  an 
hri^itened — the  best  interests  of  the  nation  con- 
mhed— the  cause  of  bonamty  and  <tf  liberty  ad- 
vaneed — I  am  not  SO  n^jast  aa  to  wfdi  to  break 
a  twig,  or  to  i^ack  even  a  leaf  from  tbe  dvie 
wreath  which  the  people  of  the  Ui^ted  States 
will  prepare,  with  \»iidk  to  entwine  their 
Ivowa. 

Mr.  Ohainnan,  if  it  he  proper  tot  m  U>  ex.- 
press  our  opinioBB,  not  only  on  the  generd  ez- 
pedieB<7  Of  this  misaion,  bnt  to  point  out  with 
BcecidMi,  and  in  detail,  the  point  to  which  this 
Govfinumeat  may  safely  go,  and  the  point  be- 
yond which  it  wodd  be  minoas  to  vMtture, 
have  we  not  a  right  to  demand  all  the  uiforma- 
tioQ  upon  whien  tbe  Presidoit  himself  haa 
acted  9  We  cannot  be  reascmably  called  upon 
to  t^e  a  leap  in  tbe  AmA.  What  are  the 
terna  of  tbe  resolation,  in  obedienee  to  which 
the  Ezeontive  made  Ins  eonmianioatitm  to  tills 
Hooset  He  was  called  rtpaa  by  tbat  resdn- 
tien  to  lay  befon  this  House  bo  much  of  th« 
eorreqMndeDoe  between  Hnt  Govemment  of 
the  Udted  States,  snd  tbe  new  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  their  JGnisters,  respecting  the  proposed 
Congress,  or  meetii^  of  Diplomstic  Agents  at 
TtauaoA,  and  sndi  iidonBatKHi  respecting  the 
geoerd  character  of  that  expected  Congress,  aa 
mi^t  be  in  his  poss^iwi,  and  mi^t,  in  his 
opmioD,  be  oommnnicated  without  pr^udUe 
to  the  puUie  interest ;  and  also,  to  iofi^ 
as  fwr  ss,  in  his  oiHDion,  the  pablio  faitwest 
mi^t  allow,  in  regard  to  whM  oljecta  the 
agrataof  the  United  States  wen  expected  to 
take  part  is  the  deh*beratioDa  cf  that  Congress. 
V>maylh»nhawawhot%arapagtoBiy,af«fa» 
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tesUnumy  befim  ns.  It  is  very  {wobaUe  that, 
in  this  case,  ve  bsve  all;  bjit  I  ape&k  on  prin- 
dpleB  alike  applicable  to  ererj  case  of  this  de- 
scription. Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  disoretioa 
withns.  WeareDotanthorizedtotakeniiononr- 
selres  a  responsibility  which  oar  oonstitation- 
al  duty  has  not  devolved  on  ns.  The  Execative 
is  not  boand — and,  in  some  cases,  woold  act  most 
nnwiselj,  whilst  negotiating  a  treaty,  to  lay 
all  the  information  which  might  be  in  his  pos- 
session upon  the  subject,  even  before  the 
Senators,  who  are  hia  constitational  advisers. 
We  are  told,  that  this  is  an  unprecedented 
measore,  and  that  in  snob  view  this  Honse  may 
be  justified  in  pursuing,  in  relation  to  an 
unprecedented  oourse.  There  is  an  obnons 
distinction  between  a  course  tnmply  unprece- 
dented, and  one  whidb  is  Juatly  sucgect  to  that 
ohaise,  and  is,  moreover,  unconstitutiMiaL 
Gnitiemen  do  not,  and  cannot,  point  out  a  sin- 
gle example,  in  the  whole  history  of  our  diplo- 
matic proceedings,  in  which  such  an  inteifer- 
enoe,  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, has  been  attempted.  Bat  it  is  not  true, 
that  the  proposed  mis»on  will  be  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  from  the  settied  policy  of  this 
Government.  If  it  were  trae,  as  asserted, 
lliat  we  are  about  to  enter  into  an  alliance, 
offbonve  and  defenuve,.to  link  our  deatiides 
with  those  ot  any  other  Qovemment,  then, 
indeed,  it  would  be  an  acknowledged  departure 
— ^thel^  indeed,  would  there  be  ground  for  ap- 
prehension; but,  as  the  subject  is  now  pre- 
sented to  ns,  the  supposed  cause  of  alarm  is  as 
airy  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision.  It 
seems  to  have  originated  in  a  most  uncharitable 
and  unfounded  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  and 
Integrity  of  the  Exeoative.  Can  it  reasonably 
be  supposed,  that  the  Administration  will 
knowingly  pursue  a  course  alike  ruinous  to  it- 
self and  to  the  oonntry  I  As  well  might  we  ex- 
pect to  see  one  in  tiie  fall  eii^oyment  of  his  in- 
tellectual faculties — before  whcmi  was  plaoed 
Ibr  his  ohoioe,  health  and  happiness  on  one 
baod— death  on  the  othM^—mad^  roahing  npon 
the  instrument  of  Ids  own  destruction. 

Let  us  now,  Hr.  Chairman,  consider  the 
nature  of  the  invitation  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Bepablics  of  Colombia,  Mexico, 
and  Central  America,  to  be  represents  by  oar 
diplomatic  agents  at  the  Congress  at  Panama ; 
tiie  danger,  if  any,  to  be  apprehended  by  an 
acceptance ;  and  the  objects  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Qovemment,  which  the  oocanon 
may  afford  ns  an  opportanity  of  seeming.  It 
was  urged  by  my  coUeagne,  that  we  have  re- 
ceived inritations  from  three  on^y  of  the  South 
American  nations,  whose  Ministers  compose 
that  Congress.  Wliat  mferwoe  he  deigned  to 
draw  tnm  ib  I  am  at  a  losa  to  ooqjecture,  un- 
less he  would  consider  our  attendance  there  as 
an  intrusion  npon  those  who  have  not  joined  in 
the  invitation.  They  have  all  been  long  since 
informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Executive, 
that  this  Government  would  be  represented  at 
the  Oongteas,  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 


should  ^ve  sanction.  Had  aaj  on«  of 
these  B^ublics  felt  any  dissatisfaction  at  tfa« 
invitation  given  to  us,  and  omditionally  ac- 
cepted, it  is  reasonable  to  presume  they  would 
have  informed  us  of  it.  But  this  obiection  of 
my  colleague  directly  conflicts  with  the  ground, 
which  he  immediately  thereafter  ^kes,  in 
which  he  attributes  the  invitations,  and  the 
denre  of  those  Republics  that  we  should  accept 
them,  to  entirely  selMi,  interested  motivea. 

The  objection,  sir,  appears  to  me  to  have  bat 
very  Uttie  we^t.  Bhodd  they  even  refuse  to 
treat  or  oratfw  with  as,  we  shall  oootmy  gronnd 
less  ^Badvaiitageons  thu  we  ehould  lUYe  done 
by  an  uncivil  and  unfriend^  r^ection  of  their 
very  kmd  and  reroectfhl  invitations.  Tn  speak* 
ing  of  the  risk  which  we  are  to  enconnter,  by 
an  attendance  at  that  Congress,  of  being  drawn, 
into  the  vortex  of  ruinous  entangling  aUianoe% 
gentiemen  appear  to  exert  their  powers  of 
mgenaity,  not  of  argument,  but  of  suppositionf 
to  show  tiie  unlimited  extent  of  the  powers  of 
the  agents  who  compose  it  If  my  view  of 
the  subject  be  correct,  the  extent  of  tiie  powers 
witii  which  they  may  be  invested,  presents  no 
objects  of  terror  to  us.  So  far  from  it  I  shall 
insut  that,  the  greater  it  may  be,  the  better 
for  as;  at  least,  so  &r  as  to  ensure  to  us  an 
op](ortanity  of  conferring  and  agreeing  ui>on 
sDch  pt^idplea  of  intematiwuu  law,  with 
ministers  o!  wmwA/sat  authori^,  and  a^oating 
by  treaty  or  .otherwise,  such  matters  as  may 
be  deemed  of  importance  to  the  security  of 
pro^>erity  ctf  this  nation;  and  that,  in  no  point 
of  view,  can  we  be  injured  by  it,  however  un- 
limited. But  it  is  reaUy  somewhat  amusing  to 
observe  how  far  some  eentiemen  have  per- 
mitted the  most  unbridled  fancy  to  conjure  np 
a  thousand  chimerical  dangers,  arising  from 
powers  equally  chimericaL  My  colleagne,  in 
particular,  seems  to  have  suffered  under  the 
terrors  of  this  vision.  He  favored  us  with  a 
oomparisou  of  the  powers  of  thia  Ofmgresa,  and 
the  notore  of  tiie  alliance  between  me  Soutt 
American  Republics  and  the  powers  of  our 
ibnner  Congress,  and  the  aUiance  of  the  State* 
under  the  Articles  of  our  former  ConfedOTation. 
He  discovered,  in  some  respects,  a  most  strik- 
ing aimilitade ;  yet  he  surely  would  not  deny 
that,  in  many  most  importuit  pmnts,  no  two 
bodies  of  men  ooold,  in  thdr  powers,  be  more 
dissimilar. 

I  Bud,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  however  xmlimited 
the  powers  of  the  Ifinisters  who  compose  that 
Congress  might  be,  they  presented  no  conse  o( 
terror  to  us.  From  whom  do  they  derive  their 
authority  I  From  their  respective  Govern- 
ments. Have  those  Govemmenta  any,  the 
slightest  control  over  ns,  by  contract  or  other- 
wiset  Have  we  bound  onraelTea  by  treatjt 
Have  we  formed  any  allianoe  wfaatarer  with 
them  ?  Should  Mr.  Salazar,  and  Mr.  Obregon, 
and  Mr.  Oanaz,  present  themselves  before  thia 
Government,  with  authority  on  paper,  as  un- 
limited as  Heaven's  ezpanae,  and  tell  ns  that 
they  came  to  j>ropo6e  to  as  an  abolition  of  this 
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Government ;  or  to  treat  for  a  porchase  of  the 
Caited  Butes;  vonld  any  man  be  alarmed  I 
**Sballl  be  fH^itenedwheo  a  madman  stares  I" 
It  has  been  raid  that  the^  hare  a  ririit  to  in- 
tenant  treaties.  That  power,  like  all  me  others 
which  they  possess,  is  omferred  on  than  bj 
their  respecti've  GovemmeDta,  and  would  no 
more  affect  as,  than  we  could  ii^nre  them  hj 
passing  a  rasolotion  tiiat  certain  oommissiraers 
named,  ahoold  determine  all  controverted  points 
arising  out  of  any  treaties  between  them  and 
ourselves. 

Mr.  Gliairman,  it  has  beoi  indsted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ritbs,)  that  if 
we  send  Ministers,  we  are  committed  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress,  con- 
oeming  an  alliance;  and,  to  eapport  htm  in 
this,  he  adverts  to  the  tains  itf  the  inritatira 
on  ihe  part  of  the  Ministers  in  behalf  of  their 
respective  Governments,  and  of  the  acceptance 
bj  Mr.  Clay.  Were  it  trae  that  we  shoold  be 
boDod  to  take  part  in  those  discnssions,  can  the 
gentleman  perceive  Boch  a  discosricHD  to  be 
fraught  with  any  minoos  or  deleterioas  conse- 
qncnc^  ?  To  a  certmn  extent,  I  hope  they  will 
teke  part  in  the  discnsdon.  It  will  be  but  a 
proper  response  to  that  politeness  and  good 
feeling  which  dictated  the  invitations;  that 
our  Ministers  should  meet  them,  and  by  every 
argument  that  may  be  suggested,  in  the  most 
conciliatory  manner,  satisfy  them  of  the  impro- 
priety of  binding  oorselves  by  treaty  upon  the 
snl^ect.  Let  than  be  assnred,  i^in  and  again, 
if  neoeesary,  that  the  peoide  of  the  United  States 
feel  no  diininQtion  of  that  deep  solicitude  for 
their  prosperity,  and  the  preservation  of  their 
independence  unimpured,  which  they  have 
manifested  on  all  snitable  occasions.  Let  us 
advise  them,  when  advice  may  t>e  asked ;  but 
enter  into  no  such  alliance  as  that  spoken  of  by 
the  gentleman,  of  onitiug  out  and  their  desti- 
nies, by  a  league,  offensive  and  defensive.  An 
idea  of  sach  an  alliance  has  never  entered  the 
bead  of  any  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  pro- 
posed mission.  Bat  I  will  turn  to  the  proof 
relied  on,  and,  from  that,  show  that  those  Gov- 
ernments have  no  right  to  h(^  for  such  an  al- 
lianoe;  nay,  that  thfly  do  not  evcm  solimt  it 

of  DB. 

Mr.  Salazar  to  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  ooramanica- 
tion  of  the  2d  of  November,  1836,  says:  "Of 
the  p<^ta  which  will  be  under  discnssion  by 
the  Assembly  of  Panama,  the  undersigned  is 
unable  to  give  a  minute  enumeradon,  as  they 
will,  evidently,  arise  out  of  the  ddiberations  of 
the  Congress.  He  is,  however,  authorized  by 
his  Government  to  assure  the  United  States, 
that  these  points  have  no  tendency  to  violate 
their  professed  principles  of  neutrality."  Again : 
*'  It  belongs  to  each  of  the  concurring  parties 
to  propose  their  views ;  but  the  voire  of  the 
United  States  will  be  heard  with  the  respect 
and  deference  whidi  its  early  labors  in  a  work 
ftf  sndi  importance  will  merit."  And  again,  in 
lauuage  Mill  leas  capable  of  miseonstraction : 
'*ni0  manner  in  whfoh  all  ct^fmization  <tf  Eu- 


ropean powers  on  the  American  continent  shall 
be  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  the  pres- 
ent contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
interest  Were  it  proper,  [man  the  language  II 
an  evoitnal  alliance  in  ease  these  events  should 
occur,  which  is  within  the  range  of  possibilities, 
and  the  treaty,  of  which  no  use  could  be  made, 
until  the  eonu  fadtri*  should  happen,  to  re- 
main secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  premature, 
a  convention  so  anticipated  would  he  different 
means  to  secure  the  same  end." 

Mr.  Ohr^n  says,  that,  "  one  of  the  subjects 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Congress^ 
will  be  the  resistance,  or  opposition,  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  neutral  nation  in  the  question 
and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  foudn."  But  in 
no  part  of  lus  official  commanication  does  he 
^>eak  of  an  expected  alliance  hetweoi  diem 
and  the  United  States. 

In  refasing,  ^erefore,  for  the  present,  to 
bind  tiiis  Government  on  the  subject,  those 
Kepublics  will  have  no  cause  of  complaint 
against  us.  That  such  a  coalition,  made  public 
in  Europe,  would  be  calculated  to  aid  them  in 
the  mamtenance  of  their  independence,  is  a 

Sroposition  not  altogether  devoid  of  doubt, 
[ow  far  we,  the  "people  of  the  United  States, 
might,  in  consenting  to  it,  incur  the  censure  or 
hatred  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  it 
would  be  OS  unworthy  of  us.  as  it  would  he 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  our  fcffefathoa, 
to  inquire. 

The  objection  to  sooh  a  course  is,  that  It 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  policy  which 
Wa^ington  recommended,  and  to  which  we 
have  strictly  adhered,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  Government— enjoying  peace, 
with  a  short  interval,  and  unexampled  proRper- 
ity,  whilst  Europe  has  groaned  under  the  afflic- 
tion of  the  most  desolating  wars.  Yet,  if  the 
powers  of  Enrope  should  attempt  to  aid  Spain 
in  the  resubjugation  of  South  America  or 
Mexico,  or  to  colonize  any  part  of  either,  it 
would  he  difficult  to  sati^  me  that  it  would 
not  be  a  duty  we  owe  to  oorselvesL  upon  the 
performance  of  which  might  depend  ute  qui- 
etude, if  not  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  part  in  the  contest,  in  aid  of  these  Kepub- 
lics. In  such  a  struggle,  we  could  not,  if  we 
desired,  remfdn  neutral.  We  should  be  forced, 
if  we  did  not  voluntarily  enter,  into  the  vortex ; 
and  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  raise  our 
arms  but  in  defence  of  justice  and  of  Iil)erty. 

Although,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
Executive,  as  quoted  by  my  colleague,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  go  abroad 
in  search  of  monsters  to  destroy ;  yet,  if  mon- 
sters declare  a  war  of  extermination  aeainst 
freedom,  throughout  the  world,  and  should 
attempt  to  enforce  tlieir  most  abominable  doe-, 
trines,  in  our  very  neighborhood,  upon  our 
sister  RepubU<» ;  I,  for  one,  am  not  wUting  to 
see  the  United  States  stand  and  sui^nely  look 
on  as  idle  gaxen,  as  if  not  ocmsdouB  that  they 
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most,  in  tbdr  tnr^  be  called  i^on  to  offer 
their  Ubertj  and  independenoe  as  a  sacrifice  to 
tiiose  moDflters.  These,  however,  are  but  my 
opioioDB,  which,  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
ItopresentatiTes,  will  never  be  obtruded  oo  the 
ExecQtive  and  Sraate  as  the  basu  of  anj  ne- 
gotiation. Let  those  judge  whom  the  ooosttta- 
tion  c^ls  on  to  judge.  In  speaking  of  the  cele- 
brated declaratiOD  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  MoLanb)  sars,  **  we  ou^t  to  hAve 
acted  on-  it  in  1823  ;  mat  it  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  stand,  unless  we  mt^d  to  com- 
ply." What  was  that  deohuration?  Let  mj 
one  read  it,  and  say  at  what  he  dis^)prove8. 
It  ooDtains  a  pledge,  we  are  told.  To  whomt 
Hot  to  the  Govwnments  of  Soirtii  America : 
they  do  not  understand  it  in  that  way.  Mr. 
Salazar,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  speaks  of  it 
as  a  bare  declaratirai,  or  protest.   It  is  very 

EneraUy  admitted,  that  suutary  oonseqneooee 
ve  resulted  from  it ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  retract.  The  declaration,  In  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  was  dictated  with  ^eat  jpoUtical 
foresight,  and  accorded  wlUi  the  fewngi  of 
the  wliole  nation. 

Had  we  acted  upon  it  in  1828,  was  there  a 
gentleman  on  this  floor  who,  if  he  had  con- 
sidered it  as  his  doty  to  speak  at  all  on  the 
•abject,  would  have  said  least  Is  there  one 
who  would  now  say  less?  If  there  is,  he 
would  not  speak  the  language  of  ttiia  nation. 
Kothiog  ever  was  better  said,  or  more  appro- 
priately timed ;  and  yet,  we  are  cautioned  to 
consider  welL  whether  we  should  be  prepared 
to  act  accordingly,  when  the  occasion  is  pre- 
sented. Sir,  we  cannot,  at  this  time,  if  we 
would,  withdraw  this  declaration,  without 
sabjecting  ourselves  to  the  charge  of  the  most 
manifest  injostice,  and  nnfeeiiog  cruelty  to 
those  whom  we  call  JHendt,  Better,  by  far, 
that  we  had  never  opened  oar  lips  on  the  sub- 
ject, than  rune  to  recant.  It  woiud  be  no  very 
indirect  invitation  to  the  powers  oi  Europe, 
irho  may  have  formed  a  coalition  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  attempt  the  execution  of  their  n^ari- 
ous  project  of  the  universal  prostration  of  the 
principles  of  true  liberty.  It  would  add  one 
other  memorable  example  to  the  many,  which 
the  history  of  the  world  has  famished,  that 
those  who  are  the  most  clamorous  in  their  pro- 
testations of  friendship,  are  not  the  most  to  be 
relied  on.  Kot  that  I  insinuate  that  we  labor 
under  any  obligation  to  any  of  the  Sonth 
American  Governments,  to  comply  with  the 
declaration  at  any  time.  Of  that  we  will  de- 
termine, when  it  is  meet  to  determine:  this 
only  I  s^,  that  all  the  obligations  <tf  honor,  of 
fiiendahip,  ot  Justice,  demand  that  we  should 
not  now  retract  it.  No  principle  of  policy,  no 
nle,  of  even  the  most  timid  caution,  can  justify 
such  a  disavowal,  when  it  is  not  necessary  to 
act  upon  it  Are  we  fi'eemen,  and  shall  we  fear 
to  speak  our  sentiments  ?  Ko,  ur :  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  ot  Justice — for  tiie  honor  of  my 
Oonntry,  I  hope  we  ahoU  not  take  ba(&  one  word. 


[Awn,181C 

Let  me  add  »  wwd  or  two  <hi  the  sn^ect  of 
the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Oubn  and  Porta 
Rica  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  my  coUeagQe, 
and  I  shall  ooct^>y  the  attention  of  the  coDuuit- 
tee  no  longer.  The  invasi<xi  of  those 
by  the  United  States  oi  Mexico  and  Oolombi% 
we  are  informed,  is  avowedly  among  the  ob- 
ieote  to  be  matured  by  the  belligerent  States  at 
Panama.  Should  th«  project  of  invad<m  be  car- 
ried into  ^ect,  it  requires  no  great  forengfat 
to  discover  that  the  meet  alarming  and  calami- 
tous conseqaenoes  might  result  from  it  to  tb* 
United  States.  Their  importance  to  us,  in  « 
commercial  point  of  view,  is  obvioos.  Th* 
obaraotOT  oi  a  large  porti<m  oi  their  p<»ulBti(»k ; 
their  otmtignity  to  oar  shiMrea;  the  uftnenoe 
on  n  oertaia  portion  oi  tiie  popnlatloa  oi  tba 
United  States,  whidi  the  tragic  soenes,  the 

SrobaUe  result  trf  such  an  invasicm  mifj^t  pr»- 
uoe,  are  connderations  of  a  most  nxnnentoiis 
nature.  The  probability,  moreover,  ariuiw 
out  of  snob  an  invasion,  that  they  might  £b11 
into  the  bands  of  some  European  power,  wboee 
policy  it  mi^t  be  to  embarrass,  as  mnoh  aa 
possible,  our  commerce,  is,  in  my  opinicm,  a 
matter  which,  connected  with  the  other  aspect 
of  it,  doses  the  door  against  all  poasible  doubt 
of  the  m^niety  of  our  being  ably  represented 
at  the  Congress,  and  <rf  Mideavoring,  if  posnUe^ 
to  avort  a  oatostn^ihe  aa  terriUe  as  It  is  oer^ 
t^  unless  prevented  by  onr  timely  exertions. 
Ur.  Chairman,  if  the  I^eddent  of  tiie  United 
States  had  omitted  to  use  his  best  exertions  to 
prevent  such  evils,  he  would  have  deserved 
the  execrations  oi  his  conntrymen,  as  worsa 
than  a  traitor. 

lt&n-Ali»nat&n  ^  Oaha  to  any  JW*v|»0m 
power. 

Before  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  MAitEJ.XT 
read  the  following  resolutions,  which  he  in- 
tended to  offw,  ihonld  the  prewnt  amendment 
not  prevail : 

JUaolvtd,  As  the  sense  of  this  House,  that  the 
Viutsd  Suites  coald  not  see,  with  iDditferenee,  the 
traasfer  ef  the  ialaad  of  Gidw  from  ^atu  to  any 
other  Earopeaa  power. 

Retolvd,  Thftt  this  Hove  approTos  the  coarse 
adopted  by  the  Preudent,  as  manifested  by  the  oS- 
cial  correspondence  laid  before  the  House,  io  en- 
deavoriog  to  dissuade  the  GovemnieDts  of  Colombia 
and  Mexico  from  any  attempt  to  conquer  or  take 
posseaaioD  of  said  island. 

Retolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  House,  that,  al- 
though the  time  has  passed,  when  there  existed  any 
probability  of  a  comUnation  among  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  to  co-operate  with  Spain  in  at* 
tempts  to  conquer  bcr  former  American  colonica, 
DOW  Independent  States ;  jet,  in  the  Judgment  of 
thi«  House,  the  declaration  of  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  that  sabject,  in  his 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  December, 
1823,  was  wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic ;  dwt  it 
reserved  to  this  Goremment  an  uncontrolled  power 
of  deciding  or  acting,  in  anv  crisis,  as  our  inters 
and  p<^y  might  require ;  that  it  bad  a  tendanoy, 
in  conoorrence  irith  othar  flaussa,  to  |vev«at  mar 
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ooiriMBcdoa  ftfl  above  mentioned  ;  Knd  that  the  md- 
thMsts  (rf' that  dedaratton,  If  clrcnmBtances  Bfaoald, 
bemUtor,  nnhappUy  and  unexpectedtr  arise,  to 
make  them  aguti  appBcable,  would  be  strictly  con- 
fetnahte  to  tfa«  doty  aad  tree  poUoy  of  the  Unhed 
8utc«. 

The  ooDumttM  then  rose,  and  the  House 


Satoidat,  April  T. 
Mamaektmettt  MUiHa  Clavm. 
TW  Hcose  then  went  Into  Otnnmittee  the 
Vhok^  ICr.  Bvoaur&ir  lii  the  oha^,  on  tiie  tnll 
•'iDowinc  <KHiipeBsiti(»  to  the  Stete  (tf  Ifomt- 
Ansettfl,  for  muitu  Barioes,  performed  darinir 

«•  tot  WIT." 

Mr.  DwMBT  rose  •nd  eaid :  The  disim  re- 
iriti,  rir,  frwn  ^  reciprocal  r^ts  and  dutiee 
eoBceded  to  the  States,  and  goannteed  by  the 
Gtnciral  GoTernment,  at  the  time  ot  the  uop- 
tioB  of  the  conatttntioD. 

By  that  compact,  in  h»  charact»  of  a  botw- 
4^  ukd  iDdcf>eiideat  Btate,  ICassacbasetta  snr- 
rmdwed  to  yon  the  pnrBe  and  the  sword ;  the 
Ileal  and  the  pl^rioai  eoo^^  of  her  diHuinion, 
t»  be  vaad  1^  yott  for  the  pnipoaes  ftf  the  gene- 
id  iralflv& 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  these  powers, 
Bd  of  tiiA  ino(HnpeteDC7  <tf  the  States  to  pro- 
tect themaelTeB,  irtien  yon  should  have  drawn 
oat  their  reTennes  denVed  from  the  customs, 
yos  guaranteed  to  than,  by  the  fonrth  section 
flf  the  fonrth  article  of  the  cmistitation,  "  pro- 
tection," not  only  against  foreign  "  invasion," 
but  agiunst  *^  domertao  violenoe."  From  do- 
■MMic  Tit^ence,  God  forbid  that  she  sfaoold 
erer  have  oooasion  to  ask  yoor  protection. 
The  oharaoCer  of  her  citizens  forbids  sncfa  an 
tppf^eoMon,  Bat  from  invanon  she  has 
Men,  and  may  again  b&  compelled  to  aric  pro- 
tactiai  fhnn  those  to  whom  she  has  sarrender^ 
sd  tin  meaau  by  which  die  would  oth«rwiM 
Wreproteoted  hersdt 

The  prineiides  of  the  aodal  oon^aot  of  6ot- 
mmeot  he^f,  woidd  Jnatify  &e  daim,  inde- 
pendent of  the  special  oUigationa  which  the 
United  States  have  assumed  as  an  eqidrdent 
iv  the  priTtleges  granted  by  the  St^es.  Under 
liist  QoTemment  of  the  earth,  he  would  ask, 
would  the  expenditure  necesmrily  inoorred  by 
defence  of  an  int^al  porticm  of  the  empire, 
be  thrown  ezchirively  upmi  the  citizens  of  that 
particular  territory  t  Where,  but  under  colo- 
^  vassalage,  coold  such  a  docttiae  uudntain  t 
Srea  there,  ttie  oolmy  would  have  an  ezemp- 
ttoB,  which  a  State  has  not  from  the  burUiena 
laddent  to  tih*  defence  of  the  Qenwal  Govem- 
asBL 

How  mneh  more  atrongly,  dr,  do  audi  oUi- 
litiQiia  rest  npoa  tiw  OoTemment  of  the  United 
Btatca,  by  the  fbndamental  law  of  the  country 
— ibe  oonatittttiott  mider  which  we  live. 

Independent  of  their  revenues,  which  are 
>Bt^  termed  the  dnewa  of  war,  the  States 
Vrnteed,  M  a  meaoa  of  defonoe^  under  oer> 


[H.  o*  & 

tain  specified  emergencies,  their  milHia  to  the 
United  States. 

By  the  constitntion,  article  1,  aedton  8^  it 
is  provided  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia — 

To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unitm, 

To  suppress  insurrections, 

And  to  repd  invasions. 

And  also  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States :  retemng  to  the 
States  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers,  and  the  anthcH4ty  of  training 
militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress. 

By  these  provisions,  it  is  manifest,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  laudable  State  jealousy  which 
they  evince,  still  the  militia  of  the  States  are. 
to  the  General  Government,  the  right  arm  ot 
the  national  df^enee;  and  by  the  other  clause 
that  of  ^'rwsin^  and  supporting  armies  and 
.nudntdnlng  navies,^'  the  General  Government 
were  provided  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
their  offlmHw  operations  a^inet  the  common 
enemy,  wherever  a  blow  might  be  struck  with 
efi^ot. 

For  purposes,  then,  merely  mtmicfj^  as  It 
regards  otvsdvea,  and  strictly  d^htuiw,  as  it 
regards  the  enemy,  the  militia  of  the  Btetea 
compose  the  force  upon  which  the  General 
Government  may,  and  perhaps  ought,  ex- 
clusively to  rely. 

Beyond  this  he  could  never  go.  In  the  oon- 
stmction  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  miliUa,  who  are,  In  eflfoct^  the 
people  of  the  States. 

Can  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that,  by  the 
constitution,  the  freemen  of  this  country  can  be 
called  from  their  occupatioos,  against  their 
principles,  their  interests,  and  their  wishes,  to 
a  war  of  oononest  and  aggrandizement,  by  soma 
ambitious  and  unprindpled  Administration  that 
shall  hereafter  get  into  place  t 

To  prosecot©  what  tear  vith  t  h«  would 
aek.  An  <^enme  war  1 1 1 — ^Wul  the  people  of 
the  States  for  a  moment  tolerate  the  doctrine  that 
the  D^tia  of  Massachusetts  may  be  marched  to 
the  conquest  of  Mezioo,  or  those  of  Georgia  to  the 
conque^  of  Nova  Sooua  and  New  Bnmswidc  t 

Are  the  yeomen  <^  sover^gn  States  to  be 
made  liaUe  to  a  oonaoription  more  indtsorimi* 
nating  and  not  less  odioiis  than  that  of  B<hu> 
parte! 

Having  shown  that  those  errors  of  ctmstitn- 
tional  camion  might  exist  in  men  who  were  de- 
voted to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  ooimtry, 
he  would  proceed  to  show,  teem,  tlie  doeomnta 
themsdvea,  that  a  due  n^ard  to  the  aewirt^ 
and  protection  of  the  country  must  have  aai- 
mated  the  Qovemment,  even  at  that  time ;  and 
thM^^  before  any  actual  invasioa  in  eigliteen 
hundred  and  fourteen,  the  Government  of  Mas- 
saehnsetts  had,  practically,  abandoned  tiie  of- 
fonsive  oonstitnuonal  doctrines. 

Indeed,  the  nulitiia  were^  In  aarvral  ia> 
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atuices,  to  the  number  of  three  tboosand,  vol- 
nntartljr  sabmitted  to  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  General  Dearborn,  during  the  Summer 
and  Fall  oi  1614,  and  that  command  accepted 
by  him.  This  oonld  not  have  been  done  unless 
t£e  Governor  had  himself  revised,  or,  at  least, 
doubted  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt, 
sanctioned  bj  nim  in  1612;  for  no  invasion 
actnally  existed,  and  the  Pre^dent  himself  was 
not  there  in  person  to  assnme  the  command. 

It  may,  to  be  sore,  be  said,  that,  as  late  as 
September,  1814,  the  Governor  refased  to  pot 
Uie  troops  detached  for  the  defence  of  Boston, 
under  the  command  of  an  ofBoer  of  ttie  United 
States.   I  am  not  aware  that  any  specific  re- 

anest  was  made  to  him  for  that  parp(Me,  bot,  if 
lere  were,  it  is  qirfte  q)parent  l^at  the  decision 
of  181S  was  not  made  the  ground  of  re  fa  sal. 
Indeed,  during  that  month,  eleven  or  twelve 
hundred  troops  were  actually  placed  in  the 
fbrta  of  Boston  harbor,  under  the  command  of 
General  Dearborn,  but  more  immediately  com- 
manded by  bis  son,  then  a  Brigadier  General  in 
the  Hassaohnsetts  militia.  To  show  the  inten- 
tions and  sentiments  of  the  Government  of 
Uassaohusetts,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  the 
order  of  events,  from  the  breakins  out  of  the 
war  down  to  the  period  just  alluded  to. 

By  reference  to  the  order  of  July,  1612,  in 
parsnanoe  of  the  requisition  of  the  General 
Government  for  the  Hassachusetts  quota  of 
100,000  men,  it  will  be  seen  that  Uw  militia 
were  called  upon  b^  every  connderatim  whidi 
could  rouse  th^  spirits  as  men,  or  thdr  loyalty 
as  patriots,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  for  the  defence 
of  the  State.  No  remarks,  sir,  can  do  justice 
to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  this  order.  He 
would,  therefore,  take  leave  to  quote  from  it 
some  of  those  sentiments,  which  he  considered 
as  triumphanUy  repelling  the  charge  of  an  at- 
tempt to  thwart  the  views  of  the  General  Gov- 
enuuttit  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  the  ooon- 
try. 

"  War  having  been  declared,  the  Conunander-ln- 
Cblef  oalb  upon  the  miUda  of  Hassaebasetts  duly  to 
notice  the  solemn  and  Interesting  crisis,  and  exhorts 
them  to  meet  the  occasion  with  constancy  and  Snn- 
ness.  When  war  Is  commenced,  no  human  fore- 
slgfat  can  disoern  the  time  of  its  termination;  or  tbe 
coarse  of  events  that  may  follow  in  iu  train — but 
the  paA  of  duty  is  tbe  paui  i^  safety.  Providence 
aeldom  abandons  to  rvSa  those,  who,  to  a  just  re- 
Bance  upon  the  soperintendbig  influoice  of  Heaven, 
add  their  own  strenuous  exertiona  to  preserve  tiiem- 
aelves." 

He  then  goes  on  to  recommend  a  close  and 
persevering  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  sev- 
wal  stations ;  that  the  men  may  be  perfectiy 
armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined ;  that  the  ofE- 
cers  may  thorooghly  understand  their  duty ; 
and  that  they  all  may  l>e  ready  with  "  alacrity 
nnd  effect  to  defend  their  country,  their  consti- 
tutional rights  and  their  liberties,  which  are  not 
only  our  birthri^ts,  but  which,  at  the  expense 
of  BO  much  blood  and  treasure,  were  purchased 
Id  the  late  lUrolatioo." 


"  Hie  Conunander^n-Chief  further  orders  and  di- 
rects that  the  Generals  and  other  oflBcera  of  the  ni> 
litis  of  XassaehnwttB,  bearing  in  mind  tiie  pOMt 
bility  of  a  saddeninvanon,  bold  themselves,  aiMths 
corps  under  their  command,  In  constant  roadincM 
to  assemble  aod  march  to  tbe  defence  of  say  part 
or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  pursuant  to  tiie  or- 
ders to  be  given  by  htm,  but  without  witiru  for 
such  orders  in  case  of  ae^tai  invasion,  or  encn  im- 
mineni  danger  thereof  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

If  tUs  be  fliwarting  tbe  views  of  the  Genwal 
Government,  sir,  it  would  follow  tiiat  those 
views  were  hostile  to  a  patriotic  defence  cf  the 
territory  of  Massachusetts,  whicb  he  hoped  no 
man  would  be  wUling  to  impute  to  ib/b  Grovem* 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

This  was  the  order  under  which  the  militisof 
Massachusetts  were  to  move  throughout  the 
war :  wherever  invasion  threatened  there  they 
were  to  march.  Is  this,  sir,  throwing  obsta- 
cles in  tiie  way  of  the  General  Government  I 
True,  sir,  there  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  Gov* 
emment  of  Msasachnsetts,  an  opposition,  a  eoa- 
stitutaonal  one,  to  the  men  in  power ;  and  who 
is  there  that  would  dare  to  call  upon  the  people 
of  any  State  to  snrrendw  its  right  to  jnd^  what 
class  of  men  are  most  competent  to  wield  tbe 
power  of  the  nation  t  But,  tills  right  of  opinion 
was  not  exercised  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
obstruct  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  the  letter  of  the  Governor  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  5th  August,  1812,  he  says: 
the  companies  to  be  marched  to  Passamaqnoddy 
and  Eastport  will  be  stationed  there  "  until  the 
President  ^all  otherwise  direct,"  and,  in  con- 
clusion, he  remarks,  that  he  is  fully  disposed  to 
afford  all  the  aid  to  the  measures  of  the  National 
Government  which  tbe  constitution  requires  <tf 
him ;  but,  he  presumes,  it  wDl  not  be  expected 
or  desired  that  he  should  fi^  in  lliedatyhs 
owed  to  the  people  of  the  State,  who  had  con- 
fided their  interest  to  his  care. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  an  ai^ument  to  show,  that 
the  mode  of  calling  out  the  militia  proposed  by 
General  Dearborn,  would  invite  the  agressions 
of  the  enemy,  ana  diminish  the  power  which 
Massachusetts  then  had  of  reustance. 

And,  what  was  the  mode  snbsequentiy  pro- 
posed by  Gen.  Dearborn !  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  were 
organised  into  oompanies  of  sixtr-fonr,  aeoord- 
Ing  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  lus 
reqniation  was,  far  the  militia,  in  ccnnpuiies  of 
one  hundred  mch,  according  to  the  oiganiza- 
tion  of  the  regular  army,  and  contrary  to  the 
existing  law  of  tbe  United  States  in  regard  to 
tbe  omnization  of  the  militia.  No  argoment 
need  be  made  to  show  the  practical  incon- 
venience which  would  result  from  such  a  call, 
nor  its  tendency  to  defeat  the  constitutionJ 
provision,  which  was  reserved  to  the  Stat«,  of 
appointing  their  officers  and  training  the  tnili- 
tia,  accormng  to  ^Uscipline  prescribed  by  Oon- 
gress. 

In  July,  1818,  the  regular  troops  wers  re- 
moved from  the  State  of  Maaaaohasett^  to  caR7 
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tm  the  wax  upon  the  northern  frontier.  The 
eonne  taken  by  UaaaadHtsetts,  thwefore,  did 
■ot  dimiuiah  tiie  power  of  the  Oeneral  Oorem- 
ment  to  proseoate  the  war  with  effect,  wher- 
ever the  enemj  could  be  met 

In  Jalj,  1814,  a  reqnuition  was  made  by 
Gen.  Dearborn  upon  the  Governor,  for  eleven 
hondred  men,  and  notwithstanding  the  strong 
objection  which  resulted  from  the  organization 
into  companies  of  one  hondred,  aa  proposed  br 
that  call,  the;  were  placed  under  hu  cwmiian^ 
for  the  three  months  required. 

At  the  same  tim^  Gen.  King  was  authorized 
to  call  ont  the  militia  of  his  diTision,  in  Maine, 
and  place  them  in  the  forts  along  that  sea- 
board, should  the  oflBcen  of  the  United  States 
reqnire  it. 

The  Major-Generals  of  the  tfOi  division,  in- 
elnding  the  oounties  of  Plymouth,  Bristol,  and 
BamaUble;  of  the  second  division,  in  the 
ooanty  of  Essex ;  of  the  sixth  and  twelfth  di- 
visiona,  comprising  the  counties  of  York  and 
Cnmberland — all  of  which  bordered  upon  the 
aeaooast,  were  directed  to  keep  guards  at  the 
points  of  danger,  and  have  the  militia  in  con- 
ataat  readiness  to  march,  at  the  shortest  notice, 
for  the  defence  of  any  place  that  might  be  at- 
tacked. 

The  alarm  had,  during  this  Bummer,  become 
almost  onivarBal  along  the  seacoas^  of  ux 
hundred  miles,  from  Bhode  Island  to  the  eastern 
extr«nity  of  Maine,  which  Maasachnaetts  had 
to  defimdf  without  the  ^d  of  any  of  the  regular 
troops. 

British  ships  of  war  were  hovering  on  our 
coast.  Every  place  was  exposed.  Every 
thing  was  in  danger  from  an  effective  force  of 
tiie  enemy  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  ena- 
bled by  the  fleet  to  which  they  were  attached, 
to  make  a  descent  npon  any  point  of  this  long- 
extended  line  of  seacoast 

Boston  was  cousideied  the  object  of  the  ene- 
my. The  British  Admiral  threatened  the 
towns  on  the  seaboard  generally,  with  destruc- 
tion.  But  the  Umted  States  naval  depot  at 
Charlestown,  and  the  wealth  of  our  capital,  at 
once  excited  the  avarice  and  the  love  of  glory 
of  the  enemy.  Apprehennon  became  universal, 
and  the  danger  of  invasion  was  so  imminent, 
that  the  Oovemment  issued  new  orders  for  the 
whole  militia  <^  the  Commonwealth  to  be  in 
readiness,  flye  regiments  of  infantry,  two 
battalions  of  artillery,  and  several  independent 
and  rifle  companies — the  flower  of  Massachusetts 
—were  marched  from  the  centre  and  extremity 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  defence  of  the 
capital — and  remained  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
for  several  weeks,  until  the  apprehension  had 
sabsided,  or  at  least  the  danger  had  gone  by. 
Ai  one  of  that  corps,  he  ooold  himself  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  troops 
eiDie  out,  and  tbe  unfeigned  Joy  wltli  which 
ibey  were  received  as  the  defenders  of  the  cap- 
itil.  To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  occnr- 
mcei  of  that  period,  and  the  threats  of  the 
fDMiy,  it  would  be  aaperflaoas  to  saji  th^ 
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these  measures  averted  the  calamities  which 
would  have  followed  the  threatened  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Twenty-five  hundred  men  were 
marched  from  tbe  county  (tf  Norfolk,  a&ier  a 
notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  dofence  of 
Boston;  and  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  men 
were  placed,  in  September  of  this  year,  under 
the  command  of  the  United  States  ofScer,  and 
stationed  in  the  forts  uf  Boston  harbor. 

A  regiment  was  stationed  also  at  Cambridge- 
port  and,  at  the  request  of  General  Dearborn, 
all  the  militia  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston, 
were  kept  in  ocmatant  preparation  to  be  callea 
out 

It  ia  true,  that  the  troops  ordered  ont  at  this  pe- 
riod, witb  the  exception  of  those  alluded  to  in  ^e 
forts  of  Boston  harbor,  were  not  placed  nnda 
the  command  of  tbe  officersof  the  United  States, 
They  were  ordered  out,  in  companies  of  sixty- 
four,  according  to  their  habitual  organization, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat^  and  not 
according  to  the  requisition  of  the  officers  of 
the  General  Government.  It  is  believed  that 
such  new  and  illegal  oivanization  would,  if  not 
resisted  by  the  militia  memselves,  at  least  have 
thwarted  the  patriotic  purposes  for  which  th^ 
wete  summoned  to  the  field. 

Indeed,  the  Governor,  at  this  period,  an- 
nounced to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  had 
not  placed  them  under  tbe  snperintendence  of 
the  chief  of  that  military  distnot,  because  satAk 
inconveniences  and  ol^eotions  had  arisen  from 
having  done  so  before,  that  be  could  not  repeat 
the  measure. 

The  cotemporaneous  opinion  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy,  show  how  justly  tbese  measures 
were  appreciated,  and  how  tbay  estimated  the 
alacrity  of  the  troops  in  coming  to  the  defence 
of  the  naval  depot. 

Commodore  Bainbridge,  in  his  letter  of  April 
6,  1814,  expresses  to  General  Welles  "the 

f ratification  he  received  in  witnessing  the  ready 
isposition  of  General  Brooks,  of  himself,  and 
the  military  under  their  command,  in  affording 
ud  in  defence  of  the  frigate  OonsUtQtlon."  And 
Cwtun  Jones,  in  his  lettw  to  the  same  militia 
officer,  8^8,  that  the  proofs  "  of  zeal  and  alac- 
rity to  repel  meditated  attacks  uf  the  enemy, 
evinced  m  the  correepondence,  are  extremd[y 
gratifying,  and  ensured  the  safety  of  the  floniv 
khing  town  of  Charlestown  and  the  naval  prop- 
er^ which  the  enemy  is  so  desirous  to  destroy." 

The  President^  himself,  in  his  Message  of 
February,  1824,  speaking  of  the  services  of  the 
fifth  division,  the  accounts  in  regard  to  which 
had  been  audited  at  the  War  Department,  says, 
that  the  services  rendered  by  it  were  spon- 
taneous, patriotic,  and  proper;  necessary  for 
self-defence,  to  repel,  in  some  instances,  actufd 
invasion,  and  in  others  to  meet,  by  adequate 
preparation,  inTOcjons  that  were  menaced. 

Never,  says  he,  in  the  same  communication, 
was  there  a  moment  when  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  in  the  great  body  of  oar  fellow- 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  was  impaired,  nor  is 
there  a  doubt  that  they  were  at  all  times 
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wiUiBg  to  rapport  tiieir  rigfata,  nd  to  rep^  an 
invadoii  by  the  enomj.  tte  goes  on  to  say, 
that  osMtitial  service  was  rendered  in  the  late 
Tar  by  tbe  militia  of  HasaaehnsettB,  and  from 
the  most  patriotio  motiTes.  It  seems  just, 
therefore,  says  he,  that  they  tbonld  be  oompen- 
sated  in  like  maimer  with  the  militU  of  tbe 
other  States. 

Even  the  remonstrance  of  the  Portland  offi- 
cers i^nst  beiiu  placed  onder  tbe  command 
of  officers  oi  the  united  States,  contains  a  sen- 
timent of  lofty  patriotism,  irhich,  he  thonght, 
might  well  iodieate  tiie  general  feeling  which 
animated  the  citizens  of  his  State.  They  were 
ready  to  d^end  their  oouitry  fron  invarion, 
•nd  had  coorage  to  preaMrve  It  rapcdlated  by 
uyhoatile  foot. 

When  the  little  town  of  Brewater  was  laid 
voder  ooQtribation,(aoommoD<»lsmi^(tf  war,) 
tad  was  obliged  to  pay  money  to  preserve  ita 
Taluable  salt  worbH-which  Osptun  Baggott 
threatened  to  destroy — the  committee  of  the 
•joining  town  of  Orleans  deohu-e,  that  they 
sre  doutitihl  whether  the  paying  raeh  a  tribnte 
be  oonrfstent  with  onr  duty  to  onr  oonntry,  or 
cor  adherence  to  tbe  oonstitnticn.  And  they 
Terr  justly  remark,  that  the  money  ao  paid,  will 
enable  tlie  enemy  to  proseoote  the  war  against 
other  towns  with  more  vigor. 

Thoae  who  are  di^maed  to  look  into  the  detail 
of  these  alarma,  and  the  measnrea  taken  to  repel 
the  enemy  along  tbe  sonthem  coast,  will  be  en- 
abled to  form  a  just  estimate  of  both,  by  lookine 
into  the  orders  published  by  the  direction'of 
Haior-Oeneral  Goodwin,  of  the  fifth  division. 

Ue  felt  convinced  that  the  time  allotted  to 
him,  would  not  enable  bim  to  do  that  justice  in 
the  detail,  to  the  militia  of  Massachosetts,  which 
their  patriotism  and  their  servioea  would  require. 

Forty-four  tliousand  of  the  militia  were  called 
out  iu  that  Stat«  during  the  war. 

He  would  go  on  now  to  consider,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  particular  provisions  of  the  bill  upon 
the  taUe,  wfai<^  proposes  to  place  the  claims  of 
the  State  upon  uie  same  foo^ng  as  the  claims 
of  the  other  Statea  for  i^ilar  aervloea.  It  pro- 
vides— 

lat.  That  they  shall  he  paid  where  the  ser- 
Tioee  were  rendered  in  com^iance  with  the  re- 
quisition of  an  officer  of  tbe  United  States, 

8d.  Where  they  were  called  out  to  repel  in- 
vasion, or  under  a  well-founded  apprehension  of 
invasion.  Provided  the  nnmbers  were  not  in 
undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

8d.  Where  the  troops  were  not  specifically 
withheld  tTom  an  officer  of  the  Unitipd  Siatea 
applying  for  the  same  to  the  Governor,  nnder 
an  aathority  so  to  do  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Havfaigahown,  aa  he  confidently  believed,  that 
the  abstract  constitQdonal  qn^onshad  no  effiect 
upon  the  character,  nsefalneaa,  or  patriotism,  of 
the  services  rendered,  and,  indeed,  that  the  con- 
atitntional  t^nostion  was  practically  abandoned 
before  the  important  services  were  rendered, 
he  might  a^  who  ooold  ioA  exposed  to  the 
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proviaiona  of  a  btO  which  propoaed  to  pat  thoaa 
daima  upon  the  same  footing  of  all  otbor  dUmS 
for  shnilar  aerviceaf 

Mr.  ^vAaux,  of  Maine,  addreewd  com- 
mittee aa  follows : 

Hr.  Obairmaa :  I  am  in  favor  of  tlie  bill ;  and 
I  am  induced  to  o^  my  reasont  fw  being  so, 
because  I  cannot  entirely  coincide  in  o{^nioa 
with  either  of  tbe  gentlemen  from  Massachosetts 
(Mr.  Davb  and  Mr.  Dwioht)  who  have  address 
ed  yon ;  and  because  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
(Mr.  Hocbtok)  baa  been  pleaaed  to  say^ 
that  no  one  who  was  in  the  minority  of  Mana- 
ohoaetts  daring  the  late  war,  can  anpport  the 
bill,  or  rec^ve  money  nnder  it,  withoat  a  vii^ 
tioD  <tf  ooD^eocy — ^without,  indeed,  an  aban- 
donment of  prindple.  Sir,  the  State  wbloU  I 
have  tbe  honor  in  part  to  repreaent,  and  dl  her 
Representatives  apon  thia  floor,  w««  in  that 
minority.  She  will  receive  a  portion  of  tha 
money  provided  for  by  the  bill,  and  I  am  nn- 
willing,  by  silence,  to  admit  tluit  imputations 
can  rest  upcm  that  character  forpdiiioalooDdst- 
ency,  which  we  have  ao  liarcUy  earned  and  i» 
long  mMntained. 

It  is  first  asked,  why  abonld  the  claim  of  Maa- 
aaehiwettB  be  allowed  t  I  answer,  beoaose  it  is 
just  in  itself,  and  because  similar  daima  bava 
been  allowed  to  other  Statea. 

It  ia  joat  in  itself  The  several  States  hava 
oonoeded  the  General  Government  the  power 
of  peace  and  war,  and  tbe  revenues  by  which 
war  is  to  be  proaecated  and  aggresdon  repelled; 
and  it  ia  the  duty  of  the  General  Government 
to  protect  each  State  against  invasion.  This 
doty  13  not  left  to  inference,  but  is  imposed, 
in  express  terms,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  constitution.  This  high 
obligation,  thus  assumed  by  the  fhndamaital 
compact,  is  brought  into  most  vigoroos  exercise 
when  tlie  United  Slates  declared  war:  forthea 
nn  enemy  is  created  without  the  ccmsent  ot  the 
State ;  the  time  and  droumstanoee  of  the  decla- 
ration are  selected  by  the  General  Government; 
and,  most  assuredly,  it  ong^  to  defend  tiie  dt> 
izeos  from  theattaoka  whioh  it  has  thnadelibov 
ately  challenged.  If  it  do  not,  hot  leaves  a  Stats 
to  exhaust  its  own  resonroes  in  repelHng  the 
enemy,  tbe  United  States  are  bonnd  to  repay  tbe 
sums  which  shall  have  been  thus  expended. 

This  proposition  is  so  clear  Uiat  it  hardly  ad- 
mits of  argument  or  illustration.  It  rests  upon 
those  eternal  principles  of  Jiutioe  and  good  faith 
by  which  every  jodicid  trlband  proems  in  en- 
forcing engag^ents  between  man  and  man. 
Principles,  which  are  fundameotd  in  the  juris- 
prudence of  every  enlightened  coantry  ;  wtiieh 
the  United  States  have  recognized  and  enforced; 
and,  in  obedieooe  to  which,  Congress  have  act- 
ed, in  granting  ddma,  ever  unce  the  oi^mixar 
tion  of  the  Government, 

Thia  very  snUeot  oS  militia  services  has  pre- 
sented itself,  and  the  United  States  have  paid 
large  sums  to  several  States,  for  expanses  in- 
curred in  defending  themselves  during  tbe  lata 
WW,  witJiont  uy  previoos  re^nest  tx  assent  on 
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ttte  part  of  the  General  GoT«niinent  Soohwcro 
tbe  claims  of  Maryland  and  New  York.  This 
priDciple  has  not  only  been  acted  upon  in  par- 
tleiilar  casei,  bat  estaUtshed  aa  a  general  mle. 
In  a  tetter  nom  Mr.  OaUtonn,  Secretary  <tf  War, 
to  the  Third  Anditnr,  written  on  the  1^  of 
Febniary,  1818,  in  reference  to  the  olaimeof 
the  State  of  Maryland,  lie  sa^:  "Ton  will  ad- 
mit all  the  expenditnree  by  the  State  that  are 
of  the  nsoal  character  in  ench  oases,  and  prop- 
erty Tonched,  inhere  the  militia  have  been  eaU- 
^  out  on  actual  or  veil-founded  fear  of  ima- 
aion.""  And,  in  a  letter  of  80th  of  March,  1818, 
the  same  officer,  in  reference  to  the  claims  of 
New  Tork,  says :  "  In  the  settlement  of  similar 
accoonts,  it  hat  been  eatablished  by  thit  Depart- 
ment as  a  principle,  that  the  United  States  are 
fiable  fur  all  the  disborsements  made  by  tbe 
Btate  on  acoonnt  of  militia  called  oat  by  an* 
fiiority  ctf  the  United  States;  provided  snob 
disbaraementa  were  for  tbe  nsaal  military  snp- 
pKes,  and  sndi  as  nw  antborized  law  tat  the 
militia.  The  tame  principle  applies  where  the 
militia  have  been  called  oat  by  the  State  au- 
thority, and  afterwards  recognized  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  vhere  they  havebeencalledoutmattid- 
den  tneaeion,  or  weU-foundedfear  of  mtiaMm." 

The  bill  before  ns  is  foonded  npon  these  prin- 
efples  and  these  precedents.  It  proposes  to  pay 
to  MasBachosetts  the  sam  which  she  necessarily 
expended  in  protecting  herself  from  invasion, 
during  a  war  declared  by  the  United  States.  It 
is  to  extend  to  her  the  same  measure  of  Jostice 
which  has  been  meted  out  to  the  othw  members 
of  the  Gonfederaoy,and  wUoh  has  been  wHhIield 
team  her,  and  her  only.  Such  being  the  char- 
acter of  uie  bill,  I  cannot  donbt  that  every  gen< 
lioman  who  hears  me  would  wish  to  ^ve  it  liis 
SQpport,  and  repay  to  Massachusetts  the  sums 
which  she  has  paid  in  discharging  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  General  GoTernment,  unless  there 
be  soine  insnperable  objection,  involving  a  vio- 
lation of  principle. 

What,  then,  are  the  objections  which  have 
been  nrged  against  it?  The  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Houston,)  rests 
Bolety  npon  certain  doctrines  and  conduct 
of  libssaohasetts  during  the  war.  His  objec- 
tiiHif  reduced  to  distinct  form,  is,  that  you 
eannot  pass  this  bill  wltbont  giving  your 
sanction  to  those  doctrines  and  that  oundnot 
This,  indeed,  comprises  all  that  has  been  urged, 
here  or  elsewhere,  which  Is  entitled  to  l)e  con- 
ndered  as  an  objection.  Those  doctrines  were 
—first,  that  to  the  State  Executive  belongs  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  existence  of  the  exigencies 
upoa  which  the  militia  ore  to  be  called  forth 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and,  sec- 
(ndly,  that,  when  called  forth,  the  militia  can- 
not be  lawfully  commanded  by  any  officer  of 
tbe  United  States,  except  by  the  President  in 
person.  These  doctrines  were,  tmquestionably, 
erroneoua.  I  thought  so  then — I  think  so  still — 
I  lave  never  had  a  donbt  of  ft.  I  have  resisted 
ftm  from  the  first  moment  of  t^eir  promu^a- 
lim;  and  fiir  be  it  from  ma  now  to  say,  <v  dc^ 


[H.  OF  & 

or  assent  to  any  thing  which  would  establish 
theinastme.  The  claim  of  Massachusetts  is  not, 
for  a  moment,  to  be  put  in  competition  with  a 
sound  oonstmctiDn  of  the  ctHDstitation— it  is  but 
as  tbe  dust  in  the  balance,  in  the  oompaiison. 

"Bf  passing  tbe  bill,  yon  nndonbtedly  approve 
<rf  ttie  mlHtia  aervioes  flnr  which  it  makes  pay- 
ment. But  yon  do  not  Aereby  sanction  the  opin- 
ions and  coDdnct  whieb  have  been  mentioned, 
unless  they  were  so  connected  withtibe  SCTVices 
that  you  cannot  countenance  the  one  without 
opposing  the  other.  Were  th^  so  omneetedt 
At  first  view,  it  would  seem  difficult  toperoeive 
how  services,  actually  performed,  ^ould  be  con- 
sidered as  growing  out  (tf  a  refusal  to  render 
service.  But,  withont  r^ing  upon  this,  I  ask 
your  attentirai  to  the  transactions  of  the  period 
when  these  expenses  were  Incurred.  Let  us  see 
what  was  dona,  and  not  merely  what  was  s^. 

The  act  of  10th  <tf  Aioil,  1812,  anthorized  a 
ietoi^meni  frtHU  tb«  imlitia  (tf  100,000  men, 
<A  whioh  each  State  was  to  ftuniA  its  quota ; 
and  the  Preddent  was  anthorized  to  call  them 
into  aotnal  service,  In  all  the  ezigenciee  provid- 
ed for  by  the  constitutitm.  In  the  same  montii 
of  April,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  War  requested 
tbe  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  bold 
their  re^>eotive  qnotaa  of  sud  detachment  in 
readiness ;  and,  on  the  2Sd  of  June  following, 
four  days  after  the  declaration  of  war.  General 
Dearborn  requested  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts to  call  into  actual  service  forty-one  com- 
panies as  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts  quota  of 
said  detachment,  under  the  act  of  April,  1819. 
This  requisition  was  sanotioned  1^  the  Pren- 
dent,  and  enforced  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary War  to  the  Governor  of  Massaohnsetta, 
written  on  the  Slst  of  July,  1812.  The  Exeoa- 
tive  uf  Massachusetts  then  consulted  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State,  and  there- 
upon advanced  those  erroneous  doctrines  re- 
specting the  conatitutitmal  power  over  the  militia, 
which  nave  been  so  ranch  and  so  jusUy  censur- 
ed ;  and  Governor  Strong  then  refused  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisition  which  had  been  made. 
What  was  tbe  extent  of  that  refusal  ?  Tbe  most 
obvioos  answer  is,  that  it  was  co-extensive  with 
the  request,  which  was  confined,  in  express 
terms,  to  a  part  of  tbe  detaehmait  aatiiorized 
by  the  law  of  181S,  and  fbr  six  -  months  onlf. 
But  gentlemoi  may,  peihai»,  contend  that,  a 
part  having  been  called  for  and  withheld,  the 
refusal,  if  unretraoted,  is  to  be  considered  as 
05>erating  so  long  as  tbe  detachment  and  the 
law  of  1812  existed.  This  is  its  utmost  latitude. 
It  surely  could  have  no  effect  when  the  subject 
matter,  upon  whioh  it  was  to  act,  was  gone. 
When  the  law  ceases  to  exist,  disobedience  ci, 
it  is  necessarily  at  an  end.  Now,  sir,  the  law 
of  1812  expired,  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1814,  and  all  the  expenses  for 
which  remuneration  is  asked,  excepting  a  small 
fraction,  an  hundredth  part,  perhaps,  accrued 
after  that  period.  If,  Hieii.  the  reqoiaitim  mada 
under  the  aot  of  1812  had  hew  ndly  oom^ied 
witb— ni^,  rir,  if  the  whda  detaohmwt  created 
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by  that  law  had  been  Id  actual  service  doriag 
the  whde  term  of  its  existence — ^it  woald  not 
have  prednded  tiie  neceseity  of  tiie  services  ren- 
dered in  theSomnw  and  Antnmn  of  1614,  when 
the  enemy  was  wf^logwar  witii  his  utmost  vigor 
opon  oar  seacoast.  The  provision  for  defeDce, 
by  ttie  law  of  1812,  was  contemplated  to  extend 
only  to  April,  1814,  when  the  law  and  detach- 
meet  expired  together.  So  fkr,  then,  there  was 
no  connection  whatever  between  thoee  etroDe- 
oos  opinions,  or  ref^isal,  and  the  miUtia  services 
sabseqnently  performed. 

In  April,  1814,  commenced  a  new  era.  The 
only  act  of  Oon^esa  bearing  npon  this  subject, 
then  remaining  in  force,  was  the  law  of  28th 
Febmsry,  1796.  By  the  first  seotim  of  that  act, 
it  is  provided,  that,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  inuni* 
nent  danger  of  Invasion,  "it  shall  be  lawM  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  oaU  forth 
snob  number  of  the  militia  of  the  State  or  Stot« 
most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or  scene 
of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel 
rach  invasion,  and  to  issue  his  orders  for  that 
purpose  to  such  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia 
as  he  shall  think  proper."  I  cannot  agree  in 
the  opinion,  respecting  this  law,  which  has  Just 
been  expressed  by  the  gentlemaa  from  Hassa- 
ohnsetts,  (Mr.  Dwioht,)  bnt  will  endeavor  to 
present  my  own  views  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, the  Prerident  has  no  power  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  in  any  event  wfaate  He  is  to  be 
the  Oommander-in-CSiief  of  the  militia,  when  in 
BCtaal  service.  But  to  Congress,  and  Oonfn^ 
alone,  belongs  the  power  to  provide  for  calling 
them  forth.  The  law  then  might  as  well  have 
vested  this  authority  in  any  other  tribunal  or 
indiri^al  as  in  the  President.  Suppose  that 
it  had  declared  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Staten  should  jtu^«  ik  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  constitutional  exigencies  upon 
which  the  militia  are  to  be  required,  and,  upon 
snch  judgment,  should  iasoe  their  mandate  to  a 
militia  officer;  would  it  be  contended  that 
that  oonrt  ooidd  have  constituted  an  inferior 
tribnoal  to  fonn  that  judgment  in  their  stead, 
and  to  issoe  that  mandatel  Under  tlUa  law, 
the  President  was  only  an  agwit,  with  defined 
and  delegated  powers.  And  if  the  principle, 
that  del^cated  power  cannot  be  ag^n  delegated, 
is  ever  to  be  appUed,  it  must  be  to  a  case  like 
this,  where  it  was  to  be  exerted  upon  future 
oontingeuoies,  and  a  judgment  to  be  formed  by 
the  agent  upon  knowledge  to  be  acquired.  It 
involved  the  exercise  of  a  most  important  and 
delicate  discretion.  It  was  strictiy  fiduciary. 
The  President,  then,  could  not  impart  this 
power  to  others.  He  could  not  parcel  out  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  and  the  forming  of 
bis  judgment,  among  a  number  of  inferior 
officers,  and  authorize  each  to  judge  and  to 
call  forth  the  militia  at  plusure.  If  he  could, 
then  the  persons  so  authorized  might  delegate 
this  power  to  their  inferiors,  and  these  again 
to  others,  and  eo  on,  without  limitation,  until 
th0  wh(^  militia  of  the  United  Btates  mi^ 
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be  at  the  command  of  the  meanest  subaltern  in 
the  Army. 

Will  it  be  Bidd  that  I  am  enoroaohing  npon 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  over 
the  militia?  I  am  not.  I  hold  that  the  power 
(tf  Coogreas  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  is  a  conwlete  power;  they  may  exercise 
it  at  pleasure.  But  no  officer  can  call  for  the 
militia  in  any  other  manner  than  that  which 
has  been  provided  by  law ;  and,  if  he  attempt 
to  do  so,  he  encroaches  upon  the  powers  of 
Congress,  and  bis  call  is  utterly  nugatory.  WiU 
it  be  said  that  General  Dearborn  was  only  the 
medinm,  a  mere  condnit,  through  which  the 
Preddent  acted,  and  that  tiie  reqnintion  was 
the  order  of  the  Prerident,  issoed  upon  fais  own 
judgment,  and  not  dmendent  iroon  any  disore* 
tion  in  General  Dearimmt  Sir,  all  the  docn- 
ments  before  us,  and  the  whole  history  of  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  tJuited  States  officers  in  Haa- 
sachusetts,  show  that  it  was  otherwise.  The 
nature  of  tiie  anthoritv  intended  to  be  conferred 
upon  that  officer,  is  clearly  shown  by  the  letter 
from  the  SeoretMy  of  War  to  the  Governor  trf 
Massachusetts,  dated  12th  of  June,  1812.  It  is 
in  these  words: 

"  SiE :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request 
your  Excellency  to  order  ioto  ttie  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  reyvitition  tf  Major-Otncmi 
Iteai^om,  such  part  of  the  quote  of  the  mifitis  iti 
Usssachnsetts,  detached  coiuiiH'aiably  to  tiie  act  of 
10th  April,  181S,M  As  maif  dum  fwoMMrSF  for  the 
dofenoe  of  the  seacoasL" 

This  is  no  present  order  for  the  militia,  bnt 
wholly  prospective,  and  makes  the  calling  for 
them  to  depend  entirely  npon  the  discretion  of 
the  officer,  and  not  upon  the  Judgment  of  the 
President.  It  was  written  before  the  war 
existed,  while  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  It  does  not,  indeed,  directly  appear, 
that  the  I^^dent  attempted  to  confer  aouiority 
on  General  Dearborn,  under  the  law  of  1796; 
although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  gathered  from  the 
tenor  of  the  documents,  tiiat  it  was  oontem- 

Slated  that  he  should  exercise  the  same  general 
iscretionaij  power  nnder  tfaU  law  as  ander 
that  of  1612.  But,  as  snob  a  power  oould  not 
be  delegated,  Genwnl  Dearborn  could  possess  no 
authority  to  call  forth  the  militia. 

Another  difficulty  has  presented  itself.  The 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  has  told  us  that  no 
officer  of  the  militia  is  to  be  commanded  by 
an  inferior  officer  of  tbe  Army  of  the  United 
States.  So  says  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate;  so  say  the 
rnles  and  articles  of  war,  and  every  other 
anthority  upon  the  sabject.  I  should  like,  then, 
to  be  informed  how  tbe  commander-in-oliicf  of 
the  militia  of  a  State  is  bound  to  obey  tbe 
orda-i  or  conmandi  of  a  Mi^r-General  of  the 
Anny  of  tiie  United  States,  leened  at  the  will 
and  pleasnre  of  end)  officer?  I  put  it  to  the 
gentleman  to  answer  me.  WiU  he  say  that 
such  oommander-in-chiefi  with  seventy  thttu- 
sand  bayonets  at  his  command,  and  thirteen 
mi^-gcaierals  under  him,  is  not  si^erior  in 
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grade  to  a  General  in  the  Arm^  t  No  one  will 
pretead  it.  Will  he  say  that  the  reqauition 
QpOD  tlie  GoTernor  was  to  be  an  order  to  him 
as  a  militia  officer  1  Thea  it  was  a  mere  nallit  jr. 
The  only  mode  provided  by  Congress  was  by 
an  order  to  an  officer  of  tha  muitia.  And  a 
request  for  troops,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  l^;al 
efficacy,  might  as  well  be  addressed  to  the  priest 
of  a  parish,  or  a  proctor  in  a  ooUege,  as  to  the 
Governor  of  a  State,  if  it  be  not  an  ordu-  to 
Idm  aa  a  militia  offloer. 

Sr,  the  Prerideot  never  iasaed  his  order  fbr 
the  militia  of  Hsssaohnsetts,  nnder  the  act  oS 
1795 ;  and  no  constitntional  provision  was 
made  for  her  defence  by  the  General  Gtovero- 
meot,  after  April,  1814.  She  was  compelled  to 
dtffeod  hereof.  After  the  peace  in  Europe,  the 
enemy  was  enabled  to  bring  an  immense  force 
Dpon  ber  extended  coast,  and  she  was  left  to 
exbaost  her  own  resooroes  in  repelling  the 
enony,  and  protecting  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  from  iuTawon.  These  ezpendi- 
tnres  are  wholly  disconnected  from  all  censor- 
able  acts  and  erroneous  opiniou,  and  #e  are 
■olraanlfbonod  to  make  rauuneration  fbr  them, 
as  we  have  done  fiw  all  rimilar  servioea  in  other 
States. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  ^ken  at 
lar^  of  the  conduct  (rf*  Massaohnsetta  dnriog 
the  war ;  hnt,  after  all  his  laborious  researches, 
he  lias  foond  but  one  instance  in  which,  even 
by  his  own  constmction,  there  was  any  want 

promptitude  in  rolling  the  enemy ;  and  that 
was  tise  case  of  the  little  town  of  Brewster.  He 
epoke  somewhat  sneeringly  of  the  oontribntion 
levied  npOQ  that  place;  and  toJd  na,  rather 
rigoificantiy,  that  if  he  bad  been  there,  he 
woiUd  have  met  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the 
b»onet  Yes,  sir,  if  he  had  lived  in  a  littie 
viUage  of  thirty  or  forty  houses,  npon  a  sandy 
eape,  where  three  British  748  ooold,  within 
point  blank  shot,  have  pottred  in  their  whole 
batteries,  and  demolish  it  at  once,  he  would 
have  stood  npon  the  naked  beach  and  met  those 
74b  at  tiie  point  of  the  l»yonetI  It  woold 
have  been  a  most  gallant  action!  The  gentle- 
man spoke  of  that  which  be  did  notnnderstaad. 
Had  he  known  the  hardy  Oape  Ood  men  as  well 
aa  I  do,  he  woald  have  known  that  thue  is  not 
npon  tills  earth  a  set  of  men  that  meet  an  enemy 
nKK«  fearleaslj  than  they  do,  Snoh  were  the 
men  wtio  achieved  yoor  viotoriea  apra  the  Lakes, 
and  open  the  Oman,  and  aoflbred  in  the  prisons 
of  Dartmoor;  and  I  envy  not  the  man  wno  can 
speak  of  tbdr  ndrfortones  with  a  sneer. 

I  am  not  an  apologist  for  the  conduct  of 
Kaasacbnsetts  during  the  war.  There  was 
Doch  of  it  which  I  never  did,  and  never  can 
approve.  But  I  wonld  not  be  indiscriminate  in 
my  censare. 

I  would  not  be  drawn  aside  from  the  sobjeot 
<tf  the  militia,  which  is  now  more  immediately 
before  na;  and  of  which,  for  the  present,  I  am 
oMitant  to  speak.  I  have  before  remark^  that 
Geocral  Dearborn  bad  no  power  to  make  any 
ntiuffitative  nquititiooa  mr  the  militia  after 
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the  year  1813.  But  that  brave  and  fiiitbfhl 
officer  was  anxious  that  the  territory  and 
property  within  his  district  should  he  defended, 
and,  for  that  purpose,  he,  at  different  times, 
requested  that  troops  should  be  called  forth ; 
and,  notwithstanding  wliat  has  been  add  by 
the  gentJeman  from  Tennessee,  every  reque^ 
made  upon  the  Governor  of  ACaasaobasetts  by 
General  Dearhmv,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
United  States,  fbr  the  pnipose  of  defenoe,  waa 
Bobstantially  oompHed  with  after  1618.  I  do 
not  mean  that  they  were  answered  In  tarmy 
and  the  troops  alwa^  placed  nnder  the  officers 
of  the  United  States,  but,  that  the  measures 
derared  were  aotoally  adopted.  There  was  con- 
cert and  arrangement  between  theoffioers  of  the 
General  and  State  Govemmmta  in  their  exer- 
tions to  defend  the  soil. 

The  first  reqointion  made  by  General  Dear- 
bom,  after  1812,  was  on  the  6th  of  July,  181^ 
and  was  for  eleven  hondred  men  to  be  called 
into  service,  with  suitable  officers.  On  the 
twelfth  the  same  July,  the  Governor  of 
Murachnsette  ordered  his  A^ntantrGeneral  to 
comply  with  that  reqaest.  which  was  done^  and 
the  tnxHM  ^aoed  under  the  command  tjX  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States. 

The  next  request  was  on  the  12th  of  Angust 
of  the  same  year,  when  he  desired  that  small 
detachments  should  be  turned  out,  as  occasion 
should  require,  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
This  measnre  was  adopted. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1814,  General 
Dearborn  requested  about  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  men  to  be  colled  out,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  same  September,  he  auj^nested  the 
propriety  (tf  having  all  the  militia  within  twen- 
ty or  thirty  miles  of  the  seacoast  on  the  alert, 
and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 
Chi  the  same  6th  of  September,  the  Governor 
called  into  service  more  than  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  troops,  and  ordered  the  whole  militia 
of  the  State  to  l>e  in  oonstant  readiness  for  an 
Instant  march. 

On  the  l7th  of  the  same  September,  General 
Dearborn  made  a  requisition  for  twelve  hundred 
men,  which  was  complied  with,  and  the  troops 
placed  under  his  command,  in  the  forts_  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  20th  September,  1814,  pursuant  to  pre- 
vious arrangement,  eleven  honored  men  were 
nrdered  by  the  Execntive  t£  Massaohnsetts,  to. 
be  placed  nnder  the  oommand  of  an  offloer  of  the 
United  States,  hnt  difficulties  arinag  from  the 
militia,  and  not  from  the  Government,  prevented 
this  arrangement  Iwtng  carried  into  e^ot. 

On  the  22d  of  the  same  September,  three 
hundred  men  were  placed  nnder  the  command  of 
Col.  Walbach,  of  the  United  States  Army,  for 
tiie  d^enoe  of  Portemonth,  in  New  Hampshire. 

As  early  as  August,  1812,  at  the  request  of 
Genera)  Dearborn,  three  companies  were  placed 
nnder  the  oommand  of  General  Boyd,  a  United 
States  officer,  at  Eastport. 

In  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1814  Oommo- 
dtnre  Bainbridge^  thea  oommander  of  the  UnUed 
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States  Nftv7  Yard  at  OhariMtowo.  made  aevena 
roqaests  for  preparaUons  and  from  the  militia, 
for  the  d^uue  of  the  fi^te  Oonetitntioo.  aod 
the  NavT  Tard,  and  for  the  erecticm  of  foria. 
all  whieh  were  irith  mtk  alaoity  ocn&plied 
with  aa  to  cause  expreasoonaof  grotifloation,  not 
Mil  J  from  the  CcMnmodore,  bat  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  hims^. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  181^  the  Governor  of 
Uaasoohusetts  gave  oilers  to  lligOT-General 
Kiagy  that,  whenever  i^plioation  should  be 
made  by  an  aatborized  omoer  of  the  United 
States,  commanding  ai^'  of  th6  forte  ot  the 
United  States,  for  aid  to  defend  them  against  the 
a{)proach  of  an  enemy,  be  should  comply  with 
the  request,  and  fnriiiah  the  q  amber  of  men 
desired. 

I  have  t^QB  far  (xmfined  myself  to  the  tran*- 
aeUfMBS  o£  the  war^  and  the  drenoutanoee  at- 
tendant v^oa  the  Benrioes  for  which  oompensa- 
tion  is  clauned.  Since  that  time,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Kassaohssetta  have  nneqaivocflily 
renouaoed  those  erroneous  doctrines  whM^  are 
now  urged  as  so  formidable  an  objection  to 
this  bill.  Herel  wishnottobemisonderstood. 
I  do  not  contend  that  this  reum[i(»aUon  i^ves 
any  new  merits  to  the  claim.  It  must  make 
its  way  by  its  own  original  strength.  Bat  the 
disavowal  removes  an  obstouction  presented  to 
the  pr(«reu  of  the  olaim.  It  is  objected,  that 
yon  will  jeoijardize  the  soaod  constmctiMi  of 
the  consntQtion.  Bat  those  erroneons  exposi- 
tions having  been  expressly  renounced  by  tiie 
State  which  advanced  them,  if  yon  allow  tiie 
daim  after  and  upon  sach  rentmciatioa,  yoa 
thereby  saoetion  the  disavowal,  and  r^ndiate 
those  doctrines.  The  objeetioo.  is  thus  efi^ 
nallr  obviated. 

The  prinoi^es  of  this  bill  are  most  safe  for 
the  KatMHud  Treasory :  for,  however  great  may 
have  been  the  expenditures  of  Ifassa^osetts, 
no  more  can  be  pfud  to  her  than  it  most  have 
cost  the  United  States  to  have  provided  for  hw 
defence.  On  the  other  hand,  if  her  measures 
were  won  eeonomioal  than  thtme  of  the  United 
States,  yoa  derive  the  wh(^  benefit  of  that 
economjr;  and,  in  jxnnt  of  ihot,  if  the  forty-one 
companies,  called  fbr  by  Q«ieraL  Dearborn,  had 
been  in  Bervice  daring  the  two  yews  that  the 
law  of  1812  continued  in  force,  it  would  have 
«)st  the  United  States  hundreds  of  thoasands 
of  dollars,  and  probably  more  than  the  whole 
existing  daim.  The  citizens  of  Kassachusetts 
and  Maine  may  have  suffered  by  that  refmal,  their 
defence  not  being  adequately  provided  for;  bat 
it  will  be  an  immense  benefit  to  the  National 
Treasury,  even  when  the  whole  demand  of  Has- 
aaohosetts,  widi  interest,  shall  be  allowed. 

I  am  constrained,  rir,  to  acknowledge  that  I 
came  to  tbia  inqoiry  wltii  pr^osseanons  against 
the  daim;  bat  oareftd  investigatim  has  con- 
vinced me  of  its  Jostico ;  and  I  oannot  doabt, 
that  every  gentleman  who  will  give  to  tiie  snb- 
ject  a  thorough  examination,  mil  come  to  the 
aane  result.  This  ooariction  is  strengthwed 
by  tha&at»  that  vngj  ownmittwt  to  wlwm  it 


has  been  referred,  and  there  have  beoi  not  leas 
than  three,  have  r^wrted  in  fovorctf  the  claim; 
and  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  who^ 
(rf  all  men  in  the  National  Govenunent,  had  thft 
best  means  of  tmdentanding  it,  and  certunly  had 
no  reason  to  be  unduly  bjaBsed  in  its  &vor,  a«v 
kno vledg«d  itsjnstioe,  and,  by  repeated  messagea 
to  Congress,  stnmgly  reeommeDoed  its  payment. 
I  hope,  then,  that  it  will  not  be  thought  indeco- 
rous in  me  to  request  gentlemen  to  come  to  th« 
consideration  of  this  sal^ect  nnlnaseed,  and  to 
disMfd  whatever  <jf  pn^udioe  the  ezcitMneni  of 
past  times  may  have  produced :  for,  pr^odice 
ulently  and  secretly  winds  its  subtile  and  ten- 
uous web  around  the  mind,  uttil  the  laya  of 
truth  are  utteriy  excluded. 

All  the  errors  of  Massachusetts  have  been 
portn^ed  in  sombre  ookua.  whila  ber  raerita 
have  be«  passed  by  in  stlenoe.  Even  bw 
early  sotiTwiDga,  without  which  some  <^  thoaa 
who  are  no  w  ready  to  reproach  her,  would  never 
have  Imathed  the  air  or  li^>ed  the  accfflits  <^ 
freedom,  seems  to  be  almost  forgotten.  It  ia 
not  fbr  me  to  d^ineate  ber  uiu^ter;  it 
b^<H^^  to  other  hands.  But  nnce  aH  who 
were  citizens  of  Maseaohneetts,  daring  the  lata 
war,  have  been  visited  by  indiscriminate  de- 
nondatiMis,  I  trust  I  may  be  indulged  in  saying 
a  fSaw  words  for  that  ^rt  which  now  consti- 
tutes my  own  State. 

Maine,  sir,  under  all  her  sufferings,  has  been, 
at  all  tinies,  the  firm  and  utdeviating  su|^K>rt6r 
of  the  oaase  oiwae  country.  Although  a  great 
portion  <^  her  citizens  were  dependent  uptw 
commerce  for  their  very  snbsistMice,  yet^  during 
embargo,  restrictions,  and  war,  she  beheld  her 
commerce  annihilated,  her  wharves  and  ber 
shores  desolate;  her  ships,  her  produce,  and 
herstorehoases  rotting  tcwether,  her  merduu^ 
mined,  her  inedianics  and  sfulors  red  need  from 
competence  to  b^gary,  uid  misenr  and  want 
spread  throng  her  land — and  all  without  « 
murmur  I  Boa  never  faltered  for  a  moment: 
but  remained  the  fearlees  and  unwavering  friend 
ot  the  Natimal  Government. 

Dorii^  the  war,  bordering  fbr  more  than 
three  hundred  nules  npm  the  territoiiee  ttf  the 
enemy,  and  with  nearly  the  same  extmt  of 
maritime  frontier,  indented  with  innumerable 
bays  and  inlets,  studded  with  towns  and  vil- 
lages, with  millions  of  shipping  in  her  harbors, 
when  the  enemy  after  the  pac^cation  i^i  En- 
rope,  was  enabled  to  bring  his  immense  forces 
upon  ber  shores,  and  was  waging  a  barbaronB 
warfare,  ravaging  ud  mf^ing  ifMrnrsicHiB  into 
her  territory,  when  dismay  went  before  him, 
and  desolation  fc^lowed  in  his  train,  she  waa 
ocHnpelled  to  meet  and  stay  the  enemy  alone 
and  unasusted.  You  sent  not  a  scddier  to  her 
relief:  nay,  her  own  hardy  sons,  who  had  yoL- 
OBteered  into  your  servioe,  were  not  permitted 
to  rem^  to  detoid  Untie  own  homes  and  Uiev 
fSuniUes,  hot  marched  aws^  to  tiie  frontiws  <^ 
New  Yorkjto  fight  the  battles  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara.  Yes,  sir,  the  battles  of  Chi^^wa  and 
KiaganI  Tho oompoaed  the  uuth  m^ma^ 
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vhi^had  joafc  beea  moKtiMed  by  thftgeBtieiaan 
ftm  HuMehnaettB,  ^r.  Dwioht,)  uid  which 
tkete  fooj^t  saooeaeutlly  againrt  twioe  tbair 
anabers  of  Biitidi  Teteraus,  whilst  ona-hdf  of 
tbnr  own  nombw  had  faUeaoo  the  field?  That 
HIgimaat  was  unequalled  except  bj  the  tweaty- 
int.   Yea,  the  twentj-firatl  ia  whioh  foo^t 
those,  whom  Riplej  firat  led  frtua  the  stubborn 
aoU  of  Maine ;  which,  wfaea  the  fate  of  the  bat- 
tle 4^  Kiaeara  stood  siu^teoded,  or  rather,  when 
it  waa  almost  detuded  agaiul  joo,  turned  the 
tide  of  war,  bjr  a  moveoMMit  so  deq>erate,  that 
the  eoramanding  geaeral  had  oot  even  thonf^t  of 
propouu)^  it  to  ODff.  Bat  Riplej  knew  his  men, 
and  by  his  order,  under  the  gaUaut  3011w,  they 
ascended  an  eminence  commanded  by  all  ti^ 
aaemy^a  artillery,  and  in  the  ftdl  blaze  of  their 
V^rm}n,  ooDtlnuM  to  advanoe^  imMl  they  otd 
down  th»  artUIaiiflta  at  thair  i^eces,  and  drove 
the  ioHutry  from  the  poeitioa.    The  BriUah 
commander,  stong  to  madneaa  by  ibis  nnex- 
pcct«d  defeat,  brought,  in  three  soeoesuve 
ehacKee,  fresh  and  redoubled  forces,  to  ret^e 
tite  fftonnd.  The  conflict  was  mm  to  man,  and 
Irayonet  to  bayonet — theoranbatanta  were  oom- 
n^ngled — the  enemy  was  l>eaten.   It  was  a 
•ODteat  which,  for  obsUn&te  and  desperate 
Talor,  was  tueqaalled,  apon  land,  daring  the 
whole  war;   ud  ttie  twenty-first  reguoent 
■tanda  onrivaUed.  And  what  retom  has  Maine 
Moeived  ?   Kedeot  then,  and  oontomely  now. 
At  the  lAma  of  the  war,  ahnoat  all  the  offiowa 
and  B<ddier8  from  Mame  and  MassaoboBetts 
were  ocAdly  tamed  oot  of  yoor  senrioe.  Those 
who  had  been  "  first  in  the  fight "  found  no 
room    at  the  feast."  While  oloods  lowM«d 
around  as,  and  the  teii4>eet  raged,  you  called 
Wfon  thun  to  protect  you  from  its  fdry ;  bat 
wlwo  peace  had  returned,  aud  all  was  fiUr,  and 
ealm,  and  safe,  their  stem  and  warlike  virtues 
eoold  be  dkpeased  with.   Others  found  more 
favor  in  your  eyes;  perhaps  of  more  supple 
farm  and  gayer  plumage.    I  oould  proceed 
farther  in  tins  course  of  remark,  but  I  am  un- 
willing to  do  so.  It  is  grating  to  my  feelings 
tobeoompelledton>eak(tfniyown8tato;  and 
I  shonld  not  hare  done  aoy  had  not  indiscrimi- 
nate censure  been  poured  forth  npon  a  people 
whose  fidelity  and  patriotism  have  been  always 
eonspicuoas,  in  spite  of  privation,  and  danger, 
and  neglect,  and  injury.   Maine  has  done  her 
duty  to  the  utmost ;  but  she  has  not,  like  some 
others,  trumpeted  her  merits.    She  seeks  no 
rewards.   She  asks  no  favors.   She  demands 
only  equal  and  impartial  juitioe.   And  I  am 
eonfldent  that  Joatioe  will  not  be  withheld.  Its 
exATXiise  is  enjoined  upon  you  by  every  consid- 
eralaon  of  moral  right  and  political  expediency. 
Vfailftt  desiMts  are  laboring  and  combiuiof  to 
yrop  up  their  iron  thrones,  it  is  oar  high  dnty 
to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our  own  ustitu- 
tiona,  as  the  best  service  we  can  render  to  onr- 
•dvea  and  to  mankind.  To  this  end,  we  most 
on  all  occasions  seek  to  cement  oar  Union,  to 
triad  together  all  the  parts  in  the  bonds  of  mu- 
toal  intereati  mntoal  eoofidraoei  and  motoal  af> 


faction.  One  deliberate  act  of  palpal^e  iiyaa* 
tioe  to  a  States  may  chill  the  warm  current  of 
pttriotism,  and  engender  distrust  and  resent- 
ment.  To  ad<^  the  priniuples  which  have 
beoi  advanced  m  this  debate ;  to  punish,  stig- 
matize, and  degrade  a  Btate,  for  errors  o!  opin- 
ion^ must  be  felt  not  <xdy  as  an  ii^ury,  but  m 
m  InsoU.  The  wounded  ^rit  will  rankle  from 
seneralum  to  gmnnAon.  If  yon  cwnpel  the 
fibers  to  eat  sour  ^wes,  the  children's  teeth 
will  be  set  on  edge.  Beject,  then,  this  novel, 
this  alanning  doctrine.  Flmt  not  a  root  of 
bittemesB,  wnkb  may  ^ring  np,  and  rise,  and 
expand,  until  it  covers  lud  darkma  all  thisfiur 
lauL 


MoNDAT,  April  10. 
JiOi^  to  Horida  IndioM. 

On  moti(m  of  Mr.  Cocex,  the  ordm  of  tb» 
day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  np  the 
biU  for  the  relief  of  ^e  Florida  Indians,  and  the 
House  went  into  Otxamittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Lawbbnob,  of  Pa.,  in  the  ohiur,  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  CocxB  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs}  said,  tiiat  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  subject  of  the  Panama  Mission, 
(whioh,  he  presumed,  would  be  taken  np  pres- 
ently,) he  woald  ask  that  the  bill  for  tiie  relief 
of  the  Florida  Indians  might  be  oonndered~it 
would  oooupy  hot  a  short  time,  and  the  neoes- 
^tr  ^  pAMiiig  ^  I^^B">u>8*  Apartoftheae 
Indians  bein^f  In  a  state  of  actual  atwationi 
and  coamiitting,  from  the  pressure  of  want,  dep> 
redations  on  ma  white  popula^n  in  all  direo- 
tions  around  them ;  if  any  ^ing  was  to  be  done 
for  their  relief^  humanity  dictated  that  it  should 
be  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  * 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  he  understood  the  object  of 
the  bill,  as  avowed  by  the  committee  that  re- 
ported it,  to  be,  to  afford  immediate  rdief  to 
the  Seminole  Indians  now  on  the  Peninsula  of 
Florida,  who  are  represented  as  in  a  starving 
oottditioa.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  had  ever 
been  the  polity  of  this  Govenunent  to  an|^(xt 
those  tribes  <«  bdians  wht^  by  indtdenoe  or 
careleasnesB,  were  re^uad  to  distress;  bnt  this 
is  a  di&rent  case;  these  Indians  have  been  re- 
moved, under  treaty  stipulations,  from  the  good 
lands  in  Florida  to  the  barren  lands  of  the  pea- 
insola,  and  left  there  to  famish.  By  the  treaty, 
if  the  lands  on  the  peninsula  shall  prove  to  be 
bad  and  insufficient  to  sostain  these  pet^le,  we 
are  to  set  apart  other  lands  in  Florida,  sufficient 
for  that  purpose.  He  said  we  are  bound,  by 
every  prinoq>le  of  humanity  and  Justice,  to  far- 
nish  supplies  to  them,  nntU  we  ascertain  what 
land  is  to  be  set  apart  to  them  according  to  our 
contract.  He  was  willing  to  appropriate  money 
sufficient  for  thatpnrpoee :  bnt  be  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  go  farther.  The  btU  proposed  an  u>- 
propriation  (or  that  parpoee,  and  also  to  pay  ^ 
expcnte  ^  r&aumnff  tM  /Mimts  vmt  of  ths 
MtMiM^ipi.  He  knew  of  no  treaty  stipulatioDa 
to  remove  these  Indbaa  weet  of  the  Miaaiaatppi, 
ftor  of  tiieir  cwisenting  to  soch  renoval,  nor 
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oonld  he  peroaire  the  necessary  connection  be- 
tween snch  femoral  and  tbeir  present  subsist- 
ence.  Tlie  committee  had  not  explained  the 
coDDeotion.  The  question  of  colonizing  the  In- 
dians in  the  Western  country,  he  said,  was  one 
tjS  great  importance,  and  was  before  the  Honse 
in  a  distinct  shape.  He  wished  to  act  on  that 
BQbJect  directly,  it  would  excite  discussion,  and 
be  warmly  opposed :  for  himself  he  avowed  his 
opposition  to  the  whole  scheme.  He  was  nn- 
willLog  to  legislate  indirectly  npon  so  important 
a  questioD,  to  commit  the  Honse,  bat  he  Uioaght 
they  should  be  kept  separate — they  were  im- 
properly blended  together.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Ms  colleagoe  wonld  previdl. 

Mr.  Hatdkn  wished  the  nun  in  the  bill  to  be 
reduced  from  fifty  thousand  ddlan  to  twenty- 
five  thonsand  dolun;  when,  on  motion  of  Mt, 
MoLban,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  taUe 
—eyes  86. 

Jftwttm  to  Panama. 

The  House  having  again  reenmed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  the  MiaeioQ  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qoalification  to  the  general  expression  of  appro- 
bation thereoi^  Mr.  Ha]|ilti»t  addresMd  the 
oommittee  as  follows : 

I  undertake  to  affinn,  and  to  prove  as  well  as 
affirm,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  unreasonable 
delay  in  the  decision  of  this  measure  before  the 
Senate,  it  is  chargeable  to  the  oourse  pursued  by 
the  Executive  himself;  and,  if  there  has  been 
any  party  excitement,  it  has  been  both  first  felt 
and  provoked  by  the  Administration  and  its 
friends.  These  positions  will  be  best  sustained 
a  brief  narative,  oto,  of  the  circumstances 
incident  to  this  measure,  from  the  moment  tiie 
invitation  was  tendered  to  this  Government  to 
send  Ministers  or  Bepresentatives  to  Panama, 
(call  them  what  you  will,)  down  to  the  period 
-when  the  Prandent  thonght  fit  to  truismit  his 
memwaUe  Sbasage  to  this  Houss,  asking  for  an 
■ppropriation  to  carry  the  purposes  of  Ue  mis- 
non  into  effect. 

I  shall,  in  this  narrative,  appeal  to  no  other 
source  than  to  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  docu- 
ments published  by  the  authority  of  the  Senate, 
which  have  been  lud  on  oar  tables,  and,  tiiere- 
ibre,  are  now  a  part  of  the  re*  gutm  of  this 
whole  subjecL 

It  will  be  recollected,  tbat,  although  verbal 
confermces  were  hdd  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  Ministers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  at 
the  Department  of  State,  during  the  last  Spring, 
it  was  tm  the  Sd  of  November  that  Mr.  Salazar 
and  Mr.  Obr^^  the  Ploiipotentiailes  from 
these  powers,  gave  a  written  invitation  to  our 
Government  to  unite  in  the  deliberaticnu  at  the 
Isthmus.  It  was'  on  the  dOth  of  November, 
nearly  one  month  after,  before  this  invitation 
was  accepted^  notwitbstan^ng  thepre<noua  and 
exigent  relatuw  which  it  Ih  alleged  to  bear  to 
our  interest?.  This  was  about  six  days  prior  to 
the  meetrag  <tf  Oongressi  when  the  Pre^dent 


[AraiL,  ISSOL 

informs  the  Soutli  American  Ifinlsters  "that^ 
should  the  Senate  <si  the  Uidted  States,  now  ex* 
peoted  to  assemble  in  a  few  days,  give  their  ad- 
vice  and  consent  that  commissioners  wonld  be 
sent,"  &c.  Now  here  was  delay,  and  some- 
thing worse.  If  the  President  had  sincerely  de- 
sired to  avail  bimwlf  of  the  adoieg,  and  be  in- 
fiuenoed  by  the  eon$mt  of  the  Senate,  as  it  waa 
to  assemble  in  five  or  six  days,  would  he  have 
embarrassed  this  body  by  a  preliminary  accept- 
ance, however  qualified?  Would  he  not  have 
presented  the  measure,  as  his  predecessor  did 
the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  Bepnblio^  fn« 
tnm  all  commitment  whMsoevflrff  But  fbr  the 
present,  let  this  pasei 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  only  notion 
which  the  Ezeonuve  thought  proper  to  take  of 
this  mlsrton,  was  very  nnoerenHmiondy  to  in- 
fonn  us,  that  the  Invitation  given  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  parties  to  the  Congress  had 
been  accepted,  and  that  Ministois  "would  be 
commissioned  to  take  part  in  those  deliber- 
ations." There  was  something  even  here  so  ex* 
traordinary  in  the  phraseology  employed,  that 
this  part  of  the  Message  was  the  fruitful  occsp 
sion  of  mnch  verbal  criticism,  and  curious  speo- 
nlation,  as  to  the  amount  of  ocHutitutio&al 
power  which  the  President  seemed  disposed  to 
assert  for  himself.  Not  was  the  import  of  thn 
doubtfid  assumpthm  fblly  expliuoea,  tmtil  the 
Freddent's  confidential  Message  of  ^e  26th  of 
December,  to  the  Senate,  revealed  the  astound- 
ing fact,  that  the  power  of  sending  Ministers  to 
thU  Congress,  without  the  intervention  or  sano- 
i^on  of  the  Senate,  was  declared  to  be  within 
the  constitutional  competency  t^the  Execntive.'* 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  would  not  break  the 
continnity  of  his  narrative  by  stopping  to  argue 
this  unexpected  and  untenable  dogma.  He 
would  content  himself  by  remarking,  that,  the 
President,  in  the  abstract  extennon  of  his  pow- 
ers, seemed  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  di^ 
tinction  between  Ministers  or  Plenipotentiaries 
under  the  eonstitution,  endowed  with  the  ezer^ 
oise  of  oertun  prerogatives,  and  mere  agents 
appohited  to  collect  information.  It  is  sufficient 
for  present  purposes,  however,  to  say,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  improbable,  that,  from  the  6th  to 
to  the  20th  December,  it  was  one  of  the  points 
of  political  casuistry  and  constitutional  doctrine, 
most  anxiously  mooted  in  the  cabinet,  to  decide 
whether  any  appeal  was  at  alt  necessary  to  an 
assembly  likely  to  prove  so  stubborn  and  so  dis- 
loyal as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  But 
so  It  is,  that,  for  twenty  days,  this  measure  was 
delayed  by  the  Executive  in  his  own  hands ; 
and,  at  length,  on  the  26th,  his  Message  was 
transmitted  to  the  Senate,  accompanied,  liter- 
ally, by  no  wtthentie  information,  satisfactorily 
defining  the  charaoter,  speciO^ng  the  objects, 
and  unfolding  the  advantages  likely  to  ensue 
from  onr  uniting  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
South  American  Congress. 

A^l  the  documents  which  accompanied  this 
MesBi^  at  that  tinui  were  the  letters  of  the 
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Ministers  of  Oolombia,  Kexioo,  and  Central 
America,  giTiog  the  invitatioD,  and  these  not  in 
any  d^ree  sat^Mng  thoee  preKminary  condi- 
tions vhich  the  PresideDt  himself  had  allqced 
were  necessary  to  Hs  aooeptanoe. 

On  the  4th  of  Jannary,  immediately  on  the 
termination  <tf  the  hoHdajs,  the  Senate  took  the 
sut^ect  Dp,  irith  every  i^pacent  desire  to  give  it 
a  prompt  oooalderation.  AocOTdbiglT,  it  vonld 
seem  mun  their  Joomali.  that,  on  that  day,  a 
reeolation  was  passed,  oalling  on  the  l^ecatiTe 
for  copies  of  the  oonventiona  condnded  between 
Mexico  and  the  difforent  South  American  Re- 
pnblica,  with  each  other,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed assembly  at  the  Isthmos,  and,  likewise, 
for  such  other  information  as  mwht  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  President,  tending  to  show 
the  character  and  object  of  the  Congress. 

To  this  call  the  Preddent  did  not  respond 
until  the  9th  of  January ;  he  then  sent  the  oon- 
Tentions  required,  and  a  swies  of  letters  from 
Hr.  Clay  tolfr.  Ifiddleton,  from  the  latter  to 
the  fonn«r,  and  ■  oorreromidenoe  between  the 
Department  of  State  and  Mr.  F<dn8ettt  witii 
sand^  letters  from  Mr.  Poinsett  to  tiie  Mezkan, 
as  well  as  to  his  own  Qovemment. 

The  committee  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
conventions  which  were  then,  for  title  first  time, 
oommonicated,  contain  the  only  antiientlo  ex- 
position of  the  nnderstanding  of  the  real  parties, 
of  the  objects  of  the  contemplated  Congress. 
Tet  the  President  wished  sincerely,  fl'edy,  and 
ftilly,  to  consult  with  the  Senate  I 

But  this  is  not  all.  In  the  series  of  letters 
oommunicated,  those  to  and  from  Ui,  Middle- 
ton  were  oalcoJated  to  produoe  an  impt«srion  on 
the  Senate,  that  a  paoifloation  between  Spain 
and  her  onoe  Anieiiean  colonies  was  a  probable 
event.  Ko  impression  was  certainly  better  cal- 
onlated  to  remove  all  objections  to  the  mission 
than  this,  because  oar  neatrality,  in  such  a  con- 
tingency, could  not,  in  any  d^ree,  t>e  implicated 
or  involved,  by  being  parties  to  the  Congress. 
The  Senate  was  permitted  to  remain  under  this 
impresdou  until  the  80th  of  January,  when  a 
resolution  was  offered  in  that  body,  calling  on 
the  President  for  the  correspondence  between 
our  Minister  in  Spain  (Mr.  Everett)  witii  his 
own  and  that  Clovemment.  This  call  extracted 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Everett,  which  contuned  the 
direct  and  positive  ii^ormatlon  Uiat  there  ex- 
isted no  probability  of  the  King  of  Spain's  ac- 
knowledging the  independenoe  of  his  former 
American  dominions;  and  that,  without  any 
other  resources  than  tbose  of  hope  and  religious 
£uth,  he  stood  immovably  on  his  right. 

Here,  to  use  the  mildest  term,  was  kept  back, 
until  extorted  by  an  explicit  call.  Information  of 
tbe  most  material  character.  The  fiujt  itself 
was  well  fitted  to  produce  not  only  dday,  but 
distrust  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

It  was  at  this  time  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istration, both  here  and  in  their  fiiithftil  prints 
at  a  distance,  <n>ened  in  tbe  loudest  note  of  de- 
nundation  ag^st  a  /aetiou$  delay  on  the  part 
€t  that  body:    It  wfll  be  reoolleoted  that  the 
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Senate  were  seemingly  even  threatened  with  an 
appeal  to  this  House,  by  the  triumphant  passage 
of  a  resolution  vrhich  I  had  lidd  on  the  tablk 
which  was  applied  to  a  purpose  different  indeed 
from  the  object  for  which  it  was  ori^nally  de- 
signed. Immediately  after  tills  measure,  which 
was  zealously  pressed  by  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
mlnistratiw,  the  Senate,  desirous,  as  we  may 
Infer,  as  a  atriot  matter  of  r^t,  ahould  the 
Presidrat  make  his  "fiietlotu^  wpeal  to  the 
peofde,  through  this  Boose,  that  thor  own  Jn^ 
t{fii»tion  mii^t  aeoompany  passed  the  ftdloir- 
ing  resolve  on  the  Ifftn  Februaiy ; 

*'JUm)Ived,  That  the  Preddent  be  respeetftdly  re- 
quested  to  inform  tlie  Sanate  whether  sacb  otjeetiOQ 
exists  to  the  pablication  of  the  docnments  com- 
municated by  the  Executive,  or  any  portion  of 
them;  and,  if  so,  to  specifr  the  parts,  the  pabllea- 
tion  ttf  wUoh  would,  fat  that  reasMi,  be  tlbj/wtkn^ 
able." 

To  this  respectftal  application  they  received 
the  caustic  rebuke  conttuned  in  the  President^ 
reply  of  the  17th,  in  which  he  says — 

**  Believing  that  the  established  usage  of  free  eon* 
fldential  commanioationi  between  the  Exeontive 
and  the  Senate  ou^t,  tor  the  pabKo  interest,  to  be 
preserved  uoimpalred,  I  deem  it  my  IntUspensaUe 
doty  to  leave  to  the  Senate  itself  the  declmon  of  a 
quwtion,  involving  a  departure,  hitbeiio,  so  &r  as  I 
am  informed,  withont  example,  from  that  usage, 
and  npon  the  motives  for  vbtcli,  not  b^g  informed 
of  thrai,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide." 

Now,  mark  the  seqneL  When  the  miBsion 
was  flnslly  passed  In  tbe  Senate,  by  a  alenda- 
mi^oritj  of  five  votee,  the  President  transmitted 
with  lua  Messace  of  tbe  17th  Haruh,  to  this 
House — to  his  laiChftal  Ounmons — docnments 
of  the  vwy  same  impmt,  tiie  publication  of 
which  be  bad  prohibited  to  that  dlel(^al  body, 
which  had  presumed  to  question  the  wisdom  of 
his  measure.  From  this  ^t  bat  one  inference 
is  to  be  deduced :  that  this  party  manceuvre  of 
the  Executive  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  first  word  with  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  an  imposing  appeal  heralded  by  this 
House,  whilst  those  whom  he  had  assailed 
should  be  quietiy  looked  up  **vnder  the  ettdb- 
lithed  it$age  of  free  and  confidential  eommunt' 
eatumt  ietttem  th«  Strnttvee  and  the  Senate.** 

Let  these  facts,  then,  determine  on  whom  the 
chum  of  unreasonable  delay  and  party  eihrt, 
in  ruatitm  to  this  mierion,  most  properly  be> 
longs. 

Ilie  next  propontion,  which  tiie  Preddent  la- 
bors with  a  zeal  not  indeed  disproportioned  to  the 
difficulty  of  his  task,  b  to  prove  that  our  unit- 
iog  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress  at  Pan- 
ama, does  not  necessarily  import  an  alliance 
with  the  powers  there  to  be  assembled.  He 
was  fully  aware  that  the  language  held  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  to  Ministers,  went  the  wbde 
length  of  establishing  such  an  alliance,  (exist- 
ing now,  in  point  of  fact,  as  far  as  the  power 
and  futh  of  the  Executive  can  give  it  author- 
ity and  sanction,)  and  tiiat,  therefore,  this  wae 
apdi^fffiwliiohall  die  ingmaitj  ot  ik»  wg^ 
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eial  pleading  of  diplonuHT^  was  reqaired.  I 
•aid,  an  allianoe  now  exists^  in  point  of  foot. 
Yes,  sir,  I  aver  it   That  ie  to  say,  if  the  Ex- 
eoQtive  of  the  oonntry  has  the  oonstitiitional 
power  to  oonolnde  such  a  oonvention,  without 
the  saaotioQ  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.   But,  thank  God,  he  has  not.  The 
fact,  neverthelesi,  thows  how  dangerooely  he 
has  pawned  the  good  &uth  of  the  country,  to 
redeem  or  saactioQ  which,  deprad  ap«i  it, 
fcama  the  primary  motive  with  the  Adminia- 
tration,  that  oar  assent  should  be  obtuned  to 
this  extraordinary  missioD.   Now  for  the  £&ot. 
The  declaration  of  Mr.  Uonroe.  in  his  Hemge 
of  December,  1^8,  is  made  the  ba^  this 
muad  alliaiHM,  in  virtne  of  wUoh  the  Pnad- 
dent,  <Hi  his  own  authority,  has  thought  pnmer 
to  make  oertain  deolarat(H7  engweoMnts  inth 
the  Sonth  American  powers,  to  give  to  which 
the  forms  of  a  solemn  leagne  is,  withoat  donbt, 
the  chief  inducements  with  thme  Btatoa,  that 
we  shoold  go  into  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
This  declaraticm  of  lb-.  Monroe  (which  has 
been  most  m^nsUfiably  termed  by  the  Admin- 
istration a  pledge,  and,  by  their  aobseqaent 
OMnmeataries  on  it,  oonverted  into  one)  is  the 
mere  avowal  of  an  ounioD — nether  importing, 
towards  others,  an  obligatiiHi,  nor  even  to  oar- 
•elvee.  What  is  it?  Why,  sir.  a  dedantion 
that  '*  we  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  the  amiea- 
We  relations  ■abnating  between  the  United 
States  and  those  powers  (EuropeaD)  to  dedar& 
that  we  should  owtsider  any  attempt  to  extend 
thwr  ^stem  to  any  portion  of  this  hemia^ere, 
as  dangerous  to  oar  peace,  our  safety.**  €^ 
Hm  affirmation  of  an  opinion,  the  present  Ad- 
ministration have  not  only  made  it  the  bans  of 
onr  n^ntiations  with  the  South  Americw  Re- 
publics, but  as  a  leading  oonnderation  by  whic^ 
valuable  trea^  equivatents  aod  concessions  are 
to  be  obtuned.   The  construotion  they  put  ca 
thia  declar^w  ia  these  negotiationat  is,  that, 
if  any  European  power  should  attempt  a  exAo- 
vialdoa  (tf  any  pwtioa  of  the  ooi^inent  of 
AroericR,  or  take  part  with  Spain  in  the  oon- 
teet  betwem  her  and  her  firmer  oolonlee — in 
that  event,  we  we  to  beo(»ne  thdr  alUes,  and 
bear  iha  brunt  oi  tha  contest   Need  I  appeal 
to  the  authority  which  was  ^ven  to  iSi.  Fwa- 
sett  to  hold  this  language,  by  its  subsequent  en- 
tire Banction  by  the  Administration,  to  show, 
oonclnnvely,  that  this  alliance,  quoad,  does  ex- 
ist, as  far  as  the  President  has  authority  to 
make  it!   Need  I  refer  to  the  doouments  to 
demonstrate,  that,  as  a  legitimate  coneequenoe 
of  tills  deoUration,  expressly  quoted,  the  Presi- 
dent has  also  entered  into  a  CMiventional  alli- 
anoe with  the  South  American  States,  to  pre- 
TNit  the  transf^  or  conquest  ot  Oaha  and  Por- 
to Bico  to  any  European  power?   But,  f&r, 
when  the  Senate,  by  the  aeoamnlation  of  all 
these  alanuing  circumstances,  were  able  to  ea- 
tablish  the  fact,  ta  thtir  disonamons,  that  the 
only  pai^)ose  for  which  we  were  wanted  at 
Panama,  by  the  South  American  States,  was, 
«Bderthe^ea"of  making  «fEntaal  the  mem- 
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orable  pledge  of  tite  late  Freddent,"  to  induo* 
us  to  give  tike  parohment  and  wax  to  this 
league,  <^fonrive  and  detf^ndve ;  the  Preiaden^ 
oonvinced  of  this  deplorable  commitmaat,  and 
aware  of  this  dilemma,  in  making  his  appear- 
ance in  our  House  on  this  topic,  made  such  a 
qualification  of  the  wht^e  matter,  as  suited  the 
exigency  of  the  argument,  but  which,  at  the 
same  time,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sol- 
emn engagements  he  had  aothorized  our  Min- 
ister to  make.  And,  after  (as  the  documents 
disclose)  he  has  authorized  his  Minister  to  use 
Mr.  Monroe's  dedaration  as  a  pledge,  amoimt- 
ing  to  the  eseeuoe  of  a  treaty  <a  alliance,  offen- 
Mve  and  defendTe,  he  si^s  to  ns,  that  "  should 
it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any  omvun- 
ttonal  engagement  on  this  our  news 

would  extend  no  farther  than  to  a  mntual 
idedge  of  the  parties  to  the  compact,  to  main- 
tain the  prim^tle  in  i^>plioati<Hi  to  Ut  own  ter- 
ritory, and  to  permit  no  oohnial  lodgemeni»  or 
establishment  of  European  jorisdiction  upon  it* 
own  toU;  and,  with  ren»ect  to  tiie  obtmdve 
interference  from  abroach  if  ita  ftitnre  charac- 
ter may  be  inferred  from  that  which  has  been, 
and,  perbt^B,  still  is,  exercised  in  more  thui 
one  of  the  new  States,  a  joint  dedaraiMm  of  \t» 
eharaeter,  ande^foenreof  ittotheworld,  maybe, 
probably,  aU  that  the  oocadon  would  reqmre.** 

From  this  language,  it  now  spears,  that  we 
are  to  go  to  Panama,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  declaration,  that,  '*tn  application  to  our 
own  territory,  we  will  permit  no  colonizationf 
on  the  part  cS  any  foreign  power.**  To  what 
contempt  win  this  miserable  retreat,  after  onr 
blust^ing,  subject  us,  not  only  in  the  opinion 
of  the  South  American  Republics,  but  m  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  1  to  say  nothing  of  the  hu- 
miliating aspect  which  it  presents  of  our  enter- 
ing into  "a  joint  declaration"  with  other 
States,  that  oar  territory  shall  not  be  violated, 
our  rights  assidled,  or  honor  invaded,  by  a  for- 
eign power.  This,  dr,  is  equally  honorable, 
ana  precisely  analogous,  to  a  man's  entering  into 
a  joint  bond,  with  good  and  suiBcient  securities^ 
not  to  be  coffed  and  kicked  with  impunity. 

The  next  topics  which  cldm  the  notice  of 
the  President,  in  his  Message  to  this  House,  are 
those  which  must  excite  an  especial  interest 
with  such  of  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  represent  a 
certdn  portion  of  our  common  Union  on  this 
floor — a  section  with  which  I  am  content  and 
proud  to  dnk  or  swim.  I  allnde,  ur,  to  what 
he  is  pleased  to  say  in  regard  to  ^e  slave 
trade:  onr  relations,  present  or  prospective, 
with  Hayti ;  and  our  ptdi^  in  r^u4  to  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  On  the  first 
of  these  subjects  he  informs  ns : 

"  A  concert  of  measures,  having  reference  to  the 
more  effectual  aboUtion  of  the  Anican  slave  trade, 
and  the  oonnderation  of  the  light  in  which  tbe  po- 
liUoal  conAtiui  of  the  island  of  Hayti  is  to  be  re- 
garded, are  also  among  tbe  subjects  mentioned  by 
the  IGaister  firom  tbe  BepubUc  of  Colombia,  as  be- 
lieved to  be  suitable  tax  ddUberation  at  the  Cou- 
grssn" 
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In  reference  to  the  first  point,  what  I  have 
to  Bhall  be  iDclnded  in  a  single  sentence. 
That  the  President  has  been  a  very  unadvised, 
or  a  very  nnlnstrncced  spectator  of  the  events 
Msnng  under  his  own  official  agency,  if  he 
ooea  not  know  that,  on  the  sabjeot  of  me  slave 
trade,  the  position  which  the  United  States  has 
tiken,  is  the  resntt  of  fall  ONiaderadon  md 
idTiBement.  Pat^  opinion,  siut^ed  by 
legtda^ve  aanotinu,  baa  declared  that  we  will 
not  pwmit  oar  own  laws^  a&ctfaig  our  own 
citizens,  to  be  execnted  by  an  alien  power; 
and,  under  no  modifioatioD,  will  we  concede 
the  ri^t  of  search.  On  these  principles,  we 
have  nailed  our  colors  to  the  mast.  Then  why 
enter  into  a  ^  concert  of  measures,"  when,  as 
&r  as  we  are  concerned,  we  have  discharged 
an  the  obligations  which  belong  to  a  civilized 
nation,  In  abolishing  this  traffic — in  which  we 
have  practically  done  more  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  pat  tcwether.  That  the  topic  is  xin- 
■uitable  for  deliberation,"  the  President 
mi^^  we  si^pose,  have  learnt,  fhnn  the  fote 
of  the  artiolos  in  the  treaties  he  oondoded  with 
Great  Britain  and  Colombia,  the  r^eetion  of 
which  01^  snbjected  ns  to  suspicion  and  re- 
proach, is  entirely  obi^oua,  that,  on  this 
aidtfeot,  we  have  no  intereat  which  hivakea  ns 
to  Panama. 

But  what,  Mr,  does  he  say,  on  the  other  por- 
tentoQS  theme  ?  As  tedions  as  the  reading  of 
these  documents  may  be,  my  anxieties  are  too 
keenly  excited  to  allow  me  to  omit  brining  to 
yoor  view  the  strange  and  equivocal  language 
which  the  Executive  holds  on  this  subject,  after 
having  previously  declared  that  "  the  light  in 
which  the  political  'V-^uark  you,  political — 
"eonditioii  of  Hayti  is  to  be  reganUid,"  will  be 
a  notable  Bubjeot  for  ddibera^m,  ia  refereaoa 
to  a  oonowt  of  mesBDiea  between  the  ^uUdi 
American  Republics  and  ourselves.  Hear  what 
heaaya: 

"Whether  the  polhlcal  eondition  of  the  Island  of 
Hayd  shall  be  brought  at  all  into  discoarion  at  the 
neeting,  may  be  a  qaeetion  for  preliminary  advise- 
Bent.  There  are  in  the  political  constitution  of 
GoTerament,  of  that  people,  oircumatanoes  which 
hare  hitherto  forbidden  the  aeknowlednoent  of 
them,  by  the  GoTsmment  of  the  UnitedSutes,  as 
■orerdgn  and  independent.  Adrenal  reasons  for 
withholding  that  acknowledgment,  have  rscently 
been  seen,  in  tbefr  acceptance  a  nominal  sover- 
^'SDtj,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  Prince,  ander 
eondiUons  equivalent  to  the  concesaion  by  them,  of 
ezclneive  commercial  advantages  to  one  nation, 
ad&pted  altogether  to  the  state  of  colonial  vassalage, 
and  retaining  little  of  independeDce  bat  the  name. 
On  nenipotentiariea  will  be  instmeted  to  preseDt 
then  viewa  to  the  assembly  at  Panama ;  aadafaould 
they  not  be  concurred  in,  to  decline  acceding  to 
•117  arrangement  which  may  be  proposed  apon  dif- 
wCBt  principles." 

The  President  has,  no  doubt,  thrown  the 
nltiwt,  in  the  form  in  which  he  has  thus  pre- 
•nted  it  to  this  House,  after  the  mystioism  in 
^^oh  it  woa  T^lfld  to  the  Senate^  to  quiet 
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the  fselings  of  the  South,  which  have  been 
sensibly  exdted,  by  the  fact  of  this  proposi- 
tion, and  by  the  language  the  Colombian  Min- 
ister has  employed  in  ration  to  it  Bat  I  ob- 
ject, in  limine,  to  the  grounds  on  which  the' 
President  pats  onr  eventaal  aoquiesoence  in  an^ 
0(HisultationB  on  this  topic,  aa  founded  in  radi- 
cal and  pernicious  error. 

In  the  first  place,  onr  policy  maj  be  oonsid- 
ered  aa  fixed,  in  regard  to  our  rdatiiimawith 
the  idand  of  Hayn.  Such  portions  of  the 
Union  as  have  an  interest  in  commercial  inter> 
oonrse  with  it,  may  eiOoy  these  benefits ;  bat 
the  point  I  consider  as  settled,  is,  that  we  have 
no  political  or  diplomatio  relations  with  ita 
Qovemment;  and  that,  in  no  ehapo  whatso- 
ever,  should  we  acknowledge  its  independence. 
This  last  is  a  point  of  snch  eminent  policy,  in 
relation  to  the  peace  mid  safety  of  a  Ifuge  num- 
ber of  the  States  of  this  Union,  that  it  excites 
no  small  misgivings,  to  find  that  the  President 
is  willing  to  go  into  a  foreign  Congress,  to  treat 
on  this  vital  and  alarming  qneadon  to  our  ae- 
curity  and  repoae,  even  aa  a  matter  ttf  "  pre- 
liminary adviaement." 

Now,  let  ns  aee  by  what  guarda  the  Presi- 
dent proposes  to  protect  our  interests.  He 
says:  "Whether  the  political  conditiim  <^ 
Hayti  shall  be  brought  at  all  into  ^scussion  at 
the  meeting,  may  be  a  question  for  preliminary 
advisement."  Now,  what  does  Ur.  Salazar 
say  f  "  That  this  q^tion  will  be  determined 
at  the  isthmus."  The  President  says,  "that 
additional  reasons  for  withholding  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  independence,  nave  been  re- 
cently seen,  in  their  acceptance  of  a  nominal 
sovereignty,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  .prince." 
Whereas,  Mi.  SaUzar  aays :  "  The  deeoendanta 
ci  this  portion  of  the  gjobe  (the  people  of 
Hi^)  have  snoceede^  in  founding  an  inde- 
pendent republic,  whose  Crovemment  ia  now 
recognized  by  its  ancient  metropolis." 

So  for,  the  Oolombtan  IGnister,  in  disdomng 
the  objects  for  which  we  should  go  into  the 
Congress  of  Panama,  in  regard  to  this  Bnl{Ject| 
is  at  points  with  our  Executive. 

The  President,  however,  declares  that  onr 
Plenipotentiaries  will  be  instracted  to  present 
these  views  to  the  Assembly  at  Panama ;  and 
should  tfaey  not  be  concurred  in,  to  decline  ac- 
ceding to. any  arrangement  whieh  may  be  pro- 
posed, on  different  principles.  What  viewat 
Why,  not  a  solemn  protest  a^nst  our  ooncur- 
ring  in  any  plan  m  reoogmtion  whataoerer: 
but  that,  as  Hayti  is  not  suffidently  potent  and 
formidable,  from  an  entire  and  unequivocal 
recognition  of  its  independence,  on  the  part  of 
France,  tliis  recognition  should  be  temporarily 
withheld  by  us.  Now,  sir,  the  very  contin- 
gency which  ia  implied  from  the  President's 
own  words,  as  the  condition  necessary  for  our 
concarrence  in  any  arrangement  for  recogni- 
tion, is  the  one  most  alarming  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  tiie  South.  If  this  Republio 
is  not  in  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage,  its  next 
best  oondiUon,  for  oar  sa&tf,  iawU  "nnn- 
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inal  soTcreigntx,  even  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign 
prince."  Bat  uie  Oolombian  ICnister  invites 
UB  into  the  Congress,  expressly  to  establish 
"a  nniform  role  of  oondaot,"  in  nigard  to 
this  island. 

Thus  it  is,  that  ve,  who  have  a  settled  and  ez- 
olasive  j>olio^,  in  regard  to  this  island,  are  to  nnite 
ia  the  deUberaticniB  of  an  assemblf  oonqmsed  of 
tiie  Ratios  of  R^nbliofl  which  have  ooUeagaed 
with  all  colors  and  oomplezions,  in  the  oon- 
aammation  of  their  reToIntion;  on  a  subject, 
too,  in  which  their  interest  is  at  varianoe  with 
oar  own,  and  in  which  they  can  hold  no  com- 
mon sympathies  with  ourselves.  Short-sighted, 
kideed,  must  be  the  policy,  or  mischievous  the 
deagn,  of  this  pn^ect :  for,  if  we  assent,  in 
the  OongresB  of  Panama,  to  a  recognition, 
however  qoalified,  it  shakes  the  South  to  its 
centre ;  and  if  we  rqect  the  proposition  for  the 
establishment  of  this  uniform  rule,  invi^ving 
this  recognition,  we  only  excite  the  iHMtility  of 
Hayti,  wd  the  Jeatooqr  and  distnut  of  those 
Tiui  vhxaa  we  are  aeting. 

The  next  advantage  oa  which  the  Freddent 
dwells,  as  having  furnished  an  ni^nt  oonrider- 
■tion  for  his  acceptance  of  the  invitation  to 
Panama,  is  the  probability  that  oar  coonoils 
may  be  ouiefidal^  exercised  in  that  assembly, 
in  secaring  in  peace  and  tranqniUitgr  the  exia^ 
ing  state  of  things  In  the  tiUuidB  d  Onha  and 
Porto  Rico. 

Sir,  this  is  a  matter  of  grave  moment,  deeply 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  Union — partic- 
ularly so  to  the  southern  portion  of  it  Bat 
what  will  the  oountry  say,  when  the  doouments 
accompaiTing  the  President's  Messa^  in  which 
he  assnres  us  that,  at  the  Oongress  m  question, 

all  our  efforts  will  be  to  preserve  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  tranqailllty,  at  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico,"  dearly  pQ>ve  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  has,  by  the  contradictions 
and  entanglements  of  tlkeir  diplomacy,  relin- 
qoisbed  every  pretext  for  interference,  by  sur- 
rendering to  uie  South  American  Republics 
the  whole  argument,  by  which  alone  our  ri^ht 
to  interfere  ooold  be  sostuned  t  Here  I  wish 
to  rely  apon  facte,  not  upon  inferences.  The 
committee  must,  therefore,  excuse  my  troub- 
ling them  with  oert^  hl^ly  important  selec- 
tions from  the  documents.  And,  lest  I  should 
do  the  President  fa^ostioe^  let  me  ^ve  yon 
what  he  says,  in  his  own  words: 

"  llie  condition  of  (he  isluidi  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bloo  is  ci  deeper  import,  and  of  mora  immediate 
bearing,  opon  tbe  present  interests  and  fiitnre  pros- 
pects of  our  Union.  The  correqMmdence  herewith 
tnnsnutted,  will  show  how  eam^y  it  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  this  Qovemment.  The  invadon  of 
both  those  islands,  by  the  united  forces  of  Heiico 
and  Colombia,  la  avowedly  among  the  olgeeta  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  States,  at  Panama.  The 
oonTuIrions  to  which,  from  the  pecoliar  compodtion 
of  their  population,  they  would  be  liable,  in  the 
event  of  such  an  invasion,  and  the  danger  there- 
from resolting,  of  tlielr  &Uing,  ultimately,  into  the 
hands  of  some  Bnropean  power  other  than  Spain, 
will  not  admit  of  our  lookuig  at  the  oonseqaeooes 
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to  which  the  Congress  at  Panaaa  may  lead,  with 
indiffinenee.  It  is  nnneoessarj  to  enlatge  upon  this 
toi^o;  to  say  more,  than  that  all  our  efforts.  In 
reference  to  tUs  Interert,  will  be  to  preserve  the 
existing  state  at  tbia^  the  tranqoilUty  of  the 
idaada,  and  the  peace  and  asenrity  of  th^  inhabi- 
tants.** 

The  ooncliiricm  would  very  naturally  foiUov, 
fr(»n  these  dedarationa,  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  Administrati(m  had  been  directed  to 
prevent  Ihese  islands  from  falling  into  the  pos- 
session of  Mexico  or  Colombia,  or  both ;  that 
a  firm  protest  had  been  made  to  their  Ministers 
here,  and  tiiat  oar  lOnistera  at  these  Bepnblica 
had  been  instructed  to  ddiver  an  equally  nn- 
eqaivooal  remonstrance  agtunst  their  touching 
the  soil  of  these  islands ;  that  a  squadron  had 
been  ordered  and  detached,  to  watch  the 
movements  of  these  powers,  in  regard  to  these 
objects;  and,  whilst  our  language  had  been 
firm  and  candid,  our  measures  had  bew  ooa- 
sifitent  and  provident 

But,  alasi  how  stands  the  argnmentt  In 
what  poslnre  are  we  traced?  Why,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pres- 
ident, as  recentW  as  the  20th  of  December,  in 
his  letter  to  2ur.  Ifiddleton,  surrenders  this 
whole  subjeot  at  discretion,  by  holing  this  ex- 
traordinary language^  and  by  making  this  ex- 
traordinary ooDoesdon.  He  says : 

'*  For  ourselves,  we  desire  no  change  b  the  po»- 
aesrion  of  Cuba,  as  baa  been  heretofore  stated. 
We  canoot  allow  a  transfer  of  the  island  to  any 
European  power.  But,  if  Spain  should  refuse  to 
conclude  a  peace,  and  obstinately  resolve  on  con- 
tinuing the  war,  although  we  do  not  desire  that 
dtfaer  Coiombia  or  Mexico  sboold  acquire  the  island 
Cuba,  the  Preddent  cannot  see  any  jusUSable 
ground  on  which  we  can  forcibfy  interfere.  TTpon 
the  hypothesis  of  an  unnecessary  protraction  of  the 
war,  imputable  to  Spain,  it  is  evident  that  Cuba  will 
be  her  only  p<nDt  d'appui,  In  this  hemisphere. 
How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  snpposition,  against 
the  party  clearly  having  right  on  his  side,  in  order 
to  restrain  or  d^eat  a  lawml  operation  of  war  ?  ** 

And,  by  anticipation,  lest  the  validity  of  this 
oonoesdon  might  be  drawn  in  question,  onr 
Government  seems  to  have  sought  the  humUi- 
ating  office  of  asking  one  of  the  Sooth  Ameri- 
can Ministers  to  write  home  to  his  Govern- 
ment, to  indnoe  it  to  suspend,  for  a  Gmited 
tame,  the  saihng  ott\»  expedition  agmnst  Onba 
or  Irorto  Bloo,  **  until  the  result  of  the  media- 
^im  of  Bnsda  (which  we  had  solicited)  with 
Bp^n,  to  prooore  fhim  her  a  reco^ition  of  the 
independence  of  her  former  colonies,  shonld  be 
known."  In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  refer  to  Mr. 
Clay's  letter,  of  the  20th  December,  to  Mr. 
Salazar.  By  the  form  and  limitation  of  this 
very  request,  it  would  thus  seem,  we  had  ad- 
mitted Uiat,  as  soon  as  the  fact  was  ascertained 
that  the  mediation  of  Russia  was  either  ref^ised 
or  of  no  effect,  then  Mexico  and  Colombia 
might  take  Cuba,  as  "  we  shoold  have  no  Justi- 
fiable ground  on  which  we  can  forcibly  mt»- 
ftre  affrinst  a  partgr  dead^  having  the  xi^  on 
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lus  ride.^'  These  faota  form  the  best  commen- 
tary on  the  declaration  of  the  President,  "  of 
how  eamettljf  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
this  Goreminent "  Uist  these  islands  should  re- 
Duun  in  their  existing  situation. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  a  mockery,  for  the  Ad- 
BiiiiiatratioD  to  avov,  that  they  send  deputies 
to  the  Oonn^ss  of  Panama  to  prevent  the  Re- 

SUics  oi  Oolombia  and  Kezioo  fhnn  inva^ng 
B  lalanda  <^  Cab*  ud  Forto  lUoo^  when  tbey 
bare  nirrendered.  In  the  ftoe  <3i  the  whde 
world,  all  right  to  pretext  for  such  interfer- 
«noe  f  If  oOT  BepresentatiTes  shoald  have  Uie 
liardihood  to  say  one  syllable  on  this  sat^ect, 
might  not  the  aathoril?  of  the  President  be 
quoted  against  ounelves !  Bat  the  most  extra- 
ordinaiT  feature-  in  the  whole  transaotion  is, 
that,  whilst  we  have  placed  ooraelves  in  a  sitn- 
«ti<Hi  by  which  the  President  on  the  fiuth  of 
his  own  words,  is  forbid  to  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  invasion  of  these  islands  by  the  Mexi- 
can and  SoQth  American  BepnbUoa,  he  has 
made  a  aolenm  declaration  to  £nrope,  and  en- 
tered into  a  formal  adpnloHon  wnh  Hezico, 
not  to  allow  the  oootipauon  of  Oaba  and  Forto 
Rico  "by  any  European  power  oUier  than 
^>ain,  in  any  contingency  wnatever.'* 

The  declaration  is  explicit.  Let  os  see  if  I 
can  have  mistaken  its  import.  Mr.  Clay,  in 
his  letter  to  oar  Minister  at  Paris,  (Mr.  Brown,) 
aothorizes  him  to  declare  to  the  French  Gov- 
ermnent,  *Mn  the  same  spirit,  and  with  the 
aame  hope-  of  guarding,  beforehand,  against 
any  possible  difficulties  on  that  subject,  that 
may  arise,  yon  will  now  add,  that  w  could  not 
mimiU  to  the  oooapation  of  those  islands  by 
my  other  Eon^iean  power  than  Spain,  under 
any  oontin^uicj  whatorer."  lliis  ooAtraet  to 
go  to  war,  in  tiiis  oontingenoy,  had  a  fbrther 
•anction  and  bindi^  efficat^  given  to  it,  as  will 
appear  from  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett, 
<H  the  9th  of  November,  in  which  he  observes : 
"  No  longer  than  about  three  montlis  ago, 
when  an  invasion  by  France,  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  was  believed  at  Mexico,  the  United  Mex- 
ican Government  promptly  called  upon  the 
Government  of  the  Unit^  States,  tbroof^  you, 
to  fulfil  the  memorable  pledge  of  tJie  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
aresa,  of  December,  1628.  What  they  would 
nave  ioud.  had  the  ooutingenoy  b^tpened,  may 
be  inferred  ftom  a  de^atch  to  the  American, 
Hituster  at  Puis,  a  copy  of  whtoh  is  herewith 
sent,  which  yoQ  are  authorized  to  read  to 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  Mexican 
States."  This  stipulation,  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed, was  to  be  urged  as  an  effective  oonsidera- 
ti<m,  by  which  valnable  oonuueroial  equivalents 
were  to  be  obtained. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire  into  the  right, 
according  to  tiie  spirit  of  the  constitution,  of 
the  Fremdent  to  make  contracts  in  futuro  witii 
any  power  to  go  to  war ;  because  the  doctrine 
is  too  absord  and  mischievous  to  deswve  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  My-  object  is  a  different  one : 
to  ihow  tiut  tills  Admmiitration.  In  its  anzUiy 


to  preserve  the  existing  state  of  things  in  Cuba 
ana  Porto  Rico,  has  given  up  the  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  only  contingency  of  probable  and 
enormons  danger  that  is  likely  to  occur,  and 
undertaken,  by  a  strong  guarantee,  to  go  to 
war  in  a  contingency  of  i^nitely  less  danger, 
to  wit :  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  these  islandB 
to  "  any  European  power  whatever." 

Now,  rir,  let  us  consider  for  h  moment  the 
first  contingency,  in  which  we  have  abandoned 
all  right  or  pretext  of  interferoiee,  to  wit :  to 
prevent  the  South  American  powers  from  in- 
vading Cuba  and  Forto  Rico.  The  invasion  of 
these  islands  by  these  powers,  involves  such  an 
amonnt  of  peril  to  tibe  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, that  it  appears  to  me  this  is  the  only  con- 
dition of  things  in  regard  to  wtuch  it  would, 
under  the  law  of  a  supreme  necesnty,  justify 
our  interference  to  prevent  it.  I  speu  this, 
sir,  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  three  or  four 
slaveholding  States,  on  the  borders  or  contigu- 
ons  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  invasion  <d 
Cub^  by  the  South  American  States,  would  at 
once  lead  to  a  revdution,  followed  by  a  servile 
revolt  in  that  ifdand.  Marching  under  the  ban- 
ners of  universal  emancipation,  as  these  South 
American  Republics  do,  the  first  means  of  suc- 
cess would  be  an  appeal  to  the  slaves  them- 
selves, which  in  producing  an  internal  concus- 
sion in  that  island,  would  inflict  on  our  south- 
em  country  an  example  of  the  darkest  and 
most  perilous  aspect;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
great  danger  to  our  commerce  and  naval 
power,  of  permitting  a  yonthfol  and  ambitious 
Republic  permuiently  to  possess  that  Gibraltar 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These  circumstances 
make  up  an  aggregate  td  peril  and  evil,  to 
K7vtt  which  would  justify  **^oi 
to  interfwe,**  whilst  it  fixes  on  the 
a  sacred  obligation  to  a  portion  of  our  common 
country,  to  prevent  the  shocking  and  success- 
M  example  of  a  revolt,  purchased  through 
blood,  havoc,  and  desolation,  in  their  most  atro- 
cious fonbs,  from  being  enacted  almost  within 
ught  of  our  shores. 

Now,  sir,  whilst  I  fr^Iy  admit  that  the  pos- 
session of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  by  any  Euq>- 
pean  power  other  than  Spain,  is  very  much  to 
be  deprecated,  and  ought  to  be  prevented  bj 
every  effort  of  diplomacy,  yet  I  am  far  from 
regarding  such  a  contingency  as  involving  that 
degree  of  danger,  which,  upon  the  principle 
the  as  dafmdendo  among  nations,  would  author- 
ize onr  goin^  to  war  to  avert.  I  do  not  Icnow 
on  what  prmdple,  either  of  violent  or  over- 
whelming danger,  we  could  place  the  right  to 
interfere;  or  rather,  on  what  principle  we 
could  deny  to  Spain  the  right  of  transferring, 
for  a  valnable  consideration,  a  part  and  parcel 
of  her  own  domain.  Suppose,  sir,  in  payment 
for  the  vast,  incalculable  aervices  of  the  British 
array,  in  the  Peninsula  war,  she  were  to  cede 
Cuba  to  England,  witii  what  face  oould  wa 
gunsa;  this  exercise  of  right  on  the  part  of 
&»idn,  when,  in  payment  <tf  lass  obligatory 
cblnui  she  swd  lumda  to  usf  Bat^  aappoae 
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Bueh  an  erent  consummated,  does  any  man  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  this  coontiy,  as  incon- 
venient as  might  be  the  occapation  of  Cuba  by 
Sngland,  womd  so  to  war  with  that  power  to 
malce  her  surrender  this  oesdon  ?  Do  jon  be- 
lieve that  we  should  go  into  this  bootless  con- 
test, in  which  we  woiud  spend,  in  a  foor  years' 
war,  more  than  the  fu  nmple  of  Cuba  wonld 
be  worth,  anfl  "more  blood  than  wonld  torn 
the  wheel  of  a  common  grist  mill  for  a  twelve- 
month," to  prevent  what,  after  all,  we  shoold 
be  as  far  feom.  attuidng  as  when  we  began  the 
■tmgglef 

No,  sir,  the  sobriety  and  good  sense  of  this 
people  wonld  revolt  at  the  redemption  of  such 
an  inconsiderate  pledge,  made  in  a  case  involv- 
ing far  less  evil  to  the  coontry  than  in  the  one 
in  which  all  right  to  go  to  war  has  been  aban- 
doned. I  say,  boldly,  far  less  evil ;  beoanse, 
although  the  poeeeerion  of  Caba,  by  Great 
Britain  or  fVance,  is  mnoh  to  be  deprecated,  as 
I  have  uiA  before,  ye^  if  this  ialana  was  trans- 
fiarred  to  ^ther  of  tiion,  it  voiild  be  attended 
with  no  violent  ooncnssion — there  would  start 
op  no  sangninary  and  hideous  anarchy,  under 
the  proRtituted  name  of  a  Repuhlic,  to  annoy 
and  Keep  in  perpetual  alarm  that  portion  of 
this  tJnion  most  vitally  interested  in  this  qnea- 
tion.  Either  European  power  would  have  the 
naval  and  military  means  to  coerce  the  brigands 
and  blacks  into  peace  and  submission.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  contingency  (according  to 
the  views  of  the  Administration)  where  we 
wnnct  jiuHAably  inter/«re  to  prevent  the  in- 
Tanon  of  the  i^and  by  the  South  American 
powers— revolntion  or  servile  revolt  woold  be 
the  means  of  rendering  that  invarion  sacoess- 
fal ;  and,  in  the  end,  we  should  have  either  a 
second  Carthue  at  our  door,  in  the  possesion 
of  Uexico  or  Colombia,  or  a  second  Hayti,  to 
oast  the  ahadow  of  its  ominona  gloom  over  onr 
ahores. 

Thns  has  our  sagaclons  Oabinet  negotiated — 
BO  fatally,  that,  in  the  event  of  this  portentous 
calamity,  we  are  precluded  by  the  position  they 
have  ta^:en,  of  urging,  except  by  toe  most  fla- 
grant inconsistency,  those  ai^^uments  which  a 
■nion  may  deduce  from  an  eminent  necessity, 
and  vagdy  by  force  of  anni,  if  all  other  sppe^ 
dionld  fo^ 

The  ooodnsion  to  which  I  arrive  is,  that,  as 
ve  cannot  go  into  the  OongresB  at  Panama,  and 
take  that  ground  which  onr  safbty  and  inter- 
asts  require,  without  an  abandonment  of  the 
repeated  declarations  which  we  have  made,  we 
had  better  stay  away,  and  act  independently  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  Oongress,  as  onr  inter- 
ests may  dictate. 

The  missionary  spirit  of  the  age  has  indeed 
broken  out  in  a  new  place.  We  nave  hitherto 
been  content  with  the  easy  labors  of  turning 
tiie  Asiatic  from  his  superstition,  and  the  Afri- 
can from  his  false  idols ;  but  it  seems,  under 
the  aT^ioea  of  the  Preudent,  we  are  to  embark 
in  a  mnoh  more  praotioable  enterpriM — to  roll 
baokthelli^tDf  the  Qospoltothe  obildrenaf 


those  who  watched  its  early  and  beacon  fires,  - 
and  to  these  vigils  for  their  preservation  these 
desceudants  yet  lay  claim.  The  President 
seems  to  have  read  to  litUe  purpose  the  inimi- 
table satire  on  such  dreams  as  this,  the  Tale  of 
a  Tub ;  of  which  it  is  not  the  least  of  its  prusea 
to  say,  that  its  large  fimd  of  common  sense  is 
equal  to  its  wiL  Jn  a  word,  air,  instead  of 
Boing  to  Panama  to  read  our  Catholic  friends  a 
homily  on  reli^on,  had  we  not  better  stay  at 
home  and  practise  its  precepts  ? 

Now,  (dr,  I  a«k  you  whether  the  Prendent 
"has  Iwen  mindful  of  the  advice  cS  Washing 
ton  f  "  Has  not  a  political  connection,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  abused  and  misquoted  declaration 
of  Kr.  Monroe,  been  made  the  basis  of  an  at- 
tempted or  projected  alliance — between  foreign 
nations  and  onrselves — on  the  subject  of  tba 
colonication  of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  continent!  Has  not  the  President  per- 
verted the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  advice 
Wudiin^rton,  by  making  thi^  advice  entirdy 
appHoable  to  Europe  ?  Have  not  the  ^nnidt 
American  Bepublics  "  primary  intereste,  which 
to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation  f  ** 
**  ijid  is  not  this  very  contest  they  are  carry- 
ing on  with  the  mother  country  of  this  diarao- 
ter  ? "  Are  we  not,  in  going  into  the  Con- 
gress, hazarding  onr  neutrality  ?  Are  we  not 
about  to  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar 
a  situation  f  ^'  Are  we  not  am)ot  "  to  stand  on 
foreign  ground  7  "  And  when  Washington  re- 
ferred to  European  alliances,  was  itmot  to  illus- 
trate the  principles  of  our  foreign  relations, 
rather  than  to  limit  them  to  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope !  Do  not  his  maxima,  in  reference  to  this 
policy,  stand  broadly  and  distinctly  applicable 
to  the  whole  world  ?  Does  not  "  our  de^iehed 
and  distant  ritnation  "  to  a  majority  of  these 
B^ublics,  leave  us  free  to  elect  onr  course! 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  (holding  up  the  address,)  from 
^is  book  I  defy  contradiction.  But  mark  the 
mode  by  which  the  President  arrives  at  his 
conclusion  1  He  asserts,  "  that  the  period 
which  Washington  pedicted  as  then  not  far 
off,  has  arrived,"  and  that  Ameriea  has  a  set  of 
primary  interests  of  her  own.  General  Wash- 
ington makes  no  such  precUction  in  r^ard  to 
America,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Frasident 
uses  this  term,  comprehending,  as  he  does, 
within  te,  the  Afferent  powers  inhabiting  tbia 
oontinrat  Ko,  sir,  Washingttm  expressly  re- 
fers to  onrselves — to  these  United  States— that, 
from  onr  growth  as  one  people,  under  an  effi- 
cient Government,  we  may  defy  external  an- 
noyance, and  cause  onr  neutr^ity  to  be  re- 
spected. He  nowhere  implies  that  when  we 
do  become  thus  strong,  we  may  go  abroad  and 
form  foreign  alliances,  and  reverse  all  those 
maxims  of  policy  which  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  address  so  strongly  to  inculcate. 

It  is  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  President, 
perfectly  aware  of  the  radical  nnsonndnesa  of 
th^  miadon  Panama,  has,  by  tlie  most  vio- 
lent and  oontortions  efforts,  endeavored  to  sus- 
tain himself     nsoitiiig  to  tits  aathori^  ot 
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otbns;  and  heaoe  it  k,  he  informs  ui  that  the 
poUey  <tf  the  misrion  is  Dot  oolr  oonformable 
^to  the  coansd  of  WashioKton,''^  bnt  "  to  the 
views  of  m;  immediate  preuecesaor,  as  declared 
in  his  annaal  Message  to  Congress,  in  1828." 
1  win  not  repeat  this  declaration  of  Ur.  Mon- 
roe, because  it  ia  entirely  familiar  to  the  mind 
of  every  one  who  hears  me ;  bnt  if^  from  any 
part  of  it,  an  intimation  can  be  deduced,  favor- 
able to  una  ipeidfio  meanire,  I  oaa  only  aay, 
oar  vemaonlar  most  be  read  wtbh  a  very  different 
meaung,  and  in  a  veiy  diflbrent  sense,  from 
that  in  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  ndng  it 
To  test  the  jnstnesa  of  this  dednotion  of  tibe 
President,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  tiie  declara- 
tion of  Ifr.  Monroe  was  made  at  a  time  when 
the  Holy  Alliance  was  supposed  to  be  en^ged 
m  concerting  craibined  operations  to  ud  Spain 
in  the  recovery  of  her  colonies.  At  this  period 
of  probable  and  imfniuent  danger,  (to  what, 
in  uie  cant  of  the  day,  is  called  the  "American 
svstem,")  did  Mr.  Monroe  propose  that  we 
wonld  nnite  In  the  deliberations  of  a  Oongreea, 
or  of  onr  fbnning  an  alliance  to  reost  this 
peril  I  No ;  he  contented  himsdf  with  deolar- 
iDft  that  "  we  shonld  oonrider  ai^  attempt  on 
fhe  part  of  the  Enn^>e8n  powers  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  bemiq>here, 
as  dangeroos  to  oar  peace  and  safiaty  " — ^which 
does  not  contain  a  solitary  obligation  towards 
other  powers,  or  even  to  onrsdves ;  it  is  the 
mere  expressicHi  of  a  sentiment  which  coold 
have  left  ns  free  to  act,  when  the  contingency 
happened,  as  woold  b^t  comport  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  But  mark  the  difference 
in  the  oonrse  pursued  by  Mr.  Aduns.  At  a 
moment  when  it  is  conceded  ou.  all  bands  that 
tiie  H<dy  Alliance  has  abandoned  all  intuition  to 
aid  Spain  in  resubjugating  S<Hith  America,  he, 
neverthelees,  aooepta  this  invitation  to  partici- 
pate in  the  counsels  of  a  belUgerent  Oongrese, 
and  dedaces  it  as  a  legitimate  oonsequenoe  ftom 
this  muob-abused  dedaration  I 

Mr.  Monroe,  sir,  has  ^ne  into  retirement, 
and  has  carried  witii  hun  the  sympathy  and 
gratitode  of  bis  country.  This  effort  to  throw 
on  him  a  portion  of  the  responsibility  Of  tliis 
weak  and  indefensible  measure,  and  tiie  em- 
barrassments into  which  oar  foreign  n^otia- 
tions  are  now  involved,  betrays  a  want  of 
magnanimity  equal  to  the  poor  ttuifUess  fallacy 
wiuL  which  the  position  nas  been  attempted 
to  be  sustained. 

SHr^  tlus  whole  scheme  of  quitting  our  own, 
to  stuid  on  foreign  ground,'^  is  opposed  to  the 
settled  policy  of  the  country,  fh>m  the  time  of 
General  Wasbiogton,  as  indicated  by  his  firm- 
ness in  resisting  those  obligaticHia  which  were 
attempted  to  be  raised  out  of  an  indisoreet 
treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship  with  France, 
down  to  the  last  moments  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration— except  in  an  effort  made  by  the  senior 
Mr.  Adams,  in  1798,  to  indulge  in  foreign 
negotiations,  having  ultimate  tendencies  to 
entan^ng  aUiaaces.  This  scheme  was  then 
fust  by  the  B^ublicans  of  that  day,  as  the 


Bqmbtioans  of  this  time  have  fdt  it  their  do^ 
to  oppose  this  deviation  from  the  WashingtMi 
policy.   It  is  to  the  research  of  a  gentieman 
from  New  York,  in  the  other  House,  (Mr.  Vair 
Bmmn,)  we  are  indebted  for  this  precious  dis- 
covery, who,  with  admirable  perspicacity,  has 
perceived  the  remarkable  coincidence  between 
the  two  measures,  and  tiie  verisimilitude  In 
the  arguments  by  which  both  were  recom- 
mended by  the  &ther  and  son,  and  both 
nsted  by  nearly  analogous  reasons  by  the  Be- 
paUicaoB  of  tluit  day,  as  well  as  tiiose  of  this 
— ^by  those  who  were  destined  to  be  tiie  pillan 
of  the  Democratic  party  of  this  country.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  has  not  only  achieved 
a  agnal  l>wefit  to  Ihoae  of  us  who  yet  belong 
to  Uie  Jeffersonian  faith,  by  this  discovery,  bnt 
made  it  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  one  oi 
the  most  triumphant  argamente  I  have  ever 
read.   The  moral  is  pregnant  with  instruction ; 
the  omm  ■npleU  mth  * 
The  policy  of  Washington  was  the  policy  <rf\ 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe— a  policy  in ', 
which  Mr.  Adams  ocmonrred  dnring  toe  whole 
period  of  his  service,  in  t&e  Oatnnet  of  the 
latter,  in  the  Department  of  State,  He  never  | 
seemed  to  permit  so  weak  a  thii%  as  sympathy  ' 
to  interfere  with  his  caatious  maxims  as  a 
statesman.    We  all  know  how  resolutely  he 
sustained  the  g^illant  assaults  of  his  present 
Secretary  of  State,  in  this  Honse,  hi  b4ialf  of 
South  American  independence.   He  was  not  te 
be  moved  by  the  pathos  or  the  sarcasms  of  the 
Western  orator ;  but  he  stood  with  the  cold- 
ness of  the  effigy  of  Justice,  weighing  in  a  ptdr 
of  scales  the  exact  quantum  of  danger  to  a 
hair,  attending  thia  recognition;  and  it  was 
not  nntil  he  got  this  danger  down  to  a  feather, 
that  he  would  listoi  to  uie  measure.  Evw  <m 
a  more  recent  occasion,  we  have  seen  that  all 
the  associations,  of  the  litnatnre  and  taste  oi 
antiqidty  betrayed  him  into  no  warmth  in  favor 
of  the  Greeks— not  even  under  the  eloquent 
appeal  of  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts, 
^r.  WnB8TKB,>— for  Mr.  Adams,  in  reply  to  the 
letter  of  Luriottls,  the  Greek  Agent,  was  as 
cold  as  a  personincation,  in  alabiUter,  of  the 
Genins  of  Discretion  itself.   But,  suddenly, 
(^ce  an  election  produced  by  the  memorable 
coalition,  which  has  put  him  on  the  thronej 
he  has  become  inoculated  with  "  this  Spanlsa 
American  ifever,"  as  it  has  been  justly  called, 
and  be  is  already  &r  gone  In  the  deUrinm  of 
that  enthusiasm  whidi  belongs  to  the  ascendant 
genius  of  his  Cabinet   Tes,  sir,  he  has  started 
from  a  caution  as  cold  as  marble,  into  the  ver- 
nal fervors  of  love,  at  first  sight,  for  the  South 
Americana,  without  allowing  sufficient  time  for 
the  change,  except  by  the  Intervention  of  a 
miracle.   And  witli  tiiis  mutation,  what  a  re- 
versal has  there  been  in  the  whole  foreign 
policy  of  the  country  t   Let  the  documents  on 
your  table  speak  to  this  fact   I  will  veuture 
to  assert,  that,  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1826,  (I  mean  the  fatal  ides  of  March,)  that 
has  bew  a  greater  intMfiuwoe  in  th»  oonocKBS  of 
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Other  Dadoos — &  more  Btadiotu  searoh  for  the 
oocadon  of  periloiu  diatinotion— greater  oom- 
mitmoits  of  the  national  nSety  and  honor — 
tiiui  have  oharaoterized  anj  anterior  period  of 
oor  history,  from  tiie  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Comstitation  down  to  tiie  present  time.  We 
have  become,  at  the  ezdanve  vill  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  arbitrator  of  the  New  World,  and,  in 
that  oharaoter,  have  sent  bollTing  protests  to 
the  old.  The  Cabinet  has,  in  oar  name,  made 
two  solemn  oontraote,  to  go  to  war  in  two  con- 
tingencies, without,  "  as  a  matter  of  prelimi- 
nary advimnent,"  even  condescending  to  con- 
sult OS ;  and  we  find,  in  tlie  first  ^ht  months 
of  the  hfdcyon  days  of  a  new  and  oon^erate 
dynasty,  the  sober  poUi^  of  our  fathers,  whibb 
vas  "  a  lamp  to  oor  feet,"  has  gone  oat,  and  a 
Idnster^  officlooaaess  in  the  conoems  <Hr 
otlien^  anbstitnted  in  its  stead. 

ToxsDAT,  April  11. 

Supply  qf  J*rom»iont  to  Florida  Ttidiant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLkah,  of  Ohio,  the 
Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  tiie 
relief  of  the  Florida  Indians,  (as  amended,  so 
as  to  be  confined  to  their  reli^  merely,  and  not 
extended  to  their  removal.) 

Mr.  HoLuv  moved  to  ammd  the  bill  by 
striking  ont  (50,000  and  inserting  $20,000. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  "iii.  MoLeait  stated 
tliat  he  had  consolted  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  iofonned  him  that  this  som  would  be 
anffioient  to  relieve  the  present  exigraicles  of 
tiieee  Indiana. 

After  some  explanations  by  Kr.  Oookx, 

Hie  amendment  was  adopted. 

Kr.  YiHTON,  after  some  opposition,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  ont  withdrew  his 
motion ;  and  the  debate  of  yesterday  was  re- 
newed, end  oontinned  for  about  an  lumr,  on 
the  same  general  gronoda.  The  bill  was  ad- 
vocated by  Measrs.  MoLxur,  Oook,  'Wbox, 
and  LinvaaiOH ;  and  opposed  by  Meaars.  Vik- 
sos  and  Stkwaxt. 

lb.  SnwABT  sud  he  felt  as  much  as  any 
gentleman  coold  feel,  for  the  destitute  and 
fofferinff  condition  of  tiiese  Indians.  Pro- 
virion,  liowever,  he  thought,  might  l>e  made 
for  them  out  of  the  Indian  contingent  fond  of 
(96,000,  without  this  special  act  for  their  relief. 
He  had  several  ol^ectionB  to  this  bill.  The 
first  was  on  acconnt  of  the  precedent  which  it 
would  establish.  If  we  thus  admit  the  right 
oi  all  the  Indians  who  may  be  in  a  destitute 
and  soflluing  etmdition,  to  call  mxm  Congress 
fi»  relief  our  treasoir  will  be  madeqnate  to 
the  demand.  The  poinr  and  needy  of  aU  the 
States  and  Territories  of  this  Unim  had  cer- 
tainly as  strong  a  cl^m  upon  our  charity  and 
qmpathies  as  the  Indians,  (and  Qod  knows  we 
hjare  enough  such,)  and  should  they  also  come, 
can  we  r^ect  their  appUcation&  while  we  deal 
oat  from  their  treasury  with  a  liberal  hand,  to 
strangers  and  Indians  ?  The  amount  in  the  bill 
was  nothing.  It  was  the  ^r^etdmt  to  which 


he  objected.  All  the  Indians  bad  e^al  claims. 
All  had  been  alike  derived  of  their  land,  and 
by  like  means,  and  of  course  their  claims  were 
alike  wdl-founded.  Bo  much  for  the  preoe- 
dent. 

But  he  bad  another  objection.  It  was,  that 
this  policy  would  have  an  injarions  effect  u^n 
the  habits  of  the  Indians  themsdves.  If  being 
poor  and  destitute  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  ap- 
plying to  Congress  for  relief  they  will  sll  Boon 
become  poor  and  destitute.  They  have  ingenu- 
ity enough  to  make  a  plaosible  tsttarj,  and  if 
tiiey  have  not,  they  can  easily  procure  tiie  aid 
of  those  who  have,  and  dioola  that  ful,  they 
will  abandon  sll  mbrts  to  provide  for  them- 
selves, and  thus  soon  bring  themselves  within 
the  rue. 

Bat  a  BtiU  more  serious  oWeotion  to  thia 
measure  than  its  effect  upon  the  treasury,  or 
its  ^eot  np«i  the  Indiuis,  was,  that  the  con- 
stitution lud  given  Congress  no  power  to 
make  the  treasory  a  charity-box.  If  we  widi 
to  indulge  our  feelings  of  charity  or  kindness 
to  Indians,  or  anybody  else,  we  most  look  to 
our  own  pockets,  we  must  go  to  our  own 
"com  oriM,"  and  not  to  the  treasury;  that 
belonged  to  the  people,  who  filled  it  by  their 
oontribationa,  and  not  to  us,  ezoept  to  carry 
into  efi^  the  oljects  and  powers  inAcated  in 
the  oonstitntion  itself.  The  rule  which  rega- 
,  buted  the  power  of  appropriation  was  a  plidn 
and  ample  one.  The  constitution  had  vested 
certain  powers  in  Congress,  with  the  means 
"necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  The  only  inquiry,  then,  is,  are  the 
means  proposed  to  be  employed,  or  ^e  appro- 
priation to  be  made,  "  necessary  and  proper  " 
to  attain  any  of  the  aids  indicted  by  the  con- 
stitution f  If  it  be,  you  have  a  constitutional 
right  to  make  the  expropriation,  but  notother- 
idse.  TIiIb  he  otme^vea  to  be  the  tnly  soond 
role,  and  it  was  the  one  by  which  be  alw^ 
had  bera,  and  alw^  would  be,  goremea. 
Then,  he  would  aak,  where  was  the  ]^wer 
granted  to  Congress  which  this  appropriatioa 
was  intended  to  carry  into  effect !  There  was 
none,  he  contended,  to  which  it  ooold,  by  any 
possibility,  be  made  to  appertain;  he  defied 
mgenoity  to  pcHut  it  ont   JOT  Congress  can  ap- 

Eropriate  money  for  the  relief  of  suffering 
idians  in  Florida,  they  have  the  same  right  to 
Impropriate  money  for  the  suffering  Inhabitants 
of  any  other  portion  of  tiie  globe---4n  suffering 
Africa,  or  in  suffering  Spain.  If  you  may 
give  to  the  suffering  Indians  of  Florida,  surely, 
by  the  same  nil&  yoa  may  give  to  the  snaring 
oitizens  oS  Florida;  yet  such  an  application 
woold  be  scouted  ont  of  the  Honse. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
negatived,  and.  after  considerable  dlscossion, 
it  was  ord»ea  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mifion  toPanopia. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  U  the.  Otanmittee  of 
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Foreign  Relationa,  approving  the  Ifisdon  to 
Panama,  with  the  ameadments  propoBing  a 
qnalificatioa  to  the  general  ezpreedon  of  ap- 
probation tliereof— 

Ur.  BvoHASMS  addressed  the  oommittee  as 
follows: 

I  shall  proceed  to  disoms  the  mbject  under 
the  TarioDs  a^>eot8  in  which  it  has  presented 
itself  to  my  mmd. 

I  know  there  are  several  gentlemen  on  this 
StooTy  who  approve  of  the  pt^oy  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  wish  to  eroress  an  opinion 
in  thdr  bvor;  and  who  jtA  fed  retnatut  to 
vote  tor  them,  because  it  is  thdr  intention 
fiiiall7  to  sni^KVt  the  ai^ropriatimi  InU.  They 
ilunk,  if  the  amendments  should  be  r^ected, 
«anauten(7  would  require  them  to  refuse  any 
crwit  of  money  to  carry  this  mission  into  effect. 
I  shall,  therefore,  aslc  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, whilst  I  endeavor  to  prove  that  there 
would  not,  in  any  event,  be  Uw  subtest  inoim- 
ristency  in  this  coarse. 

I  assert  it  to  be  a  portion  snsoeptible  of  the 
olearast  proot^  that  the  House  of  Bepresentar 
tives  is  morally  bound,  unless  in  extreme  cases, 
to  vote  the  salaries  of  Ministers  who  have  been 
eODstitationally  created  by  the  Prendent  and 
Sumte.  The  expediency  of  establishing  the 
mission  was  one  qaestioo,  which  has  already 
been  decided  by  the  competent  authority: 
when  the  appropriation  bill  shall  oome  before 
m,  we  will  w  called  upon  to  decide  another 
anil  a  very  different  questiou.  Biohard  0. 
Anderson  and  John  Sei^eant  have  been  regn- 
lariy  nominated  by  the  United  States,  to  be 
Envoys  Extraordinary  and  llinisters  Kenipo- 
tentiary  "  to  the  Assembly  of  American  nations 
at  Panama."  The  Senate,  aftor  long  and  solemn 
ddiberation,  have  advised  and  consented  to 
tb«r  appointment.  These  Hiniaters  have  then 
been  created — they  have  been  called  into  exist- 
ence under  the  anth<n1^  of  tlw  Onutitntion  of 
Uie  United  States.  That  venerated  instenment 
declares,  that  the  President  "shall  have  power, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur:  and  he  shall 
nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
otmsent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ^point,  Ambaasa- 
dors,  other  public  Ministers,  and  Ooosnls, 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other 
officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  e^point- 
menta  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
What  then  will  he  the  qnestion  npoi  the 
propriation  Inll!  In  order  to  enable  onr 
Ministers  to  proceed  upon  th^  misirioo,  the 
Freddent  has  asked  us  to  grant  the  BeoessaiT 
^propriation.  Shall  we  incur  the  responsibil- 
of  refusing  f  Shall  we  thus  defeat  the  mis- 
sion  which  has  already  been  establisbed  by 
the  only  competent  constitataonal  authorities  t 
This  House  have,  without  donbt,  the  physical 
power  to  reftise  tiie  appropriation,  and  they 
noascsg  tiie  same  power  to  withhold  his  salary 
Ikwn  flu  Fniaident  of  the  United  States.  The 
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true  gnestion  is,  what  is  the  tme  nature  of  onr 
oonstitotional  obligation  t  Are  we  not  morally 
bound  to  pay  the  salaries  given  by  existing 
laws  to  every  officer  of  tiie  Government !  By 
the  act  of  the  iirst  May,  1810,  the  ontfit  and 
the  salary  to  be  allowea  by  the  President  to 
Foreign  Ministers  are  established.  Snch  Minis- 
ters have  been  regularly  appointed  to  attend 
the  Congress  at  Panama.  What  right,  then, 
have  we  to  refuse  to  appropriate  the  salaries 
whitdi  they  have  a  right  to  receive,  under  the 
eixiiting  laws  of  the  land? 

I  amnit  there  may  be  extreme  oases,  in 
whidi  this  House  would  be  justified  in  mth- 
hol^ng  Boch  an  appropriation.  *'The  sale^ 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law."  there- 
fore, we  should  believe  any  mission^to  be 
dangerous,  either  to  the  existence  o^o  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  necessity  would 
justify  us  in  breaking  the  letter  to  preserve 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  The  ssme  ne- 
oesfflty  would  equally  justify  us  in  refusing  to 
grant  to  the  President  his  salary,  in  certain 
extreme  cases,  which  might  easily  be  imaged. 

Bat  how  far  would  your  utmost  power  ex- 
tend i  Can  you  re-judge  the  detenmnatimi  ct 
the  Pnddent  and  Sen^  and  destrOT  the  offi- 
cers which  tfa«y  have  seated  f  Hi^t  not  tiie 
Prendent  imn»diately  send  these  Ministers  to 
Panama  f  and  if  he  did,  would  not  their  acts 
be  valid!  It  is  certain,  if  they  should  go,  they 
run  the  risk  of  never  receiving  a  salary ;  but 
still  they  might  act  as  Plenipotentiaries.  By 
withholding  the  salary  of  the  President,  yon 
cannot  withhold  from  him  the  power ;  neither 
can  yon,  by  refusing  to  appropriate  for  this 
mission,  deprive  the  Ministers  of  their  author- 
ity. It  is  beyond  your  control  to  make  them 
cease  to  be  Mmisters. 

The  constitutional  obUgation  toi»OTide  for  ft 
Minister,  is  equally  strong  as  that  to  e$ny  into 
effect  a  tn$tj.  It  is  tme,  the  evils  whion  may 
flow  firom  yonr  reftual  may  be  greater  in  the  (me 
oase  than  in  the  other.  If  you  refuse  to  ap- 
propriate for  a  treaty,  yon  violate  the  ftdth 
of  uie  country  to  a  foreign  nation.  Ton  do  no 
more,  however,  than  omit  to  provide  for  the 
execution  of  an  instrument  which  is  declared 
by  the  constitution  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  In  the  case  which  will  be  presented 
to  yon  by  the  appropriation  bill,  is  the  nature 
of  your  obligation  different!  I  think  not. 
The  power  to  create  the  Minister  is  contained 
in  the  same  clause  of  the  constitution  with  that 
to  make  the  treaty.  They  are  powers  d  the 
same  nature.  The  one  is  absolntely  necessoiT- 
to  carry  the  other  into  effect.  Ton  cannot 
negotiate  treaties  without  Ministers.  They  are 
the  means  by  which  the  treaty-making  power 
is  brought  into  action.  You  are,  therefore, 
under  the  same  moral  obligation  to  appropri- 
ate money  to  discharge  the  salary  of  a  Minister, 
that  you  would  be  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect 
If  yon  ask  me  for  authority  to  establish 
these  prin<Mples,  I  can  r^er  yon  to  the  opinitHi 
of  the  first  Pre^dent  ot  the  United  Btateo  th» 
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immortal  Father  of  his  Conntrj — ^wbo,  in  mj 
humble  jadgment,  possessed  more  practical 
wisdom,  more  political  foresight,  and  more 
nsefiil  wmstitatioiial  knowledge,  than  all  his 
•ncceflsors. 

I  have  thus,  I  think,  eatabllBhed  the  portion, 
that  gentlemen  who  vote  for  the  am^idmentB 
now  before  the  committee,  even  if  the;  ahonld 
not  prevail,  may,  without  inoonsistenoy,  give 
their  support  to  the  appropriation  bill. 

I  now  come  to  a  qnestion  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  discDssion.  Does  the  informati<m 
before  the  House  jostif;  the  proposed  ameod- 
mentfi,  and  render  them  necessary  t  or,  are 
they  mere  abstract  propositions,  in  no  manner 
connected  with  the  subject  f  I  have  never  been 
more  outaken,  if  I  shall  not  be  able  to  demon* 
■trate,^hat,  from  the  uniform  oonrse  c4  pdioj 
vhkfa  has  been  panned  by  the  jwesent  Ad- 
BifaiiBtration,  they  are  already  oommltied  to 
mch  an  extent,  that  it  will  be  ezoeedin^  diffi- 
enh  for  them  to  retrace  their  steps  ana  extri- 
cate themselvea  without  ^ving  Jnst  cause  of 
oBbbm  to  the  Soothmi  Kepnblice,  In  my 
opinion,  a  crisis  has  now  amved,  in  which  it 
la  the  daty  of  this  Hoose  to  take  a  firm  stand 
fn  &VOT  of  the  ancient  and  the  approved  policy 
of  the  connti7.  We  should  proclaim  to  the 
world,  that  it  is  our  determination  **  to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendBhip,  with  all 
nations,  and  to  form  entangling  auianoee  with 
acme." 

It  win  here  be  neoessaiy  to  take  a  short  his- 
torical view  of  our  relations  with  the  Southern 
Bepublics.  Within  the  last  few  years,  we 
have  seen  in  this  hemisphere,  seven  new  Re- 
publics emerging  trom  the  -chaos  of  Spanish 
colonial  despotism.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple beheld  this  cheering  spectacle  with  heart- 
felt saUsfiaction.  We  watched  their  progress 
with  the  most  intense  anxiety,  and,  marching 
in  the  van  of  nations,  we  first  deolu^  them 
to  be  &ee,  sovereign,  and  independent.  This 
declaration  now  is,  and  will  forever  continne 
to  be,  one  of  the  most  glorioos  events  in  oar 
annals.  It  was  made  on  the  fonrth  of  May, 
1622,  and  aU  hailed  it  with  pride  and  irith 
plewore.  In  the  Snmmer  of  1828,  the  Holy 
Alliance,  at  the  request  of  Spain,  were  oallea 
imon  to  as^t  in  subjugating,  what  she  was 
pleased  to  call  her  revolted  colonies.'  The 
most  serions  apprehensions  were  then  enter- 
tidned,  that  an  unholy  crusade  was  to  be  pro- 
d^med  against  the  cause  of  liberty  and  Repub- 
lican Govemmrait,  wherever  they  existed  over 
the  whole  earth.  In  this  alarming  posture  of 
affairs,  did  we  give  any  pledge  to  foreign  na- 
tions! Did  we  commit  the  faith  of  the  coun- 
try to  all,  or  any  of  the  Southern  Republics  f 
Certainly  not  We  muntained  the  same  inde- 
pendent position  which  we  had  always  occu- 
pied in  our  rdations  with  fortign  nations. 
The  celebrated  Message  of  Ur,  Monroe,  De- 
cember 2d,  1623,  announced  to  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, and  to  tiie  world,  that  we  ooold  not 
■view  with  iodi&raoe  the  hostile  iidrapofiitifm 


of  any  Suropean  poww  against  the  independ- 
cDce  of  the  Southern  Republics;  but  would 
o(msid»^oh  an  attempt  as  dangerous  to  oar 
own  peace  and  safety.  Tlids  dedaralimi  waa 
re-eciboed  by  mOIkNU  vi  ftwam.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  enthusiasm  in  every  part  of  th« 
Union.  It  answered  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  intended,  and  the  danger  which  then 
threatened  the  Southern  RepnbUoa  has  rinoe 
passed  away. 

This  declaration  contained  no  pledge  to  any 
foreign  Government  It  left  as  perfectly  free : 
but  it  has  since  becoi  converted  into  such  a  pledge 
by  the  present  Administration ;  and  although 
they  have  not  framed  formal  alliances  with 
the  Southern  Republics,  yet  they  have  com- 
mitted the  oonndy  in  honor  to  an  alarming 
extent 

The  ineaent  Beoretary  ot  State  has  always 
beoi  an  esthnaast  in  &vor  of  the  Southern 
Bepsblics.  He  has  gcme  to  such  extremitiee  in 
th«r  cause,  that,  in  this  particulorj  prudent 
men  would  feel  disposed  to  comphment  his 
heart  at  the  expense  of  hts  understanding. 
I  have  no  donbt  his  conduct  has  proceeded  from 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  the  cause  of  liberty ; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  the  last  man  to  visit 
it  with  censure. 

From  the  date  of  the  Message  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, until  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power,  we  have  never  heard  that  any  attempt 
was  nude  to  CDuvert  it  into  a  i^edge  to  any  of 
the  Southern  BepubUcs.  Ko  sooner  had  the 
present  Secretary  taken  possesion  of  the  chMr 
of  State,  than  our  policy  was  chanjged.  Mr, 
Poinsett  was  sent  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  to  ob- 
Udn  a  commercial  treaty  from  that  Govern- 
ment In  his  instructions,  which  bear  date 
on  the  26th  ot  March,  1826,  and  which  were 
never  communicated  either  to  the  Secato  or  to 
this  House,  until  the  80th  of  March,  he  was 
directed  to  impress  the  principles  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Message  apon  the  Government  of  iho 
United  Mexican  States.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  urge  upon  that  Government,  "the  utility 
and  expediency  <tf  asserting  the  same  princiidea 
on  aU  iffoper  oceasiona,"  Was  not  thu  a 
direct  departure  teem  the  course  which  ^ 
former  Aamtni8trati<»i  had  pursued  f  Are  not 
tiiese  iiutraotions  substantially  to  ikia  effeetf 
We  wldi  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  you :  we  have  determined  that  no  Euro- 
pean power  shall  int«rfere  between  any  of  the 
Southern  Republics  and  Spain,  in  their  war 
for  independence;  nor  shall  they  attempt  to 
ooloniie  any  part  of  this  continent :  we,  uiere- 
fore,  urge  to  you  to  act  in  concert  with  us  in 
asserting  the  same  principles.  The  tmth  is, 
the  Secretary  evidently  conadered  it  as  a 
pledge,  and  sent  it  forth  as  such  to  foreign 
nations.  How  was  it  understood  by  Mexico  f 
Daring  the  last  Snmmer,  it  was  apprehended 
by  that  Government,  that  France  was  about 
to  invade  the  island  tii  Ouba.  We  were  then 
instantly  called  vpon  to  redeem  our  pledga 
and  to  jwoteot  flut  island  against  the  fleet  ana 
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vmy  of  Franoe.  On  tliis  oocai^  did  the 
BeerietaiT-  ftUempt,  either  £reotlj-  or  in^reot- 
Ij,  to  deny  tlie  ezistenoe  of  sach  a  pledge  to 
Mexico  t  On  the  contrary,  in  his  letter  to  Ifr, 
Poinsett,  of  the  9th  of  November  Iwt,  he  ex- 
pressly reot^izds  onr  obligation,  and  learee 
the  Mexican  Oovenunent  to  infer  what  ve 
woald  have  done  had  the  oonting«tcy  happen- 
ed,  from  a  despatch  which  he  had  sent  to  the 
Amnioan  Hiaister  at  Paris.  This  despatch 
wmt^ned  an  expresB  dedanUicm  that  the  Qov- 
«rameiit  of  the  United  States  oovld  notomsent 
to  the  ooonpation  of  the  Idands  of  Onba  and 
Porto  Sioo hy  any  othor Europeanpower  than 
^»ain,  under  tmy  otoitingency.  Was  not  this 
«  formal  reo(^ition  of  the  pledge,  on  the 
part  of  our  ExeontiTe?  But  isthisallf  No; 
Tery  &r  from  it  It  is  unnecessary  again  to 
repeat  the  strong  language  of  Mr,  Poinsett  to 
tiiie  Ministers  of  Mexico  apon  this  sa^ect, 
which  has  been  so  often  repeated  on  this  floor. 
It  is  so  clear  and  oondnsive  a  pledge  that,  with 
z«q>eot  to  it,  there  can  be  no  mistake  or  mis- 
a^rdiensions.  This  langoage  was  oommoni- 
oated  to  Mr.  Olay,  in  the  letter  of  the  SSth  of 
Sqitember.  That  gentlraian,  when  called  upon 
1^  thia  Hotise  for  his  answer,  informed  as  that 
nme  had  been  transmitted.  He  has  since  dis- 
oovered  that  he  was  mistaken,  and  has  tnm»- 
nitted  OS  the  answer  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter, 
whidi  had  been  aooidentally  overlooked.  Does 
this  letter  <^  Mr.  Olay  disapprove  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Mexican  Qovern- 
mwitf  We  know  that  it  does  not.  An  im- 
plied assent  is  as  strong  as  an  express  assent. 
JCt.  Poinsett,  from  his  instraotions,  and  from 
the  wbfrfe  correspondence,  stands  completely 
iostified  befbre  his  ooontiT  for  the  MUarations 
ha  has  made.  In  this  manner  onr  oonntry,  so 
Jhr  as  it  can  be  committed  by  the  Administra- 
tion, has  been  pledged  to  Me'xioo  to  pnrsne  the 
ooarse  of  policy  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
delioeate. 

How  shall  we  extricate  ourselves  from  these 
obligations  to  Mexico?  Shall  we  say  to  them : 
tme  it  is,  we  have  attempted  to  obtun  from  yon 
the  same  commerci^  privileges  which  yon  are 
willing  to  grant  to  the  other  Repnblios  of  this 
eontiDent,  by  declaring  to  yon  that  we  form  a 
part  of  what  is  called  the  great  American  sys- 
tem, and  that  we  are  [ded^^  to  maintain  yonr 
independence  by  war,  if  that  should  become 
aeeeagary,  '*  and  to  bear  the  hrant  of  the  con- 
test.'* Trw  it  is  we  know  in  what  manner  yon 
understood  oar  declarations,  and  we  have  ex- 
pready  reccwnized  your  oonstntotion,  by  de- 
claring onr  determination  to  carry  it  into  effect 
agunst  France,  if  she  should  attempt  to  invade 
the  island  of  Oaba.  Tme  it  is,  that  when  the 
nature  of  the  pledge  was  distinctly  brought 
home  to  oar  Government  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  we 
never  whispered  a  word  against  its  binding 
foroe.  Bat  yet  yon  were  entirely  mistaken  in 
tto  nature.  Mr.  Clay,  whilst  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
roseotatives  had  the  subject  under  debate,  has 
^Mi^i  that  it  WW  a  pledge,  not  to  7011,  bnt 


to  ours^ves  and  our  posterity.  Ton  have, 
tha«fore,  no  interest  whatevw  in  this  pledge, 
and  we  can  release  oorselves  from  it  as  soon 
as  we  stu^  think  proper. 

I  ask  if  any  man  of  honor,  after  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  neighbor  in  this  manner, 
and  had  thus  attempted  to  obtain  an  advantage 
from  him,  oonld  afterwards  say,  without  for- 
feiting his  character,  I  merely  pledged  myself 
to  myself.  I  can,  and  will,  redeem  myself  fiom 
my  pledge ;  and  you  most  soffer  the  loss  aoA 
the  ais(q)pointment. 

Id  my  opinion,  the  fHends  of  the  Adndn^ 
tration  on  this  floor  ought  to  be  most  anxious 
that  these  amendments  shoidd  prevaiL  Thc^ 
would  be  the  best  justification  of  the  President 
at  Panama.  He  eoold  then  say,  with  jNCoprie^, 
that,  whatever  might  have  been  his  own  incU- 
nation  in  relation  to  this  pledge,  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  had  declared  it  shonid  nevor 
have  their  sanction. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  already  Aown,  that  the 
docoments  upon  our  table  contun  sufficient 
reasons  for  the  adoption  of  these  auMndmMitB. 
But  I  diall  not  rert  here.  I  will  mt>eeed  to 
another  most  important  branch  of  the  subject. 
In  the  first  tdao^  however,  it  will  be  neeessary 
to  present  btfore  tiie  oommlttee  s  view  of  mt 
precise  character  of  the  Oongress  of  Panama. 
It  UB  certainly  not  difficult  to  nnderstsnd  its 
nature;  but,  in  myjadgment,  it  has  not  becm 
correct]^  expluned.  If  you  wonld  look  for  its 
true  character  you  must  examine  the  treaties 
to  which  it  owes  its  existence.  They  form  a 
perpetual  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  in 
peace,  and  in  war,  between  those  Bepnblica 
who  are  parties  to  them.  They  create,  to  nse 
thur  own  langoage.  "aperpetnal  union,  league^ 
and  oonfaderation."  Oongress  of  Panama 
will  be  composed  of  Plenipotenl^aries  fnnn  aQ 
the  Soatbem  BepuUics,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  on  a  more  solid  baaa,  the  intimate 
relations  which  shonid  exist  between  them  ^ 
individually  and  eolleotivfdy,  and  that  it  mt^ 
serve  as  a  council  in  great  events,  as  a  point  of 
union  in  common  danger,  as  a  faithful  int^- 
preter  of  public  treaties  when  difficulties  may 
arise,  and  as  an  arbitrator  and  conciliator  in 
their  dtspntes  and  differences."  It  appears, 
then,  that  the  first  object  intended  to  be  accom- 
lished  by  the  Congress  of  Panama  is,  to  estab- 
lish a  ataiot  and  mtimate  allianoe  and  nnion 
between  all  and  eadi  of  the  sevoi  Republics 
which  have  freed  themselves  from  the  yoke  of 
Spain.  Should  this  he  aooomplished,  to  the 
extent  which  th^  intend,  I  shall  look  upon  the 
day  of  its  consummation  as  the  darkest  which 
this  country  will  ever  have  beheld.  We  shall 
thui  be  compelled  either  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Oonfederacy,  or  stand  alone  upon  this 
continent  against  seven  independent  and  pow- 
erful nations.  !(,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
honor,  or  the  interest  of  the  American  people, 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  war  with  one  ck 
these  Republics,  t^e  whole  continent  of  America 
south  of  omr  own  territOTy,  will  be  "fi^fJl*! 
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in  hostile  array  against  as.  War  with  <Mie 
Dinst  be  war  with  all.  Sach  an  allianoe  may 
not  be  BO  dangerous  to  onr  hberties  aa  a  league 
between  monarohs ;  but  the  oalm  of  despotiam, 
iiowerer  dreadful  it  may  be  to  the  snbjeots  of 
the  despot,  does  not  present  to  foreign  nations 
the  same  terrors  that  wonld  be  presented  by  a 
eonfederation  of  young,  and  vigorous,  and  am- 
bitiona  Bepnblioa.  I  tnist  in  God,  that  the  Min- 
isters who  may  be  sent  to  FUuuoa  will  be  in- 
atnieted  to  use  their  best  ezertioos  to  break  up 
this  Congress.  With  whatever  favor  it  may 
now  be  regarded  by  the  American  people,  the 
time  will  oome,  ere  long,  when  it  will  be  looked 
npon  as  an  object  of  Jealoasy  and  apprehension. 
If  this  Congress  sbonld  accomplish  the  purpose 
for  which  it  has  been  oonTened,  our  hope  mnst 
then  be,  that  it  will  share  the  fate  of  nearly  all 
the  Confederacies  which  have  ever  existed. 
Oar  Hinisters  should  warn  them  by  the  ezsm- 
|d«8  of  history,  by  the  precepts  of  Washington, 
to  avoid  entangling  allianoes  wi^  each  other. 
They  shonld  acunoniah  them  ol  the  danger  of 
Jealonsy  and  olvU  war.  They  sbonld  tell  tiiem 
that  such  a  leagne,  instead  of  being  their  pro- 
tection, might  Income  their  min. 

It  is  dear  to  my  mind,  from  the  documents  in 
onr  possession,  that  the  Prerident,  in  balancing 
the  difficulties  of  our  situation,  thonght  it  bet- 
ter this  country  should  incur  the  danger  of 
becoming  eventually  a  party  to  this  alliance, 
than  stand  alone.  He  must  have  foreign,  and 
it  is  evident  he  did  foresee,  that  this  Govern- 
mrat,  whatever  might  be  its  intention  by  send- 
ing lOoistWB  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  wonld 
be  insenriUy  drawn  into  the  CDnfedwation; 
that  the  Congress,  from  tlie  nature  of  the  ob- 
jects to  which  its  attention  will  be  directed, 
must  be  perpetual.  After  the  alliance  shall 
have  been  completely  formed,  it  will  i«main  as 
the  conncil  in  great  evratts,  and  the  point  of 
union  in  common  danger  for  the  Confederacy. 
I  am  free  to  admit,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will 
not  be  an  assembly  of  sovereign  States,  like 
our  old  confederation.  Its  powers,  however, 
are  more  than  merely  diplomatic.  It  possesses 
iudicial  authority  to  fix  the  construction  and 
dedde  upon  the  true  meaning  of  public  treaties 
between  memben  of  the  Oouedttacfy.  It  will 
also  be  the  arbiteator  in  aU  disputes  and  dlffi- 
oolties  which  may  arise.  Wheuier  it  will  pos- 
■ess  the  power  of  carrying  its  decrees  into  eaect, 
I  cannot  determine,  as  the  treaties  are  silent 
upon  that  subject.  The  Preeident,  when  he 
accepted  tbe  invitation  given  to  this  country  to 
be  represented  by  the  Hinisters  in  that  Con- 
gress, knew  tiiat  their  very  attendance  there 
might  produce  a  strong  sympathy  between  us 
and  the  confederates.  That,  whi^ver  instruo- 
tions  might  be  given  in  the  beginning,  we 
should,  probably,  in  the  end,  be  drawn  into  an 
alUanoe.  This  is  a  view  of  the  snlject  entirdy 
^Btinct  from  any  question  which  has  arisen, 
either  respecting  oar  neutrality  in  the  war 
between  Spain  and  her  fimner  oolcHdea,  or  our 
fledge  to  maintain  thdr  independenee  and  toaa 


of  Government.  It  looks  beyond  both.  Th« 
Pre^dent,  in  his  Message  to  the  House,  has  met 
this  question,  fairly.  I  shall  quote  his  own  lan- 
guage :  He  says,  "  among  the  inquiries  which, 
were  thought  entiUed  to  consideration,  before 
the  detemunation  was  taken  to  accept  the  in- 
vitation, was  that,  whether  the  measure  might 
not  have  a  teadeacf  to  obange  the  poli^, 
hitherto  invariably  porsued  by  the  tTniteo. 
States,  of  avoiding  all  entangling  slBanoee  and 
all  nnneoeasary  foreign  conneotions.'* 

Does  the  President  deprecate  1^  event, 
which  Mb  sagacity  had  foreseen!  Does  he 
declare  that  this  shall  never  be  our  policy,  and 
that  he  will  take  the  necessary  means  to  pre- 
vent it?  On  tbe  contrary,  knowing  that  the 
American  people  oonradered  an  adherence  to 
the  Farewell  Address  of  the  man  who  was  first 
in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen,  to  be  the  palladium  of  th^ 
safety,  he  haa,  by  a  long  and  ingeQions  argo- 
ment,  attempted  to  destroy  its  force.  He  baa 
endeavored  to  wove  that  its  prindples  did  not 
apply  to  tlie  Boatbem  B^ubUos,  and  tbat 
General  Washington  himself,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, wonld  have  entwed  into  close  al- 
liance with  them.  And  baa  it  come  to  thiat 
Was  it  not  enough  to  have  abandoned  the  priit- 
oiples  of  that  immortal  man,  without  atteiinpt- 
in^,  by  ingenuity,  to  turn  them  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  their  plain  and  palpable  meaning !  I ' 
do  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the 
character  of  tbe  present  President.  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  great  statesman,  and  perhaps,  as 
well  versed  in  t^e  theory  of  diplomacy  as  any 
man  now  living.  I  must,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  tbfvt  he  has  attempted  to  explun 
away  tbdVprinciples  of  the  Farewell  Aianaa. 
No  man  who  reads  his  Message  can  entertain 
a  doubt  on  the  subject.  And,  yet,  his  friends 
in  this  House  say  uiere  Is  no  cause  for  alarm ; 
there  is  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amend- 
ments— if  we  did,  they  would  show  a  want  of 
proper  confidence  in  the  £xeoutive.  I  shonld 
have  been  glsd  if  my  friend  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Evebett)  had  given  us  any  explanation  of 
this  part  of  his  Message  in  his  report.  Be  has 
not  thonght  proper  to  do  so,  but  has  ii^niou^ 
passed  it  over  without  commmt.  Is  it  not, 
then,  necessary  to  adopt  these  amendments,  for 
the  purpose  of  declaring  that,  in  our  opinko, 
thepoticy  of  Washington  sboidd  stilt  previ^l  f 

The  President,  in  his  Message  to  the  Benat^ 
has  declared  that  he  deemed  it  to  be  within  the 
constitutional  competence  of  tbe  Executive  to 
send  Ministers  to  Puiama.  He  applied  to  the 
Senate,  not  l)ecau8e  he  thought  their  sanction 
necessary,  not  because  he  believed  he  could  act 
without  it,  but  because  he  wished  to  evinoe  a 
proper  degree  of  deference  for  their  opinion. 

This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  an  assnmptiwi  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  unknown 
to  the  constitati(HL  That  instmoaent  makes  it 
his  duty  "  to  rive  Congress,  from  time  to  tm% 
information  of  the  state  ot  the  Union."  Tmm 
this  dnty  remits  his  power  of  sending  i^SBtt 
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•broad,  tnerelj  for  the  pnrpoee  of  obtfdmng 
infonnatioii.  This  power  has  been  often  exer- 
oseiL  Bntf  by  what  anthori^  the  Prendent 
emld  eUdm  uie  right  of  soiduag  I^nipotoi- 
thries  to  Panama,  irithoat  the  ooosent  of  the 
Sanate,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loes  to  detemune. 

There  is  another  reason  which  has  shaken 
mj  coQfid«noe  in  the  Execntire,  so  far  as  re- 
qtecta  this  miasion.  The  Senate  were  anzioos 
to  diaonss  this  measure  with  open  doors.  They, 
therefore,  requested  the  President  to  inform 
them,  whether  the  publication  of  the  documents 
seoenary  to  be  referred  to  in  debate,  would  be 
prejudicial  to  existing  n^otiations.  He,  how- 
ever, fixed  the  seal  of  coimdence  upon  the  pro- 
•ee^Dgs,  and  held  them  bound  to  secreoy, 
Ast  as  the  gram  d  death.  Bnt  no  aooaae  had 
the  Senate  deinded  the  qneation,  than  he  him- 
self  poblijshed  to  the  world  these  very  docu- 
menta,  and  aoounpanted  them  by  a  Messi^ 
which  ia,  in  fact,  bnt  an  answer  to  the  report 
<rf  the  OommiHtee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  the 
Senate.  The  reply  is  thus  made  to  precede 
the  argnment.  And  thus  it  was  expected  first 
to  seize  upon  the  feeliogs  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  get  them  committed  agunst 
the  Senate.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  this  conduct 
was  wronz ;  but  I  know,  if  I  were  a  Senator, 
I  should  feel  it  moet  aeiuibly.  In  this  reply, 
whenever  the  argument  of  the  Ommnittee  of 
Forrign  BelatiooB  was  tinanswwable,  the  Free- 
ident  changed  tds  groond,  and  presented  the 
inatlOT  to  uie  Hoase  in  an  aspect  entirely  dif- 
ferent. I  shall  present  an  example  before  the 
oommittee,  to  illustrate  this  position. 

The  Premdent,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate 
distinctly  stated,  that  one  object  which  he  had 
in  Tiew  in  accepting  the  inritation,  was  to  in- 
fluence th»  southern  nations  to  change  their 
politioal  oonstitutionB  in  regard  to  their  estab- 
liahed  reli^on,  and  to  introduce  universal 
toileratioii.  From  the  state  of  public  opinion 
in  those  countries,  an  attempt  of  this  nature 
would  qpread  one  universal  flame  over  the 
whole  aonthent  continent.  With  whatever 
Jnstioe  the  enemies  of  the  Catholic  religion  may 
■ay  it  has  been  a  sooni^  to  liberty  in  other 
eountriee,  it  has  certainly  been  a  blessing  to  the 
southern  Bapublics.  Its  Ministers,  so  far  from 
having  set  themselves  in  array  against  the 
principles  of  liberty,  took  a  lading,  and  an 
efficient  part  in  accomplishing  the  Revolution. 
This  assertion  is  true,  in  its  utmost  extent,  in 
reUtioD  to  Mexico.  The  Pre«dent,  having 
discovered  the  danger  of  such  an  interference, 
at  the  present  time,  very  prudently  changed  hia 
attitude  in  his  Mesuge  to  this  House,  and  now 
oidy  intcods  to  ask,  at  Panama,  what  I  feel  oon- 
fidMit  all  the  natuma  will  grant,  without  the 
least  diffionllT— the  liberty  to  onr  own  citizens, 
while  they  rends  within  any  of  the  Bepnblics, 
of  wonhipping  their  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  unr  own  ocHMoienoe. 

I  come,  now,  to  speak  of  a  sulgeot  dee|dy 
interesting  to  my  own  constituents,  and  to  the 
State  wbieh  I  have  the  honw,  in  pa^^  torepre- 
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sent,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  Union.  We 
have  often  been  told,  as  an  ailment  gainst 
these  amendments,  that  Ihey  im^y  a  want  of 
owfidenoe  in  the  Executive.  Judging  from 
their  conduct  in  relation  to  the  island  osOuba, 
I  am  Justified  hi  declaring,  that  my  confidence 
in  them  is  shaken,  in  every  thing  which  reguds 
the  southern  Republics.  Engluid  and  France 
have  been  warned  by  our  Government,  in  tiie 
most  solemn  and  formal  manner,  that  we  could 
not  consent  to  the  occupation  of  that  idand  by 
any  other  European  power  than  Spain,  under 
any  oontangency  whatever.  Ought  not  the 
same  course  to  have  been  ptirsued  towards  the 
South  American  Republics?  The  reasons  fbr 
adopting  this  policy,  as  I  shall  presently  show, 
are  at  least  as  strong  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other ;  but,  yet,  the  doonments  prove  tiiat  the 
Cabinet  had  arrived  at  a  diflbrent  oonolusion. 
From  them,  it  is  evidoit,  that  oui  Government 
did  not  intend  to  interfere  foi*  the  purpose  of 
preventing  an  invasion  of  that  island  by  Mexioo 
and  Colombia.  Mr.  Olay,  in  his  lettw  of  De- 
cember last,  to  the  Ministers  of  these  two  na- 
tions, requested,  only,  that  their  inva^on  of 
Cuba  might  be  suspended  until  the  result  of 
our  interference  in  their  favor  with  the  Euro- 
pean, powers  should  be  ascertained.  In  hia 
letter  to  Mr.  Middieton,  our  Minister  at  St 
Fetersbuiv,  dated  in  May  last,  which  he  read 
to  the  Ministers  of  Mexioo  and  Colombia,  he 
entered  into  a  li»w  argnm^t  to  justify  an  in- 
vadon  of  that  island  hy  those  Republics,  in  case 
Spain  should  prove  oratinate,  and  not  recognize 
their  independence.  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 
mittee by  reading  this  despatch  to  them,  as  it 
is  in  the  hands  <»  every  member. 

The  vast  importance  of  tiie  island  of  Cuba  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
generally  known.  The  commerce  of  uiis  island 
is  of  immense  value,  particularly  to  the  agricul- 
tural and  navigating  interests  of  the  country. 
Its  importance  has  been  rapidly  inraeasing  for 
a  number  of  years.  To  the  middle  or  grain- 
growing  States,  Has  commerce  is  Almost  mdis- 
pensable.  ^le  a^^regate  value  of  goods,  waree^ 
and  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  and 
manufiactnre,  of  the  United  States,  exported  an- 
nually to  that  island,  now  exceeds  three  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  more 
than  the  one-third  consists  of  the  two  artides 
of  pork  and  flour.  The  chief  of  the  other  pro- 
ducts of  domestic  onpn  are  fi^  fish-oil,  sper- 
maceti candles,  timber,  beef^  bnttw,  and  cheescL 
rice,  tallow  oandl^  and  soap.  Our  principal 
imports  from  that  island  are,  coffee,  sugar,  and 
molasses,  articles  which  may  almost  be  consid- 
ered necessaries  of  life.  The  whole  amoont  of 
our  exports  to  it,  foreign  and  domestics  ia 
nearly  six  millions,  and  onr  imports  tmxfy  Mght 
millions  of  dollars.  The  articles  which  consti- 
tute the  medium  of  this  commerce,  are  both 
bulky  and  ponderous,  and  their  transportation 
employs  a  large  portion  of  our  foreign  tonnage. 
More  tbsn  the  one-seventh  of  the  whole  ton- 
nage^  engaged  in  fwtign  trade,  which  wtered 
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the  portB  of  the  United  States,  daring  ttie  year 
endiog  the  last  day  of  September,  1824,  oame 
from  Caba ;  and  bat  little  less  than  that  pro- 
portion of  the  tonnage  employed  in  oar  export 
trade,  sailed  for  that  isUmd.  Its  commerce  is, 
at  presMit,  more  valnable  to  fhe  United  States 
than  that  of  sU  the  aonthem  Republics  united. 
HoWf  then,  can  tiie  American  pewie  era-  agree 
that  this  island  shall  he  invued  by  Colombia 
and  Mexico,  and  pass  mider  their  dominion} 
Ought  we  not  to  avert  its  impendiDg  fate,  if 
posedble  f  The  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  Mex- 
ico and  Colombia  will  prodnce,  in  abundance, 
nearly  all  the  articles  wiui  which  we  now  Bupply 
Caba.  If  it  should  be  revolationized  and  be- 
come an  iutegral  part  of  either  of  these  Repnb- 
Ucs,  the  fate  of  this  portion  of  oar  trade  wonld 
at  once  be  sealed.  Disguise  the  fact  as  we 
may,  Mexico  ia  destined  to  become  oar  rival, 
^e  already  feels  it  and  knows  it.  She  already 
looks  to  war  between  ns  and  the  flonUiem  Re- 
publics. When  our  Minister  told  her  Plenipo- 
tentiaries that  the  power  she  desired  to  pre- 
serve oS  granting  privUeses  to  the  southern 
Bepnhlics  which  she  wished  to  deny  to  us, 
would  be  useless  to  her  on  account  of  our  ex- 
isting treaties  with  them,  they  hastily  remarked, 
that  war  would  dissolve  all  treaties.  Shall  we, 
then,  stand  with  onr  arms  folded,  and  see  this 
island  pass  into  her  possession  1  Shall  we  rest 
contented  with  having  advised  a  nmple  suspen- 
sion of  its  invadon  merdy  with  a  new  to  the 
benefit  of  those  Republics  f 

Important  as  this  idand  m^r  be  to  us  in  a 
oommeroial,  it  is  still  more  important  in  a  po- 
Udoal  view.  From  its  position,  it  commuids 
tiie  entrance  of  the  Qulfs,  both  of  Mexico  and 
FI<aida.  The  report  of  onr  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  traly  says,  "  that  the  Moro  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fortress  at  the  month  of  the 
Mississippi."  Any  power  in  possession  of  this 
island,  even  with  a  small  naval  force,  could 
hermetically  seal  the  mouth  of  the  tDBsissippi. 
TbxiB,  the  vast  agricultord  prodnotions  of  that 
valley,  which  is  drained  by  the  father  of  rivers, 
might  be  derived  of  the  channel  which  nature 
intended  for  their  passage.  A  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  one  of  whose  Repre- 
sentatives I  am,  find  their  way  to  market  by 
the  Mississippi.  For  this  reason  I  feel  particu- 
larly interested  in  this  part  of  the  sulgect.  Hie 
great  law  of  self-preservation,  which  ia  eqnaUy 
binding  on  individuals  and  nations,  commands 
na,  if  we  cannot  obtain  possession  of  this  island 
ourselves,  not  to  suffer  it  to  pass  from  Spun, 
under  whose  dominion  it  will  be  harmless. 
And  yet  oar  QoTemment  have  never  even  pro- 
tested against  its  invantm  by  Mexico  and  Co- 
lombia. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  the  snlgeot  in 
relation  to  this  island,  wfaioh  donands  particu- 
lar attention.  Let  ua,  for  a  moment,  look  at 
the  spectacle  which  it  will  probably  present,  in 
case  Mexico  and  Colombia  should  attempt  to 
revolutionize  it  Have  they  not  always  march- 
ed under  the  standard  of  nmraMl  emandpa- 
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tion?  Have  they  not  always  conquered  hy 
proclaiming  liberty  to  the  slave !  In  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  island  what  will  be  the 
probable  consequence  i  A  servile  war,  which, 
in  every  age,  has  been  the  most  barbarous  and 
destnu^ve ;  and  which  spares  neither  age  nor 
sex.  Revenge,  urged  on  by  cruelty  and  igno- 
rance, would  desolate  the  land.  The  dreadful 
scenes  of  St  Dcmdngo  wonld  again  be  presented 
to  onr  view,  and  would  again  be  acted  almost 
wHhin  id^t  our  own  shores.  Cuba  would 
be  a  vast  magazine  in  the  vicinity  of  the  south* 
em  States,  whose  explosion  would  he  dangerons 
to  their  tranquillity  and  peace.  ^ 

Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  speak  upon  a  subject,  to  which  X  have 
never  before  adverted  to  upon  this  floor,  and  to 
which,  I  trast,  I  may  never  ag^  have  occasion 
to  advert  I  mean  Uie  subject  of  slavery.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  pwat  political  and  a  great  moral 
evil.  I  thank  God,  my  lot  has  be^  cast  in  a 
State  where  it  does  not  exist  But  while  I 
entertiUn  these  opinions,  I  know  it  is  an  evil  at 
present  withont  a  remedy.  It  has  been  a  curse 
entailed  upon  us  by  that  nation  which  nov 
makes  it  a  subject  of  reproach  to  our  instito- 
tions.  It  is,  however,  one  of  those  moral  evilsi, 
from  which  it  is  imposrable  for  us  to  escape, 
withont  the  introduction,  of  evils  infinitely' 
greater.  There  are  portions  of  this  Union,  in 
which,  if  you  emancipate  your  slaves,  they  will 
become  masters.  There  can  be  no  middle 
course.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  Union,  who 
could,  for  (me  moment,  indulge  the  boffrid  idea 
of  abolishing  slavery,  by  the  massacre  of  tiba 
high-minded  and  the  chivalrous  race  of  men 
in  the  South  t  I  trust  there  is  not  one.  For 
my  own  part  I  would,  withont  hesitaticm, 
buckle  on  my  knapsack,  ani.  march  inoompanx 
with  my  friend  from  Massachnsetta  (Mr.  Km- 
itt)  in  defence  of  their  cause. 

I  am  willing  to  consider  slavery  as  a  question 
entirely  domestic,  and  leave  it  to  those  States 
in  whicb  it  exists.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  my  rule  of  conduct  upon 
this  subject  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  honest,  but  mistaken  attempts  of  fdii- 
lanthropists,  have  done  much  injury  to  the 
^ves  themselves.  These  atteomts  generally 
reach  the  ears  <tf  the  slave,  and  whilst  they  in- 
spire him  with  false  hopes  of  liberty,  and  thus 
make  him  disobedient,  and  discontented  with 
his  condition,  they  compel  the  master  to  use 
more  severity  tiian  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 

I  think  I  have  shown  we  are  deeply  inter- 
ested in  every  thing  which  regards  the  fate  of 
Cuba.  I  do,  therefore,  most  sincerely  rejoice 
that  the  President  has  recently  changed  his 
p<dicy  concerning  tiiat  island.  He  nas,  at 
lengtb,  come  forward  like  a  statesman,  and  witit 
true  magnanimity  has  oorreoted  those  errom 
into  whidi  be  had  previously  fallen.  In  his 
late  Message  to  the  House,  we  hear  no  more  of 
requesting  Colombia  and  Mexico  to  suspend 
their  inT&(»if  till  the  pleasan  of  ^ain  can  ha 
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known ;  but  be  bas  told  us  distinotly,  that,  at 
the  Oongrese  of  FaDama,  '*  all  our  efforts  in  ref- 
ereace  to  this  interest  will  be  to  preaerre  the 
exfeting  state  of  things,  the  tranqiuUity  of  the 
Maods,  and  tbe  peace  and  aecority  of  their  in- 
bftbitanta."  This  declaration  is  uie  strongest 
argoineDt  that  could  be  ui^ed,  to  my  mini^  In 
ibTOF  of  the  .mission. 

Mr.  Wmrs  aud:  I  oaa  8ay,Hr.  Ghdrman,  in 
Mffeot  dnoeriQr  and  dn^neas  of  hearti  that  I 
hftTe  ^ven  to  this  sdi^eot  all  that  refleotioD 
which  its  grave  and  important  obaracter 
dMnanda:  the  more  so,  indeed  as  tiiere  are  those, 
whose  judgment  and  forecast  I  bold  in  the 
htgfaeat  respect,  fonad  in  oppodtion  to  the  meas- 
ure. Bnt  after  listening  most  attentively  to  all 
that  has  been  said,  aud  after  weighing  most 
deliberately  in  nty  mind  all  the  reasons  for  and 
•gainst  it,  I  can  arrive  at  no  other  oonoluaion 
than  thftt  this  oonntry  should  be  represented  in 
tbe  proposed  conferences  at  Panama. 

It  has  frequently  sod  justly  been  remarked, 
in  the  course  of  the  demte,  that  Ihia  qoeation 
haa  excited  a  deep  and  lively  interest  not  only 
here,  where  it  is  to  be  defied,  but  throoghoat 
Uie  nation,  whose  attention  is  fixed  upon  it. 
It  would  indeed  be  eztraonUnary,  had  it  been 
regnrded  in  any  other  light  than  as  apropocation 
of  high  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  ooun- 
tay,  and  ae  intimately  connected  with  the  pre- 
servation and  extendoD  of  the  principles  on 
wfaicfa  onr  political  institutions  are  founded. 
The  prosperity  and  power  which  this  great 
Confederated  Republic  baa  attained,  has  demon- 
■trated  to  tbe  world,  that  a  £ree  Government, 
emanating  directly  from  the  people,  and  having 
ibr  its  object  their  peace,  happinesa,  and  aeeurity 
alcsM,  is  not  an  ideal  scheme  of  visionary 
eotbaria^  It  is  here  shown  to  be  a  sober 
reality — a  substantial  permanent  good,  eD}oyed 
and  acknowledged  by  every  one  within  the 
sphere  of  its  operatiMi,  and  tbe  moral  and 
poUtical  inflaenoe  of  wluch  has  extended  far 
tMyond  onr  borders. 

Stimulated  by  the  practical  example  which 
this  Government  ,  of  equal  rights  uid  equal  laws 
fbmisfaes  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the 
people  of  the  southern  portion  of  onr  hemi* 
mhere  have  broken  the  cbuQS  whit^  bound 
thera  to  tbe  car  of  a  despot,  and,  like  the 
immortal  founders  of  our  own  Republic,  throw- 
hi^  off  a  state  (tf  colonial  vassalage,  by  their 
Joint  oonncils,  arms,  and  effort*,  flgbting  side 
Dy  nde,  through  a  long  and  bloody  war,  they 
have  achieved  their  general  liberty  and  Inde- 
pendence. This  second  revolution  upon  the 
American  Continent  has  brought  into  existence 
c^t  sovereign  aod  independent  States.  The 
fteroeness  of  the  straggle  which  has  given 
titem  their  separate  and  equal  station  among 
ttie  nationa  of  tbe  earth*^  being  over,  their 
attoition  is  now  anxioudy  directed  to  the 
oltJect  of  securing  and  expanding,  by  inter- 
national stipulations  and  conventions,  tbe  in- 
eoimable  blvssings  for  which  they  have  bo 
fieely  expended  t^ir  bk>od  and  treasure.  For 


tim  purpose  their  diplonmtio  agents  are  even 
now  assembled  in  comioil — aud  in  these  impor- 
tant deliberations  we  are  invited  to  panaciMte, 
as  a  people  of  kindred  interests  and  fecuings 
who  have  sympathized  with  them  in  adversity, 
r^oiced  in  prosperity,  promptly  acknowledged 
the  independence  which  they  have  establubed, 
and  from  whom  are  derived  their  notions  of 
political  and  dvil  liberty.  ShaQ  we  accept  or 
■hall  we  r^eot  an  invitation,  growing  oat  at  sobh 
eventa,  having  for  its  object  the  attainment  of 
such  ends,  and  given  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and 
friendship  t—is  now  the  question  to  be  decided. 
And  what,  dr,  are  tbe  objections  urged  against 
itf 

It  is  said  that  the  objects  of  this  Oongreaa 
are  imperfectly  known,  and  its  powers  indis* 
tinotly  defined.  To  this  I  answer,  that  enough 
is  known  of  the  objects  for  which  it  is  held,  to 
show,  or  at  any  rate  to  satisfr  me,  that,  in 
many  of  them,  we  have  a  direct  and  deep 
interest,  and  that  it  is  hi^y  important  for  us 
to  be  there  by  our  Bepreraotatives.  As  to  its 
powers,  it  oannot  be  material  fbr  ns  to  know 
more  than  has  already  been  spread  before  us, 
on  HxKt  head.  We  niow  tiiat  those  by  whom 
we  are  invited  will  have  power  to  oonfer  and 
accost  with  us  matters  of  mutual  interest* 
Beyond  that,  it  is  unnecessary  to  extend  our 
inquiries :  for,  however  comprehensive  may  be 
tbe  powers  of  those  who  are  to  represent  the 
Republics  of  the  Southern  Continent,  we  know 
that  the  powers  of  those  who  represent  us. 
must  depend  upon  tbe  peculiar  structure  and 
organization  of  onr  own  GovernmeuL  They 
can  be  nothing  more  than  diplomatic  agents. 

But  it  is  said  that  it  may  violate  or  endanger 
OUT  neutrality.  To  this  I  answer,  that  ttie 
mere  act  at  sending  diplomatic  agents  th^ 
is  no  more  a  violation  of  onr  neutrality,  than 
the  sending  them  to  any  belligerent  power — 
and  the  risk  of  its  being  violated  by  an^  acts 
dme  by  our  agents  in  this  Congress^  is  the 
same,  and  no  greater,  tiian  that  it  will  be 
violated  through  the  medium  of  our  Ministers 
now  remdent  at  those  South  American  Govern- 
ments. In  addition  to  this,  we  know  that  those 
who  invite  ns  do  not  expect  us  to  participate  in 
the  discussion  of  any  measure  that  might  affect 
our  neutr^ty,  and  the  Executive  expressly  dis- 
avows any  idea  of  doing  so. 

Bat,  it  IS  aidd  that,  hj  means  of  this  mlsrion, 
an  idlianoe,  ^tfensive  and  defensive,  may  be 
eonolnded  between  ns  and  some  one,  or  ul,  of 
these  Confederated  Bepnblios;  and  it  is  npoa 
this  dai^^r  that  my  owleagae  has  dwelt  with 
peonliar  emphasis. 

I  answer,  as  before,  that  there  is  no  greater 
risk  of  such  a  step  being  taken  through  the 
medium  of  this  mission,  than  through  the 
medium  of  onr  Ministers  already  in  South 
America.  Tbe  mission  is  not  necessary  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  accomplish  that  o^ect, 
if  he  be  desirous  of  doing  it.  The  power  is 
al^dy  in  his  hands,  and  has  been  ever  since 
we  reeognized  the  indq>eodenoe  of  those  Qor- 
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eroraeDta,  and  hj  oar  iq>propriatioii8  ooDcaired 
with  the  Execative  and  the  Senate,  in  sending 
Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary  to  them.  Against  the  oonsommation 
of  mcb  a  policy,  if  we  sappoee  the  disposition 
to  pnnme  it  eziste  on  the  part  of  tJu  EzecntiTe, 
we  must  in  this,  as  in  every  other  ease,  rely 
npon  the  check  which  tiie  oonstitntion  has  pro- 
vided, in  the  sober  views  and  ripe  councils  of 
the  Senate ;  or,  failing  in  onr  confidence  there 
also,  we  moat  retain  the  power  entirely  in  oar 
own  hands,  by  refasing  -the  ^propriation. 
fiot,  what  reason  is  there  to  apprehend  that 
the  ExecntiTe  will  attempt  sacn  a  measure? 
Does  he  not  know  the  feelings  and  the  views 
<tf  the  people  on  snoh  qnestions,  and  that  it  is 
with  them  a  principle  almost  as  well  established 
as  any  artide  in  oar  ooDstitaticm,  tiiat,  while 
we  maintain  "peace,  oommeroe,  and  honest 
friendflhip,  with  all  natioiia,"  we  will  hare 
"entai^nff  aUtaneee  with  nonet"  Does  he 
not  know  that  he  would  not  be  sostained  in  a 
different  coarse  by  the  |;eneral  voice  of  the 
pnUio  oounoUs  of  this  nation  f  If  I  were  his 
Ditterest  enemy  I  oonld  not  wish  him  to  take  s 
itep  more  suicidal  as  r^^rds  his  public  career. 

It  is  alleged,  however,  that  even  this  kind  of 
oonfidenoe  is  not  to  be  reposed,  because  tiie 
Executive  intimates  an  opinion  that  it  may  be 
desirable  to  have  a  mutual  stipulation  between 
tiiis  country  and  the  Republics  of  South  Amer- 
iea,  inhibiting  the  colonization  of  either  oonU- 
nmtby  European  powers ;  and  becaose  the  cel- 
ebrated declsration  in  the  Exeontive  message 
in  1828,  in  relation  to  an  interference  in  the 
Btruggle  between  Spain  and  her  ooloniee,  by  any 
European  Govemmentj  is  now  reoognized  as  a 
pledge  to  defend  them  in  such  an  event.  Upon 
the  first  point  I  apprehend  no  danger :  the 
importance  of  such  a  stipulation  from  those 
Governments,  gentlemen  will  estimate  for  them- 
selves. I  deem  it  of  minor  consideration,  as 
oompared  with  other  matters ;  but  it  may  luive 
a  value  beyond  what,  on  slight  examination, 
we  are  disposed  to  give  to  it.  It  oonld  produce 
no  evil,  however,  if  confined  within  the  limit 
indicated  by  the  Exeeative  Kesaage,  namely, 
for  each  party  to  maintain  the  principle  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territoiT.  But  this,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentnol^  (Hr.  'Wioklupfb)  re- 
garded as  a  degradation  to  onrselves.  IVhatl 
stipalate,  be  awes,  with  fordgn  powers,  that  we 
will  preserve  the  int^ity  of  oar  own  soil) 
Sir,  tnis  is  not  treating  the  question  fairly.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  go  abroad  to  gather  strength, 
or  create  inducements  to  defend  our  own  soil. 
The  colonization  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of 
North  America,  within  our  territorial  limits,  by 
any  Government,  never  will  be  permitted,  so 
long  as  this  Bepablie  retains  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it  The  sUpahiti<m,  therefDre,  woold  bind 
US  to  no  course  other  than  that  to  which  oar 
feelings  and  oar  policy  would  prompt  us,  inde- 
pendent of  it.  Bat  it  would  be  the  means  by 
which  we  should  obt^  the  security,  so  fa^as 
intwnitlionri  stipolatioiu  can  give  i^  that  no 
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Cof  the  territorial  dominion  of  the  soathem 
abUos  shoold  pass,  by  cession  or  otherwise, 
to  European  powers,  who  might  prove  to  be 
troableecHne  and  mischievous  neighbors  to  both 
(tf  us.  In  relation  to  the  celebrated  declaration 
contained  in  the  MeHage  of  lb.  Monroe,  I  hare 
but  a  single  remark  to  make :  I  aa^,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Eentocky,  (Mr.  Jonmov,)  who 
addressed  us  a  few  days  nnoe  on  this  pointy 
that  I  am  not  willing  to  retrace  our  steps,  or  to 
take  one  particle  from  the  just  weight  and  con- 
sideration that  was  given  to  it,  both  by  this 
Houseandtbisnationatthetimeitwasmade.  It 
has  aocomplished  its  purpose ;  the  danger  which 
induced,  or  which  might  be  conaiderM  as  inci- 
dent to  the  assumption  and  promulgation  of  that 
principle  on  the  part  of  tius  Government,  has 
paased  away.  It  oound  us  not^  as  we  all  know, 
by  any  treaty  stipalatiMt,  to  the  BepnUios  of 
South  America,  to  take  up  arms  in  their  oaose. 
It  was  in  the  face  of  the  world  an  assertion  of 
our  own  great  interests,  which,  however,  could 
hot  but  operate  beneficially  for  them.  It  waa 
a  position  to  be  maintuned  by  us  in  the  best 
manner  we  could,  consistentiy  with  other  great 
and  leading  considerations  in  the  policy  of  the 
country.  From  it  we  cannot,  and  ought  not  to 
recede ;  and  whilst  I  concur  with  gentiemen  in 
saying  that  I  would  not  enter  into  any  compact 
or  stipulation  with  these  BepubUos,  which 
would  change  our  preset  poeition  as  free 
Ments  in  this  matter,  still,  I  miuutein  that, 
anonld  the  despotic  Governments  of  Europe  as- 
sume the  attitude  against  which  this  protest  ^ 
tkii  natien  was  made^  y,(pt  which,  nowerer, 
there  is  now,  happily,  no  fear,)  it  would  be  a 
most  grave  and  solemn  question  what  our  own 
interests  and  our  duty  would  require  of  as  in 
such  a  crusade  against  free  Bepresentative  Gov- 
ernment. Every  man  in  this  nation  would  feel 
that  an  enemy  to  its  peace  and  its  liberty  waa 
at  our  very  door,  waging  war  npon  us,  by  forci- 
bly assuling  the  principles  which  lie  at  tlie 
foundation  of  our  political  inatitotions. 

I  have,  then,  sir  noticed  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  a^unst  th^  mission — with 
wbateffeottheoommittee  will  judge.  It  would 
be  mipudonable  in  me  to  detun  the  committee 
by  passing  imiatm  through  the  several  con- 
siderations which  have  been,  or  may  be  u^ged 
in  flavor  of  it :  beeante  they  are  distinotiy  set 
fbrth  in  the  Executive  papers  on  onr  table,  and 
are  agun  brought  perspicuously  in  review  be- 
fore us  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For> 
eign  AfitUrs ;  all  of  which,  I  doubt  not,  have 
been  read  by  every  member  of  this  committee, 
under  the  impulse  of  that  intense  interest  which 
the  subject  has  excited.  There  is  one  point  to 
which,  however,  I  mnat  call  the  attention  of 
the  oommittee  fdr  a  few  minutes :  it  is  the  fate 
of  the  island  of  Ouba,  as  owmected  with  this 
question. 

I  listened,  lib.  Ghairman,  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention  to  the  gentieman  from  Soatii 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  to  ascertain,  if  pos- 
aUe,  what  Us  views  really  are  as  to  the  pdiqr 
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tD  be  parsned  by  this  Goreniment  in  relation 
to  Ouft  idand.    Bnt  I  was  not  able  to  infer  from 
Ilia  ronarka,  what  measares  he  would  pursue, 
if  the  whole  power  of  the  Gtovemment,  In  this 
particular,  were  vested  in  him.   It  is  apparent, 
however,  that  neither  he  nor  my  colleague  ii 
satufied  with  the  steps  which,  from  the  docc- 
meets  before  ns,  it  appears  that  the  Govern- 
nkent  haa  taken,  or  wi^i  those  which  it  jet  pro- 
poaea  to  take.  They  are  dissatisfied  with  and 
omdenm  things  as  they  now  find  them — tiiat  we 
eoold  all  ffi&a  from  their  roauub;  bnt  they 
do  not  oome  forward  and  tdl  ns  what  they 
think  wonld  place  ns  in  a  better  situation. 
Whilst  they  abstain  from  doing  so,  they  will 
boUi  be  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  extreme  delicacy  and  difficulty. 
We  should  not  form  and  express  a  hasty  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject,  as  presented  by  the  doc- 
nmeots  upon  our  table,  for  it  is  very  possible 
that  they  may  ^ve  ns  but  a  partial  view  of  the 
gronnd.    There  may  be  negotiationB  pending 
at  this  moment  in  relation  to  Cuba,  about 
which  we  know  nothing— -about  which  the  Ei- 
eentive,  mider  the  qnaHned  call  made  vpon  him 
has  deemed  it  inonniwdUe  with  the  public 
interest  to  commnnUate  with  ns,  and  about 
wfaleh  we  onght  not  to  seek  to  be  Informed, 
mnce  it  might  be  the  means  of  defeating  the 
Tery  object  for  which  such  negotiations  may  have 
been  instituted.    Take,  for  example,  the  case 
of  a  proposed  cession  of  the  island  of  Onba,  br 
^)ain,  to  some  other  European  power,  max 
an  event  would  arouse  the  vigilance  of  the 
GNivemment,  and,  undoubtedly,  lead  to  impor- 
tant diplomatic  communications  with  Spain, 
and,  pertiaps,  with  other  European  Conrts  also. 
Sach  an  emergency  may  have  happened,  and 
in  consequence  of  it,  the  Executive  mdj  have 
taken  such  measures,  or  assumed  sadi  language 
and  attitude,  as,  if  disclosed,  w<»ild  meet  our 
uprobstion ;  bat  at  the  same  tim^  tlie  pnb- 
lietty  of  them  might  be  the  most  ^eotnal 
method  of  preventing  aU  the  beneficial  results 
oliierwise  to  be  attained  by  ^em.   So,  also,  to 
the  Repoblics  of  South  America,  our  luigiuige 
may  have  been  of  a  much  stronger  and  more 
decided  character  than  that  which  haa  met  the 
public  eye  in  th^  docnmentB. 

I  agree  with  my  oolleagne,  (Mr.  Buohanak,) 
that  the  nllimate  destiny  of  Cuba  is  of  vast  im- 
portance to  us,  in  more  respects  than  one.  It 
commands  the  only  outlet  of  the  Western  States 
to  the  Ocean,  lies  in  the  track  of  our  commerce 
CO  the  seaboiard,  and,  in  the  hands  of  any  En- 
ropean  State  ponsoaping  a  more  powerful  marine 
than  Spain,  might  be  uie  means  of  ennasing  a 
eonfrouing  and  pendcions  influence  upon  uie 
industry  of  our  country  in  all  its  branches. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  to  prevent  such  an 
tvil,  is  another  most  grave  and  solemn  question, 
which,  however,  we  are  not  now  called  upon 
to  decide.  If  we  were,  I,  for  one,  should  be 
prepared  to  say,  that  this  nation  ought  not  to 
M  that  island  jpass  from  the  dominion  of  Spun 
to  that  of  any  Enropean  Gtoreniment  whatever. 
Vou  IZ^IO 


But,  a^de  from  oommerdal  considerations,  ita 
intimate  connection  wit^  our  interests  in  an- 
other point  of  view,  dionld  carry  us  to  Pan- 
ama. 

There  are  interests,  sir,  in  this  Union,  south 
of  a  oertidn  line,  often  mentioned  In  this  House, 
in  relation  to  which  I  shall  make  it  a  rule  not 
to  ^eak,  unless  when  they  be  pressed  upon  me 
by  tn<we  more  intimately  connected  with  t^em 
than  I  am.  I  am  willing  to  leave  them  with 
those  who,  frvm  their  locality,  must  understand 
them  better,  and  ffsel  the  pressure  of  than  more 
strongly  than  I  do.  But,  if  they  would  b» 
goided  by  my  counsel,  they  wonld  avoid  the 
mention,  or,  at  any  rat&  the  public  discusdon 
of  them,  unless  when  the  most  impoioaa  ne> 
cessity  may  require  it.  If  there  be  an  evil  so 
fearfhl  and  appalling  as  they  represent,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  it 
is  much  more  likely  to  be  aggravated  and  hast- 
ened to  a  crisis,  than  alleviated  and  cheeked, 
by  frequent  recurrence  to  it  in  tiiis  House. 

It  is  admitted  on  allfaanda,  however,  that  the 
invasion  of  Ouba  by  the  Bepdblicaa  armies  <k 
Sonth  America,  under  the  banner  imivmal 
emandpaticm,  might  be  productive  of  the  moat 
deplmVle  oonseqnences  by  its  inflnoiee  «ad 
<^ration  on  those  intmsts.  H  so,  I  cannot 
but  express  my  surprise,  that  any  gentleman 
from  the  South  should  be  arrayed  against  the 
mission.  Nevertheless,  the  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  has  told  us,  that  Cuba  is  the 
stalking  horse  on  which  this  mission  was  to 
ride  through  this  House. 

Sir,  who  was  it  that  first,  in  this  House,  con- 
nected Cuba  with  the  mission  i  Was  it  not  a 
gentleman  from  Virpma  t  (Mr.  Floyd,)  who, 
I  am  souj  to  hear,  is  now  detuned  from  it  by 
indisposition.  Bid  he  not  warn  us,  and  have 
not  other  gentlemen  aouth  of  the  line  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  warned  ns,  (tf  the  desolati<m  and 
horrors  of  a  servile  war  ?  And,  if  t^ere  be  this 
danger,  shall  we  sit  down  in  apathy,  fold  our 
arms,  and  watt  till  the  whirlwind  has  overtak«i 
us  t  Or,  shall  we  be  up  and  doing,  while  op- 
portnnity  is  left  to  us  ?  Shall  we  meet  this  dan- 
ger, look  it  full  in  the  face,  as  becomes  us,  and 
provide  agtunst  it  as  we  best  can  ?  Surely,  sir, 
there  is  no  reason  to  panse,  and  hesitate  in  our 
course.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  every  mo- 
tive for  prompt  action.  If  the  invasion  of  this 
island,  by  the  southern  Republics,  be  a  matter 
(tf  such  ful-speaking  importance  to  us,  shall  we 
absent  ourselves  from  the  spot  where  we  can 
most  effectually  interpose  to  prevent  it?  Shall 
we  not  go  where  the  effort  is  to  be  made,  or 
shall  we  not  make  the  effort  at  all?  Htth- 
ero  we  have  succeeded  in  arresting  the  measnro 
by  timely  intercession.  But  affairs  are  now 
drawing  to  a  crisis.  Sp^n  is  driven  from  the 
continent ;  but  she  still  chooses  war  rather  than 
peace.  The  new  Bepublics  will  not  mainttdn 
fleets  and  armies  in  idleness.  They  will  seek 
their  enemy  where  he  is  to  be  found ;  and  the 
very  council  to  which  they  have  invited  ns,  ia 
to  dedde  iip<HL  Hie  tati  of  this  idand,  an  mo- 
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mectoiu  in  its  oonseqnenoes  to  us.  Yet  we 
hesitate  whether  we  shall  once  more  interpose, 
at  the  only  place,  and  in  the  only  manner,  in 
which  it  can  be  done,  to  prevent  the  consom- 
mation  eo  mnch  dreaded.  Assuredly,  sir,  if 
gentlemen  apprehend  the  oonseqaenoes  whioh 
have  been  predicted,  thej  ahonld  ludl  this  mis- 
sion as  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means,  <tf  pre- 
Tentingthem. 
The  Hoose  acUonmed. 


WsDHSsDAT,  April  13. 
Florida  Indians. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida 
Indians  was  read  a  third  time,  in  the  following 
words: 

"  A  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida  Indians. 

**  St  it  enaeted,  ffv.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thott- 
Bwd  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  aiq>ropriated, 
«at  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
mtropriated,  to  be  expended  ao^  the  direetioos 

the  Preridsot,  fai  aifording  sustensnce  to  the  anf- 
fcring  norida  Indans." 

"Mr,  SxBWABT  nid,  though  he  ndj^t  stand 
•lone,  he  rose  to  ask  the  ^%s  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  Upon  matnre  rafleodon, 
he  was  satisfied  that  this  bill  not  only  inTtdved 
an  important  constitntional  qnestioniDnt  wonld 
establish  an  important  precedent  If  Congress 
can  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  they  can 
^>propriate  for  any  object  whatever.  There 
remained  no  constitntional  limitation  on  this 
power.  Though  his  views  were  thongfat  to  be 
too  liberal  on  this  snl^ject,  yet  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  the  extent  of  this  bJJl.  From  tihe 
vote  yesterday  it  was  qnite  evident  that  the  bill 
wonld  pass  almost  nnanimonaly,  yet  he  wished 
the  vote  reOM'ded,  and  the  qne^on  settled; 
and,  therefore,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Honse  murtainffll  tiie  eall,  and  the  yeas 
and  nan  bting  taken,  were— yeas,  140 ;  nays^  7. 

So  the  bill  was  pasaed,  and  aenfc  to  the  Sen- 
ate fiv  oaMnrrence. 

Mimienta  Panama, 
The  Honse  having  again  resomed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  m  the  Oommittee  of  For- 
eign  Belations^  ^qooving  tiie  mission  to  Fana- 
DUL  with  tiie  amendments  proposing  a  qoalifi- 
eation  to  the  general  e^ureanon  of  approbation 
thereof— 

Tib.  LrvDroeroN  addressed  the  committee  as 
ftdlows: 

The  first  object  for  discnssion  that  presents 
itself^  is  the  constitntional  power  of  the  House 
to  grant  or  refuse  the  t^propriation.  This  part 
of  uie  subject  was  preraed  npon  my  considera- 
tion about  80  years  ago,  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Honse.  I  then  formed 
opinions  whidi  have  been  confirmed  by  snbse- 
onent  reflection,  and  which  establish  distinc- 
Bons  in  the  ri(^  to  the  exercise  of  this  power; 
a&inattentimi  to  whiohihasoaased  mtioh  at  the 
oonfnrion  and  differaioe  of  opinion  that  has 
ifamooonrfML  These  distinctions  are  deariy 


marked,  in  my  comprehension ;  and,  if  I  can 
succeed  in  impresnng  them  on  the  minds  of 
others  as  definitely  as  they  are  marked  on  vay 
own,  1  think  oar  course  of  oondact,  on  this  oc- 
casion, will  be  free  from  constitutional  difiSonl- 
ties.  In  ordinary  cases,  snch  as  providing  the 
salaries  for  offices  previously  created  by  law, 
and  for  eartying  on  the  nsual  and  necessary  ap' 
eratiotts  oi  QovMiunent,  althoos^  the  Hoose 
has  the  power  to  refuse  appropriations,  yet  it 
ia  a  power  that  can  be  properly  exercised  in 
extreme  cases  only ;  and,  therefore,  it  can  be 
provided  for  by  no  mles,  and  can  scarcdy  be 
admitted  in  aigoment  among  tiie  legal  powers 
of  the  Honse.  Yet,  a  case  may  be  imagined,  ia 
whioh  it  might  become  necessary  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  Qovemment,  in  its  £xecntive 
branches ;  but  this  remedy  wonld  amonnt  to  a 
temporary  dissolution  of  the  Government,  by 
the  derangement  of  its  parts.  In  the  ordinaiT- 
cases,  then,  which  I  have  described,  I  think  wo 
may  safely  come  to  this  cpnolarion :  that  it  is 
the  dn^  of  the  Hoose  m  BepresentativM,  In 
the  exercise  of  tiidr  share  of  legialatiTe  funo- 
tions,  provide  ftw  the  payment  of  all  oflBoere^ 
l^ally  appointed,  and  other  expenses  previous- 
ly authorised,  or  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
usual  operations  of  Government ;  of  which  no- 
oessity,  when  not  previously  authorized,  they 
are  the  proper  Judges,  To  exemplify  this  part 
ofthenue — where  an  army  has  been  raised,  and 
the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  fixed  by  law, 
there  is  a  duty  to  appropriate  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay  them ;  ye^  if  that  army  enter- 
tained  prc!}eots  ii\]urious  to  the  peace  or  liberty 
of  the  country,  which  could  be  defeated  1^ 
withholding  the  pay,  the  oaae  of  neoeasitj 
would  have  arisen,  and  the  power  mi^t  and 
on^ht  to  be  exercised.  Again,  if  the  army  do 
their  duty,  and  expenses  are  incurred,  in  the 
course  of  uidr  operation,  not  provided  for  by- 
law, t^e  Honse  may  appropriate  or  not,  as  they 
think  the  expenses  proper  or  extravagant. 
Here  their  discretion  is  subject  only  to  the  ob- 
ligation of  its  Jnst  and  equitable  exercise,  and 
they  are  not  twund  (as  in  the  case  of  the  pro- 
vision for  a  salary  previously  fixed  by  law)  to 
appropriate,  without  consideratiw  whether  tbo 
salary  were  extravagant 

In  the  relation  of  this  powo*  oi  qtpropriap 
ticHi  to  the  treaty-making  power,  there  ia  an- 
other (Ustinotion.  With  respect  to  treaties 
already  made,  a  wider  range  is  f^ven  to  onr 
discretion.  Sliould  a  treaty  contam  any  stipu- 
lation requiring  the  exercise  of  any  of  those 
powers  exprrasly  vested  in  this  House,  such  as 
the  relation  of  commerce;  any  agreement 
sheeting  our  neutrality,  and  leading  directly  to 
a  necessity  of  changing  it  into  a  state  of  war ; 
the  rusmg  a  subsidy ;  the  taking  off  or  impoa- 
ing  a  dnty ;  in  any  of  these  cases,  the  question 
of  expediency  presents  itself  to  the  House,  un- 
fettered by  any  other  consideration  than  the 
inconvenience  that  wonld  result  from  the  meas* 
nre.  It  is  an  open  question,  on  which  th^ 
mnst  dadde  accoralng  to  their  own  Jod^nent; 
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ud  no  nation  nuldng  my  snoh  Btipnlataon, 
wonld  liave  ft  right  to  complain  if  it  were  not 
carried  into  efieot;  becaiise,  hj  reading  onr 
CMistitntion,  they  would  see  that  all  those  snb- 
teeti  are  completely  tmder  the  control  of  the 
Honae.  'When  no  stipolation  of  this  kind  is 
eontuned  in  the  treaty,  it  is  a  law,  independent 
of  any  act  of  the  House.  I  do  not  mean  to 
•ay,  even  in  the  first  case,  of  a  stipulation  on 
any  of  the  subjects  of  which  the  regulation  is 
given  to  Congress,  that  the  olronmstwce  of  the 
compact  having  been  made,  and  executed,  or 
nlied  npoa  in  good  &ith  by  the  other  oontract- 
iDg  party,  oa^t  not  to  have  its  weight  in  de- 
termining the  question  of  expediency.  It  un- 
doofatedly  ooght;  and,  therefore,  the  reasons 
kr  refusal  on^t,  in  soch  case,  to  be  o<^nt, 
before  the  power  is  exercised ;  bat  it  creates 
no  dnlj,  8a<ui  as  exists  in  the  case  of  apprt>pri- 
ation  for  ordinary  salaries,  and  treaties  not 
tooching  the  an^ects  rapresdy  sabmitted  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Eonse.  In  these  last 
cases,  there  is  certainly  a  power  of  withholding 
the  sapply ;  bat  a  power  which  ehoold  be  ex- 
erciaea  only  in  cases  of  extreme  danger,  not  of 
mere  convenience :  whether  the  danger  be 
inch  as  to  justify  it,  must  be  left  to  the  pra- 
dence  and  wisdom  of  the  Honse ;  and  no  other 
mle  can,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  l^d 
down  for  its  ezerotse. 

The  case  now  befbre  tbe  Horue^  alihoi^h  it 
ifltets  onr  forcoga  relations,  does  not  oome 
within  descnption  of  those  which  I  have 
last  spoken  of.  No  treaty  is  made,  and  we 
cannot  say,  therefore,  whether  any  will  be 
made:  or  if  made,  whether  it  will  contain 
stipnlations  on  any  of  the  subjects  I  have  enu- 
merated. The  constitutional  call  for  the  exer- 
cise of  onr  discretion,  cannot  yet  be  made.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  the  case  of  a  demand  on  us 
Ibr  the  execntion  of  a  treaty,  nor  is  it  precisely 
(ilthoogh  I  think  it  ought  to  be  governed  by 
the  same  rales)  that  of  an  ordinary  ^propria- 
tton  for  the  pqrment  of  the  stdariea  ore-oz- 
iitentoffioerB.  It  resembles  it  in  this— that  the 
office,  although  not  created  by  law,  is  created 
br  law  of  natioua,  and  recognised  by  the 
cmistitation,  and  that  the  appointment  to  fiU  it, 
baa  already  been  constitubonally  made ;  and, 
as  was  well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
pMinsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan,)  whether  we 
make  the  appropriation  or  not^  the  gentlemen 
who  are  named  are  Ministers,  and  the  treaties 
they  may  make,  when  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
will  be  law,  in  all  points  that  do  not  require  the 
agency  of  the  House  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
It  differs  only  in  these  features — tliat  the  ap- 
riatifm  is  asked  for  to  pay  the  agent,  he- 
the  dnty  is  performed,  and  that  the  mo- 
tivea  for  tiie  appointment  nave  been  detailed 
totm. 

I  proceed  to  consider,  which  I  promise  to  do 
nry  briefly,  what  are  those  good  effects. 

fb»  first,  in  the  order  of  the  Ifeasage — and 
Mrtunly  not  tb»  least  in  importance,  althongh 
it  baa  been  deemed  to  tmt  it  with  lev- 


[B.  or  B. 

:  ity — is  the  cultivation  tit  a  apirit  of  amity  and 
good  feeling  between  us  and  neighbors  with 
whom  we  must  necessarily  be  on  good  or  bad 
terms.  Onr  relative  situations  forbid  the  exist- 
ence of  that  cold  calcnlating  jealousy  which 
has  been  recommended:  we  must  be  good 
friends,  or  troublesome  neighbors.  Our  inter- 
est, as  well  aa  political  policy,  pr^cribe  the 
former  relation  to  them;  and  nothing  wonld 
ensure  the  latter  so  effbotually  as  a  refusal 
(couch  it  in  what  terms  you  will)  of  an  invita- 
tion the  most  flattering  to  national  pride,  that 
exists  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy. 

He  who  does  not  feel,  wlUi  patriotic  exulta- 
tion, the  proud,  the  dignified  place  that  we 
shall  occupy  on  this  occasion,  can  never  he  con- 
vinced by  argument.  We  are  invited,  not  to 

S reside  in  the  council — ^that  wonld  be  a  vain 
istinction — but  to  "  fix  with  our  neighbors  the 
peat  principles  of  international  law,"  in  whieh 
it  is  "presumed" — I  quote  from  one  of  the 
invitations — "  that  we  possess  more  light  upon 
the  subject  than  the  otncr  States  of  this  hem- 
isphere ;"  and  in  which  it  Is  added,  that,  al- 
though "  other  parties  may  propose  their  views, 
yet  the  voice  of  the  United  States  will  be  heard 
with  deference  and  respect"  For  my  own 
part,  I  feel  an  additional  pride  in  being  the  cit- 
izen of  a  Republic  thus  distinguiahea;  thus 
appealed  to ;  not  for  the  exercise  of  its  force, 
or  the  aid  of  its  anl^dy ;  but  for  the  partidpar 
tion  of  a  more  predons  treasure — ^Its  experi- 
ence, its  knowledge,  its  science  in  government, 
and  in  national  law — a  treasure,  of  which  we 
may  be  profuse  without  extravaganoe,  and  the 
empl<^ment  of  which  will  bring  us  the  interest 
of  honor  abroad  and  self-esteem  at  home. 

And  who  are  they,  sir,  who  have  given  this 
invitation  1  Who  are  they  that  gentiemen  wish 
ns  to  disgust  by  coldly,  or  proudly,  or  suspi- 
ciously, declining  it?  They  are  those,  sir,  who 
have  a  right  to  our  advice.  Our  example  gave 
them  the  great  lesson  of  independence;  our 
smuggles  taught  thrai  perseverance ;  onr  sno* 
cess  ammateo,  and  our  prosperity  has  encour- 
aged and  Inroired  them ;  they  have  eoj^  our 
political  instatntiona,  and  the  characters  of  onr 
statesmen  and  heroes  are  the  objects  of  thw 
emulation  and  respect ;  and,  if  our  Kevolution 
bad  never  taken  place,  they  would  still  have 
been  poor  oppressed  colonies,  crouching  nnder 
the  rod  of  a  £urope^  master.  With  all  these 
reasons  for  national  attachment  to  as,  shaU  we 
have  none  for  them ;  and,  wrapping  ourselves 
in  a  cold-hearted  policy,  shall  we  deny  them 
the  common  courtesies  of  civilized  national  in- 
tercourse ?  Sir,  in  this  part  of  my  ai^nment, 
I  ara  not  advocating  any  alliance,  (I  am  stck  of 
the  eternal  repetition  of  the  ^ilhet  "  entan- 
gling,") or  other  politiesil  4xainection  that  may 
inv^ve  us  in  war  or  other  <UtBcul^ ;  a  kind 
feeling,  a  free  intercourse,  the  exchange  ot 
good  offices ;  the  friendship  arising  fh>m  a  sim- 
Uarity  of  institutions :  all  those  things,  better  felt 
than  described,  which  produce  national  as  wdl 
as  individual  friendships,  and  which  lead  to  «x- 
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planstions  of  misunderstaii^p^  that  would,  if 
nmiented  by  the  oppoaite  feelizigs,  break  oat 
into  quarrels  and  war.  These  are  all  I  reoom- 
xnend,  and  these  are  certainly  ^bots  that  may 
reasonably  be  expected  from  the  ndsdon. 

Instead  <tf  this,  what  are  we  told  ?  Ghiard 
against  Hiis  xtational  attachment — ^forget  that 
they  are  straggling  for  that  inestimable  bless- 
ing which  yon  have  obtained ;  forget  that  yon 
first  set  the  example  which  they  foUow ;  forget 
that  yon  were  the  first  to  cheer  and  enconrage 
and  salute  them  by  a  reception  of  their  title 
to  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  eartii; 
throw  away  tike  advant^es  resulting  fh>m 
their  neighborhood— convert  it  into  a  cnrse  by 
Jealonsy  of  their  motives :  tell  them  that  yon 
oonuder  their  fj^oiions  independoice  ae  not  so 
advantageoiiB  to  yoa  as  the  former  state  of  vaa- 
salage  in  which  uey  were  held ;  call  them  am- 
hit4ou$  milUary  Sepviliet,  and  guard  yonr- 
aelvee  particalarly  agunst  any  connection  with 
them :  for  they  are  your  natcsal  ssjooMa. 

Peace  with  Great  Britain,  as  with  all  the 
world  I — free  interoonrsel — the  most  IHendly 
feelings  t — gratitude,  if  you  will,  for  the  insti- 
tutions we  derive  from  her ;  bat  no  alliance ; 
no  standing  toUh  her  agtiinat  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  world.  Yet,  sir,  we  are  not  with- 
out our  tympathUt.  Since  my  friend  will  have 
them,  I  could  enumerate  a  string  of  them, 
almost  as  long,  and  quite  as  applicable,  as  Fal- 
staff's,  as  thai:  John  Boll  loves  money — so 
does  Jonathan:  "there's  symp^y  yon.** 
John  Bull  loves  trade— eo  does  J<mathan: 

there's  more  sympathy."  John  hoasta  of  his 
valor  and  liberty — so  does  Jonathan.  "  Go  to, 
then,  would  you  desire  better  sympathy." 
John  has  a  quick  sense  of  his  politieal  and 
commercial  interests ;  and,  wherever  they  are 
discossed,  his  most  able  diplomatic  agents  are, 
invited  or  nuinvited,  to  be  found.  Here,  sir, 
my  parallel  ends.  So  does  not  Jonathan.  He 
will  not  accept  the  most  respectiU  invitaticm ; 
he  closes  his  lips,  he  stops  hia  ears,  and,  in 
continnal  dread  of  entangling  alliances,  he 
n^ecta  his  interests  and  disgosts  his  fri«ida. 

Next  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
general  fiiendly  imderstan^ng,  is  that  which 
we  prcmdae  to  oanelvea  and  to  the  world  from 
the  discussion  of  liberal  principles  of  intemfr- 
tional  law.  Those  which  are  intended  to  as- 
eertain  the  rights  of  neutrals,  in  time  of  war, 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  interest, 
nnder  the  pacific  policy,  which,  I  trust,  we  shall 
always  munt^  when  it  can  be  done  with 
honor.  Those  which  go  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  belligerents  towards  each  other,  in  car- 
rying on  the  unprofitable  contest,  will  serve  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  redound  to  the  endless 

Slory  of  that  nation  whose  enlightened  policy 
rst  suggested,  and  whose  persevering  efforts 
ahall  have  established  them  in  the  code  c£  na- 
ttons,  as  they  have  alw^  been  estal^ahed  in 
tiiot  comprehmsive,  enngfatened  adf-intereBt, 
whicli  ehonld  be  the  buds  of  all  law. 
Among  the  mort  Jn^ortint  of  those  vUt^ 


regard  neutral  rights,  are  the  restriction  of 
Uookadea,  and  a  T«dnoili«i  and  profter  dedga»- 
tion  of  the  Ust  of  artides  forming  ofmtraraxid 
of  war,  and  the  establishnient  of  the  priu^e 
that  free  abtps  make  free  goods. 

But  the  object  of  a  general  nature  to  he  dis- 
cossed at  this  meeting,  on  which  my  friend 
dwella  with  the  most  pleasnre,  is  the  proteo- 
tlon  of  private  property  on  the  ocean  from 
seizure  and  pillage ;  by  which  I  mean,  not  only 
the  abolition  of  privateering,  but  a  complete 
exemption  from  capture,  whether  by  pubuo  or 
private  ships:  piecing  private  property  and 
private  inanstry  on  the  sea,  upon  the  same 
footing  upon  which  the  humane  principles  ot 
modem  warfare  have  placed  it  upon  the  land  ; 
makhig  it  as  dL^aceral  for  an  Admiral  to  en- 
rich himself  by  we  capture  ttf  a  teader,  as  for 
a  General  to  pUlage  the  cottage  of  a  peuant 

I  now  approach  the  snbjeot  which  haa  ex> 
dted  all  the  fears,  called  forth  all  the  pda- 
dioes,  and  employed  all  the  talent  ana  «o- 
guenoe  of  those  who  oppose  the  measure — the 
discnssions  that  may  arise  on  the  dedaratioa 
made  by  Hr.  Konroe,  that  we  could  not  see 
with  In^fference  the  interference  of  any  for> 
.  eign  powers  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and 
her  ooloides.  This  has  been  called  a  pledge^ 
and  so  I  consider  it — a  pledge,  not  to  onrselvea 
or  our  posterity,  which  I  should  consider  a  snb- 
terfiige  nnworthy  a  great  nation,  as  weU  as  a 
soleotem  in  langnage— but  a  pledge  to  the 
world,  that  we  would  interfsre,  according  to 
our  means,  to  renst  anch  interference.  And  it 
is  one  which,  although  made  by  one  branch  of 
the  GK}vemment,  was  ratified  by  the  sentiments 
<^  all,  and  would  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
spirit  of  the  people.  Bat  that  pledge  related 
only  to  the  state  of  things  that  then  existed. 
It  was  made  when  all  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, except  Great  Brit^  were  confederated 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  patting  down  all 
representative  government  in  Snrope;  when 
the  otdeot  of  the  Confederation  had  been 
effected  in  Naples,  and  was  in  fall  operati(»i 
agunst  Spain,  and  when  the  extension  of  the 
same  principles  to  America,  then  not  ouHj  a 
probable  event,  bnt  one  known  to  be  tiie  snV 
ject  of  d^beratifflL  woold  have  endangered 
our  own  polilical  instiltntims.  The  declaration 
of  the  FrMldent  was,  at  the  time,  nnderstood 
to  have  been  made  with  the  concurronce  of 
Great  Britfdn,  and,  t<^ether  with  the  interfer- 
ence and  remonstrances  of  that  power,  to  have 
produced  the  abandonment  of  the  design. 
Th\a  pledge,  however,  is  now  represaited  as 
being  intended  for  the  foundation  of  an  alliance 
with  Spanish  America,  to  resist  any  interfer- 
ence whatever  in  their  war  with  Spun — and  I 
confess  that  the  generality  of  tiie  terms  ap- 
pears to  have  produced  this  impresdon  on  some 
of  those  Bepnblica-Hmd  ^at  they  may  be  fbUy 
nndeoeived;  that  the  true  import  of  the 
deolaratitn  nu^be  aatisbctorily  exphdned ;  is 
one  of  the  Teaaona  why  I  advocate  the  mte- 
rim:  vhUs^oatfa*  ottier hand,  I  oamnt agree 


IRuiiM  to  Pmama, 


Digitized  by 


NBATSS  OF  CONORS 


inn^  1S96.] 


J/imim  la  Panama. 


[H.  or  R. 


to  the  amendment  which  forbids  diaooBsion  on 
the  sabject.  The  circnmstances  under  which 
the  declaration  was  made,  have  passed  awaj ; 
th^y  are  not  likely  again  to  recur;  bnt,  I 
ihmild  wiah  all  Europe  to  understand,  that  if 
thcnr  should,  onr  eondnot  would  redeem  the 
pledge  onr  Exeontire  then  made.  How  onr 
aeotral  relations  are  to  be  affected  by  this  sab- 
ject, I  cannot  conceive.  As  far  as  it  applies  to 
the  island  of  Cnba,  it  has  been  repeated  and 
enforced,  and  most  fhinUy  avowed  to  the  only 
parties  it  could  affect ;  and,  far  from  producing 
toy  hostile  feeling  in  them,  or  any  expression 
of  ^ssatiafiaction,  even  its  propriety  was  ac- 
knowledged and  acquiesced  in.  The  only  two 
powers  to  either  of  which  Onba  could  be  trans- 
ferred, to  onr  detriment,  are  fVauce  and  Great 
Britain ;  and  both  of  those  nations  have  heard 
our  dedaratuMM  on  tiiat  antdeot,  with  the  ez- 
imsa  aeknowIedgmeDt  that  they  were  proper. 
Does  any  gentleman  doubt  this,  let  him  refer  to 
ICr.  Brown^s  note  to  the  Baron  Dam  as,  of  the 
Sd  of  January  last.  In  repeating  to  that  Hin- 
isterthe  conversation  he  had  held  with  him,  he 
sws :  "  In  the  conference  with  which  your  £z- 
ecuency  honored  me  this  day,  I  repeated  the 
tame  assurances  (that  *  the  United  States  could 
not  see  with  indifference  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba 
passing  from  Spdu  to  any  other  power,*)  and 
added,  with  a  view  of  guarding  beforehand 
a^unst  any  possible  difficulties  that  might 
arise,  that  my  Government  emld  not  content  to 
the  oocupaUou  of  those  islands  by  any  other 
European  power  than  Bpain,  under  any  eontin- 
fcfuy  vhateverj" 

Kow,  sir,  what  did  the  Baron  de  Damas  say 
to  tins  explicit  declaration?   Did  he  complain 
of  it,  as  sentlemen  do  here,  as  a  breach  of  our 
neutral  daties,  as  an  iDterferenoe  with  the  oon- 
oems  of  other  nations  i   Did  he  warn  as  that 
it  would  draw  down  the  ire  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, or  of  anjr  of  its  members  t   No,  sir ;  Mr. 
Brown  tells  his  Excellency  that  he  understood 
him  to  say,  "  that  the  policy  and  views  of  the 
TTnited  States  corrctpond^d  ftUk  thMe  of  hit 
Mqje^^t  Oottmmtnt;"  and  his  ExceUMioy 
dow  not  correct  the  statement.   Thus  much 
fcr  France.   Great  Britain  has  gone  further : 
far  her  agwt  in  Hetioo  identiflea  himself  witb 
Mr.  Poinsett  in  the  coimnanieatioiu  ree^ved 
ind  made  on  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet 
in  tftose  seas.   Our  views  on  the  whole  subject 
are  made  known  to  the  Bnssian  Government, 
oaUr.  Middleton's  ^plication  to  Oount  Nes- 
•elrode ;  and  by  him  communicated  to  all  the 
ooorts  of  Europe,  including  Spain ;  and  yet, 
Wfl  bear  nowhere  but  in  our  Legislature,  the 
■lightest  complaint  of  those  views,  or  any  inti- 
nution  that  they  are  not  acknowledged  to  l>e 
just.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  most  fatal 
effects  are  anticipated.    Entangling  aUianees  I 
Varl  with  all  its  horrors,  are  to  be  the  imme- 
viale  and  inevitoble  result  of  a  declaration  re- 
wlTed  without  complaint  by  all  the  world,  and 
vith  express  i4>proDatioa  by  those  whom  it 
*iU  most  a&ot. 


I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  subject  which  I  con- 
sider as  of  the  most  vital  importance  of  aJi 
those  that  are  contemplated  by  tins  mission — 
the  ooodltion  <tf  Cuba.  Any  change  must  be 
one  that  we  cannot  regard  without  the  liveliest 
interest  Its  transfer  to  a  foreign  Earopeaa 
power  has  been  already,  in  some  measure,  con- 
ddered ;  our  right  to  mterfere  to  prevent  this 
has  been  shown  to  have  been  acknowledged 
and  acquiesced  in.  It  is  a  right  arising  not 
only  from  the  danger  of  vicinity,  but  fW>m  the 
command  which  the  power  holding  that  island 
would  have  over  the  commercial  intercourse  of 
all  the  Western  States,  with  our  own  country, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  New  Orleans,  as  a 
port  of  export,  is  now  the  second  in  the  Union, 
and  soon  will  be  the  first  It  employs  more 
shipping  bdonging  to  other  States  than  any 
other  port  does.  It  cannot  be  suffered,  then, 
that  any  foreign  power  should  be  plaoed  in  b 
dtnation  which  would  enable  it  to  intorrupt 
this  omiimerce;  the  first  of  all  laws,  that  of 
sdfMKeservation,  justifies  our  interference,  and 
no  decorous  language  can  be  too  strong  to  ex- 
press a  determination  not  to  suffer  it  But  this 
is  not  the  worst  state  of  thin^  that  may  grow 
out  of  events  relating  to  this  island :  an  evil  of 
more  appalling  magnitode  threatens  us  from 
this  quarter,  and  more  immediately  faaugs  over 
my  constituents,  and  the  people  of  other  States, 
who,  like  them,  have  a  number  of  slaves ;  and 
it  is  this  danger  which  I  hope  may  be  avoided 
by  negotiation:  that  is  my  principal  induce- 
ment va  fsToring  this  measure.  All  the  other 
objects  are  of  sufficient  magdtnde  to  justify, 
but  this  renders  itj  in  my  Judgment,  impera- 
tively necessary.  All  this  made  me  look  with 
aiudety  to  the  objections  drawn  from  the  nft* 
ture  of  the  assembly,  which,  it  was  stud,  ought 
to  prevent  onr  being  represented  at  it  From 
a  close  attention  to  all  the  documents,  I  could 
see  in  it  nothing  but  a  deliberate  diplomatic 
meeting,  in  the  consultations  of  which,  the 
part  which  we  were  to  take  would  be  deter- 
mined by  the  powers  and  instructions  of  our 
own  Ministors ;  and  as  I  could  not  but  believe 
the  solemn  official  declaration  of  the  Prerident, 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  power  and  instruottona 
he  intended  to  ^ve,  thu  objection,  and  others 
of  a  minw  nature,  with  the  refhtation  of  which 
I  will  not  detain  the  committee,  yielded  to  my 
sense  of  daty  in  giving  effect  to  a  measure  that 
may  avert  from  the  SUte  I  represent,  one  of 
the  most  draftdfhl  scourges  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  ever  permitted  to  fall  on  a  nation. 
It  is  known,  sir,  that  the  invasion  of  Cuba  has 
been  projected  for  some  time  past  by  the  united 
powers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico.  That  inva- 
sion, if  made  with  a  force  insufficient  to  re- 
press the  slaves — if  it  should  depend  for  its 
success  on  their  inaurrectioiH-or,  if  their 
emancipation  should  be  prodsimed,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  conquest:  in  either  of  these 
events  the  result  would  be  sooh  as  cannot  be 
reguded  without  ^iprehenrion.  In  the  Korth- 
wn  and  IDddle  Statos  tli^  are  not  oonddered 
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as  they  ought  to  be ;  not  from  any  disr^^ard 
to  the  fate  of  their  southern  nei^Dors — do 
not  impute  to  them  snoh  criminal  indifference 
— ^bnt  not  being  themselTes  exposed  to  it,  they 
have  never  considered,  never  oaloolated  the 
danger.  They  know  Oaha  as  a  plaoe  of  mer- 
cantile resort— aa  an  exo^oit  market  for  their 
merchandise — and  its  viehiity  to  m  has  only 
been  thought  of  in  relation  to  the  length  of  the 
voyage,  and  the  rate  of  insorance.  But  they 
have  had  no  occasion  to  reflect,  that  a  few 
hoars,  in  an  open  boat,  may  bring  its  inhab- 
itants to  Floridly  and  a  voy^  of  little  more 
difficulty,  to  Loaisiana,  Alabama,  Georgia,  and 
Oarolina.  Kor  have  they  oonsidered  Uie  oon- 
seqnences  of  such  a  neighborhood  to  the  citi- 
zens of  those  States— -oonseqaenoes  which  I 
shall  not  endeavor  to  depict — certain  ooose- 
qaenoea  to  the  miserable  masters  cNf  the  ialajid 
itself  which  must  be  the  soene  cnf  their  opera- 
tions ;  scarcely  less  oerbdn  to  the  St^es  I  nave 
named.  A  temporary  absence  alone  prevented 
my  behig  an  eye-witness  to  the  devfutation  of 
insorgent  slaves  in  my  own  State,  to  the  shock- 
ing but  necessary  severily  whidt  attended  its 
mppression,  and  to  the  increased  rigor  which 
the  abortive  attempt  of  the  gailty  brought  on 
the  nnofTending.  Hy  nearest  connections  were 
among  the  few  sarvivors  who  escaped  from  the 
smoking  and  bloody  rains  of  that  ftur  island, 
once  the  seat  of  commerce,  wealth,  ease,  hos- 
pitality, and  happiness,  where  the  indulgent 
master  ruled  wita  a  paternal  hand  the  content- 
ed slave,  until  a  fatal  revolution,  such  as  is  now 
perhaps  preparing  for  Oaha,  suddenly  covered 
It  wititi  canuse  and  desolation,  and,  in  the 
Btni^le,  seventy  and  revenge  produced  atroci- 
ties at  which  human  nature  shudders,  and 
which  no  good,  promised  by  a  false  philan- 
thropy, can  ever  compensate.  Every  one  who 
lives  in  a  coantry  where  slavery  h^  been  es- 
tablished, must  ponder  seriously  on  those 
scenes,  and  the  recital  of  what  has  happened ; 
the  danger  of  its  recurrence,  and  the  means  of 
avoiding  it,  must  naturally  make  a  more  seri- 
ous impres^on  on  hia  mind,  than  on  that  of 
one  more  remote  from  the  dangers.  To  me, 
from  the  circumstances  I  have  named,  they 
come  home  with  redoubled  force ;  and  when  I 
reflect  that,  in  voting  for  the  measure  proposed, 
I  may  possibly  avert  those  evils  from  my  con- 
stitoente;  when  I  think  on  the  oonseqaenoes 
of  a  false  Judgment,  in  a  matter  of  this  mo- 
ment, I  feel  the  re^nsibility  of  my  station,  to 
my  conscience,  my  country,  and  my  God. 

Mr.  BsBD  next  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  consider  the  proposed  mis- 
rion  to  Panama  as  highly  importuit  to  the 
United  States.  I  also  consider  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
HcLake)  and  Virginia  (Mr.  Bivbs)  to  the  reso- 
lution now  before  us,  as  deeply  affecting  tbe 
principles  of  our  Government.  These  snqjects 
dMnand  our  deliberate  counderaUoD.  I  will 
•dt  the  indnlgenoe  of  tlu  oommittee  to  state, 
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in  a  pMu  and  condse  manner,  my  views  upon 
both  propositions. 

The  main  question  presented  for  the  deliber- 
ation of  the  oommittee  is,  Shall  we  make  the 
approi^atton  neoesaaiy  to  defray  the  expense 
or  a  miarion  to  Panamsf  The  question  now 
more  immediatelv  under  consideration,  is  tfie 
amendments  of  uie  gentlemen  from  Delaware 
and  Yii^inia  to  the  resoluUcm  of  the  Oommit- 
tee of  Foreign  Affurs,  resolving  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  appropriate  the  funds  necessary  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  send  Ministers  to  the  Oongress  at  Pana- 
ma. 

I  shall  first  consider  the  amendments  above 
referred  to.  These  amendments  appear  to  me 
to  deserve  much  consideration :  for,  in  my 
judgment,  they  are  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the 
«mstitution,  and  at  variance  with  tbe  nnifma 
usage  of  this  House  since  the  first  organization 
of  the  Government.  These  amendments  have 
been  tenned  **the  tt^resaion  of  an  ofnidon." 
They  unquestionably  are  the  expression  of  n 
opitdon:  but  are  tiiey  the  exprearion  ot  an 
opinion  proper  for  us  to  ^ve!  Are  we  an- 
thorized  by  the  constitution  to  express  su^ 
opinions,  and  in  such  manner  ? 

The  amendments,  in  m^  judgment,  are  unau- 
thorized by  the  constitution,  and  of  dangerous 
tendency.  If  unauthorized  by  the  constito- 
tion,  it  must  be  dangerous  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  directiy  or  indirectly,  to  as- 
sume the  power  and  corresponding  responsibil- 
ity of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  amendments  referred  to  are  no 
more  nor  less  than  Instractions  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Ministers.  We  have  no  power  to  ia* 
struct.  It  is  therefore  an  assumption  of  power, 
unaothorized  by  the  4»)natitution. 

Some  embairaaunent  has  been  felt  from  tbe 
manner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  present* 
ed  to  us.  Tlie  Message  of  the  President,  re- 
questing an  ap^priation,  was  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  Message 
of  the  Fre^dent,  in  answer  to  our  call  for  in- 
formation respecting  the  Panama  mission,  was 
r^erred  to  the  Conmiitteo  on  Foreign  Affura, 
Both  committees  have  reported  to  tiie  House. 
The  one,  that  tbe  proposed  mission  to  Panama 
is  expedient — ^the  other  have  reported  a  bill 
granting  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  mission.  We  treat  the  report  and 
bill  as  distinct  subjects.  I  connder  the  report 
of  the  Oommittee  on  For^gn  Affairs  aa  an  aUe 
one,  bat  tbe  appropriation  bill  ia  the  real  sub- 
ject, and  the  only  one,  npon  which  we  are 
called  to  act  in  relation  to  the  Panama  mlsrion. 
The  appropriation  involves  the  report  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  so  much  of  it 
as  proves  the  expediency  of  making  the  appro- 
priation. 

The  report  and  bill  refer  to  one  and  the  same 
subject-matter.  The  one  is  the  reasoning— the 
otiier  the  result.  The  close  of  the  retort  of 
the  Oonunttteeon  Foreign  Affurs,  is,  "^aoh^ 
That  it  is  expedient  to  i^iH*opnate  the  flinds 
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■Mcuwary  to  enable  the  Frarident  itf  the  United 
States  to  send  ICnisters  to  Pazuuna." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means,  beeanse 
it  is  expedient,  adopting  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  for  its  resolt,  bring 
m  a  biU  to  appropriate  ^,000  for  that  por- 
pose.    In  one  word,  the  monej  is  to  be  appro- 
priated becaose  it  is  expedient,  and  this  as- 
■nmes  the  snbstance  of  uie  report   But  gen- 
tionen  insist  npcoi  amending  the  report,  by 
aUSw  oonditions.  The  mon^  shall  m  i^pro- 
IHiatoa  beoanse  it  is  eipedien^  and  it  is  expe- 
msnt,  provided  oeartain  ameodments  referred  to 
(now  tMfore  ns)  be  adopted;  wUch  amend- 
moits  are  notJiing  more  ncnr  less  than  instmc- 
tions  to  the  HxeontiTe  and  our  Ministers.  I 
refer  to  the  amendmeata,  whioh  I  will  not 
tcoable  the  ecimnittee  to  read.  We  then  make 
liie  appropriation  conditionally.   We  have  no 
antbmi^  to  annex  a  condition  to  onr  appropri- 
ation, nor  do  we  attempt  it  in  the  i^propria- 
HoD.  biU.    Bat  we  att^pt  it  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Afilurs,  whtdi  lays 
down  the  prineiple  on  which  the  appn^riation 
rests.   To  iUostrate  the  subject  fiuther,  it  is 
tin  usual  course  in  tUs  Hoose  for  a  committee 
to  make  a  repcHrt  aetting  forth  the  reasMU  why 
money  ahonld  be  granted,  wltii  a  biU  making 
the  appropriation.  Snppoee  this  had  been  the 
mode  in  uie  present  case.  Soppose  the  Com- 
mittee of  Forei^  Affitirs  had  made  a  report 
that  it  was  expraient  to  wppropriate  the  money 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  mission,  with  a 
bill  making  the  appropriation.   All  this  might 
well  be  nnited.    Add  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, which  are  tiie  conditions — the  instmo- 
tions.   If  these  Instraotions  were  incorporated 
id  the  act,  woold  such  an  act  pass  the  House  or 
Senate  ?    I  presume  not   Yet,  in  fact,  by  the 
amendments  proposed,  the  same  thing  wonld 
be  cAsoted,  BO  ftr  aa  to  dedare  and  pablish  the 
opinitm  «  tlua  Hoose.    I  contend  that  the 
ammdmenta  prnraaed  do  go  to  express  the 
<^iUon  of  the  House  of  Bwreaentatives  as  to 
iniat  shoold  be  the  InBtroctions ;  that  they  ex> 
ness  an  opinion  that  the  ^tpropriation  dioold 
be  oon^tionaL  It  is  an  unwarrantable  assnmp- 
tioa  of  power.    We  have  no  constitntionial 
ri^t  to  mstmot  cnr  annex  conditions  to  an  ap- 
pn^riation  of  the  present  character.   As  we 
have  no  constitutional  aathority  in  the  case,  we 
have  no  tight  to  attempt  to  reach  the  object 
indireotiy.   I  am  aware  that,  as  we  have  no 
power  or  oontn^  over  our  ambassadors,  and 
eaonot  annex  a  condition  to  an  act  making  an 
amopriation  for  th^  m^tort,  onr  instructions 
and  ofdnions  aa  to  the  oonditlon  (tf  the  grant, 
an  nfA  obligatory.  Still,  it  is  intended  that 
flieaa  amendment^  expresnng  such  opinion  and 
iBitnictioai.  placed  in  alliance  and  near  con- 
neetion  with  the  ^tprt^riation  bill,  shall  have 
an  influence.   In  my  opinion,  as  fiar  as  they 
may  have  an  influence  upon  the  ExecutiTe,  or 
dsewhere,  it  will  be  of  evil  tendency. 

But  the  gentieman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
UoLAn)  iUB  informed  us  that  he  wotdd  not 
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have  proposed  his  amendment,  if  our  opini<tt 
had  not  been  requested  by  the  Executive. 
How  has  our  opinion  been  requested  f  "  The 
Prendent,  in  bis  Message  to  this  House,  ob< 
served,  that  '  the  concurrence  of  the  Hoose  to 
the  measure,  by  the  appropriations  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  is  alike  subject  to  its 
free  determination,  and  indispensable  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  intention.* " 

The  Executive  asks  no  opinion,  but  the  opin- 
ion which  we  can  constitutioaally  express^ 
granting  or  withholding  the  appropriabon. 
He  oomd  ask  no  other  opinion.  The  power 
ai^  responsibili^  of  giving  instntctions  to 
Ministers  and  Ambassuors  is  intrusted  alone 
with  the  Executive.  The  oonstitutiou  has 
wisdy  placed  it  there.  There  let  it  remun. 
But  suppose  it  posrible  tiiat  the  Executive 
should  BO  far  forget  himself  as  to  request  the 
opinion  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the  instruc- 
tions which  it  might  be  proper  to  give  our 
IGnisters?  Woidd  gentiemen  be  prepared  to 
grant  such  a  request?  Would  they  be  ready  to 
assume  the  power  and  the  responsibility  neoes- 
sarily  connected  with  it  ?  I  trust  not  I  am 
not  prepared  to  assume  Executive  power  at 
Executive  responsibility. 

I  will  now  make  some  remailcs  in  fbvor  at 
the  proposed  miBdcoL  to  Panama,  and  of  the 
apnropnation  necessary  to  effectuate  that  olfjeot 

The  President  of  tiie  United  States,  in  hia 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  informed 
us  *'  that  the  Governments  of  Colombia,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  Central  America,  had  severally  invited 
the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States  to  be 
represented  at  the  Oongresa  of  Panama,  to  de* 
liberate  upon  objects  m  peouUar  eonoenunent 
to  this  hemisphere." 

The  President  has  given  us  the  letters  of  in- 
vitation from  these  foreign  powers — presoitiiw 
generally  their  views  of  the  ot^ects  and  bun- 
nesB  of  the  proposed  Congress.  He  has  also 
given  us  the  auBwer^  on  thepart  of  the  Execu- 
tive, to  those  invitations.  They  have  been  so 
oftui  adverted  to  in  this  debate^  that  I  forbear 
to  trouble  the  committee  by  leforring  to  any 
particular  part 

The  President  has  nominated  two  distin- 

Siished  men  as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
inisters  Plenipotentiary.  He  has,  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  Senate,  and,  aioo,  in  a  oom- 
munioation  to  this  House,  both  of  which  are 
before  us,  stated  explicitiy  his  views  in  relation 
to  the  mission.  His  views  have  given  evidence 
of  talrat,  and  wisdom,  and  braevolenoe,  whiiA 
demand,  and  will,  in  some  di^,  receivei  the 
tribute  of  the  admiration  and  lore  <Mr  aU  the 
Amerioan  nations,  north  and  aoo^  and  of  the 
world,  "nie  Senate  oi  the  United  States,  after 
due  deliberation,  have  approved  of  the  nomi- 
nation. The  President  nu  now  submitted  the 
*'  propriety  of  making  an  appropriatifnli  to  our 
candid  consideration  and  nuightened  patriot- 
ism." We  are  called  npon  to  ^ve  onr  sanotikn 
to  the  misdoUf  by  mabng  the  neoeaiary  appro* 
priaticax. 
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The  objects  of  the  miBrion  an  Ttrioos.  They 
tmite  duty  and  interest — our  own  good  and  the 
good  of  nations.  But  some  gentlemen  are 
alumect.  They  apprehend  OTil.  If  we  meet 
fai  Oongreas  at  Panama,  they  innst  that  we 
must  engage  in  all  the  ddiberalions  which  may 
come  nnder  their  consideration,  and  be  finally 
boond  by  the  result.  This  view  is,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  entirely  erroneous — contrary  to 
the  opinions  expressed  in  the  invitation  of 
those  nations;  contrary  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  reply  to  the&  invitatioii ;  and  oon- 
tnry  to  the  express  dedarationa  of  the  Pred- 
dent  in  his  oommunioadons  to  na.  I  wOl  not 
troaUe  the  eonnnittee  by  reacUng  eztraots  from 
these  documents,  as  they  are  befora  na,  and 
contradict  the  above  opinirais  and  apprehen- 
BtonB.  Those  nations  do,  indeed,  solicit  as  to 
afford  them  the  light  of  onr  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, where  we  may  have  no  direct  inter- 
est bnt  the  hope  of  doin^  good.  They  will 
meet  in  Oongreas  for  vanons  purposes;  bat 
they  do  not  invite  or  derare  as  to  join  tJiem, 
ftirtber  than  interest  and  dnty  reqoire  onion. 
Is  Uiere  a  man  in  this  oommittee  wno  believes 
onr  Hinisters  will  be  bonnd  to  take  a  share  in 
discosdons  npon  snbjects  in  whidi  we  have  no 
interest?  Is  there  a  man  In  this  committee 
who  bdieves  par  ICnistera  will  be  bonnd  by  a 
majmity  of  tiie  Oongreas  withont  their  own 
eonsentf  pnad-raktare,  any  stipoIationB 
should  be  agreed  i^on  which  the  Fremdent  and 
Senate  did  not  a|^rove,  woald  they  not  be  re- 
jected ?  .  Is  tliere  a  man  in  this  oommittee  who 
does  not  believe  that  the  President  will  give 
tnstracUons  confcunnably  to  his  oommnnioations 
made  to  this  Honsef  Is  not  the  Execntive 
bound,  by  every  consideration  of  honor  and 
duty,  to  be  oaationB  in  giving  hia  instructions  ? 
There  can  be  no  danger.  Some  gentlemen 
seem  strangely  and  nonecessarily  alarmed.  Be- 
side, whether  there  be  danger  or  not  the  Pres- 
ident most  dedde,  and  tbe  people  <n  the  Unit- 
ed States  wHI  hold  him  re^n^Me  fix-  his  de- 
dAoOj  if  we  do  not  vrongfblly  iuterfbre. 

Scnne  oljeot  on  acconnt  of  ue  nmetty  of  ^ 
ndadon:  others,  because  tiiey  apprehend  we 
are  ple^^  to  a  particular  policy :  for,  at  any 
rate,  they  have  found  the  word  pledge  in  the 
oorrei^KHidenoe  of  one  of  onr  Ministers,  0Sr. 
Poinsett.)  These  objections,  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  timid  and  nnfoonded  alarms,  are  excited 
by  a  few  expressions  of  foreupi  Ministers,  and 
oar  own,  perh^s  not  sumciently  gnaraed. 
These  detached  (ucpressions  seem,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  such  gentlemen,  to  outweigh  the 
whole  oarrent  of  the  oorrenwndraoe  of  onr 
own  Govemment,  and  of  fordgn  Qovemmenta, 
and  fJie  express  dedarataon  of  the  ExecntiTe 
u  to  tbe  p<dicy  he  shaU  pnrsne.  Bnt  Vx, 
Poinsett  gave  an  infbnnal  account  ot  a  conver- 
sation between  himself  and  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  he  mentions  the  word 
pUdg$.  It  yet  remains  very  doobtftil  whether 
the  .  word  was  ever  nsed. 

Other  gentlemai  m»npl^  tiiat  H  ia  a  depar- 
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tore  from  former  usage.  The  history  of  ths 
SoQth  American  Governments  ia  an  anomaly  ia 
the  history  of  tlie  world.  Seven  or  eight  na- 
tions have  been  emandpatedj  as  it  wn^  in  a 
day.  They  desire  to  meet  with  ns ;  abaU  we 
refose,  because  each  an  event  never  has,  and, 
probably,  never  will  again  occur  f  It  is  no  de- 
parture from  principle.  Our  Ministers  will 
nave  no  greater  power  than  has  been  ^ven  to 
all  former  Plenipotentiaries.  If  it  be  nnasaal, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  it  corresponds  with 
an  unosnal  and  wonderful  evaoit  in  the  lustory 
of  Divine  Frovidenoe.  Thure  will  be  no  d»> 
partoie  from  the  str^c^  and  narrow  pirfii  d 
duty;  no  departure  from  onr  deareirt  rif^ts 
and  purest  prrndples.  I  aoeose  no  man  of  mis- 
representation, in  garbliDg  extracts  frmu  tiw 
oommnnications  so  libOTauy  ^ven  ns,  but  ap- 
peal to  the  whole  oonmmnieationa. 

The  Pretident  has  ^y  disclosed  his  views 
of  the  misaon ;  of  the  reetriotions  and  limitai- 
tions  of  the  power  of  onr  Ambassadors ;  tliat  it 
is  merely  oonaultative.  Yet  all  this  does  not 
seem  to  afford  some  gentlemen  any  satisCao* 
tion. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rinss)  faao 
givm.  us  the  history  of  the  ot^n  of  the  recogni- 
tion <tf  the  R^nUics  of  fioath  America,  and  baa 
quoted  fi^  several  eloqnent  qieediea  of  iie. 
Clay.  I  do  not  pwcelve  hia  ol^Jeot,  Does  the 
gentleman  mean  to  oensore  the  vote  of  tiiia 
HoQse  npon  that  snbjeot?  It  will  be  remem- 
bered it  was  a  very  extraordinary  vote.  Ao* 
cording  to  my  reooUeetion,  there  was  bat  one 
solitary  No.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Bivxe)  warns  as  not  to  be  infinenoed  br 
sympathy.  I  admit  that  evw  sympathy  sliould 
M  subjected  to  the  wholesome  disciplioe  of  the 
understanding ;  bat  I  trust  that  such  pure  and 
heavenly  affootion  may  be  not  only  safely  in- 
dulged, bnt  encouraged.  At  the  some  time. 
whOe  the  gentleman  warns  us  to  beware  tn 
sympathy,  he  oalls  to  bis  aid  paaBima  id  a  mora 
unworthy  character^^MMioiis  which  need  no 
enitemoit-Hrear,  uigeiy  Jealonqr.  He  would 
have  ns  take  oonnsel  of  nar :  for  the  misatm 
may  produoe.  said  he,  war  with  En^od ;  and 
he  would  exate  our  anger  and  Jealouqr,  by  com- 
plaining that  Mexioo  mu  treated  Eni^aad  with, 
more  attention  and  reqieet  than  she  has  treat- 
ed us. 

Much  has  been  stud  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate rejecting  the  islands  of  Oaba  end  P<n1o 
Rico.  They  unquestionably  present  to  this  na- 
tion  oiyeots  of  great  difficulty  and  vast  impor- 
tance. I  do  not  propose  to  state  my  views. 
Tbe  saUect  has  been  ably  examined  by  others. 
I  ooold  bnt  notice  B(ane  remarks  ef  gentlemen 
oimosed  to  the  minion. 

One  gentleman  has  informed  ns  of  the  great 
valne  <^  onr  trade  with  Onba,  and  the  great 
amount  of  our  tonnage  em^oyed  in  tiiat  trade^ 
ud,  in  a  tone  of  eensnre  and  ooraplunt>  sngg^ta 
that  our  interests  in  relation  to  1h»t  island  liad 
not  been  aafficientiy  regarded  by  the  Exeoutiva. 
Another  gentleman  severely  reoriminatea  tha 
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Ezecative,  beoatiae  he  suggests  the  im^rtanoe 
of  the  mitisioa  to  Panama  in  a  commercial  Tiew. 
Hm  soggestioo  Is  deoominated  a  lore  held  ont 
to  the  copidi^  of  merohants  aod  merceoar; 
HMO.  One  geoUemaa  is  afraid  of  eotaogliiig 
aDiaooes,  fearing  that  they  may  reeolt  in  war. 
Another  geatlemaQ  denoaDoes  the  ExeeoUTe 
with  serere  oensnre  for  the  moderate  and  per- 
■aaaire  laofpiage  which  has  heen  hdd  towards 
Oolombia  and  Mexico,  respecting  thsax  taking 
possearion  of  Oaba.  He  would  have  it  made 
known  that  the  United  States  wonld  declare 
war  immediately  if  those  naticHis  shonld  take 
the  island.  Thns  the  Exeootive  is  aooased  of 
Defecting  onr  meroantile  interests;  of  being 
too  mach  alire  to  and  concerned  for  those  in- 
terests ;  of  pnrsaing  a  coarse  too  daring  and 
haardoDs ;  of  wanting  spirit  and  energy.  Tet 
all  these  agree  in  denoandog  hto  ooodact  as 
daogeroas  and  wrong.  Tbey  all  agree  that  he 
has  done  either  too  mneh  or  too  little. 

Theae  Tarions  and  ocmtradiettHT  (^ii^ns  pre- 
TiiUng  ia  this  House,  dearly  prove  our  incom- 
petaocy  to  discharge  the  Ezeontire  Amotions. 

On  modon  of  Mr,  HeicphiiXi  the  eommittee 
roue,  and 

The  House  a^jonraed. 


Thcbbdat,  April  18. 
2nmm  to  Panama. 

The  Hoose  having  again  resomed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
For^in  Bdatiooa,  qqmviag  the  Miaaion  of  Pa^ 
aama,  with  llie  amendnuBta  proposing  a  qnali- 
fioatioa  to  the  general  expression  of  iq>proba- 
tion  thereof — 

Mr.  HEBiraiu.  rose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
nittoeaafcdlows: 

The  reeolntion  which  has  been  offered  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  this  nnpre- 
oedeoted  case,  is  unoonneoted  with  the  bill  for 
the  i4>propriacton ;  it  is  an  abstract  resolation, 
at  the  oon«IaBion  of  an  able  report  of  the  oom- 
Bdttee^  setting  forth  their  reasons  at  large,  in 
fimw  of  the  mission.  It  oonoars  in  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measare:  fbr  it  will  not  be 
■aid,  that  it  means  nothing  more  than  that  we 
are  oonatitntioncUy  boond  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
pn^irlaUoa.  If  we  agree  to  this  resolntifm,  we 
aoqniesoe  in  the  expedienoy  of  the  measure^  in 
its  onliouted  eharaoter,  which  la  a  verv  differ- 
ent thing  from  voting  simply  in  favor  of  the  ^ 
jHK^HriaCion  bill,  as  I  mtend  to  do. 

AlUioiwh  the  reasoning  of  the  oommittee  Is 
not  oonsidared  as  bearing  on  the  treaty-making 
power,  the  amendment  la  opposed,  as  an  in- 
fringement of  that  power,  and  as  giving  Instrac- 
tiuos  and  conditions  to  oar  lunistwa.  Bat 
what  is  tiie  £ict  1  The  amendment  is  the  mere 
expression  of  the  will  of  this  Honse,  on  a  qnes- 
ticni  of  great  national  oonoem;  and  it  is  Imma- 
terial bow  the  opinion  of  tiiis  Honse  reaches 
lbs  ears  of  the  Preddent,  whether  by  the 
Aeedies  <rf  membm,  or  the  general  approba- 
or  dis^fnlMtioi^  <tf  a  partioiikr  measDiv^ 
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The  &ot  being  ascertained  to  his  satisfao-^ 
tion,  it  oa^t,  and  doubtless  would,  have  the 
same  influence  on  him,  as  a  formal  reaolation : 
for  a  resolation  in  form  is  nothing  more:  It 
(Hily  redness  to  a  certainty  the  opinion  of  the 
Honse,  which  cannot  as  well  he  asoert^ed  in 
any  other  way ;  and  Its  object  is  to  wprise 
Executive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Bepreeent- 
atives  of  the  people.  But  it^does  not  amount 
to  ioBtructions ;  tbe  House  has  no  constitutional 
anthority  to  give  instroctions :  it  is  not  so  in- 
tended, nor  will  it  be  so  received— the  Executive, 
with  tne  advantage  of  this  Information,  will 
act  as  he  pleases,  and  take  the  responsibility.  It 
is  acknowledged  that  the  House  has  a  right  to 
express  an  abstract  opinion  on  great  national 
concerns ;  and  this  is  nothing  more.  The 
propiiation  bill  stands  by  itself,  and  if  the  ad(^ 
tion  of  this  resolution  is  not  denred  to  produce 
some  effect  on  the  pnbtio  opinion,  X  shonld  be 
glad  to  know  why  wo  are  called  upon  to  act 
on  It.  Pass  the  appropriation  bill,  and  that 
win  be  sufficient 

I  will  here  be  allowed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  Message  and  documents 
from  whence  we  derive  our  information  on  the 
snbjeot ;  and  I  will,  in  tiieir  order,  advert  to 
the  letters  of  invitation,  and  the  answers  to 
them ;  and  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  received  and  treated,  by  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government.  The  letter  of 
Sidazar,  under  the  date  of  the  second  of  No- 
vember, 1826,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  men- 
tions that  the  honorable  Secretary  having  inti- 
mated, in  the  name  of  his  GovemmenL  thi^ 
the  United  States,  if  formally  hivited  by  Mexioo 
and  Colombia,  and  ^prised  of  the  sul^eots  to 
be  discussed,  would,  on  their  part,  ^point  a 
person  to  represent  them,  if  the  suMect  should 
be  approved  of  by  the  United  States;  the 
undersigned  is  accordingly  authorized,  by  his 
Government,  to  address  this  invitation ;  which 
he  now  makes,  in  all  duo  form.  The  snljects 
of  disooasion  he  puts  in  two  classes : 

I%rat.  Matters  peonliarly  and  exclusively 
concerning  the  belligereata. 

Second.  Matters  between  the  belligerents 
and  neutrals. 

The  United  States,  he  said,  will  not  take  part 
in  the  disonsrion  the  finst  description ;  and 
he  confined  himself  to  the  latter.  He  then 
observed,  that  an  opportunity  would  be  afford- 
ed to  fix  some  principlea  of  international  law. 
The  manner  in  which  all  colonizations  of  En- 
ropean  powers,  on  the  American  continent, 
^aU  be  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  the 
present  contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
interest.  Were  It  proper,  an  eventnal  alliance, 
in  case  these  events  should  occnr,  which  ia 
within  the  range  of  possibilities,  and  the  treaty, 
of  which  no  use  uioald  be  made,  nnlil  the 
ea»u»  fatderit  should  happen,  to  remain  seoret; 
or,  if  this  should  seem  prematnre,  a  oonvention 
so  anticipated  would  be  a  tUfibrent  means  to 
aeoore  the  same  end,  of  preventing  foreign  in* 
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«  flaenoe :  this  is  a  matter  of  immediate  ntilitr 
to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war  witL 
Spain,  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  repeated 
declarations  and  protests  of  the  Cabinet  at 
.  Washington.  The  conferences  held  on  this 
anhject  being  confidential,  would  increase  mu- 
tual friendship,  and  promote  the  reftpective  in- 
terests of  the  parties.  The  African  slave  trade, 
imd  the  relations  Hayti,  are  mentioned  aa 
other  topics. 

Obregon's  lett«r  is,  in  substance,  the  same. 
After  observing  that,  bdng  infbnned  the 
ocHwnrreDce  of  this  Goremment  in  tlie  idea  ot 
discussing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress,  as  was 
desired,  and  that  it  woald  send  representatives 
to  it  under  conditicm  that  the  neutrality  in 
which  it  stood  witii  Spain  should  not  be  violat- 
ed, one  of  the  snhjecta  he  mentioned  which 
woold  occnpy  the  attention  of  the  Oongress, 
wonld  be  the  resistance  or  opposition  to  the 
interference  of  my  neatral  nauon,  in  the  ques- 
tion and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  Spun. 

After  these  two  principal  soljeots,  the  Rep- 
reeentatives  of  the  United  States  d  America 
may  be  occapied  upon  others,  to  which  the 
e^toioe  of  t£e  new  States  mjif  give  rise.  The 
United  States  <rf  Amerios  may  send  thdr  Rep- 
resentatives to  take  part  in  those  questions, 
which,  long  since,  they  were  the  first  in  de- 
claring to  toe  world  they  regarded  as  of  tran- 
cendent  importance  to  the  interests  of  all  Amer- 
ica ;  and  in  others,  to  which  the  formation  of 
the  new  States  will  give  rise ;  tiie  concurrence 
in  which  will,  moreover,  accomplish  the  object 
so  mnoh  desired  by  the  respective  Governments, 
of  manifesting,  by  deeds,  the  disposition  and 
&cility  which  the  powers  of  this  continent 
possess,  to  act  in  concert  in  the  common 
cause. 

The  oljeets  to  be  discussed  are,  first,  exclu- 
sively concerning  the  belligerents — and,  sec- 
ondly, between  the  belligerents  and  neutrals. 
What  is  the  pl^  meaning  of  all  this  f  The  first 
class  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  discussed; 
and  the  reason  is,  oecause  we  will  come  to  no 
oondusion  witii  the  new  States  upon  them : 
and  it  would  be  useless,  and  beyond  the  range 
of  diplomacy,  to  enter  into  the  discussions  of 
snbjecta,  not  intended  by  either  party  to  be 
acted  upon.  But  the  means  of  making  effectual 
the  assertion  of  the  principle  of  colonization, 
and  of  reriating  bitenbrenee  from  abroad  with 
the  domestic  eonoems  d  the  American  Oovem- 
ments,  are  to  be  among  tJie  snt^eots  of  oonsnl- 
talioa  at  j^nama,  by  alliances,  and  mutnal 
pledges,  if  terms  can  be  agreed  upon  tothe  sat- 
isfiuition  of  each  party.  In  regard  to  the  inter- 
ference from  abroad  it  is  said  Uiat  a  Joint  decla- 
ration of  its  chiu^ter,  and  ezposnre  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be  probably  all  that  the  occasion 
wonld  require ;  and,  whether  the  United  States 
should  or  not  be  parties  to  such  a  declaration, 
mayjostlyformapartof thedeliberatiooB;  the 
means  of  resistance,  it  is  allowed,  are  generally 
tobediaonssed;  and  it  woald  be  atrmge^  and, 
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I  presume,  without  example,  if  the  Frerident 
should  instruct  oor  Uinisters  to  take  a  part  in 
the  consultation  of  the  means  of  resistsnoe,  if 
it  was  his  intention  to  abstun  entirely  mtm 
any  agreement  on  the  subject.  He  has  con- 
veyed no  such  idea ;  he  merely  says,  it  would 
obviously  be  prematore,  at  this  time,  to  anti<»- 
pate  that  which  is  offered  merely  as  matter 
for  Mjitultation.  With  regard  to  the  principle 
of  colonization,  it  is  said,  uiat  if  it  be  deemed 
advisable  to  contract  any  conventional  engage 
ment  on  this  toji^o,  our  views  wonld  extend  no 
ftuther  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact  to  maintain  the  principle,  in  sp- 
plication  to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
colonial  lodgments  or  establishment  of  Euro- 
pean Jurisdiction  npon  its  own  soiL  In  the 
Message  to  the  Senate  the  words  are,  "  £ach. 
will  gnard  by  its  own  means."  If  these  mutual 
pled^  would  not  impose  beneficial  obligataona, 
it  would  be  nugatory  to  enter  into  them ;  the 
object  is,  to  make  effectual  the  assertion  of  the 
principle.  The  United  States  does  not  require 
any  pledge  to  protect  its  own  soil ;  and  can  it 
be  imarined  that  any  jdedge  will  be  made^  if 
the  sonuiem  BepnbUcs  are  to  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  itf  They  are  to  nse  thdr  own 
means ;  I  presnme  uie  meaning  of  that  1^  if 
assistance  is  received,  it  is  some  time  to  be  re- 
mouerated.  The  Executive  views  on  the  sub- 
ject cannot  be  confined  to  a  voluntary  permis- 
sion of  European  colonization :  for  no  means 
then  wonld  be  necessary,  as  no  reeistanoe  would 
be  required.  The  views  of  Salazar  and  Obre- 
gon  are  explicit  on  the  subject ;  and  they  are 
nowhere  treated  otherwise  by  the  President. 
An  alliance  of  such  a  mysterious  character  aa 
the  Message  exhibits,  would,  of  all'  others,  be 
the  most  likely  to  entangle  us.  The  Bepublio 
would  expect  some  advantage,  and,  whoi  b^- 
fled,  it  would  produce  irritation  and  cold  feel- 
ings. The  President  is  too  much  of  a  states- 
man to  enter  into  a  convention  which  wonld 
impose  no  obligations  on  either  of  the  parties. 
And  the  reasons  why  he  is  not  more  par- 
ticular, are,  because  it  would  be  premature^ 
as  the  subjects  are  to  be  under  consultation, 
and  it  woold  be  impolitic  in  him  to  disclose  his 
whole  views,  'fliere  is  enough  that  he  is  will- 
ing to  act  on  these  subjects ;  but,  to  nse  his 
own  language,  to  concur  in  nothing  that  will 
import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  Jostly  excite  re- 
sentment in  any  of  the  BtaiM.  This  seems  to 
satisiy  many  gentlemen.  I  vrill  not  collect  all 
the  phrases  which  tutve  hetm  employed,  on  tins 
pohit,  by  the  HiiristerB  of  the  Republics  of 
South  America,  and  the  heads  of  oor  Oovem- 
ment;  they  are  in  substance  the  same,  but 
dressed  in  difibrent  langnu;e.  I  will  tabs 
those  expressed  hjHio  Prmaent  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

The  amendment  does  not  preclude  the  treaty- 
making  power  from  arguing  and  convincing  the 
GKivemments  of  South  America  of  the  impro- 
priety of  any  attempt  to  Uberate  from  Sp^ 
the  islands  of  Foito  Sao  and  Onba.  The  treaty* 
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making  power  is  left  free  to  discnas  and  to 
dirwt  them  from  this  subject,  if  it  lies  in  their 
pover — and.  even  to  enter  into  any  stipulation 
on  the  subject,  which  will  not  involve  as  in  any 
alliance,  offeueive  or  defensive.  Of  all  the  aal>- 
jects  that  can  be  acted  npon  in  the  Oongress, 
this  is  the  most  interesting  and  delicate  one  to 
Bs.  Still,  according  to  onr  policy  we  cannot, 
and  ought  not,  to  bind  onrselvea,  but  be  left  at 
liberty  to  act  acoordin^  to  dreumstancee,  when 
any  aeriooB  apprehensions  may  arise,  that  any 
Earopean  power  except  Spain  meditates  the 
desi^  of  poBsessing  Uie  sovereignty  of  these 
Islands.    If  the  Kepoblio  of  Kexioo,  or  the 
United  South  American  States,  will  ^rsist  in 
pofisessing  themselves  of  the  sovereignly  of 
these  islands,  which  will  be  as  disadvantageooa 
to  ua  as  if  the  same  thing  was  effected  b^  a 
European  Government,  onr  first  power  of  resist- 
ance most  be  persnanon  and  advice ;  the  next 
must  depend  upon  ibe  time  and  dronmBtanoes. 
Would  Oongress  now  pass  a  law  authorizing 
the  Preddent  to  employ  the  forces  of  the  nation 
agdiuit  any  European  power  who  should  at- 
tempt to  take  the  soT«>ei^^  <tf  these  ialanda 
fhim  Spain  t   No,  they  would  not  It  would 
be  a  daring  policy ;  tibe  people  would  not  ap- 
inove  oi  it ;  they  would  not  be  willing  to  put 
ttuB  power  into  the  hands  of  their  own  Execu- 
tive, Dot  would  prefer  to  be  free  to  act  accord- 
ing to  circumstanoeB  when  the  time  arrives. 
And  would  it  be  more  acceptable  to  them  to 
see  an  aUiance  with  the  Southern  Republics, 
wther  offensive  or  defensive,  by  which  thtf 
peace  of  the  nation  wonld  be  taken  partly  out 
of  our  own  hands  and  committed  to  others! 
The  answer  is  irresistibly  in  the  negative.  I 
will  not  tttonpt  to  describe  the  impOTtanoe  dT 
Ooba  to  this  oiHmtry.  There  has  been  enough 
said  on  this  head  by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bii- 
chavan)  and  others.  But  I  think  that  onr  true 
and  di^^nified  policy  ought  to  be  the  same  with 
all  nations ;  and  that  we  ought  to  intimate  to 
the  new  States  that  our  dearest  interests  will  not 
permit  us  to  look  on  a  change  of  sovereignty 
of  those  islands,  by  any  nation,  with  indifference. 
Ihe  honorable  gentiemau  ftom  Louisiana  (Mr. 
livnesTOs)  has  described  the  consequences 
which  would  flow  from  certain  conditions  of 
the  island  of  Ouba,  in  a  manner  that  not  only 
excited  bis  own  feelings,  but  made  similar  im- 
pKeAooB  on  all  who  heard  him.   Certain  con- 
aitions  of  the  idand  d  Ouba  might  enooturue 
tiie  risiog  ot  the  hlaoks  m  the  Booth  on  their 
masters :  fw,  although  I  do  not  oonrader  the 
daves  of  the  Soath  as  property  by  divine  right, 
tiiey  are  so  treated  by  necessity  and  the  oonsti- 
totiiHi ;  and  the  more  I  see  and  become  acquaint- 
ed with  Southern  gentlemen,  the  more  I  am 
convinoed  of  the  inutility  of  propositions  from 
the  non-slaveholdiog  States  on  the  snliject  of 
onaaeipation.     They  are  only  calculated  to 
produce  irritation,  without  the  prospect  of  ao- 
eomplishing  any  good.     But  the  gentleman 
ftwn  LoniaSuia  says,  however,  that  the  Admin- 
litratiaa  would  not  permit  the  new  States  to 
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carry  on  war  against  it  in  a  savage  and  ferodous 
manner,  by  putting  weapons  into  the  hands  of 
the  blacks  to  massacre  the  white  population. 
Bnt,  if  we  w^t  until  these  horrors  are  witness- 
ed, I  fear  it  wiU  be  too  late  for  the  cause  of 
humanity,  as  the  white  population,  in  the  mean- 
while, will  chiefly  be  put  to  death.  Ouba  be- 
longs to  Spain,  and,  whenever  we  interfere  to 
support  Spain  in  retaining  it,  or  to  prevent  her 
from  transferriog  it  to  another,  we  must  break 
our  neotrali^:  mi  that  Is  an  event  which  we 
should,  at  the  least,  continually  hold  in  antid- 
pation.  But  the  honorable  member  says,  that, 
on  this  subject,  we  will  not  be  able  to  disouaa 
or  speak  at  the  Gongreae  at  Panama.  In  this, 
according  to  my  conception  of  the  amendment, 
he  is  mistaken.  It  is  the  design  of  tiie  amend- 
ment, if  its  principles  should  be  adopted  1^  the 
Sxeontive,  to  leave  every  thlr^  open  to  free  and 
full  discussion,  except  an  alliance  offensive  or 
defensive.  And,  if  there  should  be  any  doubt 
on  this  point,  the  words  of  the  amendment  oai^ 
easily  be  enlarged.  My  oollei^e  (Mr.  Wvbtb) 
ooiyectures  tha^  the  new  States  may  have  been 
inlmned  by  onr  Government  that  uie  relations 
of  these  i^nds  diall  not  be  changed,  even  by 
them.  ThiSj  I  think,  would  be  altogisther  in- 
oOosistent  with  the  request  made  to  Mr.  Salazar 
that  the  rumored  expedition  by  them  against 
these  idands  should  be  ddayed  for  alimited  time. 

In  adoptiag  a  system  of  southern  politics,  we 
should  observe  the  most  profound  caution; 
every  step  we  take  is  new  and  untried.  Sup- 
pose that  England  should  establish  a  colony 
somewhere  near  0^  Horn,  would  we  send 
troo^  or  lud  in  money  ?  But  it  may  be  add 
this  IS  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  conven- 
tional wreemoit  oontemplated  on  this  topic— 
it  1b  on^  to  maintdn  the  prindple  in  applica- 
tion, on  the  part  of  each,  to  its  own  territory. 
If  this  is  really  the  meaning,  it  is  the  most  jn- 
didons  agreement  tiiat  could  be  made  between 
us — ^that  is,  do  you  protect  your  own  soil,  and 
we  will  protect  ours,  each  with  onr  own  means; 
and  let  us  enter  into  the  beet  commercial  ar- 
rangements in  our  power  for  the  ei^oyment  of 
the  geographical  advantages  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. We  will  suppose,  again,  that  En^^and 
would  be  indined  to  favor  tiie  Government  of 
Brazil  in  the  existing  war  with  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  should  interfere  to  partition  off  a  port  (n 
the  country  belonging  to  the  latter,  and  annex 
it  to  the  Government  of  BtaiU.  This  woold 
oome  within  the  meaning.  I  ask,  in  snoh  an 
event,  would  the  people  of  this  oonntry  be  will- 
ing to  goto  war  with  England  t  I  think  I  may 
sf^ely  aflSrm  tiiat  they  would  noti  Then  why 
should  we  keep  up  the  idea  of  this  pledge,  after 
it  had  performed  its  office !  It  was  wise  and 
patriotic  when  made,  and  nobody  wishes  to  de- 
tract from  President  Monroe  the  unfading  honor 
which  he  aconired  by  announcing  it  to  the 
world;  but  tne  end  designed  is  now  accom- 
plished and  over. 

I  shall  make  no  effort  to  diminish  the  wei^t 
ot  the  reasons  given  by  the  Preddax^  exocpt 
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the  last :  I  cannot  pass  that  over  unnotioed,  as 
I  differ  60  eesentiallj  in  opinion  with  him. 
Gieneral  Washington,  when  living,  was  the  fair- 
est and  purest  model  ofpnidence  and  firmness 
of  onj  man  ou  earth.  When  he  first  accepted 
the  command  of  the  army,  every  one  will  re- 
member his  cantious  language ;  "  Bnt,"  said  be, 
"  Jest  some  unlaoky  event  should  happen  un- 
favorable to  mj  diaraoter  and  to  mj  reputation, 
I  beg  it  may  oe  remembered  by  every  gentle- 
man  In  this  room,  tiiat  I  this  day  declare,  with 
the  ntmost  idnowity,  that  Ido  not  think  myaelf 
equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  witili." 
^d  this  was  the  cautious  and  prudent  charac- 
ter he  maintained  from  that  day  until  tke  day 
of  his  death ;  he  stood  as  the  rock  of  our  salva- 
tion in  many  a  trying  scene.  And  in  1798, 
when  the  wild  principles  of  French  liberty 
were  fast  disseminating  themselves  among  the 
people,  whose  passions  had  been  roused  in 
uvor  of  aiding  the  French  who  had  fought  for 
JIB ;  he  remained  at  the  helm  of  the  Govern- 
ment unshaken,  and  issued  his  proclamation  of 
neutrality,  which  put  into  practice  the  spedfio 
character  of  the  oonntry,  by  which  the  natirai 
was  saved  from  a  irar.  Aiu,  cm  Lis  retinment 
from  his  unprecedented  pnUio  career,  he  left 
his  piinoiplra  of  policy  respecting  other  nations, 
as  a  legacy  to  nis  country.  He  warned  us 
ogunat  the  danger  of  entangling  alliances ;  he 
^ke  of  Europe,  of  their  primary  interests,  and 
of  the  distance ;  he  oould  not  do  otherwise, 
these  being  fkcts.  Bat  it  is  not,  in  my  appre- 
hension, deduoible  f^om  this,  that  he  would 
have  recommended  entangling  alliances  with 
the  new  Kepnblit^  on  our  borders,  just  after 
they  had  risen  into  existence.  lie  warned  os 
agunat  alHancM  with  tbe  oonntileB  we  then 
bad  intercoom  with ;  and  the  danger  would 
be  as  greaL  if  not  greater,  to  fbnn  alliances 
wil2i  countries  adjoinmg  us.  I  am  noeedingly 
mistaken  in  the  character  of  General  Washing- 
ton, if  he  would  not,  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  have  had  an  agent  on  the  spot,  to  trans- 
mit information  to  be  deliberated  npon  at  home 
in  the  firat  instance,  and  to  be  made  aoqnwnted 
wiA  tiie  powers  of  this  Congress  and  the  mode 
of  its  organization,  before  he  would  have  done 
any  act— he  would  not  have  gone  <m  specula- 
tion and  experiments — I  think  he  would  have 
had  an  agent  there  before  this  time.  Let  the 
counsels  of  General  Wa^iiu^n  be  our  guide 
Id  this  important  cri^aud  ust  ns  enter  into  no 
alliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  on  any  point, 
in  time  of  peace,  with  any  country.  But  the 
President's  obserrations  on  the  counsels  of 
Washington  prove  conclusively  what  I  have  be- 
fore affirmed,  that  there  is  a  willingness  on  the 

f>art  of  the  President  to  enter  into  these  al- 
iances.  He  says,  I  cannot  overlook  the  refiec- 
tion,  that  the  counsel  of  Washington,  in  that 
instance,  like  all  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  was 
fiDunded  on  the  circumstances,  in  which  our 
country,  and  the  world  around  us,  were  situated 
ft  the  time  when  it  was  given.  The  Preadent 
then  oomparee  our  ritnation,  and  the  oiroum- 
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stances  of  that  time,  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  then  asked  what,  from  the  very  words 
of  Washington,  would  be  his  counsel  to  his  oorai- 
trymea  now.  Is  not  this  the  language  of  tba 
Preddent  that,  under  the  cironmstancea  of  that 
day,  Washington  warned  us  against  entanddng 
alliances  wiUi  the  powers  of  Europe  t  ant, 
under  the  oironmstanoes  of  the  present  day,  as 
respects  the  Bepublios  of  South  America,  his 
advice  would  be  diflteent  now  to  his  ooimtty- 
men?  If  that  is  not  the  in&renoe^  and  the  na> 
deniable  in{breno&  I  should  donbt  my  oiwn  ex- 
istence :  wid  it  Is  in  strict  aooiHdanoe  witfa  Us 
acceptance  of  tbe  inviti^on  under  tiie  letters  of 
Salazar  and  Obr^n,  where  they,  without  tite 
least  disguise,  treated  the  alliances  on  the  two 
points  as  not  beii^  inconsistent  with  the  neu- 
trality of  this  country,  which  every  candid 
statesman  must  acknowledge  to  be  the  fact ;  and 
it  is  also  coincident  with  tad  other  part  of  his 
Ueesage,  which  I  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  referring  to ;  and  \%  moreover  appears  to  me 
that  he  has  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his  senti- 
ments. This  is  the  positiMi  on  which  I  stand, 
and  the  foundation  m  my  a^oment  that  there 
is  a  willingness  on  tiie  jwrt  m  the  FreeSdent  to 
enter  into  alliances  with  the  Bepublios  of  Sonth 
America  on  the  two  points  heretofore  alluded  to. 

Is  this  tiie  (pinion  of  the  peo^e  of  this  coun- 
try f  Is  it  the  opinion  of  their  Representatives 
on  this  floor  f  If  it  is,  r^ect  the  amendment 
at  once.  But,  if  it  is  otherwise,  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  committee  will  see  the  propriety  ct 
^opting  it,  to  arrest  this  policy  on  its  first  sp' 
pearance.  It  will  not  be  binding  on  the  Eiee- 
utive ;  bot  he  will,  doubtiess,  attend  to  it  with 
the  deepest  rented.  We  should  enter  into  no 
entanglmg  alliances  with  these  new  BepnUiai 
but  let  them  eqjoy  our  hear^  sympathies  ana 
the  moral  influence  of  oar  example.  We  wiQ 
r^oice  at  th^  successee— they  ore  car  astw 
Republics,  and  our  n^l^bwL  and  we  mart 
have  immense  dealings  with  them.  Let  them 
see  us  busy  in  the  unprovement  of  our  own 
«nuity,  and  in  the  encouragement  of  the  various 
pursoitH  of  man — ^let  them  see  our  march  <A 
mind  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  our  general 
activity  and  industry — let  them  learn  mat  we 
do  not  waste  our  treasures  in  pomp  and  splen- 
dor, but  expend  them  for  the  prosperi^  and 
happiness  of  the  people — and  let  them  know  that 
our  policy  is  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  preewved 
with  honor,  and  that  we  will  not  enter  into  en* 
tangling  alliances  with  any  nation — and  let  them 
be  mformed  of  the  effect  of  our  pacific  policy; 
bow  it  has  converted  our  wildemesB  into  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  caused  the  building  of  nu- 
merons  and  beautiful  cities }  and  how  rapidly, 
under  the  auspices  of  our  free  institutions,  it 
has  increased  oar  population  and  uaUoDsl 
wealth.  Tho  influence  of  such  examples  will 
do  more  for  these  new  Republics  than  all  the 
swords  that  we  can  employ  in  their  flavor,  and 
all  the  alliances  that  we  can  make  with  them, 
whi(^  in  the  end,  might  ^ve  dangeroua  to 
both  ooontiiee. 
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Ut.  F.  Jomrecnr  uid :  The  trae  policy  of  onr 
wmtrj  is  peace — oar  proper  grotmd  is  neu- 
trally— and  I  am  as  onwiUingJo  depart  from 
dther,  as  any  one  here.  I  am't^ptmed  to  all 
lUianceB,  offensive  or  defensire,  and  to  all  en- 
tangling leagues  irhatever.  I  am  for  my  ootm- 
try  being  left  free,  and  to  act  aocording  to  oir- 
enmrtances,  to  preaerre  and  its  ri^ts 

and  its  interests. 

Oar  institutions  are  Sepnblioan ;  the  fieelinfre, 
the  habita,  and  manners,  of  the  people  of  uie 
United  Statea  are  essentially  BeptA>lican.  It  is 
haman  natare  to  be  partial  to  ourselves,  our 
ftmiHea,  and  onr  fHends;  and  it  is  according 
to  the  diotates  cS  tilie  ume  natore  to  feel  a  par- 
tiality for  that  country  and  that  people,  whose 
institntions  asrimilate  nearest  oar  own.  It  is 
hmnan  natare  to  feel  and  sympathize  for  Uiose 
who  have  Btroggled  aj^inst  and  oreroome  the 
diSloalties  and  adversities  which  we  oorselTes 
hare  had  to  enconnter ;  and  faenoe,  it  is  par- 
donable, and  even  praiseworthy,  in  the  people 
of  this  conntry,  to  yield  their  best  wishes  to  a 
people  who,  like  our  ancestors,  have  broken 
the  ohuns  of  tyranny,  and  trinmpbantly  achieved 
their  liberties. 

That  part  of  tbe  continent  of  America,  eon- 
qnered  and  colonised  by  Spain  some  centnries 
ago,  has  remained,  nntil  witnin  a  recent  period, 
uinost  entirely  concealed  behind  the  veil  of 
Spaidsh  policy ;  its  extent,  its  population,  and 
its  resources,  were  but  partiaUy  known,  and 
little  nnderstood  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  All 
at  once,  as  it  were,  thirty  millions  of  people 
{absented  themselves,  contending  for  their  lib- 
erties against  that  monarchy  which  had  so  long 
held  them  In  the  most  abject  vassalage.  They 
have  shown,  that  they  possessed  bravery  to 
obtdn,  and  virtne-to  mit^ntain  their  independ- 
ctioe:  instead  of  Spai^  Mdonlea,  thcj  present 
to  the  rest  <^  the  hnman  ftmily  seven  inde- 
pendent and  Bover^gn  BwnUics.  And  when 

Sotlemen  snppose  we  feu  no  sympathy  for 
eae  Bepnblics,  their  snppoEition  u  against 
nature,  and  against  £Bct.  These  Republics  look 
to  oar  institntions  as  the  model  for  their  own ; 
they  look  to  ns  as  impartial  and  disinterested 
fiwids,  who  desire  their  prosperity  and  inde- 
pradenoe,  and  as  willing  to  yield  them  any 
advice  or  counsel  which  onr  experience  may 
afford.  If  they  cannot  look  to  ns  as  friends  to 
tiieir  institntions,  to  whom  can  they  look !  To 
Swun,  to  France,  or  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns, 
who  are  anzioas  to  see  them  return  to  t£eir 
eolndalbcmdagef  Where  is  the  Republican 
Oownunent  on  earth  wiA  which  they  can 
oommone  freely,  except  It  is  onrs  ?  Through  all 
their  stnig^es,  Uiey  have  been  accompanied  by 
ear  wishes  for  their  snccess ;  they  have  shown 
ttie  utmost  friendship  for,  mi  confidence  in, 
OS ;  they  have  achieved  their  independence,  and 
have  agreed  to  hold  a  conncil  to  consult  on, 
and  to  devise  the  best  means  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  the  liberties  they  have  so  nobly 
VMi:  toafUnstimpwtantregiilationsoffriena- 
and  eoanmeroial  interooorse  among  them- 
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selves  and  with  other  natioua;  and  other  mat- 
ters, in  which  tiiis  country  is  also  deeply  inter- 
ested, are  to  be  discussed  and  settled  there ;  end 
they  have  invited  us  to  attend  their  delibws- 
tions,  by  our  Ministers  or  agents.  They  are 
our  neighbors ;  and  who  will  imajrine  that  we 
are  not  deeply  interested  in  their  &Eing  perma- 
nently and  firmly  their  Governments  on  the 
modtd  and  principles  of  oar  own,  and  of  laying 
a  sore  foundation  of  peroetoal  peace?  And 
shall  we  refuse  the  Mendly  invitation,  upon  so 
momentous  an  occasion,  in  the  final  results  oi 
which  onr  institntions,  our  peace,  our  commerce, 
and  the  principles  of  liberty,  be  so  essoi.- 
tially  and  vitally  affected? 

Bnt,  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  send  Ministers, 
for  fear  of  entangling  alliances.  What  ^ond, 
I  ask,  is  there  for  these  fears !  There  is  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  documents 
or  oorrespondenoe.  Bnt  the  letter  of  l£i.  Sala- 
zar  has  been  referred  to  as  concjuaive,  in  which 
he  says,  if  It  be  prtmer,  an  eventual  alliance 
may  be  formed."  And  in  what  spirit  was  this 
expression  made  ?  By  an  examination  of  the 
whole  oorrespondenoe  with  the  Republics  on 
the  snbject,  it  will  be  found  that  those  Repub- 
lics, reposing  in  us  the  utmost  confidence,  have 
intimated  a  wlUingnesB  to  be  guided,  in  a  good 
degree,  by  onr  counsels,  in  drawing  closer  to- 
gether the  bonds  of  friendship.  His  expression 
is,  "  if  it  be  not  improper ;  "  showing  that  he 
hims^  doubted  the  policy,  but,  at  uie  same 
time,  was  willing  to  submit  the  sul^ect  to  con- 
sideration. 

In  all  the  invitations  to  tUs  meeting,  including 
Ur.  Salazar's,  we  are  expressly  told  that  it  will 
not  be  exjpected  that  we  shall  take  any  step^ 
or  enter  mto  any  discosnou  or  negotiation^ 
which  wiU  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our 
neutrality ;  that  they  desire  onr  aid  in  discuss- 
ing such  topics,  and  settling  such  matters  only  • 
as  are  of  an  intereetdng  nature  to  ns,  and  suw 
as  are    common  interest  to  both  countries. 

Why  Aonld  they  desire  an  alltuice,  offendve 
or  defensive,  with  us  ?  The  time  when  they 
needed  onr  assistance  is  gone  by.  In  the  time 
of  their  stru^les  and  confiicts,  they  m^ht  have 
im^pned  an  allianoe  nsefnl  to  them.  But  now, 
when  not  an  enemy,  not  a  Spanish  bayonet,  is 
to  be  found  within  their  whole  country ;  when 
the  Allies  of  Europe  have  abandoned  all  designs 
against  them ;  when  England  has  become  their 
friend — at  least  in  commercial  relations — what 
need  have  they  for  alliances,  except  among 
themselves  t  Spain  is  unaUe  to  renew  the 
war ;  no  war,  in  fact,  exists — it  is  bnt  in  name. 
So  weak  and  powerless  is  the  Qovenui«it  of 
Spun,  that  it  has  had  to  renew  its  aigagements 
to  retun  the  French  troops  within  its  territories, 
to  sast^n  Ferdinand  on  the  throne. 

The  South  American  Republics  need  no  alli- 
ances with  03 ;  they  want  none ;  and  if  they 
did  I  should  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  it.  The 
President  has  expressly  told,  us  that  none  would 
be  contracted,  or  entered  into ;  and,  before  he 
would  aeeept  the  inTitatipiii  he  teUs  us  tba^ 
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"  amoDg  the  inqniriM  which  were  thonght  en- 
titled to  considenUion  before  the  detenDuiatioii 

was  taken  to  accept  the  invitation,  was  that, 
whether  the  measore  might  not  have  some  ten- 
dency to  change  the  policy  hitherto  invariablT 
pursued  hj  the  United  States,  of  avoiding  all 
entangling  alliances,  and  all  nnnecessary  for- 
eign connections."  Gould  anj  man  have  acted 
with  more  cantion  than  the  President  has,  be- 
fore he  woidd  accept  the  invitation,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  oar  acceptance,  and  sending  Min- 
isters, "  might  not  have  a  tendenoj  to  change 
oar  policy And  yet  some  gentlemen  contend 
that  tAiere  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  President 
intends  to  form  allianeeB.  Sir,  the  gentlemen 
iu  the  opposition  have  placed  theinselves  on 
difficult  ground  to  be  mainUUned,  of  arguing 
against  facts.  And,  if  the  facts  were  not  so 
faring  ag^nst  them,  yet,  in  support  of  their 
amenwneots,  they  wotdd  be  bonnd  at  least  to 
show,  ttiat  the  Bepnblics  of  South  America 
wished  to  enter  into  such  aUiance,  and  that  the 
President  intends  it ;  they  ought  to  show  both ; 
they  can  show  neither :  their  argument  stands 
without  proof— opposed  by  the  interests  and 
true  policy  of  both  ooontries,  and  to  the  decla- 
ration of  the  President. 

It  is  alleged,  that  one  luiguage  has  been  held 
on  the  ot£er  side  of  the  water,  and  another 
on  this  side,  in  regard  to  Ouba ;  and,  by  the 
way,  I  suppose,  of  adding  weight  to  the  chai^ 
it  is  tdso  said  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  which  contains  what  was 
said  over  the  water,  was  sent  to  the  Senate  and 
not  to  this  House.  Sir,  there  is  neither  incon- 
sistency nor  improprie^  in  the  laoguwe  used 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  in  withholding  that  pa- 
per from  this  House.  In  the  commnnication  to 
Sir.  Middleton,  the  Secretary,  in  urging  on  Rns- 
sia  the  necessity  and  importAnee  of  her  inter- 
fering with  Spam  to  get  her  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Soothem  Bepublics,  as  the 
only  means  Spain  had  of  resenruig  the  island 
of  Ouba,  tells  Mr.  Middleton,  as  much  as  this 
Government  desires  to  see  Cuba  rem^  in  the 
bands  of  Spain,  yet  the  President  does  not  see 
how  the  United  States  can  rightfully  interfere 
with  force  between  Spain  and  the  Republics,  to 
prevent  their  taking  it,  if  Sp^n  obstinately 
persists  in  protracting  the  war.  To  the  Qov- 
emment  of  Mexico,  the  Secretary  says,  the 
United  States  are  unwilling  to  see  Cuba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  requests  they  should  desist 
from  taking  it ;  but  he  did  not  add  that  the 
United  States  could  notrightftilly  interfere  with 
force  to  prevent  its  tranner ;  and  this  is  sub- 
Btantially  (for  I  do  not  pretend  to  qnote  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretair)  t^e  difference  com- 
plained ot,  and  so  much  dwelt  upon,  by  some 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition. 

The  object  of  tne  negotiation,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  was.  to  prevent  Cuba 
changing  masters,  and  to  bring  about  a  peace 
between  Spain  and  the  Bepablics,  by  getting 
Spain  to  acknowledge  tiktxr  independence, 
(mbft  wai  in  dn^w  of  bcong  taken  Mez- 
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loo  and  Colombia.  Bnsda  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  told  we  ooold  not  use  force  to  pro- 
vent  the  conquest;  but,  if  Spun  would  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  BepubKcs^ 
and  thereby  make  peace  with  them,  that  she 
would,  by  that  means,  be  able  to  hold  Cuba. 
This  view  of  the  subject,  it  was  hoped,  woold 
induce  Russia  and  France  to  interfere  and  pr&- 
v^  on  Spain  to  do  so — in  order  to  suspend 
the  enterprise  against  the  Island — until  the  re- 
sult of  the.n^tiation  should  be  known.  It 
was  said  to  Mexico  and  Colombia,  that  the 
United  States  are  unwilling  to  see  Cuba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  we  desire  yon  to  desist  from 
taking  it.  Suppose  the  Secretary  had  said  to 
Rossia,  after  requesting  her  mediation  with 
Spain  on  the  sabiect,  that  this  Government  wtU 
not  permit  the  Republics  to  take  Cnba,  where 
would  have  been  tne  inducement  to  Busna  to 
interfere,  or  for  Sp^n  to  yield  ?  Suppose  he 
bad  said  to  Mexico,  that,  uthough  the  United 
States  do  not  wish  Cuba  to  pass  out  of  the 
bands  of  Spain,  yet,  if  you  choose  to  take  it,  the 
President  cannot  see  any  ground  upon  which 
this  Government  can  interfere;  would  there 
have  been  any  inducement  for  them  to  have 
forborne  to  execute  the  enterprise  they  were 
preparing  against  Cuba?  What  ought  to  have 
been  siua  ?  Precisely  what  was  said — to  Rus- 
sia an  open  and  candid  view  of  the  policy  of 
this  Government  was  stated ;  and  to  the  Re- 
publics, the  wish  of  this  country  in  ngaA  to 
Cuba  was  also  furly  staged. 

But  the  opinion  that  we  could  not  rightfully 
interpose  with  force,  to  prevent  their  tiding  it, 
was  withheld,  leaving  them  to  conjecture  as  to 
the  course  that  would  be  pursued  iu  case  they 
made  the  attempt.  The  Republics  want  peace ; 
Spain  wants  to  retain  Cuba ;  and  Cuba  seems 
to  be  the  only  means  left  by  which  Spain  and 
the  Republics  can  be  brought  to  terms.  The 
negotiation  has  been  ably  and  properiy  conduct- 
ed, upon  fair  and  Jost  principles,  and  the  on]y 
impropriety  I  can  ace  in  the  whole  afiblr,  is  the 
publicatifni  of  the  letter  to  JSt.  IGddleton, 
pending  so  important  a  negotiation— a  Uiing 
altf^ther  nnprecedentcd  in  the  annals  of  our 
country.  If  the  Senate,  regardless  of  tlie  inter- 
ests of  our  country,  have  caused  that  letter  to 
be  published,  it  surely  can  form  ho  ground  for 
the  enemies  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  to  charge 
improper  conduct  on  the  President  or  Secreta- 
ry. The  reasons  which  influenced  the  Presi- 
dent to  withhold  that  letter  from  this  House 
must  be  obvious;  the  Executive  knew  it  ought 
not  to  be  made  pnblic  during  the  negotiation 
— it  accompanied  a  confidential  communicaU(ai 
to  the  Senate.  In  the  resolution  of  this  House 
he  was  told  that  it  was  not  dedred  he  should 
send  us  any  thing  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  pub- 
lic interest  reqmred  he  should  not  disclose.  The 
communication  to  this  Hoase  waa  understood 
as  intended  for  the  public  as  well  as  ourselves. 
He  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  sent  it  to  this 
House :  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  he  ii 
charged  on  this  floor  with  great  impn^rie^ 
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far  Bending  that  docnme&t  to  the  Senate,  where 
It  vas  expected  to  he  kept  from  pnblic  view 
nntil  tite  negotiatioD  was  ended,  and  for  not 
sending  it  to  this  Hoaae  to  be  made  public.  Sir, 
ff  he  had  done  as  the  gentlemen  complain  he 
did  not  do,  he  most  oertainly  wonld  have  done 
wrong — OS  it  has,  he  has  done  right.  Aiter 
the  pablioation  of  this  docamenthy  the  Senate, 
if  the  Republics  of  the  Sooth  do  not  take  Cuba, 
it  will  be  altogether  owing  to  their  frioidship 
and  regard  to  the  withes  and  interests  of  this 
aoimti7.  Before  It  was  pnUidwd  thej  oonld 
sot  know  bat  we  wotdd  emplo;^  force  to  pre- 
Tent  their  taking  it-^iow  thej  know  we  will 
Dot  interpose.  They  have  the  strongest  possi- 
Ue  indncements  to  take  it.  It  is  a  rich  prize 
— but  it  is  more :  it  serves  Sp£un  as  a  rallying 
point  for  offensive  operations  against  Mexico, 
0(4ombia,  and  Qoatemala,  being  situated  near 
to  each  of  these  Repnblics.  And  so  long  as 
Spain  holds  that  island,  and  continues  the  war, 
each  of  these  Gh>Temment8  will  be  compelled 
to  keep  np  a  force  to  protect  themselves  from 
Invanon  from  it ;  a  force  in  each,  more  than 
eonqMtent  to  anbdne  Onba,  Neither  can  they 
tall  at  what  moment  an  invasion  may  be  at- 
tempted. And  can  we  e^>ect  that  they  will 
oontinne  to  endure  this  expense,  as  well  as  the 
constant  apprehension  of  mvasioiif  merely  to 
oblige  ns !  Wonld  we,  placed  in  their  Bitosntn, 
forbear  to  rid  ourselves  of  snoh  an  expense  and 
such  an  annoyance  f  And,  if  we  wonld  not,  can 
we  expect  it  from  others,  and  can  it  be  expect- 
ed that  we  should  make  war  agunst  the  Bepnb- 
Bos  for  Spain  t  We  do  not  want  the  island  of 
Cuba :  it  is  contrary  to  onr  policy,  to  our  set- 
tled principles,  and  oor  tme  interests,  to  have 
eolonies ;  and  it  is  a  policy  we  shall  adhere  to 
so  long  as  we  shall  entertain  a  dne  sense  of  onr 
Interests  Ko^  rir,  we  do  not  want  Ooba  nor 
Ouiada.  We  wonld  not  have  dther  to-mor- 
nw,  if  they  were  offered  to  ns.  We  have 
territory  enough  for  thestf  flf^  years  at  least; 
and  we  are  happy  and  prDq>enniB  under  our 
Iffeaent  policy ;  and  I  never  wish  to  see  it 
flbao^ed  in  that  respect. 

It  IS  oar  interest  that  Gaba  shall  remain  as 
it  IS.  I  deny  the  right  of  England  or  France, 
or  any  European  power,  to  take  Ouba — it  is  no 
point  of  annoyance  to  them — it  does  not  lie 
ooQtignoos  to  them ;  and  onr  interest  and  safety 
admonish  us  it  ought  not  to  pass  into  the  huids 
of  any  of  the  groat  maritime  powers.  They 
might  be  disposed  to  hlookade  the  Hisdsrippi^ 
«  create  a  system  of  monopoly  in  the  island. 
It  would  be  a  convenimt  pmnt  fhmi  which  to 
make  invasions  on  the  Southwn  States  of  onr 
Union ;  and  we  mnsL  therefore,  take  care  it 
does  not  fall  into  such  hands,  peaceably  nor  for- 
eibly.  But,  if  it  must  pass  from  Spain,  I  cannot 
My  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(v.  Hamilton,)  that  I  would  rather  it  ahonld 
go  into  tiie  hands  of  England.  No,  sir,  if  it 
moat  pass  from  Spun,  and  if  it  can  go  without 
a  recurrence  of  the  blood  and  confusion  of  St. 
Domingo^  I  had  rather  it  ihould  pua  into  Uw 


CH.  w  B. 

hands  of  Kexico,  who  is  our  neighbor,  ioiA  not 
our  rival. 
7ha  House  a^onmed. 


Fbidat,  April  14. 
Miteion  to  Panama. 
The  House  having  agiun  resomed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  approving  the  Mission  to  Fanap 
ma.  with  the  amendments  propodng  a  qualifi- 
cation to  the  general  ^jHresBm  of  approbation 
thereof— 

Mr.  Webstxb  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hx.  Chairman :  I  am  not  ambitioas  of  ampli- 
fying this  discussion.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
my  anxious  wish  to  confine  the  debate,  so  Uit 
as  I  partake  in  it,  to  the  real  and  material  ques- 
tions before  ns. 

Our  judgment  of  things  is  liable,  doubtless, 
to  be  affected  by  onr  opinions  of  men.  It 
would  1)6  affectation  in  me,  or  in  any  one,  to 
claim  an  exemption  from  this  possibility  of 
bias.  I  can  say,  however,  that  it  has  hem  my 
sincere  purpose  to  consider  and  discuss  the 
present  snl^ect  with  the  rinf^e  view  of  finding 
out  what  dnty  it  devolves  up<m  me,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  any 
thing  has  diverted  me  from  that  sole  aim,  it  has 
been  agunst  my  intention. 

I  think,  sir,  tiiat  there  are  two  qnestions,  and 
two  only  for  our  decision.  The  first  is,  wheth- 
er the  House  of  Representatives  will  assume  the 
responsibility  of  withholding  the  ordinary  ap; 
{iropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  an  Execu- 
tive measure,  which  the  Executive  Department 
has  constitutionally  instituted!  The  seccmd, 
whether,  if  it  will  not  withhold  the  q>propriMr 
tion,  it  will  yet  take  the  reeponsibUlty  ctf  inter- 
potdng  with  its  own  opinicms,  directions,  or  in- 
structions, as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  par- 
ticular Executive  measure  shall  be  conducted! 

I  am,  certainly,  in  the  n^ative,  on  both  these 
propositions;  I  am  neither  willing  to  refuse  the 
appropriation,  nor  am  I  willing  to  limit  or  re- 
strain the  disoretioQ  of  the  Executive  before- 
hand, as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  per- 
form it«  own  appropriate  constitutional  duties. 
And,  sir,  those  of  us  who  hold  these  opini<»u 
have  the  advantage  of  being  on  the  common 
highway  of  our  national  politics.  We  propose 
n<^ing  new  \  we  sn^^I^  ^  change ;  we  ad- 
here to  the  uniform  practice  <^  the  Government, 
as  I  understand  it,  from  its  ori^^n.  It  is  fw 
those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  in  &vor  of 
either  or  both  of  the  propositions,  to  show  us 
the  cogent  reasons  whicn  recommend  their 
adoption.  The  duty  is  on  them  to  satisfy  the 
House  and  the  country  that  there  is  something 
in  the  present  occasion  which  calls  for  such  an 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  interference. 

The  President  and  Senate  have  instituted  a 
pnblic  mission,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with 
foreign  States.  The  constitution  fpves  to  tiie 
Prendeut  the  power  <tf  ^pcdntin^  with  the 
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oonsent  of  the  Senate,  Ambasaadora,  and  oth- 
er publio  Hiniatera.  Snob  appointment  is, 
therefore,  a  clear  and  nnqaestion^le  exer- 
ts of  Eiecntive  power.  It  is,  indeed,  less 
connected  with  the  ^propriate  daties  of  this 
Hoose  than  almost  an;  other  Ezecntive  act,  be- 
caase  the  office  of  a  public  Minister  is  not  crea- 
ted by  any  statute  or  law  of  our  own  Qovem- 
ment.  It  exists  nnder  the  law  of  nations,  and 
is  recognized  as  existiog  by  OUT  eonstitntiont 
The  Bots  of  OongresL  indeed,  limit  the  aalariea 
d  pnbUo  Ministers ;  but  they  do  no  more.  Ev- 
ery thing  else  in  regard  to  the  i4>pointment  of 
public  Ministers,  their  numbers,  the  time  of 
their  appointment,  and  the  negotiations  con- 
templated in  such  appointments,  is  matter  for 
Executive  discretion,  Evny  new  appcdotmdnt 
to  supply  Tacanoles  in  existing  misaion&  is  un- 
der the  same  authority.  There  are,  indeed, 
what  we  commonly  term  standing  missions,  so 
known  .in  the  pracmoe  of  the  Government,  but 
they  are  not  made  so  by  any  law.  All  mis- 
irions  rest  on  the  sune  ground.  Now  the  ques- 
tioa  is  whether  the  President  and  Senate,  nav- 
ing  created  t^s  mtsrifm,  or,  in  other  words, 
hATing  ^ipointed  the  Mliristera^  in  the  exenAw 
of  th«r  undoubted  ocnutitntiknial  power,  this 
House  will  take  upon  itself  the  responribiHtj  of 
defeating  its  objects,  and  rendering  this  exer- 
cise of  EzecntiTe  power  void  f 

By  voting  the  salaries  in  the  ordinary  way, 
we  assume,  as  it  seems  to  me,  no  responsibility 
whatever.  We  merely  empower  another  brwoh 
of  the  Oovenunent  to  diecnarge  its  own  i4>prQ- 
priate  daties,  in  that  mode  which  seems  to  it- 
self most  oondooive  to  the  publio  interests.  We 
are,  by  so  voting,  no  more  reqwnnble  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  negotiation  shall  be  con- 
ducted, than  we  are  for  the  manner  in  which 
one  of  the  ]&ad8<tf  Departnuntomi^dlacliatge 
the  dntaes  of  his  oiBee. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  «e  withhtdd  the  ordi- 
nary means,  we  do  ilot  incnr  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility.  We  interfere,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  Qovemment  according 
to  constitutional  forms  and  provisions.  It  ought 
•onstanUy  to  be  remembered  that  our  whole 
power,  in  the  case,  is  merdy  incidental.  It  is 
<Hily  because  public  Ministers  must  have  sala- 
ries, like  oth^  offioera,  and  because  no  salaries 
can  be  paid,  but  by  our  vote,  that  the  subject  is 
referred  to  us  atidL  The  coostitutiMi  vesta  the 
power  of  ^iptnntmHit  in  the  President  and  Sm- 
ate ;  the  law  (^ves  to  the  PresideBt  even  the 
power  of  fixing  tiie  amotmt  of  salai?,  within 
certain  limits;  and  the  only  question  here  Is 
upon  the  apiuvpriaticm.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  have  the  power,  if  we  see  fit  to  exer- 
dse  it  to  break  up  the  mission,  by  withholding 
the  salaries ;  we  have  power  also  to  break  up  the 
court,  by  withholding  the  salaries  of  the  Jna^ 
or  to  break  up  the  office  of  President,  by  with- 
holding the  salary  provided  for  it  by  law.  All 
these  uiinga,  it  is  true,  we  have  the  power  to  do, 
since  we  h(Ad  the  keys  of  the  Treasury.  But,  then, 
oaa  w«  rigfatftiUj  exerdae  this  power!  The 


[Mxm,  1896. 

gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buohanas',) 
with  whom  I  have  groat  pleasure  in  concurring 
on  this  partof  the  case,  while  I  regret  that  I  differ 
with  htm  on  others,  has  placed  this  qnestion  in 
a  point  of  view  which  cannot  be  i  improved. 
These  officers  do,  indeed,  already  exist  They 
are  public  Ministers.  If  they  were  to  ne^ti- 
ate  a  treal7,  and  the  Senate  should  ratify  it,  it 
would  become  a  law  of  the  land,  whether  we 
voted  thebr  aalariee  or  not.  This  ahows  that 
t^e  c(mstitati<m  never  ocmtemplated  that  the 
House  of  Bepresentatlvea  shoud  act  a  part  in 
wiginating  n^tiations  or  ctmolnding  tieaUea;. 

Iknow,  rir,  it  isausdess  labor  to  discuss  the 
kind  of  power  which  this  House  incidentallx 
holds  in  these  cases.  Men  will  difi'er  in  thmt 
particular;  and,  as  the  forms  of  public  bnsi- 
nese  and  of  the  constitnticm  are  such  that  the 
power  may  bo  exercised  by  this  House,  there 
will  always  be  some,  or  always  may  be  some, 
who  feel  inclined  to  exercise  it.  For  myself^  I 
feel  bound  not  to  step  out  of  my  own  sphere, 
end  neither  to  exercise  nor  control  any  aothor- 
ity,  of  which  tiie  constitution  has  intended  to 
lodge  tbe  free  and  nno(»istraiBed  ezernse  in 
other  hands.  Oases  ot  extreme  necessi^,  in 
which  a  regard  for  paUlc  safe^  is  to  be  tiie  su- 
preme law,  or  rather  to  take  place  all  Imr, 
must  be  allowed  to  provide  fOT  themselves  wh» 
they  arise.  Beasonmg  from  snob  possible  cases 
will  shed  no  light  on  the  general  path  of  onr 
constitutional  duty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  our  fortune  to  be  called 
upon  to  act  our  part,  as  pubhc  men,  at  a  most 
inter^ng  era  in  human  affairs.  The  ^ort 
period  of  your  life,  and  of  mine,  has  been  thick 
and  crowded  with  the  most  important  events. 
Not  (Hily  new  intwests  and  new  relations  have 
qmmg  np  among  States,  but  new  societies,  new 
nations,  and  funiliee  of  nations,  have  risen  to 
take  their  places,  and  perform  their  parts,  in 
the  order  uid  the  interoonrse  of  the  world. 
Every  man,  aspiring  to  the  character  of  a 
statesman,  must  endeavor  to  enlanie  his  views 
to  meet  this  new  state  of  things.  He  must 
at  adequate  comprebennon,  and,  instead  of 
being  satisfied  with  that  narrow  political  sa- 
gacity, which,  like  the  power  of  minute  vision, 
sees  small  things  accurately,  but  can  see  noth- 
ing else,  he  must  look  to  the  far  horizon,  and 
embrace,  in  his  broad  survey,  whatever  the 
series  of  recent  events  has  brought  into  con- 
nection, near  w  remote^  with  the  oountiy 
whose  mt«est  he  stndies  to  serve.  We  hav« 
seen  eight  States,  fbrmed  ontfrfccdonies  ononr 
own  continent,  assume  tiie  rank  of  nations. 

This  is  a  mighty  revolution ;  and,  when  w« 
consider  what  an  extent  of  the  surface  of  the 
globe  they  cover;  through  what  climates  they 
extend;  what  population  they  contain,  and 
what  new  impulses  they  must  derive  from  this 
change  of  Government,  we  cannot  but  perceive 
that  great  effects  are  likely  to  be  produced  on 
the  intercourse  and  the  interests  of  the  civil- 
ised world.  Indeed,  it  has  been  forcibly  s^ 
by  the  Intelligent  and  distSngoisfaed  stataamaa  * 
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vho  eondnota  the  foreign  rdatiooa  of  England, 
that  when  we  now  speak  of  Sorope  and  the 
world,  we  mean  Europe  and  America;  and 
that  the  different  STstems  of  these  two  portions 
of  the  globe,  and  their  several  and  varions  in- 
tereets,  most  be  thorooghly  studied  and  nicely 
balanced  by  the  statesmen  of  the  times. 

In  many  re^>eotB,  sir,  the  European  and  the 
Amerioan  nations  are  alike.  They  are  alike 
Obristian  States,  civilized  States,  and  oonmier- 
oal  Statefl.  They  have  access  to  the  same 
oommon  fonntaina  of  intelligenoe ;  they  all 
draw  from  those  sooroes  which  belong  to  the 
vliole  civilized  world.  In  knowledge  and  let- 
ters, in  the  arts  of  peaoe  and  war,  tltey  differ 
In  degrees ;  bat  they  bear,  nevertheless,  a  gen- 
eral resemblanoe.  On  the  other  band,  in  mat- 
ters of  government  and  social  institutions,  the 
nations  on  this  continent  are  fonnded  npon 
principles  which  never  did  prevful^  in  consiaer- 
able  estent,  either  at  any  other  time,  or  in  any 
other  place.  There  has  never  been  presented 
to  the  mind  of  man  a  more  interesting  saUect 
of  emtonplatioa  than  the  estabUshraent  of  so 
many  nations  ia  Ainerioa,  partaking  in  the  civ- 
ilization and  in  the  arte  of^  the  Old  World,  bat 
having  left  behind  them  those  cambroaa  insti- 
totioiis  which  had  their  oririn  in  a  dark  and 
military  age.  Whatsoever  European  experi- 
ence has  developed,  favorable  to  the  freedom 
•od  the  Iiappinees  of  man ;  whatsoever  Karo- 
pean  genins  has  invented  for  his  improvement 
or  gratification ;  whatsoever  of  refinement  or 
polish  the  colture  of  European  society  presents 
for  his  adoption  or  ei^oyment — all  this  is 
ofiered  to  man  in  America,  with  the  additional 
advantages  of  the  fall  power  of  erecting  forma 
of  Government  on  free  and  ^ple  prindples, 
witfaont  overtnmiDg  institationB  suited  to  times 
km^  passed,  bat  too  strongly  aapported  either 
interests  or  pr^ndioea  to  be  shaken  with- 
oirt  ooovnlsions.  This  unprecedented  state  of 
things  presents  the  h^piest  of  all  occasions  for 
an  attempt  to  establi^  national  intercourse 
npon  improved  principles — upon  principles  tend- 
ing to  peace,  and  the  mutual  prosperity  of  no- 
tions. In  this  respect,  America,  the  whole  of 
0  America,  has  a  new  career  before  her.  If  we 
look  back  on  the  history  of  Europe,  we  see 
bow  great  a  portion  of  the  last  two  centuries 
her  States  have  been  at  war  for  interests  con- 
nected mdnly-  witH  her  feudal  monarchies; 
wars  for  partioolar  dynastiea ;  wars  to  sapport 
or  defeat  particular  saoceanons;  wars  to  en- 
large or  onrtail  the  dominions  of  particular 
ooms;  wars  to  snpport  or  dissolve  fanuly 
alliances ;  wars,  in  fine,  to  support  or  to  resist 
religions  intolerance.  What  long  and  bloody 
ch^ters  do  these  not  fill,  in  the  history  of  Eu- 
ropean pohtioa  I  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
doee  not  rejoice  to  see,  that  America  has  a  glo- 
rioos  chanoe  of  escaping  at  least  these  causes 
of  contention  ?  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
does  not  rejoice  to  see,  that  on  this  continent, 
]Wdw  other  forms  of  OoTemmenL  we  have 
Mum  01  the  oolde  heme  of  being  wle,  br  the 
Touli— 11 
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mere'  influence  of  civil  liberty  and  religions 
toleration^  to  dry  up  these  outpouring  foantaina 
of  blood,  and  to  eztingaiah  these  consuming 
fires  of  war  ?  The  general  opinion  of  the  age 
favors  such  hopes  and  sach  prospects.  There 
is  a  growing  disposition  to  treat  the  iutercourse 
of  nations  more  like  the  useful  intercourse  oi 
friends— philosophy,  jtist  views  of  miti<mal  ad- 
vantage good  sense,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon roligKHi,  aoA  an  inoreadng  oonviotion  that 
war  is  not  the  interest  of  the  hnman  race — all 
concur  to  increase  the  interest  created  by  thia 
new  accession  to  the  list  of  nations. 

We  have  heard  it  sud,  sir,  that  the  topic  of 
South  American  independenoe  is  worn  out,  and 
threadbare.  Such  it  may  be,  dr,  to  those  who 
have  contemplated  it  merely  aa  an  article  of 
newsj  like  the  fluctuation  of.  the  markets,  or 
the  nse  and  fall  of  stocks,  finch  it  may  be,  to 
th(»e  minds  who  can  see  no  consequeaoes  fol- 
lowing from  these  great  events.  But,  whoever 
has  either  understood  their  present  importance^ 
or  can  at  all  estimate  their  future  inflnenoe— 
whoever  has  reflected  on  the  new  relataona 
they  introduce  with  oUier  States—whoevw, 
among  onrseWes  en>eoially,  has  meditated  on 
the  new  relations  which  we  now  bear  to  thenif 
and  the  striking  attitude  in  which  we  ourselves 
are  now  placed,  as  the  oldest  of  the  American 
nations,  will  feel  that  the  topic  can  never  be 
without  interest ;  and  will  oe  sensible  that, 
whether  we  are  wise  enough  to  perceive  it  or 
not,  the  establishment  of  Sonth  American  In- 
dependence will  affect  all  nations,  and  our- 
selves, perhi^  more  than  any  other,  through 
all  commg  time. 

But,  sir,  although  tbo  independence  of  these 
new  States  seems  effectoally  accomplished,  yet 
a  lingeriag  and  hopeleBS  war  is  kept  up  agunst 
tbem  by  E^Min.  This  Is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
by  all  nations.  To  Spain  it  la,  as  every  reason- 
able man  sees,  useless,  and  without  hope.  To 
the  new  Statea  thenuelvea,  It  is  burdensome 
and  afflictive.  To  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations,  it  is  annoying  and  vexatious.  There 
seems  to  be  something  of  the  pertinacity  of  the 
Spanish  character  in  holding  on  in  sudi  a  des- 
perate course.  It  reminds  ns  of  the  seventy 
years  during  which  Spain  resisted  the  inde- 
pendence of  Holland.  I  think,  however,  that 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  war 
approaches  to  ita  end. .  I  believe  that  the  meas- 
nres  ado^ited  by  our  own  Government  have  had 
an  efl^m  tending  to  produce  that  result.  I  un- 
derstand, at  least,  that  the  question  of  recog- 
nition has  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
Spanish  Government;  and  it  may  be  h<^>ed 
that  a  war,  which  Spain  finds  to  be  so  expen- 
sive, which  the  whole  world  tolls  her  is  so 
hopeless,  and  which,  if  continued,  now  thieat- 
ens  her  with  new  dangers^  she  may,  ere  k>ng, 
have  the  prudence  to  terminate. 

Our  own  oourse,  during  this  contest  between 
Spun  and  her  colonies,  is  well  known.  Thongb 
entirely  ^d  s^ctiy  neutral,  we  were  in  favcMr 
of  ear^  Tooognittoo.  Oar  c^inkms  vm  wtlk 


JUittio»  to  Panama. 
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known  to  the  Allied  SovereignB  when  in  Oon- 
gretB  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  1818,  at  which 
time  the  affairs  of  Spun  and  her  coI(uiiea  'were 
under  consideration ;  and,  probably^  the  knowl- 
edge of  those  sentiments,  together  with  the 
poUoj  adopted  b^  England,  prevented  any  in- 
terference by  other  powers  at  that  time.  Yet 
we  tiave  treated  Bpam  with  sompulons  delica- 
crr.  We  aoted  on  the  case  as  one  of  civil  war. 
We  treated  with  the  new  Governments  as  Gov- 
ernments dttfaeUi.  Not  qneetioniDg  tiM  ri^t 
(tf  Bpam  to  coerce  t^iem  back  to  tbw*  old  obe- 
dience,  if  she  had  the  power,  we  ^et  held  it  to 
be  oar  right  to  deal  with  them  as  with  existing 
Govemraents  in  fact,  when  the  m(unent  arrived 
at  which  it  became  apparent  and  manifest  that 
the  dominion  of  Bpain  over  these  her  ancient 
colonies,  was  at  an  end.  Onr  right,  onr  inter- 
est, and  oar  daty,  all  oononrred  at  that  moment 
to  recommend  recognition — and  we  did  re- 
eognize. 

it  is  asked,  we  send  IGnisters  to  a  Oon- 
gress,  composed  altogether  of  belligerents,  is  it 
not  a  breach  trf  neatralitf  t  Oertaiolj  not : 
no  man  oin  it  is.  Suppose,  rir,  that  these 
lOnisters  from  the  new  uatead  of  Pan- 
ama, were  to  assemble  at  Bogota,  where  we 
already  have  a  Minister ;  thdir  cooncils,  at  that 
plaoe,  might  be  belligerent,  while  the  war 
ahoold  last  with  Spain.  Bat  should  we,  on 
that  account,  recall  oar  Hinister  from  Bogota! 
mie  whole  argument  rests  on  this;  that  be- 
oanse,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  agenta 
of  the  South  American  Governments  may  ne- 
gotiate about  their  own  relations  with  each 
other,  in  regard  to  tiieir  oommou  war  against 
Spain,  therefore  we  cannot,  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  negotiate  with  them,  or  any  at 
them,  upon  onr  own  neutral  and  eommerdal 
rdationa.  This  proposition,  cannot  be 
maintained ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  inferouMB 
fr<nn  it  fdl. 

Bat,  sir,  I  see  no  proof  that,  as  between 
themselves^  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  South 
American  States  are  to  possess  other  than 
diplomatio  powers.  I  refer  to  t^e  treaties, 
which  are  essentially  alike^  and  whioh  have 
been  (^n  read. 

With  two  exceptions,  which  I  will  notice, 
the  articles  of  these  treaties,  describing  the 
powers  of  the  Congress,  are  sobatantially  like 
those  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1814,  providing 
finr  the  Ocmmss  of  Vienna.  It  was  uiere  stipu- 
lated that  ul  the  powers  shonld  send  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Vienna,  to  regalate,  in  general  Con- 
greBs,  the  arrangements  to  complete  ^e  provi- 
dons  of  the  present  treaty.  Now,  it  might 
have  been  here  asked,  how  regulate  f  How  reg- 
ulate in  general  Congress  ? — regalate  by  votes  i 
Sir,  nobody  asked  mush  questions ;  dm|)ly  be- 
cause it  was  to  he  a  Congress  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, The  two  exceptions  which  X  have 
mentioned,  are,  ttiat  this  Congress  is  to  act  as 
s  Council,  and  to  interpret  treaties ;  but  there 
ii  notlung,  in  either  of  these,  to  be  done,  whioh 
maj  not  be  dune  dipknultioally.    What  i» 


more  oranmon  than  diplomatic  intocouiw  to 
ex[Adn  and  to  interpret  treaties!  Or  wbat 
more  frequent  than  that  nations,  having  a  com- 
mon oljject,  interchmge  mutual  coniuels  and 
advice,  throogh  the  medinm  of  their  respective 
Ministers  f  To  bring  this  matter,  sir,  to  the 
test,  let  me  ask,  when  these  Ministers  assemblo 
at  Panama,  can  they  do  any  thing  but  accord- 
ing to  their  instruotions  I  Have  they  any  or- 
ganixation,  any  power  of  action,  or  any  rule  of 
action,  comnum  to  them  allf  Ko  more,  sir, 
than  the  rewective  Ulnieters  at  the  OnigreBS 
of  Vienna.  Eveiy  thing^  is  settied  by  the  use 
of  the  word  Plenipotentiary.  That  proves  the 
meeting  to  be  diplomatio,  and  noUting  else. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  Plenipotentiuy  member  of 
the  Lcf^ature  t — a  Plenipotentiary  bargees  of 
a  ci^  f — or  a  Plenipotentiary  kn^t  of  the  shire  I 

We  may  dismiss  all  fears,  nr,  aridng  ftom 
the  natare  of  this  meeting.  Our  agents  wiU  go 
there,  if  ihey  go  at  all,  in  the  character  <^ 
Ministers,  protected  by  the  public  law,  nego- 
tiating only  for  ourselves,  ana  not  called  on  to 
violate  any  neutral  duty  of  t^eir  own  Govern- 
ment. If  it  be  so,  that  this  meeting  has  otiber 
powers,  in  conseqnence  of  other  arrangements 
hetweMi  other  States — ot  which  I  see  no 
proof— atill  we  are  not  party  to  tiiese  arrange- 
ments, nor  can  be,  in  any  way,  affected  oy 
them.  As  far  as  this  Govemmwt  is  oon- 
oemed,  nothing  can  be  done,  but  by  negotia- 
tion, as  in  other  cases. 

I  must  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee to  an  important  point  in  the  di8cussi<m 
— ^I  mean  the  deduction  of  the  President  in 
1828.  Not  only  as  a  member  of  the  Honse, 
but  aa  a  tntizen  of  the  country,  I  have  an  anx- 
ious dfldre  that  tiiis  part  of  onr  public  hi^iy 
should  stand  in  its  proper  light.  Sir,  in  my 
Jnd^ient  the  oounb^  has  a  very  hi^  hmor, 
connected  witii  that  oocurreuce,  which  we  may 
maintain,  or  which  we  may  sacrifloch  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  part  of  its  treasures  of  rcputatitm; 
and,  for  one,  I  intend  to  guard  it. 

Sir,  let  us  recur  to  the  important  ptditical 
events  whioh  led  to  that  declaration,  or  accom- 
panied it  In  the  fkll  of  1622,  the  allied  sov- 
ereigns held  their  Congress  at  Verona,  The  9 
great  subject  of  conaderatlon  was  the  condi- 
tion of  Spun,  that  country  then  beii^  under 
the  government  of  the  Cortes.  The  question 
was,  whether  Ferdinand  sKoald  be  reinstated 
in  all  his  nuthoritr,  by  the  intervention  of  for- 
eign fOToe.  Buaria,  Fniaaia,  France,  and  Aua- 
tna,  were  indined  to  that  measure ;  I^^and 
dIsBMited  and  protested;  but  the  course  was 
agreed  on,  ana  France,  with  the  consent  ot 
these  other  continental  powers,  took  the  con- 
duct of  the  operation  into  her  own  hands.  In 
the  spring  of  1828,  a  French  army  was  sent 
into  Spain.  Its  success  was  complete.  The 
popalar  Government  was  overthrown,  and  Fer- 
diiUnd  re-establiahed  in  all  his  power.  This  in- 
vasion, sir,  was  determined  on,  and  undertaken, 
predsely  on  the  doctrines  which  the  allied 
iPA"«^*  had  proclaimed  the  year  before  at 
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X^ybach ;  and  th&t  ia,  that  ihsj  had  a  right  to 
tBterCere  in  llie  eoncems  of  another  State,  and 
lefonn  its  Government,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  its  bad  example :  this  bad  example, 
be  it  remembered,  always  being  the  example  of 
free  Government.  Kow,  sir,  acting  on  this  prin- 
(^e  ol  supposed  dimgeroas  example,  and  hav- 
ing put  down  the  example  of  the  Oortea  in 
8(«in,  it  was  natural  to  inquire  with  what  eyes 
uey  would  look  on  the  colonies  of  Spain,  that 
Twe  followioK  still  worse  examples.  Wonld 
Cog  Ferdinai^  and  bis  allies  be  content  widi 
That  had  been  done  in  Sp^n  itself,  or  would 
ha  ac^icit  their  aid,  and  was  it  lue^  they 
▼oold  grant  it,  to  subdue  his  rebelUouB  Ameri- 
etn  provinces? 

Sirj  it  was  in  this  posture  of  afFkirs,  on  an 
oeoasnn  wMch  has  already  been  alluded  to, 
that  I  ventured  to  say,  early  in  the  sesdon  of 
December,  1823,  that  these  allied  monarohs 
might  probably  turn  their  attention  to  Ameri- 
ca; that  America  came  within  thur  avowed 
doctrine,  and  that  her  example  might  very  pos- 
ribly  attract  their  notice.  The  doctrines  of 
I^ybach  were  not  limited  to  aoy  continent; 
Spain  had  colonies  in  America,  and,  having  re- 
formed Boain.  faersel£  to  the  true  standard,  it 
was  not  impoeeible  that  they  mi^t  see  fit  to 
Amttdete  the  work,  by  reconoUuig,  in  their 
v^y,  the  oolomea  to  the  nutlilier  oountiy. 
Now,  aiy  it  did  so  happen,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Bpamsh  king  was  completely  re-estabHshed,  he 
did  invite  the  co-operation  of  his  allies  in  re- 
to  South  America.  In  the  same  month  of 
mber,  1888,  a  formal  invitation  was  ad- 
dressed, by  Spain,  to  the  courts  of  St  Peters- 
boTE  Vienna,  Berlin,  aod  Paris,  proponng  to 
establish  a  conference  at  Paris,  in  order  that 
the  Plenipotentiaries,  there  assembled,  might 
ud  Spun  m  adjusting  the  affairs  of  her  revolt- 
ed provinces.  These  affairs  were  pr(n>osed  to 
be  adjusted  In  such  manner  as  should  retain 
the  eoverei^ty  ot  Spain  over  thenr;  and, 
though  the  oo-operation  of  the  allies,  \^  force 
of  arms,  was  aot  directly  B<^olted,  each  was 
eridently  the  oyect  aimed  at. 

The  King  of  Spain,  in  making  this  request  to 
^  members  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  argued  as 
it  has  been  seen  he  might  argne.  He  quoted 
titwr  own  doctrines  of  iXybach,  and  he  pointed 
out  the  pernicloos  example  of  America;  and 
he  reminded  them  that  their  success  in  Spun 
itNlf,  had  paved  the  way  for  sncceBsfol  opera- 
tiwB  against  the  spirit  of  liberty  on  this  side 
tbsAtlantie. 

Tbe  proposed  meetlnK,  however,  £d  not  take 
iboe.  England  had  already  taken  a  decked 
(xnne:  for,  as  eariy  as  October,  Ur.  Cannteg, 
fa  a  conference  with  the  French  Minister  in 
I^ondoD,  informed  him,  distinctly  and  express- 
ly, that  En^and  would  oonnder  any  foreign 
interference,  by  force  or  menace,  in  the  dis- 
pute between  Spun  and  the  colonies,  as  a  mo- 
^  for  recognizing  the  latter  without  delay. 

It  is  probable  this  determini^on  of  the 
hbUi  Gorenunait  was  known  here  at  the 
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commencement  of  the  sesrion  of  Oongress; 
and  it  was  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
in  tills  crisis,  that  lEr.  Monroe's  detuaration 
was  made.  It  was  not  tiien  ascertained  wheth- 
er a  meeting  of  the  allies  would,  or  would  not, 
take  place,  to  concert  with  Spain  the  means  of 
re-establisning  her  power;  but  it  was  plain 
enough  they  would  be  pressed  by  Spun  to  aid 
her  operations ;  and  it  was  plain  enough,  also, 
that  they  had  no  ^mrticluar  liking  to  what  was 
taking  place  on  this  side  the  Atiantic,  nor  any 
great  dtdnelination  to  interfere.  This  was  the 
posture  of  affairs ;  and,  sir,  I  concur  wiHrelj 
in  the  sentiment  expressed  in  tiie  resolution  of 
a  gentleman  fhim  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  MasK'- 
LBT,)  that  this  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  was 
wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate, 
to  have  been  a  loose  and  vague  declaration.  It 
was,  I  believe,  sufficiently  studied.  I  have 
understood,  from  good  authority,  that  it  was 
considered,  weighed,  and  distinctly  and  decid- 
edly approved,  by  every  one  of  the  President's 
advisers,  at  that  time.  Our  Government  could 
not  adopt,  on  that  occasion,  precisely  the 
course  which  England  bad  taken.  England 
threatened  the  immediate  recognition  m  the 
provinces,  if  the  allift  durald  take  part  with 
Spidn  i^ainst  them.  Ve  bad  already  recog- 
nized them.  It  remained,  therefore,  only  for 
our  Government  to  say,  how  we  should  con- 
sider a  combination  of  the  allied  powers  to 
afifect  objects  in  America,  as  affecting  our- 
selves ;  and  the  Message  was  intended  to  say, 
what  it  does  say,  that  we  should  regard  such 
combination  as  dangerous  to  us.  Sir,  I  agree 
with  those  who  maintcun  tbe  proposition,  and 
I  contend  against  those  who  deny  It,  that  the 
Message  did  mean  something;  that  it  meant 
much ;  and  I  maintain,  against  both,  that  the 
declaration  effected  much  good,  answered  the 
end  deigned  by  it,  did  great  honor  to  the 
forasigfat  and  the  ^rit  of  the  Government, 
and  t^t  it  cannot  now  be  taken  back,  retract 
ed,  or  annnlled,  without  disgrace.  It  met,  sir, 
with  the  entire  ooncnrrenoe,  and  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  ooont^.  The  tone  which 
it  uttered  found  a  corresponding  response  in 
the  breasts  of  the  free  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  people  saw,  and  they  rejoiced  to 
see,  that,  on  a  fit  occacdon,  our  weight  had  been 
thrown  into  the  right  scale,  and  that,  without 
departing  from  our  duty,  we  had  done  some- 
thing useful,  and  something  effectual,  for  the 
cause  of  civil  liberty.  One  general  ^ow  of 
exnltation-^one  universal  fSeeUng  of  the  grati- 
fied love  of  liber^— one  conscious  and  proud 
perception  of  tb«  oonrideration  which  the 
oonntry  possessed  of  the  respect  and  honor 
which  belonged  to  it — pervaaed  all  bosoms. 
Possibly  the  public  enthusiasm  went  too  far : 
it  certidnly  did  go  far. 

But,  sir,  the  sentiment  which  this  declaration 
inspired  was  not  confined  to  ourselves.  Its 
force  was  felt  everywhere,  by  all  those  who 
eonld  nnderatand  ita  ol^eet  and  iineaee  to 
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effect  In  that  very  Hons©  of  Oommons,  of 
which  the  geDtleman  from  South  OaroUna  has 
epoken  with  each  commendatioii,  how  was  it 
uiere  received  t  Not  only,  air,  with  approba- 
tioQ,  bat,  I  may  sar,  with  do  little  enthanasm. 
While  the  leading  Minister  expressed  his  entire 
oonenrrence  in  the  sentiments  and  miidons  of 
the  American  President,  his  distingniuied  oom- 
petitor  in  that  popular  body,  leas  reatrwned  1^ 
official  decomm,  more  at  liber^  to  g^ve  ntter- 
anoe  to  the  feelings  of  the  oocasioo,  dedared, 
tiiat  no  event  had  ever  created  greater  joj,  ex- 
ultation, and  gratitnde,  amonj^  ail  tiie  n«emen 
in  !Europe ;  that  he  felt  pride  in  being  connect- 
ed, by  blood  and  langnage,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  policy  ^sclosed  by 
the  Message  became  a  grea^  a  free,  and  an  in- 
dependent nation ;  and  that  he  hoped  his  own 
country  woold  be  prevented  by  no  mean  pride, 
or  fwltry  jealousy,  irom  following  so  nohle  and 
gloriooB  an  example. 

It  i^  doubtless,  true,  as  I  took  oooacnon  to 
observe  the  other  day,  that  this  declaration 
must  be  oonddered  as  founded  on  our  rights, 
and  to  spring  mainly  from  a  regard  to  their 
preservation.  It  did  not  commit  us,  at  all 
eventa,  to  take  op  arms,  on  any  indication  of 
hostile  feeling  by  the  pow^B  of  Europe  towards 
South  America.  If.  for  example,  all  the  States 
of  Europe  had  refnsed  to  trade  with  South 
America,  untU  her  States  should  return  to  their 
former  allegiance,  that  would  have  furnished 
no  cause  of  interference  to  ns.  Or,  if  an 
armament  had  been  ftamished  by  the  aUiea  to 
not  against  provinces  the  most  remote  frcnn  ns, 
as  Onili  or  Buenos  Avres,  the  distance  of  the 
scene  of  action  diminuhing  onr  iqiprehennon 
of  danger,  and  diminishing,  also,  our  means  of 
effectual  interi>oBition,  might  still  have  left  us 
to  content  ourselves  with  remonstrance.  But 
a  very  different  case  would  have  arisen,  if  an 
army,  equipped  and  m^tained  by  these  pow- 
ers, had  been  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexitk),  and  commenced  the  war  in  onr  own 
immediate  neighborhood.  Such  an  event  might 
Justly  be  regarded  as  dangerous  to  ourfielves, 
and,  on  that  ground,  to  have  called  for  decided 
and  inunedi^  interference  by  us.  The  senti- 
ments and  the  policy  announced  by  the  declara- 
tion, thus  understood,  were,  therefore,  in  strict 
eonformity  to  our  duties  and  our  interest 

Sir,  I  look  on  the  Message  of  DcMmher, 
1823,  as  forming  a  bright  page  in  our  history. 
I  will  neither  help  to  erase  it,  nor  tear  it  out ; 
nor  shall  it  be,  by  any  act  of  mine,  blurred  or 
blotted.  It  did  honor  to  the  sagacity  of  the 
Government,  and  will  not  diminish  that  honor. 
It  elevated  the  hopes,  and  gratified  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people.  Over  these  hopes  I  VRl 
not  bring  a  mildew ;  nor  will  I  pat  that  grati- 
fied patriotism  to  slumie. 

But  how  ahoold  it  happen,  rir,  that  there 
dionld  now  be  such  a  new-bom  fear,  on  the 
snijeot  of  this  dedaratlon I  The  cri^  la  over; 
tiie  danger  la  past  At  the  time  it  was  made, 
there  was  real  ground  for  i^iffehensim:  now, 
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there  is  none.  It  was  then  possible,  perhaps 
not  improbable,  that  the  allied  powers  might 
interfere  with  America.  There  is  now  no 
ground  for  any  such  fear.  Most  of  the  gentle- 
men  who  have  now  spoken  on  this  subject^ 
were  at  that  time  here.  They  all  heard 
dedaraticHL .  Not  one  of  them  c<nnplained. 
And  yet,  now,  when  all  danger  is  over,  we 
are  vehemently  warned  against  the  sentimeuta 
of  the  dedaration. 

I  now  proceed,  Mr,  Chairman,  to  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  snbject  of  Cuba — the  most  im- 
portant part  of  onr  foreign  relations.  It  is  the 
hinge  on  which  interes^g  events  may  possi- 
bly turn.  I  pray  gentiemen  to  review  their 
opinions  on  this  sul^ect,  before  they  iiilly  com- 
mit themselves.  I  understood  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  to  say,  that,  if 
Spain  chose  to  transfer  this  island  to  any  power 
in  Europe^  she  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  we 
ooidd  not  uterfere  to  prevent  it  Sir,  this  ia  • 
delicate  suliject  I  hardly  feel  competent  to 
treat  it  as  it  deserves ;  and  I  am  not  quite  will- 
ing to  stete  here  all  that  I  think  about  it  I 
must,  however,  dissent  from  the  o^nion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  rights  of 
nations,  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  are  neoeesarily 
very  much  modified  by  circumstances.  Be- 
cause England  or  France  could  not  rightfolly 
complun  of  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  us,  it  by 
no  means  follows,  as  the  (^ntleman  supposes, 
that  we  could  not  oomplun  of  the  cession  of 
Cuba  to  one  of  them.  The  plun  difference  ia, 
that  the  transfto  Florida  to  us  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  safety  of  uther  of  those  nationfl, 
nor  fidal  to  any  of  their  great  and  essratial  in- 
terests. Proximity  of  position,  neighborhood, 
whatever  augments  the  power  of  injuring  and 
annoying,  very  properly  belong  to  the  consid- 
eration of  all  cases  of  this  kind.  The  greater 
or  less  facility  of  access  itself  is  of  considera- 
tion in  such  t^nestions,  because  it  brings,  or 
may  bring,  weighty  consequences  with  it.  It 
justifies,  for  these  reasons,  and  on  these  grounds 
what  otherwise  might  never  be  thought  of. 
By  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson obt^ed  a  province.  Witiiout  any  alter- 
ation of  onr  constitution,  we  have  made  it  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  Senators  and  Bep- 
resentatives,  now  comi^  from  several  States,  • 
are  here  among  us.  Now,  tai^  iS,  instead  of 
being  Loi^riana,  this  had  been  one  of  the  prov- 
inces of  Spain  proper,  or  one  of  her  eouUi 
American  colonies,  he  must  have  been  a  mad- 
man that  should  have  proposed  such  an  acqui- 
sition. A  high  conviction  of  its  convenience, 
arising  from  proximity,  and  from  close  natural 
connection,  aJone  reconciled  the  country  to  the 
measure.  Consideration.^  of  the  same  sort 
have  weight  in  other  cases. 

An  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
WioEUFn)  argues,  that,  althon^  we  might 
ri^tfhUy  prevent  another  power  from  ^ing 
Onba  from  Spain,  by  tone,  yet,  if  Spain  should 
tShooaa  to  mi^  the  vorantuT'  transfer,  we 
shosld  have  no  right  whatever  to  Intar&n. 
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Sir,  this  is  a  distinction  withoot  a  difference. 
If  ve  are  likely  to  have  contention  about 
Caba,  let  us  first  well  consider  what  onr  rights 
are,  and  not  commit  onrselves.  And,  dr,  if  we 
Itave  any  right  to  ioterfwe  at  all,  it  applies  as 
well  to  iko  case  of  a  peaceable,  as  to  that  of  a 
Ibreible  transfer.  If  nations  be  at  war,  we  are 
not  jadges  of  the  question  of  right,  in  that 
war;  we  most  acknowledge,  in  both  parties, 
the  mntnal  right  of  attack,  and  the  mntoal 
right  of  conqaest.  It  is  not  for  as  to  set 
bounds  to  their  belfigerent  operataona,  so  long 
tt  ibaj  do  not  aflbot  oaraelTea.  Onr  right  to 
interfere,  sir,  in  any  snoh  oas&  is  bnt  the  exer- 
dae  of  ihe  right  «  reasoiuble  and  necessary 
wlf-deCuice.  It  is  a  high  and  delicate  exercise 
of  that  right;  one  not  to  be  made  bnt  on 
grounds  of  strong  and  manifest  reason,  justice, 
and  necesMty.  The  real  question  is,  whether 
the  possession  of  Cuba,  by  a  great  maritime 
power  of  Europe,  would  seriously  endanger 
onr  own  immediate  secority,  or  onr  essential 
interests.  I  put  the  question,  sir,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  some  of  the  best  considered  State 
papers  of  modem  times.  The  general  rule  of 
national  law  is,  unquestionably,  against  inter- 
ference in  the  transaetions  of  other  States. 
There  are,  however,  acknowledged  exceptions, 

Sowing  out  of  circumstances,  and  founded  in 
ose  mroarastanoes.  These  exceptions,  it  has 
been  {»t)perly  said,  cannot,  without  danger,  be 
reduced  to  previous  rule,  and  incorporated  into 
the  ordinary  diplomacy  of  nations.  Neverthe- 
less, they  do  exist,  and  must  be  judged  of  when 
they  arise,  with  a  just  regard  to  our  own  essen- 
tial interests,  but  in  a  spirit  of  strict  justice  and 
delicacy  also  towards  foreign  States. 

The  ground  of  these  exceptions  is,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  self-preservation.  It  is  not  a 
digbt  injary  to  our  interest ;  it  is  not  even  a 
inooDvenienee,  that  malras  out  a  oase. 
must  be  danger  to  onr  seonrity,  or  dan- 
ger, manifest  and  imminent  danger,  to  our  ea- 
smtial  ri^ts,  and  essential  interests.  Now, 
Ar,  let  OS  look  at  Oaba.  I  need  hardly  refer 
to  its  present  amount  of  commercial  connec- 
tioD  with  the  United  States.  Oar  statistical 
tables,  I  presume,  would  show  us  that  oar  com- 
mm:e  with  the  Hkvana  alone  is  more  in 
amoQDt  than  onr  whole  commercial  interconrse 
with  France  and  all  her  dependencies.  But 
tiiis  is  but  one  part  of  the  case — ^not  the  most 
important.  Cuba,  as  is  well  said  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  is  placed 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississij^L  Its  occnpa- 
tion  by  a  strong  maritime  power  would  be  felt, 
in  the  first  moment  of  hostility,  as  far  up  the 
Ifisjissippi  uid  the  Missouri,  as  our  populatloa 
extends.  It  is  the  commanding  point  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Bee,  too,  how  it  lies  in  the 
very  line  of  oar  coastwise  traffic ;  interposed 
in  the  very  highway  between  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  Now,  sir,  who  has  estimated,  or 
who  can  estimate,  the  effect  of  a  change  which 
dumld  place  this  island  in  other  hands,  sulyeot 
it  to  new  roles  of  otnnnwnHal  intermnirse,  or 


[a  or  R. 

connect  it  with  oljects  of  a  different  and  still 
more  dangerous  nature?  8hr,  I  repeat  that  I 
feel  no  dispodtion  to  pnrsne  this  topic,  on  the 
present  oocauon.  My  purpose  is  only  to  show 
Its  importance,  and  to  beg  gentlemen  not  to 
pr^ndice  any  rights  of  the  conntry,  by  assent- 
ing to  propositions  which,  perhaps,  may  he 
necessary  to  be  reviewed. 

And .  here  I  differ  again  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  He  thinks  that,  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  we  should  wait  till  the  event 
oomea,  withont  anj  previous  declarations  of 
oar  sentiments  npon  subjects  important  to  onr 
own  rights  or  interests.  Sir,  snoh  declarations 
are  often  the  apprc^riate  means  of  preventing 
liiat  which,  if  anprevented,  it  might  be  diffi- 
colt  to  redress,  A  great  object  in  holding 
diplomatio  intercourse,  is  frankly  to  expose  the 
views  and  objects  of  nations,  and  to  prevent, 
by  candid  explanation,  collision  and  war.  In 
this  case,  the  Government  has  said  that  we 
could  not  assent  to  the  transfer  of  Cuba  to  an- 
other European  State.  Can  we  so  assent?  Do 
gentlemen  think  we  can  i  If  not,  then  it  was 
entirely  proper  that  thia  intimation  should  be 
frankly  and  seasonably  made.  Candor  reqnired 
it;  and  it  would  have  been  nnpardonaSle,  it 
would  have  been  injustice,  as  well  as  foUy,  to 
have  been  silent,  while  we  might  suppose  the 
transaction  to  be  contemplated,  and  then  to 
complain  of  it  afterwards.  If  we  should  have 
a  Bubseqnent  light  to  complun,  we  have  a  pre* 
vious  right,  equally  clear,  of  protesting ;  and  if 
the  evil  be  one  which,  when  it  comes,  would 
allow  us  to  wply  a  remedy,  it  not  only  allows 
as,  but  it  makes  it  onr  duly,  also,  to  apply  pre- 
vention. 

But,  sir,  while  some  gentlemen  have  main- 
tained th^  on  the  subject  of  a  transfer  to  any 
of  the  European  powers,  the  Preeddent  has  said 
too  much ;  others  innst  titat,  on  that  of  the 
islands  bdng  oocnpied  by  Menco  or  Colombia, 
he  has  said  and  done  too  little.  I  presume,  »r, 
for  my  own  part,  that  the  strongest  language 
has  been  directed  to  the  source  of  the  greatest 
danger.  Heretofore,  that  danger  was,  doubt* 
less,  greatest,  which  was  apprehended  from  a 
voluntary  transfer.  The  other  has  been  met  aa 
it  arose;  and,  thus  far,  adequately  aad  suffi- 
ciently met.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  bnt  say, 
that  I  never  knew  a  more  extraordinary  argu- 
ment than  we  have  heard  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  on  this  j^art  of  the  oase.  The 
President  is  charged  with  ineondstency,  and, 
in  order  to  moke  this  out,  public  despatches 
are  read,  which,  it  is  sud,  militate  with  one 
another. 

Sir,  what  are  the  facta?  The  Government 
saw  fit  to  invite  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  to  use 
his  endeavors  to  brin^  Spain  to  treat  of  peace 
with  her  revolted  colonies.  Russia  was  ad- 
dressed on  this  occasion  as  the  friend  of  Spain ; 
and,  of  course,  every  argument  which  was 
thought  might  have  influence,  or  ought  to  have 
influence,  either  on  Bussia  or  Sp^n,  was  sug- 
gested in  the  correspondence,    Anuuig  other 


Digitized  by 


166 


/BKdBGMENT  OF  THB 


H.  OF  B.] 

things,  the  probable  loss  to  Spain  of  Gaba  and 
Porto  Rico,  was  nrged ;  and  the  qnoetion  was 
asked,  how  it  was  or  coold  be  expected  by 
SpMn,  that  the  TJnit«d  States  could  interfere  to 
prevent  Mexico  and  Oolombia  from  taking 
those  islands  from  her,  since  she  was  their  ene- 
my, in  a  pnbHo  -war,  and  since  she  pertinacions- 
ly,  and  nnreasonably,  as  we  think,  insists  on 
maintaining  the  war ;  and  since  ^ese  islands 
offered  an  obTions  ol^eot  of  attack  ?  Was  not 
thi^  nr,  a  very  proper  argoment  to  be  nrged  to 
Bpam  ?  A  copy  of  this  despatch,  it  seems,  was 
sent  to  the  Benate,  in  confidence.  It  has  not 
been  published  by  the  Executive.  Now,  the 
alleged  inconsistency  is,  that,  notwithstuiding 
this  letter,  the  President  has  interfered  to  dis- 
soade  Mexico  and  Oolombia  from  attacking 
Ouba.  That,  finding  or  thinking  that  those 
States  meditated  snch  a  purpose,  this  Govem- 
ment  has  urged  them  to  desist  from  it  Sir, 
was  ever  any  thing  more  unreasonable  than 
this  charge !  "Was  it  not  proper,  that,  to  pro* 
duoe  the  desired  resolt  of  peace,  oar  Govem- 
ment  shoold  address  dUR»rent  nu^vea  to  tiie 
diflterent  parties  In  the  war  t  Was  it  not  its 
bamness  to  set  before  each  party  its  dangers 
and  its  difScnltiea  in  pursdng  the  war!  And 
now,  by  any  thing  unexpected,  these  respec- 
tive corespondences  have  become  public,  are 
these  different  views,  addressed  thus  to  Affer- 
ent parties,  and  with  different  objects,  to  be 
relied  on  as  proof  of  inconsistency  f  It  is  the 
Btrangest  accusation  ever  he^  of.  No  Got- 
emment,  not  wholly  destitute  of  common 
sense,  would  have  acted  otherwise.  We  nrged 
the  proper  motives  to  both  parties.  To  Spain 
we  vageA  the  probable  loss  of  Cuba;  we 
showed  her  the  danger  of  its  capture  by  the 
new  States,  and  we  asked  her  to  mfonn  us  on 
what  ground  it  was  that  we  could  interfere  to 
prevent  such  capture,  since  she  was  at  war 
with  these  States,  and  they  had  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  attack  her  in  any  of  her  territo- 
ries ;  and  especially  she  was  asked  how  she 
could  expect  good  offices  fhitn  us,  on  this  occa- 
sion, since  she  fully  nnderstood  our  opinion  to 
be,  that  she  was  persisting  in  the  war  withoat 
or  beyond  all  reason,  and  wiUi  a  sort  of  des- 
peration. This  was  the  appeal  made  to  the 
good  sense  of  Spain,  through  Russia.  But, 
soon  afterwards,  having  reason  to  suspect  that 
Ckdombia  and  Mexico  were  actaally  preparing 
to  attack  Ooba,  and  knowi^  that  snch  an 
event  woold  most  seriously  aaeot  us,  onr  Gov- 
ernment remonstrated  against  snch  meditated 
attack,  and  to  the  present  time,  it  has  not  been 
made.  In  all  this,  who  sees  any  thing  either 
improper  or  inconsistent  ?  For  mysel£  I  think 
the  course  pursued  showed  a  watcifai  r^ard 
to  onr  own  interest,  and  is  wholly  free  aom 
any  imputation,  either  <tf  impropriety  or  incon- 
sistency. 

Pains,  sir,  have  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rivks,)  to  prove 
that  the  measure  now  in  contemplation,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  polioj  of  the  Government 
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respecting  Bonth  America,  is  the  nnhappy  re- 
sult of  the  influence  of  a  gentleman  formerlj 
filling  the  chair  of  this  House.  To  make  out 
this,  ne  has  referred  to  certtun  speeches  of  that 
gentleman  delivered  here.  He  charges  him 
with  having  become  himself  affected,  at  an 
early  day,  with  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  th« 
South  American  fever;  and  with  having  in- 
fused its  baneful  influence  into  the  whole  coun- 
cils of  ih«  country. 

U,  sir,  it  be  tme,  that  &at  s^Ueman, 
prompted  by  an  ardent  love  of  dvil  Vhextjf 
felt,  earUer  man  others,  a  proper  empathy  for 
the  struggling  colonies  of  SonUi  America ;  or 
that,  actmg  on  the  maxim  that  revolutions  do 
not  go  backward,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore- 
see, earlier  than  others,  the  suoc^sfnl  termina- 
tion of  those  strum^les ;  if^  thus  feeling,  and 
thus  perceiving,  it  fell  to  him  to  lead  the  will- 
ing or  unwilling  councils  of  bis  country,  in  her 
manifestations  of  kindness  to  the  new  Govern- 
ments, and  in  her  seasonable  recognitions  of 
their  independence;  if  it  be  this,  which  the 
honorable  member  imputes  to  him :  if  it  be  by 
ttds  course  of  pnblio  condaotthat  he  has  iden- 
tified his  name  with  tiie  cause  of  Bonth  Amer- 
ican liberty— -lie  ought  to  be  esteemed  one  of 
the  most  fortunate  men  of  the  age.  If  all  ihia 
be,  as  is  now  represented,  he  has  acquired  fame 
enough.  It  is  enough  for  any  man,  thus  to 
have  connected  himself  wiUi  the  greatest 
events  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives,  and  to 
have  been  foremost  in  measures  which  reflect 
high  honor  on  his  country,  in  the  judgment  of 
mankind.  Sir,  it  is  always  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  I  am  drawn  to  speak,  in  my  place 
here,  of  individuids ;  but  I  could  not  forbear 
what  I  have  now  sud,  wheo  I  bear,  in  the 
House  of  BepresentatiTes,  and  in  this  land  of 
free  spirits,  that  it  is  made  matter  of  imputa- 
tion and  of  reproach  to  have  been  first  to  reach 
forth  l^e  hand  of  welcome  and  of  succor  to 
new-bom  nations,  struggling  to  obtain,  and  to 
emoy,  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

we  are  told  that  the  country  is  deluded  and 
decdved  by  cabalistic  words.  Oabalistio  words  t 
If  we  express  an  emotion  of  pleasure  at  the 
results  of  this  great  action  of  the  spirit  of  ph- 
litioal  liberty;  if  we  relpioe  at  the  birth  of 
new  Republican  nations,  and  express  our  joy 
by  the  common  terms  of  r^ard  and  sympathy ; 
if  we  fed  and  Bignify  high  gratificaticm  that, 
throngbont  this  wnole  continent,  men  are  now 
likdy  to  be  blessed  by  free  and  p4n>nlar  instito- 
tions ;  and  if;  in  the  nttering  of  these  senti- 
ments, we  liappen  to  speak  of  sister  Republic^ 
of  the  great  American  family  of  nations,  or  of 
the  political  systems  and  forms  of  Government 
of  this  hemisphere ;  then,  indeed,  it  seems,  we 
deal  in  senseless  jargon,  or  impose  on  the  Judg- 
ment and  feeling  of  the  community  by  cabalis- 
tio  words  I  Sir,  what  is  meant  by  this  ?  Is  it 
intended  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  totally  indifferent  to  the  fortunes 
of  tJiese  new  neighbors  ?  Is  no  change,  in  the 
Ughta  in  which  we  aie  to  Ttew  than,  to  be 
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WTOof^t,  by  their  havlDg  thrown  off  fbreign 
donunio&f  «8tabliahed  independence,  and  in- 
stituted, on  our  Terjr  borders^  Bepoblieaa 
GoTttrmnenta,  *— after  onr  own  ex- 

Sir,  I  do  not  wUi  to  orerrate— I  do  not 
OTOTwte— the  jwogreas  <^  these  new  States  in 
the  neat  wwk  «  establiahing  a  weQ-secnred 
popokr  libaly.  I  know  that  to  be  a  great 
att«nment,  and  I  know  thej  are  bnt  pupils  in 
the  school.  Bat,  tlitmk  God,  thej  are  in  the 
■ohooL  Thej  are  called  to  meet  difficulties, 
sach  as  neither  we  nor  oar  fiithere  encoontered. 
For  theee,  we  oaght  to  make  large  allowances. 
What  have  we  ever  known  like  the  colonial 
vassalage  of  these  States  ?  'When  did  we,  or 
oar  anoestors,  feel,  like  them,  the  weight  of  a 
poUtioal  despotism  that  presses  men  to  the 
earth,  or  of  that  religions  intoleranoe  which 
wocda  that  up  heaven  to  all  bat  the  bigoted  f 
Sir,  we  sprang  from  another  stook.  We  belong 
to  another  race.  We  have  known  nothing — ^we 
hare  felt  nothing— of  the  ptriitieal  despotism  of 
Spain,  nor  <tf  the  heat  <n  her  fires  of  iatoler- 
•noe.  Ko  rational  man  expects  that  the  Booth 
can  run  the  same  rapid  career  as  the  Korth ;  or 
that  aa  insai^ent  province  of  Spain  is  in  the 
same  condition  as  the  En^sh  colonies  when 
thej  first  asserted  their  independence.  There 
is,  donbtless,  mach  more  to  be  done,  in  the  first 
than  in  the  last  case.  Bat,  on  that  aocoont 
the  honor  of  the  attempt  is  not  less ;  and  if  all 
difflealtles  shall  be  in  time  sarmoanted,  it  will 
be  greater.  Xhe  work  ma^^  be  more  ardaona — 
it  is  not  leflB  noble,  beoanse  there  mu-  be  more 
of  ignoa-auoe  to  enli^ten,  more  of  bigotry  to 
eabonie,  more  of  ^Jadioe  to  eradicate.  If  it 
be  a  weakness  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  the 
Booceas  of  these  great  revolationa,  I  confess 
myself  gniltj  of  that  weakness.  If  it  be  weak 
to  feel  that  I  am  an  Amwican,  to  think  that 
recent  events  have  not  only  opened  new  modes 
of  interoonrse,  bat  have  created  also  new 
grounds  of  regard  and  sympathy  between  oar- 
selves  and  oar  neighbors ;  if  it  be  weak  to  feel 
that  the  Soatii,  in  her  present  state,  is  some- 
what more  emphatioaUy  part  of  America  than 
when  she  1^  crtncnre,  oppressed,  and  unknown, 
nnder  the  grilling  bondage  of  a  foreign  power ; 
if  it  be  weak  to  rdoice,  when,  even  in  any  cor- 
ner of  the  earth,  homan  b^i^  are  able  to  get 
up  from  beneath  expression,  to  erect  them- 
selves, and  to  ei^oy  the  pr(n>er  h^piness  of 
their  mtelligent  natare ;  ii  this  be  weak,  it  is  a 
weakness  from  which  I  claim  no  exemption. 

A  day  of  solemn  retribution  now  vi»tB  the 
once  proad  monarchy  of  Spun.   The  predic- 
tion is  fulfilled.   The  spirit  of  Hontecoma  and 
of  the  Incas  might  now  well  say, 
**Art  thou,  too,  &lleii,  Iberia  r   Do  we  see 
Tbe  robber  and  the  marderer  weak  as  we  P 
Tbon,  that  has  wasted  earth,  and  dared  despise 
ABke  die  wrath  and  nerey  of  the  sUea, 
Thy  poaip  is  hi  tbe  grave;  thygloiylaid 
Low  hi  the  ^  thine  avarice  baa  made.** 

lir.  ObMinaaOt  I  wiU  detun  70a  cnljr  wiUi 


[EL  OF  R. 

one  more  refiection  on  this  salgect.  We  can- 
not be  so  blind,  we  cannot  so  shut  ap  our 
senses  and  smother  oar  faoalties,  as  not  to  see 
that,  in  tbe  prt^ess  and  the  establishment  of 
South  American  liberty,  onr  own  example  has 
been  among  the  most  somiilat^  caaaes.  That 
CTcat  h^ht — a  light  which  can  never  be  hid — 
the  light  of  oar  own  glorious  revolution,  haa 
shone  on  the  path  of  the  South  American 

Ktriots,  ftam  tne  beginning  of  their  course, 
their  emeiveocies,  they  have  looked  to  oar 
experience,  m  their  political  institutions,  they 
have  followed  oar  models.  In  their  delibera- 
tions, they  have  invoked  the  presiding  spiiit 
of  our  own  liberty.  They  have  looked  steadily, 
in  every  adversity,  to  the  obkat  nobthbbk 
UOHT.  In  the  hour  of  bloody  conflict,  they 
have  remembered  the  fields  which  have  been 
oonseorated  by  the  blood  of  out  own  AHhent 
and  when  they  have  fallen,  they  have  wished 
to  be  remembered  with  theom,  as  men  who 
acted  their  parts  bravely,  for  the  oanse  of 
liberty  in  the  Western  World. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  If  it  be  weakness  to  feel 
the  sympathy  of  one's  natare  excited  for  suoh 
men,  in  such  a  cause,  I  am  guilty  of  that  weak- 
ness. If  it  be  prudence  to  meet  their  proffered 
civility,  not  with  reciprocal  kindness,  but  with 
coldness  or  with  insolt,  I  choose  still  to  follow 
where  natural  impulse  leads,  and  to  rive  up 
that  false  and  mistaken  prudence,  for  tin 
voluntary  sentiments  of  my  heart. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  tiie  Home 
a^oomed. 


Batubdat,  April  16. 
Mission  to  Panama. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Ck>mmittee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  the  mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qnalification  to  the  general  expression  of  ap- 
probation thereof— 

Hr.  Oabtbb  took  the  fioor^  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Ur.  Chairman :  The  subject  at  present  before 
the  committee  is  entitled,  as  well  from  its  great 
importance  as  from  its  entire  novelty,  to  the 
mostdelibwateandoandidcondderation.  From 
the  follest  reflection  which  I  have  bera  able  to 
bestow  upon  it,  aided  by  the  documents  which 
are  before  us,  I  have  come  to  the  conolusion 
that  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  one  which  is  at  vari- 
ance with  the  best  interests  of  this  country, 
and  involves  in  it  a  departure  from  that  neatral 
policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  our  public 
conncila.  If  this  be  true,  which  I  shall  attempt 
presently  to  show,  this  committee  ooght,  cer- 
tainly, to  withhold  its  sanction  from  ench  a 
measure. 

To  the  Ezeentive  has  the  ocHutitDtStai  oon- 
flded  t^e  sole  and  exdarive  aoperfaitaidMioe 
ot  oar  foreign  peaoefal  relationa.  Is(^rpeao»- 
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td,  becaoae  the  power  of  declaring  war  being 
Tested  in  both  branches  of  tiie  Legislature, 
Congreas  mcr  be  said  to  divide  the  reeponaibil- 
ity  of  the  ^tentive,  when  the  coon  try  is  to 
Bssome  a  hostile  attitude  with  regard  to  any 
foreign  power.  Bnt  bo  far  as  the  conseqaences 
IMF  tms  mission  can  at  present  be  foreseen  and 
contemplated,  it  wonld  be  aasnming  too  much 
to  say,  that  war  is  to  be  immediately  and 
necessarily  the  resnlt ;  that  this  House,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  general  agency  in  declaring 
war,  wonld  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
roDstitational  fnnctionB  of  the  President,  and 
Bay,  that  the  negotiationa  or  delitwrations 
at  Panama  shoold  be  limited  to  aach  tenses,  or 
Tortrioted  on  all  topics,  to  be  cUsonssed  there, 
in  snch  manner  that  the  peace  of  the  oonntnr 
ahooldj  in  no  posrible  events  be  endangered. 
The  Honse  of  BepresoitatiTes  ought  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  attitade  of  giving  counsel  to 
the  President,  or  instmotions  to  any  pnblic 
functionary,  either  at  home  or  abrosid,  with- 
out the  power  of  enforcing  them.  Self-respect 
ongbt  to  restnun  this  Hoose  from  re^stering 
any  remonstrance,  or  other  declaration,  which 
is  to  prove  inoperative.  If  any  object,  valu- 
able to  the  safety  or  interests  of  the  conntry, 
the  acqoisition  of  which  the  President  promised 
himself  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  should^  by 
reason  of  his  rosogniang  the  fbrce  of  the  limi- 
tation proposed  hj  this  amendment,  be  pnt  be- 
yond his  reach,  he  wonld  not  only  be  fU;  liberty 
to  disregard  it,  bnt  he  would  be  bound,  by  the 
double  allegiance  which  he  owed  to  the  consti- 
tution and  to  the  country,  to  do  so.  If  Hie  mis- 
don,  therefore,  be  sanctioned  by  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativ^  the  control  of  our  agents  there 
mnst  be  left  entirely  to  the  Executive. 

There  prevails  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
as  to  the  objects  of  wis  Oongress.  The  treaty 
■tipulatjons  which  have  been  made  between 
Colombia  and  four  of  her  nster  Bepublics,  con- 
fine its  ol^ecta  to  a  few  topioa  of  primary  inter- 
est, exdndvely  afEectinc  the  BoutiL  American 
Stirtes  who  were  formwy  aal||eot  to  the  Span- 
kh  yoke.  The  tliree  fitpudsh  Amoiean  lunis- 
ters  who  have  invited  the  TTnited  States  to  send 
a  d^raty  there,  extend  their  views  to  other 
oUecta,  not  embraced  in  those  stipulations; 
ana  the  President  indulges  himself  in  still 
greater  latitude,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  Con- 
greesj  and  dedares,  that  the  purpc»es  of  the 
meetmg  being  "somewhat  indefinite,  so  far 
from  being  an  objection  to  it,  is  among  the 
eogent  reasons  for  its  adoption." 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Ut,  Bvohavan,)  who  addressed  the  committee 
ft  few  Atjfs  agOt  seemed  to  think  tUs  Oongress 
had  placed  tiie  United  States  in  an  exceedingly 
embarnisaing  dilemma.  They  were  to  be  com- 
mitted if  they  went  into  it,  and  if  they  stood 
oat,  they  were  to  subject  themselves  to  incon- 
veoienoes  hardly  less  deplorable  than  an  abso- 
Inte  surrender  of  our  neutral  character.  And 
thns,  apprehensive  of  mischief  from  taking 
tithtt  Mde  of  the  dilemmi^  be  has  converted 
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his  perplexity  into  a  nifflcient  cause  for  &e 
United  States  to  send  depnt^es  there,  fw  the 
purpose  <Hr  indneing  the  South  American  Hinia- 
ters  to  dissolve  their  meeting,  and  return  to 
their  homes,  without  acoomplisbing  the  objects 
which  brought  them  toother.  Can  the  gen- 
tleman be  serious  in  his  opinion?  Does  he 
call  to  mind  the  length  of  time  and  the  concert 
with  which  the  Muth  American  Republics 
have  deliberated  on  this  project  ?  Worthy  as 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Sei^;eant  no  doubt  are, 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Exeoutive,  it  is  ascrib- 
ing rather  too  much  to  their  persuasive  pow- 
ers, to  imagine  that  they  could,  so  readily,  by 
exerting  them,  induce  these  Bepnblios  Uins  to 
relinqnudi  and  forego  all  the  benefits  they  had 
promised  themselves  from  so  long-cherished 
a  design. 

It  has  been  said,  too,  that  the  mere  act  ot 
sending  representatives  to  this  Congress,  can- 
not commit  the  neutrality  of  this  conntry. 
This  affirmation  is  founded  on  the  assumption 
that  either  the  Congress  is  not  belligerent  in 
its  character ;  or  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  United 
States  are  not,  in  their  representation  there^ 
to  be  BO  far  identified  with  it,  aa  to  assnme  a 
belligerent  aspect.  Now,  or,  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  these  South  American  States !  Are 
they  not  engaged  in  open  war  against  Spain  t 
And  do  not  the  treaties  which  have  been  lud 
on  oor.  tables  point  ont  the  organization  of 
means  of  resisting  any  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  or  any  power  in  alliance  with 
her,  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  con- 
dition of  dependence,  as  the  principal  object 
to  be  accomplished  by  thismeetingi  In  truth, 
the  meeting  baa  no  other  object  bdt  to  consider 
of  the  most  advisable  means  for  rendering  tbeir 
confederacy  firmly  cemented,  and  permanent 
in  its  duration.  And  if  Spain,  with  whom  we 
are  now  on  terms  of  Mendship,  should  take 
offence  at  the  attitude  we  should  assnme  at 
Panama,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  na  to 
say  to  her,  in  Tfndicati(m  cf  onr  oondnct,  that 
we  took  no  part  in  any  de^berations  which 
imported  bosulity  to  her.  It  could  not  be  in 
the  mouths  of  onr  deputies,  to  reply  to  any 
remonstrance  against  their  presence  in  tiiis 
Congress,  to  say  that  they  belonged  to  the 
peace  side  of  the  amembly.  If  the  character 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
character  of  the  topics  they  are  to  discuss,  and 
those  topics  are  partly  peaceful  and  partly 
belligerents  the  aggregate  character  must  be 
determined  by  the  predominance  of  the  objects 
vbich  shall  engage  their  attention.  And  in 
point  of  importance  to  the  States  themsdves, 
It  is  unquestionable  that  the  preparation  of 
their  just  means  of  resistance  to  any  attempt 
which  may  be  made  against  their  independence^ 
constitutes  the  main  and  most  interesting  sub- 
ject for  their  consultation.  Every  thing  relat- 
ing to  this  leading  object  of  their  meeting,  will 
import  direct  hmtility  to  Sp^;  and,  there- 
fore, impress  a  bdligerent  character  on  the 
CoDgreaa. 
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It  has  been  said  by  another  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvama,  (Mr,  WtrETS,)  liat  now,  since 
the  SoQth  American  States  have  virtnally 
achieved  their  independence,  and  wielded  their 
arms  successfully  against  their  oppressor,  that 
they  wiU  be  in  danger  of  turning  uiem  a^^nst 
each  otlier,  and  wasting  tlieir  enei^es  in  mte»- 
tine  wars ;  that  it  is  the  invariable  law  of  all 
Confederacies,  to  be  held  together  by  a  sense  of 
oommon  danger  without,  and  that,  as  soon  as  this 
exterior  pressure  is  removed,  the  separate  mem- 
bers become  victlma  to  eznaosting  dissension 
among  themselves :  the  United  Btates  may, 
^ereiore,  be  of  incalcolable  advantage  to  these 
new  Bepnblios,  by  giving  them  timely  admoni- 
tion agfunst  this  evil,  and  taming  their  re- 
soarces  in  a  different  direction.  Ilie  gentle- 
man has  greatly  mistaken  the  office  of  oar 
deputies  there,  if  he  imagines  that  on  saljeots 
like  these,  they  wonld  be  prepared  to  impart 
any  valuable  lessons.  Before  Uie  new  States 
eonld  be  saocessfiilly  warned  against  these 
firial  tendencies,  their  advisers  mnst  be  Inti- 
mately acqaainted  with  their  character.  They 
most  understand  their  habits ;  the  state  of  gen- 
eral intelligence  among  them ;  the  progress  they 
have  already  made  in  the  various  departments 
of  edence  and  ihe  arts ;  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  requisites,  before  they  conld  give  any 
valnable  advice  as  to  the  exact  form  of  Govern- 
ment they  onght  to  adopt.  For  it  coold  only 
be  hj  Erecting  their  minds  to  the  proper  forms 
at  GoTemxnent  by  which  thdr  resonroes  oonld 
be  developed,  and  their  happiness  secured, 
that  the  internal  dissen^ns,  to  whioh  the  gen- 
tleman has  allnded,  coold  be  prevented. 

The  President  declares,  in  the  opening  of  his 
IbsBRge,  that  "  the  Jint  and  greattat  induce- 
maO^  which  operated  npou  him  for  accepting 
this  invitation,  was,  to  meet,  in  a  spirit  of  kind- 
ness and  friendship,  an  overtare  made  In  the 
same  spirit  by  three  sister  republics.  From 
this  amiable  and  laudable  feeling  of  the  Execu- 
tive, no  one  can  dissent  Bot,  sir,  how  will  yon 
be  surprised  to  hear  him,  almost  in  the  next 
breath,  declare,  that  oiwetB  of  the  highest  im- 
jwrtoite^  not  to  m$  future  vselfare  of  the 
^friiole  human  n»M,  (tiC  oeaHng  directly  upon 
fib  toeeial  intem^  of  iKU  UmoHy  will  engage 
Ute  aelQfemtiow  nf  <A«  Oofovrm  of  Panama^ 
vhelher  we  are  repreaented  there  or  not!  Can 
objects  like  these  be  postponed  to  mere  courtesy 
and  etiquette?  Oan  such  a  sacrifice  of  the 
substance  to  the  shadow  be  seriously  defended? 

Oongresses  of  independent  powers,  meeting 
in  times  of  profound  poaoe,  to  concert  politick 
measures,  have  lately  come  into  fashion.  We 
have  heard  of  councils  of  bishops,  and  other 
eodeaiastical  mag^rates,  meeting  in  former 
times  to  regulate  the  concerns  of  the  chnroh. 
And  so  intimately  blended,  in  those  days,  were 
tiie  affiurs  of  diarch  and  state,  that  those 
TBTerend  others  exbmded  th^  guardian  care, 
in  some  instances,  to  political  concerns.  In 
later  times,  we  have  beheld  the  powers  of  £u- 
after  having  drenehed  the  continent  with 


blood,  and  wearied  themselves  in  the  work 
of  devastation,  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  a 
general  pacification,  and  restoring  quiet  to  the 
world.  Sometimes,  at  such  meetings,  they 
hone  etifntlated  arrangements  for  the  .preserva- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent. 
Bnt  it  was  not  until  otu*  day  that  kings  and 
emperors  found  themselves  under  the  necessity 
of  confederating  together,  and  opposing  their 
united  counsels  to  the  prioress  of  free  principles 
and  systems  of  self-go  verument.  The  disastrous 
light  which  the  French  Revolution  shed  upon 
the  fetters  which  Itound  the  people,  while  it 
inspii^d  them  with  the  hopes  of  release,  strudc 
a  panic  into  tiieir  masters, 

^'With  fear  of  change  perplexing  monarchs," 

They  saw,  with  alarm  and  consternation, 
the  instability  of  their  thrones.  They  lotted 
around  upon  each  other,  in  this  orins,  for  the 
means  of^ defending  themiBChlT«  ajpunst  a  daneer 
which  threatened  them  all  alike.  And  in  this 
.absolute  and  uncompromising  necessity,  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  thrones  and  crowns, 
we  are  to  look  for  the  origin  of  the  late  politi- 
cal Congresses  of  Europe.  And  are  we  under 
any  necessity  of  imitating  their  example  f  Are 
not  our  institutions  a  sufficient  guarantee  for 
the  devotion  of  the  people  to  them,  and  that 
they  will  stand  by  them  in  every  emergency, 
and  pour  out  their  blood  in  their  defence  f 

The  structure  of  our  Govemmeat  forbids  the 
imitation  of  such  an  example.  The  powers  of 
Europe,  who  were  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses ctf  Yienna,  Troppau,  and  Li^badi,  had 
no  Senates  to  consult,  for  the  ratification  of 
any  treaty  into  which  they  might  enter.  No 
popular  assemblies,  who  were  the  exact  mirrors 
of  a  people,  peaoefiil  in  their  habits,  peaceful 
in  their  policy,  and  peaceful  in  every  thing 
which  entered  into  the  formation  of  their 
character,  interposed  themselves  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any  scheme,  either  for  the  security 
or  the  aggrandizement  of  the  crown.  Their 
will  was  the  law  of  their  dominions.  They 
had  unbounded  control  over  the  finances  and 
military  forces  within  their  territories.  They 
were,  therefore,  enabled  strictly  and  promptiy 
to  perform  whatever  engagements  they  took. 
upon  themselves.  Congresses,  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  proposed  to  be  held  at  Panama, 
are,  therefore,  suitable  and  convenient  engines 
in  the  hands  of  Governments  strictiy  mon- 
archical in  their  formation.  They  furnish 
facilities  for  the  execution  of  great  designs,  in 
whioh  the  parties  to  them  have  a  c(»nmon  in- 
terest. 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  Ministers  residing  already 
at  most  of  the  courts  whose  Governments  are 
to  be  represented  at  Panama.  They  oan  ac- 
compli^ in  the  ordinary  way  of  separate  nego- 
tiation, all  the  oljectB  whi(h  are  important  to 
the  United  States.  It  is  in  v^n  to  speculate 
upon  the  "  harmoniotu  and  tyttematio  "  mannw 
in  which  objects  conld  be  attained,  when  all 
the  BepnbUos  of  thts  continent  were  r^tresent- 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


170 


ABBIBOHENT  OF  THB 


H.  ur  R.] 


Mimtm  to  Pamama, 


ed,  esoh  haTing  Ha  ovrn  separate  and  oontrarirat 
intereste  to  TecoDcUe  and  preserve.  Indeed, 
eir,  the  very  fact  that  so  many  and  sach  oppo- 
site interests  shall  he  preaeinff  apon  the  mem- 
hera  of  this  Congress,  and  demanding  their 
share  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Representatives 
of  eight  or  ten  distinct,  independent  powers,  so 
far  from  promising  a  snccessfol  result,  seems  to 
me  to  present  such  embarrassment  and  difficulty 
as  would  forever  d^eat  such  a  result.  Some 
gentlemen,  who  have  spoken  in  this  debate, 
seem  to  ima^^ne,  that  there  were  no  other 
means  whudi  tbs  Uiuted  States  oonld  enter 
into  any  commercial  arrangemeDts,  or  any  other 
stipulations  of  a  mutually  beneficial  sort  to  the 
Governments  concerned,  except  by  our  Repre- 
sentation at  Panama ;  that  this  Congress  fur- 
nished an  opportunity,  tempting  as  it  was  fleet- 
ing, to  obtam  all  the  advantages  which  we 
could  desire  in  our  future  intercourse  with  the 
South  American  States ;  and  that  the  refusal  of 
this  comitry  to  send  Representatives  there, 
woold  be  an  act  bordering  upon  infatuation  1 
Snch  gentlemen  auflfer  the  ardor  of  their  feel-' 
ings  to  disturb  the  correct  dedsion  of  their 
Judgment  the  charaotw  of  tiiis  Congress,  and 
of  uie  attitude  oocajried  at  this  time,  by  this 
connti^  in  relation  to  these  southern  Repah- 
lies.  We  have  already  entered  into  Meadly 
and  commercial  treaties  with  many  of  them, 
uid  the  door  is  still  open  to  the  formatimi  of 
others  on  the  same  terms. 

Wr.  'Wkxicb  addressed  the  oommittee  as  fal- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  has  stated,  that  "  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  Repablics  of  Colombia,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  Central  America,  had,  severally, 
invited  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
be  represented  at  tiie  Congress  of  American 
nations,  to  be  assembled  at  Panama,  to  deUb- 
erate  npon  subjects  of  peonliar  concernment  to 
this  hemisphere,  and  mat  this  invitation  had 
been  accepted."  And  goes  on  to  state,  that^ 
"AlthoQgh  this  measure  was  deemed  to  he 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  the 
Executive,  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  talte 
any  step  in  it,  before  ascertaining  that  my 
opinion  of  its  expediency  will  concur  with  that 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  first  by 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the  nominations 
to  be  l^d  before  Uiem ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
sanction  of  both  Houses  to  the  ajmroprlations, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect" 
I  will  pause,  here,  sir,  for  a  moment,  to  ask  gen- 
tlemen, who  appear  snch  warm  supporters  of 
Executive  recommendations  as  to  justify,  in 
tiieir  opinion,  the  charge  (I  will  not  say  chari- 
tably, but  illiberally)  extended  to  those  who  are 
sufficiently  indepenaent  to  think  for  themselves, 
of  being  a  factions  opposition  to  the  Adminis- 
tration— what,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  ask,  was 
the  Chief  Magistrate's  inducement  thus  to  have 
expressed  himself?  I  will  undertake  to  answer 
the  question,  sincerely  and  honestiy,  as  I  believe 
in  my  conscience.   Kaowing^  as  Ur.  Adams 


does,  and  no  man  knows  b^ter,  the  powetfbl 
effect  of  usage,  that,  in  many  cases,  it  amomiia 
to  law,  he  concaved  it  to  be  his  duty  (I  me«a 
to  himself,  sir,)  to  remind  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  that  we  still  possess  the  power 
(uninterrupted  usage,  if  you  please,  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding,)  of  granting  or  not  the 
t4>propriation  called  for ;  and  feeling,  certainly, 
as  be  must,  tiie  very  great  doubts  t£at  do  exist 
as  to  the  advantages  cont«mplated  to  reeolt 
from  this,  to  say  the  most  you  can  for  it,  doubt- 
ful prqect,  he  unquestionably  intended  it,  as 
has  been  very  pnnwly  advanced  by  the  h<m- 
orable  mover  of  the  resolution  now  nnder  d** 
hate,  to  draw  from  this  House  a  fair  and  candid 
expression  of  their  opinion ;  and  I  verily  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  President  will  fed  himself  greatly 
relieved,  hereafter,  by  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
lutions; which  opinion  would  induce  me,  feeUng 
not  otherwise  than  friendly  disposed  to  the  Ad- 
ministration, if  I  had  no  other  reason,  to  vote 
for  the  amendments.    I  would  ask  another 

aaestion,  sir :  What,  short  of  discomfiture  to 
le  President's  feeling  if  not  diu^race  to  the 
country,  will  be  the  issue,  ii^  on  ue  arrival  of 
the  Representatives  to  this  Gcmgreas  at  Panar* 
roa,  from  these  United  States,  mstmoted,  as 
the  opponents  to  the  amendments  profess  to 
believe  the  President  now  stands  pledged  to  the 
nation  they  shall  be,  the  Representatives  from 
the  South  American  States  shall  reject  them, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  !hGnisters  have  not 
come  there  with  such  expressed  instructions  in 
their  credentials,  as  had  been  previously  repre- 
sented as  indi^ensahly  necessary,  by  all  three 
of  the  South  American  States  t  Mr.  Ohregon, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated  at  Wa^ington, 
on  the  dd  of  November,  1826^statea,  (what  the 
otiier  Ministers  all  state.)  "The  underwritten 
Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  has  the  honor  of  in- 
forming the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that 
he  has  communicated  to  his  Government  the 
conversations  which  occurred  between  them  on 
his  making  known  to  him  the  determination  ot 
the  Governments  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  to 
form  a  Congress  of  Representatives  from  the 
new  States  of  the  continent,  who,  to  that  end, 
had  been  invited,  in  which  were  to  be  discussed 
subjects  of  general  interest  to  all  the  American 
powers,  as  well  as  those  which  might  be  par- 
ticnlarly  suggested  by  the  existence  and  actual 
portion  of  tiie  new  powers,  and  in  the  meeting 
of  which  it  was  thought  proper,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  subscriber,  that  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  means  of  their  Commisuoners, 
should  constitute  and  take  part,  as  being  so 
much  interested  in  the  first  and  printupal  snb- 
Ject  upon  which  the  Congress  would  be  en- 
gaged. In  consequence  of  which,  being  inform- 
ed of  the  concurrence  of  this  Government,  in 
the  idea  of  discussing  the  first  point  in  a  Con- 
gees, as  was  desired,  and  that  it  would  send 
Representatives  to  it,  under  condition  that  the 
neutrality  in  which  it  stood  towards  Spain 
should  not  be  violated,  and  that  it  shonld  be 
invited  thereto  by  the  Bt^nblios  of  Mexico  and 
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Ooloalbu^  "wbo  should,  moreoTer,  ngiiify  the 
alUrB  with  which  it  was  to  he  occupied,  to 
promote  its  object,  and  the  necessary  oniformity 
vf  credentials  or  anthorization  of  the  respectiTe 
BeiffesentatiTes,  the  President  of  the  United 
St^ee  of  Mexico  has  charged  and  oommiseioned 
•new  the  onderwrittea  to  make  the  inritation, 
and  to  point  out  the  affisars  as  stated."  Now, 
or,  what  do  we  find  here  set  fortlif  Why,  that 
this  Hexiean  Uinister,  in  a  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  last  Spring,  mentioned 
the  intention  of  the  Booth  American  States  to 
hold  a  Congress  at  Panama.  That  is,  that  Mex- 
ico and  Colombia  had  so  determined,  and  had 
invited  the  new  States  to  join  them,  and  that 
his  Government  thonght  the  United  States 
to  oonstitate  and  take  part,  on  being  in- 
formed of  the  concarrenoe  of  this  Government 
TOon  the  conditions  as  recited.    Here,  Mr. 
Giainnan.  we  have  the  whole  secret  of  this 
warn  and  vwj  earnest  invitation,  now  oaa- 
tended  far  as  coming  from  the  three  Sonth 
Amerieaii  States^  rednoed  to  a  mcniifying  fact 
that  tike  inTitation  came  from  Mr.  Olay.  We 
find,  in  a  -rerj  few  days  after  tliis,  Mr.  Olay 
informs       Obregon  of  the  concorrence  of  our 
Government  with  the  plan,  and  that  we  wonld 
send  Representatives  on  certain  conditions,  en- 
joined, as  Mr.  Clay  states,  by  the  President. 
The  words  of  Mr.  Clay  are :  "  I  stated  to  yoo, 
by  the  directions  of  the  President,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  necessary,  before  the 
aaeembling  of  snch  a  Congress,  to  settle  be- 
tween the  different  powers  to  be  represented 
several  preliminary  points,  sadh  as  the  subjects 
to  which  Hm  atteotion  d  Congress  should  he 
&ected.  the  sabstance  and  fDrm  of  the  powers 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  Bepresentatives, 
and  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Congress :  that, 
if  these  points  shooTd  be  satisfactorily  arranged, 
the  President  wonld  be  disposed  to  accept,  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  invitation  with 
which  yon  were  provisionally  cliarged."  Now, 
At,  here  we  have  the  wise  and  prudent  caution 
that  was  to  have  been  looked  for  frora  Mr. 
Adams.   But,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  is  a  man,  liable, 
like  others,  to  be  led  away,  by  degrees,  into 
tnor  and  mistake:  so,  in  this  boaness,  Mr. 
CUy  and  himself  had,  before  this,  become 
TioieDtlj  in  lore  with  each  other — each,  no 
doabt,  loving  himself  most,  and,  agreeably 
to  an  old  adage,  we  not  only  see  that,  when 
fiiends  fall  out  they  become  the  most  bitter 
nemiee,  bat,  in  the  same  ratio,  when  bitter 
enemiee  become  Mends,  they  are  Kpt  to  become 
equally  violent ;  very  warm  and  fast  friends. 
60  touch  so  is  it  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Kr.  Clay, 
that  the  latter,  although  created  by  the  former, 
liu,  by  his  strong  and  powerful  eloquence, 
'oed  an  ascendency,  it  wonld  seem,  over  him. 
.  Ghurman,  whilst  at  this  point,  allow  me 
to  give  my  political  creed,  although  I  detest 
ciiMs  and  confessions  everywhere ;  yet  sir,  it 
Iw  become  so  fashionable  here  that  I  most 
^ve  into  it,  although  by  no  means  a  CuhionA- 
Ne  man.  I  oonseot  the  more  readily,  however, 
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to  do  this,  aa  mine  is  a  very  short  one.  WheOf 
as  a  private  citizen,  I  was  last  constitutioa^y 
callea  on  to  vote  for  two  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  I  certdnly  did  not  vote  for  those 
offering,  who  had  declared  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams. 
I  considered  it  was  time  we  shonld  select  our 
President  from  the  body  of  the  people.  I  felt 
unwilling  any  longer  to  continue  the  practice, 
so  long  in  use,  of  teking  the  Secretary  of  State, 
lest  it  would,  at  last,  by  usage,  become  law ; 
and  thus  a  legitimate  clum  to  the  Preridency 
be  set  up  by  that  officer,  who  is  only  a  creature 
of  the  President,  selected  by  him  as  Secretary 
of  State,  and  not  by  the  people — ^therefore,  it 
was  worse  than  folly  to  call  a  President,  so 
made,  the  Prendent  of  the  people,  when  the 
people  did  not  select  him ;  when  he  was  not 
their  choice;  but,  in  resJity,  the  President 
elect,  so  soon  as  appointed  by  the  President  his 
SeoretaiT.  When  the  people  have  been  thus 
deprived  of  the  right  of  dhoonng  who  Hu^ 
would  vote  for,  I  wonld  not,  as  one  of  them, 
give  abrass  fiurtlung  for  the  txouUe  of  ffoingmiles 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  the  ohoioe  ofa  few  dic- 
tators of  the  country.  Nay.  ur,  the  President 
elects  his  successor  now,  wnen  he  selects  hia 
Secretary  of  State.  This  has  been  the  case,  in 
fact,  ever  nnce  the  dectaon  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
thought  it  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  or  for  the 
people  at  once  to  be  allowed  to  elect  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  an  eye  single  to  his  succeed- 
ing to  the  Presidency,  tAer  a  diplomatic  educa- 
tion of  eight  years — i^  indeed,  such  an  educa- 
tion was  to  be  considered  indispensable.  But, 
as  I  did  not,  by  any  means,  think  it  was,  I  pre- 
ferred lending  my  aid  In  abolishing  this  abhor- 
rent, because  uninterrupted  usage,  taking 
the  Secretary  of  State,  md  no  one  else.  ^ 
therefore,  gave  my  vote  to  those  electors  in 
fevor  of  General  Andrew  Jackson — a  man,  if 
not  as  much  of  a  diplomatist  as  Mr.  Adams,  yet 
sufficiently  so ;  and,  what  was  much  better,  we 
knew  him  to  be  friend  and  patriot,  not  in- 
tending to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  is  not  one.  Sir, 
next  to  the  immortal  Washington,  Jackson  has 
been  made,  under  God,  the  political  saviour  of 
his  country.  Bnt  he  was  not  elected,  although 
he  received  a  much  greater  nnmber  of  votes 
than  either  of  the  other  candidates.  Tet  be 
£d  not  receive  the  number  required  by  the 
constitution.  The  three  highest,  therefore,  on 
the  list,  came  here,  and  the  present  inonmbent^ 
Mr.  Adams,  was  elected  by  Congress;  h^ 
therefore,  became  constitutionally  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  As  such,  I  respect  him — 
as  such,  I  hold  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  to  afford  him  every 
assistance  in  my  power,  to  meet,  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  our  country,  every 
particle  of  that  high  responsibility  which  he 
holds  and  stands  bound  to  redeem.  In  a  word, 
to  act  towards  him,  as  I  would  have  him  act 
towards  myself,  were  we  to  change  situations. 
Consequently,  I  shall  continue  to  vote,  as  I  have 
doD^  for  every  measure  eallod  for,  that  I  do 
not,  in  my  oonsoienoe,  believe  dangerous  or  in* 
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jurioQS  to  my  coantry.  Further  than  this,  had 
the  man  of  my  choice  been  elected,  I  wonld  not 
go.  After  this  candid,  honest  confession  of  my 
faith,  sir,  I  hope  no  man  here,  or  elsewhere, 
will  charge  me  with  faction ;  if  he  does,  I  will 
respond  miscreant  to  the  assertion,  or  to  the 
thought,  if  I  coald  come  at  it.  I  have  other 
duties,  U90,  to  attend  to,  which  I  must  and  will 
te  equally  honest  in  the  discharge  of;  and, 
Bhonld  any  thing  that  I  may  say  on  this  floor, 
now,  or  at  any  other  time,  be  felt  or  received 
unpleasantly,  I  would  hare  all  remember  that  I 
intend  not  to  make  a  wound  onnecessorily  any 
where ;  but,  when  it  be  necessary,  for  the  good 
of  my  country,  the  safety  of  our  rights,  or  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  I  shall  not  regard  the 
length,  the  depth,  or  width,  of  such  a  wound. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee to  hear  any  remarkfl  upon  the  subject  of 
Cuba  or  Porto  Rico,  I  wQl  leave  that  to  my 
hcmorable  fiiend  from  Delaware,  who,  I  believe, 
will  place  that,  like  every  other  part  of  the 
Bulgect,  in  the  clearest  posrible  point  of  view. 
One  general  remarl^,  however,  I  will  make,  and 
it  ia  this :  that,  if  our  Government  does  pa- 
tiently stand  by  and  suffer  either  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers,  or  the  South  American  States, 
to  convert  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico  into  another 
Hayti,  without  usiug  all  the  moral  and  physical 
force  of  this  country  to  prevent  it,  they  will 
deserve  to  be  handed  over  to  that  newly-die- 
covered  diplomatic  jack-catch  we  not  long  since 
heard  of — "Heaven's  hangman."  "With  these 
remarks,  sir,  I  shall  first  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, and,  if  carried,  so  as  to  stand  recorded  on 
yonr  Joninala,  I  will  vote  for  the  appropriation. 
With  my  thanks  to  this  honorable  committee 
for  that  unexpected  share  of  attention  they 
have  afforded  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  feel  con- 
tented with  the  fdnt  attempt  I  have  made  to 
discharge  my  duty — wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  do  more. 


Voin>AT,  April  17. 
The  Senate's  amendments  to  the  "  bill  ftr- 
tiier  to  amend  the  Jndidal  system  of  the  United 
States,"  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbsteb, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jadidary. 

Mitnon  to  Panama, 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  approving  the  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma, with  the  amendments  proposing  a  qualifl- 
catton  to  the  general  expression  of  approoation 
thereof — 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
committee  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee is  one  of  great  interest — it  is  surrounded 
by  illusions,  which  render  it  difficult  to  decide 
u^on  it  correctly.  To  dissipate  these  iUusiona 
will  be  an  easy  task,  which,  if  sncoessfnlly  per- 
formed, will  render  it  imposnble  that  the  peo- 
shoold'  be  led  into  an  erriHieoas  jndgmiant. 


There  are  but  too  many  like  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  WTmra,)  who  conceive 
that  this  Mission  to  Panama  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  liberty  and  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  great  family  of  mankind. 
The  President  speaks  of  this  Oongrees  as  if  be 
were  fuU  of  glorious  anticipataons ;  and  in  this; 
as  in  most  ouwr  instance^  lUs  sentiments  have 
been  echoed  by  the  committee  of  the  House. 
The  fact  communicated  with  the  Message  re- 
ceived this  morning,  that  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  Brazil  have  been  invited  to  this  intended 
Congress,  will  be  snfficient  to  correct  the  errw 
of  the  gentleman,  of  the  President,  and  of  tiie 
committee.  It  cannot  he  expected  that  schemes 
favorable  to  free  Qovemments  are  to  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  assistance,  or  even  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Representatives  of  Don  Pedro  the 
First,  of  Brazil.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  the 
papers  commnnicatod  with  the  Message,  that 
the  Spanish  American  Governments  are  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  remove  oil  snspieion  that 
suchideasareoitertidnedbythem,  Tlietiieme 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  American  Independenoe 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  the  freedom  of  man- 
kind, A  less  excusable  error  is  that  of  suppos- 
ing that  the  Spanish  American  States  imitated 
our  example  when  they  separated  themselves 
from  Old  Spain.  We  broke  the  bonds  that 
united  us  to  the  parent  country,  to  escape  op- 

Sression  and  to  enjoy  freedom.  TTiey,  from 
atred  to  France,  and  love  of  their  own  king. 
It  was  love  for  a  despot  in  the  person  of  Ferdi- 
nand the  Seventh,  the  adored,  and  not  hatred  of 
despotism,  which  produced  the  first  efforts  to 
establish  Spanish  AjnericaD  Independenoe.  The 
release  of  the  dethroned  monarcn  from  Ids  cw- 
tivity  in  France,  would  have  been  followed 
the  reunion  of  the  American  States  to  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  but  for  the  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  the  restored  Government.  In  tiiis,  as 
in  numerous  other  coses  recorded  in  history, 
the  folly  of  despotism  was,  in  the  order  of  Prov- 
idence, one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  man.  While 
anxious  to  throw  themselves  into  his  pat«mal 
arms,  the  Spanish  Americans  found  themselves 
compelled  to  wage  a  dangerous  and  doubtful 
contest,  in  order  to  escape  the  threatened  ven- 
geance of  tlieir  monarch.  Their  efibrts  have 
been  great,  and  their  success  glorious.  ABtheu' 
advanced  in  victory)  they  merit  praise  for  hav- 
ing had  the  sagacity  to  discover  the  value  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  wisdom  to  adopt  the 
forms  wd  some  of  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution. 

A  more  dangerous  Illusion,  as  it  is  flattering 
to  our  self-love,  is  that  of  supposing  that  all  the 
movements  of  our  Government  in  favor  of  the 
Spimish  Americans  have  been  prudently  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  promot«  the  establishment 
of  free  Governmenta  and  liberal  institutions. 
A  brief  reference  to  tbe  most  marked  events 
from  the  first  proportion,  which  related  solely 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  made  by  the  present  Secre* 
tary  ctf  Btate,  until  the  reoogniuon  <tf  alL  the 
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Gbanish  American  States  was  proposed  bj  Mr. 
Monroe  will  plaoe  this  matter  in  its  trae  light. 

The  first  rMolntaon  on  the  snbjeot  of  Spanish 
.Amerioa,  introdnced  hyVx.  Olaj,  was  proposed 
irhile  au  Spanish  Aiaerica,  exoept  Bnenos 
AynSf  j0t  owned  at  least «  ncHDinal  obedience 
to  Spwi.   The  re8ohiti<Hi  was  nicoesi^jr  re- 
sisted in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  on  a 
TSrietj  of  gronnds ;  the  chief  were  that  it  was 
notjet  ascertuned  that  Bnenos  Ayres  ooold 
maintwn  its  independenoe — ^tbat  the  oonntr/ 
was  distracted  bj  nctioDB;  the  power  of  Spun 
had  no£  been  exerted  against  the  revolntionarj 
party.    That  the  recog^tion  would  not  be  nse- 
nd  to  the  Patriots^  uor  ports  being  open  to  them 
wiUioat  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  their  Got- 
emment — ^it  might  be  jnjnrioas  to  ns  to  dis- 
cover an  unseasonable  eagerness  to  decide  on 
the  yet  donbtAil  qnestion  between  them  and 
Spun.    An  objection  was  also  urged  to  the 
torm  of  the  proporititm— it  pn^iosedf  like  the 
Greek  resolnnon  of  the  gentleman  from  Hassa- 
bbnsets,  the  applanation  of  money  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  a  mission,  when  the  Prudent 
ohose  to  iostitnte  it    It  was  urged,  tiiat  it 
was  not  th«  duty  of  the  House  to  stimnlate,  but 
to  restrain^  ExecutiTe  patronage.   The  contest 
continued  to  be  sustained  with  donbtfol  fortone 
in  South  America,  ontjl  the  year  1620.   In  the 
mean  time,  oar  long-protracted  disputes  with 
Spain  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  1819 ; 
out  of  which  grew  new  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments, as  Spain  failed  to  ratify  it.   In  the 
negotiation  which  preceded  and  :^owed  that 
tTMty,  no  steps  mtn  taken  by  the  United 
States  towards  reception,  but  the  amx^tment 
of  tiie  CkanmisriiMiera  to  Bumios  Ayres  and 
Ohili,  to  collect  information  of  the  political  and 
civil  condition  of  those  two  coantries.  The 
Spanish  Monarch  was  engaged,  during  this  pe- 
riod, in  preparation  for  formidable  effort  agMnst 
*  the  Revolutionists  in  the  different  parts  of 
America.    A  force  of  16,000  well-organized 
boops,  nnder  a  leader  of  talent,  experience,  and 
repnt^ion,  was  drawn  together  at  Cadiz — ^the 
means  of  transportation  actively  collected — a 
negotiation  with  Portugal  pressed,  to  obtain 
npotsession  of  Monte  Video,  as  a  landing  place 
ud citadel fbr  the  Ttofti  troops.  Themenda 
of  Spanidi  America  saw,  with  anxious  fbrebod- 
ing,  the  gathering  dangw.   The  Spanish  Amer* 
icatis  were  ill  prepared  to  resist  so  formidable  a 
force.  Xbej  owed  their  escape  from  the  ex- 
pected peril  and  thrir  subsequent  signal  tri- 
umphs, to  the  very  source  of  their  danger. 
The  formidable  army  which  threatened  the  anni- 
hilation of  freedom  in  Spanish  America,  gave 
^^om  to  Spanish  Europe ;  and  the  intended 
ipBtmments  of  despotism  were  the  champions  of 
tiberty.   The  imbecile  despotism  of  Ferdinand 
>onk  almost  without  a  struggle,  and  the  constitu- 
tiooof  1812  was  restored.  Patriotism  was  called 
frmi  erile  and  frwn  imprisonment,  to  preside 
over  the  moronents  of  the  restored  system. 
•UKnu  the  first  acts  of  iJie  new  GoTernment, 
^  toe  abandonment  of  dl  attempts  to  lea- 
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nite,  by  force  of  arms,  the  ultra-marine  Territo- 
ry to  the  Spanish  dominion. 

Oommissionera  were  appointed  to  visit  the 
American  OoTemment&  hear  their  complaints, 
and,  if  praotioable,  reunite  them  under  the  coa- 
stitution  to  the  parent  State.  Bolivar  and  Ho- 
rillo  celebrated  the  armistice  in  Golombia  with 
feasts  and  rejoicings — ate  at  the  same  table,  and 
drank  from  the  same  cap.  The  qnestion  be- 
tween Spun  and  Spanish  America  was  entirely 
changed.  It  was  no  longer  a  contest  between 
liberty  and  despotism,  between  the  oppressing 
and  the  oppressed.  It  had  become  a  mere 
question  of  political  separatioo,  interesting  to 
US  and  to  the  world,  but  one  in  which  the  lov- 
ers of  liberty  might  well  feel  sympathy  for  Old 
Spain,  since  her  Government  was  more  demo- 
cratic and  free  than  either  of  those  then  estab* 
liflhed  in  her  former  dominions.  Her  oonstitn- 
tion  was  founded  on  the  acknowledged  sover- 
agatj  of  the  peole,  established  r^re8entati<Hi 
on  the  basis  of  population,  and  OTOred  to  the 
Spanish  Americans,  on  that  ba^  equality  of 
rights,  commercial,  civil,  and  political  It 
would  be  unjost  not  to  mention  that  the  consti- 
tutional Government  was  distinguished  by 
kindness  and  justice  to  the  United  States.  Our 
imprisoned  citizens,  taken  in  arms  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Spanish  Americana,  against  Old  Spain, 
were  liberated — the  Florida  treaty  ratified — ^the 
commercial  code  of  Spain  so  changed  as  to  re- 
move all  cause  of  jost  complaint. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  Hr. 
01ay*s  second  resolution  was  proposed,  and 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Repreaentauves:  a  res- 
olution expresdng  a  deep  interest  for  the  snooMS 
of  theAjnerican  provinces  atrngf^ing  to  estab- 
lish their,  liberty  and  independence.  The  great 
cause  of  liberty,  which  the  friends  of  freedom 
throngbout  the  world  anticipated  would  speed- 
ily triumph  everywhere,  if  sustained  in  Spain 
and  Portugal;  and  Italy  was  disregarded  by  the 
mover  of  this  resolution,  and  those  who  voted 
for  it,  in  their  anxiety  for  the  independence  of 
the  neighboring  States.  I  shall  not  be  coDtrar 
dieted  when  I  assert,  that  the  triumph  of  liber- 
ty in  Europe  would  have  been,  if  not  certnio, 
highly  probable,  if  a  firm  union  had  been  effect- 
ed between  Spain,  Portngal,  end  their  Am^ican 
dominions,  and  under  free  Bq>re6entatiTe  Gov- 
emments ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  cause  of  the  human  race  had  America  been 
reunited  to  the  peninsula  under  a  free  Govern- 
ment than  separated,  although  free,  if  the  pe- 
ninsula was  to  be  again  subjected,  by  that 
event,  to  the  ancient  despotism.  The  efforts  of 
the  Oortes  to  induce  the  ultra-marine  Territo- 
ries to  rennite  nnder  the  constitution  of  1812, 
were  unsuccessful.  The  war  was  renewed,  but 
with  a  different  spirit,  more  worthy  of  the 
combatants.  In  Colombia  the  armistice  was 
broken  by  Bolivar.  Our  Grovemment  continued 
to  manifest  a  proper  solicitude  for  the  Spanish 
Americans,  without  foi^tting  what  was  due  to 
Spain,  free  and  in  tiie  midst  of  enemies.  The 
p(di<7  of  the  EzeontiTe  waBj  at  vnrj  Seaaiat 
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of  Congreaa,  furlj  expressed,  and  on  no  oooasion 
more  fuUj  than  at  the  opening  of  the  Cktngress 
in  the  year  1821.  After  speaking  of  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  Spanish  American  Governments 
dnring  the  preceding  year,  the  President  says, 
in  the  Message  of  the  third  of  December :  It 
has  long  been  manifest  that  it  woold  be  impos- 
sible for  Spain  to  rednoe  these  ooloniea  by  force, 
and  equally  so,  that  no  condition  short  m  their 
independence  wonld  be  satisfactory  to  them.  It 
may  therefore  be  presumed,  and  Is  earnestly 
hoi>ed,  that  the  Government  of  Spdn,  gnided 
by  enlightened  and  liberal  councils,  will  find  it 
to  comport  with  its  interest^  and  dne  to  its 
magnanimity,  to  terminate  this  exbansting  con- 
troversy on  that  basis.  To  promote  this  rranlt 
by  friendly  counsel  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  will  be  the  object  of  the  Gtovemment  of 
the  United  States."  This  language  could  not 
be  misunderstood.  Friendly  counsel  wiUi  the 
Grovemment  of  Spain,  was  the  means  intended 
to  be  used  for  the  accomplishment  of  Uie  de- 
rired  Tesolfr— the  termination  of  the  ezhansting 
controversy  on  the  bads  of  tiie  Spanish  Amer- 
ican Independence.  The  EzeoutiTe  stood  com- 
mitted to  Spain  to  give  that  counsel  before  any 
dedrive  step  was  taken  by  as  on  that  great 

aoesticm.  Spdu  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  after 
lis  volunteered  declaration  of  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate, How  was  this  expectation  met?  TVim- 
in  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  Message, 
without  anv  material  change  in  the  state  of  tiie 
oontest,  ana  without  advising  witli  Bpfun,  or, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  even  giving  notice  of 
sach  an  intention,  the  President,  on  the  8th  of 
2Cardi,  18S9,  recommended,  In  a  roedal  Mce- 
eage,  the  reoogDlti<ni  of  tiie  Spvdsn  American 
States,  and  asked  an  wppropriation  of  mm^  to 
enable  him  to  send  lOnisten  to  them — on  in- 
structive commentary  on  the  doctrine  of  pledges 
oontuned  in  Executive  messages,  the  more  m- 
structive  as  it  proceeds  from  tlie  author  of  them. 
Under  what  ciroomstanoes  did  this  event  oc- 
cur t  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Colombia, 
were  still  without  constitutions,  nnder  a  spe- 
cies of  military  law.  Mexico  acknowledged  the 
power  of  that  miserable  ape  of  European  des- 
pots the  Emperor  Iturbide.  Peru  was  the  the- 
atre  of  a  sanguinary  and  uncertain  contest.  We 
embraced  Imperial  Mexico  to  tbe  iqjury  of  con- 
Btitotional  Spain.  Yes,  sin  in  the  nour  of  her 
peril  this  measure  was  adopted,  which,  how- 
ever defendUe  it  nu^  have  been,  ai  politio  and 
necessary,  was  petnidons  in  its  efiSset  on  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  Europe.  The  constitution- 
al party  in  Spain  were,  at  this  period,  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Surrounded  by  armies 
without,  and  assailed  within  by  all  the  artifices 
of  priestly  cunning,  operating  upon  an  ignorant 
and  bigoted  peasantry,  they  resisted,  as  they 
had  done,  the  pressure  upon  them,  by  holding 
out  to  the  people  the  hope  of  a  reunion  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  under  the  Representative 
system — an  event  not  to  be  effected  if  the  an- 
ient Government  was  restored.  The  langoage 
cfthe  Patriots  of  the  OorteawM^  "tin  reanioiL 
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of  all  Spain  under  a  ft^  Government,  or  the 
independence  and  freedom  of  Ultramar."  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Spanish 
America,  by  the  United  States,  struck  fiY>m  the 
Spanish  Patriots  their  best  defence,  and  the 
blow  was  more  fatal,  as  it  was  given  by  a  free 
Government  The  sequel  of  the  history  of  the 
Spanish  oonslitatifm  is  soon  told ;  it  fdl  before 
the  united  powers  of  dcHnestie  treacfaeiy  and 
foreign  force.  Patriotism,  and  virtue,  and  inno- 
cence, and  beanty,  were  a^«n  driven  iuto  exile 
from  fair  Spain,  or  cast  mto  loattisome  dun- 
geons, while  generous,  romantdc,  and  heroic  val- 
or, was  draped  on  a  hurdle,  with  every  mark 
of  indignity  bigotry  and  cruelty  could  devise, 
to  tiie  place  of  public  execution.  Liberty,  fly- 
ing from  the  fastnesses  of  Asturias,  has  not 
found  a  resting-place  on  the  continent  of  En- 
rope,  yet  still  hovers  over  Greece,  hoping  to 
discover  a  reftige  among  the  ruins  of  her  an- 
cient temples. 

I  do  not  Mr.  Ohaliman,  mean  to  oensore  the 
policy  which  haa  been  pnrsned,  nor  to  enter 
mto  any  examinatiim  of  it  The  Gtovemment 
has  done  what  it  believed  Its  duty  to  the  pe(K 
pie  of  the  United  States,  a  duty  which  is  too  qpt 
to  be  forgotten  when  we  take  the  nniverse  un- 
der our  care,  which  is  departed  from  when  we 
legislate  for  the  benefit  of  other  nations.  My 
purpose  is  answered,  if  I  have  shown  to  the 
committee  that,  in  the  recognition  of  Spanish 
America,  we  did  not  move  in  obedience  to  the 
love  of  liberty,  or  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
extondon  of  Representative  Governments.  Had 
the  love  of  liberty  only  governed  our  actionS| 
oar  views  should' not  have  been  confined  to 
Spanish  America,  or  to  America.  Man  is  our 
broUker,  wherever  he  reddes,  and  onr  feelinss 
and  wishes  are  as  strong  for  bis  snfifiBr^m 
Ada,  Africa,  or  Europe,  as  in  America.  THiat 
then  did  we  look  tof  To  onr  interests,  whidi 
required  a  separation  of  the  Spanish  American 
Governments  from  each  other  and  from  Spain. 
The  character  of  these  Governments  is  to  the 
people,  for  or  by  whom  they  are  formed,  of  the 
first  importance ;  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  of  but  a  secondary  consequence. 

Having  examined  what  the  President  pro- 
poses, tonching  this  principle,  let  us  see  what 
ne  proposes  on  the  other  great  subject  with 
which  the  prindple  is  remotely  connected — 
the  great  subject  of  "European  interfer«u» 
with  the  domestic  concerns  American  Gov- 
ernments." Ko  such  interference  is,  at  this 
moment,  dreaded  or  menaced.  Why  diacnas 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  onr  resisting  itt 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
steb)  says  it  mnst  be  discussed.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLahb)  says  it  must 
not  be  discnssed.  Both  gentiemen  err  in  sup* 
posing  that  there  is  any  intention  to  discuss 
resistance,  by  the  United  States,  of  European 
interference.  That  part  of  the  screw  is  already 
turned  upon  ns.  On  that  point  we  stand,  io 
the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  oom- 
ndttea.  The  parties,  speaking  of  oar  Exaeo' 
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tive  and  the  Spanish  American  Goreminents, 
are  ap'eed  apoD  it — we  go  to  Panama  nnder 
an  invitation,  in  the  language  of  the  President, 
**  to  take  into  consideration  the  means  of  resist- 
ing interference  from  abroad  with  the  domee- 
tio  oonoerns  of  tiie  Amerioan  GoremmentB. 
In  aUnding  to  these  means,  it  woold  obviooa- 
b  be  prunatQTe,  at  this  time,  to  onUrapate 
mat  wnich  la  offered  merely  as  matter  of 
ocmsnltation.    or  to  pronoonoe  upon  those 
measures  which  have  been  or  may  be  sug- 
gested."   We  go  to  discDSB  means  and  moaa- 
Tirea  of  r^stance.  We  are  held  pledged  to 
i:enst  European  interference  with  the  domestio 
ooDcems  of  the  Spanish  American  States. 
That  the  United  States  are  not  pledged,  is  to 
OS  well  known.   We  can  be  pledged  only  by 
it&^.   Bat  OUT  neighbors  think  we  are ;  they 
•ot  under  this  delusion,  and  onght  to  be  nnde- 
oeired.   To  anppose  that  what  has  been  done 
by  this  and  the  former  Administratitm  has  im- 
posed no  obUgation  upon  ns,  wotdd  be  to  oom- 
n^t  an  egr^oos  mistake.  What  has  been 
dtme,  imposes  upon  ns  aU  the  obligation  the 
ExecntiTe  oonld,  by  his  own  act,  create.  I 
nteak  not  of  the  Messa^  of  1828 :  I  speak  of 
me  language  of  Hr.  Pomsett,  acting  nnder  the 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State :  and  of 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  writing  nnder 
the  eye  of  the  President.   When  nations  speak, 
they  mean  something,  as  the  gentleman  ft>om 
Hasaachasetta  (Mr.  Websteb)  has  emphatically 
Slid.    Nations  speak  by  their  Ministers  or 
Oliief  Magistrates.    Oar  Minister  to  Mexico 
has  said  to  that  GoTemment,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled, in  &e  event  of  £nn^>ean  interference, 
to  take  the  most  active  and  eflBoient  part  and 
to  bear  the  bnmt  of  the  contest.   It  is  alleged 
that  this  was  done  without  iostmctions.  Sir, 
look  at  the  instnictions,  yon  will  find  his  jnstifi- 
eataou.  He  was  instnuSted  that  this  determina- 
tion  to  resist  Enropean  interference,  was  the 
basis  of  oar  policy  towards  the  Amerioui 
States,  to  arge  the  Mexican  Government  to 
adopt  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Message 
of  1828 — **the  important  principles  of  inter- 
continental law."   In  the  letters  written  to 
him,  the  Secretary  of  State  speaks  of  the  man- 
MUMs  pUdgt  oi  Jti,  Monroe.  In  the  answer 
to  the  oflBcM  communioation  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
dstailhig  his  conversation  with  the  Mexican 
Qoremment,  there  is  neither  censnre  of  the 
laognam  need  by  him,  nor  caution  to  be  more 
guarded  in  fatare.   Indeed,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  his  conduct  met  the  approbatiou  of  the 
Bxecative.   The  gentleman  irom  Massaohnsetts 
•  (Mr.  WiEBenut)  thinks  that  Mr.  Poinsett's  lan- 
Koage  was  too  strong,  bat  that  he  pat  the 
Kexicans  right  in  August;  and  what  is  con- 
cloMve  proof  that  the  Mexicans  do  not  consider 
a>  any  further  pledged  to  them  tbm  England 
i>,  that  tlie  note  written  by  the  Mexican  Secre- 
tey  of  State  to  oar  Minister  and  to  the  English 
(%WK^  d'AfiSures,  on  the  snlgject  of  the  trans- 
ftr  01  Cuba  to  France,  were  precisely  alike, 
gentleman,  from  an  indistinct  leooUectitm 
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{jS  dates  and  facts,  has  fallen  into  a  great  error. 
The  to0  strong  language  of  Mr.  Poinsett  was 
used  on  the  27th  of  September.  The  impres- 
sion produced  by  it  could  not  be  corrected  the 
precedingmonth.  The  notes  to  Messrs.  Poin- 
sett aad  Ward  were,  through  the  induence  of 
Mr.  Ward,  at  the  tweuU  imtmee  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, "  v0i^aHm  etJUtratim,  the  same."  If,  in 
Angust,  the  Mezioan  Secretary  thought  he  was 
authorized  to  demand  our  interference,  what 
language  wOl  fae  not  now  hold  since  the 
mem(nnble  conversation  of  Sept^berf  The 
declarations  of  our  Ministers  are  allied  to 
have  been  mere  argument — a  simple  reference 
to  the  past,  not  committing  nor  intended  to 
commit  us  to  any  thing.  These  pretences  will 
not  serve.  Our  lOnister  spoke  plunly  and 
intelligibly,  of  existing  obligation  and  ftiture 
action,  not  of  past  intention.  He  spoke  not  of 
the  dead  past,  bat  of  the  living  present,  and 
the  |ff8gnant  fntnre.  How  will  we  esof^  the 
consequences  of  the  ol^gation  the  Esecntive 
has  thus  imposed  upon  the  United  States  I 
If  the  event  occurs  which  our  Minister  antid- 
pated,  can  yon  deny  the  existence  of  any  obliga- 
tion ?  Or  will  you  hazard  the  declaration  that 
it  is  onl^  an  imperfect  obligation  f  Or  shall 
we  find  safety  and  honor  in  the  puerile  sophism 
of  the  Department  of  State,  which  seeks  to 
avoid  a  fair  conclusion  by  abusing  a  termt 
The  Secretary  of  State  asserts  that  Mr.  Poinsett 
referred  alone  to  a  pledge  of  the  character  of 
that  of  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration,  a  pledge  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  posterity."  Is  this  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  when  fae  declared, 
"  what  farther  we  KUidy  to  do  in  order  to 
defend  their  (the  Mejdoan*s)  ri^^ts  and  libeiv 
ties."  A  pledge  to  posterity — a  pledge  to  our- 
selves I  How  strange  that  vigorous  and  prac- 
tised minds  should  resort  to  such  defences! 
The  existing  generatitm  but  to  often  gives  a 
pledge  for  posterity,  which  posterity  is  called 

rn  to  redeem.  A  pledge  to  posterity  may 
ays  be  given  with  perfect  security.  The 
party  who  only  has  the  right  to  demand  the 
redemption  of  a  pledge,  is  he  to  whom  it  is 
given.  Posterity  can  never  make  such  demand 
until  the  present  is  united  to  tiie  future. 

Equally  safe  is  a  pledge  to  ourselves.  The 
party  holding  the  pledge  can  release  it.  V  we 
ourselves  should  ever  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  call, 
at  an  inconvenient  season,  for  the  redemption 
of  a  pledge  given  by  ourselves  to  ourselves,  we 
ourselves  can  release  ourselves  from  the  obliga- 
tion to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  ourselves 
to  ourselves.  Oould  the  genius  of  ridicule 
itself,  by  the  use  of  words,  produce  a  more 
whimsical  confosion-of  ideas?  "The  people 
of  the  United  States  stood  pledged  to  postenty 
and  to  themselves."  If  we  have  given  any 
pledge,  it  has  been  given  to  some  power  or 
powers,  who  have  a  right  to  hold  it,  until  re- 
deemed by  us,  or  voluntarily  surendered  by 
tiiem.  Mr.  Monroe's  Message  was  nopledge, 
BoT  it  was  addressed  to  no  power,  what  it 
lus  become  in  the  handiof  the  present  Adp 
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ministratioD,  is  another  and  distinct  inquiry, 
into  wliich  I  propose  to  enter,  after  I  have 
endeavored  to  explain  what  that  Measage  origi- 
noUy  was.  The  circmnstances  under  which  it 
was  prepared,  furnish  the  best  elaeidation  of 
it.  After  the  suppression  of  free  Governments, 
in  Piedmont,  Naplen,  and  Spain,  on  the  princi- 
ples proclaimed  by  the  Uoly  Allies,  in  the  suc- 
cessive Congresses  of  Troppan,  liiybach,  and 
Verona,  it  was  seriously  apprehended  that 
the  allied  sovereigns  would  extend  their  parent- 
al regards  to  this  continent  This  appehen- 
sion  was  the  more  reasonable,  aa  the  principles 
upon  which  France  had  just  acted  in  Spain, 
in  the  suppression  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  despot,  could,  with  great 
facility,  be  brought  to  justify  an  interventitm 
between  Sptdn  and  her  revolted  colonies — an 
intervention  the  Spanish  monarch  was  in- 
formally soliciting,  and  which  was  expected 
to  become  the  topic  of  discussion,  at  least,  in 
Paris.  England,  who  had  remained  a  tran- 
quil spectator  of  the  outrages  committed  by 
organized  and  disciplined  despotism,  in  It^y 
and  Spain,  had  too  deep  an  interest  to  remain 
silent  when  America  was  in  question.  To 

S've  decisive  effect  to  the  warning  the  British 
inister  had  determined  to  give  to  the  allied 
monarcha,  he  wished  as  to  join  in  it.'  Our 
Hinister  to  London  was  asked  to  make,  in  con- 
cert with  En^and,  a  declaration  to  the  allied 
Borereigns.  Without  instructions,  Mr,  Bush 
could  not  accede  to  this  proposal ;  but,  with  a 
boldness  highly  honorable  to  his  diplomatic 
character,  he  offered  to  take  the  responsibility 
<^  this  measure,  if  Great  Britain  would  place 
herself  precisely  in  the  same  position  as  the 
United  States,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  Span- 
ish American  independence.  As  Mr.  Canning 
was  not  prepared  to  go  that  length,  the  decla- 
ration was  not  made  by  us.  No  doubt  (of  this, 
however,  I  speak  without  certain  authority) 
some  official  communications  were  made  to 
the  President,  through  the  English  r«)reBenta' 
live  in  Wasbineton.  Coincidmg  vita  BriUun 
in  the  policy  of  at  once  la^venting,  by  an  im- 
mediate movement,  any  allied  intervention  in 
the  Spanish  contest  on  this  continent,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  place  of  an  official  note  to  the  allies, 
expressed  his  opinions  in  his  Kessage  to  Con- 
gress. This  course  was  recommended  by  two 
very  important  reasons :  we  avoided  by  it  any 
entanglement,  the  necessary  consequence  of 
our  movement,  if  made  in  concert  with  another 
power ;  the  other,  and  more  decisive  considera- 
tion, was,  that,  by  a  Message  to  Congress, 
while  it  would  fully  explain  the  views  m  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  this  Government  would  be, 
as  to  its  future  course,  least  committed.  What 
did  the  Mrasage  of  1823  assert?  *'That  we 
should  connder  any  attempt  made  by  the  Eu- 
ropean alliance,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  tliis  hemisphere,  as  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  security.''  That  "  we  could  not 
•view  any  interposition  for  the  purposes  of  op- 
presung "  the  Spanish  American  States,  ac- 1 
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knowledged  by  us,  "or  controlling,  in  aaj 
other  manner,  thmr  destiny,  by  any  Enn^eau 
power,  in  any  other  lisht  than  as  ^e  manifes- 
tation d  an  nnfliaidly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States."   To  what  qrstom  does  the 
President  allude}    It  is  usuuly  taken  for 
granted,  that  he  alludes  to  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment ;  that  he  conndered  the  estabUshmeut  of 
such  Governments  oo  any  part  of  tliis  hemis- 
phere, "  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  secu- 
rity."  A  little  reflection  will  show  that  this 
conclusion  is  erroneous,   Ko  President  could 
have  so  degrading  an  opinion  of  our  Govem- 
ment,  or  of  the  people,  whose  will  created  it, 
and  whose  valor  will  support  it,  as  to  believe 
that  the  existence  of  a  despotic  Govemmmt 
in  any  p^  of  Hob  hemisphere,  is  dangerous  to 
onr  security.  He  who  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  imperial  Governments  of  Don 
Pedro  of  Braril,  and  Iturbide  of  Hezico,  with 
the  same  alacrity  that  he  did  the  Sepublican 
Governments  of  Colombia,  Chili,  and  Buenoe 
Ayres,  cert^nly  did  not  entertain  such  an 
opinion.   To  what,  then,  did  he  allude!  He 
alluded  to  the  system  established  by  the  allien, 
as  explained  at  their  different  Congresses,  and 
as  acted  upon,  formerly  in  France,  and  recent- 
ly in  Italy  and  Spain.   He  alluded  to  the  sys- 
tem of  interference,  by  an  armed  force,  in  the 
domestic  affairs  of  nations,  under  the  pretext 
of  maintaining  or  restoring  domestic  peace, 
and  placing  the  institutums  of  Hie  invaded  coun- 
try on  snoh  bases  as  would  afford  salutary 
guarantees  to  the  general  tranquillity.  The 
essential  difference  between  oar  system  and 
that  of  the  allies,  of  which  tke  President  speaks, 
in  the  some  Message,  arises  from  our  asserting, 
and  uniformly  acting  on  the  principle  on  which 
our  Government  is  erected,  that  every  people 
have  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  concerns 
in  their  own  way ;  to  live  under  such  a  Gov- 
ernment 08  they  may  choose  to  establish ;  to 
change  it  at  their  pleasure,  whenever  a  change 
is  necewary  to  their  happiness  and  prosperity. 
This  principle  is  true  everywhere ;  but,  in  the 
maintenance  of  it  in  Europe,  we  have  but  a 
remote — in  the  maintenance  of  it  in  Amerkai 
ft  direct,  interest.   The  law  of  self-defence  re- 
quires us  to  act,  whenever  any  combination  of 
powers — Asiatic,  African,  European,  or  Ameri- 
can— interferes  with  the  domesUc  concerns  <«F 
the  American  States.   This  was  all  that  was 
rightfully  asserted  by  the  Message  of  1S2S. 
The  motive  of  interference  does  not  enter  into 
the  question.   If  the  interference  was  in  a  cru- 
sade  against  liberty,  it  was  not  "  dangerous  to 
our  peace,"  but  a  direct  attack  upon  us.  If 
the  crusade  liegan  at  Patagonia,  it  would  not 
end  at  Mexico.   If,  for  the  purposes  of  oppres- 
sion, to  gratify  ambition,  or  to  sustain  the 
sinking  cause  of  a  cruel  tyranny,  the  interfer- 
ence would  be  a  gross  wrong,  whicli  ve,  of 
right,  might  arm,  and  act  to  prevent.  But 
what  effect  has  the  assertion  of  these  prind- 
ples,  in  an  Executive  Message,  producea  upon 
usS  Has  it  proved  their  truthf  Their  trnth 
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had  nerer  bem,  and  Is  notdoabted.  Did  it 
bind  DB  to  act  upon  them  f  We  should,  in  case 
of  neeuait;',  have  acted  upon  them,  had  tliey 
not  been  aaserted ;  and  we  shall  act  np<Hi  them 
Theaever  an  emergwoy  may  reqnire  it,  with- 
out regard  to  the  Message ;  and  oar  mode  of 
tetim  wiU  be  preoiady  the  same  as  if  the  Mes- 
Bige  never  had  been  sent  to  ns.  How  we  dudl 
will  be  dedded  by  Oongrew,  whose  wUl 
ii  M  oonmletely  nnfettered,  as  if  the  Message 
never  had  been  prepared,  or  its  aatiior  never 
hsd  exiflted.  I  speu,  sir,  of  the  Message  nn- 
eonnected  with  the  nse  anbseqaently  made  of 
it  What  it  has  noto  become,  I  will  show  to 
tiie  committee.  Under  the  plastic  hand  of 
mother  artist,  a  Message  of  a  President  to 
Oongrees  has  been  converted  into  a  bond  unit- 
ing onr  destiny  to  that  of  Spanish  America. 
A  declaration,  founded  on  the  law  of  self-de- 
fimce,  has  been  changed  to  a  pledge  of  guar- 
^aoship  and  protection  of  all  the  Spanish 
Amencan  Government :  the  condemnation  of 
tbe  prindplea  d  the  Holy  AUianoe,  into  tiie 
•KtiML  ctf  the  ri^t,  in  this  oontinrat,  to  act 
upon  the  same  principles.  Gan  gentlemen 
doabt  that  these  changes  have  been  wronght, 
or  attempted  ?  The  correspondence  with  Mexi- 
co proves  them  beyond  dispute.  The  last 
metamorphoeis  may  be  found  in  the  instruc- 
tiona  of  the  SOth  of  March,  1825,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
sett. Mr.  Glay  writes :  the  political  systems 
of  the  two  continents  (Europe  and  America) 
are  easMitially  different.  Eaon  has  the  exclu- 
>tve  right  to  judge  for  itself  what  is  best  ssited 
to  its  own  condition,  and  most  likely  to  pro- 
■ote  its  h^pinesB ;  bat  nether  has  a  to 
enforce  upon  the  other  tiie  establishment  of 
iti  peentisr  system." 

Now,  Grange  as  it  may  seem,  here  is  the 
aAnowledgment  of  the  right  of  the  allied 
nrereigns  to  do  all  that  has  been  done  by  them 
b  Europe,  and  the  assertion  of  tiie  right  of  any 
American  alliance  to  do  what  it  pleases  on 
this  continent.  The  exclu»ve  continental  right 
of  regolatiug  its  own  system,  can  only  be  exer- 
cised by  the  inatrumenttdity  of  the  power  of 
ihs  great  nations  occupying  it.  The  Holy  Al- 
lies have  done  no  more  than  proclaim  and  act 
this  doctrine,  in  Europe.  Are  we  to  copy 
detestable  example  here?  The  principle 
ttMTted  is  equally  false,  applied  to  ^ther  oonti- 
iNDt;  and  equaUy  false,  however  pure  the 
notive  of  its  application.  Its  apparent  {dauM- 
VSaij  arises  from  assuming  that  to  be  tnie  of  a 
MutiDent,  oooQpied  by  many  nations,  which  is 
tns  of  each  lution  that  occupies  it.  Every 
«a*i<Mi  has  the  exolurfve  right  to  judge  for  itself 
vhst  is  best  suited  to  its  own  condition.  Any 
interference  with  that  right,  is  equally  detest- 
>ble  in  principle,  whether  made  by  powers 
occupying  the  same  or  a  differwit  continent. 
No  coDUaent  has  a  right  to  prescribe  to  the 
natioDs  composing  it  any  regulation  whatsoever 
its  intemsl  affiiirs.  Connected  with  the 
pRfosed  Mission  to  Panama,  with  the  charac- 
ter of  tin  assemblr  of  unions  whidi  is  to  meet 
VobliL— 13 
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there,  and  the  peculiar  stipulation  of  the  trea- 
ties formed  touching  the  powers,  or  rather  ob- 
jects, of  that  assembly,  tnis  attempt  to  intro- 
duce this  new  term  of  inter-emtinental  rights 
into  the  code  of  national  law,  is  ominous  of  the 
intentions  of  our  present  Falinurus.  It  is  to 
concert  means  of  resisting  European  interfer- 
ence ;  these  being  conrid«red  as  the  principles 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  Message,  that  we  have  been 
invited^  and  have  consented  to  go  to  Panama. 
We  go  not  to  undeceive  them ;  not  to  explain 
to  them  their  mistake,  in  supposing  ns  pledged 
to  any  efforts  for  the  defence  of  Uieir  rights ; 
bnt  to  disonss  the  question  of  means,  as  if  the 

Sledge  existed  in  its  full  force,  as  presented  to 
[exico,  by  our  Minister.  Supposing  no  treaty 
engagement  is  made,  what  wOl  be  the  effect 
of  a  formal  discussion,  and  a  formal  agreement, 
recorded  in  the  protocols  of  the  Assembly  t 
Bnt  the  Preeddent  does  not  tell  us  that  he  will 
not  make  a  treaty.  He  says  "  a  joint  declara- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  obtrusive  interfbr^ 
ence  from  abroad,  and  the  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  the  ocoadon 
would  require.  Whether  the  United  States 
should  or  should  not  be  parties  to  such  a  deo- 
laratioo,  may  justly  form  a  part  of  the  delibera- 
tion." This  declaration  will  be  signed  by  onr 
Ministers,  if  they  think  it  expedient.  That 
they  will  be  pressed  to  join  in  it,  cannot  be 
delated,  when  we  reflect  on  the  situation  of 
the  South  American  States.  What  will  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  joint  declaration,  to  which  we 
become  parties,  about  which  we  shall  not  be 
consulted,  nor  will  the  Senate  be  asked  for 
their  adviee  t  Will  we  not  stand  still  more 
deeply  involved  than  we  now  are  ?  Am  I  not 
justified  by  this  examination  of  this  subject,  in 
Wievin^  that  the  public  interest  requires  no 
n^otiation  at  Panama  respecting  itf  It  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  how  we  shul  exercise  onr 
discretion,  when  the  lawlera  intervention  of 
any  power,  European  or  Americao,  in  the 
domestic  concerns  of  a  neighborii^  State,  shall 
impose  npon  ns  the  necessity  to  act.  Instead 
of  discussing  the  propriety  of  onr  uniting  in  a 
declaration,  onr  Ministers  should  go  to  extri- 
cate ns  from  the  embarrassments  created  by 
the  imprudent  diplomatic  and  Executive  decla- 
rations already  made;  with  orders  to  with- 
draw ns  from  the  eddy,  not  with  the  power  to 
plunge  us  Btill  deeper  Into  the  vortex  of  im- 
plied pledges  to  defend  Spanish  American 
rights  and  liberties. 

We  must  not  forget,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  tho 
language  of  the  President  does  not  exclude  the 
idea  of  forming  a  treaty  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
the  other  basis  of  the  American  systeih — ooloni- 
zatioD.  Coinciding  with  the  President,  as  they 
suppose,  honorable  gentlemen  tell  us  that  we 
must  have  Republics  on  this  side  the  Atiantio. 
We  mtut  have  Bepvhlie*.  How  must  we  estab- 
lish them  f  Our  own  Republic  exists  by  popu- 
lar wilL  Onr  will  cannot  control  our  neigh- 
bors, unless  enforced  by  our  power.  Do  we 
mean  to  force  onr  American  zxeighbors  to  be- 
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free,  contrary  to  their  wishes  t  Gentlemen, 
in  their  infinite  loTe  of  free  in£titati(ma,  abandon 
the  first  prindples  ot  our  own  institatatnu,  and 
are  prepared  to  imitate  thOH&  allianoes  which 
fhejr,  at  the  same  moment,  (midemn.  Kdther 
religion  nor  liberty  can  be,  on  just  principles, 
propagated  hj  the  sword.  These  same  gentle- 
men, while  they  join  oar  committee  in  echoing 
the  opinions  of  the  President,  that  "  great  po- 
litical interests  will  be  discussed  at  Panama," 
that  the  decisions  of  oar  Ministers  "  will  act 
on  ns  "  politically,  also  profess  themselves  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  no  entangling  alliances  are 
intended,  or  likely  to  arise  ont  of  the  proposed 
mission.  While  I  consider  these,  opinions  de- 
lusive, I  ask  gentlemen  who  entertain  them — to 
ezpltdn  how  their  intentions  can  be  aooom- 
pli^ed,  how  onr  politioal  intereats  are  to  be 
gaarded,  withont  trealua  with  those  whose 
oedsiona  are  bo  important  to  us,  and  upon 
those  points  especially  which  tonch  our  politi- 
cal interests!  Such  treaties  will  necessarily 
expose  the  destiny  of  oar  country  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  other  nations.  Every  alliwoe  ia,  in 
my  judgment,  entangling,  which  places  our 
peace  on  the  discretion  or  movementa  of  any 
other  Qovemmeat,  whether  we  are  to  play 
the  part  of  guardians,  allies,  or  anxiliaries. 
The  President,  and  the  honorable  members  of 
tliis  House  who  justiiy  his  coarse,  with  one 
breath,  deny  the  danger  of  entangling  alliances, 
mi^  in  the  nex^  argm  that  t&eiy  are  inevi- 

S^,  on  this  subject  of  the  farm  of  the  Gov- 
ernments on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  no  «Tor 
more  &tal  to  the  fntnre  pn^teri^  of  this  peo- 
ple oould  be  committed  than  that  of  believing 
that  oar  interests  require  us  to  act  on  different 
principles  than  those  which  have  usually,  if  not 
always,  regulated  our  Government  In  the 
forms  of  the  Governments  of  other  nations  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere;  and  it  is  indiflfer- 
ent  where  those  nations  live.  AmericvAfri<», 
Asia,  Enrope,  are  to  us  the  same.  We  will 
that  our  Government  shall  be  free.  Let  o^er 
nations  exercise  their  wilL  If  wisely,  in  copy- 
ing our  ins4ituti(»iB,  and  conforming  to  oar 

{irmoiples,  they  wiQ  secure  their  own  prosper- 
and  oar  respect ;  if  madly,  in  oopying  the 
fbllies  of  the  Hebrews,  who  were  disoontmted 
without  a  king,  let  them  suffer  the  appropriate 

Eenalty.  The  gratification  of  their  wishes  will 
ring  with  it  the  punishment  for  their  absurd- 
ity. The  very  duigerous  ideas  of  our  Ohief 
Uairistrates,  touching  our  Aitore  interooorse 
wiw  the  Governments  of  this  continent,  is 
forcibly  illostrated  by  referring  to  anouier 
snbject  proposed  to  be  submitted  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Ministers  who  are  to  go  to  Paoama 
— Religion,  A  subject  the  immortal  authors 
of  our  constitution  would  not  permit  us  to 
-tonch,  is  to  be  made  a  part  the  instmotions 
of  our  Ohitf  Magiatrate  to  tUa  new  miaaion. 
I  will  not  take  the  pains  to  point  out  the 
change  in  the  mind  of  uie  President,  as  exhibit- 
Ad  in  hia  Uesaage  to  na  and  to  the  Senate^  nor 


to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  all  the  wishes  of  the 
Preddent,  as  expressed  in  the  Message  to  na^ 
have  been  already  aooompltshed,  aa  r^pards 
those  American  Govemmenta  with  whnn  we 
have  already  formed  treaties;  and  tliat  the  cor- 
respondenoe  with  the  other  Qovemmenta  doea 
not  show  tiie  smallest  probablitgr  of  any  difil- 
cnlty  of  snoceeding  to  the  same  extent  with 
thoee  with  whom  we  are  yet  negotiating ;  bat 
I  deem  it  important  to  press  on  the  atteQti<»i 
of  the  committee  that  our  Ohief  Ma^strates 
have  oonadered  it  "  as  among  the  duties  de- 
volved upon  us,  in  the  formation  of  onr  futoie 
relations  with  our  Southern  neighbors,  to  ose 
all  the  moral  influence  which  we  can  eierois& 
whether  of  example,  of  friendly  counsel,  or  vf 

gersuasioD,"  to  establish  civil  and  reli^ooa 
berty  among  them. 

I  confess  to  you,  Mr.  Obunnan,  that  I  was 
not  prepared  to  expect  a  denon<^tion  of  pri- 
vateering from  Maf»aohmetts ;  and  when  I  look 
at  the  incidents  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the 
late  war,  I  am  filled  with  wonder  that  any  pol- 
itician of  our  country  should  desire  to  see  it 
fonnaUy  denounced  by  an  assembly  of  nations. 
Of  the  fifteen  hundred  vessels  taken  from  Great 
Britain  during  the  late  contest,  balancing  the 
account  of  her  plunder  of  our  citizens  on  the 
ocean,  how  many  were  o^tured  by  pablio 
armed  ^ps  ?  I  should  be  happy  to  hear  a  fair 
explanation  from  the  genUenum  from  Masachn- 
setta,  (Mr.  Wbbsteb,)  who  has  addressed  us  on 
tlus  subject  of  the  diffiBrenoe,  on  mtnvl  prin<a- 
ples,  of  oaptnringthe  private  property  of  an  en- 
emy on  the  ocean  by  comnussioned  public  vee* 
sels  of  war,  and  oommisnoned  private  vessels 
of  war. 

[Mr.  Wkbstbb  siud  he  had  (^ven  no  opinion.] 
True,  sir,  the  gentieman  gave  as  no  Ofanion ; 
he  gave  us  an  argument  in  defence  of  the  Pres- 
ident's opinion,  who  cannot  exaggerate  to 
himself  tiie  nmading  glory  with  i^ich  the 
United  States  will  go  forth  in  the  memory  of 
fliture  ages,"  i^  through  our  moral  inflnenoe^ 
the  South  American  States  abolish  private  war 
on  tiie  ocean. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  I  eonftss,  wiOwnt  heritati<», 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  surrender  this  powerfm 
instrmnent  of  offensive  defence ;  and  what  I  am 
nnwiUing  to  surrender  to  a  powerful  maritime 
State  I  shoald  be  ashamed  to  ask  of  oar  feeble 
neighbors.  Nor  can  I  leave  this  subject  with- 
out protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  a  force  prepared  by  the 
resources  of  the  Government  and  that  prepared 
by  individual  enterprise,  <iontroUed  and  direct- 
ed by  public  law.  As  much  gallantry,  hero- 
ism, courtesy,  and  patriotism,  have  been  dis- 
played on  the  decks  of  our  privateers,  as  liave 
ever  been  exhibited,  except  on  the  dedcs  of  our 
own  public  ships  of  war.  That  En^and,  with 
her  swarms  of  smallpablio  vessels ci  war, com- 
manded by  petty  officers,  who  have  enriched 
themselves  by  preying  upon  belligerent  and 
neutral  commerce,  should  inveigh  against  the 
use  <tf  privateua,  ia  natural  and  a|^rq|viate; 
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that  there  should  be  oonverta  to  her  doctrines 
in  this  eonntry  is  to  be  deeply  regretted.  The 
President,  however,  is  not  sangnine  in  his  hopes 
of  effecting  so  mnob  as  the  abolition  of  private 
war  on  the  ocean,  at  Panama.  He  beheves  it 
win  be  praetdcable  to  eatabUsh  the  principle 
tiiat  the  friendly  flag  shall  cover  the  oarao. 
The  role  that  tne  ships  make  free  goods  has 
been  diaciuBed  for  eentoriea ;  after  varioos  ef- 
fbrts,  the  rale  of  maritime  war,  as  it  at  present 
erista,  that  enemies*  goods,  under  a  friend's 
fag,  was  prize  of  war,  and  a  friend's  goods,  un- 
der an  enemy's  flai^  not  prize  of  war,  has  been 
quietly  adopted.  For  the  seonrity  of  the  prop- 
erty of  oor  oitizens,  it  is  practically  sn£Scient. 
The  rennrrence  to  the  dispoted  doctrine  can 
only  be  important  to  the  carriers  of  the  cargoes 
of  belligerents,  and  to  the  feeble  maritime  pow- 
cars  who  may  be  enga^  in  war.  Karitime 
sb^ngth  will  not  admit  the  role;  maritime 
weakness  willingly  adopts  iL  What  does  our 
Chief  Magistrate  propose  f  To  compel  the 
powerftil  by  combining  together  the  feeble 
States)  ITo,  dr.  he  proposes  to  adopt  the 
principle  as  applicable  only  to  those  who  ad- 
mit it.  In  a  former  ^soosnon,  I  took  oooasion 
to  show  that  the  stipniation  to  that  extent  al- 
ready made  with  Oolombia,  might  lead  to  great 
embarrassments  with  Spain,  with  whom  we 
have  anmilar  stipniation.  I  will  not  repeat 
what  I  then  nrgeo,  preferring  to  rely  on  the 
recollection  of  the  committee. 

The  basis  of  cor  relations  with  Hayti  cannot 
be  ohanged,  anless,  indeed,  the  anti<»pations  of 
oor  ristw  BepubUe  of  Oolombia  shomd  be  re- 
alized,  and  other  porti  of  ortr  hemisphere  should 
be  in  Uie  eheunutaneet.  And  what,  Mr.  Ohair- 
mao,  does  oar  Ezeontive  say  on  this  proposition 
to  discuss  the  basis  on  which  our  relations  with 
Hajrti  diall  be  placed?  He  thinks  it  may  be  a 
miestion  of  preliminary  advisement,  whether 
toe  political  condition  of  Hayti  be  bronght  at 
all  into  disoossion.  Aware,  however,  by  the 
official  notice  tcom  the  Oolombian  Minister, 
that  the  question  of  Hayti  is  to  be  not  only  dis- 
missed, but  determined  the  President  proceeds 
to  inform  us  that  our  Ministers  will  be  instracted 
to  present  certun  views  to  the  assembly,  and, 
if  they  are  not  concurred  in,  to  decline  acced- 
ing to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  proposed 
OB  diflteent  principles.  What  views  are  these! 
The  Haytiens  hold  a  nominal  sovereignty,  by 
the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince,  under  conditions 
eqoivdent  to  a  concession  by  them  of  exclusive 
eommercial  advantages  to  the  subjects  of  that 
prince.  This  statement  is  not  now  true ;  the 
Haytiens  reAise  to  hold  their  independence  as 
the  boon  from  France — what  else  is  to  be  urged 
bj  our  Ministers  f  *'  There  are  certain  evreum- 
•tiHuet  in  the  political  condition  of  that  island, 
which  have  hUhtrto  forbidden  our  acknowl- 
t^nmtt  of  its  ind^iendenoe."  I  tout,  rir,  by 
«u  declaration,  the  President  does  not  mean 
to  intunate  that  theae  oironnutancea  are  not 
^treeift»  to  prevmt  that  acknowledgment.  I 
t>ke  it  far  granted,  that  he  ia  not  BO  ioattofaiB 
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daty — why,  then,  should  these  views  be  pre- 
sented to  the  assembly  at  Panama  t  If  I  un- 
derstand the  otgeot,  it  is  to  exeuM  the  United 
States  for  their  ultberality  in  declining  to  accede 
to  the  arrangement,  which  will  certainly  ))e  pro- 
posed on  dmereut  prindplee.  I  trust  sir,  we 
Shan  not  be  thos  degraded.  I  should,  I  con- 
fess see  with  dread,  the  painfal  task  of  tbns  de- 
fencUng  the  TTnited  States,  imposed  upon  the 
President  of  an  Abolition  Society.  As  the  Exec- 
utive does  not  propose  to  form  an  agreement, 
all  discussion  is  useless ;  whatever  may  be  his 
intentions,  no  treaty  can  be  ratified  which  pro- 

S>ses  to  change  the  "  basis  of  our  relations  with 
ayti,  or  any  other  part  of  our  hemisphere, 
which  may  hereafter  be  in  like  circumstances." 
With  the  movements  of  the  neighboring  nations 
towards  Hayti,  we  have  no  concern.  Let  them 
act.  Southern  feeling,  prejudice,  if  gentlemen 
prefer  the  term,  should  prevent  our  Executive 
from  namiDg  this  topic  in  any  assonbly  of  na- 
tions. 

The  great  object  of  the  Mission  to  Panama  is 
yet  to  be  considered ;  the  destiny  of  Ouba  and 
Porto  Rico  is  also  to  be  fixed  at  the  Isthmus. 
Whatever  may  be  our  wishes,  no  one  proposes 
we  shall  negotiate  treaties  with  the  American 
States  relative  to  these  islands.  Bemonstrance, 
advice,  nay,  a  treaty  cannot  be  necessary.  For 
the  defence  of  my  amendment,  the  admission 
made  by  gentlemen  would  be  sufiicient,  but 
this  branch  of  the  discussion  is  too  inter- 
esting to  be  lightly  touched.  I  would,  then, 
inquire  npon  what  principle  it  is  that  the  names 
of  Oaba  and  Porto  Bioo  are  Joined  together, 
by  the  Administration,  and  br  the  advocates  of 
this  misnonf  The  &te  of  Porto  Bico,  lying 
beyond  Hayti,  more  than  a  thousand  miles  from 
the  O^e  of  Florida,  is  but  littie  more  interest- 
ing to  us  tbtm  that  of  any  of  the  leeward  isl- 
ands. It  cannot,  into  whatever  hands  it  may 
pass,  be  a  source  of  serious  danger  to  the  Unit^ 
States ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  seems  to  be  considered 
in  the  same  light  as  Ouba,  lying  in  front  of  our 
territory,  witMn  a  day's  sail  of  our  most'  ex- 
posed frontier,  uid  in  the  centre  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  law  of  self-preservation  com- 
pels us  to  watch  with  anxiety  over  the  destiny 
of  Ouba ;  with  that  of  Porto  Koo  we  have  no 
greater  interests  that  we  have  in  the  destiny  of 
the  West  India  islands — not,  in  fact,  as  deep 
an  interest  as  we  have  in  the  fate  of  Jamaica. 
Confining  my  remarks  to  Cuba,  I  ask  gentle- 
men upon  what  ground  it  is  that  tboy  expect 
we  shall  assist  in  the  discussion  of  tiie  ques- 
tion of  Cuba  at  Panama  ?  It  is  strictly  a  bel- 
ligerent question.  Our  Ministers  will  be  told, 
"  by  the  terms  of  the  invitation  to  your  Gov- 
ernment, and  its  acceptance,  this  is  a  matter  on 
which  yoo  cannot  be  heard."  If  deference  to 
our  Government  should  indu<»  the  assembly 
to  w^ve  this  exception,  what  can  your  Minia- 
ters  say  t  If  you  take  Cuba  tcom  Spain,  yon 
endanger  the  Southern  States.  What  wUl  be 
the  answer. !  Oaba,  in  the  hands  of  Spun,  ia, 
and  ever  will  be^  the  sonroe  of  infinite  evil  to 
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ns ;  her  poraession  of  it  is  incompatible  with 
our  Becarity  and  independence.  Will  yonr 
Ministers  be  instmcted  to  tell  them,  yon  shall 
not  tonch  Cuba !  Will  the  law  of  self-preser- 
Tation  justify  this  interrenticn  between  the 
belligerent^  anthraim  na  to  demand  a  restric- 
tion uf  the  rights  of  lawfbl  war?  Onr  danger 
from  tiiis  sonrce  is  remote,  nnhappily  bat  too 
probable,  yet  still  contingent,  llie  danger  of 
the  Spanish  Americans  is  immediate  and  press- 
ing. Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  important  to  tbe  char- 
acter of  our  Government,  that,  on  this  subject, 
we  should  make  no  pretensions  which  are  not 
strictly  just  in  themselves,  and  which  we  are 
not  prepared,  at  every  hazard,  to  sustain.  The 
contest  with  Spain  never  will  be  brought  to  an 
eod,  if  Cuba  is  not  wrested  from  her  by  the 
Spanish  Americans,  It  affords  revenne  to  her 
exhaosted  Treasai7,  refbge  to  her  beMen 
troops,  refreshment  and  secarity  to  her  wea- 
ried marinert  It  is  Hie  jun^^e  in  whidi  iixe 
Boyal  Tiger  hides  himself^  that  he  may  spring, 
unawares,  upon  his  unsuspecting  prey.  The 
people  of  the  island  are  nnder  a  grinding  des- 
potism, from  which  they  long  since  wonld  have 
sought  to  fr^e  themselves,  but  from  the  peculi- 
arity of  their  sitnation.  They  dare  not  sl^e 
for  freedom,  without  promises  of  assistance  and 
protection,  which  no  neutral  nation  can  five, 
without  a  violation  of  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  national  morality.  Shall  we  say,  then,  to 
the  GoTemmentB  of  ^anish  America,  who 
have  the  ri^t  to  drire  the  tiger  from  his  hid- 
ing place,  and  free  their  brethren  from  tyranny 
and  oppresion,  Wince  not ;  suffer  patiently  the 
preeen^  endure  with  fortitude  the  Aiture  dan- 
ger; give  not  freedom  to  yonr  fellows;  it  ia 
fnoompatible  with  our  interests,  and  may  en- 
danger our  tranquillity  1  I  envy  no  man's  fate, 
who  bears  instructions  to  hold  such  language 
on  Continent  or  Isthmus.  I  shall  feel  dee^y 
humiliated,  as  an  American,  if  such  instructions 
are  ever  given  by  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  destiny  of  Cuba  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  political  problems  of  the  present  time. 
I  wish  it  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  or 
some  power  strong  enough  to  preserve  its 
internal  tranqnillity,  and  yet  too  foeble  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  commerce  of  the  Golf  of  Uex- 
ico.  This  denre  is,  I  trast,  exonsaUe ;  bnt  an 
active  effort  to  secure  to  Spain  her  dominions, 
wonld  be  criminal.  While  we  procUdmouielTes 
the  friends  of  Spanish  American  liberty,  we  can- 
not, without  the  basest  selfishness,  seek  to  con- 
demn Cuba  to  eternal  slavery.  The  oi^anic  laws 
of  Colombia  and  Mexico  render  it  impussiblethat 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  should  willingly  unite 
their  destiny  to  either  Government;  yet  the 
right  of  these  two  Govemments  to  conquer  the 
bland  cannot  be  disputed — ^the  means  of  effect- 
ing the  conquest  are  insnrrection  and  massacre 
—without  a  resent  to  these,  the  efforts  of  the 
combined  (Jovemments  ^riU  probably  be  iusof- 
0cioDt 

What  shftU  we  d&  Our  duty  to  them 
and  to  ooTselTeB  points  to  our  ooone.  Give 
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them  plainly  to  understand  that  we  will  not 
snffer  the  scenes  of  St  Domingo  to  be  acted  in 
Cuba.   That,  while  we  do  not  interfere  in  any 
manner,  to  control  the  exercise  of  the  rights  m 
war,  we  should  act  effectively  on  the  law  of 
self-TOeaerratitm,  the  moment  their  movements 
in  Onba  shcmld  make  it  necessary.  To  meet 
this  contingency,  immediate  preparation  should 
be  made.   Honorable  gentlemen  of  this  Hoose 
think,  however,  that  all  that  is  pn^>er  has  been 
done,  or  will  be  done,  at  Panama.  Will  these 
gentlemen  reflect  for  a  few  momoits  on  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  we 
are  to  present  ourselves  at  this  assembly  of  na- 
tions f    We,  the  freest  nation  on  the  ^obe, 
professing  to  be  at  the  head,  at  least,  of  the 
American  States,  go  to  Panama  under  the  oas- 
pioes  of  the  Holy  Alliance — we  go  with  onr 
great  and  magnanimous  frioid,  the  Emperor  of 
Rusna,  to  support  ns,  whose  interventioQ  hss 
been  invoked  by  oar  Ezeeative  in  die  name  of 
benevdence,  and  to  maintain  legitimacy.  Here- 
tofore, during  every  change  of  the  varying  con- 
test, we  have  refined  from  interfering  onr- 
sdves,  and  protested  against  the  interference 
of  other  powers,  especially  the  Holy  Alliance ; 
but  now,  sir,  when  the  dominion  of  Spain  is 
lost  on  the  continent,  she  herself^  almost  at  the 
feet  of  her  former  colonies — ^now,  we  interfere 
to  preserve  her ;  we  invoke  the  head  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  to  use  his  influence  with  one  of 
the  League,  holding  out  to  her  hopes  the  fair 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  promising 
the  preservation  to  her  of  these  last  rdies  m 
hw  American  despotism.  How  oonld  the  Em- 
peror resist  onr  seducing  call  ?   He  promises  t» 
consult  bis  Allies;  but  mark,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  condition  of  this  promise.    Until  Spain's 
ulterior  vievra  are  positively  ascertvined,  with 
regard  to  her  American  possesnona,  and  her 
decision  upon  the  proposition  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  opinion  of  her  Allies,  on  the 
same  sul^ect,  are  also  known,  Russia  cannot 
^ve  a  definite  answer.   Id  the  meanwhile,  she 
IS  pleased  to  hope  the  United  States  will  nse 
their  infioenoe  m  defeating,  as  far  as  may 
be  In  their  power,  every  entezprise  w^nst 
these  islands,  Ac,  &o.  Onr  innnenoe  is  ex- 
pected to  be  used,  yon  tee,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  to 
defeat  every  enterprise  against  Onba  and  Porto 
lUco,  and  we  go  to  Panama,  as  Z  solemnly  be- 
lieve, to  avoid  the  responsibility  thus  moat 
wantonly  and  idly  incurred.   It  will  not  es- 
cape the  most  casual  observer,  that  we  have 
given  to  Spidn  a  powerful  motive  for  adhering 
to  her  usual  policy  oi  delay.   Until  she  decides 
on  the  question  presented  by  the  United  States, 
onr  influence  and  that  of  the  whole  alliance  of 
the  Holy  Powers  is  to  be,  exerted  to  prevent 
any  change  in  the  present  condition  of  Cnba 
and  Porto  Rico.   How,  dr,  are  we  to  escape 
the  tdls  into  which  the  £zeontive  has  contrived 
to  wind  hlmself-t  It  is  tq^iareut  that  he  feeb 
die  net  around  him,  and  hence  arises  the  di£^ 
enoe  hi  die  laiufoage  of  the  flrst  letter  to  Mr. 
IDddletMi,  invMing  the  Imperial  benevtdenos 
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and  of  the  answer  to  ib.  Uiddlet<m*8  letter, 
tanouDciDg  that  the  Emperor  was  dimosed  to 
ihow  his  beneTOlenoe,  and  to  roaintam  l^tl- 
nuQjr.  The  hoiMMvble  goitleman  from  ICusa- 
ehoaets  (Ur.  Websteb)  mistakes  entirel;^)  when 
he  supposes  that  the  contradictory  language  of 
OUT  Secretary  of  State,  is  foand  in  his  letters 
to  Buasia  and  the  South  American  Govern- 
ments. Bo  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  has 
been  no  oonunnnication  to  our  sister  Bepublios 
00  the  important  quesUon  of  Gnba,  except  the 
umonciation  of  our  friendly  efforts  with  the 
Holy  Alliance,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  sns- 
peosioQ  of  all  atempta  on  the  islands  of  Caba 
lod  Porto  Rico,  "  woold  have  a  salutary  infiu- 
eooe  Ml  the  grrat  wwk  of  peace  "  a  sospen- 
rioa  doe  to  the  wlighteoea  intentions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Bnsda,  uptni  whom  it  ooold  not 
fiul  to  have  the  happiot  efibct." 

If  the  glaring  inoonsistenoy  of  onr  conduct 
does  not  bring  reproaches  upon  our  Ministers, 
what  answer  will  they  make  ij^  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  sobject,  some  wily  Colombian  or 
Mexican  qnotes  these  words  from  the  letter  of 
oar  Secretary  of  State  ?    "  The  President  can- 
not see  any  justifiable  ground  on  whioh  we  (the 
Umted  States)  can  forcibly  interfere.  Upon 
the  hypothesis  of  an  nnnecessary  protraction  of 
the  war,  imputable  to  Spun,  it  is  clear  that 
Cuba  will  be  her  only  point  d'appui^  in  this  hem- 
isphere.  How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  snp- 
position,  against  the  party  cleariy  having  right 
OQ  his  side,  in  order  to  restrain  or  defeat  a  law- 
fol  operation  of  wart"   Our  Ministers  might 
have  urged  the  dangers  of  insurrection  and  des- 
olation, had  not  our  most  adroit  statesman  con- 
trived to  deprive  them  of  this  resource.  Hear, 
lir,  what  has  been  announced  to  the  world, 
that  with  whioh  our  neighbors  will  not  fail  to 
dose  the  mouths  of  oar  Ministers:  *' If  the  war 
aghast  these  islands  should  be  eondncted  by 
these  Republics  in  a  desolating  manner — if,  con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  they  should  pat  arms 
into  the  hands  of  one  race  of  inhabitants  to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  the  other — i^  in  short,  they 
ihoQld  countenance  and  enoonrage  excesses  and 
•xamplfls,  the  conta^on  oi  which,  from  onr 
aei^boiiiood,  would  be  dangerous  to  our  qniet 
sad  safety — the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  feel  [yes,  sir,  might  feel,  are  Uie 
words ;  it  seems  to  be  doubted  even  in  that 
cue]  itself  called  upon  to  interpose  its  power. 
But  it  is  not  apprehended  that  any  or  these 
eoDtiogencies  will  arise ;  and,  consequently,  it 
is  moat  probable  that  the  United  States,  should 
the  war  continue,  will  remain  hereafter,  as 
tiiey  have  been  heretofore,  neutral  observers  of 
the  |)rogress  of  its  events."   If  none  of  these 
<Mitingencies  are  iq>prehended,  wliat  business 
uvfl  we  to  dtsoQss  the  traestioo  t  Whether 
^  are  or  not,  1^  offielu  declaration  of  t^e 
wcretary  of  State,  is  a  oondusive  answer  to 
Uy  ramonstrance  we  can  make,  and,  if  accom- 
panied by  the  assurance  that  the  intention  of 
^  South  Americans  is  to  make  Onba  an  inde- 
peadttt  States  will  leave  ua  without  a  deoent 
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pretext  to  press  the  snlgect.  The  Administra- 
tion seems  to  think  Onba  is  inc^table  of  mun- 
taining  its  independence.  Why?  It  is  near- 
ly as  large  as  England,  uid  capable  of  sustain- 
ing as  dense  a  population.  If  now  too  feebla 
to  snstain  its  independence,  by  its  own  efforts, 
it  may  be  aided  by  those  powers  who  are  so 
dedpy  interested  in  its  fkte :  under  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  soon  acqoire  competent  strength. 

Snppose,  Mr.  Ohairman,  the  assembly  at 
Panama,  in  their  anxious  desire  to  gratity  ua, 
and  to  produce  the  "  happiest  effect  upon  our 
great  ally,  the  Emperor  or  Russia,"  and,  with  a 
proper  regard  to  '*  his  enlightened  intentions," 
should  address  tiiemselves  in  terms  like  these 
to  the  Umted  States :  We  will  suspend  all  at- 
tempts on  Cuba  and  Porto  I^o,  <m  the  oon^- 
Uim  that  you  prevent  6p^  from  making  use 
of  dther  ot  them  to  onr  annoyance.  This 
proposition  is  fair  and  reasonable:  What  an- 
swer can  we  g^vef  There  is  but  one.  We 
cannot  jostly  do  so ;  nor  can  we  justly,  except 
in  the  manner  I  have  indicated,  interfere  with 
their  enterprises  against.  Gnba.  Porto  Rico  is 
too  distant  so  far  to  affect,  as  to  anthonze  us  to 
act  under  the  law  of  necessary  self-preservation. 

The  Executive  most  look  at  this  assembly  as 
the  oi^an  of  a  great  confederation.  The  Isth- 
mus of  Panama  is  intended  to  be  the  resting 
place  of  the  lever,  the  Congress  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, by  which  some  American  Andiimedes 
is  to  move  the  great  political  power  of  this 
continent  at  his  pleasure.  To  the  ambitious 
statesman,  burning  to  illnsb-ato  his  name,  to 
acquire  for  himself  a  brilliant  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  convuLnons  of  the  world, 
the  temptation  to  force  or  seduce  the  United 
States  into  this  "great  American  Confedera- 
tion," whose  "magnitade  appals  "  ordinary  pol- 
iticians of  contracted  views,  is  indeed  formida- 
ble. But,  sir,  it  must  be  resisted.  The  people* 
of  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  acqntre 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  formidable 
power — no  motive  to  look  on  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans in  any  other  light  than  tiie  rest  of  the 
world,  as  "  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  frimds." 
It  is  this  view  <^  tiie  snbject  that  shows  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  an  expression  of 
onr  opinions.  This  is  an  epoch  in  our  inter- 
oourse  with  onr  American  friends.  The  Presi- 
dent says  we  must  have  political  conneo- 
tions  with  them,  which  are  not  necessary  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Our  committee  echoes 
tJie  opinion.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  speaking  with 
the  same  views,  warns  us  of  the  necessity  of 
elevating  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  This  language  is  not  new  in 
the  balls  of  Congress,  but  it  now  comes  from 
a  new  and  unexpected  quarter.  The  answer 
which  was  formerly  deemed  oonolnsive,  can 
be  now  repeated :  there  is  no  necessity  for  an 
iotimato  political  c<Hineotion  witii  our  neighbors. 
We  have  nothing  to  effect  which  we  cannot  ao- 
eompli^  by  onr  own  means.  As  to  this  great 
oonfoderataoD,  there  are  two  deoidva  reasons  tor 
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ftToiding  mj  connection  with  it:  we  cannot 
hope,  afone,  to  direct  an  assembly  composed  of 
nnmerons  Catholic  Spanish  American  States, 
having  common  ioterests,  langnage,  feelings,  and 
prejudices.  If  successful  in  acquiriDgacomplete 
ascendency,  of  wielding  at  will  the  whole  moral 
and  physical  power  of  the  North  and  South 
Americans,  what  advantage  have  we  to  gain  by 
it  f  First  in  the  order  of  time,  our  Republic  is 
now,  and  ever  most  be,  first  m  power  and  in- 
telligence ;  while  MthM  to  the  principles  of 
the  solemmj  adopted  oonstitntitHi,  titepecmle 
Till  be  prosperous,  free,  and  happy.  Will  the 
brilliant  situation  of  the  head  of  the  American 
Oonfederacy  add  to  the  stability  of  oar  consti- 
tntion,  to  the  prosperity,  freedom,  or  happiness 
of  the  people  f  To  neither.  Our  splendor  will 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  other  nations — our  power 
may  shake  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe.  "We  shall 
exchange  solid  popular  comfort  and  domestic 
happiness,  for  empty  national  splendor.  We 
shall  have  brilliant  wars,  in  which  our  gallant 
sailors  and  enterpriainff  soldiers  may  gun  death- 
less renown,  and  brihiaQt  alliances  to  immor- 
talize oar  adroit  diplomatists ;  but  every  con- 
test will  increase  uie  burdens  necessarily  Im- 
posed upon  the  people,  nntil  we  shall  took  as 
Engtish  statennen  will  soon  he  compelled  to 
look,  to  national  bankruptcy,  as  the  omy  refuge 
from  &e  effects  of  popular  desptdr.  To  the 
fatal  consequences  of  looking  beyond  our  own 
resources,  of  mixing  our  destiny  with  that  of 
other  nations,  the  Farewell  Address  of  the 
moat  illnstrioos  man,  not  of  our  own  ooontry, 
hut  of  the  age  in  whioh  he  lived,  directs  our 
attention.  He  speaks  to  his  countrymen  in  the 
language  of  affection  more  than  parental,  of 
wisdom  almost  prophetic,  to  warn  tnem  against 
the  danger  of  foreign  alliances.  To  me,  sir,  the 
least  excusable  part  of  the  management  of  this 
Panama  question  is,  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  to  give  a  false  coloring  to  these  last 
counsels  of  Washington.  We  have  been  told, 
substantially,  that  he  s^ke  only  of  European 
forei^  alliances;  that  if  he  now  existed,  he 
would  not  be  averse,  as  his  langna^  fairly  in- 
dicates, to  those  political  connections  which 
the  President  thinks  we  most  have  with  Span- 
ish America,  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Wbbstkb)  thinks  ihe  argument  on 
the  Farewell  Address  is  not  conclusive,  bnt 
liur.  Is  that  a  fair  argument  which  seizes 
vpoD  one  of  the  reasons  by  which  a  policy  is 
recommended^  and  substitutes  for  the  policy 
clearly  explamed  and  snpported  by  general 
reasoning,  a  policy  fonnded  on  the  Mlected 
ringle  reasoning!  Avoid,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, an  foreign  political  connections,  in  extend- 
ing our  commercial  relations.  Such  is  the 
idvioe  e^ven.  Europe,  in  which  stood  the 
Governments  of  the  great  commercial  powers, 
is  detached  and  ^stant  fi-om  us ;  we  can  easily 
avoid  political  connectiona.  The  period  will 
soon  arrive  when  our  own  strength  will  be  so 
ftr  increased,  that  no  temptations  to  sach  con- 
nections will  exist 


ToBSDAT,  April  18. 
MiMum  to  Panama. 
The  House  having  again  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  the  Mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qualification  to  the  g«ieral  expression  ap- 
probation thereof— 

Mr.  TBOuamT,  Pennsylyania,  addressed 
the  oommittee  as  follows :  . 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  sal^Ject  now  under  cooi- 
mderation  presents  for  our  dedsion  important 
questions  of  constitutional  law,  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  Honse,  and  how  far  it  may  con- 
stitutionally interfere  in  the  foreign  diplomatio 
affairs  of  the  country.  When  the  Honse  is 
caUed  upon  to  act  upon  bills  appropriating 
money  to  enable  the  Executive  to  send  Minis- 
ters abroad,  it  must  act  freely,  as  it  does  in  all 
other  cases,  and  dedde  as  its  duty  to  the  coun- 
try may  require.  It  has  certainly  the  power 
to  reject  such  bills,  as  it  has  to  reject  other 
bills,  if  it  be  satisfied  that  the  peace,  the  hap- 
piness and  the  prosperi^  of  tue  eonntrr,  re- 
qnire  it  to  adwt  snob  a  course.  Tbis^  it  must 
he  admitted,  ^vea  to  the  Honse  the  power  to 
restrain  tbe  mterconrse  of  the  country  with 
foreign  nations.  This  is  a  great  power,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  unless  in  cases  where 
it  is  made  clearly  and  satisfactorily  to  appear 
that  the  Executive  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  whom,  by  the  constitution,  the  man- 
agement of  foreign  affairs  is  committed,  intend 
to  enter  into  arrangements  with  foreign  powers 
whioh  will  tend  to  involve  us  in  war,  to  fetter 
us  with  improper  alliances,  or  otherwise  com- 
promit  the  high  interests  or  dignity  of  the 
nation.  But  this  power  to  restrain  the  foreign 
diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  country,  by  no 
means  impUes  the  power  of  managing  that  in- 
tercourse. It  does  not  follow,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  it,  that  we  can  constituticnally  issue  in- 
structions to  foreim  Ministers,  or  order  the 
President  oi  the  United  States  how  he  shall 
instruct  them. 

From  what  fountun  in  the  constitution  do 
gentlemen  propose  to  draw  tins  power  of  in- 
struction, and  confer  it  on  this  House  (  Is  it 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  to  enable  the  President  to  send  Min- 
isters abroad — upon  tbe  principle,  that  the 
power  to  appropriate  the  money,  implies  in 
Itself  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  when  it  is  ap- 
propiiateo,  and  direct  for  what  objects  and  in 
what  manner  it  shall  be  apptied  ?  Is  it  to  be 
laid  down  and  established  as  a  princi^e  of 
constitutional  law,  that,  becanse  this  Honse 
must  join  in  passing  the  bills  wpropriating 
money  to  support  oar  foreign  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence, it  may  take  that  correspondence 
into  its  own  han^  and  give  instructions  to 
our  Ministers  abroad  ?  Do  gentlemen  consider 
the  consequenfcea  which  must  flow  from  such 
a  principle  t  It  would  terminate  in  concentrat- 
ing in  uda  Honse  the  whole  of  the  powers  of. 
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tiifl  OoTernment ;  in  conferring  npon  it  a  dic- 
tatorial authoritj  to  dispose  of  all  the  affairs  of 
the  nation — civil,  political,  and  military.  Es- 
tablish it,  and  the  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  army  cannot  oe  passed  until  a  resolution 
of  the  Honse  is  adopted,  appointing  the  officers, 
designating  their  command,  and  specifying  the 
service  in  wliioh  each  divisiwi  shall  be  engaged. 
The  navy  appropriations  most  receive  the  sanc- 
tion the  House  under  Hie  same  conditions. 
A  resolution  must  pass  ^pointing  Oaptain 
Stewart  to  commtfnd  in  the  Pacfic.  Porter  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  Rodgers  in  the  Gulf  of 
ICexico ;  and  prescribing  to  each  the  instruo- 
tioua  under  irhich  he  is  to  act.  Thos,  this 
HoQse  woold  be  vested  with  the  entire  and 
ezolosive  command  of  both  the  army  and  navy. 
A  doctrine  which  leads  to  sncb  oonseqnences 
eannot  be  tme.  Bat  it  has  not  the  semblance 
of  foundation  in  the  oonstitnton.  The  Honse 
ilone  has  not  the  power  to  make  any  appro- 
priation. The  Senate  and  the  President  most 
also  yidd  their  assent.  So  that,  if  the  argu- 
ment proTed  any  thing,  it  womd  prove,  not 
that  thifl  power  m  instmotioh  may  be  ezerdsed 
by  the  House  alone,  but  eqnal^  auA  Jointly  by 
lU  the  several  branches  of  the  Lc^slatiue. 

It  has  been  argned,  that  beo«ue  Ooi^^ress 
has  ihe  power  to  declare  war,  and  wars  may 
be  occasioned  by  the  manner  in  which  our  for- 
eign relations  are  managed,  therefore,  this 
House  has  the  power  of  giving  instructions  to 
the  President  and  his  Ministers,  in  what  man- 
ner these  foreign  relations  shall  be  conducted 
— what  shall  not  he  n^otiated,  what  shall,  and 
in  what  maimer.  This  argument  is  liable  to 
the  same  objection  with  the  last.  It  proceeds 
on  tiie  false  aasamption,  that  the  power  to  de- 
clare war  is  veetea  in  tnis  Honse  alone.  This 
power  is  vested  by  the  constitadon,  not  in  this 
Boose,  bnt  in  Congress ;  not  in  one,  but  in  all 
the  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

That  tiie  amendment,  offered  by  the  honor- 
tble  member  from  Delaware,  contains  instruo- 
tions  to  the  President  in  what  manner  he  shall 
QDDdacttfae  negotiations  at  Panama,  is,  I  think, 
obvious.  The  following  is  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affurs : 

"  Reaohed,  That  In  the  opioion  of  the  House,  it  is 
expedient  to  appropriate  the  ftiods  ueceasuy  to 
Wttbto  the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States  to  send 
Knlsteri  to  the  Congress  at  Fanama." 

This  resolution  contains  nothing  more  nor 
1ms  than  the  principle  contained  in  the  bUl,  ap- 
propriating the  numey  to  paj  the  salaries 
the  IGidsterB  and  expenses  of  the  ndsdon.  The 
ttaendmont  pr(^K»e».to  affix  it  as  a  condition 
to  the  adoption  ol  this  principle,  that  onr  IGn- 
i^rs  at  Panama  shall  not  l>e  allowed  to  dls- 
(nw  certain  matters,  nor  be  allowed  to  enter 
i&to  certain  stipnlatione.  Now,  the  question 
b  Dot,  whether  the  restrictions  proposed  by 
Qiese  amendments  to  he  laid  on  the  Ministers 
at  Putama,  in  the  exercise  of  their  diplomatic 
office,  are  ptditio  and  wise ;  whether  they  are 
tte  jffoper  restrictions  and  limitatkHis  which 
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onghtto  beoontdned  in  their  instructions;— 
but  whether  it  be  the  proper  constitutional 
province  of  the  House  to  interfere  at  all,  either 
to  restriUn  or  to  enlarge  their  powers.  I  can 
look  on  this  amendment  in  no  other  light,  in 
this  respect,  than  if  it  was  offered  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill  i^)propriating  the  money  to  defray 
the  expense  of  ihia  nusnon.  If  it  were  made 
a  proviso  to  that  bill,  would  it  not  obvions^ 
a<^  as  a  limitation  set  by  this  Honse  npon  the 
treaty-making  power,  vested  by  the  oonstita- 
tion  m  the  President  and  Senate!  Woold  not 
the  Senate  r^ard  it  as  snoh,  and  at  onoe  r^ect 
it  as  unconstitutional  t 

The  ri^t  to  command  and  the  obligation 
to  obey  are  oorrdative.  If  this  House,  there- 
fore, has  the  right,  by  resolution,  to  command 
the  Executive  to  give  oertun  specific  instmo- 
tions  to  the  Ministers  at  Panama,  he  is  bound 
to  obey.  If  he  is  bound  to  obey  the  resolution 
of  this  House,  there  b  the  same,  if  not  greater 
reason,  he  should  l>e  under  equal  obligations 
of  obraience  to  the  Senate.  If  he  is  so,  then 
this  resolution  ooght  to  be  a  Joint  one,  or  he 
may  have  oppoate  o(Hnmands  flrom  Ihese  two 
bodies,  on  uie  same  subject,  each  of  wUoh  he 
is  equally  bound  to  obey — which  is  absurd. 

Either  the  amendment,  if  we  adopt  it,  is  in- 
tended to  have  some  effect,  or  it  is  to  liave 
none.  If  it  is  to  be  entirely  without  efficacy, 
the  House  would,  I  presume,  for  that  reason 
alone,  refuse  to  pass  it.  If  it  is  to  have  some 
effect  upon  whom  is  that  effect  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  what  is  It  to  be  V  It  is  to  be  pro- 
duced on  the  Executive,  and  is  to  compel  him 
to  give  certain  specific  instructions  to  the  Min- 
isters at  Panama.  It  is  proved  by  the  reason- 
ing I  have  Jnst  used,  and  indeed  is  adn^tted, 
that  this  House  oannot  do  this  by  a  direct  com- 
mand. Has  it  the  power,  then,  to  do  that  in- 
directly, by  attaching  oondltions  to  the  appro- 
priation of  money,  which  it  has  no  oonstitu- 
tiontd  antiiority  to  do  directiy  f 

If  the  Honse  has  the  authority,  under  the 
constitution,  to  preBcril)e  to  the  Executive, 
either  directly  or  indirectiy,  the  instructions 
he  is  to  give  to  foreign  Ministers,  it  must  have 
some  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  man- 
dates on  this  head.  This  power  must  extend, 
not  only  to  the  President,  but  to  the  Senate. 
Can  it  send  its  officers,  and  arrest  and  bring 
the  President  before  it,  to  answer  for  having 
given  other  and  difibrakt  instructions  from 
those  it  has  dictated!  Can  it  arridgn  the 
SaaeAe  for  oonflrudng  a  treat?  made  in  dis- 
obe^ence  of  Its  instmetiimst  Can  it  institute 
an  impeachment  of  the  President  before  the 
Senate,  for  a  disr^fard  ot  its  anthority  on  this 
point?  I  think  no  man  acquiunted  with  the 
consdtntion  of  this  Government  will  venture 
to  answer  either  of  these  questions  in  the 
affirmative. 

It  is  true  that  the  House  has  the  power  of 
expressing  its  opinions  on  alrstract  propositions 
relating  to  the  foreign  policy  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment. To  express  tiieee  t^dnion^  it  is  not 
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necessary  it  should  hare  any  other  than  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  ottr  diplomatic  affairs.  It  can 
well  say,  that  the  policy  of  the  coontry  towards 
foreign  nations,  ooght  to  be  pacific ;  and  when 
war  is  going  on  between  any  of  them,  that  it 
ought  to  be  neutral;  that  Ita  policy  ie^  and 
ou^t  to  be,  to  vxUsdA  out  commerce  with 
all  nations,  tasA  have  entangling  alliances  with 
none.  To  be  able  to  eay  this,  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  what  it  does  say,  it  has  no 
need  to  open  the  bnrean  of  State,  and  examine 
the  foreini  diplomatic  coire^Kindence  of  the 
nation.  But  when  it  comes,  in  relation  to  any 
particular  mission,  not  to  prononnoe  gener^ 
propositions,  hot  to  descend  to  particolars,  to 
aay  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  negotiated; 
wliat  stipnlations  shall  or  shall  not  be  entered 
into ;  and  what  inetmctions  oar  Ministers  shall 
have ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  not  only 
the  oorreopoDdence  of  onr  IGnisters  in  relation 
to  the  amirs  oi  the  partieular  odarion  mdw 
oonsideratitni,  but  in  relatira  to  all  other  for- 
eign affiurs,  should  be  laid  before  it,  diat  it  may 
know  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  relatioos 
of  the  world,  and  judge  whether  the  instruc- 
tions it  is  abont  to  give  are  calculated  to  ad- 
Tanoe  that  ^lioy  which  it  thinks  the  country 
ought  to  maintain.  The  inconvenience  of  such 
ft  system  is  obvious.  Foriegn  nations  conld 
hold  no  correspondence  with  ua.  They  wotdd 
be  aware  that  every  year  the  whole  matter 
must  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  pnblished 
to  the  world.  The  propositions  now  under 
connderation  are  not  abstract  general  propon- 
tions;  they  descend  to  piurtioular&  and  are 
connected  with  this  miasion,  and  made  part  of 
it.  They  prescribe  what  Is  and  what  ia  not 
to  be  done,  in  this  particular  ease.  If  these 
can  be  called  abstract  general  propontions,  then 
the  words  abstract  and  general  have  l(Mt  en- 
tirely their  nguiflcadon. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend,  is  the 
one  which  has  prevfuled  ever  Bince  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution.  This  Houseiias  never 
passed  any  resolntion  eipresaing  opinions  in 
relation  to  our  foreign  afffdrs,  except  in  gen- 
eral terms.  It  may  nave  called  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  to  a  subject,  but  it  has  never 
undertaken  to  presoribe  in  what  manner  ne- 
gotiations, toncning  that  subject,  ^ould  be 
oondaoted.  It  has  never  expresed  opinions, 
the  evident  toidenoy  of  wliieh  was  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  the  Executive,  in  his  negotia- 
tions with  foreign  powers,  and  to  ^ow  that 
it  had  lost  confidence  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  body  would  exercise  ita 
Amctions,  as  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says  this  is 
not  a  case  in  which  the  opinions  of  this  House, 
and  those  of  the  Executive,  can  come  in  col- 
lision. From  this  I  understand  him  to  mean, 
that  the  propositions  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment are  nothing  more  tiian  the  principles 
which  the  Executive  has  intimated  to  us  he 
will  regard  in  conducting  the  negotiations  at 
fwuBu.   Why,  then,  does  the  honoraUe 


[AxBzx^  1828. 

member  so  earnestly  urge  the  adopti<»i  of  tlie 
amendment  ?  If  the  Executive  ana  this  Hoase 
are  *'  of  accord  "  on  this  point,  why  indicate 
distrust  in  him  and  the  Senate,  by  the  paseage 
of  a  resolntion  which,  t^a  these  prinoiplea,  can 
have  no  other  dgect  than  to  Inndnim  to  pursoe 
a  oonxsehehasaudhe  will  punnek  and  to  warn 
the  Senate  that  it  must  not  ratigr  any  thiiw 
not  negotiated  in  accordance  with  these  princi- 
ples f  Whatever  might  be  my  opinion  of  the 
gentlemen  bedding  the  great  offices  of  this  Gov- 
ernment entrusted  with  fbs  treaty-maklDg 
power,  I  would  not  dishonor  my  country  by 
placing  her  public  functionaries  in  this  atti- 
tude in  tiie  presence  of  foreign  nations. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware  ni^es^ 
as  a  principal  reason  for  adopting  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  Prendent  has  a^ed  the  House 
for  its  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  this  meaenre, 
and  that  we  are,  therefore,  boond  to  nve  htm 
onr  sentiments  folly  on  the  subject.  The  gen- 
tinnan  means,  I  presume,  that  the  President 
has  called  upon  us  for  our  tqunim  in  this  case, 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  usually  prao* 
tised,  by  merely  asking  an  appropriation.  This 
is  a  matter  of  fact,  and  how  does  it  stand  f 
The  Fremdent,  In  his  Message  to  us,  the  only 
paper  -among  the  documents  addressed  to  this 
House,  says — "  The  concurrence  of  the  House 
to  the  measure,  by  the  appropriation  necessaiy 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  is  alike  submitted  to 
its  free  determination,  and  indispensable  to 
the  frilfilment  of  the  intention."   Again,  at  the 
close  of  the  Message,  he  says — "  I  submit  the 
propriety  of  an  appropriation  to  the  candid 
consideration  and  enligjatened  patriotism  of  the 
Legislature."   By  titus  submitting  the  subject 
to  US,  I  do  not  see  any  expression  of  a  wish 
that  we  should  give  any  opinion,  except  that 
which  we  must  give,  by  passing  or  rejecting 
the  appropriation  bill.   To  make  this  matter 
out,  recurrence  has  been  had  to  the  Message  to 
the  Senate,  a  paper  which,  at  the  time  it  was 
written,  was  not  expected  to  l>e  made  public^ 
nor  to  be  sent  to  the  House.   How  this  can  be 
conetmed  into  a  request  made  to  the  House 
for  its  opinion,  when  it  was  not  sent  to  the 
Honse,  nor  to  be  seen  by  it,  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive.  But  the  President  has  no  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  require  or  demand  of  this  House 
its  opbiiM  on  any  of  its  meesores,  before  they 
are  carried  into  effect.  He  cannot  make  us  a 
part  of  his  cabinet  council,  or  demand  of  us  our 
advice  and  direction  in  any  other  manner  than 
is  authorized  by  tiie  constitution.    This  mis- 
sion is  an  Executive  measure.   It  is  prtgected 
by  the  Executive ;  it  must  be  conducted  by  the 
Executive ;  and  for  its  final  success,  the  Execu- 
tive must  be  responsible.   If  tiiis  House  shall 
assume  the  power  of  directing  and  controlling 
the  operations  of  the  Executive,  by  giving  him 
its  opinion  and  advice  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
those  oj^erations  are  to  be  conduct^  it  wilt  ter- 
minate m  making  the  Preadent  thq  irresponnble 
agent  of  this  House,  and  not  the  re^nnble 
representative  of  the  aorertiga  pec^  of  tin 
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United  States.  If  he  ia  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
ehai^  of  the  doUee  and  trusts  oomniittod  to 
him,  under  the  shield  of  opinions  ezpreesed,  and 
•driee  gtren  hy  thia  House,  it  will  be  vam  to 
mj  that  he  IB  at  1^  raponnble.  If  the  House 
pres  orders,  which  he  obejn,  and  thereby 
eomprondts  the  interest  of  the  nation,  con  the 
Hnose  impeach  him  for  the  misoondnct  which 
tbejr  themseWee  have  occasioned?  While  I 
have  the  honor  to  hold  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
will  do  nothing  wilHnf^y  which  will,  in  the 
least,  diminish  uie  responmbUitjr  of  any  bnuoh 
of  the  Gorernment 

This  amendment  contains  propositions,  to 
which,  as  abstract  principles,  I  entirely  agree. 
That  the  poBcy  of  this  country  should  M  to 
extend  our  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
without  fiHrning  with  them  any  entangling 
affiances,  is  oert^nly  true.   That  our  IDnisters 
mnst  appear  at  I^uuuna  in  a  di|^matIo  oharao- 
tVj  is  also  ^e.  Thcj  can  ^>pear  in  no  other. 
It  u  not  my  wish  that  the  Government  dmnld 
enter  into  any  allianoe,  or  make  any  stipnlo- 
taon,  with   the  South  American  Republics, 
which  may  bind  us  hereafter,  whether  we  are 
willing  or  not,  to  engage  in  their  wars  with 
hrtaga  nations.   Bnt  does  it  follow  that,  be- 
etnse  these  prmoeitions  are  all  true,  we  are 
therefore  solemnly  to  resolve  them  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  f    Has  any  one  demed  their  troth  ? 
There,  then,  ia  the  neoesnty  of  snoh  a  resoln- 
tkmt   Bat,  there  is  one  part  of  this  amend- 
BMit,  for  which  I  oonld  not  Tote,  if  the  con- 
atitotional  difficulty  were  even  remored.  It  is, 
that  our  Ministers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to 
diacaas  cert^  anUeois,  and,  among  others, 
''any  measare  wUim  ahiiU  commit  the  present 
or  fbtare  nentral  ri^ts  or  duties  of  these  Unit- 
ed States."    I  cannot  vote  for  this,  not  becaose 
I  sm  willing  that  our  Ministers  should  enter 
iato  the  discnanon  of  any  measores  with  the 
Tiew  of  violating  our  oeutrality,  or  which 
most  have  directly  that  effect,  bnt  because  the 
pn^Msition  is  so  extensive  and  indefinite  that 
It  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  know  what 
•Kli^eots  they  might  disouss.   Who  can  possibly 
msee  what  measure  may  commit  the  fdtnre 
Motral  rights  and  duties  of  a  nation  t  U  this 
psms  as  part  of  Uie  r8S(dnti<Hi,  what  subjects 
vUl  be  lot  fitr  disooasion  f  I  answer,  none. 
Vwe  la  no  snl^jeet  which  can  be  made  the 
tO|^  of  tUplomano  disooasion,  which  may  not, 
in  some  w^  iu  other,  jriTe  ooeadon  to  some 
other  nation  to  take  omnoe^  ^er  Justly  or 
mynatly. 

Have  we  been  always  so  pnnctilions  fai  rela- 
tion to  oar  neu^ali^  ?    No,  sir.   In  the  year 
1811,  when  Old  Spain  was  fallen — when  her 
political  and  military  constitution  and  strength 
were  wholly  overthrown,  w&  without  any  oer- 
*>i>oay,  and  even  witiiout  the  formality  of  a 
duciuQon,  fOT  the  proteedon  of  our  own  Just 
'^ts,  ordered  the  oocunalion  of  Slorida,  a 
her  dominion^  without  regard  to  the 
ur  of  vi<dating  our  nenbralit;.    Are  we 
lof  onr  iMnti«Ut7,iunrthat  kianot  the 
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weakness  of  Old  Sp^n  with  which  we  may 
come  in  collision,  ont  the  united  powers  of 
South  America,  or  that  of  England,  or  of 
France?  Sir,  this  is  a  feeling  which  neitbw 
my  vote  nor  my  voice  t^iall  ever  countenance. 
I  would  fed  myself  dishonored  if  I  thought 
my  native  country  could  be  gnilty  of  such 
meanness,  as  to  treat  the  weakest  independent 
nation  on  earth  with  less  jostice  or  ceremony, 
because  it  was  weak,  than  she  would  the  Em- 

SiTOT  Bnssia  or  the  monarchy  of  Qretit 
rit^n.  How,  if  this  part  of  the  amendment 
passes,  are  we  to  partake  in  the  discnssion  in 
relation  to  the  present  condition  and  future 
destiny  of  Cnba,  which  may,  nay,  which  must 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Congress 
at  Panama?  We  ctumot  attempt  to  disaaade 
the  South  American  Bepnblica  from  taking 
possession  of  it,  lest  we  shall  give  them  offenoe, 
and  endfuger  the  oonmiitting  oi  our  nentral 
rights  and  dnties  wil^  them.  We  cannot  urge 
them,  if  they  should  resolve  to  carry  the  war 
into  that  i^and,  to  come  under  obligations 
that,  when  they  do  so,  they  will  not  ecmdnot  it 
in  a  manner  which  we  suppose  calculated  to 
it^nre  ns,  lest  Spain  should  allege  we  had  vio- 
lated oar  nentral  dnties  towards  her ;  and  we 
cannot  say  one  word  of  allowing  it  to  become 
independent,  with  its  domestic  tranquillity 
properly  guaranteed,  lest  we  shoald  get  ioto 
difficulties  with  both  of  these  powers ;  and, 
lastly,  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
taking  possession  of  it  onrselves,  if  oar  inter- 
est should  demand  snch  a  step,  lelst,  perdianoe. 
Spun,  Enriand,  France,  and  the  sonthem  Re- 
publics, should  take  ofi^nce,  and  onr  neutral 
relations  should  be  brought  into  hazard  with 
them  aU.  The  political  relations  with  Cuba 
ore,  at  this  moment,  profoundly  interesting  to 
this  nation,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  that 
our  Ministers  shall  go  to  tiie  Congress  at  Pan- 
ama without  having  fnll  power  to  speak  on  this 
subject,  as  onr  interest  mi^  require,  in  the 
most  decided  tone. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware  says, 
forms  are  nothing — it  is  the  substance  we  are 
to  regard.  It  is  true,  that  forma  of  words  are 
notiiing ;  but  the  constitutional  forms  of  tins 
Govemmoit  are  every  tiling.  They  are  tiie 
great  bulwarks  of  oml  liberlT— 4he  partition 
walls  whidt  the  people  of  this  nation  have 
erected  between  tJie  several  departments  of  this 
Government,  to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
with  one  another,  and  the  whole  power  from 
running  into  one  mass,  and  then  becoming  ab- 
solute and  despotic.  They  are  vital  to  the  pre- 
servation of  civil  Uberty.  If  forms  are  noth- 
ing, why  may  we  not  issue  writs  of  error  from 
this  HaU  to  tiie  Cirooit  Courts,  and  bring  their 
records  before  us,  and  reverse  or  affirm  their 
judinuents  ?  The  matter  or  substance  is,  to  do 
Jo^oe  between  the  ptulies:  and  cannot  we 
trust  ourselves  to  do  that  when  the  coses  are 
before  as)  Upon  this  prindple,  what  is  to 
prevent  us  frmn  usurping  all  the  powers  of  the 
Qovenunent— dvU,  miliUvj,  ezeontivet  togiato- 
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five,  and  jadioial  t  Why  may  we  not  appoint 
ODO  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  Exeontive 
fonotions  of  the  Govemment ;  another  to  as- 
some  the  seats  (rf  the  Jndgee  in  the  Supreme 
Court :  and  a  third  to  dispose  of  that  venera- 
ble body  which  occnpiea  a  nilei^lid  ball  in  an- 
other iMft  of  this  bmlding?  The  true  theory 
of  our  Government  is,  tiiat  its  seTerol  fhnction- 
aries,  in  each  of  its  departments,  are  alike  the 
agents  of  the  people  to  discharge  the  duties  en- 
joined on  them  respectively  by  tbe  constitu- 
tion: for  the  futhtul  performance  of  which 
they  are  all  responsible  to  the  people,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  constitution ;  that  the 
flmctionaries  of  one  department,  who  attempt 
to  exercise  the  powers  peculiar  to  another,  are 
so  far  from  being  in  the  constitntional  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  that  they  are  guilty  of  an 
<^n  violation  <^  that  duty. 

BuL  Hr.  Ohairman,  wlut  neeesri^  is  there 
for  adopting  the  amendment  (  If  the  Presi- 
dent is  resolved  toplange  ns  in  war,  tooompro- 
mit  oar  nentral  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
or  to  disregard  Uiat  pacific  policy  which  has 
heretofore  guided  the  coancUs  of  this  nation, 
there  may  be  some  occasion,  if  the  House  had 
the  power,  to-  restrdn  his  authority,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  la  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment.  How  is  the  mat- 
ter of  &ct  f  Has  the  Executive  any  such  in- 
tent? In  his  Message  to  us,  the  Prudent  has 
said  so  much  to  show  that  he  has  no  design  to 
enter  into  imy  entan^ing  political  connection 
with  the  South  American  States,  or  to  compro- 
mit  the  neutral  relaHons  of  the  country,  that 
it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee to  quote  it  In  his  Message  to  the  Sen- 
ate, he  says :  It  will  be  seen  that  the  United 
States  neither  intend  nor  are  expected  to  take 
part  in  any  deliberations  of  a  l:»elligerent  char- 
acter; that  the  motive  of  their  attendance  is 
neither  to  contract  alliances  nor  engage  in  any 
undertaking  or  project  importing  BostUitj'  to 
any  other  nation."  The  Secretary  of  State,  in 
hia  report  to  the  President,  speaking  of  the 
conference  he  had  held  last  Spring  with  the 
ICnisters  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  on  the  sub- 
ject (rf  the  prop<»ed  Congress,  says :  "  It  was 
also  stated  by  each  of  these  Minii^srs,  tiiat  his 
Government  did  not  expect  tiiat  the  United 
States  would  change  their  present  neutral  poli- 
cy, nor  was  it  desired  that  they  should  take 
put  in  such  of  the  deliberations  of  the  pro- 
posed Congress  as  might  rdate  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  existing  war  with  Spain."  In  his 
answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Obregon,  the  Min- 
ister from  Mexico,  the  Secretuy  of  State, 
speaking  of  the  Ministers  to  be  sent  to  this 
Congress,  says :  "  While  they  will  not  be  au- 
thorized to  enter  upon  any  deliberations,  or  to 
concur  with  any  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
presoit  neutral  position  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  obligations,  they  will  be  fully  empow- 
ered upon  all  questions  tikely  to  arise  in  the 
Congress,  on  subjects  to  which  the  nations  of 
Anurioa  have  a  oomnuKi  interest"  Hie  Oo- 


lombian  Minister,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  Kovember  S,  1825,  speakine  of  the 
snbjccts  to  be  ocmsidered  and  discussed  at  tiie 
Congress  at  Panama,  says :  He  ia^  however, 
authorized  by  hia  Government  to  assore  the 
United  States  that  these  pcnnts  have  no  tenden- 
cy to  violate  their  professed  principles  of  neu- 
trality." The  Minister  £rom  Mexico,  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  8d  of  November  last,  to  the  Score* 
tery  of  State,  speaking  of  the  subjects  to  be 
discussed  in  this  Congress,  says:  "In  conse- 
quence of  which,  being  informed  of  the  con- 
currence of  this  Government  in  the  idea  of  dis* 
cussing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress  as  was  de- 
sired, and  that  it  would  send  Representatives 
to  it,  under  condition  that  the  neatrality  in 
which  it  stands  towards  Spain  should  not  be 
violated,"  &o.  The  Minister  from  Central 
America,  making  ttf  tiie  ol^et^  of  the  Con- 
gress, in  hu  note  of  the  14th  <tf  Kov«nbw 
las^  to  the  Becretaiy  «rf  =  " 

which  will  not  require  tliat  the  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  should,  in  the  least,  com- 
promit  their  present  neutrality,  harmony,  and 
good  intelligence  with  other  nations."  Thus, 
it  appears,  sir,  not  only  that  the  Executive  is 
determined  to  do  nothing  tending  to  commit 
our  neutral  relations  with  foreign  nations,  nor 
to  contract  alliances,  bat  that  the  Ministers  of 
the  several  South  American  Republics  are  folly 
apprised  of  the  views  of  our  Government  on 
this  point.  Yet,  it  is  gravely  contended  that 
the  I^resident  intends  to  compromit  oar  pacific 
relations,  and  to  enter  into.entan^ing  political 
conneetiotu,  ii^jnrious  to  the  flitore  prosperity 
of  this  nation.  Sir,  I  can,  in  these  dooumeutL 
see  no  sndi  dudgn.  If  I  aid,  I  woflld  not  stand 
on  half-way  ground ;  I  would  not  attempt  to 
bind  the  Executive  and  the  Senate  by  resolu- 
tions, which  those  who  advocate  them  admit 
they  may  disregard — mere  ropes  of  sand,  of  no 
power.  Z  would,  at  ence,  effectually  interpose 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution — 
refuse  the  appropriation,  and  prevent  the 
mission. 

Something  has  been  siud,  Mr.  Chairman,  on 
the  snl^ect  of  Executive  oimfidcaice.  In  mw 
official  diaraeter,  as  a  member  of  this  Honse,  I 
have  no  confidence  to  bestow  on  any  Exeoo- 
tive,  except  what  the  otmstitation  requires,  nor 
may  I  give  less  than  it  enjcrins.  It  does  not 
permit  me  to  step  over  the  boundaries  which  it 
has  prescribed  to  the  powers  of  this  House,  and 
intmde  into  the  exercise  of  the  fonctions  of 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
allege,  as  a  reason  for  such  intrusion,  a  want  of 
confidence  in  those  who  administer  that  de- 
partment When  breaches  of  ofiicial  duty 
occur,  the  constitution  has  provided  the  mode 
of  trial  and  punishment.  In  some  cases  it  has 
given  the  Legislature  the  power  to  arrest  ti^e 
operations  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  refusing  appropriations;  but  it 
hw  nowhere  declared  thidi  the  fbnctionaries  of 
one  brandi  shall  assume  the  powers  of  another, 
Bwdy  beoanae  they  tiiink  taat  other  will  &ot> 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


ArmtL,  1S9S.3 

Mthfnlly  disoborge  Its  duties.  For  these  rea- 
Baas  I  oaonot  vote  for  this  amendment.  I  con- 
sider it  not  only  as  nnneoessary,  bnt  as  an  no- 
constitntional  interference  with  the  ri^ta  and 
doti^  of       ExecDtive  and  Senate. 

Htwli  has  1)een  Mr.  CSudnnan,  on  t&e 
nbjeet  of  the  powers  of  the  Oongress  at  Tan- 
amiL  Gentlemen  reason  as  if  qaestiooa  were 
to  be  decided  there  as  thejr  are  In  this  House, 
hj  a  rn^orit J  of  votes ;  as  if  the  honor,  the 
peace,  and  tbe  fatore  destinj  of  this  nation 
were  to  be  committed  to  a  Congress  of  States, 
in  wtuch  we  were  to  have  bnt  one  vote  ^^nst 
ei^t.  Sir,  this  is  not  to  be  the  case.  Onr 
lunisters  there  are  not  to  be  legislators ;  thej 
are  to  be  diplomatic  agents — Plenipotentiaries, 
who,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  olBoe,  can 
dedde  nottung  by  vote.  Whatever  they  do, 
most  be  by  n^otiation ;  and  every  treaty  or 
Btipnlaticm  entered  into,  must  be  ratified  here 
by  the  Senate,  before  the  &ith  of  Uie  nation  is 
pledged.  The  South  American  States  send 
Jfinisters  to  this  Congress  to  take  a  different 
pirt,  and  to  perform  very  different  daties  from 
those  to  be  taken  and  performed  by  onrs. 
They  come  there,  bound  by  treaties  of  league 
ind  confederation,  to  ent«r  into  certain  ar- 
rangementa.  We  send  onr  Ministers,  wholly 
free  from  all  obligation,  to  do  whatever  a  pru- 
dent regard  to  onr  own  interests  may  dictate. 

The  political  relations  of  the  Booth  Ameri- 
ean  RepiibUos  with  this  nation,  baye  been  ftiUy 
discussed  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate.  Our 
eommercial  connection  with  them  has  not  been 
so  much  nt^oed.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  tnrn,  for  a 
moment,  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  this 
interestiag  aabject  Host  of  those  Bepubllcs  lie 
in  latitadea,  and  possess  a  soil,  which  enables 
them  to  rear  the  rich  products  of  tropical  cli- 
mates. Several  <Mr  tiiem  have  gold  and  silver 
imnes  of  inezbanstible  wealth.  These  great 
nsooroea,  which  are  every  day  becoming  more 
faiown,  already  stimulate  the  enterprise  of  every 
oommercial  nation.  Oar  interconrse  with  them 
employs  a  great  amount  of  capital  and  many  of 
car  ships.  From  the  character  of  their  soil 
snd  climate,  and  the  habits  of  their  population, 
it  may  furly  be  concluded  that  they  will  not 
•oon  become  a  manufacturing  people.  This 
waders  it  probable  that  these  Bepublics  will, 
fcr  ago^  eontinne  to  be,  as  th^  flow  are,  the 

Cmailcet  for  all  onr  snrphu  mannfiwstares. 
it  me,  sir,  to  advert  partlcnlarly  to  our 
mmmeroe  with  tbe  Bepnblio  of  Pern,  to  ezem- 
plify  tbe  advantages  we  now  enjoy,  and  those 
we  have  in  prospect,  by  onltivatmg  the  friend- 
and  securing  the  confidence  of  these  pow- 
ers. In  that  country  onr  flour  is  a  staple  of 
eommeroe,  and  our  cotton  fabrics  are  rapidly 
npeneding  those  of  Calcutta,  heretofore  in 
8<^ieral  use.  Between  the  months  of  June  and 
Mareh  last,  five  vessels  suled  from  Philadel- 
^ia,  bdraglDg  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
to  tiie  coasts  of  Peru,  sixteen  from  Baltimore, 
2«  ftimi  TSorfcSk^  four  frmn  New  York,  one 
■nm  Providaooe,  six  from  Boston,  and  two 
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from  Salem,  whose  cargoes,  almost  entirely 
composed  of  our  own  manttfactnres,  and  tbe 
prodnctlons  of  our  own  soil,  amounted  to  two 
millions  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand 
^  hundred  and  eigbty-fonr  dollara.  Besides, 
no  doubt,  others  have  sailed  from  these  and 
othOT  porte  of  the  United  States  for  that  Se- 
pnblio,  whose  destiny  is  not  known.  During 
the  same  period,  it  is  known  that  ten  American 
ships  have  departed  from  ports  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  bound  tor  Pern,  en^ed  in 
the  carrying  trade.  Our  commerce,  direct  and 
indirect,  with  this  Republic  alone,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  the  annual  rate  of  not  much  less  than 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Peru  and  Mexico  are  the  great  fountains  from 
which  flow,  directiy  and  indirectly,  into  this 
ooontry,  nearly  onr  whole  supply  of  the  pre- 
oions  metals.  These  are  the  chief  articles  of 
export  from  Peru.  They  are  produced  there 
in  greater  abnodance  tiian  in  any  other  conn- 
try,  and  are,  of  course,  to  be  obtained  there  at 
a  ehmpet  rate.  This  country,  from  its  geo- 
graphical position,  its  cecity  to  fnmish  an 
advantageous  market  for  our  manufactures  and 
agricultural  products,  and  the  abundance  it 
furnishes  of  the  precious  metals,  must  soon  be- 
come the  centre  on  which  our  whole  Asiatic 
commerce  will  turn.  We  need  gold  and  silver 
for  the  trade  with  India.  Heretofore  we  have 
obtained  them  firom  Peru  and  Mexico,  en- 
hanced by  freight  and  insurance.  When  our 
commercial  relations  with  these  Republics  are 
placed  on  a  proper  and  permanent  foundation, 
oar  merchants  will  diip,  in  onr  own  ports,  our 
own  manafactores  and  agrienltnrai  productions, 
for  the  porta  of  Pen  and  Mexico,  and  there 
exchange  them  for  the  gcAA  and  silver  necessa- 
ry to  carry  on  our  Anmo  trade,  and  immedi- 
ately  proceed  on  their  voyage  to  India.  Tbe 
immense  beneficial  effects  of  such  a  revolution 
in  onr  commerce  with  that  part  of  the  world, 
may  be  estimated  by  considering  the  relief  it 
will  give  to  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  from  the  constant  and  enormous  de- 
mands made  upon  it  for  specie  to  vest  in  the 
India  trade. 

By  the  emancipation  of  the  South  American 
States,  and  the  conseqoent  demolition  of  the 
Spanish  colonial  system,  we  have  a  ready  and 
conv«(^t  market  opened  for  all  onr  manu&c- 
tores  and  tbe  products  of  onr  agriculture. 
Our  capital  is  employed  in  a  lucrative  com- 
merce. Oar  shipping  is  Increased,  our  seamen 
are  moltiplied,  and  new  sources  of  wealth  are 
opened  to  us  in  our  Asiatic  commerce.  The 
ei^oyment  of  all  these  advantages  depends  on 
ourselves — upon  our  prudence  in  mamtaining 
good  relations  with  these  Repnblics.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  which  relates  to  this  subject, 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  manufacturing  and' 
grain^rowing  sections  of  the  Union. 

We  at  present  pay,  in  the  ports  of  Peru,  on 
our  cotton  fabrics,  a  discriminating  daty,  above 
those  paid  other  countries,  of  ten  per  cent, 
and  the  enormous  du^  of  seven  dollars  and 
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fifty  cents  on  each  barrel  of  flonr  we  export 
tliere.  It  is  certwnly  a  matter  of  great  conse- 
qneoce  to  ns  to  have  these  duties  repealed,  as 
well  as  to  have  oU  our  other  commercial  rela- 
tioDS  with  these  powers  put  upon  a  proper 
footing.  It  may  be  sud  this  can  be  done  witb- 
ont  the  mission  to  Panama:  that  commercial 
treaties  can  be  formed  at  the  several  coarts  of 
these  Kepoblics.  What  prospect,  I  ask,  have 
we  (rf  obtainiog  adTantageons  commercial  trea- 
ties with  them,  if  we  treat  their  overtnreB  of 
friendly  intercotuw  with  haoghty  and  insolent 
oontemptt  What  better  opportonity  can  we 
obtiun  o{  nsing  oar  influence  on  them,  to  in- 
duce them  to  establish  a  system  of  liberal  com- 
mercial relations  among  themselves,  and  with 
Other  nations,  than  is  now  offered  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama  1  I  am,  tiierefore,  decidedly 
m  favor  of  this  misdon.  I  consider  it  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  advance,  in  a  pre-eminent  de- 
gree, the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  as  well 
as  the  great  cause  of  civilization  and  liberty. 

It  is  candidly  avowed,  Hr.  Chairman,  by  the 
bworable  mover  ctf  this  amendment,  that  his 
object  is,  that  this  House  should  recall  or  re- 
verse celebrated  declaration  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  his 
Message  of  December,  1828.  That  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  have  this  effect,  is  ob- 
vious. This,  if  there  were  no  other,  is  suffi- 
cient reason  with  me  for  voting  against  tt 
1^,  I  will  not  recall  that  declaration.  Its 
promnlgation  did  this  nation  great  honor,  and 
rendered  infinite  service  to  the  cause  of  civili- 
sation and  liberty.  And  shall  we  now  tarnish 
our  ^lory,  and  renounce  entirely  our  relation 
to  this  great  cause  ?  Whom,  sir,  do  we  repre- 
sent f  A  nation  of  slaves  to  some  petty  des- 
pot ?  No,  sir ;  we  represent  a  noble,  generous, 
and  ehivalric  people — a  people  who  are  free, 
and  prond  of  txi^r  civil  liberty — a  people  who 
are  justly  proud  of  having  their  mstitntions 
taken  as  the  model  on  which  other  nations, 
who  have  broken  the  bonds  of  slavery,  are 
forming  theirs — a  people  who  realize  the  noble 
stand  they  have  taken,  by  this  declaration,  at 
^e  head  of  the  family  of  free  nations;  who 
are  generously  anxious  to  see  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty  fill  the  earth,  as  the  waters  ''cover 
the  channels  of  the  great  deep." 

In  accorduice  with  the  generous  sentiments  of 
the  naUon,  the  late  President  made  the  declara^ 
tion  of  1888.  It  was  lec^ved  throngfaont  the 
United  States  with  enthwdasm.  While  this 
feeling  prer^led  in  every  State  in  t3iis  Union, 
it  was  remarkably  predonunant  in  that  one  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  native.  The 
Spring  following,  the  convention  there  mot 
which  nominated  one  of  the  most  distingnlshed 
men  of  this  age  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
This  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  on 
the  subject  of  the  approaching  election.  This 
committee,  with  an  American  feeling,  and  de- 
votion to  Uie  cause  of  civil  liberty,  which  does 
Oem  great  hono',  in  tiieir  addzeii  advert  to 
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this  declaration  in  the  following  terms :  The 
present  is  a  period  of  &wfn\  interest  to  all  Re- 
publican Governments.  They  are  every  where 
invaded  by  a  formidable  combination  of  tyranta, 
exalting  in  their  past  success.  Naples,  Porto- 
gal,  and  Spain,  are  re-settled  in  the  calm  of 
despotism,  and  the  sombre  monuments  of  ty- 
ranny and  superstition  are  elevated  over  the 
tombfl  of  martyrs  and  patriots,  and  the  rnina 
of  oonstitutioDal  Governments.  The  light  of 
Grecrian  liberfy  must  be  extingnislied,  as  a 
torch  of  discora  thrown  into  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire. The  conflict  between  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressed,  will  not  he  confined  to  Europe. 
The  fleets  and  armies  of  the  Holy  Allies  em- 
bark for  American  coasts.  American  Bepal>- 
lics,  bordering  on  our  own  country,  mu^  be 
subjugated.  The  veteran  patriot  who  preside* 
over  the  destinies  of  our  country,  has  declared 
we  must  resist — and  the  nation  sanctions  the 
declaration.  Nor  are  we  left  to  blind  conjeo- 
tore,  as  regards  the  light  in  which  this  oonntry 
is  viewed  by  the  despots  of  Europe.  One  ot  , 
their  ambassadors  lat^  declared,  in  the  ooart 
d  Hadrid,  *  that  the  United  States  were  the 
source  of  all  the  revdntHuiary  principles  that 
disturbed  the  crowned  heads  <»  Eon^*  Hovr 
can  we  mistake  the  inip<nt  of  such  a  dedan- 
tion?" 

This  Just  devotion  to  the  cause  of  civil  1il>ei^ 
ty  was  the  sentiment  of  my  native  State  then, 
it  is  her  sentiment  now,  and  will  be  her  senti- 
ment to  the  remotest  ages  of  posterity.  I  am 
proud  to  be  the  native  of  a  State  which  holds 
the  cause  of  liberty  dear,  and  looks  with  j^- 
ousy  on  the  movemente  of  despots.  And  shall 
I,  sir,  with  this  known  expresmon  of  the  pub- 
lie  will  before  me,  vote  for  recalling  this  deo- 
loration  t  No^  sir ;  I  will  not  change  nor  re- 
call one  word,  one  rrU^I*!^  dot  one  letter 
of  it. 

What,  Mr,  was  the  condition  of  the  world 
when  this  declaration  was  made  ?  The  great 
cause  of  freedom  had  been  overthrown  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Naples,  had  been  compelled  to  yield  their  free 
institutions,  and  to  receive  law  from  absolute 
de^Mts.  The  light  of  civil  liberty  bad  been 
extinguished,  and  one  impenetrable  gloom  oi 
despotism  covered  throughout  continental  Eu- 
rope. The  Holy  Allies  had  then  effected  thwr 
unholy  purpose  in  the  Old  Worid.  Bnt  th^ 
saw  uiat  if  the  eanse  of  liberty  pro^red,  on 
this  ride  of  the  ocean,  its  effects  mas^  sotsi  or 
late,  he  felt  in  thdr  d<»ninionB.  A  ijnestioa 
then  presented  itself  for  their  decision,  big 
with  interest  to  this  country,  to  this  hemi- 
sphere, and  to  the  world :  whether  they  should 
at  once  interpose  with  foroe  between  Spain  and 
her  revolted  colonies,  reduce  them  to  obedtenoe 
and  their  former  aUegiance,  and  finally  over- 
turn all  free  Governments  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  genios  of  this  nation  saw  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  the  canse  of  civil 
liberty  was  exposed,  and  resolved  to  interfere. 
She  interpoied  her  adamantine  ahietd  between 
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these  iniant  Repablics  and  the  andent  tyran- 
Bies  of  Europe,  and  pronooB&ed  the  definitive 
decree,  that  the  ocean  must  be  the  bonodary  of 
their  priDciples.  This  decree  was  promnlgated 
in  the  celebrated  Mesaaffe  of  the  late  President. 
It  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  cause  of  civil- 
izadon,  of  liber^,  and  of  manJuud,  was  per- 
loitled,  in  this  hemi^here,  to  triomph. 
Mr.  Gabbsxt  then  sptAa  as  follows : 
ICr.  <3i^niian :  I  ask  the  indnlgenoe  tod  at- 
tention of  the  oommittee  for  a  few  mmnMitB, 
in  rdatitm  to  the  qneation  before  na.  I  wish 
to  state,  air,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
nraits  of  the  resolotion  under  discasraon^  and 
in  &Tor  of  the  ajmropriaticHi  to  pay  Ministers 
to  be  seat  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  as  pro- 
posed bj  the  resolotioti  and  bill  of  the  Commits 
iee  on  Foreign  Affiairs,  and  for  the  followbg 
reasons: 

It  b  unprecedented  for  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  to  give  instmctions  to  interfere  in 
relation  to  Uioisters  to  foreign  ooarta.  This 
Home  haa  nothing  to  do  with  the  tieatr-mak- 
ing  power :  it  has  onee  bo  determined.  That 
was  also  the  q>inion  of  Gen.  Washington  on 
this  sabject. 

The  HoDse  of  Bepreeentativea,  in  1706,  being 
diwatisfied  with  the  treaty  made  with  Great 
Britain,  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instmctions  of 
the  lOnister  who  negotiated  that  treaty.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  then  Preudent,  in  refosing  to 
eomply  with  the  request,  and  in  ^vlng  his  rear 
sons  for  ao  doing,  stAtes  tliat, 

"  HaviDg  been  a  member  of  the  Grenenl  Conven- 
tioD,  Mid  knowing  the  prindpteB  on  which  the  con- 
Mitation  was  formed,  I  hare  ever  entertidned  but 
one  opinion  on  this  subject ;  and  from  the  first 
cstabBahment  of  the  Qoveniment  to  this  moment, 
Mj  eondnot  has  exempBfied  that  opfadon— <hat  the 
pmr  of  BmUng  treades  is  exclodvely  vested  in  the 
Pieddent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  provided  two^hirda  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent concur;  and  that  every  treaty,  so  made  and 
proffinlntedT  thenceforward  became  the  law  of  the 
uod.  It  is  UioB  th^  the  treaty-making  power  has 
been  onderstood  by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  all  the 
treatiee  nuUte  with  them,  we  have  decmred,  and 
they  have  beBeved,  that,  when  ratified  by  the  Pres- 
ident, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
tbey  became  obligatory.  In  this  constructioa  of 
the  eoBstitation,  every  House  of  Representatives  has 
heietofore  acquiesced ;  and,  until  the  present  time, 
Mt  a  donbt  or  suspicion  has  appeared,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, that  this  coast ruoUcn  was  not  the  true  one. 

they  have  more  than  acquiesced ;  for,  till  now, 
*nhiwt  controverting  the  obligation  of  such  treaties,  ^ 
they  have  made  all  the  reqiddte  providona  for 
oufyfaig  Uiem  Into  efSsct." 

He  adds,  in  oondorion : 

"As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  nnder- 
Mudb^,  that  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Repreaent- 
Ulves  u  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ; 
u  the  trea^  vddi  Great  Britain  exhibits  within 
Itself  tD  the  objects  requiring  legislative  provision ; 
ud  on  tliese  the  papers  called  for  can  throw  no 
;  and,  as  it  is  essential  to  the  due  administra- 
^of  theGovemoMnCthat  the  bomdarios  fixed 
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by  the  constitution,  between  the  difierent  Depart- 
ments, should  be  preserved;  a  just  regard  to  the 
constitutioD,  and  to  the  duty  of  my  office,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  case,  foihids  acompQance 
with  your  request." 

The  Honse  of  Representatives,  after  this,  1^ 
two  resolntions,  expressed  their  opinion  on  this 
sabject,  the  first  of  which  is  in  the  following 
tenns: 

"  }te*oived,  That,  it  being  declared,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
*  that  the  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  vith 
the  adrice  and  ctmsent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur,'  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  chdm 
any  agency  in  making  treaties ;  but  that,  when  a 
treaty  stipulates  regulationa  on  any  of  the  subjects 
submitted  by  the  constitution  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  most  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  such 
stipulations,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  passed  by  Con> 
gress ;  and  it  is  the  constitutional  right  and  duty  of 
the  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  in  all  such  coses,  to 
deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  inezpedienoy  id 
carrying  such  treaty  into  tiinct,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as  in  thdr  jud^nent  may  be  most 
conducive  to  tlie  pubQc  good." 

Special  instmctions  by  this  House  would,  I 
think,  be  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  "The  President  shall  have 
power  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  tiie  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
Ambassadors,  other  pahlic  If  inistera,  and  Ooa- 
snls."  The  President  also  has  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  "fill  up  Taoanoies  that  may 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  ^ 
the  end  of  the  next  session."  The  power  that 
creates,  from  necesuty,  in  the  absence  of  con- 
sUtuti(Hial  proTiffion  and  law,  most  instract  and 
direct 

llinisters  mij  be  appointed  and  trea^ 
made,  through  tzie  instmmentaUty  of  the  Fm- 
ident  alone,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  hot 
cannot  be  ratified  without  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  that  body. 

The  laws  of  nations  reof^ize  the  nudring  tii 
treaties  by  independent  GoTemmenta,  throogh 
the  agency  of  luntsters ;  and  our  constitution, 
in  obedience  to  that  principle,  has  vested  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  Ministers 
with  the  President  and  Senate  of  uxe  United 
States,  and  they  are  responsible  to  the  nation 
for  all  treaties  made  and  adopted. 

Instmctions  from  this  House  eannot  be  en- 
forced ;  for  Hi&n  is  neith»  eonstitntiimal  pn>- 
yUaoD  nor  law  to  oompd  obedienee. 

Kot  only  BO— the  ol^eot  of  the  misnon  be- 
in^,  in  some  d^^ree,  advisory,  instmotions 
might  not,  if  we  had  uie  power,  be  judicionsly 
given. 

If  this  Hoose  has  the  power  contended  for, 
the  Senate  surely  has,  and  the  President  also. 
And  if  t^e  instmctions  of  the  two  several 
Hooses  and  the  President  all  disagree,  what  ia 
to  he  done  ?  Who  shall  Sfinisters  obey  ?  By 
following  tiie  direetions  of  on^  thej  diaob«r 
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the  others.  Besides,  a  priDcij[>le  like  the  one 
contended  for,  would  be  assailing,  without  good 
cause,  the  pmdence  and  wisdom  of  the  Exeon- 
tive.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  alarm :  for 
^1  acts  of  the  Preddent  and  MiniatorB,  in  rela- 
tion to  treaUea.  mast  be  reviewed  and  sanc- 
tioned hj  two-uiirds  of  the  Senate,  before  they 
can  be  adopted  or  binding.  And  do  gentlemen 
doubt  the  pradence  and  wisdom  of  that  angust 
body  i   If  not,  where  the  danger  ? 

In  addition,  this  nation  calls  londly  for  a 
ipeedy  appropriation.  Both  principal  and  in- 
terest, in  a  commercial  and  other  points  of 
Tiew,  (putting  aside  every  other  consiaeration,} 
aboutd  indace  ns  to  be  represented  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama.  And  I  venture  to  say  that 
three-fourtiis  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  fall  futh  in  the  mission  proposed,  and  the 
acts  o£  iha  President  on  that  subject  It  is  hn- 
mane,  it  is  benevolent^  it  is  congenial  to  the 
feelings  of  a  free  pet^w,  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  rising  importance  of  the  Sonth  American 
Bepnblicsl  It  looks  to  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  man. 

Generations  to  come  will  approve  onr  acts, 
and  ^g  praises  to  the  philantfaroputs  and 
statesmen  who  inclined  a  listening  ear — lent  a 
helping  hand — received  with  open  arms,  and 
aided  a  sister  Republic^  by  the  wlvice  and  wis- 
dom of  our  connsels.  We  ought  never  to  be 
wearied  with  doing  good,  why  then  do  we 
hesitate?  Where  is  toe  cause  of  alarm!  Once 
adopt  a  cold,  political,  unfeeliug  philosophy 
towards  other  nations,  and  let  that  doctrine  be 
enoonraged  and  promulgated  nntil  the  people 
of  our  own  are  oontrdlra  hy  its  principlea,  onr 
Govemmeut  would  then  be  found  with  an  icide 
at  its  heart ;  the  streams  of  justice  would  then 
cease  to  flow ;  and  we  should  be  shivering  in 
anarchy,  and  in  the  cold  embrace  of  ruin.  It 
is  the  love  of  country— the  principles  of  vir- 
tue, humanity,  and  independence — the  liberty 
of  speech,  of  liie  press,  and  of  conscience — the 
sym^athetio  feelings  for  the  suffering  of  others, 
assimilated  to  ourselves,  together  with  a  recol- 
lection of  onr  own,  and  other  heroes,  who  have 
fought  and  bled  that  man  might  be  free,  that 
cements,  harmonizes,  and  s^ngtbena,  that 
fellow-feeling  which  unites  and  sustains  this 
Bepnblio,  aoA  lights  up  a  glow  of  patriotism 
in  every  American  heart.  Let  a  different  prin- 
oli^e  once  prevail,  and  the  balance  of  power  be 
destroyed,  which  operates  as  a  powerful  mag- 
net upon  this  people,  our  Government  would 
iall  to  pieces,  and  dissolve  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
leaving  ns  afloat  amidst  the  storms  of  a  poIiU- 
oal  ocean,  without  pilot,  chart,  or  compass. 

The  constitutional  prerogative,  vest«d  in  cer- 
tain departments  in  this  Government,  in  re- 
spect to  its  diplomatic  character  with  other  na- 
tions, is  admirably  calculated  to  insure  peace 
and  prosperity.  If  other  essential  principles  of 
Uie  constitution  are  preserved,  and  its  intended 
distribution  c£  power  to  each  deparbaeDt  right- 
ly continned,  tins  Government  is  footed 
npoi  a  Tookf  immoT^le  ai  Atla%  and  impo^ 
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ishable  as  time ;  political  stonna  may  hereafter 
arise  and  roll,  but,  as  long  as  the  empire  of  rea- 
son reigns,  Uie  lashing  wave  of  &ctioa  maj 
beat  in  vain. 

Aspiring  men^  intriguing  and  ambitknia,  at 
some  fbture  period,  may  assail,  in  its  eescntial 
part,  with  impetuosity,  and  apparent  saceeae  of 
conquest,  tlie  battlements  of  the  constitution ; 
but  that  noble  chart  of  liberty,  purcbasecl  by 
the  treasure,  toil,  and  blood  of  the  heroes  ana 
fathers  of  uie  Revolntion,  in  the  hands  of  a 
virtuous,  wise,  patriotic,  and  intelligent  peo]>le^ 
will  be  preserved,  and  remain  the  admiration 
of  future  ages,  as  a  scroll  of  wisdom,  independ- 
ence, and  lame.  How  oiten  is  the  sun,  when 
marching  gallantiy  on  in  its  m^jeBtio  course,  sud- 
denly obscured  by  clouds  uid  storms !  Yet,  its 
powerAil  rays  soon  burst  forth  in  all  its  efifiot 
genoe  and  glory.  So,  in  some  respects,  onr 
oonstitntion,  that  polar  star  o{  onr  conn^,  ia 
often  daiiiened  ana  obsoored  the  tempestu- 
ons  vapors  oi  human  intellect  and  ingenuity; 
yet,  like  a  strong  ship  amidst  the  storms  of  Uie 
oc^n,  she  rensta  the  tempest,  and  rides  upon 
the  mountain  wave,  carrymg  her  gallant  crew 
in  safety  to  their  destined  port. 

Hr.  Inoham  said:  It  is  with  great  reluo- 
tance  that  I  at  any  time  intrude  myself  into  a 

foneral  debate  on  this  floor,  because  I  cannot 
ut  consider  any  thing  that  I  might  have  to 
say,  when  subjects  are  so  fully  and  much  more 
ably  discussed  by  others,  as  an  intrusion  upon 
the  patience  of  members,  rather  than  as  having 
even  a  claim  to  their  indulgence.  There  ore, 
however,  occasions  when,  even  under  these 
otfjections,  members  may  be  Jnstifled  in  exer- 
tAang  thdr  common  right  of  delivering  their 
sentmients,  and  offering  their  reasons  for  their 
vote  more  fully  than  they  can  be  known  frcm 
a  naked  vote  on  the  journal.  It  often  happens 
that  those  who  disagree  as  to  many  of  their 
premises,  will  unite  in  their  conclusions ;  and, 
also,  that  those  who  agree  in  their  premises, 
mainly,  may  differ  in  their  conclusions.  These 
considerations,  were  there  no  others,  seem  to 
require  of  me  to  avul  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  present  to  the  committee  and  to  my  constit- 
uents, the  reasons  which  will  govern  the  vote 
I  am  abont  to  give.  Before  I  proceed  to  the 
general  course  of  remark  which  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  mysQlf^  it  will  be  proper  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  of  my  colleague,  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr.  Thomson.)  My 
colleague  has  assumed  the  position  flrst  taken 
by  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
WsBSTEB,)  and  occupied  by  all  who  have  since 
spoken  on  the  same  side.  I  understand  it  to 
be  this :  that,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  we 
attempt  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power, 
inasmuch  as  the  treaty -making  power  is  vested 
in  another  body,  and  hence  we  have  no  right 
to  imtrtiet  the  Preiddent  as  to  what  measures 
he  ought  or  ought  not  to  negotiate  abont  wittt 
foreign  powera;  and,  ecmseqnently,  w^e  have 
no  power  or  right  to  declare  our  opinion  in  re- 
latum  to  the  meaanrea  inopoaed  tobeack^ted 
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tt  Paoama,  in  the  manner  and  fonn  of  the 
amendinent  now  nnder  consideration.  If  mj 
wdleague,  and  those  who  have  preceded  him, 
bad  made  ont  their  case,  or  even  given  it  a 
{dauible  appearance,  it  would  have  been  an 
Iraportaiit  aodition  to  their  a^punent ;  but  in 
this  I  think  they  have  entirely  fidled.  In  the 
first  place,  thie  amendment  proposed  is  not  an 
official  instraction,  in  form  or  substance,  and 
must  have  required  mach  aid  of  the  imajpna- 
tion  to  oonoetTe  of  it  as  aooh.  The  amend- 
ment is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  simple  dec- 
laration of  the  opinion  of  those  who  vote  for 
it,  in  relation  to  a  great  question  of  nation^ 
policy^  which  I  hold  we  have  an  inherent  right 
to  make,  hj  virtae  of  onr  relation  to  the  people 
and  the  conotry.  Bat  I  go  farther,  and,  I 
tout,  will  be  able  to  show  that  the  expression 
of  soch  an  opinion  is  clearlj  withip  the  ex- 
presslj  delege^^d  powers  of  Congress. 

I  admit  that  few  ocoanons  wUl  be  likdy  to 
■rise,  wherein  it  wonld  be  expedient  or  neces- 
suy  for  this  Honse  to  declare  its  opituon  on 
sach  subjects ;  but  of  this  the  Honse  will  be 
the  jadge  for  itself^  and  of  course  each  mem- 
ber must  judge  for  himselt   I  have  no  doabt 
the  present  case  will  most  faUy  justifj  the 
declaration  proposed.  It  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tlemen cannot  be  aware,  when  they  thus  deny 
tiiie  right  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
instmot  the  President,  (as  they  are  pleased  to 
oill  it^  in  the  form  of  this  amendment,  of  the 
Inextncable  diffionlties  into  which  their  doc- 
trines will  lead  them.   They  caanot  maintain 
their  position  without  denying  every  power  of 
CoDgrees  upon  the  most  unimportaat  interests 
onnmttted  to  their  charge.   Do  they  not  ex- 
tend to  all  subjects  of  le^slation  within  the 
limits  presoribed  by  the  constitatioDt  Kone 
will  surely  deny  that  such  a  l^islative  power 
it  vested  in  Oongress,  and  I  ask  no  other  ad- 
mianoas,  (it  b  not  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  ray  argument,  to  rely  upon  the  impeacfaing 
power ;)  the  le^slative  power  undoubtedly 
most  comprehend  within  it  the  ase  of  the  ne- 
oesauy  and  proper  means  for  its  exercise,  and 
fte  iiqilication  of  those  means  to  ih»  aocom- 
plidunent  of  its  Ic^timate  objects.  This  pow- 
er extends  to  the  regulation  o[  commerce — the 
dwlaratioQ  of  war — and  I  believe  every  con- 
ceivable object  in  one  ^pe  or  another,  em- 
Inaced  within  the  treaty -ruaking  power.  "We 
pus  laws  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce, 
which  subject  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 
treaty-making  power;  to  alliances,  offensive 
•nd  defensive,  which  also  belong  to  the  treaty- 
nuking  power.   These  may  involve  war,  and 
yet  the  power  to  declare  war  belongs  to  Con- 
P"e88.  By  pursoing  the  sabject  in  tliis  way,  we 
vheold  find  the  treaty-making  tad  legislative 
iwver  so  blended  as  to  be  wholly  inseparable ; 
wij  are,  la  &ct,  so  interwoven  together,  that 
w  lUest  men  who  have  over  disoossed  the 
Kil^  in  either  Honse  of  Congress,  do  not 
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have  been  f^ven,  wherein  this  House  had  exer- 
cised the  same  power  now  proposed,  viz :  That 
of  declaring  its  opinions  on  matters  belonging 
to  the  treaty-makmg  power.  I  will  not  repe^ 
these,  but  refer  to  other  examples,  in  my  judg- 
ment even  mnoh  stronger. 

On  the  8d  of  Karoh,  1816,  Oongress  passed 
a  law  proposing.  In  terms,  to  all  tbreign  na- 
tions, who  womd  repeal  their  discriminating 
imp(»t  and  tonnage  dntlee  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  that,  as  soon  as  the  President  <^ 
the  United  States  should  be  satisfied  of  the 
fact,  our  discriminating  duties,  in  relation  to 
such  nations,  should  also  be  repealed ;  and  this 
law  has  been  acted  upon  in  numerous  cases, 
with  and  without  treaty  stipulations.  The 
measure  was  recommended  by  Presddent  Madi- 
son, and  has  been  acted  on  by  all  who  have 
followed  him.  It  was  not  merely  the  declara- 
tion of  the  opinion,  but  a  deohuwtion  of  the 
will  of  the  whole  le^^sUtire  body,  on  a  subject 
clearly  within  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
that  declaration  made  previously  too.  There 
is  another  example,  still  much  stronger,  if  pos- 
sible, to  show  that  the  legislative  power  is  in- 
separable from,  and  even  paramount  to,  the 
treaty-makiag  power.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
old  Congress  made  two  treaties  with  France, 
one  of  alliance,  offen»ve  and  defensive,  the 
other  of  amity  and  commerce.  These  treaties 
were  made  when  the  United  States  were  in 
close  connection  with  tiiat  conntry,  united  by 
sympaUiies  and  interests  of  the  most  imposing 
character;  In  1798,  Congress,  by  law,  abro- 
gated both  treaties.  Is  it  not,  then,  idle  to  as- 
sert that  it  Is  unconstitutional  to  aeclare  oor 
opinion  on  treaty-making  questions,  when  we 
have  declared  om*  will,  both  by  previous  and 
snbseqoent  legislation  ?  Here  I  would  remark, 
by  the  way,  that,  when  these  treaties  were 
formed,  none  supposed  that  they  could  become 
a  subject  of  difficulty ;  bat  the  designation  of 
the  articles  considered  contraband,  in  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  France,  not  being  ingrafted 
in  ttie  treaty  with  England,  in  1794,  commonly 
called  Jay's  treaty,  was  the  cause  of  the  diffi- 
oolties  between  the  United  States  and  France^ 
and  also  with  England,  which  led  to  spoliations 
and  depredations  upon  our  commerce  under 
Orders  of  Conocil  and  Decrees,  In  Ti<dation  of 
national  law,  from  that  time,  until  they  termi- 
nated in  the  late  war  with  England.  These 
difficulties  hod  their  origin  in  national  qrrapa- 
thies,  and  were  promoted  by  the  same  cause, 
until  they  eaded  as  I  have  mentioned. 

My  colleague  has  said,  however,  that  we,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  cannot  act  in  rela- 
tion to  snbjects  which  the  Congress  can.  I  do 
not  comprehend  the  distaoction.  Congress 
never  can  act  as  a  joint  bot^.  We  act  sepa- 
rately. Each  House  commences  snoh  measures 
as  it  thinks  proper  to  adopt,  and  it  begins  by 
referring  them  to  oommittoes,  who  examine, 
investigate,  and  report  their  opinion,  either  in 
a  general  report,  resolotion,  or  bill.  This  i« 
the  b«^nning  of  oor  acts ;  and  the  Honse^  ex< 
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orcising  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  commit- 
tee, declares  its  opinion  for  or  agunst  the  re- 
.  ports  of  the  committees,  or  modifies  them. 
Saoh  is  the  practice  and  constant  process  of 
oar  Legislature.  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  mj  ooUeagae  means,  when  he  says, 
Congress  may  declare  its  (pinion  on  subjects 
not  within  the  competency  of  the  House  to  de- 
chae  its  opinion  upon. 

I  do  not  think  my  ccdleague  has  made  out 
his  case,  that  we  are  aboat  to  exercl»e  an  un- 
constitutional power  by  instructing  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but,  if  ho  had  moved  to  change  the  form 
of  the  resolution,'  so  as  to  obviate  every 
pearance  of  its  being  an  instruction,  and  this 
motion  had  been  rejected,  then  he  might  have 
some  right  to  insist  that  the  restdntion  was  ob- 
jectionable in  form ;  if  he  wonid  moke  such  a 
motion,  without  affecting  the  snbstanoe,  he 
•hould  have  my  vote  cheerfully ;  bat  there  is 
no  form  in  which  an  opinion  on  this  subject 
could  be  declared,  which  might  not  be  otgeot- 
ed  to  for  the  same  reason. 

The  subject  does  appear  to  me  so  plain,  that 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  an  objec- 
tion has  been  made  so  carrent  among  -the  op- 
ponents of  this  amendment,  unless,  indeed,  the 
want  of  more  substantial  gronnd  to  rest  upon 
has  forced  gentlemen  to  occupy  this.  Onr  ob- 
ject is  to  declare  our  opinion  upon  a  great 
measure  of  national  policy,  not  in  the  form  of 
officii  instructions,  but  with  a  new  to  making 
known  tiiat  opinion,  as  well  to  the  other 
branches  of  t^o  Government,  as  to  the  world. 
This  opinion  con  have  no  other  than  a  moral 
influence;  and  in  that  respect  it  is  int^ded, 
and  will  not  be  disregarded.  And  it  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  what  form  of  words  it  may 
be  expressed  in,  so  as  that  they  may  be  under- 
stood. My  colleague  has  pressed  the  argument 
with  such  earnestness,  that  I  cannot  doubt  his 
rincerity ;  but  he  has  surely  not  examined  the 
whole  subject,  or  he  would  have  seen  to  what 
difficnlties  such  anti-republican  doctrines  would 
lead  him.  He  says,  we  have  no  power  to  hi- 
itmct,  because  we  cannot  compel  the  Presi- 
dent. I  am  sorry  to  see  my  colleague  so  mis- 
led by  a  sympathetic  sensibility  to  Executive 
supremacy.  I  do  not  feel  it,  nor  would  my 
pnnciples  permit  me  to  cultivate  it,  whoever 
might  be  President.  Is  it  true  that  this  House 
cannot  compel  the  President  in  any  case  t  I 
will  not  follow  my  colleague  in  his  snpposi- 
tions,  *'  that  we  might  as  well  order  the  Presi- 
dent, by  law  or  resolution,  to  appoint  this  or 
that  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  to  this  or  that 
Btatioo,"  as  adopt  this  amendment. 

That  power  is  not  le^latlve ;  it  is  a  pure, 
munized  Executive  jtower,  althongfa  I  oould 
find  an  example,  dnnng  the  late  war,  in  which 
an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  Freddent 
1^  law  from  sending  the  army  across  the  line ; 
that  was,  however,  a  mere  ebullition  of  faction 
which  cannot  be  defended.  But  Is  this  House 
without  power  "to  compel  the  Prewdent?" 
I  will  pot  a  case  for  the  ocmdder^aon  of  those 
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who  advance  this  doctrine,  so  d^ading  to  the 
power  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Sup- 
pose the  country  to  be  involved  in  war.  It 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  exercise  of 
the  constitnUonal  power  of  this  House,  in  pro- 
viding the  means.  Overturos  for  peace  are 
made :  the  President  sends  Ministers  to  nego- 
tiate. It  is,  however,  known  to  this  House, 
that  the  enemy  have  offered  an  honorable 
peace.  The  President,  unbitious  of  conqurat, 
refuses  to  make  peace :  will  you  then  tell  me 
that  this  House  has  no  constitutional  right  to 
declare  its  opinion,  because  it  cannot  make  a 
treaty?  What  would  the  House  do  in  this 
case  ?  I  put  it  to  every  member  who  baa  de- 
our  constitnticmal  right  to  express  our 
opinion  in  this  case,  to  say  what  he  would  do 
in  that  case ;  would  he  suffer  the  interest  and 
peaoe  and  hi^iness  of  the  country  to  be  jet^ 
ardized  by  an  ambitions  President,  and  sit 
idlently  and  submlsnvely  voting  the  supplies, 
without  expresring  an  opinion  f  Sir,  we  would 
not  hesitate  a  moment  to  speak  to  him  in  a 
voice  that  he  oould  not 'misunderstand.  We 
would  not  speak  by  adding  a  rider  to  our  ap- 

firopriation  bill,  but  we  would  speak  by  reso- 
Qtion,  and  say  to  him,  you  must  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  Would  any  President  disregard  such 
an  admonition  ?  I  should  like  to  know  wheth- 
er a  resolution  of  that  kind  would  be  an  un* 
constitutional  insbmcUon  to  the  President. 
Call  it  what  yon  please,  the  Freadwt  wonH 
be  compelled  to  obey ;  he  must  send  his  Minis- 
tera  instructed  to  make  peace.  Sir,  would  gen- 
tlemen deny  to  l^is  House  the  ]>ower  which,  in 
such  eases,  is  exercised  by  the  British  Parlior 
ment?  The  President  is  an  agent  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  he  is  not  presumed,  under  the  form  of  our 
Government,  to  possess  any  sovereign  power; 
he  only  exercises  delegated  power.  The  sov- 
ereign power  of  this  nation  rests  in  the  peo- 
ple ;  but,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  British 
Constitution,  it  is  in  the  king,  and  yet  tliere  the 
Parliament,  when  it  determines  for  peace, 
makes  known  its  dedre  to  the  sovereign,  ana 
he  must  obey.  Such  was  the  dedaration  oS 
Pariiament,  which  terminated  the  war  against 
us  in  the  Revolution,  and  gave  as  our  inde- 
pendence. [Mr.  TaousoK  expluned:  he  said, 
he  did  not  deny  the  power  to  express  opinion, 
but  to  instruct.]  I  am  not  aware,  s^d  Mr.  I., 
that  I  have  misstated  any  expression  of  my  col- 
league; be  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  my  very -great  personal  respect  for  him,  if 
not  for  myself  womd  forbid  that  I  could  in- 
tend to  misstate  or  misrepresent  any  ailment. 
I  think,  however,  he  must  be  satined,  that,  if 
such  a  resolution  oa  that  before  as  is  exception- 
able on  the  gronnd  of  its  being  an  instrnction, 
that  every  dedaration  of  opimon  by  this 
House,  on  subjects  which  belong,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  the  Executive  duties,  must  also  be  un- 
constitutional. Before  I  take  leave  of  my  col- 
league, I  wonld  say  a  word  on  the  topic  of  con- 
fidence, whi6h'  has  been  introduced  into  tliia 
debe^  as  a  prin«^[«l  foundation  of  the  oppod- 
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tioo  to  this  amendment.  It  is  of  some  impor- 
tance that  we  ahonld  understand  it.  I  wonld 
lepoae  the  same  oonfldence  in  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  as  sach,  that  I  wonld  in  an- 
other ;  but  no  degree  of  confidence  that  I  may 
npose  m  any  other  department  can  relieve  me 
ft«m  tay  own  proper  re^Kmsibilify.  Gentle- 
Ben  wiU  not  say  that  we  on{^t  not  to  ezandne 
VSk  from  the  Senate,  beoaose  we  have  ocmfl- 
danee  in  tiuit  body ;  nor  is  it  an  improper  dls- 
InBt  for  us  to  ezandne  their  hills,  with  as 
nndi  oare  aa  we  do  l^ose  reported  1^  onr  own 
eoDudtteea.  So  of  the  Pre^dent :  where  his 
duties  are  involved  with  onrs,  and  we  have  a 
juDt  re^naibilify,  we  most  jndge  for  onr- 
■dres,  and  act  in  accordance  with  that  jndg- 
nent,  and  not  upon  oonfidenoe.  These  are  mj 
?iew8  npon  thia  point.  Hj  colleagne  says, 
fbnns  are  everj  thing  I  I  nnderstand  liim  to 
meao  constitntiiNul  forms.  In  this  I  agree 
viUi  Um ;  bnt  have  not  been  able  to  porattve 
tte  slightest  obataole  to  tiiia  resdntion  in  any 
kau  ct  the  ocmatitatScm :  tta  the  other  hand, 
I  flunk  I  have  abown  that  oar  right  to  express 
n  opinion  in  this  case  is  an  ondonbted,  per- 
fect, constitational  right,  derived  from  onr 
legislative  power,  and  dearly  within  the  sphere 
of  OQT  duties.  The  nature  of  onr  obligation, 
in  relation  to  appropriations,  has  also  been 
bron^t  into  Uiis  disoossion,  and  I  will  take 
this  oocsfflon  to  explun  my  views  of  it.  There 
are  three  classes  of  appropriations  made  by 
CongtesB.  Ist.  Those  over  which  we  have  an 
udmbted  discretitm.  2d.  Those  made  in  par- 
ittiice  of  ooDtraots.  8d.  Those  made  obuga- 
tory  by  the  emwtitntlon.  Of  this  last  olass  are 
the  Hdaries  wU<^  the  oonstitntlcBi  has  decUred 
■hiQ  not  be  dindnished,  snoh  as  those  of  the 
Jodges  of  the  United  States  Oonrts,  Sbo.  Wit& 
respect  to  these  three,  there  is  not  only  a 
mwaL,  bift  a  constitational  obligation :  we  are 
twom  to  support  the  constitatfon,  and  cannot 
withhold  a  aaJary  which  tiiat  instrument  has 
dedared  shall  not  be  diminished.  The  next 
diss  of  appropriations,  about  which  there  is 
any  doubt,  is  that  made  in  pnrsnanoe  of  oon- 
tnet,  whether  in  pnnmonoe  of  treaties,  w  oth- 
er contracts. 

I  hold  it  to  be  incontrovertible,  that,  when- 
•w  the  eonstitntion  has  jpven  us  the  power, 
vithoat  qaaliftoation,  to  So  anj  act,  we  must 
lis  vested  with  a  ffiseretionarj  power  to  deter- 
mlm  upon  its  expediency :  the  obligation  can- 
not be  absolate.  It  has  been  said  that  we  have 
ti»  phyrical  power.  I  say  we  have  the  consti- 
tational power.  There  Is,  however,  a  moral 
obligation  upon  ns  to  exercise  this,  as  well  as 
wery  other  power,  according  to  the  principles 
jMtice  and  good  fiuth — of  which  we  must 
^  the  judges.  Every  contract,  however, 
ndeh  depends  upon  an  appropriation  for  its 
Bul  execution,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the 
esse,  be  made  subject  to  that  oondition :  but  I 
viD  admit  the  obligation  to  be  much  stronger 
^spjnipriate  whwe  a  oontract  exists,  than 
«Mn  tiksre  fa  none,  and  whi(^  aocording  to 
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my  judgment,  resolves  itself  iuto  this :  That, 
where  an  i^ropriation  is  asked  to  carry  into 
full  effect  a  contract  of  any  kind,  those  who  re- 
fuse it  must  incur  the  responsibility  of  showing 
good  and  safficient  reasons  for  not  granting  it ; 
they  must  satisfy  th^  own  oonsoienoea  that 
the  pnbUo  intorest  forbids  the  grant  of  money ; 
the  onrden  ot  tiie  woof  liee  vpou  them ;  tho 
presumptions  are  all  in  &vor  «  the  apprt^ria- 
uon.  But,  in  ordinary  cases,  the  burden  ot 
proof  lies  on  the  ot^er  ride ;  before  money  can 
properly  be  asked  fh>m  the  Treasury,  the  ne- 
oesnty  for  it  mast  be  shown.  This  I  ocmrider 
a  safe  and  so«nd  doctrine  on  this  snifject,  from 
which  nothing  is  to  be  fiBared,  if  it  is  ftiuifbl^ 
adhered  to. 

In  another  part  of  the  argnments  of  my  col- 
league, he  quoted  a  paragraph  from  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  conven- 
tion of  that  State  who  nominated  General 
JaeksMi  fbrthe  Presidency  of  the  United  Statea, 
So  far  from  findhig  any  tiling  in  that  paper  to 
weaken  the  podtfon  1  have  takot,  I  acorad, 
heart  and  hand,  with  every  sentiment  that  he 
has  quoted.  That  declar^on,  as  well  as  I3w 
memorable  Hess^  to  which  he  refers,  was 
predicated  on  a  state  of  things  which  no  one 
now  pretends  to  have  existence :  That  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war  not 
merely  against  South  America,  but  against  all 
free  Governments.  Had  such  a  purpose  been 
known  to  exist,  to  an  extent  that  would  have 
comprehended  onr  Government,  it  would  have 
been  no  difference  where  they  struck  the  blow; 
snoh  a  war  would  have  been  our  war ;  bat  even 
in  raoh  a  ease  we  should  not  have  been  willing 
to  have  entan^ed  ourselves  with  any  agree- 
ments to  guarantee  the  free  institotitms  of  South 
America :  few  these  might  have  been  changed 
by  the  peo^  themselves,  with  which  we  had 
no  right  to  interfere.  Bnt  there  is  no  such  case 
before  us  now.  What  are  we  about  to  dot 
If  there  is  any  meaning  in  the  language  of  these 
documents,  one  and  aU,  we  are  to  enter  into 
atipolations  with  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  that 
we  will  resist  any  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  in  the  war  between  South 
America  and  Spain,  onder  any  circumstances 
that  such  a  war  might  arise.  Is  not  this  very 
different  ?  Oan  we,  having  a  doe  r^ud  to  the 
peace  and  handneas  and  safety  of  onr  own 
oonntry,  enter  into  an  agreement  that  mi^ft 
bind  us  to  engage  in  a  war  for  any  other  nation 
or  nations  on  the  face  cf  the  earth,  whether  it 
was  Just  or  nott  I  am  opposed  to  etering  into 
any  stipulations  of  this  nature,  and  believe  we 
ought  to  leave  the  Govenmient  free  to  deter- 
mine that  question,  whenever  the  case  BbaH  arise, 
and  not  commit  ourselves  beforehand,  as  it  ift 
proposed  to  do.  Shall  we  compromtt  the  hap- 
piness  of  this  people,  and  the  character  of  oar 
Government,  by  stipulating  with  the  Southem 
American  nations  that  we  will  go  to  war  with 
Russia  or  England  for  ten  fifteen  miles  or 
leagues  of  the  northwest  coast  t  In  short,  dr, 
.  shut  we  nidte  onr  dwtlny  vitlii  that  of  ai^  oth- 
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er  nation  on  the  fiuw  of  the  dobe  f  I  hare 
never  ceased  to  sympathize  with  the  people  of 
Southern  America  in  their  stnig^e  for  liberty; 
there  is  scarcely  a  man  in  this  nation  who  has 
not  sympathised  witii  them ;  bnt  it  does  not 
follov  that  ve  ahall  be  carried  kw9j  hj  tibese 
nmpathies  to  entangle  oniselvee  in  their  for- 
elm  disputes  or  wars. 

It  iriD  not  be  pretended  that  every  nation 
which  has  established  free  institntions^  will  al- 
ways act  with  Justice  in  its  dilates.  Idevont- 
ly  wish  they  may  do  so ;  bat,  iA  the  nature  of 
uuDga,  we  have  no  security  that  they  will. 
But,  suppose  we  enter  into  the  stinnlations  and 
*Moint  declaration  '*  recommended  by  the  Pree- 
ident,  will  the  South  American  GoTemmoits 
be  the  more  Ukdy  to  act  withjnstioe  towards 
other  nations  t  Finding  t&e  United  States  at 
their  back,  will  it  make  them  more  careftil  to 
net  with  jnstioe  and  prudence  fai  th^  fiveign 
iwlioy  t  Power  often  forgets  rig^it,  ammig  na- 
tions, as  well  as  men,  tmd  the  stronger  we 
make  each  combinations  the  more  ^>t  they  will 
be  to  disregard  justice.  Our  policy  is  peaoefol, 
and  the  oardinaf  Tirtne  of  Bepnblican  Govern- 
ment f^onld  be  justice.  Wh^rer  oompromits 
these,  jeopardizes  not  only  the  hsppiness  of  a 
free  people,  but  the  character  of  their  Govern- 
ment. I  will  s^  nothing  in  answer  to  the  ar- 
guments for  tlus  politick  mission,  addressed  to 
our  cnpidify  and  love  of  trade.  Every  one 
knows  that  no  oommeroialtreatieB  can  be  formed 
at  Panama.  That  poirer  is  expressly  reserved 
from  the  OoDgreas  m  the  treaties  between  those 
States;  beddes^  we  have  oommerdal  treaties 
with  most  of  the  States  already,  and  no  serious 
difficulties  exist  in  miilcing  others. 

Why  this  su^ect  has  been  introduced  I  know 
not,  unless  to  operate  npon  those  who  may  not 
have  the  means  of  d^eotinir  its  fikllacy.  I  re- 
oar  to  the  question,  then,  Have  we  a  right,  or 
have  we  not,  to  declare  our  opinion  on  this 
great  question  oi  policy  ?  If  we  have  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  this  amendment,  we 
commit  an  act  of  usurpation ;  but  if  we  have 
the  power^  and  consequently  therk;ht,  those  who 
deny  it  wdeavor,  1^  artificial  tons  and  nets,  to 
smbarrass  the  ft«e  deliberatirais  chF  this  House, 
and  are  gnll^  of  a  flagrant  attend  to  prostrate 
its  riidits  and  power  at  the  feet  of  the  Ezecn- 
tive  Departmoit  of  the  Government.  One  or 
flie  other  of  these  condomons  must  follow — we 
have  the  power  and  the  rights  or  we  have  it 
not. 

I  will  not  stop  to  consider  the  form  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  used  for  ttUs  purpose, 
nor  to  examine  the  constitutional  objection  to 
this  amendment,  arged  by  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetta,  on  aocoant  of  its  having  the 
words  "  being  nnderstood  "  at  the  head  of  it. 
.The  fear  of  my  voters  '*  being  nnderstood"  is 
no  objection  with  me.  It  is  for  that  purpose  I 
vote  for  tiie  amendment.  We  propose  to  de- 
dare^  in  a  distinct  and  separate  resolatton,  in 
nneotfol  terms,  the  sentjmoits  of  lUa  Hoose, 
and,  as  we  believe,  <rf  tUs  nation,  on  a  great 


subject  of  national  policy,  which  is  also,  as  has 
been  shown  incid^tally,  connected  with  onr 
legislative  powers ;  and  such  a  declaration  is 
met,  not  by  a  denial  of  tlie  tratii  of  its  proposi- 
tions, but  bytheassratifnthatit  la  aninfringfr- 
ment  upon,  an  invastnoC  the  Executive  pra- 
TC^gatives  1  ^ve  I  not  uown  that  this  dofr- 
trme  is  wholly  unsound  f  But  I  will  appeal  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Preadgnt  himself,  who,  I  am 
sme,  would  not  veatnre  to  advance  the  doc- 
trines we  have  heard  on  this  floor.  I  am 
bound  to  believe,  from  the  evidenoe  contained 
in  his  Message,  that  he  thon^t  we  ona^  to 
express  our  opinion,  not  only  in  general,  but  in 
detwl ;  because  I  most  believe  that  he  meant  to 
act  candidly  and  fairly  with  us,  wh^  he  sub- 
mitted this  whole  subject  to  the  "  free  determi- 
nation" <tf  the  House  of  Bepresentatives;  that, 
inUaoomnmnication,  he  meant  taaddressHils 
House  as  a  dignified  statesman  would  always 
address  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  he  waa  ocamected.  I  thmk 
it  dert^atory  to  hia  character  to  suppose  ttiat 
he  intended  we  should  dedde  in  the  gross  for 
or  against  this  measure,  without  reference  to 
its  details. 

What  would  be  the  incontrovertible  infer- 
ence, under  these  circom  stances,  if  an  over- 
whelming m^ority  of  this  House  shi^  n^^ve 
this  proposition,  after  the  manner  in  which  lie 
has  submitted  this  matter  to  ns?  Would  he 
not  have  a  ri^t  to  bdieve — ^woold  not  the 
nation  and  the  worid  think— that  this  House 
were  in  fiiTOC  of  ooniprmnit^g  the  fatme  nra- 
trality  of  the  country  t  Every  man  of  oomnun 
sense  would  so  nndostand  it.  Qentiemokmi^ 
rest  as  well  as  they  can  nprai  tiieir  nice  wire- 
drawn distinctiooa;  the  people  oi  this  eoontnr 
will  not  look  to  these ;  they  will  always  lotw 
to  Bobstanoe  when  they  want  to  judge  of  our 
acts,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  can 
judge  of  tiiem.  They  will  find  oar  names  re- 
ooraed  on  the  joumal  either  in  favor  oi  or 
against  a  policy  which  is  intended  to  oomniit 
our  future  neutrality.  With  them,  too,  we  shall 
find  that  forms  are  notiiing,  substance  every 
thing;  nd  gentlonen  who  indine  to  vote 
agunst  &e  amendnwit  <»i  account  of  fiHm,  wiO 
ao  wdl  to  reflect  iq>on  the  position  tiiey  wiU 
be  idaoed  in.  These  reoinds  may  rise  in  judg- 
ment against  them,  and  the  tame  may  oome 
when  tne  entao^ementa  we  are  now  about  to 
oommenoe  will  indace  oar  post^ty  to  lock 
back  into  them,  and  pmnt  with  scorn  to  fte 
names  of  the  men  who  first  sanctioned  this 
scheme  of  a  political  connection  with  foreign 
countries.  Ine  Prerident  will  stand  justified 
— 4t  will  be  seen  that  he  submitted  the  whole 
question  for  the  *' free  determination"  of  the 
House  of  Representutves,.  Whether  right  or 
wrong,  he  conaolted  both  branches  of  Cougresa, 
and  they  not  only  sanctioned  the  measure,  bat 
negatived  a  dedartii<m  that  we  oog^t  to  poi^ 
sue  oar  olA  poU^y  of  nvdding  entwigHng  alB- 
anoM.  It  win  be  no  emus  to  say  that  tiifs 
ddng  was  dona  beowise  BUBrinni  thovght  it  in* 
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d^eate  to  e^«n  any  c^um;  cod,  in  order 
to  joatify  thnudvefl,  onwtroed  the  Preddent's 
jUmtfO  to  mean  what  he  never  intended,  and 
in  eootradiotion  to  its  most  obvious  import.  I 
woold  urge  gentlemen  to  guard  with  Jealoos 
oaation  eTer7  appearance  of  departure  from  a 
policy  so  deeply  interesting  and  vital  to  the 
uppmess  of  Utis  nation.   This  is  not  all,  air ; 

policy  noir  prc^Hwed  is  in  direct  oppontion 
to  the  admonitions  and  &rewetl  advice  of  the 
Boot  illnatrioaa  man  that  ever  lived.  His  aid- 
Tioe  I  wonld  almost  admit  to  be  oonoliulTe 
with  me  in  all  cases.  "He  had  vast  and  oom- 
pieheimve  vleira  of  the  interests  <tf  his  ooostry, 
lad  his  heart  had  soaroe  s  throb  bnt  far  her 
prosperity.  I  would  think  myself  very  safe  in 
adopting  his  &rewell  advice  for  my  political 
Bible  i  and  to  act  vpoa  faith  on  it,  vithont  u>- 
MsL  That  great  man  perfectly  nnderatood  ^e 
oaageroos  tendency  fonnin^  political  conneo- 
tioDs  and  alllancea  vrith  foreign  nations,  and 
hov  easy  it  was,  by  an  entanglement  with  one 
natioD,  to  excite  the  hostility  and  Jefdoosy  of 
flthers.  He  clearly  foresaw  that  soch  connec- 
tions ooold  easly  involve  tiie  nation  in  war, 
even  withont  tiie  consent  of  its  Government  or 
th«  people.  A  pledge  thus  given  commits  the 
pttbho  Uatii,  and  the  occasion  might  happen  in 
which  tiiere  iroold  be  no  choice  for  the  Gov- 
flmmentt  bat  to  vUdate  the  futii  of  the  nation, 
or  go  to  war.  The  highest  responsibility  do- 
vdved  npw  Ccmgrees  is  the  power  to  declare 
var ;  but  ereiy  porpose  of  the  oonstitation  is 
defeated,  if  we  are  invt^ved  in  war  by  a  pledge 
of  Cuth  or  treaty  of  alliance,  in  which  Oon- 
gress  has  not  been  oonsolted.  Bnt  we  are  told 
the  measnres  to  be  negotiated  at  Panama  can- 
DOt  poastUy  involve  ns  in  war.  X  put  it  to  the 
eaaoor  of  every  member  who  bears  me,  whether 
tiiia  assumption  is  not  wholly  unfounded  f 
Why  is  it  proposed  to  make  a  "joint  deolmrft* 
tin'*  that  no  Eorcmeaa  nation  shall  Interfax 
between  Spain  and  the  South  American  States? 
Vhy  is  it  proposed  to  stipulate  with  the  Sonth 
American  Governments  that  we  will  not  per- 
mit e<d<Hiizatlon  on  our  territory  f  la  it  unpty 
wind,  or  do  we  intend  to  folBl  what  we  prom- 
iasl  If  we  do,  and  the  ease  occors,  we  mnst 
to  war,  without  being  left  free  to  Jud^  of 
exigracy,  or  we  must  violate  our  national 
Uth.  Theee  considerations  prove  as  well  the 
right  as  the  expediency  of  declaring  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  troe  policy  of  the  country.  It 
b  therefore  our  most  solemn  dnty  to  declare 
our  opinion,  whatever  it  may  be ;  and  any  at- 
tempt to  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  that  duty, 
^  Bioe  hair^ittinff  technicaUties,  and  such 
ematitntional  diffioulties  as  we  have  heard  ad- 
nnoed,  I  cannot  but  consider  as  a  most  fla- 
grant attempt  toprostrato  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  this  House,  at  the  feet  of  Executive 
power.  These  doctrines  were  not  tau^t  in 
t^M  old  Rmublican  school,  and  I  trust  tiiey 
will  never  be  current  in  our  coantiy.  They 
Mi  mly  nndnmine  the  foundation  of  our  sys- 
bat  ^btj  m  lo  pt^aMj  lauxmiAiitmnt^  that 
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some  othw  eondderatim  than  their  intrinrio 
merit,  must  be  necessaij  to  indiuw  any  one  to 
adopt  them.  We  may  dedare  to  the  I^^dent 
that  he  shall  make  peace.  We  may  declare 
that  any  treaty,  when  made,  ought  to  bo  abro- 

Sted  ;  and  we  may  refuse  to  carry  on  war. 
I  these  most  important  powers,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  fraught  witii  such  haurdons  oonse- 
qnences,  cannot  be  denied  to  ns ;  bat  we  are 
gravely  told  ttiat  we  violate  the  constitntion,  if 
we  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  any  one 
of  these  subjects.  After  the  danger  has  occur- 
red, we  nu^  M>pl7  a  remedy  to  the  evU,  bnt  we 
mnst  not  give  an  opinion  by  way  of  a  prevea- 
tivel  Oan  anything  bemoreahflard?  On  the 
contrary,  I  maintain,  that  the  true  theory  <d 
our  Goremment  requires,  on  all  great  and  mo- 
mentoos  qoestions,  that  there  should  he  some 
previous  sanction  of  all  the  branohes,  in  order 
to  secure  its  harmonious  operation — ^not  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  some  gentiemen  in  this 
case,  but  by  a  free  determination  "  upon  the 
whole  merits  of  the  measure.  We  have  had 
indeed  the  seinblance  of  free  deliberations  prof* 
fered  to  us  in  this  case,  bat  nothing  more.  Ao- 
oording  to  the  doctrines  lud  down  here,  it  has 
in  fact  been  more  like  a  snare  laid  for  n^ 
(whether  so  intended  or  not,)  than  any  thtug  else. 
The  Frerfdent  sends  a  proportion,  inviting 
our  free  determinatiMi  upon  it ;  and  when  we 
are  about  to  express  our  opinion  as  to  the  meas- 
ures he  proposes,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold, 
by  his  most  confidential  Iriraids  in  this  House, 
and  told  that  w<»  mmA  not  look  into  the  details 
of  this  measure ;  we  must  not  even  look  into 
the  documents  he  has  sent  us  for  the  evidence 
of  his  intentions ;  we  most  comdder  the  whole 
projeot  in  ffroes,  and  have  frdl  confideooe  in  tiie 
Executive  discretion ;  and  that  we  will  violate 
the  constitution,  if  we  express  any  opinion  dif- 
ferent from  Uiat  of  our  Committee  of  Foreign 
Belations.  This  is  not  all.  We  may  conuder 
the  propriety  of  making  the  appropriatitm,  bnt 
snl^eet  to  tiie  "  moral  oUinvnon^*  of  voting 
the  sni^lies  to  carry  into  meet  whatever  tiie 
President  and  Senate  may  oonstitutiwdly  do  I 
If  this  is  "  free  determination,"  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  it.  Bach  may  be  the  appearance 
on  the  jonmak,  bat  it  cannot  be  real ;  the  whole 
tendency  of  soch  doctrines  is,  to  make  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  absolute,  and  prostrate  this 
House  at  its  feet  The  President  may  discuss 
hia  measures  before  us,  our  committees  may 
disouss  them,  and  make  long  detailed  reports 
upon  all  the  topics  suggested  by  the  PreBideot, 
and  express  their  opmions  on  each,  but  this 
Honse  mnst  not  qteak,  nnlesa  it  be  in  an  affirm- 
ative response  to  the  Executive  edict  I  am 
sorry  to  see  so  much  zeal  in  support  of  what  I 
consider  a  repudiated  doctrine,  on  Exeoutivo 
confidence,  and  especially  from  my  colleague 
who  spoke  on  a  former  occasion,  ^r.  Wttbts,) 
for  whose  sound  republican  principles,  and  for 
whom,  personally,  I  have  very  gre^  respect 
He,  sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  asked  if  we 
"would  mxpftm  the  Frsridoit  mold  do 
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wraDf [Mr.  WuBia  eqjlained,  that  he  most 
hsTS  Doen  misunderstood ;  if  he  had  used  such 
aa  ezpresfflon,  he  only  meant  tiiat  a  reasonable 
confideDce  most  be  reposed  in  each  depart- 
ment that  it  will  do  its  dnty  within  its  sphere ; 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  express  any  idea  of  a 
special  confidence  in  pablio  men.]  Ur,  I.  ob- 
aerred,  I  am  happy  to  bear  the  explani^on  of 
my  eoUeagoe ;  as  ^e  remark  is  now  qualified, 
ihete  is  htde  difiiBrenoe  between  na  on  tiiat 
p(dnt.  Hie  eiqiressicni,  as  I  have  stated  it, 
was  used,  tboogh  I  have  no  donbt  it  was  a 
mere  dip  of  the  tongae ;  it  cmly  eenres  how- 
ever to  diow  the  danger  of  sostuning  argn- 
ments  fundamentally  erroneous.  If  my  ool- 
leagne  had  not  been  tm  the  brink  of  the  jmtA- 
pice,  he  wonld  not  have  fidlen  in.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  him  disavow  the  prindples  to  which 
inch  doctrines  lead. 

Uan  is  not  diansed,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  time 
or  place :  be  is  eatl  the  ereatore  of  edaoation 
and  of  habit.  Remove  the  means  of  ednoation, 
and  in  a  single  age  the  whole  hnman  race 
wonld  nnk  into  savage  ignorance.  Principles 
akne  can  control  and  fix  ma  faaUts.  Aiinc^ea 
we  every  thing  in  politics.  I  wonld,  witboat 
driming  any  other  right  to  oSbr  advice  to  my 
Tonnger  friends  than  that  which  I  may  derive 
from  8<Hne  more  experience,  warn  them  not  to 
adopt  principles  in  any  case  tending  to  fix  er- 
roneous habits  of  thinking.  Principles  are 
every  thing  in  politics.  They  perform  for  man. 
In  the  political  world,  what  divine  institations 
do  in  ethics;  they  are  the  great  landmarks 
which  most  giiide  ns  in  onr  path  of  doty ;  these 
alone,  can  preserve  ns  from  the  influence  of 

rrsonal  feelings  or  political  bias.  Principles, 
say,  are  every  tiling  in  gaidins  tiie  mind  to 
determine  each  qnestions  as  this,  m  which  they 
are  so  deeply  inTOlved.  The  qnestlim  is  noth- 
ing, more  or  lees,  than  whether  this  Honse,  the 
BepreaentatilTes  of  the  people,  shall  freely  exer- 
oise  a  perfect  oonstitutiomu  right,  in  declaring 
tiieir  CMpinicHi  on  the  great  interest  of  our  conn' 
tiT.  Safi'er  this  right  to  be  prostrated,  (for 
where  men  adopt  &&e  theories  for  a  putionlar 
pnrpose,  they  are  (q>t  to  regard  them  after- 
wards as  tme,)  I  say,  soffer  this  right  to  be 
prostrated  by  snob  doctrines,  and  what  be- 
oomes  of  our  Government  1  It  will  soon  sink 
into  despotism.  The  Execntive  will  is  every 
Hiiog — 'popolar  will  nothing.  We  must  appro- 
priate  the  people's  money,  whenever  the  Fren- 
oent  demands;  and,  above  all,  we  mnst  not 
examine  Into  onr  for^gn  afiT^rs :  these  belong 
to  the  Execntive  prerogatives,  although  they 
nay  affect  our  destinies  more  serionsly  than 
any  other  concerns  conmiitted  to  onr  diarge. 
Let  this  doctrine  be  fin^y  established,  and  we 
wonld  Boon  have  a  Cromwell  to  tnm  ns  ont  of 
doors,  whenever  we  might  hesitate  to  obey  him. 

As  long  as  I  shall  be  trusted  by  my  constit- 
nento  with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  will  maintain, 
with  all  my  feeble  abOity,  this  power  of  the 
Honse  as  a  sacred  tmstuMt  to  be  betrayed,  nor 
the  dnlgr  under  It  to  ^^idtted     any  eit* 


croaohments  whatever,  either  from  withont,  or 
the  more  fatal  encroachments  from  witkm. 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  no  less  a  violation  of  doty 
to  Borrwder  a  power  which  the  pnbUc  good 
demands  that  we  should  exercise,  than  it  wonld 
be  to  nsorp  a  power.  I  have  conmdered  this 
point  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  disoa»- 
sion,  and  have,  therefore,  dwelt  on  it  at  so 
mnch  length.  In  my  judgment  the  right  is  a 
pofeot  ocoutitntiomu  right,  and  ooritt  finrarer 
to  be  asserted  and  maintained  as  sQch. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  add  aometUi^  to 
what  baa  been  so  mueh  better  said,  Inr  otfien^ 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  missioQ  to  Panama. 
Can  any  one  doubt,  who  has  read  the  doon* 
menta  on  your  table,  that  a  political  ooiu>e<>- 
ticai  is  contemplated  with  tne  otrnfederated 
Governments  <h  Southern  America  differemt 
from  the  connection  we  have  Iiad  with  any 
other  Government  nnce  the  IVench  trea^ 
I7f8?  Is  not  this  a  new  portion,  a  new 
epoch  in  the  history  of  our  country  f  Jtaj 
it  not  lead  to  consequences  wliich  none  can 
now  f<M«6eet  One  of  the  avowed  olgecta 
of  Hiia  misdknL  la  to  enter  into  a  atipnli^ 
ttm  with  the  Govermnenta  at  Panama,  that 
we  will  prevent  otdonization  on  oar  own  terri- 
tories. 1  wotdd  appeal  to  every  member  of  tbe 
committee  to  say  whether  this  is  a  fit  subject 
to  go  abroad  to  make  stipulations  about  t  Can 
we  not  take  care  of  onr  interests  without  bind- 
ing ourselves  to  a  foreign  country  to  do  itt 
Was  there  ever  such  an  Itching  for  mingling  in 
the  afiairs  of  foreign  countries  t  We  are  told, 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  iiiinrioQS  treaty,  as  ^ 
Senate  will  have  to  ratiiy  before  it  beoomea 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States.  This  may 
increase  the  security  in  this  case,  but  doee  not 
relieve  us  from  oar  proper  responsibili^. 
When  I  Qonaider  it  my  du^  to  do  any  act,  I 
win  not  refrain  firom  it  beoanae  there  »  a 
probalnlity  that  some  one  else  will  do  it :  but 
there  is  another  point  which  cannot  be  an- 
swered by  referring  the  responsibility  to  tiie 
Senate,  and  I  beg  me  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  this  subject  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  some  gentleman  who  may  rollow  me,  a 
precise  answer  on  this  point   The  Freeident 

E reposes,  in  bis  Message  communicated  to  thb 
[ouse,  to  enter  into  a  "joint  declaration  "  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  this  Government,  and 
the  deputies  of  the  confederated  Govenmtienta 
of  South  America  at  Panama.  A  joint  decla- 
ratiou  is  to  l>e  made  in  relation  to  tlie  ^estlMi 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  the  Govern* 
ments  of  Eon^  with  the  Govraimienta  al 
Southern  Amenoa.  And  what  is  a  joint  deo> 
larationt  Does  this  bel(mg  to  the  treaty- 
making  power?  The  President  and  Senate 
may  make  treaties,  but  where  do  we  find  any 
power  given  to  the  President  to  authorize 
the  Hinieters  of  the  United  States  to  do  any 
thing  (much  less  commit  the  fiiture  neutrality 
of  this  country)  by  any  pledge  or  declaration, 
or  manifesto  in  connection  with  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, except  by  treaty  !  Bhali  we  oe  told 
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that  thia  dedarttion  will  be  sabmitted  to  the 
Beute  for  their  rotifioaUoul  Or  is  it  to  be 
salnnitted  to  Congress  for  some  enactment  t  If 
H  were,  it  wonld  no  doubt  oome  with  tibe  nstud 
tfitsnglements  which  have  been  contrived  to 
nstun  Ezecntive  power,  viz :  The  pledge  oS 
tbe  pablio  futh,  &o.,  ana  moral  obligation  to 
redeem.  Bnt  it  is  not  intended  to  come  back 
fcr  ratification ;  and  can,  therefore,  be  consid- 
end  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  palpable  and 
flagrant  nsnrpation  of  power ;  beoaose  we  can- 
not  find  in  the  owstitiitioa  anT'  aatiunit7  ^ven 
to  the  EncotiTe  to  enter  into  a  connection 
with  foreign  powers,  by  "J<dnt  dedaration." 
Btber  of  the  bruichee  of  this  Government 
mi^t,  with  propriety,  declare  its  opinion  on 
inj  subject  of  foreign  policy.  8aoh  a  declara- 
tioa  woold,  like  onr  enactment  of  laws,  be 
witlun  oar  own  oontrol.  Bnt  assooiate  with 
one  or  more  foreign  powers  !n  a  declaration  of 
tbe  kind  proposw,  and  it  asanmee  a  very  dif- 
fereot  chEuaoter.  It  wonld  be  a  pledge — noth- 
ing lets  than  a  pled^ ;  binding,  if  constito- 
tioDsUy  made,  the  honor  and  futh  of  this  na- 
tim;  and  wonld,  if  any  case  within  its  possi- 
Uft  eonteoqilaticm  shonld  arise,  come  back  upon 
u  with  all  the  force  of  moral  oU^lion  to  re- 
doem  it  It  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  that 
**whai  n^ons  speak,  they  mean  something." 
IbiB  in  certainly  true,  and  whatever  yon  would 
in  a  "joint  declaration,"  such  as  is  pro- 
posed, yon  wonld  mean  to  assert  and  maintain. 
Bnt  if  ^e  President  had  power  to  make  a 
^edge  in  that  form,  it  is  the  worst  form  which 
the  propmed  political  oomieotion  with  the 
Sonthem  American  Oovemments  ooold  aa- 
nme.  It  is  inndioos  in  its  commencement, 
md  oonbuns  within  it  a  poison  that,  however 
«knr  in  its  pn^ress,  must,  if  attempted,  endan- 
ger flw  vital  iateresto  otom  ooont^. 

I  shoold  be  glad  to  hear  vhst  can  be  said  in 
d^oe  of  thia  part  of  the  scheme  at  Panama. 
Vr.  Oh^rman,  we  onght  to  be  aware  of  saoh 
pledges,  ^ve  we  not  already  seen  the  use 
Thich  has  been  made  of  the  Keaaago  of  the 
Iste  President  in  onr  negotiations  abroad? 
Ahfaongh  it  was  a  declaration  naconneoted 
wiOi  any  foreign  nation,  and  all  its  purposes 
completely  within  onr  own  control  yet  it  has 
been  used  by  onr  Minister  at  Mezioo  as  a 
fUdge,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  has  been  anthor- 
ned  so  to  nse  it  by  the  Department  of  State, 
1^  wUeh  it  is  ^^nctly  spckm  d  ma  pledge, 
snd  urged  as  a  reason  for  insisting  upon  com- 
Bereiol  privilraes  tnm  Mexico.  It  is  even 
probable  that,  in  pursuance  of  these  represen- 
iafioos,  we  have  now  a  commercial  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  that  Oovemment,  actually,  if  not 
uterally,  upon  the  basis  of  this  pledge.  If  sach 
ideduation  as  that  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  can 
thus  be  interwoven  with  and  used  as  a  pledge 
in  our  foreign  negotiations,  what  wonld  be  the 
<l>srscter  of  the  pledge  which  might  be  made 
oft  Congress  composed  of  Plenipotentiaries 
Bom  seven  or  eight  Qovemments  I 
B^ieot  tho  amendment  nsdw  ocHuddentioo, 


[H.  o*  R. 

and  sanction  this  purpose  now,  and  whatever 
the  consequences  may  De,  will  yon  not  be  told 
hereafter  that  tiie  project  was  sabmitted  to 
yon,  and  received  your  sanction ;  that  yon  have 
rerajsed  to  qualify  it  when  the  question  was 
distinctiy  presented,  and  have  thereby  given  it 
a  form  and  character  which  it  could  not  other- 
wise have  had  t  According  to  my  construction 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  he  has  acted 
fairly,  in  inviting  our  free  deliberation  on  this 
subject ;  and,  although  we  may  think  some  of 
tbe  purposes  he  has  in  view  to  be  erroneons 
and  injurious  to  tiie  country,  yet,  after  he  shall 
have  made  the  stipnlationB  which  he  has  tolii 
us  he  intends  to  do,  we  should  be  mnoh  at 
a  loss  for  an  excuse  to  refuse  our  aid  to 
carry  them  into  efTeot  The  President  would 
say,  I  lud  the  whole  matter  before  yon,  and 
yon  not  only  gave  it  sanction  generuly,  but, 
when  the  question  was  presented  whether  there 
should  be  any  qualification  of,  or  restraint 
upon,  \h.e  measures  I  had  proposed,  yon  de- 
clared by  your  vote  there  shonld  be  none,  and 
thereby  sanctioned  my  whole  purpose  as  I  hdd 
it  before  yon.  Sach  wonld  be  the  language  he 
would  hold ;  and  this,  added  to  the  doctrines  of 
moral  obligation  we  nave  heard  bo  much  aboa^ 
-would  completely  conclude  us. 

Do  gentlemen  peroelTe  what  nets  are  nnread 
for  ns  ?  We  must  trust  every  thing  to  laecn- 
tive  discretion ;  we  mast  not  express  an  opin- 
ion, even  when  asked ;  and  whenever  he,  by 
his  Ministers,  shall  pledge  the  honor  and  futh 
of  this  nation,  by  treaty,  or  manifesto,  we,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom  are 
committed  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation,  are 
bound  to  appropriate  withont  inquiry.  Such 
doctrines  do  not  belong  to  my  pditiosl  creed. 

I  regret  that  the  President  has  abandoned 
those  prindplea)  in  relation  to  onr  foredgn  pol- 
icy, which  I  am  sure  he  formerly  maintained. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  disousdon  upon  the 
resolution  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  urging 
the  reoognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  Statea,  before  they  were,  in 
fact,  independent,  and  to  the  argumenta  of  the 
Ooramittee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  tnen  coinciding 
with  the  Department  of  State,  to  show  that  the 
opinion  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State  and  pres- 
ent Secretary  of  State  were  direotiy  at  variance 
as  to  onr  neutral  policy.  In  1816,  tiie  present 
Secretary  of  State  declared  in  a  speech  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  that  tbe  United  States  would 
be  justified,  by  every  principle  of  pablio  law,  in 
embarking  in  tiie  war  between  apaiik  and  her 
colonies ;  and  that  we  ought  to  embark  in  it. 
The  only  qualification  he  used,  was,  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  proper  understanding  first 
with  other  powers.  This  was,  however,  only 
a  consideration  of  expediency,  and  could  not 
affect  tbe  question  of  right  to  embark  in  the 
war.  He  must,  therefore,  be  oonudered  sa 
having  avowed  the  policy  of  embarking  in  that 
war.  I  have  not  the  speech  before  roe,  and 
speak  of  it  only  from  memory.  It  is  many  years 
since,  but  I  cannot  be  mmtakan.  Oongreas 
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ttiongbt  differently — the  Fresideiit  thonght 
differently — and  ^6  next  Administration  hare 
pursued  a  very  different  policy :  they  wonld  not 
even  msognize,  by  senaing  iQniBters,  iXH  the 
Sonth  American  GoTernraents  were  clearly  in 
possession  of  the  antboiity  in  those  States. 
And  this  policy,  no  donbt,  received  the  appro- 
bation of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (now 
I^e«dent  of  the  United  States.)  Here,  then,  is 
a  qnestion  on  which  these  gentlemen  were  at 
issue.  The  present  Secretary-  of  State  was 
willing  to  go  to  war  In  1610  against  Spain. 
He  was,  of  course,  willing  to  ioonr  Hie  same 
ri^  in  1818,  when  he  Introdnoed  his  resolntion 
to  recognize  the  indepoDdenoe  of  Sonth  America. 
Id  tlds  he  was  oonnstent ;  I  disagreed  with  him 
then,  as  I  do  now.  But  he  was  condstent— he 
always  wanted  to  have  something  more  to  do 
In  that  contest  than  the  Adminisbration,  or  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  people  of  this 
country  were  willing  to  indulge  him  in.  The 
event  has  shown  that  we,  and  also  the  South 
American  States,  have  done  very  well  upon  the ; 
neutral  policy.  They  have  achieved  their  in- 
dependence without  foreign  aid,  and  we  have 
avoided  not  only  a  war  with  Spain,  but  we 
have  shown  to  the  world  that  we  will  n<A  offi- 
(dously  interfere  In  the  affidrs  of  other  nations. 

This  Government  chose  its  own  time  for  re- 
cognition ;  after  the  most  deliberate  considera- 
tion, we  determined  to  acknowledge,  as  we 
have  always  done,  the  Government,  as  /acto^ 
without  waiting  till  it  might  snit  the  stubborn 
ciiaracter  of  Spain  to  a^owledge  the  inde- 
ndence  of  her  colonies,  which  she  did  not  do 
relation  to  Holland  for  near  half  a  century 
after  all  attempts  at  subjugation  had  seemed 
fruitless. 

I  have  said  there  was  a  diffnence  of  opinion 
between  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State, 
as  to  the  neutral  pi^cy  of  this  comitry  In  rela- 
tion to  Sontb  America;  and  the  dlffo^ce  be- 
tween them  was  this :  the  former  was  willing 
to  recognize,  when  it  could  be  done  without 
inst  cause  of  war  with  the  mother  country — the 
utter  was  quite  willing,  if  not  anxious,  to  take 
part  in  that  war. 

We  have  been  almost  forbidden  to  look  into 
the  documents  on  our  table  for  evidence  of 
fiiots  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  but  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  referring  to  a  paper  which  has 
not  been  laid  on  our  tables.  It  is  an  article 
which  made  its  appearance  in  a  pi^r  that  was 
then  ander  an  eng^ement  to  have  the  patron- 
age of  the  State Ttepartment,  and  which  now 
prints  the  laws  "  1^  antlunity."  Tbis  article 
appeared,  when  all  was  quiet  in  this  oountry, 
on  the  Bubject  of  embarlnng  in  this  splendid 
scheme  of  a  misdon  to  the  Oonfederated  As- 
sembly at  Panama.  It  is  remarkable,  too,  that 
this  article  appeared  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
versation held  at  the  Department  of  State,  last 
Spring,  with  the  Ministers  of  Colombia  and 
Mexico,  on  the  eutgect  of  our  invitation  to  that 
OongTMS.  This  artide  is  evidratly  written 
with  some  oare^  and  presses  ita  pnipose  vith 


both  leal  and  aUB^,  through  a  diannel  de- 
voted to  the  State  Department,  and  not  very 
friendly  to  the  President.  It  would  not  m 
presuming  much  upon  credulity  to  suppose 
that  it  ndght  have  passed  under  the  eye  ot,  if 
it  had  not  been  written  by  an  amanaensts  oL 
the  Secretarr  of  State  himself.  What  ia  it? 
After  advert£ag  to  some  fact  stated  in  a  South 
American  paper,  it  proceeds  thus : 

"  It  has  been  annoosoed  by  the  Government  ef 
Colombia,  that  a  Coogress  of  the  States  of  South 
America  will  probably  meet  at  F&nama  in  the 
eouTBe  of  the  present  year.  Will  not  these  United 
States  be  represented  there  t  Will  we  lose  the  op- 
portunity of  expressing,  by  an  ambassador,  at  least, 
our  frfctemal  feelings  towards  the  other  iimabitanta 
of  tbeCraUnentt 

"  Let  theiti  propose  to  all  the  American  sadona 
a  cmfederation.  The  det^  of  so  magnificent  a 
work  would  require  kmg  and  laborious  consi dera- 
tion ;  bat  the  leading  priDciple  should  be  dices^bf- 
lishmeBt  of  a  eonatitunoa  Kuaetliiag  hke  ear  owa^ 
by  whioh  an  Areopigns  or  Congress  dioald  wateh 
over  the  amtnal  rehUoos  of  the  Confederated  Stateaj 
and  whioh  would  wield  the  force  of  the  Conieddimtea 
States  in  defence  of  any  member  that  may  be  at- 
tacked ;  such  are  the  bases  which  wonld  insure  to 
ns  power  and  peace,  and  secure  to  the  foundeza 
praise  and  gratitude  from  posterity.  It  la  a  pracU- 
cable  plan  now.  We  have,  at  present,  no  conflict- 
ing Interests  with  one  aaotrar.  Tne  proposed 
scheme  ia  intended  to  prevent  our  ever  having 
them  ;  or,  if  they  should  arise,  it  provides  for  Ham 
amicable  arrangement. 

*'  It  is  objected  that  foreign  nations  will  view  the 
confederation  with  jealousy :  I  answer,  flnt,  it  wiH 
be  strong  enough  to  oonduate  the  good,  and  repvd 
the  rage  of  unjust  men  with  in^flwence.  Trostiaa 
of  mere  aUianoe  have  not  hitherto  been  found  mA- 
(uent ;  they  have  dmost  always  terminated  in  dia- 
gust,  and  have  l>een  broken.  Secondly,  I  answer, 
tiiat,  in  modern  times,  the  example  has  been  re- 
peatedly set  us.  The  Holy  Alliance  is  itself  an  ex- 
ample. The  Germanie  CamederaUou88itwa8,aud 
as  It  stands,  Is  a  ease  in  pt^t.  The  Confederation 
of  the  Rlune  another.  The  fonner  union  of  the 
three  Crowns  of  Englsnd,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
another ;  as  also  the  former,  and  perhaps  present 
condition  of  the  dominions  of  the  empire  of  Austria. 
The  Heptarchy  of  England,  and  neariy  aJI  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  the  dark  ages,  to  say  nothingof 
the  Greek  Oonfederation  in  ancient  times,  nm 
errors  of  these  examples  are  befbra  na,  to  want  oa 
against  tlieir  repetition,  and  to  instruct  os  how  ta 
oiganixe  oar  confederation. 

"This  scheme  of  a  general  Confederation  of  tlie 
Americas  is  submitted  to  the  public  as  a  means  of 
securing  power  abroad  and  peace  and  bap{Mness  at 
home.  Humanity,  policy,  and  reason,  ctul  upon  ui 
to  rivet  ibo  bonds  en  fmemal  affection,  itel,  and  to 
guard,  with  a  sacred  vigilance,  agdnst  the  mpture 
of  a  nngte  link.  A  confederation  alone  is  compe- 
tent  to  this  dnty.  Without  it  we  submit  to  the  oi^ 
dinary  fete  of  other  nations :  jealousy,  dtooord,  and 
war,  whenever  any  nation  ttunks  ftadf  atroag 
enough  to  wage  one  with  impunity." 

This  article,  of  which  I  have  read  only  an  ex- 
tract, finds  its  way  to  Washington.  It  no  doubt 
met  the  eye  of  me  President,  who  must  have 
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becrn  «t  that  time  very  maoh  alive  to  this  snb- 
ject^  This  rolendid  soheme  of  a  oonfiHleration 
of  the  Amenoas  was  not  suited  to  his  taste ; 
and  he,  <^  course,  would  have  no  indinatioa  to 
be  mored  upon,  even  hj  his  Secretary,  in  a 
matter  of  that  Idnd.  Soon  after  tiie  article 
made  its  wpearanoa  in  Washiiiffton,  we  find  it 
rraat^died,  "b7reqiieBt,"intbe^fftfMia2/n^ 
wUffaneWf  wiOi  the  comment  vhibh  I  beg 
leave  to  read: 

**WehaTe  seen  the  purposei  for  whidi  the  states- 
am  and  GOTennDent  of  Oolombia  are  said  to  derire 
to  Md  a  CoDgresB,  or  Amphietyonio  CooDcil,  as  it 
has  beeo  called,  of  the  Amtriean  GorenuneDts,  to 
whidi  it  is  sormlsad  that  the  United  Sutee  have 
been,  or  are  to  be,  invited  to  beoome  a  part;.  We 
cannot  permit  this  pn^Miritioa  to  pass  withwita  re- 
Mark,  lest  oar  dienoe  nu|^t  be  taken  for  assent  to 
it,  in  any  shape ;  or  even  for  indiiference  in  regard 
to  R,  BO  for  as  this  nadon  is  embraced  in  it.  If  the 
pabEc  seotimeot  be  in  accord  with  oofs  on  this 
piNnt,  ve  shall  never  send  a  BepresentaUTe  to  any 
Congress  of  nations,  whose  decisiOQS  are  to  be  l&w 
for  this  nation.  Our  own  confederacy  insnrea  the 
power  and  the  mode  of  asserting  oar  own  tights, 
and  indicating  oar  wrongs; 

"By  an  alBaneewltb  any  otter  nattui  or  nations. 
It  ia  obvious  we  AaB  not  strengthen  twt  eipose 
iMnelves.  We  Bhontd  lose,  by  any  snch  aUianoe, 
the  independence  which  is  oar  bout  For  what  is 
independence  bot  a  name,  if  the  question  oS  peace, 
(^war,  hCt  are  to  be  determined  fw  ns,  not  by  the 
CMgreas  of  the  United  States,  but  a  stupendous 
confederacy,  in  which  the  United  States  luive  but  a 
rin|^  vote."  "  It  will  be  seen  that  we  conrider  tlie 
^posed  oonfederaUon  as  intended  to  possese  the 
powers,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  ancient  council 
of  Amphictyons,  having  power  to  cause  obedienoe 
to  its  decrees.  It  is  surely  not  necessary  to  orge 
ar{;nraents  against  a  departure  trim  that  cardinal 
]Kinciite  in  onr  fordgn  mtefconrse  wUeh  tfstrosts 
and  resets  alUanees  with  foreign  nations  for  any 
poipose."  ^Bverj  one  will  see  at  a  glance  the  vi- 
tal objectioui  there  are  to  tUa  OovemmeofB  conp- 
big  its  destiolsB  with  tluae  of  any  ether  people  on 
sarth." 

**  The  An^)hictyons  of  Greece  were  a  body  neoes- 
awy  pwfai^  in  that  age,  among  other  objects  to 
keep  sUve  reliriooa  Ins^ndons,  and  to  protect  its 
orscles.  We  uve  no  sacred  wars  to  wage,  nor  oc- 
euion  for  a  Hdy  Alliance  to  protect  eiuer  oar  re- 
Bgioos  or  oar  ptwtical  rights.  It  is  no  reason,  be- 
canse  snch  a  measure  has  found  bvor  among  the 
BsUcKu  of  Eorope,  that  it  should  be  resorted  to  by 
tite  nations  of  America." 

**We  have  spc^an  of  the  prt^weed Congress  of 
Anwriean  Governments  as  of  a  oonfederaoy  of  those 
Bationt.  If;  however,  nothing  more  be  meant  than 
a  conAtenee  of  IGmstera,  ito.,  to  ouisalt  vpoowhat 
tu  interests  of  ttie  wliole  may  seem  to  require,  we 
«)  not  know  that  we  dMmld  see  any  other  objec- 
^^(o  it,  than  that  it  can  be  iwodootive  of  nothing 
i^NMSeiaL  If  audi  a  conimnoe  were  prqMset^ 
P>riiapB  Bere  ooortesy  mi^t  induce  an  assent  to  it 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  were  It  only  to  as- 
■ert  tSse  doctrine  that,  in  becondi^  Indepmdent  of 
we  Ketropolitan  Govenunents,  the  Governments  of 
America  (night  not,  and,  as  fiu-  as  respects  tbb  peo- 
IK,  wtU  |lo^  be  independent  on  <»ie  another." 
"•Against  the  magj^Ooeat  aeheme  oftheFl^ 


delphia  JfWius,  we  enter  onr  dedded  protest.  We 
want  not  his  Areopagus,  any  more  than  we  do  the 
AmpUotyons.  For  onr  Areopagus,  we  are  satiaBed 
with  onr  bench  <tf  judges ;  and,  for  our  Coundl  fit 
Ampluotyona,  we  cnoose  our  Congress.  We  dedre, 
in  fine,  to  be  members  of  no  e<Huedetation  but  that 
of  the  United  Btatea," 

It  is  apparent,  at  a  sto^  glanoe,  Out  1U> 
paper  was  written  by  some  perstm  vho  had 
reflected  maturely  on  the  snlject.  It  waa  dime 
when  this  natim  was  not  dreandi^  of  any 
edtemes  b^ng  oa  foot  to  entan^e  onr  destimes' 
with  Bonth  America  at  Panama.  I  vonld 
appeal  to  every  one  who  has  paid  the  least  at- 
t^tion  to  the  style  of  a  distinenished  ftinction- 
ary  of  tiiis  Government,  wheuier  he  does  not 
perceive  a  most  striking  resemblance  to  it  in 
the  style  of  this  paper.  Kr.  Ohunnan,  it  was 
written  by  no  every-day  scribbler.  after  a 
oomparison,  any  one  shall  doubt,  I  will  only 
say  he  is  more  sceptical  in  his  disposition  than 
I  will  acknowledge  myself  to  be.  I  will  not 
conceal  my  belief  as  to  the  anthorahip  of  the 
two  p^»er8 :  so  &r,  at  least,  as  to  dedare  that 
I  am  oonvineed  that  In  the  FhUadephia 
was  written  nnder  the  c^e  of  the  Secretary  of 
St^  and  that  in  the  Ifationdl  Int$Oig«nMir 
under  the  eye,  tf  not  by  the  pen,  of  the  Presi- 
dent himsdf.  I  pretend  not  to  have  any  other 
evidence  of  this  foot  than  what  will  be  foond 
in  the  artides,  the  oiromnstanoe  of  their  ap- 
pearance, and  the  known  opinion  of  these  two 
gentlemen  on  the  subject  disonssed  in  the 
papers ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  be  snspeotod 
having  betrayed  any  confidence  in  relation  to 
any  snpp(»ea  loiowledge  of  their  anthorship. 
I  will  only  add,  that  the  last  oontuns  mors 
good  sense,  npon  a  antjeot  aomewhat  intricate^ 
than  I  have  ever  seen  comprised  in  so  small  a 
space.  It  fs,  in  my  Judgment,  one  of  the  ablest 
papers  that  I  ever  put  my  eye  npon.  K  I  am 
correct  in  my  supposition  as  to  the  authorship, 
these  two  papers  will  give  as  the  fi«e  and  nn- 
tranunatled  opiniona  the  two  statesmen  at 
the  head  <tf  uie  Exeentive  Department  of  the 
Government  at  that  ^e.  Theae  opinitw  are 
not  more  oppodte  than  they  were  known  long 
sinoe  to  have  been,  in  r^ard  to  onr  connection 
with  Sonth  America ;  but  here  they  are  pre- 
seated  in  distinct  and  nndisgnised  ccdors,  dearfy 
e^ibited  and  easy  to  be  nnderstood.  The 
Secretary  is  for  a  magnifloent  sdieme  of  con- 
federation of  the  Amonoaa  fat  the  grand  assem- 
blyatPanama.  "Ttaatkat^ mere alBance will 
not  do."  Thai  he  nma  over  the  ezampkl  of 
grand  Oongresaea  in  modem  timea;  at  lAehead 
of  these  is  the  "  Holy  Alliance  "  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent  I  Exoellent  example  t  And  at 
the  t^  the  heptarchy  of  England  t  "  The  er- 
rors of  these  examples"  says  he,  "  are  befwe  na, 
to  warn  ns  against  their  repetition,  and  to  In- 
Btmct  us  how  to  oi^anize  oar  confederaticm." 
But  we  find  the  Prendent  protesting,  in  the 
most  decided  terms,  against  the  nu^fnifieent 
soheme  of  the  Secretary.  They  appear  to  have 
been,iiL&et,flaappoiita«BtheA]i%od€B.  V* 
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■hall  presentlj  see  how  they  are  broo^t  to- 
gether. The  first  moTemeiit  made  by  the 
Secretary  was  Mb  conversation  with  Mr.  Obre- 
gm  and  ICr.  Balaiar,  which,  he  oareAillx  tella 
xm,  was  hdd,  at  tlieir  inatanoe,  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  The  lesiilt  of  this  vwbal  con- 
fereiuse  is  to  procore  a  sort  of  Invitation,  or, 
rather,  an  inqniry,  whether  it  would  be  agreea- 
ble to  the  United  States  to  be  invited.  The 
Secretary  received  it  with  icreat  oompltusance, 
bnt  somewhat  coyish,  no  oonbt.  He  reports 
the  matter  to  the  Freddent,  who  deures  to 
know  the  "  objects  of  the  Congress  and  its  mode 
of  organization  and  action ; "  and,  if  these  pre- 
liminary matters  oonld  be  arrwged,  the  Presi- 
dent was  willing  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama. 
The  answer  of  tne  President  was  commonicated 
to  Mr.  Obregon  and  Mr.  Salazar  verbally.  Q 
ooold  widi  it  had  been  in  writing,  «id  thai 
time  oonld  have  been  no  mistakes  or  mison- 
deratandings  abont  it.)  These  genttemen  write 
home  to  th«r  Governments,  and,  <m  ttie  Sd  and 
8d  of  Kovember,  they  hiform  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  having  received  ftirtiier  instraction 
to  give  na  an  invitation  to  the  Oongress.  Mr. 
Salaaar  informs  him  of  the  objects  which  it  was 
expected  we  wonld  take  a  part  in  the  consid- 
eration  of :  bat  he  says  not  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "  organization  and  mode  of  action  " 
of  the  Oongress,  not  any  more  than  if  it  bad 
never  been  presented  to  his  attention.  He 
seems  to  understand  that,  if  the  President  ap- 
proved of  the  sabjeots  to  be  disoossed,  he 
wonld  BOid  a  Mhiister  to  reimsent  1^  United 
Statea  at  the  Ocmgrass ;  no  otbw  oondltion  is 
adverted  to  npoi  wUoh  the  in'ritaticm  waa  ao- 

Ml.  Obregon  seems  to  have  nnderstood  thb 
wbal  commnnioation  the  Secretary  some- 
what differently,  viz :  That  the  only  condition 
of  our  aooeptance  was,  "that  onr  nentrality 
with  Spain  ehonld  not  be  violated,  and  that  the 
President  shoold  be  informed  of  Uie  afiiairs 
with  which  the  Oongress  was  to  be  ooonpied, 
and  of  the  uniformity  of  the  credentials  or  aa- 
thorization  of  the  respective  Bepresentativea : " 
— now  the  otmdition  required  by  the  Preddent 
was.  that  the  preliminary  p<^ts,  including  the 
mode  of  oi^[anicatl(m  and  action,  '*  shomd  be 
iatfafacforily  arranged^ "  and  not,  as  Mr.  Obre- 
gm  soppoaea,  that  he  ahoidd  merdy  be  in- 
mmed  of  them.  There  is  an  evident  mison- 
derstanding  between  tiiem.  Mr.  Obregon  does 
not  even  seem  to  know  the  ocmditions  required 
by^he  President:  for  be  does  not  advert  to 
them  at  all ;  neither  be  nor  Mr.  Salazar  says  a 
word  abont  **  the  mode  of  oi^nization  and  ac- 
tion," in  the  Oongress,  nor  afford  any  evidence 
that  such  an  inquiry  had  been  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Nor  do  we  yet  know  any 
thing  on  that  subject ;  although  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  body  must  determme  whether  it  is 
a  0(mfiBderation  or  a  diplomatic  oouncil.  We 
tre,  to  this  momentj  wholly  in  the  dark  imthia 
bnpOTtant  point,  irtiether  it  acts  by  I2ie  oom- 
mon  will  of  a  m^wity,  or  two-thixw,  or  tbree- 
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fourths,  or  whether  unanimity  is  required. 
This  was  evidently  a  serious  difficulty ;  but  no 
explanation  had  arrived  on  the  third  oi  Ko- 
vember,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost. 
Bnt  this  dilBtoilfy  ww  got  over  in  some  way. 
After  ddiberating  twen^-aeven  d^ra,  the  Preri- 
dent  agreed  to  waive  ul  his  ol^eetions  to  tbo 
organisation  of  an  Areopagun,  or  Amphiofy<mio 
league,  and  determines  to  ocmmder  the  assem- 
bly as  merely  **  owsnltatave  "  in  the  first  in- 
stance. (I  regret  this  qualification.  If  ha 
should  adapt  the  instructions  of  our  Ministers 
to  such  a  l>ody,  and  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a 
confederated  body,  acting  by  a  common  will, 
voting  bv  a  mi^orl^  or  two-thirds,  dec,  what 
will  he  then  do  ?  Will  he  send  the  Ministers 
into  the  assembly,  and  suffer  the  interests  of 
this  people  to  be  voted  upon  by  a  fbrdgn  Ocm- 
gnss9)  This  is  the  Fresident^a  first  w^ver 
m  tUa  omteat  with  his  Seor^arj.  Kow  let  na 
see  what  advance  the  Seeretazy  makes  to  meet 
him.  He  has  apparently  wdved  his  magnifi- 
cent scheme  of  "  confederating  the  AmerKans^** 
and  ia  oontent  to  make  some  treaty-etipul*- 
tioiu:  and  what  are  these  t  Mere  entering 
wedges]  Tee,  sir,  I  beg  attention  to  the 
wor^  mere  entering  wedges,  to  open  the 
way  by  degrees  for  future  operations.  I  want 
to  see  no  such  ent«-ing  wedges  in  the  hands  ttf 
a  man  who  combines  so  much  of  qualitiea 
rarely  combined,  viz.  temerity  and  persever- 
ance. Bnt  the  President  does  not  consent, 
after  the  debates  in  the  Senate,  to  make  treaty 
stipulations,  involving  onr  neuti^ty.  The/ 
finally  agree,  however,  to  propose  a  stipulation 
that  eaon  ooantry  will  defend  its  own  terri- 
tory tema  fco^gn  oc^onization,  and  to  make  a 
Joint  declaration  about  European  interferenoe  in 
the  affairs  of  South  America.  This,  it  was  sup- 
posed, oonld  do  no  harm ;  and  here  these  two 
very  distinguished  statesmen  have  come  to- 
gether, and  this  is  what  we  are  called  vwm  to 
spend  |100,000  of  tiie  puUic  moavy  for,  in 
order  to  make  our  appearance  at  the  spl^did 
Oongress  at  Panama. 

The  President  seems  to  think  he  has  rendered 
the  measure  harmless,  and  the  Secretary  ta 
satisfied  with  having  secured  bis  watering 
wedges.  But  them  m  one  p<^t  to  whiohl 
\)eg  tiie  attention  of  the  o(»nmittee,  because  it 
ia  yet  unsettled.  The  President,  in  every  cam' 
mnnication  on  the  subject,  promises  not  to 
"  commit  our  neutrality ; "  when  the  Secretary 
speaks  on  tliis  subjeotj  he  always  uses  the 
words  *'  present  neutrality."  Now,  we  know 
that  a  stipiUation  of  alliance,  offenuve  and  de- 
fensive, to  take  effect  in  any  fature  stmra^e^ 
would  not  commit  our  present  neutrality ;  but 
it  might  commit,  most  dangerously,  our  ftitnre 
neutrality.  There  is,  then,  a  difference  between 
the  two  expressions,  which  ia  intended  to  mean 
something. 

I  have  said  that  the  doonnmita  do  not  ahow 
any  evidmce  of  entire  reooncfliatiOT  on  thia 
pohit.  Now  let  ua  see  who  baa  gained  hit' 
pdut.  TheSeerotaiyofStatewi^adroiilar 
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to  Measn.  Salazar,  Obre^n,  and  Oftoas,  inform- 
iag  them  of  tbe  acceptance  of  the  invitatioii, 
DpoD  the  terms,  and  for  the  purposes  proposed 
bj  them,  in  the  following  woras ;  "  He  (the 
Prerident)  has  therefore  resolved,  should  the 
Bouie  give  their  advice  and  consent,  to  send 
OommiBskmera  to  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
VlulBt  they  will  not  be  authorized  to  enter 
apon  any  deliberatioD,  or  ooncar  in  my  acts, 
inonudateot  with  the  ivesant  neutral  position 
of  tlie  TTnlted  Btatea,  and  its  obligations,  thej 
will  be  folly  empowered  and  iuBtmcted  upon 
an  questions  likely  to  arise  in  the  Oongresa, 
on  the  subjects  in  which  tiie  nations  of  America 
bsre  s  commoQ  interest" 

This  is  a  letter  pnrpcn'ting  to  hare  been 
written  by  direction  of^  and  under  the  inspec- 
tion of^  the  President  himself;  whether  it  was 
•0, 1  know  not;  but  it  is  a  formal  declaration 
of  the  portion  our  Ministers  are  to  assume  at 
the  Oongresa,  and  a  copy  of  it  is,  before  this 
time,  with  the  (Sovemments  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, and  Guatemala.  It  oontaios  no  reservation 
as  to  oldeots  afibcting  our  fiiture  nen^it^ ; 
and  I  tuce  it  for  gnoted,  from  tlus  material 
flwt^  and  from  every  thing  on  that  subject, 
throoghoat  the  whole  doouments,  that  it  is 
fntended  to  adopt  measures  which  may,  and 
probably  win,  a^t  the  fbture  neutral  r^wons 
cf  tUs  oonnfe^.  Now,  if  the  case  was  print- 
ed for  my  solemn  determination  at  this  moment, 
I  would  rather  commit  the  present  neutrality 
itf  tius  nation,  by  immediately  embarking  in 
the  war  between  Spain  and  South  America, 
thsn  to  form  any  entangling  alliance,  or  stipola- 
tion,  which  would  oblige  as  to  embark  in  war 
liereafter,  the  merits  of  which  I  ooold  not 
WW  determine  on.   Before  I  would  consent  to 
^edge  this  country  in  any  war,  even  of  our 
own,  I  woald  be  sure  that  we  had  Jtistioe  tm 
our  nde ;  and  bow  mneh  less  wiUing  ^oidd  we 
be  to  commit  ourselves  in  a  fntnre  mr,  in 
defence  of  a  foreign  oountrj,  withoat  the  possi- 
Uli^  of  such  an  assurance ! 

lb.  Chairman,  slthongh  this  qnestion  seems 
to  rem^  unsettled  between  the  Freudent  and 
Ins  Secretary,  my  belief  is,  that  the  President 
diflindines  to  commit  tbe  present  or  future  neu- 
trality of  tbe  country.  But  not  so  with  tbe  Secre- 
tary :  he,  in  perfect  consistency  with  Ids  whole 
poucy,  would  hazard  both,  if  it  would  ud  him  in^ 
'  aooompUshing  his  grand  scuieme  of  oonfederating 
tbe  two  AmwiftiM,  by  which  aa  hia  JfuUik  says, 
"we  ahootd  acquire  so  mnon  "power  abroad." 
fir,  we  do  not  want  any  power  abroad,  except 
that  nxwal  jpower  which  Jostice  and  neutral 
poBoy,  aDdauithfdl  attention  to  our  concerns  at 
Mme^  will  give  us.  I,  therefore,  will  not  vote 
tar  an  unqualified  approbation  of  this  mission. 
I  have  no  difficulty  acwnt  the  qaestion  of  appro- 
priation. I  will  not,  so  far  as  my  vote  will 
prevent  it,  surrender  the  powers  vested  in  this 
House  by  the  constitution.  If  I  did^  I  should 
betray  the  interests  of  the  people  who  sent  me 
here,  whose  approbation,  connected  with  a 
aimiauutem  of  hsiliig  laithfiillf  performed 
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my  duty  to  them,  is  the  highest  reward  I  can 
desire. 

In  my  judgment,  the  material  question  to  be 
decided  ul  whether  we  will  approve  of  the 

fmposes  avowedly  intended  to  be  eflfeoted  at 
'anama,  as  appears  by  the  doooments,  at  the 
hazard  of  an  entanglement,  which  no  one  can 
see  the  end  of  ?  I  have  shown,  I  tliink,  to  the 
satisfBotioa  of  every  one  who  hears  me,  that 
the  Presidmt  and  Secretary  of  State  have  been 
at  Tarianoe  themselves  on  the  subject^  and  that 
th^r  own  deliberate  views  were  so  oppcdte,  as 
to  be  utterly  irreoondlable,  upon  any  role  or 
princi[de  of  action:  and  benoe  it  ia  we  find, 
throughout  the  whole  of  these  documents,  pur- 
poses  and  doctrines  so  incoherent,  inooDgruous, 
ambiguous,  and  incomprehensible.  I  venture 
to  say,  and  will  appeal  for  the  truth  to  any 
con^d,  dispasuonate  man  in  this  Hoose,  or  out 
of  it,  to  say  whether  he  believes  such  another 
medley  was  ever  presented  to  any  deliberative 
,  body,  in  an  enlightened  age.  Well  may  gentie* 
men  try  to  sneer  at  us.  or  in  any  other  way  pat 
as  oat  of  the  notion  of  looking  into  these  doou- 
ments. One  thing  only  is  certain  in  them: 
that  is,  the  evidence  ui  a  deliberate  purpose  to 
adopt  a  new  policy  for  this  country,  by  forming 
a  political  ooDnectlon  with  tiie  South  Amoioan 
nations.  To  this  purpose,  in  whatever  shape  it 
may  be  presented,  I  never  oaa  give  my  consent 
— and  I  object  to  it,  not  much  more  on  aoooont 
of  its  changing  our  old  and  aettied  policy,  than 
on  account  of  the  doctrines  which  have  bew 
advanced  to  sostun  it,  and  without  which 
doctrines  it  oould  not  receive  fifty  votes  in  Uiis 
House. 

The  doctrines  asserted  to  defeat  this  amend- 
ment, are  the  same  identkal  dootvinea  which 
prevailed  in,  and  were  the  erase  o^  "the  TtSffi 
of  terror.**  They  are  based  upon  the  idea  oi 
Executive  in&lllbility,  and  that  of  the  duty  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  support,  by 
approval  when  that  might  be  necesssry,  every 
act  incidentally  involved  in  the  Executive 
dnties.  We  are  told,  in  this  repoblioan  age, 
Uiat  this  Hoose  must  not  speak  about  our 
foreign  policy — ^because  it  belongs  to  tbe  Execu- 
tive; and  that,  when  he  speaks,  we  must  obey. 
Sir,  these  u^-doArines  suited  better  tor  tyrants 
sna-  slavdET  than  freemen.  Let  them  once  be 
'sanctifiqed,  and  a  single  step  farther  will  make 
mftikih  sedition  law :  for,  if  we  have  no  right 
to  speak  on  pabllo  measures,  it  is  but  another 
step  to  say  the  people  have  no  right  to  speak, 
and  if  they  have  no  right  to  speak,  yon  have  a 
right  to  stop  them  from  speaking.  Such  ia  the 
course  of  reasoning  which  led  to  tiie  encroach- 
ment on  liberty  in  tbe  day  of  that  famous  law. 
I  refer  not  to  the  reign  of  the  first  Adams,  that 
dark  period  of  our  history,  with  any  pleasure: 
far  from  it;  but  to  look  for  beacons  to  warn  us 
of  the  dsDgers  which  surround  us. 

Is  it  not  true  that  some  gentiemen  are  looking 
for  a  revival  of  the  principles  which  predomi- 
nated in  that  d^t  What  did  the  gentleman 
from  Ibanolumtti  Qii.  Wnnn)  mean,  whe* 
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he,  in  a  tone     i^ifleaiit  complaint,  said,  the 

Sntleman  from  Delaware  was  the  last  man  in 
e  Hoose  ftom  whom  be  woald  have  expect 
the  ftvowal  of  the  opinions  nrged  in  Boppiort  of 
this  amendment !  Hr.  Obairman,  is  it  oome  to 
this,  in  the  first  jear  of  this  new  era,  that  we 
shall  hear  the  old  repudiated  doctrines  of  '08, 
whioh  have  been  boned  for  a  quarter  of  a 
centary,  boldly  revived  and  reasserted]  I 
wonld  be  ^bA  to  know  what  the  gentieman 
from  Maflsachnsetts  meant  bj  the  rebuke, 
unless  he  thongbt  he  had  some  daims  on  the 
gentieman  from  Delaware,  as  a  disoiple  of  those 
repudiated  doctrines.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
geotleinan  from  OeUnrare  ever  avowed  such 
<qpinions ;  but  I  do  know,  tiiere  was  a  time 
when  these  gentlemen  pursued  differmt  roads, 
ud  whicA^  in  my  Judgment,  iuToWed  an 
unerring  test  of  pnme  virtue;  and  beyond 
that  period,  I  do  not  wish  to  go  to  find  party 
distinctions.  I  can  find  a  suffioient  test  uiere, 
for  my  political  friendstiins.  In  the  late  war — 
the  second  war  of  Inoependenoe — when  we 
were  contending  with  the  most  powerftal  uataon 
of  the  earth;  the  enemy  laying  waste  every 
Tillage,  and  even  cottage,  within  tlie  reach  of 
his  power;  when  fiscal  embarraasments  pressed 
heavy  upon  us ;  when,  in  fact,  the  country  was 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  had  shouldered  bis  musket,  and  maroh- 
•d  to  meet  and  fight  the  «iemiea  of  his  country, 
as  did  my  honorable  ocdleague,  (Mr.  Buoh- 
avanO  and  many  others  of  the  same  pdMoal 
&ith. 

But,  Kr.  Ob^rman,  I  ask,  where  than  was 
the  gentleman  from  Hassachusettsl  I  can  tell 
you,  sir.  I  was  a  member  of  the  same  Oon- 
greas  with  him.  Many  oi  my  oonstitnents,  and 
those  of  my  colleagues,  were  suffering  every 
thing  which  the  human  oonstttntion  could 
endure,  braving  the  enemy  on  the  northern 
frontier,  or  blanohing  in  omd  and  comfortless 
tents  on  the  shores.  Their  sufferings  were 
i^Sgravated  by  the  want  of  the  conmuHi  neoes- 
aaries  of  life.  I  speak  ftom  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  not  at  random^  when  I  h^, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Uassachnsetts  was 
tiien  engaged,  not  only  in  withholding  the 
supplies,  bat  literally  lashii^  with  pinions  the 
arms  of  the  braTe  defenders  a!  his  country, 
and  in  devising  every  means  whioh  his  oapa- 
dous  mind  could  conceive  to  resist  a  vigorous 
proseeutiott  of  the  war;  identified  with  every 
combination  aod  fiiotion,  Hartford  Convention 
aod  all,  to  unnerve  the  arm  and  weaken  the 
power  of  the  Government,  when  the  enemy 
was  at  onr  doors,  and  his  bayonet  at  our  breast. 
Bit,  the  gentleman  stood  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  domestio  enemies  of  his  country  then, 
that  he  now  does  to  most  of  the'  opponents  of 
amendment.  He  was  their  If  agnus  Apollo  I 
To  him  they  looked  for  guidance  in  every 
moTemoit;  he  had  only  to  wave  his  band,  and 
&ey  obeyed  the  s%aaL  But  the  country  tri- 
umphed without  his  aid ;  the  war  terminated 
faaUawofglecy.  Thenatkmitilllbdi^and,! 


trust,  wiU  never  cease  to  feel,  the  beneflrfal  oon- 
sequenoes  of  the  heroism  displayed  in  that  war. 
But  none  of  these  fe^ngs  foond  a  place  in  the 
breast  of  the  orator  at  the  laying  of  liie  founda- 
ti<Hi  stone  of  the  Monument  of  Banker's  Hilll 
Ill-&ted  Bnnker  Hill  I  Hlustrions  mound!  eonse- 
crated  to  virtue,  liberty,  and  love  of  oonntryl 
Thy  glory  was  perfected  I   Alas  I  that  it  should 
have  been  stained  bv  an  oration  on  thy  snmnat, 
in  whioh  all  the  ^orious  acbierements  of  the 
second  war  of  Independence  were  carefully  re- 
membered to  be  forgottuil   Can  I,  "while  I  fed 
the  respoDsiUlity  oS  my  station ;  can  I,  knowbu 
these  things, be  npeoted  to  aotupon  ftith  wi& 
the  gentleman  ?  So.  sfarl  I  cannot  be  led  uwtj 
by  the  sympathies  of  any  man  for  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  had  so  little  for  bis  own  in  the  hour 
(tf  her  greatest  perils.  Sir,  we  have  beard  mudi 
about  &ction ;  not,  indeed,  within  these  walfa^ 
except  in  the  form  of  echo.    According  to  my 
understandiug  of  the  word,  there  la  no  siii 
tolerated  by  human  laws  which  I  do  so  much 
abhor  and  abominate.   Kr.  Ohauman,  a  whh>- 
per-in,  whose  father  and  brother  bare  lateay 
reoelved  distin^ished  appointments  from  the 
present  Admimstrstinn,  has  sought,  with  what 
success  I  know  not,  to  pay  the&mily  debt,  by  de- 
nouncing as  a  ihctionist  every  member  in  either 
Bouse  who  is  dl^MMsd.  in  time  of  profouad 
peace,  to  "  deHberato,"  wboi  the  Executive  calls 
upon  him  to  "act**  Hr.  Chairman,  tiie  eharge 
of  "faction,  unprincipled  Action,"  cornea  wim 
an  111  grace  from  such  a  family.   The  fotixr 
was  one  of  the  fathers  of  a  ftotlous  combina- 
tion, during  the  late  war,  not  less  wicked  in  fti 
motives  than  the  Hartford  Convention  itself  in 
its  worst  aspect.   He  opposed,  in  the  other 
branch,  with  all  his  power,  and  most  insidiously 
too,  every  measure  intended  to  give  vigor  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.   Another  member 
of  the  family,  a  brother,  was  a  member  of  this 
Bouse  at  that  time,  and  be  declared  upon  this 
floor  that  the  then  Freddent  of  the  United  States 
(one  among  the  most  virtuous  and  intelUgent 
men  of  tma  or  any  othor  age)  **de6erTed  a 
halterr 

I  r^p*et,  In  the  course  of  my  public  duties,  to 
be  undra  the  neoesrity  of  thus  referring  to  tin 
conduct  of  a  man,  venerable  by  age,  and  highly 
respectable  fbr  his  early  servioes;  nut  the  ooo- 
duot  of  public  men  is  always  a  proper  subject 
for  animadversion,  and  I  act  on  the  defensive. 
Are  we  to  sit  in  silence,  when  asstiled  from 
such  a  quarter  as  a  fiwtion,  **an  onprincipldd 
faction,"  becuise,  when  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  are  under  our  consideration,  we 
choose  to  examine  them  for  ourselves,  as  it  i> 
our  perfect  right  and  solemu  duty  to  do!  I 
may  be  excused,  I  hope,  for  indulging  some 
sennbUity  under  such  a  charge.  I  have  seeoi 
and  tber^nre  know,  something  about  foctioa, 
I  do  not  recur  to  these  reoollectious  throt^ 
any  feding  of  malevolence,  but  to  point  where 
the  beacons  are  that  will  guard  us  from  some 
dan^rons  rocks  and  shoa^  in  the  way  onr 
rajagd  of  life.  I  well  lanwnbw  when  Ihotli* 
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nmd  bar  htgnrd  miai  iri^n  ibia  Boon, 
Tfn4  ^rtermuied  thftt  notUng  should  sititQr 
her  lindiotiTO  rRge  but  tbe  ezpolnon,  per  /a* 
Ml  A^/ac,  (rf  every  publio  fbnotionary  ^om  the 
Dtptitmeots  of  the  Gorernment,  or  that  they 
duwld  stipulate  to  take  into  the  Osbmet'  a  ma- 
mity  <f(  the  wOTthy  fiuititHiiBtfl  themselTes. 
That  wae  fbotioo  f  It  was  in  the  most  ^oomy 
period  of  the  war.  Every  heart  which  had  a 
tpaA  at  patriotiMn  was  aaxions  for  the  oaose 
cf  Am  naiioii.  Many,  who  had  been  opposed 
to  the  dedaratlon  of  the  war,  had  then  deter- 
ariaed  to  dofend  the  oonntry.  Booh  was  the 
Aporitton  of  a  gnat  nnmber  of  the  Oppoel- 
lion,  especially  hi  the  Middle  and  Bot^hem 
fmes:  oat,  as  the  doiids  of  adTerahy  lowored 
OB  m,  action  reared  her  orest  still  hij^.  The 
mater  the  difflonlties  and  dangers,  the  more 
md  and  arrogant  was  she. 

I  aaanot  dioniss  this  sabjeot  without  advert- 
ing to  an  inoident  in  that  period  of  oar  history 
aenr  to  be  forgotten.    !New  Orleans,  the  Key 
of  oar  Western  Krapir^  was  invested  by  the 
most  feamidabie  anny  that  had  ever  placed  a 
bofltile  foot  on  oar  uiores.   The  only  defence 
vat  a  mere  handfol  of  raw  militia,  led  on 
ladaed  by  on*  of  iha  most  gallant  mm  that 
aver  liTod!  yet  provided  wwt  nothing  for  a 
TinnHis  defmoe^  oat  tiie  lt»oe  of  his  geidos, 
ana  th^  own  stKaig  arms  and  patriotto  hearts. 
Congress  was  in  session;  we  were  waiting  in 
the  nust  anzions  saspense,  apprehending  a  most 
ftarftil  oatastrophe.   Two  weeks  passed  away 
vitbtrat  a  maiL  The  footiooists  bad  predicted 
vbat  they  wished  to  be  troe,  that  Jacluon  was 
ddfeatedj  and  New  Orleans  sacked.   At  length 
Ibe  glonoofl  news  arrived ;  the  letters  to  the 
"War  Department  were  sent  to  the  chamber 
of  the  noase  of  fiejHresentatives  early  in  the 
laormog,  and  read  in  one  of  the  OMomittee 
nom^  over  and  over  aoA  over  agmn,  to  the 
■uoesBTB  throngs  AtA  orowded  in  to  hear  the 
Ji^OQS  news,   wheii  this  aoene  was  over,  the 
members  retnmed  to  the  hall:   the  dtfifweot 
puttee  th«i  ooeapied  diffiarent  rides  of-  the 
Hooee.    On  the  one  side  was  a  scene  of  ioces- 
■atgiieMings,  salatations,  and  oongratolatioas, 
approBohinff  to  ecctasy.    On  the  other— sat 
Mtioal   Yea,  ^oomy  &otionI  with  dark  and 
lowering  brow,  pondering  in  snllea  silence  upon 
the  oansea  and  oooseqaenoes  of  this  death-blow 
to  lier  last  ht^ie.    eirj  no  human  tonsiae  can 
deeoribe  that  scene,  as  it  now  presents  itself  to 
ay  memory.   If  I  oonld,  I  wonld  gladly  foi^t 
tnn  thing  on  one  ride  of  the  piotore,  while  I 
voud  ohensh,  to  my  l^e^  breMh,  every  thing 
«B  the  other.  Bat,  air.  while  these  raoolleotioms 
Mttria,  ft  is  impoeritde  that  I  oan  oonaoit  to 
■Hrifioe  any  interest  of  my  oonntry,  beoaose  I 
■Sf  dislike  the  men  who  may  happen  to  be  in 
power.  Krither  can  I  pat  myself  in  the  wiAe  of 
BUD,  associated  with  the  most  wicked 
netioniats  of  that  day,  and  seeking  to  entan- 
9*  onr  country  in  a  fore^  ailianoe,  by 
«9  of  a  "^enlative  experiment"  to  divert 
attention  fitun  their  own  pohtioai  ams. 


[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  AnoHBa.— The  Fftndent  had  said  that 
ol^eots  of  the  highest  importance^  in  refiwwioe 
to  the  general  wel&re  of  the  hnman  race,  and 
bearing  on  oar  own  specially,  wonld  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Oongress  at  Panama ;  that  the 
lapse  of  many  centories  might  probably  fail  to 
present  an  occasion  so  fovorable  for  the  ad- 
vanoemwt  of  some  of  the  most  essential  of  those 
obijeets ;  that' "  among  the  topics  to  )»  present- 
ed for  discnssioo,  there  was  soaroely  one  in 
which  tlie  resnhs  of  the  meeting  will  not  deeply 
affect  the  interests  of  the  United  Staten"  And 
yet,  what  does  he  allege  as  the  primary  indnoe- 
mrattotbedaputatimof ttiemuriflnf  Aooro- 
pliment— a  numiftetatiem  of  eoarte^  to  liie  new 
States  of  SoQth  Amerioa.  TioB  wonld  be  wiA 
him  a  snfficient  reason  for  tiie  r^eotion  <rf  the 
mwsnre.  He  coold  not  oorasent  to  institttte  a 
misriou  of  this  delieaoy,  to  be  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  an  offloer  who  held  langoage  of 
this  sort.  The  manifestation  <^  oonrtesy  to  the 
new  States  of  South  America  t  And  where  was 
Uiis  mani(Sastat»>n  of  conrtesy  to  end  t  Had  we 
not  been  the  first  to  recognise  these  Statee— 
sent  Ministers  before  they  were  reorived — ne- 
gotiated with  Sp^iL  with  all  the  great  Ear(^>eaa 
powwa,  to  obt^  toe  reoonitiMt  of  thrir  inde- 
pendeooe  ?  Is  fturfiber  evidenoe  reqnbed  t  He 
was  afraid,  that  hy  malt^ying  eadorsemoits  on 
onr  Ull,  we  riioald  bring  oar  credit  into  haard. 
He  wonld  admit  that  oMeots  of  importance  were 
connected  with  the  misrion,  and  there  was  a 
runark  of  general  ^tplioation  to  them.  Why 
not  pnrsoe  tiie  nsnal  obvious  mode  of  separate 
negotiation  with  the  several  States,  instead  of  • 
negotiation  in  Oongress  f  This  last  mode  had 
nndonbtedly  a  lees  degree  oi  facility  to  recom- 
mend it  With  three  of  the  most  oooriderable 
of  the  new  powers,  we  have  effected  treaties  by 
the  former  mode^mbrariog  all  the  objects  we 
had  proposed.  Why  deviate  from  a  method 
whidi  had  bean  thus  saooessfoL  or  distrust  its 
resolts,  in  relation  to  the  remaining  States  ?  The 
Prerident  had  infiumed  ns  of  the  anspidons  re* 
salts  and  promise  of  the  modettf  negotiation  we 
had  been  parsaing.  yet,  in  the  same  breath,  re- 
commends tins  morion.  What  reasoning  was 
there  in  thisf  Oonridor  the  several  objects  sn^ 
gested.  To  obtain  regular  information  of  the 
prooeediogs  o(  tite  Oongress.  To  supply  a  defl> 
nite  ezplwation  of  our  viewa  and  policy.  These 
were  proper  objects.  IMd  they  require  our  par- 
ticipation in  the  proceedings  of  the  Oongress. 
and  engagements  in  the  questionable  coarse  of 
its  policy  t  oommercial  arrangements,  and  the 
aiQastmeot  of  the  doctrine  of  blockade}  The 
former,  as  far  as  we  had  proposed,  had  already 
been  attained,  or  were  in  a  certain  course  of  rt- 
tainraenlL  by  ordinary  negotiation ;  and  on  the 
snb^ect  of  blockade  no  acgnstmoit  was  required.  , 
There  bad  been  no  contest  on  the  principle, 
amid  all  the  contention  which  the  application 
had  occasicmed.  The  controversy  related  to  the 
application  only.  The  just  doctrine  was  p«^ 
feotly  nndecstood— threatened  with  no  distnrb- 
anoes,  and  had  been  raoogniaad  withovt  htA 
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tatioQ  by  the  only  one  of  tJie  new  Statea  with 
which  a  question  had  arisen  on  the  satyect 
Then  no  Congress  was  wanted  to  settle  this 
matter. 

Bat  there  are  reserres.  The^ve  IVadeand 
fhe  island  of  Hayti.  There  is  no  gentleman  on 
this  fioor  who  does  not  beliere  (he  policy  of 
this  country  on  these  points  should  be  inezo- 
rably  fixed,  without  reference  to '  other  objects 
or  other  nations.  By  relaiiug  our  policy  on 
these  solgeots,  we  shaU  bring  a  moral  and  polit- 
ical oonUg^on  into  our  oountry.  We  can  only 
act  with  an  ezolnsire  reference  to  our  own  pe- 
culiar views.  Why  should  not  the  South  Ameri- 
can nations  admit  Eaytien  vessels  and  black 
Hioisters!  They  have  or  may  recognize  the 
independeuce  of  that  island,  and  are  influenced 
by  none  of  those  ot(jeotioDs  which  have  weight 
vith  OS.  What  groand  of  ol^eotira  ou  ve 
baref  Hbv  can  we  then,  litnatedr-leittered 
aa  we  are,  ask  th«u  to  go  into  negotisUoDs  on 
these  points?  We  cannot  change  oar  policy  : 
where  then  is  the  advantage  of  negotiation, 
where  the  fairness?  Shall  we  ask  tliem  to 
change  their  policy?  Gan  any  fair  and  reason- 
able man  consent  to  go  into  the  Oongress  of 
Faoama  to  deliberate  on  this  subject? 

Again:  as  to  Caba  and  Porto  Bico.  Some 
genuemen,  who  are  said  to  be  in  opposition  to 
wis  mission,  say,  we  ought  not  to  go  into  dis- 
CQS^n  on  these  points,  because  our  Oovern- 
meoit  stands  committed.  Ur.  Clay  has  stated, 
in(^<ual  cummuuioationa,  that,  whilst  we  coold 
not  see  with  indifference  the  transfer  of  these 
idanda  to  any  European  power,  neither  oonld 
we  he  justified  in  opposing  their  acqnisition  by 
one  of  the  South  American  States  by  a  lawful 
operation  of  war.  It  was  affirmed,  on  the  other 
band,  that  these  pledges  were  of  no  force ;  that  in 
reference  to  obvious  and  high  considerations  of 
interest,  we  shoold  do  wrong  tosuifer  the  Sonth 
American  Governments  to  seiEe  these  islands. 
Both  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  measare, 
and  those  who  defend  it,  we  are  shown  to  be 
in  a  siiaation  in  which  we  cannot  act  in  relation 
to  those  islaDds.  It  would  be  an  insult  to  send 
Itinistos  nnder  these  circumstances.  He  did 
not  MOj  however,  that  we  are  committed  on 
this  snlgect  ^ther  to  one  coarse  or  anotlier.  He 
denied  that  t^ere  is  any  settled  principle  which 
is  referable  to  this  subject.  Our  policy  ^oold 
vary  according  to  oircomstanoea.  Ou^t  we  to 
allow  a  transfer  of  Qieae  islands  to  any  Eoropean 
power?  If  the  power  to  which  they  are  trans- 
ferred be  a  weak  power,  we  could  have  no  ob- 
JectioQ.  Agaia:  as  to  the  mode  of  transfer.  If 
the  transfer  be  made  by  a  lawful  mode,  who 
would  say  we  ought  to  interfere  to  prevent  the 
cession  of  these  islands?  How  could  doctrine 
of  thii}  character  be  maintained  ?  Let  a  case  be 
stated  to  exemplify  it :  Suppose  that  Spain 
shuold  enter  into  a  treaty  with  France,  by  which 
France  shoold  say  to  her,  you  shall  g^ve  up  those 
ielanda,  and  we  will  then  withdraw  onr  troops 
from  yonr  territory,  and  permit  yon  to  remodel 
7onr  pcditical  oonaiitntion  on  a  ba^  of  free- 


dom."  Who  would  oousent  to  condemn  Spain 
to  such  slavish  sabservienoe  as  to  compel  hor 
to  refuse  such  an  ofibr?  Who  would  cooseot 
to  tdl  her  she  is  not  at  liberty  to  make  boA 
terms?  He  knew,  nor  could  oonoetre  ot  way 
authority  wUdi  ocnld  be  shown  tat  mob  an 
fiingement  of  the  rigfat  to  transfer  territui7  m 
the  part  of  the  lawfbl  possessor.  If  Spain 
transfer  these  Islands,  shiul  we  adopt  a  coarse 
which  is  in  opposition  to  the  principles  and 
practice  of  pubuc  law  and  jostioe?  Can  we 
remodel  the  laws  of  nations  so  as  to  make  them 
conform  exclumvely  to  oar  views  and  intereeta? 
We  ought  nut  to  do  so  if  we  oould.  Wildi  bis 
consent  we  would  not  attempt  to  do  so.  There 
is  no  danger  so  great,  so  much  to  be  dreaded, 
as  tfae  perpetration  of  intustice  to  a  power 
weaker  than  ourselves.  If  there  was  any  man 
who  could  bold  the  opinion  that  tbia  coarse  is  to 
be  defended,  be  woiud  not  bold  this  ofAxdaa, 
Bach  was  not  the  opinion  which  oonld  m  n- 
com^ed  with  interest  any  more  than  joitiee  or 
generodty.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  not  see 
how  we  could  i»-event  this  transfer  to  the  Sooth 
American  States,  if  mode  by  lawful  operation 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  there  were  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  who  had  spoken  of  resistanoe 
in  this  event — who  had  said  we  onght  to  re- 
ust  any  attempt  to  take  possession  of  theaa 
islands  by  the  Sooth  American  Covemmenta. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say,  when  these  Govern- 
ments had  but  one  way  of  wounding  their  ad- 
versaries, and  that  was  by  taking  poesesnon  of 
these  talaods,  that  we  ought  to  interfere  to  pn- 
vent  it>  acoOTding  to  their  own  view  of 
th^  own  policy  and  their  own  interests ;  i( 
with  a  view  to  fitcilitate  their  ulthnate  triumph, 
and  the  recognition  of  th^  independence,  they 
shoold  think  fit  to  proceed  in  this  way,  it  woum 
be  the  mere  violence  of  power  for  as  to  say  to 
them  that  they  should  not  so  proceed.  He  could 
not  see  how  saoh  a  proceeding  would  interfere 
fatally  with  our  interests ;  he  did  not  see  how 
it  came  in  such  perilous  conflict  with  our  policy. 
If^  however,  it  does ;  if  its  tendency  was  to 
set  up  a  formidable  power  within  a  leogoe  of 
our  own  sliores ;  if  it  would  set  up  on  our  im- 
mediate frontier  a  threatening,  powerfol,  and 
petrifyiiw  deqiotisia ;  ewi  onder  soeh  ag(p^ 
vated  omiamstaneea,  be  wonld  not  say  to  ft 
weaker  power,  "Beoaose  we  are  stnmg,  and 
yoo  are  weak,  I  will  check  your  lawful  oouraa, 
and  defeat  your  fair  purposea.'*  Ko.  Perish  the 
Southern  States — perish  rather  the  ooaotry  to 
which  he  belonged!  Perish  all  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  him  in  heart  and  hope,  before  he 
would  h<^d  language  so  selfish  and  unmanly — 
the  language  ^  such  a  cold  and  withering  tyr> 
anny. 

We  ought  not,  then,  to  go  to  Panama.  By  the 
one  pBTty  it  is  ai^ed  that  we  are  committed  on 
oue  ude,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  go ;  by  the 
other  party  it  is  contended  that  we  are  com- 
mitted on  the  other  ride,  and  tberefbre  oogfafc 
not  to  go.  He  was  of  a|dni«i  tfaat.we  stud 
nnownmitted  cm  all  rides,  and  therefim  t» 
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ao^t  not  to  go,  to  ommnit  onrselves.  Sap- 
poBS  that  Gre&t  Britain  shonld,  hj  niijast 
meADs,  obtain  poasesnon  of  these  ielands,  are 
ve  prepared,  even  in  this  event,  to  make  re- 
niUnoef    What  ia  the  tme  character  of  our 
pdioy  f    Snppoee  Spain  ^tild  cede  the  islands, 
to  Great  BritMn,  shul  we  sa^  to  her:  "  Yon  muBt 
not  nefgtiate  on  this  point?"    Suppose  that 
Great  Sritun  should  reftne  to  listen  to  anj 
soggestiona  or  remonBtrancea  of  oar8,and  should 
My  she  will  hold  these  islands:  what  can  we 
dot  Kiall  wegoto  war?  Bhonld  we  threaten 
-Hunoonoe  our  intention  to  go  to  war  in  that 
vraitt   A  threat  we  might  haTa  to  fblfil,  an 
fatention  we  mi^t  be  under  the  neoesst^  of 
xmoiinoing.    Are  onr  means,  our  resonroes 
nbfa  aa  wotdd  justify  us  in  rosbing  into  a  war 
on  SQoh  groonds?   When  we  go  to  war,  or 
when  we  assame  a  tone  of  war,  we  expect  to 
profit  bj  going  to  war.    By  going  to  war,  in 
this  case,  we  shonld  only  make  I»d  worse ;  be- 
euse  we  should  not  be  equal  to  Great  Britain. 
"We  are  <Mily  an  equal  competitor  to  Great  Bri< 
tidn  in  a  Jnst  war.    If  we  shonld  choose  to 
hold  a  language  or  conduct  of  dictation  to  this 
power,  DO  sagacity  was  required  to  predict  the 
renlw  We  ahonU  lose  Onha  and  Porto  Bioo 
—have  to  aostidn  the  Ibnnidable  unmues  of 
tin  omteat;  and,  added  to  these,  tae  ii^nry 
wfaieh  we  know,  from  recent  eTenta,  so  well 
how  to  appreciate,  reanlting  from  the  sacrifice 
•f  our  oommerce  and  industry,  and  the  agitation 
utd  rarage  of  our  coasts.   He  was  disposed  to 
act,  not  by  the  role  laid  down  by  the  Secretary 
ef  State,  in  his  oorrespondence,  bat  the  plain, 
common  sense  rule,  wnich  ought  in  all  events 
to  regulate  onr  course.   He  would  act,  and  be 
left  ^e  to  act,  aocordiog  to  circumstances,  and 
would  never  go  as  a  volunteer  into  a  war  from 
wUch  no  advantage  could  possibly  resolt  A 
wnatont  and  attentive  regard  should  undoubt- 
edly be  p^d  to  the  fbte  of  tbe  Spanish  islands. 
Segotiationa  shonld  be  kept  perpetnally  alert, 
to  prevent  a  disposal  of  tbem  which  might  be 
^i^t  to  threaten  our  intereet&   There  were 
possible  contingencies  in  which  a  resort  to  force, 
or  the  menace  of  force,  to  effect  the  object, 
mi^t  be  advisable  as  well  as  joet.   But  the  un- 
owtainty  of  tbe  ooonrrenoe,  as  well  as  composi- 
tioD  of  these  contingencies,  required  that  onr 
hinds  should  be  kept  nnbonud,  to  be  extended 
in  Ae  direction  which  onr  interests  might  de- 
iBsnd.   Aocesdon  to  the  joint  negotiation  pro- 
posed most  either  prove  entirely  ratile,  or  have 
the  e&ct  to  tie  than  up,  and  was  therefore  on 
•very  consideration  nnadvisable.  As  far  as  we 
Ittve  gone  alonft  then,  he  saw  no  anffident  oon- 
■UttMicMM  to  Jead  ns  to  become  parties  to  this 
Congress.    We  had  no  object  to  ask,  and 
thewforo  shotdd  abstain  from  it.   Our  objects 
hid  been  obt^ed,  or  were  in  a  course  oer- 
im  attainment;  or  our  pdHcy  va»  fixed,  not 
t^wii  to  n^otiation — or  they  were  no  ol^eots  to 
tu>  He  would  fbrbear  any  oritioal  review  of  all 
tte  ohieota  which  had  been  presented.  It  woidd 
Wdlffienhia  regard  to  Bome  of  them,  without 


a*  departure  from  deference  to  tbe  President. 
The  abolition  of  private  war  on  the  ocean,  and 
propagating  a  better  system  of  religious  faith 
in  South  America,  were  examples.  He  dassed 
these  objects  togetber,  as  belonging,  iu  bis  con- 
ception, to  a  common  character.  The  abolition 
of  private  war  on  the  ocean  t  The  affectation  of 
the  phrase  was  indication  enough  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  ol^ect.  Why  not  caB  it  by  its  known 
and  proper  name  of  privateeringt  And  why 
aboluh  this  form  of  its  operajjon,  if  war  were 
to  continnet  What  were  the  snperiw  reoom- 
mendati(ws  of  ita  optatioa  on  the  persons  of 
tbe  parties  to  it,  rMher  than  their  property  ? 
IHd  not  a  wholescane  humanity,  as  well  as  rea- 
son, demand  both  modes  of  operation,  as  multi- 
plying the  lacilitira  to  the  termination  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  motives  to  forbearing  from  itf  And 
if  war  were  to  prevail,  why  not,  in  reference  to 
a  principle  of  Justice  as  well  as  policjr,  permit 
the  participation  of  indivldaal  enterpnse  in  its 
inddentat  advantages? 

Mr.  Sawtkb,  rose  and  said  :  Menaa  came  and 
whispered  to  Pompey,  that  he  now  had  it  in  his 
power  to  become  master  of  the  world,  as  the 
two  soverdgns  were  on  board  bis  ship,  nearly 
onattended,  and  immened  in  wine :  and  if  he 
woidd  but  say  the  wwd,  he  woold  cast  nS,  put 
to  sea,  and  throw  them  overboard.  Pompey 
told  him  he  ought  to  have  done  it  without,  aa 
now  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  so  great  a  breach 
of  trust:  So,  if  the  President  had  secretly 
ordered  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, to  be  present  at  this  Oongress  of 
Panama,  as  an  agent,  I  would  have  disregarded 
it ;  but  now  I  canuot  sanction  a  formal  embassy 
of  two  Kinisters,  at  an  expense  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  proceed  there  openly,  in  face  of 
all  the  world,  professedly  to  do  nothing,  **or 
merely  to  set  forth  our  reasons  for  declining  any 
proposals  for  spe<nflc  measures."  It  must  attrart 
the  notice  of  foreign  powers;  it  will  ezoite 
their  jealousy ;  they  wul  believe  that  such  an 
impodng  mismon  is  intended  for  some  purpose 
and  that wehaveahandoned that nentnugroaud 
which  we  have  so  long  oooupied.  This  mission 
will  be  worse  than  useless.  It  is  not  a  place  to 
enter  into  oommeroiaPtreaties;  we  have  enough 
of  them  already  with  those  powers — and  what 
advice  can  we  now  offer  them  that  will  avail  f 
They  have  all  formed  their  constitutions ;  their 
Govemmente  are  in  the  full  tide  of  successful 
experiment ;  and  any  advice  that  we  might  now 
offer  them,  as  the  firuits  of  onr  experience^ 
wonld  be  too  late.  Tlils  Oongress  of  Panama 
is  intended  entirely  for  the  deliberation  of  tins 
great  ClonFederacy,  on  the  subject  of  their 
military  (merations,  contingentn,  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  their  foreign  and  domestic  relations^ 
which  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  themselves^ 
and  which  they  may  be  presumed  to  be  better 
acqnainted  with  than  we  are.  Now,  whatever 
may  be  resolved  on  that  may  have  a  bearing 
upon  any  foreign  or  neighboring  power,  we 
shidl  come  in  fbr  a  share  of  responsibility,  if  we 
have  Hinlrtere  there.  Ftt',  if  we  do  bnt  adviM^ 


MUtiom  to  Pamama. 


Digitized  by 


9M 


H.  or  R.] 

that  viU  b«  sufficient  to  implioate  tis  in  those 
transaotion8,and  jeopardize  oa  with  those  powers 
with  whom  we  maj  oome  in  collinon — ^with 
Spain,  firaEil,  France,  or  the  whole  together— 
wnioh  might  involve  n«an  war,  and  Qltimatel; 
plnnge  as  into  the  vortex  of  European  politics. 
The  acceptance  of  this  invitation  was  moat 
imadTiaea  and  hasty.  Oar  modem  Alexander 
has  jumped  over  tha  mUa,  among  the  enemj, 
without  his  army;  and  has  melved  some 
dangeroQS  wooow  to  his  politioal  life,  before 
Hiey  could  oome  up  to  his  rescue :  and  now  we 
are  called  on  to  interpose  onr  shidda,  to  risk 
onrsetves  to  extricate  him  frcon  his  dflngar,  to 
divide  it  with  him.  I,  for  <«ie,  have  not  stu- 
dent confidence  to  ventore. 

We  have  a  Oongrese  of  our  own :  let  ns 
attend  to  that,  and  we  shall  have  enouf^  to  do. 
We  were  no  party  to  those  wars  which  paved 
fhe  way  to  this  Oongresa,aDd  can  have  no  more 
right  to  a  voice  there  than  in  the  Tnrkish  Divim. 
And  shall  we  establish  a  political  lecture-room, 
or  ooUm^  alongidde  of  them?  Shall  we 
amme  ^  pro&Mcoi  <tf  teachers  f  If  we  do,  I 
hwe  tfa^  will  pay  na.  Bat  we  shonld  flrtt  be 
aaUsfied  that  we  are  entitled  to  this  nreforenoe 
in  the  soienoe  of  Government  and  tne  admin- 
istration of  politioal  afitira,  before  we  act  the 
universal  pedagt^e.  To  m  sore,  in  tiie  art  of 
President-making  we  stand  nnrivalledf  and  are 
Justly  entitled  to  a  patent  light,  provided  we 
can  find  any  nalucm  disposed  to  pnrchaw  a 
privilege.  For  I  am  sore  tliat  no  other  naUon 
would  have  found  out  tliat,  from  the  "three 
hif^est"  on  the  list,  was  meant  the  lowest. 

A  decent  exonse,  not  "a  oold  repulse," 
against  the  aooeptanoe  of  this  invitation,  would 
hava  sata^ed  those  powm  who  made  it.  I 
befieve  that  it  was  mmly  intoided  as  compli- 
raentory.  Fh»n  the  reli^ns  we  bore  to  those 
powers,  and  to  the  rest  of  tiie  world,  they 
oonld  not  have  supposed  that  we  would  have 
taken  part  in  it  in  good  earnest.  And  yet  it 
seems  that  our  Solomoos,  who  have  had  so 
much  experience  In  the  ways  cS  the  woiid,  and 
in  the  forma  and  ceremooies  of  Oonrts,  have 
taken  in  downright  serionsness  this  Joke,  or 
expreeaion  of  empty  pdKteness.  But,  even 
admitting  they  were  in  earnest,  yet  the  oorro- 
spondenoe  between  these  ^uistets  and  Mr. 
Clay  (which  I  will  not  detain  the  House  by 
reciting)  shows  that  they  would  not  have  been 
ofiiNided  had  we  deeUned  the  off^.  So  far 
from  it,  they  express  scnne  uneadness,  or  fear 
their  overtore  mi^t  give  ofifenoe  to  bb,  and 
require,  befinr^iand,  to  know  whether  snoh  an 
invitation  woold  be  acceptable.  If,  therefore, 
we  can  give  no  offence  by  r^iosing,  and  may 
^ve  it  by  acc^ting— 4f  we  can  render  those 
nations  no  service  by  onr  oouosela,  bat  may 
render  onrselves  much  disservice  by  offering 
them,  I  can  see  but  one  reason  why  we  should 
sanction  it,  and  that  motive  is,  to  minister  to 
Executive  patronage.  The  great  States  are 
to  be  conciliated :  for  yon  find  all  the  mpoint- 
ments  of  note  node  tnm  the  laiigest  otatM: 
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New  York,  the  first  IGnister  to  Europe:  Pesui- 
sylvania,  a  member  of  tiie  Gabinet,  uid  « 
llinister  to  Panama;  Ohio,  the  fourth  officer 
of  tiie  Govenmient,  and  a  mission  to  Fern; 
Vii^nia,  two  members  of  the  Calnnet.  Doee 
not  all  this  go  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
sedaoe  the  powerfol  States  from  their  intc^ri^  t 
Yes,  and  I  will  engage  they  see  it  themKlves^ 
and  are  prepared  to  treat  it  as  it  deenrao. 
Afttf  waiting  near  two  months  for  this  ia- 
finmation,  what  have  wet  A  oomroentary 
upon  the  Oailhagintan  and  Fmacaan  bvataea; 
the  lost  Ol  which  has  t>een  dwelt  on  with  filial 
portiolify  and  vanity,  and  which  has  been  at 
abcKit  as  ma<di  nse  as  the  first.  I  feel  cooh 
potent  to  dedde  for  myself;  and  can  truly  ao.^, 
there  is  nothing  proposed  to  be  gained  iL  thw 
Confess  of  Panama,  but  what  either  has  been, 
or  may  be  obtiuned,  in  the  ordinary  olumoeta 
of  negotiation ;  but  that  we  may  lose  by  it  onr 
peace,  our  respectability,  and  perhaps  onr  inde- 
pendence. We  already  have  Ministers  to  all 
those  powers;  and  I  am  sure  the  inatroctiaiia 
to  Mr.  Anderstm,  wfai<^  are  loarafted  into  thoao 
of  other  mnistera,  wwe  samdently  foil  to 
enable  him  to  enter  into  treaty  stipmatioas  <a 
all  the  poiata  proposed  to  be  disouseed  at  this 
Congress.  I  camkot  see,  therefore,  on  what 
acoonnt  these  lOnisters  are  to  be  chaiiged,  nnleos 
it  be  on  the  prindple  of  the  tailor,  who  charged 
for  a  suit  of  clothes,  then  for  a  ooat,  waistcoaL 
and  breeches.  In  a  similar  way,  it  is  attempted 
to  double  our  Executive  patrcraage  under  the 
diplomatic  head,  which  is  about  as  Mr,  in  » 
moral  point  of  view,  as  it  is  wise  io  a  po- 
litical. 

It  is  not  my  pnrpose  at  this  time  to  make 
a  long  q>eeefa.  Th«re  is  a  ngnlaition  which 

S«vaus  in  l^e  estates  w  Pariioment  of 
anover,  which  I  would  reonnmend  for  oar 
adoption :  that  is,  when  a  membw  qipeats  to 
be  wearying  the  House  by  a  long  speech, 
the  Preeddent  diall  put  him  in  mind,  '*  dwiu  ar 
tioh  hurt  fam;^  that  brevity  is  the  sool  (tf 
wit  So,  the  least  s^d  on  this  ooeajnim,  the 
better,  and  the  least  said,  the  best. 

Mr.  WosraisQTON  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  committee  as  follows: 

Before  I  oon»der  the  immediate  objects  o£ 
the  mission,  I  shall  notice  some  objections 
which  present  themselves  at  tiie  threatudd  of 
the  inquiry.  Of  this  oharacter,  is  a  plwlgo 
allied  to  have  been  ^vw,  nptm  ootain  pmnti 
of  great  public  oonoem;  and  the  hoiord  to 
whidi  we  expose  our  nentraUfer  aendii^ 
IGnistOTS  to  the  Oongress  of  nouno.  Thb 
supposed  pledge  is  contained  In  a  declaratita 
of  President  Monroe,  in  his  message  to  Oongress 
in  1838,  and  in  the  instructions  to  our  resideDt 
Minister  in  Mexico,  and  in  conversations  b^ 
tween  that  Minister  and  the  fanctiouaries  c£ 
the  Government  near  which  he  resides.  The 
Message  of  Mr.  Monroe  was  oommnnicated  to 
Oongress  at  the  time  when  the  great  powers  of 
oontinental  Eorope  wwe  carrying  ii^  effect 
awaiocw  pnrioiiilr  ooooertad  to  prmnt  tb» 
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growth  and  extension  of  liberal  principles  in 
the  west  of  Earope.   It  was  serionsly  appre- 
beaded  by  many  in  this  bemispliere,  of  wHom 
Vt,  Uonroe  was  one,  that  the  same  powers 
wodd  fordbly  interfere  between  Spun  and  her 
former  oolonies,  and  if  they  sncoeeded  in  omsfa- 
ing  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  that  qoarter,  they 
Toold  next,  ia  tbe  plenitoda  of  tneir  power, 
ittempt  to  extend  tne  ^atem  of  le^tamaoy  to 
«a.  An  undertaking  or  this  kind  might  not 
hare  appeared  to  than,  as  some  tboagfat  so 
hazardous  and  difficolt  as  many  otdecta  they 
had  accomplished.   As  far  as  ttiey  had  aoted 
in  concert,  they  had  achieved  all  their  enter- 
prises.    They  had  wrested  the  soeptre  of 
Obariemagne  from  tbe  giant  ^rasp  of  Napolecm. 
They  had  exUnguished  the  rismg  mune  of  ubert7 
Id  Piedmont  and  Kaples,  and  placed  opon 
the  head  of  the  Aosaian  monarch  the  iron 
flrown  oi  Lombardy.  They  had  oonnderably 
enlarged  their  own  territory,  and  erected  new 
Uogooms  oat  <rt  Hia  fkflgments  of  piovinoee 
and  S>nner  repabUoB.  Toey  had  rertMed  all 
the  branches  of  the  boose  d  Bonrboo  to  tbe 
Uirones  of  tbdr  aooestors,  and  they  were 
anxious  to  reinstate  the  Spanish  branch  in  its 
ultra-marine  possesnons.   By  their  Joint  eflforta 
and  their  joint  counsels,  they  had  effected  won- 
den  in  Europe  in  support  of  what  they  termed 
k^timate  Governments,  and  they  vainly  thonght 
they  could  extend  their  principles  to  Uie  sonth- 
wn  part  of  this  continent.   They  were  opposed 
to  wtiat  they  called  anarchio  and  revolaUonary 
ffbetpleB,  eveiTwhere)  and  of  tUa  obaraoter 
tb^  ooDMTed  to  be  thoee  of  ttw  Spanish 
Amerioaa  States.    K  they  oould  hare  snc- 
eeeded,  in  the  Sooth,  in  putting  down  prinidplee 
cognate  with  oar  own,  it  was  strongly  appre- 
hended they  would  next  torn  their  arms  against 
u,  and  although  they  conid  not  sabdue  us,  they 
nught  give  ns  mnoh  trouble,  and  pnt  ns  to  great 
sxpense.  Nor  was  this  considered  a  vBxa  appi|^ 
hoidon  by  many  poUtioiaas  of  that  day.  jThe 
power  of  Napoleon  was  bo  firmly  established — 
France,  as  if  sown  with  the  dragon's  teeth,  and 
Keseotiug  the  aspect  of  an  intrenched  camp, 
n»  so  strongly  fortified,  as  to  Indaoe  tbe  belief 
that  DO  human  power  oonld  penetrate  her  fron- 
tier; yet,  notwithstanding  this  mUitary  arrur, 
notwithstanding  tbe  In^pid  oharaeter  of  the 
fnaeh  popola^on,  Dotwitnstanding  the  soper- 
himto  geatos  of  the  ohief  by  whom  they  were 
led  to  battle,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  this 
iroD  oolussus  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  France, 
whose  iufluenee  had  been  felt  from  the  Rhine 
to  Lake  Ladoga,  was  compelled  to  pass  onder 
the  yoke,  and  to  reoetve  the  same  person  as  her 
iiiuter,  whom,  twenty  years  before,  she  had 
•rioted  from  her  soil  as  unworthy  of  her 
ille^Bnce.    Having  performed  these  martial 
against  a  people  so  renowned,  they  were 
^  eaoQgh  to  imagine  they  oonld  compass  any 
^ing.  The  year  before  tbe  Message  of  Mr. 
wxtroe^  they  bad  been  fai  lUeiidly  and  «onfl- 
dntlal  wKindtatioa  at  Terona,  and  were  sna- 
ytfted  to  have  mitoed  WMmuM,  hatohed  in 
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secret  and  in  the  dark,  agfdust  the  liberty  and 
independenoe  of  the  Spanish  American  States; 
and  a  part  of  their  system  had  been  actually 
developed  by  the  invasion  of  Spain  nnder  the 
banner  of  IVance.  But,  in  conaeqoenoe  of  tho 
Message,  and  the  protest,  of  a  umitar  character, 
on  the  part  of  Endand,  it  la  tboogbt,  by  many, 
tbey  were  deterred  from  an  armed  interference 
in  uie  afiairs  of  Spanish  America. 

Mr.  Ohfurman,  the  ostensible  object  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  was,  to  mana^  the  concerns 
they  had  in  charge  in  conformity  to  the  Ohris- 
tian  religion.  But,  shortly  after  the  formation 
of  this  leagne,  symptoms  of  political  r^nera- 
tion  made  their  appearance,  and  assumed  an 
alarming  aspect  in  all  the  west  of  Dnrope;  and 
this  sacred  league,  professing  to  have  Ohristian' 
ity  for  its  buttress  and  its  guide,  was  suddenly 
diverted  from  its  ostenrible  purpose,  and  di- 
rected against  the  progress  of  liberal  prinoi- 
plee  ;  or,  as  they  tenned  than,  revolatton  and 
illegitimaoy.  At  Troppan  ana  Laybach,  they 
openly  avowed  their  determination  to  put 
down  revolution  wherever  it  should  appear- 
even  among  nations  of  acknowledged  inde- 
pendence. This  syi^em,  it  is  tme,  was  confined 
to  Europe,  but  it  was  not  known  how  soon  it 
might  be  extended  to  the  American  continent ; 
and  hence  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, that  we  oonld  not  view  with  indifference 
the  attempt,  by  any  European  power,  to  o^ 
press  our  sister  Bepublics,  or  interfere  in  their 
domestic  affairs.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  have  been  viewed  as  a  pledge.  It  is  wdl 
known  that  the  Prerident  has  no  aothorily  to 
pledge  this  nation  to  any  coarse  of  foreign  'pok- 
icy,  except  throngh  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  declaration,  wen,  however  it  mi^ht  have 
been  viewed  by  foreign  powers,  was,  m  refer- 
ence to  our  constitution  and  laws,  a  brutum 
futmsn^  and  of  no  more  binding  effect  upon  us, 
than  the  edicts  of  Fez  or  Oonstantinople.  In 
making  this  observation,  it  ia  not  my  intention 
to  censure  the  late  ^^dent  for  using  this  lan- 
guage, if  it  was  intended  by  him  that  Con- 
gress should  express  an  opinion  upon  the  snb- 
ject ;  or  that  foreign  nations  should  be  apprised 
of  his  individual  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
onj^t  to  pnrsne  in  the  oontingenoy  contem- 
plated. Bat  this  decburation  ofnis  sentiments 
created  no  obligation  on  this  nation.  Had  the 
contingency  occurred,  we  would  bare  been 
bound,  nether  in  morality  nor  honor,  to  carry 
the  declaration  into  effect,  or  to  redeem  any 
pledge,  had  he  made  one  not  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution.  If  any  President  were  to  make 
a  pledge  in  a  form  unknown  or  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution,  he  would  be  obnoxious  to  just 
censure  and  the  severest  reprobation.  Bu^  in 
the  present  instance,  Mr.  Onairman,  I  conceive 
no  pledge  to  have  been  given,  nnless  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Poinsett- vrill  Jostiiy  snob  an 
inference.  In  the  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
Sti^  of  the  86th  of  March,  1885,  reference  la 
made  to  the  Message  in  question,  and  that  Min- 
ister is  Instmotod  to  oaii  the  attention  of  the 
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Ifo^oAB  Gtoremment  to  ita  oonteDts.  The 
nuumer  <tf  vaing  the  Keaaage  is  left  to  Kr. 
Ft^naett  lUmse^  vho  waa  s  member  of  Con- 
greaa  when  it  was  communicated  to  that  body, 
and  who  waa  well  acquainted  with  the  oironm- 
atuioes  and  secret  springs  which  had  induced 
it,  Jii.  Poinsett  knew  the  President  oonld 
^ve  no  pled^  withoat  the  intervention  of  a 
treaty,  sanctioned  by  the  Senate;  and  be, 
therefore,  conld  not  have  viewed  the  declara- 
tion in  any  other  light  than  the  opinion  of  a 
distingnisbed  and  infinential  individa^  at  the 
head  of  onr  Government,  that  anch  on^^t  and 
woold  be  onr  pdioy,  should  the  contemplated 
contingency  ooour.  Whether  there  was  any 
Just  or  rational  aDprehenncHL  of  an  armed  in< 
terCn«ioe  d  tb»  Ho^r  Allianoe^  in  the  contest 
between  Spain  and  her  former  colonies;  or 
that  any  trans-Atlantio  naticm  meditated  the 
establishment  of  new  colonies  on  tiie  Ameri- 
can continent,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine. 
But  the  declwation  of  the  Prendent  proceeded 
vpon  tills  apprehension ;  althongh,  in  troth 
and  reality,  »  misht  have  been  groundless.  It 
certainly  wonld  nave  l>een  a  mad  project  to 
transport  forces  across  the  great  ocean  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  new  Sepublics,  when  it  was 
oertunly  known  that  England  woold  oppose 
the  enterprise,  with  all  her  naval,  fiscal,  and 
milttarr  means.  The  other  put  of  the  declara- 
tion, that  we  would  suffer  no  Eoropean  power 
to  colonize  any  part  of  Korth  and  South 
America — was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  rash  and 
inconsiderate,  and  utterly  incompatible  with 
tiie  pacific  and  nnambitions  spirit  of  our  Re- 
publican institutions.  There  was  no  necessity 
to  malce  it,  as  it  r^arded  onr  own  territory, 
and  I  cannot  perceive  the  policy  of  making 
war  in  defence  of  foreign  soil.  I  trust  this  na- 
tion will  never  wage  war  to  maintain  the  ter- 
ritorial integrity  other  nations,  unless  it 
^oold  be  absolutely  necessary  for  onr  own 
aafety.  We  can  never  hesitate  to  defend  our 
own  soil,  but  it  would  be  highly  impolitie  and 
ruinous  to  embark  our  means  and  onr  lives  in 
the  defence  of  other  nations. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  events  oon- 
tonplated  hy  the  iMe  Prendent— Enn^iean  in- 
terlerenoe  or  ctdonization— will  ever  occur  or 
not :  or  whether  the  present  Prerident  intend- 
ed, m  his  instructions  to  Hr.  Poinsett,  to  make 
a  pledge  or  not,  it  is  verpr  certain  the  Mex- 
ican Government  cannot  view  it  in  that  light, 
after  the  explanation  of  that  Minister  to  the 
Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  as  detailed  by  him, 
in  his  letter  of  the  Slst  August,  1626.  Accord- 
ing to  this  statement,  be  explictly  informed  the 
SMretary,  **  that  tiie  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  known  Moidly  disposition  of  the 
Govenunent  and  people  of  the  United  States 
towarda  the  new  RepubHos.  did  not  oonfer 
upon  them  the  privily  of  demanding  our  in- 
terference as  a  right."  Whatever  impressions 
may  have  been  entertained  by  the  Mexican 
Government  prior  to  this  explanation,  none 
oould  remain,  aa  to  tlie  eziatenoe  of  a  pledge, 
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after  it.  The  declaration,  thus  explained, 
amounted  to  this— that  the  Government  and 
people  ctf  this  oounbr  cherished  the  most  ami- 
cable foelinga  towards  tiie  new  States  of  tiba 
South,  and  that  tiiey  on^t  to  oonsidor  theae 
feelings  as  a  sure  guarantee  that  this  conntxy 
would  not  be  a  cora  and  inactive  speotatrix  of 
any  attempt  to  dismember  their  territory,  or 
to  reduce  tiiem  to  their  former  state  of  colonial 
vassalage.  To  any  alliance,  offensive  or  defea- 
sive,  or  any  pledge  involving  our  peace,  I  am 
decidedly  opposed.  If  any  European  nation 
should  attempt  to  put  down  the  new  Bepnb- 
lios,  it  will  be  time  enough,  then,  to  act  aa  oar 
interest  or  polity  may  dictate ;  bnt  let  as  not 
tie  onnelveB  down  by  any  stipulatioD,  bj- 
which  onr  peace  may  b©  in  the  power  of  any 
foreisn  nation.  The  Spanish  American  States 
maybe  involved  Id  ruinous  wars,  not  only  witii 
European  nationa,  but  with  one  another ;  and, 
if  we  once  become  entangled  in  their  political 
systems,  we  shall  find  ounelves  in  the  po^tkm 
of  Engluid  towards  the  continent  of  Emx^ 
during  the  last  and  present  oentariee — con- 
stantly wasting  onr  blood  and  treasure  in 
maintaining  the  balance  of  power  among  tfaeae 
States.  That  they  will  be  engaged  in  wars 
among  themselves,  there  is  no  doubt  One 
already  exista  between  Brazil  and  La  Plata; 
and  territorial  dispatea  have  already  arisen  b»> 
tween  Mexico  and  Guatemala. 

Mr.  Jahbs  Jobbbos  next  rose,  and  thua  ad- 
dressed the  committee: 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  treat  with  disreqwet 
the  opinion  of  any  of  the  members  of  thw 
House.  They  possess  tiie  right  to  eigoy  tboir 
opinions :  I  possess  the  same  right ;  and  -Um 
right  also  to  express  it^  as  I  trust  I  shill  ever 
do,  on  all  proper  occasions,  firmly  and  inde- 
pendentiy.  Since  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  a 
seat  here,  I  have  often  felt  pleasant  emoticoM. 
I  see  around  me  the  Bepresentatives  of  tiie 
great  American  fimiiW.  I  see  thoae  whom  the 
memben  of  that  fianuy  have  selected  for  their 
virtue  and  intelligence  to  deliberate  on  all  sob* 
jects  in  which  their  intereeta  are  involved.  I 
am  bound  to  believe  that  we  are  uming  at  the 
same  great  result,  the  honor  and  faappineea  of 
our  conntry,  although  we  widely  oifier  on 
many  sul^ecte  as  to  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
taining it.  Were  we  to  pursue  the  policy  re- 
commended and  advocatra  by  some  gentlemen, 
it  woold  end,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  prostration 
of  that  litwrt^  which  they  wish  to  preserve. 
Neither  will  I  indulge  any  feeling  of  disrespect 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation.  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  his  persoo,  for  the  high 
station  which  he  fills,  for  the  people,  fiw  my- 
self, to  indulge  in  any  thing  of  the  kind :  al- 
thongh he  was  not  my  choice,  yet,  sir,  he  is  the 
Pre^dent  of  this  people :  yes,  for  those  who 
voted  against  him,  as  well  as  those  who  voted 
for  him.  And  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I  wUl 
support  any  measure  which  he  recommends, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  comports  with  the  inter- 
ests of  this  natkoL  Yt^  I  will ;  and  were  it 
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t  JeflbnoD — who,  I  am  free  to  sokaowledge,  is 
my  greatest  poHUcal  favorite  amoog  all  men 
who  DOW  live  on  earth — were  he  to  propose  a 
neasore  which  would  have  an  opposite  effect, 
I  would  oppose  it.   Ueasnres,  not  men,  should 
pilot  this  enlightened  auemhly  to  proper  and 
aappy  oonolonooa.  The  Freadent  naa  lud  be- 
fore this  House  the  whide  anlijeot  of  flie  Pana^ 
■a  misrioo.   He  has  asked  our  i^inion.  I  am 
Mv  aboot  to  give  it  by  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment pcopoeed  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware. And  whether  he  had  asked  it  or  not,  I 
would  BtiU  give  it,  i^  in  my  opinion,  it  was 
BeoMsaiy.   Tet,  the  gentleman  from  vii^gioia 
nppoeea  we  have  no  n^t  to  give  onr  op&don 
-^hat,  in  bo  doing,  we  infringe  on  the  rights 
and  powers  of  tiie  Exeoative.    Yea,  he  goes 
ftarther— that  he  would  refiiae  to  give  any 
O|riiuoa  to  the  Executive,  even  thongh  he  were 
nqoested  so  to  do.  For  what  do  we  come  to 
tlus  plaoe?  To  nnite  with  each  branch  of  the 
GovenuDeoL  oonjointly,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
Hbaration ;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  oor  opin- 
ioDi,  and  hearing  others  give  their  opinions, 
and  arriving  at  a  result  which  will  promote 
tin  general  weal ;  to  mingle  sentiments  and 
opinions  with  each  other.   Bat  no,  says  the 
leotleman  from  Virnaia,  I  will  not  give  any 
opinion,  tboogh  s(uicited  by  a  co-ordinate 
mnch  of  this  Government :  and  although  the 
peace,  the  happincMs,  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
Government,  are  involved  in  the  question,  he 
would  be  silent — he  would  not  obey  this  rea- 
Boiuible  request   It  really  seems  to  me,  that, 
when  we  meet  at  the  seat  of  Oovemmen^  we 
are  taught  fh»ii  tlds  doctrine  that  the  differmt 
dqtartmentB  of  Government,  instead  of  form- 
ing one  great  whole,  a  nnit,  are  placed  upon 
the  footing  of  strangers,  of  foreign  nations,  and 
nnat  observe  all  the  forms  and  etiquette  which 
fcreign  courts  do  to  one  another.  A  oo-orA- 
ute  branch  of  this  Government  reqnests  the 
cpinion  of  another  on  a  great  political  ques- 
noo,  to  strengthen  his  h^ds.    No,  says  the 
MDtlenum,  I  would  refuse.  *'  United  we  stand, 
oinded  we  fall."   But  no:  let  the  Preddent 
let  single-handed,  and  the  Government  moves 
ea  with  more  power  than  to  act  with  the  co- 
<9*m^on  of*  this  House.   What  is  more  com- 
Bon  than  a  general  council  among  all  bodies  of 
people  t  And  thd  more  eritioal  and  ^oomy  the 
OMiBi<Hi,  the  greater  necessity  for  a  geno^ 
eonucil.  This  u  often  practised  by  the  Mst  of 
goienils  in  an  army.   It  was  faitended  to  be 
pfictised  by  this  Government  when  three  sep- 
■ntte  bodies  of  magistracy  were  established, 
la  the  multitude  of  council  there  is  rafety : 
J**)  safety — it  is  a  true  maxim.    It  may  do 
"wch  good :  it  cannot  do  harm,  when  there  is 
tgenera]  oonacU  with  the  co-ordinate  branches 
wthe  Government.    If  they  agree,  it  is  a 
■"^y  circumstance;  if  they  disagree,  each 
PjHy  is  left  where  It  was,  acting  in  the  sphere 
« its  own  orbit.    Each  being  responsible  to 
|w  angittt  tribunal  for  its  opinions  and  its  do- 
■ft-we  people — and  from  wluoh  respMidbil- 
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ity  this  House  ought  never  to  shrink.  From 
which  I  never  will  shrink  while  I  have  a  vote 
in  this  Hall. 

Hnoh  has  been  sfdd  in  relation  to  that  part 
of  Hr.  Monroe's  Message  of  1828,  which  stated 
that  this  Government  could  not  look  with  in- 
difference at  the  interference  of  any  other 
power  between  Spdn  and  her  South  American 
colonies.  Ifor  for  any  power,  except  Spun,  to 
occupy  Onba.  This  declaration  was  made,  at 
the  time,  to  meet  a  particular  crisis,  a  particu- 
lar occasion,  existing  at  the  time  it  was  made ; 
and  also  to  meet  all  other  occasions  of  a  mm!- 
lar  character,  which  may  ht^pen.  It  waa 
nnderstood,  when  made  by  this  House,  by  the 
Bepublice  of  the  South,  by  Europe,  by  the 
world.  There  was  some  hazard  in  umng  this 
language,  when  it  was  used.  There  was  a 
hazard  that  it  might  be  offendve  to  Europe ; 
that  it  might  cause  ns  some  difficulty;  tnat 
they  mif^t  view  it  as  a  menace  that  did  not 
comport  with  their  dignify  to  endure.  It  was. 
however,  just,  and  rweivod  the  sanetion  and 
^pfobanon  in  the  worid.  Heaven  seoned  to 
smile  ufKin  this  eventful  epoch.  This  nation 
took  a  high  and  elevated  stand.  It  was  aano- 
tioned  by  the  British  Government  in  a  most 
^tinguished  manner,  highly  honorable  to  this 
nati<»i,  and  magnanimous  in  that  in  doing  us 
justice,  and  which  has  been  portrayed  in  such 
glowing  terms  by  the  gentieman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts.  The  words  of  the  President  were 
correct  as  to  time — correct  as  to  form  and  sub- 
stance: they  were  sanctioned  by  this  natiM), 
they  were  predicated  upon  correct  principles. 
The  wwds  nave  Issued  from  this  nation,  they 
will  not  be  recalled.  No,  sir ;  I  will  not  agree 
to  recall  tiiem:  ndther  will  I  agree  to  gas- 
conade over  them ;  ndtiier  will  I  give  my  c<m- 
aent  for  any  of  our  Ministers  to  jrive  their  oon- 
abruotions  of  that  declaration.  They  speak  for 
themselves,  and  when  it  is  necessary  to  give 
them  their  effect,  it  must  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. They  are  made,  and  there  let  them 
rest  until  a  similar  occasion  occurs  to  those 
which  gave  rise  to  them,  and  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  let  the  subject  come  before  this  Gov- 
ermnent,  and  nowhere  else,  to  give  the  proper 
construction,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  it 
may  connder  just  and  right.  Sir  you  may  de- 
stroy any  thiiu  liy  nnrring  it.  There  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  fitnese  between  the  dedantion  of 
the  President  and  the  oocaaion  which  urged  it. 
It  was  an  elevated  stand  which  the  Govern- 
ment assumed.  But  to  remun  so,  we  ought  to 
have  the  modesty  not  annually  to  declum  and 
boast  on  the  subject.  It  is  easy  to  destroy  the 
constitution  of  the  finest  child  by  too  much 
nursing;  and  it  is  more  easy  to  destroy  the 
happy  effects  of  the  stand  tsken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1828,  by  recurring  often  to  it  un- 
necessarily. The  possession  of  Cuba  is  of  vital 
importance  to  this  nation.  It  is  the  key  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  It  lies  directly  in 
the  route,  from  the  mouth  of  that  river,  to  th« 
Atlantic  dties.  It  is,  however,  not  our  prop- 
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€xtj ;  it  belongs  to  Old  Spain.  Neither  can 
we  obtain  it  npon  any  jnst  and  correct  princi- 
ple, withoQt  the  conseot  of  Old  Spain,  unless 
we  were  at  war,  there  is  bat  one  way  to  obtain 
it— which  is  by  porchase.  Spaio,  however,  uid 
the  wnthem  Repablice  are  at  war;  and  in 
order  to  cripple  Spain  in  any  way,  which  they 
bare  the  poww  to  do,  tfaeae  Rq>nUics  hare  the 
right  to  oonqaer  it  and  take  pdeseidon  of  it,  if 
it  u  in  their  power.  If  they  posseea  the  physi- 
cal force,  it  is  all  that  is  re^ah«d;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  rolea  of  war,  it  is  right  and  Jast  to 
make  the  attempt  It  is  stated  that  these  Re- 
publics contenmute  an  attack  on  Outta.  Shoald 
they  obserre  tne  ralee  beloo^g  to  honorable 
warfare,  as  settled  in  the  cirlUzed  world,  we 
eannot  do  otherwise  than  remain  a  spectator  of 
tiie  conflict,  observing  a  strict  nentrality.  Bnt, 
should  a  different  course  l>e  parsaed,  which  is 
entirely  practicab^  (J.  mean  a  servile  war  be- 
tween slave  and  master,)  then  It  wcmld  c<Haa- 
port  with  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth  to  put 
a  stop  to  it,  if  In  oar  power.  It  wonld  he  oo^ 
Justice  to  oarselvea.  Homan  nature  would  hold 
in  everlasting  remembrance  sach  interference, 
and  would  owe  to  as  a  debt  of  anbonnded  grat- 
itnde  during  time.  This  shows  that  the  period 
is  pregnant  with  great  events.  It  is  truly  a 
crisis — we  sboold  not  incar  the  cbuge  of  sleep- 
ing on  oar  post.  It  is  proper  that  we  sboold 
have  agents  at  the  Congress  of  Panama.  It  at- 
tracts the  attention  of  other  nations.  We 
■boald  possess  sentinels,  then,  near  the  post  of 
danger.  This  woold  enable  this  Government 
to  act  early  and  promptly,  if  necessary.  It  will 
be  ready  to  meet  any  difficnlUes,  If  any  shoald 
arise,  in  oar  relatiooa  with  than.  From  the 
best  view  of  the  sal^ect  whldi  I  am  master  of; 
it  appears  to  me  vitally  fanpfwtant  to  tend  Min- 
ist«n  or  agents  to  Panama :  yet,  to  mark  well 
evuy  step  th«y  take,  so  as  to  secure  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  every  p<»nt  of  view,  blameless  be- 
fore the  world. 


TtomaiuT,  April 
Mutton  to  Panama. 

The  House  havinguun  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  m  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Hr.  Tokukson  in  the  ch^r,  <m  the  B&- 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Foreim.  BdaUona, 
on  the  subject  of  the  mission  to  Panama — the 
amendment  of  Mr.  MoLanx,  as  modified,  being 
also  under  conaiderBlion — 

Mr.  Babtlbtt  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence 
of  a  word.  Uis  pui^ose  was  to  separate  his 
vote  from  the  questions  which  had  been  ar- 
ffuecL  and  to  put  it  npcm  the  questions  to  be 
decided. 

Will  this  Hoase,  said  Mr.  B.,  assnme  to  give 
instmctions  to  our  foreign  Ministers?  Will 
this  House  attwipt  to  annex  oonditions  to  its 
appropriations  for  the  support  Ministers  t 
Is  the  propraed  amendmoit  for  anob  pnrpoaet 
Itsf  tiiia  House  e^vess  its  opinicsk  in  relation 
to  oar  fivdgn  policy  f  Is  the  pdicgr  incUcated 


by  the  proposed  amendment  tbe  true  policy  of 
this  coontiy  f  These  questions,  at  tliia  period, 
I  do  not  propose  to  oisouas.  I  will  tre^Maa 
only  so  &r  as  to  state  the  podtioiu  I  bola  in 
relation  to  them. 

Is  thwe  an  individnal  in  thia  House  who  will 
pretend  to  the  ri^t  id  instnwtlng  Ministera^  <w 
of  annexiog  oonditions  to  ^>prc^)riatioD8  for 
their  support  t  I  will  do  no  such  thing:  I 
needed  not  the  able  arguments  to  which  I  have 
listened,  to  convince  me  of  tiie  improprie^  ct 
such  pretence.  But  why  have  such  argumenta 
been  ui^^  against  the  pn^Kised  amendment? 
Can  it  bear  such  construction  ?  If  so,  I  woold 
resist  it  In  my  Judgment,  it  cannot  be  forced 
to  each  purpose.  Upon  what  are  we  acting  f 
Upon  an  appropriation  bill  t  No.  Upon  an  j 
legislative  measure  binding  upon  the  Execn- 
tire  t  Ko ;  bat  upon  an  abstract  propontion, 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affiurs,  relative  to  the  expediency  o£  a  oertuu 
ocmtemplated  misdon ;  and  in  whatever  worda 
tiie  resolution  may  be  framed,  its  purport  ia  no 
more  or  less  than  that ; '  and  when  it  shall  bave 
been  adopted,  nothing  more  comes  of  it :  no 
money  can  be  touched — no  mearare  is  hastened 
or  retarded  by  the  result  True,  there  is  a  bill 
reported  by  another  committee,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  mission  to  Panama;  whi(^ 
bill  is  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  but  that  dr- 
cnmstance  no  more  connects  it  with  this  reso- 
lution, in  any  legal  affinity,  than  any  or  every 
other  bill  which  is  or  may  be  referred  to  this 
committee.  It  is  as  independent  of  this  reso- 
lution, as  the  bUl  providing  for  the  Bavolntitm- 
sry  Officers.  Gonddering,  then,  this  resolotiMi 
and  amendment  not  as  an  Instmction  or  condi- 
tion, bnt  as  an  abstract  expresrion  ct  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  is  it  oconpeteot  and  proper 
for  us  to  express  opinims  in  relation  to  oar 
foreign  policy  f  We  have  been  told,  it  is  no 
part  of  our  duty  or  our  right ;  that  it  is  even 
nnconstttutional.  I  hold,  sir,  that  it  is  at  all 
times  our  right — often  our  duty.  Yet  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mune  (Mr.  Spbaovx)  has  warned 
us,  if  we  adopt  this  amendment  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  Delaware,  it  will  lead  to  conse- 
quences which  shall  prodnoe  neater  changes  in 
your  eonstitntion,  than  the  aiw^on  of  aU  ^ 
twenty  am«idments  which  ^ve  btben  offered 
at  this  sesriou.  Sir,  if  tiie  pnnci|de  ccmtended 
for,  by  the  friends  of  this  proposition,  be  thus 
fata],  that  gentieman's  fears  come  too  late— 
*'  the  deed  is  done  " — ^the  constitution  has  long 
since  been  destroyed.  From  *89  to  the  present 
day,  the  right  now  contended  for  has  been  uni- 
formly  clumed  and  exercised.  In  the  firvt  in- 
stitution of  the  Gk)vemment  it'tras  exercisedf 
in  a  much  more  imposing  form,  too,  than  is 
now  proposed.  Then,  it  was  not  in  the  com- 
paratively ineffitnrat  shape  of  a  resolution, 
merely  entered  upon  your  journals,  bat  as  t 
solemn  answer  to  the  Preddent'a  Addre& 
passed  by  tiie  House,  and  fimnally  iffcsenteg 
by  the  whole  Hovae^  nith  Oe  (fetter  at  ih«iv 
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head,  fn  eolenm  procession.  Let  gentlemen 
who  sappose  this  a  new  didm  of  power,  torn 
to  the  records  at  former  Hem,  where  they  will 
find,  In  the  answers  referred  to,  and  in  resoln- 
fions,  Congress  have  often  spoken,  and  in  lan- 
goage,  too,  of  no  equivocal  import.  Bat,  saj 
genuemen,  snoh  expression  of  opinion  imposes 
no  obUgation  npon  the  Executive,  and  is,  there- 
fore, nugatorj.  I  grant  it  has  not  the  force  of 
ga  enactment ;  and  if  it  had,  I  wonld  oppose 
it :  and  jet,  even  if  entirely  disregarded  hy  the 
Executive,  other  results  oome  of  it,  important 
to  oar  welfare  and  onr  character.  Some  gen- 
tlemen, however,  have  admitted  the  propriety 
of  a  general  expression  of  opinion,  as  to  all 
oar  foreign  policy,  hnt  deny  the  right  in  any 
Muttcalar  case.  I  do  not  nnderstand,  either  in 
n^c  or  mathematics,  how  a  part  is  greater 
than  the  whole—how  we  have  a  right  to  speak 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  euth,  bnt  not  of  any 
one  of  them.  Bat,  if  gentlemen,  who  attempt 
tfkis  distinction,  will  open  any  volnme  of  onr 
Jonmals,  from  the  oi^anization  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  vUl  find  enongh  of  opinions  partak- 
ing qnite  as  mnoh  of  individnality  as  the  pres- 
ent.   They  will  find  the  Honee  saying  what 

Siarticalar  acts  onght  to  be  done  by  France,  be- 
ore  a  Minister  should  be  sent  at  aU,  And  the 
gentleman  from  Tii^ia,  (Mr.  AnoHBB,)  who 
now  encounters  such  oonstitntional  difficulties, 
irill  find  his  own  name  recorded  in  the  afBrma- 
tive,  with  the  name  of  every  other  member  of 
the  Honse,  save  one,  upon  a  resolution  express- 
ing the  opinion  of  Uie  House  upon  a  question 
of  its  relations  with  certain  Governments  of 
8oath  America — a  qnestion,  too,  entirely  with- 
in iha  Executive  power  and  ^Executive  discre- 
tion.  ^d  yet  is  such  opinion  nugatory,  be- 
cause it  has  no  force  of  a  legal  enactment? 
So.  Whatever  forma  onr  Government  m^- 
possess,  it  is  a  Government  of  opinion.  It 
rests  on  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  if  not 
mstained  by  it,  it  exists  not  a  day.  It  may  be, 
flien,  the  duty  of  this  House,  as  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  to  snstain  the  Executive 
by  tike  opinion  of  the  people ;  and  If  they  mis- 
mresent  that  opinion,  the  people  themselves 
TnQ  reverse  it 
•'Ofar  is  a  great  evil,  and  iboulcL  if  possible, 
be  avoided ;  but  even  such  an  evil  abonld  not 
be  avoided  at  the  expense  of  a  nation's  liberty. 
It  is  an  evil  which  this  country  has  shown  it  is 
not  prepared  to  avoid,  at  so  gre^t  *6ix  expense. 
In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  referred  to, 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  menacing 
natloQ  is  placed,  should  always  be  takon  into 
new.  If  those  circumstances  clearly  indicate 
an  uniriendly  design  towards  the  third  or  neu- 
titl  nation,  delay  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign 
anthority  of  such  third  or  neutral  nation  In 
Baking  resistance,  is  not  only  unwise,  but 
oimiaal.  With  ueae  principles  before  us, 
dearly  prescribed  in  every  code  of  interna- 
"ooal  law,  and  as  dearly  sanctioned  by  every 
aation  that  has  gone  before  us,  what  should  be 
Mr  coone,  were  France,  or  any  other  great 


power  of  Europe,  to  attempt  to  subjugate,  and 
plant  its  power  either  in  Mexico,  or  on  the 
island  of  Ouba,  or  Porto  Rico  ?  The  oircttm- 
stances  under  whidi  they  are  placed,  in  rel^ 
tion  to  this  country,  I  say,  wonld  render  it 
criminal  in  the  coostdtated  authorities  In  thii 
country,  to  stand  by  with  folded  arms,  end  ac- 
quiesce in  such  a  movement.  What  are  those 
ciroomstances  ?  As  far  back  as  182S,  when 
this  Government  was  negotiating  with  Russia 
in  relation  to  the  Northwest  Ooast,  the  princi- 
ple had  been  assumed  by  this  Government,  as 
one  in  which  we  have  a  deep  interest — that  the 
American  oontineuts,  by  their  ft*e  and  inde- 
pendent condition,  were  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  subjects  for  fhture  colonization  by 
the  powers  of  Europe.  A  principle  not  so 
broad,  however,  as  had  been  supposed  by  the 
gentleman  fhnn  Yir^pnia,  (Mr.  Rivbs  ;)  but  it 
was  laid  down  as  a  principle  applicable  to 
those  portions  of  the  two  continents  which 
had  disenthralled  themselves  from  colonial 
shackles,  and  was  not  intended  to  wtdy  to 
those  portions  to  which  those  powers  had  an 
undisputed  claim.  This  principle  had  been 
assumed  on  the  ground  that  we  had  a  right  to 
oppose  the  estabUshment,  on  our  own  borders, 
and  in  our  neighborhood,  of  a  power  danger- 
ous to  our  own  liberties ;  and  on  the  groand 
that,  by  the  independent  ctmdition  of  the 
southern  Republics,  the  United  States  eqjoyed 
the  right  of  commercial  intercourse  with  them, 
and  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a  «yrtem  of 
colonization  over  them,  would  be  to  usurp,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  United  States,  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  which  was  the  common  prop* 
erty  of  all.  The  Government  of  Russia  acqui- 
esced in  these  prindplea,  and  has  not  said 
aught  against  them.  The  same  principles,  it 
has  been  already  shown  by  the  gentlemui  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstb^)  were,  in  the 
most  flattering  manner  to  this  country,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  British  Parliament;  and  even 
extended  as  they  have  been  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, so  as  to  embraoe  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  they  have  been  sanctioned  and  entirely 
acqniesoed  in  by  the  then  greatest  powers  of 
Europe — Russia,  England,  and  France.  The 
views  of  the  Rusrian  Qovemment  have  been 
communicated  to  us  in  the  letter  of  Count 
Neaeelrode  to  "Mr.  Middleton ;  and  those  of  the 
French  Cabinet  have  been  shown  by  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Brown,  oar  Minister  to  Paris,  to  Mr. 
Clay.  It  is  also  known  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment acquiesces  in  the  same  doctrine. 

These,  then,  are  the  circumstances  under 
which  either  oi  those  powers  would  be  placed, 
were  they  to  attempt  to  subjugate  any  of  the 
Governments  of  the  South,  or  to  seize  upon 
Cuba  or  Porto  Rico.  And,  should  any  such 
at^mpt  be  made  under  these  clrcumBtances, 
would  we  even  be  allowed  to  doubt  that  it  was 
with  views  unA-iendly  to  us  t   Coold  it  be  re- 

tarded  in  any  other  light  Quai  an  attempt  at 
angerous  aggrandizement,  mxix  as  to  enable 
th«ntog^ve&irtoiu>  Oooldit  beiegirded 
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in  »Dj  other  light  than  as  manifeBtiDg  a  most 
deadly  hatred  of  free  institiitions,  and  a  fixed 
determinatioD  to  arrest  their  farther  pn^ress, 
if  not  finalljr  to  destroy  tbemf  And  wonld 
not  snoh  attempt  jnstify  ns,  not  only  in  speak- 
ing in  decided  langaage,  but  in  taking  decided 
measnres  toprevoit  it?  He  thought  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  and  the  people  of  the  nation, 
wonld  say — ^yes.  Bnt  It  has  been  said  there  is 
no  danger  that  any  snch  attempt  will  be  made. 
Jt  that  be  tme,  he  wonld  ask,  where  was  the 
necessity  of  saying  any  thing  about  it  in  the 
rwolati<m  before  ns}  Sir,  sud  he,  the  resolo- 
tion  itself  implies  that  there  is  danger,  and  it  is 
becaase  of  this  danger  that  gentlemen  are 
afrtdd  onr  neutrality  may  be  violated  by  enter- 
ing into  nnwise  alliances,  and  unwise  Joint 
declarations  to  avert  it  He  was  opposed,  he 
laid,  to  the  whole  amendment,  a  part  of  which 
it  was  the  o^ect  of  the  motion  now  prading  to 
■trike  oat  He  was  opposed  to  it,  twcanse  he 
conceived  it  to  be  a  most  daogerons  interiiBr- 
ence  on  the  .part  oi  the  Hoose  with  Hm  treaty- 
making  poweiv-an  interference  i^ioh  he  oim- 
oeived  more  important  in  its  tendency  than  the 
mission  to  Panama  could  be.  Bat  he  was  par- 
ticularly opposed  to  that  part  of  it  which  was 
proposed  to  be  stricken  ont.  He  was  opposed 
to  it,  not  alone  on  the  score  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  presented,  bat  upon  principle. 
This  Government  had  taken  its  stand  several 
years  ago^  in  relation  to  the  policy  it  intended 
to  pursue  towards  the  South  American  Repub- 
lics. That  policy  had  met  the  approb^on, 
not  only  of  the  people  of  the  Uuted  States, 
bnt  of  three  of  the  great  powers  of  Enrope; 
and  that  policy  he  was  not  willing  to  abandon. 
And  if  we  send  Ministers  to  Panama,  he  was 
not  for  sending  them  so  much  hampeored  as  to 
be  unable  to  discuss  and  ftUly  consult  on  any 

Sroposition  that  may  be  submitted  to  carry 
lat  policy  into  full  effect  Whilst  he  said  this, 
however,  he  was  free  to  declare,  that  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  forming  alliances  with  any 
power  whatever.  Such,  he  s^d,  was  not  the 
object  of  the  Prendent  Any  one  who  would 
read  his  Hesaage  with  common  attention,  and 
common  candor,  he  thought  would  admit  ^at 
such  was  not  his  object  In  speaking  of  the 
sul^ect  of  European  colonizaUon,  and  the 
means  of  resisting  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  domestio  oonoenu  of  the  American 
Govemmente,  wUch  Is  "o&red  as  a  matter  for 
oonsnltation  at  the  Congress  merely,"  he  says : 
"  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any 
conventional  engagement  on  this  topic,  our 
views  would  extend  no  farther  than  to  a  mu- 
tual pledge  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  to 
maintain  the  prijiciple  in  application  to  its  own 
territory^  and  to  permit  no  colonial  lodgements 
or  estabhsbment  of  £uroj>ean  jurisdiction  upon 
its  own  soil."  From  this  view  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  must  be  obvious,  that  no  deugn  is  en< 
tortained  to  enter  into  any  compact  by  which 
this  Government  will  be  pledged  or  bound,  or 
could  in  taj  degree  be  required  to  inteifne  in 
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resisting  such  encroachment  upon  the  territ(W7 
of  any  Government  except  our  own — a  [dedge 
that  I  grant  is  not  required  for  the  defenoe  of 
our  own  country.  Bnt  if  there  should  be  any 
attempt  to  sutdugate,  by  force  or  seduction, 
any  i»  the  new-born  BepnUioa  of  the  Sonth,  a 
solemn  deolarati«i  of  Mcfa,  that  it  would  ad- 
here to  its  integri^,  and  rmst  every  snoh  at- 
tempt might  not  lie  mtirely  oseleas. 

with  reference  to  the  declaration,  that  it  is 
propcued  to  ccmnder — ^for  the  President  does 
not  present  it  otherwise  than  as  a  subject  for 
deUberattm— hesays:  "With  respect  to  tb^ob- 
tmslTe  interference  from  abroad,  if  its  future 
character  may  be  inferred  from  that  which  has 
been,  and  perhaps  still  is,  exerdsed  in  more 
than  one  of  the  new  States,  a  joint  declaratiou 
of  its  character,  and  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  that  tiie  occasion 
would  require."  The  ol^eot  of  snch  a  declara- 
tion, evidently,  is  not  to  form  axij  compact  or 
alliance  with  those  powers  by  which  onr  neu- 
tral relations  can  be  changed,  but  is  merely  the 
exposure  of  the  character  of  any  intermence 
that  may  be  attempted  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  those  Governments  by  the  European  powers. 
Such,  for  example,  was  the  proposition  made 
by  one  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe  to  (me  of 
the  Republics  of  the  South,  to  guarantee  its  in- 
dependence if  it  would  assume  a  kingly  Gov- 
ernment— A  proposition  that  however  seduc- 
tive in  its  character,  was  promptly  rejected. 
Such  a  declaratioiL  exposing  the  character  of 
such  interference,  althonj^  it  might  do  no  great 
good,  cerUunly  could  do  no  hann.  But  wheth- 
er the  United  States  should,  or  not  be  parties 
to  sneh  a  declaration,  may,  in  the  language  of 
the  Fre^dent,  "  jnst^  form  a  part  of  the  de- 
liberation." 

And  whether  they  shall,  or  not  I,  for  one, 
am  disposed  to  submit  to  our  Ministers,  under 
their  iastruotions  from  the  Executive,  whose 
ntuation  will  enable  him  to  survey  the  whole 
ground,  and  to  decide,  under  the  state  of  things 
existing  at  the  time,  more  correctly  than  we 
now  can.  And  his  decision,  when  made,  will 
draw  after  it  the  some  responsibility  that  at- 
taches to  his  other  official  acts.  In  a  word, 
s^d  Kr.  0.,  I  am  disposed  to  leave  this  whole 
matter  under  the  constitutional  control  of  the 
Executive,  and  leave  him  antdect  to  that  re- 
sponnbilitj  which  the'  omiatitatim  Impoees 
npcm  him.  '  To  place  it  on  any  other  ground,  ia 
to  subvert  the  wmstitution,  and  to  throw  on 
this  House  a  responsibility  which  it  ought  not 
to  bear.  What  course  this  Government  shoold 
take  in  relation  to  matters  that  may  arise  in 
fhture,  and  which  this  House  cannot  foresee,  is 
a  question  that  for  one,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
decide.  Movements  may  be  malang  by  the 
allied  powers  of  Enrope,  of  which  we  and  the 
Executive  may  both  be  ignorant  But  the 
probability  is,  that  the  Executive,  in  due  sea- 
son, will  be  informed  of  all  that  is  passing,  and, 
when  informed,  the  constitotion  supposes  that 
he,  as  the  BepresentatiTe  of  the  pei^  of  the 
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United  States,  for  this  {nupoee,  will  adopt  such 
eoone  as  is  best  oolodated  to  promote  their  in- 
terests. To  snppose  otherwise,  is  at  once  to 
prouoonce  the  ftUnre  of  the  om^totion,  in 
this  particular,  to  answer  the  pnrposes  for 
^ich  it  vas  intended. 

-It  is  onr  interest  that  the  island  of  Onha 
ihoold  be  owned  by  a  weak  nation^  or  remain 
a  colony.  Its.  weakness  would  suit  onr  con- 
venieooe ;  bnt,  he  asked,  does  it  follow  that  we 
are  justifiable  in  resisUnff,  by  arms,  a  ohange  of 
its  condition?  Oertaiiuy  not,  nnless  in  oon- 
fonmty  with  the  principle  of  self-defence,  the 
first  law  of  natnre.  When  the  dangers  exist, 
vlueh  the  gentieman  now  seems  to  imafpne  are 
erm  at  onr  dows,  his  mle  of  acdon  and  my 
own  will  mj^  be  fonnd  materially  dlfliBrent. 
When  die  interests  of  this  coantry  are,  by  the 
Holy  Alliance,  or  any  other  power,  so  essen- 
tially disturbed  as  to  require  a  resort  to  arms, 
with  htm  he  agreed  the  dtizens  of  tiie  West 
will  not  be  fonnd  deficient  in  patriotism.  That 
floonge  which  nerved  the  arm,  and  prompted 
to  deeds  of  "  noble  achievement "  in  the  late 
war,  win  demand  action. 

When  what  is  called  the  Holy  Alliance 
was  institnted  by  some  of  the  most  powerful 
nationsof  Europe,  to  snstun  the  "divine  right" 
of  kings,  by  represnng  every  effort  which  might 
be  maae  in  developing  and  fostering  the  rights 
(tf  man,  it  cannot  be  foivotten  what  was  the 
indignation  of  every  patriot.  So  odiotis  was  it 
in  mis  country,  that  it  was  everywhere  exe- 
crated and  denounced.  Kow,  it  may  be  asked, 
what  is  the  object  of  the  Congress  to  be  held 
at  I^nama  ?  &  not  the  inference  strong  that  it 
is  to  operate  as  a  countervailing  body?  Hr. 
Caoas  speaks  of  the  European  "  Ck>ntinental 
System,"  and  that  America  should  form  a  sys- 
tem for  itself  and  assemble,  by  its  Bepresenta- 
tives  in  Oortes,  whenever  oircnmstances  might 
require;  and  Mr.  Salazar  indicates  a  secret 
"eveatoal  aUianoe."  It  is  tar  from  me  to  say 
the  Southern  Bepablics  oi^ht  not  to  form 
amol^;  themselves  an  alliance  or  combination 
for  their  own  defence  ag^nst  &>ain  or  any  other 
swutiog  power.  Their  otmditltHi  is  very  dmi- 
lar.  They  were  all  coloniea,  speaUng  the  same 
Isiq^Qsge,  and  subject  to  the  same  pow^.  Their 
Btron^es  for  emancipation  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  same  causes.  Their  enemy  has 
been  the  same,  and  their  toils  and  sufferings 
bare  be«ai  crowned  by  the  same  happy  results 
—as  Sp^  still  refuses  to  recognize  their  inde- 
peodenoe,  and  flatters  herself  that  their  fiitnre 
Kdnclion  is  certain,  the  aoqnisltion  of  strength 
if  a  confederacy,  is  their  nndoubted  right.  In 
nuldng  this  aclmowledgment,  he  now  and  ever 
^nld  protest  against  onr  becoming  a  party. 
W«  could  gdn  nothing,  and  might  put  much  at 
bazird.  Li  strengtheuinK  than,  we  should 
weaken  oorselTBS.  Should  the  Holy  Alliance 
tnakfl  any  movement  in  reforenoe  to  this  oon- 
^Qt,  affor^ng  satisfaotoiy  proof  that  the  very 
■^^hilalion  of  Repablicamsm,  or  Bepreeeata* 
"ve  GoTamnent^  was  th^  ol^ee^  It 
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would  be  onr  dn^  to  ad(n>t  any  measure  in 
ooDiunctioo  witli  onr  neighboring  Republics, 
which  prudence  mi^t  dictate,  in  defence  of 
the  rights  of  man.  Until  the  emergency  hap- 
pens, which  may  be  viewed  as  very  improba- 
ble, we  should  stand  aloof. 

IT,  Hr.  Ohairmaa,  it  were  not  the  case  that 
we  can  accomplish,  through  Ministers,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  every  object  which  is  common 
and  fit  to  be  accomplished,  a  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma would  be  to  me  more  tolerable.  We  have, 
at  this  time,  di^omatic  connections  with  the 
most  of  the  new  Republics.  Three  treaties  have 
been  negotiated  upon  unexceptionable  princi- 
ples. Oar  potiOT  in  relation  to  them  has  been 
dictated  1^  |)rudenc&  and.  so  &r,  has  resolt- 
ed  in  mntaat  good  wUl  and  advantage. 

It  seems  to  me  the  dronmstances  attending 
onr  invitation  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama  dis- 
closes, on  our  part,  a  want  of  delicacy.  For  so 
distinguished  a  favor,  we  have  been  too  easier, 
and  do  not,  as  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion, 
know  what  they  are  to  do.  In  one  part  of  the 
Prendent's  Message  we  are  informed  onr  agents 
will  merely  consult — in  aootiier,  consult  and 
negotiate — and  so  says  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs.  To  merely  take 
counsel  toeether,  to  deliberate,  to  interchange 
ideas  on  the  topics  introduced  for  disonsdon, 
would  at  least  seem  innocent.  Bnt  who,  in  his 
sober  senses,  can  believe  this  Ckn^resi  is  to  be 
merely  consultative,  so  ftr  as  we  are  oonoemed? 
To  negotiate,  will  donbtiess  form  a  part  of  their 
duties.  It  is  the  character  of  the  negotiation 
that  he  feared.  But,  say  gentiemen,  a  treaty 
formed  at  Panama  would  not  be  binding  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  President  and  Senate. 
This  is  granted.  Would  not,  however,  its  re- 
jection, particularly  if  made  in  pursuance  of 
instructions,  excite  jealousy  in  the  other  con- 
traoting  party  f  This  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
be  most  unfortunately  the  case,  and  the.  charge 
of  infideHty  to,  and  disregard  onr  promises, 
be  fixed  upon  ns. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  0.,  been  informed  by  the 
President,  our  neutral  character  shall  be  main- 
tained ;  and,  that  a  compromitment  of  it  is 
neither  expected  nor  desired  by  the  gentiemen 
giving  us  the  invitation.  To  me,  there  is  a 
paradox  in  this  affair.  These  Ministers,  in  plain 
terms,  point  out  what  is  to  be  done — the  ques- 
tions to  be  settIed->-6ome  of  which  we  cannot 
disease  without  a  forfeiture  of  our  neutral 
rights ;  and  yet,  in  the  next  sentence,  they  say 
onr  relations  will  not  be  changed.  This  is 
most  strikingly  the  case  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Obregon.  I  ask  gentiemen  who  are  versed  in 
the  mysteries  of  this  novel  prefect,  to  aid  my 
understanding. 

Mnob,  sir,  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
memorable  pledge,  and  onr  determination  not 
to  witness,  with  in^fference,  any  interference 
of  any  European  power,  except  Spain,  with  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America.  As  for  the 
pledge,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
spou  yeitenui^,  (Mr.  WoBiHrnonnr,}  has  verx 
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properlj  denominated  it  ft  mere  hrtUtan  /idmm 
• — an  empty  declaration ;  bat  which  some  think 
full  of  meaning  and  effect  It  onght  to  be  a 
matter  of  mnch  ngxet  tbat  any  of  onr  Uinis- 
tera  should  feel  avuioiized  to  urge  it  aa  an  ar- 
gument, in  negotiating  a  treaty.  This,  we  are 
informed,  has  be^  done.  Gentlemen  freqaent- 
ly  refer  to  the  term  indifference."  What  do 
tJiey  mean  by  it!  It  is  very  indeterminate. 
If,  by  tbia  expression,  we  are  to  understand 
concern,  dissatisfaction^  discontent,  be  had  bat 
little  to  say.  Bat  if^  on  the  other  hand,  they 
mean  a  fitting  '*  indifference  "—-a  detenD[dii^ 
tiou  to  eoart  t£e  bloody  oontesL  be  woold  not 
concur  witii  them.  If  Ttodm  shoold  obtain  a 
cessicHi  of  Oaba,  as  we  did  of  Louisiana,  we 
would  not  be  entirdy  indifferent  But  could 
we  legitimately  wage  war  t  Oonld  we  be  Jus- 
tified before  the  world,  in  seizing  upon  that  isl- 
and ourselves,  and  prcTenting  the  possession 
of  France  t  This  would  seem  to  him  a  rash 
act,  and  wholly  indefensible.  The  consequence 
would  be  hostility  with  two  nations.  Should 
Buch  an  unhappy  state  of  affan  take  place,  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  minois  (Hr. 
Cook)  whether  our  countrymen  of  the  West, 
brave  and  adventurous  as  tiiey  are,  and  much 
as  ther^  might  dedre  to  see  our  Southern  com- 
merce prosper,  could  be  eanly  persuaded  to 
buckle  on  their  knapsacks,  and  snonlder  Atai 
rifles,  to  fight  batles  in  Oaba,  under  a  vertical 
son? 

Mr.  OiJOBBKUKa  s^d :  Connected  with  the 
last,  sir,  there  is  another,  and  not  less  inter- 
esting question,  to  which  our  attention  has 
been  caUed — ^the  destiny  of  Cuba.  It  appeared 
to  me  somewhat  sin^Ur,  tbat  two  gentlemen 
from  LouisiaDa,  particularly  one,  (Mr,  Livino- 
8T0N,)  should  have  vindicated  the  policy  of  the 
^eontive  in  its  nu^tiations  respecting  the  fiite 
of  that  idand.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
examine  the  diplomatic  oorrespondence  of  1626, 
without  being  made  seneable  that  our  ri^ta 
liave  been  voluntarily  aurrendered.  What  are 
our  rights,  nr  ?  Next  to  ^win,  our  right  over 
Cuba  IB  paramoimt  to  the  clsims  <tf  eveiy  other 
nation.  With  Porto  Rioo  we  have  nothing  to  do 
—-it  is  far  distant  ttom  m ;  but  Cuba  ia  on  our 
border — we  are  vitally  interested  in  its  condition 
and  Grovemment ;  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
£ast — ^tbe  agriciUtural  interest  of  the  West — 
tiie  dearest  and  most  valuable  interests  of  the 
Sooth — nay,  all  the  interests  of  every  section 
of  the  Union  are  involved  in.  the  destiny  of  Cu- 
ba. The  right  of  Spun  once  extinguished,  from 
the  nature  of  our  position,  and  our  peculiar  and 
various  associations  with  that  island,  our  right 
becomes  supreme ;  it  resists  the  European  right 
of  purchase ;  it  Is  even  paramount  to  the  Uex- 
ioan  and  ColambiaD  right  of  war.  It  ia  a  right 
which  should  never  have  been  surrendered  to 
any  power,  whether  belligerent  or  neutral. 
Yet  what  have  been  the  declarations  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Executive  ?  While  the  right  of  any  Eu- 
ropean power  to  acquire  Cuba  by  purchase  has 
been  dauedi— the  belligerent  right  (Xf  Mezioo 


and  Colombia  to  invade  the  island,  has  been 
expressly  acknowledged;  H  has  been  conced- 
ed ;  we  have  in  onr  oornq>ondence  positivelj 
declared,  that  we  cannot  r^ist  the  right  of  war 
exerdsea  by  Mexico  and  Colombia — ^tiiat  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere,  unless,  indeed,  th^ 
dould  *'  put  arms  into  tiie  hands  of  one  race  of 
the  inhabitants  to  destroy  the  lives  of  another.'* 
And  in  sach  a  crisis  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  the  island }  When  is  it,  according  to  the  pol- 
icy sanctioned  in  onr  negotiations  witii  foreign 
powers,  and  snbmitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Col<nnbian  and  Mexican  Mlnistwa,  that  we 
olidm  theri^  of  interpom^  and  rensting  the 
invatioD  ?  Whoi  one  race  is  aimed  "  to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  another  "—when  the  standard 
of  universal  emancipation  floats  on  the  Hf»o — 
when  insurgent  fires  are  blaring  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Cuba,  and  gleaming  along  the  shores 
of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Loui^tnat  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  according  to  the  conceasirau 
recorded  in  the  diort  but  comprehennve  diplo- 
matic history  of  the  past  year,  do  we  claim  tba 
right  of  interpomog  to  save  Cuba  and  our  own 
country  from  the  consequences  of  the  invasitHi  I 
What  our  policy  should  be  as  it  regards  this  isl- 
and, presents  a  question  of  infinite  difficult. 
But  whatever  may  be  its  fate,  it  is  not  mdy  our 
interest  to  protest  ag^nst  the  European  pur- 
chase, but  our  rif^t  f6nsibly  to  resist  its  inva- 
sion by  Mexico  and  Colombia.  The  arms  of 
Spuiish  America  can  never  be  carried  into  Cu- 
ba, unless  under  her  constitutional  banner — the 
stwdard  of  universal  emancipation.  This  isl- 
and must  remain  under  the  dominion  of  Spain ; 
however,  its  political  position  must  be 
anged — if  Spain  must  part  with  it — let  it  be 
independent — we  want  no  colonies — ^let  its  in- 
dependence be  guaranteed  by  commercial  na- 
tions. But,  be  its  destiny  what  it  may,  we 
must  resist  its  invasion  by  our  neighbors — 
they  cannot  carry  the  war  into  Cuba  without 
endangering  the  interests  of  onr  country.  This 
is  a  questicoi  of  too  mnoh  importance  to  be  sur- 
rendered by  this  HoQse— let  ua  pause  before  we 
ocmsent  to  submit  its  deddon  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama. 

We  have  beard  randi,  sir,  of  the  "  memora- 
ble pledge  " — of  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
in  1828 — a  declaration  made  in  accordance  with 
our  true  policy — a  policy  which  would  have 
been  unquestionably  ratified  by  the  House,  and 
responded  by  the  nation.  I  concur  most  nn- 
cerely  with  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  WEBBTXB,)---it  was  the  declaration  of  the 
Executive  of  our  country  to  the  world,  made 
at  an  interesting  crisis — I  wonld  not  recall  it^ 
it  shall  never  be  *'  blurred  or  blotted,"  by  any 
act  of  mine.  Bnt  I  cannot  go  as  &r  as  he  does. 
I  cannot  agree  with  bim,  tbat  this  question 
"  must  be  discussed,"  and  at  the  Cmigress  4^ 
Panama.  The  dedaration  revives  and  dies 
witii  the  occasion — ^whenever  that  occasion 
shall  arrive — ^whenever  any  European  power 
shall  interfere  with  the  wars  or  independence 
of  the  nations  of  this  oontinenfr— vhen  the 
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time  arriTes  and  we  are  called  upon  to  decide 
the  question  of  peace  or  war,  '*  it  most  be  dia- 
CosBed  "—bat  not  in  the  GongreBs  of  Panaiaa. 
This  is  the  only  Congress  in  which  that  great 
tpiestion  can  or  ^oidd  ever  be  discossed  and 
aetUed.    The  office  of  deliberating  on  the  policy 
and  jnstioe  of  contingently  engaging  in  war, 
shoofd  never  be  surrendered  by  this  House — a 
right  of  this  grave  character  shonld  never  be 
tranaferred  to  the  Otngxeaa  of  Panama.  I 
would  not  instmot  our  Ministers  even  to  ton- 
salt  or  deliberate  on  the  prqtriety  of  mtering 
into  Joint  dedamtions  upon  qnestitms  of  snch 
magnltnde.     And  althoogh  we  are  e^resaly 
called  nptm  hj  tiie  President  to  send  Ministers 
to  Panama,  to  consult  and  deliberate  on  the 
expediency  of  a  joint  declaration  on  this  point, 
and  of  entering  into  a  compact  or  mntnal 
ple^^  on  ano^er,  yet  the  gentleman  fW)m 
Ifasuchtnetts  "  sees  nothing  now  which  car- 
ries as  beyond  what  was  contained  in  Mr.  Mon- 
roe>  Message."  I  will  not  dispute  with  gentle- 
men about  words ;  nor  shall  I  adopt  their  oon- 
■tniction  of  the  Presidents  Message.  It  is  per- 
fectly  immaterial  to  me  1^  what  name  these 
new  and  foreign  aasodations  or  stipulations 
are  to  be  oaUra.    I  care  not  whether  they 
are  denominated  "  alliances,  compacts,  mutu^ 
pledges^  or  j<dnt  declarations."   We  are  told 
expreesly  that  oar  Mmisters  are  to  deliberate  at 
Panama  on  the  propriety  of  a  mntnal  pledge  or 
compact  to  expose  territorial  colonization,  and 
that  it  deserves  the  experiment  of  considera^ 
tion,  whether  a  joint  declaration  of  our  inten- 
tion to  resist  the  interference  of  any  Snropean 
power,  with  the  domestic  concerns    the  Amer- 
can  Governments,  ^onld  not  be  made.  Mere 
conmltationB  and  deliiwrataons  may  appear 
to  ns  to  be  small  matters.  Some  may  think 
that  nothii^c  iqjoriona  can  poflriUy  grow  out  of 
cUplomatio  oonnltatitms:  and  others  mayshel- 
ter  themadvea  behind  the  contemptible  arga- 
inent,  that,  until  the  treaty  stipulations  are  rat- 
ified, we  are  not  bound  by  the  acts  of  our  Min- 
isters at  Panama.   Bu^  sir,  we  shonld  recollect 
that  this  is  not  the  policy  of  a  wise  and  jnst 
people ;  that  every  thing  depends  upon  the 
manner  in  which  we  make  our  first  movements 
and  advances  towards  the  independent  nations 
of  America — the  future  destinies  of  our  oonntry 
ve  de^ly  involved  in  these,  apparently,  small 
matters;  we  ahonld  reflect  that  we  are  now 
Itring  the  foondations  of  onr  American  policy. 

Mr.  Flotd  said :  We  are  told,  hy  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  that  a  pledge  was  given  by  Mr. 
Uooroe,  then  FrendoiL  to  these  Sonthum  Be- 
publics,  that  we  would  defend  and  protect  them 
from  the  assaults  of  European  armies,  or  words 
to  this  effect ;  and  that,  since  that  period,  this 
pledge  has  been  renewed  by  letters  from  this  Qov- 
emment  to  others,  and  parlionlarly  by  our  Min- 
uter to  Mexico.  8ir,  when  that  Message  was  de- 
lirered  to  this  House,  I  then  rose  in  my  place ; 
ud  protested  against  that  declaration  of  the 
President,  asaanuning  an  unwarrantable  power, 
TicditiDgtbaa^ritaftheeoiiBtitation;  aanmiing 
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grounds  and  an  attitude  in  regard  to  European 
powers,  calculated  to  involve  us  in  a  strife  which 
there  existed,  and  in  which  we  had  no  interest ; 
and  indirectly  leading  to  war,  which  Congresa 
alone  had  the  right  to  declare.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  redeem  the  pledge  ^ven  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  parallel  of  Ferdinand ;  not  only  so, 
bnt  the  fbrther  pledge  {pven  Mr.  Adams,  and 
that,  too,  by  the  oorreapondence  of  our  Envoy 
with  the  Bepnbllo  oi  Mexico.  Here,  then,  tiw 
President  has  assumed  to  ^ve  support  to  t^ese 
na^on^  even  at  the  hazard  of  war,  wiOiont 
cwBDltiDg  Congress  or  the  Bepreeentativea  of 
the  people.  The  President  has  told  ns  that  we 
should  not  be  *'  palsied  by  the  will  of  our  con- 
stituents." This  bold  claim  to  unlimited  power, 
if  acted  upon,  eztinguishe^,  at  one  blow,- the 
liberty  of  the  nation.  A  clium  so  broad  dare 
not  be  hinted  at  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain ; 
Alexander,  Emperor  of  all  the  Bussias,  alone 
poBsessee  snob  power. 

The  daring  of  this  pledge,  so  contrary  to  the 
cautions  indedsion  and  irreaolation  of  the  former 
President,  caused  me  to  inquire  bow  the  oircnm- 
stance  happened;  wh«t  a  member  of  Congren^ 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Prerident,  inform- 
ed me  that  the  British  Government  aoi^t  a 
conreraatiott  with  Mr.  Bush,  oar  then  £nv(7 
and  Moister  Flenipotentiai^  at  the  Court  of 
St  James,  and  proposed  to  him  that  they  should 
unite  upon  the  sobject  of  Sonth  American  affairs, 
and  so  sh^e  their  correspondence  as  to  show 
to  Europe  the  probable  oourse  these  Govern* 
ments  would  take  in  the  canse  of  Spani^ 
America.  Mr.  Bash,  who  is  doubtless  as  able 
a  negotiator  as  Secretary  the  Treasury,  (for 
the  mistake  he  has  made  in  bis  report  does  not 
exceed  five  or  «x  millions  of  dollars  this  year; 
but,  as  it  ia  his  first  attempt,  there  is  reason  to 
hope  he  may  mend,)  refosed  to  aoeede  to  tiio 
propositions,  unless  the  British  woold  agree  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  reoogniziiw  the  indepwd*' 
ence  of  Soath  America;  this  did  not  suit  the 
views  of  England  at  that  time.  This  was  for- 
warded to  the  President,  and  was  then  lying  on 
his  table^  when  he  iasned  that  bnlletin,  pledging 
this  nation  to  a  coarse  which  is  daily  becoming 
dangerous  to  the  peaoe  of  the  country  frcan 
without,  and  dangsrooi  to  the  oonstitation  from 
within. 

This  pledge,  however  it  may  eventuate  throng 
the  medium  of  this  mission  to  Panama,  was, 
donbtiees,  at  the  time,  considered  safe,  intended 
to  aatoniidi  Emperors  and  Kings  with  the  array 
of  power,  whilst  the  vast  navy  trf  Great  Britain 
floated  between  ns  and  danffn*.  Ve  are  told, 
too,  by  the  President,  that  uie  wholesome  ad- 
vice of  Washington,  to  refr^  from  **  entangling 
alliances,"  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  ^irs 
of  Europe ;  and  he  givea  us  to  understand  that' 
a  different  state  of  things  now  exists,  and  that 
were  he  (Washington)  now  alive,  he  would  en- 
tertain a  different^  opinion.  I  have,  sir,  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  pradence,  and  patriotisnu 
and  wisdom  oi  Washii^fton,  to  believe  he  would 
baard  the  peaoe  of  this  nation  ftnr  the  flna 
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"spectacle"  he  nd^t  prolMbly  nuke  in  a 
"page  of  hietory." 

Bj  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  so  soon  as 
these  Ministers  to  Panama  take  their  seats  in 
that  Oongresa,  and  Join  in  the  diBoossioDS  of  that 
body,  that  moment  too  commit  an  act  of  war 
against  Old  Spain.  Is  this  Jnst  f  Is  it  oonstitQ- 
tional  thus  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  Congress, 
to  whom  alone  belongs  the  power  to  say  when 
this  nation,  of  ten  millioos  of  people,  uiall  be 
involved  in  war?  If  8p^n  is  too  weak  to  send 
an  army  to  invade  ns,  uie  can  still  deolare  war, 
as  she  will  be  compelled  to  do ;  oor  own  act 
Mng,  in  &ct,  war  against  her.  By  this  menu, 
all  the  idle  seamen  of  England,  France,  and  the 
Low  Oountries,  beddes  her  own^  will  be  i^aoed 
on  board  of  privateers,  fitted  oat  under  the  flag 
of  Spain,  to  destroy  our  commerce  in  ever^  sea. 
What  good,  then,  can  possibly  result  to  thu  na- 
tion from  tills  state  of  thhigs!  We  are  now 
abont  to  adopt  the  discarded  policy  of  Pitt  and 
Castiereagh,  which  for  so  many  years  desolated 
the  British  realms,  whloh,  if  contianed  bat  for 
a  few  years  longer,  mnst  inevitably  have  de- 
Btroyed  the  energies  of  that  nation,  if  not  de- 
stroyed the  Monarchy  itael£  Now,  however, 
the  <^porite  oonrse,  she  etfjoys  peace,  and  is 
du^  reaoong  t^  fruits  of  good  CwTemment ;  ex- 
tending her  cfflnmerce^  disbanding  her  armies, 
li^ng  up  her  mvjj  inoreariuR  -hiBr  manufiso- 
tories,  paying  the  national  debt,  and  rqpealii^ 
many  at  her  taxes;  whilst  we,  to  make  a 
**flgarein  history,"  or  exhibit  a  "spectacle" 
for  Eorope  to  look  at,  are  involving  onrselves 
in  debt  and  interminable  war — the  oltimate  end 
of  which  no  human  foreright  can  see  or  con- 
Jeotnre. 

In  what  a  strange  attitude  this  Panama  Mis- 
sion places  OS.  whilst  we  are  at  peace  with 
BpaiHy  we  are  in  oondave  with  her  enemies, 
devinng  the  best  means  for  "carrying  on  the 
war"  ac^nat  hw;  not  only  to  carry  it  on 
agdnst  her  in  America,  hnt  the  erpemauj  ot 
oarrying  this  war  into  hear  territory  on  the 
other  siae  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  into  the  Canary 
Hands.  Whilst  we  say  to  Europe  we  will  not 
-take  part  in  this  contest  between  Spain  and  her 
ocdontee,  neither  shall  yon,  to  subjugate  these 
countries :  we  are  mingling  in  the  councils  of 
Panama,  planning  war  a^nst  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bioo,  the  remunlng  colonies  of  Spain.  A  course 
of  this  kind  is  well  oaloulated  to  bring  upon  tiiis 
country  the  reproach  of  all  nations  having  any 
regard  for  public  futh.  Instead  of  pursuing  an 
open,  ingeuuons,  manly  course,  thinking  slowly, 
and  acting  prudentiy,  firmly,  and  ^oerelTf  we 
are  engaged  in  all  the  insmcerity  and  Mlv  of 
£nrape.  at  a  period  ot  their  history  ov«  wnich 
theniaelvee  would  gladly  throw  a  veU.  How 
different  has  been  the  course  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment I  In  the  oorrespondenoe  of  her  Minis- 
ter with  the  Envoy  of  Spain,  lately  publisbed 
in  this  country,  we  have  seen  all  thu  diidomatic 
fog  dissipated,  whidb  onr  own  seems  to  delight 
in  as  the  highest  evidence  of  the  talent  and 
akill  of  the  statesman.  Tbeie^  the  stoiy  ia  told 
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in  a  style  so  clear,  rimple,  firm,  and  respectfbl, 
that  none  can  misunderstand  or  doubt  the 
meaning ;  here,  the  bad  taste  of  the  rhetorician 
is  so  intermingled  with  the  affiactatibn  of  the 
statesman,  that  you  are  in  doubt  whether  it 
means  this  thing  or  something  else ;  and  this, 
too,  by  a  Government  whose  duty  it  is,  as  be- 
ing the  oldest  of  the  Bepnblica,  to  ^ve  an  ex- 
ample of  candor  and  moderation.  Not  cHily 
this,  but  to  expose  to  the  people  of  this  nation 
every  transaction,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  podnt 
of  view,  that  they  may  nnheritatingly  decade 
upon  their  own  aftairs,  and  know  the  oondoct  ci 
tbeir  Repreeeotativee. 

This  measure,  frangfat  with  so  mndh  misehtrf 
to  this  country,  ia  om  that  oof^t  to  be  avdded 
if  posuble.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, it  looks  to  the  conquest  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico ;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing  them 
from  the  crown  of  Spain.  The  interests,  if 
not  safety,  of  our  own  country,  wonid  rather 
require  us  to  interpose  to  prevent  soch  an 
event;  and  I  would  rather  take  up  arms  to 
prevent  than  accelerate  such  an  occurrence. 
These  Bepublios  have  a  mixed  population,  it 
is  true,  but  the  proportion  of  all  others,  when 
compared  to  the  Spani^  American,  is  but 
small.  Iliey,  by  a  pro^sion  in  their  constitu- 
tion, have  ahoUshea  slavery,  and  placed  erwj 
color  on  an  equal  footing^  which  may  not  be 
any  great  inconvenience  to  them.  But  what 
will  be  the  state  of  the  case  should  Cuba  and 
Porto  Sico  be  revolutionized  upon  th^r  princi- 
ples? It  is  well  known  that  those  colraiea 
contun  nearly  five  blacks  to  one  white  person; 
that  in  Cuba  the  proportion  is  this  ormi»e. 
It  must  tiien  be  a  black  Republic.  The  con- 
dition of  Hayti  is  also  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration at  this  Congress,  to  determine 
whether  Hayti  shall  send  Ambassadors  to  the 
difi'erent  powers;  and,  if  all  questions  are  to 
be  decided  In-  a  m^ority  of  votes,  we  must 
expect  those  Repuhhca  to  act  upon  their  piin- 
oiples,  and  compel  ns  to  reorive  a  negro  mwSb- 
ter ;  as  the  stipulations  of  this  Confederacy  of 
Republics  are,  to  "interpret  treaties,"  and 
coerce,  if  necessary,  those  who  manifest  an 
unwillingness  to  p«tform  the  task  aarigned  to 
them  by  the  Congress  of  Panama. 

Why  ahonld  we,  then,  engage  in  this  moon- 
struck project,  which  threatens,  at  no  distant 
day,  a  large  portion  of  our  country,  embracing 
the  whole  of  our  Southern  frt>ntiert  Cuba  ia 
scarcely  more  than  eighty  miles  from  Florida; 
the  narrow  sea  between  can  be  often  pasaed 
in  a  few  hours,  in  open  boats;  leaving  the 
whole  of  Lonidana,  Florida,  and  Geori^  open 
to  sudden  invaslmi  from  these  hliok  Republics 
at  any  time.  Beeddea,  the  jealoniy  and  discon- 
tent which  this  state  of  things  would  engender, 
most  finally  lead  to  rebellion  and  civil  discord, 
should  no  immediate  war  he  produced.  Can 
there,  then,  he  a  man,  who.  viewing  this  snb* 
ject  in  ^  ite  bearings,  wiu  not  shudder  at  a 
picture  like  this,  and  abandon  the  project !  A 
project  which  cannot^  in  any  poaable  event) 
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bring  good  to  this  cotrntir  or  that  Repablio, 
aad  maj  prodace  incalcalable  and  irremediable 
evils  to  this  tJnioii.  Sorelj  it  will  be  a  bitter 
RfleotloD,  to  UioBe  oonoemed  in  it,  that,  to 
'^exluUt  a  splen^d  spectacle  to  the  eyes  of 
European  GoTemmeDtB,"  or  give  those  desir- 
ing it  "a  bright  page  in  hi^rr,"  all  these 
enls  have  been  brought  upon  their  country. 
Sbonld  the  bold  daring  of  this  project  be  car- 
ried into  execntion,  in  all  its  parts,  I  am  in- 
toned to  think  that  it  will  be  oisoovered  that 
we  have  withered  the  opening  bnd  of  oar 
fiitnre  greatness,  and  that  "  the  bright  page  of 
history  "  will  be  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of 
oar  citizens. 

If^  however,  we,  reckless  of  conseqaenoes 
to  oar  citizens  and  country,  pnrane  this  course, 
asserting,  in  the  propagation  of  these  principles, 
that  men  ot  evenr  nation,  kind,  color,  and 
degree,  are  entitled  to  the  same  usage,  placed 

Jn  the  same  footiug,  participating  alike  in 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  powers  of  Govem- 
meot,  is  it  at  all  cerUdn  these  visions  may  not 
be  disripated  by  the  thunder  of  England  t  She 
has  too  deep  a  stake  in  the  afl^rs  of  America, 
particularly  the  West  Indies,  to  look  on  with 
udifference. 

The  moment  these  ITinisters  take  their  seats 
in  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  bo^  to  act 
upoD  the  subjects  proposed,  as  those  which  will 
engage  their  attention,  that  moment  yon  will 
pre  iOBt  cause  of  war  to  any  Enn^ean  nation 
wUca  may  think  proper  to  declare  it  against 
yoo — France,  Bnssia,  the  Netherlands— for, 
the  act  itself  is,  on  your  part,  a  declaration  of 
war  against  Spain;  and  England,  whatever 
nay  be  her  disposition  at  this  time  towards 
na,  must  declare  war  against  us ;  she  cannot 
avoid  it;  her  interest  is  too  deeply  involved  to 
remuQ  an  idle  and  inactive  spectator.  Were 
she  to  take  tiiis  course,  she  would  stand  justi- 
fied in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I,  too,  could  not 
otiierwise  than  think  she  pursued  the  coarse  I 
would  have  my  own  country  pursue;  and, 
dosbtlesB,  Governor  Strong^s  "moral  and  re- 
opens" Aiends  could  find  some  ezooses  for 
Ii^.  I  do  not  fear  Eof^d:  we  have 
beaten  her  in  two  wara — one,  at  ul  events — 
though,  in  the  last,  ve  ooped  with  fbarfal 
odds:  with  Britain  from  without,  and  a  fearful 
flppotition  from  within — an  opp<»ition  now  at 
toe  head  of  affiurs.  Bot,  whilst  I  do  not  fear 
England,  I  know  her  power ;  it  is  vast ;  nor 
would  I,  for  light  causes,  disturb  that  power. 
Her  thousand  slups  of  war,  and  hundreds  of 
UionBands  of  men,  and  mUlions  of  money,  are 
not  trifles  to  be  overlooked  in  political  ar- 
rugemeDts. 

Great  Britain,  I  have  said,  will  be  compelled 
to  a  war  against  na,  to  preserve  her  own 
.  Mdonies,  and  her  snlgects  from  massacre.  She 
lua,  in  the  West  Indies,  seventeen  colonies ; 
incladiog,  in  this  number,  two  in  Sonth  Amer- 
ica, that  of  Demarara  and  Berbice.  Her  terri- 
t'lnal  extent  is  vast,  sending  directly  to  Great 
Britain,  annoally,  immense  qoantitieB  o£  sugar, 
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coffee,  and  mm,  to  say  nothing  of  thousands 
of  other  articles  of  commerce,  the  growth  and 
products  of  these  colonies.  Besides  all  this, 
she  has  from  six  to  seven  hundred  thonsand 
slavesy  which,  if  the  doctrine  incnloated  by 
these  new  BepuUics  prev^  will  be  incited  to 
rebellion,  and  England  be  downed  to  witness 
the  scenes  of  S^nt  Domingo  acted  over  again, 
in  her  own  colonies.  Kot  loss  important  la 
Jamaica,  Demarara,  Berbice,  and  Trinidad,  to 
her,  in  tiie  conduct  and  protection  of  her  com- 
merce everywhere.  When  she  loses  these, 
her  commercial  greatness  is  on  the  wane.  It 
would  be  nothing  short  of  folly  to  believe, 
that  she  woald  jeopardize  these  territories,  or 
permit  them  to  be  torn  from  her  by  revolution, 
when  we  know  that  she  taxes  the  same  pro- 
ducts highw  from  any  other  part  of  the  worid 
than  from  these  colonies,  by  ten  ahillings  a 
hundred  weight.  Let  ns  not  deceive  onrs^e^ 
or  be  tempted  to  change  onr  relations  with 
other  powers — we  have  prospered,  we  do  pros- 
per, and  are  at  peaoe. 

Loud  cries  for  the  qnestion  now  resounded 
from  all  udes  of  the  House. 
.  The  question  was  finally  taken  on  tiie  amend- 
ment of  llr.  UoLasb,  and  decided  in  the 
aflBrmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  69,  nays  86. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Oommittee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  ICoLani — 

Hr.  Stobbs  demanded  Uiat  it  should  be  de- 
cided byy^  and  nays:  which  waa  ordered 
by  tiie  Hoose,  pending  which  motion, 

The  House  acyonraed. 


Fbidat,  April  21. 
Mittion  to  Panama. 
After  some  observations,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  resolution  of  tiie  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  as  amended  on  tiie  motion  of 
Mr.  MoLans,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  54,  nays  148. 
So  the  resolution  was  r^eoted. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
tiie  enacting  words  of  the  bill,  and  dedded  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  61,  nays 
184. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ingclause. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  read- 
ing to-morrow, 
And  the  Honse  a^onmed. 

■  — 

Satdkdat,  April  S9. 
MmUm  to  Panama. 
An  engrossed  bill  "  making  an  appropriatioa 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  appointment  of  a 
mission  to  uie  Gonffress  of  Panama,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Basset  demanded  that  the  qnestitm  aa. 
the  pn<"iage  (tf  this  bill  dioold  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 
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TiM  yeas  and  naje  were  ordered  hj  the 
House. 

Hr.  HcDcFviB  then  row  and  taid : 
ISx.  Speaker :  As  we  hare  at  length  readhed 
the  last  act  of  this  great  drama,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  take  leave  or  this  mission  to  Panama, 
without  saying  a  few  words,  by  way  of  parting 
benediction.  As  this  Honse  has  solenmly  re- 
solved that  it  is  inexpedient  that  our  Bepresent- 
ativos  should  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  Cooncil,  on  the  only  snijjeots  on  which 
we  have  been  invited  to  participate,  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  Ur.  Sergeant  and  Mr.  Ander- 
etm  will  proceed,  with  aU  doe  "  pomp  and  cir- 
oomstance,"  to  Panama;  present  themselves 
before  the  Oooncil  of  Ainphictyous ;  make  a 
profonnd  bow  in  the  sacred  name  of  libert;, 
Dnndle  ixp  th^  baggage,  and  return  home 
with  all  convenient  ezMdition.  And,  shr, 
having  divested  this  mission  of  its  tra^iul  at- 
tributes, and  left  nothing  but  an  empty  pageant 
— a  solemn  farce  to  be  acted  by  the  Executive 
— confess  that  I  have  no  serious  apprehen- 
edons  that  much  evil  will  grow  ont  of  it  Bnt 
still  I  cannot  vote  for  this  appropriation.  For, 
though  I  never  have  been  a  stickler  upon  ques- 
tions of  proper  expenditure,  I  am  unwilling  to 
pay  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  pleasure  of  being  ridiculous,  and  the 
privile^  of  being  langhed  at.  But,  as  the 
Administradon  have  determined  to  go  forth 
blindfolded,  and  with  their  hands  tied  behind 
them,  tilting  agwnst — I  will  not  say  wind- 
mills, bnt  the  shadows  of  wind-mills — have 
only  to  say,  and  I  do  it  in  all  sincerity,  God 
grant  them  a  safe  and  a  speedy  deliverance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  its  passage, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmsr 
tive,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Uessrs.  Adams  of  N.  T.,  Addanu  of  Pa., 
Allen  of  Mass.,  Anderson,  Annstroog,  Bailey,  Bad- 
ger, Baldwin,  Barttett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Cono.,  Bar- 
ney, Baylies,  Beecher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Iii>.'J  i  c ,  Brnirn, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burges,  I'iiriihri  lrng, 
Cassedy,  Clarke,  Condict,  Cooke,  Cnnuiinsliii^ld, 
Sorsey,  Dwight,  Eastman,  Edwards  oi'  I'u..  E^^itiU, 
Everett,  Rndlay  of  Penn.,  fladUy  of  Ohio,  Fosdick, 
Oamsey,  Oarrison,  Gurley,  Harris,  HaHiironcfe,  Hay- 
den,  Healey,  Hempbill,  Henry,  Herricl,  Hultiombe, 
Hugunin,  Humphrey,  logersolt,  JeoniDgs  of  Indiana, 
Johnson  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Ya.,  James 
Johnson,  Franda  Johnson,  Kellogg,  Eerr,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Liv- 
ingBton,  Locke,  HaUary,  Harkcll,  Markley,  Hartin- 
dale,  Martin,  Marvin  of  N.  T.,  Mattocks,  McLane 
of  Del.,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mercer,  Menrin  of  Conn., 
Metcalfe,  Miller  of  N.  T.,  Miner,  James  S.  MitcheU, 
John  Mitchell,  MitcheU  of  Md.,  Moore  of  Ky., 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Pearce,  Porter,  PoweU,  Reed, 
Bose,  Boss,  Sands,  Scott,  Sill,  Sloane,  Sprague, 
Stevenaoa  of  Pa.,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va.,  Test,  Tfaomson  of  Penn., 
TbompBon  of  Ohio,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
v.  J.,  Van  Home,  Tan  Rensselaer,  Tance,  Yar- 
num,  Yopplanck,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weem/i,  Whipple,  White,  Whittemore,  Whittlesey, 
WickMe,  Williams,  James  Wilscm,  Hienty  Wilson, 
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Wilson  of  CHiio,  Wood  of  N,  T.,  Wri^  Wnrta» 
Tonnif— 184. 
Natb.— Messra.  Alexander  itf  Va.,  Alexander  of 

Teno.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Akton,  Angel,  Archer,  Aab- 
ley,  Barbour  of  Ya.,  Bassett,  Blair,  Bryan,  Campbell, 
Gaison,  Carter,  Cary,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  Connor, 
Crump,  Davenport,  Deitx,  Drayton,  Edwards  of 
C,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamett,  Gist,  Govan,  Harvey, 
Haynes,  Hines,  Hofftaiso,  Holmes,  Eoustoo,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Kremer,  I^e  Compte,  Long,  Mangum,  Mar^ 
able,  McOoy,  McDofBe,  McEcan,  McNeill,  Mitchell 
of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  AU^  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk, 
Rires,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Smith,  Tattnall,  lliomp- 
son  of  Georgia,  Treivant,  Tooker  of  S.  Cl,  Unhon 
of  S.  0.— 60. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

HoNDAT,  April  34. 
SewhiUonarjf  Offictn. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  Hr.  Hucphili.  asked  the 
House  to  take  np  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
surviving  ofBcers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 

Hr.  HaMPmix  addressed  the  committee  as 
follows : 

The  ofBcers  of  the  army,  ind^>endent  <tf 
their  miUtair  occupations,  had,  in  common 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  to  bear  losses,  occa- 
sioned by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  of 
the  country,  and  the  precarious  uncertainly 
of  the  times.  Th^  had  to  bear  more  thao 
their  fair  proportion  xA.  dvU  misfortunes,  aa 
their  famiues  and  estatea  v««  \i&  without 
their  personal  care  and  protection.  After  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  not  long 
nntil  Congress  witnessed,  in  the  progress  of 
the  war,  that  the  army  had  suffered  by  bad 
appointments,  and  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
successful  issue  of  the  contest  that  troops 
should  be  well  officered;  and  they  resolved 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  severd  States  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  that  men  of  honor 
and  known  abilities  be  appointed  to  the  ser- 
vice ;  and,  on  the  Tth  of  October,  1776,  they 
resolved,  that,  as  an  encouragement  for  gentie- 
men  of  abilities  to  engnge  as  commissioned  offi- 
cers, in  the  troops  to  oe  raised  to  serve  during 
the  war,  tii^  monthly  pay  should  be  increased. 
Notwithstanding  this  resuve,  dissatisfaction  in 
tiie  army,  owing  to  wants  and  hardships,  exist- 
ed, and  gradimlly  increased,  and  Congress, 
aware  that  the  preservation  and  subordiuati(Hk 
of  the  army  depended  mainly  on  its  officers, 
resolved  that  thoso  who  should  continue  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  have  half 
pay  for  seven  years  from  the  establishment  of 
peace.  The  difficulties,  however,  remained, 
and  still  increased ;  as  the  army  was  not  regu- 
larly paid,  and,  when  pmd,  it  was  in  depreci- 
ated currency.  In  this  situation  of  affairs,  the 
Commander-in-Chie^  in  his  letter  of  the  29th 
of  January,  1778,  to  a  committee  of  Consreea, 
at  the  camp,  said  that  something  must  be  cone ; 
important  alterations  must  be  made :  for,  with- 
out it,  if  the  dissolution  of  the  army  should 
not  be  the  consequence,  at  least  its  operations 
must  infidUblj  be  feeUie,  langnid,  ana  iueffieo- 
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toaL  Without  officers,  he  said,  an  armj  ooold 
not  edst ;  and  that  onder  their  present  embar- 
raaamenta,  few  of  them  would  be  able,  if  will- 
ing, to  continne  in  the  service  for  the  war.  He 
then  undertook  to  prove  the  neoeesit;-  of  half 
paj  and  penflionary  establiahmente.  Few  men, 
he  said,  are  oiquble  of  making  continued  sacri- 
fices of  all  viem  of  private  mterest ;  and  that 
it  was  in  to  excl&hu  against  the  depravity 
vt  hmnan  nature  on  this  aoconnt;  we  most 
ehaoge  the  constitntion  of  man  before  we  can 
make  it  otherwise.  While  an  officer,  inatead  of 
gaining  any  thing,  is  impoverished  by  his  oom- 
nusnon,  there  can  be  no  saffioient  tie  apon 
him ;  and  it  would  be  a  comfortless  reflection 
to  any  man,  that,  after  he  may  have  oontribnted 
to  secoring  the  rights  of  his  oonntry,  at  the 
lisk  of  his  life  and  ruin  of  his  forttme,  there 
would  be  no  provision  made  to  prevent  himself 
and  Cunilj  from  sinkiag  into  in^genoe  and 
wretdiednesi^  Kothing,  he  said,  in  his  oinn- 
\aa^  would  serra  more  powerftilly  to  reanimate 


their  zeal  than  half  pay  and  pensionary  estab- 
lishments ;  as  it  wouldj  in  a  great  degree,  re- 
Ueve  the  painful  anticipation  of  leaving  their 
widows  and  orphans  a  burthen  on  the  charity 
of  tlieir  ooantry ;  and  it  would  dispel  the  up- 
^nh&mon  of  personal  distress  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  from  having  tlirown  them- 
■dves  out  of  professions  and  employments 
which  they  might  not  have  It  in  their  power  to 
Ksnme.  He  urged  his  sentiments,  he  ob- 
served, with  the  more  freedom,  beoaose  he 
could  not  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  the 
establishment. 

Congress  being  In^ired  wiUi  the  same  love 
of  ooDntry,  and  sewng  the  actual  necessity  of 
the  case,  ac^  on  the  l?th  of  August,  1779, 
resolved,  "That  it  be  recommended  to  the  sev- 
ttd  States  to  grant  half  pay  for  life  to  the  offi- 
ces who  should  oontinue  in  the  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war."  But  this  reoommendation 
was  not  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the 
Btat«B.  At  this  period,  the  issue  of  the  war 
was  uncertain,  and  in  great  danger,  and  the 
oneaBinesa  among  the  whok  troops  had  become 
alsnoing.  General  Washington  again,  on  the 
|C^h  of  Augost,  17S0,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
rnddent  of  CoQ^<eBB^  ot  whicJi  the  following 
iiaD  extract: 

**I  oanoot  foriwar  retnning,  in  tUs pUoe,  to  the 
MOMdty  of  a  more  ample  and  equal  jnovision  for 
us  umy.  The  iGsconteDts  on  this  head  have  been 
Ci^doaUy  matored  to  &  diiageroas  sztremity ;  there 
tn  many  aymirtoms  that  alarm  and  diatress  me. 
EndenTora  «^  usius  to  unite  both  officers  and  men 
•  general  refusal  of  the  money,  and  some  corps 
BOW  actually  decline  receiving  it.  Every  method  baa 
hsui  taken  to  counteract  it,  because  such  a  combi- 
Mtion  b  the  army  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  our  de- 
oiting  curreaoy ;  the  most  moderate  inriat  that  the 
■eeonnts  of  depreciation  ought  to  be  ISqutdated  at 
*«ted  periods,  and  certificates  given  by  Govern- 
■ttat  for  the  sums  due.  They  will  not  be  satisfied 
*iw  »  general  declaration  that  it  shall  be  made 
KMd.  This  is  one  iDStaaoe  of  oomi^aint;  there  are 
<>lw>sqpil^aKiotiiL  Among  tiM  BWMt  ssBioas,  is 


the  inequality  of  [vovision  made  by  the  Beveral 
Statas.  Fenn^lvaoia  maintdns  her  officers  in  a 
decent  manner ;  she  has  given  them  half  pay  for 
life.  What  a  dUl^ranoe  between  their  sitoatioa  and 
that  of  the  officers  of  any  other  line  in  the  army  t 
some  of  whom  are  so  aotaally  destitute  of  clothing 
aa  to  be  unfit  for  duty,  and  obliged,  from  that  cause 
alone,  to  confine  themselves  to  their  quarters.  I 
have  often  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the 
half  pay  provision  Is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  politic 
and  elTectual  that  con  be  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
if  something  satia&ctory  be  not  done,  the  army,  al- 
ready so  much  reduced  in  officers,  by  daily  resigna- 
tions, OS  not  to  have  a  soffldency  to  do  the  common 
daties  of  it,  must  either  cease  to  exist  at  the  end  of 
the  campoi^  or  it  wIO  exhibit  an  example  of  more 
virtue,  fortitude,  self-denial,  and  perseveroQce,  than 
has,  perhaps,  ever  yet  beenparalMed  in  the  his- 
tory of  human  enthnnasm.  The  dissolution  o!  the 
army  is  an  event  that  cannot  be  regarded  with  in- 
difl^enoe:  it  would  bring  accumulated  ^ress 
upon  OS ;  it  would  throw  the  people  of  America  into 
general  consternation ;  it  would  discredit  our  cause 
throughout  the  world;  it  would  shock  our  Allies: 
To  think  of  replacing  the  officers  with  others,  la 
vidonary ;  the  loss  of  the  veteran  soldier  could  not 
be  replaced." 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  paper 
money  became  so  bad  that  It  was  no  longer 
offered  in  payment ;  in  this  year,  also,  was  the 
defection  of  Amol%  and  the  fall  of  Oharleston. 
Under  these  eironmstanoee,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendations  to  the  States  not  being 
complied  with,  and  the  urgent  solicitations  of 
the  Oommander-in-Ciiief^  Oongress  were  in- 
duced, on  the  2l8t  October,  1780,  to  resolve, 
that  half  p^  for  life  he  granted  to  the  officers 
in  the  army  oi  ib»  tJnited  States  who  shall 
oonUnue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
There  were  several  intervening  and  sabseqaent 
resolves,  all  of  whioh  need  not  be  referred  to : 
the  resolve  of  1780  being  tbe  principal  one  by 
which  the  public  faith  of  the  nation  was  sol- 
emnly pledged,  and  on  the  fmthful  discharge  of 
the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  officers  un- 
der it,  depended  the  liberties  and  salvation  of 
the  country.  This  compact  of  the  Gk)vernment 
was  noble  and  just :  it  infused,  for  a  time,  a 
spirit  of  contentment  among  the  officers,  but 
that  was  all:  th«r  arrearages  remained  nn- 
pud,  and  their  acoonnts  aoMttled ;  their  dis- 
tresses and  aaorifices  daily  increased,  and  their 
patience  and  patriotinn  had  more  dimonltlea  to 
encounter  than  had  ever  before  fallen  to  the 
fortune  of  any  army.  For  upwards  of  two 
years  the  officers  remained  without  any  pay, 
and  they  had  to  procure  their  clothing  by  tneir 
own  means,  and  through  their  friends.  The 
Sitnation  of  the  soldiers  was  something  better, 
as  they  were  provided  with  clothes;  though 
at  this  period,  their  supply  was  deficient,  still 
there  were  instances  of  their  refusing  to  accept 
of  commissions,  because  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  find  their  own  clothing.  A  description 
of  the  situation  at  the  army  is  ^ven  by  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  InDecemher,  1782,  the  officers 
of  the  tamj  addresBed  Ckmf^ea^  in  behalf  <4 
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tfaemMlves  and  their  brethren,  the  soldiers,  to 
make  manifest  to  Congress  the  diBtresses  nnder 
vhich  thej  labored ;  that  they  bad  strolled 
with  diffienlties,  year  after  year,  nnder  hopes 
tbat  each  would  be  the  last,  bnt  they  had  been 
disappoiiited ;  that  their  embarruBments  bad 
ttuckened  bo  fast  that  many  (tf  them  were  un- 
able to  go  Aiither.  To  prove  their  hardships, 
they  referred  to  the  Paymaster's  accounts  for 
the  last  foar  years ;  that,  although  the  States 
had  given  certificates  for  pay  dne,  for  part  of 
the  time,  they  had  sank  in  valne  to  little  or 
nothing ;  and,  as  trifling  as  they  were,  many 
bad  been  nnder  the  sad  necessity  of  parting 
with  them  to  prevent  their  fiuniliea  from  actu- 
ally starving.  They  represented  that  shadows 
had  been  offered  to  them,  while  the  snbstance 
had  been  deaned  by  others,  and  that  their  dis- 
tressea  had  now  been  bron^^t  to  a  point ;  that 
fhe^  had  borne  all  that  men  oonld  bear ;  that 
fheir  property  was  expended,  and  their  re- 
•onroes  at  an  end ;  and  that  their  friends  were 
wearied  ont  witii  their  inceseant  applications ; 
&at  the  nnensiness  of  the  eoldiers,  for  want  of 
pay,  was  great  and  dangeroos,  and  fnrtber  ex- 
periments on  their  patience  might  have  fatal 
effects.  They  described  the  deplorable  situa- 
tion of  the  army,  as  to  rations,  clothing,  and 
pay.  They  spoke  of  the  half  pay  as  an  honor- 
able and  jast  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered, and  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  human  nar 
tare,  that  there  would  be  none  so  hardened  in 
the  sin  of  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  justice  of 
the  reward ;  bat  that,  if  objeotions  to  the  mode 
only  were  raised,  to  preserve  the  harmony  of 
the  community,  they  were  willing  to  com- 
mute the  half  f&j  pledged,  for  full  pay  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gross. 
They  entreated  that  Oongrees,  to  oonvlaee  the 
army  and  the  world  that  the  independence  of 
America  should  not  be  placed  on  the  ruins  of 
any  particular  class,  wonld  point  out  some 
mode  of  immediate  redress. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  in  relation  to 
ttte  officers  are  notorious.  On  the  21st  of 
Uardi,  1768,  Goiu^ress  resolved,  that  five  years' 
ftiU  pay  should  be  given  to  the  offiiwra,  in 
money,  or  in  securities,  hearing  an  Interest  of 
six  per  cent  per  annum,  as  shoold  be  most 
oonvenient  to  Oongress,  to  be  paid  as  other 
creditors  of  the  UDited  States,  in  lien  of  hdf 
pay  for  life :  provided,  however,  that  this  com- 
mutation be  accept«d  by  lines  and  corps,  and 
not  by  oflicers  individn^ly,  and  that  such  ao- 
oeptance  or  refusal  should  bo  signified  by  the 
Oommander-in-Chief  to  Oongress,  from  the 
lines  under  his  immediate  command,  in  two 
months.  This  resolution  depended  entirely  on 
the  success  of  applications  to  be  made  to  the 
respective  States  to  place  fimds  in  Uie  power 
of  Oongress.  And,  on  the  18th  of  April,  the 
3d  of  May,  1788,  and  a7tfa  of  May,  1784,  re- 
solves passed  that  requisitions  sbonld  be  made 
to  the  several  States  to  provide  fhnds  to  enable 
Oongress  to  discharge  the  well-earned  daes  of 
the  annv.  Bat  these  reqaisitions  of  Oongress, 


on  the  several  States,  entirdy  ffdled :  so  that, 
contrary  to  the  expectatims  of  all  the  parties, 
Oongress  was  without  any  means  either  to  pi^^ 
money  for  these  c(Hnmat^ion  oertificatea,  or  t» 
convert  them  into  seeariHes  which  wonld  oohh 
mand  money.  The  resnlt  was  that  nothing 
was  paid,  and  the  oommntatt(m  certificates  de- 
preciated to  about  ^ht  for  one.  This  was  ft 
period  in  which  the  offioers  stood  in  the  most 
urgent  need  of  money ;  as,  in  October,  1788, 
Oongress  had  discharged  thoee  who  had  been 
engaged  for  the  war.  Thus  was  an  anpud 
army  di^rsed,  and  all  the  ofaeeriug  prospects 
with  which  they  had  been  fiattered,  by  the  re- 
solves of  1760  and  1768,  at  once  vani^ed  from 
their  sight.  Necessity  obliged  the  most  of 
them  to  part  with  their  certificates  at  about  one 
year's  hdf  pay.  In  tiiis  condition  the  situadon 
of  the  officers  remained  for  ei^t  years,  nntil 
after  the  eonstitatiou  and  the  landing  system 
were  established,  whsn  the  certificates  were 
ftinded  in  the  hands  of  the  then  hcddera,  at 
three  per  cent,  interest  on  the  arrears  of  inter- 
est,  and  with  a  suspension  of  interest  on  one- 
third  of  tiie  principal  for  ten  years;  so  that 
the  amount  of  stock  received,  redu(^  to  six 
per  cent.,  was  scarcdy  eqnal  to  the  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  at  that  time  for  half 
pay,  under  the  act  of  the  2l8t  of  October, 
1780.  But  even  this  security  for  their  wages, 
on  these  onequal  terms,  came  too  late  for  the 
officers,  as  the  certificates  of  most  of  them 
were  then  gone  into  the  hands  of  speculators ; 
and  it  was  not  in  th^  power  to  regain  them. 
The  inabili^  of  the  Government  to  perform  its  ' 
contract  brought  this  distress  upon  them ;  tbcnr 
wants  had  to  be  complied  with  as  far  as  the 
certificates  wonld  go :  and  to  this,  it  is  to  be 
added,  that,  when  the  army  was  disbanded, 
two  years  of  their  pay  remained  unpud ;  and 
the  evidences  of  these  arrears  bad  to  share  the 
same  fate  with  the  oommntation  certificates.  ' 
The  officers  had  no  control  over  necessity ; 
and  nothing  of  their  two  years'  pay  and  the 
half  pay  for  life  has  been  enjoyed  by  them,  ex-  i 
cept  the  mere  shadow.  This  is  the  mmple  nar- 
rative of  their  case,  as  it  has  remained  for  up- 
wards of  forty  years. 

After  a  lapse  ot  so  many  years,  it  vill  leadi 
ly  be  perceived  how  dlffionlt  it  is  to  settle  the 
claims  of  the  Revolntioaary  officers  on  any 
principle  that  may  be  deemed  accurate,  and 
corresponding  with  the  various  views  that  are 
entertained  on  the  snbjeet  The  principle  on 
which  former  committees  have  gone,  is  that  of 
deducting  from  the  arrears  of  half  pay,  com- 
puted from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the 
present  time,  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the 
commutation  certificates,  and  paying  the  sur- 
viving officers  the  balance,  if  it  did  not  exceed 
a  million;  and  henceforward,  during  the  re- 
raainder  of  their  lives,  paying  the  half  pay 
stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  1780.  £ven  tba 
mode  of  settiement,  which  is  the  most  &v(^ 
able  to  the  officers  oi  any  snggested,  snbjeots 
them  to  all  the  losses  oooaisioned  by  the  d^ne- 
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litlka  of  the  oommntation  oertifioates.  An- 
other mode  suggests  itself :  that  of  paying  the 
foil  amoant  of  the  five  jears'  fall  pay,  with 
intwest,  aa  the  officers  in  reality  never  received 
it,  and  that  owing  to  no  blame  on  their  part. 
The  character  of  the  services,  and  the  happy 
oonaeqneQces  which  have  flowed  from  them, 
calls  oar  attention  to  another  mode,  by  which 
the  Treasury  of  the  country  will  lose  nothing ; 
and  tills  can  only  be  done  hj  oahnOating,  as 
Mariy  as  poaaible,  the  amoant  which  the 
Troaaoiy  has  aotually  gained,  and  it  will  appear 
that  it  amonntfl,  at  this  day,  to  a  Tery  oonsid- 
mUe  mm,  out  of  the  stipends  of  each  snrviv- 
iiig  captain  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
And  even  this  mode,  which  a  high-minded 
GoTwnment  cannot  regard  as  onfur,  leaves  the 
officers  to  bear  the  losses  of  the  commatation 
certificates,  which  they  were  obliged  to  part 
with  in  the  hoar  of  their  urgent  need,  in  real- 
itj  for  nothing  more  than  abont  an  anticipation 
of  one  year's  half  pay.  Bat  I  will  refrain,  for 
the  present,  trom  any  farther  remarks,  or  any 
•Ddearor  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rales  of 
ac^wledged  law.  It  most  be  manifost  to 
every  one,  that  the  eqaitable  oironmstanoes  in 
fiiTor  of  the  offleen  are  strong  and  powerM ; 
tnd  if  we  confine  oaraetves  only  to  the  two 
period!  of  the  commatation  certificatefl,  and 
the  funding  system,' ample  reasons  mi^  be  as- 
%iied  to  support  this  equitable  claim.  By  the 
fimding  syst^n,  the  Treasnry  guned,  by  sns- 
peoding  interest  on  one-third  of  the  principal 
ror  ten  years,  and  by  paying  only  three  per 
cenL  interest  on  the  arrears  of  interest ;  bat 
the  (ffinciples  of  equity  do  not  stop  here ;  it 
vuthe  anderstandmff  of  the  resolve  of  1788, 
that  the  (dKoers  ■boold  receive  money,  or  cer- 
tiloitas  vhioh  would  be  eqaivalent  to  money : 
this  vu  their  azpeotation ;  this  formed  the  in- 
Aioemait  for  uie  aooeptanoe,  by  lines  and 
cnpa,  of  these  oertifloates :  for  it  is  not  con- 
citvable  that  men  in  their  senses  would  agree 
to  reodve  a  less  sum  for  a  greater,  tmless  the 
kswr  sum  was  to  be  paid  in  oash,  ot  better 
asenred. 

The  object  was,  to  place  some  fands  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  who  were  then  about  to 
diuge  their  sitaation  from  a  military  to  a  civil 
fift^  to  maUe  them  to  oommenoe  in  civil  occu- 
pstaois.  This  was  their  onderstandioff ;  but 
tUi  teascMiable  expectation  was  soon  baffled. 
The  money  was  not  p^d — the  seoarity  was  not 
Jureased— and  the  oertifioates  simk  to  a  trifle. 
The  officers  had  nothing  in  their  power  bat  to 
vitaeas  this  new  disappohitmen^  which  de- 
itroyed  all  hopes  oi  their  stipulated  reward, 
whidi  they  had  earned,  by  sacrificing  the  best 
put  of  their  lives  in  an  arduoas  and  bloody 
war  of  eight  years.  The  inability  on  the  part 
<rf  the  Government  to  perform  its  contract, 
impelled  the  officers  to  part  with  their  oertifl- 
tttea,  at  the  reduced  prices  that  have  been 
■witioDed.  To  the  gain  of  tiie  Government, 
vj  sQgpending  interest  on  one- third  of  the 
IriaB^ilfDrtea  Teari,  and  fiuding  the  arrean 
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of  interest,  at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent, 
ought,  on  principles  of  fairness  and  equity,  to 
be  added  a  sum  equivalent  to  their  many  ^s* 
^pointments. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  various  as- 
pects which  the  subject  presented,  found  a  dif- 
ficulty to  determine  what  coarse  to  pursue; 
especially  as  the  subject,  on  the  ground  of  con- 
tract, had  been  twice  reported  to  the  House, 
and  not  Bostaiued. 

It  was  ooncdaded,  nptm  the  whole,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  grant  a  sam  in  gross,  to  be 
divided  among  the  officers  who  are  living,  and 
to  close  the  doors  ageinst  all  fatare  daims. 
This  mod^  it  was  thought,  woold,  bett^M*  than 
any  other,  a«eommodate  itself  to  the  various  , 
opinions  entertained  on  the  subject,  some  being 
fonnded  on  contract,  some  on  the  principles  of 
equity,  and  some  in  favor  of  a  gratuitous  grant. 
This  opinion  was  also  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  all  previous  laws  on  the  sab- 
jeot  of  pennons,  had  been  confined  to  the  Ut- 
ing,  and  that  nothing  had  been  extended  to 
heirs  or  representatives,  which  would  lead  to 
extent  and  uncertainty ;  and,  as  the  chil- 
oannot  be  young,  they  may  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  maintain  themselves,  and  can 
found  no  oltdm  except  on  strict  right.  And  in 
convernng  on  this  sobjeot  with  many,  it 
seemed  to  be  a  prevail Ing  sentiment,  that  a  re- 
spectable sum  in  gross  should  be  awarded,  to 
be  divided  among  uiem  according  to  tbdr  con- 
tinental rank  and  yearly  pay. 

Mr.  HiicpHiLL  condadea  by  moving  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  impropriation  with  the  words 
"  one  million  of  dollars." 

A  debate  now  commenced,  which  continued 
tall  four  o'clock,  in  which  Ibssrs.  Aibton, 
HrrOHEix,  d  Tennessee,  and  UoCot,  wposed, 
and  Mesna.  Smith,  AifDsaarar,  Bibd,  £biilu 
Dwiesr,  Bvooasas,  and  HoMPBsn,  advooated 
the  bill 

The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Hr.  &oxh 
in  support  of  the  bill : 

Hr.  Chairman :  Before  the  erase  of  the  com* 
mitteO'  is  taken  upon  this  bill^  I  must  be  in- 
dulged with  a  very  brief  exposition  of  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  me  to  give  it  my  sup- 
port. The  right  of  the  claimants  to  its  trenefits, 
IS  founded  upon  a  solemn  contract,  solemnly 
and  delii>erately  entered  into,  between  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolutionary  army  and  their  Gov- 
ernment. The  evidence  of  this  contract  (ren- 
dered peculiarly  obligatory  by  the  ui«ency  of 
the  oooarion  which  produced  it)  is  to  be  found 
in  a  resolve  adopted  by  Congress  in  the  month 
of  October,  1?80,  granting  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  should  cootinue  in  service  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  half  pay  for  life.  This  re- 
solve constitutes  the  basis  of  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  grant,  and  of  the  right  of 
the  offioer  to  receive,  the  stipulated  compensa- 
tion. Tliat  we  may,  Mr.  Chairman,  form  a 
jnster  conception  of  the  solemnity  of  this  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties to  it,  it  may  not  be  improper,  perhi^a,  to 
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advert,  for  a  single  moment,  to  the  circnm- 
itanoea  which  preceded  and  led  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolve  just  indicated.  The  pecuniary 
embarrassment  of  the  Government,  connected 
with  onr  snccessfol  resistance  to  British  tyran- 
ny Slid  oppression,  is  a  £act  of  universal  noto- 
riety. It  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  that 
ever-memorable  struggle,  and  imparts  addi- 
tional lustre  to  its  happy  termination.  Were  it 
necessuy  to  furnish  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
eoold  am>eal  to  the  recorded  history  of  that 
eventful  cMiflict^  and  to  the  few  surviving  wit- 
nesses who  yet  linger  among  iul  ezhibi^;,  in 
their  persons,  the  moamfol  evidences  or  de* 
parted,  strength,  bnt  whose  memories  still  re- 
tain the  stron^et  reooUeotion  of  {he  deeply 
interesting  evenU  of  a  period  infinitely  the 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  In 
their  personal  sufferings  and  privations,  you 
would  find  abundant  proof  of  the  very  limited 
means  of  the  Government.  It  is  true,  their 
wants  were  bnt  few,  bnt,  few  as  they  were, 
they  could  not  command  the  scanty  means  ne- 
cessary to  supply  th«n.  What  were  the  conse- 
quences of  this  state  of  things)  Besi^ations 
were  fteqnent,  the  vablio  service  abandoned, 
and  a  diseolntlon  of  the  armv  serionsly  appre- 
hended. The  crwt  was  tru^  alarming.  The 
evil,  big  with  dan^  to  the  best  and  brightest 
hopes  of  the  patriot,  demanded  an  immediate 
and  efficient  remedy.  The  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try, always  cool  and  collected  in  the  nudst  of 
difficulties,  and  equal  to  every  tiial,  correctly 
appreciating  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and 
the  fearfnl  result  it  portended,  suggested  the 
proper  corrective.  He  recommends  to  Con- 
gress the  adoption  of  the  very  measure  which 
is  the  foundation  of  the  present  claim.  In  obe- 
dience to  this  recommendation,  which  alike 
comports  with  the  dictates  of  Jomce  and  expe- 
diency, OongresB,  in  the  montii  of  Ootober, 
1780,  resolved,  "that  snch  officers  as  should 
continue  in  the  miliary  service  of  the  country 
to  the  close  of  the  war,  ahoold  be  entitied  to 
half  pay  for  life."  This  provision  was  ten- 
dered to,  and  accepted  by,  tne  officers,  individ- 
ually, and  thus  was  a  contract,  solemnly,  delib- 
erately, and  voluntarily  entered  into,  Eietween 
them  and  their  Government.  The  Government 
promised  a  compensation  which  would  render 
the  veteran  in  its  service  comfortable  in  the 
winter  of  old  age,  and,  in  consideration  of  this 
promise,  he  pledged  the  best  services  of  bis 
best  days  to  tne  end  of  the  contest.  What  en* 
gagement  more  obligatory!  What  contract 
conld  create  a  dearer  right,  or  impose  a 
stronger  obligation  I  In  my  humble  judgment, 
ncme.  The  services  of  the  officer  were  indis- 
pensable in  the  vindication  and  maintenance  of 
our  just  r^i;hta ;  his  skill  and  experience  neces- 
sary in  conducting  the  war  to  a  safe  and  hon- 
orable termination — the  establishment  of  Nsr 
tional  Independence.  On  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cer, tiie  promised  reward  cheered  his  hopes, 
and  animated  his  exertions.  He  looked  with 
confidence  to  it)      the  means  which  vonld 
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potect  him  from  pennry  and  want,  when  time 

had  wasted  his  strength,  and  disqualified  him 
from  engaging  in  the  bus^  scenes  and  active 
pursuits  of  life.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  that  no 
contract  is  more  solemn,  whether  we  regard 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  or 
the  objects  intended  to  be  accomplished.  Let 
us  then  briefiy  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  this  contract  has  been  performed  by  the 
respective  parties  to  it.  By  the  office,  how- 
has  it  been  performed  ?  Foregoing  all  the  com- 
forts of  his  fireside,  and  the  endearments  of 
dranestic  lift^  he  hu  ezecated  it  to  the  rtrj 
letter— ^e  has  executed  it  in  toQ  and  in  nifibr- 
ing;  many  a  well-fought  battie,  succesnvo 
days,  which  ever  found  him  at  his  post  in  the 
midst  of  danger,  and  sleeplefla  nights,  bear  wit* 
nesa  to  the  mot.  His  blood  fbniisfaed  hontv^ 
able  and  impressive  testimony  of  faithfol  aer^ 
vice.  Indeed,  every  leaf  of  our  Bevolntionary 
history  discloses  some  splendid  instance  of 
devotion  to  the  great  canse  of  liberty.  In  a 
word,  his  services  were  not  gmdgin^y  con- 
tributed, bat  zealoasly  and  honestly  rendered, 
not  for  a  month  or  year,  but  to  tiie  end  of  the 
confiict  Pannit  me  now  to  ad:,  whether  the 
Government  has  performed  its  part  of  the  om- 
tract!  Has  the  ori|pnal  stipnWtm  been  oarw 
ried  into  execution,  aceor^ng  to  its  tme  intent 
and  meaning?  Has  the  ^edged  faith  of  the 
nation  been  redeemed  t  How  can  these  ques- 
tions be  answered,  withont  involving  the  Got- 
emment  and  nation  in  a  charge  of  t^e  grossest 
injustice  ?  Satisfaction,  sir,  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  Years  have  gone  by,  and  most  ^ 
our  Bevolntionary  beroes  have  descended  to 
the  tomb :  and  yet  the  contract  remains  to  be 
executed  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Can 
we  i^eld  ourselves  against  the  demand,  under 
the  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations  t  It  ia 
not,  and  will  not  be  pretODided,  that  we  can, 
and,  if  we  could,  who  is  1h«e  willing  to  rely 
upon  it  i  Not  one  member  this  committed 
I  am  satisfied.  Can  we  claim  the  benefit  ci 
a  release  I  How,  and  in  what  manner,  have 
we  been  released  from  our  obligations  f  Does 
the  resolve  of  1788,  substituting  the  five  years' 
full  pay  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  operate  a  dis* 
charge  of  our  undertaking!  This  resolve,  at 
first  view,  oertunly  looks  something  like  a  die- 
charge;  bnt  a  little  refiecticn  will,  I  think^ 
correct  this  first  impression.  The  election 
given  by  it,  either  to  take  the  five  years^  fall 
pay,  or  the  hidf  pay  for  Ufe,  was  to  be  made^ 
not  by  the  officers  indindaally,  bnt  by  lines 
and  corps.  This  election  by  liau,  I  contend,  Is 
a  palpable  departure  from  tiie  terms  of  the 
original  contract,  and  furnishes  no  bar  to  the 
claim.  I  lay  it  down  as  ui  incontrovertible 
position,  that  the  obligation  of  a  contract  tsia 
only  be  dissolved  by  tiie  same  power  which 
created  it.  The  parties  must  be  tbe  some,  and 
in  a  situation  to  g^ve,  or  withhold,  tiieir  assen^ 
as  whim,  or  choice,  or  their  unbiassed  judg- 
ments, may  direct.  This  prindple  is  too  obvi- 
ow  tonaaaillwitratiot^  and  will  not  be  denisd 
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here  or  elsewhere.  Let,  then,  this  TUUTersally 
admitted  principle  be  applied  to  the  present 
^oeetion,  aikd,  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  it 
Till  appear,  condnnvely,  that  the  right  of  the 
aanriTiAg  officers  of  the  Bevoliition,  to  the  half 
pay  fbr  fife,  is  unaffected  by  the  acceptance,  by 
Mrpi^  oi  mo  five  years'  fall  pay.  The  ori^nal 
rtnrautaon  was  with  the  omoers  of  the  army, 
iBairidoaUy.  The  proriiAon  was  tendered,  not 
te  liaea,  bat  to  officers,  in  their  iudividaal  ca- 
padtieal  and,  in  that  way,  accepted  by  them, 
with  what  proprie^,  then,  can  it  he  s^d,  that 
a  contract,  thns  formed,  can  be  dtssdved  in 
soy  other  mode  I  How  can  the  novel  and  ez- 
tnwrdinaiy  podtion  be  muntained,  that  A's 
nghts  may  and  can  be  surrendered  by  Bj  0, 
>^  D,  withont  bis  consent  and  anthontyf 
The  thing  is  imposdble,  idr.  It  cannot  be 
done.  Such  a  doctrine  would  ooontenanoe  the 
groaiest  iigaatice,  and  do  Tiolenoe  to  erery 
num^a  oonunon  sense.  Yet  this  violenoe  and 
iqfastice  will  be  done^  if  it  be  admitted  that 
the  acoeptauoe  by  lines  has  ezluigniahed  the 
luUridofd  right  of  e«oh  indiTidoal  officer  of 
the  army,  nolens  toUn*.  Bat  the  committee 
Till  not,  I  am  sore,  lend  its  aid  in  bringing 
■boot  BO  startling  a  resnlt. 

ICr.  AxDKBSON  followed  ISx.  Suth,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  the  following  terms : 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  time 
to  the  committee,  at  this  late  day  of  tiie  ses- 
iioa,  and  of  their  impatience,  and  shall  content 
mjielf  with  a  very  few  observations  on  the  bill 
DOT  before  as,  trnsting  it  will  find  advocates 
OD  tUs  floor,  not  only  diqtosed,  bat  fbr  more 
tUe  than  mysdf  to  do  ami^  Jostaoe  to  its 
■writs.  It  would  be  a  naelesa  waste  of  words, 
md  what  now  is  much  more  important,  of 
time,  to  go  throogh  a  recitation  of  the  sacri- 
fices, sufferings,  and  gallant  services  of  these 
Tortby  petitioners;  they,  in  fact,  oonstitnte 
the  history  of  onr  Revolution,  and  hare  be- 
come fsmUiar  to  ns  all,  even  f^om  onr  cradles. 
Hot  will  I  dettun  the  committee  by  any  ai^- 
neat,  to  show  the  relative  rights  and  obliga- 
tions that  attached  to  the  cl^mants,  and  were 
imposed  on  the  Government,  by  the  resolves 
of  1780  and  *88.  All  these  rights,  and  the  ob- 
ligations,  moral  and  legal,  resulting  from  these 
nNdvee,  were  ably,  and  with  great  aconracy 
of  detw,  laid  before  ns  by  the  gentlman  fimn 
fttuuylTania,  Chainnan  of  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee. 

Ve  all  admit  their  aervicee ;  we  admit  they 
nobly  earned  the  promised  reward;  and,  sir, 
Te  are  compelled  to  admit,  too,  that  this  re- 
*ard  has  been  to  them,  thoa  fiv,  a  reward  of 
pnanises  only — ^mere  empty,  onrediBenied  prom- 
iw,  and  nothing  else. 

Ihese  men,  or  most  of  them,  left  the  army 
poor— poor,  too,  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  very 
■rrieeft  they  bad  so  faithfully  rendered  tiieir 
soaotry;  &ad  have  continoed  comparatively 
pBtrtotbisd^. 

And  what,  nr,  the  oanse  Of  their  omtin- 
MipOffwtraiiddiBtmBl  Not  thst  thej- were 
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destitnte  of  talents,  fortitude,  and  temperance ; 
for  all  these  they  were  eminently  distinguished. 
Neither  will  it.be  denied  that  they  are,  and 
ever  have  been,  among  the  number  of  our  most 
worthy  and  industrious  <dtizea8.^  ^liy,  then, 
have  zhaj  conldnaed  laboring  against  we  tid& 
and  straggling  with  poverty, 'while  all  around 
them,  of  like  pr^seworthy  habits,  bat  of  far 
less  abilities,  have  placed  themselves  beyond 
the  reach  of  want!  The  answer  is  obvious. 
That  period  of  th^  lives,  the  period  that  fixes 
the  habits  and  course  of  bunness  on  us  all,  and 
enables  as,  while  our  wants  are  few,  to  acoa- 
mulate  a  firnd  that  shall  keep  in  advance  of  our 
subsequent  increasing  expenses,  yon  reqaired  of 
them  for  your  service ;  and  for  a  service,  too, 
that,  above  all  others,  peculiarly  disqualifies 
men  for  the  socoesafol  parsoit  of  the  ordinary 
conoerns  of  life.  And,  sir,  had  you,  when 
these  servioee  were  OTet^wnen  you  no  longer 
had  an  enemy  to  meet — ^wben  they  had 
adueved  all  yoa  ever  expected  or  wished — 
wben  tiie  condition  on  their  part  had  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  their  right  to  the  re- 
ward had  vested  and  become  absolute — ^had 
yon  then  made  good  your  engagements,  these 
men  would  now  be  in  a  very  different  situa- 
tion. Their  half  pay  for  life  would  have  ren- 
dered their  journey  easy,  not  only  from  the 
dose  of  the  war  to  this  time,  but  throngh  the 
reminder  of  their  days.  Let  as  look,  for  a 
moment,  to  the  process  by  which  they  were 
divested  of  these  annoities,  to  which  they  bad 
become  fiahrly  and  completely  entitled.  I  mean 
the  mnch-tuked-of  commutation  act  6f  1788, 
In  considnation  that  they  would  release  yon 
from  these  annaities,  yoa  promised  to  give 
them  five  years'  ftdl  pay  in  money,  or  stock 
bearing  interest,  to  be  equivalent  to  money. 
The  project  was  entirely  yonr  own,  and  these 
very  petitioners,  behig  the  younger  part  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  were,  in  a  measure,  forced 
into  its  acceptance. 

The  act  itself  was  arbitrary  and  coercive.  lb 
did  not  leave  the  officers  free  to  act,  to  exercise 
their  own  judgment,  and  individually  to  decide 
whether  they  wonld  accept  or  reject  its  pro- 
viuons,  but  confined  its  acceptance  to  lines  and 
corps — thereby  placing  it  in  the  power  of  s  few 
prconinent  commanders,  in  effed;,  to  decide  for 
a  whole  line  or  corps.  GoTenmient  well  knew 
this  five  years*  pay  was  altogether  an  inad^ 
quate  consideration  for  the  annuities  to  be  re- 
unquished ;  they  knew,  too,  that  the  officers 
were  destitnto  and  tiieir  ffunilies  suffering; 
and,  above  all,  they  uid  the  world  knew^ 
that  the  reconmiendation  of  their  great  Oom- 
mander  bad  the  force  of  law  upon  a  mi^jorily 
of  every  line  and  corps  in  the  army.  Hence  it 
was  that  this  golden  but  was  held  out  to  these 
half-famifhed  men ;  it  was  to  be  cosh  in  hand, 
or  snch  stock  as  should  be  equivalent ;  it  was 
to  enable  them  at  once  advantagooasly  to  es- 
tablidi  thenselTes  in  tivU  parsoits ;  it  would 
afibrd  immediate  relief  to  their  pressing  neces- 
sidaih  and,  mon  tiban  all  tin  n8^  it  had.tlM 
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approbation  of  their  Commander,  whose  judg- 
ment the7  could  not  doabt.  Still  it  was  a  sao- 
rifice ;  even  bad  it  been  punctual];  paid,  it  was 
well  known  to  be  fiir  dtort  of  a  &ir  compensa- 
tion for  the  annuities ;  indiTidnal  election  was, 
tiierefore,  taken  away,  and  nothing  l>tit  habit- 
ual compliance  with  the  reqtiests  of  tiieir  Gov- 
ernment and  the  well-known  wishes  of  their 
Commander,  t(^ther  with  an  entire  nnsbaken 
confidence  and  belief  of  immediate  payment, 
could  have  indnced  them  to  part  with  a  greater 
good  for  one  so  mnch  less.  Commntation  cer- 
tificates are  at  last  accepted  by  lines  and  corps 
—Government,-  and  not  the  oflfioers,  being 
Judges  of  this  acceptanoe.  And  how,  then, 
did  they  stand!  Why,  Government  had  re- 
deemed, or,  rather,  at  a  disconnt  of  two-sev- 
enths, had  purchased  in,  these  pnnnised  annui- 
ties, by  a  new  promise— which  last  promiM 
was,  at  all  events,  to  be  cash  forthwith. 

The  officers  then  held  Government's  notes 
for  two,  three,  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  re- 
spectively, according  to  their  rank,  received  in 
the  Aill  faith  that  they  were  to  l>e  immediately 
equal  to  so  much  specie.  And  what  were  they 
in  reality  worth  f  Scarcely  as  many  himdreds 
as  you  bad  promised  the  thousands.  They 
poor,  and  their  families  destitute  and  depend- 
ent, instead  of  their  three  or  fonr  thousand 
dollars,  to  relieve  immediate  wants,  and  estab- 
lish themselves  in  civil  pursuits,  as  you  had 
momised,  and  they  had  every  reason  to  expect, 
found,  to  their  sorrow  and  utter  conftasion,  that 
the  whole  was  scarcely  equal  to  their  wants  for 
a  single  year. 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  operation  of  this  com- 
mntation, that  all  they  ever  realized  for  their 
half  pay  for  Ufe,  amounted  to  less  than  fall  pay 
for  eight  months. 

All  this  they  bore  with  scarcely  a  mnrmur ; 
they  had  learned  to  be  quiet  under  every  sacri- 
fice and  privation ;  they  thought  Government 
then  could  do  no  better ;  they  forebore  in  its 
need,  and  were  silent  from  the  purest  motives. 
And  now,  shall  we  set  up  time  m  bar  of  their 
chum,  uid  say  to  them,  we  bold  yon  to  the 
■tricteat  letter  the  contraott  Although  we 
run  down  cor  own  paper,  and  forced  you  to 
part  witb  it  for  a  mere  song ;  althon^^  we  took 
advantage  of  its  depression,  and  bought  it  in  at 
an  immense  disconnt,  and  our  Treasury  holds 
over  two  millions  of  dollars  speculated  out  of 
you,  in  these  very  certificates— yet,  admitting 
all  thi^  we  will  not  pay  you  a  single  dollar. 
Will  this  be  treating  them  honestly  I  To  say 
nothing  of  gratitude  or  generosity,  will  it  be 
treating  them  as  one  honest  man  treats  anoth- 
er ?  Shall  we,  a  ricb,  generous,  and  powerful 
nation,  as  we  duly  call  ourselves — a  nation, 
too,  by  the  sacrifices,  sufferings,  and  valor  of 
these  very  men — ^because  they  have  suffered 
under  our  iidnstlce  for  more  uxm  forty  years, 
now  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  petition,  and  say, 
it  is  an  old  story ;  we  have  your  receipts,  and 
shall  hold  you  to  strict  logel  right?  Ulght 
fh«y  not  justly  tnm  upon  ns  and  inquire^ 


whether,  in  the  hour  of  the  nation's  want  and 
peril,  when  th^  were  rich  in  all  the  wealth  we 
wished  to  find  in  them — courage,  patriotism, 
and  strength — ^th^  ever  held  the  Govermncnt 
to  the  letter  of  the  contract  with  them  ?  Did 
they  ever  refuse  to  march  or  meet  the  enemy, 
because  they  were  not  paid  and  fed  as  the  Gov- 
ernment haid  promised  f  It  is  tme,  General 
Washington  imcoins  na,  that,  so  miserably  woe 
they  clad,  tiiey  refused  to  meet  or  see  their 
friends,  but  never  their  enemy.  And,  nr,  whsa. 
the  war  was  over — when  they  had  conquM^ 
peace,  and  won  a  nation  by  their  valor — when 
they  had  the  power  in  their  own  hands — did 
they,  even  then,  though  insidiously  advised  so 
to  do,  hold  the  Government  to  the  letter  of  the 
eontractt  In  fine,  ur,  go  throui^  the  hisUxT- 
of  the  Bevoldtion,  you  win  not  find  an  instance 
where  the  good  of  tiitir  country's  service  hm 
not  outweifpaed,  with  them,  every  private  con- 
sideration. It  exhibits  a  continued  aeries  of 
oonceaaiuns  on  the  part  of  the  army,  to  the 
wants  of  the  GKivemment  for  promises  never 
fulfilled.  Iliey  unifonnly  yielded  as  the  Gov- 
ernment requested,  and  all  they  ever  yet  have 
received  is  xmp^ormed  promises  and  starving 
resolves  of  gratitude ;  and  all  they  now  aak  is 
a  part  only  of  what  your  Treasury  has  made 
by  a  forced,  unequal  bargain ;  not  what  they 
have  lost  by  your  total  fmlnre  to  meet  your 
enmigements,  but  what  your  Treasury  has  a©- 
tuAly  saved  and  made  at  their  expense.  The 
country  now  is  abundantiy  able,  and,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, is  anxious,  that  these  claims  should  be 
not  onfy  equitably,  but  generously  adjusted. 
Suppose,  sir,  these  certificates  had  not  been 
funded,  and  the  officers  now  held  them,  and 
had  endorsed  every  dollar  and  cent  Govern- 
ment ever  paid  for  them,  and  yet  a  balance 
remained  due — is  there  a  man  in  this  nation 
who  would  say  such  balance  ought  not  to  be 
paid  f  I  believe  not  And  yet,  as  respects  the 
Government  and  these  certificates,  this  is  the 
precise  case.  And  a  part  only  of  this  balance 
IS  all  the  petitioners  now  ask,  and  is  what  the 
bill  now  before  us  proposes  to  grants  It  is^  to 
be  sure,  but  a  mite  compared  with  what  tboy 
ought  and  would  have  received,  had  Govern- 
ment made  good  their  contract  by  the  honest 
payment  of  the  annuities  by  a  full  and  season* 
able  redemption  of  their  certificates,  as  was 
promised  and  expected.  It  has  been  said, 
we  grant  the  prayer  of  these  survivors,  we 
shall  have  the  widows  and  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased upon  us.  This,  sir,  is  not  an  argument 
agunst  me  equity  of  the  claim.  The  objecti«i 
is  ima^nary ;  it  is  a  consequence  that  may  or 
may  not  result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
and  when  the  case  shall  come  before  Congress, 
it  will  be  time  oidu^  to  conrider  it.  But 
even  were  it  certain  Uiat  we  should  be  oaUed 
on  by  the  heirs  of  the  deceased,  to  say  notiung 
of  the  distinction  between  personal  and  hered- 
itary merit,  is  it  a  sound  reason  for  not  doing 
justice  to  Buoh  as  have  already  ^^lied  t  It  is 
saying  ve  owe  one  thonsand  psmms;  Hov 
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hnsdred  hftTO  ^plied  for  pay ;  if  we  pay  tfaese. 
pombly  some  of  the  remaining  rax  hnndred 
may  apply,  and  we  shall  be  obli^  to  pay  all 
OCT  honest  creditors ;  therefore,  it  is  jost,  hon- 
ttt,  honorable,  and,  aboTe  all,  it  is  expedient, 
to  My  none. 

It  will  be  neoHeoted  that  the  whole  army, 
indadtng  officers  and  men,  at  the  doae  of  the 
war,  amoonted  to  little  more  than  tturteen 
tboosand ;  and  it  is  to  these  officers  only  that 
the  resolve  of  1780  extended.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  Bop posed,  that  more  than  one  thon- 
saad  claimants  ander  this  act,  of  every  descrip- 
tioD,  indnding  snrviTora,  widows,  and  heira, 
oonld  be  foond  to  apply ;  so  that,  sfaonld  all 
come  in,  they  will  haraly  take  from  the  Treaa- 
sry  the  sum  it  has  gained  by  the  oommatation, 
uot  win  it  be  so  greatly  imporeriahed  as  gen- 
tienien  may  ima^ne.  And  whatever  debt  it 
n^fat  leave  na  to  pay,  I  wocdd  sooner  incur  it 
mm  let  tids  oppmtiuii^  of  evincing  the  nap 
tion^  jnsttee  and  gratitnde  pass  nnimproved. 

In  Mvocating  ttie  claim  of  the  officer,  I  am 
not  mmtindftal  of  tbe  private  soldier.  Most 
heartily  shall  I  give  the  bill  for  their  relief  my 
•apport,  when  it  oomee  before  os;  and  snch 
geoeroos  relief  as  may  be  consostent  with  onr 
neans,  I  trust  will  be  extended  to  the  deswr- 
ing  patriots  of  tbe  Bevolotionary  armies. 

Mr.  BnoiusAN  spoke  as  follows : 

Hr.  Ohairman:  It  is  with  extreme  relno- 
tnoe  I  rise  at  this  time  to  address  yon.  I 
have  made  no  preparation  to  speak,  except  that 
of  oarrfidly  reading  the  docamenta  which  have 
bem  laid  npon  onr  tables ;  bntaoriHaieems  to 
han  arrived  in  this  debate,  whoi  the  flieiidsof 
Am  InlL  if  ever,  mnst  come  forward  in  its  snp- 
port  I  do  not  consider  that  the  cbdm  of  the 
officers  of  the  Revolation  rests  npon  gratitnde 
alone.  It  is  not  an  appeal  to  your  generosity 
only;  hat  to  yonr  Jostioe.  Yon  owe  them  a 
itiht,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  Ibe  word ;  and  of 
a  nidnre  so  meritorioos,  that,  if  yon  shall  re- 
fuse to  pay  it,  the  nation  will  be  disgraced. 
Poimedy,  when  their  claim  was  presented  to 
Oongreaa,  wo  had,  at  least,  an  apology  for  re- 
jecting it.  The  coantry  was  not  then  in  a  oon- 
ffitkm  to  discharge  this  debt,  without  inoon- 
ra^once.  Bat  now,  aftwr  fw^  yeara  have 
d^ieed  rittoe  ita  oreatitn,  with  a  Treasorr 
mrfloving,  and  a  national  debt  so  dindnished, 
tha^  with  ordinary  economy,  it  most,  hi  a  very 
ftw  yeani  be  discharged,  these  officers,  the 
wJk»  of  that  band  which  achieved  yonr  inde- 
pmdeDoe,  agiun  present  themselves  before  yon, 
and  again  a^  yon  for  instice.  They  do  not  ask 
yon  to  be  generous — they  do  not  ask  yon  to  be 
gnrteftil— but  they  ask  you  to  pay  the  debt 
which  was  the  price  of  yonr  independence.  I 
it  a  debt,  sir ;  and  it  is  one  founded  upon 
a  most  solemn  contract,  with  which  these  offl- 
Wrs  have  complied,  both  in  its  letter  and  in  its 
■(Kiit;  whilst  yon  have  violated  all  its  obliga- 
b(M». 

I4t  Tu  tpeoA  a  few  mmnenta  in  tradng  the 
nt0i7  of  this  daim.  It  arose  out  of  the  dis- 
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tresses  of  tbe  Continental  army,  duriof  the 
Revolntionary  war ;  and  the  utter  inabiOfy  of 
the  Government,  at  that  time,  to  relieve  them. 
What,  sir,  was  the  sitoation  of  that  army, 
when  it  lay  encamped  at  the  Valley  Foigel 
They  were  naked,  and  hnngiy,  and  barefoot 
Pestilence  and  famine  stalked  abroad  throi^ 
the  camp.  The  first  blaze  of  patriotism  whidb 
had  animated  the  country,  and  famished  the 
army  with  its  officers,  had  begun  to  die  away. 
These  officers  perceived  that  the  contest  wonld 
be  long,  and  bloody,  and  donbtfoL  They  had 
felt,  by  sad  ezpenenoe,  that  the  d^reciatod 
pay  which  they  reoeiveo,  so  far  from  enabUns 
them  to  impart  assistance  to  their  wives  ana 
children,  or  hoard  np  any  thing  for  ftiturity, 
was  not  sufficient  to  ramtly  their  own  absolota 
and  immediate  wants.  Placed  in  this  sitaation, 
they  were  daily  sending  in  their  rengnationa, 
and  abandoning  the  cause  of  th^  conntn. 
In  this  alarming  ori^  WaahUigton  earoeaUy 
reoommended  to  Congress  to  grant  the  offioen 
half  pay,  to  commence  after  the  dose  <tf  tiie 
contest,  as  the  only  remedy  for  tiiese  evilsi 
within  their  power.  The  coantry  was  not  then 
able  to  remunerate  the  officers  for  the  immense 
and  nneqnal  sacr^ces  which  they  were  making 
in  its  cause.  All  that  it  coald  then  do  was  to 
present  them  a  prospect  of  happier  days  to 
come,  on  which  nope  might  rest.  With  this 
view,  Congress,  in  May,  178S,  adopted  a  reso- 
lution allowing  the  officers,  who  should  con- 
tinne  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  half 
pay  for  seven  years.  This  resolntion  prodnoed 
but  a  partial  eff^  upon  the  army.  The  time 
of  its  eontinnanoe  was  to  be  but  diort ;  and 
there  were  conditions  annexed  to  it,  which,  ia 
many  eases,  wonld  have  rendered  it  entirely 
lucrative. 

In  August,  1779,  Congress  again  acted  upon 
tlus  subject,  and  resolved,  "  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  tbe  several  States  to  grant  half  pay 
for  life  to  the  officers  who  should  continue  in 
the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,"  This  re- 
commendation was  disregarded  by  every  State 
in  the  Union,  with  one  exception ;  and  I  feel 
proud  that  Pennsylvania  was  that  State.  She 
not  only  granted  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  her  own  line^  but  die  fondahed  than 
with  dothing  and  with  provinons.  Thns, 
when  the  General  GoremmeDt  became  unable 
to  discharge  its  dn^  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers, she  vdnntarily  intenK»ed  and  relieved 
tiieir  distresses.  Gen.  Washington,  when  ut^ 
ing  npon  Congress  the  necessity  of  granting  to 
the  officers  half  pay  for  life,  pointed  to  those 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line^  as  an  example  of  the 
beneficial  consequances  wfaidi  had  resulted 
from  that  measure. 

Congress  at  lengtb  became  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  granting  to  the  Continental  officers 
half  pay  for  life.  Without  pay  and  withoot 
dothing,  they  had  become  diabeartened,  and 
were  abont  abandming  the  service.  The  dark- 
est period  of  the  BevMution  had  arrived,  and 
there  was  but  one  ray  of  hope  left,  to  penetrate 
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the  impending  gloom  which  htrng  over  the 
vmj.  The  officers  were  willing  still  to  endnre 
privations  and  Bufferings,  if  they  coold  obtain 
an  assurance  that  thej  wonld  be  remembered 
hT'  their  country,  after  it  shoold  be  blessed 
with  peace  udindepakdenoew  Th^weUknew 
OonneeB  eonid  not  relieve  Hxtar  present  wants ; 
all,  therefore,  they  asked,  was  the  promise  of  a 
fiitare  provifdoiL.  Oongrees  at  lengtii,  in  Octo- 
ber, 17S0,  resolved,  "  tliat  half  pay  for  life  be 
granted  to  the  officers  in  the  anny  (tf  the  Unit- 
ed States,  who  shall  oontinne  in  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war." 

Before  the  adoption  of  this  resolntion,  so 
desperate  had  been  onr  condition,  that  even 
Washington  wprehended  a  dusolntion  of  the 
army,  and  had  begoii  to  despair  of  the  sacoess 
of  our  cause.  We  have  his  authority  for  de- 
claring, that,  immediately  after  its  adoption, 
our  prospectB  brightened ;  and  it  produced  the 
most  hi^y  efiTects.  The  state  of  Hie  aimj 
was  Instantly  changed.  The  officers  became 
satisfied  with  their  oonditioo,  and,  under  their 
command,  the  army  marcheid  to  victory  and 
independence.  They  falthfolly  and  patriot- 
ically performed  every  obligation  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  solemn  contract  into  which  they 
had  entered  with  their  country. 

How,  nr,  did  yon  perform  this  contract  on 
your  part?  No  sooner  bad  the  dangers  of  war 
oeasea  to  threaten  our  existence — no  sooner 
had  peace  returned  to  bless  our  shores,  than 
we  for^t  those  benefactors,  to  whom,  under 
Providence,  we  owed  onr  independence.  We 
Hien  began  to  discover  that  it  was  omitrary  to 
tiie  gemas  of  onr  Bepnblican  Institntioos  to 
gruit  pMirions  for  life.  The  Jealousy  of  the 
people  was  roused,  and  their  fears  excited. 
Tliey  dreaded  the  creation  of  a  privileged 
order.  I  do  not  mean  to  censure  ^em  for  Uiis 
feeling  of  ill-directed  Jealousy,  because  Jeal- 
ousy is  the  natural  guardian  of  liberty. 

In  this  emergence,  how  did  the  Continental 
officers  act?  In  such  a  manner  as  no  other 
officers  ctf  a  victorious  army  had  ever  acted  be- 
fore. For  the  purpose  of  allaying  the  appre- 
hensions of  their  fellow-<ntizens,  and  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  Congress,  they  consent- 
ed to  accept  five  years*  foil  pay,  in  commuta- 
tion for  their  half  pay  for  lifb.  This  commata- 
lion  was  to  be  pfUd  in  mon^j  or  aeonrities 
were  to  be  given  on  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as 
Congress  should  find  most  convenient 

Did  the  Government  ever jperform  this  their 
second  stipulation  to  the  officers  f  I  answer, 
no.  The  genUeman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
IfiTOHBix)  was  entirely  mistaken  in  the  history 
of  the  times,  when  he  asserted  that  the  com- 
mutation certificates  of  the  officers  enabled 
them  to  purchase  farms,  or  commence  trade, 
upon  leaving  the  army.  Oongress  had  not  any 
fonds  to  i^edge  for  their  redemption.  They 
made  requisitions  upon  the  States,  which  shared 
the  same  fste  with  many  oUiers,  and  were  en- 
tirely disre^rded.  Hie  fUth  mA  the  honor  of 
the  eoontry,  whilst  they  wore  intmsted  to  thix^ 
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teen  independent  and  jealons  State  soverei^- 
ties,  were  almost  always  forfeited.  We  thtn 
had  a  General  Government  which  had  not  the 
power  of  enforcing  its  own  edicts.   The  cffltae- 

auence  was,  that,  when  the  officers  reoaved 
iidr  certificates,  they  were  not  wnrth  mors 
than  aUliDt  one-fifth  of  th^  nominal  Tilne, 
and  they  very  soon*  fell  to  one-ei^th  of  that 
amount. 

Mr.  HocpHKST  said,  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, if  not  the  most  •important,  is  cer- 
tainly as  interesting  as  any  up<Hi  which  w« 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  required  to  deliberate 
during  the  present  session.  It  is.  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  last  demand  that  will  be  made  npoa 
the  justice  of  this  Government,  and  to  gentle- 
men who  are  not  disposed  to  regard  the  appli- 
cation in  that  light,  1  may  say,  it  is  the  last  ap- 
peal that  wiU  be  made  to  its  magnanimi^  and 
uberality,  by  a  class  of  men  endeared  to  na  by 
some  of  onr  fondest  and  proudest  r«eolleetlon&. 

The  memorialists  ask  for  the  equitaUe  per- 
formance of  a  contract.  The  first  proper  subject 
of  inquiry,  then,  will  be,  whether  sndi  a  con- 
tract ever  existed,  and,  if  it  did,  whether  the  en- 
gagements of  the  respective  parties,  or  either, 
have  been  performed — if  the  contract  was  fair- 
ly made— if  the  terms  were  fulfilled  on  th« 
part  of  the  memorialists,  and  not  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  strict  accordance  with  its  letter 
and  q>irit  This  being  the  only  mode  of  re- 
dress within  the  reach  of  the  irjjnred  parly,  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  on  whom 
the  duty  rests,  and  clothed  with  the  power  of 
dispensing  Jnstice,  we  are  nnder  the  strongest 
moral  oblinticai  not  to  wtthhcdd  it  I  wiQ 
now  proceed  to  a  very  brief  uamination  of  the 
fects  of  the  case. 

Was  there  a  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  tiie  memorialists;  and  what  were 
its  terms  I  It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  tlian 
merely  advert  to  the  condition  of  the  country 
and  army,  at  the  eventful  period  of  1778.  The 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  whicn  bad  animated  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army ;  which  had 
induced  them,  regardless  of  personal  conse- 
quences, to  abandon  their  privato  purmits  and 
toeir  domestic  comforts,  and,  at  the  imminent 
risk  of  life,  and  of  every  thing  dear  to  then,  to 
engage  in  a  desperate  oonffiet,  had  begun  to 
abate ;  and,  sir,  it  is  neither  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise nor  of  censure,  that  it  was  so.  They  bad 
sustained  nearly  liiree  years  of  <»vil  war, 
marked  by  every  species  of  horror  and  ont- 
rsge.  They  had  fearlessly  obeyed  every  requi-. 
sition  of  the  Government,  wbetlier  it  required 
them  to  act  amidst  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
North,  or  on  the  burning  sands  of  the  South. 
They  had  endured  nakedness  and  famine,  and 
opposed  themselves  to  danger  and  death,  in  all' 
their  terrible  varieties.  Their  services  and  suf- 
ferings are  matters  of  history,  and  famiUar  to 
OS  all.  To  have  expected  mwe  from  them,  at 
a  longer  endoranoe  of  the  extraor^anr  and 
peonlur  ealamitiea  under  which  they  labored, 
without  the  fotore  j^oqiect  d  indemnity  or 
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reward,  would  have  been  attribntiiiK  to  them 
powers  and  virtoes  with  wldch  mortal  man  has 
not  been  endowed. 

It  a  almost  needless  to  say,  that  the  opinions 
of  General  Washington,  on  this  sabjeot^  are  on- 
titled  to  implicit  regard;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
read,  as  an  item  of  testimony,  a  singto  sentence 
from  his  letter  to  a  committee  of  Oongreas,  in 
which  he  represents  the  condition  of  the  army. 
It  is  dated  29th  January,  1778.  He  says :  "  It 
is  not,  indeed,  consistent  with  reason  or  justice 
to  emect,  that  one  set  of  men  sliould  make  a 
ncrittce  of  property,  domestic  ease,  and  hap- 
inaesa,  enooanter  the  ruon  of  the  field,  the 
perils  and  vidsmtades  of  war,  to  obtidn  those 
UesBiD^  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  com- 
moa  with  them,  wimont  Sfsno  adcqnate  com- 
pensation. It  must  also  be  a  comforQess  re- 
DtKition  to  any  man,  that,  after  be  may  have 
contribnted  to  secure  the  rights  of  Ms  cotmtry, 
at  the  risk  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his  for- 
tune, there  would  be  no  provision  made  to  pre- 
vent himself  and  family  from  dnking  into  in^- 
geaoo  and  wretchedness." 

In  the  same  comraiinication,  he  expressed  his 
qiprehcnsions  that,  unless  something  was  done 
to  "reanimate  tlieir  languishing  zeal,"  the  total 
dijsolntion  of  the  army  would  be  the  conse- 
qnuncc.  And  he  warmly  recommended  a  half 
pay  or  pension  establishment,  as  a  dedrable 
aod  salutaiy  measure.  Vfhat  thai  was  the 
coDdition  of  the  parties!  The  offioera  had  ren- 
dered vast  and  unrequited  services  to  the  coun- 
try. In  the  language  of  the  Commander-in- 
Qiiet,  "  an  entire  disinclination  "  to  the  ser- 
Ticc,  in  its  then  shape,  had  taken  place.  Fre- 
quent resignations,  and  more  frequent  appU- 
ciUioas  for  permission  to  reagn,  were  daily 
li^pening,  and  from  officers  of  the  greatest 
merit  They  were  under  no  legal  or  moral 
obligation  to  continue.  They  could  have  quit 
the  army,  not  only  without  dishonor,  but  enti- 
tle<i  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  A  lax- 
nesB  of  discipline  among  the  soldiers,  owing  to 
the  dntrcssed  spirit  of  the  officers,  end  the 
gHienu  distress  of  the  armr,  was  tvnidly  pre- 
^ng.  Had  the  officers  then  abandoned  the 
ttrrice,  their  places,  if  sapplied  at  all,  must 
MM  been  filled  by  men  withoat  military  skill 
or  experience,  who  would  have  been,  alike,  the 
sibjects  of  contempt  to  the  enemy  and  to  the 
troiws  over  whom  they  were  placed  in  com- 
iDsao.  In  snch  a  state  of  affairs,  it  reqnires  no 
*pirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  a  total  destruction 
totbe  eaose. 

At  this  important  crisis.  Congress,  with  the 
Tww  of  retaining  the  officers  in  the  service, 
•"id  ss  an  inducement  for  them  to  continue,  re- 
"ini,  "that  officers  who  should  continue  in 
•wvice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  have  lialf 
for  seven  yeare  frmn  the  establishment  of 
Pttw."  In  1779,  by  a  resolution,  they  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  grant  to  the 
J^cers  of  the  respeotave  lines,  who  should  con- 
™<»  m  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  half  pay 
nr  Ufe.  Hm  State  of  Pemmylmiift  was  the 
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onlf  me  wbidi  made  anoh  a  grant,  and  wheth- 
er it  was  in  pnrsaance  of  uie  reqnimtioa  of 
Congress  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  was, 
however,  totally  neglected  on  the  part  of  all 
the  other  States.  In  1780,  at  the  most  gloomy 
period  of  war,  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  system  of  justice  and  sound  policy,  ro* 
solved  "  that  half  pay  for  life  he  granted  to  the 
officers  in  the  army  of  the  TJnitM  States,  who 
shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  the 
war." 

"We  will  now  inquire,  sir,  how  this  contract 
was  performed  on  the  part  of  the  GoTemment. 
In  November,  1783,  the  prelindnary  articles 
of  peace  were  ^rned.  Hostilities  soon  after* 
wards  ceased.  Ine  indq>endenoe  of  the  colo-' 
nlea  was  acknowledged.  The  chwn  that  boni^ 
them  to  the  British  thnme  was  parted  forever; 
and  the  United  States  took  the  rank  of  a  sover- 
eign nation.  The  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  was  performed.  Their  dntiea  con^ 
Bummated.  No  considerations  of  expediency 
or  policy  could  then  jostify  the  Government  in 
a  failure  on  its  part,  or  sanction  an  evasion  of 
the  obligation.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  test  the 
principle  in  this  case  by  the  sense  of  honor  and 
probity  by  which,  as  honest  men,  they  are 
governed  in  their  own  transactions.  The 
fondamentalprineiples  of  justice  are  universal; 
and  though  Governments  have  the  power,  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  disr^ard  them. 
But  we  will  pursue  the  nistory  of  the  tronsoo- 
tion  to  its  termination.  At  the  concluuon  of 
the  war,  Congress,  for  reasons  known  to  ua 
all,  was  unable  to  provide  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,  or  for 
securing  to  the  officers  the  stipend  promised  by 
their  resolution  of  the  year  1780.  A  new  en- 
gagement was  then  tendered  to  the  officers  in 
lieu  of  the  provisions  of  that  resolution.  And 
here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  says  this  en- 
g&goment  was  entered  into  at  the  solioitation 
of  the  officers.  I  believe,  sir,  on  recurring  to 
the  history  of  the  times,  he  will  find  that  such 
is  not  the  fact.  I  think  it  more  probable,  dr, 
as  stated  by  the  lumorahle  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Hr.  HiTOiiBU,)  that  the  measure  was 
forced  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  by 
the  clamors  of  the  citizens,  who  conceived  a 
pension  establishment  to  be  inconsiBtent  with 
the  policy  of  a  Bepublican  Government  How- 
ever this  may  be,  it  certainly  originated  with 
Congress,  and  was  not  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
any  request  from  the  officers  themselves.  In 
March,  17S3,  Congress  adopted  a  resolution  in 
the  following  terms : 

"  That  five  years  full  pa^  should  be  given  to  the 
officers,  in  money  or  sec  unties,  bearing  so  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  sliould  be  most  con- 
venient to  Congresi),  to  be  paid  u  to  other  creditois 
of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life. 
Provided,  however,  that  this  commntadon  be  ac- 
cepted or  refused  by  lines  and  corps,  and  hot  by 
omcers  In^vidnally ;  and  that  snch  acceptance  or 
reflwd  should  be  signified  by  the  Conimandep4a> 
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Chief  to  GoDgreBB,  from  tlie  Unei  imder  Us  Imme- 
diate command,  In  two  raoatba." 

To  this  offer  the  officers  of  the  armj  ao- 
cedod ;  certain  certificates,  on  which  I  shall 
hereafter  remark,  were  enbsequentlj  issued 
and  accepted  hj  them.  This  resolution  was 
intended  hy  Oongresa  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  of  1780.  It  is  now  contended  that 
tlie  acceptance  of  tho  commutation  by  the 
officers,  operated  as  a  full  and  complete  dis- 
ebaive  to  the  Govemmeat  from  the  obligations 
of  the  former  resolution.  To  this  it  may  be 
tnswered,  that  there  was  not  a  perfonnance  on 
tho  part  of  the  Government  of  this  new  con- 
tract ;  and  that  the  fulfilmeut  of  it  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  condition  precedent,  to  the  binding 
effect  of  the  acceptance  by  the  officers.  By 
the  resolution,  Oongress  agreed  to  give  in 
money  or  securities ;  and  such  were  its  terms 
at  the  time  the  commatation  was  accepted  by 
the  officers.  I  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  agreement  to  the  commutation  and 
tho  subsequent  acceptance  of  the  certificates 
were  distinct  acts,  and  took  place  under  very 
different  circumstances.  Congress,  in  pnrsn- 
ance  of  this  new  engagement,  did  not  (pve  in 
money.  And  it  will  not  be  pretend«l  that 
the  certificates  which  they  afterwards  issued 
even  partook  of  the  nature  of  securities.  By 
securities,  we  understand  some  valuable  prop- 
erty, some  distinct  fhnd  set  apart  and  special- 
ly appropriated  as  a  guarantee  for  payment. 
The  certificates  which  were  issued  were  mere- 
ly evidences  of  the  debts  which,  by  the 
resolution,  they  hod  agreed,  Hs  one  of  the 
alternatives,  to  secure;  and  that  they  were 
not  securities  in  fact  was  proved  by  their  al- 
most total  failure,  in  the  hands  of  the  unfortu- 
nate men  who  were  deluded  by  tho  acceptance 
<^  thom.  In  agreeing  to  tho  oommatation,  we 
are  fwund  to  infer  that  the  officers  understood 
and  believed  they  were  to  receive  what  they 
had  consented  to  regard  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  valuable  lien  which  they  had  on  the  public 
&ith,  for  the  provision  of  half-pay  nnder  tlie 
resolution  of  1780 ;  and  snch  were  undoubtedly 
the  inducements  held  out  to  tliem  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  the  certificates  which  were 
issued  as  a  compliance  with  the  reeolntion, 
were  of  comparatively  trifling  value ;  and  that, 
in  most  instances,  the  officers  parted  with  them 
for  sums  infinitely  less  than  their  nominal 
amonnt,  are  matters  of  public  notoriety.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  the  depreciation  was  ow- 
ing to  inability,  or  wont  of  due  exertions  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Government  to  provide  such 
securities  for  their  payment  as  would  keep  the 
certificates  at  their  par  value  in  the  market. 
It  is  sufficient  that  it  was  not  attributable  to 
causes  within  the  control  of  those  who  held 
than;  and  whatever  may  be  tho  rule  of  law 
or  morals  that  would  govern  an  individnal  in 
a  similar  case,  it  is  not  for  the  Government, 
vaiAer  such  peculiar  circumstanoes,  to  say  that 
the  holders  parted  villi  them  T<dnntarily,  and 
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that  they  might  have  retained  them  until  they 
were  restored  to  their  nominal  value.  In 
termining  the  rule  of  equity  that  ought  to  gov- 
ern in  snch  a  case,  a  due  con^eration  ^ould 
be  had  to  the  situation  and  otrndition  of  the 
parties.  Did  the  officers  agree  to  accept  tLe 
commutation  voluntarily  ? 

Infiuenced  by  the  same  feelings  of  patriotism 
that  originally  induced  them  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  &e  country,  when 
the  object  was  attained,  they  consented  to  ^sy 
them  down  and  disperse.  They  thus  abandon- 
ed the  power  which  they  certainly  had,  of  con- 
trolling the  opeTati<ni8  of  the  Government,  and 
compiling  a  redress  of  tbeir  individual  griev- 
ances— a  power  to  the  ezerdse  of  wUch  thej 
were  excited  by  the  most  powerfb]  motives— 
and  in  refraining  from  the  use  of  it,  they  gave 
an  evidence  of  pure  and  holy  devotion  to  the 
lil>erty  and  happiness  of  tbeir  country,  which 
is  wiuiout  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  former 
ages.  The  Government  was  thos  left  secure 
in  its  power  to  act  as  circumstances  or  policy 
might  dictate.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  Hxhpbiix)  has  remarked  that 
no  censure  is  due  to  tho  Government  in  this 
transaction.  I  confess,  sir,  that  on  a  critical 
examination  of  the  whole  affair,  my  mind  bad 
almost  arrived  at  a  different  conclusion.  The 
resolution  of  1783  would  almost  seem  to  have 
been  drawn  in  anticipatioa  of  snch  a  state  of 
things.  I  will  not  toy  fbai  it  was  the  work  of 
a  crafty  politician— hut  I  will  say,  that  tbe 
terms  of  it  were  calculated  most  effiactoally  to 
mislead  the  Judgments  of  the  class  of  men  on 
whom  it  was  intended  to  opwato.  The  prom- 
ise was,  to  pay  in  money  or  securities,  at  the 
option  of  Government.  The  resolution  was 
passed  in  March ;  the  agreement  to  accept  the 
commutation  made  the  Summer  following — 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  agreement  to  accept  the  com- 
mutation— the  certificates  were  issued  the  Win- 
ter following.  It  is  a  matter  of  demonstration 
by  well-ascertained  rules  of  calculation,  that 
the  amonnt  thus  offered,  even  if  paid  in  its 
best  terms,  was  not  a  fiur  equivalent  for  the 
right  which  the  officers  relinquished. 

TuBSDAT,  April  25. 
Sevolutumary  Qfficen. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hkmphill, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Wbbstbb  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  army  nt 
the  Bevolntion." 

Ur.  Bbatton  addressed  the  committee. 

The  object  of  this  bill,  said  Ifr.  D.,  Is  to  pro- 
vide a  oompoisation  for  a  loss  which  the  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  Bevolntion  have  sustained 
in  conse4^uenoe  of  their  not  receiving  what  they 
were  entitied  to.  The  question  to  be  resolved 
is,  Wbat  were  they  entitied  to!  And  the 
solution  to  this  question  will  be  aSnded  1^  a 
brief  statement  ot  the  facta. 

The  hoDMrable  chairman  of  the  oonunittee, 
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in  ezpbining  and  enforcing  the  case  of  the  claim- 
aat^  was  nmler  the  necessity  of  referring  to  a 
number  of  doonmeDts,  letters,  and  resolotions 
of  Congress ;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  Torietjr 
of  details  and  arithmetical  calcalations,  which 
unavoidably  rendered  his  statements  long,  and 
umarently  complicated.  From  these  causes, 
■luiough  his  statement  was  clear  and  sattdSno- 
tory,  the  poults  which  shoold.  exdusivdy. 
rcipilate  our  Judgments,  may  have  escaped 
•ome  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  I 
aball,  therefore,  endeavor,  in  the  remarks 
which  I  propose  making,  to  confine  myself  to 
BO  much  of  the  case  of  the  claimants  as  is 
necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  the 
grounds  npoa  which  it  stands;  and  I  feel  as- 
sured, if  Its  merits  are  perfectly  understood, 
that  a  mt^ority  of  the  committee  will  be  iu 
favor  of  the  bill  which  has  l>een  reported. 

On  the  21st  October,  1780,  Congress  re- 
solved that  "  half  pay  for  life  should  be  grant- 
ed  to  the  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  aboil  coatinue  in  serrioe  to  the 
wd  of  the  war." 

Oa  the  21st  Uarch,  1788,  Congress  passed  a 
reaolation,  "  that  five  years^  fhll  pay  should  be 
given  to  the  officers,  in  money,  or  in  securities, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, OS  should  he  most  convenient  to  Con- 
gress." 

In  November,  1783,  certificates  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  officers  for  arrears  of  pay,  and  for  an 
amount  equal  to  five  years'  full  pay;  but, 
when  these  certificates  were  delivered,  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  pnnci- 
pul  or  ttie  interest,  nor  was  any  interest  ever 
paid  upon  them. 

In  1791,  when  the  fimding  system  of  the 
Tnited  States,  after  the  Federal  Constltntlonf 
came  into  operation,  new  certificates  were  de- 
livered to  the  officers;  but  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  to  them  were  funded  at  ttiree  per 
cent,  instead  of  six,  and  the  payment  of  one- 
third  of  the  principal  was  deferred  for  ten 
years,  withont  any  interest.  Such  is  the  whole 
itatemeat  of  facts  necessary  fw  the  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  and  extent  al  the  rights  of 
the  claimants. 

From  this  statement^  I  think  it  is  evident 
that  the  resolution  of  Congress,  in  1780,  was 
a  conditions]  contract,  which  became  perfect 
upon  a  compliance  with  tlie  condition  contdned 
b  it.  The  officers,  by  serving  until  the  end  of 
the  war,  did  comply  with  that  condition; 
havii^  done  so,  under  an  exeooted  contract  for 
a  fall  consideration,  they  were  entitled  to  a 
emnpliance  with  its  terms.  If  thdr  case  rested 
here,  no  doubt  conld  exist  as  to  the  strict  le- 
gality of  their  chum ;  but,  as  they  accepted  a 
Bobititntiou  for  this  contract  by  acquiescing  in 
the  resolation  of  Uarch,  1788,  they  would  ap- 
pear to  be  bonnd  by  this  substitution.  If, 
nevwtiieless,  the  oircnmstances  under  which 
thej  accept^  be  taken  into  consideration,  in 

aoity  and  justice  they  ought  not  to  be  regara- 
aibonad  bfit.  Ibe  <rfBoen  had  moeuUr 
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left  the  army :  they  were  In  a  state  of  utter 
destitution :  delay  in  obtaining  their  dues  pre- 
sented to  them  Uie  spectacle  of  ruin,  and  the 
prospect  of  speedy  relief  operated  upon  them 
with  a  force  not  to  he  resisted.  Under  these 
excitements,  they  could  hardly  be  said  to  hav« 
been  capable  of  exercising  their  judgments. 
When  individnals  have  entered  into  bar^dns  in 
dmilar  ritnationa,  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  a 
Court  of  £qnit7  to  flffi>rd  relief,  and  not  to  hold 
^em  bound  under  such  contracts.  But  adnut* 
ting  these  contracts  to  have  been  obligatory  upon 
the  officers,  they  were  unquestionably  entitled 
to  a  strict  compliance  with  their  terms:  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  either  money  or  se- 
curities, bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent., 
which  interest  ought  to  have  been  annually  paid. 
No  other  meaning  can  fmrly  be  annexed  to  the 
resolution  of  1788,  than  that,  under  it^  either 
money  would  be  paid,  or,  that  what  was  equiv- 
alent to  money  would  be  delivered.  Money 
would  have  yielded  an  annual  interest  of  uz 
per  cent,  consequently,  the  securities  ^ven 
la  lieu  of  money,  to  have  been  equivalent  to 
money,  should  nave  carried  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  and  that  interest  should  have  been 
annually  discharged ;  but  no  interest  was  paid 
at  all.  Not  receiving  any  part,  either  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest,  most  of  the  claimants,  to  re- 
lieve their  pressing  wants,  were  compelled  to 
sell  their  certificates,  and  did  not,  upon  an 
average,  obtain  more  for  them  than  about  one 
dollar  for  eight  dollars.  But  what  was  the 
condition  of  those  who  retained  their  certificates 
until  1791,  when  they  were  funded!  Upon 
the  certificates  for  interest  due,  no  more  than 
three  per  cent  was  allowed,  and  the  payment 
of  one-third  of  the  principal,  without  any 
interest,  was  postpMied  for  tea  years.  By 
these  proceedings,  did  the  officers  receive  what 
they  were  entitled  to  I  The  departare  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolution  of 
1783,  is  so  obvions,  that  no  comment  or  argo- 
ment  could  render  it  plainer.  I  shall  therefore 
resort  to  none. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  is  it  not  un- 
deniable that  the  Government  did  not  comply 
with  their  contract  t  Is  it  not  a  consequence, 
equally  undeniable,  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  make  gw>d  any  loss  which  has  ac- 
crued to  those  whom  they  have  injured  by 
failing  to  perform  their  contract)  Both  these 
questions  must  be  answered  in  the  affinnative. 
Can  any  fiact  bo  more  evident,  then,  than  that 
the  claimants  are  entitled  to  relief! 

Kr.  EiDioB  followed  on  the  same  side  of  thtt 
question. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bassitt,  in 

opposition  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  put  on 
filling  the  blank,  which  contains  the  appropria- 
tion, with  one  million  of  dollars,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  77,  noes  48. 

Mr.  Spraqub  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Oli^rmon :  Sufficient,  perhaps,  has  al- 
ready been  aotd  in  behalf  of  the  ofitoers  of  tlM 
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ReTolutioD.  I  propose  to  e&j  something  for 
tiie  aoldiert  also.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment which  has  jost  been  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Kbbd.)  I  be- 
lieve that  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevolution  have  a 
Just  elum  upon  us  for  a  much  larger  amount 
than  anythat  has  been  proposed  to  begivento 
them;  We  owe  them  a  Just  debt,  and  it  arises 
from  our  violations  of  our  engagements  to  them. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  their  wages.  We 
were  bosnd  to  have  paid  them  in  money.  This 
we  did  not  do ;  but  delivered  them  merely  pa- 
per, or  certificates  of  debt,  which  were  not 
money ;  they  were  not  the  measure  of  value : 
but  their  own  value  fluctuated,  according  to 
■the  varying  opinions  of  the  times.  They  were 
an  article  of  trade  in  the  market,  and,  like  every 
other  kind  of  merchandise,  their  reu  value  was 
their  market  price ;  which  was  from  an  eighth 
to  a  tenth  of  their  nominal  amount.  The  sol- 
ifiier,  then,  was  compelled  to  receive  an  article 
st  dffht  or  ten  times  its  real  worth,  bo  that,  in 
&ot,  he  obtained,  at  most,  bat  an  eighth  part  of 
liis  wages.  I  say,  at  most ;  at  times,  Indeed,  it 
was  far  less.  The  gravest  of  our  historians 
has  told  us,  that,  at  one  time,  such  was  the  de- 
preciation, that  the  pay  of  a  captain  would  not 
Aave  Aimished  the  shoes  in  which  he  marched 
against  the  enemy ;  and  many  expended  their 
little  all  in  supplying  themselves  with  the  hum- 
ble accommodations  which  their  stations  re- 
quired. We  have  thus  pud  to  the  soldiers  but 
a  small  fraction  of  their  wages.  Our  country 
was  in  the  condition  of  an  insolvent  debtor, 
and  made  but  a  email  dividend  among  its  cred- 
itors. Why  should  we  not  now,  when  we  have 
the  abundant  means,  make  payment  of  the  res- 
idue? It  has  been  sdd  that  we  should  pay 
Bothing  now,  because  it  has  cost  flie  TJiuted 
States  the  full  nominal  amount,  as  the  Govem- 
nent  eventually  redeemed  the  paper.  If  it 
were  so,  what  matters  that  to  the  soldier  ?  If 
a  oreditor  is  offered  an  article  at  ten  times  its 
value,  In  discharge  of  his  demand,  is  it  of  any 
consequence  to  tell  him  how  much  it  cost  the 
debtor?  Suppose  we  had  compeUed  the  soldier 
to  take  any  other  speciflo  article  at  such  an  en- 
hanced price,  and  he  had  remonstrated  agunst 
being  thus  defrauded,  would  it  be  any  answer  to 
say  to  him,  '*  We  purchased  the  article  on  credit, 
and  our  credit  was  so  bad,  that  it  ooat  us  much 
more  than  it  was  worth  I" 

&r.  that  wfaidi  we  did  deUver,  in  p^ment, 
rested  wholly  upon  oar  credit  If  that  credit 
was  so  defective  that  it  cost  us  tcm  tames  its  real 
value,  is  the.  whole  Imb  to  be  thrown  upon  -  the 
soldier  f  Was  it  his  firnlt  that  we  did  not  dis- 
oharge  our  duty,  and  sustain  our  credit? 

But  again,  it  is  objected,  if  he  had  retained 
the  paper  long  enough,  he  might  have  obtuued 
full  payment.  That  is,  if  he  had  kept  the  arti- 
cle on  hand  for  a  series  of  years,  it  might  have 
risen  in  value.  And  what  if  it  had?  Does 
not  every  one  knowj  that  the  price  which  a 
thing  bears,  when  it  isrecaved  in  payment,  de- 
tenmnea  t2ie  amoant  of  the  debt  therelor  dls- 
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charged,  and  that  its  subsequent  rise  or  depres- 
sion, cannot  increase  or  diminish  it?  And,  be- 
sides this,  are  we  to  Bay  to  the  poor  soldifn-, 
who  expended  his  last  farthing  in  our  defence, 
who  could  not  even  reach  his  hmne  witboat 
charity,  and  was  compiled  to  part  with  bis 
certificate  to  save  himself  and  Us  children  from, 
starvation — Bhall  we  say  to  him,  yon  oo^t  to 
have  kept  your  paper  ten  long  years,  and  Um 
^ou  mignt  have  obtiuned  the  fiul  amount  ?  It 
18  but  a  mockery  of  his  wrongs  to  tell  him — ^if 
you  had  done  what  was  impM^ble,  yoo  mi^it 
have  been  pud.  I  will  not  pause  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  depreciation, 
because  the  reflection  of  a  moment  must  satis- 
fy every  one  that  it  very  far  exceeds  the  sum 
named  in  the  bill  and  the  amendment. 

But,  sir,  independently  of  the  depreciation, 
we  have  never  yet  paid  the  full  amount  of  Uie 
paper  or  certificates  which  we  compelled  the 
soldier  to  receive.  It  is  well  known  that,  in 
the  funding  of  the  public  debt,  which  took 
place  neariy  ten  yeora  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  more  than  ten  years  after  much  of 
the  debt  was  contracted,  the  interest  was  not 
paid,  but  funded  on  interest  of  three  per  cenL 
payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Ctovemment. 
The  principal  was  not  paid ;  bat  two-thirds 
was  ftmded  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and 
interest  on  the  other  third  was  deferred  for 
ten  years.  From  this  statement  merely,  tbe 
loss  of  the  creditor  does  not  appear  to  be  great; 
but  in  order  to  exhibit  it  truly,  let  us  take  an 
example,  and  compute  the  loss  snstmned  by  the 
holder  of  paper  for  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
simple  interest  for  ten  years,  was  nx  hundred 
dollars,  which  was  fanded  at  three  per  cent 
Snch  was  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
high  rate  of  interest,  at  that  period,  that  it  has 
been  estimated  that  tbe  amoant  thus  Amded, 
was  worth  bnt  fifty  ^r  cent.  To  be  within 
bounds,  suppose  the  difl'erenoe  to  be  one-third, 
then  the  six  hundred  dollars  thus  fimdod,  was 
worth  but  four  hundred  dollars,  and  the  loss 
was  two  hundred  dollars. 

One-third  of  the  principal  bore  no  interest 
for  ten  years.  Simple  interest  for  that  time, 
on  one-tiiird  of  a  tnousand  dollars,  amounted 
to  two  hundred  dollars  more,  making  the  loss 
four  hundred  dollars.  Simple  interest  apon  tliis 
sum,  for  thirty  years,  exceeds  seven  hundred 
dollars,  which,  added  to  the  four  hundred, 
makes  the  loss  which  the  holder  (»P  paper,  to 
the  amoant  of  (me  thoosand  dollars,  has  suf- 
fered, hj  the  mode  and  time  <^paymNit  adopt- 
ed by  the  Gorernment,  to  exceed  deven  hun- 
dred dollars ;  so  that  tbe  sum  which  we  with- 
held, out  of  that  which  we  had  solemnly  prom- 
ised, in  writing,  with  simple  Interest  onb',  is 
now  more  thau  the  original  amfrant  of  the 
debt. 

Agun,  sir :  the  soldier  had  a  right  to  demand 
money  of  us ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  be 
was  in  the  utmost  distress  for  it.  If  w©  could 
not  pay  it,  we  should,  at  least,  have  put  the 
debt  (m  interest,  payable  quartnrlj,  as  a  foad 
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debt  from  the  beginning.  This  we  ooold  have 
done ;  and  as  we  did  not,  we  are  now  bonnd 
to  place  him  in  as  good  condition  aa  he  would 
hare  been  in  if  we  had  performed  oar  daty. 
And,  if  we  had  paid  interest  quarterly,  cbald 
be  not  have  realized  as  mach  as  interest  com- 
poDi^ed,  annually  ?  Woald  not  every  honora- 
ble man  pay  so  mach  to  an  individaal  whom  he 
bad  thus  wronged  ?  And  if  gentlemen  will 
make  the  computation  by  this  role,  tfa^  will 
find  that  we  should  now  pay  more  than  three 
tboasand  doUani  to  every  one  who  was  an  oris* 
inal  creditor  to  the  amoont  of  one  tfaonssnd  t 
A  startling  amoont  troly !  Gentlemen,  how- 
ever, need  not  be  alannea ;  they  are  not  asked 
for  soch  a  snm,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  Only  a 
nnall  part,  eren  of  the  simple  interest,  is  now 
requeued.  Bat  I  thought  it  not  amiss  to  sug- 
gest to  them  how  much  might  be  demanded, 
upon  principles  which  it  would  be  difficult,  in 
mme^  to  contest.  So  much  for  the  loss  to 
oar  creditor.  "Was  there  not  a  corresponding 
gain  to  ourselves  ?  I  know  it  has  been  said, 
that  we  pud  and  redeemed  our  paper.  Bat, 
dr,  it  ia  ft  matter  of  history,  that,  by  the  mode 
oi  payment,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  rather,  by 
the  non-payment  oi  our  domestic  debt,  we  saved 
the  fiill  amomit  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars 
oat  of  the  earn  which  we  had  expressly  prom- 
ised— out  of  the  &ce  of  our  bond  1  If  this  sum 
hlkd  been  piud  or  fbnded,  then  we  must  have 
paid  interest  np<ni  it  until  the  present  time ; 
for  we  have  never  yet  been  out  of  debt;  and 
oar  national  finances  are  now  in  a  better  condi- 
UoD,  by  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  than 
they  would  have  been  if  we  had  fUly  paid  our 
dome^ic  debt.  We  have,  then,  in  our  hands, 
fifty  millions  of  dollars  which  belong  to  our 
creditors,  and  which  snm  we  have  no  light  to 
Tet^  if  they  come  forward  to  clwm  it  And 
now  the  most  mraitorioos  of  those  creditors 
isk  for  less  than  one  year's  interest  of  that 
nun,  and  yet  we  ore  told  that  we  ought  to  re- 
ject their  demand. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  might  present 
Itni  farther  daims  iroon  us.  When  we  enlisted 
tbem  into  our  servioe,  we  entered  into  other 
engagements  with  them  besides  the  payment  of 
their  wages.  We  bound  ourselves  to  famish 
them  suitable  food,  clothing,  tents,  and  medi- 
cines, and  all  the  necessaries  of  a  soldier's  life. 
Bow  was  tibis  stipulation  fulfilled  t  Let  oar 
history,  let  Washington  himself  answer  this 
miestiOTL  How  often,  and  how  feelingly  do 
iliey  repeat  and  reiterate  the  wants  and  suffer- 
ing of  the  army,  through  onr  violation  of  oar 
ngBgements  I  They  declare  that "  sotnal  fam- 
ine" existed  in  the  army;  that  the  s(^iers 
"had  been  half  the  time  without  provisions," 
nd  had  "no  magaanes,  nor  money  to  form 
them ;"  that  they  "  were  bereft  of  every  hope 
from  the  Oommissaries ;  and,  at  one  time,  tne 
loldiers  ate  every  kind  of  horse  food  but  hay, 
tnd  were  perpetually  on  the  point  of  starving." 
As  to  dothes,  they  declare,  that  "neither  the 
ndksnor  net  of  Hie  eokuen  wen  ^oteoted 
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ftvm  the  frosts  and  cold  of  the  inclement  season; 
and,  after  bein^  exposed  through  the  day  to 
the  rigors  of  Wmter,  night  brought  no  relief;" 
that  they  were  without  clothes  and  without 
blankets,  and  at  one  time,  amid  the  frosts  of 
Winter,  nearly  three  thousand  men  were  bare- 
foot in  camp,  besides  the  number  ctmflDed 
to  the  hospitals  for  want  of  shoes."  And 
Washington  describes  their  distress  in  these 
emphatic  words :  Onr  tick,  naked  I  our  well, 
naked  I  our  imfortanate  men  in  captivity, 
nakedl" 

Such,  we  are  told  by  the  highert  authorities, 
was  the  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  primary 
articles  of  fbod  and  clothing ;  and  that,  as  to 
all  minor  necessaries,  they  were  almost  un- 
known. They  tell  you  that,  in  every  deport- 
ment, the  utmost  distress  prevuled,  and  thai 
many,  very  many,  sunk  under  their  accumulat- 
ed hardships;  that,  from  incessant  toil,  from 
insufficient  and  unwholesome  food,  from  want 
of  vegetables,  want  of  tents,  and  want  of 
clothes,  great  sickness  prevailed ;  the  ho^itaU 
were  crowded,  and  the  medical  department  be* 
ing  nnprovidea,  great  mortalily  followed,  kod 
nnusnfll  nnmben  were  carried  from  the  ho^i- 
tals  to  the  grave.  Do  not  sofiMnm  Uke  tiiese 
deserve  some  oonrideration?  mil  not  tiie 
merest  niggard  of  Justice,  calculatii^  only  dd* 
lars  and  cents,  admit  tliat  they  have  a  right  to 
demand  from  us  the  vtUae  of  the  food  and 
clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  whidi  wo 
wrongfully  withheld!  And  will  not  every 
mind,  imbued  with  sentiments  of  moral  right, 
spontaneously  declare  with  Washington,  that 
compensation  ought  also  to  be  made  to  them 
for  the  tortures  we  inflicted,  by  our  neglec^ 
and  violation  of  onr  duty!  The  amount  I 
will  not  attempt  to  estimate.  Let  gentiemra 
recur  to  onr  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  consult 
their  own  hearts  and  their  own  judgments,  and 
then  say  what  is  due  to  the  soldier,  who,  fee* 
blc,  and  rinking  for  want  of  food  and  snst^ 
nance,  marched,  during  tiie  day,  through  snow 
and  ice,  on  naked  feet,  exposed  unclad  to  the 
Winters  cold,  with  no  resting-place  at  n^ht 
bat  the  earth,  and  no  covering  but  the  sties: 
passing  through  sufl'erings  which  human  nature 
could  not  sustain  unbroken ;  and  £alllng  a  prey 
to  pestilence,  more  deadly  and  £ar  more  tennfio 
thni  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  GfaeerfVilly  did 
he  face  the  cannon's  moath,  and  dare  a  soldier's 
death  on  the  field  of  honor ;  but  what  rewards^ 
in  your  power  to  bestow,  would  have  pur- 
chased his  consent  to  meet  all  the  loathsome 
forms  of  disease;  to  breathe  the  hospital's 
naaseoos  contagions,  or  the  eormption  of  a 
prison  ship,  and  linger  through  protracted  tor- 
tarea,  unheeded  and  unknown,  towards  an  in- 
glorious death  t  Let  him  who  has  felt  the 
withering  hand  of  disease,  say  what  atonement 
we  should  make,  for  causing  horrors  like  these. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  endeavored  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  contend  that  iujustice 
has  been  done  to  the  soldiers  of  the  RevoWion. 
In  the  first  plaoe^  Buking  payment  of  their 
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vacu  iu  depreciated  p^>er.  Secondly,  with- 
holding a  part  even  of  the  nominal  amount, 
which  we  had  promised.  And,  thirdly,  other 
breaches  of  oontraot,  on  oar  part,  oaoaing  pe- 
culiar priTatiooa  and  snfferings  to  them. 

And  now  I  woold  ask,  nr,  who  are  the  men 
whom  we  have  thus  grieTonsly  wronged  ?  Are 
thef  mere  hirelings,  to  whom  we  should  be 
OMtent  to  weigh  out  Justice  by  the  grain  and 
■cniple,  or  are  they  our  greatest  earthly  bene- 
ftetont  They  were  actuated  by  higher  and 
purer  motiveB  than  any  soldiers  that  ever  as- 
•embled,  and  exhibited  a  spectacle  of  unyielding 
Ibrtitade,  and  self-denying  maoianimity,  une- 

3 nailed  in  the  annals  of  mankina.  Others,  on- 
er a  momentary  enthusiasm,  or  in  the  hur- 
rying fever  of  batde,  have  fought  as  desperate- 
ly. Others,  when  far  from  succor  ana  from 
their  country,  have  endured  and  persevered  for 
Individual  self-preservation.  Bat  where,  iu  all 
history,  is  an  example  of  a  soldiery,  with  no 
power  to  control  them,  who.  in  a  single  day, 
periiaps,  could  have  reached  tb^  homea  u 
aafety,  Toluntarily  o<Hitinaing  to  endure  such 
pnftnicted  miseries,  from  no  motive  but  inward 
ininciple  and  a  sense  of  duty  t  They  were  im- 
Dued  with  a  loftier  and  more  eqianded  spirit 
patriotism  and  philanthropy,  and  achieved 
more  for  the  happiness  of  their  country,  and  of 
mankind,  than  any  army  that  ever  existed. 
And  where  is  there  an  example  of  moral  sub- 
limity, equal  to  their  last  act  of  self-devotion, 
aftCT  peace  and  independence  bad  been  con- 
querea  t  That  army,  who  had  dared  the  pow- 
er and  bumbled  the  pride  of  Britmn,  and  wrest- 
ed a  nation  fh>m  her  grasp ;  ttiot  army,  with 
•words  in  their  bands,  need  not  have  sued  and 
biased  for  Justice.  Thqr  could  have  righted 
their  own  wnmga,  and  meted  oot  their  own  re- 
vardfl.  The oonntey was pnwtnteb^ore  them; 
and  if  they  had  raised  dieir  anus,  and  pro- 
claimed themselvea  sovereign,  where  was  the 
power  that  could  have  resisted  their  sway! 
They  were  not  unconscious  of  their  strength, 
nor  did  they  want  incitements  to  use  it. 

The  author  of  the  celebrated  Newbnrg  let- 
ters told  them,  your  country  disdains  your 
criee,  and  tramples  upon  your  diBtreflses.  He 
coiynred  them,  in  the  most  eloquent  and  ener- 
getic language,  to  exert  the  power  which  they 
hdd,  and  never  lay  down  their  arms  nntil  am- 
ple justice  had  been  obtained.  He  warned 
them,  if  onoe  disarmed  and  di^raed,  yonr 
voioe  win  dnk;  your  remoDStranoes  wiU  be 
unheard;  yon  will  grow  old  in  povwty,  and 
wade  through  the  vile  mire  dependency. 
What  was  their  answer,  when  thus  u^ed  and 
thus  tempted?  With  one  voice  tbey  spumed 
the  dork  suggestions,  voluntarily  surrendered 
their  arms,  and  submitted  themselvea  uncondi- 
tionally to  the  civil  power.  It  was  then  that 
their  illustrious  commander  said,  in  the  words 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  yes- 
terday, "  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world 
had  never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection 
which  honuu  nature  ia  oapobie  of  att^iog," 
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Tbey  quietly  dispersed  and  parted  for  thdr 
homes,  in  every  part  of  your  wide  domain,  un- 
rewarded, penniless,  carrying  with  them  noth- 
ing but  the  proud  consciousnees  of  the  parity 
and  dignity  of  their  conduct,  and  a  firm  reli- 
ance upon  their  country's  honor  and  their  coun- 
try's faith.  And  what  return  has  been  made 
to  them?  Have  they  not  found  your  hiidi- 
blown  honor  a  pidntea  bubUe,  and  your  plii^t' 
ed  fiuth  a  broken  reed?  Have  not  those  urfc 
predictions  of  your  ingratitude,  which  70a  that 
mdignantly  repelled,  as  slanders  foul  and  base, 
at  which  you  were  ready  to  exclaim,  "  is  thy 
servant  a  dog,  that  be  should  do  this  thingf"— 
have  they  not  been  too  much  realized?  Havo 
not  the  petitions  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevola- 
tion  been  disregarded?  Have  they  not  grown 
old  in  poverty !  Do  they  not  now  owe  the 
miserable  remnant  of  their  lives  to  charity? 
Sir,  if  we  change  not  our  conduct  towards 
them,  it  must  crimson  with  shame  the  frcmt  of 
history. 

Ur.  Etxutt  addroMed  the  eomniitlo  ai 
foUom: 

Ur.  Chairman:  It  I  connilted  only  mj 
inclination,  I  should  certainly  leave  the  canse 

of  the  Bevolutionary  officers  in  the  poweribl 
and  eloquent  advocacy  of  my  honorable  fiieod 
(Mr.  Spkaoub)  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I 
should  be  denrous  of  aToiding  the  appearacoe 
of  attempting  to  say  over  again,  what  he  has 
so  happily  and  so  forcibly  urged  in  their  behal£ 
It  is,  however,  a  subject  on  wliich  my  sense  of 
duty  will  not  allow  me  to  give  a  Eilent  vote; 
and  I  must  therefore  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  while  I  endeavor,  very  cursorily^ 
to  answer  some  of  the  olyecUons  which  hare 
been  urged  to  the  passage  of  the  InU,  and  while 
I  briefly  state  some  of  the  rcaaons  fat  which  I 
shall  Tote  for  the  bill,  and  for  the  amendment  ct 
my  h<»K>nble  oolleague,  (Mr.  Rebd.) 

It  has  been  objed»d,  sir,  to  the  claim  ot  the 
Bevolntionary  omceni,  that  it  is  one,  not  of 
Jufttico,  bat  of  gratitude.  This  description 
of  the  claim  does  not,  I  confess,  carry  a 
very  distinct  idea  to  my  mind.  I  understand 
what  would  be  meant  by  saying,  that  ic  is 
a  claim,  not  on  our  justice,  but  our  generosity. 
This  might  be  said  of  a  claim  founded  on 
services  not  entitled  to  compensation,  but  pre- 
senting a  fitir  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
liberality.  Bat  a  claim  on  our  gratitude  must 
surely  be  founded  on  real  and  important  scr- 
vicea.  These  services  must,  of  course,  create  a 
claim  also  on  our  Justice,  which  can  only  be 
dibcharged  by  full  and  ample  compensation. 
TfaaL  certuinly,  has  never  been  done  in  the  case 
of  the  Rerolntionary  officers:  and  if  th«Hr 
claim  is,  therefore,  as  is  admitted,  a  doim  on  our 
gratitude,  it  is,  for  the  same  reason,  a  claim  on 
our  justice. 

The  respected  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  AiBTON,)  said  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who,  wlien  an  account  had  been  piud,  wished 
to  have  it  dosed,  and  hear  no  more  about  it. 
So  am  I,  air,  but  not  till  it  has  been  pdd.  lam 
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one  of  thoBe  who  will  not  agree  to  an  acoonnrs 
bang  closed,  till  it  is  paid,  whether  I  stand  in  the 
relation  of  a  creditor  or  a  debtor.  If  I  am  the 
debtor,  it  shall  not  be  closed  till  I  have  paid  the 
Qttennost  farthing,  which  nothing  but  inevitable 
necessity  shall  prevent  my  doing.  If  I  am  the 
creditor,  it  shall  not  be  closed  till  itispaidjODless 
mj  debtor  be  unable  to  discharge  it;  and  then, 
if  he  is  poorer  than  I,  I  will  foi^ve  the  debt. 

Sir,  how  woa  this  aoooDDt  which  the 
gentleman  witi^toooDdderasoloaedt  Itwas 
paid  after  a  total  hankmptcy  of  the  conntry.  I 
do  not  reproach  her  neoearities;  God  forbid  I 
But  I  say,  that,  when  the  coontry  settled  with 
tire  Army  of  the  Revolation,Bhe  was  ineolvent, 
she  was  bankmpt:  she  made  a  paltry  dividend, 
2f.  6<f.  in  the  poond.  Kow  we  have  grown  rich; 
we  are  rolling  in  wealth ;  oar  old  creditor,  in 
tiie  extremity  of  age,  and  oflen  in  want,  comes 
sod  asks  for  a  little  relief  out  of  our  abundance. 
Te  tell  him  we  paid  bira  forty  years  ago ;  that 
we  have  hia  discharge  in  our  pocket,  and  bid 
him  begone.  The  gentleman  said,  when  an 
acoonnt  was  settled  and  pud,  he  wi^ed  to  hear 
no  more  about  it  Sir,  I  want  to  hear  ime  thing 
more  about  it— that  it  was  folly  paid  and  fiurly 
settled. 

Ur.  Chairman,  it  is  oljeeted  to  the  passage  of 
ttits  bill,  that  some  of  those,  for  whom  it  provides 
relief^  remained  in  possession  of  their  oertiflcates 
(rffinal  setilement,  until  they  rose  to  the  par  value, 
or  even  above  it.  If  Ithoaj^tthatanyctmsidcr- 
sble  number  of  the  surviving  officers  of  tlie 
Revolution  were  in  this  situation,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  be  unwilling  to  introduce  snch 
provisos  and  limitations  iuto  the  bill,  as  would 
exclude  such  persons  from  participating  in  itn 
benefits. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  gentleman 
vho  hears  me,  believes  that  the  number  of  tlie 
flttoers  of  the  Revolntioa  who  were  thus  able  to 
nurve  their  cerUfioatea,  and  faud  them  at  par, 
eon  be  so  eoariilerable  as  to  make  it  important  to 
take  their  case  into  special  connderatiou.  Bo 
they  few  or  many,  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow, 
that  even  they  ought,  as  a  matter  of  Justice,  to  bo 
that  out  from  the  [m>vMons  of  the  bilL  They 
Tore  entitled  to  money  or  available  securities. 
Too  gave  them  no  money,  and  seourities  worth 
but  an  eighth  of  their  nominal  value.  They  hod, 
perhaps,  a  pittance  which  enabled  them  to  live 
frum  day  to  day,  without  sacri&cing  their  oertiti- 
oatea  at  tbo  market  value.  These  they  reserved, 
not  knowing  tliat  they  would  eventually  bo 
Worth  the  paper  on  which  they  were  printed. 
They  q»ecalated  in  their  own  funds,  not  vulunta- 
tiljt  but  by  compulsion ;  and  I  cannot  think  that 
tbdr  having  done  bo,  unquestionably  in  a  very 
fev  cases,  St  which  it  does  not  wpear  that  any 
ne  is  among  tlioae  now  presented  to  our  cun^d- 
vation,  onght  to  form  a  reason  for  excluding 
them,  fax  less  all  the  other  surviving  officers, 
from  tlie  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

U  has  been  mode  an  objection  to  this  bill, 
that  it  tends  to  enlarge  the  pension  system  of 
United  States.    £Hir,  nothing  ii  more 
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deddedly  in  opposition  to  a  Republican  policy, 
not  merely  than  the  enlargement  of  a  pension 
system,  but  than  the  existence  of  any  thing 
which  oould  be  properly  called  by  that  name. 
But  let  us  not  be  misled  by  a  word,  particularly 
in  this  cose,  in  which  a  word,  rendered  odious 
by  its  abuses  in  other  oonutries,  is  to  be  applied 
to  objects  in  thu  country,  of  a  nature  totidly 
disnmilar,  Hy  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Si^ovb) 
has  already  alluded  to  the  definition  given  of  a 
penuon  by  the  great  English  lexicographer, 
who  unluckily  found  himsdf  before  long  in  the 
rituation  of  a  pendoner.  Permit  me  ogidn 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  this 
memorable  definition.  "  Pension — an  allowance 
made  to  any  one  without  an  equivalent  In 
England,  it  is  generally  understood  to  mean  pay 
given  to  a  State  hireling  for  treason  to  his 
country." 

Sir,  I  will  drop  the  latter  part  of  this  defini- 
tion, where  the  feelings  of  the  partisan  appear 
to  have  disturbed  the  judgment  of  the  critic  I 
will  take  only  the  part  of  the  deflnilion  intended 
to  he  exact :  "  An  ^owance  made  without  an 
oquivaleiU."  Without  on  equivalent  I  And  is 
this  the  character  we  are  going  to  givo  to 
the  frugal  aUowanm  proposed  for  those  who 
led  the  Armies  of  the  Bevolutionf  Pcnnonert 
Does  any  honorable  irian  affect  to  give  that 
name  to  one  who,  in  his  employment,  exerts 
his  talents,  and  spends  his  life  zealously,  faith- 
fully, indefatigabiy  ?  Is  tlte  fair  compensation 
for  Eer\'icos  rendered,  to  he  colled  by  the  odious 
name  of  a  pension  ?  Sir,  pass  this  bill,  adoptthe 
amendment  of  my  honorable  colleague,  (3Ir. 
Keed,)  give  the  snrvivors  of  the  Bevolntiou  all 
they  ask,  and  ten  times  more  than  they  ask, 
and  which  generation  will  still  be  in  arrears: 
we  to  onr  fathers,  or  they  to  ust  which  will 
have  done  the  most  for  the  otiier;  they,  in 
achievlDg  b^  thnr  toils  and  blood,  the  independ- 
euoe  we  er\|oy,  or  we  In  solacing  their  fljge  hj 
these  poor  gratnities?  wliich  generation  u 
dependent  on  the  bounty  of  the  other?  which 
is  the  |>enBioner  of  the  other  f 

Sir,  It  is  said  that  other  cUisses  suffered  as  much 
08  those  for  whom  relief  is  now  asked;  that 
the  distress  and  privation  were  gener^  and 
that  the  Army  bore  no  more  than  its  share 
iu  the  common  calamities.  There  was  snfiering 
cuough  on  all  sides,  Heaven  knows,  and  it 
fell,  it  is  true,  not  less  on  the  citizen  at  home, 
than  on  the  soldier  in  tlie  camp.  But  the 
Army,  in  suffering  as  such,  was  not  exempt 
troin  its  share  of  the  general  calamity.  They 
did  not  cast  off  the  character  and  relations  ot 
citizens.  No^  sir,  while  they  were  suffering  all 
the  hardships  of  the  camp  and  of  the  field,  they 
were  aL>o  suffering  in  all  their  interests  at  home, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community. 
Sir,  the  weoltii,  or  rather  let  me  soy,  the  firapd 
competence  of  the  great  mass  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  then  as  now,  consisted  in 
the  Ir.bor  of  the  citizen's  own  hand,  applied 
to  the  cultivation  of  a  little  farm,  or  the 
management  of  some  other  small  properfj. 
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Boch  unquestionably  was  the  case  with  those 
for  whom  relief  is  provided  by  tliis  biU.  They 
belonged  to  a  class  of  society  whose  personal 
attendance,  labor,  sod  care,  are  their  chief 
property.  "What  brings  the  most  grievous 
distress  on  such  a  class  of  society!  Kot  the 
fluctuations  and  obstructions  of  the  market; 
not  the  failure  of  crops  of  great  staple  products, 
\phich  do  not  depend  upon  the  presence  or 
absence  of  an  opulent  proprietor.  No,  mr,  the 
citizens  of  this  class  are  most  distressed  when 
an  indostrioos  member  is  called  away  from  the 
little  circle;  when  an  active  9on  or  brother 
is  lost  to  the  aged  father  or  helpless  sisters, 
who  depend  on  his  aid  to  can7  on  the  Irugal 
operations  of  that  domestic  industry,  which  is 
necessary  to  the  common  subsistence  and  com- 
fort. The  absence  ttom  home  of  those  most 
needed,  in  this  way,  was  ihe  chief  cause  of 
that  general  wreck  of  naaH  fbrtnnes,  which 
was  one  great  feature  of  tiie  universal  distress. 
I  myself,  sir,  know  fiunilies,  fh>m  which,  not 
one  alone,  bnt  two,  and  even  three,  who  were 
most  wanted  at  home,  were  yielded  to  the 
eommoncanse;  from  which,  when  Joseph  was 
not,  and  Simeon  was  not,  the  voice  of  a  bleed- 
ing country  called  Benjamin  away  also.  And 
however  great  the  sacrifice,  the  call  was  obeyed, 
89  is  well  known  from  many  a  touching  anec- 
dote of  those  eventful  times.  Let  mo  quote 
but  one  from  the  memorials  of  that  day  on 
which  the  first  blood  of  the  Revolntion  was 
shed  in  that  district  of  which  I  am  the  humble 
TcpreseDtative ;  "Tlie  day  that  the  report 
of^  this  affiiir  reached  Barnstable,  a  company 
of  militia  immediately  assembled  and  maroticd 
off  to  Cambridge.  In  the  front  nmk  there  was 
a  young  man,  the  son  of  a  resectable  Aither, 
his  wily  child.  In  marching  from  tlio  villagd, 
as  they  passed  his  house,  ho  came  out  to  meet 
them.  There  was  a  momentary  halt  The 
drum  and  fife  paused  for  an  instant  The 
father,  suppressing  a  strong  and  evident  emo- 
tion, said,  'God  be  with  you  all,  my  friends  1 
and  John,  if  you,  my  son,  are  called  into 
battle,  take  care  that  you  behave  like  a 
man,  or  else  let  me  never  see  your  face 
agfdn.'" 

Yes,  sir,  the  spirit  of  the  day  was  equal  to  its 
trials;  btjtletusnot  talk  of  the  soldier  as  ex- 
empt in  any  degree  Axim  tlio  common  suffering 
of  the  oiticen :  when  the  fact,  that  lie  was  ab- 
sent from  homo  in  the  Army,  might  be  the 
heaviest  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  liis  family, 
and  io  his  own  prosperity  as  a  member  of  it.  It 
deserves  also  to  be  recollected,  iliat  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  country,  after  tiie  close  of  the  war, 
were  probably  more  severe,  on  the  whole,  tlian 
during  its  continuance.  The  burdens  of  the 
war  wore  then  consolidated  on  society ;  a  con- 
siderable source  of  wealth,  the  expenditure  of 
the  foreign  troops,  was  dried  up  ;  the  ardor  of 
the  contest  was  gone,  and  ruin  came  home  to 
ahnoet  every  door.  Tradition  can  toll  us  of  in- 
stancea  where  the  former's  oxen  were  unyoked 
iqrtiie  tax-gatherer  from  the  plough.  Soohwia 
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the  state  of  things  which  drove  a  portion  of  the 
dtisens  of  my  own  Bti^  to  madness ;  such  was 
the  omdition  of  the  homes  to  which  those,  who 
had  borne  the  hardsIdpB  sui  perils  of  the  war^ 
too  often  retnmed.  let  ns  not  then  ima^ne, 
sir,  that  the  army,  in  the  midst  of  its  pecmiar 
privations,  was,  in  the  least  d^ree,  spared  from 
its  portion  of  general  calamity. 

It  is  said,  that  the  relief  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, is  a  premium  on  old  age.  Sir,  that  ex- 
pression sonnds  harshly  to  my  ear.  The  term 
premium,  when  thus  used,  reminds  me  of  those 
measures  in  political  economy  which  are  resort- 
ed to,  in  order  to  stimulate  productioD .  We  say 
that  heavy  duties  on  forei^  fabrics  are  a  pre- 
mium on  domestic  manufactures — that  iigudi- 
cious  alms-^ving  is  a  premium  on  pauperism. 
The  provi^ons  of  this  bill  are  not  to  have  the 
effect  of  multiplying  the  numbers  of  the  aged 
and  venerable  persons  to  whom  it  looks.  Sir, 
they  are  dropping  fast  Into  the  graro ;  your 
bounty  will  come  too  late  to  produce  that  effect 
upon  them,  which,  at  an  earlier  stage,  might 
have  enabled  them  to  bid  defiance  to  the  various 
foes  of  life.  The  most  it  cau  do  will  be  to  soothe 
their  decline.  At  all  events,  it  will  not  increase 
their  nnmber ;  and  considering  who  they  are,  I 
would  rather  call  it  a  solace  and  a  comfort,  than 
a  premium  for  old  age. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  we  cannot  go  farther  at 
this  time;  that  in  making  provision  for  the 
surviving  veteran,  we  cannot  also  make  pro* 
vi^on  for  the  widow  and  children  of  those  who 
are  deoaued.  Kothing  bnt  the  well-settled 
conviction,  that  the  bill,  as  already  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  my  colleague,  is  the  best  Inll 
which  can  be  carried  through  the  House,  recon- 
ciles me  to  omit  from  it  the  amendment,  sug- 
gested yesterday  by  another  honorable  coUengao 
and  friend,  (Mr.  Dwionr.)  But,  air,  we  must  be 
contented  to  do  what  good  we  can,  and  not  re- 
fuse to  do  any  good,  because  we  cannot  do  all 
good.  The  case  of  the  survivors  is  a  cose  by  it- 
self ;  it  has  been  investigated ;  their  nnmber  is 
nearly  ascertained ;  and  the  appropriation  pro- 
posed is  calculated  to  afford  a  certain  relief  to 
those  who  share  it  "VVliensoever  the  case  of 
the  widows  and  children  shall,  by  any  honorable' 
gentleman,  be  proposed  to  Congress  in  such  a 
manner  that  we  can  also  act  with  discretion 
upon  it,  it  shall  not  want  my  feeble  ud. 

But,  dr,  we  have  a  national  debt  to  be  paid 
off.  The  topic,  in  one  view  of  it,  was  treated 
with  great  ability,  by  my  friend  from  Maine; 
and  it  was  also  very  pertinently  observed  by  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
IIempioll,)  in  the  able  argument  with  which  he 
introduced  its  discussion,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  if  carried  into  effect,  wonld  not  delsy 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt  more  than 
sixty  or  ninety  days.  This  national  debt  is  s 
standing  theme.  I  do  not  remember  a  de'mte 
or  a  question  of  appropriation,  this  season,  not 
even  on  poor  Mrs.  Denney's  pension,  in  which 
tJie  payment  oi  the  national  debt  has  not  besB 
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recommended  to  oar  amdoiu  consideration.  On 
tiiis  subject,  therefore,  I  will  ask  to  be  pt^oned 
s  wotA.  I  know,  sir,  it  ig  a  Bound  Bepablican 
maxim,  to  pay  off  the  naUonal  debt.  I  am  no 
believer  ia  tbe  proposition,  that  a  national  debt 
is  a  oational  blessing.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  onr 
iostitattons,  that  the  GoTerament  sfaoald  stand 
in  as  few  and  simple  relations  as  posMble  to  the 
people ;  that  there  should  be  as  little  Govem- 
meot  as  pofisible ;  that  the  people  shoold  do  as 
modi  ai  possible  for  themselves.  It  is  a  viola- 
tion of  tiiese  sonnd  dootrineai  that  GoTenunent 
Amid  stand  towards  a  portiott  <tf  the  citizens 
in  a  perpetnated  relatiim  (tf  debtinrslkip  to  avast 
OKHUit  For  tlua  reasoa,  it  is  dearaUe  to  pay 
off  the  debt  Bat  as  a  financial  operation,  to 
rdieve  or  disembarrass  the  people,  it  is,  in  my 
present  view  of  the  snl^ect,  little  better  than  a 
farce ;  almost  as  mnch  so  as  the  operaUons  of 
the  English  sinking  fond  were  at  a  time  when 
tut  loans  were  annaallj  made ;  in  other 
words,  when  the  money  was  borrowed  to  place 
in  tbe  hands  of  tlie  commiasionera.  Sir,  yon 
pay  off  five  millions  of  the  national  debt,  we 
vul  sDppoee,  this  year.  What  is  gained  by  so 
doing!  Ton  are  relieved,  it  will  be  answered, 
from  tbe  aeoessity  of  paying  the  interest  on  five 
millims  of  dollars.  Granted :  but  where  do 
roaeetfiTeuillionB,  Vy  whioh  yoa  pay  off  so 
nneh  of  the  debtt  Yoa  take  it,  of  coarse,  by 
taxation,  direct  or  indirect  from  the  pockets  of 
tlie  people.  In  other  words,  you  deprive  them 
it,  and  the  interest  on  it,  forever.  What, 
then,  have  yon  gained  by  the  operation  ?  You 
Itave  taken  a  snm  of  money  oat  of  one  pocket, 
and  pat  it  into  the  other.  I  said  this  grave  pruoo- 
^ore  was  almost  a  farce.  In  its  direct  op^tion, 
it  is;  in  its  remote  results,  it  is  a  great  loss  to 
tbe  coontiT.  The  debt  is  now  about  eighty 
millioitf.  Twenty-five  years  hence,  oar  popu- 
iaiioa  will  be  doahled ;  oar  wealth,  no  donbt, 
miKh  more  than  doabled,  bnt,  to  be  within 
boQDda,  let  OS  say  it  will  be  doubled.  A  nominal 
(Uc  vt  rigfaty  millions,  twenty-five  years  hence, 
vill  be  DO  more  burdensome  than  one  ot  forty 
niitUons  now.  In  other  words,  time,  and  the 
iHppy  progress  of  the  country,  would  of  them- 
ttlves  reduce  the  debt,  if  you  would  leave  the 
tUng  to  their  silent  operation,  as  fast,  perhaps, 
at  the  pnblic  welfiure  demands.  By  hastening 
to  p«y  tha  debt,  we  therefore  increase  tbe 
nontiy's  burden.  No  member  of  this  commit- 
tee will  doubt  that,  if  tbe  debt  were  not  redeem- 
l^e,  it  ooold  be  funded  at  four  per  cent. 
Tils  would  be  of  itself  paying  near  twenty 
wiDionB  out  of  the  eighty ;  this  would  be  a  gain 
"•deed.  Bnt,  no,  Mr.  Chdrtnao,  we  insistnpon 
P>jing  itoff  now  at  six  per  cent.  However,  sir, 
I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this  subject.  I  am  con- 
tent to  have  suggested  a  reason,  why  the  na- 
uooal  debt  may  be  left  to  be  oonndered  at  the 
time,  wtieo  tbe  TepottBi^  the  Committee 
<»  Ways  and  Means  are  before  the  House.  I 
^  ODiT  add,  that  Uwre  is  no  wialogy  between 
«•  naoMul  debt  and  debt  between  man  and 
am.  The  natlcnal  debt  ia  die  eTidenoe  of  a 
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capital  consnmed  In  tbe  pnblic  sMrice.  Ko 
operation  of  finance  can  restore  what  has  thns 
becoi  destroyed.  If  the  objects  for  wlilch  this 
capital  was  coDsnmed  were  good,  the  expendi- 
ture was  wise  and  proper;  if  not,  it  was  im- 
provident; bat  the  paying,  or  leaving  it  un- 
paid, ia  no  degree  affects  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  except  as  I  have  already  represented  it; 
and  ought  not,  therefore,  ever  to  come  into  con- 
dderation,  to  prevent  our  making  further  ex* 
penditure  for  necessary  or  laudable  ol^ects. 

There  is  one  consideration,  Mr.  Ohairman, 
which,  as  often  as  I  have  revolved  tiiia  subject 
in  my  mind,  has  seemed  to  call  upon  us,  for 
very  shame,  to  do  swnethingfor  these  men. 
is  tiiis,  that  liberal  provisTon  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be  made,  by  the  En^ish  GOTera- 
ment,  for  those  who,  in  that  country,  are  called 
Amencan  loyalists— in  this  country,  refugeea 
and  tories.  Sir,  I  have  myself  seen  the  cimtrast 
to  which  I  allude ;  I  have  seen  the  declining 
days  of  a  person,  who  bad  filled  a  very  subor- 
dinate post  in  the  puUio  service  before  the  year 
1775,  made  comfortable  by  the  liberal  pro- 
vision of  the  British  Government  Yes,  dr,  I 
have  seen  the  imperial  arm  of  her  charity 
stretched  out  across  the  Atlantic,  to  support 
him  in  the  winter  of  life,  while  the  veteran  of 
the  Revolution  was  absolutdy  sufilering,  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  want  oi  such  relief 
as  this  bill  would  anbrd.  Gentlemen  all  know, 
that  the  provision  for  the  American  loyalists  stUi 
forms  an  item  in  the  annual  budget  in  Great 
Britain ;  that  a  portion  of  tbe  bounty  is  dis- 
pensed in  this  country;  while,  even  in  his 
amendment,  my  worthy  colleague  has  thooght 
it  necessary  to  make  residence  in  the  United 
States  a  condition  of  receiving  this  late  and 
poor  provision.  I  do  not  object  to  this  practi- 
cally, I  presume  it  wilt  deprive  no  one  of  what 
he  would  otherwise  receive ;  but  I  would  will- 
ingly have  emulated  tlie  bouaty  which  knows 
how  to  pursue  its  rightful  olyeota  to  the  end  of 
theeardi. 

Consider,  tcft  a  moment^  the  amount  of  the 
expuiditure  for  the  military  Mrrioe  of  tbe  yev 
on  our  present  establishment  Hie  entire  an- 

nnal  cost  of  tlie  military  defence  of  the  countr;^ 
including,  indeed,  the  expensive  artsclee  of 
fortifications  and  engineering,  ia.  five  millions  of 
dollars.  Sir,  I  make  no  nofiiendly  reflectiona 
ou  any  part  of  this  expenditure,  either  for  the 
permanent  and  durable  objects,  or  for  the  an- 
nued  service  of  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
I  voted,  carefully,  for  the  whole  appropriatioit. 
But  I  pray  you,  sir,  remember  that,  at  the  rate 
of  five  millions  per  annum,  we  have  pwd,  since 
the  year  1817,  forty  millions  of  dcdlars;  while 
tbe  entire  war  debt  of  the  Bevolatlon— the 
whole  debi  for  military  and  naval,  domestic  and 
fineign  servioe,  was  bat  forty-two  millions,  as 
estimated  In  1788.  While,  then,  in  eight  yeua 
irf  these  piping  times  of  peace,  we  pay,  for  the 
various  o^ecta  of  military  expenditure^  an 
amount  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  war  debt  of 
tbe  Bevolutioa,  can  it  be  aaU  that  we 
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not-,  or  cannot,  make  this  poor  appropriation,  to 
pay  a  part  of  that  unliquidated  debt  of  honor 
and  justice,  which  is  now  urged  nponus?  Can 
we,  sir,  but  three  months  after  voting  these  great 
ap]>ropriatioQ  bills  for  the  military  ez[»endituro 
of  a  season  of  profound  peace,  can  we  tarn  from 
our  door  the  scarred  and  gray-haired  veteran  of 
tlie  W1U-,  which  gave  being  to  our  nation  ?  Sir,  I 
cast  no  impntawn  on  onr  Army,  or  its  Officers. 
They  do  au  that  can  be  done  in  time  of  peace ; 
83  some  <^  them,  in  oar  last  stru^Ie,  did  all  that 
could  be  done  by  gallant  men,  m  time  of  war ; 
but  I  know  they  themselves  would  be  the  last  to 
say,  that  they  deserved  an  earlier  and  prompter 
provision,  than  the  heroes  of  the  Bevolation. 

Sir,  if  this  act  of  grateful  justice  is  ever  to  be 
performed,  now  is  the  time  for  its  performance. 
The  present  year  completes  the  half  century 
ance  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  and 
most  devoutly  do  I  hope,  that,  when  the  silver 
trumpet  of  onr  political  jubilee  sounds,  it  raay 
be  with  a  note  of  comfort  and  joy  to  the  with- 
ered heart  of  the  war-worn  veteran  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Our  tardy  provision  will,  indeed, 
come  too  late  to  help  nim  tiirongh  the  hard 
journey  of  life ;  it  wUl  not  come  too  late  to  al- 
leviate the  sorrows  of  age,  and  smooth  the  pil- 
low of  decline.  Sir,  it  is  tJie  fiftieth  year  of 
car  Independence.  How  much  we  ehaU  read, 
how  much  we  shall  hear,  how  much,  perhaps, 
wo  shall  say  this  year,  about  the  glorious  ex- 
ploits of  onr  fathers,  and  the  debt  of  gratitude 
wc  owe  them.  I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  all  talk. 
I  want  to  do  something.  I  want  a  substantial 
tribute  to  bo  paid  them.  Praise,  sir,  is  sweet 
music,  both  to  old  and  young ;  but  I  honestly 
confess  that  my  mind  relucts  and  revolts,  by 
anticipation,  at  the  thonght  of  the  compliments 
with  which  we  are  going  to  fill  the  ears  of  these 
poor  veterans,  while  we  leave  their  pockets 
empty,  and  their  backs  cold.  If  we  cost  oat 
this  bill,  I  do  hope  that  some  member  of  this 
Eonse,  possessing  an  influence  to  which  I  can- 
not aspire,  will  introduce  another,  to  make  it 
penal  to  say  a  word  on  the  fourth  of  July,  about 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  weowe  to  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution.  Let  the  day  and  the  topic 
pass  in  decent  silence.  I  hate  all  gag-laws ;  out 
there  is  one  thing  I  am  willing  to  gag — the 
vaporing  tongue  of  a  bankrupt,  who  has  grown 
rich,  and  talks  sentiment,  about  the  obligation 
he  feels  to  his  needy  creditor,  whom  he  paid  off 
at  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

3£r.  Alston  made  some  explanations,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  £vEBBTT,  when  the  question  waa 
taken  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  amendment 
with  "twelve  bandred  thousand  ddlars,"  and 
carried — ayes  81,  nays  80. 

Hr.  Wabd  then  ofifered  the  following,  to  be 
added  as  a  rizth  section : 

"S»c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
I  survivor  in  the  militia,  during  the  IleToluUonary 
.  K-ar,  being  now  a  rendent  of  the  Tlnitetl  States,  for 
the  period  of  nine  moatha  in  one  term  of  serrice, 
■ball,  if  «  commiBsioaed  officer,  recdve  twenty  dol- 
]an  per  nuaUh;  and,  If  he  aerved  la  ai^  other  ca- 
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pacity,  shall  receive  eight  dollara  per  month,  durii^ 
bis  life." 

Ifr.  CooKB  now  saggested  to  Mr.  Wasd  to 
modify  this  section,  by  inserting  "  thxee,^  In^ 
stead  of  "  nine"  months. 

Mr.  Waed  accepted  the  modification,  and 
the  question  being  put  on  the  section,  as  thus 
amended,  it  was  adopted — ^yeas  66,  nays  67. 

Mr.  M^BTiN,  expres^ng  a  denre  to  addraai 
the  committee,  bat  referring  to  the  lateness  iX 
the  hoar,  Qt  was  now  half-past  four  o^ehx^ 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

After  a  desaltoty  conversation,  tite  motioo 
prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose, 

Mr.  BooHANAN  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther 
con^deration  of  the  "  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Revolutionary  officers,"  with  a  view  that  id 
farther  condderation  might  be  conducted  ta 
the  House. 

Before  any  decision  was  had, 

The  House  a^oamod. 


WsDsnsDAT,  April  26. 
The  New  Cr«ek  Treaty. 

The  following  Afessage  was  received  fima 
the  President  of  the  United  Sti^: 

To  the  SentOe  md  JTotut  of  SiKprmaitaiiott  ef  fk 
UTuUdStaitai 

WiSHniQTOlf,  25^  AprU,  1S3«. 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  cop- 
ies of  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indiaiu, 
concluded  on  the  24th  day  of  January  last,  «ith  a 
supplementary  article,  signed  on  the  81st  of  last 
month,  which  have  been,  with  the  advice  and  eon- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  duly  raUfied.  I  send,  at  the 
same  time,  copies  of  the  treaty  superseded  by  tbem, 
Ngned  at  the  Indian  Bprinss,  on  the  12Ui  of  Febru- 
ary, 18S5.  The  treaQr  and  sumdeoientary  attiekv 
now  ratifledi.will  require  the  aid  of  the  LegiaUbm 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.  And  I  subjoin  a  tet- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War,  propoang  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  removal  of  that  portion  of  the  Creek  nation 
which  may  be  disposed  to  remove  west  of  the  His* 
^srippi;  recommending  the  whole  salfjeet  to  Haattr 
vorable  considepation  of  Congress. 

John  Qctikct  Adahb. 

Dkpabtmknt  or  War,  April  24,  1828. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that,  from 
joformatioQ  lately  received,  a  fuiihersum  of  tvoi^ 
Uioasand  dollars,  over  and  above  that  provided  for 
in  the  9th  article  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creebv 
judiciously  a|^ed  in  indemnifying  emigrants  ibr 
their  Improvements  in  the  uncedcd  part  of  their 
Territory,  as  well  within  the  limits  of  Alabflma  u 
of  Georgia,  (should  indeed  any  portion  of  their  land 
be  found  within  the  latter  State  in  this  predicamt^) 
win  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  cmigrantu,  and 
thereby,  to  the  extent  of  its  infloence,  to  promote 
the  general  policy  of  the  United  States,  and  I  snl*- 
mit  to  you  the  propriety  of  communicatfaig  tUsnl^ 
jcot  to  the  consideraUoB  of  Congresa 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jamu  BAMBOiia. 


Tke  Nev)  Creek  TVwtfy. 


Digmzed 
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School  Land*. 

The  Honse  then  took  np  the  hill  "to  appro- 
priate lands  for  the  support  of  schools  in  cer- 
tain townships,  and  fractional  townships,  not 
before  provided." 

This  bill  had  been  before  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  the  question  now  being  on  order- 
ing the  1»I1  to  be  ragroBsed  fiw  a  uurd  read- 
ing— 

MX.  ViBToir  arid,  (me  word  of  explanadon 
might  be  necessary  to  enable  the  House  to 
nmlerstand  the  object  of  the  bill.   The  ordi- 
nance of  the  30th  of  May,  1786,  which  is  the 
bads  of  the  land  sTstem,  had  made  provision 
tat  the  support  of  schools,  in  the  territory 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  directed  one 
thirty-sixth  part,  or  one  section  of  land,  being 
section  No.  16,  to  be  reserved  and  set  apart  for 
the  support  tit  schools  within  each  township. 
It  was  the  evident  intention  of  ^at  law  to 
make  a  general  provision  for  the  support  of 
■choob,  in  the  whole  country  owned  oy  the 
United  States ;  and  constitat^  one  of  the  in- 
dncements  of  the  settler  to  buy  of  the  Qovem- 
menk    Owing,  however,  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  pnblio  lands  are  surveyed,  this  in- 
dncemeut  is  not  alwa^  held  ont  to  the  emi- 
grant, and  the  intention  of  the  wdinance  is 
tlitw  partially  defeated.   The  public  surveys 
ue,  in  genet^,  based  on  the  navigable  rivers, 
snch  as  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  &c. ; 
the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  most  of  the 
townships  situate  upon  the  rivers  are  fractional 
towndiips,  and,  in  very  many  of  them,  by  a 
bead  or  turn  in  the  river,  section  No.  16  is  cut 
ofl^  and  the  township,  by  this  accidental  cir- 
camstanee,  deprived  of  its  school  land.  A 
denser  population  is  generally  found  on  the 
muvin  of  these  streams,  than  in  any  other  part 
(rf  tne  country,^  and  hence  it  happens,  that,  in 
these  fraotioiuu  towndips,  where  there  is  a 
greater  neoessity  for  sohools  than  anywhere 
dae,  no  provision  at  all  has  been  made  for  their 
support.    This  biU  proposes  to  place  these 
towi)shi[s  upoi^  a  footing  with  the  entire  town- 
ships, by  giving  to  them  a  quantity  of  land 
Wring  the  same  proportion  to  a  whole  section 
of  land,  that  the  fractional  township  bears  to 
a  whole  township.   The  bill  further  proposes 
to  make  provision  for  such  entire  townsliips 
of  land  as  have  been  heretofore  unprovided  for. 
Of  these,  there  are  a  few  that  have  been  grant- 
ed by  Oongress  without  the  reservation  of  a 
school  section — among  which,  the  township  of 
Isnd  recently  granted  to  General  Lafayette  is 
onc^  the  inhabitants  of  which  will  be  wititout 
sny  provision  for  the  anpport  of  schools.  The 
fnuch  grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  another 
tnct  of  land  in  the  same  situation ;  to  make 
provision  for  which,  Mr.  V.  said,  Le  held  an 
*>3eiidment  in  his  hand,  propoMi^  to  appro- 
priate one  section  and  a  quarter  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  that  grant. 
Mr.  V.  said  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to 
b^ore  ho.  iM  down,  tliat  th«  bill  and 
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amendment  had  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
whole  Conunittee  on  theiPabho  Lands. 
[The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Vistos, 

Eroposed  that  a  section  and  a  quarter  of  land 
e  granted  for  the  support  of  schools  in  that 
tract  of  country  usually  called  the  French 
Grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,] 

Mr.  CooEB,  after  some  general  observations 
in  disapprobation  of  the  facility  with  wliich 
Congress  is  in  the  practice  of  granting  away 
the  pnblio  lands,  ana  ezpreaaive  of  his  doubts 
of  the  expediency  of  tnis  measure,  inquired, 
whether  the  provisions  of  this  bill  came  within 
the  compact  between  tiie  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  YiNTON  Bud,  in  reply,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  inquired  whether  the 
United  States  were  bound  oy  their  compact 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  give  school  lands  to 
these  fractional  townships.  His  answer  to  the 
inquiry  was,  that  the  bill  was  not  confined  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  but  embraced  all  the  "West- 
em  States  wherever  the  surveys  were  based 
upon  rivers  or  other  public  waters,  or  where, 
from  any  other  cause,  tiiere  might  be  a  frac- 
tional township  destitute  of  provision  for 
schools.  But,  smce  the  gentleman  had  moken 
of  the  compact  between  Ohio  and  the  United 
States,  which,  under  the  same  terms,  has  been 
entered  into  with  the  other  new  States  which 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  ho  would 
say,  that  those  fractional  townships  had  a  fair 
right  to  ask  for  the  bmefits  of  this  bill,  on  the 
ground,  that  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of 
tlie  compacts  required  it  at  our  hands.  Section 
No.  16,  in  each  townsliip,  was  given  by  the 
compacts  with  those  States,  in  consideration  of 
the  promise  by  those  States  not  to  tax  the 
public  lands  for  five  years  after  being  sold. 
Now,  sir,  the  fractional  townships,  as  well  as 
the  entire  townships,  are  not  aul^ect  to  tiie 
taxing  power  of  the  States  where  ntuated, 
until  the  expiration  of  that  period  after  sale. 
The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  grants  of 
land  for  any  purpose  lying  within  these  States. 
They  have  no  power  to  tax,  whether  tlio  dis- 

Eosition  of  the  land  by  the  United  States  be 
y  gift  or  sale,  until  five  years  shaU  have 
elapsed.  The  States  having  agreed  to  forc^ 
the  right  of  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  educa- 
tion, the  equivalent  given  ought  to  bo  co-ei- 
tensive  with  the  right  surrendered  in  favor  of 
the  United  States ;  which  surrender  of  the  tax- 
ing right,  as  already  observed,  extends  to  all 
the  lands  embraced  by  the  bill,  and  which 
ought,  therefore,  in  justice  and  equity,  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  compact  in  common 
with  all  other  limds. 

Bnt,  Mr.y.  said,  if  these  considerations  were 
wanting,  he  presumed  the  House  would  feel  no 
reluctance  in  making  this  small  appropriation 
of  land  for  snch  an  olyect,  when  wo  had 
already,  this  sesnon,  and  every  other  session 
since  he  had  been  a  member,  given  away  for 
greater  quantities  of  land,  to  men  who  had  no 
other  mmt  than  that  of  having  taken  posses- 
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siun  of  the  pnblio  lands,  without  &nj  claim  or 
sliadow  of  right  or  authority,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  law  to  the  contrary.  Whereas,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  are  intended  to  promote  an 
oljoct  of  the  highest  value  and  importaooe. 

At  this  stage  of  the  prooeedings  oa  the  bill, 
a  motion  for  a^jonmmeat  vaa  lUMe  and  car- 
ried. 

Vkdsesdat,  May  3. 
Ca»6  qf  Mrt.  JkeatuT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Bvosnbb  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
*'to  compensate  Mrs.  Sason  Decatur,  widow 
and  representative  of  Captain  St^ben  Deca- 
tar,  and  others." 

[The  bill  provides  that  — ^  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated as  a  fiUl  otHnpenaetion  and  re> 
mnnoration  to  Susan  Decatnr,  widow  and 
representative  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Deoatur,  commander,  and  to  the  offioera  and 
crew,  of  the  Bchooner  Intrepid,  for  the  capture 
and  dcf?truction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
before  Tripoli ;  to  be  divided  among  the  satd 
Susan  Decatar,  the  officers  and  crew  aforesaid, 
or  their  representatives,  in  sncli  manner  that 
each  individual  shall  receive  such  proportion 
thereof,  according  to  his  grade,  as  was  paid  to 
the  cajiturs  of  the  Gnerriere,  Macedonian,  and 
Java,  of  the  same  grade,  of  the  compensation 
^tnropriated  to  them.] 

riio  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfTdrs  was  read,  together  witii  sundry  doca- 
meuts,  rdative  to  this  case. 

Mr.  HoLoovBK  rose,  and  stated,  that  he  had 
been  authori^  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Alfnirs,  to  move  any  sum  for  filling  this  blank 
with,  which  he  might  think  proper.  That, 
^ter  a  full  examinaticm  of  the  claim,  be  had 
determined  to  propose  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  state  to  the 
committee  the  facts  and  course  of  reasoning 
which  had  induced  him  to  propose  and  defend 
this  sum. 

Lieut.  Decatur  could  liavo  removed  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
after  her  re-captore,  had  not  the  peremptory 
orders  of  Com.  Preble  to  the  contrary,  prevent- 
ed him  from  making  the  attempt.  This  con- 
clnsion,  Mr.  H.  smd,  appeared  to  him  irresisti- 
ble, from  a  variety  of  facts:  the  ship  was 
carried  with  great  gallantry,  hat  without  loss : 
and  continued  in  unintermpted  possession  of 
the  captors  for  half  an  hour,  in  which  time  she 
was  fired  in  various  directions;  and  was  not 
abandoned  nntll  the  flames  had  involved  the 
whole  ship,  even  the  rigging  and  tops,  and  were 
seen  bursting  (to  use  the  langooge  of  Lieut 
Decatur's  report)  from  the  ports  and  hatch- 
ways. Then,  bnt  not  until  the  destruction  of 
the  ^ip  had  been  made  certun— not  indeed, 
vntQ  me  had  been  placed  b^ond  the  reach 
of  ooDtingenQy  to  reoMm— limL  Deotnr  and 
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his  brave  associates  boarded  their  gallant  little 
ketch,  (well  named  tiie  Intr^ld,)  and  dowly 
and  witb  much  difficult  effected  their  retxeat, 
by  beadng  out  ot  the  harbor.  The  lialf  bear 
oonsomed  in  destroying  the  ship  was  cue  of 
great  interest  The  wind  (as  Capt.  Jonee*s 
fetter  and  the  pilot's  testimony  proves)  which 
was  entirely  favorable  (blowing  off  the  diore) 
at  the  moment  of  cairying  ttie  frigate,  ana 
which  continued  so  for  nearly  half  an  boor 
afterwards,  suddenly  veered  about  (such  sad- 
den obaoges  are  common  to  that  ngion)  and 
became  decisively  unfavorable — in  fiwt,  a  head 
wind.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  in 
a  state  of  perfect  bewilderment.  Bcttta  filled 
with  seamen  and  scddiers  were  seen  rowing 
near  the  frigate.  But  not  the  slightest  effort 
was  made  either  to  repulse  the  aasailutts,  or 
arrest  the  retreat  of  toe  ketch.  Not  a  msn. 
was  fired  from  the  Tript^itan  m«rine^  wludt 
lay  witliin  pistol-diot  distance  from  these  ves- 
sels ;  and  afthoo^  the  batteries  finally  opened 
upon  them,  their  fire  was  so  wild  and  irrcf^ular, 
as  to  take  effect  but  in  a  single  instance — a 
round  diot  passing  through  the  top-gallant 
sail  of  the  ketch  I  From  the  few  facts  thna 
loosely  thrown  together,  Mr.  H.  considered 
himself  sustained  in  the  conclusion,  that  lieuL 
Decatur,  had  his  orders  warranted  the  attempt, 
by  cutting  the  cables  of  the  Philadelphia  vnor 
mediately  after  carrying  her,  could  have  re- 
moved her  in  safety  ana  triumph  to  a  friendly 
port  Every  thing  was  favorable  to  such  a 
result  The  wind  was  propitious — ^the  piktt 
skiUbl  and  amdous  for  the  enterprise ; .  the 
ship,  too,  was  ready  for  sea  or  for  action,  erea 
to  the  loading  of  her  guns  and  the  bending  of 
her  sails,  ^d  the  enemy  were  in  ft  state  of 
total  incapacity  cither  for  pursuit  or  attaelt— 
panic-struck  and  paralyzed. 

Mr.  H.  ccoitended,  if  the  ketch,  scarcely  a 
match  for  one  of  the  smallest  Tripolitan  cruis- 
ers, after  the  enemy's  first  moments  of  dismay 
had  subsided,  with  the  wind  ahead,  were  p«-- 
mitted  to  depart  unmolested,  that  no  attempt 
could  have  been  made — no  attempt  would  have 
been  made,  to  have  arrested  the  retreat  of  the 
frigatA.  The  frigate  was  incomparably  the 
safer  place.  Her  defences  were  ample,  and  the 
crew  of  the  Intrepid,  unreduced  by  the  gallant 
conquest  which  they  had  just  achieve^  were 
in  saffldent  numbers  to  have  manned  her 
teries  and  made  siul  upon  the  ship.  The  half- 
hour  consumed  in  her  destruction  would  eveo 
have  enabled  the  captors  (so  short  was  the 
distance,  not  two  and  a  half  miles)  to  hare 
towed  her  into  the  open  sea.  But  such  an 
attempt  would  have  been  unnecessary :  for  the 
wind,  as  before  observed,  was  favorable,  and 
the  pilot  perfectly  familiar  with  the  harbor. 
From  the  whole  history  of  this  achievement, 
sustained  by  official  documents,  and  reasoning 
from  all  analogy — all  precedent — all  probabili^ 
— ^Mr.  H.  oonndered  bis  first  posituHi  as  ftdly 
established:  that  Lieut  Decatur  could  have 
removed  th*  frigate  Philadelphia  from  tha 
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htfbor  of  Tripoli,  had  not  his  orders  prerented 
him  from  making  the  attempt. 

Had  the  captors  sncoeeded  in  removing  th^ 
prixe  to  a  place  of  safety,  thej  would  have  been 
entitled  hj  the  prize  law  of  1800  to  the  full  value 
of  the  shipi  to  250,000  or  800,000  dollars. 

Bat,  to  obviate  all  difficnltiea  on  this  point ; 
to  accommodate,  as  far  as  possible,  all  differ- 
enoes  of  opinion  growing  oat  of  the  question, 
vh^her  she  could  or  could  not  have  been 
iwDoved,  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  resolved 
toeooaider  her  as  worth  to  the  captors  one 
hondred  tboosand  dtdlars  in  the  harbw  of 
Triptdi — which  is  the  lowest  snia,  taking  all 
risks — all  probabilities  of  rec^tnre,  into  oon- 
udwation,  at  which  they  can  consent  to  rate 
her.  A  regard  for  the  memory  of  Commodore 
Deca^,  and  the  honor  of  the  brave  men  as- 
Bodatod  with  him  in  this  unequalled  enterprise, 
ilr.  H.  said,  forbade  him  to  name  a  sum  lower 
tbau  thia — a  sum  which  mi^t  be  defended, 
eitli^  upon  the  principle  of  right  to  which  the 
captors  were  entitlea  by  the  law  of  1600,  or 
upon  the  principle  of  remuneration,  as  a  re- 
ward for  a  meritorious  and  gallant  action. 
And  it  was  npw  thia  mixed  ccmsideration,  the 
cmader^ion  of  rmiunenUjon  and  ri^t,  that 
this  most  interesting  claim,  in  his  oplmon,  was 
JosUy  sustainable. 

Kr.  H.  said  he  would  now  leave  the  defence 
ot  the  bill  upon  the  principle  of  right  or  cap- 
tare,  to  its  profesuonal  friends,  and  proceed  to 
defend  it  upon  other  principles — upon  the  force 
of  oumeroDs  precedents,  and  the  uniform  prac- 
tice and  policy  of  this  country.  For,  if  there 
be  one  principle,  he  sud,  more  than  any  other, 
snstained  by  its  uniform  practioe  and  policy, 
it  was  the  principle  of  rewardii^  the  captors  of 
public  ships  of  the  enemy,  or  ships  captured 
ud  destroyed  at  sea.  The  principle  has  ob- 
tdned,  in  every  case,  since  the  oisanization 
of  the  navy,  with  this  Mogle,  this  remarkable 
•nenUon.  And  gentlemen,  he  thouidit,  would 
lunUy  prasume  to  say,  that  the  aiuiievement 
uider  consideration  was  not  at  least  equal  in 
fdlaatry  and  merit  to  any  other  which  has 
«ver  graced  our  annals:  an  achievement  which, 
la  the  history  of  gallant  actions,  stands  alone — 
"like  the  sun  in  the  ^stem,  single  and  unap- 
proochAble." 

Kr.  H.  now  asked  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  following  precedents,  as  being 
unoog  the  most  striking  which  eustiun  the 
dm.  When  Uull  and  Bi^nbridge  sent  the 
necks  of  the  Ouerriere  and  the  Java  to  the 
^•ttom— burying  with  them  the  oharm  of 
£i>0ish  invindbility  on  the  sea  fiwever — tbey 
iWNTed  60,000  dfrilora,  with  the  thanks  of 
OoDgreas,  in  eaeh  ease;  wbm  Kakely— -the 
utfiited  Blakely — in  the  languge  aC  a  pt^olar 
■onsofthotdfty— 

"  Stopped  the  Aron'a  course, 
And  overhauled  the  Kcindeer ; " — 

vhea  the  lamented  Lawrence  sank  the  Peacock 
~«):l^Utii^[  tha  moat  p«fto(  apecmifln  of 
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marine  gunnery  which  the  world  had  ever 
seen ;  wTien  Jones  captured  the  Frolio ;  when 
Biddle  closed  the  catologue  of  our  naval  vie-, 
torios,  by  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
Penguin,  they  all  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, (and  most  richly — ^most  gloriously  they 
earned  and  deserved  tliem,)  various  sums  ap- 
propriated to  the  relative  value  of  the  ships 
captured  and  destroyed.  In  no  case,  I  repeat, 
has  remuneration  ever  before  been  withheld. 

There  are  other  precedents,  Ur.  Chairmoo. 
which  go  still  farther  to  establi^  tiie  right  of 
the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  to  remunera- 
tion.  I  will  briefly  notice  several  of  them : 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  Lawrence, 
the  officers  and  men,  composing  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Boyer,  in  the  year  1814. 

This  act  allows  them  the  same  sum  as  prize 
money,  for  the  destmction  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Hfflrmes,  as  would  have  been  allowed,  if 
the  said  sloop  of  war  had  been  captured  by  an 
eqaal  naval  force. 

&d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pharoah  Farrow 
and  others. 

This  act  distributes  to  Pharoah  Ffurow  and 
his  associates,,  the  woceeds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  two  armed  boata  of  an  En^ish  ship  of 
war,  captured  by  them,  during  the  late  war, 

8d.  An  aot  for  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  cap- 
tured and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

This  aot  i4>propriates  and  distributes  the 
above  aura  among  the  captors,  after  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  distribution. 

This  aot  constitutes  a  strong  precedent — re- 
muneration having  been  demanded  and  made, 
although  neither  of  the  vessels  in  question  had 
passed  through  the  formalities  of  condemna- 
tion. The  moment  the  American  ensign  is  dis- 
played over  an  enemy's  vessd,  the  right  of  the 
o^pbws  becomes  perfect.  Ccmdenination  is  a 
mere  fbrmality.  The  whole  history  of  onr 
maritime  warfwre  snstains  this  doctrine.  It 
has  no  exceptions. 

Mr.  H.  also  read  several  other  acts  of  similar 
import. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears,  from  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  a  squadron,  to  the  o^ture  atid 
destruction  of  the  smallest  armed  boat  of  the 
enemy,  the  captors,  in  every  instance,  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government,  with  this  signal 
exception,  a  liberal  remnneration.  Sir,  I  recall 
the  assertion ;  they  have  not  received  a  liberal 
rwnnneration.  Their  remnneration,  on  the 
ctmtnrj,  has  been  a  mere  pittance — a  misera- 
ble nothingness,  compared  with  the  ^ory  of 
their  achievements,  and  the  pubUo  DeoBfltB 
which  have  resulted  from  them. 

Liberal  rannneration  I  Was  Hull  liberally 
remunerated,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  thanks  of  Congress,  for  the  oaptare  and 
destruction  of  the  Gtierriere  I  An  event  which 
carried  dismay  into  the  bosom  of  a  gallant  peo- 
ple— and  caased  the  trident  to  tremble  in  tbq 
hands  which  had  swayed  it,  without  a  rivalt 
•iooe  the       of -'^IfiKtt. 
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Liberal  renraneration  I  Was  Bunbridge  lib- 
erally renianerat«d  for  tbe  captnre  and  de- 
straction  of  the  Javat  Tbe  meet  brilliant  and 
decisive  sea-fight,  perhi^m,  ever  foDght  between 
two  single  shtpa ;  and  which  settled^  for  one 
age  at  ie«^  the  qoe^n  of  mperiori^  upon 
the  sea. 

Liberal  remnneratton  t  "Vfaa  the  gallant  vic- 
tory of  tlie  Cyane  and  liCvant  liberally  re- 
mnnerated  ?  But,  sir,  it  is  naeless  to  molttply 
instances ;  in  no  one  case  have  the  captors  of 
the  public  ships  of  the  enemy  been  liberally 
remnnerated.  Their  remmieration,  I  repeat, 
has  been  signally  incommensurate  with  the 
glory  of  their  achievements,  and  the  public 
benefits  which  have  so  largely  resulted  from 
them. 

The  policy  of  onr  country  upon  this  point, 
has  always  been  a  most  mistaken  one.  No 
nation  ever  has  been,  or  can  be,  either  beggar- 
ed or  wnbarrasaed,  by  ut  oppodte  conrse — hy 
a  system  of  munificence  to  its  military  benefac- 
tors. Liberality,  In  such  cases,  is  the  true 
economy  of  public  ezpenditnre.  It  is  what 
Burke  has  strongly  denominated  tho  cheap 
defence  of  nations. 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  ore  fhrther 
entitle<l  to  renumeration,  from  the  public  ben- 
efits which  have  resulted  from  tlie  achieve- 
ment It  was  an  exploit,  of  oil  others,  calcu- 
lated to  impress  deeply  and  lastingly  the  policy 
of  ttie  Barbary  States  in  th^  snbseqnent  nego- 
tiations with  this  country. 

Had  Lieatenant  Decatur  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing or  destroying,  at  sea,  the  whole  of  the  Tri- 
pfuitan  fleet,  the  impression  woold  have  been 
comparatively  ^winent— other  nations  had 
done  the  same.  Hod  Lieutenant  Decatur  buo- 
oceded  in  silencing  their  batteries,  or  even  in 
laying  Tripoli  itse^in  ruins,  the  impression  also 
woold  have  been  comparatively  transient — 
other  nations  had  done  the  same.  But,  to  de- 
scend in  the  silence  of  midnight — to  burst  in 
the  very  centre  of  their  entire  armaments,  with 
the  suddenness  and  shock  of  a  thunderbolt, 
wrapping  their  proudest  trophy  in  flames,  and 
retreating  from  the  presence  of  a  whole  nation 
in  arms,  unassailed  and  unpursued,  was  an  ex- 
ploit, so  novel,  so  imponng,  and  so  eztraordi- 
nu'y,  as  to  sink  deep  rato  the  memory,  as  well 
as  imagination^  of  the  Mahometan,  and  leave 
impresHlMia  upon  his  fears  and  policy,  which 
are  as  iterative  and  vivid  this  day,  as  they 
were  in  the  first  moments  of  its  consnnimaticm. 

A  striking  illustration  of  this  fact  is  afforded 
by  Lord  Exmonth's  operations  before  Algiers. 
After  negotiating  for  months ;  and  after  one  of 
the  bloodiest  victories  of  modem  warfare,  he 
barely  succeeded  in  extorting  terms — ^the  same 
terms  which  were  instantaneously  granted  to 
the  destroyer  of  the  Philadelphia,  by  his  mere 
presence  before  that  city. 

An  American  citizen  who  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  (Tn.- 
nis,)  and  whose  opportunities  of  oluervation  and 
ofHTect  knowledge  oil  thia  snl^octf  are^  per^ 


haps,  more  ample  than  any  oUier  perstmV  liv- 
ing, has  volunteered,  in  the  handaomest  man- 
ner, his  strcMig  testimony  in  favor  of  this  dura. 
Be  refers  us  to  a  novel  and  unexpected  witness 
— to  Caramelli  himself — Bashaw  of  Tripoli — as 
erne  ready  and  willing  to  testify  to  the  immedi- 
ate and  lasting  change  in  the  policy,  not  of 
Tripoli  alone,  but  the  whole  of  the  Bu'baiT' 
St^«8,  towards  this  country,  eflfocted  hf  the 
captnre  and  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia. 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  are  far- 
ther entitled  to  renumeration,  from  other  and 
more  important  public  benefits,  which  have 
grown  out  of  this  achievement.  I  pass  by  its 
immediate  and  ordinary  results. 

It  was  an  at^ievonent  which  fixed  the  naval 
character  of  the  country.  It  gave  the  natioQ 
confidence  in  the  Navy :  it  gave  the  Navy  con- 
fidence in  itself.  It  infused  into  it  a  roirit  of 
ttiterprise  and  love  of  glory,  from  which  re* 
aulted,  in  no  iooonriderabla  dMree,  tbe  vioto- 
iles  of  the  late  war,  upon  the  nvOTito  ekaneait 
of  the  enemy.  And,  lastly,  it  added  laigdy  to 
onr  rtodc  of  national  gloiy,  which  alfme.  In  the 
language  of  a  distinguished  modem  statesman, 
is  above  all  price,  and,  to  young  and  popalar 
Governments  like  ours,  the  ridiest  of  aU  ac- 
qoisiUons. 

The  word  glory  seems  so  natural  to  thia 
question,  and  will  necessarily  occur  so  fre- 
quently  in  the  discussion  of  it,  that  I  must  be 

Sermitted  to  ihmish  the  committee  with  my 
efinition  of  the  word,  for  I  would  not  be  mis- 
understood in  the  meiwing  which  I  attach  to 
it.  I  would  not  stimnlate  unnecessarily  the 
military  qnrit  of  my  countrymen.  It  is  always 
exoesrive.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  per- 
sonal saerifice  which  I  would  not  cheernillr 
snbmit  to,  to  avert  at  all  times,  fnun  the  land 
I  live  in,  the  lost  appeal  of  nations — a  war  upon 
the  land  or  the  sea.  But,  sir,  as  long  as  mili- 
tary establishments  are  required  by  our  neces- 
sities, it  should  be  our  study,  it  is,  indeed,  the 
imperative  duty  of  this  House,  to  give  them  all 
the  efficiency  of  which  they  are  susceptible; 
to  infuse  into  them  that  high  professional  spirit, 
and  those  chivalrous  feelings,  without  which 
they  are  a  mockery  and  a  curse.  The  glory  of 
which  I  speak — the  legitimate  glory  of  this  bill 
— is  not  the  glory  of  conquest  nor  ambition ; 
bat  the  glory  which  pursues  iUustrions  actions, 
achieved  In  the  prosecution  of  a  rigfateona 
warfiire,  in  defence  of  the  rights,  the  privi- 
l^ies,  and  the  iuaopendenoe  of  nations.  Tlie 
glory,  not  of  the  son  of  Philip,  nor  of  him  who 
fell  amidst  the  ruins  of  his  country,  in  the  Sen- 
ate House,  but  of  Camillus  and  Cincinnatus,  in 
the  old  world — of  Washington  and  Bolivar,  in 
the  new.  He  who  gives  ^ory  like  this  to  his 
country,  says  tbe  distinguished  statesman  to 
whom  I  have  already  referred,  gives  it  that 
which  is  far  more  valuable  to  it  than  any  ac- 
quisition whatsoever.  It  is  that  fine  oxtrad;, 
that  pure  essence,  which  endures  to  aH  ages— 
which  lasts  forever. 
And  who^  Ur.  Qhairman,  I  aal^  and  aak  with 
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conSdeoee,  smce  the  last  standard  was  struck 
from  &e  last  citadel  of  York  Town,  has  added 
more  largely  to  the  real  glory  of  his  country — 
Tith  one  single  and  unapproachable  exception 
— than  the  diatingalshed  sabject  of  this  bill — 
the  bero,  (for  hero  he  was  in  name  and  deed,) 
the  hero  of  two  wars,  and  the  oonqneror  in 
both! 

The  captm  (tf  the  Philadelphia  are  entltted 
to  femanwatioD,  tnm  tiie  eztarafnrdinary  oal- 
lantty  of  the  acmoTemenl  Ko  natioD,  either 
sadait  or  modem,  has  ever  before  permitted 
la  act  of  such  surpassinff  heroism  to  pass  by 
m noticed  and  tinreward^  A  Roman  dtizoif 
who  had  achieyed  an  enterprise  of  uuoouuuon 

flantry,  was  rewarded  wiui  a  golden  wreath. 
Boman  citizen,  who,  by  bis  bravery  and 
good  eondnot,  had  nused  the  riege  of  a  poet  in 
ranrinent  peril,  or  had  encceeded  in  releasing 
his  fellow-oitizensfrom  actual  bondage,  became 
entitled  to  the  highest  military  distinction 
uoong  those  brave  and  sa^ioos  peqple.  Liea- 
tensDt  Decatur,  Hr.  GhairmaD,  by  one  brave 
ieat,  in  one  gallant,  ^rioTis  hoar,  entitled  him- 
■elf  to  both  diatinctUHU— to  the  nzdtm  of  both 
wnttba.  The  admiralum  ct  his  oonntrymen, 
dnriag  hS»  life,  and  hivUaj^  faithftil  to  her 
trust,  ainoe  Ms  death,  have  awarded  him  the 
one—the  lanrd  wreath,  the  symbol  of  immor- 
taHty.  Let  ns  hasten  to  bestow  the  oliier. 
And,  though  the  brow  of  tiie  hero  which  it 
Aotdd  enoirole,  be  mouldering  beneath  the  turf 
Of  tfae  valley,  our  munificence,  if  munificence  it 
ba,  will  be  bestowed  neither  nnwisely  nor  un- 
worthily. A  thousuid  gallant  spirits  will  ap- 
plaud the  act — a  thousand  gallant  e^iirits  will 
respond  to  its  justice  and  genero^ty.  For  the 
Hsvy,  believe  me,  is  looking  with  intense  anx- 
i^r  to  the  progress  and  iasoe  of  Uiia  bilL 

Allow  me  another  view  of  the  snltJeet  before 
Idoae.  In  le^slating,  l£x.  Chairman,  on  a  bill 
likflthia^  we  ^onld  setiooahr  inqi^  what  ef- 
fcetiUpasrage  or  rejection  u  calculated  to  ex- 
SRue  upon  the  highest  interests  of  the  Kavy. 

Let  OS  test  it  by  this  principle.  Suppose  it 
umonnoed  (for  I  will  imagine  posdble  what  I 
oanoot  believe  posdble)  that  this  bill,  embrao- 
%  ttie  most  afiSBOting  and  interesting  consider- 
BtKRis— a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 
Becfttur — for  the  relief  of  the  infimt  children  of 
two  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  Kavy,  (Law- 
nnoeand  UcDonough,)  after  a  brief  disousmon 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  has  been  cold- 
ly rejected  I  Wliat  would  be— what  must  be 
us  effect  of  such  an  annunciation  upon  the 
Iiisbest  fntweeta  of  the  service — ^upon  its  sfiiit 
«f  entarnrise  and  love  of  ^oryf  Upon  that 
nnwsvenng  ocmfideooe— that  afl^onate  re- 
sud  tovwds  the  Government  whSdi  always 
wnld,  and  which  dways  has  distinguished  the 
Kavy !  I  cannot  presume  to  answer  such  a 
9M^<HL  Bnt  I  do  say,  for  we  can  all  imag- 
Ib^  that  it  wonhl  fall  like  a  bolt  of  ice  upon 
tte  seonbUities  and  patriotism  of  a  band  or  as 
BdliDt  and  deserving  sfHrita  as  ever  sostained 
wddvaliT  of  fu>y  oountiy's  marine—ttf  men 
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who,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  have  snstamed  the  honor  of  the 
fl^,  gallantly  and  gloriously.  Oherish  the  sea- 
man m  peace,  says  a  modem  maxim,  and  when 
war  involves  the  country,  his  spirit  will  blaze 
forth.  The  spirit  of  the  American  seamen  has 
biased  forth.  From  the  earliest  records  of  the 
service—from  that  midnight  hour,  when  he, 
the  illastrioos  snl^t  of  thiB  bill,  burst  tlu^gh 
the  entire  array  of  a  whdenatitm  in  amu^  and 
tore  from  the  diadem  of  T^t^li  the  richest 
gem— the  proudest  trophy,  which  the  most 
cmel  of  all  chances  had  planted  there.  Throng 
the  long  line  of  victories  which  graced  tiie  late 
war,  until  the  last  pirate  was  swept  from  the 
accursed  seas  of  Onba,  the  Navy  has  stood  the 
same  adventuroos  devoted  band  of  citizens  an^ 
soldiers,  ready  to  plunge,  Boman-like,  into  the 
veiT  alryss,  if  necessanr.  to  save  their  country : 
or  literally  go  down,  like  Somers,  with  £neua 
and  foe,  rather  than  live  and  be  a  slave. 

I  appeal  to  yon,  sir,  I  appeal  to  this  House, 
and  tnta  country;  I  appeal  to  England  herself 
and  to  all  nations,  whether  the  higli,  the  lofty 

C-eminenoe  to  which  the  national  character 
been  elevated  by  the  late  war,  be  not  main- 
ly attributable  to  the  Rlcoy  of  our  naval  victo- 
ries? I  would  not  disparage  the  Army.  I 
could  not  if  I  would — I  certainly  would  not  if  X 
could,  disparage  by  invidious  comparisons,  the 
glory  of  Uioee  who  fonght  at  Erie  and  Ohippe- 
va.  Osw^  and  the  Thames,  at  Bridgewater 
and  New  Orleans.  Bat  it  is  notorious  that  the 
Army  throughout  the  late  war,  sustained,  and 
only  sust^ed  its  own  honor;  and  by  the 
bloody  victories  of  the  last  campaign,  washed 
away  the  deep  stain  which  a  succession  of  de< 
feats  had  impreesednptm  itshistCHry,  during  the 
first 

A  mommt  more  ct  the  Kavy— fin-  its  eulo* 
gium  I  r^ard  as  intimate  as  Indissdal^ 
connected  with  the  bin  before  ns. 

Dnrfaw  the  gloondest  moment  of  the  war- 
when  all  seemed  wrecked  and  lost — when  aU, 
at  least,  was  ruin  and  disaster — when  all  was 
mortification  and  dismay— when  the  high- 
minded  and  ingaraouB  American  citizen  hnng 
his  head,  and  luinost  forswore  his  country,  who 
brought  us  succor  and  consolation ! — who  rid- 
lied  up  the  desperate  &g^t  I — who  cheered  us 
in  the  straggle  ? — who  poured  into  the  stream- 
ing wound  of  our  oonntrj^'s  honor,  the  sovereign 
bfum — ^the  oblivious  antidoto  of  twenty  victo- 
ries? Let  history  wawer  these  questions.  Hi»- 
tory  has  answered  them.  And  if  history  has 
recorded  that  one  Hull  straok  the  flag  of  hia 
oonntry  without  a  Uow,  on  the  land,  history 
also  recorded  that  another  Hull  stmck  such  a 
blow  upon  the  sea,  as  shook,  but  with  oppodte 
emotions,  two  proud  and  powerAd  nations  to 
their  very  centres.  If  history  has  recorded 
that  the  red  cross  of  England  has  floated  over 
the  rains  of  this  sacked  and  violated  temple, 
history  has  also  recorded  that  Perry  triumphed 
on  Erie,  and  MeDonough  on  Ohamplain.  If 
history  has  recorded  a  snooeBdon  of  dls- 
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graces  oa  tha  land,  hietoiy  has  also  recorded  a 
Buccearaon  of  brilliant  victories  on  the  sea.  And 
the  war  clo&ed  by  advancing  the  national  hon- 
or, and  leaving  it  a  diatingniihed  indvilege  to 
Uve,  and  move,  to  be  an  Amwioan  dtlien. 

I  have  done^  but  I  entreat  tbe  oommittee  to 
recollect  (before  the  i^nestion  be  taken  to  fill 
the  blank)  the  nnextin^ished,  the  uneitin- 
gaishable  debt  of  gratitude  and  admiration 
which  we  atill  owe,  and  shall  alwajs  owe,  oar 
gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  HoLooMBS  was  followed  by  Mr.  TiroKn, 
of  N.  J.,  who  took  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion,  and  concluded  his  speech  by  moving  to  fill 
the  blank  for  ih»  i^nropriation  with  tiu  aom 
of  $200,000. 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  this  motiOD,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

We.  HoLooicBB  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  snm  of  $100,000,  which  waa  carried— 
ajm  06,  noes  1(5. 

A  debate  now  omevpontiie  principle  of  the 
Un,  which  occnpied  the  House  till  three 
o'dook,  and  In  which  Uessrs.  Whippls,  Fob- 

BTTH,  HOLOOMBB,  WkSHS,  MaLLABT,  POWKLI, 

FuxoD  Johnson,  Wbbsteb,  Stobbs,  Dwioht, 
WHTrTLBSET,  HoLasx  of  Del.,  RuciLTON,  and 
Dbattoh,  took  part 

The  gronnds  on  which  the  bill  was  advocated 
were  principally  these :  that  it  ^peared  from 
the  circnmstanoes  of  the  case,  that  the  attempt 
of  Lieatenant  Decatur  to  get  posseesion  of  the 
fKgate  Philadelphia,  whue  lyin^  under  the 
battlements  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  having 
succeeded,  it  would  have  been  in  bis  power  to 
have  broi^ht  the  frigate  out,  liad  not  ms  orders 
from  Ckmunodore  Preble  been  peremptory  to 
destroy  her,  in  which  oaae,  by  the  law  of  1800, 
whidi  r^^uuitea  die  distribution  of  prize-mon- 
ey, a  right  would  have  vested  in  him  and  his 
crew,  to  the  ftin  nine  of  the  frigate  thns  re- 
captured. 

in  support  of  the  position  that  the  frigate 
might  have  been  brought  out,  the  o^ton  of 
the  pilot,  and  of  Oommodore  Bainbmge  were 
quoted. 

Besides  this  ground  of  legal  claim,  the  bill 
was  advocated  as  an  act  of  gratitode  richly 
merited  by  the.  valor  of  the  achievement — by 
its  effect  up(m  the  naval  character  of  the  coun- 
try, and  on  our  subsequent  negotiation  with 
the  Barbary  powers;  and  lastly,  on  the  ground 
of  pcditfy,  as  bdng  calculated  to  encourage  a 
n>int  of  daring  enterprise  among  the  tsU^sen  of 
tne  Kavv. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  no 
legal  claim  could  have  vested,  because  the  Prize 
Law  requires  that  the  vessel  should  be  con- 
demned as  lawftd  prize,  and  sold,  before  any 
distribution  of  prize-money  can  take  place. 

The  frigate  Philadelphia  waa  never  con- 
demned nor  sold,  nor  could  she  have  been,  even 
if  she  bad  been  brought  out  of  the  iiarbor,  be- 
cause she  was  an  American  frigate,  and  not  a 
vessd  of  the  enemy. 

The  doctrine  (tf  vested  rights  was  also 


posed,  inasmuch  as  aiQ  captured  property  be- 
longs to  the  Government^  and  if  ^van  at  aD,  ii 
given  as  a  gratuity. 

It  wM  Anther  oqeoted,  that  if  this  daim  had 
bem  a  valid  one.  it  would  liave  been  presented 
at  the  thne,  and  not  ndTered  to  deep  for  so 
many  jearth- that  it  was  very  improbable  ^ 
frigate  could  have  been  brought  ont  of  the  bai^ 
bor,  because  the  wind  chopped  about  as  soon 
as  the  ketch  had  entered  the  harbor,  and  the 
seventy  men  who  formed  the  crew  of  tike  ketch, 
supposing  them  to  have  been  sa£Bcient  to 
work  the  frigate  out  against  a  head  wind, 
would  have  been  bo  occupied  in  this,  as  to  be 
unable  to  work  the  guns.  It  was  frirther  con- 
tended that  Lieut  Decatur  had  done  no  more 
than  his  duty,  and  had  been  snfficioitly  re- 
warded by  a  public  vote  of  thanks — the  pre- 
sentation of  a  sword,  and  the  offer  of  two 
montlia^  extra  pay  to  himself  and  his  men. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Hessrs.  Holoouol 
TcoKBB,  Dwioht,  MoLun,  Haultoh,  and 
Dbatton;  and  opposed  by  Heears.  Wbittu- 
SBT  and  Maixabt. 

Hr.  Stobbb  disavowed  taking  either  side  of 
the  question,  but  the  general  course  of  his  ob- 
servations seemed  directed  against  the  bill. 

An  amendment  was  su^ested  by  JSr.  Fob- 
BTTH,  and  agreed  to,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  representativeak"  ud  to  insert "  widows  sod 
children." 

Ur.  Powell  proposed  to  add  to  this  amend- 
ment, that  if  there  be  no  widow  or  children, 
the  money  diould  then  go  to  the  father  or  moth- 
er, if  livhig ;  but  this  was  ot^ected  to  by  )tt. 
WHtpna,  and  the  amendment  was  withdrawB. 

When  the  oonnnittee  rose,  and  tiie  qoestkn 
to  fill  the  Uank  mm  taken  m>  in  the  Honse^ 

Hr.  L^Tmrap  domanded  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  they  were  ot- 
dered  by  the  Honsew 

Hr.  Mallakt  concluded  the  debate  for  tUs 
day,  by  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  taUe; 
which  was  carried— ayes  61,  noes  60. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


The  Creek  Treaty. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Condioi  in  the  disir, 
on  the  bill  "making  e{>propriation8  to  cany 
into  effiBct  the  treat?  conduded  between  ti)S 
United  States  and  the  Greek  Nation,  ratified 
the  2ad  April.  1826 and  the  bUI  from  tiie 
Senate,  *'  to  aid  oertdn  Indians  of  the  Creek 
Nation,  in  their  removal  to  the  west  of  the 

The  £S[  relating  to  the  Creek  Treaty  harisg 
been  read  through — 

Mr.  HoLakb,  of  Delaware,  stated,  that  the 
Message  of  the  President,  on  the  subject  of  tUfl 
bill,  had  been  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  recommending  that  a  oosi- 
pensation  be  allowed  for  certain  improvemcoits 
made  by  these  Indiana,  on  the  unoeded  laodi 
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in  Alahmna  and  Georgia.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heana  (he  aaldt  had  been  disposed 
to  promote  that  oojeot,  which  thaj  oonauered 
ntgood  one,  and  bad  directed  him  to  more  the 
folioving  amendment  to  tiie  bill : 

"  For  indemnifying  emigrants  for  their  im- 
provemcots  in  the  od ceded  part  of  their  teni- 
tot7,  whether  in  the  limitsof  Alabamaor  Qeoi^ 
gia,  20,000  doUara" 

Mr.  FoBBTTS  ^en  atiA :  the  whoto  snljeot  of 
the  Greek  difficoltiea  came  before  the  H<rase  in 
a  Terx  onriotu  manner.  The  FreaidMit  in  his 
Ketaage,  at  the  beginnhig  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  had  told  both  braadhes  of  the  Na- 
tionol  Legislatare  that  he  should,  on  the  matter 
(tf  the  Greek  trflatj,  send  a  special  Message. 
Dnrinff  the  last  Summer,  tiie  President  had, 
throng  the  Secretary  of  War  in  two  instances, 
stated  formally  to  the  authorities  of  G^rgia, 
tiiat  the  whole  subject  would  be  presented  to 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  opinions 
of  CongriBBS  on  the  validity  of  the  treaty  itself^ 
as  well  as  npon  the  conduct  of  the  Administra- 
tion, on  all  the  questions  arising  out  of  it. 
These  promises  are  not  yet  performed,  and  Mr. 
F.  took  it  for  ffranted  every  thing  was  before 
the  Hottse  inteiued  by  the  S^eoatiTe  to  be  oom- 
mniUcated  to  it  Gongress  is  now  aAoA  to  ap- 
propriato  money  for  the  execution  of  a  contract 
whose  avowed  object  is,  at  an  additionid  ex- 
pense of  near  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  set 
aside  a  previous  contract,  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States.   The  contract 
now  before  the  House  (he  would  not  abuse  lan- 
guage by  calling  such  instruments  treaties)  had 
indeed  been  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  rati- 
fied with  their  ^probation,  and  was,  as  gentle- 
men were  pleased  to  call  it,  a  law  of  the  land ; 
that  which  is  to  be  set  a^de,  had  met  a  like 
good  fortune — had  received  the  same  approba- 
tion and  ratification.  "Were  gentlemen  satisfied 
that  all  was  correot  beesoae  it  had  been  done  ? 
The  President  and  Senate,  who  bad  approved 
the  first,  are  now  content  that  It  shall  be  anni- 
hilated. On  what  ground  rests  their  last  de- 
tenmuBti<Ht?    80  &r  as  an  o^nion  can  be 
formed  from  the  contracts  thenuelves,  both  of 
which  are  oommnnicated,  unaccompuiied  by 
uy  other  document  or  explanation  of  them, 
the  first  contract  is  to  be  set  aside  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reftasal  of  one  of  the  parties  to 
ueoute  it,  on  the  allegation  that  the  persons 
who  made  it  had  not  competent  anthority. 
'Was  this  the  tacti   Was  there  any  proof  of  it 
before  the  House  t   That  the  new  contract  is 
preferred  by  a  minority  of  the  Creek  tribe,  to 
ttw  old,  cannot  be  doubted.  I^ght  hundred 
thonsand  dollars  will  be  more  acceptable  cer- 
tainly than  half  iliat  sum.  But  how  stood  this 
qoestion  when  the  first  oontract  was  made  f 
pie  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  who 
^rnud  it,  believed,  or  asserted  if  they  did  not 
helteve,  titat  the  persons  witii  whom  the  ar- 
^Dgflmeat  at  the  Indian  Springs  was  made, 
Jni  foil  power  to  bind  their  tribe  by  its  stipn- 
mu— the  ohiefr  who  made  it,  aawrted  tbdir 
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right  to  act,  and  lUleged,  that  what  was  done 
by  them  would  meet  the  wprobation  of  the 
great  mass  of  their  tribe.  The  agent  of  the 
Umted  States  deoonnced  the  contract,  as  made 
by  persons  unauthorized — as  made  contrary  to 
the  instructions  of  the  United  States — ana  as 
calculated,  if  ratified,  to  do  infinite  mischief  to 
the  Creek  nation.  The  Preddent  and  Senate 
were  perfectly  aware,  as  was  evety  person  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  nUeet,  that,  on  the 
proposed  extingnishmait  of  vuSr  olidm  to  the 
lands  oooiQ^  by  than,  there  was  a  great  di- 
viuon  among  the  Indians,  Hie  person  who 
ought  to  have  been  best  acquainted  with  their 
sentiments,  was  the  agent  residing  among  them. 
If  he  was  worthy  of  credit,  his  opinion  must 
have  controlled  the  Judgment  of  the  Executive 
on  this  point.  Was  he  believed  or  discredited? 
It  is  but  just  to  the  late  and  present  Chief  lAa^ 
istrate  to  suppose,  that  they  believed  him.  If 
not,  how  happens  it  that  an  agent  of  Oovem- 
ment,  who  gave  officially  false  information,  is 
retained  in  office — has  et^oyed'  the  confidence, 
the  foil  confidence  of  the  Adrainietoation — has 
been  used  by  them  from  th^  hoar  to  this?  The 
Prerident  and  Senate  were  forewarned  that 
difficulties  were  opposed  to  the  formation  of 
the  contract,  and  they  cUsregarded  them.  They 
were  forewarned  that  the  power  of  the  persons 
signing  it  was  dispnted ;  this,  also,  did  not  ar- 
rest its  ratification.    Difficulties  were  antici- 

{tated  to  the  execntion  of  the  arrangement,  but 
t  was  believed  that  the  ohiefe  who  made  it, 
aided  and  protected  by  the  United  States, 
would  be  able  to  overcome  all  opposition  to  it 
and  that  the  purposes  of  the  Government  could 
be  accomplisned  without  ii^astioe  or  violence. 
These  anticipations  wonld  have  been  realized, 
if  the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  the  o<Mitraot 
was  made,  had  not  been,  in  forming  that  con- 
tract, utterly  disrwuxled.  Instmc^  by  what 
has  rince  oecarred,  by  the  declarations  con- 
tained in  tbe  new  arrangement,  we  now  know 
that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
first  arrangement,  was  the  repugnance  of  many 
of  the  Indians  to  go  to  the  r^on  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

The  act  of  Congress  appropriated  money  to 
extinguish  the  Creek  title  to  land  within  the 
limits  of  Geor^  The  ne^tiation  was  for  all 
the  land  occupied  by  them  m  Geo^^a  imd  Ala- 
bama ;  and  nearly  all  in  both  States  was  ceded. 
But  ^ese  cessions  were  subordinate  to  the 
prominent  object  of  furthering  a  project  of  the 
then  President — the  congregation  of  all  the  In- 
dians beyond  t^e  Mississippi,  to  establish  a 
creat  Inuan  Qovemment,  for  tlie  purposes  of 
Indian  dvUization — a  project  not  approved  by 
Oongress,  and  deemed,  by  many  of  the  most 

{tmdent  of  our  statesmen,  wild,  visionary,  and 
mpracticable.  Suppose  the  intentions  of  Con- 
gress  had  been  fiiirly  executed,  is  it  not  now^ 
obvious  that  any  difficulty  which  wonld  have 
arisen  would  have  been,  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary prudence  and  firmness,  tempered  by  a 
kind  ooDiidenUt(m,  of  what  is  due  to  onr  ae- 
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pendent  Indiiuu,  easUj  overcome.  Foritsovn 

Sarposes,  the  United  States,  by  the  Exeontive 
[agiBtrate,  created  this  obstacle — an  obstacle 
we  are  now  t^Bdally  told,  Insarmonntable— 
every  ezertim  to  overoome  It  having  been 
made,  and  made  in  vidn.  Let  ns  see  (said  Ur. 
F.)  opon  what  fonndation  rests  this  assertion. 
What  exertions  have  been  made  to  execQte  a 
contract  thns  made,  contrary  to  the  intentions 
of  Congreee,  and  embracing  objects  in  which 
the  State  of  Geoi^  for  whose  benefit  Con- 
gress acted,  had  only  a  common  interest  with 
uie  other  States.  The  ra^ficationof  the  agree- 
ment of  the  Indian  Springs  was  scarcely  com- 
plete before  the  Preddent  was  formally  can- 
tioned  against  tmsting  the  Greek  agent  for  the 
ezeontion  of  it  He  was  informed  that,  as  his 
hostility  to  the  agreement  was  notorious  and 
persevering,  it  was  apprehended  that,  ^nrsning 
the  same  policy  whicb  had  governed  his  previ- 
ons  condnc^  he  wonld  throw  obstacles  m  the 
way,  instead  of  promoting  the  ezecat^on  of  the 
agreement.  It  was  believed  tliat  he  had  been 
in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
ratification  of  the  contract,  and,  failing,  he 
wonld  retnm  to  the  Indians  with  feelings  of 
tDOTeased  bitterness  a^dnst  those  who  had  par- 
ticipated iiv  its  formation.  This  apprehension 
was  prophetic.  He  returned  to  tiie  Indians, 
Wliat  immediately  occurred  need  not  be  told. 
What  effort  was  used  by  him  to  reconcile  the 
Creeks  to  the  agreement  that  had  been  made  ? 
What  effort  to  prevent  the  assassination  which 
followed  ?  Did  he  dissuade  the  Indians  from 
violence  ?  Did  he  menace  the  irritated  \ii-ith  the 
Indlgnatiffli  of  the  Government,  if  tither  of 
those  ohieft,  who  bad  lent  themselves  to  its 
wishes,  ahotud  be  molested  t  If  he  did,  sir,  the 
evidence  of  his  exertions  have  not  yet  reached 
the  pnUie  eye,  and  not  a  suspicion  is  enter- 
tuned  that  it  exists ;  but  it  la  known  that  he 
was  the  enemy  of  the  chief  who  fell,  the  vindi- 
cator and  friend  of  his  assassins,  the  calumnia- 
tor of  his  followers,  and  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  agree- 
ment wa^  made.  Passing  over  all  that  occurred 
in  the  Creek  nation,  as  not  necessary  to  be  now 
discussed ;  throwing  a  veil  over  those  bloody 
transactions  which  have  been  called  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States— men  of  peace  and  order, 
too,  and  the  especial  haters  of  violent  language 
-^eeutions  nndw  criminal  laws ;  let  ns  oome 
to  the  oonsldenition  of  what  has  been  done 
here  for  the  execution  of  the  first  oontraet. 
Sir,  your  Secretary  of  War  did  not  even  at- 
tempt the  execution  of  it.  He  oonsidered,  on 
the  report  of  General  Gaines,  that,  as  a  great 
majority  of  the  nation  was  agiunst  it,  it  was 
hopeless  even  to  propose  it  to  the  Creek  dele- 
gation, who  came  here  to  discuss  the  whole 
matter.  This  report  we  have  not;  but  it  Is 
stated  that  1,890  chiefs  and  warriors  declared 
ag^nst  it  out  of  a  population  of  about  20,000 
Bonis,  and  this,  too,  after  the  principal  chief  of 
the  mwdly  par^  had  been  massacred ;  his  fol- 
lower* driven  by  violence  fi:<un  the  nation;  and 
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thehr  friends  in  the  nation  terrified  or  pnr- 
ohased  into  silence.  No  efibrt  wes  made  here 
to  effect  the  execution  of  the  old  contract  By 
•W9^  (Mr.  F.  presnmed)  of  aeoaring  the  bttt 
posnble  arrangemoit,  the  Idea  of  its  execation 
was  abandoned  alttweOter,  and  tlie  IndianBaoitt 
saw  that  the  whole  game  was  !n  thdr  own 
hands,  and  a  negotiation  was  formally  opened 
for  a  new  bargain.  The  Executive,  we  are 
told,  wished  a  cesdon  of  all  the  lauds  in  Geor- 
gia ;  the  Indians  would  not  cede  beyond  the 
Chatahoochie.  After  exhausting  all  his  diplo- 
matic skill,  aided  and  assisted,  no  doubt,  by  the 
Creek  agent,  and  certain  other  agents  of  other 
Indians,  the  Secretary,  act^g  under  the  aa- 
thority  of  the  Presidoit,  applied  to  the  delega- 
tion of  Georgia  to  know  whether  Georgia  wonld 
prefer  a  cession  to  the  Chatahoochie,  or  a  ref- 
erence of  the  whole  subject  to  Congress,  with 
a  view  to  investigate  the  validity  of  the  agree- 
ment, which  had,  by  the  Freridrait  himsdl^ 
be«i  ratified  and  proclaimed,  affirming  that  te 
procure  a  cession  b^ond  tiie  Ohatuiooade^ 
was  impraeticaUe.  The  delegation  of  Qwr- 
gia,  not  choosing  to  divide  responsibility  with 
the  President,  it  was  found  practicable  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  a  very  laise  portion  of  the 
lands  in  Georgia,  the  boundary  being  estab- 
lished beyond  tiie  Chatahoochie,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  Secretary  had  been  pleased  to 
consider  a  veiy  reasonable  determination  of  the 
Indians,  to  adhere  to  that  natural  bouodaiy. 
This  contract  was  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  ii^unction  of  secrecy  having  been  taken  cSt 
their  proceedings,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  waa  able  to 
state  how  it  had  been  received.  The  ecmnrit- 
tee  to  whom  the  new  agreement  waa  refeitei 
recommended  its  r^eoticm.  In  this  unezpected 
state  of  things,  the  boundary  line,  the  b«it 
that  could  be  obtained  £rom  those  obstinate 
Indians,  was  again  changed,  and  by  an  ad£- 
tional  article,  nearly  all  the  land  in  Geo^ 
was  given  up.  Thus  altered,  the  new  oob- 
tract  was  approved  by  tiie  Senate,  under  ft 
conviction  (which,  Mr.  F.  feared,  was  not  weD 
founded)  that  in  fact  all  that  Georgia  had  a 
right  to  demand,  under  the  first,  was  snbstss- 
tially  secured  by  the  second.  These  two  coo- 
tracts  are  now  before  the  committee.  To  re- 
fuse the  appropriation  now  asked,  is  searody  ft 
matter  of  disoivtion.  The  Indians  will  b^vHlt- 
out  doubt,  attached  to  the  new  bargain.  1^ 
are  too  well  bribed  for  their  oppaAtitntom 
old  one,  not  to  adhere  to  the  stand  th^  have 
taken  in  favor  of  the  new.  Althon^  thu 
trammelled  by  Executive  mismanagement  ^ 
principle  upon  which  the  Preddent  has  acted 
is  too  important  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
It  was,  indeed,  most  worthy  of  the  deliberste 
consideration  of  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  pe^ 
pie.  The  Prerident  seems  to  have  cwisidered 
that  the  subject  of  the  contract  of  the  low 
Springs,  was  one  wholly  under  his  control— to 
enforce,  alter,  or  Invalidate  it,  if  not  by 
authority,  certainly  with  the  aid  of  the  Sensie. 
He  has  applied  to  it  the  doctrine  of 
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irhich  maj  be  altered  or  anuTiUed  by  the  anbse- 
QiMait  agreement  of  the  parties.   He  has  en- 
htdj  overlooked  the  doctrine  of  treaties  and 
of  eontracte,  where  they  affect  the  interests  of 
third  powers,  or  third  persons.   Neither  trea- 
ties nor  oontraots  can  be  changed,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  others,  who  hold  rigbtA  nnder  them. 
Their  consent  is  as  neoessary  to  the  validity  of 
s  new  agreement  as  the  assent  of  the  parties  to 
die  fir^   Geoi^  has  not  been  considered  at 
all,  except  from  reject  to  her  rights,  under  the 
ein^aet  of  1809.  She  has  bem  treated  as  if 
baTing  no  anthority  to  interfere  in  the  arrange- 
ments proposed  and  made.   How  far  this  doo- 
trioe  has  met  the  approbatioa  of  the  Senate, 
does  not  appear ;  bat  Mr.  F.  was  justified,  by 
what  he  had  already  stated,  in  belieTing  th^ 
tnch  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  body.  What 
is  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  the  State  is  not 
important.   The  two  contracts  differ  in  these 
portknlars :  By  the  first,  all  the  Creek  lands  in 
Georgia  were  ceded ;  by  the  second,  all  the 
lands  are  not  specifically  ceded ;  and  whether 
all  are  ceded  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  ladians,  if  their  Secretary  of 
Lwation  is  good  aothority,  ail  the  land  is  not 
ceded.   By  the  first,  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
move by  Uie  first  of  September,  of  the  preseat 
year;  by  the  second,  they  remun  till  January, 
1827.   Althoagh  the  principle  involved  is  im- 
portant, the  interest  is  trifling.   As  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  delegation  from  Georgia  to 
present  a  written  protest,  Mr.  F.  woald  not 
toQch  farther  on  this  topio.   The  interest  of 
the  State,  in  the  qaestion  before  the  committee, 
was  not  the  moving  cause  of  his  address  to  the 
HoQse,   The  interests  of  the  State  oonld  not  be 
injured  by  any  bar^n  the  United  States  might 
onoose  to  m^e  with  any  Indian  tribe.  Con- 
pesB  cannot  toooh  the  mhts  ah^y  vested  in 
Oeoipa,  whose  oonstltutional  or^ia  would  do 
titdr  da^  in  asserting  them.   His  olfject  In 
•^dressing  tlie  oommittoe,  was  to  e^laia  what 
were  the  real  qnestioos  between  the  State 
•othorities,  and  the  £zecatiTe  of  the  United 
Btates,  growing  oat  of  the  contract  of  the  In- 
dian Springs,  so  far  as  they  had  any  relation 
to  that  contract,  and  to  expose  the  gross  mis- 
representations which  had  been  used  to  impose 
opon  the  pemle  of  the  United  States.   It  has 
been  asserted  again  and  again,  in  newspapers, 
psmphlets,  and  reviews,  spread  wi^  malignant 
indaBtry  to  evwy  corner  of  the  Union,  uiat  a 
•wions  controversy  existed  between  Greoi^a 
ttd  the  Creeks;  that  Georgia  had,  by  artifice, 
Bwid,  and  eomiption,  procured  the  formation 
or  a  treaty,  for  the  exeoation  of  which  tiiey 
jwti  eager,  and  ready  to  annihilate  those  poor 
udtans  whose  interests  had  been  betrayed;  that 
we  benevolent  interposition  of  the  President 
aw  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  this  ne- 
wrioua  design.    Those  wiio  hear  me,  Mr.  F. 
1^,  need  not  be  told  that  Georgia  never  has 
any  controversy  with  the  Creeks  or  Chero- 
leeB—Do  eonneotion  with  the  fbrmation  of  what 
vw  called  Hie  Treaty  of  Febnuu^,  1825.  It 
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would  not  esc^>e  the  observation  of  the  people,  - 
that  the  frauds  and  briberies,  and  corruptiona 
and  villanies,  so  eloquently  denounced  during 
the  preceding  Summer,  and  so  falsely  imputed 
to  the  State,  were  not  even  among  the  induce- 
ments to  the  new  arrangement  made  in  Wash- 
ington. The  only  controversy  in  whidi  Geor- 
has  been  conoemed,  was  one  between  Geor- 
gia and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
tooobing  tlM  ezeontion  of  the  c«npaot  of  1802, 
The  State  Govermnent  did  not  tiunk  the  Pre^ 
ident  was  disposed  to  use  all  the  means  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  its  ftilfilment  Appeals 
were  made  to  Congress,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
State  were  met  by  requisite  impropriations 
for  holding  meetings  with  the  Indians.  As 
soon  as  the  agreement  of  the  Indian  Springs 
was  prodmmed,  the  L^islature  of  the  Stste 
passed  the  osoal  act  for  uie  distribntion  of  the 
land,  Erecting  snrveys  to  be  made  of  it,  pre- 
par^ry  to  the  immediate  occupation  of  it,  as 
soon  as  the  Indians  sbonld  remove.  The  right 
of  the  State  to  make  this  snrvey  was  dispnted 
^  the  President,  and  the  only  qaestion  was, 
Had  Georgia  the  right  to  survey  the  lands 
within  her  limits,  althon^  occnpied  by  the  In- 
dians I  The  Governor  of  Georgia  thon^t  this 
right  perfect,  under  the  contract  with  the  In- 
dians^ and  e^>eciidly  as  he  had  obtained  the 
consent  of  those  Indians  with  whom  that  con- 
tract was  made.  Mr.  F.  considered  the  right 
as  perfect,  independent  of  the  contract.  It  is 
a  nghtwiuch  belongs  to  every  State,  to  order  or 
to  prohibit  surveys  of  its  Indian  lands— a  right 
never  before  dirouted  or  denied ;  one  exercised 
constantly  by  Georfpa,  and  by  every  other 
State.  The  Supreme  Court  has,  more  than 
once,  decided  that  a  State  could  grant  its  Indi- 
an lands,  and  that  the  grant  would  be  perfect. 
If  the  right  exists  to  grant,  how  can  the  minor 
power  to  mark  artificially,  in  tlie  absence  of 
nataral  boundaries,  the  limits  <tf  the  granted 
lands,  be  doiied  !  The  Indian  lands  w«e  ocm- 
stantly  surveyed  by  citizens  of  the  State,  untQ 
such  surveys  were  prohibited  by  a  State  statute. 
This  right  was,  by  the  United  States,  tadUy 
admitted  to  exist.  During  the  last  year,  the 
State  iq>plied  to  the  President  to  join  the  State 
in  ascertaining  and  marking  the  dividon  line 
between  Georgia  and  Alabama,  a  line  passing 
throngh  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  lands.  The  * 
PreBldent  declined,  not  on  the  ground  of  Indi- 
an occupation  of  tiie  land  through  which  the 
line  was  to  pass ;  not  on  the  pretext  that  the 
Indian  consent  was  necessary — such  an  idea 
was  not  hinted  at — bat,  on  the  ground  that  the 
United  States  had  no  interest  in  the  settle* 
ment  of  that  boundary  line ;  it  was  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  m  Gooivla  and  Alabama 
only.  A  strange  assertion  I  The  land  in  Ala- 
bama belonfpng  to  the  United  States,  the  Gen- 
eral Grovemment  has  certainly  some  interest  in 
having  the  boundary  of  that  land  accurately  as- 
oert^ned.  The  President  conceived  himself 
aathorized  to  interfere  to  prevent  this  sorv^ 
nnder  the  contnut  of  1626.  This  oontraet  waa 
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obligatory  when  it  operated  a^inst  the  wishes 
of  a  State,  bat  donbuul  when  it  operated  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Molntoah  Indians,  ana  a«aiDBt  the 
wishes  of  those  hostile  to  it  Hiis  detemiina- 
tion  of  the  State  peaceably  to  surrey  its  own 
limds,  was  the  pretext  for  one  of  ttiemoBt  hi^- 
handed  measures  ever  witnessed  in  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, The  right  was  nnqaeslional^  with 
Geo^a.  Admitting  it  to  have  been  donbtfol; 
fdlow  even  that  the  President  was  correct; 
that  his  obligation  was  to  interpose ;  see,  nr, 
bow  that  obligation  was  performed.  No  Judge 
was  called  on,  no  ma^strate  sooght  to  com- 
maad  the  services  of  tne  marshals,  sheriffs,  or 
any  other  civil  officer ;  but  a  direct  appeal  waa 
made  to  force,  in  the  most  odious  of  its  forms 
— military  force — a  portion  of  the  standing 
army,  of  the  hired  soldiery,  were  the  instm- 
ments  ordered  to  be  used  against  a  State  law 
— a  military  force,  previoiul^  carried  to  the 
scene  of  aotson,  with  the  design  <tf  preserving 
peace  among  the  Indians  t  I  ask,  by  what  au- 
thori^  tiie  Preddent  employed  tms  military 
force,  in  a  time  of  prtrfbond  peaoe,  egunst  one 
of  the  Confederacy  ! 

Ur.  Tattnazx  stUd  be  had  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  committee  the 
course  which  ne  had  prescribed  to  himself, 
and,  at  the  request  of  his  colleagues,  who 
(with  the  exception  of  his  friend  who  had 
just  sat  down)  concarred  with  him,  that  which 
they  had  prescribed  to  themselves.  It  was  not 
our  intention  (said  Hr.  T.)  to  enter  into  a  dls- 
cnsaion  of  the  facts  involved  in  the  sulriect 
before  the  committee — nor  waa  it  our  intention 
to  say  any  thing  which  could  be,  in  any 
manner,  calculated  to  touch  or  excite  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor,  Ve  were 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  the  disonsdon  of  ihe 
merits  of  the  « old "  and  of  "  the  new  treaty," 
as  they  were  styled;  becanse,  we  were  not  pre- 
pared with  the  necessary  testimony  to  sustain 
ourselves.  Not  being  prepared  for  mdi  investi- 
gation, we  bod  determined  to  use  no  expression 
reflecting  either  upon  the  General  Government 
or  upon  the  agents  employed  by  it,  which 
might  be  calctilated  to  produce  angry  feelings 
or  recriminating  expressions.  Should  we  do  so, 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  have  a 
right  to  call  upon  ns  to  snbstantiate  any  accusa- 
tions we  might  make.  Now,  if  called  upon 
for  evidence,  we  had  it  not  "We  were  not 
«ven  in  tiie  possession  of  the  official  documents, 
and  pap&n  allnded  to  by  my  colleague.  In 
fitct,  even  if  in  possession  of  them,  it  was 
proper  to  B«y  we  dumld  not  consent  to  rest 
onr  case  npon  them.  They  contained  ex  parte 
testimony,  agtuost  the  use  of  which,  in  any 
manner,  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  Georgia, 
we  were  ready  to  solenmly  protest  We  were, 
therefore,  wholly  unprepared  for  trial,  and 
were  consequently  unwilling  to  use  expressions 
which  might  be  offensive.  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  shrinking  where  it  is  my  do^  to  advance 
forward ;  bnt  I  never  will  consent  to  make  an 
aoonsation  in  any  case^  until  I  have  the  pvxi 
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within  reach.  My  colleague,  said  Mr.  be- 
lieved he  had  sufficient  proof  to  stand  npon.  We 
thought  we  bad  not  We  therefore  hoped  that 
gratiemen,  in  any  remarks  which  tii^  ntigfat 
think  it  proper  to  make,  would  stiidioitfdy 
avoid, in tiie uighteat degree^reflectisg npon  the 
diaraoter  or  conduct  of  tiie  Executive  or  of  tfae 
citizens  of  Geor^a.  Whilst  we  abrtained,  and v 
the  circumstances,  from  giving  vent  to  our  ieel- 
ings,  by  «cpres^ng,  instroogtams,  onr  disappro- 
bation the  oondact  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, we  should  promptly  and  severely  repel  the 
slightest  imputation  cast  upon  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  or  the  Executive.  Whilst,  however, 
we  declared  onr  determination  to  avoid  unplea- 
sant or  excitiDg  expresdons,  we  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  we  were  far  from  being 
insenahle  to  the  treatment  our  Btato  bad 
received.  We  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
we  were  far  from  e^resring  q>probation  of  the 
General  Government  or  disapprobation  of  our 
own. 

In  regard  to  the  imme^ate  satijeot  before  the 
committee,  I  won^  fraukly  obserre,  that  -we 
should  have  no  very  serious  ob^ectioaa  to  the 
passage  of  the  biUs  under  consideration,  pro- 
vided the  constttotional  difficulty  w»e  oat  of 
the  way.  We  believed  that  the  "new  treaty,** 
with  the  provisions  contuned  in  the  supple- 
mental bill,  would  afford  to  Georgia  every  mate- 
rial advantage  secured  under  the  "  old  treaty," 
and  in  regard  to  the  Mcintosh  Indians,  the  advan- 
tages held  out  to  them  were  for  beyond  what 
the  old  treaty  entitled  them  to.  The  fact  was, 
the  General  Government  had  gotten  into  a 
dilemma,  and  we  most  pay  pretty  dearly  to 
get  out  of  it 

The  State  of  Geoi^  was  prepared  to  exeente 
the  "old  treaty,"  The  ceded  country  wiU 
be  ocenided  nnd«r  it;  bot  it  would  bo  a 
want  of  candor  In  ns  to  say,  that  we  did 
not  r^oice  that  the  provisions  of  this  treaty,  so 
fiir  as  Georgia  waa  concerned,  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  materially  conflicting  with 
tiiose  of  the  "  new."  All  apprehension,  there- 
fore, of  a  collision  between  the  General  and 
State  Goremments,  was  at  an  end.  A  civil 
war  was,  in  all  casca,  horrible,  and  every 
patriot  should  desire  to  avoid  it  In  this  case, 
if  the  General  Government  bad  persevered  ia 
its  course,  it  would  have  been  inevitable. 
Nothing  but  a  measure  of  the  present  kind 
could  avert  it,  unless  either  party  had  yielded 
to  the  threat  of  force  from  the  oppodte  side. 
Our  pride,  as  Geomana,  would  prevent  na 
saying  that  we  would  have  been  unwilling  to 
have  met  such  a  crisis,  and  to  have  midntained 
our  rights  under  every  hazard.  That  condition 
would  be  a  dreadfhl  one  indeed,  however,  when 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  alone  could  settle 
the  controversy.  We  approved  of  the  hilla 
as  calculated  to  prevent  a  dvil  war  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geoivia,  and 
also  to  avert  an  internal  war  between  the  two 
(^posing  parties  in  the  Greek  Nation.  These 
parties  had  been  restrained  from  hoetilitieB 
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vbich  would  have  Berionslj  affected  the  safety 
tnd  quiet  of  the  IroDtiera  of  Geoi^a,  Teo- 
nessee,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  only  by  the 
iabuferenoe  of  General  Gaines,  under  the  orders 
of  the  General  Qovernment.  Both  parties 
irae  induced  to  submit  to  the  Goieral  Gorem- 
meat  th^  differenoea.  The  remit  of  this  inters 
ferenoe  is  now  1^  soyeot  (tf  oor  ocHi^deration. 
If  ve  passed  these  biOs,  there  would  be  satis* 
fiutioa  on  both  rides.  If  we  did  not,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  state,  that  the  Mcintosh  party  woold 
return  home  with  the  most  determined  hostile 
hitentions.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  this 
delegation  had  been  kept  here.  Upon  repre- 
senting their  feelings  to  the  War  Department 
and  expl^ning  what  they  required  to  be  done,  I 
iraspramptly  authorized  by  the  Secretly  of  War 
to  give  them  every  assurance  that  they  would  be 
satisfied.  Without  tliis,  they  oould  not  hare  been 
kept  here. 

Kr.  MuTKR  rose,  as  a  member  the  Com- 
mittee of  Indian  Afiaira,  to  express  a  hope 
that  the  ^ff<^iatioa  woud  pass  without  oppo- 
■tion. 

Kr.  Oma  said,  that  this  was  a  soltf  ect  which 
did  not  afbot  Georgia  only,  or  Alabama,  or  the 
Oreek  nation,  but  had  a  bearing  on  every 
ktfridaal  in  the  nation ;  erery  mend  of  the 
form  of  GoTemment  under  which  we  lire.  He 
bad  not  risen  to  make  a  protest  against  &e 
treaty,  and  to  support  that  protest  by  a  lengthy 
a^mnent;  but  to  say  that  if  the  bill  should 
pan,  a  greater  innovation  would  be  made  than 
ever  had  taken  place  before,  in  the  policy  and 
principles  of  this  Government  If  the  principle 
to  which  the  bill  directly  led,  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  Oougress,  State  rights  were 
gone  forever :  the  treaty-making  power  wonld 
are  long  swallow  up  all  the  rights  of  this 
peoole;  no  rule  would  remain  l^y  which  acts 

the  Ezeoative  oonld  be  tested,  and  no  hber^ 
voold  be  enjoyed,  where  the  Government 
aecmniwBh  whatever  it  pleased  under  the 
cover  c^a  treat7-makiag  power.  He  considered 
the  sDperaeding  of  the  old  treaty  as  a  violation 
of  the  oonstitution.  The  Premdent  and  Senate 
had  DO  such  power  by  the  constitution.  If  a 
tieaty  is  made  by  which  a  third  partv  obtains 
figbta^  they  are  vested  rights,  and  tne  treaty 
cannot  he  repealed  without  the  oonseot  of  that 
party.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  on  the 
groond  that  it  was  unconstitutional ;  the  original 
tn^y  is  now  the  law  of  the  land:  it  has 
nc^Tsd  the  constitntiooal  sanotion,  and  been 
^tdgated.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  State 
«  Alshama  posseflsed  power  to  act  on  the 
origvkd  treatr,  and  mi^t  extoid  &e  muoidpal 
ngnlatims  of  that  State  over  the  lands  now 
ceded.  He  thondit  gentlemen  on^  to  reflect 
veQ  OQ  what  they  were  about  to  do,  and 
^tiok  what  a  piindple  they  were  about  to  sano- 
^  He  wished  to  record  his  vote  against 
%  and  should  be  glad  to  see  the  House  reject 
ttebilL 

The  questim  heing  on  ordering  the  bill  tram 
tt«  Senate  to  be  read  a  thfad  time— 
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Mr.  Stbong  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill-^n  effect,  to  destroy  the  bill : 
and  followed  his  motion  with  a  number  of  re- 
marks, in  support  of  it  and  in  explanation  of 
his  objections  to  the  bill,  which  were,  general- 
ly, that  he  was  opposed  to  a  partial  commence- 
ment of  a  ^stem,  which  ought  to  be  general, 
if  acted  <ni  at  aU. 

Ur.  OooKi  opposed  the  motion,  and  relied 
to  Ur.  Strono,  and  read  the  6th  article  of  the 
late  treaty  with  those  Indians,  to  show  that 
this  bill  was  required  by  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  Stbosg  then  moved  to  amend  the  biU, 
by  striking  out  the  enacting  danse:  which  was 
netf»tived;  and 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  the  House  a^onmed» 


TnisDAT,  Iby  9. 
TJuOneh  7V«aei^dE0L 
The  bUL  from  the  Senate,  "to  aid  certain  In- 
dians of  tiie  Oredc  nation,  in  tiidr  removal  to 
the  west  of  the  lfisris^>pi,**  was  read  a  third 
time;  when  Mr,  Stboho  demanded  the  yeu 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
House  Bustuned  the  call,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — ^168  to  16. 

Mr.  FoBsrru  rose  in  his  place,  and  desired 
that  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand  might 
be  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  desired  of  the  Chair  to  be  in- 
formed whether  tiie  compliance  with  such  a 
qnest  was  in  order? 

The  Obdr  replied,  a  gentleman  desires  that 
a  paper  which  he  holds  may  be  read  to  the 
House.  If  no  objections  tto  offered,  the  read- 
ing will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  WnsTKB  sidd,  &at  If  the  pqwr  related 
to  any  snltject  before  the  House,  he  supposed 
it  might  properly  be  read ;  if  not,  he  anould 
suppose  it  out  of  order. 

Tbe  Speaker  de^red  the  gentleman  from 
Geor^  to  state  briefly  the  nature  of  the  pi^er 
he  wished  to  present 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  stated  that  it  was  a  protest, 
drawn  up  by  the  Delegation  from  Geor^  on 
the  subject  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Oreek 
nation,  the  object  of  which  was  to  save  the 
rights  of  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  which 
might  be  interfered  with  by  that  instrument 

Mr.  WnsnB  oljeeted  to  its  being  read  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Fowrm  then  said  he  should  aoomnpany 
the  p^wr  br  a  resdution,  in  which  case  ita 
reading  would  be  in  order. 

The  Oh^  replied  that  the  hour  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  resolutions  had  elapsed. 

Hr.  FoBBTTB  then  deured  leave  of  the  House 
to  present  the  resolution.  The  question  on  sus- 
pending the  rule  was  then  put,  (which  requires 
two-thirds  to  carry  it,)  and  detdded  in  the  neg- 
ative—Ayes 80,  Noes  67. 

When  the  Mil  came  up,  Mr.  SnvxBsov,  <tf 
Pennqrlvania,  said: 
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Mr.  SpeaW :  This  moral^,  a  member  from 
Cteo^^  presented  to  this  Honse  a  paper  or  a 
protMt,  on  bdbalf  of  the  ddeoation  from  Qeor- 
gda,  vhioh  he  dedared  ocmtuned  the  Tiewa  of 
the  delegation  fitnn  that  Stat^  on  the  subject 
of  the  treatr  with  the  Greek  Indians,  and  asked 
that  it  might  be  read,  it  having  reference  to 
bills  Thich  wonld  come  iq>  to  be  decided  im- 
mediately. The  reading  vas  objected  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maseachnsetts,  Web- 
BTEB,)  and  the  hoar  having  elapsed  that  la  de- 
Toted  to  resolotjooB  and  motions,  it  was  decid- 
ed by  the  Speaker  that  it  oonld  not  be  re- 
ceived. A  motion  was  then  made  to  suspend 
the  mle  limiting  the  hour,  for  the  pntpose  of 
receiving  this  paper.  This  was  also  objected 
to  by  the  gentiemaa  from  Hassachnsetts ;  and, 
by  a  TiffA  application  of  a  rule  requiring  two- 
thirds  to  suqiend  the  mlc^  the  delegadon  from 
Georgia  was  prevented  from  i^Mag  their  deo- 
lara^n  or  protest,  although  eigh^  voted  for 
its  recqxtion,  and  only  sixty-seven  against  it 
And  now,  sir,  the  bills  referring  to  the  Creek 
tre^  oome  up  on  their  third  reading,  and  are 
to  be  passed,  without  the  members  from  Oeor- 

g'a  having  an  opportunity  to  present  to  the 
ouse  a  paper  which  they  think  an  act  of  duty 
to  their  State  to  have  read,  before  the  passage 
of  these  bills.  Sir,  I  know  not  the  contents  of 
that  paper ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  char- 
acter or  those  who  offer  it,  that  it  Is  couched 
in  respectful  terms.  It  is  lust  that  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  oi  being  heard,  before  the 
qnestim  on  tSie  panage  <tf  t£ese  billa  is  decid- 
ed SorelT  the  measures  of  tins  mwning  seem 
to  Justify  the  ohaige  of  an  unkind  course  hav- 
ing been  purtaed  towards  Georgia.  It  offers 
Bome  proof  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  severity 
exercised  by  some  towards  her.  Sir,  I  cannot 
be  satisfied  with  this.  I  will  feel  for  every 
member  of  this  nation.  No  State  can  ever 
show  that  injustice  has  been  d<me  her,  and  ap- 
pe^  to  the  people  of  this  nation  in  v^  I 
fear  that  ii^usdoe  has  been  done  to  Georna ; 
there  are,  at  least,  some  evidences  at  it  The 
nation  ma^  be  slow  to  believe  bar  story,  but, 
once  convinced,  it  will  redress  her  wrongs. 
"What,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  del^a- 
tion  of  a  State,  and  one  of  the  old  States,  too, 
haa  asked  tlw  reading  of  a  paper  presented  by 
tiiem  to  this  Eaaaa,  and  tiiis  has  heen  denied  ? 
— denied  by  a  minority  of  the  House,  too  I  It 
fa  not  merely  an  act  of  oonrte^y,  it  is  an  sot  of 
JustiocL  to  hear  the  State,  and  bdbre  the  pas- 
sage  of  these  hills  too. 

I,  therefore,  move  that  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row ;  in  order  that  the  delegation  of  Georgia 
shall  have  an  opportonlty  to  lay  their  protest 
before  the  House  within  the  regnlar  time,  and 
before  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  FossTTH  said  he  felt  sensible  of  the 
kindness  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  protest  had  not  been  read,  and  from  the 
general  terms  used  in  presenting  it,  might  have 
been  supposed  to  embrace  both  mwL  It, 
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however,  relates  to  the  next  bill ;  to  this,  tlM 
delegation  offer  no  redstanoe. 

Mr.  Stevksbon  thcu  stated  &at  he  lihoQld 
withdrmr  his  oppodtion  to  the  question  on  this 
bill,  and  renew  it  on  the  other,  with  the  view 
he  had  stated. 

Mr.  Wkbstxb  said,  that  he  presumed  the  mo- 
tion and  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
OTlvania,  had  been  called  forth  by  the  ohaem- 
tions  which  he  had  made  when  the  gentiemaa 
from  Georgia  had  risen  to  present  the  paper. 
I  understood,  sdd  Mr.  W.,  that  the  gentleman 
was  desirous  to  present  a  protest;  t£«  hour  of 
the  day,  for  the  presentation  of  such  a  pi^>er, 
was  then  past ;  and  I  ooold  not  suf^Kwe  it  to 
be  the  wish  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  en- 
ter a  protest  with  respect  to  a  certain  bill,  till 
that  bill  should  be  at  its  passage,  or  should 
have  been  passed.  He  oertunly  had  no  objee- 
tlim  to  the  gentleman's  purauing  any  coiurse,  In 
respect  to  thia  matter,  which  the  constitution 
allowed.  On  the  snlgect  of  {protests,  h«  be- 
lieved, the  constitution  was  silent;  and  the 

{>ractice  was  unprecedented,  except,  he  be- 
loved, in  a  single  case,  where  a  member  had 
been  permitted  to  enter  on  the  Journals  his  dis- 
sent, with  the  reasons  of  it  to  some  act  of  the 
House.  The  practice  was  one,  which  might 
become  very  inconvenient,  if  frequently  pur^ 
sued.  In  the  present  case,  he  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  paper  which  tiie  gentleman  wished 
to  present,  was,  both  in  matter  and  manner,  all 
that  it  oi^ht  to  be ;  bis  objection  had  only 
beoi  to  ^6  time  at  which  it  waa  offered. 
Whether  s  protest  might  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  this  House,  be  iUd  not  know.  Ue 
should  presume,  tliat  such  a  practice  mi^t 
produce  scone  ineonventoioe ;  but  he  had  not 
the  least  deidre  to  prevent  the  gentleman  from 
taking  any  oonrse,  in  ireineet  to  the  p^>av 
which  migjkt  be  allowed  ij  the  mlea  d  the 
House. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  said  he  believed  it  was  strictly 
in  order  to  present  the  paper  now.  As  to  its 
farther  disposition,  it  might  be  settied  to-mor- 
row, or  on  any  other  day.  And  as  all  he 
wished,  with  respect  to  this  bill,  was  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  having  this  paper  read,  be- 
fore it  passed,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  frnn 
Pennsylvania  would  withdnir  nia  SKrtioii  fbr 
postponunent. 

Mr.  Sntvmsow  asaented:  and  As  following 
protest  vas  then  presented  by  Mr.  Fobstt^ 
and  read  at  tike  Clerk's  table : 

The  Preddent  of  the  United  States  having  snb- 
mitted  to  the  House  of  RepresentaUves,  a  cootnci 
made  by  Jamea  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War,  and 
cert^n  Indans  of  the  Greek  tribe,  dated  the  26th 
daj  of  Januar;,  1826,  vhich  has  been  ratified,  by 
and  with  the  advice  end  consent  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  havhig  asked  of  Congress  an 
appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect,  the  oader- 
signed  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Geoigta, 
feel  it  their  duty  respectfiiUj  to  represent  to  the 
House: 

**  That,  by  a  OMbaot  mads  at  Uw  Inte  ^rinn 
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betveea  oerUin  Cbie&  of  the  Greek  tribe,  and  the 
CommiBaionerfl  of  the  United  States,  on  the  l&th 
Febroary,  1826,  the  claim  of  the  Creek  Indians  to 
the  land  occupied  by  that  tribe  In  Oeorsia,  ma  ex- 
tbgoidied,  and  providon  made  fi>r  thcur  removal, 
by  the  lit  day  of  Septeml>er,  1628 : 

"  That  tliifl  contract  was,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
ISSfi,  daly  and  solemnly  ratified  and  procMmed,  by 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  acting  by  the 
tdHoe  and  wUhtiie  consent  of  the  Senate;  and 
tbst  Oongren,  antfelpatliig  snob  contract,  had  ap- 
pnqiritted  the  nm  of  S10,-000  doUars^  towards  toe 
encBtioD  of  U.  ThU  contract  parUally  folfilled,  on 
Ow  part  (tf  the  United  SUtes,  their  obligation 
Bider  the  compact  with  Georgia,  of  1608;  and  re- 
BMTed  erery  diffioutty  interposed  by  the  ooenpation 
of  the  Creek  Indians,  to  the  full  ezer^se  of  all  the 
Twted  rights  of  the  State,  over  a  oonriderdble  por- 
tioD  of  her  aoU  and  territory : 

"That  the  nndersigned  are  under  the  solemn  con- 
rieUoD,  that  neither  the  Frerident  alone*  nor  the 
Preddeot  and  Senate  conjointly,  nor  the  Gorem- 
Dent  of  the  United  States,  have  any  consUtutional 
power,  without  the  consent  of  Georgia,  to  interrupt 
or  innfidate,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  the 
i^ts  secured  to  that  State,  by  this  contract,  made 
in  flbeAence  to  an  aot  of  Oaofpem,  and  raUfied 
with  «H  dee  aoleninity : 

"That  the  new  contraet,  for  wUchan  appropria- 
tion is  now  asked,  differs  from  that  of  the  Indian 
^mgs,  in  thie,  tliat  It  does  not  provide  for  the  re- 
moTkl  of  the  Creek  Indians  prior  to  1827,  and  does 
not  expressly  provide  for  their  removal  from  cUl 
theltndsoccui^edby  themin  Georgia.  The.under- 
^ned  are,  therefore,  compelled,  by  a  Just  sense  of 
wut  is  doe  to  Geor^  to  protMt,  as  they  do  most 
nleiDoly  protest,  a^nst  It,  as  violaUng  the  rights 
of  that  member  of  the  Union  of  which  they  are  the 
Bepreaentatives,  leaving  it  to  the  constitutional  or- 
{Ui  of  the  State  sovereignty  to  vhidicate  or  to 
wilve  those  rights,  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety, 
Aeirdity  to  Uie  people  of  dw  State,  and  their  rev. 
ennee  tar  the  nnloa  of  the  Statea  onder  the  I'ed- 
mlCoofltitation,  may  dictate. 

AxrXID  OOTBSOT, 

6x0.  Cart, 
JoHV  FoBffrrH, 
Eow.  F.  Tattkall, 
0.  E.  Hatkes, 
WiilT  TeoiipBOK, 
JTahxb  Hkbriwxthkr." 

Vr.  Hatdsn  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays, 
Vfon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  call  was 
■utjuned  hj  the  Hoobc,  and  the  question  being 
tikffli,  it  vaa  dedded  in  the  afBrmadve— yeas 
»r,na7al0. 

oo  the  bin  was  passed,  and  aexA  to  the  8en- 
«te  for  ooncnrrence. 


WRDintsDAT,  Vay  10. 
Til.  FoBSTTH  Bobmitted  the  following : 
Smlvtd,  That  the  following  protest,  presented 
h;  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  yes- 
terday, be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House. 

Hr.  WmsTKB  made  a  nnmber  of  remarks,  tend- 
ing to  show  the  inoonvenlenoe  of  the  practiee  of 
ncDfding  protests,  ahonld  it  beoome  prevalent, 
ud  tflftiTed  to  the  only  two  pnoedents  extant. 


Hr.  Oast  said  he  shoold  have  uttered  noth- 
ing npon  this  qnration,  bat  for  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Hassaohasetts,  (l£r.  ^V'eb- 
ens,)  oonoeming  the  paper  offered  for  admit- 
tance on  the  journals.  That  gentleman,  said 
Ur.  0.,  seemed  to  consider  it  as  strictly  and 
technically  a  protest ;  directly  relating  to,  and 
connected  with,  the  aot  appropriating  money  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Greek  compact  or  treaty, 
lately  solemnized  at  Vashington.  He  had 
treated  it  as  merely  a  detail  of  reasons,  by  a 
minority,  for  their  votes  upon  the  appropria- 
ti<»i  bill ;  and  had,  from  that  view,  inferred  his 
argument  against  the  privile^  songht :  antici- 
pating tfiat  great  ioconvenienoe  might  ensue 
from  the  establishment  of  such  a  precedent. 
Now,  sir,  by  this  criterion,  the  paper  offered  is 
oertunly  not  regularly  a  protest.  I  voted 
affirmatively  for  tite  appropriation,  and  yet  I 
have  signed  what  is  called  the  protest  In  tUs 
course,  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  take,  I 
can  see  no  inconsistency  or  contradiction.  If 
the  paper  be  considered  what  I  think  it  is-Hiot 
a  protest,  assigning  the  reasons  for  negative 
votes,  but  a  sutMboitive  declaration  by  the 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  that  the  State 
waives  no  rights  which  it  may  have  legally  ao- 

auired,  by  the  compact  of  the  Indian  Springs^ 
aeir  ^enoe  and  acquiescence  might  be  con- 
strued into  a  waiver.  Against  that  conclusion 
it  was  the  design  of  the  paper  to  gnard.  I 
defy  any  one  to  discover  a  repugnance  Itetween 
a  signature  to  this  protest,  and  an  affirmative 
vote  on  the  passing  of  the  bill.  I  repeat,  tbo 
paper  in  question  refers  solely  to  the  conduct 
and  views  of  the  delegation,  as  integral  and 
substantive  members  of  a  compound  body, 
without  any  reference  to  the  votes  of  ^ther  of 
them  upon  the  bill,  with  which  it  ts  no  other- 
wise connected  than  as  the  occurrence  of  the 
bni  in  the  orders  of  the  d^  has  fiimished  a  fit 
opportonity  for  its  presentation  to  the  House. 

I  supported  tiie  appropriation  for  the  nev 
treaty,  without  thereby  yielding,  or  intending 
to  yield,  any  sanction  to  the  oonrse  which  had 
aimed  to  abrt^te  the  first,  and  ooDsummate 
the  last,  compact.  The  President  and  Senate 
had  acted  in  this  affidr  within  their  own  pecu- 
liar province ;  and  npon  their  own  refqwusibil- 
ity.  "Die  Representatives  of  Georgia  had  been, 
and  were,  placed  in  a  singular  and  delicate  sit- 
uation. For  one,  I  thonght  it  my  duty  to  aid 
in  realizing  to  my  State,  all  the  advantages 
which  the  second  treaty  misht  produce,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  exordae  the  oonnstent  ri^ht 
of  protesting,  in  her  behalf  as  a  sovereign 
oonunnni^,  agdnst  any  ini|ilication  of  a  sor- 
render  of  the  benefits  she  might  be  supposed  to 
have  acquired  by  the  first.  Whatever  those 
rights,  against  the  implied  concession  of  which 
we  ask  to  be  permitted  to  guard,  I  hope  they 
will  be  temperately  asserted,  and  constitution- 
ally secured.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  be  competent  to  decide  the  un- 
fortunate contest,  if  any  shall  arise.  As  to  the 
olfjeotim  to  what  we  cuSm  in  this  instance^  oa 
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the  ground  of  danger  of  inoonTenience  from 
tiie  precedent,  I  esteem  it  iDOODBiderable.  No 
Guch  case  had  ever  before  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  None  such  is  likely  to 
occur  hereafter.  I  hope  the  House  will  aooord 
to  us  the  privilege  which  we  ask. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  reeola- 
tion  adopted — ayes  82,  noes  61. 


Fbiday,  Uay  13. 
AeeourUs  qf  Mr.  Monroe. 
The  HouBe  proceeded  to  the  oonsideratioD  of 
the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  James  Ibmroe;" 
vhioh  is  as  follows : 

« J»  ft  enacted,  ^v.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
!nreastn7  be,  aud  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re* 
quired  to  canae  to  be  piud  to  James  Monroe,  oat  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  the 
sum  of  fifieen  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  with  interest 
fnm  the  third  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ten,  nnm  paid." 

Kr,  S^nroKu  proceeded  to  state  his  objec- 
tions to  sereral  Items  of  the  bill,  particularly 
the  allowance  of  $3,760,  for  aalary,  from  1st 
Janony,  1707,  when  Hr.  Monroe  obtained  his 
audience  of  leave  at  the  Conrt  of  France,  till 
the  20^  of  April,  when  he  embarked  for  the 
United  States ;  also,  to  the  allowance  of 
$437  66,  for  contingent  expenses,  while  Ur. 
Monroe  was  detuned  in  England,  (after  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake.)  He  concluded  by 
moving  to  strike  oat  the  sum  appropriated, 
leaving  the  blank  to  be  filled  with  some  less 
amount. 

Mr.  Meboeb  advocated,  with  great  warmth, 
the  wh<|^e  bill,  replying,  at  length,  to  the  objoo- 
tions,  and  strongly  urging  the  jnstioe  of  the 
claim.  He  eulogized  the  character  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  insisted  on  the  value  and  impor- 
tance of  his  diplomatic  servioes,  &a 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  allowance  of  interest,  and  decided  in  the 
ttfflrmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  90  to  73. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAmsDEBS  now  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  sum  appropriated. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Lrvrao- 
BTOH  rose,  and  sud : 

Sir :  While  I  feel  grateful  for  the  handsome, 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  the  mer- 
ited eulogiun^  which  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
«nia  has  pud  to  the  character  of  my  daoeased 
brother,  I  most  not  omit  to  rectify  one  uror 
into  wMch  the  gentleman  has  inadvertoitly 
fallen,  in  stating  the  great  services  which  the 
late  President  had  rendered  to  his  country — 
services  which  no  one  apppreciates  at  a  h^er 
rate  than  I  do,  and  in  tho  perfonnance  of 
which,  part  of  the  debt  which  we  are  now 
about  to  pay  was  incurred.  In  enumerating 
these  services,  the  gentleman  adverted  to  his 
special  mis^on  for  making  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
and  stated  that,  until  bis  arrival,  the  resident 
Minister,  with  all  his  exertions,  had  been  able 


to  effect  nothing;  that  the  debts  doe  to  our 
citizens  remained  nnpaid ;  and  he  gives  ns  to 
understand  that  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana 
must  be  attributed  to  the  exertions  aad  diplo- 
matic slrill  of  Mr.  Monroe.  Now,  sir,  with 
the  moat  sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  im- 
portant services  that  gentleman  haa  rendered 
to  his  country,  and  with  the  greatest  relnctance 
to  say  any  thing  that  nught  seem  to  operate 
against  the  bill  for  his  rdiel^  which  I  shall  sop- 
port  by  my  vote,  and  would  by  my  arguments, 
if  I  oould  suggest  any  more  convincing  than 
those  which  have  been  so  ably  and  eloqnentiy 
orged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia ;  I  yot 
have  a  duty  to  perform,  which  obliges  me  to 
^ve  to  the  House  some  account  of  t£e  state  of 
the  n^tiation  with  France  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  arrival.  It  may,  besides  the  prindpal 
object  I  have  in  view,  be  interesting  as  a  his* 
torical  fact. 

The  statement  made  by  the  graitleman  from 
Virginia,  of  the  hopeless  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion, is  perfectly  correct,  if  implied  to  a  tame 
somewhat  antwior  to  Mr.  Monroe's  anivaL 
An  indiffinrenee  to  our  complaints,  OTasions  (tf 
the  clearest  dums  upon  their  justice,  inatten- 
tion to  the  most  urgent  representations,  Ibra 
long  time  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Oabinet.  Disgusted  with  all  these  dip- 
lomatic manoeuvres  of  the  Ministers,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston resolved  on  a  hold  and  unusual  meas- 
ure :  the  expression  of  a  sincere  admiration  for 
the  character  of  the  extraordinary  man  who 
was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Government  of 
France ;  a  prudent  resolve  to  have  no  political 
connection  with,  and  to  give  no  countenance 
to  any  party  there,  more  particularly  to  that 
which,  calling  itaelf  Bepublican,  natoraJly 
looked  for  aid  from  the  Mimater  of  a  Bepoblie. 
An  established  reputation  for  honor  and  integ- 
rity, and  celebrity  as  a  man  of  literature  and 
science,  had  given  him  a  personal  infiuenee 
with  the  First  Consul,  of  which  he  was  deter- 
mined to  try  the  extent.  He  had  studied  his 
character,  and  thought  that,  if  he  could  enlist 
the  military  pride  and  love  of  fame  which  en- 
tered so  largely  into  the  formation  of  that 
character,  on  the  side  of  justice,  that  much 
might  l>e  done.  lieaving,  therefore,  the  beaten 
route  of  official  notes  to  Ministers,  he  addressed 
the  principal  himself.  He  made  a  short  and 
plain,  but  forcible,  statement  of  the  claims  of 
our  citizens ;  he  showed  the  injustice  that  bad 
been  done  to  them;  he  adnritiy  availed  hinudf 
of  the  national  interest  that  had  been  exdted 
in  favor  of  France;  showed  the  value  g€  the 
supplies  (on  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
founded)  to  her  colonies ;  contrasted  the  confi- 
dence and  good  faith  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
rapacity  and  infidelity  to  engagcmenta,  with 
which  they  had  been  recdvod,  and  the  antici- 
pated payment  of  our  engagement  to  France^ 
with  her  delays,  and  refusals  to  do  us  justice ; 
hinted  at  the  advantage  which  England  migfat 
make  of  the  unfriendly  disposition  which  such 
ocmdaot  was  calculated  to  ezdte;  and  cw^ 
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dueled  with  a  short  appeal  to  the  feeliDss  of 
the  First  Console  on  thoae  points  in  which  he 
knew  he  conld  most  sensihlr  be  tonched — ^his 
personal  repnUtion,  the  dishonor  of  breaking 
flogagements  be  hioisetf  had  made,  the  repnta- 
tkm  to  be  aoqitired  bj  a  strict  performance  of 
eoDtneta,  and  the  neoeentj  of  preserriog  the 
word  of  a  soldier  and  a  man  of  honor.  After 
urging  these  oonriderations,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  it  was  snnested  that,  if  the  embar- 
rasamenta  of  the  '^reasorjr,  naturally  resnlting 
from  a  loDff  and  expensive  war,  Jost  then 
dosed,  and  the  prospect  of  its  renewal,  shoold 
render  the  payment  or  the  funding  of  ^e  debt 
incoaTenient,  that  means  might  he  foond,  (evi- 
dently pointing  to  a  purchase  of  Louisiana,) 
which  would  not  only  satisfy  our  claims,  bnt 
relieve  some  of  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 
To  this  was  added,  the  risk  of  losing  the  colo- 
nj,  if  war,  then  ^ly  expected,  should  agun 
Iffeak  oat.    These,  with  other  considerations, 
were  strongly  ut;^  in  the  letter.   This  ad- 
dress, although  not  in  the  usual  ooune  of  di- 
dunacy,  was  well  reodved,  and  seems  to  have 
aad  the  effect  that  was  expected :  tat  a  ocnn- 
munioation  was  immediately  made  to  the  Min- 
ister, in  which  none  of  the  nsnal  evasions  or 
sobterfoges  were  resorted  to :  it  contained  an 
explicit  promise  that  the  American  claims 
should  be  honorably  adjusted  and  speedily 
paid.   To  prevent  speculation,  as  well  aa  to 
create  an  additional  tie  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Livingston  immediately  gave  notice 
to  ttie  ^ents  of  the  claimants  in  France,  that 
he  had  received  a  promise,  on  which  he  relied, 
iar  their  payment;  and  at  the  same  time  wrote 
to  the  United  States,  giving  a  simitar  notice, 
dedring  it  to  be  made  public,  and  advising  die 
cndittm  not  to  part  with  their  debts.  This 
was  in  the  latter  part  of  February  or  the  be- 
ipnning  of  March.   JSr.  Monroe  did  not  arrive 
m  Paris  until  the  lath  of  April  following. 
After  this  promise  of  payment,  Mr.  Livingston 
did  not  cease  to  urge  its  fulfilment,  and,  besides 
the  Qsaal  and  obvious  arguments  contained  in 
his  former  notes,  he  stated  that  he  had  the  per- 
sonal engagement  of  the  First  Ck>n8nl,  on 
vbidi  he  bwl  so  much  relied,  that  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  countrymen  for  its  panc- 
tod  performance ;  that  the  season  for  evasions 
■nd  oelays  was  past ;  and  that  he  had  the  full- 
est confidence  in  the  honor  and  faith  that  had 
beui  pledged  for  doing  Justice  to  his  oountry- 
nan.    Thus  urged  for  the  performance  of  a 
pnmisa  which  he  lumadf  eonddered  as  an 
honorable  one,  but  withont  the  means  of  per- 
ftndng  It  in  one  way,  the  First  Consul  re- 
solved to  comply  with  it  in  the  other,  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  Minister ;  and  there  is 
the  strtHigest  reason  to  believe  that  a  resolution 
to  sell  was  taken  in  Council  some  days  before 
Mr.  Monroe  arrived  in  IVance;  but  what  is 
certain,  ia,  that  the  day  before  his  arrival  in 
^uit,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  proposed  to 
lb.  Uringrton,  by  Talleyrand.    Mr.  L.  had 
then  heard,  either  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  arrived 
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at  Havre,  or  was  hourly  expected,  with  powers 
on  that  snbject,  and,  of  course,  declined  any 
explicit  answer  until  he  should  mrive.  Talley- 
rand then  pretended  that  he  spoke  without  au- 
thority. But,  within  two  days  after,  so  urgent 
was  the  French  Oabinet  to  oondude  the  sale, 
that  one  of  the  Frendi  ADnistry,  an  old  and  in- 
timate friend  of  JSi.  livingstoDj  called  on  him 
the  day  or  the  day  after  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival, 
but  before  he  hod  presented  his  credentials, 
before  he  had  taken,  or  could  take,  a  single 
step  in  the  negotiation,  and  explicitly  offered, 
by  authority  ckT  the  First  Oonsnl,  to  cede  the 
province,  for  a  sum  very  little  beyond  that 
which  was  afterwards  afpreed  to  be  given  by 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Livingston.  The  way 
was  paved  for  this  important  acquisition,  by 
official  notes,  indirect  communications,  and 
printed  essays,  showing  the  little  value  of  Lon- 
idana  to  France,  the  question  that  would  arise 
with  the  United  Btates  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mlsdsdppl,  and  the  right  of  depodt 
secured  to  na  by  Bpiajt.  and  the  cotdnty  of  its 
conqnest,  if  the  war  dioold  be  renewed  nith 
Great  Britain.  Bo  that  when  Mr.  Monroe's 
hedth  pemdtted  him,  after  his  arrivd,  to  take 
part  in  the  negotiation,  every  thing  was  don& 
but  fixing  the  price.  In  this  he  co-operated 
with  Mr.  Livin^ton,  and  thCT  produced  a  dim- 
inution from  1S,000,000,  exdudve  of  our  own 
cldms,  which  was  the  sum  demanded,  to 
1,000,000,  also  exdusive  of  those  claims.  The 
results  of  that  treaty  have  been  most  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.  The  measures  and  argu- 
ments which  led  to  it,  have  frequently  been 
detailed  to  me  by  my  deceased  relation.  He 
foresaw  the  advantages  that  must  result  to  this 
country  from  the  acqnidtion,  and  he.fdt  an 
honest  pride  in  having  been  instrumental  in  ob- 
tdningit. 

The  (question  was  thien  put  on  striking  out, 
and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  60,  noes  03. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  taken,  at  the  re- 
qu^t  of  Mr.  Loxo,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affinnadve-Hiyes  108,  noes  ff7. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  six 
o'clock.  Tho  rcmdnder  of  the  day  was  spent 
la  the  AB(»udon  of  private  bills. 


TuKBDAT,  May  10. 
Bahama  Bank*.  Florida  Re^v,  and  EoU-vik- 
ih^Wall. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lir- 
INOBTON,  viz : 

"Ji«M/i>ed;  Th&t  the  Freddent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  Inform  this  House  whether 
any  enengemcnt  hfts  been  made  with  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Great  Briton,  In  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  of  the  23d  December,  1823,  re- 
Qoesdng  that  a  negotiatien  ahoold  be  opened  for 
tVn  nrwnn  nf  unrtdn  If  njn  nn  thn  Bahamn  Banks  " 


AtoamU  *^  Mr.  Momve. 
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"AmoIvw^  Hut  tha  PmideDt  be  reqawted  to 
c^D  a  negotiatioD  witb  tbe  Spanish  OoTCnuneDt 
for  the  cession  of  a  propo'  dttution  for  a  Ugbt- 
House  OD  one  of  tbe  Double-Headed-Shot  KejB,  to 
be  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  such  Ught-House." 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  asked  for  a  division ;  and  the 

anestion  was  ocoordingly  stated  on  agreeing  to 
;ie  first  of  tbe  resolutions. 
Tbe  first  resolution  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  LtviNQSTOK  sfud,  that  it  grew  out  of  a 
measure  adopted  on  tbe  2Sd  December,  1823, 
oil  whi^b  day,  two  resolutions,  which  be  bad 
the  honor  to  propose,  were  adopted  by  the 
House.  By  the  first,  the  jPresiaeiit  of  the 
United  Statra  was  requested  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  cesdon  of  a  part  ct  the  island  of  Abaca, 
near  a  place  ealled  the  Hde-in-the-Wall,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  theraou  a  light-house, 
and  to  be  used  sol^  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
fiff  leave  to  place  buoys  on  the  Babaraa  Banks, 
iot  tbe  purpose  of  marking  the  ship  channel 
across  them.  In  consequence  of  this  resola- 
tion,  the  President  gave  instmctions  to  Mr. 
Bush,  our  Minister  in  London,  who  immediate- 
ly made  tbe  application;  bat,  contrary  to  every 
reasonable  expectation,  it  proved  a  fruitless 
one.  Immediately  after  tbe  aoquisition  of 
Florida,  the  Ck>Dgress  of  tbe  United  States 
made  provision  for  building  light-bouses  and 
stationing  floating  lights,  fixing  beacons  and 
anchoring  bnoys,  along  the  dangerous  coast  of 
Florida,  which  forms  the  north  and  the  west 
limit  of  tbe  Gnlf  Stream,  at  the  pdnt  where 
the  irregularity  and  rapidi^  of  its  corront 
makes  it  most  dangerous.  The  advantages  of 
tiiese  measures  were  not  confined  to  our  own 
navigation ;  that  of  all  tbe  world,  trading  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  to  the  ports  of  Mexico, 
were  equally  benefited  by  them ;  but  no  nation 
enjoyed  this  benefit  in  a  greater  degree  than 
Great  Britain ;  all  her  homeward  trade  re- 
turned through  tbe  Gulf;  that  trade  was  of 
immense  value,  and  it  was  therefore  reasonable 
to  expect  that,  in  ooneideration  of  our  lighting 
one  side  of  this  dangerous  passage,  at  oar  ex- 
pense, she  would  make  no  diflScuty  of  ceding 
to  ns  a  faw  yards  square  oi  barren  rock,  on 
vfaidi  we  might  expend  other  sums  of  oar  own 
money,  ia  loakuig  similar  establishments  on 
the  other  side  of  tbe  passage.  Contrary  to 
every  reasonable  expectation,  this  was  denied ; 
but  we  were  told  that,  if  we  would  agree  to 
pay  tiiem  a  toll,  they  wonld  build  tbe  light- 
houses themselves.  This,  as  tbey  must  have 
known,  was,  without  hesitation,  declined ;  and 
here  the  ne^tiation,  as  tiie  result  was  com- 
municated by  tbe  President  to  tbe  House, 
rested. 

The  object  of  the  first  resolution,  Mr,  L.  sta- 
ted, was,  to  know  whether  any  further  pro- 

Sess  bad  been  made  since  that  time.  said 
r.  L.,  it  shall  appear  that  Great  Britain  ^ould 
persevere  in  the  narrow,  contracted  policy, 
Thioh  dictated  her  us  ver  to  our  applicatuu— 


[Mat,  1898. 

if  money  is  her  object,  it  must  be  fnnudied; 
not  in  t£e  sh^>e  of  toll,  that  wodd  be  too  de- 
gra^ng ;  but  a  sum  in  gross,  equal  to  tiu»  cost 
of  the  boildinga,  and  to  the  capital  su^dent  to 
prodnce  an  interest  equal  to  the  annual  cost  of 
supporting  them,  must  be  p^;  and  tbe  House, 
on  seeing  each  a  state  «  things,  woold  on* 
doubtedly  provide  tbe  necessary  fimds.  Our 
increasing  commerce  in  that  quarter,  renders  It 
necessary  that  the  outward  bcnmd  passage,  near 
the  Bandcs,  as  wdl  as  the  homeward  coarse^ 
through  the  Stream,  should  be  lighted  like  » 
street.  Let  Great  Britain,  if  she  thoa^t  it 
consistent  witb  her  dignity,  ei^oy  this  advan- 
tage, at  onr  expense.  It  is  one  we  must  tncor, 
not  only  for  the  interest  of  our  commerce,  but 
(or  ih»  greater  one  of  humanity ;  and  it  would 
be  no  drawback  on  tbe  satisfacticn  we  nuufc 
feel,  from  a  knowledge  that,  by  our  care  and 
at  our  expense,  hundreds  of  wa^Ie  Utob  were 
saved — it  would  be  no  Aminntion,  I  say,  of 
pleasure,  this  circumstance  must  afford,  that 
many  of  those  thus  saved  were  subjects  of  the 
power  that  churlishly  refused  to  concur  in  a 
work,  equally  demanded  by  humanity  and  in- 
terest. It  would,  perhaps,  diminish  uie  profits 
of  some  seventy  or  eighty  owners  of  wreckers, 
and  force  some  five  or  ax  hundred  black  or 
white  British  Bahama  sailors  to  find  other  em- 

filoyment  But  I  cannot,  wr,  I  will  not,  be- 
ieve  that  this  contemptible  interest  bad  aaj 
inflnence  upon  the  measures  of  tbe  English 
Government— I  rather  wish  to  believe  that  tha 
subject  was  not  fully  understood,  and  that  we 
shall  soon  hear  that  an  answer,  more  conform- 
able to  the  good  intelligettce  that  reigns  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  has  been  given.  I  will 
only  now  remark,  that  the  United  States  has 

ftrovided  for  tbe  erection  and  support  of  four 
[ght-bouses  and  one  floatmg  light,  besides 
buoys  and  beacons,  on  onr  side  of  the  stream, 
and  that  all  we  desire  is  the  liberty  to  erect  one 
on  a  bare  rock,  on  which  nothing  but  a  sea-bird 
can  at  present  rest 

While  I  am  up,  in  order  to  avoid  again 
troubling  the  Honse,  I  will  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  subject  of  the  second  resolution,  al- 
though it  is  not  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. At  the  point  where  the  Gulf  Stream 
(which  to  this  place  preaerres  an  eaatwardly 
course)  turns  to  the  north,  there  are  <wt^ 
bare  rocks,  without  a  rood  of  earth  upon  them; 
some  nearly  level  with  tbe  sea,  others  rising 
abruptly  a  few  feet  above  it ;  separated  from 
each  otlier  by  very  narrow  but  deep  channete, 
and  from  tbe  Baliama  Banks  by  a  wide,  navi- 
gable passage,  and  from  a  sandy  island  called 
Key  Sal,  by  a  very  narrow  one.  These  rocks 
are  called  the  Double-headed-shot  Keys.  Their 
position  renders  them  extremely  dangerous  to 
navigation  in  tbeir  present  state ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  would  make  them  an  invaluable 
point  of  departure,  if  one  of  them  was  crowned 
with  an  elevated  light. 

At  the  timcL  b«ore  referred  to.  I  had  the 
hmm  of  drawing  the  attntiai  of  tihe  Eoma 


ABBIDGMBNT  OF  THB 

BaMama  BiaJct,  Ac 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESS. 


258 


U4T,  l8S6.;i 

to  this  position,  and  they  passed  another  reso- 
htion,  founded  on  the  sitaation  and  natore  of 
these  rocks,  nnoccnpied  and  unfit  for  oconpa- 
Hoii  for  any  other  pnrpose  but  that  of  a  light- 
home,  separated  mm  the  banks  and  islands  by 
a  deep  channel — and  they  directed  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  inquire  vhether  they  might 
not,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  be  taken 
by  the  rigbt  of  oocapation,  and  need  for  that 

Surpose.  In  answer  to  this,  we  got  no  opimon, 
□t  a  correspondence  between  Oommodore  Por- 
ter and  the  Oapt^a-General  of  Gnba,  by  which 
H  appears  that  the  Bonble-headed-Bhot  Keys 
were  clahned  by  Sp«in,  as  an  ^>pendage  to 
Kbj  Sal ;  and,  frfan  the  ftiendly  dispontion 
■hown  "hj  that  eorrespmidenoe,  it  was  hoped 
Uiat  Spain  -woidd  prove  more  aoconunodating 
than  Great  Britunliad  shown  herself  on  a  um- 
fiar  occasion;  and  on  this,  was  founded  the 
second  resolution. 

Mr.  Jj.  said  he  was  sore  he  need  not  urge  the 
importance  of  the  subject  embraced  by  these 
lesolntiona,  not  only  to  the  port  he  represent- 
ed, bat  to  Uio  whole  commercial  interest  of 
the  Union.  They  had  repeatedly  shown  that 
tbey  felt  this  importance,  and  had  acted,  in 
consequence  of  it,  precisely  in  the  mode  point- 
ed oot  by  these  resolutions.  It  was  in  evidence 
before  the  House,  that,  in  the  last  year  alone, 
more  than  half  a  million  of  property,  and  many 
Tahiable  lives,  had  been  lost  in  this  navigation, 
irhidi,  firom  being  one  of  the  most  dangerons, 
eonld  IM  made,  by  proper  precaatirais,  the  most 
safe  on  the  ocean. 

The  first  of  tiie  above  reaolntioiu  vas  then 
•greed  to. 

The  seontd  of  these  resolutions  being  under 

oimsideraiion — 

Hr.  FoBSTTR  said,  the  resolution  related  to  a 
sabjeet  no  doubt  of  interest  to  the  section  of 
the  country  represented  bv  the  mover,  and  to 
the  navigatore  along  the%>ast  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  There  woud  be  no  doubt  of  the  pro- 
prie^  of  Exeootive  attention  to  it,  but  Mr.  T. 
D^ved  it  was  altogether  irrc^nlar  for  the 
HtNM  to  ngvmt  tiie  Prerident  to  exwjise  any 
of  Us  oonstitotional  powers.  It  had  been 
Ane^  it  was  tme^  bat  very  nnprofltably.  If 
we  em  ^t^terly  reqaest  the  President  to  n^o- 
tiate  in  snudl  matters,  we  can  in  great ;  if  we 
osn  request  him  to  negotiate  with  forogn  pow- 
ers, we  can  request  him  to  perform  any  other 
of  his  Executive  duties ;  remove  an  obnoxioos 
officer ;  place  a  particular  and  favorite  construc- 
ttoumianactof  Oongreas;  appointaflavored per- 
son toavacantoffioe,&c  It  had  even  been  doubt- 
ed in  Uie  House,  during  the  session,  whether  we 
eonld  properly  express  an  opinion  on  particular 
•aljects  of  foreign  iuteroonrseL  Hr.  F.'s  doo- 
trioe  on  this  point  had  been  folly  expluned, 
bat,  as  he  had  been  grossly  misrepresented,  he 
mnld  state,  in  a  word,  what  it  was.  The 
power  of  Uw  Hoose  to  ^ress  its  opinion,  was 
udoabted.  Hr.  F.  thoaj^t  it  never  should  be 
•ttrciaed,  to  orge  tiie  Ezwntiva  to  n^otiation. 
Iberewaa  alwaja  a  mfflflioit  pnxunMB  toaofe 
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in  Hie  Exeeutive ;  it  should  be  exerted  to  re- 
strmn  Executive  action,  when  it  threatened 
injury  to  the  public. 
The  second  resdntion  was  then  also  agreed  to. 


TnnssDAT,  May  18. 
T?ie  Late  Comrnodore  Perry. 
Hr.  Pktkb  offered  the  following : 
SmoM,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Ksvy  be  in> 
stmcted  to  cause  the  remains  of  Commodore  Oliver 
Hazard  Ferry  to  be  removed  from  the  island  of 
Trinidi^  ina  puldie  venet  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  have  the  same  oonveyed  to  Kewport,  in  the  State 
(tf  Rhode  Uand. 

The  qnesHon  of  consideration  being  demand- 
ed, it  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pms,  in  sahmitdng  the  resolntion,  ob- 
served, that  as  A  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, before  him,  hiad  received  a  letter  from  the 
widow  of  Commodore  Perry,  written  subse- 
qnently  to  tho  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  in  which  that  lady  had  expressed 
tlie  most  anxious  desire  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  her  husband  to  the  soil  of  that 
country  whose  fame  he  had  bo  highly  honored 
and  enriched,  he  hoped  that  the  resolution 
wonid  now  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said:  I  rise,  rir,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  confirming  what  my  friend  fhnn  Mary- 
Wd  has  stated  to  the  House.  Itis  trae  that  I 
have  received  a  latter  from  the  widow  of  our 
lamented  Perry,  and  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power,  without  violating  the  saeredness  and 
seclunon  of  those  g^efe  1  am  bonnd  to  respect, 
to  read  this  letter  to  those  who  now  hear  me : 
fbr  ft  wonld  not  only  show  the  keen  solicitude 
with  which  she  dierishes  the  accomplishment 
fA  the  purpose  of  the  resolution,  but  of  what 
sort  of  eloquence  that  is,  which  springs  from 
the  sorrows  of  a  widowed  heart 

I  hope  that  the  House  will  indulge  me  with 
cme  word  more.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  resoluUon  was  referred 
which  the  gentleman  frcan  IhxjiaDA  t^andi 
some  weeks  since,  appear  not  to  have  compre- 
hended the  object  which  we  had  in  view.  My 
friend  and  myself  knew,  perfectly  well,  that, 
as  neither  legislation  nor  appropriation  was  re- 

adred,  it  was  fully  within  the  competency  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have  ordered 
some  one  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  West 
India  squadron  to  touch  at  Trinidad,  and  there 
to  receive  the  remains  of  onr  countryman,  that 
have  so  long  slumbered  under  the  protecting 
chivalry  and  veneration  of  those  who  were 
once  that  very  enemy  whom,  for  us,  he  oon- 
qnered.  But  we  confess,  we  had  a  higher  aim. 
It  was,  that  this  removal  should  not  be  done  in 
secrecy,  as  a  mere  offering  to  private  affection, 
but  88  a  token  of  public  grstitnde  and  esteem ; 
VtaA.  we  might  obwn  a  distinct  and  feeling  ex- 
presnon  of  the  sentiments  of  this  House ;  that 
we  might  here  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, go  on,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  this  pious 
offloe:  for  the  little  bark,  however  humble  it 
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m&j  be,  which  Bails  in  quest  of  remains  as  dear 
to  this  coontrj  as  those  of  Fatroolos  to  the  son 
of  PeleuB,  carries,  with  the  cypress  aronnd  its 
banner,  the  sorrows  and  the  sympathies  of  a 
whole  people. 

I  know,  sir,  that  a  cold  philosophy  tells  ns, 
it  matters  not  where  the  poor  dast,  of  which 
this  body  is  composed,  moulders  into  a  clod  of 
tiie  valley ;  trat  the  inatinctB  and  afftotiona  of 
tiie  human  heart  instznct  ns  in  a  more  amiable 
and  gratifying  lesson.  The  spot  which  hoUia 
the  ashes  of  the  great  and  good  man  is  not 
alone  a  landmark  where  private  affection  may 
pour  forth  even  *'  the  luxury  of  its  woe,"  by 
cherishing  such  memorials  ^fot  secret  looks 
and  solitary  ei^oyment,"  but  it  is  as  it  were  a 
living  school,  where  patriotism  may  learii 
something  of  its  duties,  and  virtue  some  of  its 
rewards.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose that  his  widow  may  be  permitted  to  weep 
over  the  nm  of  her  departed  husband — that 
the  parent  who  gave  him  birth,  stricken  with 
grief  and  age,  may  bend  over  his  tomb,  and,  in 
the  bitterness  of  her  heart,  deplore  the  aad  re- 
versal of  the  order  of  nature,  that  had  called 
her  to  moani  ovcar  the  loss  of  such  a  child — or, 
liiat  even  his  sons  may  lay  their  beads  upon 
the  verdant  sod  that  rests  upon  his  bosom,  and, 
at  once,  ia  the  sorrows  of  their  b^avement, 
and  in  the  pride  of  his  name,  bless  the  Al- 
mighty Gk>d  that  he  had  made  him  such  a  man. 
No,  it  is,  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become 
one  of  the  shrines  of  our  country,  where  those 
who  start  in  the  race  of  honor  and  glory  may 
go  to  pay  their  fond  and  useful  pilgrimages — 
uiat  they  may  learn  how  noble  efforts  are  to 
be  made,  how  Uie  glorious  palm  is  to  be  won. 

Let  us,  then,  give  our  cheering  sympathy, 
wiUi  cordial  unanimity,  to  this  too  long  neg- 
lected purpose,  and  restore  the  ashes  of  our 
Mend  to  that  beautiful  island,  the  spot  of  his 
Inrth,  where  they  may  sleep,  guarded  by  the 
valor,  and  duuished  by  the  gratitude  at  its 
people. 

lite  resolnfton  was  agreed  to. 

Kon-Eeaidentf  Land  in  ArhmtM. 

Hr.  Strong  moved  to  discbarge  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  "  ocmoeming 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  United  States, 
belonging  to  non-re^dents." 

The  motion  prevuled ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  OoirwAT  swd  he  was  sorry  that  the  bill 
before  the  House  had  been  called  up  ont  of  its 
wder.  It  was  not  expected  by  hmi,  and  he 
was,  therefore,  not  prepared,  at  this  moment, 
to  presoit  to  the  House  bis  oMeodons  to  its 
passage.  Those  ol>{eoUoiu  oonld  not  be  made 
properly,  without  a  particular  reference  to  the 
revenue  laws  of  Arkansas ;  and  he  had  not  them 
here :  they  were  at  his  room  among  his  books. 

Under  uieee  circumstances,  said  Ur.  0.,  I 
can  only  snbmlt  to  the  House,  in  general  terms, 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  tlie  subject.  The  first 
and  greatest  ol^eotiiHi  that  I  Iwve  to  the  pio- 
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posed  law,  is,  that  it  will  derange  the  whole 
revenue  system  of  Arkansas,  and  consume,  in 
its  operations,  the  whole  tax  on  non-resideDt 
lands ;  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  of  those 
lands  an  expense  much  greater  than  they  have 
now  to  pay.  By  the  laws  of  Arkansaa,  the 
assessment  is  made  in  January  of  each  year, 
and  the  sherifib  of  the  counties  enter  ioto 
bonds  to  ooUeot  and  pay  over  the  taxes  to  the 
Ttaasnrer,  and  to  settle  with  the  Auditor  br 
the  first  of  December ;  and,  if  the  tax  on  lan^ 
cannot  be  collected,  without  doing  so,  the 
sheriff  is  authorized  to  sell  as  much  of  the  IxdA 
as  will  pay  the  amount  dne,  the  sale  to  take 
place  on  the  first  Monday  of  November ;  idx^ 
days*  notice  bein^  given  of  the  rale,  by  pub- 
liahing  a  list  of  the  lands  in  some  newspaper 
in  the  Territory.  Lands  thus  sold  are  redeem- 
able for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  sale, 
by  reftinding  to  the  purchaser  his  money,  with 
interest,  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  per  annnm. 

By  the  organic  law  of  Arkansas,  all  the  mil- 
itary bounty  lands  are  exempt  ftom  taxatioa 
for  three  years,  from  the  date  of  the  patent, 
and  not  one  ti-aet  has  ever  been  sold  luder  four 
years,  from  the  date  of  the  patent;  end  yet  the 
Territory  is  charged  with  being  cmel  aiod  op- 
pressive in  its  revenue  laws. 

The  General  Assembfy  meets  but  once  in 
two  years :  its  last  session  was  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  present  year.  Pass  this  bill, 
and  an  extra  session  must  be  held  to  change 
the  revenue  laws  to  suit  its  provisions.  This 
will  cost  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars — a 
sum  which  the  Territory  is  uQable  to  pay. 

When  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  was 
instructed  by  a  resolution  submitted  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  ConnecticQt,  (Mr. 
TouuNSON,)  to  inquire  into  this  subject,  I  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  which  was  referred,  by 
order  of  the  Hous&  to  the  same  oonunittee,  to 
inquire  into  the  e^ediency  of  making  an  m- 
propriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  L^b* 
lative  Department  of  Arkansas.  The  report 
of  the  committee,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
un&vorable ;  and  yet  an  appropriation  is  made 
anntially  of  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  to 
meet  nmilar  expenses  in  Michigan  and  Florida. 
How  it  happens  that  this  spirit  of  favoritism 
exists,  I  cannot  tell.  The  General  Government 
has  never  paid  one  cent  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Legidative  Department  of  Arkansas;  the  whole 
has  been  thrown  upon  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  that 
expense,  by  compelling  the  Territory,  at  an  un- 
reasonable time,  to  change  its  lavs. 

One  provimon  of  the  bill  before  the  Honse  \^ 
that  t^e  lands  of  non-regents,  on  which  tB»s 
have  not  been  pud,  shall  be  advertised  once  a 
week,  fw  six  months,  in  some  newspaper  in 
the  Tendtory.  Hiis  single  provirfon  will  cre- 
ate an  expense  of  about  three  dollars  twenty- 
five  cents  per  tract ;  the  tax  is  two  dollars  and 
forty  cents ;  and  another  part  of  the  bill  pro* 
poses  to  (pve  to  your  agent  one  dollar  as  a  fee 
lot  rederaoing  the  land  after  it  ia  sold :  these 
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nma,  added  together,  make  nx  dollars  dxty- 
Stb  cents  tax  on  each  qoarter  section  of  land, 
per  aonnm.  If  this  was  all,  it  might  be  borne, 
perbapa,  hj  the  land  propriettH*  without  oom- 
pUint ;  but  your  law  will  create  other  expenses 
vbioh  nuut  be  paid  him.  You  reqoire  the 
OoTwiunent  to  transmit  to  this  place  a  list  of 
tiie  lands  tairad,  and  of  tiioee  add  annoallr  fbr 
taxes.  Some  person  mnst  be  employed  by  the 
Territory  to  perform  the  labor  of  preparing 
those  lists,  and  that  person  mnst  be  paid  for 
his  services.  The  agent^  too,  who  is  to  reude 
It  the  seat  of  the  General  GoTemment,  is  to 
re<^ve  three  per  cent  of  the  amoont  oweoted 
by  him.  Now,  sir,  pnt  all  these  soma  t<^ether, 
sad  it  shows,  oonclnsiTely,  that  yonr  law  will, 
ia  its  operations,  aa  I  have  before  stated,  oon- 
eame  the  whole  of  the  tax  on  non-reudent 
lands,  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  ^  those 
lands  a  great  additional  expense,  which  I  should 
ooDuder  ni^nst  and  cruel  on  yonr  part. 

These  ol^ections  alone  oi4;ht,  I  think,  l£r. 
^naker,  to  induce  the  House  to  rdeot  the  UU; 
bat  there  are  others  which  ahoula  be  oonoln- 
dve  in  bringing  the  minds  of  the  members  to 
thtt  determination.  It  is  novel  and  unprece- 
dented in  its  character.  I  will  ask  yon,  ur, 
when  did  Congress  before  dream  of  q>pointing 
s  Collector  of  the  Bevenne  for  a  Temtoryj  to 
fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the  Temto- 
rial  seat  of  Government;  and  who,  in  his 
character  as  an  officer,  is  to  be  perfectly  inde- 
pendent of  the  Territory!  It  must  be  an- 
swered, that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  pro- 
posed ontil  it  was  thought  of  for  Arkansas, 
what  would  become  of  your  law  and  your 
agent,  if  the  Territory  was  to  exempt  the  lands 
a  non-reddmts  from  taxes  t  This  power  it 
terbdnly possesses:  or  do  you  daim  the  right 
toeorapelthe  Territorr  to  continue  the  tu,  to 
pre  yonr  agent  business  and  fees  t  I  cannot 
thiok  that  such  a  claim  will  be  set  up,  when  it 
is  known  that  you  cannot,  by  a  law  of  Oon- 
grass,  tax  the  people  of  a  Territory  without 
their  consent :  and  herei  on  tlds  floor,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  voto. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Arkansas  might,  I 
My,  with  propriety,  appoint  an  agent^  to  reside 
•t  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  or  at 
soy  other  point  in  the  Union,  to  ooUect  taxes 
frnn  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  in  that 
Territory ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  Oongress 
oumot,  with  pn^nwty,  do  so.  Ton  can,  sir, 
uempt  those  lands  from  taxes  altogether,  if 

giehoose  todoBO',  and  I  should  greatly  pre- 
sodi  a  law,  provided  yon  will  appropriate 
nougront  of  yonr  Treasury  to  meet  the  ex- 
peoses  of  the  Legislative  Department  of  the 
Ooremment  of  Arkansas.  The  bounty  which 
Jm  gave  to  your  solcUers  for  their  services  in 
ue  la&a  war,  was  a  nati<mal  one ;  and  any  ex- 
traordinary Indulgence  which  is  granted  to 
now,  should  also  be  fiational,  and  not  at 
UM  expense  of  a  few  thousand  inhabitants  of 
<XM  of  your  remote  Territories.  Pass  a  law 
biUng  U  thft  duty  of  the  Oommiiakiiwr  of  (he 
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General  Land  Office  to  receive  the  taxes  on 
non-resident  lands,  without  expense  to  the  Ter- 
ritory or  to  the  land  proprietors,  and  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  But,  to  a  law  so  ii^urions  to  the  in- 
terrats  of  the  Territory  and  to  the  soldier,  as  I 
think  this  will  be,  I  can  never  consent;  and  I 
therefwe  move  to  lay  the  IhU  upon  the  table. 

ThemotKW  was  nentived. 

After  some  amauments  <^sred  by  Mr. 
SraoNo, 

The  bill  was  fiirl^er  opposed  by  Hr.  Vuroi; 
who  moved  its  postponement  until  the  next 
session. 

This  motion  was  n^tived. 

Hr.  SooTT  now  renewed  the  opposition,  and 
closed  his  mieech  with  a  motion  to  postpone 
the  bUl  to  Monday  next 

Mr.  OoHWAT  urged  the  postponement:  but 
it  was  n^tived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
its  third  reading  this  day. 


Pbidat,  Uay  19. 
^oHnm^i  o/  Mr,  Momve. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,"  being  taken 
up,  and  the  question  tteing  on  concurring  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to 
increase  the  amount  of  appropriation  from 
$16,688  to  $39,613,  Mr.  WmnxBSBT  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  were — ^Yeas  64,  Nays  66. 

Bo  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  dia- 
agreedtOk 


Batdbdat,  Hay  20. 
The  Jftw  Cr«^  Treaty, 
lit,  DwioDT,  from  the  CkHnmittee  of  Ccnfor^ 
Mice,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  dis- 
agreeing vote  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
"  ms^king  impropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Greek  nation  of  Indians,"  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said :  A  stupendous  fraud,  it 
seems,  was  intended  by  the  delegation  who  hod 
formed,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  new 
contract  The  chiefs  composing  the  Creek  dip- 
lomatic trdn,  assisted  by  their  Cherokee  Secre- 
taries of  Legation,  had  combined  to  put  into 
their  own  pocketa,  and  those  of  a  few  select 
friends,  somewhere  about  three-fburths  of  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  fac  the  SMOnd  cession 
of  the  lands  lying  in  Geoi^^ia.  The  fiwts  con- 
nected with  this  transaction,  although  con- 
cealed from  the  Senate  when  the  second  con- 
tract was  before  them  for  ratification,  and  from 
the  House  when  the  appropriation  bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect  was  under  consideration,  were 
perfectly  understood  at  the  War  Department 
by  the  Secretary,  and  by  his  clerk,  who  is 
called  the  Head  of  the  Indian  Bureau.  The 
Senate  having,  by  some  strange  fortune,  dia* 
covOTed  the  intended  frand^  after  the  ratifica- 
tion  of  the  contract,  and  before  they  acted  on 
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the  appropriAtion  bill,  wished,  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  prevent  the  snccess  of  the 
profitable  scheme  of  viliany.  The  House,  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  facta,  and  not  snapecting 
the  motive  of  the  amendment,  had  rdected 
insisted  upon  their  disureement  to  it,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  two  Eknuea,  aa  usnalf  had 
oon&rred  on  ttie  saldeat.  How,  that  the  facts 
are  ascertained  by  the  separate  reports  of  the 
committeea,  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  great  point  of  defeating  the  intend- 
ed  treachery  of  ue  delegation  and  secretaries 
to  the  Creek  tribe.  The  only  matter  which 
can  bear  discussion,  is,  how  shall  the  txeachery 
be  punished? — ^how  shall  the  Creek  tribe  be 
protected  ft-om  the  abominable  designs  of  their 
worthless  and  unprincipled  agents?  Will  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  reach 
their  object  ?  The  plan  is,  to  pay  the  money 
to  Uie  cnieti,  to  be  divided  among  the  chieu 
and  warriors,  under  the  direction  of  the  Seore- 
tai7  of  War,  in  a  fiill  council  of  the  nation, 
convened  for  the  purpose.  Suppose  the  ooun- 
tSl  in  solemn  session,  I2ie  money  before  Qiem, 
and  the  dividtm  aboot  to  be  made,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War — may  not 
the  chie&  and  their  eecretaries  claim  the 
money,  as  promised  to  them  under  the  treaty, 
«nd  how  will  the  Secretary  or  hia  agent  resist 
the  claim?  To  show  how  the  claim  would 
stand,  Mr.  P.  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  statement  from  the  Indian  Bureau.  Hr. 
F.  regretted  that  the  godfather  of  this  new 
office  bad  given  it  a  Parisian  name.  It  would 
be  seen,  if  gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble 
to  mn  their  eyes  over  the  statement,  that 
Messrs.  Bidge  and  Yaan,  sometimes  called 
Glerks,  at  others  Secretaries,  to  the  Greek  le- 
gation, two  Cherokees.  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  take  care  of  the  intereeta  of  the 
Creeks  agfdnst  the  United  States — (Mr.  F. 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  would  have 
been  quite  as  decent,  and  somewhat  more  eco- 
nomical, to  have  detailed  a  clerk  or  two  from 
the  War  Department,  to  perform  that  service) 
— ^ade  known  the  intention  of  the  chiefo  to 
require  reservations  of  land'  for  them.  This 
was  "  rejected  promptly,"  but  "  they  were  told 
by  tiie  Secretxuy,  that,  although  no  locations 
would  be  allowed,  a  fur  equivdent,  in  money, 
might  be  added."  Money,  however,  they  re- 
plied, was  no  object."  As  land  could  not  be 
hod,  they  finally  agreed  to  take  money,  ten 
thousand  dollars  each.  "  They  were,  however, 
pnt  right,  by  an  assurance  that  no  enoh  sum 
was.  intended,  nor  could  be  thought  of;  and 
thai  five  thousand  dollars  each,  was  the  extent 
that  could  be  allowed."  They  assented — the 
House  will  perceive  that  the  otdy  difiScnlty  was 
the  amount  of  the  bribe.  The  Secretary  was 
wiUing  to  go  as  high  as  fire  thousand  dollars, 
hnt  could  not  stretch  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Kotwithstanding  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees, 
and  the  declaration  of  the  Secretary,  that  five 
thousand  dollars  each  was  the  extent  that  they 
oonld  be  allowed,  Bidge  and  Yaun,  after  the 


treaty  was  signed,  and  before  it  was  acted  oa 
by  the  Senate,  or  submitted  to  that  bodj, 
brought  a  piq>er,  the  precions  list  of  the  price 
of  each  traitor,  for  the  inspection  and  inftHTn»- 
tion  of  the  Head  of  the  Bureau  and  the  Head 
of  the  Departmoit;  and  what  anaww  did  lliery 
recdve  flxmi  bothi   The  Head  of  the  BnreKi 
said  it  was  thdr  own  affidr.   The  Secretoir 
said  he  presnmed  it  was  their  own  afiair.  Anfl, 
however  proper  a  more  general  equalization  or 
it  through  the  nation  mwit  be,  he  supposed  it 
must  rest  with  them.   Had  these  two  head 
advisers  forgojten  the  assent  of  the  Greeks  to 
receive  five  thousand  dollars  each,  and  then- 
own  assertions  that  no  more  could  be  allowed  ! 
But  I  ask  this  Honse,  if  the  engsMment  for 
the  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  list  of  the 
sums  to  be  distributed,  may  not  be  claimed  aa 
part  oftthis  new  contract?   If  these  perscms 
have  not  a  right  to  claim,  in  the  face  of  the 
tribe,  these  sums,  as  promised  to  them  by  tlieir 
.  Great  Father!  Ay,  rir ;  and,  if  th^  aie  pow- 
wfbl  enoni^  in  the  tribe,  th^  win  enf<HO«  their 
tMm.  Under  what  pretext  wiU  your  Be(3«- 
tary  of  War  direct  a  diflbrent  dispo^Mi  or 
diviriou  of  the  money,  after  his  often  repeated 
declaration,  "  it  is  their  own  afi^r  " — the  affair 
of  tJbe  delegation?    Yes,  sir,  so  happily  has 
this  business  been  managed,  at  the  seat  of  Got- 
emment,  under  the  Executive  eye,  that  this  di- 
vision which  the  negotiators  proposed  to  make  ot 
the  spoilf  may  be  termed  a  part  of  the  consid- 
eration of  the  contract.   It  must  be  confessed 
that  these  exquisite  ambassadors  were  quite 
liberal  to  themselves,  their  secretaries,  and  par- 
ticular friends:  one  hundred  and  fif^-uine 
thousand  seven  hnndred  dollars,  to  he  ^vided 
among  some  twenty  persons,  is  pret^  well  I 
What  name  shall  we  jriTe  to  this  divirion  <tf 
money  amonf^  them  t  To  call  H  a  bribe,  would 
^ock  the  delicacy  of  the  War  Department,  and 
possibly  ofilsnd  those  gentie-spirited  politicians, 
who  resemble  Cowper's  preachers,  "  who  could 
not  mention  hell  to  ears  polite."  Let  us  bor- 
row a  term  from  foreign  language,  and  call  it  a 
doueeur,  or  an  empmo.   Call  it  what  you  will, 
every  honest  mind  must  be  struck  with  the 
desperate  infiuny  of  the  transaction.  It  cannot 
be  contemplated  without  horror  at  the  deprav- 
ity of  the  savages,  and  indignation  at  the  crim- 
inal imbecility  of  the  Admhiistration.  Your 
Secretary  of  War  made  no  efibrt  beyond  ad- 
vice, dwelling  on  the  danger,  not  the  taraitnde 
of  the  scheme,  to  prevent  this  deteataUe  con- 
piracy  against  a  dependent  and  distant  tribe. 
Why  did  he  not  drive  the  reptiles  fW)m  his 
presence— eend  them  back  to  the  nation ;  ex- 
pose their  villany;  and  appeal  to  the  tribe 
itself  for  the  fulfilment  of  such  an  arrangement 
of  the  old  contract,  as  would  have  been  jnst  to 
them,  satisfactory  to  Gieorgia  and  Alabama, 
and  honorable  to  the  United  States  ?  Who  can 
doubt  that  this  manly  and  direct  course  would 
have  secured  the  respect  uid  gratitude  of  the 
tribe,  and  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  wishes 
of  the  Govanunentt    But  no,  sir;  snoh  an 
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id»  does  not  app^r  to  have  passed  tbroogh 
the  brains  of  tlie  war  Department.  It.  wonld 
hare  deprived  the  Administration  of  the  glory 
of  settling  the  nnfortmiate  controversy,  by  an 
"  arduous  and  anziona  n^ttation."  It  would 
hsTO  Tindioated  the  character  of  the  murdered 
Uclntoeh,  and  of  the  calumniated  Commission- 
ers of  the  United  States.  It  would  have  in- 
sared  the  pTinishment  of  the  treacherous  dele- 
gates, and  the  pet  CherokeeB,  their  guardians 
and  secretaries.  Kone  of  which  were  within 
the  Boope  of  the  poKcrr  of  the  Exeootive.  The 
transcendent  erfaninalItT  of  this  design  cannot 
be  well  nnderstood,  wiuont  reoalling  to  recol- 
kotkn  the  dark  and  bloody  scenes  of  the  year 
)Mst  The  Chief  HcLitoah,  distingni^ed  at  all 
Umee  by  his  courage  and  devotion  to  the 
wUtes,  deriving  his  name  of  the  liHiite  War- 
rior, from  his  mixed  parentage,  had  formed, 
with  his  party,  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs.  He  was  denounced  for  it.  His  mid- 
night sleep  was  broken  by  the  crackling  flames 
of  his  dwelling  burning  over  his  head.  Escap- 
ing from  the  flames,  he  was  shot  down  by  a 
party  acting  nnder  the  orders  of  the  persons 
who  accused  him  of  Ijetraying,  for  his  own  sel- 
fish pnrposes,  the  interests  of  the  tribe.  Those 
who  eoodemned  that  chief,  Hie  incendiaries  and 
the  mnrderers,  are  Uie  negoHatoTB  of  this  new 
contract ;  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thon- 
sand  dollars,  is  to  he  the  fmit  of  their  victory 
over  the  assassinated  chief.  What  evidence  of 
fraud,  and  selfishness,  and  treachery,  has  red 
or  white  malice  been  able  to  exhibit  against  the 
dead  warrior  ?  A  reservation  of  land  for  him, 
ia  the  contract  of  1821,  was  sold  by  him  to 
the  United  States,  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars ;  a  price  he  could  have  obtained  from 
individuals,  if  his  title  had  been  deemed  secure. 
This  sale  of  property  given  to  him  by  the 
tribe,  was  the  foundation  of  the  calumnies  that 
hsTO  been  heaped  upon  his  memory,  and  the 
cause  which,  in  the  eyes  of  our  Administration, 
neimimer  editors,  scribblers,  and  reviewers, 
JosUned  his  execution.  Kow,  sir,  the  execu- 
tioners are  to  be  rewarded  by  pillaging  the 
public  Treasury.  I  look  with  some  curiosity 
for  the  indignant  denunciations  of  this  acciden- 
tally discovered  treachery.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
discovered  that  all  this  new  business  of  the 
Creeks  is  "  their  own  affair,"  with  whidi  the 
white  editors  and  reviewers  have  nothing  to 
TO.  Fortunately,  Mr  F.  said,  Congress  had 
wmething  to  do  with  this  affair.  We  owe  a 
J^oe  to  the  tribe.  This  amendment,  he 
wed,  would  not  do  justice.  The  power  of 
Ooogrees  should  be  exerted,  not  only  to  keep 
the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  tJiese  wretches, 
mt  to  secure  a  futhfolaod  eqml  distribution 
it  among  the  whole  Oreek  nation.  The 
vbde  tribe  hold  the  land ;  their  title  by  oecn- 
puwy  resides  in  all ;  all  are  rigfatAilly  claim- 
■nts  to  eqnal  portions  of  the  price  of  their  re- 
wjOTal  from  it  The  country  is  not  aware  how 
the  Indian  ammities  are  dtstribnted,  or  the 
DKne^B  pud  to  the  tribes  disposed  oil  Ther 
Vol.  1X^17 
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are  divided  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Indian  Oov;j&iiunent,  completely  aristocratical— 
all  ihe  powers  vested  in  a  few  chie&.  Mr.  F. 
had  it  from  authority  he  could  not  doubt,  that 
the  Oreek  annuities  had,  for  years  past,  been 
divided  in  very  unequal  proportions,  not  among 
the  twenty  thousand  souls  of  which  the  tribe 
was  believed  to  be  composed,  hut  among  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  chiefs  and  warriors. 
Our  committee  express  great  nnwillingness  to 
go  counter  to  the  treaty — ^the  treaty — the  treaty ! 
Are  not  this  tribe  dependent  upon  as?  And 
shall  we,  while  we  never  hesitBte  to  legislate 
abont  their  oommeroial  interoonrse — their  c<m- 
dnet  to  the  whites— be  deterred  by  this  cry  of 
"  Treaty,"  from  protecting  them  nom  the  yio- 
lence,  the  iiiiustice,  or  the  frauds,  of  their  petty 
tyrants?  But  it  is  only  for  the  new  trea^ 
such  solemn  regards  are  felt.  That  formed 
here,  is  a  sacred  affair — ^that  formed  at  the  In- 
dian Springs,  had  no  snch  hallowed  character. 
Strange,  sir,  that  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  War,  with  regard  to  the  old  contract,  shoxdd 
exercise,  with  impunity,  a  latitude  of  construc- 
tion the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  fear  to 
nse,  even  to  prevent  fraad,  nnder  the  new ! 
Strange,  that  the  Senate,  a  branch  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  should  be  willing  to 
legislate  more  boldly  than  we^  who  have  no 
power  but  legislative,  over  the  subject  t 

There  Is  on  expresdon  or  two  in  the  report 
of  oar  committee,  which  deserved  notice,  as  it 
was  calculated,  however  without  intention,  to 
mislead  the  people.  It  is  said,  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  reservations  of  land  wished  by  the 
Creek  Delegation  and  the  Cherokee  Secreta^ 
ries,  were  refused  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
and  that  their  efforts  were  afterwards  conflned 
to  benefit  themselves  and  friends  by  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  money,  over  wMch  the  Secretary 
had  no  other  control  than  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty.  From  this,  the 
public  would  iufer,  that  it  was  tiie  deflcienoy  of 
power  in  the  Secretary  which  prevented  him 
iVom  reftising  the  money,  as  well  as  the  land. 
The  committee  had  not  distinguished  accurate- 
ly, or  inquired  why  the  reservations  were  not 
^owed.  They  were  not  allowed,  Mr.  F.  pre-- 
sumed,  because  Georgia  denied  the  authori^ 
of  the  General  Government  to  make  them 
within  the  State,  and  Ck>ngre88  had  sustained 
this  doctrine  of  the  State.  Former  reservations 
had  been  bought  up  at  large  prices,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  application  from  the  State.  But 
for  this,  the  Secretary  had  the  same  power  to 
refuse  or  to  promise  land  to  the  Creek  n^tia- 
tors,  as  money.  The  money  wos  offered  and 
accepted  aa  an  equivalent  for  the  land  asked 
for,  at  least  the  five  thoasand  dollars  a  head. 
With  regard  to  the  list  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  it  was  a  gross  departure  from  the  pro- 
virions  of  the  contract,  which  both  duty  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  Indians,  required  the 
Secretary  to  prevent.  His  power  for  that  pur- 
pose was  ample ;  yet,  we  see  the  Head  of^tbe 
Bnrean,  QSr.  Th<»nas  L.  IfoEinney,)  while 
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fasing  the  reqaest  of  the  conspirators,  to  have 
the  money  coanted  and  divided,  and  sealed  up 
in  the  Department,  suggesting  how  it  could  be 
done  witboat  scandal — "the  cashier  of  the 
bank  wonld,  no  doabt,  oblige  them  hy  seeam  it 
BO  ooanted  and  sealed  ^or^wt  all  possible ; 
ftdlities  to  their  arrangements.  There  u  some- 
thing in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  15th  Uay, 
to  the  Oommittee  of  Conference,  that  merits  a 
paanng  remark.  He  says:  *'For,  although  I 
waa  advised,  as  Colonel  Benton  is  aware,  to 
approach  the  influential  chiefs  with  secret  gra- 
tuities, justified,  as  it  was  urged,  bj  the  nsages 
of  liie  Government,  I  peremptorilv  refused  to 
do  so;  and  determined  that,  whatever  was 
given  as  the  price  of  the  land,  should  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  treaty,"  Now,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, what  mighty  difference  can  any  honest 
mind  discover  between  these  secret  gratnities, 
which  were  peremptorily  refused  to  be  nsed, 
and  the  five  thousand  dollars  a-piece,  promised 
by  t^e  Secretary  to  these  savages,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  to  them,  was  intended  to  be 
secret!  Where  is  ute  stipulation  for  the 
payment  of  these  five  thousand  dollars  in  the 
treia^  ?  It  was  to  be  taken  oat  of  the  gross 
sum,  as  was  also  t^e  balance  to  make  up  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars,  and  no  one  was  to  know,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Head  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  and  the  parties  profiting  by  the  ar- 
rangement, what  became  of  it  I  am  no  casu- 
ist, sud  Mr.  F.,  in  these  nice  questions  of  deli- 
cacy, but,  to  me,  it  appears,  tnis  affectation  of 
fiurness,  to  cover  frond,  this  nretence  of  acting 
meoij  and  above  bourd,  wnen  such  strange 
things  are  closely  k^t  in  the  dark,  are  quite  as 
worthy  of  peren^ttory  refbsal,  as  the  use  of 
secret  gratuities,  aye,  and  qidte  as  offensive  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Before  taking  his  seat,  he  asked  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  mode  a  few  com- 
ments on  this  list  of  worthies,  and  the  prices  to 
be  paid  to  each.  At  the  head  of  the  list  stands 
Mr.  Kidge,  with  the  sum  of  $16,000  opposite 
to  his  elevated  name.  This  man  is  no  Creek, 
but  a  Cherokee,  educated  among  the  whites, 
allied  to  them  by  marriage — ^has  received  les- 
sons in  Christianity,  morality,  and  sentiment — 
perfectly  dvilized,  according  to  the  rules  and 
customs  of  ComwidL  This  negotiotion,  of 
which  he  has  been,  either  as  aotor  or  iostm- 
mcnt,  the  principal  manager,  is  on  admirable 
proof  of  the  benefits  he  has  derived  from  his 
residence  among  a  moral  and  religious  people. 
Yann,  anotjiier  Cherokee,  half  savage  and  half 
civilized,  succeeds  him  with  $15,000  bounty. 
A  few  inches  below  comes  another  Ridge,  the 
Major,  father  to  the  Secretary — a  gallant  old 
fellow,  who  did  some  service  against  the  hos- 
tile Creeks,  during  the  late  war,  for  which  he 
deserved  and  received  acknowledgments — but 
what  claims  he  had  to  this  Creek  money,  Mr. 
F.  could  not  comprehend.  Probably  his  name 
was  used  merely  to  cover  another  gratuity  for 
the  son,  whose  modesty  would  not  permit  him 


to  take  more  than  $15,000  in  his  own  name. 
These  Cherokees  were  Uwether  to  receive 
$40,000  of  Creek  money,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  of  opinion  it  is  quite  oonusteak  with  the 
contract,  which  j^rondes  fbr  the  ^stribation  tt 
it  among  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creeks. 

Hr.  F.  said  be  bad,  on  a  iarmer  day,  dioira 
what  influence  had  been  exerted  by  the  Gbenn 
kees  in  the  Creek  nation ;  their  loacdeat  inter- 
ference between  the  United  States  and  the 
neighboring  Indians,  which  led  to  the  defeat  <k 
the  projected  contract  at  Broken  Arrow,  and  to 
the  de^  of  Mcintosh.  To  this  intMmeddling 
spirit  of  the  Cherokees  might  be  traced  the 
selectitHi  of  the  Cherokee  secretaries.  It  waa 
not  to  have  been  anticipated  that  the  real  and 
selfish  motive  of  this  intermeddling  would  be 
so  soon  and  so  palpably  «establi£ed.  This 
Cherokee  influence  in  the  Oeek  nation,  is  so 
strong,  that  Uie  paymeot  of  thur  $40,000  will 
be  made,  unless  Congress  act  detnuvdy  to  pn- 
vent  it.  Look,  ext,  at  Uie  distinotiou  made  fur 
these  exquisites,  Yopothle  Yobolo,  whose 
word  General  Gaines  would  toke  against  the 
congregated  world,  is  set  down  for  but  $10,000. 
The  little  Prince  but  $10,000.  Even  Kens- 
wee,  distinguished  as  he  is  as  the  leadia-  of  the 
party  who  murdered  Mcintosh  and  Etome  Tos- 
tunnuggee — as  one  of  the  accursed  b&ud  who 
butchered  800 men,  women,  and  childr^,  at  Fort 
Uim^has  but  $10,000.  A  distinguished  Bed 
Stick,  in  these  days,  when  kindness  to  iDdians 
is  shown  in  proportion  to  their  opposition  to 
the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  might 
have  expected  bettv  treatment— only  tea  thon- 
sand  dollars  to  oar  enemy  in  war  and  inpeacel 

Hi,  Dwi«ht  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  f ., 
that  the  House  was  now  substantially  debating 
whether  it  would  carry  into  effect  a  trea^, 
constitutionally  made  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  whether  it  would  or  would 
not  invade  the  limits  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  The  Senate  had  made  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  as  at  first  proposed,  which  required 
that  the  money  paid  under  the  treaty  to  the 
Creek  Delegation,  in  this  city,  should  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  nation  as  annuities  are  dis- 
tributed; but  the  treaty  said  that  the  money 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  and 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  say  tliat  the  mone/ 
should  pe  pud,  per  capita,  to  all  the  merabera 
of  the  nation,  m  the  manner  that  annuities  are 
paid  to  them.  The  House  knew  very  wdl 
that  they  could  not  violiU»  the  treaty.  Itms, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  House,  that  the 
money  should  be  paid  in  full  couuul,  to  the 
members  of  the  Creek  nation,  not  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  annuities,  but  on  that  of  the  treaty. 
The  treaty  could  not  be  altered  by  Congress ; 
and  the  act  to  carry  it  into  effect  must  conform 
to  its  proviMons;  but,  instead  of  paying  the 
money  nere,  where  its  operation  would  be  to 
corrupt  the  delegation,  and  to  defiraud  tlie  body 
of  the  nation,  it  was  proposed  that  it  shooM 
be  paid  in  the  midst  <^  the  nation,  after  due 
notice  s^ven,  tbat  tlwy  mi^t  conveae  to  n- 
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oetve  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Oeor- 
pa  thinks  that  the  amendment  will  not  effect 
this  olfject.  I  am  of  a  different  opinion ;  bat 
we  agree  perfectly  as  to  the  JoBtloe  of  securing 
the  pajment  of  tixe  money  to  those  for  whom 
it  is  intended.  The  gentleman  enpposes  that 
the  Senate  will  adhere  to  ita  amendment,  but 
they  ^>pointed  a  Oommittee  of  Oonferenoe; 
and  when  that  committee  got  the  nltimatnm 
of  the  House,  they  reported  it  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  Senate,  by  a  lai^  minority,  agreed  to 
aeowt  it.  If  we  shall  now  r^ect  the  report, 
we  wall  r^ect  the  propontlon  of  onr  own  con- 
ferees, to  which  the  Senate  have  acceded. 

There  maj  have  been,  as  the  gentleman  be- 
lieTfis,  a  Btupendons  fraud  contemplated.  I 
am  not  in  full  possesrion  of  the  fiMts  ot  tbe 
ease.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  to  me  bo 
very  sarprising,  tttat  two  Indians,  not  them- 
lelves  members  of  the  Greek,  bnt  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  should  demand  to  be  paid  for  per- 
jorming  the  duties  of  diplomacy  for  the  Oreeks. 
They  are  educated  men,  competent  to  perform 
those  duties,  and  they  have  performed  them. 
Hare  they  not  a  riglit  to  ask  compensation  t 
What  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evidence 
of  this  stnpendons  fraud?  I  do  confess,  that 
00  some  other  pcnnts  connected  wlUi  this  affair, 
my  nund  misgives  me ;  but^  as  to  these  Ohero* 
kee  ^nts,  did  not  onr  own  diplomatic  agents 
receive  $18,000  for  their  services,  on  a  wamon 
to  make  a  treaty  ?  and  have  these  i^ents  of  the 
Creek  nation  no  right  to  stipulate  for  |16,000  ? 
When  the  Secretary  was  urged  to  give  a 
doQceur  to  Ridge  and  Vann,  ne  rejected  the 
sQf^gestion,  as  proposing  a  dishonorable  course; 
and,  afterwards,  when  the  chiefs  had  been  as- 
wnUed  at  his  reqnest,  he  made  a  speech  to 
them,  dissuading  them  from  their  intended  dis- 
position of  the  money.   There  are  no  circum- 
stances of  ocmceafanent  in  the  case.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  seems  to  suppose  that  there  was 
a  disoDTUT ;  that  the  Senate,  by  accident,  dis- 
Mvered  the  true  state  of  the  matter ;  bnt  the 
Howe  has  heard  that  the  Secretary,  so  far  from 
baving  any  plan  or  puipose  of  any  clande^ne 
•rrangement,  disclosed  the  whole  of  the  facts 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  this  before  the  ratafica- 
tion  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate. 

When  the  Indians  applied  .to  htm  to  make 
the  division  of  the  money  among  them,  accord- 
ing to  a  schedule  fami^ed,  he  told  them  ex- 
presdy  he  had  no  power  to  do  any  such  thing, 
and  referred  them  to  the  third  article  of  the 
tKsty,  in  support  of  the  dedaration.  Here 
VIS  nothing  tnit  the  moat  open  and  npright 
ooodoct 

^  the  House  shall  refiue  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference,  the  appropriation 
|Dutj  of  course,  ftU,  and  the  treaty  with  it; 
i»>t,  if  the  House  shall  assent  to  it,  as  the  Sen- 
has  already  done^  the  money  will  be  sent, 
Md  the  treaQr  will  be  carried  into  effect. 
J^f-  WioKum  agreed  In  the  opinion,  that 
"•McretvyefWarwn  not  dtavseable  with 
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any  improper  conduct  in  the  conducting  of  this 
affur ;  but  stated  facts  which  went  to  show 
that  there  had  been  concealment  and  unfair 
dealing  on  the  part  of  Bidge  and  Vann,  as  the 
proposal  made  by  t^em  for  a  diviiuon  of  the 
money,  according  to  a  certmn  list  submitted 
by  them  to  the  ^cretary,  was  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  Opothle  Toholo,  the  principal  Creek 
chief,  when  he  was  told  of  it ;  and  he  declared 
that  it  had  been  done  without  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  GocEs  (chfurman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs)  cmfirmed  the  statement  madfl 
by  Mr.  Owianr,  and  stated  the  ctroumstaneea 
of  the  interview  he  had  with  the  Secretary  be- 
fore the  oonflnnation  ct  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  in  which  interview  the  Secretai^  had 
ftdly  informed  him  of  llie  facts  now  referred  to. 

Mr.  Buboes  went  into  a  vindication  of  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  several 
stages  of  the  treaty  negotiation ;  and  denied 
all  purpose  of  concealment  or  indiiection. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  said,  that,  were  it  even  bin 
inclination,  the  state  of  his  health  would  noi 
permit  him,  at  this  time,  to  address  the  House 
otherwise  than  with  extreme  brevity ;  and  he 
should  be  believed,  when  he  sud,  tliat  a  strong 
sense  of  duty  only  conld  urge  him  to  ridng  on 
this  occasion. 

For  more  than  a  year  past,  sidd  he,  avidenft 
and  unceasing  torrent  oi  abuse  has  been  pour* 
ed  on  tlie  State  I  represent — on  Qeorgta — ot 
which  I  am  proud  to  be,  and  to  prononnoe 
myself^  a  citizen  and  a  native ;  whilst  develop- 
ments are  this  day  made,  secrets  are  now  trans- 
piring, which  must  arrest  the  course  of  calumny 
and  confound  the  calumniators. 

What  has  been  the  chaige  against  Georgia! 
That  she  has  vehemenUy  claimed  the  benefit  of 
a  treaty  alle^  to  be  vitally  tainted  by  fraud 
and  oorruntton  in  the  n^otiators.  Whence 
has  this  charge  originated,  or  whence  derived 
that  weight  and  sanction  which  have  afforded 
it  a  general  currency,  and  enlisted  the  feelings 
and  the  interests  of  so  many  in  supporting  it 
calumi^,  and  enfordng  it  by  invective  f  From 
the  Executive  Government  <»  the  United  States. 
From  this  Govwnment,  I  si^,  which,  on  the 
ground  of  this  diai^  has  even  proceeded  to 
the  alarming  extreme  of  procuring  the  annul- 
ment of  a  treaty  which  had  been  solemnly  rati- 
tied.  And  what  is  the  important  secret  so  long 
held  from  light,  and  now  providentially  re- 
vealed to-day!  Why,  that  this  Executive 
Government,  negotiating,  not  by  intermediate 
agents,  but  in  its  proper  m^esty,  and  here,  in 
its  own  capital,  has  concluded  a  new  and 
superseding  treaty;  has  recommended,  has 
strongly  urged,  has  procured  its  ratification, 
knowing,  and  nmpresnng  that  knowledge  from 
the  world,  and  from  the  ratifying  Wy,  that 
the  Indian  negotiators  in  this  treaty,  abomina- 
bly corrupt,  atrociously  perfidious,  to  sate  their 
own  abandoned  lust  of  gain,  were  selling  the 
people  whom  they  represented,  and  that  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was  to  pro- 
ceed the  reward  of  perfi^yi  the  gratificatitm  of 
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corroption.  So  utter  were  the  perfidy  and  oor- 
rnption  of  the  In^an  n^otiiU<»«,  that  th^ 
could  no  longer  1>e  oonridered  as  rq>resentiiu; 
tlie  pM^e  by  whom  they  had  been  delegat^ 
and  who  were  a  thousand  miles  distant  from 
the  scene  of  ne^tiation.  Of  $217,000,  the 
price  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  Cre^  in 
this  treaty,  these  men  had  determined  to  ap- 
proprig^  to  tiiemselves  $160,000,  leaving  to 
the  mass  of  the  Oeelc  people  only  $68,000. 

But,  to  prove  that  no  suppression  or  conceal- 
ment has  been  deigned,  the  chairman  of  tiie 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  having  been  called 
on,  has  just  detailed  to  us  a  conversation  which 
the  Secretary  of  War  held  with  him  in  relation 
to  these  transactions,  voluntarily  and  before 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Ah  1  but  the  aU- 
material,  the  only  m^ri^  oircnmstance,  that 
whidi  constitutes  the  eMence  ot  the  ehaige 
now  nrged,  was  withheld  by  the  Secrets^ 
from  the  bon<mbIe  churman  in  this  same  con- 
Tersation.  Not  a  aoggestion  was  made  to  the 
honorable  chairman,  ^  the  Secretary,  of  the 
profligate  purpose  of  the  Indian  negotiators  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  almost  the  entire 
price  of  the  territory  ceded  hj  the  people  whom 
they  represented.  Not  a  hint  was  intimated 
of  the  black  list  of  corruption  this  morning 
exhibited  to  our  eyes.  Nay,  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  chairman  does  most  stronglysnp- 
port  the  charge  of  designed  suppression.  When 
the  Secretary  en^ed  himself  in  conversation 
on  these  transactions,  with  a  gentleman  who  is 
in  some  sort  the  offi^  organ  oi  this  Honse  on 
Indian  Affidrs ;  when  he  wea  uttered  ewbdn 
complaints  agdnit  the  Inffian  n^otiatora,  mast 
not  the  intended  embezdonent  ^  these  oMefe ; 
the  most  important  drcumstanoe  in  the  trans- 
actions; the  all-absorbing  complaint  against 
the  chiefs,  have  presented  Itaelf  of  necessity  to 
his  mind ;  ay,  must  it  not  have  preraed  con- 
Bpicuously  to  his  view,  and  even  attended  with 
some  anxious  feelings?  IIow  is  it  possible, 
then,  that  he  should  have  avoided  liie  mention 
of  it,  but  in  conseauence  of  a  predetermination ! 
"Well,  indeed,  mignt  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  declare  that,  in  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary,  he  perceived  nanght 
to  excite  his  suspicions — since,  in  that  com- 
munication, what  was  innocent  only  was  dis- 
(dosed ;  and  what  was  criminal  was  precisely 
ibat  which  was  retidned.  As  to  tibe  miserable 
Indian  cbiefs,  they  im|mdently  attempted  to 
make  onr  Government  direct  co-actors  with 
them  in  the  villany  they  were  perpetrating,  by 
procuring  a  distribution  to  be  mi^e  of  the  in- 
iquitous plunder  in  the  very  office  of  the  War 
Department,  by  its  officers,  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  stamp  and  seal.  Thus  were  the  In- 
dian people  at  home  to  be  abused  with  the 
notion  that  this  division  of  the  price  of  their 
territory  was  directed  by  the  Qovemment 
here,  and  thus  were  they  to  be  overawed  into 
an  unquestioning  snbmission  to  it.  Gould 
there  be  evidenc^  more  deliberate  and  wicked 
contrivfliuAeoffraadt  iVaudfdldlsqr?  Base 
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and  dete^ble  treacheiy  I  Is  thia  in  the  nature 
of  a  fraud  committed  on  indifferent  or  hostile 
persons?  No,  but  agents,  chaiged  with  Hie 
confidence  and  entrusted  with  the  a^n  oi  a 
people  a  thousand  miles  distant,  violate  that 
confidence  and  betray  that  trust,  and,  proceed- 
ing to  the  extreme  of  human  baseness,  sell  Ibr 
individual  gain — ^for  a  price  paid  to  themselvea 
— ^that  people  to  whom  their  oblif^itai  was  of 
so  high  and  sacred  a  character.  What  height- 
ens the  strangeness  and  a^ravates  the  infamy 
of  this  extraoi^inary  transaction  is,  that  Lidiaus, 
who  are  not  even  of  the  Creek  people,  men  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe,  are  to  participate  in  tfaia 
corrupt  division  of  ^e  price  ot  temtorj  ceded 
by  the  Creeks. 

Such,  then,  being  the  treachery  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  Indian  agents,  who  n»otiated  tms 
treaty,  and  such  the  connivance  of  tibe  Execu- 
tive Government  here  at  this  treachery  and 
corruption,  such  its  suppresrion  of  facta,  whidi 
disclosed,  would  have  snocked  the  moral  soise 
of  all;  would  have  blasted  the  credit  of  Uie 
superseding  treaty,  with  the  members  of  that 
b<My  by  which  it  was  to  be  approved  or  con- 
demned— what  is  the  idea  that  presente  itself 
simultaneously  to  all  ?  Those  with  whom  ori- 
ginated all  the  abnse  and  calumny  Mi^nsk 
Georgia,  the  administrators  of  the  Federu  Gov* 
emment,  are  about  to  suffer  the  recoil  of  Uieir 
own  unworthy  inventions.  A  day  of  retribu- 
tion, of  dreadful  retribution,  is  come.  Even- 
handed  Justice  returns  the  poisoned  chalice  to 
th^r  lips,  who  mingled  venom  in  the  dranghk 
And  what,  indeed,  is  the  extraordinary  qwetade 
which  now  offers  itself  9  In  the  ezerdse  <tf 
some  strange  and  anomalous  power,  unknown 
to  the  constitntion,  an  entire  treaty,  under  the 
pretence  of  fraud,  has  been  utterly  abrogated, 
and  behold,  the  self-same  Government  by 
which  this  daring  act  has  been  done,  are  affect- 
ing the  utmost  scruple  and  delicacy  at  touching 
the  mere  form  of  a  single  article  iu  another 
treaty,  when  the  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  sno* 
cess  of  a  vile  and  deliberate  fraud — of  a  dam- 
nable treachery.  Have  I  been  using  any  in- 
genious sophistries  or  subtile  inferences  f  No : 
all  that  I  have  sud  is  manifest  as  day.  Can  any 
one  deny  it?  Will  any  one  deny  it?  Does 
any  one  deny  it  t — ^My  strength  fails  me. 

Mr.  Tatnall  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  at 
large  into  this  discussion,  as  the  appro^matimk 
of  the  close  of  the  ses^n  would  seem  to  pre- 
clude this;  nor,  however  eteoDg  his  feelings 
were,  (and  they  were  strong,)  did  he  rise  to 
give  vent  to  them.  In  fact,  his  colleague,  who 
had  first  risen,  had  relieved  him  from  the  ne* 
ccssity  of  the  one,  and  his  friend  who  had  suo* 
oeeded  him,  had,  in  the  burst  of  his  indignation 
as  a  Georgian,  rendered  unnecessary  the  other, 
lie  rose  simply  to  expliun  why  he  should  vote 
differently  fh>m  his  colleague  first  alluded  to. 

He  was  as  confident  as  his  colleagues  could 
be,  that  the  foulest  fraud  had  been  projected 
by  some  of  the  Individuals  calling  themselTes  a 
^ot  of  tin  Greek  Delegatiott,  and  that  it  waa 
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bwirn  to  the  Department  of  War  before  the 
ntification  of  the  treaty,  and  was  not  com- 
nnnicated  by  that  Depu>tmeQt  to  the  Senate, 
«ther  before  or  during  the  pendencr  of  the 
con»deration  of  the  treaty  by  that  body.  Hr. 
T.  said  he  would  not,  however,  for  the  reasons 
Ja.<a  mentioned,  dwelt  on  this  ground,  bat  would 
proceed  to  state,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Oommittee  of  Con- 
ference,  (and  therein  he  differed  from  his  col- 
league.) which,  whilst  it  would  effectually  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  the  flraud  intended, 
would,  also,  avoid  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  new  treaty,"  as  it  was  styled.  He,  indeed, 
denied  that  this  was  a  treaty,  and  the  law  ox 
the  land,  so  for,  at  least,  as  it  conflicted  with 
the  provisions      the  first,  or  "  old  treaty." 
Bat,  ^r,  said  he,  the  appropriation  bill,  an 
amendment  to  which  is  now  the  snbject  of  con- 
nderation,  has  for  its  object  the  execution  of 
this  new  treaty ;  and,  if  it  i>e  not  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  for  Qo  Intimate  purpose  at  all. 
This  House  has  regu*^  this  substitnte  for  the 
Mcintosh  treaty  as  a  treaty,  and  it  cannot, 
thwefore,  with  propriety,  or  consistency,  dis- 
regard its  provisions.   I  united  with  my  col- 
league in  voting  against  tliia  entire  appropria- 
tion lull,  and  I  would  again  do  so,  if  necessary. 
I  denied  that  to  be  a  treaty,  whitui  must  be  so 
regarded,  if  the  appropriation  conttdoed  in  the 
lui  were  necessary  and  nroper.  Bn^  sir,  when 
the  qnestion  ie^  not  wnetner  the  instrument 
called  a  treaty  is  a  treaty,  but  whether  we  are 
dlqtosed  to  amend  a  bill  previously  determined 
upon,  to  carry  into  effect  that  treaty,  it  is  al- 
tt^ether  a  different  thing.  At  this  stage  of 
the  matter,  the  fact  is,  on  all  sides,  conceded, 
that  this  thing  which  is  called  a  treaty,  Is  a 
trea^,  and  that  scxne  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  ezeonte  it,  is  inevitable.   This  being 
the  case,  no  amendment  of  that  bill  can  be 
Bade  which  has  a  tendency  to  a  disregard  of  the 
terms  of  such  treaty.  Our  object  Is  to  prevent 
the  daring  frand  which  is  meditated;  but  I 
contend  ^at,  in  looking  to  that  object,  we 
mostbeaoTaned  byttie  terms  of  the  treaty 
rader  which,  and  to  ezeonte  which,  thb  blU 
has  been  framed.  We  have  no  right  to  alter 
these  terms.   I  deny  that  the  Government  had 
a  right  to  set  aside  the  first  treaty.  This  my 
M^Magne  also  denies;  and  how  he  can  deny 
tills,  and  yet  muntain  that  the  present  treaty 
nright  be  altered  by  Congress,  I  cannot  undcr- 
■tuid.  It  is  not  that  I  do  -not  go  as  far  as  my 
eoUeagne.  I  go  fiirther.   I  say  that  this  Qov- 
tnunent  not  only  has  no  right  to  alter  or  do 
^^oy  with  a  whole  treaty,  but  I  also  say  it  has 
Mt  a  right  to  alter  or  expunge  a  single  word — 
a  MDgle  letter.   I  do  not  mean  to  charge  my 
o^l^ne  with  inconsistency.   I  was  not  aware 
nhis  intention  to  introduce  his  motion,  or  of 
bis  objection  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
OoDference,  until  after  he  had  risen  to  address 
'  a>e  Ohur.  I  have  had  no  opportonity  of  faear- 
bis  explanations.  Bnt,  it  does  seem  to  me, 
V,  ibiX,  &  this  anonudooB  instmmeat  Is  to  be 
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regarded  as  a  treaty,  It  cannot  be  altered,  ex- 
cept by  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  not 
even  then,  if  it  conflicts  with  the  rights  vested 
by  it  in  a  third  party.  For  my  own  part,  sir;  • 
I  consider  Georgia  as  having  acquired  vested 
rights  under  the  first  treaty — rights  which  the 
General  Government  constitutionally  could  not, 
and,  standing  as  things  now  do,  will  not,  dare 
to  touch,  or  attempt  to  destroy.  If,  tiowover, 
the  strong  arm  of  power  shall  be  raised  against 
the  rights  of  my  native  State— if  force  sliall  be 
resorted  to  to  prevent  tlie  execution  of  the  old 
treaty — I,  for  one,  shall  be  ready  (and  I  shall 
not  be  the  only  Georgian  who  will  be  ready  to 
move  in  so  buy  a  cause)  to  shoulder  my  mus- 
ket to  defend,  at  every  hazard,  these  rights,  and 
to  Miforee  this  trea^.  However,  sir,  I  will 
say  nothing  more  on  this  point.  When  the 
time  shall  arrive— if  ever  that  dark  boor  shall 
arrive — I  trust  in  God  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
act  as  every  Georgian  should  act. 

I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  (Tommittee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  (5oox,  in  a  brief  speech,  vindicated  the 
moral  character  of  the  Secretary,  and  denied 
that  the  facts  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  (Georgia  were  known  and  concealed  by 
him. 

Mr.  Tattkau  requested  Mr.  Cook  to  yield 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  and  stated,  that  the  list 
which  he  hdd  in  his  band,  was,  itselfl  con- 
clusive evidence  of  a  cormpt  intention  to  divide 
the  gres^  p«t  of  the  money  among  the  few 
persons  named  in  it.  In  this  list,  different 
sums  were  written  opposite  the  names  of  differ- 
ent indlvidnids,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  fol- 
lowing: "John  Ridge,  $16,000— Joseph  Vann, 
$16,000,"  (both  CherokecB,  and  not  Greeks, 
and,  therefore,  not  entitled  to  one  cent.)  The 
next,  a  long  and  barbarous  Indian  name,  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  pronounce,  "$10,000^'— 
next,  "John  Stedham,  $10,000,"  &c.  This 
list,  as  it  appears  in  the  documents  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  presented  to 
the  War  Department  by  Binge  and  Yann. 

Ur.  Cook  resumed.  The  Secretary  hod  been 
told  that  land  was  wanted  for  Bidge  and  Vann, 
but  had  replied  that  be  could  not  consent  to 
allow  any.  Money,  Indeed,  had  been  given 
them,  as  had  l)een  customary  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government — yet,  this  was  not  th« 
act  of  the  Secretary ;  he  told  the  Creek  am- 
bassadors that  snch  a  sum  would  be  granted 
them,  and  that  they  might  pay  it  to  Kioge  and 
Vann,  if  they  thought  proper;  but  no  such 
arrangement  should  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
treaty.  As  to  the  list  or  schedule,  according 
to  which  the  money  was  to  be  divided,  it  was 
not  presented  at  the  War  Department  till  the 
treaty  had  gone  to  the  Senate.  [Hr.  Tattnau. 
here  referred  to  documents,  and  Mr.  C.  ac- 
knowledged that,  in  this  particular,  he  had 
been  under  a  mistake.]   But,  though  the  pro- 

Esition  for  a  corrupt  partition  of  the  money 
d  been  made,  it  had  not  been  assented  to ; 
and  this,  therefore,  fixed  no  immoral  charge  on 
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the  Secretorx  or  the  Administration.  The  treaty 
does  Btipalate  that  the  money  mentioned  shall  be 
paid  "  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors" — whether  we 
can  alter  that  arrangement  in  this  House  is  a 
rery  aerioas  question.  Bat,  however  this  ques- 
tion might  ae  settled,  it  was  doing  great  in- 
justice to  the  country  and  its  Government,  to 
Bay,  without  better  proof,  that  the  Department 
had  connived  at  a  foul  fraud. 

Mr.  Meroec,  having  before  songht  in  vain 
to  obbun  tlie  floor,  next  addressed  the  House. 
If,  03  a  great  poet  had  proclaimed,  "an  honest 
man's  the  noblest  work  of  God,"  then,  sud  Ur. 
IL,  is  James  Borbonr  enUtled  to  that  high  eulogy. 
No  man  on  earth  would  more  proudly  scorn 
to  commit,  or  to  conceal  a  fraud,  thaa  the 
proent  Secretary  of  War.  He  had  witaessed 
nis  conduct,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  public 
and  private — ^in  peace  and  in  war — in  the 
tented  field,  beneath  sultry  skies — in  the  dead 
of  Winter,  amidst  fhuts  and  snows — as  Gov- 
ernor, legislator,  aoldier,  and  citizen,  of  Vir- 
einia.  A  purer  or  more  patriotic  heart  than 
his  beats  not  in  the  breast  of  man.  It  is  no 
light  matter,  said  Ur.  M.,  in  a  desultory  debate, 
at  the  very  close  of  a  long  protracted  session 
of  Congress,  to  insinuate  that  snch  a  man  has 
concealed,  or  connived  at  the  commission  of.  a 
"  stopendous  fraud."  Hr.  H.  denied  that  tlie 
House  is  bound  to  carry  a  treaty  into  eSect, 
which  had  been  n^otiated  or  ctmsnrnmated  by 
ttwxi.  Prove  this  of  the  present  treaty,  and 
he  would  regard  it  with  as  little  respect  as  the 
blank  sheet  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  [tearing  it 
and  casting  it  on  the  floor.]  Such  a  treaty,  cou- 
aidered  as  a  private  oontroct,  would  be,  in  law, 
not  merely  voidable,  bat  void.  Void,  ab  initio. 
So  should  he  regard  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  if  made  with  incompetent  persona, 
whether  fraudulently  or  not  Had  it  been 
Bubmitted  to  this  House  for  an  oppropriation, 
with  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  Indian  ne- 

Sotiators  were  destitute  of  authority  to  make 
i,  he  would  not  have  voted  a  cent  to  g^ve  to  it 
effect. 

Bo  wonid  he  decide  in  relation  to  this  trea^. 
If  it  were  or  coold  be  proved,  that  fraudulent 
means  had  been  employed  for  its  ratification. 
But  where  U  the  evidence  of  such  fraud  f 
Does  any  concealment  mark  this  transaction  t 
The  fact  supposed  to  warrant  the  insinuation 
which  has  been  made  la  atamped  on  the  very 
£ace  of  the  treaty.  What  says  its  third  article  f 

"  Inmiedlately  lAer  the  mtiflcatlon  of  this  treaty, 
the  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  ehieft  of  the 
iaid  nation  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  said  nation." 

Shall  be  immediatdy  paid  to  whom!  The 
ohie&  assembled  here,  asserted  that  th^  had 
authority  to  receive  the  stipnlated  consideration, 
la  that  authority  doubted  or  denied?  It  rests, 
as  they  truly  say,  on  the  some  evidence  with 
tiieir  unqnestioned  power  to  treat  at  all.  Their 
witegvmt  agreemoit,  among  themseires,  rela- 
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tive  to  the  distribation  of  a  part  of  the  consid- 
eration, constitutes  no  link  of  the  preoediiw 
negotiatiOD,  no  feature  of  the  treaty  itselC  It 
is  their  separate  and  independent  act,  for  wludi 
they  are  responsible,  not  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  or  to  ns,  hut  to  those  for  whom  tbey 
were  deputed  to  treat.  Is  the  Secretory  of  War 
bound— rhas  he  the  power,  to  follow  these 
chiefs  to  their  native  wilds.  In  order  to  execute 
their  laws,  to  enforce  among  themselves  their 
own  customs,  to  control  them  in  the  final  dis- 
tribution of  the  money,  with  which  they  ne 
entrusted  by  their  nation? 

If  this  ^aty  be  volldf  the  ^qmnwiation 
which  we  make  ahoold  confiHm  to  its  pro* 
vidona.  Kfrandnlmt  and  Tcidf  no  uppmpik' 
tion  whatever  should  be  made. 

Had  the  treaty  been  tilent  as  to  tbe  part  of 
the  condderation  which  the  chiefs  proposed  to 
distribute,  before  their  departure;  had  this 
sum  been  secretly  promised;  had  it  been  pro- 
posed secretly  to  pay  it,  so  as  to  screen  the 
receivers  ft«m  all  r^ponsibllity  to  the  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation ;  tiiere  would, 
indeed,  be  some  ground  for  the  imptitation  of 
fi^nd.  On  this  subject,  although  negative  proof 
cannot  be  reauired,  we  ore  happily  fnmtshed 
with  the  hienest  exculpatory  testimcHiy.  A 
Senator  from  Missouri,  of  distingoished  abilities, 
entitled.  It  need  scarcely  be  added,  to  the  high- 
est credit — a  gentleman  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  progress  of  the  entire  n^otiation,  had 
voluntarily  communicated  to  Ifr.  II. — [here 
some  gentleman  exclaimed  aloud,  that  tfr. 
Bentos  had  so  informed  the  Senate.]  Mr.  V. 
proceeded.  He  had  no  right,  he  said,  to  advert 
to  what  the  honorable  Senator  had  said  in  his 
place,  to  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
but  he  had  a  right  to  refer,  for  purposes  of 
public  justice,  to  his  personal  assurance  to  him- 
self, that,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
this  treaty  had  been  conducted  on  the  foirwt 
and  most  honorable  principles.  It  would,  in- 
deed, furnish  matter  of  surprise,  if,  while  rumor 
had  denied  to  the  Secretary  any  share  of  credit 
for  tiie  result  of  this  n^otiotion,  the  fnaai  to 
which  it  eeema  now  to  be  ascribed,  should  be 
imputed  to  him.  If  the  merit  of  suooeas  be 
awarded  to  other  gentiemen,  he  should  at  least 
be  acquitted  of  blame. 

[The  Speaker  here  qnesticmed  whether  Ifr. 
M.  was  in  order.] 

He  was  misunderstood,  Ifr.  M.  replied,  ly 
the  Chair.  He  made  no  charge  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. He  had  risen  to  acquit,  to  rindioatc, 
not  to  condemn. 

[The  Speaker  said  no  chai^  had  been  made 
on  the  Secretary  of  War.] 

It  is  true,  Mr.  M.  proceeded,  and  I  do  not 
aver  that  such  a  charge  has  been  formally  mad& 
But  the  view  which  had  been  presented  of  tins 
whole  subject,  rendered  snch  an  inference  nat- 
ural, if  not  unavoidable ;  and  he  meant,  Ur.  H. 
said,  to  include  its  posrihllitj. 

The  report  of  the  o/fRcer  of  Indian  affWrs  db- 
chnes  the  paternal  kindness  of  the  Secretaiy, 

Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OP  CONGKESa 


26S 


Mat,  1S8&] 

Id  adriritig  the  ehiefe  who  negotiated  the  treaty, 
to  defer  the  distribation  of  an;^  part  of  the 
coQsideratioQ  to  be  ruud  them,  until  their  re- 
tnrn  to  the  bosom  of  Uieir  nation.  The  Ian- 
page  of  this  ftieodlf  and  considerate  caution 
has  been  tortured  into  proof  of  an  intended 
ihiod,  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs ;  and  of  a  con- 
nivance at  its  perpetration,  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  A  fraud  to  be  perpetrated 
by  itum  very  chiefs  who,  it  may  be  presmned, 
uA  it  is  said,  govern  the  eonnou  of  their  tribe 
It  home ;  and  which  the  treaty  that  they  are 
to  bear  to  ibaA  ooondl  iroald  msfdose  upon  its 
Twy  features. 

Whatever  nu^  be  the  Intention  of  these  ehiefe, 
iM  Ifr.  H.,  do  but  demonstrate  thb  treaty  to 
be  frandnlent,  and  I  am  ready  to  pimoonoe  it 
Toid. 

He  would  eon^der  the  evils  of  that  civil  war, 
of  which  a  gentleman  from  G^i^a  has  spoken, 
IS  for  preferable  to  the  open  sanction  of  an 
fctrociooB  frand,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Btsies.  Time  has  often  healed  the  wounds 
inflicted  by  war  npon  the  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
ple; but  national  morality,  tiio  source  of  all 
national  h^piness,  when  once  utterly  lost,  has 
nraly,  if  ever,  been  restored.  He  had  not, 
however,  risen,  Ur.  M.  said,  to  disouss  the 
merits  of  the  late  Oreek  treaties,  bnt  to  vtndi- 
eate  a  friend  from  reproach ;  and  his  object 
was,  he  hoped,  accomplished. 

Ur.  Baktlett  said  he  could  not  perceive 
that  the  question  now  before  the  House,  which 
was  on  i^reeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference,  involved  at  all  the  question  of 
the  treaty,  or  the  character  of  any  mdividutd. 
Hie  toeaty  provides,  that  a  certain  sum  of 
money  sliall  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
«f  the  Oreek  nation.  The  Senate  adds,  as  an 
aaundment,  that  the  money  shall  be  distributed 
in  a  certain  manner ;  the  treaty  did  not  contra- 
dict such  an  Brrangement— bnt  the  Honse  disap- 
jffoved  and  disagreed  to  it.  The  Senate  insisted 
on  tbeir  amendmrat— oonftrees  were  appointed 
—and  after  some  disensslim,  the  managers  of 
ibs  owif^Fenoe  i^reed  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed 1^  the  Honse  will  effact  the  same  object 
as  that  contemplated  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  It  goes.  Indeed,  a  little  farther,  and 
insists  that  the  division  of  the  money  shall  be 
made  in  full  oouncil  of  the  nation.  But  now  it 
is  said  that  the  chiefs  design  to  appropriate  tbe 
whole  Bam  to  tbeir  own  use.  The  arrangement 
proposed  will  owtainly  prevent  the  accom- 
{diahment  of  any  such  design,  if  it  exist.  I 
Would  have  consented  to  the  amendment  of  the 
B«ute  as  snAcient— bnt  I  think  that  reported 
b]r  the  eooferees  holds  out  a  more  effectual 
•ecnrity— and  it  certainly  presents  no  question 
inTolvlng  the  integrity  or  reputation  of  any 
gentleman.  The  session  draws  rapidly  to  its 
^we,  and  we  have  on  our  table  some  forty  or 
w  bills,  in  which  sundry  individnals  have  a 
oe^  intmst.  Under  such  drcumstanoea, 
whatever  feelings  may  exist  in  the  minds  of 
*>me  gentlemai  on  tlw  sulijeot  of  this  tnatji 
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there  certainly  can  be  no  need  of  expressing 
them  any  fnrtiier  than  has  already  been  done. 

Mr.  TnoicpsoN,  of  Geoi^o,  said,  that,  how- 
ever impatient  the  House  might  be  to  take  the 
question,  he  felt  disposed  to  avail  himself  of 
tnnt  opportonity  to  submit  a  few  brief  remarks 
to  the  House  on  the  subject  then  under  discus- 
sion. Mr.  T.  said,  that  the  honorable  Chturman 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  Government,  in  carrying 
the  treaty  into  effect,  ought  to  pursue,  literally, 
the  sUpolationa  of  the  treaty.  In  that  {pinion, 
Mr.  iC  entirely  ^reed  vnth  the  honorable 
ehaiTniatt,  as  well  as  with  his  fHend  from  Geor- 
^SL,  ^Colonel  Tattnall,)  btit  this  coincidence  of 
opinion,  between  the  honorable  chairman  and 
himself,  lead  to  results  directly  opposite.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  opposed  to  thef 
amendment  originally  made  to  this  bill  bv  the 
Senate,  because  that  amendment  provided  that 
the  consideration  money,  to  be  paid  under  this 
treaty,  should  be  paid  to  the  Creek  Indians^ 
according  to  the  scale  of  distribution  of  annui- 
ties, which  provision  the  honorable  gentleman 
considers  a  departure  from,  or  ta  violation  of^ 
the  third  article  of  the  trea^,  which  stipulates 
that  tiie  money  ahonld  be  paid  to  tho  ohleflL 
head-men,  and  warriors  of  the  Oredk  nation  ta 
Indians.  How,  then,  can  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman support  the  amendmrat  proposed  1^ 
the  Committee  of  Conference  ?  Does  not  thcf 
provisions  of  this  amendment  equally  violate 
the  stipulations  of  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  f  That  article  expressly  stipulated,  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  chiefe,  head- 
men, and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, a  certain  sum  of  money,  "immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty."  What  is 
the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  these  words  f 
May  not  these  chiefo  demand  immediate  pay- 
ment to  be  made  to  them  here?  Have  the 
United  States  a  right  to  withhold  payment 
now,  and  so  alter  the  treaty  that  rayment  shall 
be  made,  not  heT&  bnt  in  tiie  Creek  nation, 
and  at  a  fature  period  f  If  it  Is  competent  fbr 
the  United  States  to  defer  the  payment  to  a 
ftatore  period,  how  long  may  they  not  withhold 
it  f  If  this  Is  a  treaty,  the  delegation  may  oer- 
tainly,  according  to  its  stipulations,  demand  the 
money  immediately.  The  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  informs  me,  said  Mr.  T., 
"that  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors  of 
the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  are  not  here,  but 
In  the  Creek  nation,  and  that  parent  must, 
consequently,  be  made  to  a  council  of^  and  in, 
the  nation ;  masmnch  as  the  treaty  stipulates 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  chiefo,  head-meiL 
and  warriors  of  that  nation."  Hr.  T.  said,  if 
he  had  supposed  those  chiefo,  head-men,  and 
warriors  to  oe  here,  he  stood  corrected  by  the 
gmtieman;  bnt,  if  ^e  gentleman  conceded  to 
tiie  delation  the  power  to  conclude  this  con- 
tract or  treaty,  he  surely  would  not  deny  to 
them  the  right  to  receive  the  cousiderraon 
money.  This  right  had  been  conceded  to  them 
bf  the  Department :  fiir,  aa  the  presentation 
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by  John  Bidge  and  Joe  Vann  (Cherokees)  of 
a  list,  ezhibibng  a  scale  <tf  an  intended  distri- 
bution of  one  hondred  and  fiffy-nine  thousand 
doUara,  with  a  demand  tliat  the  sums  desig- 
nated should  be  separately  counted,  sealed  up, 
and  paid,  in  the  Department,  to  the  incUvidnals 
to  whom  those  earns  were  respectivdy  assigned, 
the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau  replied,  that 

Eayment  conld  not  be  made  there,  ont  that  fae 
ad  no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  bank 
-would,  to  oblige  them,  make  the  arrangement 
required.  AJUiongti,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  did  not 
conuder  this  a  valid  treaty,  yet  those  who 
dahned  the  possession  of  competent  power,  had 
decided  that  it  was:  and,  agreeing  with  the 
honoralde  ohdnnan,  and  hta  friend  mnu  Oeor- 
^  that  the  •UpulationB  of  a  teeaty  ou^t  to 
pe  Utendlj  fulfilled  and  complied  with,  he 
oould  not  siq>port  dther  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed;  because  each  was 
eqniUlj  a  Tiolaticn  of  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty;  but  ii^  like  the  honorable  chairman, 
be  could  TOte  for  the  amendment  reported  by 
iiiQ  committee,  and  now  under  consideration, 
he  could  mor^  readily  and  cheerfully  vote  for 
the  Spate's  first  amendment,  as  better  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  legitimate  objects  of  the 
treaty,  and  meet  the  ends  of  justice.  And 
here  he  could  not  but  express  much  surprise, 
that  gentlemen  had  been  unable  to  find,  in  the 
<»rcnmBtances  of  this  transaction,  any  evidence 
of  an  intention,  on  the  part  of  iba  delention, 
to  eanndt  a  fraud  upon  tktir  nation,  Mr.  T. 
laid  he  cherished  due  respect  for  gentlemen 
and  thdr  (pinions,  but  die  cTidenoe  of  fraud 
was  so  clear  to  him,  that  he  could  not  conceive 
how  it  could  be  doubted.  Where,  asked  Ur. 
T.,  in  the  history  of  the  r^udiated  treaty,  can 
jon  find  the  evidence  of  fraud  so  gross  as  that 
which  is  exhibited  by  the  documents  connected 
with  the  trea^  now  under  consaderation  f 
There  was  ncaie.  Mr.  T,  sud  he  conceded  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  high  character  which 
had  been  attributed  to  him,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Q[t.  ]lCEBOEE,)^hefeltnodigpofliti<Hi  to  denote 
from  his  merit— and  he  protested  against  the 
right  of  any  member  to  attribate  to  bun  an  un- 
friendly dispo^timi  towards  the  faonorahle 
SecretaiT ;  Irat  he  must  state  the  facts  of  the 
transaction,  and  facts  were  stubborn  things. 
Before  the  treaty  was  ratified,  a  list  had  been 
e^ibited  by  John  Bidge  and  Joe  Vann,  to  the 
head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  lowing  the  In- 
tended distribntion  of  the  money  to  be  paid 
nnder  the  treaty ;  and,  from  .that  Ust,  it  appear- 
ed that  $16,000  was  to  be  pud  to  John  Bidge, 
another  $16,000  to  Joe  Vaun,  and  $10,000  to 
old  U^or  Ridge,  another  Cherokee.  The  head 
of  tiie  Indian  Bureau  was  apprised  of  the  in- 
tended fraud,  and  the  only  notice  which  he 
deigned  to  take  of  the  corrupt  intention  was,  a 
wmple  declaration  that  it  was  no  ofiiair  of  the 
Oovemment  Bidge  and  Yann  had,  however, 
been  asked,  whether  the  whole  delegation  knew 
as  wdl  as  they  (Ud,  the  mode  whwh  they  bad 
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adopted  for  the  distributoon  of  the  mooeji 
BU&efiwikly  answered,  **No:"  bntthatOpoth- 
le  Tohcdo  and  Oharlea  Oomnells  knew,  and  Hut 
was  enoiwh.   This  was  reported  by  the  head 
of  the  Inman  Bureau  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  <Ureoted  that  the  delegation  should  appear 
in  the  Dqwrtraent,  Tbej  attended.  The  Seere- 
taty  represented  to  them  the  danger  that  might 
arise  from  so  partial  a  distribntion  of  their 
money ;  as  their  people  might  not  subscribe  to 
it   They  replied,  that  they  knew  what  they 
were  about.    "The  interpreter  was  then  di- 
rected to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  no 
desire  to  control  that  over  which  the  treaty 
had  fi^ven  them  the  power,  but,  as  the  p4>er 
had  been  handed  to  hun,  he  willed  to  r^d  it, 
and  know  whether  they  agreed  to  have  the 
disposition  made  of  the  money  which  was 
therein -indicated.  They  answered,  eacb,  and 
individnally,  Tes; "  repeating  that  it  was  their 
own  arrangement}  and  tiie  fears  the  Secretary 
had  ezpre»ed,  in  r^ard  to  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  course,  upon  their  people  at  home^ 
need  not  be  indulged,  for  that  they  would  see 
that  their  people  ratified  the  arrangement,  as, 
in  the  event  of  any  dissatisfaction,  they  had 
their  annuity,  and  this  very  money,  and  would 
BO  apply  it  as  to  satisfy  all.    The  Secretary  re- 
plied, "  that  he  still  had  his  fears,  but  could 
only  advise."    Thus,  said  Hr.  T.,  the  facts 
show,  that  the  Secr^aiy  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  ^tended  fraud.  Bnt  gentlemoi  see 
no  firand,  no  corrupticm  in  all  this.  Look  into 
these  documents.  Here  is  tangnble  evidence  of 
gross  corruption.  It  was  evident  that  Bidge 
and  Vann  had  attempted  a  trick  on  the  Cre^ 
Delegation.  Hr.  T.  said,  it  was  true  ^t  the 
whole  delegation  had  heard  the  paper  read,  yet 
they  did  not  understand  English,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  honorable  Secrettuy  did  not  uuuk- 
Btand  the  Creek  Indian  language.     It  was^ 
therefore,  no  very  difficult  matter  for  an  apt 
interpreter  to  deceive  both  the  Becntary  and 
the  Indiana.   One  thing,  said  Hr,  T.,  is,  how- 
ever, clear,  that  John  Bidge,  and  Joe  Vann, 
and  old  Hf^or  Bidge,  all  Cherokee  Indiana, 
were  to  receive  forty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
money  which  was,  aocordiog  to  the  atipnlations 
of  the  treaty,  to  he  paid  by  the  United  States 
to  the  chiea,  head-men,  and  warriors  of  the  ■ 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  in  consideration  of  the 
territory  ceded  hy  the  Creek  Indians  to  the 
United  States.   What  entitied  these  Cherokees 
to  this  enormous  sum  f   They  had  no  interest 
in  the  Creek  nation.   They  were  not  entitled 
to  one  foot  of  land  in  the  Creek  country,  neither 
were  they  chiefs  bead-men,  or  warriors  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians.    What  claim,  then, 
could  they  have  to  fortnr  thousand  dollars  of 
the  money  stiptdated  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors 
of  tlie  Greek  nation  of  Indians?    Ur.  T.  s^ 
it  could  not  he  concealed  that  there  was  paya- 
ble and  groBS  fraud  and  corruption  in  tals 
transactaon.  Gentlemen  say,  all  thia  was  not 
concealed.  The/  bad  heard  it  cpaiJj  tpokm 
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of.  All  be  coald  sa;^  ^  heen 
more  fortunate  than  he  liad  been.  He  certainly 
bad  never  beard  of  these  corrupt  transactions, 
or  that  sQoh  a  som  as  forty  tnousand  dollars 
vat  intended  to  be  given  to  Cherokee  Indians, 
vbo  have  no  tnter^  in  the  treaty,  nntil  this 
iafomuuifm  was  drawn  from  the  diaparUnent 
by  the  Gommittee  of  Oonferenc& 

Me.  DwioHT  inristed  that  the  miendment 
wM  in  acoMduee  with  the  treaty;  the  treaty 
tajs  the  money  shall  be  pdd  "  to  the  chiefe  and 
Tarriora."  "  The  chiefe  "  of  the  Creek  nation 
■re  not  here — they  are  in  the  Creek  nation — 
a  deleffatioD  only  ia  here,  for  diplomatic  pur- 
poses, bat  "  the  chiefs  "  are  at  nonie :  if  the 
money,  then,  should  be  paid  in  the  midst  of  a 
oonnoil  of  the  nation,  it  wonld  be  pud  ob  &a 
treaty  stipnlalea. 

Mr.  Thompsom  said,  that,  if  he  had  Bnppoeed 
that  all  Uie  chie£s  of  tlie  Creek  nation  were 
fffesnit  in  the  City  of  Washington,  be  stood 
corrected  by  the  gentleman  from  Uassacho- 
Htts;  bnL  if  ibo  del^jation  here  from  tiie 
Oredc  nation*  were  duly  anthoriied  to  make 
the  contract,  then  the  chie&,  head-men,  and 
varribra  of  the  Greek  nation,  wore  Tirtoally 
present ;  and,  even  if  the  money  must  be  pud 
to  the  ohie&  and  warriors,  it  would  be  no  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty,  shoold  piqrment  be  made 
to  their  delegation.  If  thia  delegation  had 
power  to  enter  into,  they  had  power  to  oon- 
sommate  the  contract;  that  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  oonsideration  money  was  indis- 
pensable to  the  consamraation  of  the  contract ; 
that,  as  the  treaty  stipalates  that  the  money 
•hoald  be  paid  to  the  chte&,  head-men,  and 
varriors  of  the  Creek  nation,  immediately  on 
the  rati6eation  of  the  treaty,  it  would  be  a  via- 
latkm  of  its  ezpreas  stipulations,  should  pay- 
ment  be  withheld  until  a  fatnre  period ;  for, 
If  it  can  be  wiUiheld  one  day,  it  may  be  with- 
held mdeaoHely. 

Ut.  HomcAH  said  he  was  anxious  to  see 
ttiis  matter  ended.  For  himself,  he  should 
prebr  the  amendment  of  the  Senate ;  but  he 
believed  there  was  not  now  sufficient  time  to 
•ttun  it — and,  being  of  opinion,  that  the  pres- 
ent pn^Kieition  woud  be  so  oarried  into  effect 
as  to  prevent  the  Croud  oontonplated,  he  would 
ooDsent  to  vote  for  it. 

Kr.  WuxLucfl  now  moved  the  previoos  qnea- 
tioa,  but  withdrew  the  motion  under  an  a»- 


pi.or  B. 

Boranoe  that  the  debate  would  not  be  further 
protracted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  repcMt  of  the  Committee  pi  Oon^woe,  and 
oarried. 

AeeounUiffMr,  Monroe. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  the 
rdief  of  James  Monroe,"  as  insisted  on  by  that 
body,  having  been  read,  (allowing  interest, 
whidi,  with  the  prinomaL  amounts  to  $29,- 
000)— 

Kr.  DwioBT  moved  that  the  House  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment. 

On  this  question,  Vr.  Sawtkb  called  for  tiie 
yeas  and  nays.  They  were  ordered,  and  were 
— ^yeas  68,  nays  87. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  recede  from  its  disagreement,  (the 
^ect  d  which  is  to  pass  the  bill  as  amended.) 

And  the  House  auioumed,  (at  half-past  four 
oNdock,A.U.) 


UoNDAT,  May  23. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Toulinson,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  that  this  Honse,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
present  session  by  an  acyonmment  on  their  part; 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said  message. 

Mr.  WmonT  offered  the  foUowing : 
RMohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  joia  anch  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  notify 
him  that,  unless  be  nuy  have  other  eemmnnicationa 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are 
ready  to  adjoimL 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to^  and 
Mr.  Mbeobb  and  Mr.  Tokukson  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mebobb,  from  the  above-named  commit- 
tee, reported  tW  they  had  waited  on  the  Pres- 
ident, and  informed  htm  that  the  two  Honses 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  and  that  he  informed 
them  Uiat  he  bad  no  Airther  communication  to 
make  to  either  House. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  House 
adjoamed,  to  meet  on  Uio  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next 
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KUfETEENTH  C0N6ILESS.-SEC0in)  SESSION. 


FEOGEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 


Uoin>XT,  December  4,  1826. 

The  Hon.  Jomr  O.  Calhous ,  Vice  Presitlent 
of  the  United  States,  took  the  choir  at  12 
o'clock,  ond  the  roll  being  called  over  by  the 
Secretajry,  (Waltke  Lowbir,  Esq.,)  it  appeared 
that  thirty-eight  members  were  present. 

The  usual  message  waa  communicated  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  of  being  formed,  &c., 
aod  tbe  osQU  standing  orders  agiv^ed  to. 

ffonon  to  the  Dead. 
Mr.  Clattoit  rose,  and  addressed  tlio  Senate 
as  follows : 

Id  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  mj 
late  colleague,  Mr,  Van  Dtks,  daring  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  but  at  a  period  so  late 
that  intelligence  of  the  event  did  not  orriv© 
here  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  I 
now  take  occa^on  to  propose  the  usual  resolu- 
tions testifying  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  their  regret 
for  his  death.  His  amiable  temper  and  gentle- 
manly deportment — his  talents  and  high  stand- 
ing in  thu  body,  were  too  well  known  to  all 
the  members  to  need  any  eulogy  from  me.  As 
he  was  known  to  them  all,  so  must  b!s  memoir 
he  respected  and  his  death  lamented;  and, 
therefore,  I  propose  the  fi^owiog  resolution : 

HetdBed,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  deure  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Vik  Dtki,  de- 
ceased, late  ft  Senator  from  the  Stutc  of  Del&warc, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  reeolution  was  agreed  to,  nem.  eon. 
Mr.  DioKERsoN  then  rose,  and  said, 
Mr.  President:  The  melancholy  dnty  de- 
volves upon  me,  of  announcing  to  the  Senate 
the  death  of  my  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jo- 
seph McIltaike.  Mr.  McIlvainb  was  selected, 
by  the  Legidatnre  of  New  Jersey,  to  represent 
the  State  m  this  body,  ft-om  a  knowledge  of  his 
learning,  talents,  and  intup^ty.  UnfioTtanately, 
dnring  the  whole  time  of  his  being  associated 
with  US,  he  was  the  victim  of  a  painfbl  disease, 


which  terminated  only  with  his  life.  Hot- 
withstanding,  he  assiduously  performed  all  the 
duties  of  his  station,  so  far  as  the  debilitated 
state  of  his  health  would  permit ;  and,  in  aU 
his  intercourse  with  the  Senate,  his  deportment 
was  of  a  character  so  courteous  and  conciliat- 
ing, that  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  his  associ-  j 
ates.  As  a  mark  of  the  respect  which  the  Sen-  | 
ate  enteitains  for  his  character  and  memory,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution :  j 

Suolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  firom  ' 
a  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to  i 
the  memory  of  the  Honorable  JosEpn  UcrLVAtxs, 
deceased,  late  a  Senator  fi-om  the  State  of  NewJer-  I 
sey,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  I 
the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  iett  am.  I 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  I 


TiTESDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  BuTTH,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wmt  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  *'  inform  him  tliat  quorums  <^  the 
two  Houses  have  assembled,  and  that  Congress 
are  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make,"  reported,  that  tlie  commit- 
tee had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, ana  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  eommunies- 
tion,  in  vriting,  to  tiie  two  Houses  <^  Con- 
gress, this  day,  at  twelve  o*olook. 

Soon  after  wMch,  the  private  Secretary  of 
the  President  Qb.  J.  Aiums,)  camo  in  and  de- 
livered the  lusmge.  . 

lbtke8enat$mdBoimo/J^BmaiiMtaea  <^tkt 
United  Statet  .-— 

The  assemblage  of  the  representatives  of  our 
Union  in  both  Houses  of  Con  proas  at  this  time,  oc* 
cura  under  circumatances  calling  for  the  renewed 
homage  of  our  grateful  acknowled;pnents  to  the 
Giver  of  all  good.  With  the  exceptions  incidental 
to  the  most  felicitous  condition  of  human  existence, 
we  continue  to  be  highly  favored  in  all  the  elements 
wluch  contribute  tomuvMnal  comfort  and  tOM- 
tlonal  prosperity.  In  the  survey  of  our  extcarive 
country,  we  are  generally  to  observe  abodes  ti 
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bedth  and  regions  of  [Jcntj.  In  our  civil  and 
poGtfcal  relations,  wo  have  peace  withoat,  and  tran- 
qmIE(7  within  our  borders.  We  are,  as  a  people, 
Inoreuing  with  unabated  rapidity  in  population, 
wealth,  mnd  national  resources;  and,  wtiatever  (Uf- 
ferences  of  Of^nlon  exist  amongf  na  with  regard  to 
the  mode  and  the  means  bywhich  we  shall  turn  the 
beneficence  of  Heaven  to  the  improvement  of  our 
own  condition,  there  is  yet  a  spirit  animating  us 
tO,  which  will  uot  snlTerthe  bounties  of  Providence 
to  be  showered  upon  us  in  tsId,  but  will  receive 
them  with  g^teful  hearts,  and  apply  them  with 
mweatied  hands  to  the  advancement  of  the  general 
good. 

Of  the  sabjects  recommended  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  at  their  last  session,  some  were 
then  definitely  acted  upon.  Others  left  unfini.«hcd, 
but  partly  matured,  will  recur  to  your  attention, 
%itboat  needing  a  renewal  of  notice  from  mc.  Tho 
Jrarpose  of  this  eommutiication  will  be  to  present 
to  yonr  view  the  general  aspect  of  our  public  affairs 
at  this  moment  and  the  measurca  which  have  been 
taken  to  carry  into  effect  tho  intentions  of  the  Icds- 
htare  aa  signified  by  the  laws  then  and  heretoSre 
enacted. 

In  our  intercourse  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth,  we  hare  still  the  happiness  of  enjoying  peace 
ud  a  general  sood  oDderstanding;  qualified,  how- 
ever,  in  sever^  important  instances,  by  collisiona 
ef  interest,  and  by  unsatisfied  cl^ms  of  justice,  to 
the  settlement  of  which  the  consUtutionu  interpo- 
sition  of  the  legislatire  authority  may  become 
altimately  indispensable. 

By  the  decease  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  of 
Bnsda,  which  occurred  contemponineously  with  the 
.commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  tho 
Tjnited  States  hare  been  deprived  of  a  long-tried, 
steady,  and  faithful  friend.   Bom  to  the  inheritance 
of  absolute  power,  and  trained  in  the  school  of  ad- 
lemty,  from  which  no  'power  on  earth,  however 
ibsolute,  is  exempt,  that  monarch,  from  his  youth 
had  been  taught  to  feel  the  force  and  value  of 
ynblie  Ofdnion,  and  to  be  sensible  that  the  interests 
of  hit  own  government  would  be  best  promoted  by 
a  Crank  and  friendly  intercourse  with  this  republic, 
w  those  of  bis  people  would  be  advanced  by  a  lib- 
eral commercial  intercourse  with  our  country.  A 
candid  and  confidential  interchange  of  Bentiments 
between  him  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  affairs  of  South  America,  took 
place  at  a  period  not  long  preceding  his  demise, 
•ad  coQbibuted  to  fix  that  course  of  policy  which 
kft  to  the  other  OoTcmments  of  Europe  no  alter- 
utive  but  that  of  sooner  or  later  recognizing  the  in- 
Aependence  of  our  southern  neighbors,  of  which 
the  example  had  by  the  United  States  already  been 
ML  The  ordinary  diplomatic  communications  be- 
tween his  successor,  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  and  the 
ITdted  States,  have  suffered  some  interruption  by 
the  iUness,  departure,  and  subsequent  decease  of 
Ui  minl^r  resi^Ung  here,  who  enjoyed,  as  he 
■Mrited,  tho  entire  confidence  of  his  new  sovereign, 
as  he  tud  eminently  responded  to  that  of  hia  prc- 
weessor.   Bnt  we  have  had  the  most  satisfactory 
Vsursnces  that  the  sentiments  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror toward  the  United  States  are  altogether  con- 
formable to  those  which  had  so  long  and  constantly 
uinited  lus  imperial  brother ;  ana  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  they  wilt  serve  to  cement  that  harmony 
good  uuderetanding  between  die  two  nations 
vUe^  fomided  laotmi^nlal  Intereitai  amnot  but 


[SEiTAm 

result  in  the  advancement  of  the  wel&re  and  pros- 
perity of  both. 

Our  relations  of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
Fratfce  are,  by  the  operation  of  the  convention  of 
24th  June,  1823,  with  that  nation,  In  a  state  of 
gradual  and  progressive  improvement.  Convinced 
by  all  our  experience,  no  less  than  by  the  principles 
of  fair  and  liberal  redprocity  which  the  United 
States  have  constantly  tendered  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  as  the  rule  of  commercial  intercourse 
which  they  would  universally  prefer,  that  fur  and 
equal  competition  is  mostcondncive  to  the  interests 
of  both  parties,  the  United  Btatea,  in  the  negotia* 
tion  of  that  conTendon,  earnestly  contended  for  a 
mutual  renunciation  of  dlscrimu)atinj|  duties  and 
charges  in  the  ports  of  the  two  countnes.  Unable 
to  obtain  tho  immediate  recognition  of  this  princi- 
ple in  its  fVill  extent,  after  reducing  the  duties  of 
discrimination  so  &r  as  was  found  attainable,  it  was 
agreed  that,  at  the  ex^dration  of  two  yean  from 
the  first  of  October,  1822,  when  the  convention 
was  to  go  into  effect,  unless  a  notice  of  six  months 
on  either  side  should  be  given  to  the  other,  that 
the  convention  itself  must  terminate,  those  duties 
should  be  reduced  by  one-fourth,  and  that  this  re- 
duction should  bo  yearly  repeated  until  all  discrimi- 
nation should  cease  while  the  convention  itself  should' 
continue  in  force.  By  the  effect  of  this  stipulation, 
three-fourths  of  the  discriminating  duties  which  had 
been  levied  by  each  party,  upon  the  vessels  of  the 
other  in  its  ports,  have  already  been  removed ;  and 
on  the  first  of  next  October,  should  the  convention 
be  still  in  force,  the  remaining  fourth  will  be  dis- 
continued. French  vessels,  laden  with  French  pro- 
duce, will  be  received  in  our  porta  on  the  same 
terms  as  our  own ;  and  ours,  in  return,  will  eqjoy 
the  same  advantages  in  the  ports  of  France. 

By  those  approximations  to  an  equality  of  duties 
and  of  charges,  not  only  has  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries  prospered,  but  friendly  dispo- 
sitions have  been  on  both  sides  encouraged  and 
promoted.  They  will  continue  to  be  cherished  and 
cultivated  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  had  it  in  mj 
power  to  add,  that  the  cliUma  upon  the  justice  of 
the  French  Government,  involving  the  property 
and  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  many  of  our 
fcUow-citizcns,  and  whiuh  have  been  so  long  and 
so  earnestly  urged,  were  in  a  more  promising  train 
of  adjustment  than  at  your  last  meeting;  but  their 
condition  remains  unaltered. 

With  the  Government  of  the  Ketheriands,  tho 
mutual  abandonment  of  discriminating  duties  had 
been  regulated  by  the  l^slutive  acts  on  both  ^des. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
abolished  all  discriminating  duties  of  impost  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  vessels  and  produce  of  the  Ncth- 
erlan£i  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  assurance  given  by  the  Government  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, that  all  such  dntiea  operating  against  the 
shipping  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  that 
kingdom  bad  been  abolished.  These  reciprocal 
regulations  had  continued  in  force  several  years, 
when  the  discriminating  principle  was  resumed  by 
the  Ketheriands  in  a  new  and  indirect  form,  by  a 
bounty  of  ten  per  cent.,  In  the  shape  of  a  return  of 
duties'  to  their  national  vessels,  and  in  which  those 
of  the  United  States  are  not  permitted  to  partici- 
pate. By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7  th  of  January, 
1824,  all  disorimfaiating  duties  hi  the  United  States 
were  agun  snspended,  so  &r  M  related  to  the  tm> 
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pels  aad  prodace  of  the  NetherUods,  bo  long  as  the 
reciprocal  exeroptfoa  should  be  extended  to  the 
TCSseU  and  produce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Neth- 
erlands. But  the  same  act  provides  that,  hi  the 
event  of  a  restoration  of  discrimmatfng  duUea  to 
operate  against  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  any  of  the  foreign  countries  re- 
ferred to  therein,  the  suspension  of  discriminating 
dotiei  in  &vor  of  the  navigatioD  of  soch  foreign 
country  should  cease,  and  afi  the  prorisioiia  of  the 
acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  tonnage  and 
import  duties  in  the  United  States  should  revive 
and  be  in  full  force  vfth  regard  to  that  nation. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Government  of 
the  Netherlands  upon  this  subject,  they  have  con- 
tended that  the  favor  shown  to  their  own  shipping 
by  this  bounty  upon  their  tonnage  la  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  discriminatory  daty.  But  it  can- 
not be  dented  tiut  It  produces  all  the  same  effects. 
Had  the  mutual  abolition  been  ttlpnlated  by  treaty, 
such  a  bounty  upon  the  national  ressels  could 
scarcely  have  been  granted  consistently  with  good 
fiuth.  Yet,  as  the  act  of  Congress  of  1th  January, 
1624,  has  not  expressly  anthorixed  the  executive 
authority  to  detetmine  what  shall  be  conddered  aa 
s  reTival  of  disciiminatuig  duties  by  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment to  the  disad vantage  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  retaliatory  measnre  on  our  part,  however 
just  and  necessary,  may  tend  rather  to  that  conflict 
of  le^slation  which  we  deprecate,  than  to  that  con- 
cert to  which  we  iovite  all  commercial  nations  as 
most  conducive  to  th^  Interest  and  our  own,  X  haro 
thought  it  more  conustent  with  the  spirit  of  our  In- 
stitutions to  refer  the  subject  again  to  the  para- 
mount anthority  of  the  legislature  to  decide  what 
measure  the  emergency  may  require,  than  abruptly 
by  procUmatiOQ  to  carry  into  eflbct  the  minatory 
provision  of  the  act  of  1824. 

During  the  last  aeasioa  of  Congress,  treaties  of 
amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  were  negotiated  < 
and  signed  at  this  place  with  the  Ooremment  of 
Denmark  in  Europe,  and  with  the  fiBderation  of  Cen- 
tral America  in  this  hemisphere.  These  treaties 
then  received  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  advice  and  consent  to  their  ratification. 
They  were  accordingly  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
have  1^  been  ratified  by  the  other  req>ective  oon* 
trtcting  parties.  The  ratifications  luva  been  ex- 
fdianged,  and  they  have  been  published  by  procla- 
mations, copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated 
to  Congress.  These  treaties  have  established  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties  the  principles,  of 
equality  and  reciprocity  in  their  broadest  and  most 
liberal  extent.  Each  party  admitting  the  vessels  of 
the  other  into  its  ports,  laden  with  cargoes  the  pro- 
duce or  manufiictore  of  any  quarter  m  the  ^obe, 
upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  tonnage 
and  Impost  that  are  chargeable  upon  thehr  own. 
They  have  further  stipulated,  that  the  parties  shall 
hereafter  grant  no  favor  of  navigation  or  commerce 
to  any  other  nation,  which  shall  not,  npon  the  same 
terms,  be  granted  to  each  other ;  and  that  neither 
par^  wiU  impose  npon  articles  of  merchandise,  the 
prodoea  or  manufiuitare  of  the  other,  any  other  or 
bi^er  duties  than  npon  the  Uke  articles,  being  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  any  other  country.  To 
these  principles  there  is,  in  the  convention  with  Den- 
mark, an  exception  with  regard  to  the  colonies  of 
^t  kingdom  in  the  Arctic  seas,  but  none  with  le- 
Ifwd  to  bM  ooloidM  la  the  W«t  lodioi. 
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In  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  tbo  term  to 
wUch  our  last  commerdal  treaty  with  Sweden  was 
limited  has  ex^Kd.  A  continuation  of  it  b  in  the 
contempUtioa  of  the  Swedish  Oovemment,  and  is 
believed  to  be  desirable  on  the  part  of  the  Uidted 
Butes.  It  has  been  proposed  by  the  King  of  Sweden 
that,  pending  the  negotiation  of  renewal,  the  expired 
treaty  should  be  mutnal)y  considered  as  still  in 
force ;  a  measure  which  iral  require  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  be  carried  Into  etnet  oo  oar  part,  and 
whidi  I  therefore  recommend  to  yoor  connderatioD. 

With  Prussia,  Spain,  Pwtugal,  and  in  nneral  all 
the  European  powers,  between  wbom  and  uie  United 
States  relations  of  friendly  intercourse  have  exbted, 
their  condition  has  not  materially  varied  rince  tiis 
last  session  of  Congress.  I  regret  not  to  be  able  to 
say  the  same  of  our  commercial  interconrse  with  the 
colonial  posaesaions  of  Great  Britain  In  AmericL 
If  egotiatfons  of  the  highest  Importance  to  our  con* 
mon  ioteresta  have  been  for  several  years  in  discos 
sion  between  the  two  Governments,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  have  been  Invariably  pnraoedin 
the  si^it  of  candor  and  conciliation.  Interests  of 
great  magnitude  and  delicacy  bad  been  adjusted  by 
Uie  conventions  of  1815  and  1818,  while  that  of 
1S22,  mediated  by  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  htd 
promised  a  satisfactory  compromise  of  claims  wbidl 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  In  justice  to 
the  rights  of  a  numerous  class  of  their  citizens,  wu 
bound  to  sustain.  But  with  regard  to  the  commei^ 
cial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  end  the 
British  colonics  In  America,  it  has  been  faitfaerlo 
found  impracticftble  to  bring  the  parties  to  an  under- 
standing satisfactory  to  Mtb.  The  relative  geo- 
graphical position,  and  the  respective  products  of 
nature,  cultivated  by  human  industry,  bad  consti- 
tutod  the  elements  of  a  commercial  interconrse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  British  America,  msolsr 
and  continental,  important  to  the  inhabitants  of 
both  countries.  But  it  had  been  interdicted  by 
Great  Britain,  apoa  a  principle  heretofore  practised 
upon  by  the  colonizing  nations  of  Europe,  of  hold- 
ing the  trade  of  their  coIoniM,  each  ux  exclusive 
monopoly  to  herself.  After  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  this  Interdiction  had  been  revived,  and  the 
British  Government  declined  Including  this  portion 
of  our  intercourse  with  ber  posseaaiona  in  the  oege- 
tiation  of  the  convention  of  1819.  The  trade  wsl 
then  carried  on  exclusively  in  British  ressela,  (ill  tbo 
act  of  Congress  concerning  na'rigatioD,  of  1818,  aad 
the  supplemental  act  of  1820,  tbe  interdict  by 
a  correqwnding  measure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  These  measures,  not  of  retaliation,  but  of 
necessary  self-defence,  wero  soon  succeeded  by  an 
act  of  parliament,  opening  certain  colonial  ports  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  coming  directly 
from  them,  and  to  the  Importation  ftom  them « 
certain  articles  of  our  produce,  burdened  with  heavy 
duties,  and  excluding  some  of  tbe  most  Taluabta 
articles  of  our  exports.  The  United  States  opened 
their  ports  to  British  vessels  from  the  colonies  npoa 
terms  as  exactiy  corresponding  with  those  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  as  In  tbe  relative  position  of  tbe  psr- 
ties  could  be  made.  And  a  negotiation  was  com- 
menced by  mutual  consent,  with  the  hope  on  our 
part  that  a  reciprocal  spirit  of  accommodation  and 
a  common  sentiment  of  the  importance  of  the  trade 
to  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  coon- 
tries^  between  whom  it  must  be  carried  on,  woeid 
ultimately  bring  the  parties  to  a  compromiM,  with 
wbidl  both  nii(^  be  ntiifted.  WttbthiiTiew.tte 
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Government  of  the  United  States  bad  determined  to 
McriSoe  somethiiig  of  thftt  enUre  reciprocity  wliich 
in  all  commercial  amngementfl  with  foreign  potrera 
tbey  are  entitled  to  demand,  and  to  acquiesce  in 
some  inequallUea  disadrantageous  to  ourselres, 
rather  than  to  forego  the  benefit  of  a  final  and  per- 
maoeat  a^juatment  of  thia  interest,  to  the  satisfac 
tiou  of  Great  Britain  herself.  The  negotiation, 
lepcatedly  suspended  by  accidental  drcomstancea, 
waa,  bowerer,  by  mutiial  agreement  and  exiffeaa 
aueat,  eonaidered  as  pending,  and  to  be  ^edily 
resumed.  In  the  mean  time,  another  act  of  parUa* 
Bent,  so  doubtftil  and  ambiguous  in  its  import  as  to 
bave  been  miminderstood  by  the  officers  in  the  colo- 
ueawho  were  to  carry  it  into  execution,  opens  again 
certain  colonial  ports,  upon  new  conditions  and 
terms,  with  a  thrwt  to  close  them  agtunst  any  na- 
tion whidi  may  not  aooept  those  terms,  u  prescribed 
by  the  British  GoTenuDKit.  This  act,  passed  in  July, 
18^  not  eoiDmnoicated  to  the  GoTemment  of  the 
Cnited  States,  not  understood  by  the  British  officers 
of  the  customs  in  the  colonies  where  it  was  to  be 
enforced,  was  DeTertheloss  submitted  to  the  consid- 
ention  of  Congress  at  their  last  sesuon.  With  the 
knowledge  that  a  negotiaUon  npon  the  sntgect  bad 
kng  been  in  progress,  and  pledges  given  oif  its  re- 
aunption  at  an  early  day,  it  wa3  deemed  expedient 
to  await  the  result  of  tlut  negotiation,  rather  than 
to  subscribe  implicitly  to  terms,  the  import  of  which 
was  not  clear,  and  which  the  Britisn  authorities 
tbemselTes  in  this  hemisphere  were  not  prepared  to 
explain. 

Inunediately  after  the  close  of  the  last  aesedon  of 
Congress,  one  of  oar  most  distinguiahed  eiUzena  waa 
despatched  as  EuToy  ExtraoKUnary  and  Mniater 
Pleai[>oten|jary  to  Great  Britain,  furnished  with  m- 
atnictions  which  we  could  not  doubt  would  lead  to 
a  oraclnaon  of  this  long-controverted  interest,  upon 
tama  accepuble  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  his  arriral, 
ud  before  he  had  delirered  hia  lette»  of  credence, 
be  was  met  by  an  order  of  the  Bri^  cooncU,  ex- 
eloffing,  from  and  after  the  first  of  December  now 
current,  the  Tessels  of  the  United  States  from  all  the 
colonial  British  porta,  excepting  those  inunediately 
l>ordering  upon  our  territoriea.  In  answer  to  his 
eipostulationa  upon  a  measure  thus  unexpected,  be 
ia  informed  that,  acoorcUng  to  the  ancient  mauma 
policy  of  European  nations  having  colonies,  their 
trade  Is  anexelonTe  posseaaion  of  the  mother-coun- 
try. That  all  participation  in  it  by  other  nations  is 
a  boon  or  &Tor  not  fomdng  a  subject  of  negotiation, 
h«  to  be  regulated  by  the  legiabitive  acta  of  the 
povw  owning  the  colony.  That  the  Britiah  Goverti- 
meat,  therefore,  declines  negotiatmg  concerning  it, 
that  as  the  United  BUtea  did  not  forthwith 
KMpt,  purely  and  simply,  the  terms  offered  by  the 
MtofpadianwDtof  July.  18SS,  Great  Britain  would 
DM  admit  the  TesMla  of  the  United  States  even  upon 
the  tern  on  vbleh  ^e  had  opened  them  to  the 
uijaatioa  of  <Ahet  nations. 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  connder  the  trade 
»nich  we  bave  enjoyed  with  the  British  colonies 
M  an  interchange  of  mutual  benefits  than  as  a 
"•w  &TOr  receiTed ;  that  under  every  circumstance 
*e  have  (^ven  an  ampb  equivalent.  We  have  seen 
vtm  other  nation  faoldns  colonies  negotiate  with 
^wer  nadona,  and  grant  them  freely  admission  to 
HW  colooiea  by  treaty ;  and,  so  far  are  the  other 
wiu^zing  nations  of  Europe  now  from  refusing  to 
^B^Uefor  trade  with  their  colonies,  that  we  our* 
■"whanseeated  acoaaato  the  Mdpnies  (tf  more 
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than  one  of  them  by  treaty.  The  refusal,  however, 
of  Great  Britain  to  negouate,  leaves  to  the  United 
States  DO  other  alternative  than  that  of  regulating, 
or  interdicting  altogether  the  trade  on  their  part, 
according  as  either  measure  may  affect  the  interests 
of  our  own  country ;  and  with  that  exclusive  ol[yect, 
I  would  recommend  the  wtuAt  subject  to  your  cabn 
and  candid  deUberationa. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  unavailing  exertiona  to  accMO- 
pUsfa  s  good  understanding  on  this  interest  will  not 
have  an  unproiutious  effect  upon  the  other  great 
tO|Hc«  of  diaousaion  between  the  two  Govemmenta. 
Our  northeastern  and  northwestern  bounduiea  are 
still  una^usted.  The  commissioners  under  the  7th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  have  nearly  come  to 
the  close  of  their  labors ;  nor  cui  we  renounce  the 
expectation,  enfeebled  aa  it  is,  that  they  may  agree 
upm  tiuAr  report  to  the  satisfiMstion  or  acquiescence 
of  both  parties.  The  commission  for  liquidating  the 
clums  for  kidemnity  for  slaves  carried  away  after 
the  close  of  the  war  has  been  aittmg,  with  donbtfid 

Erospects  of  success.  Propositions  of  compromise 
aVe,  however,  passed  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, the  result  of  which  we  flatter  ourselves  may 
yet  prove  sallsfikctory.  Our  own  di^odtiona  and 
purposes  toward  Oivat  Britain  are  all  friendlv 
and  conciliatory :  nor  can  we  abandon,  but  with 
strong  reluctance,  the  belief  that  they  will  tdtimate* 
ly  meet  a  return,  not  of  favors,  which  we  neither 
ask  nor  dedre,  but  of  equal  Ted|ffodty  and  good 
will. 

With  the  American  Governments  of  this  hemi- 
sphere we  continue  to  maintain  an  intercoorse  alto- 
gether friendly,  and  between  tbeir  oationa  and  ours 
that  commercial  interchange  of  which  mutual  benefit 
is  the  source,  and  mutual  comfort  and  harmony  the 
result,  ia  in  a  continual  state  of  improvement.  TIm 
war  between  Spuin  and  them,  since  the  total  expul- 
sion of  the  Spanish  military  force  from  their  conti- 
nental territories,  has  been  little  more  than  nominal; 
and  their  internal  trnnqnillity.  thoush  occasionally 
menaced  by  the  a^tationa  which  civil  wars  never 
ful  to  leave  behind  them,  has  not  been  affiectcd  by 
any  serious  calamity. 

The  Congress  of  ministers  from  several  of  those 
nations  which  assembled  at  Panama,  after  a  short 
aession  there,  acyoumed  to  meet  again,  at  a  more 
favorable. season,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mexico. 
The  decease  of  one  of  our  ministen  on  his  way  to 
the  isthmus,  and  the  impediments  of  the  season, 
which  delayed  the  departure  of  the  other,  deprived 
us  of  the  advantage  of  being  represented  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  There  ia,  however, 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Congress  were  of  a  nature  to  affect  injuriously 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  to  require  the 
interposition  of  our  mmistera  bad  they  been  preaent. 
There  absence  has,  indeed,  deprived  ns  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  posses^ng  precise  and  authentic  infomm- 
tion  of  the  treaties  which  were  concluded  at  Panama ; 
and  the  whole  result  has  confirmed  mo  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  expediency  to  the  United  States  of 
being  represented  at  the  Congress.  The  surviving 
member  of  the  misrion,  a|^K^ted  duriog  your  last 
session,  has  accordingly  proceeded  to  his  destina- 
tion, and  a  successor  to  bis  distinguished  and  la- 
mented associate  will  bo  nominated  to  the  Senate. 
A  treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  has, 
in  the  course  of  last  summer,  bees  concluded  by  our 
Minister  Flenipotentury  at  Mexico,  with  the  United 
Etatea  ud  that  confedwa^,  irUdt  will  alao  be  laid. 
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before  the  Senate  for  their  advice  irlth  regard  to 
Hs  raHflcation. 

In  adverting  to  the  prMent  condition  of  our  fiscal 
concerns,  and  to  the  prospects  of  our  revenne,  the 
first  remark  that  calls  our  attention  ia,  that  tbcj  are 
len  exuberantly  prosperotu  tlion  they  vere  at  the 
corresponding  period  o(  the  la«t  year.  The  aovere 
abock  80  extensively  sustained  by  the  conniercial 
aud  manulhetariog  interests  in  Great  Britun  has 
not  been  without  a  perceptible  recoil  awm  ouraelres. 
A  reduced  Importation  from  abroad  u  neeessarily 
succeeded  by  a  reduced  return  to  the  treasury  at 
home.  The  net  revenue  of  the  present  year  will 
not  equal  that  of  the  last.  And  the  tceelpta  of  that 
ivliich  i3  to  come  will  fall  ehort  of  those  in  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  diminution,  however,  is  in  part 
attributable  to  the  fionrishing  condiU<Hi  of  some  of 
onr  domestio  mannfitetnres,  Mid  so  far  to  compeaaap 
ted  by  an  equivalent  more  profitsUe  to  the  nation. 
Tt  is  also  highly  grating  to  pereeiTe,  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  while  it  Marcdy  exceeds 
the  anticipations  of  the  last  year's  estimates  from 
the  treasury,  lias  not  interrupted  the  application  of 
more  than  eleven  millkms  during  the  present  year, 
to  the  diaebaige  of  thti  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt,  nor  the  redaction  of  upward  of  seven  millions 
of  the  capital  debt  itself.  The  balance  in  treas- 
ury on  the  1st  of  January  last,  was  five  millions 
two  hundred  .and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  forty-three  cents.  The  receipts  fitim 
that  time  to  the  80th  September  last,  were  nineteen 
millions  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-two  doUara,  fifty  cents.  The 
receipts  of  the  curroot  quarter,  estimated  at  riz 
millions  of  dollars,  yield,  with  the  aoms  ^eady  re- 
ceived, a  revenue  of  about  twenty-fivo  miUions 
and  a  half  for  the  year.  The  expenditureB  for  the 
first  three-quarters  of  the  year  have  amounted  to 
eighteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-siz  doUars,  sixty<eix 
cents.  The  expendituries  of  we  eomnt  quarter  are 
expected,  including  the  twomOUonB  of  the  principal 
debt  to  bo  paid,  to  balance  the  receipts.  So  that  the 
expenses  of  the  year,  amounting  to  upward  of  a  mil- 
lion less  than  its  income,  will  leave  a  proportionally 
increased  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
January,  1827,  over  that  of  the  first  of  January  last. 
Insbmd  of  five  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, there' wiU  be  dx  ndllionB  four  hundred  thou- 
sand doUars. 

The  amount  of  doties  seenred  on  merchandise 
imported  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  un- 
til the  80th  of  September,  is  estimated  at  twenty- 
one  miUioos  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  amount  that  will  probaUy  accrue  dur- 
ing the  present  quarter,  is  estimated  at  four  mll- 
Uona  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing for  the  whole  year  twenty-five  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  from  which  the  draw- 
backs being  deducted,  wiU  leave  a  clear  revenue 
fVom  the  customs,  receivable  in  tho  year  of 
about  twenty  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which,  with  the  sums  to  be  received  from  the 
proeoeds  of  the  pubUc  lands,  the  bank  dividends, 
and  other  inddemtal  receipts,  will  form  an  aggre- 
gate of  about  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars,  a 
sum  falling  short  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  preft- 
ent  year,  little  more  than  the  portion  of  those  ex- 
penditures, applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
KoBiofdollanby  Ui»  aetof  the  «d  lUroh,  1817. 


At  tlu  passage  of  that  act,  Um  pobUc  debt  maamt- 
od  to  one  handled  and  twenty-tliMe  ndlHons  five 
hundred  thoosand  dollars.  On  the  1st  Of  JainNy 
next  it  will  be  short  of  seventy-fonr  milliens  of  dol- 
lars, lu  the  iapee  of  these  ten  yean,  fifty  milHeos 
of  dollars  of  public  debt,  with  the  aonnal  d)arg«  «f 
upward  of  three  millions  of  doUars  of  interest  vpm 
them,  have  been  extingoiriied.  At  the  passage  of 
that  act,  of  the  annual  approprlatitiD  «f  Ae  la 
miUions  of  dollara,  seven  were  abeorbad  tn  the  par- 
TMat  of  interest,  and  not  more  than  three  mifficai 
of  dollara  vent  to  redooe  the  capital  of  the  drirt. 
Of  the  same  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  this  that 
scarcely  four  are  applicable  to  the  interest,  and  up- 
ward of  six  are  effective  in  melting  down  the  eapilsL 
Yet  your  experience  has  proved,  that  a  reveaue 
eondsting  so  largely  of  imposts  and  tonnage  eUs 
and  flows,  to  an  extnordiMiy  axteDt,  wtA  sI  Ihs 
fioctaatiooa  bioident  to  the  general  conneres 
the  world.  It  to  within  onr  lectrileetkm  tiiat  •*«> 
in  the  compaaa  of  the  same  last  ten  y«ar«,  the  te- 
ceipts  of  the  treasury  were  not  adeqsate  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year ;  and  that  in  two  sueoewve 
yean  it  was  fbnnd  necessary  to  resort  to  loans  to 
meet  the  engagements  of  Uie  nation.  Tha  vstaifr 
ing  tides  of  the  soeoseding  years  repleniihod  At 
public  coffers,  tmtil  they  have  affun  begun  to  Ceel 
the  vicissitudes  of  a  decline.  To  prodoce  these 
alterations  of  fulness  and  exhaustkm,  the  reUiiw 
operation  of  abundant  or  of  imfruitful  seaMni,  the 
regulations  of  fiweign  Governments,  political  rev- 
olutions, the  prosperous  or  decaying  condition  of 
manufactures,  commerdal  speculations,  and  tawy 
other  eauses,  not  always  to  be  traeed,  varioariy 
eoraUne.  We  hftve  found  the  ahemate  awdls  tad 
diminutions  embracing  periods  of  from  two  to  three 
years.  The  last  period  of  depteesion  to  ns  was  btm 
1619  to  1B22.  Tbeoorrespondmg  revival  was  fima 
1828  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  yen; 
Still  we  have  no  cause  to  ajqirdiend  a  dcfuesaea 
comparable  to  that  of  the  fionner  period,  or  eves  to 
anticipate  a  deficiency  which  wffl  mtreadi  npontbs 
ability  to  ai^y  the  annual  ten  millions  (rfdofiaitto 
the  reduction  of  the  debt  It  to  weU  for  us,  bov^ 
ever,  to  be  admonished  of  the  neoes^  <tf  atadiBg 
by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant  economy,  m 
of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and  uaeftal  expedicoti; 
for  the  pursnlag  with  steady  mid  Inflexible  pans- 
veranee  the  total  discharge  of  the  debt. 

Besides  the  seven  mitUons  of  dolUrs  of  tiie  losat 
of  181S,  which  will  have  been  discluurged  in  ^ 
course  of  the  present  year,  there  are  nine  milUeu 
of  dollara  witicb,  by  the  terms  ttf  the  contractt, 
would  have  been,  and  are  now  redeemabJo.  Th)^ 
teen  millions  of  dollars  more  of  the  loan  of  18U 
will  become  redeemable  from  uid  after  the  expin- 
tion  of  the  present  month,  and  nine  other  miluaBS 
fVomsnd  after  the  dose  of  the  ensuing  yesii  Tbqr 
constitute  a  mass  of  thirty-one  mtlUous  of  doOafS, 
all  bearing  an  Interest  of  six  per  cent.,  more  Ihaa 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  of  which  will  be  imme- 
diately redeemable,  and  the  rest  within  little  won 
than  a  year.  Leaving  of  this  amount  fifteen  nil' 
Hons  of  doUars  to  continne  at  the  bitmst  of  rix JW 
cent,  but  to  be,  as  far  as  shaB  be  found  prsctka- 
ble,  paid  off  in  the  years  1837  and  1828,  then 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  the  remaining  sixteen  mfi- 
lions  might  within  a  few  months  be  discfaaiged  b;_a 
loan  at  not  exceeding  fire  per  cent,  redeemahlaia 
the  years  1829  and  1880.  By  thto  operatioa,  a 
■an  of  neailjfire  buodred  thooaaad  doBaisnsr 
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be  mved  to  the  nation;  utd  the  discharge  of  tb« 
whole  thirty-one  miUions  of  doUan  vhfain  tfa«  four 
Te»ra,  may  be  greatly  faciliuted,  if  not  irhoUy  ac- 
eonplwhed. 

By  an  set  of  Congren  of  8d  Harch,  1825,  a  loan 
for  tfa«  purpose  noir  referred  to,  or  a  mibaGriptton 
to  gtook,  waa  authorized,  at  an  interest  not  exeeed- 
finr  and  a  half  per  cent  Bat,  at  that  time,  so 
hrga  a  portion  of  the  floating  capital  of  the  country 
ma  abaorbed  in  otHnmeraal  speculations,  and  so 
mB  left  for  inTestowDt  in  the  stocks,  that  the 
measore  was  but  partially  saeceaafd.  At  the  last 
•eeion  of  Congress,  the  condition  of  the  Amds  was 
BtiU  nnpropitioDs  to  the  measure ;  bat  the  change 
so  sow  afterward  occurred  that,  had  the  authority 
existed  to  redeem  the  nine  millions  of  dollars  now 
ledeemable  b  j  an  exchange  of  stocks,  or  a  loan  of 
ire  per  oent..  It  is  mon^y  eertain  that  it  nrigbt 
haTe  been  eObetedf  and  'with  it  a  yearly  saving  of 
nnety  tbooMid  dtdlara. 

With  rvfard  to  tint  «<^ection  of  reTenne  of  im- 
post, oertau  ooonneoees  have  within  the  last  year 
been  dl*oloeed  in  one  or  two  of  our  principal  ports, 
iriii^  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  at  their 
lart  sessioa,  and  may  hereafter  require  further  con- 
rid«atioii.   VntU  withm  a  very  few  years,  the 
execution  of  the  laws  for  raidng  the  rerenue,  like 
that  of  aO  onr  other  laws,  has  bMn  insured  more  by 
the  moral  sense  of  the  conmranity,  than  by  the 
rigors  of  a  jealous  precaution,  or  by  penal  sanctions. 
Confiding  in  the  exemplary  punctaality  and  the 
Bundfied  ii^grity  of  our  importing  merchants,  a 
Rradoal  relaxation  fVom  the  proTisn>ns  of  the  col- 
kctkm  lavi,  a  dose  adherence  to  wfaldi  woold  have 
eaesed  ineouTenleiiee  and  expense  to  them,  had 
kog  become  habitual ;  and  inddgmices  had  been 
extended  univeraaOy,  because  they  bad  never  been 
abised.   It  may  be  worthy  of  yoor  serious  conad- 
vaUon  whether  some  farther  l^islative  proviuon 
may  not  be  twcessary  to  come  in  aid  of  this  sUte 
of  mgoarded  secnrity. 

From  the  reports  herewith  communicated,  of  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  with  the  sub- 
sidiary documents  annexed  to  them,  will  be  dis- 
covered the  present  condition  and  administration 
.  )tf  our  military  establishment  on  the  land  and  on 
the  sea.   The  organization  of  the  army  having 
Undergone  no  ehsnee  siace  its  redaction  to  the 
pKeeot  peace  estd>lialuueDt  in  1821,  it  remains  only 
to  observe,  that  it  is  yet  found  adnqjoate  to  all  the 
pnrposee  for  wluch  a  permanent  armed  force  in 
tine  of  peace  can  be  needed  or  nseftiL   It  may  be 
pn^ier  to  add  that,  from  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Senate,  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  to  reduce 
wd  fix  the  military  peace  estaiyUahment  of  the 
Oilled  Butes,  it  remah»  Utfaerto  so  fkr  without 
execution,  that  no  colonel  has  been  appointed  to 
Mmmand  one  of  the  regiments  of  artillery.  A  enp* 
flementary  or  explanatory  act  of  the  legislature 
ippears  to  be  the  only  expedient  practicable  for 
iraeving  the  difficulty  of  this  appointment. 

In  a  period  of  profound  peace,  the  conduct  of 
we  Here  military  establishment  forms  bat  a  very 
■Moniidcmble  portion  of  the  devolving  upon 
the  adndnlitrBtion  of  the  Department  of  War.  It 
*ffl  be  seen  by  the  leturos  from  the  subordinate 
^ptrtBients  of  the  army,  that  every  branch  of  the 
Mniee  is  marked  with  oider,  regulufty,  and  ^sc^ 
pHw.  nMlhinthaoonBamdb|gMwnlthron|^ 


all  the  gradations  of  saperintendenoe,  the  offloen 
fed  themadves  to  have  been  citizens  before  they 
were  soldiers,  and  that  the  ^ory  of  a  republican 
aimy  must  consist  in  the  siurit  of  freedom  by  which 
it  ifl  animated,  and  of  patrioUsm  by  which  it  is  im- 
pelled. It  may  be  confidently  stated,  that  the 
moral  character  of  the  army  ia  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinual improvement,  and  that  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  oiita  parts  bavf  a  eoDstant  reftreM* 
to  that  end. 

But  to  the  War  Dcfwrtnieiit  are  attributed  other 
dotiei,  having  indeed  relation  to  a  future  possible 
condition  of  war,  but  being  purely  defenave,  and 
in  their  tendency  contributing  rather  to  the  secori* 
ty  and  permanency  of  peace.  The  erection  of  the 
ftatifications  provided  for  by  Congress,  and  adapted 
to  secure  our  shores  from  hostile  invasion ;  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  fiind  of  public  graUtude  and  justios 
to  the  pensioners  of  toe  revwudonary  war;  the 
maintenance  of  our  relations  of  peace  and  of  pro- 
tection with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  intemd  im- 
provements and  surreys  for  the  location  of  roads 
and  canals,  vliich,  during  the  last  three  sesaons  of 
Congress,  have  engaged  so  much  of  their  attentinif 
and  may  engross  so  large  a  share  of  thdr  fhtmo 
bene&cuoos  to  our  country. 

By  the  act  of  the  3Uth  of  April,  1824,  suggested 
and  apiHwed  by  my  predecessor,  the  sum  of  tUr^ 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  causing  to  be  made  the  necessary  surveys,  plans, 
and  estimates  of  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canaU 
aa  the  President  of  the  United  States  might  deem 
of  national  importance  in  a  eommercid  or  military 
point  of  view,  or  necessary  fbr  the  tranqiortation 
of  the  public  mail  The  annreys,  plans,  and  esti- 
mates for  each,  when  cunpleted*  wiU  be  laid  before 
Cmgress. 

In  execution  of  this  act,  a  board  of  engineers  was 
immediately  instituted,  snd  have  been  since  most 
aasiduousiy  uid  constantly  occapied  in  carrying  it 
into  effect.  The  first  ot^ect  to  which  their  labors 
were  directed,  by  order  of  the  late  Preudent,  waa 
the  examination  of  the  country  between  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  the  Ohio,  and  Lake  Erie,  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  a  communication  be- 
tween them,  to  designate  tiie  most  suitable  route 
for  the  same,  and  to  form  {rions  and  estimates,  in 
detul  of  the  expense  of  execution. 

On  the  third  of  February,  1826,  they  made  tbcir 
first  report,  whidi  was  imme^tdy  commnnieated 
to  Congress,  and  in  which  they  declared,  that  hav- 
ing maturely  conridered  the  circumstances  observed 
by  them  personally,  and  carefully  stodied  the  reaulU 
of  such  of  the  preliminary  surreys  as  were  then 
completed,  they  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
communication  was  practical^. 

At  the  last  aearion  of  Congress,  before  the  board 
of  engineers  were  enabled  to  make  up  thdr  second 
report,  containing  a  general  plan  and  preparatory 
estimates  for  the  work,  die  committee  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentattves  upon  roads  and  canals,  closed 
the  session  with  a  report,  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  plans  and  estimates  of  the  board  of  engineers 
might  at  this  time  be  prepared,  and  that  the  sob* 
ject  be  referred  to  the  early  and  favorable  consider* 
ation  of  Congress  at  their  present  sesBton.  That 
expected  report  of  the  board  of  engineers  is  pre- 
pared, and  will  forthwith  be  laid  before  yon. 

Under  the  resolution  of  Congress,  authoridog 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  prepared  a  eompleto 
vyitMD  of  eavaby  tactics,  and  lyitea  of  exflWM 
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uid  infltiuctioD  of  field  srtiUerj,  for  the  use  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  to  be  reported  to  Con- 
grcBs  at  tlie  preeent  BesdOD,  a  board  of  dietingiaish- 
ed  officers  of  the  Krmy  and  of  the  militia  has  been 
convened,  vhow  report  will  l>e  enbmitted  to  you, 
irith  that  of  the  Secretarr  of  War.  The  occasion 
irss  thon^t  favorable  for  consulting  the  aame 
board,  aided  by  the  resolta  of  a  correspondence 
with  ^  Qoranma  of  tb«  Bereral  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, and  other  dozens  of  intelligence  and  ex- 
perience, upon  the  acknowledged  defective  condi- 
tion of  our  militia  system,  and  of  the  improvements 
of  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  report  of  the  board 
upon  this  Bubject  ii  also  submitted  for  yonr  oonsld- 
eration. 

In  the  esdmated  appropriations  for  the  enming 
year,  upward  of  five  mUlions  of  doUart  will  be  sul^ 
mitted  for  the  expenditures  to  be  paid  from  the 
Department  of  War.  Less  than  twelfths  of  this 
will  be  applicable  to  the  m^tenaoce  aod  support 
(tf  the  army.  A  million  and  a  hal^  fai  the  form  of 
pensions,  goes  as  a  scarcely  adequate  tribute  to  tlie 
services  and  sacrifices  of  a  former  age,  and  a  more 
than  equal  sum  invested  in  fortificationa,  or  for  Ute 
prqiarationB  of  Internal  hnprorement,  jwoTides  fiir 
the  quiet,  the  comfort,  and  the  bapv^er  existence  '. 
of  the  ages  to  come.  The  appropriations  to  indem- 
nify those  nofortunatenmnanta  of  another  race,  un- 
able alike  to  share  in  the  enjoyments  and  to  exist 
in  the  presence  of  civilization,  though  swelling  in 
recent  years  to  a  magnitude  burdensome  to  the 
treasury,  are  generally  not  without  their  equiva- 
lents, in  profitable  value ;  or  serve  to  discbarge  the 
Union  from  engagements  more  burdensome  than 
debt. 

In  like  manner  the  estimate  of  appropriations  for 
the  Navy  Department  will  present  an  aggregate  sum 
of  upward  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  AlMut  one- 
half  of  these,  however,  cover  the  current  expendi- 
tures of  the  na'^  in  actual  service,  and  one-half 
constitutes  a  Aind  of  national  property,  the  [dedge 
of  our  fhture  glory  and  defence.  It  was  scarcely 
one  short  year  after  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  the  burden  of  its  expenses  and  cliarges  weighed 
heaviest  upon  the  country,  that  Congress,  by  the 
act  of  2yth  April,  1816,  appropriated  one  million 
of  dollars  annually,  for  eight  years,  to  the  gradual 
Increase  of  the  navy.  At  a  Bubsequent  period,  this 
annual  appropriation  was  reduced  to  half  a  million 
for  six  years,  of  which  the  present  year  is  the  last. 
A  yet  more  recent  af^opri&tion  of  the  last  two 
years,  for  building  ten  sloops-of-war,  has  nearly 
restored  the  original  appropriation  of  1816,  of  a 
million  for  every  year.  The  result  is  before  us  all. 
We  have  twelve  line-of-battle  ships,  twenty  frigates, 
and  sloops-of-war  in  proportion  ;  which,  with  a  few 
months  of  preparation,  may  present  a  line  of  float- 
ing ibrtifieations  along  the  whole  range  of  our  coast, 
ready  to  meet  any  invader  who  might  attempt  to 
set  foot  upon  our  shores.  Combining  with  a  system 
of  fortifications  upon  the  shores  themselves,  com- 
menced about  the  same  time  under  the  auspices  of 
my  immediate  predecessor,  and  hitherto  systemat- 
ically pursued,  it  has  placed  in  our  posaession  the 
most  efibotlTe  sinews  of  war,  and  hsaleft  ns  at  once 
an  examine  and  a  keson  from  which  our  own  duties 
Bay  be  inferred.  The  gradual  increase  of  the  navy 
was  the  principle  of  which  the  act  of  29th  April, 
1816,  was  the  first  development.  It  was  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  to  act  upon  the  character  and 
history  of  oar  country  for  an  indefinite  seriea  of 
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ages.  It  was  a  declaration  of  that  Congress,  to 
thrir  constituents  and  to  posterity,  that  it  was  dK 
destiny  and  the  duty  of  these  confederated  StaMs 
to  become,  in  regular  process  of  time,  and  by  do 
petty  advances,  a  great  naval  power.  That  wind 
they  proposed  to  aecomplish  in  eight  yeara  is  ra- 
ther to  be  considered  as  the  measure  of  their  means, 
than  the  limitation  of  their  de^n.  Thtj  looked 
forward  for  a  term  of  yeari  sufficient  for  ac- 
complishment of  a  definite  portion  of  their  purpose ; 
and  they  left  to  their  successors  to  fill  up  the  can- 
vas o£  which  they  had  traced  the  large  and  pro- 
phetic outline.  The  Bhlps-of-the4ine  and  fHgates, 
which  they  had  In  contemplation,  will  be  shortly 
completed.  The  time  which  they  bad  allotted  fin- 
Uie  acconniUslunent  of  the  won  has  more  than 
eUpaed.  It  remains  for  your  conrideratioB  how 
theif  successors  may  contribute  their  portion  of  toil 
and  of  treasure  for  the  benefit  of  the  sacoeediBg 
age,  in  the  gradual  increase  of  our  navy.  There 
is,  perhi^  no  part  of  the  exercise  of  the  coosti- 
tntional  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  which 
has  given  more  general  satisEaction  to  the  peo(4e 
of  the  Union  than  this.  The  system  has  not  b^n 
thus  vigoronsly  Introduced  and  bithetto  lontafaied, 
to  be  now  departed  from  or  abandoned.  In  caa- 
tinutng  to  provide  for  the  giadnal  increase  of  the 
navy,  it  may  not  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  add 
for  the  present  any  more  to  tlie  number  of  our 
ships ;  but  should  you  deem  it  advisable  to  continoe 
the  yearly  appropriation  of  half  a  milfi<m  to  the 
same  objects,  it  may  be  prdttably  expended  In  pro* 
Tiding  a  supply  of  timber  to  be  seasoned,  and  other 
materials  for.future  use  in  the  constmctimi  of  do^s, 
or  in  laying  the  foundation  of  Bchoola  for  naval 
education,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congren  either 
those  measures  may  appear  to  claim  the  preference. 

Of  the  small  portions  of  this  navy  engaged  in  ac* 
tual  service  during  the  peace,  squadrons  have  con- 
tinued  to  be  maintained  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in 
the  West  India  seas,  and  in  the  Mediterranean ;  to 
which  has  been  added  a  small  armament  to  cruise 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.  In  all  they 
have  afforded  protection  to  our  commerce,  have 
contributed  to  make  our  country  advantageoody 
known  to  foreign  nations,  have  honorably  employed 
multitudes  of  our  seamen  In  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  have  Inored  numbers  of  yontha  of  tlw 
rising  generation  to  lives  of  nianly  hwdihood  and 
of  nautical  experience  and  skill.   The  grades  with 
which  the  West  India  seas  were  for  several  yean 
infested,  have  been  totally  suppressed.    But  in  the 
Uediterranean  they  have  increased  in  a  manner 
afflictive  to  other  nations,  and  but  for  the  ocmtinnal 
presence  of  our  squadron,  would  probably  have 
been  distressing  to  our  own.    The  war  which  has 
unfortunately  broken  out  between  the  repnUic  of 
Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Brarilian  Government,  has 
given  rise  to  very  great  irregularities  among  the 
naval  officers  of  the  latter,  by  whom  princijues  in 
relation  to  blockades,  and  to  neutral  navigation, 
have  been  brought  forward,  to  which  we  cannot 
subscribe,  and  which  our  own  commanders  have 
found  it  neeessarj  to  rerist.   From  Um  frien^y 
diepodtion  toward  the  Uidted  States  constanUy 
manifested  by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  the  very 
useful  and  friendly  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  his  dominions,  we  have  rea- 
son to  beUeve  that  the  just  reparation  demanded 
for  the  injuries  sustained  by  several  of  our  dtixena 
from  soma  itf  hia  offieers,  will  not  be  withheld. 
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Abatraets  from  th«  recent  deipatches  of  tlie  com- 
— nrtorn  of  mir  iriTnral  ■umiTrnnn  ■rn  fiommnnlnatril 
with  the  rapott  of  the  SeereUrr  of  the  ^vrj  to 
OoogiMi. 

A  r^wrt  from  the  PoBtmuter  Qenenl  is  likewise 
C(namiiiucut«d,  preseating,  ia  a  faigbljr  satisikctoi7 
stuuier,  tbo  result  of  a  vigorous,  efficient,  and 
cconoqiical  administratiOQ  of  that  Department.  The 
rerenne  of  the  office,  even  of  the  year  including 
the  latter  half  of  1824,  and  of  the  first  half  of  1826, 
had  excettded  its  ezpentfitares  by  a  sum  of  more 
than  forty-five  ^ousaad  dollars.   That  of  the  suc- 
eeeding  year  haa  been  sUH  more  productire.  The 
htcreaae  of  the  reoeipts,  in  the  year  preeediog  the 
flnt  of  July  lastf  orer  that  of  the  year  before,  ex- 
ceeds one  hundred  and  Uurty-dx  thoosaDd  doUats, 
ud  the  excaas  oi  the  reeeipUoTer  the  expenditoree 
of  the  year  has  swofieD  from  ferty-Ave  thoosand 
to  nearly  eighty  thooHUid  dollars.    During  the 
■UM  penod,  oootracts  lor  additional  transportation 
of  the  miil  in  ataoes,  for  about  two  hundred  and 
«xty  thousand  mues,  have  been  made,  and  for 
Kventy  thousand  miles  annually,  on  horseback. 
Seren  hundred  and  fourteen  new  post-offices  have 
been  estabHahed  vitldn  the  year ;  and  the  increase 
oC  terenne  within  the  last  three  years,  as  well  as 
the  angmentatloa  of  the  tranqwrtatimi  by  is 
■tore  than  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  receipts 
•od  of  man  eonTeyance  at  the  eommeocement  of 
the  present  century,  when  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government  vras  removed  to  this  place.   When  we 
tefiect  that  the  objecu  effected  by  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  are  among  the  cboiceet  comforts 
■nd  aq}oymenta  of  aooal  ue,  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve tliat  the  diaemination  of  them  to  every  oo^ 
aer  of  our  country  has  outstripped  in  their  Increase 
even  the  rapid  march  of  our  population. 
^  Bj  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain,  respec- 
tirely  ceding  Louisiana  end  the  Floridas  to  the 
United  States,  provision  was  made  for  the  security 
of  land  Hxisa  derived  i^om  the  Goremments  of  those 
Bstions.   Some  progress  has  been  made,  under  the 
■adiocity  of  rarioos  acts  of  Congress,  ]n  the  as- 
eertainmeat  and  establishment  of  those  titles ;  and 
elairas  to  a  very  la^  extent  remain  una^nsted. 
The  poblio  fai^  no  less  than  the  just  rights  of  In- 
ftvidtiala,  and  the  interest  of  the  community  itself, 
tVtm  to  require  further  provi^n  for  the  speedy 
KtUement  of  those  claims,  which  I  therefore  re- 
commend to  the  core  and  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

In  conformity  with  the  proviaions  of  the  20th  of 
^7  last,  to  provide  for  erecting  a  penitentiary  in 
tbe  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  otber  parposes, 
three  commissioners  were  appointed  to  select  a  site 
far  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  for  the  district, 
uid  also  a  site  in  the  county  of  Alexandria  for 
a  comity  jaU ;  both  of  which  olffects  have  been 
ebcted.  The  building  of  the  pmitentiary  bos  been 
CMnaenced,  and  is  in  such  a  degree  of  forward- 
Msi  as  to  promise  that  it  will  be  completed  before 
tbe  meeting  of  the  next  Congress.  Tnis  considera- 
*i<nt  points  to  the  expediency  of  maturing,  at  the 
pesent  session,  a  ^stem  for  the  regulation  and 
lorenuDcnt  of  the  pniitentiary,  and  of  defining  the 
dua  of  oQeoces  which  shall  be  punishable  by  con- 
"Kmeat  io  this  edifice. 

Id  douug  this  communication,  I  trust  that  it  will 
oot  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  the  occasion  and 
(vposes  upon  which  we  are  here  assembled,  to  in- 
■VB  iMNBeBUry  retrospect,  comhinhig,  In  a  rii^ 
You  IX.— 18 


elaoce,  tbe  period  of  our  origin  as  a  national 
confederation  widi  that  of  oar  present  existenoe,  at 
tbe  prooise  interval  of  half  a  century  fnaa  eiich 
other.  Since  your  lost  meeting  at  this  ]riace,  the 
fiftieth  onnivefsary  of  the  day  whan  our  independ- 
ence was  declared,  has  been  celebrated  through* 
out  our  land;  and  on  that  day,  when  every  heart 
was  boimding  with  joy,  and  every  voice  was  tuned 
to  gratulation,  amid  the  blesrings  of  fireedom  and 
independence,  which  the  rires  of  a  former  age  have 
handed  down  to  their  children,  two  of  the  prindpol 
actors  in  that  solemn  scene,  the  band  that  penned 
tbe  ever-memorable  declaratioo,  and  the  voice  that 
sustained  it  in  debate,  were,  by  one  summons,  at 
the  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles  from  each 
other,  caHed  before  the  Judge  of  all,  to  account  for 
thdr  deeds  done  upon  earth.  They  departed, 
cheered  by  the  bmedletions  thdr  eountty*  te 
whom  they  left  tbe  fnheritanea  of  thdr  Cum,  and 
the  memory  of  their  bright  example.  If  we  turn 
oar  thoughts  to  the  condition  of  their  country,  in 
the  contrast  of  tiie  first  and  lost  day  of  that  half 
century,  hbw  resplendent  and  sublime  is  the  transl- 
tion  from  gloom  to  glory  1  Then,  glancing  through 
tbe  same  lapse  of  time,  hi  the  eonntion  the  ui' 
dividuals,  wo  see  the  first  day  marked  with  the  M- 
ness  and  vigor  of  youth.  In  the  pledge  of  th^rKves^ 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  the  cansa 
of  freedom  and  mankind.  And  on  the  lost,  extend- 
ed on  the  bed  of  death,  with  but  sense  and  senri- 
biUty  left  to  breathe  a  last  aspiration  to  Heaven  of 
bleanng  upon  their  country;  may  we  not  humbly 
hope,  that  to  them  too,  it  was  a  pledge  of  tnamr 
tion  Cbom  f^oom'  to  glory;  and  that  while  their 
mortal  Testnenta  were  siaUnc  into  the  dod  of  the 
valley,  thdr  emancipated  eiums  were  aseentUag 
to  tbe  bosom  of  thur  Godl 

The  Hessage  vas  read ;  and,  oa  motion  cf 
Ur.  HouiEB, 

Ordered,  That  three  thoosand  copies  of  the 
said  HeaBBagei,  and  fifteen  hnndred  copies  of  the 
documents  aooomponying  it,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  December  8. 
JPrdimmary  Satinm, 

The  following  modern,  hy  Kr,  On&iBiRBf 

was  taken  up : 

Retoiued,  That,  In  the  appointment  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees,  the  Senate  will  proceed  by  sever- 
ally appointing  tiie  Ch^rman  of  each  committee, 
and  then  by  one  ballot  for  the  other  members  ne- 
cessary to  complete  Uie  aune ;  and  a  m^ority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given  shall  be  necessary 
to  tbe  choice  of  chairman.** 

A  short  disGOSsion  took  place  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  mode  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
in  which  tho  mover  aiul  Kessrs.  Johhsox,  m 
Kentucky,  Bexton,  IfAOfmr,  Vas  Sdben,  and 
Houus,  took  part 

The  miestton  being  then  taken  on  the  resolo- 
tion  of  Ifr.  Oiuvbkrs,  it  was  decided  In  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Batenwn,  Bell,  Bouligny,  Cham- 
Iten^  Chase,  Caayton,  Edwardi^  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
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Holmes,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Knight,  Uarka,  Noble, 
Beed,  Robbios,  Rodney,  Rugbies,  Sutdford,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Thomu,  Van  Buren, 
TOlIey— 25. 

Natb. — MesBW.  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Frndlay,  Hayne, 
Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kano,  Macon,  Rowan,  Smith  of  S. 
Tazewdl,  White,  WiUiaou,  Woodbury— Ifl 

Acljonraed  to  IConday. 


Tusffl)A.T,  December  13. 
ImpritOTtmmt  for  D^L 

Mr.  JomraoN,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  swd, 
that  he  had  given  notice  a  few  days  since  that 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  for  the 
abolition  Iroprisonnieiit  for  Debt  He  hoped, 
In  now  ftilfilling  his  engagement,  it  would  not 
be  considered  an  intmdon,  if  he  delayed  the 
Senate  with  a  few  brief  introductory  remarks. 
If  he  hod  entertained  a  single  doubt  as  to  the 
daim  of  the  sol^ect  to  attention,  either  as  re- 

tarded  principle  or  expediency,  he  should  not 
ave  been  so  confident,  or  bo  persevering,  in 
pressing  this  measure  upon  the  Senate.  The 
subject  had  already  been  agitated,  and  met  the 
approbation  of  a  m^}ority  of  the  body.  But, 
on  a  former  occasion,  time  was  not  afforded  for 
a  final  decision.  Imprisonment  for  debt  bad  no 
advocates  among  the  generous  and  enlightened 
portions  of  onr  elticms;  it  had  no  adrooates 
among  the  generous  or  benevolent  classes  of 
mankmd,  in  any  country.  Kor  had  it  been 
considered,  by  snch  men,  other  than  a  bar- 
barous custom,  since  the  days  of  Greece  and 
Bome,  when  a  debtor  and  his  whole  family  irere 
•old  into  slavery,  for  the  satisfacdon  of  a  debt 
which  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  discharge. 
To  Hr.  J.,  imprisonment  for  debt  seemed  as 
horrible  as  the  Spanish  Inquisition ;  they  were 
both  ni^UBtifiable  before  God  and  man;  nor 
was  the  Inquisition  more  disgraceful  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  than  was  the  barbarous 
custom  of  imprisoning  harmless  debtors  in  this 
free  and  enlightened  country.  He  believed  im- 
prisonment for  debt  had  caused  as  many  sighs 
and  tears  from  the  wretched  sufferers  under  its 
inflictions,  as  the  Inquisition-^that  mighty  in- 
'stmment  of  the  baseness  and  power  of  tyranny ; 
and  nothing  but  deep-rooted  pr^ndice  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  perpetuated  it  in  en- 
lightened and  liberal  Governments. 

It  hod  been. his  unhappy  lot  to  seo  a  free 
man,  who  had  fought  for  his  country— a  man 
who  was  not  meant  by  nature  for  a  slave,  but 
who  was  bom  to  the  possession  of  the  liberty 
which  be  loved — walking,  dejected,  throagh 
the  pnblio  street,  a  prisoner,  attended  by  a  pet- 
ty officer,  because  he  had  forfeited  his  bond, 
and  was  unable  to  meet  an  obligation  made 
with  honest  intentions.  By  some,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  change  this  system ;  but  it  would  not 
M  sufficient  for  him  to  go  home  to  his  constit- 
uents, who  had  ennoldea  thenuelTes  by  eutirdy 


[Dbckhbeb,  1826. 

abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  say  thtt 
tbere  were  insuperable  difficulties  to  obstrntl 
the  passage  of  his  bill ;  that,  great  as  the  eril 
confessedly  was,  there  was  no  remedy  within 
the  reach  of  Congress.  This  wonld  not  be  Ht* 
isfactory  :  for  he  had  never  read  in  any  news- 
paper, and  had  never  heard  from  anypditi- 
cian,  or  even  from  a  stump  orator,  one  sen- 
teuM,  BO  far  denying  the  inherent  freedom  of 
man,  as  in  any  manner  to  advocate  imprison- 
ment for  debt 

Id  the  picture  of  London,  Mr.  J.  said,  which 
had  lately  accidentally  fallen  into  his  hand^ 
he  had  read  a  description  of  a  monument  erect- 
ed in  honor  of  the  benevolent  Howard.  Thy 
was  a  monnment  built  to  his  memory  t  ¥lut 
had  he  done  to  merit  sndi  disdncticmt  He 
visited  ai^  cheered  the  prisons  of  tiie  mifortii* 
nate ;  he  alleviated  the  distresses  of  individiult 
torn  fhmi  their  fHends  by  the  merciless  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  And  such  a  raonument 
would  never  have  perpetuated  his  memory, 
had  not  imprisonment  for  debt  been  acknowl- 
edged as  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  human- 
ity. Should  it  not,  then,  if  such  condact  was 
applauded  in  the  subject  of  a  monarchy,  be 
improved  and  imitated  by  a  free  and  generoiu 
people? 

Ur.  J.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  go  at  loigtb 
into  the  subject  at  present ;  and  he  ;relied  oa 
his  venerable  friend  from  Nortii  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Maoon,)  and  other  of  his  fellow  Senators,  whose 
opinions  corresponded  with  his  own,  to  support 
and  asidst  him  m  hweafter  ^senaaing  the  mer^ 
its  of  this  bill  He  should  dose  with  a  feir 
more  remarks.  He  looked  upon  imprisonment 
for  debt  to  be  equally  a  violation  of  the  Decl*- 
ration  of  Independence  and  of  theConstitndoD, 
as  would  be  uie  erection  of  an  established  re- 
ligion. It  equally  violated  the  principles  for 
which  our  fathers  shed  their  best  blood.  It 
violated  the  rights  of  man,  as  defined  by  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  by  chaining  him  in  sol- 
itude, and  debarring  him  from  the  use  of  bis 
locomotive  powers ;  and  he  asserted  that  tto 
system  of  imprisonment  had  its  origin  in  ioAh 
cial  usurpation.  He  would  go  no  farther  Mcfc 
than  to  its  origin  in  Englano^  to  prove  this  po- 
sition. In  a  remote  period  of  the  historr  of 
that  nation,  it  would  bo  found  that  the  courts 
assumed  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  body  on 
'  mesne  process,  and  although  this  right  was 
continually  restrained  by  Parliament,  it 
length  became  authorized  by  l<nig  practice,  and 
by  the  Government. 

This  barbarous  custom,  which  had  been  cop- 
ied by  us  from  England,  had  its  origin  in  usiii7>- 
ed  power.  Should  this  country,  then,  go  on 
to  sanction  it?  Would  it  not  rather  be  but 
acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  justice  too 
humanity,  to  abolish  it  entirely  ?  In  the  conree 
of  the  proceedings,  it  would  bo  assumed  and 
established,  that  philanthropic  and  liberal  iin*i>^ 
had,  in  every  ago,  denounced  it,  and  that, 
wherever  it  existed,  it  was  supported  by  u 
aristocracy,  at  war  with  rational  liber^, 
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by  the  craelty  of  hard-hearted  creditors.  His- 
tory would  show  that  it  had  fomented  discon- 
tcQts,  which  ended  in  revolt  and  bloodshed; 
and  it  would  be  shown  to  be  in  ntter  violation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
ironld  be  established,  that,  where  imprison- 
ment for  debt  had  been  abolished,  a  salutary 
restraint  upon  undue  credits  had  ensued.  A 
more  equitable  and  mure  confidential  state  of 
thin^  existed  in  the  relations  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  honor  and  Justice  had  taken  the 
place  at  vengeance  paauiaff  for  the  ponnd  of 
lleab,  to  be  cat  off  nearest  tha  heart  It  oonld 
be  shown,  that,  wherever  this  ^stem  had  been 
aboli^ed,  the  chanffe  had  been  attended  by 
the  most  beneficial  effeota,  instead  of  those  evil 
consequences,  which  many  of  the  enemies  of 
this  bul  anticipate. 

Believing  these  facts,  Ur.  3.  caDed  on  the 
wisdom  and  the  patriotism  of  the  Senate,  to 
aid  him  in  abolistiing  a  feature  of  the  laws 
trhich  could  be  shown  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
country,  and  a  relic  of  despotism,  which  it  be- 
came their  duty  to  obliterate.  On  a  former 
occasion,  he  hod  hoped  that  this  subject  would 
meet  with  more  courtesy  than  was  then  ex- 
tended to  it  by  his  brother  Sratators,  He  had 
bad  an  up-hill  task  ever  Mnoe  he  first  proposed 
tbe  subject,  and  had  obtained,  its  introduction 
with  great  difficulty.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
not  a  parliamentary  practice,  when  a  member 
proposed  a  new  subject,  to  treat  it  at  least  with 
lotience  and  forbearance  t  And  did  not  his 
Beat  entitle  his  proposition  to  be  treated  with 
proper  attention!  As  to  the  committee  to 
which  the  matter  should  be  referred,  he  was 
not  solicitous  to  be  one  of  its  members ;  he  did 
not  care  if  he  never  served  upon  a  committee 
agiuD,  so  far  as  the  honor  of  the  appointment 
went  His  only  wish  in  this  case  was,  that  the 
bill  might  be  pnt  into  the  hands  of  a  committee 
— whether  roedal  or  not,  he  was  not  particn- 
Iv;  bnt  at  ul  events,  that  the  matter  should 
be  ddtberated  npon. 

Hr.  J.  condnded,  by  remarkhig  that  fbo  re- 
ntainder  of  his  term  of  service  as  a  Senator, 
embraced  three,  years,  and  in  that  time  he 
wished^  this  bill  to  be  fully  acted  upon.  What- 
ever might  be  the  decision  upon  its  merits,  ho 
should,  as  was  his  duty,  submit.  But,  while  that 
decision  was  suspended,  thinking,  as  he  did,  he 
ftlt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  press  tlie  subject  to  an 
Issue.  He  repeated  that,  on  a  former  occasion, 
it  met  with  obstructions  which  he  had  not  al- 
lowed himself  to  expect;  and  it  had  caused 
bim  tbe_  deepest  regret  that,  on  a  subject  on 
wluch  his  conceptions  weraso  clear,  and  which 
seemed  to  him  so  unquestionable,  he  should 
nave  to  encounter  hostile  opinions.  But  ha 
bt^ed,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  be  more  for- 
^te ;  and  that  the  Senate  would  grant  him 
K  committee  as  favorable  as  poraible ;  and  then, 
that  the  bill  might  be  rejected — or  pass,  to  tho 
bnmortal  honor  of  this  assembly. 

Hr.  JonKsoN  then,  having  obtained  leave,  in- 
duced the  bill,  vHck  was  twice  read  by 


general  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 


Fbidat,  December  29. 
Invettigation  of  the  Official  Conduct  t^f  the 
Vice  Pretidmt,  when  Secretary  at  War. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Viob  Pbxbi- 
DEST,  was  read  Dy  the  Secretary : 
"  7b  the  Secntmy  o/the  Senate: 

"Sib:  Having  addressed,  this  mornini^,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  communicatioo  which 
mar  claim  an  investigation  of  my  official  conduct 
while  ia  the  discharge  of  Uie  duties  of  ^  Depart- 
ment of  War,  you  will  please  make  known  to  the 
Senate,  that  a  sense  of  propriety  forbids  me  from 
resamiog  my  statioa  till  the  House  lias  disposed  of 
this  subject. 

"  very  reapectfiiUy,  I  am  yours,  &c. 

J.  C.  GuHorv. 

Washisoton,  Z9th  December^  1826." 

3[r.  Benton  mode  a  motion  that,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  investigation  alluded  to  in  the 
letter,  when  the  Senate  do  adjourn,  it  at^joom 
till  Tnraday ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  Jannary  2, 1827. 
EUetUm  of  Prendent  of  th«  Senate^  pro  tem. 
At  half  past  twelve  o'cIock,the  Vice  President 
not  appearing  to  take  the  chair  of  tho  Senate, 
Mr.  Holmes  rose,  and,  addressing  the  Secre- 
tary, moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  iha 
election  of  a  President,  pro  tempore. 

The  question  being  put  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Secretary,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  ncm.  eon., 
and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  number  given  in  was  forty-six— 
necessary  to  a  choice,  twenty-four. 

Mr.  Macon  having  received  a  m^ority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate,  ^nv  tem- 
pore, and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  made 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  took  Ms  seat. 


TrnTBSDAT,  January  4. 
The  Taxoo  Purehxue, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbiss,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tho 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  Direct- 
ors of  tho  New  England  Mississippi  Ijind  Com- 
pany, (a  long  Btflnding  claim,  growing  out  of 
the  Yazoo  purchase,  the  nature  of  which  has 
heretofore  been  often  stated.  The  bill  directs 
the  payment  to  the  Company  of  $96,403.) 

In  support  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Bobbins  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows: 

I  will  state  the  grounds  Thioh  have  induced 
the  committee  (that  ia,  a  mtOoritr  of  them)  to 
report  in  favor  of  this  petition ;  the  Senate  will 
jnc^e  of  the  efficiency  of  those  grounds. 

^e  United  States  made  an  agreement  with 
the  petitioners,  (I  speak  according  to  the  legal 
effect  of  thor  rmpective  and  mutoal  aots,)  that, 
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If  the  petitioners  would  release  their  title  to 
the  lands  in  question  to  the  United  States,  that 
the  United  States  woold  pay  the  petitioners 
therefor  a  certun  amount  of  money ;  provided 
that  title  was  found  to  he  ft  good  and  legal 
titie.  The  release  was  accordingly  exeonted  in 
due  form  of  law. 

^e  United  States  futtitated  a  Board,  to  ex- 
amine this  title ;  and  the  Board  dedded  in  fa- 
vor of  the  title  as  to  about  nine-tenths  of  the 
land,  and  agunst  the  titie  as  to  the  other  tenth. 
The  decision  as  to  this  tenth  is  plainly  errone- 
ous ;  the  Sapreme  Court  have  so  decided ;  the 
Bou^  itself  has  become  so  sensible  of  it,  that 
they  have  certified  to  the  same  effect ;  that  is, 
two  out  of  three,  and  they  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors of  the  Board.  Indeed,  the  rule  by  which 
the  Board  decided,  is  so  obviously  inapplicable 
to  the  case,  that  every  mind  must  see  the  im- 
propriety of  the  application.  Tfaey  decided 
upon  the  title,  not  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
Where  the  titie  was  created ;  not  by  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  where  the  titie  was  trans- 
ferred; but  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and 
vhioh,  as  to  the  principle  by  which  they  de- 
cided, is  peculiar  to  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and 
nnknown  both  to  the  laws  of  Georgia  and  of 
Massachusetts.  The  laws  of  Maryland,  surely, 
could  not  affect  a  titie  created  by  the  laws  of 
Georgia,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  laws  of 
Georgia. 

The  Supreme  Court  have  decided  that  the 
titie  of  the  petitioners  was  a  good  and  legal 
title.  Then  the  release  of  the  petitioners  did 
operate  to  vest  in  the  United  States  a  good  and 
legal  titie  to  these  lands ;  to  this  tent^  as  well 
as  to  the  other  nine-tentiis.  The  omj  good 
and  li^al  title  which  the  United  States  have  to 
these  lan^  is  derived  from  that  release ;  and 
the  grantees  of  the  United  States,  if  ever  called 
upon  to  defend  themselves  in  their  grants, 
must  defend  on  the  titie  of  the  United  States, 
derived  from  that  release.  This  being  so,  it 
appeared  to  the  committee  (I  mean  to  a  majority 
of  them)  to  be  impossible,  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  justly  entiUed  to  this  money. 
The  United  States  were  to  pay  for  a  good  and 
legal  titie  from  them ;  they  have  got  a  good 
and  legal  titie  from  them. 

As  to  this  tenth,  the  Board  decided  that  it 
belonged  partiy  to  tiie  United  States,  and  part- 
ly to  certain  individuals:  about  three-fourths 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  finurtfa  to 
these  individuals.  As  it  repots  those  individ- 
uals, the  committee  were  or  opinion  that  the 
decision  most  stand,  and  they  report  accord- 
ingly. They  think  it  must  stand,  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  Board,  as  to  those  individuals,  is 
made  final,  and  as  the  money  has  actually  been 
p^d  to  them.  The  decision  is  not  only  made 
final,  as  to  them,  hut  it  has  been  executed  as  to 
them.  By  this  loss,  therefore,  the  petitioners 
must  abide ;  the  amount  paid  to  those  individ- 
nals  is  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  With  this 
deduction  from  the  claim  of  the  petitwnera,  we 
think  thdr  claim  ouf^t  to  be  allowed ;  the  ns- 
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idue  is  about  ninety-five  thousand  dollars.  Thit 
money  is,  I  understand,  now  iu  the  Tnasarj, 
originally  appropriated  to  this  purpose,  and 
not  since  appropriated  to  any  other.  Thar 
claim,  therefore,  can  be  satisfied  without  aaj 
new  appropriation ;  and  to  withhold  it  would 
be,  as  It  appears  to  us,  incon^stent  with  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  incunbent  on  me  to 
anticipate  the  objections,  in  order  to  answer 
them,  which  may  l>e  raised  against  this  report; 
I  think  it  proper  first  to  hear  thenk  And  for 
this  purpose  I  will  now  eive  way. 

Mr.  Kakb  said,  that  tiie  large  amount  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  individual  use; 
upon  grounds  connected  with  the  Tazoo  land 
speculation,  had  induced  him  to  examine  th« 
subject  with  some  care ;  and  whilst  he  claimed 
to  participate  in  the  just  and  general  rcgiu^ 
paid  to  the  judgment  of  the  Judiciary  Cooimit- 
tee,  this  inquiry  had  produced  in  his  mind  a 
strong  impression  against  passing  the  bill.  The 
question  was  not  new  to  the  Senate.  Thesanit 
committee,  (although  not  composed  of  the  same 
members  entirely,)  in  1823,  reported,  in  de- 
cided language,  against  the  claim.    Upon  * 
state  of  facts,  which  no  tmbsequent  oocurrence 
had  varied,  the  Judiciary  C(»nmitteea,  of  the 
last  and  present  sessions,  hod  advised  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money.   He  considered  their  re- 
ports to  be  defective  and  unsatisfactory,  inas- 
much as,  in  his  opinion,  they  took  a  view  bj 
for  too  limited,  of  the  facts  which  made  up  the 
history  of  that  extensive  speculation.  The  ces- 
sion act  of  Georgia,  the  laws  of  Congress  Eoh- 
seqnently  enacted,  and  the  proceedings  under 
them,  were  stated  with  proper  aconracy,  and 
constituted,  in  the  opinion  «  the  committer 
the  snffident  foundations  of  the  claim.  Amore 
general  survey  of  the  facts  had  produced  in  im 
mind  this  result :  that  all  the  claim  or  title  <^ 
the  purchasers,  nnder  the  act  of  Georgia,  to 
Yazoo  lands,  mnst  be  looked  upon  as  property 
obtiuned  in  consequence  of  a  fraudulent  tuvan- 
tage  over  the  laws  of  the  land.   He  spoke  of  it 
as  a  froud,  because,  indeed,  it  was  such,  and  of 
the  most  pernicious  kind,  corrupting  in  its  pro- 
gress the  very  fountuns  of  le^slation.  Tbe 
title  was  of  an  onomaloos  nature,  which  existed 
only  because  of  the  want  of  power  in  tiie  coarts 
of  the  country  to  pronounce  upon  the  ntotlTOi 
of  tite  Georgia  Le^^ure.  On  a  second  viov 
of  the  8nl{jec^  it  appeared  to  him  that  Has 
fhtndulent  advantage  nad  been  lost  in  the  acts 
of  mutual  reference  and  final  decidon,  and  lo^ 
too,  mudi  more  fairly  than  it  was  obtuneu. 
And  now,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  the  Ts- 
zoo  speculators  were  placed  brfore  Congress 
upon  the  same  footing  with  other  claimants,  to 
succeed  upon  grounds  of  justice  alone.  Bat  «s 
to  the  intrinsic  justice  of  this  claim,  the  report 
was  as  silent  as  the  grave ;  and  in  that  it 
deficient.   To  establish  this  position  he  TODld 
go  over  the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  year  179£  in  the  month  of  Febnsry, 
the  Legialatnre  of  Getnigia  sold  to  foaroomp*- 
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uies  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  that  State 
west  of  the  Alabama  River,  comprising  forty 
millions  of  acres,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars.    The  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company  parohased  so  mudi  of  this  tract  as 
lar  between  th«  Tombigbee  and  Mianasippi 
Rivera,  for  one  hundred  and  fttty  tlioasaQd  doV 
lars.    He  had  nerer  heard  a  doubt  expressed 
that  this  transaction  was  effected  by  the  corrup- 
tion of  both  parUes  to  the  sale.   One  &ct  was 
rafficient  to  characterize  the  sale  as  a  fraud ;  it 
was,  that  every  member  of  either  House,  who 
voted  for  the  bill,  bat  one,  was  interested  in 
the  project.    One  month  before  the  sitting  of 
the  Legt^ture,  of  the  succeeding  year,  this 
company  sent  an  agent  to  Boston,  who  sold  to 
a  company  formed  in  New  England,  all  right 
and  title  to  these  lands,  giving  to  those  pnr- 
ehasers  a  peculiar  deed,  which  he  would  here- 
after ttotioe — ^the  whole  purchase  money  to  be 
paid  in  three  years,  the  first  instalment  in  the 
fallowing.   It  was  essential  to  remark, 
fliat  this  sale  was  effected  jast  one  month  pr«- 
Tioos  to  the  meeting  of  the  Georgia  Legislit* 
tore,  and  that  the  first  instalment  was  not  due 
until  the  next  May.   The  Wislature  of  1796 
was  convened.   It  was  formed  of  different  men 
from  those  of  the  preceding  session,  of  men 
elected  by  a  people  who  had  been  grossly  de- 
fraaded  by  their  agents.   They  took  this  mat- 
ter into  severe  consideration,  and,  after  stating 
the  frauds  and  injuries  which  their  constituents 
had  suffered,  by  the  act  of  their  predecessors, 
they  passed  a  bill  to  rescind  that  act ;  thereby 
abrogating,  as  far  as  was  in  their  power,  all 
truuotions  under  its  pretended  authority. 
The  rescinding  bill  contuned  a  clause,  which 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  ol  Geoivia 
to  pnUish,  throngbont  the  United  States,  Sie 
^taage  of  that  law,  the  object  of  which  was,  to 

S'n  to  the  whole  world  a  knowledge  of  the 
ctflL  Notwithstanding  the  pnblication  of  tliis 
sot,  several  montlis  previous  to  the  Ume  at 
which  the  instalments  became  due,  the  New 
England  purchasers  paid,  in  May,  the  first  in- 
•talment  of  two  cents  per  acre,  and  received 
from  the  Geoi^ia  Oompany  the  debts  which 
had  been  drawn  in  January,  and  Iain  in  escrow 
mitil  that  time.  He  hod  given  this  statement, 
to  show  the  nature  of  the  q>eculations,  as  well 
regard  to  one  company  as  the  other.  And, 
ne  mtdntained  that  tbe  New  England  Compa- 
ny bod  no  better  right  to  indemnification  than 
w6  Georgia  Oompany ;  for  th^  were  purcha';- 
ws  with  a  fall  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent 
oianner  in  which  the  act,  authorizing  the  sale, 
had  been  passed. 

[tf  r.  K.  then  narrated  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  subse- 
■laeat  to  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia, 
which  ceded  the  Yazoo  lands  to  the  United 
States,  until  the  act  of  April,  1814,  when  the 
>naa  of  1,500,000  dollars  was  appropriated  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land,  as  indem- 
i^cotion  to  the  clmmants  of  ^ose  lands.] 
A  Board  of  OommiaidQuen^  said      Sl,  was 
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appointed  to  decide  upon  the  claims ;  the  de- 
cision was  to  be  final,  and  the  Commissioners 
were  required  to  form  their  opinions  upon  prin- 
ciples of  both  law  and  equity  and  were,  more- 
over, bound  thereto  by  oath.  The  claims  were 
submitted,  and  a^ittod,  with  the  exception  of  ft 
claim  to  indemnify  for  nine  hundred  thousand 
acres,  which  was  resisted  both  by  the  Geoi^a 
Company  and  by  the  United  States;  by  Uie 
former,  on  the  ^ound  that  the  New  £i^;Und 
Company  had  not  paid  the  purchase  money, 
and  that  the  Georgia  Company,  consequently, 
held  an  equitable  lien  upon  it ;  and,  by  the  lat* 
ter,  on  the  ground,  that  the  land  had  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Georgia,  and  that 
tbe  membOTB  of  tbe  Geot^ia  Company  had 
either  relinquished  their  claims  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  or  the  United  States.  The  New 
England  Company  replied,  that  their  grantors 
had  been  fally  paid,  by  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  nwotiable  notes  of  its  several 
members;  bntai£mitted  that  these  notes  had 
not  been  pMd  to  the  extent  alleged. 

Thus,  tAree  sets  of  claims  were  set  up  fijr 
this  amount  of  the  appropriation ;  one  founded 
upon  a  deed,  another  upon  a  fulure  of  con- 
sideratioD,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
founded  upon  the  facts  he  had  stated.  He 
would  submit  the  question  to  every  member  ' 
of  the  Senate,  (requiring  him  to  discard  the 
technical  notions  of  the  mw-schools,)  upon  the 
broad  grounds  of  natural  Justice,  Vfho  had  the 
better  right  f  Upon  these  grounds,  could  an 
allegation,  distinguishing  the  rights  and^  liabili- 
ties of  the  company  from  those  of  the  individ- 
uals oomptHdug  it,  avful  any  thing  f  These 
notes  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Geor^a 
ComMuy,  and  had  not  been  ne^tiated,  and 
remained  Unpaid.  Was  it  not  right  that  the 
parties,  in  reference  to  each  other,  should  be 

E laced  in  the  same  condition  as  though  no 
argain  had  taken  place,  for  the  property  not 
actually  paid  for  I 

The  Commissioners  gave  their  deciuon  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  Instead  of  placing 
the  decision  upon  the  broad  gronnds  ne  had 
adverted  to,  they  gave  a  reason  for  it,  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  it  was  unnecessary.  The 
doctrine  of  an  equitable  lien,  'as  asserted  by  the 
Georgia  Company,  was  sustained;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  has  been,  that,  in  all  discus- 
sions eonoemiug  this  decision,  the  reason  (^ven 
for  it  has  been  assiuled,  and  held  up  as  unsound 
and  fiJlacious.  This  was  not  the  only  instance 
of  a  good  decidou  for  a  bad  reason.  Bat,  said 
Mr.  K.,  it  is  no  inquiry  with  me,  whether  thi^ 
decision  be  right  or  wrong ;  nor  is  it  one,  in 
my  view,  at  all  materia  to  the  success  of  these 
petitioners.  Tlie  judgment  of  these  oommis^ 
sioners,  upon  all  legal  rights,  was  final.  They 
were  appointed  for  the  ultimate  settlement  of 
these  claims,  ond  must,  like  all  courts  of  special 
and  limited  jnrisdiction,  thus  constituted,  be 
allowed  to  have  acted  under  a  proper  sense  of 
their  rei^nsibilitiea  and  oaths.  According  to 
their  Ju^menti^  th^  did  settle  them,  and  that 
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advantage,  which  had  been  obtained  tn  the 
odiouB  manner  he  had  described,  was  sur- 
rendered by  the  agreement  of  all  parties,  and, 
baring  once  been  forfeited  hy  the  act  of  a  tri* 
bmial,  having  ample,  competent^  and  final  jnris- 
dioti<m,  there  was  an  end  to  all  right  of  com- 
plaint As  to  the  condosive  power  of  these 
GommlBsioners,  there  could  be  no  doubt ;  and  it 
vonld  haTe  been  a  strange  ooorse,  to  have 
Tested  them  with  less  than  final  jurisdiction. 
The  lair  so  expressed  it.  The  act  of  1814  had 
DO  other  purpose  in  view,  and  the  people  of 
the  ITniteid  States  supposed  that,  under  that 
law,  this  delicate  matter  had  been  arranged 
and  settled  forever.  One  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  had  been  appropriated,  to 
qniet  pretensions,  confessed  on  all  hands  to 
have  been  of  fraudulent  origin ;  a  tribunal  was 
created,  before  which  these  claimants  might 
have  appeared  or  not,  at  Uieir  election.  They 
did  ai^ear,  asserted  tiielr  demands,  and  did 
CTerj  other  act  to  manifest  their  willingness 
to  abide  its  determination.  Th^  reoeiTed  the 
monej  awarded  them,  and  thns  sealed  their 
lips  agunst  all  complaints  of  the  want  of  power 
in  the  judges.  Had  the  decision  been  against 
iha  United  States  for  every  dollar  of  the  money 
appropriated,  the  GK)vemment  was  without  a 
remedy.  And  shall  we,  asked  Hr.  set  aside 
a  decision  favorable  to  the  Government,  upon 
any  ground  ?  Yes,  on  one  ground,  and  on  that 
only — when  a  claim,  intrinsically  just,  shall 
appear  to  be  unsatisfied.  It  was  well  estab- 
lished, that  this  character  did  not  belong  to  the 
aabjeot  of  the  present  debate.  He  never  would 
do  an  act  which  might  be  oonstmed  into  an 
adndssion  of  the  pnnty  of  the  active  members 
the  old  Georgia  Oompany — ^nor  do  anch 
essential  i^jnry  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  take  money  from  their  pockets, 
to  reward  such  iniquity.  -And,  above  all,  he 
protested  against  the  revival  of  an  advantage 
Burreptitiously  obtained  over  the  laws  and 
property  of  his  country.  That  advantage  was 
now  eztinguishod,  and,  as  to  tlie  interesting 
qoalities,  "justice  and  equity,"  this  claim  was 
in  a  condition  of  the  most  absolute  destitution. 

He  had  said  he  could  produce  evidence  to 
«how,  that  the  claims  of  the  New  England 
Oompany  could  be  placed  on  no  better  footing 
tiian  those  of  their  grantors,  because  they 
must  have  been  equally  aware  of  the  A>aud  of 
the  act  under  which  the  whole  speculation  was 
^ondneted.  Why  were  they  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  transaction  ?  Because 
General  Washington,  by  a  public  Message,  de- 
livered to  Congress  one  month  alter  the  passage 
of  the  obnoxious  law,  and  eleven  months  pre- 
vious to  the  sale  to  the  New  England  Com- 
pany, put  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
upon  their  guard  against  speculating  under  that 
act.  The  rescinding  law  was  passed  and  pub- 
lished several  months  before  the  first  instal- 
ment of  tlie  pnrchase  money  was  paid.  And, 
be  would  not  state  to  the  Bonato  the  well-es- 
tabliahed  kw  in  refugee  to  such  payments. 


[JjUnrABT,  18t7. 

Had  these  people  been  Ignorant  men,  who 
could  not  read,  or  would  not,  as  s  matter  of 
course,  industriously  search  for  eveij  thiog 
published  about  a  q>ecalation  on  which  tbey 
were  intent,  a  different  conclusion  might  be 
drawn.  But  men  who  deal  in  millions,  are 
fiurly  chargeable  with  this  notion  before  an 
assembly  not  restrained  by  any  other  than 
considerations  suggested  by  the  dut^  of  obe£- 
enoe  to  ^e  constitution,  and  by  an  intercourse 
with,  and  a  knowledge  of,  men  and  things,  as 
they  really  are.  Could  it  be  believed,  that  the 
complainto  of  the  peoj^Ie  of  Georgia  bad  not 
reached  Boston  before  this  purchase  ?  Shoald 
we  adopt,  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  so  im- 
probable a  conclusion  f  Should  we  snppoee, 
that  the  notice,  enjoined  to  be  given  as  a 
matter  of  duty,  by  the  Governor  of  Georjps, 
was  not  given  ? 

There  was  one  other  fact  he  would  name, 
which  constituted  in  all  law,  human  or  divine, 
competent  and  credible  testimony,  to  wit :  the 
voluntary  confesdons  of  the  par^  faimsdC 
When  the  New  England  Company  dosed  their 
bai^in,  they  received  a  deed,  containing  a 
covenant,  which  Mr.  E.  would  read,  from  the 
elaborate  report  made  by  Messrs.  Madison, 
Gallatin,  and  Lincoln. 

[He  then  read  an  extract  from  the  deed,  by 
which  it  was  specially  covenanted,  that  there 
was  to  be  no  return  of  the  purchase  money,  in 
the  event  of  a  failure  in  the  title.1 

Could  it  be  said,  then,  resumed  Mr.  that 
the  New  England  Company  was  deoeived,  that 
their  eyes  were  not  open  to  the  contingency 
implied  by  this  clanse.  which  secured  the  Geor- 
gia Company  from  all  liability,  however  the 
act  of  the  Lenslature  might  be  construed  f 
The  deed,  in  substance,  spoke  tfa^  words,  and 
it  is  imnos^hle  they  could  have  been  misio- 
terpretea  or  misunderstood;  "We  are  .selling 
you  a  title  eeqnired  under  a  law  which  may 
turn  out  to  be  null,  on  account  of  our  villany, 
or  our  villany  may  so  far  transcend  any  thing 
foreseen  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  as 
to  be  beyond  all  control ;  in  either  event,  we 
keep  tie  money,  and  ^u  the  land,  if  you  can," 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  K.  observed,  that  he  felt 
every  disposition  to  appropriate  the  fiinds  of 
the  nation  to  the  payment  of  all  fair  clunis 
upon  its  justice  or  its  bounty,  and,  whenevw 
he  could  be  satisfied  by  arguments,  not  founded 
upon  trite  and  technical  nouons  of  metaphyactl 
law,  but  those  drawn  from  the  dictates  of  a 
plain  understanding,  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  allowed,  he  would  give  it  his  support  He 
wished  to  be  understood,  and  would  recall  to 
view  the  positions  he  had  taken. 

First.  No  title  was  originally  acquired  under 
the  Georgia  act  of  '96,  but  an  advantage,  which 
was  the  offspring  of  bribery,  which  could  not 
be  disregarded  in  a  court  of  law,  because,  for 
wise  reasons,  the  judicial  power  of  the  country 
did  not  extend  to  the  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Legi^ative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Geori^ 
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Second.  This  advantage  had  been  Tolantaril/ 
RQirendered,  and  entirely  eztiDgnished,  withoat 
■nr  fault  of  the  United  Statei. 

Third.  As  no  peonliar  incident  to  tiie  claim 
now-  existed,  It  mnst  be  settled  like  all  other 
duma,  upon  its  inhereot  merita. 

Foorih.  That,  neither  in  the  hands  of  the 
ori^nol  purchasers,  nor  of  the  New  England 
CompanT,  could  any  soch  merit  be  perceived. 

Mr.  Mills  remarked,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
continae  the  discussion,  or  to  answer  the 
elaborate  argnments  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  last  njoken.  He  mast  say,  however,  that 
be  thoaght  those  argnraenta  more  applicable 
to  the  bm  of  1814,  at  the  time  of  its  passage, 
than  to  cases  which  have  since  arisen  directly 
under  that  act  Bat,  as  no  gentleman  seemed 
now  prepared  to  answer  the  ol^eetions  offered 
to  the  bill,  he  would  move  to  make  it  the 
qteoial  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 

WMeh  motion  was  adopted. 

Fbidat,  JanoazyS. 
Soad  in  <A«  TtrrUory  of  ArhmtoM. 

The  bill  to  antiioiize  the  Prendent  of  the 
TTi^ted  States  to  cause  a  road  to  be  constructed 
from  Fort  Smith  in  Arkansas,  to  Nachitoches, 
in  Louisiana,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbnsbioks,  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  this  subject  was  read. 

"itx,  CiiANDLEB  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
imoont  of  the  sum  appropriated,  ($21,000,) 
which,  he  observed,  was  greater  than  the  esti- 
mate of  the  expeuses,  by  six  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  HE:n)BioEB,  in  answer,  read  from  the 
Tolaine  of  last  yearns  printed  documents  a  state- 
ment relative  to  the  necessity  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road. 

Ur.  Benton  said  that  he  considered  this  bill 
to  be  based  on  Jnst  and  equitable  principles. 
The  lands  through  Thioh,  and  to  which,  this 
Toad  was  to  run,  were  almost  excludvely  the 
property  of  the  United  States;  and,  until  a 
road  shonld  be  cut  to  lead  to  them,  they  would 
not  be  settled.  He  thoaght  that,  where  large 
tracts  of  land  were  owned  by  the  United  States, 
it  became  a  duty,  on  their  part,  to  open  facili- 
ties of  communication,  by  the  construction  of 
roads,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  other  land- 
holder. The  doctrine  had  long  been  sanction- 
«d  by  Congress,  and  the  proviaions  of  this  bill 
Mcmed  to  rest  on  plain  principles,  peculi^  to 
itteU;  which  pohitcd  ont  the  jastioe  of  the  ap- 
impriotiwi. 

Oa  tho  question  of  ordeiing  the  bill  to  be 
otgrossed,  a  divinon  was  culed,  when  the 
Senate  refused  to  concur — ^16  to  IS,* 

Adjourned  to  Ifondi^. 


TuESDAT,  January  9. 

l>aaf  and  Dumb  Atjfhim  in  Sentwk]/,  Jbe. 

The  UIl  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the 
t»o  townships  of  land  reserved  for  a  seminary 

*  Th»  un  WM  n!)e«t«d  bewue  on*  end  <rf  the  proposed 
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of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to 
complete  the  location  of  the  grant  to  the  Deaf 
and  Bomb  A^lnm  of  Eentnoky^  was  then 
taken  np. 

Hr.  Eaton  s^d  that,  last  year,  a  nmilar  bill 
was  passed ;  but,  by  some  error,  the  location 
of  one  of  the  townships  had  not  been  made, 
and  the  other  had  been  considerably  diminished 
by  rights  of  pre-emption.  The  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  settle  the  location  of  one  of  the 
townships,  and  to  empower  the  agent  of  the 
institution  to  select  from  other  lands  as  mnch 
as  had  been  abstracted  by  the  rights  of  pre- 
emption. 

Mr.  Kino  wished  to  inquire  why  the  loca- 
tion of  the  one  township  was  to  be  made  at  a 
distance  from  the  other,  and  why  this  bill  waa 
bronght  forward  to  ask  a  more  advantageous 
allotment  of  land  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tution <tf  Kentucky!  For  his  own  part,  htt 
was  not  pr^red  to  grant  the  land  to  that  in- 
stitution. He  had  understood,  at  the  time  this 
bill  was  passed,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
an  unfortunate  class  of  society ;  but  he  hod  no 
expectation  that  the  dum  for  that  class  of  per- 
sons would  be  brought  into  contact  with  the 
rights  of  other  individuals.  But  the  land,  said 
Mr.  E.,  had  all  been  selected  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  honest  and  industrious  settlers  of  Florida, 
and  much  of  it  belonged  to  those  settlers.  He 
did  not  wish  to  injure  those  settiers :  and  h« 
thoaght  the  unfiur  manner  in  which  the  sdeo- 
tiou  liad  been  made,  rendered  the  iosUtnUon 
nmleserving  of  the  boon  that  had  been  granted. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
relating  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  of 
Kentucky,  in  order  that  information  might  ba 
obtained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  selec- 
tion of  lands  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Eaton  sud  he  would  inform  the  gentle- 
man as  to  the  design  of  this  bill,  although  he 
was  not,  perhaps,  so  well  qualified  to  do  it 
satisfactonly  as  some  other  gentiemen.  If  tha 
Senate  intended  to  make  it  an  Indian  gift,  it 
would  perhaps  be  the  best  method  to  adopt  the 
motion  Just  proposed.  Bat,  if  that  body  meant 
to  act  in  good  mth,  that  oortdnly  was  not  tba 
course  to  M  pursued.  Should  the  Senate,  after 
having  granted  the  land  for  this  specific  olt}^ 
of  benerolmoe,  beoanse  by  error  the  locatioo 
had  been  made  upon  the  property  of  other  in- 
dividuals, and  thereby  the  subject  was  once 
more  subjected  to  legislation,  withdraw  thdr 
bounty,  and  say,  bocanse  an  error  had  thrown 
the  institution  Into  their  power,  take  back  the 
appropriation  ?  He  trusted  not.  If  there  was 
any  fault,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  must  have 
been  that  of  the  agent  He  made  the  seleo- 
tions,  and,  if  they  were  made  wrong,  cert^y 
the  blame  rested  upon  him.  But,  for  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  oondder  that  there  was  impro- 

£riet7  in  the  seleotion.  Tho  question  of  right, 
e  thou^t,  even  as  it  stood,  was  in  ftvor  of  tho 
deaf  ana  dumb  of  EentudEj.  Their  dum  ha 
considered  better  thu  those  of  tiie  settlers  of 
Xlor^  beoBOBO  the  lav  waa  paand  granting 


Deaf  aad  DmA  Aaglm  m  KwtwAgt 
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Hba  township  before  that  granting  the  lands  of 
the  Bettlers.  He  had  come  to  the  oonclasion, 
tiiat  the  law  which  was  first  placed  upon  the 
statote  book  gave  a  better  claim  than  a 
labseonent  law.  The  right  seemed  clearly  on 
the  noe  of  the  OoU^  of  Kentucky ;  but  the 
institution  did  not  contend  for  that  right,  and 
tii«r  moderation  in  de(diiuii|(  to  urge  what  they 
were  justly  entitled  to,  deserved  a  better  &to 
than  to  hare  the  grant  once  givoi  them  witli- 
<lrawn  altogether.  Bupponng  that  the  dann 
of  the  institntion  to  the  land  was  not  as  good 
as  Uie  ol^m  of  the  settlers,  still  snob  a  measure 
would  be  rigid  and  unjust.  The  act  passed 
formerly  enacted,  that  two  townships  should 
be  reserved,  and  one  had  been  reserved  on  the 
Finoagoida;  but  it  had  been  c<»isidered  ex- 
pedient to  change  the  location  of  the  township, 
and  another  had  beisn  selected.  This  was  done 
because  the  territory  was  supiKwed  to  be  divid- 
ed by  two  interests,  and  it  was  an  extensive 
tract  of  coontiy;  and,  as  tiie  grants  were  for 
two  inatitotions,  it  aeemed  desirable  that  they 
•honld  be  separate,  and  in  no  waj  mteifwe 
with  each  other. 

The  UU  was  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  a 
tldrd  reading. 


'WEDiresDAT,  January  10. 
3aU  of  EtMcmd,  Lead  Mina. 

The  bill  to  autliorize  the  President  to  expose 
for  sale  the  reserved  lead  mines,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  report 
of  the  comniittee  thereon  was  read.  [The 
eommittee  on  the  public  lands  had  recommend- 
ed the  indefiidto  postpoaeme^  oi  the  bill.] 

Mr.  Bnmm  said  it  was  now  four  years  rinoe 
lie  bad  brought  forward  a  qrstan  <n  measnres 
with  respect  to  the  sale  and  dispodtion  of  the 
pnUio  lands,  of  which  the  UH  under  oonsidem- 
tion  formed  a  part.  The  gr«Uest  dtffionlty  be 
had  met  with  m  the  proeeouUon  of  this  systom 
was  to  find  the  proper  time  for  doing  it.  He 
was  always  met  by  an  ol^eotion  as  to  the  time ; 
and  now,  as  heretofore,  there  was  a  propontion 
of  lnde6Bite  postponement,  because  the  present 
was  not  a  suitable  time.  He  expatiated  upcm 
this  species  of  objection,  as  more  fatal,  because 
often  insidious,  ui&n  direct  ol»}ecttoDs  in  front. 
He  considered  it  l^e  bane  of  legislatiiHi,  and 
instanced  the  numerous  failures  which  had  oc- 
ourred  in  the  British  Patliam«it  on  the  subject 
of  reform,  because  a  anitaUe  time  could  never 
befoimd. 

The  bill  had  onoe  reeled  the  favorable  do* 
drion  <rf  the  Senate  upon  it.  The  older  mem- 
bers— and  those  who  had  been  here  a  few 
years  might  be  counted  in  that  class — would 
recoUect,  that  the  policy  of  selling  out  these 
mines  and  tbrowing  them  into  the  mass  of 
private  property,  had  been  amply  discussed  in 
this  body,  about  four  years  ago,  and  sanctianed 
by  a  vote  almost  unanimous.  For  himself  he 
oonndered  tiie  whole  bnsiness  of  leasing  and 
renting  these  minei^  as  now  carried  cm,  to  be 


unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  by  the  cottst ruc- 
tion of  ttoy  law.  The  superintendent,  his 
clerks,  his  office,  and  solanes,  were  all  nn- 
known  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  wera 
created  by  establiahin^  a  constmctioa  upon  & 
construction,  an  implied  power  upon  an  im- 
plied power,  a  pretendon  upon  a  pretension. 
He  called  upon  Senatws  to  look  into  the  orijrin 
of  the  sunerintendenigr  over  lead  mines  in  Uis- 
Bouri,  and  they  would  find  it  to  be  withont  law^ 
and  abftve  law. 

He  adverted  to  the  power  delegated  to  tbe 
agent  to  make  reservatsons,  and  the  extent  of 
those  made.  The  law  authorized  the  reservft- 
tion  of  fntfMt,  and  everybody  knew  that  a  min* 
was  a  point,  a  pit  in  the  earth,  from  wbi<^ 
was  dug  cures  and  minerals.  Yet,  this  agenti 
instead  of  reserving  miiut,  was  covering  the 
face  of  the  country  with  reservations.  Be  took 
a  township  at  a  time,  with  houses,  farms, 
orchards,  and  arable  land.  In  this  way  he  had 
already  reserved  about  660,000  acres,  equal  to 
one  Uionsand  square  miles,  and  was  still  going 
on.  Patents  were  d«ued  to  fivmers,  whose 
lands,  purchased  at  pnblie  sale  flrom  the  United 
States,  were  thus  reserved ;  and  the  owner  had 
the  option  to  take  back  his  purchase  and  lose 
his  improvements,  or  go  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  a  tract  of  land  which  would 
not  pay  a  lawyer's  fee.  Such  a  policy  'was  not 
only  injurious  to  individuals,  but  to  the  whtde 
miueriJ  region  of  country. 

He  adverted  to  the  provisions  of  the  hill. 
They  directed  the  mines  to  be  advertised  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  for  six  months  before 
they  were  sold.  This  would  bring  bidders 
from  all  distances,  would  attract  capitalists 
from  all  quarters,  and  ensure  a  sufficient  com- 
petition at  the  sales.  It  would  bring  much 
money  into  the  treasury  for  property  which 
was  now  useless ;  but  he  considered  the  amonnt 
to  be  derived  from  the  sales,  as  a  trifle  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  which  would  accme  to  the 
Government  from  the  increased  wealth  and 
population  of  the  country. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  upon  articles  of 
foreign  production,  now  consumed  by  the 
miners,  was  worth  more  to  the  Government 
than  their  paltry  rents,  and  if  thrown  open  to 
individual  enterprise,  if  covered  with  large 
capitalists,  and  worked  on  a  scale  proportionate 
to  their  extent  and  value,  this  amount  of  duties 
would  be  proportionably  increased.  He  con- 
sidered the  wealth  of  the  Govwnment  to  con- 
nst  in  the  wealth  of  ita  dtizens,  and  Aat  it 
was  the  dn^  of  the  Government  to  promote 
the  wealth  of  its  citizens.  He  looked  upon 
the  present  mode  of  mana^ng  these  mines,  as 
a  species  of  tyranny  and  folly,  in  which  the 
rights  of  indiv^uals  were  invaded,  and  a  sover- 
eign Stete  injured,  wiHiontprofit  to  the  Federal 
Government. 

He  sfud  it  was  right,  occaraonally,  to  recur  to 
first  principles.  It  would  be  well  to  do  so  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  see  if  this  Federal 
Government  was  created  f<»  tiie  petty  buainesB 
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of  leasing  lead  mines  and  salt  springs.  Cer- 
taintj  it  was  created  for  no  such  insignificant 
purposes,  but  for  the  great  purposes  of  peace 
and  war,  and  foreun  rslatioos,  and  a  few  other 
oUects  of  uniTersu  conoera  to  the  whole  Uiu(m. 

Those  vho  framed  the  constitutioQ  would 
have  scouted  the  idea  of  making  the  Federal 
Government  a  lead-mine  digger,  and  a  saltr 
water  boiler ;  and  even  now  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution  to  ^ve  such  a  power, 
would  be  rejected  with  contempt.  Yet  we 
Gxeruse  the  power,  and  have  exercised  it  for 
many  years,  without  law  or  constitution,  but 
hj  instructions  from  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment The  lead  which  is  collected  is  sold  by 
igents,  although  by  the  constitution  it  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  can  only  be 
sold  by  an  act  of  Congress.  He  concluded  by 
nying  that  the  bill  was  well  guarded.  It  did 
not  compel  the  sale  of  the  mines,  hut  only  per- 
mitted It.  It  merely  removed  the  inhibition^ 
and  left  it  to  the  diswetion  of  tiie  President  to 
order  the  sales  as  he  should  think  proper.  He 
behoved  that  no  person  could  wish  to  see  this 
species  of  property  held  and  wielded  by  the 
Federal  Government.  He  rested  upon  the  for- 
mer undivided  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  &vor 
ti  delivering  up  these  mines  to  the  activity  of 
iudividnal  enterprise,  and  hoped  that  the  bill 
would  receive  their  favorable  consideration. 

Ur.  Babton  said,  that  he  should  offer  only  a 
few  remarks.  He  conudered  this  bill  as  good, 
and  as  well  drawn  as  could  be  wished ;  but  be 
did  not  agree  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  expe- 
dient, to  authorize  the  sales  of  the  lead  mines  at 
the  prraent  m<nnent.  This  Ull  made  it  the 
duty  of  the  Ezecntive  to  oanse  the  value  of  the 
miniM  and  their  adrantacea  to  be  eat  fbrtli  in 
advertisements.  Bnt  he  beliered  the  snrveys 
and  examinations,  to  enable  the  Government 
to  do  this,  were  now  making.  The  general  law 
had  specified  the  reserving  and  snrveylna  of 
lead  nunea;  but  had  not  pointed  oot  where 
those  mines  were.  The  system  which  had  been 
adopted  seemed  to  be  as  good  as  any :  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  following  up  a  course  of  measures 
vfaich  would  obtun  the  knowledge  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  provisions  of  this  bilL  The  infor- 
mation required  could  not  be  given  unless  ac- 
qaired  by  the  means  now  in  operation  by  the 
£xecative.  Whenever  that  should  have  been 
eSboted,  the  bill  oould  go  into  effect  beneficially, 
and  he  thoi^t  the  <^>eniag  these  mines  to 
tiie  whole  commonit^  wonld  be  highly  advan- 
tweous. 

Mr.  BmrroiT  remarked,  that,  twmty-  yearn 
ago,  the  United  States  wpointed  an  agent  to 
r^wrt  on  the  sal^ect  of  lead  mines.  He  had 
dcnie  so.  Besides,  it  was  within  bis  knowledge, 
that  a  Mr.  Austin,  engaged  in  mining,  had,  at 
the  request  of  the  tlnited  States,  made  a  report 
on  the  subject.  These  reports,  and  numerous 
others,  came  before  Hr.  Jefierson,  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  attentive  to  every  source  of 
aational  wealth.  There  were  many  other  re- 
pttts  in  the  handa  of  the  Qovenunent|  made 


by  persons  i^pointed  as  their  agents,  with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dolUirs,  whose  duty 
was  to  explore  and  superintend  these  minea. 
So  that  volnmes  of  reports  mnst  already  have 
been  made  upon  the  snlgect  <tf  theae  lead 
mines.  In  fiact,  a  volnme  of  reports  was  pab- 
lished about  three  years  nnoe.  That  this  mass 
of  intelligence  was  antheotio,  was  supported 
upon  the  authority  of  the  old  adage :  nobody 
sees  forther  into  the  millstone  than  he  who 
picks  it " — and  no  one  conld  be  supposed  to  be 
more  correct  than  penons  on  the  spot,  whose 
buunesB  it  was  to  survey  the  country  and  make 
reports  of  their  discoveries.  Reports  had  been 
mode  for  sixty  years — nay,  he  might  say  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years :  and  he  mun- 
toined,  that  at  this  moment,  there  was  as  much 
information  within  the  reach  of  the  Executive 
as  was  at  all  necessary.  The  abstract  which 
would  be  published  of  the  mines,  would  give 
cnon^  iniOTmation  to  the  general  and  nmn- 
terested  reader,  and  gfve  leading  hints  to  the 
person  designing  to  pnrcliase.  But  he  should 
nave  a  poor  opinion  ot  any  man  who  would 
invest  money  in  property  of  this  kind  ou  the 
faith  of  any  description,  without  going  to  the 
country,  and  examining  for  himself.  But  the 
bill  does  not  enjoin  upon  the  President  to  put 
up  the  property  for  sale  at  any  given  time ; 
and  those  who  had  confidence  in  the  President 
in  matters  of  far  greater  importance,  would 
surely  have  no  fear  that  he  would  injure  the 
interest  of  the  community  by  hurrying  the 
sales.  The  advertisement  would  go  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  a  person  who  was  di^osed 
to  invest  his  money,  would  go  to  the  ^aoe 
designated,  and  trust  to  his  own  ears  uid  eyee 
before  he  porchased,  and  wUh  a  Judgment 
formed  on  the  ground,  he  would  make  his  bar- 
gun.  Iliere  was  nothing  in  this  bill  to  prevent 
further  reports  from  coming  in.  It  was  care- 
fully guordedj  and  placed  in  the  President'a 
hands  the  entire  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  the 
sale, 

Ur.  Houns  did  not  rise  to  throw  light  upon 
the  subject,  for  he  confessed  he  was  completely 
in  the  dark  with  respect  to  it  He  had  always 
been  opposed  to  reserving  mines;  for  ho 
thought  they  ought  to  be  open  to  individual 
enterprise.  But,  he  thought,  if  he  now  under- 
stood the  gentieman  from  Missoiiri,  [Ur.  Bmr- 
TON,]  that  they  were  about  to  authorize  the 
President  to  sdl,  before  he  knew  what  be  was 
selling.  It  was  true,  the  purchaser  would 
know  all  abont  it.  But  that  would  be  no  re- 
commendation, as  it  would  place  the  parties  on 
an  inequality:  the  purchaser  would  know  the 
value  of  what  he  wa.t  buying,  but  the  Executive 
would  not  know  whot  it  was  selling.  He, 
therefore,  thought  Congress  ought  to  let  the 
President  know  wliat  he  had  to  sell,  before 
they  bestowed  the  authority  upon  liim. 

Mr.  Brntox  said,  that,  as  to  information, 
there  had  already  been  at  least  five  hundred 
pages  ])riuted  upon  the  sulyect, 

Mr.  H<HJiBa  repUed,  that  he  should  not  be 
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inclined  the  eooner  to  rely  on  this  infonnation 
from  its  quantity.  He  should  wish  to  have  a 
person  sent  to  make  a  general  and  accurate 
survey,  and  give  definite  information  before 
anj  Hile  was  made.  We  knew  that  a  great 
deal  had  been  printed — for  ure  were  fond  of 
displaying  oanelTes  on  paper :  bnt  he  wistied 
to  see  a  plan  with  the  proper  drawings,  maps, 
&c.,  before  the  matter  was  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentncky,  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  last  on  uie  floor.  It  did 
not  seem  to  Mm  absolutely  necessary  that  all 
the  particulars  of  the  property  should  he  point- 
ed  out,  before  it  was  exposed  to  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder.  "We  only  wanted  to  know  that 
there  were  lead  and  salt  mines :  to  know  that 
they  have  been  rented  by  the  United  States, 
and  what  they  would  produce.  Indeed,  all 
was  known  that  was  at  all  necessary.  Ho  had 
heard  sufficient  on  both  sides  to  convince  him 
that  the  President  might  go  and  sell,  and  re- 
ports still  continne  to  be  made.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  thia  nation  had  become  too  mnch 
likeaconnting-honse;  disposed  to  deal  in  many 
matters  of  detail  which  would  be  better  left  to 
be  transacted  by  individuals :  and  whenever  he 
found  aji  opportunity  to  lop  off  any  of  the 
branches  of  the  business  of  this  counting-house 
he  was  disposed  to  do  it.  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  these  matters  were  not  well 
managed,  aud  on  sound  principles — it  was  con- 
ducted by  agents,  and  if  tliey  were  sometimes 
actuated  by  improper  motives,  they  were  gen- 
erally honest  men.  The  principle  with  him, 
however,  operated  in  this  case.  Hero  was  a 
branch  of  the  business  of  the  Govemmont 
which  could  be  adrantageoody  lopped  off,  and 
in  a  matter  which  would  be  with  more  pro- 

S^ety  left  to  the  transaction  d  individuals, 
ne  word,  and  be  had  done.  It  would  be 
awuxling  to  the  several  States  a  dignity  and 
importance  in  the  management  of  their  local 
concerns,  to  resign  into  their  hands,  in  in- 
stances like  this,  the  disposition  of  their  prop- 
erty ;  in  order  that  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government  might  not  go  on  continually  in- 
creasing to  the  prejudice  of  the  affairs  of  those 
States.  The  committee  had  reported  in  favor 
of  the  bill — all  parties,  he  believed,  were 
agreed :  he  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
indefinite  postponement,  aud  should  vote  for 
t^e  paaaage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoANDUB  said  he  had  no  doubt  the 
President  would  use  sound  disoretjon  in  not 
bringing  the  whole  of  the  valuable  mines  into 
market  at  onoe,  and  thus  injure  their  value :  but 
he 'thought  it  better  to  insert  an  amendment, 
so  OS  to  authorize  him  to  bring  them  in  from 
time  to  time.  He,  tliereforo,  moved  to  lay  the 
hill  and  amendment  on  the  table ;  wblcli  was 
screed  to ;  and 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Soadt  in  the  Tsmtory  o/Miehigan. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called,  and 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  laying 


out  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was 
taken  up.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  Xhia 
subject,  in  the  other  House,  and  several  other 
documents,  were  read;  among  which  was  a 
letter  f^m  M^Jor-General  Brown. 

Kr.  Hendbiokb  sud,  that  he  could  only  n- 
commend  this  bill  to  Uie  Senate  by  observing 
that  the  improvements  contemplated  by  it  were 
of  the  most  vital  impt>rtance  to  the  portioa  of 
the  country  through  which  the  roa^  were  to 
pass;  and  that  they  came  before  the  Senate 
with  the  sanction  of  the  mifjority  of  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  CuANDLEE  observed,  that  he  should  wish 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  least  im- 
portant of  the  ODjects  contemplated,  as  our 
funds  were  not  in  the  most  prosperous  condi- 
tion. He  perceived  that  two  roads  were  to  bo 
run  from  Detroit,  and  he  would  move  to  strike 
off  the  appropriation  of  25,000  dollars  for  that 
one  whicn  led  to  Chicago.  He  would  not  presa 
this  moti(m,  if  the  Senate  were  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  both  of  these  roads.  He  only  de- 
sired to  retrench  as  much  as  possible. 
_  Mr.  Hbhdhicks  said,  that,  from  many  con- 
siderations this  road  was  considered  to  be  of 
great  importance.  He  would  not  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  hear  all  the  documents  on  this  subject, 
but  would  direct  their  attention  to  some  pas- 
sages in  the  letter  of  Governor  Ga£s. 

[He  then  read  several  sentences  from  that 
document,  recommending  this  road  as  one 
great  utility,  both  in  a  moroantUe  and  military 
point  of  view.] 

He  said  it  was  important,  as  it  was  to  go 
through  the  heart  of  the  Potawatamies,  one  of 
the  most  powerftal  of  &e  Indian  bibes.  He 
stated,  that  through  the  whole  track  there  was 
not  a  white  person,  and  the  land  was  a  per- 
fectly barren  desert  Governor  Cass  had  stated 
that  the  construction  of  this  road  would  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  prices  of  public  lands,  ns  it 
went  through  a  great  portion  of  those  lands. 
This  effect  was  fairly  calculated  fh>m  tlie  r^ 
suit  which  had  followed  the  opening  of  the 
Black  Swamp  road.  The  Governor  also  stated 
that  the  Commissioners  had  been  followed, 
while  making  their  survey,  by  persons  desiring 
to  purchase  land — ^from  which  he  argued  thai 
the  opening  of  the  road  would  greatly  accel- 
erate the  sales  of  lands,  and  augment  their 
prices. 

Mr.  Sunn,  of  Maryland,  supposed  that  the 
roads  now  contemplated  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance, could  they  he  made,  and  kept  open, 
for  military  purposes,  in  case  of  a  war.  Bat 
we  had  some  experience  of  roads  not  kcnit  in 
order,  from  which,  perhaps,  some  usefbl  hints 
might  be  drawn.  Much  money  was,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  expended  in  m^ing  a  road  in 
Florida,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine.  The 
pines  had  been  cut  down  and  the  road  levelled ; 
but,  there  being  no  travelling  upon  it,  a  growth 
of  oaks  in  a  few  years  sprang  up,  in  place  of 
the  pines,  and  rendered  it  impassable,  until 
further  expense  should  be  lud  out  upon  it.  If 
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the  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  could 
not  be  travelled,  and  would,  in  the  lapse  of  a 
few  years,  be  a^n  obstructed  by  the  growth 
of  a  new  forest,  it  would  be  useless  to  cut  them 
through.  "Whether  the  growth  of  wood  was 
similar  to  that  in  Florida,  and  whether  the  re- 
sult would  be  the  same,  he  did  not  know;  but 
the  matter  was  worthy  of  consideration. 

Ur.  Bentoh  bad  bo  often  pressed  upon  the 
Fnited  States  the  necessity  of  making  roads 
,tbroi^li  their  lands,  that  it  was  hardly  neoes- 
^ry  to  say  that  be  was  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
The  principle  was  well  established.  As  far 
back  as  twenty  yeai^  since,  a  highly  respectable 
committee  of  this  body,  of  which  Hr.  Giles,  of 
Vii^nia,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Georgia,  were 
ineml>ers — ^men  unsurpassed  for  discernment 
and  ability — made  a  report  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple was  impressed  upon  Congress,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Govemmont  to  make  roads 
through  their  lands.  The  consideration  of 
duty,  and  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  Uie  Army,  seemed  to 
him  sufficient  grounds  for  advocating  Uils  ap- 
propriation. But  all  of  us,  said  B.,  have 
our  own  knowledge  of  {he  necessity  of  the  pro- 
vision. There  was  not  a  Senator  who  did  not 
kaow  the  position  of  the  road  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago,  and  i^  importance,  from  its  oontiguity 
to  Cuiada,  held  by  a  foreign  power.  It  was 
only  from  the  want  of  roads  that,  in  many  in- 
stances, great  difficulties  were  erperienced  by 
oQr  forces  on  the  frontiers  during  the  late  war. 
It  was  impossible  to  transport  provision  or  am- 
mnnition  to  our  troops  placed  in  distant  posts  ; 
and  many  disasters  which  occurred,  would 
Dover  have  taken  place  had  there  been  good, 
or  even  bad  roads  through  that  wild  tract  of 
territory ;  setting  aside  the  immense  ezpendi- 
tnre  whidi  the  C^vemment  was  fbreed  to  incnr 
on  account  of  this  defldency.  While  Congress 
was  expending  hondrcds  of  thousands  on  the 
seaboard,  was  it  just  that  their  eyes  should  be 
shtit  upon  the  necessities  of  the  frontiers  ?  Not 
that  he  was  inimical  to  these  appropriations  for 
the  marine  States :  he  had  advocated  those  ob- 
jects— but  he  also  wished  appropriations  to  he 
loade,  whenever  they  were  required,  on  the 
western  frontier  of  the  country. 

Who  among  the  gentlemen  present,  did  not 
rememljer,  and  almost  shudder  at  the  recolloc- 
tioOj  to  have  read,  while  bis  blood  was  frozen 
with  horror,  of  the  massacre  of  Chicago? 
Vomen  and  diildren,  the  agod  and  the  belp- 
leas,  were  murdered  by  the  ruthless  savages  in 
ttw  trackless  forest,  whence  there  was  no  path 
tor  flight.  Ho  trusted  that  the  G^emment 
would  not  neglect  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
this  frontier,  that  such  a  scene  might  not  occnr, 
dunld  war  again  overt^e  ns. 

The  people  of  the  West,  Mr.  B.  said,  paid 
n»re  tlwm  any  others,  of  equal  numbers,  to  the 
■Import  of  the  public  Treasury:  they  paid  a 
miUion  and  a  half  annually  through  the  Land 
Offices:  nearly  another  million  tiirongb  the 
OiKtam  HoDse  at  New  (Meoiu^  and  tlien  a  fiill 
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proportion  of  the  customs  collected  at  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  even 
something  to  Boston.  This  arose  from  their 
consnmption  of  foreign  goods,  as  they  had  not 
manufactories  which  famished  fine  cloths  and 
cottons,  as  the  people  of  New  England  had ; 
and  they  paid  for  more,  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  than  the  people  of  the  other  ports  of 
the  country. 

He  could  not  refr^n  from  smiliDg,  when  he 
heard  it  boasted  that  New  York  paid  twenty 
millions  in  duties.  For,  in  the  western  coun- 
try, the  taxes  were  for  more  burthensome,  and 
their  contributions  to  the  revenue  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  far  greater,  in  proportion,  than  thoso 
of  the  Atlantic  States.  Nor  ought  they  to  be 
deprived  of  their  share  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture. If  the  documents  of  the  Land  Office  of 
Detroit  were  examined,  it  would  be  found  that 
it  was  the  most  productive  in  the  coantrv ;  and 
since  that  section  of  the  Union  was  paying  its 
share  of  taxation  and  tribute  to  the  Goveru- 
ment,  he  saw  no  good  reason  why  a  shore  olso 
in  Uie  benefits  flowing  from  it,  should  not  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Chaitoleb  observed  fhot  be  had  found  a 

new  objection  to  the  bill,  in  the  fact  of  its  rAn- 
ning  through  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
He  had  at  first  supposed  that  it  was  to  be  made 
entirely  through  the  Territories.  He,  there- 
fore, was  now  m  favor  of  the  postponement.* 

Mr.  KuoQLKS  said,  that  the  portion  to  be 
made  through  a  State  sovereignty  might  be 
stricken  out,  if  that  was  an  objection  to  the 
bill.  He  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  necessity 
for  the  road,  and  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  inhabitants  were  now  subjected  from  the 
want  of  one.  He  hoped  tlie  gentleman  (Mr. 
Shith)  would  consent  so  to  moimfy  his  motion 
as  to  postpone  it  to  a  certain  d^,  that  the  biU 
m^ht  not  be  entirely  lost. 

Mr.  Surni,  of  Maryland,  assented  to  thia 
suggestion. 

Mr.  XoBLB  said  he  could  not  but  regret  that 
any  proposition  should  be  made  for  tlio  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill.  He  moved  that  it  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  next ;  and,  in  order  that 
it  might  then  be  taken  up,  he  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  upon  this  latter  motion  being 
then  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  Ibe  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Thuudat,  January  11. 
The  Senate  was  this  day  occupied  on  private 
business. 

Fridat,  January  12. 

Salary  of  (he  Poatmatter  General. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Post- 
master General  was  read  a  second  time,  and 

*  A  Btrlklng  Instonee  of  the  dlArenM  bctwMD  making 
nwds  In  States  and  Territoriea— tboM  rcadilT'  Toting  tor 
tlum  In  Territoilca  vbo  mn  teatndned  Vj  crawUtutloBat 
Qt^Mtbuu  ftnn  doing  so  In  BUM. 
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taken  up  for  consideration.  [The  bill  proposes 
to  make  the  salary  $6^000.] 

Mr.  JonxsoK,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that, 
as  his  opinions  on  this  bill  were  chiefly  com- 

Erised  in  the  report  which  had  just  been  read, 
e  could  say  little  in  addition  upon  the  sabjcct. 
He  remarked,  that  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  were  equally  important  with 
those  of  the  Head  of  any  other  Department  in 
the  Government ;  and  that  the  individual  labor 
devolving  upon  that  ftinctionary  was  far  great- 
er than  that  of  any  other.  He  had  diaoharged 
his  duty  with  zeal  and  application,  and  in  a 
manner  so  advantageous  to  the  public  that  it 
was  highly  desiratde  to  place  him  on  the 
same  fboting  with  the  other  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Reed  advocated  the  bOl,  and  spoke  in 
high  terms  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Post- 
master General  performed  the  duties  of  bis 
office. 

Mr.  Brakoh  said  he  was  far  from  being  in 
faroT  of  raising  salaries  in  general  cases ;  he 
was  rather  in  favor  of  cntttng  down.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  Postmaster  General,  his  opinion 
was,  that  it  required  to  be  increased  to  an 
equality  with  the  compensation  received  by  the 
other  Heads  of  Departments.  The  duties  of 
this  Department  seemed  to  him  to  incur  more 
rcsponsibilit;^  than  any  other ;  the  people  were 
more  immediately  dependent  upon  it :  and  the 
liberty  of  the  country  was  intimately  concerned 
in  the  good  regulation  of  this  important  De- 
partment. It  was  impossible  that  a  man  hold- 
ing an  office  so  important  should  be  able  to 
subsist,  in  the  present  mode  of  livmg,  on  the 
salary  now  given  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
It  was  not  to  put  money  in  the  pocket  of  an 
individual,  that  he  shoold  vote  for  this  biU,  but 
to  compensate  services  of  gnat  value  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Holmes  knew  one,  and  but  one  incon- 
venience, in  having  a  very  good  public  officer. 
It  was  this — that  when  yon  raise  his  salary  for 
a  zealous  performance  of  his  dudes,  his  succes- 
8or,  not  80  good  or  so  able,  come  in  for  his 
ahare  of  the  advantage.  Hr.  H.  sdd,  how- 
ever, that  he  shoold  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Postmaster  General,  because  he 
liked  him :  because  he  respected  him  as  a  faith- 
ful and  zealous  functionary.  He  was  the  Head 
of  a  Department,  the  duties  of  which  required 
as  much  ability  and  integrity  as  any  of  the 
other  Departments:  and  far  more  industry. 
During  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  Secretaries 
might  go  on  excursions  into  the  country ;  but 
the  Postmaster  General  could  not  do  it,  as  bis 
duties  required  hU  incessant  attention;  and 
tliey  would  probably  always  require  the  same 
degree  of  industry.  They  saw  plainly  enough 
the  talent  and  exertion  which  the  office  re- 
quired, and  why  not  pay  the  incunhent  ac- 
cordingly f  This  mnde  officer,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  salaries,  has  been  left  behind  his  dus. 
The  other  Heads  of  Departmenti^  he  beUeved, 
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were  satisfied  with  the  pay  they  received ;  it 
any  rate,  Congress  was  sf^isSed  with  it;  and 
now  the  object  was  to  bring  up  the  oompena- 
tion  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  an  equality 
with  other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  stud,  tliat  the  bill  came  into 
the  Senate  from  the  House,  daring  the  list 
week  of  the  last  session ;  and  Uie  only  naaoa 
why  it  did  not  then  pass,  was,  that  the  incresss 
of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General  was 
coupled  with  the  increase  of  other  salaries 
which  met  witii  opposition  in  th«  committee, 
and  delayed  the  subject  until  the  session  termi- 
nated. The  opinions  of  the  whole  committee 
were  in  favor  of  inereadng  iba  salary  of  the 
Postmaster  General. 

The  question  being  Qtea  taken,  the  bill  was 
orderea  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
a  large  majority. 

The  Senate  a^oorned  to  ICondaj. 


yjiosDXT,  January  15. 
Salary  of  the  Poatmaattr  General. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Postmaster  General  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and,  on  the  question  being  put,  "  filiaU  this  bill 
pass?" 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Rakoolph  then  rose,  and  said,  that,  as 
he  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  he  tbon^t  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  asdga  some  reastws  ibr 
his  dissent— althoneh  he  was  pwfectly  svara 
that  it  was  rather  ue  duty  of  the  proposers  ti 
the  bin  to  assign  reasons  for  its  passage.  Sr, 
said  Hr.  R.,  this  bill  is  in  itself  an  innovatico 
— it  is  a  taking  up  singly,  on  the  motion  of  a 
Senator,  the  salary  of  one  officer  of  the  Gor- 
emment,  and  passing  upon  it,  without  taking  a 
review  of  the  salaries  and  duties  of  the  whde. 
In  the  mode  of  bringing  it  forward,  it  is  ex- 
ceptionable—but it  is  stul  more  exceptionatde 
in  principle.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  questiim 
which  ought  to  be  decided  without  tho  slimi- 
est allusion  to  the  incumbent  of  the  office.  I 
shall,  therefore,  abstain  entirely  from  adverting 
to  him — look  to  tiie  office — to  the  dniy— 4o 
the  em(domait ;  and  not  the  man.  Hie  office 
of  the  Postmaster  General  has  been  likened  to 
others,  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  hears  no 
likeness — it  has  been  likened  to  the  office 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  the  comparison  is 
in  every  respect  exceptionable:  for  yon  will 
recollect  tha^  to  that  office,  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  the  country  are  confided.  I  will  not 
examine  the  other  offices  to  which  it  has  been 
likened ;  but,  in  its  nature,  the  office  of  Post- 
master General  is  purely  ministerial — is  lower 
in  the  scale  than  tliose  of  the  other  Heads  of 
Departments.  Sir,  I  shall  say  nolliing  of  the 
salaries  of  the  other  offices.  Whether  or  not 
they  are  too  high^  is  not  now  the  subject  d 
consideration — ^but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  we  are  about  to  take  a  step — ^inadvertent, 
I  was  going  to  say — but  I  will  say,  inexpedient. 
We  ve  about  to  make  an  addition  of  two  tlu»> 
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wnd  doUwv  to  the  Balaiy  of  the  Postmaster 
GttieraL    Sir,  the  present  Bidaiy  of  that  offi- 
COT,  in  any  of  the  StatM^  would  be  cousid- 
ared  a  lar^  and  adequate  compeosation  for 
any  office  within  those  States.   Have  the  Sen- 
ate considered  well  this  measure  ?   Have  they 
considered  that,  by  this  bill,  they  will  place 
the  compensation  of  the  Postmaster  General 
one  thousand  dollars  above  that  of  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  one  thou- 
sand dollars  above  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  IJaited  States?   Mr.  President,  you  know, 
sad  we  all  know,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
more  inaospicions  than  the  present  to  an  in- 
crease of  pablio  expenditure.  Those  who  have 
seen  fit  to  remark  npon  my  public  life,  will,  I 
beUevoi,  aUow  that  I  was  never  a  penurious  or 
a  parnmouioiis  politician.  I  always  wished  to 
compensate  pablio  aervanta— I  always  eouud- 
ered  the  labcner  wwthy  of  his  hire ;  but,  in 
this  esse,  I  conrider  the  hire  fblly  worthy  of 
tiie  laborer.        vas  there  ever  a  time  when 
money  was  more  scarce  ?  when  we  were  more 
admonished  to  the  practice  of  economy?  or 
when  the  aspect  of  our  affaira  was  more  tm- 
OTomising?    Sir,  in  the  port  of  the  coontry 
Rom  which  you  and  I  come,  there  is  a  dearth 
which  treads  upon  the  heels  of  famine — nor  is 
distress  and  depression  partial  or  limited. 
These  reasons,  and  many  others  that  I  could 
enumerate,  induce  mo  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  And  I  more  that  it  be  re-committed. 

ICr.  BnaHOB  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Tii;g^ia  was  sincere  in  the  expression  of  his 
Ofnnion.    He  had  always  respected  the  opin- 
iooa  of  that  genUeman,  but  in  this  case  he 
most  differ  from  him.   In  making  a  compari- 
■on  of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General 
with  that  of  the  Vice  Prendent,  a  comparison 
of  the  duties  of  tho  two  oflSces  ought,  in  jus- 
tice, to  have  been  made.    The  office  of  the 
Vice  President  was  almost  a  nominal  one.  It 
was  true,  that  the  present  Tioe  Presidrafc  had 
cert^nly  fulfilled  his  duty  in  the  office;  bot, 
in  oomparison  with  those  of  the  Postmaster 
Oeoeral,  his  duties  were  merely  nominal.  He 
tiiongfat  the  services  of  the  Postmaster  General 
of  toe  utmost  importance  to  the  country,  con- 
trary to  the  gmtleman  from  Viri^ia,  who  did 
not  think  th^  tiie  compensation  d  that  ftmc- 
tionary  riionld  be  as  gr^  as  that  of  the  other 
Heads  d  Departments.    But^  was  he  borne 
oat  by  fbcta?   Had  it  not  been  shown  that  tho 
duties  of  Uie  Postmaster  General  were  so  ar- 
ditous  and  engrossing,  that  he  bad  not,  during 
Ws  whole  time  of  service,  been  able  to  absent 
hintaelf  from  his  office  f   Ttie  other  Heads  of 
IHpartments  had  it  in  their  power  to  traverse 
the  county;  to  visit  our  Legislatures;  to  do 
Binch  besides  their  duty,  and  even,  at  times,  to 
i>uke  oar  Senators  tremble.   Kot  so  with  the 
Postmaster  General.    Would  to  God  all  the 
Other  officers  of  the  Government  were  as  ex- 
j^vdy  devoted  to  their  duties,  and  as  entire- 
V  eonfined  to  their  own  q>here  of  action.  In 
Wi  caae^  he  hod  set  out  m  a  conTiction  tiuU 
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the  bill  oug^t  to  pass;  and,  much  as  he  re- 
spected the  gentieman  from  Ytrgiuia,  he  must 
still  persevere  in  his  opinion.  He  [Mr.  B.]  rep- 
resented a  portion  of  the  country  which  was 
humble  in  its  pretensions  as  to  compensation 
for  services ;  and  he  was  no  advocate  for  ex- 
orbitant salaries.  But  he  did  not  think  this 
country  exhibited  many  such.  If  we  looked  at 
most  of  our  public  officers,  we  should  perceive 
that,  instead  of  getting  rich  npon  their  offices, 
many  of  them  were  bankrupts.  The  gentlo- 
maa  from  Virginia  would  never  prescribe  to 
one  officer  a  style  of  living  different  from  that 
of  others  of  the  same  rank.  That  gentleman 
knew  the  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  what  was 
doe  to  society.  The  Postmaster  General  must 
and  ought  to  live  lil^e  a  gentleman.  He  q>oke 
of  the  oflloe,  and  not  of  the  hidividnol — who 
was  allowed,  on  aU  hands,  to  be  a  valuable 
cer — and,  in  comparing  the  duties  and  labors 
of  that  office  with  those  of  others  of  a  similar 
grade,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  in- 
cumbent, from  the  natore  and  extent  of  his 
services,  had  a  just  claim  to  a  salaty  equal  to 
those  of  other  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  question  was  then  token,  and  tho  bill 
passed,  by  the  following  vote ;  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

Tsis. — Hcsara.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Braach,  Cfwmbera,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  FiodUy,  Uarrisoo,  Harne,  Holmes,  Jobu- 
soD  of  Ky.,  Jolmsoa  of  Lou.,  Kane,  King,  Mar^u, 
VcKinley,  Hilla,  Koble,  Reed,  Robbins,  Roivao, 
Rodney,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smilb  of  Md.,  Smith  <^ 
S.  C,  Thomoa,  Van  Buren,  and  Woodbury — 3.5 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bateinan,  Chandler,  CoU>,  Dicker- 
eon,  Ein^bt,  MacoD,  Bandolph,  Seymour,  TaxeveU, 
and  WilUams — 10. 


Fbidat,  January  19. 
Sdi^  of  tha  Suffenn  at  Alexandria. 

Ifr.  Harriso:t  rose  and  said,  that  he  was 
about  to  ask  of  the  Senate  the  greatest  indul- 
gence ever  asked  for  on  any  occasion,  since  he 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  The 
motion,  however,  which  he  was  about  to  make, 
was  one  so  consonant  to  the  generous  feelings 
of  the  members  that  he  trusted  no  objection 
would  be  offered  to  it ;  and  that  the  exigency 
wouid  bo  a  sufficient  ai^ument  in  favor  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  rule  which  he  iutended  to 
ask.  He  be^ed  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  with- 
out the  usiud  formalities  of  a  previous  notice, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire,  which 
yesterday  spread  devastation  through  the  neigh- 
boring city  of  Alexandria.  It  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  Mr.  H.  to  make  a  speech  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  lie  hoped  no  such  display  of  ar- 
guments would  be  necessary  to  awaken  in  tlie 
minds  of  gentlemen  a  proper  feeling  upon  the 
subject :  for,  while  tiiey  were  deliberating,  the 
women  and  children  whom  the  conflagration 
o£  yesterday  had  deprived  of  their  homes, 
were  suffering,  excepting  so  fiir  as  they  had 
been  relieved  by  {oivate  benertdenoe.  No 
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constitational  objection  could  be  raised  to  this 
inannor  of  dispensiDg  the  funds  of  tbe  countiT', 
and  tbcy  were  left  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
bnmatiity.  It  was  proper  to  consider  what  Alex- 
andria formerly  was,  and  what  she  now  is. 
Once  she  was  a  component  part  of  the  great 
Btute  of  Virginia,  claiming  protection  from  tbe 
Bovereipnty  of  that  State — that  protection  bad 
been  resigned ;  and  she  was  now  a  part  of  this 
District,  and  had  no  Legislature  to  look  to  for 
asslstuico,  but  to  tho  Congress  of  the  UiUted 
States.  Had  she  remained  in  her  former  con- 
dition, the  Legislature  of  that  great  State,  now 
in  session,  would  doubtless  have  made  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
suiiorera.  But  now  they  had  no  other  hope  of 
protcctioQ  and  succor  tban  from  Congress ; 
tbey  had  no  other  appeal  but  to  the  United 
States.  Mr,  H.  tben  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bil]  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  indi- 
gent sntloi  t^rs  by  the  late  fire  in  Alexandria,  to 
be  placed  in  tite  bands  of  the  Mayor  of  tliat 
city,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him ;  whidi  was  read 
twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bajitox  opposed  the  bill.  He  titonght 
it  a  subject  upon  which  it  would  be  improper 
and  uicxpedient  to  legislate.  If  the  losers  had 
insured  their  property,  which,  in  most  cases,  it 
was  probable,  had  been  done,  the  sufferings 
would  not  likely  be  so  great  as  had  been  ima- 
gined. To  make  their  sufferings  the  subject  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  struck  him  as  needless,  as 
they  would  experience  the  same  extension  of 
sympathy  and  assistance  which  hod  been  given 
to  other  places,  when  overtaken  by  similar  dis- 
asters, by  individufd  contribution.  He  must 
also  oppose  an  appropriation  by  Congress, 
made  on  a  sadden  occasion,  which  always  cre- 
ated feverisli  excitement  and  led  men  to  advo- 
cate measures,  which,  in  moments  of  cooler 
reflection,  they  might  nave  felt  it  their  duty  to 
oppose. 

Hr.  Smitr,  of  llatyland,  siUd,  that  the  people 
of  Alexandria  were  peculiarly  situated ;  they 
were  under  the  care  of  the  United  Stat^  and 
it  was  more  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  extend 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
than  to  those  of  any  other  individual  portion  of 
territory  in  the  United  States.  Tlie  gentleman 
from  Missouri  bad  said,  that  the  property  was 
chiefly  insured;  but  ho  had  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration, that  only  two-tliirds  of  the  value  of 
buildings  was  ever  insured,  as  the  insurance 
officers  guarded  themselves  in  tliis  manner, 
from  the  effects  of  too  great  a  security  on  the 
part  of  those  who  insured ;  who  might,  if  en- 
tirely Bhielded  from  loss,  become  negligent. 
And,  even  supposing  the  buildings  to  have  been 
insured,  there  was  a  great  part  of  the  property 
lost,  on  which  it  would,  doubtless,  be  very 
diflicult  to  effect  insnrance,  because  its  value 
conid  not  easily  be  estimated.  In  tliis  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year,  when  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  thrown,  by  such  disaster, 
Upon  the  benevolence  of  those  who  were  also. 
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in  some  degrees,  sufferers;  when  persons  who 
yesterday  were  living  in  plenty  and  comfort, 
were  to-day  deprived  of  the  means  of  shelter 
and  subsistence;  it  was  no  time  to  canvass 
coldly  the  extent  of  tlie  suffering,  or  the  prob- 
ability of  tlieir  receiving  succor  elsewhere. 
Many  instances  of  misery  might  be  brought 
before  the  Senate,  but  he  would  mention  onlj 
one ;  it  was  that  of  a  widow ;  who  had,  pre- 
vious to  this  calamity,  lived  in  plenty  upon  her 
means,  and  who,  by  the  event  of  jeAwaty^  had 
been  made  destitute.  And,  should  it  be  said 
that  Congress  shut  their  hands  to  distrem  like 
this  I  Should  tbey  turn  from  a  conflagration 
which  took  place  within  their  sight,  and  with 
heartless  indifference  bid  tbe  sufferers  look  to 
the  charity  of  their  fellow-citizens  for  relief! 
Ue  had  hoped  that  this  proposition  would  have 
passed  the  Senate  $ub  silftitio;  and  he  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  it  had  encountered  op- 
position. It  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  as  a  new  case.  Bat  it 
was  no  new  case.  Congress  had  formerly  ex- 
tended similar  relief  to  other  snficrera;-  they 
had  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
sufferers  of  Laguayra;  and  had,  even  during 
this  session,  allowed  persons  having  lost  their 
lands,  by  the  earthquake  in  Missouri,  to  locate 
on  ouicr  lands.  TiV  hy,  then,  should  they  re- 
fuse to  grant  relief  on  an  occasion  which  so 
justly  colled  for  tliclr  assistance? 

Mr.  CiiAXDLEK  smd,  tliat  Ly  this  bill,  they  were 
called  upon  to  ^ive  relief,  which,  if  it  dcpendtd 
on  his  own  will,  he  fhoald  not  feel  dii^poscd 
to  withhold.  He  did  not  feel  less  for  those  who 
had  suffered  tlion  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land ;  but  if  he  [Mr.  C]  were  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  what  shotdd  he  be  able  to  say  to  a  porti<»i 
of  his  constituents,  who  had  been,  within  two 
years,  visited  with  a  calamity  immcasorably 
greater  than  that  upon  which  they  were  now 
commenting  ?  It  was  known,  that,  in  the  State 
of  Mune,  a  conflagration  took  place  last  yc«r, 
which  covered  fifty  miles  square,  destroying 
houses  and  bams,  and  even  the  produce  of  tbe 
field.  But  the  people  in  that  country  had  re- 
ceived no  relief  from  Congress;  he  did  not 
tliink  they  had  any  right  to  expect  it,  nor  did  he 
think  Congress  was  bound  to  bestow  it  in  this 
instance.  Uo  was  willing  to  put  bis  hand  into 
ins  pocket  and  give  as  frctly  as  any  one  towards 
this  object;  but  be  could  not  support  the  bill 
under  consideration,  lie  declared  to  God  he 
could  not  put  his  hand  into  the  pockets  of  his 
constituents,  who  had  sufiered  equally  by  the 
same  devouring  element,  and  give  their  money 
to  rdieve  those  who  had  been  iqjurcd  in  this 
case.  He  certfunly  would  have  assented  to  it 
had  not  hia  sense  of  duty  directed  him  others 
wise.  If,  however,  this  was  now  done,  s  pre- 
cedent would  have  been  established ;  and  <m 
other  occasions  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  relief  of  other  cities. 
The  argument  that  Alexandria  was  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
a  satiaCootory  one,  and  oert^nly  had  so  power 
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to  convince  his  mind  that  tlie  meamre  vonld 
be  a  correct  one. 

ICr.  Bknto:?  was  not  opposed  to  the  di^n- 
satioQ  of  one  of  the  roles  of  the  Senate :  hut  he 
was  of  opmion  that  tiiier  ought  not  all  to  be 
dispeased  vith.  He,  therefore,  thought  the 
bill  ought  now  to  t^e  its  usual  course;  and 
wished  that  it  might  have  a  refereoca  to  the 
appropriate  committee.  Their  decision  was 
very  important  in  this  case;  and,  meanwhile, 
the  distresses  of  the  sufferers  might  be  alleviated 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  bj  the  gentleman 
from  ICaioe,  as  he  presumed  all  would  ^ve  ac- 
cording to  their  means.  He  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Ctmimittee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  qaestion  be^  taken,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  tike  Otmimtttee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
Itimhia. 

Adoumed  to  Uo&di^. 

TuBSMT,  Janttar7  28. 
AUaeandria  Svfferert. 
The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  sufferers 
hj  the  late  fire  at  Alexandria,  vaa  then  taken 
op,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  NoBLB  called  for  the  reas  and  mqre  on 
the  qaestion  of  the  passage,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were  as  follows : 

Tub — ^Measri.  Batemu,  Benton,  BouSgny, 
BraDch,  Cbumbera,  Chase,  Claytoa,  IMckerson  of 
Baton,  Ed^ard^  Hurison,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnson  E;.,  Johnston  of  Lon.,  Kane, 
King,  Knight,  Marks,  MilU,  Bidgely,  Robbiss,  San* 
ford,  Sejmoar,  Smith  of  Md.,  Thomas— 27. 

Kats — Messn.  Barton,  Bell,  Ohandler,  Cobb^ 
Tll!^7,  Macon,  Koble,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rowan, 
Infcgles,  Smith  of  8.  C,  TaiewcJl,  Tan  Bnxen, 
White,  Waier,  ^ilUanM— IT. 

So  Ae  bUl  passed,  and  was  retamed  to  tiie 
House  of  Kepresentativea. 

UosDXT,  Janaaiy  89. 
Lottery  Jin^  the  Sale  tfjlr.  Ji^emnCe  MmticeUo 
£itate. 

Kr.  Hatttk  rose,  and  stud,  be  had  been  re- 
qncsted  to  present  a  petiUon,  which,  from  its 
character,  as  well  as  the  quarter  from  which  it 
came,  would,  he  was  sure,  receive  the  most  re- 
q>ectt'al  consideration  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
a  petition  from  the  family  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
It  did  not  ask  fur  any  pecuniary  relief,  nor  did 
it  attempt  to  enlist  the  generous  sympathies  of 
the  American  people,  in  behalf  of  the  daughter 
of  the  man  whoso  name  alone  would  be  a  sure 
pasitport  to  tlie  confidence  and  protection  of 
evei7  American.  It  merely  reqaested  the 
suction  of  Congress  to  an  arrangement  by 
vhich  the  oorporation  of  this  ci^  mive  agreed 
to  Imd  their  ud  to  efi^  an  olject,  which,  it 
VM  believedf  would  accomplish  ue  wish  near- 
est the  heart  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  of  placing  his 
only  surviving  chUd  in  a  state  of  indepoDdence. 
It  ii  known  to  the  American  people,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that,  daring  the  last  years  of  ms  life^  ICr. 


Jefferson's  affairs  were  considerably  embarrass- 
ed. Tliis,  it  is  well  understood,  was  not  oc- 
casioned by  any  thing  that  could  be  justly 
attributed  to  him  as  a  fault.  Some  unforeseen 
misfortnnee — ^tbe  great  depreciation  of  real  es- 
tates— but,  above  all,  the  pectdiar  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  brought  upon  him,  in 
his  old  age,  those  calamities,  of  which  we  havo 
all  heard,  and  which  we  have  all  deplored. 
He  retired  from  the  Presidential  chmr,  the  idol 
of  the  party  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  the 
efficient  head,  and  found  himself^  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  in  possession  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was,  indeed,  regarded  as  the  pa- 
triarch of  liberty,  and  his  house  became  a  Bhrine 
to  which  its  votaries  made  their  annual  pil- 
grimages. Hence  it  was,  that,  in  the  exercise 
of  what  has  been  so  happily  called,"  a  libcraL 
though  frugal  hospitality,"  he  became  involved 
in  pecuniary  diffioolties.  When  placed  in  that 
utuatioD,  it  is  known  to  all  who  now  bear  me, 
that  he  disdmned  to  ask  or  to  receive  from  his 
country  any  assistance  beyond  the  grant  of  a 
lottery,  the  whole  object  of  which  was  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate  at  its  appraised  value.  To 
those  who  may  be  disposed  to  accuse  us  of  in- 
gratitude towards  Ur.  Jefferson,  it  is  proper  to 
say,  that  he  obtuned  all  that  he  denred ;  and, 
as  he  most  positively  and  publicly  declared,  all 
that  he  womd  have  consented  to  receive.  That 
he  did  not  attempt  to  avail  himself  of  a  popu- 
larity without  a  parallel,  to  put  himself  at  once 
above  his  diffictdties,  proves  that  he  died,  as  he 
lived,  true  to  his  principles.  It  is  known  to 
tiie  Dublic  that  the  lottery  granted  by  the  State 
of  Virginia,  had  not  been  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion at  the  time  of  Hr.  Jefferson's  decease :  but 
it  is  not  so  generally  known,  that  he  died  in 
the  belief  that  it  would  soon  be  brought  to  a 
successful  tennination ;  nor  that,  in  his  will, 
(which  is  now  before  me,  written  with  his  own 
hand,  but  a  few  days  before  bis  death,)  he  has 
made  a  distribution  of  his  estate,  manifestly 
founded  on  this  belief.  It  is  needless  for  me  to 
state  the  causes  whidi  have  hitherto  ddayed 
the  completion  of  the  lottery ;  and  it  Is  only 
necessaiy  for  me  now  to  say,  that  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  mode  with  the  corporation  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  which  the  Jefferson 
lottery  is  to  bo  so  connected  with  the  lotteries 
established  here,  as  to  accomplish  all  the  objects 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  view.  This  has  been 
effected  through  Messrs.  Yates  and  Mclntyre, 
who,  with  a  liberality  entitled  to  all  praise, 
have  made  the  most  satisfactory  arrangemcnta 
on  this  subject.  The  only  difiSculty  in  the  way 
arises  from  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, which  restricts  them  from  any  lottery,  ex- 
cept such  as  distribute  money  prieei.  Tlie  oh- 
ject  of  this  petition,  therefore^  is  to  obtain  an 
act  of  Congress,  ^ving  authority  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  Washington  to  connect  the  Jefferson 
lottery  with  those  they  are  now  authorized  by 
law  to  establish — an  object  which,  I  trust,  wiU 
be  aooompllshed  without  objection  or  difficulty, 


LotUTfi^  dm  Bak  of  Hr.  J^w$oii!»  MemtieeUo  ^tata. 


Digitized  by 


288 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THIS 


Jlead  M  llu  Territety  of  ArkamMt. 


Mr.  H.  then  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Banoolph,  executor  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, praying  for  an  act  of  Congress,  for  the  por- 
poses  above  mentioned. 

The  petition  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HA.TNB,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 


TnuKBDiT,  February  1. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Digxbbson,  the  "  bill  for 
the  ^tribntion  of  a  portion  of  the  Berenne  of 
the  United  States  amwig  the  several  States," 
Tas  taken  up. 
The  bill  is  in  the  follo^ng  vords : 
ABIU  to  proTide  for  tbo  ^Bstrttiation  of  a  part  of 
the  ReTenuea  of  the  United  States  among  the 
several  States  of  the  Union. 
"J!e  A  mtetei,  Th&t  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tre&sarf  be  authorized  and  required,  under  soch 
regulitions  as  he  may  think  proper  to  prescribe,  to 
diride  amonnt  the  MTeral  mates  of  the  Union,  in 
the  ratio  of  dlcect  taxation,  the  sum  of  fire  millions 
of  dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  tn-enty-eight;  fire  millions  of 
dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  Junuarr,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine;  five  millions  of 
doIUra,  on  the  first  dar  of  Jaiiuarj^,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty ;  and  fire  millioua  of  dol- 
lara,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thlrty-ono ;  vhich  sums  shall  be  taken 
from  the  annual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  ap- 
propriated to  the  ^king  Fond,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  on  the  third  day  of  llarch, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  serenteen,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.' 

Mr.  DiOKiRsoN  observed :  By  this  bill  it  is 
proposed  to  divide  smoog  the  several  States, 
in  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  five  millions  of 
doUars,  annually,  for  four  years,  copimencing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1828.  This  is  intended  as 
an  experiment,  wmeh,  if  sncoessfal,  will  no 
donbt  DO  followed  by  an  adoption  of  its  princi- 
ple. In  a  more  permanent  form. 

One  otiJect  of  this  bill  li,  to  provide  fands  in 
all  the  States,  for  the  purposes  of  education  and 
internal  improvement,  by  a  role  which  shall 

rate  jnstly,  eqndly,  and  harmoniously, 
ughout  every  part  of  the  Union. 
Another  object  is,  to  transfer  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  the  application  of  a  part  of  the 
surplus  ftmds  of  the  General  GoTernment,  and 
thus  relieve  Congress  from  a  weight  of  legis- 
lation, which,  from  its  mass  alone,  is  becoming 
truly  formidable,  but  much  more  so  from  its 
producing  a  concentration  of  power  in  tbe  Gen- 
eral Govemment,  never  intended  to  be  vested 
there  by  those  who  formed  our  constitntlon. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  this  bill,  to  exercise 
any  control  over  those  Amds,  after  the  same 
shidl  have  been  distributed  to  the  States.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire  whether  Congress 
have  this  power  of  control  or  not,  when  it  is 
very  evident  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
ezerdse  it,  evoi  if  they  have  it. 


No  mifena  mle  conld  be  adopted,  as  to  the 

objects  to  which  these  ibnds  shonld  be  api^ed, 
in  the  different  States.  In  the  Eastern  States, 
where  they  have  long  been  improving  thw 
roads,  and  where  they  have  brought  them  to  a 
high  state  of  perfection,  by  the  applicatioa  of 
their  own  means,  their  dividends,  in  a  great 
measure,  would  be  applied  to  tbe  eBtablishmeat 
of  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning.  In  the 
Western  States,  where  ample  funds  nave  been 

Srovidod  for  tbe  purposes  of  edocation,  thdr 
ividends  would  do  implied,  chiefly,  to  the 
making  of  roads  and  canals.  In  the  mi^e  and 
Sontheni  States,  theor  divideoda  would  be  sf- 
plied,  in  mm  equal  portions,  to  Hioee  impor 
tant  objects.  In  all  these  applicatkais,  hoir- 
ever,  the  States  can  Jndge  much  better  for 
themselves,  than  Congress  can  Judge  for  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  these  dividends  from 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  appropriated 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  redaction  of  the 
public  debt,  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1817.  This,  no  doubt,  will  startle  those,  if 
there  be  any  such,  who  believe  this  fund  to  be 
a  sacred  deposit,  which,  by  some  unexplained 
operation,  is  working  out  a  redemption  of  the 
public  debt  It  will,  however,  excite  no  alarm 
with  those  who  know  that  it  has,  in  no  reaieet 
whatever,  the  character  of  that  kind  of  sinking 
fimd,  which,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Price,  was  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt  of  that  country ;  but 
that  it  is  simply  a  resolution,  reduced  to  the 
form  of  law,  to  apply  ten  millions  of  dollara, 
annually,  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  adopted  when  that  debt  was 
nearly  twice  its  present  amount,  and  when  it 
was  more  necessary  to  appropriate  ten  millions 
for  that  purpose,  than  it  la  to  apprv^ate  five 
millions  now. 

Bnt  if  there  should  be  objections  to  taking 
these  dividends  from  this  fund,  they  may  be 
taken  from  other  parts  of  our  revenue;  al- 
though, in  that  case,  it  would  be  found  neees- 
sarv  to  reduce  th^  amount. 

This  ten  milliona  of  dollars  is  not  the  whole 
of  the  Sinkhig  Fund ;  any  surplus  in  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  end  of  any  year,  above  alt  appropri- 
ations forthe  year,  and  leaving  in  the  Treasury 
two  millions  of  dollars,  is  also  appropriated  to 
this  fund.  These  Gurploses  might  be  calculated 
safely  at  three  or  four  millions  a  year,  if  oar 
appropriations  do  not  greatiy  exceed  the  bounds 
of  moderation;  and  the  two  millions  heretofore 
reserved  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  all  appropria- 
tions, might  also  be  i^>idied  to  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

BaaA  in  tA«  Territory     Arhauat,  (fie. 

The  bill  to  construct  a  rood  from  a  point  op- 
posite  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  to  little  Bock,  in 
Arkansas,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  HuTDBiosfl  offered  two  sections,  as 
amendments,  authorizing  the  construction  of 
a  road  from  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas,  to  Fort 
Towson,  dh  the  Bed  Biver,  which,  Mr.  B.  ob- 
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served,  constitated  a  portion  of  thd  bill  rejected 
ft  few  days  since,  deprived  of  the  objection 
then  OTged,  that  the  road  was  to  nm  throngh 
the  State  of  Lomsiana. 

A  d«ealtor7  debate  took  place  on  the  adop* 
tion  <tf  these  amendmenta,  in  whtoh  Ueaara. 
HKNDBioKfl^  JoHmKm  of  Eentneky,  Smith  of 
Ka^land,  Habbuos,  CHumuat,  JoBNMtON  of 
LoQuiana,  and  Bbbhih,  participated;  when, 
after  a  slight  alteration,  the  amendmenta  were 
idopt«d,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  oe  engroaaed  for  a  third  reading.* 

Duty  on  Salt, 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  intj  on  im- 
ported salt,  was  read  a  Becond  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  idea 
of  this  bill  first  sprang  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Agricaltare ;  and  the  snbject  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  report- 
ed the  bill  last  year,  and  a^n  the  same  bill 
this  year.  The  doty  on  imported  salt  did 
not  amount  to  a  very  great  snm.  Bince  the 
war,  it  had  prodaoed  an  average  of  660,000 
dollara  annually ;  hat  it  was  not  intended  to 
rednce  the  duty  bnt  one-half.  An  advantage 
would  arise  out  of  it  of  an  increased  consnmp- 
tioD;  as  many  farmers,  who,  from  the  present 
high  prices,  conld  not  afford  to  salt  their  cattle, 
would  do  it,  and  the  increase  of  consumption, 
in  this  way,  would  be  much  greater  than  was 
in  general  supposed.  The  deficit  in  the  reve- 
nue, which  this  reduction  would  occasion, 
would  amount  to  only  about  160,000  dollars 
this  year,  and  the  same  sum  the  ensuing  year. 
His  idea  was,  that,  if  the  duty  was  reduced, 
more  of  the  article  would  be  consumed,  ana 
thus  the  increase  of  demand  would  redress  the 
deduction  from  the  duties.  Other  gentlemen, 
however,  were  better  acqn^ntcd  wim  the  snb- 
j«ot  than  himself,  and  he  looked  to  Ihem  for 
fhrUier  information. 

Mr.  HoLMis  observed,  that  it  would  be  rec- 
ollected that,  when  this  proposition  was  first 
made  last  year,  he  had  opposed  it,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  wonld  destroy  the  bounty  now 
given  to  the  fisheries,  which  was  connected 
wiUi  the  duty  on  salt.  The  fishermen  of  the 
Cnited  States  were  justly  considered  a  valuable 
class,  which  the  Government  was  bound  to  en- 
ooarage  as  far  as  possible;  as  producing  the 
•*Mwn  on  whom  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  to  depend.  The  bounty  on  the  fisheries 
vai  established  at  the  same  time  that  the  doty 
VDS  first  levied  on  salt,  and  was  considered  as  a 
HUd  of  drawback  upon  that  dnty ;  and  the 
'^Mn  of  it  was  thatnany  gentlemen  had  scru- 
vm  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  a 
oomtj  on  any  success^!  enterprise.  These 
wmbta  would  have  mtirely  i>reTented  the  en- 


'Aootber  BtrongliuUnceof  tbe  difforence  milnUlDed  bo- 
roadi  In  SUtet  mod  TBiritorics— th«  bill  being  now 
PWod  wlUiotit »  dlvUon  In  tfae  Saaato  (being  to  the  Terrl- 
t<rr     AAmmi)  wUcb  was  liefon  n^ecUd  boow  It 
*M*tdthi  State  tflMUm. 

Tou  1X^19 


[Skrati. 

couragement  of  the  fisheries,  as  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  had  it  not  been  for  this  combination  of 
the  two  provisionsi  Great  injury  to  our  com- 
mercial interests  wonld  have  arisen  out  ot  a 
fiulure  to  allow  this  bounty ;  and  he  was  op- 
posed  to  the  bill  in  the  first  plaoe,  beoanse  it 
would  bring  with  it,  as  a  natural  orauequouw^ 
the  repeal  of  this  bcnmty^not  that  any  snoh 
proposition  was  mode  in  the  biD— bnt  firom  the 
fact  that  both  of  the  provi^ons  were  connected ; 
therefore,  what  affected  the  one,  must  touch 
the  other.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  think  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  retain  this  bounty.  It 
is  given  on  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  not  ao- 
ooraing  to  the  success  of  the  fisheries ;  and 
if  fishermen  remun  six  months  in  this  em- 
ployment, they  share  the  bounty,  let  their  voy- 
age prove  suoceeafU  or  not.  In  a  bad  year, 
this  encourages  and  supports  them,  and  they 
are  willing  to  go  on,  and  risk  again  the  vicisd- 
tndes  of  their  ventnrooa  pursuits.  Were  it  not 
for  this  €auM>nrageme&t  a  mn  of  bad  lui^  wonld 
dishearten  them,  and  the  result  would  be,  that 
our  own  native  ^hermen  would  desert  the 
business,  and  this  neglect  would  throw  the  fish- 
eries into  the  hands  of  the  fisbemien  of  other 
nations,  who  would  supply  our  consumption  of 
the  article,  while  our  great  nursery  of  seamen 
would  be  entirely  broken  up.  If^  as  productive 
of  sailors,  the  English  Government  considered 
the  fisheries  of  the  greatest  value,  (and  the  same 
opinion  had  been  expressed  by  our  own  Govern- 
ment, and  was  acknowledged  by  all,)  then,  any 
act  which  shoold  endanger  the  prosperity  of 
this  branch  of  our  industry,  ought  to  be  most 
studiously  avoided:  and  no  measure  wfaieh 
would  tend  to  break  np  this  nursery  of  one  of 
the  most  usefbl  classes  of  men,  ongfat,  if  posri- 
ble,  to  W  adopted.  It  was  doubted  now,  as 
well  as  formerly,  whether  Congress  had  a  n^t 
to  fix  this  bounty,  except  as  a  kind  of  draw- 
back upon  the  duties  on  wit ;  and  if  they  re- 
pealed the  duty,  the  bounty  wonld  follow.  Aa 
to  the  services  rendered  by  the  fishermen,  they 
were  of  great  value.  The  products  of  their  in- 
dustry were  the  products  of  the  sea,  and  little 
other  capital  than  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
these  hardy  mariners,  was  required  to  carry  it 
on :  in  fact,  labor  only  was  wanted,  and  mat 
must  be  had,  or  the  trade  would  fall  to  decay. 
We  were,  then,  admonished  to  encourage  thme 
laborers,  by  every  motive  of  public  mterest. 
The  revenue  produced  by  the  importation  of 
salt  now  amounted  to  an  average  annual  pro- 
duct of  600,000  dollars.  Gould  the  Govern- 
ment spare  so  large  a  sum  at  this  period  t  Were 

'This  te  the  true  reason  for  tbe  sortluiutmi  ^tpoaitkm 
totber«pedorth«ialttax— uiopiMMlthmwUdiatUl 
dp  K  fiagment  of  the  dntf,  emnigh  to  canf  th«  Imported 
■alt  to  the  cnstom  heme,  and  to  throw  the  tnde.  In  tbe  Im- 
poTttng  cltles,lnto  tbe  handa  of  regnteni,and  to  enable  them 
to  double  the  priw  to  the  cooBamer.  In  the  mean  time 
the  flfthing  bonntiea  and  allowaso«s  hsTO  beoorae  nearly  a 
naked  gratultj  out  of  the  Treasorj,  the  dot^  on  salt  being  ao 
tmi  redaced  ae  no  longer  to  tervo  fbr  a  foundation  Ibr  tbeae 
bonttlea  aad  aUowaneM  wUdi,  aavertbekM,  are  kept  In  fUL 
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oar  affairs  in  soch  a  flonriahing  condition,  that 
we  conld,  without  any  inooQTeniencej  strike  off 
this  amount  from  our  receipts?  Hia  opinion 
waa,  ihat  they  could  ill  spare  the  tax  on  salt, 
and  that  consideration,  were  there  no  others, 
would  decide  him  against  it. 

While  they  had  been  here  this  seadon,  a  me- 
morial had  been  presented  from  Portsmouth, 

Ending  a  repeal  ot  the  bounty  on  the  fisheric^ 
I  order  to  remove  the  frauds  which  were  said 
to  have  been  committad  on  the  duty  on  salt 
It  was  said  that  the  fiahermen  went  to  sea  and 
bought  the  salt  to  core  their  fish  in  the  British 
Frovineea,  and  thus  evaded  the  duty,  whUe  they 
daimed  the  boun^.  Theae  instances  of  frand 
had  been  prosecuted,  and  existed  no  longer. 
There  was  a  way  to  restrict  men  in  snch  cases, 
without  depriving  all  those  engaged  in  the 
trade,  of  the  bounty.  Our  fishermen  formerly 
bad  a  coasting  license,  to  dry  their  fish  on  the 
British  coasts,  not  to  sell  fish  to  the  British;  and 
it  waa  objected  that  the  fisherman  would  go 
and  spend  his  four  months  in  other  pursuits, 
and  then  retnm  and  claim  Ite  bounty.  These, 
however,  were  but  casual  oCcurreuces,  and  of- 
fered nothing  more  against  the  bounty  than  oc- 
casional iodividnal  frauds  offered  against  any 
system.  But  this  was  not  alL  There  were 
manufactories  of  salt  in  the  United  States, 
which  required  to  be  protected— the  more,  be- 
cause salt  was  an  artiole  of  abstdute  neowsity, 
witliout  which  we  could  scarcely  exut,  and 
which,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  be  obtained, 
except  at  a  high  price.  What  is  the  extent  of 
tho  manufacture  of  this  article  ia  this  country  ? 
It  is  cu'ried  on  in  New  York,  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and,  he  was 
informed,  in  Florida.  What  the  quantity  man- 
ufactured in  North  Carolina  was,  h^^d  not 
know ;  but  he  would  read  a  statemenrin  writ- 
ing, from  a  gentleman  intimately  acquainted 
wiui  the  subject,  as  to  the  salt  works  of  0^ 
Ood. 

\}Si.  H.  then  read  a  paper,  which  stated  that, 
along  the  seacoast  of  Massachusetts,  there  were 
numerous  manufactories  of  salt,  which  em- 
ployed upwards  of  one  thousand  persons,  each 
having  a  small  manufactory,  managed  by  him- 
self and  family.  The  value  of  these  establish- 
ments is  estimated  at  200,000  dollars,  their  an- 
nual product  at  about  600,000  bushels,  weigh- 
ing 78  lbs.  each,  of  the  best  quality  of  salt.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  price  of  salt  was  now 
about  35  cents,  and  that  it  had  been  reduced 
nearly  30  per  cent,  in  the  last  three  years,  ow- 
ing to  a  competition  between  the  importer  and 
manufiuturer.  The  mannfactnrer  could  itot  af- 
£nrd  it  as  low  as  it  was  now  sold ;  and  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  wcmld  operate  greatly  to 
his  ii^ury.  When  the  duty  was  repealed  in 
1807,  they  must  have  all  been  ruined,  had  not 
Massachusetts  exonerated  their  works  from  all 
taxation.] 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  smaU  section  of  the  coxm- 
try :  but  in  this  small  strip  of  coast,  one  thou- 
sand people,  and  a  capital  of  two  millions,  are 


[FnanAKT,  18ST. 

employed,  and  they  annually  produce  six  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels  of  the  article.  Yet,  this 
is  considered  of  no  importance,  and  we  are  told 
that  the  whole  must  go  by  the  board,  by  redac- 
ing  the  duty  which  has  hitherto  protected 
them.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  tUs 
bill,  to  one  question.  Is  it  a  fact,  that,  by  re- 
peuing  the  duty  on  this  article,  the  consumer 
will  use  more,  because  of  a  reduced  price,  and 
thus  the  countty  reap  the  profit!  This  was  not 
the  case  formerly,  when  the  du^  waa  repealed. 
For  a  short  time  it  was  lower;  bnt  itaotm  rose 
up  agtdn.  How  was  this  to  m  acoonnted  fori 
Why,  because  salt  was  not  a  prindpal  artide 
of  trade,  but  entirely  one  of  a  aobuoiary  char- 
acter. No  trader  will  import  salt  regulariy; 
he  will  not  send  oat  hia  ships  to  bring  back  a 
cargo  of  salt ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  import- 
ed to  make  out  an  incomplete  cargo,  or  as  bal- 
last Thus  the  importer,  holding  the  article  by 
chance,  and  there  being  no  permanent  trade  in 
it  to  regulate  the  price,  is  enabled  to  fix  it,  and 
the  profit  will  accrue  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
consumer.  It  is  self-evident,  that,  if  you  repeal 
the  salt  tax,  you  will  put  down  m  manufacto- 
ries of  the  article.  Ton  will  want  just  so  much 
salt,  whether  at  home  or  from  abroad ;  and  if 
the  manufacture  is  broken  down,  all  competi- 
tion with  the  importer  is  destroyed,  and  he  is 
at  liberty  to  set  his  own  price.  Oiie  way  or 
another,  the  bill  will  produce  bad  effects. 
Either  you  do  reduce  the  price  according  to  the 
du^  ti^en  off,  or  you  do  not ;  and  if  you  do 
reduce  the  price,  the  manufacture  is  decoyed ; 
if  it  does  not  we  have  lost  800,000  dollars  of 
revenue,  without  benefiting  any  one.  If  the 
manufactories  are  broken  up,  where  are  we  to 
look  for  a  supply  of  this  most  indispensable  ar- 
ticle when  war  overtakes  us  f  The  manufiactnre 
of  any  article  which  is  required  in  great  qtun- 
tities,  wants  time  and  enconragemoit  to  make 
it  pemet  and  abundant  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  it  win  grow  up  in  a  day,  to  meet  the  sud- 
den exigency  of  tlie  country;  and  hereafter, 
should  Congress  pass  this  bill,  tiie  country  may 
need  the  assistance  of  the  manufactories  which 
it  will  have  destroyed.  It  was  in  vain  to  sup- 
pose that  they  could  flourish  uotil  there  was 
something  should  occur  to  check  importation. 
These  loose  ideas  he  had  thrown  out,  on  the 
moment,  convinced  that  the  bill  onj^t  not,  on 
many  considerations,  to  pass. 

The  Senate  acyonmed  without  taking  the 
question. 


FsiDAT,  Febmary  S. 
Dutjf  on  Salt. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  beiitf 
then  taken  up,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  bill  making  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
imported  salt 

Mr.  Sabford  said,  that  {he  bill  was  taken  up 
at  so  late  an  hour  yesterday,  that  he  had  not 
the  advantage  of  hearing  the  views  expressed 
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b;^  the  gentlemen  who  addressed  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject.   At  the  lastsession,  this  bill, 
or  a  similar  one,  was  before  the  Senote^and,  if 
his  memory  served  him,  the  first  argnm  "t  used 
to  support  it  was,  that  we  conld  yerj  well  dis- 
pense with  the  tax  npon  salt.   It  was  admitted 
thM,  at  that  time,  we  could  dispense  with  that 
amoottt  of  oar  revenue.   We  eould  have  dis- 
pensed with  a  much  greater  sum  at  that  period. 
Our  ftinda  were  their  ample,  and  bj  some  it  was 
soppoaed  almost  IneduHutible.    But  the  as- 
pect (rf  affairs  had  undergone  a  great  change. 
Aai.  now  onr  circumstances  were  such  that 
we  conld  dispense  with  nothing  in  justice  to 
those  claims  which  would  come  upon  the  Treas- , 
nry  during  the  present  year.   There  were  now 
from  three  to  four  millions  in  the  Treasury,  ac- 
cording to  any  account,  and,  npon  this  point, 
statements  differed.   At  any  rate,  it  was  clear, 
that,  with  all  the  fnuds  in  onr  possesion,  and 
tSi  that  were  to  be  received.  Government  would 
have  a  scon^  amount  to  meet  the  expenses 
which  wonld  occar  beyond  the  estimates.  The 
leveime  promised  this  year  was  much  smaller 
than  usual,  in  proportioD  to  the  demands  of  the 
country ;  and  he  fully  believed  we  should  reach 
the  end  of  onr  money  with  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  this  condition  of  tiiiugs,  it  was  certainly  not 
a  time  to  reduce  the  income.   This  was  not 
the  only  reduction  proposed  daring  the  year. 
A  bin  hod  been  reported  to  diminish  the  duty 
on  wine.    The  object  was  said  to  be  to  encour- 
age a  greater  consumption  of  that  article,  and 
thus  increase  the  revenue.   In  regard  to  wine, 
this  effect  might  be  produced ;  but  it  certainly 
would  not  be  in  reducing  the  duty  on  salt.  As 
to  teas,  we  were  absolutely  forced  to  make  a 
great  reduction  of  the  revenue,  or  witness  an 
entire  stagnation  of  the  trade  in  that  artide. 
Every  member  (tf  the  Senate  mideistood  the 
canse  of  tills.  Formerly,  we  had  no  rival  in 
the  importation  of  teas,  and  this  country,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  supptied  the  consumptioa 
in  the  British  provinces.   But,  within  the  last 
two  years,  immense  quantities  had  been  Im- 
port^ by  the  East  India  Company  into  Canada, 
free  of  duty,  which  enabled  the  British  mer- 
chant to  supply  our  population  at  a  very  low 
rate.  _  This  article,  tnen,  of  the  revenue,  we 
most  inevitably  reduce,  or  abandon  the  compe- 
titiou  with  the  British  merchants.   As  to  other 
branches  of  our  revenue,  he  did  not  think  any 
improvement  could  be  anticipated  at  present. 
&<Hne  persona  supposed  that  an  increase  of  im- 
portation, during  the  current  year,  wonld  be  a 
■uuMral  oonaequence  <tf  its  defimenoy  last  year ; 
nit  he  was  not  of  that  opinion.  He  was  sensi- 
Ue  that  this  rerolnon  imght  be  expected  with 
'W»u ;  but  he  believed  it  was  looked  for  too 
BooQ.  He  anticipated  no  increase  of  imports, 
^her  this  year  or  next   The  reflux  would  not 
w  so  rapid  as  was  imagined ;  nor  would  the 
cfunm  happen  in  less  Uian  two  years.  Nor 
was  he  of  opinion  that  prndenoe  diotated  the 
'^al  of  the  duty  on  salt. 
Jlr.  Woomobt^Hw  Direct  snd  tendew^  of 


[Sbfar. 

this  bill  liad,  by  some  abroad,  been  misunder- 
stood; and  by  others,  misrepresented.  Stand- 
ing, as  may  be  thought,  in  some  degree  in  a 
paternal  relation  to  the  measure,  it  might  be 
expected  that  he  should  attempt  to  correct 
these  errors,  and  vindicate  it  from  the  numer- 
ous o1»eotions  with  which  it  had  been  assailed. 
The  bul,  as  you  well  know,  Ur.  Preudent,  was 
not  intended  to  injure  the  fisheries;  nothing  of 
that  kind  bdng  either  implied  or  expressed  in 
its  provisions.  But,  its  legitimate  operation 
will  be  to  iud  the  fishermen,  in  common  with 
all  other  consumers  of  imported  salt.  Neither 
is  it  gotten  up  in  hostility  to  manu&cturers, 
nor  will  it  prove  injurions  to  any  dne  e^ur- 
agement  of^them.  Just  as  little,  also,  is  W  cal- 
culated to  endanger  the  financiat  operations  of 
the  Qovemment,  as  permanently  established 
for  peace,  or  as  they  happen  to  exist  at  the 
present  moment.  The  principle  of  the  bill  is 
altogether  different,  and  lies  within  a  single  in- 
quiry. It  is  this:  Ought  not  a  war-tax — a  tai^ 
imposed  merely  to  meet  the  great  exigencies  (n 
such  a  crisi8--a  tax,  temporary  at  its  com- 
mencement, exorbitant  in  amount,  and  partial 
hi  its  operation — ought  not  snob  a  tax  to  bft 
now  lessened!  That  is  the  question.  Now. 
after  twelve  years  of  plenty  and  peace,  and  a^ 
ter  the  fullest  examination  by  committees  has 
shown  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  will>aid, 
rather  than  injure  the  fisheries — will  not  senM- 
bly  affect  the  present  operations  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  any  permanent  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue, nor  leave  our  manufacturers  of  domestic 
salt  without  a  protection,  as  great  as  is  extend- 
ed to  any  artide  of  a  similar  character,  in  the 
whole  tariff— ^ese  various  droumstances  bear- 
ing on  the  bill,  shall  he  adverted  to  as  briefly 
as  possible.  But,  the  paramount— the  primary 
olaect— ia  to  ascertain  if  the  present  du^  b« 
indeed  a  war-tax.  When  I  call  the  present 
duty  on  salt  a  war-tax,  it  is  not  byway  of  rhe- 
torical figure,  or  for  effect  npon  any  honest 
prejudice ;  but,  it  is  to  invite  the  attention  <^ 
the  Senate  to  the  true  origin  of  the  duty,  aa 
tending  strongly  to  illustrate  the  opinion,  that, 
not  having  b^n  designed  for  the  state  of  things 
in  peace,  it  is  too  latge  and  nnequal  for  any 
legitimate  purposes,  in  tiie  present  conditioil  at 
the  country. 

Gentlemen  well  remember,  that,  at  the  he- 
ginning  of  our  late  war,  salt  was  entirely  free 
from  even  the  smallest  duty.  It  was  not  till 
July,  1813,  in  a  state  of  obstinate  hostilities, 
under  a  diminished  revenue,  with  extraordinary 
expenditures,  and  accompanied  by  great  finan- 
cial embarrassments,  tiu^  the  present  tax  was 
imposed.  It  is  well  known,  that,  in  such  a 
condition  of  public  affairs,  all  ordinary  rules  of 
taxation  mnst  bend.  They  must  yield  far 
enough  to  meet  the  controlling -necessities  ci 
the  country.  The  necessaries  of  life  must  then 
submit  to  i>e  burthened  as  well  as  its  luxuries ; 
and  the  poor,  in  common  with  the  rich,  must 
then  defend  their  hearths  and  altars  by  large 
oontribntifflu and       aaolfioes.  ItisonanM 
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iHsoanons  cmly,  that  salt,  though  an  article  €t 
the  first  importance  to  aU  classes,  maj  properlj 
be  subjected  to  a  great  tax.  Becaose  it  is  thus 
snbjected  in  common  with  the  soil  we  till  for 
our  daily  bread,  and  with  the  houses  that  give 
ns  daily  shelter  from  the  weather.  It  is  true, 
I  grant,  that  the  great  bulk  uid  weight  of  salt, 
oomptu^  with  its  value,  and  that  its  aniversal 
-nse,  often  induce  Govenmients,  in  these  exigen- 
cies war,  to  select  it  for  the  most  severe  tax- 
aticm,  in  preference  to  other  necessaries:  be- 
cause, for  these  reasons,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
be  smuggled,  and  more  cert^n  to  yield  a  reve- 
nne.  But  these  cironmstancea,  it  is  manifest, 
fiiniidi  no  reason  for  the  tax  itself;  and  in  an 
esp^ul  manner,  when  the  tax  opwates  ezelu- 
tively  on  a  single  seottoa  of  a  country.  The 
true  reason  for  the  tax  itself  is  the  ccmtndUng 
emergency  of  the  oocadon — ttie  stem  necessi- 
ties of  war;  and  I  trust  that  no  fur-minded 
politician  can  ever  repeat  again  and  again  tiie 
mddental  circumstances  b^ore  named,  as  the 
true  reason  for  either  imposing  or  retaining  a 
tax  so  exorbitant,  unequal,  and  oppressive. 
Another  decisive  proof  that  it  was  deemed, 
when  imposed,  a  mere  war-tax,  is  tiie  express 
limitation  of  its  continuance  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  only  one  year  after  the  war.  Had  it 
been  int^ded  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  sys- 
temftf  our  revenue,  or  merely  as  a  protection 
to  manofactarers,  why  this  limitation? 
.  Again :  The  histoiy  of  our  conntry,  which 
on  this  point  cannot  deceive  ns,  shows,  that, 
when  the  duty  had  once  before  been  increased, 
in  1797,  as  high  as  twenty  cents,  it  was  im- 
posed as  a  quad  war-tax  on  accoimt  of  our  dif- 
scultiea  with  France.  Then,  too,  was  a  limita- 
tion of  it  to  three  years — and  never  afterwards, 
till  totally  repealed,  was  it  continued  without 
an  express  protestation,  in  the  act  itself^  that  it 
was  not  to  become,  for  any  purpose,  either  of 
revenue  or  protection,  a  permanent  part  of  our 
tariff  system. 

Our  statesmen,  at  both  periods,  had  nnmer- 
OU8  examples  before  them,  and  we  now  have  still 
more,  that  a  large  tax  on  thia  arUde  was  ii^u- 
didons,  and  inamwopriate  to  any  but  a  state  of 
war:  and  that  tnen,  as  befinre  remarked,  it  had 
ehieny  for  its  apdopy  the  great  tyrant  necessi- 
ty—ttie  great  principle  of  self-preservation,  and 
uie  right  of  Government  to  all  constitutional 
means  most  likely  to  preserve  the  endangered 
safety  of  the  Republic. 

When  the  feelings  of  mankind,  on  any  one 
subject,  in  different  nations  and  ages,  thus  coin- 
idde,  it  is  a  pretty  sore  indication  of  their  cor- 
rectness. If  a  large  salt  tax  in  peace,  then,  has 
Justly  bean  the  abhorrence  of  mankind  in  all 
time,  something  has  always  been  thought,  and 
should  now  be  thooght  due  from  Government 
to  such  a  universal.sentiment.  X  diall  not  de- 
t^  the  Senate  by  references  upon  thia  point, 
when  numerous  instances  are  donbtiess  fresh 
in  their  recolledion ;  and  when  none  at  us 
can  have  forgotten  tiie  doqnence  npon  this 
mttJeot,  which  was  displi^ed  in  the  Benate  at 


our  last  seedcm,  from  the  gentlemen,  boA  w 
my  right  and  my  left.  Fmnit  me,  a  m^Hnent, 
to  appeal  merely  to  what  has  occurred  within 
our  own  brief  lives.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
salt  tax,  or  gaballe,  in  France,  first  imposed  u 
a  war-tax,  become  one  of  those  wide-spread 
and  odious  oppressions,  most  instrumental  in 
rousing  the  great  mass  of  the  popoUtion  in 
their  late  Revolution?  A  tax  far  more  hor- 
thensome  and  execrated  than  even  the  tax  npon 
tea  in  our  own  Bevolution.  Let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  there,  as  here,  it  had  commenced 
as  a  war-tax ;  and  had  been  remitted  and  re- 
nounced at  different  periods,  till,  under  new 
pretexts,  it  slid  into  a  permanent  peace  impost, 
equalliiw  nearl;r  one-fonrQi  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  de  Empire.  So  stealtblike  and  absorb- 
ing is  generally  the  character  of  power  when 
abused ;  and  if  no  peaceful  correction  is  in  time 
made  by  rultts,  die  people  themselves,  in  some 
great  crisis,  are  generally  inclined  to  inflict 
fearfiil  retnbution. 

The  tax  on  salt  began  in  the  same  way  in 
England,  and  fiuctuated  in  amount,  and  was 
suspended  on  various  occasions.  But  the  vast 
expenses  of  her  continental  wars,  had,  prior  to 
the  year  1816,  compelled  her,  as  a  measure  of 
unavoidable  necessity,  under  such  pressures,  to 
increase  her  excise  on  salt  to  16  shillings  ster- 
ling per  boshel,  when  used  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, and  from  two  to  tax  shillinga  as  used  in 
various  other  specified  w^B.  These,  to<x  having 
began  in  war,  and  at  first  being  limited  in  dnrsr- 
tion — ^both  rnlers  and  ruled  felt  it  had  swollen 
with  emergencies  to  a  most  oppr^dve  burthen. 
They  understood  the  principle  on  which  it 
stood,  and  that  it  was  fast  b^ninning  to  be  inoor- 
porated  into  her  permanent  system  of  revenue; 
and  though  they  at  first  resisted  a  repeal,  on 
arguments  similar  to  those  advanced  yesterday 
and  to-day ;  yet  the  natural  hatred  to  such  a 
tax  in  peace,  the  strong  sense  of  Justice  among 
her  statesmen,  and  the  paternal  regard  of  the 
Government  towards  its  agricultural  sol^ects, 
at  length  overcame  ever^  obstacle.  All  oppo- 
dtion  to  its  repeal  was  m  the  end  prostrated, 
and  in  lliqr,  1822,  pro^sion  was  made  for  the 
gradual  removal  <Hthe  whole  excise. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that 
he  had  but  little  to  say  at  first  on  this  bill,  and, 
since  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had 
so  fhlly  treated  it,  he  had  now  much  less.  The 
manufacture  of  salt  was  mostly  in  the  hands 
of  great  capitalists :  the  two  millions  invested 
in  the  Massachusetts  manufactories,  belonged, 
in  all  probability,  to  the  wealthy  portion  of  the 
people ;  nor  would  the  reduction  of  the  doty 
injure  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  of  society. 
To  look  only  to  New  York,  it  was  admitted 
that  about  one  million  bushels  was  produced 
there,  which,  according  to  his  calculation,  at  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  per  bushel,  would  pay  one 
hundred  and  twen^-five  tiiousand  ddlars  into 
the  State  Treasury — not  to  the  public  fund  oi 
the  conntry.  He  did  not  know  before  that  so 
large  a  sum  was  realized  by  any  of  the  States 
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from  an  impost  oq  so  essential  an  article,  both 
to  health  and  life :  for,  without  it,  both  man 
and  beast  dwindled  from  their  native  Btreogth 
and  vigor,  and  the  poor  man  who  labored,  in 
proportion  to  his  labors,  the  more  required 
this  indispensable  article.  The  formers,  spread 
through  our  country,  and  who  were  not  only 
the  most  numerotis,  bnt  really  the  most  ueeful 
class  of  our  community,  requured  large  quanti- 
ties of  salt  for  themseleves  and  for  their  stock. 
In  relation  to  tlie  latter,  experience  teaches  us 
that  the  nse  of  salt  is  not  to  be  sapplied  by  any 
other  iDgredieot  of  food.  A  statement  bas 
beea  read  by  t^e  goitleman  from  New  Hamp- 
diir^  which  estauished  the  ftot  that  the  use 
of  sut  increased,  to  a  vast  amonnt,  the  weight 
and  valae  of  stock,  and  made  a  much  smtmer 
pcHtion  of  food  requisite.  If,  then,  this  article 
was  so  vitally  necessary  to  the  i^onltnrista  of 
oar  country,  it  ought  to  be  as  free  and  un- 
restrained by  duty  or  imposts,  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  it.  They  were 
told  that  the  treasury  would  be  drained ;  but 
this,  with  him,  was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for 
retaining  a  heavy  duty  npon  an  article  of  such 
common  and  constant  necessity.  They  were 
told  also,  that  tho  duties  on  other  articles  must 
be  reduced ;  bnt  it  appeared  to  him  that  no 
one  required  it  so  much  as  salt ;  for  no  one 
extendra  so  nniversally  to  the  food  of  all 
dasses,  or  oonld  be  taxed  with  an  effect  of  so 
general  a  nature,  hk  refn^ng  to  take  off  the 
onty  upon  salt,  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  a  jMlpablo  inconsistency,  not  to  say  ia  an 
act  of  injustice.  While  they  were  giving  mil- 
UoQs  to  other  objects,  and  lavishing  the  public 
money  as  though  their  resources  were  endless, 
iras  it  reasonable  to  refuse  so  small  a  remittance 
as  was  contemplated  by  this  bill,  to  the  most 
laborious  and  useful  class  of  society?  The 
luixades  of  engineers  who  had  been  spread  up 
and  down  through  the  country,  during  the  last 
year,  had  absorbed  one  million  from  the  treas- 

S ;  and  yet  there  was  m  unwillhigness  to 
e  off  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollara,  to  re- 
lieve the  poor  and  industrious  agriculturists. 
The  State  of  New  York,  where  sut  was  pro- 
dneed  in  abundance  from  the  Syracuse  and 
other  8^t  works,  laid  a  heavy  impost  upon  the 
n&de,  equal  to  that  which  would  remain  upon 
tbe  imported  salt,  after  the  reduction  contem- 
^ated  m  this  bill  should  take  place.  But  Mr. 
8.  bad  been  informed  that  the  article  could  be 
Buumfactured  on  the  Kenawha,  in  Virginia, 
for  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bu^el,  and,  after 
baving  been  transported  hundreds  of  miles, 
ud^t  be  afforded  at  twenty  cents  per  bushel. 
Thj3  statement  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
maanfteturers  were  able  to  nuke  a  small  divi- 
dend wi^  the  consuming  community.  On 
other  mannfactured  articles  they  had  taken  off 
the  war  duties :  for  instance,  on  foreign  rum 
duties  had  been  greatly  diminished.  It 
Was  true,  it  might  be  urged  that  good  mm  was 
tjood  thing,  and  some  of  us,  perhuM,  are  fond 
a  it  It  W8%  however,  meraj  «  loxiuy,  and 


could  well  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  what  was 
far  worse,  it  was  considered,  justly,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  curses  which  could  be  invoked 
for  the  destruction  of  human  happiness,  and, 
indeed,  he  might  say,  human  life.  They  might 
almost  as  well  attempt  to  reduce,  as  had  been 
intimated  yesterday,  the  price  of  drunkenness 
to  one  cent,  and  of  dead  drunkenness  to  two 
cents — as  was  the  'case  in  England — as  thtis 
keep  down  the  prices  of  ardent  spirits;  but 
they  could  not  afford  to  take  a  few  cents  on 
the  price  of  salt,  necessary  to  all  classes,  even 
to  sustain  existence ;  that  it  was  so  essential 
that  it  was  used  in  greater  abundance^  by  tibs 
poor  than  by  the  rich,  he  believed,  could  not 
be  disputed.  The  rich  man  did  not  need  it  so 
much ;  he  had  other  seasoning  for  his  food. 
Spices  and  peppers  entered  into  the  compod- 
tion  of  the  savoury  dishes  which  graced  his 
table ;  and  even  luideira  wine  found  ita  way 
into  the  sauces  in  which  his  food  was  cooked. 
If,  then,  one-half  of  the  duties  on  wines  was 
to  be  ti^en  off,  they  would  cheapen  the  season- 
ing of  the  rich  man's  viands,  and  render  it 
more  accessible ;  while,  by  retaining  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  only  article  of  seasoning  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor,  would  at  the  same  time  re- 
main heavily  burthened.  Did  gentlemen 
this  extending  equal  justice  to  aUf  He  would 
make  one  remark  on  the  subject  of  war  duties^ 
which  he  believed  had  escaped  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  it  was  the  only  one 
that  had  escaped  him.  When,  during  the  late 
war,  the  high  duties  were  imposed  on  various 
articles,  they  were  included  in  one  bill,  and 
salt  was  among  them.  The  bill  passed  in  the 
Senate,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House ;  and 
the  only  article  which  was  stricken  out  by  that 
body  was  salt,  a  duty  on  which,  it  was  argued, 
was  too  oppressive  and  odious.  Nor  comd  it 
be  reinstated  in  the  bill  without  great  exer- 
tions, nor  until  a  pledge  was  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  tax  on  salt 
should  be  removed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
war  had  long  passed  away ;  but  this  oppres^ve 
tax  still  stood  its  ground.  War,  he  would  «!• 
low,  if  he  might  believe  the  statements  and 
ai^umenta  of  every  day,  was  ahead  of  us :  for 
he  had  scarcely  heard  a  subject  discussed  dur- 
ing the  season,  in  which  money  was  touched 
upon,  in  which  war  had  not  been,  in  one  way 
or  another,  alluded  to.  If  a  question  was 
argued,  in  which  the  object  was  an  expenditure 
of  public  money,  it  was  said  to  be  to  prepare 
for  war.  Or  if  the  design  was  to  save  the 
public  money,  then  the  object  was,  to  provide 
funds  against  a  war.  But,  he  hoped,  and  bo> 
lieved,  that  war  was  for  off;  and  he  should, 
acoor^n^y,  vote  for  removing  a  war^uty. 
He  hoped  the  one-half  of  the  present  tax  woukI 
be  taken  off,  even  if  appropriations  for  some 
other  objects,  in  support  of  which  Congress 
had  been  so  bountiful,  were  curtiuled. 

Mr.  Van  Bukbn  said  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long the  disousion  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
measure  under  consideration.  The  sul^eot  had 
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been  placed  on  its  tnie  gronnda,  by  his  ool- 
leagne,  and  those  who  had  spoken  on  the  same 
ride  with  him.  Kr.  V.  B.  ooncorred  foUj  in 
the  views  expressed  by  his  collesgae,  and  was 
miwilltfig  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  a  repetition  of  matters  which  had 
already  been  well  and  forcibly  ai^ed.  His 
sole  ol^eot,  in  rising,  was  to  notice  a  remark 
tiiat  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Ur.  Buith,)  in  relation  to  a  subject 
npon  which  Hr.  Y.  B.  acknowledged  that  he 
felt  no  incon»derable  degree  of  sensibility.  He 
alluded  to  the  doty,  alleged  to  have  bom  im- 
posed, by  Kew  York,  on  salt,  mannfutored  in 
that  State.  He  might  be  mistaken,  but  he 
oonld  not  perceive  what  bearing  that  circmn- 
atanoe  cotud  properly  have  on  Uie  question 
b^ore  the  Senate.  As,  however,  he  ooald  not 
know  that  others  woold  think  as  he  did,  he 
felt  it  bis  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  a  brief  consideratim  of  the  motives  and 
eoDBeqnences  of  the  act  referred  to.  It  was 
tme,  he  said,  that  a  duty,  of  the  character 
described,  and  to  the  amount,  he  believed,  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  the  bushel,  had 
been  Imposed,  and  was  collected  by  the  State 
of  New  York.  U  was  one  of  the  means  em- 
ployed by  her^  to  make  and  complete  those 
navigable  commonicatitms  between  the  great 
Vestem  and  Northern  Lakes  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  which  had  been  accomplished  by  her 
nniuded  efforts — works,  he  said,  which,  how- 
ever considered,  must  be  regarded  as  national 
in  their  advantages,  and  which,  if  New  York 
had  been  treated  with  the  same  liberality  that 
has  been  extended  to  other  States,  would,  in 
part,  at  least,  have  been  made  at  the  national 
expense.  Sach,  however,  had  not  been  the 
case.  She  asked,  but  was  refused  I  She 
knocked  at  your  doors,  -  but  they  were  not 
opened  to  her.  Bat,  whilst  she  was  applying 
her  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  others  solicit- 
ed yon  for  hdip,  and  had  been  astisted  by  the 
dispensation  of  millions  trom  the  national  treas- 
ury. Thrown  upon  her  own  resources,  she 
was  driven  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning 
the  great  object  in  view,  or  of  applying  her 
utmost  means  to  its  accomplishment.  Happily 
she  chose  tlie  latter  course,  and  the  result  has 
shown  that  she  chose  wisely.  But,  al^ough 
her  success  has  been  signal,  and  the  advanta^ 
resulting  from  it  to  herself  and  the  Union  un- 
mense,  her  brilliant  anticipations  have  not  been 
realized  without  the  most  onerous  responsibili- 
ties. She  has  saddled  herself  with  a  State 
debt,  nearly  equal  to  one-seventh  part  of  the 
whole  national  debt  To  meet  the  interest, 
ftnd  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  princi- 
pal of  that  debt,  the  dnty  in  question  had  been 
unposed.  For  the  safety  of  the  public  credit- 
ors; it  had  been  incorporated  in  her  State  Con- 
stituticm.  Until  the  specific  objects,  for  which 
it  was  adopted,  are  effected,  it  must  remain. 
Congress  may,  in  its  wisdom,  diminish  its 
value,  but  the  State  Legislature  cannot  abandon 
it,  if  even  they  were  so  inclined.  But  they  are 
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not.  In  its  imposition,  the  State  has  osif 
exercised  its  undoubted  right,  for  its  own,  ai 
well  as  the  general  good.  She  haa  no  caaee 
for  regret,  nor  have  others  for  oomplsist 
What  legitimate  influence,  this  he  begged  to 
know,  <Hight  the  circumstance  to  have  iq>on 
the  decision  of  the  question  before  the  Senate. 
Had  the  dnty  referred  to  worked  an  iqjuiy  to 
those  who  used  the  imported  salt?  Had  it 
raised  the  price  of  the  article  ?  Certainly  not 
If  any  effect  was  produced,  it  must  be  that  of 
reduction,  in  consequence  ot  the  competitioD 
it  produced.  Had  it  operated  injuriously  on 
any  other  Interertf  If  it  had,  be  wiafaed  gen- 
tiemen  who  objected  to  it  to  point  out  what 
those  interests  were.  He  was  entirely  confidml 
that  none  oould  be  shown.  But  its  daims  to 
the  favor  of  all  just  and  liberal  men  stood  ca 
stronger  grounds  tlian  its  negative  ofaaractn'. 
It  is  wdl  known  that  the  price  of  salt  d^>endB 
principally  upooi  its  transportation,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  article,  makes  it  come  very 
high  to  the  consumer,  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  He  averred,  and  referred  to  the 
Senators  from  VemuMit  for  the  correctness  <ii 
his  statement,  that,  in  that  State,  the  price  of 
salt,  to  the  consumer,  had  been  reduced  man 
than  SStj  per  cent,  rinoe  the  oompletioi  of  the 
New  York  eanal^  and  throng^  their  menu, 
The  same  was  the  cose  with  all  the  country 
bordering  on  Lake  Champlain,  or  on  Lake  Erie^ 
and  the  bkes  farther  West,  including  the  Stale 
of  Ohio ;  and  the  aame  ^ect,  though  not  to  as 
great  an  extent,  was  produced  in  many  other 
ports  of  the  Union.  Such  is  now  the  case; 
but  what  will  be  the  condition  of  things  wha 
the  navigable  communications  which  the  State 
of  Ohio  has,  to  her  high  honor,  undertaken  to 
effect,  by  her  own  means,  and  which  are  rapid- 
ly progressing  to  the  accomplidunent,  are 
completed?  Why,  the  advantages  now  en- 
joyed, in  this  respect,  by  Vermont,  will  be 
common  to  most,  if  not  all,  the  Western  StatoL 
He  put  it,  th^fore,  to  the  justice  and  c$Bder 
of  the  Senate,  whether  the  fact  that  New  Toik 
hod,  tor  snch  purposes,  and  under  aoch  cir* 
cumstanoes,  impowd  a  dnty  npon  salt,  manu- 
factured in  that  State,  was  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint to  others,  or  ought  to  have  an  adverse 
influence  upon  the  question  bef<Mre  the  Senate. 
He  a^ed,  whether,  after  the  Federal  Oovera- 
ment  had  refhsed  her  aid  to  New  Tork,  she 
ought  now,  by  her  Legislature,  to  cri[^]e  that 
State,  in  the  means  necessary  to  her  redemption 
— means  indispensable  to  the  speedy  payment 
of  a  debt,  which  should  be  r^arded  as  sacred 
by  the  whole  Union,  on  account  of  the  gnat 
cause  in  which  it  had  bem  incurred,  wie- 
quested  gentlemea  to  oonrider  whether  sndi  a 
course  would  evince  that  Just  r^ard  fw  the  in- 
dividual interests  of  the  States  composing  the 
Confederacy,  whidi  it  was  the  true  policy  of 
the  Federal  Government  at  all  times  to  mani- 
fest He  humbly  hoped  that  there  could  be 
but  one  answer  to  that  ^nesticm.  So  far  from 
fumidiing  an  a^nment  in  &Tor  oi  the  bill, 
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tlMTe  Is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  means 
under  oonsideration  would  have  the  tendency 
he  deprecated,  that  of  itself  shoold  constitute 
an  objection  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  y.  B.  Baid,  it  gave  him  pleasnre  to  know 
that  there  was  no  man  to  whom  he  conld,  with 
greater  aafetj,  make  this  appeal  in  behalf  of 
the  just  rights  of  the  State  he  represented,  than 
the  worthy  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina.  The 
just  and  liberal  sentiments  which  had,  through 
life,  distingnished  the  pnUio  coarse  of  that 
gentleman,  was,  with  Mr.  Y.  B.,  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  his  appeal  wonld,  at  least,  meet 
with  the  most  fkvorable  consideration.  Nor 
wtild  be  deceive  himself  in  believing  that  the 
first  and  hiatj  impressions  which  this  circnm- 
•tance  had  produced,  would,  np<m  a  moment's 
refleotioD,  be  removed,  and  ^e  question  decid- 
ed on  its  own  proper  merits.  He  might,  he 
Mud,  enlarge  upon  tne  topics  which  hfu  been 
atreadj  urged  agunst  the  bill.  But  if  the 
present  greatlj  depressed  state  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  otiier  weighty  considerations  already 
•dvaneed,  were  not  soffident  to  deter  geutle- 
nun  from  fbrtiier  experiments  upon  the  public 
rerenue,  nothing  tliat  he  oonld  say  would  pro- 
duce that  effect. 

Hr.  Branch  observed,  that  it  would  be  un- 
just to  the  people  he  represented  should  he 
not  reffer  to  the  subject  at  present  under  eon- 
oration.   The  matter  had  already  been  ably 
treated,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  at  full 
into  the  arguments  which  su^i;ested  themselves 
to  him.    He  felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  for  the  highly  satisfactory 
maimer  in  which  he  bad  supported  this  bill 
That  gentleman  had  introdnced  this  measure 
into  the  Senate  last  year ;  and  it  was  the  first, 
and,  he  might  also  say,  the  last  attempt  which 
bad  beeD  made  to  effiaot  any  impratant  olfject 
for  the  benefit  d  the  agricultural  class  of  so- 
CHfy.  But,  sir.  said  Ur.  B.,  the  agriculturists 
do  not  generally  want  asristance ;  they  know 
that  legislation  cannot  be  well  applied  to  them, 
and  that  their  tme  interest  is  to  be  let  alone. 
They  only  need  protection  to  prevent  the  other 
classes  of  oommonity  from  thmstiDs  th^  hands 
into  their  pockets,  and  depriving  them  of  their 
hardly  gamed  earnings.    He  supported  this 
bin  because  he  knew  that  its  provisions  merely 
extended  justice  to  the  class  of  society  whom 
be  had  the  honor  to  represent ;  but,  even  were 
it  for  their  benefit,  he  would  not  support  this, 
or  any  other  bill,  were  it  not  fonnded  on  the 
Inonrtable  ]^<^le8  <it  Juatice.  And  why  did 
tb«  gentlemen  from  Ifaine  and  Hew  Tork  op- 
poaait?  Had  tibeythe  b^ance  ot  reaaon  on 
tbdr  ridet  He  certiunly  thought  not  But  it 
vas  for  the  intereets  of  the  people  Ihey  repre- 
sented; and  their  endeavors  were  to  defend 
tiie  great  salt  works  of  New  York,  and  the 
fiflberies  of  Miune,  from  any  measure  which 
Memed  likely  to  injure  them.   The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  however,  had  complete- 
V  broken  down  their  reasoning.    He  lutd 
mown  that  it  was  an  op^eadTO  duty,  oom- 


mencing  during  the  war,  which  had  now  a 
partial  and  oppresnve  effect  upon  the  agricul- 
tural  community.  'Why  should  the  farmers  be 
subjected  to  such  a  heavy  tax  on  an  article  so 
necessary  to  them  ?  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
pass,  because  its  effect  would  be  to  keep  the 
hands  of  others  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  fann- 
ers, who,  with  less  protection  than  was  bestow- 
ed on  any  other  class,  did  far  more  than  any 
other  for  ^e  general  good  of  the  body  poUtia 
It  was  now  the  piping  time  of  peace,  ami 
son  and  justice  dictated  that  a  burthenaometa^ 
levied  daring  war,  should  be  removed.  It  had 
been  shown  that  we  had  an  exuberant  treasury 
— perhaps  less  so  now  than  usual — but  ample 
for  any  national  or  beneficial  purpose.  Oon- 
gress  was  lavish  of  the  public  money  on  every 
new  project  proposed,  and  surely  the  farmers 
received  the  least  of  it.  Oertuuly,  in  this  one 
instance,  it  behooved  Congress  to  grant  the 
people  this  privilme,  and  take  off  this  heavy 
burthen.  He  could  not  add  to  the  force  of 
what  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamoshire  had 
Bud ;  and  he  might  detract  from  it ;  ne  should, 
therefore,  simply  remark,  that  fae  tmated  the 
bill  would  pasa,  that  the  farmers,  and  even  the 
dumb  aninuls  of  creation,  might  no  longer  be 
restricted,  by  an  odious  taxation,  from  the  free 
and  unreatnuned  ei^oyment  of  the  bounties  d 
nature. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engroaring 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  tibe 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Tub. — Mesara.  Bell,  Becton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
,  Cbandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hayne, 
tkiog,  Enigbt,  Macon,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rowan, 
Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of  S.  C,  White,  Willey,  Wit- 
liama,  WoodbniT— 42. 

NxTS.— VeBBifl.  Buton;  Bonligny,  Chase,  Clayton, 
Dickersoo,  FindUy,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of 
Kt.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Marks,  NoUoi 
Ridgely,  Robbins,  Rug^ea,  Saodford,  Beymottr, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren— 20. 

UoumxT,  February  5. 
Th4  Jhttjf  on  Salt. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal,  in  part, 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being  stated  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill- 
Mr.  BiDosLT  siud  he  did  not  tMnk  the  present 
state  of  the  revenue  such  as  to  make  it  proper 
for  Oongrees  to  cut  off  any  of  its  sources. 
Uudi  had  been  said  of  the  bahmce  which  would 
remain  in  the  treaauiy  after  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  the  year  and  tlie  rinung  fbnd. 
But  he  was  convinoed  that  the  amount  of  tita 
balance  whidi  would  be  left  at  the  disposal  €t 
Congress  had  been  much  overrated.  He  had 
examined  the  question  with  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  he  was  confident  that  tiio  balance, 
instead  of  being,  as  some  had  supposed,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  four  millions,  would  not  be 
more  than  one  miUi(Hi  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 
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[Here  Kr.  Bldgely  exhibited  a  detiOled  viev  of 
the  finaaoea,  Aowiog  that  there  would  be  a  defl- 
deacy  of  abore  $700,000  in  the  aom  to  be  applied 
to  the  Snking  Fund.] 

Mr.  BiDOELT  said  he  wonid  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  any  of  our  rewnrces  ought  to 
he  ent  off  nnder  each  drcnmstanoea.  With 
him  it  was  not  now  a  qneetlon  whether  the 
lednction  contemplated  was  one  which,  in  a 
more  favorable  state  of  things,  ought  to  be 
made.  He  directed  his  atteution  solely  to  the 
condition  of  the  revenue,  and  in  Uiat  he  thought 
mif^  he  fonnd  the  most  conclosiTe  reasonmg 
against  any  reduction  ni  duties^  wh«tb«r  coi 
aailt  at  any  other  cwnmoditr. 

ySi.  BiBxa,  oi  Hd^  said,  he  ftit  under  obUga- 
tk»t  to  the  gentieman  from  Delaware  for  the 
oorreotness  with  which  he  had  st^»d  the  condi- 
tion ot  the  revenue.  He  had  explained  the 
flntject  as  it  was.  The  gentieman  had,  also, 
stated  what  had  not  oome  before  under  tiie 
obeervati<HL  of  H>.  Smith,  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  the  estimates  of  the  current  year 
of  half  a  million.  ICr.  8.  believed  that  state- 
ment was  correct;  and  he  thought  it  should 
have  made  part  of  the  duty  of  uie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasniy  to  have  informed  Congress  of 
the  dista-eponcy  by  a  special  message,  so  that 
attention  might  have  beeu  bestowed  upon  it 
It  waa  much  to  the  credit  of  the  gentieman 
from  Delaware  that  he  had  diacorered  the 
deflolency.  and  it  was  not  much  to  the  honor 
of  himself  r.  8.1  that  he  should  have  over- 
Jooked  it.  From  the  statement  he  had  seen^he 
now  believed  that  defi<nenoy  existed.  The 
Senate  mn^t  to  feel  oUigated  to  the  gentleman 
for  the  expotition.  It  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  induce 
Congress  to  look  to  the  means  of  the  country  be- 
fore  they  engaged  in  lavish  expenditures.  This 
was  not  now  done  sufficientiy :  for  all  were  too 
mnoh  addicted  to  voting  away  lai^  sums,  with- 
out soffioientiy  examiung  into  the  means  at  our 
disposal.  It  was  on  account  of  not  doing  so 
last  year  that  th^  found  themselves  involved 
in  their  present  diffiouhleB.  An  estimate  of  the 
«txpendItHre  of  the  Qovmunent  had  been  made 
mamly  hy  Hr.  Iiowndes;  and,  by  the  reports 
laid  besxe  Congress  this  session,  the  expendi- 
ture last  year  exceeded  the  estimate  no  less  than 
ttuee  millions.  Ue  [Mr.  S.]  thought  it  a  sala- 
tary  oconrrenoe  for  tiie  finances  of  the  country 
to  get  occasionally  into  difScnlCy.  It  was  the 
only  state  of  things  that  could  bring  about 
retrenchment  It  was  so  formerly,  and  it 
always  would  be  so.  He  had  never  found 
Oon^^  willing  to  rednce  the  expenditure  of 
the  Government  until  forced  to  by  necesu^. 
"We  find  that,  on  a  former  occauon,  ihe  Ciovem- 
ment  was  pressed  hard,  and  Congress  was 
Inxnig^t  to  the  neoesnty  using  strict  economy. 
They  did  80,  and  what  waa  the  result?  Inless 
than  three  years  the  Treasun^  was  overflowing. 
The  worst  of  this-4ndeed  the  <mly  evil  effect 
ariring  from  it— wasi  tliat  every  one  seoned  to 


think  that  it  would  dwaysremain.   So  frrhid 
this  opinion  been  entertained,  that,  even  tldi 
year,  uey  had  heard  ao  elaborate  argument  fa 
&vor  of  dividing  the  surplus  revenue  ammg 
the  sevend  States.   If  bu(^  a  plan  is  feasible, 
surely  Coogrees  can  afford  to  redaoe  the  dntj 
on  salt,  the  amount  of  which  is  comperatiTcly 
trifiing.    But,  while  he  nCr.  8.]  doubted  the 
policy  of  the  plan  for  dividing  the  snrplu 
among  the  membera      the  UniMi,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congren  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  salt,  because  it  was  in  tbe^ 
power  to  leasen  other  expenditures  to  meet  that 
reduction,  without  incurring  the  censure  <^ 
throwing  away  the  publio  money,  aa  tb^  oAm 
did.   He  knew  that  the  daty  waa  lo^osed 
under  droomstanoe  that  did  not  afEivd  a  ana- 
tion  for  its  ocmtinnanoe  even  until  this  period. 
At  the  time  that  a  salt  tax  was  first  levied,  the 
country  was  in  difficulty,  we  owed  large  debts, 
and  were  obliged  to  lay  h<^d  of  every  thing, 
evm  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  Aa 
impost  was  levied  on  salt,  which  was  considered 
a  war  duty,  and  afterwards  removed.  When 
this  impost  was  again  laid  on  salt,  during  the 
last  war,  it  was  again  understood  to  be  merely 
a  temporaty  measure.    But,  after  the  war, 
when  the  tariff  of  1816  was  adopted,  the  dnty 
on  every  other  imported  article  was  decreased 
or  removed,  while  this  odious  tax  was  retained. 
Had  not  the  people  great  reason  to  oomidun  ot 
this  partial  and nnfiur  arrangement?  Softras 
the  revenue  waa  ocnoemed,  he  Iboogbt  the 
oi^jeotion  to  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  sustained. 
But  there  were  other  points,  besides  that 
relating  to  the  revenue,  wmoh  had  hewi  hroo^ 
to  bear  upon  the  measure.   He  would,  there- 
fore, leave  the  revenue  where  it  was,  and  asy  4 
few  words  on  the  fisheries  and  mannftoturea 
In  respect  to  the  fisheries,  when  this  sulgect 
was  formerly  brought  forward,  and  a  boontj 
was  first  proposed  to  he  given  to  the  fisheries^ 
ifr.  Madison  ottjected  to  the  granting  of  a 
bounty,  aa  not  allowed  by  the  constitution. 
Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts,  then  proposed 
the  word  alloioatuef  observing  that  they  esied 
very  little  abont  the  word  in  oaae  they  obtained 
theihing.  The  UU  was  passed,  and  they  did  get 
the  thing ;  and,  from  all  r^mrts,  it  appeind 
that  great  frauds  were  committed  unoer  thii 
bounty  law.  The  fishermen  became,  in  some 
instances,  smugglers,  and,  althon^  tfaey  evaded 
the  duty,  received  from  the  Odlectors  the 
bounty.    The  t^ptation  of  twenty  cents  <»i 
the  bushel  waa  too  great  for  their  morally. 
Thus  injury  waa  done  both  to  the  importer  and 
to  the  revenue.    If  Congress  removed  tlii» 
heavy  duty  so  as  to  lessen  the  object  of  smn^* 
gling,  it  was  altogether  probable  that,  nlt^ 
mately,  instead  of  reducing  the  reveuoe,  the 
measure  would,  by  causing  an  increased  impu- 
tation, increase  the  revenue;  at  least  that  U 
would  not  be  diminished.  Certainly  the  oon- 
Bumpti(m<n  the  article  frw  agrioultural  parpesw 
would  be  vasdy  ioereased,  bo  that,  altbo^ 
the  inoouM  from  this  article  would  be  rednood 


Digitized  by 


Googl( 


DBBATES  OF  OONGRESS. 


FBsanABT,  1827.J 


IhUf  on  SalL 


[Sbmats, 


Bominally  800,000  doliara,  it  migbt  fairly  be 
calculated  tbat  no  auch  redacUon  in  the  receipts 
on  salt  wtMiId  take  place.  The  grand  ^aestion, 
bowerer,  aoemed  to  be — Can  ve  nsk  any 
redactiiHi  of  the  revenae  ?   Oan  we  spare  the 
som  for  a  moment}   To  this  he  answered,  yes ; 
Te  caa  do  it  by  saving  and  economy.   We  can 
afford  to  meet  this  redaction,  by  diminishing 
oar  expeoditare  in  other  respects.   It  had  been 
said  thBt   this  reducLioa  would  ii^ure  the 
maiinfaotares.     Whatl   iojure  maaafaotnres 
that  have  enjoyed  for  a  long  seriefl  of  years  the 
protectioa  of  an  onerous  war  duty?  Imure 
manufactures  tbat  have  long  since  arrived  at 
maturity,  and,  for  th«r  benefit,  continue  a 
bnrthenaoine  tax  upon  the  agricultural  classes  t 
£v«n  before  the  imposition  of  tliis  duty,  they 
were  withont  proteotioDf  and  were  prosperous. 
He  tiionght  it  a  great  object  of  l^ialation  .to 
reduce  the  expenses  of  livmg,  as  it  increased  the 
oicoarageinent  to  labor,  and  the  proqterity 
and  comfort  of  all  ranks  of  dtizens.  The 
daties  which  had  been  laid  on  many  of  the 
comforts  and  neoessaries  of  life  had  much  in- 
-  creased  the  expense  of  families — ^he  thought  he 
might  say,  at  least,  one-half.   Aod,  whenever 
any  portion  of  those  duties  could  be  diminished, 
he  was  folly  of  opinion  that  the  diminQtion 
ought  to  take  place.   He  luid  been  told  that  the 
prioe  of  tlie  salt  manufactured  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  25  cents ;  that  it  had  a  doty  to 
wy  of  tea  cents ;  and  it  had  been  said  in  the 
Delate,  that,  taking  away  the  duty,  wonld  not 
reduce  the  price  of  the  article.  Althoo^  tUs 
was  a  doctrine  which  he  never  bad  heard 
beftn^  and  the  philosophy  of  which  he  could 
not  penetrate,  he  was  willing  to  admit  its  truth: 
for,  if  it  was  a  good  theory,  the  redaction  of 
the  duty  oontemplated  by  this  bill  coold  not,  by 
poasibili^,  it^ure  the  maoafacturers  of  salt 
tbroughoot  the  country. 

Kr.  RcooLBs  said,  that  he  ooold  not  vote  for 
the  bilL     It  was  agreed  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  ooantry  required  rather  an  increase  than 
a  reduction  of  its  resonroes.  The  awimeot 
that  this  was  a  war  tax,  had  not  with  him  as 
great  weight  as  with  some  other  gentlemen; 
and  he  was  somewhat  perplexed  to  account, 
Mtis&ctorily,  for  the  manner  of  argoiag  made 
^  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Uaryland.  Be 
Mgan  by  aesentiog  to  the  stateihents  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  relation  to  the 
alanaing  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  and  oon- 
diided  by  argning  that  this  ia  a  war  tax,  and 
ought  to  be  removed.   He  acknowledged  that 
tlie  QoTernment  required  all  the  income  it  now 
enjoyed,  yet  ho  wished  to  remove  this  portion 
of  it.   If  the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  were  correct,  to  his  mind  it  was 
clear  that  the  reduction  could  not  be  afforded, 
ud  tbat  it  was  impolitic  to  pass  the  bill  at  the 
pnwkt  time.  If,  as  bad  been  argued,  it  was  tlie 
wtty  of  Congress  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt  still 
he  thooglit  it  ought  not  to  be  d<«ie  nntil  the 
^anaoe  of  the  ooantry  is  ^aoed  in  a  condition 


to  bear  the  reduction.  Nor  did  he  think  it 
would  be  equitable  to  remove  the  protection 
now  afforded  to  the  manufocturers  of  salt,  with- 
out giving  them  a  little  previous  time  to  prepare 
for  the  change  which  it  would  produce.  By 
suddenly  removing  the  protection,  those  penons 
who  had  invested  large  capitals  in  this  mann- 
fiicture,  and  who  had  supposed  tlie  law  upon 
this  subject  settled  and  permanent,  wonld  be 
seriously  injured.  Many  of  them  would  be 
inevitably  mined  by  the  immediate  operation 
of  this  bill.  If  the  tax  was  reduced  at  all,  he 
thought  this  was  oot  the  time  for  its  reduction. 
He  could  not  believe,  with  his  colleague,  that 
the  people,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  them, 
wooJd  oe  benefited  by  the  change.  He  had 
received  information  npon  the  snbject,  from 
Ohio,  and  that  information  oonvinoea  Mm  that 
the  bill  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  He  knew  of  one  company  in 
which  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  inreated, 
and  a  great  number  of  laborers  employed,  aU 
of  whom  would  be  deprived  of  their  occupa- 
tion, and  the  capitalists  forced  to  abandon,  with 
great  loss,  the  property  invested.  And  if  once 
destroyed,  how  cuuld  we  expect,  in  case  of  a 
future  war,  to  restore  at  once  those  manufacto- 
ries which  require  years  to  perfect  their  estab- 
lishment I  The  duty  hod  been  continued  twelve 
years,  and  not  an  individual  who  engaged  in  the 
manufacture,  ever  dreamed  that  it  was  other 
than  permanent  As  to  the  scarcity  of  salt  in 
Giacinnati  the  reason  was  obvious.  The  river 
had  been  nrozen,  and  it  was  impossible  for  the 
merchuita  to  obtain  their  snpplies.  And  wlule 
on  tliis  part  of  his  colleagae's  statement,  he 
would  ask  if  the  people  of  Ohio  had  ever  peti- 
tioned for  protectioa  from  the  combinations, 
the  effects  of  which  are  described  as  so  oppres- 
sive f  If  they  had  not,  there  was  no  reason  to 
believe  that  they  were  desirous  of  a  change. 
The  truth  seemed  to  be,  that  this  was  a  measure 
got  up  in  the  Senate,  upon  which  the  desires  of 
the  people  bad  not  l>een  consulted  or  obtained. 
He  thought  that,  before  a  law  of  the  kind  was 
passed,  the  wiiihes  of  the  community  ought  to  be 
consulted:  and  he  doubted  not  tiieir  deoisicn 
would  have  been,  keep  on  the  duty  until  the 
debts  of  the  nation  are  paid.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  against  the  bilL 

iSr.  Yak  Gubbn  said,  that  in  tlie  present 
aoknowjedged  condition  of  the  revenue,  it 
appeared  improper  to  introduce  any  bill  which 
would  tend  to  lessen  the  income  of  the  Trea»* 
ory.  The  deficiency  of  the  public  funds  was 
now  reduced  to  a  certainty.  Congress  began 
this  year  with  the  suppitsition  that  there  were 
two  and  a  half  millions  in  the  Treasury.  He 
now  understood  that  this  was  erroneous,  and 
that,  owing  to  an  error,  that  amount  must  be 
redoced  to  one  million  four  Imndred  thousand 
doUars,  which,  according  to  the  computation  of 
the  gentleman  from  I^aware,  was  the  simi 
reinnining  in  the  Treasury.  And  this  sam  was 
there  by  reason  of  the  Secretary  having  omitted 
to  pay  the  two  millioDa  reserved  as  a  dnking 
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ftind.  80  that,  if  the  Treasorf  had  p«d  its 
obligations,  it  would  have  been  miona  seren 
handred  tiioosand  dollars.  The  deficiency 
certainly  oocnrred  before  the  jneaent  Secretary 
came  into  office :  hat  it  was  a  want  of  fidth  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  not  paying  the 
sinking  fund,  and  the  fourteen  hundred  uionsand 
dollars  was  in  the  Treasnir,  beoanse  that  ftand 
had  not  been  paid.  He  sboold,  on  the  ground 
the  condtUon  of  the  finances,  oppose  the  bill 
with  his  vote. 

Mr.  JoHtrsToir,  of  Xonislana,  s^d,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York  -was 
entirely  mistaken.  The  gentleman  frum  Dela- 
ware had,  in  his  opinion,  made  a  mistake  of 
half  a  million.  The  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasnnr  was  an  imaginary  sum,  and  mnch  of 
the  fnnd  consisted  of  bonds.  The  sara  to  be  re- 
served from  the  expenditure,  for  a  sinking  fund, 
was  two  miUiuns.  This  could  not  be  Daid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasnry,  who  iiad  no 
anthority  for  doing  so.  The  gentleman  knew 
that  the  revenue  hod  been,  during  the  last  year, 
defrauded  of  one  million,  which  never  happened 
before ;  and  this  would,  in  some  measure,  ac- 
count for  the  present  condition  of  the  finances. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  seemed  to  think 
the  expenditure  of  last  year  an  unreasonablo 
one,  as  he  passed  some  general  censure  on  the 
appropriations.  Mr.  J.  thought,  if  the  gentle- 
man would  tarn  hia  attention  to  those  appro- 
pnatioufi,  he  would  find  them  all'essential.  He 
then  enumerated  the  prominent  objects  to  which 
money  hod  been  api^ropriated  by  Congress  last 
year,  and  concluded  by  observing,  that  it  was 
an  error  to  suppose  that  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  the  Oovemment  was  greater  last 
year  tlian  any  previous  year;  as  It  was  not  so. 

Mr.  KuooELT  conceived  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  was  mistaken  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  sinking  fund, 

Mr.  JonxBTON'  replied,  that  he  spoke  of  the 
act  only  as  it  was  construed  by  the  Oommis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  RiDGELT  read  the  act.  Of  the  surplus  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  after  the  expenditure  of 
the  year,  by  the  fourth  section,  two  millions 
were  to  be  reserved  cs  a  permanent  sinking 
fanH.  It  was  admitted  that  there  was  now  due 
to  the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  this  fund, 
the  Bttn  of  three  mUUons.  Here,  then,  was  an 
engagement  which  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to 
meet,  and  taking  this  fact  alone,  it  did  appear 
that  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  coula  not 
be  disoha^ed, 

lb.  Chandlkb  ffidd,  that,  althou^  it  might 
he  uncommon  that  there  were  few  or  no  peti* 
tions  in  favor  of  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
ct,  the  duty  on  salt  was  a  great  and  oppressive 
urthen  to  the  agricultural  interest  As  to  this 
argument  against  the  bill,  the  Senate  was  every 
day  in  the  habit  of  acting  upon  bills  introduo^ 
on  the  motion  of  a  member.  He  considered  it 
of  very  little  importance,  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
subject  It  was  known  that  this  dnty  was  a 
tax  levied  during  the  war,  and  to  effect  the  por- 
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poses  of  a  war.  It  was  never  intended  that  it 
shoidd  rem^n,  when  thatstate  of  thingsccased. 
The  sooner,  therefore,  it  was  taken  oS,  the 
sooner  Justloe  wonld  be  don^  which  had  loi^ 
bem  ddayed.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  {Mr. 
Hdwlbb]  seemed  to  think  that,  if  the  tax  vm 
removed  at  all,  it  should  have  been  immediatdy 
after  the  war  ;  and  that,  now  it  had  been  tstiRet- 
ed  to  remain  so  long,  it  would  be  a  serious  evil 
to  remove  it  But  this  was  not  good  reason- 
ing or  just  policy.  That  gentleman  also  ob- 
jected that  the  people  had  not  generally  pe^ 
tioned  against  the  tax.  Bat  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  the  disposition  of  the  farmers  of  the 
country.   They  were  a  peaceable  class,  quietly 

ftnrsuing  their  laborious  occupations,  who  be- 
ieved  that  Congress  wonld  relieve  them,  and 
who  knew  that  the  object  was  in  progress  for 
that  purpose.  They,  thereftve,  did  not  think  it 
neoesBary  to  load  the  table  with  complunts  of 
a  burthen  which  they  had  long  and  patiently 
endured,  and  whidi  they  believed  was  generally 
understood.  Mr.  O.  believed  the  du^  ought  to 
be  removed — he  tutd  heard  no  argument  of 
wwght  against  the  hill — and  he  knew  no  reason 
under  Heaven  why  the  duty  should  be  retained, 
or  Congress  should  refuse  to  relieve  the  ouij 
class  of  people  who,  in  a  time  of  peace,  labored 
under  the  of^ression  of  a  war  tax. 

Mr.  Brasoh  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
bod  remarked  that  this  bill  was  the  only  off- 
spring of  the  Agricultural  Committee ;  and  he 
hiad  hoped  that  gentleman  would  have  extended 
his  accustomed  urbanity  to  tliis  only  measure 
for  the  benefit  of  thatne^ected  class,  which  had 
been  brought  before  the  Senate  during  thi* 
sesnon.  From  this  consideration  ahmcp-^at 
the  Agricultural  Committee  had  importuned 
the  Senate  so  little,  this  subject  was  entitled  to 
attention.  But  it  had  other  claims  upon  Con- 
gress. It  had  a  claim  founded  in  ju^lce,  and 
the  equal  rights  of  diflerent  classes  of  citizens. 
Tlie  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill,  after  at- 
tempting various  grounds  of  argument,  had 
settled  down  upon  the  revenue ;  and  here  they 
made  their  most  desperate  stand.  The  first  po- 
sition taken  by  them,  was  the  injury  imagined, 
which  this  bill  would  infiict  upon  the  fisheries 
The  gentleman  from  Now  Hamjishiro  had  most 
effectually  driven  them  from  that  ground.  It 
was  clear  they  were  at  ftult  in  that  point ;  and 
are  they  not  as  much  in  error  bore?  How  do 
all  the  statements  which  have  been  made  this 
morning  agree  with  those  we  have  heard  but 
wiihia  a  short  time  ?  At  the  opening  of  the 
season  we  had  an  exuberant  Treasury — we  were 
then  overflowing  with  wealth.  But  now,  when 
we  ask  the  removal  of  this  partial  and  exorbi- 
tant impost,  what  is  the  answer !  We  are  told, 
forsooth,  that  the  Treasury  is  dnuned.  We  can 
appropriate  money  for  every  other  object.  But 
the  scarcity  is  severely  folt  when  ony  endeavor 
is  made  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  agricnl- 
turo.  We  can  appropriate  our  ihonsands  for 
foreign  objects,  but  it  is  difiicult  to  obtain  aa- 
nstanoe  for  the  laboring  oraimtmity  at  houMb 
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Tea,  from  a  principle  of  fiilBe  philanthropy,  the 
CrOTemment,  last  year,  appropnatedtwo  ortliree 
imndred  thonsand  dollars  for  the  pnrcbaBe  of  a 
frigate  for  the  Greeks.  It  was  done  covertly, 
I  admit — bnt  it  was  done ;  aod  we  then  heard 
nothing  of  the  poverty  of  the  Treasary — noth- 
ing  of  eeoDomy — QOthing  of  the  danger  of  en- 
croaching upon  the  money  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pnUio  debt.  This  coarse  of  expen- 
ditore  bad  gone  on  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
Salt  bill  was  touched  upon,  and  then  the  mine 
spriiiga :  then  we  are  a  wretched  Banlcrupt  Na- 
tion, aod  cannot  afford  to  reduce  the  paltry  snm 
of  three  hondrcd  tliooaand  dollara  of  the  duty 
oa  aalt,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and,  I  may 
say,  the  whole  people :  for  this  is  emphatic^y 
the  pe<^]e'B  bill.  Kow  we  have  no  funds  to 
spare,  and  another  step  will  rain  the  oomitry. 
I  had  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  expected  to  meet  with 
this  want  of  liberality,  especidly  after  the  re- 
port in  favor  of  the  bill,  by  the  Committee  of 
Finance.  The  only  question  was,  whether  we 
oould  dispense  with  this  amount  (tf  revenue;  for 
aa  opinion  upon  that  point,  the  UII  was  re- 
ibrred  to  the  finance  Omnmittee ;  and  the  able 
cbaiimaa  informs  ua  that  it  can  be  done;  that, 
bj  retrenchment  in  other  useless  expenditures, 
ve  can,  at  length,  perform  this  act  of  justice  to 
the  most  nsefol  class  of  our  community.  Btill, 
we  are  told  that  the  country  is  bankrupt ;  and, 
even  tlie  friends  of  the  Adrainistration  tell  us 
so.  in  contradiction  to  the  Message  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  at  the  opening  of  the  sesnon,  which 
informed  ns  that  our  Treasurer  was  overflowing. 
He  hoped  these  inconsistencies  would  have  no 
efiect  upon  the  Senate:  but  that,  convicced  of 
the  Jostioe  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill, 
St  would  be  mocessful. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
Tote,  and  sent  to  the  other  Honae  for  conour< 
rence: 

TxA&— tfessrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
<3wiDbeR,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Har- 
rison, H«yne,  King,  Koight,  ItMon,  McKinley, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rowan,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of 
S.  C,  White,  WUley,  WilUanl^  Woodbury— 24. 

Kays. — Messrs.  Burton,  Bateman,  Bouligny,  Chase, 
Oayton,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  Hendricks,  Hdmes, 
Jcriinson  of  Ky.,  JobnstoQ  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Marks, 
Koble,  Bidgely,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Sey- 
Mour,  TLomafl,  Van  Buren — 21. 

The  United  States  and  Qtorgia. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States^  bjr  the  hands  of 
his  private  Secretary : 
To  ike  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

Xepreeentatiixt  of  the  JTnittd  8t<Ue»: 

Washimoton,  bth  February,  182Y. 
I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Coogresft, » letter 
from  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  who  invoke  the  protection  of  the  Oovem- 
nent  of  the  United  States,  In  defence  of  the  rights 
and  territory  secured  to  that  nation  by  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington,  and  ratified  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  on  tbe  twenty-secmd  of  A^ 


[Senatb. 

The  complaint  set  forth  in  this  letter,  lliat  Sur- 
veyors from  Georgia  have  been  employed  in  sur- 
veying lands  within  the  Indian  territory,  as  secured 
by  that  treaty,  ts  autbenUcated  by  information  in< 
officially  received  from  otlter  qoorters,  and  there  is 
reason  to  l>elieve  that  one  or  more  of  the  Surveyors 
have  been  arrested  in  their  progress  by  the  Indians. 
Their  forbearance,  and  reliiuice  upon  the  good  faith 
of  the  United  States,  will,  it  is  hoped,  avert  scenes 
of  violence  and  blood,  which  there  is  otherwise  too 
much  cause  to  aj^irehend  wiU  remit  from  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
80th  of  March,  1603,  to  regulate  trade  and  inter* 
course  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  pence 
on  the  frontiers,  it  is  provided,  that  if  any  citizen 
of,  or  other  person  resident  in,  the  United  States, 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  or 
secured,  or  granted  by  treaty  with  the  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  survey,  or  attempt  to 
eurvey,  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  tbe  boun- 
daries by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such  offender 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  BufTcr  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.  By  the  16th  and  ITth  sections  of  tncsame 
statute,  two  diAinct  processes  are  prescribed,  by 
either  or  both  of  whieh,  tbe  above  enactment  may 
be  carried  into  ezecotion.  By  tho  first,  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  lawfiil  for  tbe  military  force  of  the 
United  States  to  apjnehend  every  person  found  in 
the  Indian  country,  over  and  beyond  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
tribes,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or  reg- 
ulations of  the  act,  and  immediately  to  convey 
them,  in  tho  nearest  convement  and  safe  route,  to 
the  dvil  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  some  one 
of  the  three  next  m^'olidog  States  or  Districts,  to 
be  proceeded  against  in  due  course  of  lav. 

By  the  second,  it  is  directed,  that,  if  any  person 
charged  with  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or 
regulations  of  tbe  act,  shall  he  found  within  any  of 
of  the  United  Sutes,  or  either  of  their  territorial 
districts,  such  offender  may  be  there  apprehended, 
and  brought  to  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  soch 
crime  or  offence  bad  been  committed  within  sncli 
State  or  District ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  when  called 
upon  by  the  civil  ma^stratea,  or  any  proper  officer, 
or  other  person  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose, 
and  having  a  lawful  warrant,  to  ud  and  assist  such 
magistrate,  officer,  or  other  person  bo  authorized 
in  arresting  such  offender,  and  comnuttiog  him  to 
safe  custody  for  trial  according  to  lav. 

Tbe  first  of  these  processes  is  adapted  to  the  ar- 
rest of  the  trespasser  upon  Indian  territories,  on  the 
spot,  and  in  the  act  of  committing  the  offence.  But, 
as  it  applies  the  action  of  tbe  Government  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  places  where  tbe  civil  process  of 
the  law  bos  no  anUiorised  course,  it  is  committed 
entirely  to  tbe  fimctions  of  tbe  ndUtary  force  to 
arrest  tiie  person  of  tbe  offender,  and  after  bring- 
ing him  within  tho  reach  of  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts,  there  to  deliver  him  Into  custody  for  trial. 
The  second  makes  the  violator  of  tbe  law  amenable 
only  after  bis  offence  has  been  consummated,  and 
when  he  has  returned  within  tbe  dvil  juristUction 
of  the  Union.  This  process,  in  the  first  instance. 
Is  merely  of  a  civil  character,  bntmay,  in  like  mani 
ner,  be  enforced,  by  calling  In,  If  neoeasary,  tite 
tad  of  the  miliury  force. 

Entertaining  no  doubt  that,  la  the  prewnt  caa^ 
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tho  resort  to  either  of  these  modes  of  process,  or 
to  both,  was  within  the  discretion  of  the  Exeoutlve 
authority,  and  penetrated  with  the  duty  of  main- 
taining the  rights  of  the  Indians,  as  secured  both 
by  the  treaty  and  the  hiw,  I  concluded,  after  full 
deliberation,  to  haTe  recourse  on  this  occasion,  !n 
the  first  instance,  only  to  the  civil  process.  In- 
structions  have  accordingly  been  given  by  the  Sec- 
rctary  of  War,  to  the  Attorney  and  Marshal  of  the 
United  States  in  the  District  of  Georgia,  to  com* 
meace  prosecuUons  against  the  Surveyors  compliun- 
ed  of  as  having  violated  the  lav,  while  orders  have 
at  the  same  time  been  forwarded  to  the  Agent  of 
the  United  States,  at  once  to  assure  the  Indians 
that  tbcir  rights,  founded  upon  the  treaty  and  the 
law,  are  recognized  by  this  GoTemnient,  and  will 
be  faithfully  protected,  and  eunestly  to  exhort 
them,  by  the  forbearance  of  every  act  of  hostility 
on  their  part,  to  preserve  unimpaired  that  right 
to  protection,  secured  to  them  by  the  sacred  pledge 
of  the  good  faith  of  this  nation.  Co[des  of  these 
instructions  and  orders  are  herewith  transmitted  to 
Congress. 

In  abstaining,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
from  the  application  of  any  military  force,  I  have 
been  governed  by  considerations,  which  will,  I  trust, 
meet  the  concnrrcnce  of  the  Legislature.  Among 
them,  one  of  paramount  importance  has  been,  that 
these  eurvcTs  have  been  attempted,  and  partly 
effected,  under  color  of  legal  authority  from  the 
State  of  Georgia.  That  the  Surveyors  are  therefore 
not  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  individual  and  soli- 
tary transgressors,  but  as  the  .Agents  of  a  sovereign 
State,  acting  in  obedience  to  authority  which  they 
believed  to  be  binding  upon  them.  Intimations 
had  been  given  that,  ahoutd  they  meet  with  inter- 
ruption, they  would,  at  all  hazards,  be  sustained  by 
thu  military  force  of  the  State,  in  which  event,  it 
the  military  forve  of  the  Union  should  have  been 
employed  to  enforce  its  viohtted  law,  aconflict  mtut 
have  ensued,  which  would,  in  itself,  have  inflicted  a 
wound  upon  the  Union,  and  bare  presented  the 
aspect  of  one  of  these  confederated  States  at  war 
with  the  rest.  Anxious,  above  all,  to  avert  this 
state  of  things,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  impressed 
with  the  deepest  conviction  of  my  own  duty,  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed,  and  the 
iiuth  of  the  nation  preserved,  I  have  used,  of  the 
means  entrusted  to  the  Executive  for  that  purpose, 
only  those  which,  without  resorting  to  military 
force,  may  vindicate  the  sanctity  of  the  law,  by  the 
ordinary  agency  of  the  Judicial  tribunals. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  under  the  con- 
structions given  to  it  by  the  Governor  of  that  State, 
and  the  surveys  made,  or  attempted,  by  his  authori- 
ty, iMjODd  the  boundary  seeured  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  of  April  last,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  are 
in  direct  violation  of  the  Supreme  Law  of  this  land, 
set  forth  in  a  Treaty,  which  has  received  all  the 
sanctions  provided  by  the  constitution,  which  we 
have  been  sworn  to  support  and  maintain. 

Happily  distributed  as  the  soverngo  powers  of 
the  people  of  this  Utuon  bare  been,  between  their 
General  and  State  Governments,  their  history  has 
already  too  often  presented  coUi^ns  between  these 
divided  authorities,  with  regard  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  powers.  }i0  instance,  however, 
has  hitherto  occurred,  in  which  this  collision  has 
been  urged  into  a  conflict  of  actual  force.  No 
Other  ease  is  known  to  have  happened,  in  vbiob  the 
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application  of  military  force  by  the  Gorernnient  of 
the  Union  has  been  prescribed  for  the  enforeenent 
of  a  law,  the  violation  of  which  has,  within  aay 
single  State,  been  prescribed  by  a  lef^^tive  act  of 
the  State.  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  mj  duty 
to  say,  that,  if'the  Legislative  and  Executive  Au- 
thorities of  the  State  of  Georgia  should  persevere  ia 
acta  of  encroachment  upon  toe  territories  Bccured 
by  a  solemn  Treaty  to  the  Indians,  and  the  laws  of 
the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded  obliga- 
tion, even  higher  than  that  of  human  anUiority, 
will  compel  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce  the  laws,  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  nation, 
by  all  the  force  committed  for  that  purpose  to  his 
charge.  That  the  arm  of  military  force  wiU  be 
resorted  to  only  in  the  event  of  the  fail  are  of  all 
other  expedients  provided  by  the  laws,  a  pledge  bas 
been  given,  by  the  forbearance  to  employ  it  at  thie 
time.  It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congre— 
to  determine,  whether  any  further  act  of  legidation 
may  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  meet  the  em^ 
gency  which  thim  transactions  may  produce. 

JOHN  QUIKCy  ADAMS. 

The  Heasoge  fasving  been  read — 

Mr.  BEifTON  moved  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
sage to  the  Jndiciary  Committee.  At  first  be 
had  thought  it  a  fit  subject  for  a  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  but  he  did 
not  now  ihiak  so,  as  there  were  qneatioiis  in- 
volved in  the  Message  in  relation,  to  the  en- 
forcement of  laws  and  treaties,  which  reqnired 
an  investigation  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Bebbibn  stud :  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  that  tliia  Message,  and  the  ae- 
compaoying  doouments,  ought  not  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committoe  on  Indian  Affain^  be- 
cause they  involve  questions  very  muui  bejond 
the  limits  of  those  which  aro  ordinarily  and  ^ 
propriately  assigned  to  that  committee.  I  die- 
agree  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  they  consti- 
tute a  proper  snl^ect  of  reference  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  ;  and  so  perfect  ia  my  reliance 
on  the  correctness  of  liis  judgment,  when  be 
shall  have  directed  his  atteotioa  to  the  various 
subjects  of  this  Message,  that  I  ^all  not  bedtate 
to  propose  a  different  reference,  in  the  confi- 
dence that  he  will,  on  ftirther  reflection,  ooncur 
with  me  in  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  it, 
and  will  therefore  wiUidraw  bis  motion. 

Sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Message  now  before  us,  has  called  ns  to  the  oon- 
sideratira  of  TBrious  ^estion%  in  their  nature 
grave,  impMrtaQ^  and  delicate. 

Se  has  told  yon  that  certain  oMctT§  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  acting  vtithin  the  limitt  <jf 
that  State,  and  under  the  authoritjf  ofite  Ia«H 
have  violated,  according  to  Ais  constmction  of 
it.  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
He  has  told  yon  that,  according  to  his  con- 
etmction  of  that  act,  he  is  authorized  to  arrest 
these  officers  thus  engaged  in  the  eiecntion  of 
their  duty,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  and 
within  its  limits,  and  to  bring  them  to  trial  be- 
fore the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States, 
w,  at  hie  direction^  to  employ  the  military 
forces  of  the  Union,  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  bayonets  of  its  regular  aoldieiy, 
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to  ooerc6  the  State  of  Georgia,  through  tbese 
ofBcera^  to  Bubmit  to  Alt  ooDstractioa  of  tbis 
act,  and  his  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  that 
State.  He  has  told  yon  that  he  has  already  di- 
rected tlie  arrest  and  trial  of  these  officers,  as 
offenders  against  the  laws  <tf  the  United  States; 
and  before  an;  deddon  of  yoors  can  operate, 
this  mandate  will  no  doubt  have  been  carried 
into  effect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  arrest  of  the 
sopposed  offenders.  He  submits  to  you  the  in- 
qtury,  whether  any  act  of  legislation  be  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States ;  and  accompanies  tMs  inquiry  with  the 
declaration  of  his  determination,  under  a  sense 
of  higher  obli|;ations  than  any  which  Oongress 
can  impose,  if  in  his  view  it  shall  Iiecome  neces- 
sary, to  call  out  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  this  act  of  Congress  into  effect, 
according  to  hU  understanding  of  its  meaning 
and  intent. 

Sir^  I  repeat  the  declaration.  The  questions 
presented  by  this  Message  are  grave,  important, 
and  delicate.  They  cannot  be  arranged  under 
the  bead  of  tiie  duties,  appropriately  and  pecn- 
Uarly  assigned  to  any  one  of  the  sUmding  com- 
mittees of  this  House. 

AdmitUng,  as  in  deference  to  the  authority 
by  which  they  are  asserted,  we  are  bound  to 
do,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  facts  stated  are  tme,  the  first  question  pre- 
sented is  this : 

Does  the  case  stated  fall  under  the  proTisions 
ttf  the  act  of  Congress  referre<l  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage? Abstractedly  considered,  as  a  mere 
<uie^a  of  statutory  construction,  I  agree  that 
uiis  is  a  fit  snl^eot  for  inquiry  by  the  Juditriary 
Committee.  But  another  question  immediately 
nperrenes.  The  Present,  in  tiie  same  iSi»- 
Mge,  tells  yon  that  he  has  ahea4y  talcen  meas- 
ures to  submit  this  question  to  the  decidon 
of  the  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
With  a  knovled^  of  this  fact,  is  it  proper  for 
US  to  give  our  sanction  to  the  use  of  the  military 
force  of  the  Union,  dnrlng  the  pendency  of  this 
Jndidal  investigation?  1  apprehend  this  in- 
qoiry  transcends  the  limits  of  the  duties  assign- 
ed to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It  woidd  be- 
long more  appropriately  to  a  committee  on  the 
Bt^of  the  Republic,  if  such  a  committee  existed. 

£icluding  tne  idea  of  the  actual  pendency  of 
t  JadiiMal  inquiry,  which  has  been  instituted 
nuer  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  lumself,  another  question  presmta  itself; 
vhieb,  in  my  view,  eqaally  transcends  the  limits 
of  tiie  duties  whieh  appn^Hiately  belong  to  the 
Jndietary  Committee.  I  state  it  thns : 

Is  the  resort  to  military  force,  lefore  Judicial 
*»^utfy  t«  had^  an  appropriate  mode  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States 
of  this  Confederacy  f  The  question,  sir,  is  nou 
comparatively  unimportant  The  feeling  of  in- 
dignation, of  abhorrence,  which  saoli  a  measnre 
vould  excite,  would  be  so  strong,  so  universal, 
"Ut,  happily  for  us,  no  man  in  the  times  in 
vbich  we  live,  would  dare  to  resort  to  it.  Or, 
ttha  had  the  aadadty  to  do  so,  he  would  bring 


down  upon  himself  the  merited  execrations  of 
the  whole  American  people.  Bnt  we  are  estab- 
lishing, so  for  as  may  depend  upon  us,  principles 
which  may  affect  the  future  destinies  of  this 
Repalilio;  and  our  experience  has  taught  us, 
how  promptiy  precedents  ue  resorted  to,  to 
Bustun  assumptions  of  power. 

Another  question,  alike  grave,  presents  itself 
to  onr  oolutderation,  and  it  is  eqnally  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  duties  of  any  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  Honse. 

If  the  line  of  conduct  which  the  State  and  its 
officers  are  l)ound  to  pursue,  is  prescribed  by 
law — if  the  United  States  has  a  ri?ht  to  judicial 
inquiry,  as  to  the  effect  and  operation  of  that 
law,  on  the  case  stated  in  the  Message,  Mas  not 
the  State  of  Georgia  an  eqval  right  to  tuch 
judicial  inquiry  t  Where  i*  the  evidence  that 
the  shunt  it  f  If  she  meets  the  investigation 
which  the  President  teUs  you  he  has  durected 
to  be  instituted,  are  her  officers  to  have  a  fdr 
and  an  impartial  tiial— 4he  privilege  which  is 
allowed  to  the  veriest  culprit— or  are  they  to 
encounter  it  under  the  previous  denuncmtiott 
of  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  army  to  back  them  ? 

It  is  another  subject  of  grave  and  interesting 
inquiry,  which  every  lover  of  peace,  every 
friend  of  the  Union,  will  delight  to  pursue, 
whether  some  other  mode  may  not  be  devised, 
by  which  this  difficulty  may  be  adjusted,  with- 
out arraying  a  sovereign  State  <n  this  Union 
against  the  Confederacy,  either  in  the  forum  or 
the  field.  If,  happily,  such  a  measure  can  be 
devised,  all  will  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
sorted to ;  and  yet  the  questions  necessai;  to 
its  determination  are  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
daties  of  any  standing  committee  of  this  House. 

Iliere  is  yet  a  remaining  question,  full  of  im- 
portance to  every  member  of  this  Confederacy. 
Tlie  President  of  the  United  States  has  anuonno- 
ed  to  us  his  construction  of  an  Act  of  Congress, 
and  has  alleged  the  violation  of  that  Act,  by  the 
officers  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  acting  within 
her  limits,  and  under  the  authority  of  her  laws. 
He  has  declared  his  resolution  to  carry  that  Act 
into  effect,  according  to  the  construction  which 
he  has  given  to  it,  by  the  use,  if  it  shall  become 
necessary,  of  all  the  means  at  his  disposal.  He 
has  distincUy  announced  to  us  his  determina- 
tion, as  an  ultimate  resort,  to  avul  himsdf  of  the 
military  arm  of  the  Union. 

On  aqoestion  of  contested  right,  between  the 
United  States  and  tiie  State  ctf  Georgia,  which 
h  BtnaAy  in  a  tr^  of  Judidal  investigation  be- 
fore the  tribanals  of  the  Umon,  mider  his  im- 
mediate orders,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  connders  himself  authorized  and  bound, 
under  a  sense  of  higher  obligations  than  any 
which  you  can  impose,  to  send  the  army  of  the 
United  States  into  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Geoi^ia,  to  coerce  her  submission  to  his  wil! — 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  if  snch  an  exercise  of  power  may 
find  the  color  of  justification,  under  existing 
lawB,  does  it  not  beotone  aS|  aa  the  goardiansof 
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the  rights  of  the  States,  by  some  clear  and  ex- 
plicit act  of  legislation,  to  take  from  each  an  ex- 
ercise of  prerogative  the  shadow  of  pretence? 
I  snbmit,  then,  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
and  to  this  Uoase,  the  question,  whether  this 
Meseage,  thus  involving  an  inquiry  materially 
ftffecting  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
Union,  and  the  powers  and  the  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  any  of  the  ordinary  standiug  commit- 
tees of  this  Honse  f  And,  believing,  as  I  do, 
tliat  a  committee  spedally  consUtated  for  the 
purpose  of  this  inqairy,  will  most  efGactnaUy  ac- 
complish the  olfjeota  which  every  one  should 
desire  to  attain,  tbe  ascertainment  of  troth,  the 
administration  of  Justice,  and  the  preservation 
of  tlie  constitutional  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  Union,  I  move  that  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States^  and  the  accom- 
panying dooomenta,  be  referred  to  a  setect  com- 
mittee. 

Hr.  IIoucEs  said,  that  it  seemed  that  jiart  of 
tbe  Message,  in  reality,  belonged  to  tbe  Judi- 
ciary Committee ;  that  another  part  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  and  that 
another  portion  fairly  belonged  to  tbe  Military 
Oommittee.  There  was  another  portion  of  this 
Message,  which  illustrated  on  opinion  which  Mr. 
H.  hod  long  entertained.  He  had,  for  a  long 
time,  oonsdered  tliere  was  a  dc^ciency  in 
the  standing  oummitteee,  and  that  another  ought 
to  be  added  to  those  which  already  existed  in 
the  Senate.   A  committee  to  decide  npon  all 

aoeations  between  the  States  and  the  United 
tates,  would,  he  thonf^t,  be  a  valuable  ad- 
dition ;  and  it  would  very  properly  receive  the 
name  of  tbe  Oommittee  of  ue  States.  He 
would  only  say,  that  he  was  sorry  aoy  collision 
^ould  take  place  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  any  of  tbe  State  Governments; 
and  a  question  of  such  a  nature  ought  rather  to 
be  referred  to  a  select  than  a  standing  committee. 

Mr.  BsNTON  observed,  that,  on  tbe  first  hear- 
ing of  the  Message,  he  hod  thought  the  Ju- 
diciary Oommittee  a  proper  reference ;  but,  on 
further  consideration  of  the  Tarions  questions 
involved  in  that  document,  he  was  disposed  to 
agree  wi1&  the  gentleman  from  Goorgio,  that 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  He  would,  therefore,  with- 
iraw  the  motion  be  had  made. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place;  when 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Habbisox,  to  lay  the  Message 
on  the  table,  was  negatived — '18  to  26. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bkbbibn 
to  refer  it  to  a  select  oommittee  of  five,  was 
then  put,  and  carried. 

[The  following  additional  documents  on  this 
subject  were  communicated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  a  subsequent  day,  and 
referred  to  the  some  committee. 

7b  fiU  Smau  and  Iloim  of  Repretaoa&vet  of  0» 

United  Stales : 

■WianisQTOii,  Bth  FA.,  1827. 
I  commnaictte  to  Coogress  cojdeaof  a  letter  flrom 


the  Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  received  riace 
my  Message  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  enclocnrei 
received  itith  it,  further  conflrDiatiTe  of  the  fiuti 
stated  in  that  Hessi^e. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAUS. 

EXECTTITK  BepABTMBST,  GbORGU. 
MiUedgetilU,  VIA  January,  1627. 

8iB :  Aa  the  offlcera  of  Georgia,  engaged  in  tbe 
execution  of  their  duties  near  to  its  western  boun- 
dary, by  order  of  tho  Legislative  and  Execntirv 
authority  of  tbe  State,  have  suffered  fVcqscnt  in- 
terruption from  die  Indians  of  tbe  Cre^  nation, 
accompanied  by  indignities  and  insaUs  sulBcienlly 
aggravated,  and  are  still  threatened  with  others  tn 
more  violent  and  outrageous  character ;  and,  u 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  your  Agent  of  Indian 
Aflddra  is  the  prime  mover  and  instigator  of  the 
same,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  lay  before  you  tbo 
enclosed  papersia  support  of  that  belief,  and  touk 
the  favor  of  yoo  to  inform  me  if  that  officer  is  so 
actiiig  by  your  authority,  or  vfth  your  sanction  and 
countenance.  It  may  be  thought  painiul  encash 
that  the  United  States,  whose  undoubted  right  it  u, 
shall  enter  into  controversy  with  Georgia  on  the  va- 
lidity of  treaties,  and  the  lawfulness  of  boundariefl^ 
traspasaes  committed  on  the  one  side,  or  right  of 
soveretgoty  violated  on  the  other,  with  the  reioedial 
or  redressivo  measures  demanded  by  either. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  President  would 
transfer  the  sovereign  attributes  to  a  subattem 
agent,  much  less  that  ho  would  delegate  them  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  for  insult 
to  their  public  functionaries,  tm  invasion  of  their 
Territorial  rights,  and,  finally,  for  bloodshed. 

If  these  powers  have  been  insolently  assumed  by 
such  subaltern,  for  such  purposes,  it  is  not  for  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  to  dictate  to  the  Preaideut  the 
measures  which  ought  to  follow,  as  well  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  honor  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  in  repara- 
tion of  the  wrongs  done  to  Georgia.  The  Pre»dent 
is  competent  to  judge  tbem,  and  the  Governor 
doubts  not  his  willin^ess  to  judge  them  righUy. 
"With  great  consideration  and  renwct, 

O.  H.  TROUP. 

Thb  President  of  the  UmrtD  Stathl 

Ccps  <^  a  ietor  from  WOey  FWmbm  to  Govtrmr 

Traup. 

Ilia  DuTRicr,  Gabsol  Ooonr, 
Jauurg  tid,  18S7. 
BtB :  I  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  have  been 

able  to  complete  my  survey  without  troubfing  yon, 
or  being  troubled  by  the  Indians,  but  in  thisl  lw« 
been  deceived.  Eight  or  ten  lusty  fellows  rode  np 
to  my  camp  last  night,  with  a  letter,  written  ^ 
Crowell,  and  signed  by  several  Chie&,  and  orderrt 
mo  to  desist  from  surveying  the  line  on  the  west 
side  of  the  new  treaty  line.  Mr.  Bogers,  who  m- 
veys  the  idnth  district,  uid  who  will  be  the  be«er 
of  this,  was  broken  up  by  them  yesterday.  J"" 
wDl  know  best  what  measures  to  pursue  in  regard  to 
the  affair,  but  if  the  surrey  proceeds,  a  proiection 
must  be  afforded  us,  and  that  must  be  snfficifiii  w 
protect  the  whole  frontier  line,  from  the  int«^ 
secUon  of  the  Cherokee  Ime  with  the  State 
to  Miller's  Bend.  There  is  about  one-fomu  oi 
my  district  that  Ues  west  of  Bririifs  line,  M«  i 
yesterday  completed  my  meridian  lines  througn'*' 
I  shall,  to-day,  commence  my  traverse  UBeSyOw, 
after  mature  reflection,  1  cannot  feel  mysdf 
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ovsniig  Blight's  line  at  present,  but  shall  proceed 
to  survey  that  part  which  lies  East  of  the  line,  uid 
when  I  am  done,  I  Bha]!  make  the  attempt  to  surrer 
the  baknce.  I  hope  b;  that  tirae,  however,  a  suffi- 
dent  protection  «m  be  afforded.  Mr.  Bogers  can 
better  inform  you  than  I  can  by  writing. 
Xoura,  leapeotfiiQy, 

WiLiT  Williams, 

Cbxkk  Natiok,  JaTk  12,  1827. 
Ta  A*  8urMtfOr*y  rtaunng  the  land  Weit  (fihslmscf 
the  late  Trtaiy: 
GunixMEM : — ^We,  the  nnderrigned  Cbieft  and 
Hea^nwn  of  the  Creek  nalioo,  liaving  learnt,  with 
great  regret,  that  yon  are  engaged  in  aurreying  the 
lands  West  of  the  line  of  the  late  treaty,  and  which 
was  not  ceded  by  that  treaty,  we  have  again  to  re- 
Qnert  and  detnud  of  yon,  in  the  most  fVieodly 
ternu,  that  you  wQl  denat  from  stretching  a  chain 
OTcrany  of  our  lands,  not  ceded  by  the  said  treaty  ; 
we  flattered  oarselves,  and  we  had  a  right  to  believe, 
the  stipuhUioDS  of  that  treaty  would  have  been 
fnendly  observed  by  all  parties  concerned,  and  that 
oar  former  diiTerencea  with  our  nei^bors,  Uie  Geor- 
l^ana,  would  hftve  been  finally  settled,  and  that  we 
would,  in  future,  firs  in  the  strictest  ftfend^p  in 
all  our  intercourse.  We  are  determined,  on  oar 
part,  not  to  do  an  act  that  can  he  calculated  to 
pve  offence,  but  are  right,  and  we  hope  they  will 
be  respected.    We  are  your  friends. 

Signed  by  Little  Prince,  O&kfusky  Toholo,  Spa:^ 
Iter  Tnstnugg  Hargo,  Easticharco  Chopco,  Wigaa 
Horge,  Coche  Hodgo,  Cborchus  Micue. 
Cups  cf  a  letter  ^rom  Ja-meM  A.  Rogen,  IHttrict  Sitr- 

vq/oTf  to  Govemor  Trwp,  Jamary  28,  1827. 
His  Excillknct,  Govsrnor  Taorr : 

Sir:  Enclosed  yon  will  find  a  copy  of  an  instru' 
BKnk  of  writing,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  a  par- 
eel  of  In^ans,  on  the  Slst  instant;  and,  after  I  read 
the  letter,  they  demanded  of  me  my  compass,  wblch 
I  bad  to  surrender  to  them,  but  after  a  few  minutes, 
they  agreed  to  give  me  back  my  compass,  and 
would  come  with  me  over  the  new  Treaty  line, 
which  they  ^d,  and  threatened  me  very  eevere  if  I 
rtiould  be  caught  over  Bright'a  line  again,  a  survey- 
ing.  I  have  come  on  to  Mcintosh's  old  place,  and 
have  atopt  my  hands  until  I  hear  from  you.   If  you 
intend  to  give  me  asristance,  I  hope  you  will  take 
the  earliest  measure  to  get  It  to  me,  as  provi^n  is 
Marce,  and  my  hands  uneasy  to  go  home.   As  to 
the  nomber  of  mpn  it  will  take  to  guard  me,  I  am 
onable  to  say — my  situation  la  this:   There  is 
^ee  settlements  of  Indians  in  my  District  that 
nve  in  them  about  ten  men ;  and  in  two  miles,  on 
we  Alabama  side,  there  is  a  large  town  that  I  am 
told  have  from  forty  to  fifty  warriors  in  it,  whioh 
IB  to  be  placed  on  the  new  treaty  line  as  spies,  and 
prevent  the  land  from  being  surveyed;  and,  as  for 
further  information,  I  will  refer  you  to  Hiyor  Fana- 
nore,  the  bearer  of  this  express,  and  who  was  with 
when  the  lodiaQS  stopt  me. 
Yours,  &c., 

JAHES  A.  ROOEBS,  D.  S. 
Oto.  U.  Tboot,  GmtmorofGmsia. 

WEDimDAT,  Febraary  7. 

The  Colonization  Society. 

Ur.  CnAMBKRs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Cfdonizatioa  Society,  staliiig  the  object  of  the 


society,  and  its  progress,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress should  extend  to  them  sadi  assistance  as 
it  may,  in  its  wisdom,  think  proper.  Mr.  0. 
moved  its  rd^oce  to  a  Spedal  0<nBmittee. 
The  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Hatkb  aaid  he  seized  the  very  moment 
when  this  question  was,  for  the  first  time,  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  to  enter  his  protest  against 
the  right  of  the  Federal  GoTemment  to  appro- 
priate the  money  <tf  the  people  Sac  the  purpose 
of  establishing  colonies  i^woad,  or  of  transport- 
ing, at  the  public  expense,  any  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  to  the  coaist  of  Afri- 
ca, or  elsewhere.  At  the  very  threshold,  he 
denied  the  constitntional  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment so  to  act ;  and  if  they  had  the  power,  be 
shonid  still  deny  the  policy,  justice,  and  hu- 
manity, of  such  proceeding.  The  petition  of 
the  Colonization  Society,  which  had  been  just 
read,  calls  npon  this  Uonse  to  do  two  things, 
neither  of  which  could  be  done,  withont  an  en- 
tire departure  from  the  Amdamental  principles 
and  settled  policy  of  this  country.  They  pro- 
pose,— 

1st  That  the  United  States  shall  appropriate 
money  to  transport  to  the  coast  of  Africa  free 
persons  of  color,  "  and  such  others  as  the  hu- 
manity of  iodividaals  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  may  hereafter  liberate."  And, 

2d.  That  the  United  States  should  take  mto 
their  own  hands,  and  under  their  own  govcm- 
racnt  and  protection,  the  colony  which  this  so- 
ciety has  established  on  the  coast  of  Afnca. 

With  repird  to  the  first  object,  (said  Mr.  II.,) 
I  snbmit  that  It  only  relates  to  a  subject  with 
which  the  Federal  Govemment  can  Iwve  noth- 
ing to  do,  bat  which  it  will  be  extremely  dan- 
geroQB  for  them  to  meddle  with.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  admonish  tiiis  Hoose  of  the  impoHcy,  in- 
justice, and  danger,  of  touching  a  subject  with 
which  the  feelings  and  interests  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  Union  are  so  closely  oonnect«i.  On 
this  topic,  however,  (on  which  I  always  tonch 
with  extreme  reluctance,)  I  shonid  not  now  en- 
large. I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  however, 
that,  of  all  the  extravagant  schemes  that  have 
yet  been  devised  in  this  country,  I  know  of 
none  more  wild,  impracticable,  or  mischievoua, 
than  this  of  colonization ;  and  should  a  fair  oc- 
casion ever  present  itself  I  shall  make  good  this 
osHcrtion.  Avoiding,  however,  that  unpleas- 
ant topic,  I  will  bring  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  great  political  qnestion  presented  by 
this  petition — ^tliat  of  establishing  Colonies 
abroad ;  and  I  will  ask  the  Senate  if  a  qnestioa 
of  graver  character,  or  of  greater  magnitude^ 
conid  possibly  be  snbmitted  to  their  considersr 
tion  t  And  I  will  put  it  to  them  to  say,  wheth- 
er they  are  now  prepared  even  to  entertain 
such  a  question }  I  do  not  know  to  what  part 
of  the  history  of  the  world  we  are  to  look  for 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  colonial  system.  Col- 
onies, we  had  been  tanght  by  the  experience 
of  other  countries,  and  especially  of  England, 
had  been,  at  all  times,  the  fruitful  source  oi 
warB,of iqjasticefaDdofoppreaBkui.  TheyvMO 
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•  curse  Bot  only  to  the  cdonies  themselves,  but 
also  to  the  mother  oonntry.  then,  the  colo- 
nial policy  had  been  £atal  to  other  nations,  what 
ai|^Qinent  could  possibly  be  nrged  in  favor  of 
its  adoption,  at  this  time,  by  ua,  whose  habits, 
InstitntioDS,  and  fnndamental  princiiJlcs,  oppose 
an  almost  insuperable  bar  to  aH  foreign  connec- 
tions and  alliances  whatever!  But  when  it  is 
proposed  that  we  should  not  only  depart  from 
these  habits  and  principles,  but  that  we  should 
establish  a  coltmy  of  rude  and  untutored  people 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the 
continent  of  Africa,  the  pn^xisition  needs  but 
to  be  itated,  to  make  ita  extravagance  a^arent. 
Even  this,  however,  is  not  the  viev  of  the  sub- 
ject which  I  feel  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  press 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  will 
show,  from  the  oflacial  docnments  before  ns, 
that,  whether  it  be  the  object  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  or  not,  the  effect  of  their  cngagitig 
the  assistance  of  the  United  States  at  tills  time, 
in  behalf  of  their  ill-advised  and  ill-fated  colo- 
ny, must  be  to  engage  this  country  in  a  war 
with  the  native  tribes  on  that  continent,  and  to 
involve  us  in  scrioua  difficulties  with  other  na- 
tions. It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  but 
I  have  the  evidence  of  the  fact  now  before  mo, 
that  the  agents  of  this  Colonization  Society,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  peaceful  pnrsnits,  are  mgaged  in  warlike  en- 
terprises ;  that  the  colony  has  been  organized 
into  military  corra;  and  that,  under  their  gal- 
lant leader,  the  JReverend  Dr.  Ashmnn,  they 
have  made  war  npon  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French,  as  well  as  on  the  natives ;  that  they 
have,  with  force  and  arms,  invaded  and  broken 
up  several  establishments,  have  made  numerous 
captives,  and,  in  short,  are  proceeding,  as  all 
such  colonies  always  will  proceed,  with  a  high 
hand,  to  extend  their  influence  and  power  by 
the  sword.  In  proof  of  these  assertions,  I  beg 
leave  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
documents  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  Navy 
Department,  during  the  present  session.  In 
th^  documents,  will  be  found  a  correspond- 
ence between  Br.  Ashmnn,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  (and  Superintendent  of 
their  colony  at  Monrovia,)  and  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Navy,  from  which  I  will  now  read  a  few 
passages.  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Ashmnn  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Cape  Mesurado, 
Oct.  14,  1825,  ho  states,  in  substance,  that  the 
Spanish  schooner  CUirida,  owned  by  several 
merchants  of  Havana,  and  regularly  docu- 
mented, had  arrived  in  Liberia  Bay,  in  July, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  slaves  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  a  town  to  the  northward,  belonging  to 
a  man  named  Ydlow  Will,  and  "subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  King  Bristol " — ^that  an  English 
briff,  the  Tom  Co£  also  arrived  in  October, 
and  the  Spanish  senooner  having  lost  her  an- 
chor, her  crew  went  on  board  of  the  English 
brig,  and  forcibly  took  away  an  anchor  and 
other  articles ;  in  consequence  of  which  onlaw- 
fol  acts,  he  (Dr.  Ashmnn)  having  received  the 
testimony  of  six  individuua,  determined  to  cap- 
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tnre  the  Spanish  vessel,  and  obtained  of  Gi^ 
tain  Potter,  (the  En^ish  Captain,)  tbe  nee  «f 
his  brig  for  that  purpose.  Vi.  Ashva/an  iheo 
proceeds  to  ^ve  the  following  account  <tf  tiw 
ezpediti(Hi: 

"  The  mlliUry  of  this  colony  Is  oi^u^zed  into  t 
corps  of  Independent  Infantry,  consisting  of  thin;- 
sis  youi^  men,  and  a  corps  of  Artillerists,  consirt- 
ing  of  forty-eight.   From  the  former  I  made  a  re- 
quisition of  tweuty-^ve  men,  to  act  under  Gaptua 
James  C.  Barbour,  their  commander,  and  their 
other  officers.   Twenty-two  ArtOlerists,  under  Caji- 
¥.  James,  the  comioandiDg  officer  of  their  corps,  it 
my  request,  volunteered  to  att4.'nd  ine  oo  board  the 
Tom  Cod.    I  then  gave  Captain  Barbour  written 
instructions  to  proceed  the  same  evening  with  hia 
force,  taking  two  days'  provisions,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Sl  Paul's ;  sending  one  division  by  the  Stock- 
ton, in  boats,  and  conducting  tbe  other  along  the 
beach,  encamp  at  the  place  of  rendexvons  till  day- 
light 00  tbe  eighth,  and  then  advance  by  the  bead 
upon  Digby,  awaiting  further  orders,  which  I  was  to 
Bend  him  from  the  brig.   But,  should  the  brig,  by 
any  accident,  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  pirates,  or 
pursue  her  out  to  sea,  he  was  to  seize  upon  the  Ce- 
lery at  Yellow  Wiirs,  and  m^o  the  best  of  bia  way 
back  with  the  prisoners,  slaves,  and  property,  cxp- 
tured  in  it.   In  this  young  officer's  prudence  and 
intrepidity,  and  ui  the  exact  discipline  and  firmness 
of  his  men,  I  knew  I  could  entirely  confide.  With 
the  twenty-two  volunteers  under  Capt.  James,  I 
went  on  board  the  Tcmu  Cod  at  4  o'clock,  taking 
along  two  carriage  guns,  and  a  suitable  provisioo  of 
ammunition,  belonging  to  the  agency.   Of  these 
brave  fellows,  eight  had,  on  two  former  occasions, 
fought  at  my  side  for  nearly  three  hours,  in  our 
bloody  conflicts  with  tbe  natives;  and  I  knew  tbey 
would  all  follow  wherever  it  might  be  necessary  for 
me  to  lead  them.   Their  number  was  greater  tfaaa 
the  crew  of  the  Spaniard  by  six  men,  and  our 
weight  of  metal  considerably  superior;  so  that 
there  is  Uttle  doubt  bod  we  faUen  in  with  the  {Hrate, 
that  she  must  have  been  taken.   But  it  was  not  oar 
lot  to  engage  blm.   During  the  night  I  bad  broogbt 
the  brig  to  tbe  windward  of  Bigby,  upon  which  we 
bore  down,  under  the  Amnican  flag,  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  eighth,  ready  for  action.  The 
morning  was  tliick,  and  it  was  not  until  half-past 
one  o'clock  that  I  was  ablie  to  ascertain  the  absence 
of  the  Clarida ;  whom,  I  afterwards  kamed,  had 
not  communicated  with  Ike  shore,  nor  been  sees 
from  Bighy,  unce  the  robbery  of  tlie  brig.  Captain 
Barbour  s  division  having  now  arrived,  I  landed 
with  five  men,  through  the  surf,  ordering  tbe  brig 
to  he  off  and  on,  till  she  should  receive  a  signu 
to  return  to  Hesurado  ;  and,  at  a  few  minutes  past 
nine,  entered  Yellow  Will's  town ;  but  found  the 
factory  abandoned,  and  the  slaves  and  nearly  all 
tbe  property  gone.    I  soon  learned  that  the  whole 
had  be^  conveyed  across  Foor  Mver,  a  broad  and 
deep  stream,  wh'ich  has  its  course  parallel  wiUi  tfaia 
part  of  the  coast,  and  at  only  two  miles  distance 
from  it.   Messengers  were  immediately  despatched 
to  King  Bristol  and  Will,  conveying  my  friendly 
assurances ;  but  iousting  on  the  immediate  delivery 
of  tbe  Spaniards,  and  all  the  slaves  and  property 
belonging  to  tbe  factory  into  my  hands.    Jo  re|dy, 
I  was  openly  informed,  that  both  refused  to  coraiay 
with  the  demand,  but  assured  secretly,  by  one  of 
the  head  men,  that  the  King  was  wilUng  to  aee  mt 
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arize  npoB   tlie  concern,  provided  the  bu^ess 
could  be  so  managed  as  to  save  the  appearance  of 
(rcaehery  to  their  onBtomere,  od  the  part  of  Idmself 
ud  his  people.  I  peredred  the  foree  and  intentioa 
of  tUs  hint  At  once,  and  toolc  my  measnrea  accord- 
ingly.   After  a  peiBonal  interview  with  Bristol  and 
Wili^  I  retarned,  and,  with  tw<dve  men,  croaring 
the  Poor  Biver  in  a  small  canoe,  which  could  carry 
but  four  men  at  a  Ume,  soon  obtained  possession  of 
the  Bpaniards,  at  a  town  situated  a  short  distance 
from  Uut  in  which  the  wreck  of  the  &ctory  was 
concealed.    In  the  mean  time,  I  had  perfectly  in- 
Jbrmed  myself  <tf  tiie  exact  state  of  the  concern  at 
that  time.    Two  of  the  four  Spaniards  left  ashore 
were  iH    Goods  of  the  ralae  of  ninety  slaves  bad 
been  already  advanced  to  the  country  dealers,  on 
which  only  fonrteen  had  yet  been  received  at  the 
factory,    uoods  equal  in  value  to  about  six  hundred 
dollars  only,  remained  in  the  factory  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  e^hth,  when,  In  tlie  oonmrion  caused  by 
tlM  alarm  et  daylicht,  nearly  the  «h(de  had  &Uen 
into  the  hands  of  tne  country  people ;  who,  under 
the  color  of  udsHng  the  SponUrds  to  secure  their 
goods,  had  carried  them  off.    But  the  fourteen 
slaves  had  been  preserved.   None  of  the  four  Span- 
iards now  in  my  custody  were  on  board  the  Clarida 
at  the  time  of  her  eonuniltinx  tiie  piracy  on  Uw 
fifth,  nor  had  oommnnicated  with  her  rince  that  act, 
and  there  was  not  even  presumptive  proof  that  the 
chi^racter  of  the  vessel  was  piratical,  by  the  laws  of 
[Hwtons  to  the  perpetration  of  the  robbery 
« that  date.    The  slaves  and  all  the  property  re- 
inaiiJng,  were  surrendered  into  my  hands  by  the 
mate,  Zugaate,  at  three  o'clock,  on  the  ninth,  and 
the  four  Spaniards  discharged  from  custody,  on  the 

rinds  just  suted.  A  part  of  the  goods,  as  per 
accompanying  ttatMnent,  amounting  to  forty- 
three  dollars,  was  restored  to  the  mate,  for  the 
purpose  of  sabnsting  himself  and  bis  companions, 
till  an  opportunity  should  offer  to  take  passage  for 
some  other  part  of  the  world.  After  several  other 
deductions  for  expense,  as  per  the  same  statement, 
the  reudiH,  amoonting  to  ninety-onft  doUara  and 
fifty  cents,  was  equally  Avided  between  the  captors 
and  the  United  states.  A  quantity  of  spars,  bc- 
loQging  to  the  schooner,  found  at  Wiirs  place,  were 
burnt,  and  the  rice  collected  at  the  ihetory,  which 
could  not  be  convenienfly  brought  off,  was  diatrib- 
Bted  among  the  natives." 

Thus  ends  the  bulletin  of  the  first  expedition 
of  the  Sev.  Dr.  Ashman,  which  resulted,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  the  invasion  of  the  territorr  of 
King  Bristol,  the  forcible  possession  of  Yellow 
WilTs  town  for  forty-eight  hours ;  the  capture 
Of  five  Spaniards,  and  aU  the  slaves  and  propcr- 
belonging  to  their  factory ;  the  destruction 
(rf  a  quantity  of  spars  belonging  to  the  schooner, 
ud  of  the  rice  collected  at  the  factory,  without 
•oy  other  object,  exoept  to  punish  a  Spanish  ves- 
Mi)  ind  toprereDt  bwfivm  oarryiogon  a  trade 
■iootioiied  by  the  laws  of  Spain. 
The  next  military  expouitlon  Is  related  in 
Aahnran*8  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
dated  Oape  tfesnrado,  October  25th, 
1S36,  in  which  he  states,  in  substance,  that, 
™™ig  received  information  that  certain  slaves 
destined  for  the  Spanish  schooner,  were  secreted 
>t »  French  factory,  on  the  St  Panl^a,  he  nnder- 
a  military  expe^tioa  agaiiut  that  ^ace, 
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which  he  entered  in  the  nigbt,  and  the  next 
morning  took  six  prisoners.  This  bulletin  con- 
cluded m  the  following  trinmphant  style : 

"  The  whtde  party  returning,  arrived  at  Monrovia, 
in  s^ety,  after  a  moat  fatiguing  expedition  of  twenty- 
five  hours ;  in  which  all  except  myself  and  a  guard 
of  seven  men  only,  including  the  boatmen,  had,  with- 
oat  sleep,  performed  a  forced  march  of  thirty-five 
miles,  through  a  pathless  country,  of  which  one- 
half  was  traversed  in  the  depth  of  night,  and  the, 
other  under  the  full  power  of  an  African  sun.  Ik 
res  me  [Measure  to  add,  that  such  a  oheerful  zeal 
the  cause  of  African  emancipation  animates  this 
likUe  corpa,  that  not  a  murmur  of  iippaUence  was, 
dnrfaic  the  wh<de  time,  heard  in  the  ranks.  S» 
inniedare  the  men  to  uw  elimate  of  th^  adopted 
country,  that  not  an  intUvidoal  has  suffered  in  his 
health  from  the  extreme  exposure  and  fati^c  of 
the  expedition;  and,  in  such  handsome  military 
style  was  the  ai&ir  conducted,  that  the  very  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  through  which  the  route  of  the 
party  by,  wn«  wwoely  arorised  of  the  movement, 
before  f  ta  temdnation,  in  the  return  of  the  people 
to  their  homes." 

It  has  been  and  of  eert^  animals,  that 
wben  they  hare  race  taated  ct  blood,  they  will 
be  satisfied  with  no  other  food.  And  thus  it 
was  with  the  reverend  and  gallant  leader  of 
the  colony  of  Monrovia.  His  appetite  once 
whetted  with  what  he  calls,  '*  his  bloody  con- 
flicts of  nearly  three  hoora  with  the  natives,'* 
and  his  "  zeal  once  excited  in  the  cause  of  Afri- 
can emancipation,"  he  appears  restless  and  dis- 
satisfied when  not  engaged  in  martial  enter* 
prises. 

The  Bnlletin  of  the  next  expedition,  is  dated 
Gape  Hesurado,  Dec.  8,  1826,  and  relates  the 
particulars  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a 
Fr^h  Slave  Factory,  on  the  St.  Panl'a,  five 
miles  (direct  distance  )  from  the  Cape.  Th« 
occarion  of  this  enwdition  ia  stated  to  be  that 
"five  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby,  impelled 
by  an  innate  love  of  country,  had  absentea  from 
the  establishment," — and  it  seems  had  been  ta- 
ken up  and  detained  at  this  French  factory. 
As  the  letter  is  f^ort,  I  will  read  the  whole  of 
it. 

*'1T.  S.  AoiscT  roK  RBCAprmn  Avricaks, 
*'  Ci^  Mtturado,  Dec.  Sth,  1825. 
"Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  another 
unforeseen  occurrence  has  placed  at  my  disposal 
the  large  additional  number  of  ninety-nine  Airicans; 
whom  1  caused  to  be  released  from  their  Irons  this 
morning  at  eight  o'clock ;  and  whom  I  jadge  to  be 
proper  objects  of  the  beneficent  provirion  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sutea  for  persona 
liberated  from  illegal  bondage,  under  the  htws  for 
suppressing  the  slave  trade.  On  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, four  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby  on  the 
ninth  of  the  preceding  month,  im[>elled  by  that  in- 
nate love  of  country,  which  none  of  the  vicistitudea 
of  life  can  extinguish  in  the  human  bosom,  deserted 
from  the  estaUishment,  passed  the  Hesurado  Biver, 
and  disappeared  In  the  boundless  woody  re^on 
which  extends  to  an  unknown  Stance  in  the  inte- 
rior. Knowing  that  if  not  speedily  brought  back, 
tbey  must  inevitably  terminate  their  desperate  en- 
ter^isa  In  hx^Oim  daTety,  I  had  teeowset  vithovfe 
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itSMj,  to  every  meuis  for  their  recoTery  which  prom- 
ised to  BQCGced,  but  to  no  purpoee.  Intelligeoce 
of  their  desertion,  with  the  offer  of  «  rewu-d  for 
their  restorstion,  was  immediate!;  cooveyed  to  the 
Afferent  tribes  in  friendly  correspondence  with  the 
settlement,  but  no  bformation  was  luul  of  tbefiigl- 
tives,  before  the  fifth  Instant,  when  I  receiTed, 
from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  intelligence  that 
three  of  their  number  had  been  reduced  to  slavery 
and  loaded  with  chains  at  the  French  Slave  Factory, 
OQ  the  St.  Paulas,  five  mOcs  (direct  distance)  from 
the  Cape.  On  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  I  de- 
•patched  three  men  to  demand  the  deserters  in  the 
name  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  to  inquire  by  what 
means  they  bad  feUen  into  the  hands  of  the  netors. 
The  demand  was  eTssirely  reidied  to,  but,  in  answer 
to  the  inquiry,  it  was  stated  that  two  Freocbmen, 
agents  resident  at  the  Factory,  had  bought  them. 
I  then  instmcted  the  messengers  chareea  with  the 
order,  to  repeat  it;  they  did  so,  but  with  no  other 
affect  than  to  draw  from  the  two  fiuston  a  written 
dedaratloD  of  their  purpose  to  detain  the  people 
indefinitely.  Finding  the  recovery  of  the  men  by 
mere  rational  methods  too  doubtful  to  justify  any 
fhrtber  delay,  which,  as  a  French  schooner  was 

Sing  near,  r(»dy  to  receive  slaves,  ought  subject 
em  to  be  transported  in  a  very  few  hours  forever 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  obliged  to  regard  the  ground  taken  bv 
the  Factory  as  that  of  virtual  defiance,  which  jusu- 
fled,  from  ft  growing  concern,  founded  in  snrice 
and  iniqt^ty,  the  apprehension  of  eventual  conse- 
quences fat^  to  the  benevolent  objects  of  this 
Agency,  I  had  no  hedtation  in  resolving  upon  the 
unpleasant  duty  of  forcibly  subverting  the  establish- 
ment altogether.  Captain  James  C.  Barbour,  of  the 
Infkntry,  with  dghteen  men,  ma  aeeordingly 
charged,  last  night  at  nine  o'clock,  with  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  service.  Two  boats  were  pro- 
vided, hi  which  this  little  force  embarked  at  two 
o^clock  this  momlng.  Ascending  the  Stockton, 
they  arrived  on  the  St.  Paul's  at  daybreak;  twenty 
minutes  afterwards  the  men  were  lauded  at  the  Fac- 
tory. In  ten  minutes  the  slaves^  to  the  number  of 
forty-three  men,  thirteen  women,  and  forty-three 
children  of  both  sexes,  ^n  all  ninety-nine,)  were  In 
the  custody  of  the  officer,  and  in  lull  march  along 
the  beach  for  Monrovia.  The  boats  received  the 
invalids  and  feeblest  of  the  children,  and  stood 
along  shore  at  musket  shot  distance  abreast  of  the 
party  advancing  by  land.  The  whole  arrived  aafely 
at  Monrovia,  at  eight  o'clock  the  same  morning, 
just  mx  hours  after  the  setting  irat  of  the  puty,  and 
eleven  only  after  tin  first  intlmatfon  given  to  the 
oScer  who  so  handsomely  conducted  it,  that  its 
services  would  be  required.  Of  these  people, 
oinety-eeven  are  in  perfect  health,  two  only  in  a 
feeble  condiUon,  caused  apparenUy  by  i^rous 
treatment.   BespectfuUy,  &c. 

J.  ASHMUK, 

*'P.  S.  In  the  number  of  persons  reecaed  are  in- 
dnded  the  three  deserters. 

*'  The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Soutbard, 
Beentar^  U.  8.  Navy^  WnhingUm  CfUy,  U.  S," 

Before  I  leavo  these  letters,  I  must  notice 
one  or  two  other  points.  Dr.  Ashman  states, 
in  hia  letter  of  28tb  October,  1825,  tliat  he 
r^arded  himself  as  undoubtedly  possessed  of 
tbe  ri^t  **  to  control  the  purchase  of  the  eighty 
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shives  destined  for  the  Claridn,"  and  that  he  had 
contracted  for  as  many  as  shoald  be  delivered 
to  him,  at  ten  dollars  per  head,  which  snm  be 
considers  himself  entitled  to  receive  for  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  boontry  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  of  them.  In  his  letter  of  SSd 
January,  1826,  he  states  that  the  nnmber  of 
slaves  captured  in  three  expeditions,  were  130. 
"  They  have  nearly  completed, "says  he,  "  a  vil- 
lage, &0.  Every  hidivianal  at  their  nnmber  ia 
in  perfect  health,  and,  as  an  assemblage  ot  rode 
aua  ignorant  people,  gathered  ont  of  neariv 
twenty  different  tribes,  porsae  thdr  labor  vim 
a  good  deal  of  spirit,  muon,  and  Bvooess.** 

A  little  farther  <m^  he  adds :  "  Bnt  at  pres- 
ent it  would  be  the  b^ht  of  imprndence  to 
snffor  them  to  want  the  constant  gnardianahip 
of  their  snperintendents.  Several  have  already 
been  driven,  tiieir  fears,  to  attempt^  and  a 
few  have,  it  is  thoogfat,  efl^oted  tiMr  eacape," 
&c.,  &0. 

In  Dr.  Ashmnn's  letter  of  11th  Deeemb«-, 
1826,  he  states  **  that  the  French  factors,  whose 
establishment  at  St.  Paul's  was  broken  i^,  have 
announced  their  intention  to  appeal  to  their 
Government  for  redress." 

Now,  fi-om  these  docmnenta,  Hr.  President^ 
it  ia  numifest  that  the  coltmy  at  Honroria,  nn- 
der  Dr.  Ashman,  have  made  war  upon  tbe 
Spaniards,  the  French,  and  the  natives — and 
it  is  absolntely  certain,  that  a  perseverance  in 
snch  a  course  of  conduct,  must  inevitably  le^ 
to  the  destruction  of  the  colony,  unless  the 
strong  arm.  of  the  tTnited  States  shall  be  intei^ 
posed  to  rescue  them  from  the  natural  conse- 
qnences  of  their  rashness  and  folly.  It  ia  ex- 
pressly declared  by  Dr.  Ashmun,  that  "  he  has 
In  view  the  introduction  of  a  measure,  oo  the 
part  of  the  TTnited  States,  for  which  he  believes 
the  time  has  arrived,  and  of  which  the  object 
shall  be  entirely  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  native  anthoriUes  along 
a  given  line  of  coast,  contignoua  to  flie  agen- 
cy ; "  and  his  proceedings  are  doubtless  intended 
to  prepare  the  way  for  "  that  measure."  Tbe 
prisoners  taken  and  put  to  labor  under  "  BOper- 
intoidents,"  (or,  as  we  should  call  them,  over- 
seers,) are,  doubtless,  found  to  be  very  conve- 
nient Mpi  in  a  colony  so  much  in  want  of 

Shysical  strength,  and  productive  labor.  No 
oubt  they  are  treated  aa  kindly  as  such  "  a 
rude  and  ignorant  people  "  ought  to  be ;  but  so 
little  gratitude  have  they  to  "  their  dellvcrera,** 
that  they  are  only  prevented  fVora  *'  effecting 
their  escape,"  bj  the  "  constant  goardiandiip  of 
their  superintendents.'* 

Let  it  not  be  s^d,  sir,  that  the  Colonization 
Societj  are  not  jusdy  chargeable  with  these 
unwarrantable  proceedings  on  tbe  lurt  of  tbor 
agent  They  have  sanctioned,  and  improved  of 
them.  It  is  true,  sir,  (mi  I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  say  so,)  that  Dr.  Ashmun  is  also  the 
agent  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1819,  for  tranq>orttng  captured  Afiicana 
from  the  United  States  to  their  own  counti? — 
an  act  which  nevor  authorised  the  a%htest 
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connection  with  any  colony  in  Africa,  bat 
Thieh,  most  imwarrantablj,  has  been  so  used. 
Of  Dr.  Ashmun's  condnct,  however,  our  Gov- 
ernment has  formally  disapproved.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  of  10th  Aogust, 
1826,  written  for  the  purpose  of  bdng  oommu- 
oicated  to  Dr.  AshrnoQ,  says : 

Should  It  appear,  hereafter,  that  some  of  the  re- 
captured Africans  have  been  taken  to  Trade  town, 
confined,  ftnd  vera  about  to  be  sold  agun  into  8lav> 
ery,  and  that  Mr.  Ashmun  vent  no  farther  than  waa 
found  neceaaary  to  rescue  tbem,  his  conduct,  as  the 
agent  oftheQovemmeQt,  will  not  be  condemned.  So 
far  aa  he  has  acted  for  the  Colonization  Society,  in  re- 
capturing the  Colonists,  he  will  look  to  that  society, 
both  to  explain  his  conduct,  and  be  justified  or  con- 
demned by  it.   The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
the  previous  expeditions.   So  &r  as  be  acted  as  the 
agent  of  the  sodcty,  the  Govemment  does  not 
mean  to  interfere  with  bii  responsibility  to  it  But 
the  President  tbinlts  It  necessary  to  disapprove  of 
Ma  conduct  tn  those  expeditions,  so  far  as  he  has 
any  ooonecUon  with  the  GoTemment.    As  agent 
of  the  United  States,  for  a  specified  object,  he  had 
no  jnatifiable  cause  to  break  up  establishmenta  sup- 
poMd  to  belong  to  the  owners  of  tlie  Clarida,  or 
any  other  persons,  and  to  take  the  people  found 
there  to  the  A«oncT,  to  be  maintained  at  the  piil>- 
lic  eipcnse.    Our  Government,  in  establishing  the 
Agency,  had  one  object,  only,  in  view — to  provide 
a  place  to  which  AfricanB,  illegally  brought  into  the 
United  States,  or  lawfully  captured  by  our  cruisers 
npon  the  ocean,  might  be  carried,  and  taken  care  of, 
imtil  they  could,  with  propriety,  be  restored  to  their 
own  country,  tribe,  or  nauoiL.  It  lias  not  intended  to 
authoctae,  nor  has  It  authorized,  a  fordble  and  war- 
Gke  attack  upon  tlie  citizens  or  sublets  of  any  na- 
tion, with  a  view  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  or  to 
accomplish  any  other  object,  no  matter  how  desir- 
able, to  advance  the  canse  of  humanity.   Tou  will, 
tlterefore,  funudi  to  Mr.  Aslimnn  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  that  he  may  aee  the  light  hi  which  Ui  eon- 
duct  Is  viewed  by  the  Govenunent.   He  baa  made 
a  claim  for  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  8d  March,  1819  \  but 
U  cannot  be  granted.   The  case  of  Africans  liber- 
ated from  their  captors  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
does  not  como  within  the  proviaions  of  that  act. 
It  is  anderstood,  from  bis  several  letters,  that  about 
170  Africans  were  liberated,  in  hia  variooa  expedi- 
tlen%  and  bron^t  Into  tiie  Ageney,  and  are  now  on 
expense  there.  The  aeeotnits  fbr  thdr  support  to 
this  thne,  will  perhaps  be  paid;  but  they  must  cease 
to  be  a  charge  to  the  Government,  and  restored  to 
their  tribes  as  speedily  aa  posnble,  or  supported  in 
■erne  other  mode.   The  fund  devoted  to  this  object 
is  now  much  lednced,  and,  unless  increased  by 
Cmgresa,  win  not  bear  a  conUnuance  of  the  bur- 
den.   Sboold  captmres  be  made  during  the  year, 
ncontse  mnat  be  liad  to  another  appropriation,  to 
Kabte  the  Department  to  comply  with  the  law. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  reward  of  ten  dollar?, 
offered  by  him  for  each  negro  delivered.  Is  not  ap- 
proved.  It  was  not  prudent,  nor  authorized  by  Us 
ixstraetions  from  the  Government" 

,  I  win  not  stop  to  comment  on  the  nice  dis- 
^ction  here  talen,  which  adopts  for  the  Gov- 
vnment  all  the  law^ol  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmnn,  and 
aU  the  rest  oa  the  Colouiation  Sodet^. 
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But,  I  mtist  remark,  that  the  society  seems 
very  willing  to  take  all  these  on  themselves : 
for,  at  the  celebrated  meeting,  at  which  this 
very  petition  had  its  birth,  the  thanks  of  the 
sodety  were  unanimously  given  to  Dr.  Ash- 
man, for  the  "  faitiifblness,  zeal,  and  ability, 
with  which  be  has  fulfilled  his  duties  aa  agent 
of  the  society ; "  and  that,  toOh  with  a  fhll 
knowledge  of  ul  tbe  ftota  which  I  have  no- 
ticed. 

And  now  the  question  artaee,  is  it  proper  for 
the  Senate  even  to  refer  to  a  committee,  or  to 
eatert^n,  for  a  moment,  this  petition,  em- 
bracing  objects  so  important  and  so  qo<«tion< 
able,  and  coming  here  at  a  period,  and  nnder 
circnmstanoes,  which  forbid  a  calm  and  delib- 
erate examination  of  the  subject  1  For  my  own 
part,  I  confess  the  dums  set  np  in  the  petition 
are  such,  that  I  should  at  no  time  be  willing 
even  to  consider  thou.  The  mere  statemei^ 
of  them  is  enough  for  me.  But,  if  gentlemen 
think  otherwise — if  th^  shonld  think  that  the 
proposition  of  applying  tbe  national  funds  to 
transporting  colored  pec^le  abroa^  and  the  ea- 
tabli«unent  of  a  colony  m  AfHca,  u  worthy  <tf 
conrideration,  still  I  would  submit,  tiut  thw 
ong^  not  to  be  received  and  considered  at  thu 
time.  The  session  has  nearlypassed  away— 
but  two  weeks  more  remun.  This  sutyeot  can- 
not be  finally  acted  on.  And  why,  there- 
fore, should  we  embarrass  ourselves,  create 
needless  excitement,  and  waste  tbe  preciooa 
time  of  this  House,  on  an  odious  and  most  un- 
profitable subject!  I  hope,  sir,  the  petition 
will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  I  shall  make  yon 
that  motion  as  soon  as  gentiemen,  who  may 
desire  to  explain  their  viewa,  shall  have  been 
heard. 

Mr.  CauTDiA  inquired  by  whom  the  me- 
morial was  signed:  and,  on  examination,  it 
was  found  that  no  aignatnre  was  attadied  to  it 

Kr.  Elva  add  he  believed  it  was  a  rule  of 
tbe  Senate,  that  a  member  mnst  present  a  me- 
morial or  petition  as  his  own,  or  it  mnst  be 
signed  by  the  petitions  or  memorialist  There- 
fore, if  the  gentleman  from  Uaryland  did  not 
assume  it,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Senate  could 
act  npon  it,  as  it  waa  not  possible  to  determine 
whence  it  came,  not  being  signed. 

Mr.  Chahbebb  was  not  disposed  to  assume 
the  memorial  as  his  own ;  stUl,  he  considered 
that,  as  it  was  entitied  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  that  society  bdng 
well  known,  he  thought  it  sufficiently  plain 
whence  the  document  came.  ^  answer  to  the 
gentleman  firom  Alabama,  Ur.  C.  eould  f^ve 
assurance,  that  tiiis  actually  waa  the  memorial 
of  the  Colonization  Socie^. 

Ur.  Bebbien  said,  the  objections  extended  a 
littiefbrther.  It  was  tiie  petiticm  of  a  body  of 
persons  who  had  really  no  l^al  existence.  If 
It  bad  been  the  petition  of  an  individnal,  and 
the  member  presenting  it  could  veri^  his  hand- 
writing: or,  if  the  individuals  forming  that  so- 
ciety bad  placed  their  names  to  this  memorial, 
tbe  Senate  might  «et  upon  It  But  the  petitioa 
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of  no  body,  witbont  a  legal  eziBtenoe,  oonld  be 
msUuiied  before  the  Senate. 

ICr.  Ohambkbs  answered  the  olnections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  thoogbt  that 
no  rule  of  the  Senate  ooght  to  exclude  anj  citi- 
zen, or  body  of  citizens,  from  presenting  their 
vl^ee  to  the  Senate,  nnless  that  mle  was  ex- 
erted for  some  osefnl  purpose.  The  role  was 
mode  to  preserve  the  Senate  from  deception, 
and  to  gnard  against  entertaining  petitions 
from  flctitions  applicants.  Bat  it  was  BofBcient 
if  the  petition  was  voncbed  for,  and  the  style 
In  whi^  it  was  worded  was  nnezoeptkoiable. 

Hr.  Surra,  of  BonUi  Oarotinfl,  in  commenting 
on  the  mmundal,  observed,  that  it  was  before 
the  Senate  wHhont  any  solid  form.  It  was  a 
mere  name,  and  no  person  was  designated  by 
it,  to  whom  an  appropriation  might  be  given, 
should  Congress  see  fit  to  make  it  It  was  the 
duty  of  Co^^resB  to  know  who  to  refer  to,  and 
who  was  responrible :  but  as,  in  this  matter, 
no  one  was  known,  and  as  privileges  or  dona- 
tions ooold  not  be  granted  to  a  mere  name,  he 
thonght  the  Senate  could  not  act  upon  the  me- 
morial. In  continoance,  he  gave  a  slight  glance 
at  the  history  of  the  orisin  and  the  progress  of 
tiie  society,  and  alluded  to  the  proceeding  at 
the  lato  meeting  in  the  Bepresentatives  Hall, 
at  which,  he  remarked,  it  bad  been  stated  that 
the  object  of  the  society  was,  to  transport,  an- 
nually, to  Africa,  6,000  free  blacks,  which,  it 
was  said,  would  cost  1,040,000  dollars;  and 
this  was  to  be  given,  although,  but  a  few  days 
since,  they  oonld  hardly  afford  to  reduce  a  few 
hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  Salt  tax. 
But  he  saw  another  object  in  all  this,  which 
must  be  connected  with  the  colonization  of  the 
free  blacks,  and  which  be  did  not  wish  to  touch 
upon.  The  free  blacks,  he  thought,  would  be 
better  where  they  were,  than  to  send  them  to 
Africa,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  scheme. 
There  was  more  designed  by  this  application, 
than  appeared  on  the  face  of  it.  It  was  an  en- 
tering wedge,  which  he  should  oppose.  He, 
tiwrdbre,  moved  that  t^e  menunial  be  lud  on 
the  table. 

The  Chfdr  then  observed,  that  it  would  refer 
the  Senate  to  a  rule  by  which  discussion  was 

prohibited  on  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the 
Ohair.  It  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  be- 
fore. The  decision  of  the  Ch^r  was,  that  no 
petition  oonld  be  acted  upon,  unless  s^ed,  or 
written  in  the  presence  of  the  member,  or  un- 
less the  handwriting  was  averred  by  the  mem- 
ber presenting  it.  Such  was  the  rule  in  Jeffer- 
son's manual. 

Mr.  Chahbkbs  sud  he  could  not  take  it  upon 
himself  to  aver  it ;  and  (after  some  ftuther  con- 
versation on  the  BubjectO 

The  papers  were,  for  the  present^  withdrawn. 

Poi/mmt/or  Slate*  <Uport9d    the  SriUth  dur- 
ing  (As  late  War, 
On  motion  of  Vr.  Bbbkibn,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  claims  nnder  the  first 
•rtida  <tf  the  Trea^  d  Ghent,  was  taken 
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and  having  been  read  a  seoond  time,  its  obieela 
and  details  were  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  £te»- 

Ur.  Chahdlsk  inquired  what  was  the  object 
of  the  provision  in  the  10th  section,  in  relatioa 
to  the  iuvestment  of  the  fund  in  four  per  cent, 
stock. 

Hr.  Houos  observed  that,  as  it  would  'bt  a 
oonnderable  period  before  the  snm  wonld  be 
pud  to  the  claiinantB,  it  was  oouridered  desir- 
ous that  the  mraey  should  not  lie  iiniHradH»- 
tive. 

Mr.  Ohambxbs  observed  that  the  bendtt  would 
be  derived  by  the  oUdmants,  who  would  reouva 

their  claims  with  interest. 

Mr.  Kino  olgected  to  the  power  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  invest  the  money 
in  stock,  as,  when  the  clamiants  came,  and  de- 
manded tiieir  respective  amounts,  where  would 
the  money  bef  It  would  be  inveoed:  and 
would  they  be  satisfied  to  receive  stookt  The 
stock  might  at  that  time  be  d^redated ;  and,  if 
they  took  itj  instead  of  b^g  gainers,  they  m^t 
lose  by  the  mvestment  He  was  fearfol  that  the 
money  of  the  cMioants  wonld  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  complicated  means  of  transacting  the 
bnaness.  He  ^ould  prefer  the  dmple  process 
to  all  this  machinery ;  and  he  was  afraid  that 
three  Oommisdonera,  with  salaries  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  Secretory  and  Qetk, 
would  rather  impede  than  advance  th«  intcov 
ests  of  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  be  had  objected,  like  the 
genUeman  from  Alabama,  to  the  Bcwrd  «f 
Cranraisrionera.  Btit  that  gentleman  proposed 
no  other  method ;  and  how  then  should  they 
come  at  any  improved  modet  Tlie  money 
must  be  distributed,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
somebody  should  be  charged  with  that  duty. 
The  claimants  themselves  could  not  do  it ;  and 
it  was  plain  that  somebody  must  be  ai^inted. 
It  had  been  proposed  in  uie  committee,  to  ap- 
point but  one  C)ommisuoner ;  but  the  qnestian 
arose,  whether  the  claimants  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  decisions  of  one  Commissioner ;  it  was 
thought  that  they  would  uo^  and  it  was  deemed 
better  to  appoint  three,  to  sore  fi«  two  years. 
It  was  now  pretty  well  ascertuned  tb^  tin 
duties  of  the  Commission  wonld  last  abont  two 
years ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the  money 
due  these  claimants,  and  now  in  the  Buik  of 
the  United  State&  shall  lie  idle,  or  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  a  productive  manner;  whether  the 
United  States  shall  take  the  money,  and  pay  the 
claimants  four  per  cent  for  the  use  of  it,  or  shsQ 
invest  it  in  four  per  cent,  stock  f  Of  course,  if 
the  claimants  are  not  hereafter  willing  to  take 
the  stock,  the  United  States  will  pay  them  the 
money.  It  wiU  not  force  them  to  take  depre- 
ciated stock. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Maryland,  had  no  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  United  States  the  parties  in  a  petty  sto^ 
operation.  The  bill  was  to  ^ve  flie  damsBts 
power  to  come  to  the  Treasury  and  daim  their 
dividends^  and  four  per  cent.  inM»  them.  Vbr 
was  tibe  Gorenmwot  to  be  iDTdved  ta  tiiii 
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troableV  It  was  never  dooe  to  nmtJSDtile 
cUimants,  wIm>  never  received  the  intorest  on 
their  claims.  The  Govenimeat  did  not  want 
to  take  this  mofMv  as  a  loaa ;  why,  then,  was 
thid  provision  made,  and  why  was  it  proposed 
to  make  a  very  diffieolt  mattw  of  one  that  was 
clear  in  its^t  To  raaove  this  difficolfy,  lie 
would  move  to  fltrflbaontthelaBtMotkmoitho 
bill 

Mr.  SnoBB  tboagiit,  if  the  United  States 
wanted  the  moDor,  [t  would  be  perfectly  proper 
to  retain  it  in  the  T^easory,  and  par  an  iotoreet 
on  it  of  taar  per  cent. ;  tnit,  shcnila  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  invest  the  Tooney  in  stock, 
and,  when  called  for,  that  stock  ^onld  be  at 
a  diaooaoti,  would  it  not  be  productive  of  much 
difficnlw  and  discontent  f 

l£r.  BEHamf  said,  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  was  mistaken.   He  had  prob* 
ably  not  read  the  bilL   He  seemed  to  soppose 
that  the  bill  en£>roed  upon  the  United  States 
the  alternative  of  either  taking  the  money,  and 
giving  fonr  per  cent  interest,  or  of  investing  it 
in  fonr  per  ooit.  stock.  Bat  it  was  not  so.  On 
the  contrary,  it  1^  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tkeasory  the  eh(4oe  of  doing  the  one  or  the 
othw;  or  neither,  ashe  should  see  fit  Did  the 
United  States  want  the  money  ?  Then  take  it, 
and  pay  the  four  per  cent.  If  they  did  not  want 
it,  then  invest  it  in  some  stock  that  shall  yield 
four  per  cent.,  and  let  the  claimants  have  the 
benefit  of  it.    The  only  object  of  this  provinon 
was,  to  make,  if  possible,  some  exertion  of  tlie 
powers  of  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  diese  daim- 
ants,  and,  if  possible,  to  the  advantage  of  tiie 
United  States.   Why  should  the  discretjonary 
power  be  taken  from  tlie  bill  in  which  it  was 
inserted  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants,  who 
had  been  lon^  enoagh  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  onght  to  be  given  every  advantage 
poanldet   He  woald  repeat,  that  it  was  not 
oUigatofy  npon  the  United  States  to  follow 
<&th«r  of  the  eonrsea  ptdnted  out.  "When  the 
lart  section  of  tliis  bUI  was  firamed,  be  (Mr.  B.) 
was  desiroos  to  ensure  this  Kttle  boon  to  the 
<iUmantB,  in  addition  to  the  i^are  they  wonld 
fee^ve  on  the  division  of  the  ftind  allotted  for 
their  payment.   If  the  Senate  approve  of  it,  he 
ahonld  be  gratified. 

Ur.  Sinrn,  oC  Sooth  Carolina,  thought  the 
10th  section  ought  to  be  stricken  ont.  The 
TTnited  States  did  not  want  to  loan  the  m<mej : 
part  of  it  had  been  already  paid,  and  he  had 
anderstood  that  the  United  States  had  com- 
imited  with  the  United  States  Bank  for  eleven 
pwcent  Whyshoatdthiflbe?  Why  not  let  the 
OtHMBisrionenigivethe  interest  and  pr^on  this 
nm  doe  the  ehumants  to  them  I  why  shoold 
Oie  Onnmiadoners  give  to  ea^  cbdmant  a 
draft  on  each  branch  bank  of  the  State  in  which 
he  resides,  for  l^e  principal  and  interest  in  fhll, 
mxB  the  time  the  money  was  placed  in  the 
buds  of  the  United  States?  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  stated  that  the  provinon  was 
^imperative;  and  that  the  oonrse  to  be  taken 
^Bcrettouurj.  Bnt|  he  believed^  that^  if 


the  provinon  was  retiuned  the  olumants  would 
receive  their  shares  in  stocks,  and  whether  it 
was  depreciated  or  not,  was  a  chance  which 
they  would  risk.  Some  immedU^  application 
ought  to  be  made,  as  the  claimants  boA  lain  out 
of  their  money  ten  years,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
high  time  they  shoidd  receive  their  money. 

Mr.  Jqhkbtoil  of  Loniaana,  commented  at 
some  lugth  on  this  motiiHt,  obaerviog  that  two 
plana  had  suggested  themselves  to  the  commit- 
tee that  reported  this  bilL  Onewas  todcnodt 
tlie  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  tim^ffj  It  as 
well  as  possiUe,  and  the  ouier,  to  Invest  it  b 
some  productive  stock.  A  lai^  sum  of  thv 
money  having  already  been  paid  to  tiiis  Gov- 
ernment b^  the  British  Minister,  it  was  thonshtL 
as  some  time  wonld  elapse  before  it  readied 
the  claimants,  in  the  mean  time  it  had  better 
be  invested.  Bor  his  own  part,  he  had  consid- 
ered that  a  portion  of  the  money  paid  over 
now,  would  be  more  aooepteble  uian  a  delay 
until  the  whole  of  the  claims  should  have  been 
investigated.  As  the  whole  amount  of  the 
claims  were  about  1,500,000  dollars,  and  as 
1,200,000  had  been  received,  there  oonld  be  no 
risk  in  paying  75  per  cent,  on  the  claims  im- 
mediately; or,toTmtitlower,heth0iie^teven 
sixty  per  cent,  in  hand  would  be  more  saUdbo- 
tory  than  to  wait  the  final  declnon  of  the  Com- 
misdoners.  The  whole  of  the  daim  was,  as  he 
had  said,  one  million  and  a  half;  and,  if  the  inter- 
est were  computed,  it  would  be  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half.  But  the  claimants  would  be 
well  satisfied  with  their  principal.  There  were 
many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  settlement. 
It  wonld  be  very  difficult  to  decide  upon  the 
number  of  slaves  carried  away;  it  would  also 
be  for  the  Commissioners  to  fix  on  what  sort  of 
evidence  wonld  be,  in  th^  view,  sstis&ctory. 
This  would  cause  a  lauf^  period  to  elapse  before 
the  whole  oould  be  decided  upon ;  and  he  had 
ascertained  that^  in  the  mean  tame,  a  part  of 
the  sum  would  be  aoeepteble  to  the  olaimanta. 

Mr.  Smr^  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  what 
the  di^reoce  would  be,  whether  the  dollars 
were  pud  here,  or  in  England  ? 

Mr.  Bmni,  of  Maryland,  said  that  if  the  dol- 
lars were  obtained  here,  they  would  be  waxth 
100  cents ;  while^  in  "En^ana,  th^  value  was 
110  cents. 

'itr.  Whitb  did  not  like  the  alternative  in  the 
10th  section.  The  course  ought  to  be  fixed  on 
by  Congress,  Every  officer  of  the  Government 
shoold  have,  in  all  payments  of  money  entrust- 
ed to  him,  some  specific  directions,  ^ley 
ought  to  Imow  now  whether  this  sun  was  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  whether  held 
in  trwt  If  the  money  was  1^  ont  in  stock 
would  the  dadmante  take  itf  If  it  was  to  be 
considered  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
then  let  them  take  it,  and  pay  the  claims  with 
four  per  cent,  interest,  when  the  certificates 
were  presented.  If  it  was  to  be  invested  in 
stock,  the  section  ought  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  this  stock.  As  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  thought  the  Government  and  the 
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bank  two  distinct  things.  8oppoee  the  bank 
h$d  nude  a  pnrohase  of  bills  of  exchange — 
whether  fimn  our  Qoremment  or  the  British 
UiidBter,  the  buik  had  the  benefit  of  it ;  it  waa 
a  bank  operation,  and  interested  the  United 
States  no  farther  than  as  stockholders  in  the 
institution.  If  the  GoTemment  made  mj  thing 
he  diould  entirely  agree  with  the  gentleman 
Irom  South  Oarolina,  that  it  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  dumants:  but  it  was  not  bo.  He 
thooght  that  the  project  of  paying  70  per  oent. 
was  not  practicable.  It  could  not  be  done  until 
e  claims  were  all  ascertained,  as,  until  then, 
was  impossible  to  decide  how  mnch  each  one 
should  receive.  The  definitive  list  did  not,  be 
boUeved,  comprise  all  the  claims.  When  t^ey 
were  ftdly  wcoded  upon,  all  tiie  dumants 
would  oome  fbward  and  receive  th^  propor- 
tions of  the  dividend.  How  mneh  it  would  be, 
waa  nnourtain;  it  might  be  60,  and  it  might  be 
100  per  cent. :  and,  if  it  should  pay  the  whole 
prhiafHil,  and  20  per  cent  interest,  so  much 
the  better.  He  found  no  fault  with  the  bill ; 
if  he  had  been  disposed  to  recommend  any 
thing,  it  would  be  tnat  the  old  commisrioner, 
who  was  w^l  acquainted  with  all  the  details 
of  the  snlgect,  and  could,  in  a  shorter  tim^  set- 
tle tlie  questions  which  would  arise  in  this  in- 
vestigation of  these  claims,  than  persons  unac- 
qoainted  with  them,  shonld  be  re-appointed. 
He  was  very  willing  that  the  claimants  should 
receive  an  interest  on  their  money ;  but  he  did 
not  ^prove  of  leaving  the  disposal  of  the  mon- 
«y  to  the  Setvetary  of  the  Tir^sory. 

Ifr.  Tazewkx  Bud,  that  the  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  tenth  seotion  did  not  stand  alone. 
There  was  another  motion,  which,  although 
not  now  before  the  Senate,  had  been  touched 
upon,  and  was,  therefore,  open  to  comment. 
He  meant  the  proposition  to  pay  76  per  cent 
of  the  claims.  What  were  the  facts  ?  The 
Government  of  Great  Britun  having  at^owl- 
edged  itself  indebted,  not  to  the  Government, 
but  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the 
Government  assomes  the  character  of  a  re- 
ceiver for  those  dtizens.  In  discharge  of  the 
obligation.  Great  Britmn  had  already  paid  a 
certain  sum,  and,  no  doubt,  would  pay  more. 
It  bdongB  to  the  United  States  to  provide  some 
metiiodfor  paying  this  money,  in  just  propor- 
litm,  to  tiie  claimants.  This  bill  was  to  pro- 
vide for  that  ^Btribntion.  He  thought  it  en- 
cumbered with  too  much  machinery,  which  he 
would  notice  hereafter.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  daims  could  not  all  be  settled  until  by  the 
end  of  next  Congress ;  and,  meanwhile,  it  was 
proposed  that  tiie  money  should  be  invested. 
Durine  that  period,  the  United  States  would 
have  this  targe  sum  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
in  which  they  have  no  direct  interest;  and, 
really,  it  coTdd  not  be  doubted  that  Justice 
would  dictate  its  being  applied  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  profit  to  the  claimants.  Tliis  was  the 
course  pointed  out  in  courts  of  justice  in  every 
part  of  the  worid,  and  was  foimded  on  ]^rinci- 
ples  of  jnstioe^  tuit,  where  maoAj  waa  m  the 
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hands  of  the  court,  and  it  was  aseertaiiied  wha 
was  the  rif^tfui  owner,  it  shoold  not  be  hegi 
unproductive,  but  should  be  so  applied  as  wu 
best  for  the  interest  of  the  perscm  who  sbodd 
finally  be  decided  to  be  its  owner.  The  pris- 
ciple,  then,  was  pldn,  and  the  qnestioD  wa^ 
how  should  it  be  applied!  Conid  it  be  em* 
ployed  by  the  United  States?  He  beUeved 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  could ;  there  wsi, 
he  believed,  three  millions  of  the  pul^  d^t 
due;  and  why  not  pay  it!  Why  not  apply 
this  money  for  our  own  purposes,  utd  then  pay 
to  the  cldmants  the  interest  for  its  use  I  Or, 
why  not  lay  it  out  for  stock  of  the  Bank  d 
the  United  States,  and  redeem  it  at  six  per 
cent?  Thus,  the  Gtovemment  would  make 
two  per  oent,  and  four  per  cent,  would  hi 
made  for  the  claimants.  Indeed,  he  th<Hi|^ 
the  interest  to  be  paid  iheai  might  be  pot 
higher.  The  Gorcoiunent  ware  bonowing 
money  at  five  pa*  coit:  and,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  it  would  M  pecoHariy  hard  if  they  oonld 
allow  but  four  per  cent  on  this  money,  which 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  forced  loan. 
But,  it  had  'been  said,  that  it  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  claimants,  to  give  them  sixty  per 
cent  on  their  claims,  at  once.  He  ahoidd  be 
willing  to  agree  to  this,  if  he  thought  so:  but, 
it  appeared  to  him^  that  it  would  be  rather 
injunoos  than  beneficial,  if  it  was  at  all  prac~ 
Ucable.  It  certmnly  appeared  to  him  that  this 
would  be  productive  of  partiality,  and  conse- 
quent discontent.  The  payment  of  the  claims 
would  then  be  aconding  to  chance,  or,  per- 
haps, the  caprice  <^  the  Commissioners.  The 
claims  would  not  come  in  at  the  same  time;  as 
they  were  presented,  they  would  be  docketed; 
and  why  should  one  be  paid  his  dum  ei^kteen 
months  before  the  other,  merely  beoaose,  by 
cliance,  it  was  on  the  first  part  of  the  docket? 
Besides,  Ur  T.  thought,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  it  was  entirely  uncertain 
what  the  amount  to  be  paid  might  be ;  and,  it 
might  happen,  after  all  the  clums  were  pre- 
sented, that  the  cltumants  would  not  be  enti- 
tled to  more  than  thirty  per  cent  And,  wp- 
pose  one  claimant  were  to  ^ply  at  an  early 
period,  and  obtiun  his  aeventy-five  per  cent, 
while,  afterwards,  it  should  turn  out  that  they 
had  ^d  him  more  than  his  share,  how  could  u 
be  forced  from  him  ?  He  wonld  argne  that  he 
had  a  vested  right  in  the  monOT  which  ^xer 
had  paid  him,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
that  he  neither  conld,  nor  would,  refond  the 
money.  The  gentieman  from  Louisiana  had 
said,  that  the  amount  was  ascertained;  and 
that  a  certain  portion  could  safely  be  paid  now. 
But  it  was  not  so.  He  knew  that  tli600,000 
made  the  whole  of  the  definitive  list ;  but,  in 
the  bill,  as  well  as  in  the  treaties,  there  was  a 
provision  for  claims  not  included  in  that  list 
He  did  not  know  what  their  amount  would  be : 
it  might  be  large,  and  it  might  be  small ;  bat 
it  certainly  was  not  safe  to  put  them  ont  of 
view,  in  paying,  sommarily,  a  ptutfm  of  the 
fond  to  those  t^mants  now  known,   A  ^gKat 
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many  qae^ions,  of  serions  import,  would  re- 
^ire  settlement  by  the  Board  of  Oommiidon- 
er^  befim  a  aingle  certificate  oonld  be  issaed. 
These  reasons  uidneed  him  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  tenth  seeUon ;  and,  as  to 
the  pftjineut  of  seTenty-five  per  cent.,  he  could 
eanlj  see  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  those  who  would  be  paid  first ;  and,  as 
easily,  that  it  would  be  great  ii^natioe  to  the 
other  claimants. 

Mr.  HoLHBs  said,  that  the  case,  to  biro,  ap- 
peared a  very  dear  one.  The  section  did  not 
enjoio  it  as  a  duty  upon  the  SeCTetary  of  the 
Treasury  to  invest  the  money  in  four  per  cent, 
stocks,  bnt  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  that  offi- 
cer, either  so  to  invest  it,  or,  if  the  United 
St^es  retidned  it,  the  Government  were  to  pay 
die  4  per  ookt  As  the  gentleman  frran  Vir- 
(^da  bad  sud,  it  was  an  estaUidted  usage, 
where  money  was  held  in  trust  by  pnblio  an- 
tiiorities,  to  apply  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
yield  an  interest  to  the  owner.  Why,  then, 
should  it  not  be  done  ?  It  was  pf  no  impor- 
tanoe,  and  not  worth  dispnting  alxint,  that  the 
United  States  received  a  profit,  so  that  the 
clainuints  received  the  four  per  cent 

Kr.  Tazbwxix  said,  that  when  the  Conven- 
tion had  been  appointed  by  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander, a  definitive  list  was  to  be  presented. 
Bat  many  honajide  claimants  were  not,  throneh 
enOT,  or  some  other  reason,  includra  in  the 
lilt;  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britdn 
would  not  indnde  in  the  treaty  any  person  not 
named  in  that  list  One  of  these  cases  was 
tlut  of  a  gentleman  of  New  Orleans,  The 
treaty  lately  made,  did,  however,  make  pro- 
Tiufn  for  those  not  indnded  in  the  list.  Thus 
it  was  highly  improjwr  to  make*  any  diq>osition 
of  this  matter,  nntil  the  Oommisraonera  had 
decided  on  tiie  Aill  amount  of  the  chums. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Messrs  Cham- 
bbb,  and  SioTH,  of  Maryland,  the  question  on 
Etrildng  ont  the  tenth  section,  was  taken,  and 

Tved— 10  to  21. 
Tazewbli.  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
ttrais  ond  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  word  ont ; 
poviding  for  the  u>polntment  ot  <me  Oonunis- 
Arwt,  instead  of  Uiree. 

Ur.  T.  sud  that  he  dtd  not  see  the  neeesrity 
«  all  the  naobineiy  that  had  bem  attached  to 
the  bill.  The  difficulties  attending  the  olfject 
to  be  efi^eoted  by  it  were  only  incrossed,  as  a 
mnltiplication  of  screws  and  pnllies  always  in- 
<!rassed  the  friction  of  the  machinery,  and  con- 
wqnently  lessened  the  power  of  the  machine. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  three  men  were  ne- 
'^^ajtry  to  settle  what  had  been  mainly  settled 
«wady.  And  they  would  delay  very  essen- 
wUf  the  final  adjustment  It  was  his  opinion 
uut  the  American  Commissioner  employed  to 
wtUe  the  clums  thus  far — who  had  examined 
™^  and  must  be  more  or  less  acquunted 
(he  nature  of  each  one,  would  be  the 
^Mt  fit  persoa  to  perform  tiiis  dtity,  and  would 
ao  it  to  the  more  perfect  aatisfootiiHi  of  the 
fvties  interested,  and  of  the  CtoTunment  If 
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this  proposition  was  agreed  to,  he  should  fol- 
low it  up  by  proposing  to  strike  out  the  other 
unnecessary  wheels  and  pnllies,  which  now 
clogged  the  operation  of  the  bill.  In  one 
worn,  he  had  no  desire  to  appoint,  in  any  case^ 
a  greater  number  of  officers  to  perform  a  duty, 
thtui  were  necessary.  When  large  salaries 
were  paid,  he  thought  at  least  economy  might 
he  used  in  the  number  of  officers  to  be  ap-, 
pointed.  By  adopting  his  amendment,  and 
dispensing  with  two  Commissioners,  with  sala- 
ries of  three  thousand  dollars,  six  thousand 
dollars  would  be  saved,  and  he  thought  the  ser- 
vices would  be  as  well,  if  not  better  performed. 

Mr.  WntTK  thought,  if  the  American  Com- 
missioner was  appointed,  the  whole  subject 
would  be  satisi&ctorily  arranged.  It  had  been 
sud  by  Uie  member  from  Borgia,  that  delay 
was  flie  price  that  must  be  paid  for  justioe ;  to 
a  certfun  extent,  he  agreed  that  it  was  so;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  three  Commissioners^ 
instead  of  one,  would  be  of  so  little  advantage^ 
as  not  to  outweigh  the  consideration  of  the  ad- 
ditional expense.  As  to  appeals  to  Congress  in 
case  of  dissatisfaction,  it  did  not  appear  proba- 
ble that  it  would  be  at  all  increased  or  dimin- 
ished  in  one  case  or  the  other.  Whether  three 
Commissioners  or  oue  was  q)pointed,  persona 
who  did  not  succeed  in  obt^ing  their  de- 
mands, would  apped  to  Congress.  It  was 
always  the  case.  There  was  never  a  Commis- 
sion from  which  disappointed  ddmanta  did 
not  appeaL  It  was,  however,  objected,  that 
the  appointment  of  one  Commissic^er,  in  thla 
case,  would  not  i^ve  the  ddmant  the  saOM 
privileges  as  were  enjoyed  by  citiz^  in  other 
cases.  Bnt  he  need  only  remind  the  Senate 
that  one  man  had  had,  in  certun  cases,  the 
keeping  and  deposition  of  the  enormous  sums 
entrusted  to  the  United  States  Courts,  in  nine 
States,  and  dedded  on  dl  high  criminal  cues 
without  apped.  Be  thought  the  trust  in  this 
case  no  more  dangerous  than  in  others,  and  he 
waa  diroosed,  therefore,  to  fall  in  with  the  mo- 
tion. He  believed  the  principles  on  which  the 
adjudications  were  to  he  made,  were  established 
in  times  past,  and  that  there  would  be  no  great 
difficulty,  except  in  the  hearing  of  testimony. 
He  should  make  no  pK^Mdtttm;  bnt  would 
merely  inqnire  whether,  in  the  case  of  the  m- 
pointment  of  three  Commisricaiers,  two  could 
not  act,  if  there  diodd  be  no  necesd^  for  the 
services  of  the  third.  He  thought,  however, 
that  one  would  be  conqtetent  to  do  all  thai 
would  be  required. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Tazbwbix^s  amendment 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
19  to  18. 

Mr.  Tazewbix  then  moved  the  further 
amendment  of  the  hill,  by  striking  out  the 
word  Secretary,  so  that  the  appointments 
should  be  confined  to  one  Commissioner  and 
one  derk.  He  observed,  he  did  not  see  the 
neoesdty  vt  snoh  an  (rfBoer;  and  he  was  awe^ 
if  one  was  appdnted,  the  deifc  voold  be 
oUiged  to  do  aU  the  bauiflsa. 
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The  motion  was  then  pat,  and  carried,  and 
tito  WX  vas  ordered  to  a  third  leacUng, 

TmiBSDATi  Febnuiy  8. 
Claim  for  Deported  Sl<ne$, 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  of  peraons  entitled  to  indemnification 
mder  Hie  fint  article  of  Hie  treaty'  of  Ghent, 
Ac.,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HuBisoir  said  that,  when  the  hill  was 
first  introdnoed,  it  made  tnorision  fiv  tibe  ap- 
pointmeot  of  three  Oommissiooersw  An  amend- 
ment was  however  adopted,  jesterdajr,  which 
reduced  the  number  to  one ;  and,  as  the  dnty 
and  reeponsibilitj  must  be  maen  greater,  he 
thought  it  bat  Jostioe  that  the  compensation 
Aonld  be  increased,  also.  Ko  donbt  could  be 
entertained  that  the  duties  would  be  much  en- 
hanced bj  the  alteration.  It  had  also  Iwen 
intimated  that  the  appointment  was  likelj  to 
fall  on  a  gentleman  who  stood  high  in  lus  coun- 
tn's  honor  and  confidence.  And  he  would  ask 
whether  the  Benirte  would  enjoin  on  that  indi- 
Tidnal  to  sooept  thia  <^oe  with  a  small  oom- 
pensadonY  for  d^eacy  mi^  prevent  him 
nom  deolining  It,  on  aecomit  oi  the  narrowness 
tsf  the  salary.  He  then  moved  to  recommit 
liie  bill  to  tiie  Jii^eiM7  Committee,  with  In- 
fltructions  to  make  the  compensation  /our^  in- 
■tead  of  three  thousand  didlars  per  annum. 

lb.  JfmKSTON,  of  Louisiana,  sustained  the 
motion ;  and  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
claims  mentioned  yesterday,  not  included  in 
the  definitive  list,  but  alluded  to  in  the  treaty, 
which  he  also  moved  to  submit  to  the  committee. 

Hr.  Tazkwsll  sfdd,  that  his  recollection  cor- 
responded with  the  explanation  made  by  tiie 
Senatcor  from  LoniBiana.  The  definitive  list 
proper  wii  the  ttat  oontidninff  all  the  claims, 
HOT  were  those  which  were  omitted  by  mistake 
whoi  the  list  was  made  oat,  by  any  means  to 
be  exduded.  He  had  no  oqection  to.reocm- 
init  the  bill  on  this  giionnd.  He  was  alao  In 
&vor  of  ndsing  the  sa&ry  of  tiie  Commissioner ; 
and  had  no  ejection,  since  the  ofllce  of  Secre- 
tary had  been  stricken  from  the  bill,  to  hi- 
ereaie  the  salary  of  the  derk,  whose  labor 
would  be  greater.  He  also  thought  the  10th 
aeotion  might  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  to  be  altered  diould  they  see 
fit  On  all  these  grouuds  he  should  be  in  &vor 
at  having  the  bill  recommitted  genen^y. 

Mr.  Eabrison  then  varied  hu  motion,  and 
moved  a  general  re-commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  J0HH8TOH,  of  Louisiana,  suggested,  that 
an  adcUtimal  derk,  to  copy  the  p^»ers  of  the 
olaimants,  woold  be  found  absdntuy  neoesury. 

The  Senate  then  adopted  the  motitm  to  re- 

Fbidat,  February  9. 
7%e  Cdonitatum  Societjf. 
Ur.  Ghambxbs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
OoionizaUon  Society,  for  ^d  in  its  objects,  and 
move^  its  reference  to  a  Seleot  Ctannuttee. 


Hr.  0.  said,  when  ho  had,  two  days  ainoe, 
offered  thia  memorial,  a  question  of  order, 
made  by  the  Senator  frcrat  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Kino,)  had  prevented  him  from  faAving  oppor- 
tunity to  say  one  wwd  in  aaswOT  to  ibe  je- 
marlu  which  were  made  by  both  the  gentle- 
men from  Bonth  Carolina.  The  qnestum  of 
order  was  now  at  rest — the  demand  of  the  role, 
as  announced  by  the  Frend«it,  having  been 
gratified  by  the  signature  of  the  distingui^ed 
individual  who  presided  over  the  society ;  asti 
he  had  now  availed  himself  of  the  fiiiit  mo- 
ment to  bring  the  subject  again  to  the  notiee  of 
the  Senate.  He  had  not,  he  sud,  anticipated  ] 
discusuon  at  this  incipient  stage  of  the  pro-  ! 
ceeding,  and  he  beUeved  the  assertion  migiit  1 
be  sauly  made,  that^  on  no  other  occaaon  ' 
whoi  he  bad  been  in  the  Senate,  bad  then 
been  an  attempt  to  discoss  the  merits  of  an  ^ 
peal  to  this  body  <m  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial. Ho  could  not  perceive  the  reasons  fer 
a  deviation  from  the  usual  course,  or  why  the 
friends  of  the  measure  were  not  ponanitted  to 
present  to  the  Senate  the  &etB  connected  wi& 
It,  before  they  were  called  upon  to  answer  to 
charges ;  but  the  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Hatnb)  had  the  right  to  s^ect,  and 
had  selected,  his  own  course ;  and  it  was  now 
bis  duty,  Mr.  0.  said,  to  vindicate  the  objecta 
of  the  society,  and  to  mforoe  their  claims 
upon  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress. 
He  claimed  the  lii>erty  of  correcting,  at  the 
outsetL  the  error  into  whicli  boUi  the  Soutors 
from  South  Carolina  bad  been  bel^mred,  when 
they  chai^;ed  upon  tfie  sodety  nltenw  Tiewa, 
inimical  to  the  Southem  or  davehdding  Stetea, 
and  hostile  to  the  tenure  by  which  i^ticens  a 
those  States  held  their  property.  The  socie^ 
indulged  no  such  views— he  f^t  authorized,  in 
the  name  of  its  members,  to  disclaim  them. 
If  such  purposes  had  been  entert^ned,  the  so- 
ciety could  not  have  selected  an  agent  less  will- 
ing than  himself  to  effect  them.  He  was  wiU- 
ing  to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  the  doctrine  at 
the  exclomve  rights  of  the  sUveholding  States 
upon  this  subject,  and  in  denying  the  power  of 
Congress  to  touch  th^  rights  to  this  proper^ 
coercively.  Upon  this  so^ec^  tiie  official  deo> 
laratiraa  of  the  sode^  auunuieed  Invariably, 
and  oa  all  oocasioiu,  the  same  doctrines  whia 
he  had  avowed.  There  mi^t  be,  and  it  wis 
not  his  wish  to  be  understood  to  deny  there 
were,  individuals  who  were  governed  by  dif^ 
ent  considerations,  who  did  look  to  oltetiw 
objects,  and  who  had  a  false  and  erroneous 
view  of  the  motives  and  purposes  ot  the  soci- 
ety. It  wotdd  be  matter  of  infinite  surprise  if 
such  persons  were  not  to  be  found ;  and  where, 
or  when,  he  would  ask,  had  a  gi^eat  question 
been  agitated  until  it  excited  the  feeliugs  and 
enlisted  the  partialities  of  one  large  mass  of 
the  community,  and  the  pr^u^oes  of  another, 
without  producing  precisely  the  same  result! 
For  the  mistaken  iminiona  of  sudi  indi^^Uiali^ 
if  such  iben  were,  lie  did  not  hxM  the  sode^ 
re^midble.    Bat  tor  HumaA-na,  aetliig  1^ 
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their  accredited  agents,  in  official  docnments 
and  on  all  occasions  when  a  formal  exposure  of 
their  objects  hod  been  proper,  they  had  been 
prompt  and  explicit  in  then-  avowal.  In  this 
memorial,  "  the  constitutional  and  It^timate 
exi8t«nca  of  slavery  is  admitted,"  and  the  aver- 
ment distinctly  miule,  '^that  the  Government 
of  the  Unioa  has  never  been  looked  to  as  the 
proper  or  authorized  instroment  for  efi^ting 
its  removaL**  These  are  not  declarations  made 
to  suit  the  oocanon — ^they  are  conustent  with 
all  their  official  and  acknowledged  professions 
and  acts.  The  tme  and  ondisgidsed  oUects  of 
the  society,  as  distinctly  announced  in  this  me- 
morial, is  "  the  removal,  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of 
color,  within  the  United  States,  as  are  uready 
free,  and  of  such  others  as  the  Iiumanity  of 
individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  may  hereafter  liberate  ;**  and  with  tlie 
conviction  that  this  ol^ect  cannot  &il  to  bo 
conudered  of  deep  and  general  interest,  thoy 
prti-^ent  their  history  and  their  sltaatitm  to 
yoar  notice,  invoke  your  aid,  and  submit  to 
yonr  wisdom  tlie  suggestion  and  application  of 
the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  his 
left,  (Sr.  Hatkb,)  had  denounced  this  as  a 
visionary  and  chimerical  project.   He  (Mr.  C.) 
had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  exalted  cliarac- 
ter  and  distingcished  intelligence  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  liod  been  connected  with  the  soci- 
ety, would  have  restrained  the  gentleman  from 
this  sweeping  dennnciation.   Ue  need  not  men- 
tion to  that  gentleman,  or  to  the  Senate,  the 
names  of  those  individuals — they  were  high 
in  the  confidence  of  the  nation ;  men  who  had 
acquired  &tn»  In  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  who  had  graced  your  senates,  yonr 
ooQrts,  yonr  palpita,  as  well  as  those  who,  in 
private  life,  had  invited  and  deserved  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Amongst  these,  he  would  say,  were  very  many 
whose  education,  habits  of  thinking,  and  in- 
terests, would  mi^e  them  of  all  men  least  like- 
ly to  promote  an  object  which  would  loosen  the 
bonds  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  Sontb  held 
their  property.   If  the  names  of  illustrious  in- 
(lividaals  could  not  rescue  the  society  from  the 
reproach  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
he  wonld  remind  that  gentleman  of  the  counte- 
luuioe  it  had  received  from  nine  or  ten  of  the 
States  of  this  Union;  and  if  nothing  conld 
avert  the  determined  pnipose  of  the  Senator 
from  Soutli  Carolina,  he  was  willing  to  be 
MDked  amongst  the  visionary  men  who  had 
wen  fescinatM  by  this  chimera. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  ar- 
raigned tlie  conduct  of  the  agent  of  the  soci- 
ety, Dr.  Ashmun,  and  had  referred  to  the  doc- 
nments from  the  Navy  Department  for  proof. 
It  wag  not  the  time  or  the  occasion  to  go  into 
we  merits  of  these  transactions ;  but  he  must 
allowed  to  say,  the  whole  affair  bad  been 
pWed  in  the  most  glowing  colors  by  the  gen- 
"biud's  £aa^  and  his  wit  The  plain  nam- 
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tive  would  not,  he  thought,  place  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  Ashmun  in  a  view  so  censurable  or  so 
ridiculous  as  it  had  been  represented.  Dr. 
Ashmun  was  the  agent  of  tlie  Government,  as 
idso  the  agent  of  the  society.  The  act  of  Sd 
ISarchj  1819,  had  authorized  the  Government 
to  take  care  of^  and  return  to  their  country, 
such  Afiicans  as  were  unlawfolly  imported  or 
captured  in  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
In  virtue  of  that  law,  an  a^ncy  had  been  es- 
tablished at  Liberia.  In  his  person,  Dr.  Ash- 
man united  the  various  offices  of  civil  and  Mil- 
itary Governor  of  the  colony,  and  agent  undeir 
the  Government  for  the  safe  keejiing  of  cap- 
tured Africans.  As  the  responsible  head  of 
the  colony,  it  was  his  duty  to  use  all  the  meas- 
ures necessary  for  its  protection  against  all, 
whose  acts  were  likely  to  endanger  its  exist- 
ence, its  peace,  or  its  prosperity,  w  hether  they 
were  the  neighboring  native  tribes,  or  piratical 
victors,  or  others.  The  first  act  of  imputed 
miscondnot  was,  the  destruction  of  a  Spanish 
factory  at  Digby.  The  facts  are,  that  a  Span- 
ish dave  ship  had  fired  npon,  boarded,  taken, 
possession  of,  and  removed  fh>m  her  moorings, 
an  English  brig,  a  well-known  trader,  engaged 
in  lawful  coninierco  at  Cape  Mcsurado,  and 
then  at  anchor  in  the  Boad.s,  and  Unally  plun- 
dered the  brig  of  her  anchor,  and  a  variety  of 
articles  from  her  cabin  and  deck ;  the  robbery 
was  clearly,  acconling  to  the  strictest  rules  of 
law,  an  act  of  piracy.  Compliunt  being  made 
to  Dr.  Ashmun,  he  selected  a  force  from  hi9 
two  military  companies,  and  the  Spanish 
schooner  having  escaped,  he  pursued  the  prop- 
erty which  the  pirates  were  snown  to  have  m 
a  factory  on  the  shore,  and,  having  possessed 
himself  of  the  proper^,  destroyed  the  factory. 

The  second  transaction,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman,  QSi.  Hayne,)  was  the  destmction 
of  the  French  factory  on  the  St  Paul's.  Four 
of  the  natives  who  had  been  found  at  Digby, 
and  brought  into  the  colony,  had  left  the  estab- 
lishment, and  found  their  way  into  the  im- 
mense woody  region,  extending  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  with  every  prospect  of 
either  perishing,  or  becoming  victims  to  the 
avarice  of  the  stave  dealers.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  month  of  fruitless  effort  to  discover  tliem, 
Dr.  Ashmun  learned  they  were  loaded  with 
chains  in  this  French  factory,  and  held  as 
slaves.  They  were  demanded  once  and  a^ain, 
and  the  answer  to  the  demand  was  a  wnUen 
declaration  that  they  shoold  not  be  delivered 
np.  A  Ftench  schooner  was  lying  near,  pre- 
rared  to  receive  daves.  In  this  emei^ncy. 
Dr.  Ashmun  despatched  two  boats,  with  an 
armed  force,  ascended  the  Stockton  River,  broke 
up  the  factory,  and  brought  off  the  slaves  con- 
flned  in  it,  to  the  number  of  forty-three  men, 
thirteen  women,  and  forty-three  children.  This 
factory,  it  should  be  recollected,  was  within 
the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
colony. 

Till,  lost  transaction  which  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  animadvenaon,  wu  the  destmctioa  ot 
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Trade  Town ;  the  partfculan  of  which  are  fur- 
nished hy  Captain  Chase,  late  commander  of  a 
Colombian  armed  schooner,  who  is  said  to  be  a 
highly  honorable  man.  He  states  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  had  seduced  about  thirty 
free  blacks  from  the  colony,  and  had  sold  them 
to  Spanish  and  French  slave  traders :  that 
tbese  sednoed  odnuaU  were  freqaently  de- 
manded by  Dr.  Ashmun,  with  a  threat  to  nse 
force,  if  necessary ;  that  the  threats  were  not 
only  disregarded,  bnt  the  depredations  on  the 
colony  were  continued ;  that  tliese  facts  being 
made  known  to  C(q>tain  Chase  and  to  Captam 
Cothdl,  oommauding  a  Colombian  bri^  of  war, 
fliey  consented  to  asniBt  Ur,  Ashmon,  u  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  town.  As  they  approached  the 
i^ore,  they  were  fired  at  fVom  the  French  and 
Spanish  factories,  although  tbe  Colonial  flag 
was  hoisted  in  Kr.  Ashmun^s  boat.  The  land- 
hig  was  effected,  and  the  factories  were  taken 
possession  of.  Mr.  Ashman  addressed  a  note 
to  the  head  man  of  the  tribe,  informing  him 
that  his  object  was  to  regain  his  colonists, 
pnmising  a  cessation  of  all  hostilities,  if  they 
were  peaceabb-  sarroideTed,  and  threatening 
destmoticai  to  hfs  town  if  th^  should  be  with- 
held. Tbe  delivery  of  the  colonists  and  a 
nnmber  of  natives,  held  as  slaves,  was  prom- 
ised by  the  head  man,  bnt  delay  was  used  in 
completing  his  eiu;i^ment,  until  an  armed 
force  of  not  less  ^an  two  or  three  thousand 
men  were  collected,  who  wero  not  finally  sub- 
dued until  the  armed  vessels  were  brought  to 
bear,  and  fired  several  broadsides.  The  town 
was  then  destroyed.  This  is  tbe  history  of  the 
facts,  which,  with  the  decorations  contributed 
by  the  fanoy  and  wit  of  the  gentleman,  have 
been  held  up  to  tbe  Senate  as  a  spectacle  fit  not 
only  to  be  gravely  censured,  but  to  be  ridi- 
euled.  It  had  been  denied  that  Dr.  Ashman 
could  find  warrant  for  these  proceedings,  in 
any  power  derived  to  him  as  agent  for  the 
Ch)vemment.  Hr.  C.  said  he  did  not  contend 
tor  any  other  aatiiori^  on  tiie  part  of  Dr.  Ash- 
man, as  the  agent  of  the  Oovernment,  than 
that  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
If  the  recaptured  Africans,  delivered  at  his 
agency,  were  token  from  him,  and  about  to  be 
sold  into  slavery,  be  could  promptly  use  the 
means  necessary  to  rescue  them.  Mr.  Ashmun, 
however,  had  other  and  higher  powers  than 
those  conferred  on  him  by  the  Government 
As  the  civil  and  military  head  of  the  commu- 
nity, he  owed  protection  to  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  all  who  Tisited  his  colony.  As  the 
proteetOT  of  the  otdony,  he  was  bound  to  use 
the  means  in  his  control  to  rescue  its  citizens 
when  taken  captive,  and  to  secure  them  against 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  lawless 
and  piratical  aggressors.  Ur.  Ashmun  defends 
himself  on  these  grounds,  and  appeals  for  his 
vindication  to  the  broad  principles  of  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nations,  which  confer  tbe 
right  of  self-defence  upon  individuals  and  upon 
communities.  He  was  alone,  nnatded  by  wise 
eonnsels,  and  sdrroimded  by  lawless  pirates, 
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c^Mible  of  any  outrage.  "When  the  total  de- 
struction of  his  ocdony  and  tbe  loss  of  life,  c«r- 
tiUnly  perpetual  bondage,  was  the  SneritaUa 
result  to  his  subjects  of  an  unfavorable  issue  to 
the  hazard^  perhaps  a  very  nice  and  end 
calculaticMi  of  chances  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. At  a  distance  from  the  scene,  and 
retrospect,  Ur.  C.  said  he  think  Ae  dasgcr 
had  been  m^nifiedf  and  that  the  means  of  pn> 
vention  qjplted,  were  not  Adly  Jnstifiad ;  oat 
he  should  do  Iqjiutice  to  Dr.  Aumnm,  ^  b» 
not  acquit  that  gentleman  from  all  intuitional 
error.  He  tbou^t  it  probable  there  were  voy 
few  men,  however  Intelligent  and  disereeL 
who,  witti  the  aame  causes  for  ezcitMn«it,  and 
under  the  same  circumstances,  would  have 
avoided  the  same  error ;  and  he  certainly  be- 
lieved him  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  best 
and  purest  motives,  and  so  did  the  Bo<nety, 
when,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  they  passed 
tiie  vote  of  approbation  which  had  been  spo- 
ken  of  The  remarks  he  had  just  made,  were 
in  reference  to  the  destmetion  of  the  ftetory 
at  Digby,  and  the  seimie  of  the  davea  eoo- 
flnedtibere.  He  did  not  think  that  prooee^Snff 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  bdlem  he  was 
authorized  in  saying  sach  was  the  opinioD  ci 
tiie  society,  when  tms  q>eciflosultject  nad  bem 
before  them,  and  Ur.  Ashmun  had  been  so  in- 
formed by  the  managers  of  the  sode^. 

The  destruction  of  the  factory  on  the  St. 
Paul's,  established  immediately  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  on  its  ao- 
knowledge  territory,  and  In  open  violatkm  of 
its  laws,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  earying  on 
the  slave  trade,  was,  in  every  view  of  uie  sub- 
ject which  he  could  take,  perfectly  justified ; 
nay,  it  was  a  <in^<  Hot  less  so  was  tbe  ^o- 
ceedlng  at  Ttade  Town ;  all  the  previous  tiana* 
actions  there  having  been  notmoos^  idratkal, 
imd  the  conduct  u  its  chief  and  its  dticeas 
having  ftamished  just  cause  of  war. 

So  much  in  justice  to  Ur.  Ashmun.  Bnt 
how  does  this  affect  the  question  before  the 
Senate?  The  Government  has  said  to  him 
that  the  destruction  of  the  &otorie8  was  not 
within  the  limit  of  the  aathiuity  conferred 
upon  him  as  agent,  and  another  agent  had  been 
appointed.  The  society  had  the  power  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  upon  his  conduct  so  fiir  as  be 
had  acted  for  them,  and  if  dissatisfied,  they, 
too,  could  select  another  representative.  It 
had  been  sfUd  the  society  vruhed  to  transftr 
the  colony  to  the  United  States,  to  be  taken 
nnder  Its  protection  as  a  cdmy,  oontrary  to 
the  known  policy  d  the  GoverameDt;  md 
that  the  Booiely,  ^>prehendve  of  a  war,  Re- 
voked by  the  mlsocmdnet  of  Ashman,  now 
sought  protection  from  the  military  power  of  i 
the  Qovemmeut.  Kothing  could  bo  more  re-  I 
mote  from  the  views  of  the  society.  They  I 
have  no  desire  to  draw  the  Government  into  a  i 
war  to  protect  a  distant  colony ;  they  had  no 
apprehenn(Hi  of  an  attack  upon  themselves. 
No  civilized  power,  it  was  beUeved,  would  laid 
an  ear  to  tuB  danunnof  that  odlina  dais  of 
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men  who  alone  ecrald  tir^  oomplatnt.  Tfae 
laws  of  nature  denounoed  the  slave  trade ;  it 
was  al^orrent  to  the  feelings  of  humimity,  and 
had  been  made  highly'  penal  by  almost  ever;- 
Ohristian  Government  on  the  globe.  The 
owners  of  the  demolished  factories  then  could 
never  move  the  French  or  Spanish  Qovem- 
ments  to  assume  the  attitude  of  war  in  vindi- 
eatioa  of  th^  clfdnu  to  prosecute  this  base 
traffic  The  aotAaij  ooold  not  peroeive  cause 
of  apprehension  from  foreign  war.  In  regard 
to  the  natives,  the  colonj  possessed  all  the  ne- 
ces-tary  means  of  self-proteoti<Mi.  The  local 
militia,  which  had  been  so  contemptuously  spo- 
ken oty  were  in  fact  well  organized,  well  disci- 
plined, well  officered,  and  efficient.  Their  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  munitions  was  inadequate  to 
their  numbers  and  means  of  applying  them,  as 
was  the  case  in  some  other  countries,  but, 
email  as  they  were,  no  fears  were  entertained 
for  the  result  of  any  attack  from  the  natives. 

It  has  also  been  sud,  that  there  were  consti- 
tiit«Nial  objections  to  legislation  by  Congress 
on  &is  subjeot.  This  most  of  course  depend 
upon  the  measure  proposed  for  our  adoption. 
It  ia  not  ponible  now  to  antldpi^  what  may 
be  recommended  by  the  committee  which  yon 
are  asked  to  appoint.    Then  oert^nly  are 
means  of  aiding  the  colony,  which  involTC,  It 
would  seem,  no  oonstitntional  difScnlties.  To 
invoke  the  interposition  of  foreign  powers,  to 
prohibit  the  access  of  slave  ships  to  that  part  of 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  colony,  might  materially  promote  its  inter- 
esta,  and  yet,  he  supposed  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection would  prevent  our  recommending  such 
a  measure.    Others  might  be  suggested,  and 
no  doubt  the  committee  woold  properly  esti- 
mate  this  consideration.   He  could  not,  how- 
ever, tmM  the  remark,  that  a  direct  iq>propri- 
aHon  of  money  by  Congress  would  certainly 
find  hirii  auth(Hi^,  as  well  as  precedent,  to 
justify  It.  The  Garaccas— the  Hew  Uadrid— 
very  late  Alexandria  appropriations^  were 
uot,  pertiaps,  easily  Justified  by  any  pnnciple 
of  the  oonstitntion  which  would  ezolnde  this. 
To  an  tiiese  objections,  however,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  uie  memorial,  in  rem>ectf[il  and 
decorous  terms,  asks  a  hearing.    Let  the  re- 
^eet  be  treated  with  the  same  attention  which 
•u  ottiers  receive — ^let  the  facts  be  ascertained 
—let  the  objects  of  the  society  be  fairly  stated, 
and  the  case  (hlly  presented — the  various  modes 
J^pnuHoable  aid  sof^^ested — the  advantages 
«ota  thenr  sacoeasfbl  application,  enumerated — 
the  oonaatnttonal  dnncnltjea  whioh  oppose 
wem  ezamtned— and  tiien  l^e  Senate  will  be 
*w  to  appreciate  the  arguments  for  and  against 

propDsition  that  may  be  submitted. 
.  J^^  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  has  said 
It  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  mature  any  meas- 
TOe  Thich  can  grow  out  of  this  memorial.  He 
aware  of  the  difficulty,  but  he  would  use 
the  authority  of  the  gentleman  himself,  to 
"M>w  that  this  foct,  aasomiug  it  to  exist,  shonld 
pweot  the  aotion  ot  the  Senate,  to  the 


extent  now  asked  for.  At  tlie  last  session,  the 
gentleman,  after  devoting  much  labor  and  at- 
tention to  a  favorite  subject,  had  bronght  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  at  a  very  late  period, 
and,  if  his  recollection  did  not  mislead  him, 
had  proposed  its  discussion,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  inviting  the  attention  of  members, 
as  well  as  the  attention  the  community,  that 
it  mi^t  be  finally  acted  on  at  the  present  ses- 
eion.  He  not  find  fault  with  the  gentle- 
man: on  the  oontrary,  he  oonunended  his 
whole  course,  and  had  gone  with  him  in  sup- 
porting the  Bankrupt  Bill,  and  sincerely  re- 
gretted the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  that  sub- 
ject. But,  important  as  he  admitted  the  Bank- 
rupt Bill  to  be,  in  its  influence  on  the  country, 
he  must  claim  permission  to  think  the  subject 
to  which  this  memorial  refers,  more  interesting, 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  knew  no  question,  not  im- 
mediately involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
Government,  which  ought  to  excite  so  deeply 
the  anxious  reflection  of  every  patriot.  That 
part  of  the  population  of  the  States  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  society  to  remov^  was  a 
d^raded,  miserable  race  of  beings.  Claiming 
no  political  rights  themselves,  they  are  incapa- 
ble of  appreciating  those  gnat  principles  on 
which  all  our  institutions  are  based— excluded, 
by  the  indelible  distinctions  impressed  by  the 
Author  of  their  being,  from  their  rank  in  social 
life,  which  is  the  reward  and  the  stimolns  of 
high  moral  and  intellectual  acquirement,  they 
find  no  motive  for  the  cultivation  of  virtue, 
and  abandon  themselves  to  the  indulgence  of 
the  worst  passions  of  the  human  breast. 
They  are  not,  cannot,  be  citizens  of  your  coun- 
try— they  do  not  add  to  your  physical  energies 
— they  do  not  effect  the  legitimate  object  of 
any  one  appropriate  class  of  a  well-oi^nized 
community — they  are  any  thing  but  a  laboring 
class.  It  were  well  did  they  only  present  a 
n^^tive  character.  The  reverse  was  too  well 
known.  They  not  only  aro  the  drones  and 
moths  of  your  society — who  occupy  the  place, 
and  exclude  the  presence,  of  a  laboring,  hardy, 
useful,  and  moral  class  of  white  men,  actuated 
by  a  common  attachment  and  devotion  to  your 
country,  its  constitution,  and  its  lava,  the 
beneficent  protection  of  which  they  would  fee], 
and  the  highest  honors  of  which  they  would 
consider  accessible  to  merit,  in  whatever  garb 
— but  your  free  blacks  exert  the  most  deleteri- 
ous influence  on  every  class,  and  almost  every 
indtvidoal  in  society.  The  cormpUng  poison 
of  their  example,  and  their  habits,  has  infboted 
our  slaves,  and  mode  them  indcuent  and  im- 
moral ;  its  impulse  is  to  be  traced  on  the  lower 
orders  of  our  citizens ;  it  insinuates  itself  into 
our  domestic  circles,  into  tlie  early  habits  of 
oar  children,  and  is  felt  in  all  our  relations  in 
life ;  and  shall  we  be  told  that  a  proposed  rem- 
edy for  these  evils  is  to  be  lightly  considered  ? 
We  should  hail,  as  the  best  benefaction  to  our 
country,  the  advent  of  that  scheme  whioh 
shall  present  the  means  of  eaoi^  irom  the 
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mischiefs  which  wo  now  feel,  and  from  dan- 
gers, the  magnitude  of  which,  at  a  coming 
period,  no  man  can  penqit  himself  duly  to 
estimate. 

You  are  advised,  hj  intelligent  and  alscreet 
men,  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  that  the  ^lan  now 
proposed  will  probably  remove,  certainly  less- 
en, these  evils.  You  are  advised  that  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  plan  are  in  the 

Sower  and  under  the  legal  control  of  Congress, 
f  authority  be  reijulred  to  sanction  such  opin- 
ions, you  have  it  in  the  deliberate  and  formal 
decisions  of  the  Le^slaturea  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States  of  this  Union' — States  in 
which  slavery  is  allowed,  and  States  in  which 
it  is  not  allowed.  The  States  of  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  have  each 
made  a  legislative  declaration  of  their  views 
upon  this  subject.  Georgia  has  so  far  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  in  that  she  has  directed  the 
captive  Afnca&s,  who,  by  former  laws  of  Con- 
gross,  were  placed  at  the  di^>osal  of  the  State, 
to  be  ddivered  to  this  Colonization  Society,  to 
be  sent  to  Africa.  In  some  of  the  resolutions 
passed  1^  the  States,  yon  have  a  distinct  refer- 
ence to  the  system  of  colonizing  these  people 
nnder  the  patronage  of  tlie  General  Govern- 
ment. In  giving  authority  upon  this  Bubjcct,  it 
would  be  injustice  to  the  society,  it  would  be 
itijnstice  to  the  great  cause  in  which  tliey  are 
embarked,  and  also  to  the  memory  of  the  illus- 
trious patriarch  himself,  to  withhold  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  name  which  could  never  have  been 
connected  with  a  project  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  our  Southern  brethren,  or  involving 
an  infraction  of  constitntional  law.  Mr.  C. 
hero  read  fiwm  a  lettw  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  dated 
in  1811,  the  following  extracts :  "  Yon  have 
asked  mj  opinion  on  the  proportion  of  Ann 
Mifflin,  to  take  measures  for  procuring,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  an  establishment  to  which  the 
people  of  color  of  these  States  might  from  time 
to  time  be  colonized,  under  the  auspices  of  dif- 
fennt  Govemmenta.  Having  long  ago  made 
up  mind  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  hesita^ 
tion  m  saying,  that  I  have  ever  thought  that 
the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  be 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off  this  part  of 
our  population.  Most  advantageous  for  them 
as  well  as  for  ns.  *  ♦  •  *  You  inquired, 
farther,  whether  I  would  use  any  endeavors  to 
procure  such  an  establishment  security  ag^nst 
violence  from  other  powera  Certainly,  I  shall 
bo  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  give  it  effect  and 
safety.  But  I  am  but  a  private  individual,  &g. 
"Wlicreos,  the  National  Government  can  ad- 
dress themselves  at  once  to  those  of  Europe,  to 
obtain  the  desired  security,  and  will  unques- 
tionably be  ready  to  exert  its  influence  with 
those  nations  to  effect  an  object  so  benevolent 
in  itself,  and  so  important  to  a  great  portion  of 
its  constituents.  Indeed,  noUiing  is  more  to  be 
wished  than  that  tlie  United  States  would 
themselves  undertake  to  make  such  an  estab- 
lighmmi  on  the  ooaet  of  AMoa." 


[Febbdaht,  1827. 

Was  the  Senate  prepared  to  unite  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  dcDOuncing  a 
system  thus  recommended  to  their  coosiders- 
tion  ?   To  r^ect,  witbont  affording  themselrei 
opportunity  to  learn  facts,  an  a|^al  to  the 
Government  for  neoeasaiy  toA  to  prom(rt«  m 
object  dear  to  the  best  feelings  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  citizens — an  otdeet,  on  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  was  suspoDded  the  high  hopes 
and  anxious  anticipations  of  those  who  looked 
with  fearfid  apprehensions  to  the  final  resaUa 
of  ttiat  unnatural  combination  in  our  commu- 
nity of  such  heterogeneous  materials  f  We  are 
furnished  wnth  data  on  which  detailed  esti- 
mates have  been  framed,  by  intelligent  and  dis- 
tinguished men,  to  demonstrate  the  practicabil- 
ity of  the  scheme.   The  annual  increase  of  iree 
blacks  is  believed  to  be  less  tlian  »x  tfaonsand; 
the  experience  of  the  society  has  proved  thst 
the  cost  of  transportation  does  not  now  exceed 
twenty  dollars  for  each  person ;  and  when  the 
rapidly  growing  commerce  of  we  colony  shall 
present  Uio  inducement,  which  a  very  few 
years  of  continued  patnmage  will  ensara,  the 
cost  will  be  materially  lessened.   By  this  tri- 
fling expenditure,  it  is  in  our  power  to  arre^ 
effectually,  the  growth  and  increase  of  this 
alarming  evil.   Futnre  years  will  find  ns  with 
enlarged  views  and  increosed  means,  and  fiitnre 
experience  of  the  salutary  influence  of  the  fts- 
tern  will  make  us  ardent  in  its  prosecution, 
with  all  the  facilities  and  improvements  which 
it  will  disclose.   And  here  lie  be^ed  leave  to 
remark  that,  when  a  great  and  olanniug  evil 
was  felt  and  acknowledged,  dangerous  to  the 
trnnquillity  and  moral  order  of  society,  and 
when  a  remedy  was  proposed  by  men,  eminent 
for  every  virtue  which  could  adorn  the  jiatriot 
and  philanthropist,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  a 
denunciation  of  the  remedy  proposed  shonid 
be  accompanied  with  the  tender  of  some  other 
and  better  mode  of  relief.    Was  this  the  easel 
What  plan  was  proposed  in  lieu  of  that  now 
offered  ?   Kone.   The  whole  body  politic  wu 
diseased ;  parts  of  it  paralyzed ;  tho  causes  ol 
this  malady  still  exist,  and  alarming  apprehen- 
sions of  a  fatal  termination  are  expressed 
intelligent  men,  who  have  deeply  and  anxiously 
studied  the  case,  unless  a  particular  course  of 
practice  is  pursued — and  we  are  told  not  to  lis- 
ten to  their  opinions.   Does  not  the  quettioD 
immediately  occur.  What  then  is  to  be  donet 
This  question  has  been  asked  and  repeated  with 
all  the  soHcitude  <^  a  suffering  patient,  in  the 
agony  of  distress,  but  no  consolatory  answer 
lias  ever  reached  our  impatient  ears. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  had  before  him  sundry  doca- 
meots  to  sustain  the  several  facts  ho  hnd  as- 
serted, and  copies  of  tlie  resolutions  of  tho 
States  he  had  referred  to,  which  he  had  de- 
clined reading,  because  he  was  unwilling  to 
waste  more  of  the  valuable  timo  of  the  Senate; 
and  he  should  conclude  by  remarking,  that,  as- 
suming all  the  purposes  of  the  society  to  be 
chimerical,  and  aH  the  hopes  of  its  friends  to 
be  delo^To  and  visionary,  as  thegr  had  beat 
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charged  to  be ;  assuming  that  Congress  cannot, 
or  will  not,  extend  the  aid  the;  ask ;  yet  he 
claimed  for  them  the  Qsaal  ooortesy  of  a  hear- 
ing by  a  committee,  on  whoee  report  the  Sen- 
ate should  announce  its  final  decision. 

Mr.  Hatkb  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OhahbbUs, 
and  stud,  he  most  repeat  the  ezpresnon  of  his 
deep  ngnt  that  this  petition  should  be  forced 
on  the  oonsideratjon  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 
Z  had  indolged  the  hope,  sir,  when  it  was  with- 
drawn, two  days  ago,  that  we  should  hear  no 
more  of  it,  at  least  during  the  present  session. 
I  stand  prepared,  however,  to  resist  the  appli- 
cation at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces ;  and,  especially,  when  it  comes  before  this 
body  ia  sneh  a  qaestionable  shape,  and  under 
circumstances  calonlated,  if  not  intended,  to 
forestall  public  opinion,  by  precluding  a  full  and 
fur  iaqoiry  into  the  merits  of  the  application. 
"Die  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  complained 
of  the  oonrse  talten  in  relation  to  this  petition. 
He  had  asked  if  it  was  usual  to  meet  a  petition, 
onnii^  frmn  any  respectable  qnarter,  by  refus- 
ing evoi  to  refer  it  to  a  comndttee.  Withont  in- 
tending any  disrespect  towards  tiiat  gentleman, 
I  most  be  permitted  to  say,  that  we  have  just 
oaose  of  complaint  at  the  course  which  tiie  Col- 
oaintion  Society  have  thought  proper  to  pur- 
soe  in  this  matter — a  course,  liable,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  the  strongest  reprobation.  For 
two  years  past,  as  I  am  informed,  have  this  so- 
ciety, at  their  annual  meeting  in  this  city, 
adc^ted  a  resolution,  directing  an  application 
to  Congress;  but,  while  we  were  anxiously 
looking  for  the  attack,  not  unprepared  to  meet 
it,  no  petition  was  presented.    At  the  last 
meeting,  however,  held  in  this  city,  on  the  20th 
<tf  the  past  month,  the  followhig  resolution, 
proposed  by  a  gentiemaa  high  in  office,  (Mr. 
Cut,)  who  nude  a  speech  in  its  favor,  wliich 
has  been  published  and  extenrively  droulated, 
was  UDsnimondy  adopted,  viz: 

**  Retohed,  That  the  Board  of  Haiiagers  be  em- 
powered and  directed,  at  such  time  or  tim«8  as  may 
teem  to  tbcm  expedient,  to  make  respeotfiil  applica- 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Legi^tures  of  the  dilTerent  States,  for  eiich  pecn- 
Bitry  ud,  in  furtherance  of  tho  objects  of  the  society, 
U  they  may  respectively  be  pleased  to  grant." 

The  moment  this  resolution  was  adopted,  I 
became  satisfied  that  the  subject  would,  at 
length,  oome  before  Congress,  not  for  a  final 
decitioD,  but  in  such  a  form  as  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
tfWe,  a  victory  without  a  battle.  The  direc- 
tion cont^ned  in  that  resolution,  to  select  a 
uvorable  time  to  present  the  snqtect  to  tho 
^wtideration  of  Congress,  and  the  State  Legis- 
Istnres,  it  was  obvious,  mi^t  be  so  used  as  to 
podnce  a  most  decisive  emct  on  public  opin- 
•on,  without  affording  an  opportunity  for  op- 
position. By  watching  an  opportunity,  such  a 
petition  might  be  introdnoed  at  a  moment  when 
It  could  not  be  thoroughly  examined — it  might 
w  referred  to  a  select  committee,  (which,  ac- 
cording to  Parliamentary  rule,  must  be  com- 
PMsd  of  Its  friends,)  and,  at  the  last  di^- of  the 
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session,  a  report  mi^ht  be  obtained,  to  be  print- 
ed and  oirctuated  without  the  opportunity  being 
afforded  of  examining  it,  and  counteracting  its 
deleterious  effects,  here,  or  elsewhere.  A 
lodgment  might  thus  be  made  in  the  pnblio 
mind,  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  from 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  hereafter 
to  dispossess  them.  Now,  nr,  whatever  may 
be  the  design  of  gentiemen,  their  course  on  this 
occasion  leads  direotiy  end  inevitably  to  these 
results.  The  petitiim  has  been  Imnight  forward 
at  the  dose  of  a  very  busy  session,  when  our 
tables  are  already  groaning  under  the  weight 
of  severid  hundred  bills,  and  when  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  himself  acknowledges) 
it  is  not  intended  to  act  on  the  subject,  fnruier 
than  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  to 
obtmn  a  report,  (favorable,  of  coarse,)  to  be 
disseminated  at  the  public  expense,  throaghont 
the  country.  The  gentleman  thiiUcs  this  is  a 
very  fair  and  usual  course,  and  says  it  is  that 
which  we  pursued  last  year  in  rd^ion  to  the 
Bankn^  Bill  In  this  he  is  mistskm.  Tha 
Bankrupt  Bill  was  reported  on,  and  debated 
last  year,  in  the  hope  tiiat  it  would  then  have 
been  flniulv  acted  on ;  nor  was  it  abandoned 
until  that  hope  had  vanished.  The  usual  and 
proper  course  on  this  subject,  is,  to  send  to  a 
select  committee  of  its  friends,  any  measure 
where  there  is  a  general  opinion  favorable  to 
the  object,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  present 
it  in  its  best  form ;  but  never  has  such  a  refer- 
ence been  allowed,  where  novel  or  dangerous 
measures  are  proposed,  or  where  there  are 
great  and  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  there  is  a  portion  of  this 
House — I  trust,  and  confidently  believe,  a  de- 
cided minority — who  are  alt<»ether  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  this  petition.  Some  us  believe 
that  these  otyects  are  extremely  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  safety  of  this  Union ;  and  it  is 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  we  should  con- 
sent to  a  course  being  t^en  with  respect  to  it, 
the  only,  the  almost  avowed  object  of  wliich 
is,  to  forestall  pnblio  oi>inion,  and  to  infuse  a 
poison  into  the  public  mind,  under  tho  color  of 
our  authority,  to  which  it  may  not  be  In  our 
power  to  apply  an  antidote,  and  which  may 
'  produce  hereafter  the  most  f^Al  consequences. 
;  Entertaining  this  opinion  we  are  bound  to  pro- 
;  test  against  the  course  pursued  by  tho  Coloni- 
zation Society,  on  the  present  occasion.  We 
are  bound  to  redst  the  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  committee  of  its  frienda,  or  to  any  com- 
mittee, when  it  ia  acknowledged  that  it  is  not 
even  expected  that  we  should  now  act  upon  it 
definitively. 

The  gentieman  from  Maryland  denies  that  it 
is  the  present  object  of  the  Colonization  Society 
to  induce  Congress  to  establish  a  colony  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
that  object.  Sir,  I  speak  from  the  language 
and  plam  import  of  the  petition  itself,  whicli  is 
perfectly  clear  and  explicit  on  that  subject.  The 
tenor  of  that  petition  is,  that  the  society  find 
that  they  cannot  craunand  tho  peonniary 
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means  from  private  reeonroes  to  aocomj^ish 
the  objects  of  the  society;  that  thej  cannot 
govern  with  sufficient  wiedom  and  metgfy  a 
cobmj  BO  far  off,  and  composed  of  sooh  discor- 
duit  materials ;  and,  therefore,  they  pray  for 
the  inteipodtion  of  the  antiuvity  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  ^>plioation  d  the  national 
resources  to  this  ohjecL  I  will  quote  a  part  of 
the  monuvial  itself  to  pnt  this  matter  De7(Hid 
doobt : 

"  Bat  the  period  hu  at  length  arrived  when  the 
todety  would  no  longer  be  justified  In  relybig  on 
hs  own  limited  resources  for  accompUtblog  what  yet 
remains  of  its  patriotic  andertaking. 

*'  The  Colony  that  has  been  settled,  small  aa  it  Is, 
is  yet  too  large  to  be  governed  by  a  distant  and  un- 
incorporated society.  If  the  acknowledged  Imper^ 
fecUona  of  human  nature,  and  the  uniform  history 
of  manltind,  did  not  evince  the  dangers  necessarily 
connected  with  the  sudden  trandtion  of  any  people 
from  a  state  of  moral  and  political  degradation  to 
one  of  unqualified  freedom,  the  experience  of  the 
British  Colony  at  Sierra  Xfcono  would  suffldently 
demonstrate  how  ntteriy  ftOadous  mart  be  all  reh- 
ance  on  political  restrictions,  deriving  their  only 
sanction  from  die  voluntary  submietdon  of  a  popula- 
tion such  as  that  of  which  the  Colony  at  Liberia  wtU 
be  composed.  And  if,  with  these  evidences  before 
it,  the  society  should  leave  its  infant  settlement  to 
the  inadequate  protection  to  be  derived  from  its 
own  resources,  it  would  be  justly  chargeable  wiih 
all  the  evils  that  must  necessarily  resiJt  from  the 
defective  powers  of  oontnd  with  which  it  is  in- 
vested. 

"  In  reference,  too,  to  the  great  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished, it  ia  now  time  to  look  to  other  means 
than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by  individual  charity. 
The  extent  to  which  reliance  may  be  placed  on  this 
resource,  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  ascertdned ; 
and  iC  at  the  vety  commencement  of  the  uudertak- 
hig,  dded  as  it  has  been  by  aU  the  charms  of  nov- 
elty, means  have  been  fhrnished  for  removing  only 
a  few  hundred  out  of  the  many  thousands  that  are 
annually  added  to  the  free  colored  population  of 
the  country,  it  is  obvious  that  a  further  dependence 
on  this  resource  would  be  little  less  than  an  aban- 
donment of  tiie  enterprise.  The  evil  to  be  removed 
is  continually  increasing,  while  the  means  for  its  re- 
moval arc  proportiouably  dimini^ed;  and,  with 
every  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, unless  access  can  be  had  to  other  resources, 
each  succeeding  year  must  find  it  more  remote  from 
the  object  of  its  pursuit.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  Bodety  has  felt  itself  justified  in  askinp  the 
Immediate  and  effectual  interposiUon  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  The  otjeet  it  prmoees  to 
accomplish,  ia  the  removal  to  the  coast  «  Africa, 
with  tiieir  own  consent,  of  such  peoi4e  of  color, 
within  the  United  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of 
such  others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals,  and  the 
laws  of  the  different  States,  may  hereafter  hberate. 
Such  an  object,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  justice, 
the  humanity,  and  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and 
calculated  to  elevate  the  character  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  a  very  degraded  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race,  cannot  fail  to  be  confddered  as  one  of  deep 
and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  may  be  safely  relied  on  for  sug- 
gesting and  ^>plyiDg  the  necrasary  means  for  its 
•oempUAmeat.'* 
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Now,  sir,  every  ailment  whtofa  I  foiiueily 
urged  against  the  adoption  of  the  oolonial  sys- 
tem, and  against  the  right  and  expediency  ct 
appropriating  the  publio  mon^fbr  transiMrt- 
ing-pereons  of  color  to  AMoa,  are  dlre^y  ap- 
pBoahle  to  this  petition.  I  add  then,  that  I 
did  not  propose,  at  this  ttme,  to  discnsa  at  iarn 
either  of  these  great  questions.  Ky  object 
to  get  rid  of  the  sutgect ;  to  dispose  of  it  at 
least  for  the  presoit  session,  merely  stating  tiie 
strong  grounds  of  ol^eotiim  which  had  presented 
tbemselTes  to  my  mind.  I  shall  not  de^ui 
from  that  course  now,  except  so  &r  as  maj  be 
necessary  to  answer  the  argomenta  ni^ed  oo 
the  other  side.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
inrists  that  the  objects  of  the  Colonization  So- 
dety  are  purely  benevolent;  that,  among  its 
members,  are  the  names  of  many  distitutnshed 
men,  and  that  they  have  no  design  whatever 
to  interfere  with  Uie  institutums  or  the  property 
of  the  Sondiem  St^es.  As  to  the  persona,  at, 
who  compose  the  sooiefy,  there  are  many  fat 
whom  I  entertun  the  most  unfeigned  nmeet. 
I  believe  they  consist  of  several  classes,  lime 
is  a  large  and  respectable  class  of  paper  mem- 
bers— men  of  high  standing  and  t^titation, 
whose  names  are  used  to  grace  the  lists, — but 
who  never  attend  the  meetings  of  the  society, 
or  take  any  part  in  their  proceedings — many  of 
them  now  as  much  opposed  to  the  society  and 
its  objeota,  as  the  gentleman  (a  member  of  this 
body)  who  told  ns  last  year,  in  a  speech  against 
the  Bodety,  how  his  name  came  to  be  enrolled 
anuHig  its  members.  Another  class  oonsista  of 
very  benevolent  gentlemen,  whose  philanthropy 
has  induced  them  to  engage  in  a  sdieme,  which 
they  hope  may,  in  some  degree,  (thotigh  they 
do  not  clearly  perceive  how,)  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  African  race  m  this  country. 

There  is  still  another  class,  nr,  I  fear,  of 
men,  (and  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to 
the  whole,  and  what  influence  they  may  exer^ 
cise  over  the  proceedings  of  the  sodety,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say,)  who  are  influraced  by  a 
love  of  popularity  and  distinction,  and  who 
seek  all  Bnch  occasions  of  bringing  themBclves 
before  the  public  as  the  zealous  advocates  of 
any  scheme  which  takes  the  popular  ear  for  a 
day,  or  addresses  itself  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  people.  Such  mm  never  hesitate  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  popular  tide,  in  the  ezpeeta* 
tion  (tf  beii^  carried  safe  to  the  haven  oi  tbeir 
hopes.  To  them  it  signfiles  Httle  how  danger- 
ous the  scheme  may  he,  if  they  can  attadi  to  it 
the  names  of  liberty  or  philanthropy. 

Hr.  Jefferson's  name  has  been  quoted,  as  if 
he  had  sanctioned  this  society.  I  was  glad  to 
be  informed  that  the  letter  alluded  to  waa 
written  dxteen  years  ago,  and  could,  therefcvcL 
have  had  no  hearing  on  this  society ;  which  had 
then  no  existence,  and  which,  I  believe,  he 
never  countenanced,  even  so  far  as  to  Iworaoe  a 
paper  member. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  vindicated 
the  object  of  the  sodety.  I  do  not  oonsidsr 
this  a  fit  ooeadon  to  go  at  linge  into  tiiatsdh 
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|ect.    The  time  may  come  when  it  will  be  mj 
intj  to  do  so,  and  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the 
task.    I  tras^  however,  I  shall  be  ezonsed  in 
saying  a  few  words  in  reply  to  that  gentleman, 
even  at  this  time.  He  insists  that  it  is  not  the 
wish,  or  intention  of  the  society  to  interfen 
wiAf  or  in  any  way  cUstnrb,  the  policy  of  the 
Sontherik  States.    So  sqr  the  aodety.  But. 
sir,  fiieta  ^eak  stroogertluui  profe^ne.  And 
what  are  uie  facts  ?   Are  not  the  members  and 
agents  of  this  sociefy  everywhere  (oven  while 
declaiming  all  sach  intentions)  making  proola- 
mationa  that  the  end  of  their  scheme  is  univer- 
sal emancipation  f  Have  we  not  heard  th^  or- 
ators,  at  their  meetings  here,  openly  held  tinder 
the  eyes  of  Congress,  asking  whether,  when  all 
the  free  people  of  color  are  transported,  we  are 
to  stop  there ;  and  answering  their  qnestion  by 
the  avowal  that  thd  great  work  will  be  but 
then  begun?    Sir,  let  any  man  enmine  the 
whole  soope  and  tuulency  of  the  reports  and 
speeches  made  to  this  society,  nay,  of  thia  very 
mamfesto,  pnUlshed     their  anthorl^  and  he 
most  be  dull  of  apprehenrion,  if  he  does  not 
perc^ve  that  the  spirit  whi(^  lurks  beneath 
their  fair  professions,  is  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
best  interests  of  the  Sonthem  States ;  and  not 
the  less  so  because  it  comes  clothed  in  the  garb 
of  friendship,  and  with  professions  of  peace  and 
good  will.    Besides,  sir,  does  not  every  South- 
ern man  know  that,  wherever  t^e  Oolonlzation 
Bocwty  has  invaded,  oar  country,  a  spirit  of 
hostility  to  oar  institutions  has  instantly  sprang 
tip  T   This  may  be  what  the  gentleman  whose 
speech  I  have  Just  quoted,  calls  *'  the  collateral 
ooDsequenoes     of  the  society's  proceedings ; 
fOf  which  he  says  the  **■  society  are  not  respon- 
sible." 

But,  sir,  if  gentlemen  wQl  do        and  hold 
Isngoage,  and  enoonr^  a  eant  vmch  mnst, 
of  necMd^,  bow  the  seeds  of  sediticm,  and  pro- 
dace  diao(»d,  it  must  be  a  struned  oonstniction 
which  shall  justify  their  conduct,  because  these 
Gonseqaen(»a  are  "collaterol"  and  "not  di- 
ttet,"   Look  at  the  object  expressly  avowed  in 
tlds  petition :  for  the  accomplishment  of  which. 
Congress  is  now  called  upon  to  famish  aid. 
"  The  object,"  say  the  petitioners,  "  is,  the  re- 
moval to  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  their  own 
^«went,  of  such  people  of  color  within  the 
Uidted  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  such 
others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals  and  the 
uvs  of  the  ^Ufferent  Nates  may  hereafter  liber- 
Pas^ng  over  the  first  part  of  this 
sraeme,  what  would  bo  the  direct  tendency 
•nd  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  policy  recom- 
aended  by  the  first  clause  of  this  sentence,  by 
the  Federal  Government?   The  national  funds 
we  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting such  slaves  as  their  owners  may  coo- 
•ent  to  emancipate  for  that  purpose.   If  this  be 
token  up  as  a  national  object ;  if  we  have  the 
power  and  the  inclination,  and  should  resolve 
w^propriate  the  public  money  to  tiiis  object, 
^*«ttB6  we  wotdd  be  at  liberty  to  offer  any 
**9ta^  we  pleue  to  induce  the  owners  of  J 
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slaves  to  consent.  It  is  useless  to  disguise  the 
truth — ^if  this  policy  should  ever  be  adopted  by 
this  Government,  tiiey  will  go  directly  into  the 
market  as  the  purchasers  of  our  slaves,  for  the 
purpose  of  emancipation  and  transportation. 
TMb  is  the  point  to  whldi  this  policy  directly 
and  inentably  leads.  Kow,  I  will  ask  g^tie- 
men  to  oontemnlate  dl^aaraonately  the  effect 
that  is  to  be  prodooed  on  the  Sonthem  States,  by 
this  Government  bdmr  notoriously  in  the  mar- 
ket, with  its  Treasury  of  $20,000,000  or  $80,000,- 
000,  as  tiie  purchasers  of  our  slaves,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emancipation.  Can  you  touch  this  mass 
of  a  now  contented,  h^py,  and  useful  class  of 
beings,  without  disquieting  their  minds,  creating 
dissatisfaction,  des^oying  their  usefulness,  and 
brii^ng  ruin  on  the  whole  commimity !  Much 
has  been  already  done  to  destroy  the  confidence 
and  impair  the  mutual  affection  which  has 
hitherto  so  happily  subsisted  between  the  mas- 
ter and  his  slave ;  but  adopt  this  policy  and  it 
wUl  be  destroyed  forever.  Besides,  sir,  once 
bring  this  Government  bito  the  market  as  pnr- 
diasers,  and  they  will  fix  th^  own  terms. 
Onoe  admit  the  prindple^  and,  fn  its  iq^iea- 
tioD,  it  most  inevitably  lead  to  ^vesting  tu  of 
our  property,  on  such  terms  as  Congress  may 
choose  to  prescribe ;  the  insidious  movement 
of  Colonization  and  Abolition  Societies,  the 
distribution  of  political  tracts,  and  a  few  incen- 
diary resolutions,  introduced  mto  Congress  and 
the  State  Legislatures,  (events  which  have,  tn 

Sart,  ooonrred  even  in  our  own  time,)  will  re- 
uce  the  value  of  our  property  to  any  standard 
this  Government  ohoosee  to  prescribe.  So  it 
has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  so  it  will  be 
here.  I  am  informed  by  s  gentleman  who  has 
lived  many  years  in  the  West  Indies,  that,  by 
the  perpetual  agitation  this  qnestion  in  Great 
Britain,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  lands  in  that 
country  have  been  reduced  to  less  than  half 
their  value ;  and  slaves  to  ten  ponnds  per  head ; 
and  should  the  British  Government  choose  to 
purchase  them,  it  will  he  the  easiest  thing  in 
nature  so  to  shake  the  public  confidence  in  that 
species  of  property,  as  to  reduce  their  value  to 
nothing. 

In  tliis  view  of  the  subject,  can  any  man  be 
BO  blind  as  not  to  see  and  feel  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  tlie  measures  recommended  to  us 
by  this  society !  Sir,  the  truth  cannot  be  dis- 
guised— ^it  most  be  told.  The  only  safety  of 
the  Southern  States  is  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  power  on  tiie  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  touch  tiie  subject  at  (dl.  Thank  God, 
the  constitution  gives  them  no  power  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  colonization,  or  to  intenero 
with  our  institutions,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil.  This  is  the  very  "  Ark  of  the  Covenant," 
in  which  alone  we  will  find  safety. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  society  is  altogether  visionary  and  imprac- 
ticable. Without  going  fully  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  will  offer  one  illustration  of  it.  In  the 
speech  mode  in  the  society,  in  support  of  this 
^iplioatioa  to  Congress,  the  views  of  the  sod- 
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ety  are  explained,  and,  I  prcsmne,  it  will  not 
1m  considered  unfair  to  try  th«  society  by  the 
test  of  the  deliberate  opinion  expressed  by  one 
of  their  high  officers,  in  a  speech  made  in  sup- 
port of  this  very  application  to  Congress,  print- 
ed at  the  reqnest  of  the  society,  and  extenslTe- 
ly  circnlated.  In  the  dxth  page  of  this  speech, 
it  is  expUcitly  stated,  "  that  the  true  nature  of 
the  eril,^'  (for  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  so- 
ciety to  provide  a  "remedy,")  is  "not  that 
there  are  some,  but  that  there  are  so  many 
tmoag  us  of  a  different  caste."  That  the  Af- 
rican part  of  our  population  hears  so  lai^  a 
proportion  to  the  residue  of  Ecropean  origin, 
as  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  es- 
pecially in  some  quarters  of  the  Union,"  and  that 
the  object  is,  "  in  a  material  degree  to  dimin- 
ish, or  render  stationary,  this  dangerous  ele- 
ment la  the  general  mass." 

The  means  are  next  pointed  oat  by  which 
this  great  object  is  to  be  obtained.  It  is  to 
transport  6,000  firee  persons  of  color,  annually 
to  Africa,  which,  at  twenty  dollars  each,  will 
cost  one  hundred  and  twenty  thonsmd  dollars 
per  onnom.  "This  (we  are  assured)  is  the 
whole  scheme  of  &e  society."  Now,  rir,  can 
any  scheme  be  more  preposterous,  any  evil 
more  imaginary,  or  any  remedy  more  inade- 
quate to  remove  it,  if  it  bad  on  existence  any- 
where bat  in  the  disordered  fancies  of  those 
who  conjure  it  up  to  alarm  the  timid,  or  influ- 
ence the  weak  and  credulous?  Wo  are  told 
of  "  the  danger  "  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
from  the  large  number  oi^  the  African  race 
among  us,  and  of the  lively  apprehension  "  felt 
on  this  subject.  Danger,  sir!  from  less  than 
two  millions  o£  ignorant  and  unarmed  people, 
scattered  over  an  inunense  region,  and  without 
the  means  of  concert  or  co-operation,  in  a  pop- 
vlation  of  twelve  millions  of  brave,  inteUigent, 
and  united  freemen  I  As  to  the  *'  lively  appre- 
hensions "  from  which  our  kind  and  consi^rate 
fViends  have  volunteered  to  relieve  us — let  me 
tell  them,  that  we  have  no  fears,  except  from 
their  uncalled-for  interference  in  our  concerns. 
Sir,  a  mistake  has  gone  abroad  on  this  subject, 
which  must  be  corrected.  I  know  that  lan- 
guage, similar  to  that  which  I  hove  just  quoted, 
has  been  so  often  used  in  certain  quarters,  that 
an  opinion  prevails  in  some  portions  of  this 
Union}  that  the  Southern  States  are  d^>endent 
upon  them;  that  they  cannot  maintain  their 
existence,  widiont  the  protection  of  their  North- 
em  brethren ;  and  hence  it  is,  sir,  that  very  lit- 
tle scmple  is  felt  in  impo^ng  burthens  (by  tar- 
ifib  and  other  impositions)  on  those  who  ere 
supposed  to  be  "  in  mercy."  Sir,  let  me  assore 
our  Nordiem  brethren  that  this  is  oltogether  a 
delusion.  We  feci  ourselves  perfectly  odequato 
to  our  own  protection,  and  we  feel  no  appre- 
hensions whatever,  except  from  their  unau- 
thorized and  dangerous  intermeddling  with  our 
institutions.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  much  has 
been  already  done  to  create  difficulties,  and 
our  only  apprehension  arises  from  a  belief  that 
ft  reckless  perseverance  in  the  course  vUch 
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has  been  for  some  time  pursued,  (ostenaUy 
for  our  bene6t,  but  in  truth  to  onr  injnir.) 
may  lead  to  scenes  over  which  humanity-  must 
weep. 

But,  if  the  danger  was  in  reality  such  as  tbe 
Colonisation  Society  suppose,  what  are  we  to 
say  to  the  remedy  pnnKMed  for  so  great  and 
pressing  an  evil!  Sir,  it  is  absolute^  beyond 
belief,  that  any  one  should  gravely  propose  to 
accomplish  so  great  an  end  by  such  feeble  means. 
The  sfdety  of  ten  millions  of  )>eople  is  endan- 
gered by  the  great  relative  proportion  wliich 
two  millions  (n  people  bear  to  twelve  millions, 
and  to  remove  uiis,  it  is  proposed  to  transport 
six  thousand  per  annum  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
at  an  expense  of  twenty  dollars  each.  Now, 
what  influence  can  the  removal  of  rix  thoiosand 
persons  annually,  possibly  have  on  the  safety 
of  such  a  nation  as  this!   Sir,  the  number 
would  not  even  be  missed.   According  to  the 
laws  which  govern  popnlttitm,  their  placet 
would  be  sopped  Immediately,  and  the  coun- 
try would  proceed  on  its  steady  march,  withoot 
the  smallest  interruption  from  this  innijginificant 
diminution  of  their  numbers.   And  yet,  this, 
we  are  assured,  is  "  the  whole  object  of  the  to* 
ciety."   The  other  part  of  the  calculation  is 
equally  fUIadous.   Twenty  dollars  to  tran^tort 
a  person  to  Africa  and  establish  him  there  f 
Why,  eir,  it  would  cost  more  to  carry  him  to 
the  place  of  embarkation.   To  transport  him, 
including  all  expenses,  would  cost  double  that 
omount ;  and  then,  if  yon  do  not  mean  to  leave 
him  to  perish,  yon  mnst  build  houses,  and  fur- 
nish food,  clothing,  medicines,  and  efficient  pro- 
tection, for  at  least  a  year.  If  you  put  the  ex- 
pense of  all  this  at  $100, 1  am  snre  you  would  i 
fall  far  below  the  mark.   Gentlmen,  on  whose  I 
judgment  and  accuracy  I  rely,  have  estimated  it 
at^OO.  ButwehaTesomelightaonthissDbjefl, 
which  may  assist  us  in  counting  the  cost  of  traB»>  | 
porting  persons  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  public.   I  have  the  official  docu- 
ments before  me,  diowing  that  there  has  il- 
ready  been  actually  expended  by  the  Cnitcd 
States,  under  the  act  for  transporting  captured 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  $69,767  67: 
there  having  been  actually  tronsported  onlr 
about  thirty,  equal  to  about  $2,000  apiece.  It 
is  true  that  there  have  been  supported  in  the 
United  States,  (pending  certain  legal  investiga-  i 
tions,)  about  180  more.  But  here  is  an  esti*  I 
mate  just  submitted  by  the  Ctoremment,  of  the 
sums  now  wanted  to  tranqwrt  and  maintain 
these.  The  transportation,  from  the  p<at  tt 
embarkation,  is  put  down  at  $40  each— equal 
to  $7,800. 

Provisions  and  clothing  (including  the  SO  al- 
ready at  the  agency)  $5,000 
Uedicine  and  Ho8|dtaI  Stores,  1,000 
Lumber,  &c.  2,000 
Salaries,  Priucipal  and  Assistant,  2,600 
For  various  expenses  of  the  Agency  that  can- 
not be  esumated  with  ai^  accuracy,  11,290 

KaldttgintUtheiomof  Sfl^ 


The  Colomzatian  Society. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATSS  OF  OONOBESS. 


821 


Tmmmr,  1837.] 


Equal,  in  Tonod  numbers,  to  iibmit  $150  for 
each  African  transported. 

But,  if  yon  add  the  whde  ezpenaee  to  wbioh 
the  Government  will  have  been  subjected  in 
the  transportatiwi  of  these  800  AfHoans,  the 
acconnt,  as  appeam  from  the  docamoit  braore 
ine,  will  stand  thus: 

Ezpenditnres  to  Slit  December,  Reported 
t     2inh  January,  1826,  $40,400  81 

Expenses  by  accoont,  to 

Sd  January,  1827,      $19,84?  69 

Adranees  to  Agents,       10,868  67 

  $29,714  26 


$70,114  67 

Additional  vrm  now  demanded  as 

above  q>edfied,  29,290  00 


$99,404  61 

Equal  to  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  transportation  of  200  Afrioans,  or  abont 
$600  each. 

Bnt,  if  it  is  really  and  truly  the  single  object 
of  the  society  to  relieve  the  country  iVom  the 
danger  resulting  from  the  large  proportioa 
which  the  African  population  in  this  coontry 
bears  to  the  rest,  snrely  nothing  short  of  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  annual  increase 
will  effect  that  object   Even  this  would  leave 
that  popnlation  nndmuniahed.  Now,  what  is 
&e  annual  increase  t  At  4  per  oent.  it  wonld 
he80,000;  at  3  par  cent  it  woold  be40,000— 
but  taking  the  average  increase  for  thirty 
years,  from  1790  to  1830,  it  exoeeds  8  per  cent 
In  ronnd  nnmbers,  therefore,  it  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  60,000.   Nothing  short  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  this  number,  annually,  could  accomplish 
the  objects  of  the  society,  imd  this  wonld  cost 
six  millions  of  dollars,      the  lowest  calcula- 
tion, and  probably  doable  that  amount.  Can 
the  society  do  thisf   Oon  the  Oovernment  do 
it)   No  rational  man  will,  for  a  moment,  say  so. 
So  perfectly  chimerical  then,  Mr.  President, 
are  the  plans  and  calculations  of  this  society. 
The  whole  object  of  the  society  is  to  remove 
an  imaginary  danger,  and  by  means  as  inade- 
qoate,  as  if  they  &onld  attempt  to  more  the 
world,  even  witlioat  the  lever  of  Archimedes. 
6Ir,  this  whole  subject  is  grossly  mlsonderstood, 
and  egre^onsly  mtsrepresented.  The  pn^^ss 
of  time  aod  of  events  IS  providing  an  effectual 
nmedy  for  the  evil,  concerning  which,  some 
gentlemen  are  so  sensitive.  In  this  very  speech 
"Cta  are  stated,  that  ought  to  quiet  forever  the 
nunds  of  the  most  philanthropic,  on  this  sub- 
Ject-^iacts  drawn  from  official  documents, 
which  show  conclusively  that  the  relative  in- 
crease, for  many  years  past,  has  been  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  free  white  population,  and 
that  the  relative  proportion  of  toe  colored  pop- 
^ihttion,  whether  free  or  slave,  is  certainly  ai- 
gtfninhing,  almmt  in  an  arithmedcul  propor- 
tion. 

Without  going  over  the  taUe  b^bre  me^  I 
■■hall  merel:r^Y^s  fow  resolts. 


The  rate  of  increaaa  of  sImm,  fat  ten  yea>%  fhm 
1810  to  1820,  was  3.911  per  oeoL 

Ditto  of  persons  of  color  i.625  per  cent. 

While  the  mean  ratio  of  hiorease  for  tA«r<y  y«an^ 

from  1790  to  1820,  was — 

Of  slaves,  8  per  cent. 

Persons  of  color,  upwards  of         6  per  cent. 

Showing,  clearly,  that  the  inoreaae  has  been 
considerably  less,  during  the  last  ten  years, 
than  for  the  twenty  years  preceding,  and  also 
that  the  present  ratio  of  increase  is  much  below 
that  of  the  free  white  population. 

Thiu,  or,  it  i^pears,  that  the  Almighty,  in 
the  wise  order  of  his  providence,  has  marked 
out  the  course  of  events,  which  will  not  only 
remove  all  danger,  bat  gradually,  and  effeeta- 
ally,  and  "  in  Us  own  good  time,"  accomplish 
our  deliverance  from  what  gentlemen  are 
pleaaed  to  conrider  bb  "the  curse  of  the  land." 
The  Enrcmean  population  is  now  Increasing  at 
the  rate  of  foar  per  cent.^  that  of  the  African  race 
at  from  two  to  three  per  cent^  (and  their  rate  of 
increase  constantly  diminishing.)  The  former 
will  be  doubled  in  about  twenty-flve  years,  the 
latter  will  notprobably  be  doubled  in  less  than 
fifty  years.  While  this  prooess  is  going  on,  the 
colored  classes  are  gradually  dimising  them- 
selves throughout  the  country,  and  are  making 
steady  advances  in  intelligence  and  refinement; 
and  if  half  the  zeal  wore  oiiplayed  in  bettering 
their  condition,  that  is  now  wasted  in  the  vfdn 
and  fhiitless  effort  of  sending  them  abroad, 
th^  intellectual  and  moral  im^vement  would 
be  steady  and  rapid.  The  history  of  this  coun- 
try has  proved,  tlmt,  when  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  colored  populaUon  to  the  white  is 
greatly  diminished,  ^avea  oease  to  be  ralaable, 
and  emancipation  follows  of  course,  and  they 
are  swallowed  up  in  the  common  mass.  Wher- 
ever free  labor  is  put  in  fall  and  snccessfnl  op- 
eration, slave  labor  ceases  to  be  profitable.  It 
is  tme  that  it  is  a  very  gradual  operation,  and 
it  must  be  to  be  sncoessful  or  desirable.  Time 
and  patience,  therefore,  'ore  only  wanting  to 
effect  the  great  object  which  genUemen  profess 
to  have  in  view — and  to  effect  it  safely,  pru- 
dently, and  in  the  only  mode  in  wluch  it  can  be 
dtme,  without  the  inevitable  ruin  of  all  parties 
concerned.  And  gentlemen,  in  th^  intemperate 
zeal  in  what  is  miscalled  the  cause  of  ^nstice 
and  humanity,  are  attempting  to  anticipate 
events,  and  insist  on  reaping  the  fruit  at  once, 
not  only  before  the  harvest  is  ripe,  but  before 
they  have  token  the  puns  to  till  the  ground, 
or  to  sow  the  seed. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  admitting 
that  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashmnn  has  been  cou- 
enrable,  yet  seems  to  think  that  I  have  repre- 
sented the  matter  too  strongly,  and  he  insists 
that,  as  Agent  of  the  United  States,  he  has  q 
right  to  capture  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa; 
and  at  all  events,  however  censurable  his  con- 
duct may  be,  that  the  Government,  and  not  the 
society,  are  anaweraUe  for  It  though  Dr, 
Aahmun  dates  his  letter  at  the  "  United  States 
AgeUoft^  and  ^eaka  of  liamtit  as  Ha  Bi^re- 
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wntatiTe  of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  acts 
as  the  acts  of  this  QoTemment,  I  am  yet  to 
learn  that  our  constitntion  and  laws  give  the 
•lightest  eanotion  to  these  pretensions.  His 
authority  is  derived  entirely  from  the  act  of 
8d  March,  1819,  which  taerely  appropriates 
a  sam  of  money  to  enahle  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  sent  back  to  their  own  conntay,  any 
Africans  illegallr  imported  into  the  United 
£tates.  Dr.  Aahmun  has  been  employed  as 
Agent  nnder  that  aot,  and  his  powers  and  dn- 
ties  are  strictly  limited  to  Teo^ving  snob  Af- 
ficans  as  may  be  suit  fram  uiis  oomitjy,  and 
caaring  them  to  be  restored  to  Uieir  respective 
tribes.  'Where,  then,  can  he  d^ve  authority 
to  destroy  the  slave  trade — to  snppress  piracy 
—to  capture  and  break  up  French  and  Span- 
ish establidunents  on  the  coast — ^to  take  pria- 
vners,  destroy  property,  and  conduct  military 
expeditions  ?  As  to  the  alleged  piratical  char- 
acter of  the  Spanish  Ajhoimer,  agdnst  which 
tlie  Dr.  undertook  his  first  hostile  expedition, 
-he  himself  expressly  declares,  that  her  papers 
were  all  regular ;  that  she  was  engaged  in  a 
lawful  trade,  and  that  there  was  not  even  a 
ftuspicion  of  her  having  been  engaged  in  any  un- 
lawnd  act,  priw  to  her  taking  from  an  Engllah 
brig  an  anchor,  and  some  other  artides  not 
qmified.  The  case,  therefore,  is  oleai^that 
expedition,  like  attthe  rest,  was  undertaken 
in  furtherance  of  the  great  scheme  of  putting 
down  thatlace  trade — an  object  doubtless  very 
desirable,  and  extremely  benevolent,  but  with 
which  Dr.  Ashmun  has  no  more  to  do,  than  he 
has  in  that  of  establishing  free  Governments 
throughout  the  world.  There  can  be  no  other 
pretext  than  this  for  the  attadc  on  Will's  Town, 
and  the  capture  of  the  slaves  and  other  property 
there — ^nor  indeed  for  any  of  the  expeditions 
of  which  I  have  before  spoken.  Now,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  Executive  formally  disa- 
vows aU  of  these  unlawful  acta,  and  throws  them 
cn  Dr.  Ashmun,  as  the  Agent  of  the  sodety. 
And  what  do  they  dof  I  know  nothing  of 
their  proceeding  or  opinions,  except  what  I 
derive  from  their  public  acta ;  but  I  do  know 
that,  at  their  annual  meeting  here,  on  the  20th 
January  last  they  did  pass  a  resolution  ap> 
proving  of  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashman,  with- 
out any  restriction  or  limitation  whatsoever. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  society  has  sanc- 
tioned the  unlawfHiI  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  «u 
their  Agent — acts  of  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  dis^proved — and  they  now  come 
here  and  wish  us  to  take  the  business  into  our 
own  hands.  Sir,  the  course  of  this  affair  has 
demonstrated  that  political  power  cannot  be 
entrusted  to  Agents  three  thousand  miles  off, 
(whatever  the  character  of  each  Asentamay 
be,)  without  being  liable  to  abuse.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  a  private  society  always  must  bo  inad- 
equate to  tne  Government  of  a  Colony — a  dis- 
covery which  the  Golonixation  Society  seems 
at  length  to  have  made,  and  which  it  would 
have  been  wdl  for  themselvea,  for  their  coun- 
try,, and  for  tiie  peraoas  who  nave  been  tnua* 
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ported  to  a  barbarous  and  distant  land,  if  tibej 
bad  made  before  their  society  was  instito- 
ted.  What  thent  Shall  the  United  States 
adopt  thU  m-fated  Colony  i  ShaU  they,  widi 
the  fatal  experience  of  all  other  ooun  tries  on 
the  snUect  before  their  eyes,  enter  uptm  tie 
Colonial  Syttemt  Shall  they  form  a  Colony 
three  thousand  miles  off — a  Colony  on  the 
Continent  of  Africa,  and  above  idl,  a  Cctknty 
to  be  composed  entirely  of  a  descrii>tion  of 
persons  unfit  for  self-government,  and  in  eveiy ' 
respect  unprepared  for  the  new  state  of  ycHHbr- 
cal  existence  in  vhldi  they  are  to  be  placedl 
For  my  own  part,  Ur.  Pre^rait,  I  am  resdved 
to  give  no  countenance  vhaterer  to  any  such 
wild  and  extravagant  projects,  by  whatever 
specioQs  names  they  may  be  called.  I  will  not 
consent  even  to  entertdn  the  queetion ;  and  I 
shall  move  to  lay  this  petition  on  the  table,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  its  reference 
to  any  committee,  and  in  the  hope>  that  the 
Senate  may  heu'  no  more  of  it,  either  during 
the  present  session,  or  at  any  other  time. 

Alter  a  few  words  from  iSi.  Bmroir,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  the  petitdon  ma^  on 
his  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 


UomiAT,  February  12. 
In  jSmvC  Smion.— Panama  JKibtjm— iKMUM- 
tUm  of  Mr.  PoitmU. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  oowideration  of  (be 
nomination  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  as  Envoy  Fxtra- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  oS  the 
United  States  to  the  Assembly  of  American 
Ministers,  transfrared  from  Panama  to  Taco- 
baya,  in  Mexico,  in  the  place  of  Biohard  C.  An- 
derson^deceaaed. 
Mr.]  Bbnton  offered  the  following  reeolnticm: 
Reaol^ed,  That  It  Is  inexpedient  for  the  United 
States  to  send  any  Uinister  in  the  [dace  of  R.  G. 
Anderson,  deceased,  to  the  Congreaa  of  Ameriosa 
NaUons  at  TaeabsTa. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resoIntiMi, 
it  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote : 

TxA8. — ^VesBrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chin- 
dier,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  findlay,  Hayne,  Kanc^ 
Eiog,  UcKinle^,  UacoD,  iUndolph,  Kdgely,  Bona, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  TazeweD,  Van  Bmen, 
White,  Williams,  and  Woodburj— SS. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  BoaKfnr, 
Chambers,  ClajrtOD,  Edwards,  Harrisoii,  Hendrulo, 
Holmes,  Johnson  of  Eentncky,  Johnson  of  Losifr 
iana.  Knight,  Harks,  Mills,  Koble,  Reed,  BobUn^ 
Ragglea,Suiford,  Seymour,  Silabee,anith  (rf  Mai;* 
land,  Thomas,  and  Wille;— 26. 

Mr.  Benton  snbmitted  fte  fdlowii^;  resdhtioii: 
"  It  i^ipearing  to  the  Senate,  frma  the  docu- 
ments communicated  by  the  PreddmL  in  tbe 
IVeaty  of  Union,  Leagne,  and  Pen>etaal  Gonftd- 
eration,  concluded  by  the  Assembqr  of  American 
Nations  at  Panama,  on  tbe  16th  of  Joly,  ISM^ 
it  is  stipulated  that  the  Governments  tiiere  rep- 
resented, would  renew  th«r  invitationa  to  tne 
neutral  and  friendly  powers  to  send  FlM^toteii* 
tiorifis  to  Taoabaja;  and  it  ABtbar  j^eariig 
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Oist  no  aadh  InntBtiona  bave  j«A  been  given  to 
oar  GoTwnment: 

"  T%ere/hre^  remttved,  That,  vithoat  now  expreasmg 
its  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  United  States 
being  re[Hresented  at  the  Congress  of  Tacnbaya,  the 
Senate  are  of  opinion  tliat  no  fbrther  steps  ought 
to  be  takea  in  uiat  Misoon,  nor  any  farther  expenae 
incurred." 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  this  resolntion, 
it  was  decided  in  the  n^tire,  as  folIoTrs : 

Tu9. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb.  Didterson,  Eaton,  FindUy,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  llcKiuley,  Kacon,  Randolph,  Ridgely,  Rowan, 
fimith  of  South  Carolina,  Taiewell,  Tan  Boren, 
Wfahe,  WUIiams,  and  Woodbury— 32. 

Kats. — Meagra.  BarhHi,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bonligsy, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricka.  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentuclcy,  Johnston  of 
Loaisiana,  Knight,  Maries,  Hills,  Xnble,  Reed,  Bob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Sauford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of 
Uaryland,  Thomas,  and  Willey — 26. 

The  qaestioti  t}eing  pnt,  "Will  the  Senate  ad- 
Tise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Joel  B. 
Pumaett,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary,"  ^nj^  it 
was  decided  In  the  affirmatiTe,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
BonUgny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Harrison,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  Knight,  HcKinley, 
Marks,  Hills,  Xoble,  Reed,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Ud.,  Thomas, 
Willey— 30. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickeraon,  Findlay,  King,  Macon,  Randolph,  Ridge- 
ly.  Rowan,  Smith  of  8.  C,  Tazewell,  Van  Buren, 
White,  WillUma,Woodbury— 17. 

The  Senate  then  j^oceeded  to  the  Domination 
of  John  Boyl&  of  Kentnt^,  to  the  office  -  of 
Judge  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Distiiot  of 
Kentucky,  and  on  the  qoestion  of  advi^ng  and 
consenting  to  that  lUHninatioDf  it  was  dwaded 
in  the  afflrmative,  as  follows : 

Tku.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  BeD,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnson  of  Ky.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  King, 
Knight,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Reed,  Ridgely, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  ^bee.  Smith  of  Md., 
TazsiTGll,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  White,  Willey,  Wil^ 
lianw,  Woodbury— 37. 

Nats. — Mems.  Brandi,  Chandler,  Tlndlsy,  Macon, 
Randolph,  Rowan,  Smith  of  South  OaroUna— 7. 

On  motion,  the  injnnction  of  secrecy  was  then 
removed  from  the  above  proceedings. 


TcisDAT,  Febmary  18. 
Land  for  a  Comal  in  Indiana. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  Heitdbioks,  the  bin  to  sp- 
])ropriate  a  certun  quantity  of  land  for  the  open- 
ing of  a  oanal  to  onite  the  waters  of  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  and  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  HoLKBs  on  Friday,  were  taken  np. 

Kr.  Houcss  then  withdrew  that  amendment 
tad  oflbred  two  oUms,  making  the  grant  of 
luid  for  the  ewul  to  amoimt  to  the  ha£f  of  five 
■eetivas  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  eanal,  and 


 m 
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each  alternate  section  to  be  reserved  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  sold  by  the  Ckimmlsiicmtf 
of  the  Land  Office,  under  the  direodon  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  irtnch  were  pot 
and  carried. 

A  debate  of  considerable  lei^th  took  place 
npon  this  bill,  chiefly  upon  points  of  the  dis* 
ctkssion  of  Friday,  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  Habeisok,  and  Bbll,  took  part. 

Hr.  Ghakdleb  observed,  that  as  no  time  for 
the  completion  of  the  canal  had  been  fixed,  he 
wonld  snggest  whether  it  woold  not  be  pr^er 
that  some  sach  limitation  should  be  fixed. 

liCr.  Eaton  then  moved  aa  amendment  to  the 
bill,  by  which  the  State  of  Indiana  was  boond 
to  commence  and  oonmlete  the  eaoai  in  given 
periods.  This  propondon  nve  rise  to  mndi 
disonsrion  between  Messrs.  BsimtaoKS,  Eatov, 
Chandler,  Kidoklt,  Holhbs,  and  Noble,  when 
the  proposition  of  Mjt.  Eaton  having  been  mod- 
ified to  maker  it  inonmbent  on  the  State  of  In- 
diana to  commence  the  canal  in  five  years,  and 
complete  it  in  twenty  years,  and  binding  the 
State  to  pay  the  amoant  of  any  lands  that  shall 
have  been  sold,  should  the  canal  not  be  com- 
pleted— and  making  all  Utles  to  land  under  tike 
State  valid, 

The  motion  to  amend  was  taken  and  carried. 

The  qneetion  then  recurring  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  readingi  and  Mr.  CHAia>LSS 
having  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  oai^ 
ried  by  the  following  vote : 

Tus. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  Keotneky,  JohostOD  of 
Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks, 
Noble,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
SUsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  WUley— 28. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Braoch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Diokeison,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Jiaeon,  Ban* 
dolph,  Sanford,  Smith  of  SouUi  Carolina,  Taaewell, 
Woodbury— 14. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Eanx,  the  to  ^^npti- 
ote  a  quantity  of  land  in  aid  of  opening  a  ouul 
to  Quite  the  waters  of  the  rivwOunoiB  and  loin 
l&obigau,  was  token  up. 


Wbdnxsdat,  Febmary  14. 

The  bill  to  aathorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
locate  and  m^e  a  road  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hendbicks  explained  the  ol^ects  of  the 
bUI. 

Mr.  Chakdlbb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  sustained,  the  bill  was  wdered  to 
be  engrossed  by  the  foOowing  vote: 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bateman,  Bdl,  Benton,  Bonl^ny, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrisou,,HeQ- 
dricks.  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Ix>ui8iana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks, 
Xoble,  Rccd,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Thomaa/Wil* 
ley,  and  Williams — 80. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Hayne,  Macon,  Randolph,  Sanford, 
Sndth  of  South  Oanrilna,  Tosewell,  and  Woodbtuy 
—IS. 
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Ditty  on  Teat,  Jtc 

The  bill  to  rednce  the  duties  heretofore  levied 
on  certain  articles,  (comprising  teas,  ctifSoa^  and 
wines,)  was  read  a  third  time. 

Hr.  Setkoitb  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instnictions  to 
strike  oat  the  section  relating  to  wines  and 
oc^ee.  "Ux.  Skith  of  Hatjland  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  bul  was  re- 
committed, it  could  not  pass  this  seadon.  Mr. 
Cdakdub  soatained  the  motion.  Ur.  ITooi^- 
STTBT  moved  to  divide  the  motion,  and  take  the 
question  on  wines  first;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  strike  ont 
wines,  was  r^ected,  19  to  22. 

The  question  then  recnrred  on  recommitting, 
with  orders  to  strike  ont  coffee,  and  was  re- 
jected, 14  to  28. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  passing  the 
bill,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmatilTe,  1^  the 
following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Hessrg.  Benton,  Berrien,  Boullgny,  Brsnch, 
Cbambers,  Chandler,  Clsjton,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tuckv,  Kane,  King,  Macon,  Randolph,  Beed,  Rowan, 
8anford,ai8bee,8mitli  of  Harrland,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  Taiew^  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  Woodbury 
—28. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Chase,  Bickerson, 
Xlndlay,  Harrison,  Knight,  Harks,  Noblef  Bidgely, 
Bobbins,  Bng^es,  SeTmonr,  WUIey— 14. 


Trvbsdat,  :^ehnuu7  Iff. 

Mr.  Dionosoir,  bv  direoti<Hk  of  a  m^ority-  of 
the  Oonunittee  <m  Mannftetnres,  rqxHted  the 
bill  to  increase  the  dudes  on  certain  articles  of 
fanpmted  woollens,  without  amendment 

Qrodval  Impr<n»m«nt  <if  <As  iVocy . 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  la  Committee 
of  the  Wliola,  to  the  consideration  <^  Ihe  bill 
to  provide  for  the  gradn^  increase  of  the 

Navy. 

Mr.  HATira  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Kav^  Affairs)  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows : 

By  an  act  "for  the  gradnol  increase  of  tlie 
Navy,"  passed  on  the  Seth  April,  1816,  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  per  annum,  for  eight 
years,  was  appropriated  and  set  apart,  for  that 
purpose.  On  the  8d  March,  1821 — five  years 
afterwards — this  annual  appropriation  was  re- 
duced to  half  a  million,  for  six  years,  from  the 
year  1821 ;  so  that  this  act  will  expire  on  the 
8d  of  March  next  This  policy,  therefore,  of 
setting  apart  a  fhnd  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Navy,  has  now  been  establldied  In  the  United 
States  for  deven  /ears,  and  comes  recommended 
to  OS  by  an  experience  neither  very  short  in  its 
duration,  nor  at  all  dtmbtftil  in  its  results.  The 
wisdom  (tf  this  poli<;y  seems  now  to  be  firmly 
established  by  general  oonswt;  and  it  is  a 
remarkaUe  fut^  tha^  daring  a  period  <tf  eteren 


years,  not  a  single  proposiUon  has  been  made, 
In  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  in  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  to  depart  from  it 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  has,  indeed, 
varied ;  but  the  principle  has  been  held  sacred. 
I  do  not  feel,  therefor^  that  it  is  incumbMit  on 
me  to  do  more,  on  the  present  occaauD,  than 
merely  to  state  a  few  of  the  leading  ooondera- 
tions  which  induced  Congress,  in  1819,  to  esteb- 
lish  tliis  imlicy,  and  whi^  still  reeomnund  it  to 
oar  adoption  and  support  A  brief  ntrospeet 
of  the  events  which  preceded  and  accompanied 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britiun,  will,  perhaps, 
he  usefhl,  in  enabling  ns  to  form  a  just  estimate 
of  the  value  of  a  Navy  to  this  country,  and  of 
our  true  policy  on  that  interesting  subject  The 
people  of  the  United  States,  though  iuberitii^ 
from  their  British  ancestry  a  deraded  predileo- 
tion  for  the  sea,  and  though  tempted,  by  their 
pecnliar  situation,  to  seek  employment  on  the 
ocean,  were  yet  so  strongly  impr^eed  with  the 
omnip<^enoe  of  Great  Britain,  on  that  element, 
that  they  hardly  dared  to  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  these  scattered  RepabUca  wotdd  bs 
aue  to  maintain  a  Navy  that  oould  be  of  tin 
smalleet  seriioe  in  the  d^nce  of  tiidr  ooaste  and 
harbors,  much  leas  in  the  protection  of  their  com- 
merce on  the  common  highway  of  n^ooa.  It 
entered  not  into  the  wildest  speculations  of  the 
most  sanguine  among  ns,  that,  at  any  period  to 
which  we  could  reasonably  extend  onr  calcula- 
tions, the  United  States  would  be  able  to  build 
and  support  a  Navy,  capable  of  maintaining  its 
existence  in  the  presence  of  the  "Mistress of 
the  Sens."   So  strong  was  this  deloaon,  tbtt 
our  ablest  statesmen,  and  most  devoted  patriots, 
looked  to  a  defensive  system  as  the  only  one  to 
which  the  United  States  could,  in  any  vfvai, 
resortf  for  the  redress  of  her  wrongs,  or  the 
protecdon  of  the  persons  and  property  of  her 
dtizens.  Hmce  it  was,  that,  when  some  of 
your  seamen  were  impresseo,  yon  witiidrew 
the  rest  into  your  dties ;  when  your  riilps  were 
captured,  yon  retired  from  the  ocean;  sod 
when  redress  for  these  wrongs  was  perse rer- 
ingly  and  finally  refiised,  yon  abandoned  yonr 
commercial  pursnits,  shnt  yourselves  up  within 
yonr  own  Territory,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse 
with  those  who  had  committed  these  outrages. 
Mr.  President,  it  has  o^n  occurred  to  my 
mind,  that,  in  some  respects,  a  more  snblime 
moral  spectacle  has  seldom  been  exhibited  to 
die  world  than  that  presented  by  the  people  cf 
the  United  States,  during  that  j>eriod  of  nn- 
paralleled  endurance.   I  well  rem^ber  the 
period,  nr ;  it  made  an  impression  on  my  toiad 
and  my  feelings,  whioli  can  never  be  efflMsd 
to  the  uat  day  of  my  ezistrace— whm,  under 
the  operation  of  the  restrtetire  syatwi,  tbs 
whole  maritime  flrontier  was  hMmeticaHf 
sealed;  when  our  mariners,  driven  from  the 
ocean,  sought  reinge  in  oar  cities  almost  to 
starve;  when  oar  ships  lay  rotting  at  the 
wharves,  and  every  class  of  persons  connected 
with  trade  were  driven  ftcm  their  employ* 
ments{  when  the  prodnee  of  ^  flvmer  acj 
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rotting  ia  hia  bams;  and  yrhea  all,  viho 
depended   on   tbeir  daily  labor  for  sapport, 
wtiatever  might  be  the  uatnre  of  their  pursaits, 
were  left  almost  without  the  means  of  getting 
food  and  raiment     In  that  period,  sir,  of 
auparalleled  suffering,  amids  the  depriration 
of  all  our  acoustomed  oomforta,  the  people  of 
ererjr  part  of  the  United  States,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  were  fotind  aabmitting  quietlj, 
and  withoat  a  nrarmnr,  to  what  woold  have 
diiren  any  other  people  on  earth  to  despair 
and  madneaa.   And  why  did  th^  so  submit! 
Beeausa  they  had  the  most  pet&ct  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  their  rulers ; 
because  they  knew  that  the  honor  of  the 
nation  had  been  assailed ;  and  flrmlv  believed 
that,  incapable  of  contending  with  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  ocean,  we  could  not  redress  our 
wrongs  by  war.   Sir,  I  was  yonng  at  that 
time;  but  I  partook  of  the  universal  enthu* 
vasin  which  would  have  induced  the  people, 
among  whom  I  lived,  to  have  submitted  cheer- 
fiilly  to  any  extremity  of  BofTering,  rather  than 
cooaent  to  relax,  in  the  smallest  degree,  those 
restiicUve  measures  which  wo  then  helieved  to 
be  called  for  by  a  just  regard  to  the  national 
honor,  and  which  we  supposed  to  be  the  only 
means  of  coercing  our  enemies  to  do  us  jastice. 
I  admit,  sir — the  nation  now  admits — that  we 
we  were  under  a  delusion.   We  underrated  onr 
resources;  we  imdervalned  ourselves.  The 
capacity  of  this  country  for  war  was  not 
nnderstood.  We  hod  yet  to  learn,  that  a  people, 
capable  of  making  the  sacrifices  required  by 
the  restrictive  system,  conld  never  be  conquer- 
ed; tljat  a  patriotio  people  could  at  once  create 
armies ;  that  war  itself  would  raise  up  Wash- 
ingtons  and  Jacluons  to  lead  us  to  victory ;  and 
that  the  oaks  of  our  forests,  and  the  stnrdy 
Tirtnea  of  oar  gallant  tan^  were  capable  of 
making  the  ooean  itself  the  immediate  toene  of 
onr  parj.    The  war  at  leogtii  oame^  and, 
Botwtthatanding  the  numerous  errors  oommitted 
In  Its  oondnot — errors,  t&r,  in  a  great  measure 
inseparable  from  our  peculiar  situation — we 
came  out  of  it  with  the  redress  of  all  our 
vnHtts,  and  with  a  character  cheaply  porobased 
by  all  our  aafferin^  and  sacrifioes.  Whatever 
didbrencea  of  opimon  existed  at  the  time  war 
was  declared,  none  exists  now,  as  to  the  incal- 
culable benefits  which  that  war  has  conferred 
upon  this  country.   It  Is  looked  n|>on  as  the 
great  era  in  onr  history,  scarcely  inferior,  in 
importance,  to  the  establishment  of  independ- 
eaoe  itself;  and  the  men  who  declared  that 
vah,  as  well  as  those  who  conducted  it 
to  a  Boooeasftd  oondosion,  will  live  forever  in 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  But  it 
IS  not  my  prtasent  purpose  to  notice  the  events 
or  the  results  d  that  war,  except  so  &r  as  th^ 
nlate  to  the  part  which  uie  Kavy  contribated 
ii^  producing  tliem,  and  as  they  tend  to  illos* 
^nte  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  on 
that  subject. 

The  deelaration  of  war  fonnd  the  pnbUc 
aind  in  the  state  whiob  I  have  deaoribed, 


{Skxatu. 

in  relation  to  the  Navy.  We  possefsecl,  it 
is  true,  a  few  fVigates,  which  had  been  provided 
from  time  to  time,  diiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  from  uie  I^bary  Powers,  and  we  re- 
tained a  few  officers  who  had  acquired  reputa- 
tion in  the  Mediterranean,  in  their  contest  with 
the  Turks.  Bat  to  these  the  nation  hardly 
looked,  except  for  tSA  in  defence  of  our  harbors. 
Henoe  the  naval  means  of  Uieoonntry  were,  in 
the  first  instance,  chie^  directed  to  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  of  a  great  number  of 
gunboats,  and  our  most  gdlant  and  experi- 
enced officers  were  devoted  to  that  service. 
I  have  heard  it  stated,  sir,  as  a  fact,  (of  the 
tru^  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,)  that  when  the 
proposition  was  first  made  here,  that  the  few 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war  which  we  then  had, 
shonld  be  sent  out  to  meet,  in  single  combat, 
the  ships  of  Great  Britain,  the  proposal  was 
considered  rash  and  desperate.  Happily  for  ns^ 
these  rash  counsels  prevailed,  and,  from  the 
moment  that  Captain  Hull,  in  the  Oonstitution, 
met  and  captured  Uie  Gnerriere,  up  to  the  final 
tenninatiott  of  the  war,  the  whole  career 
the  Navy  was  one  of  daring  enterprise,  heroic 
achievement,  and  splendid  victory.  Wherever 
it  moved,  whether  upon  the  ocean,  or  on  our 
inland  seas,  Its  path  was  a  flood  of  glory.  Sir, 
I  cannot  stop  to  dwell  upon  these  achievements 
in  detail,  which  filled  every  American  bosom 
with  enthusiasm,  and  during  every  period  of 
the  war,  animated  our  hopes  in  prosperity,  and 
cheered  ns  in  onr  reverses.  It  is  suffiraent  fur 
my  purpose  to  say,  that  the  Navy  literally 
fought  Itself  into  &vor — it  became  its  own 
architect  Experience  had  now  demonstrated 
that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States 
to  become  a  great  Naval  power;  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  in  patting  forth  the  resonroes  of , 
the  nation,  for  the  estiiiblishmant  of  a  Navy^ 
commenanrate  with  onr  wants;  eapabki  of 
protecting  our  commerce  in  peace,  and  d«tod- 
ing  their  oonntiy  in  war,  not  only  by  maintiUn- 
ing  the  command  of  our  own  waters,  but  by 
carrying  on  an  offensive  operation  on  the  ocean 
itsdf;  and  thereby  causing  onr  enemies  to 
partaice  of  the  evils  of  war.  Sir,  it  was 
demonstrated  by  our  statesmen  in  botli  Houses 
of  Congress,  by  the  clearest  aigaments,  and  the 
plainest  calculations,  that  a  Navy  was  not 
only  the  safest,  but  the  cheapest  defenoe  of  this 
nation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  iix>m  Maryland 
(Mr.  Smith)  ha^  on  more  than  one  ooradon, 
contribated  much  to  establish  that  position— 
and  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  thatSoaih 
Carolina  recollects  the  omvinchig  statements 
and  conc^a^ve  argumenta  by  which  one  of  hor 
fiiTorite  sons  (Mr.  Gheves)  so  Justly  acquired  the 
name  of  "one  of  the  fathers  of  tlie  Navy." 
The  peace  of  1816  found  the  whole  nation 
in  favor  of  a  Navy.  The  act  of  April,  1816^ 
was  the  first  frnit  of  that  feeling  and  was  the 
fonndation  of  tlie  naval  poli(»-  cf  Uiis  conntrv. 
It  appropriated  aat  miUwn  of  dollan  for  ei^t 
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yean,  for  the  increaae  of  the  Narj,  and  pro- 
Tided  for  the  bnilding  a  number  ix  whip*  of 
the  line,  and  other  veasela,  whiob,  with  thMe 
before  aod  diwe  authorized  bj  law,  will  give  to 
the  United  Statei  a  Kavy,  oonsiatijig  of  18  ships 
of  the  line,  20  frigates,  10  sloops  of  war,  4 
sdwooera,  and  8  steam  batteries. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Dry- 
Docks,  which  form  the  next  object  of  ttiis  bill 
And  here  I  must  begin  by  saying,  that  it  is  not 
a  litde  Borprising,  that  a  country,  possessing  a 
navy  of  twelve  ships  of  the  Un&  and  twenty 
frifi^ites,  shoold  be  without  one  of  these  neoes- 
lary  iq)pendageB  of  all  navies :  and  that,  with 
the  experience  of  the  rest  of  uie  world  before 
oor  eyes,  we  should  have  gone  on,  for  so  many 
jears,  inonrring  the  delay,  risk,  and  expense, 
of  heavily  down  onr  ships,  when  we  ponessed 
so  many  admirable  positions  for  docks,  and 
when  ihe  saving,  in  a  ainde  year,  woold  have 
almost  ]»dd  the  expense  m  ooostmctiDS  them. 
It  is  estimated  toat  the  exiwuse  ct  beaving 
down  a  74-gim  ship,  coming  into  port  from  a 
oroise,  and  putting  ev«i  small  repairs  nvott 
her,  would  not  fBll  for  ahwt  of  $20,000.  She 
Tonld  have  to  be  unloaded,  her  gnns  taken  out, 
her  spars  and  sidls  removed,  a  large  number 
of  men  must  be  employed  in  tiie  op^tion, 
and,  when  the  work  was  done,  she  most  be 
reloaded  and  equipped.  Great  delay  would 
also  necessarily  take  place  from  such  an  opera- 
tion. For  ordinary  repurs,  such  a  ship  would 
be  detained  a  month ;  and,  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  it  would  not  be  oonsidored  safe  to 
sabjeot  a  vessel  to  the  dangerous  operation  of 
heaving  ont.  At  all  times,  and  onaer  aU  cir- 
ODmstfttices,  the  vessel  is  greatly  atnUned.  Nor 
is  this  all;  in  the  present  cmidition  of  Toar 
Navy  Tarda,  yonr  vessels  of  war  mnat  be  bove 
out,  not  only  for  repairs,  bat  even  for  examina- 
tion. It  is  not  deemed  safe  to  send  vessels  to 
■ea  that  have  been  lying  some  time  in  port, 
nor  'after  long  cmises,  without  examination ; 
and  to  do  this,  all  the  delay,  expense,  and  risk, 
of  heaving  out,  must  be  encountered.  In  time 
of  war,  this  woold  greatly  impur  the  efBciency 
of  the  Navy.  Time,  in  ul  military  operations, 
is  of  great  importance  to  saccesa ;  and  prompt- 
ness m  preparation,  and  celerity  in  movement, 
have  often  gained  battles,  that  must  otherwise 
have  been  lost  Now,  with  suitable  dry  docks, 
ships  can  be  examined  and  discharged  im- 
mediate, and  repairs,  when  necessary,  effected 
with  the  least  iwsrible  delay  and  expense.  I 
have  the  highest  authority  for  stating  the  fact, 
that,  not  long  since,  a  British  ftigate,  with  her 
provisions  and  entire  armament  on  board,  was 
nn  into  a  dry  dock  for  examination,  and  sailed 
on  her  destination  during  the  same  tide — thus 
saving  all  the  expense,  delay,  and  risk,  of  an 
examination,  according  to  onr  clumsy  method 
of  heaving  out.  The  advantages  derived  from 
dry  docks  are  so  fully  nnderstood  in  Europe, 
that  there  is  no  naval  power  without  a  number 
of  tiiem.  In  England,  there  are  now  sixteen, 
and  three  nuvebuUding;  and  in  I^anoe,  there 


are  tw^ve,  all  of  the  most  dorable  materiahi 
On  the  Bul^ecA  of  diy  dock^  we  are  in  pDssas 
Aoa  of  the  most  ndnnte  and  satia&ctorr  iniai^ 
mation.  It  is  known  to  the  country,  that  ods 
of  oor  most  intdligent  naval  offioera  (now  a 
member  <tf  the  Navy  Board)  was  not  kmg  since 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtun  infonnatioa  on  ttda 
and  other  subjects  connected  with  the  naval 
establishments  d  that  continent.  Through 
him,  the  country  has  been  put  in  possession  of 
a  mass  of  valnable  information,  and  especiaDy 
on  the  subject  of  dry  docks.  In  addition  to 
this,  an  intelUgent  and  experienced  civil  engi- 
neer (who  had  resided  many  years  in  Engbuid) 
boa,  under  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department 
lately  made  minute  surveys  and  calculations  on 
this  subject,  which  I  have  now  before  m& 
From  these  statements  it  appears — 

That  the  fidlowing  will  be  the  whole  «z- 
pense  of  constructing  dry  docks,  on  the  most 
^^noved  plan,  at  ua  fiulowing  Nayj*  Tant% 

At  POTtsmonth,  N.  H.  |840.m  11 

At  Chariestown,  Mass.  8M,8M  04 

At  Brooklyn,  N.V.  880,11«  88 

At  Gosport,  Va.  898,800  00 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  thate 
ought  to  be  a  dry  dock  at  each  of  these  i^aoes; 
bu^  for  the  sake  of  deriving  the  advantages  of 
experience  on  this  sabjeot,  they  have  determin- 
ed to  reccnnmend  the  construction  of  only  two 
at  tills  time,  one  to  the  south  and  the  other  to 
the  north  of  the  Potomao  River.  Holding 
myself  in  readiness  to  make  any  ftartber  «x- 
planations  that  may  be  required  on  thw  point, 
I  shall  now  pass  to  the  next  oUeot  proposed  ia 
the  bill,  the  o<mstmction  <^  a  Jfarine  Bailw^ 
at  Pensaeola,  on  the  Gulf  of  Uezioo.  Fro™ 
tiie  best  informaticMi  the  oommittee  have  bee* 
i^le  to  obtain,  tfa^  are  wdl  satisfied  that  rail- 
ways are  nraoh  cheqwr  than  docks,  and  tlHt 
tiiey  may  be  advantageously  used  for  the  rmir 
of  sloops  of  war  and  other  smaller  vessds ;  oat 
that  there  would  be  great  risk  in  tuiog  then 
for  the  repairs  of  frigates  and  ships  of  the  bne. 
This  is  the  received  opinion  in  Europe,  and  oor 
most  experienced  officers  concur  in  its  oorrect- 
ness.  In  no  point  of  view,  however,  can  rail- 
ways supersede  dry  docks.  It  is  now  proposed 
to  erect  a  railway  at  a  point  where  it  will  oep- 
ttunly  be  extremely  us^tal,  and  where  we  wiU 
be  able  to  learn  team  exporieace  its  pnotksl 
value. 

With  respect  to  the  contemplsted  impvovft' 
ments  in  onr  Navy-  Tarda,  which  it  will  be  seoi 
forms  one  of  the  ol^ects  of  this  Inll,  I  shell  now 
moke  but  a  single  remark.  These  yorda  have 
hitherto  been  miproved  from  time  to  time^ 
withont  any  regular  plan.  It  is  extremely  de- 
sirable, thwefore,  that  system  shonld  be  intro- 
duced mto  establishments  which  are  daily  ex- 
panding, and  which  must  necessarily  be  con- 
siderably enlarged  hereafter.  The  adoption  of 
the  plan  here  recommended,  will  introdnoa 
economy,  and  greatly  promote  the  effidenoy  of 
these  estnbUsfamenta. 


GradtuU  Impnptmmt  tff  tW  Jftng. 
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I  come  now,  Kr.  IVesident,  to  the  great,  the 
interesting  qaestion,  of  the  Naval  Aoademj. 
It  eannot  be  neoessarj,  at  this  day  of  intdlec- 
thai  light,  to  enlarge  on  the  great  advantages  of 
education ;  it  must  at  least  be  saperflnons  for 
me  to  a&j  to  the  gentlemen  who  compose  ihe 
fieoate,  that  mental  ooltnre  most  enlarge  and  im- 
prove the  InteUectoal  (acuities,  elerate  the  sen- 
timents, eetabUsh  the  pi^oiples,  and  strength- 
en, ennoble,  end  adwu,  the  character  of  man. 
Bnt,  however  nniverscdly  aoknowtedged  these 
truths  may  he,  there  still  remains  a  doubt  on 
the  minda  of  some,  whether  they  are  strictly 
anplicable  to  naral  men.   The  time  wa&  when 
me  hardy  virtnea  and  noble  traits  which  form 
the  character  of  the  sailors  were  sopposed  to 
belong  to  a  hdng  altogether  different  from  the 
rest  of  mankind.   In  former  times,  it  was  be- 
Ueved  to  be  necessary,  to  complete  the  charac- 
ter of  a  naval  officer,  that  he  should  be  a  pro- 
flme  swearer  and  a  hard  drinker ;  that  he  should 
be  prond  of  his  ignorance,  despise  books,  and 
be  distingaished  by  habits,  manners,  and  lan- 
gpage,  difibrent  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Bnt  these,  rir,  are  tiie  exploded  errors  cf  the 
last  eentniT.    Ko  one,  now,  supposes  that 
these  peonluuities  ever  constitnted  any  portion 
of  ^e  merit  of  an  accomplished  seaman. 
Amidst  the  universal  spread  of  light  and 
knowledge,  which  has  formed  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  it  has  been  discovered, 
snd  generally  admitted,  that  military  and  naval 
men  form  no  exception  to  the  universal  rule, 
thftt,  in  every  department  of  human  affairs,  the 
saooess  of  individuals,  as  well  as  of  nations,  will 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  their  intellectual  and 
moral  strength.  No  one  now  doubts  that,  every 
tiling  else  being  equal,  the  scientific  officer  will 
bear  away  thejmlra  from  a  less  accomplished 
eompetitor.  There  la  no  class  <^  men  among 
whom  the  march  of  improvement  has  been 
Biore  steady  and  iminterrupted  than  among 
navd  men.  In  onr  own  conntry,  and  especial- 
ly  daring  the  last  war,  this  tmth  has  been 
most  eonspicnoasly  developed.   The  naval  offi- 
cers who,  daring  that  conflict,  immortalized 
their  names,  and  covered  their  country  with 
gjory,  were  men  of  cultivated  minds,  elegant 
nsnners,  and  the  noblest  sentiments  of  honor 
^-men  who  graced  the  drawing  room  as  well 
M  the  quarter  deck,  and  were  fitted  to  shine  in 
iay  ^tnation  in  which  they  could  be  placed. 
In  their  characters  were  combined  extensive 
B^ntific  attunments,  and  perfect  nantieal  Ail], 
viUi  the  sentiments  and  ftelings  wUoh  gave 

Sind  dignity  to  ancient  chivalry.  Sir,  if 
had  bem  an  officer  of  the  old  school,  he 
have  gone  down  at  the  battle  vt  Lake 
^{fl,  with  his  colors  nailed  to  the  mast,  and 
his  country  would  have  lost  one  of  the  proud- 
Mt  trophies  of  the  war.  Bat,  Ur.  President, 
^  effiMt  ol  ooltivating  the  minds,  improving 
tte  mannera,  and  elevating  the  character  of 
W officers  is  not  confined  to  themselves;  it 
produces  a  decided  moral  effect  on  the  men 
nDuiittod  to  th^  oharge;  it  eleratM  tihe 
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character  of  our  teamen,  If^  sir,  we  could 
discover  all  the  causes  which  prodnced  our 
naval  victories  in  the  late  war,  J  doubt  not  it 
would  be  found,  that  tiie  hirii  moral  characta* 
of  onr  seamen  contjnbuted  as  much  as  any 
other ;  and  for  this  they  were  indebted  to  the 
excellent  example  of  their  leaders.  Where,  in 
the  naval  history  of  the  world,  was  such  a 
spectacle  presented,  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
crew  commanded  by  the  all-aoo(Hnidished  De- 
catur (the  w0i  over  whose  nntimdy  fide  the 
whole  natitm  mourned)  when  retnming  from 
a  lonff  cruise,  covered  with  laurels,  they  were 
invited  by  the  grateful  citizens  of  New  York 
to  a  public  festival.  Upwards  of  five  bnndred 
men,  abandoned  by  their  officers,  were  seen 
traversing  the  streets  of  a  crowded  city  in  the 
night,  partaking  of  the  amusements  of  the 
theatre,  and  returning  quietly  to  their  ship  at 
midnight,  not  one  untold.  Look,  too,  at  the 
conduct  of  the  crew  of  the  Adams,  when  com- 
manded by  the  excellent  and  gallant  Morris. 
"When  that  vessel  was  driven  on  shore  by  a 
superior  enemy  at  the  Penobscot,  the  crew^ 
consisting  of  several  hundred  men,  were  dis- 
persed, adrcer  receiving  orders  from  thdr  com- 
mander to  rendezvous  at  Portsmontii,  at  a  time 
i^pointed.  They  wandered  through  the  coun- 
try (on  a  journey  which  oooapied  five  di^s) 
fuid  at  the  time  and  place  ^>pointed  every  man 
was  at  his  poet.  It  w  unnecessary  to  multiply 
examples  of  the  high  character  of  our  navu 
'officers  who  most  eminently  distingnished  them- 
selves daring  the  war,  or  to  tr«;e  the  influence 
of  their  example  in  elevating  the  character  of 
oar  seamen.  But,  sir,  I  mast  notice  the  fact, 
that  these  officers  were,  almost  without  excep- 
tioUf  men  of  well-informed  minds,  consum- 
mate professional  skill  cultivated  manners,  and 
elevated  sentiments.  It  is  true,  that  they  were 
in  general  sdf-edncated  men,  who  had  not  the 
advantages  of  early  instroetion  at  a  naval 
schooL  There  is  no  mistake,  however,  greater 
or  more  common,  than  that  which  condemns 
education  as  useless,  becaase  eminent  men  have 
educated  themselves.  When  we  show  you  the 
triumphs  of  learning,  and  point  out  the  ad- 
vantages actnally  derived  from  science  and  in- 
formation, by  distinguished  individuals,  is  it 
any  answer  to  say  that  these  men  educated 
themselves?  Bir^  unquestionably  the  best  of 
all  kinds  of  education  is  that  which  a  highly 
gifted  man  secures  to  himself  trom  the  deep 
conviction  of  its  immense  importance.  Bo^ 
when  we  see  the  rich  frnita  <h  thu  education, 
as  exhibited  in  the  Uvea  and  eharacters  of  anoh 
men,  is  it  not  prqwstwons  to  say,  that  ednoa- 
ti<m  is  of  no  value  ?  The  correct  inference  is 
directiy  the  contrary,  and  the  only  question 
which  remains,  is  as  to  the  best  means  of  ex- 
tending its  blessings  to  others.  The  moss  of 
men  never  will,  never  can  become  self-edu- 
cated. In  all  the  professions  and  pnrsuits  of 
life,  early.  Judicious,  and  persevenng  efforts 
must  be  used,  to  form  the  minds,  principles, 
«pd  mocal  babita  of  yonth^  or  they  will  run  to 
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vasto,  and  produce  no  froit.  It  is  for  men 
fomiM  "  in  the  prodigality  of  nature,"  to  be 
self-instmcted.  All  others  must  reoeive  the 
aidi  1^  early  and  onutant  lewons.  Sir,  the 
object  of  the  naval  academy  is  to  give  to  all 
the  Toan;  men  in  our  Navy,  the  means  d  be- 
oonung  Decatnra  and  Perrya ;  to  take  them  at 
IS  or  14  (at  their  first  entrance  into  tlie  ser- 
vice)  and  patting  them  under  able  instmctora, 
to  cultivate  their  minds,  not  only.in  the  sciences 
hnmediately  connected  with  their  future  pur- 
suits, but  to  a  oertun  extent,  to  make  them  ao- 

auainted  with  general  literature;  to  imbue 
[leir  minds  with  a  love  of  knowledge,  to  give 
them  a  taste  for  booka,  to  enooarage  good 
habits  and  principles,  to  hold  out  proper  exam- 
ples for  their  imitation,  and  to  convince  them 
that  their  Aitore  standing  in  the  service  will 
be  exactly  proporUoned  to  their  professional 
noquirementa,  ud  inteUeetual  and  moral  char- 
acter. By  BQoh  a  plan,  bow  many  gallant  and 
promising  young  men  will  be  saved  to  their 
xiiouds  and  their  country  1  how  much  vice  and 
ignorance  will  be  banished  from  Uie  Navy! 
Our  plan,  Mr.  President,  ia  extremely  simple. 
None  are  to  be  educated  but  midshipmen  or 
other  officers  of  the  Navy.  These  will  receive 
their  first  lessons  at  the  school,  where  they 
will  remain  atwut  two  years,  partly  on  shore, 
and  partly  on  board  of  a  vessel  to  bo  attached 
to  the  school,  and  to  be  employed  ui  short 
cmises  alou^  the  coast.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  they  will  be  sent  to  sea  on  long  voyages,* 
and  will  continue  in  actual  service  for  five  or 
dx  years  longer  before  they  will  be  examined 
for  promotion.  During  this  time,  th^  will  be 
required  to  return  to  uie  academy,  and  prose- 
cute their  studies  in  naval  architecture,  and 
the  higher  branches  of  education,  whenever 
they  shall  not  be  actnaUy  employed  at  sea,  in- 
■tead  of  wandering  about,  as  they  now  too  often 
do,  in  our  cities,  expwed  to  a  thousand  tempta- 
tions, so  difficult  for  the  young  to  resist.  By 
ft  rigid  adherence  to  this  plan,  and  raising  the 
standard  of  attainments  necessary  for  promo- 
tion, it  is  believed  that  the  whole  number  of 
your  midshipmen  may  become  not  only  good 
practical  seamen,  but  scientific  officers  and  ac- 
complished gentl^en;  and  this,  with  hardly 
any  increased  expense  but  the  annual  salaries 
of  the  professora.  The  pay  of  the  midshipmen, 
md  the  coat  of  miunt^ing  the  Teasel,  are  ex- 
penses to  which  we  are  already  snijected.  Sir, 
both  in  France  and  England,  there  are  naval 
schools.  The  navies  of  those  countries  are 
steadily  improving,  ond  we  must  at  least  ad- 
vance step  by  step  with  them.  There  is  one 
other  consideration,  Mr.  President,  which  pre- 
sents the  necessity  of  a  naval  academy  in  this 
country  in  snoh  a  point  of  view,  that  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  how  it  can  be  resisted.  No 
nation  can  keep  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
peace,  one-fonrth  of  the  vessels  necessary  to 
be  employed  in  war.  In  time  of  peace,  there- 
fore, by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  Navy  must 
be  laid  np  in  ordinary.  Bnt  it  is  not  only 
•  ••<. . 


necessary  to  have  the  ships,  but,  what  is  of 
equal  importance,  you  must  have  akilfbl  and 
expertoimd  ofiicera  to  oonmand  them.  Now, 
how  is  this  to  be  aootMnptishedf  The  whd* 
nnmber  (rif  officera  now  in  the  Navy  wonld  mt 
be  auffident  to  command  on«-haIf  m  the  Teseds 
we  now  pooseaai  Of  this  &ot  wa  have  offidal 
information  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  made  to  Oongrees  two  years  ago, 
showing  the  number  d  officers  neoeaaary  for 
the  command  of  our  vessels  on  a  war  estabfidi- 
ment  In  Europe,  provinoa  ia  made  for  the 
requirite  number  of  officers  in  war  by  employ- 
ing a  much  larger  number  in  peace  than  would 
be  consistent  with  the  settled  policy  and  eco- 
nomical habits  of  tiie  United  StatesL  Wh^ 
then,  are  we  to  do  t  Without  experienced  and 
skilful  naval  officers,  ships  are  ueeleas,  and  we 
cannot  afford  to  employ  in  peace  man  than 
half  the  number  that  win  be  neceaaary  in  war. 
I  in^t,  sir,  that  a  naval  academy  will  afford 
us  the  means  of  surmounting  this  difficulty  in 
an  easy,  safe,  and  economical  way.  If  nearly 
the  whole  number  of  your  midshipmen  were 
thoroughly  educated  men,  and  fit  to  be  lienten- 
ants,  (which  is  notoriously  not  tlte  case  at 
present,)  you  could,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  fiQ 
up  the  post  captains  from  your  master  com- 
mandants, complete  the  list  of  masters  from 
your  lieutenants,  and  make  as  many  of  your 
midshipmen  lieutenants  as  the  service  might 
require.  You  could  then  have  remaining  per- 
haps about  one-balf  of  the  requi«te  numMr  of 
well-instructed  mid^pmen,  and  no  doubt  can 
exist,  that,  with  this  number,  the  deficiency 
might  he  safely  supplied  from  the  proanini^ 
young  men  of  the  country.  Hie  present  or^ 
ganization  of  the  officers  would  admit  ot  no 
such  arrangement  The  numtier  of  well-in- 
structed men,  among  either  the  lieutenants  or 
the  midshipmen,  are  not,  and  never  can  be^ 
sufficient  to  afford  the  meuia  <^  filling  np  the 
higher  grades.  I  have  made  a  calculation  ob 
the  subjectj  from  which  it  ^)pear8  that  a  mod- 
erate addition  to  the  preeent  number  of  mid- 
shipmen, with  the  aid  of  a  naval  school,  would 
enable  us  to  maintain  in  peace,  and  at  a  veiy 
reasonable  expense,  a  numi>er  ot  officers  suffi- 
cient to  command  all  our  vessels  in  time  ai 
war ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  how  this  can  bs 
acc«npliaihed  in  any  other  war- 

I  have  now  gone  throng  wW  I  Intended  to 
si^  on  this  subiect.  In  pn^Ktmng  the  ai^iro* 
priation  of  half  a  million  of  dollan  a  year  fee 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  the  emu- 
mittee  deemed  it  fidr  and  proper  to  introduce 
into  the  bill  all  the  objects  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  apply  that  fund.  The  Senate  thus 
nave  a  connected  view  of  all  that  it  is  designed 
to  do  for  the  improvement  of  the  Navy,  ana  by 
taking  their  opinion  on  each  proposition  sepa- 
rately, we  know  that  nothing  can  be  retained 
in  the  bill  which  has  not  a  minority  in  its 
favor.  If  this  bill  shall  pass,  very  little  will 
remain  to  be  done,  for  several  years  to  eama, 
for  the  advanoement  of  the  Navy.  It  will  be 
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neeeaaary,  indeed,  to  save  a  beUer  oi^anization 
to  the  peace  eetabli^ment,  and  to  revise  the 
Bulea  and  Begolations  for  the  QoTemment  of 
the  NaTj,  both  of  which  objects  will  engage 
Uie  early  and  earnest  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, at  the  next  session.  Nothing  farther  will 
then  Temain  to  be  d(me,  but  to  keep  the  sys- 
tem  in  Tigorons  and  harmonious  operation,  ia 
order  to  fulfil  the  proudeat  hopes  of  the  nahon 
in  relatioa  to  the  Navy.  If^  rir,  I  ^all  have 
the  good  fortone  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
elevate  the  naval  character  of  the  country,  and 
to  add  vigor  to  this  *'  right  arm  of  our  national 
defence,"  I  shall  consider  it  aa  one  of  the  hap- 
piest incidents  of  my  life. 

Ur.  RoBBiKB  then  rose.    He  sidd,  to  the 
very  able  and  impress  ve  exposition  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  of  its  details,  I  beg  to 
add  a  few  words  only  on  the  subject  of  the 
naval  academy.   I  propose  to  speak  merely  to 
this  abstract  qoestion :  Is  it  expedient  for  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  naval  academy  t 
I  shall  forbear  to  touch  noon  those  principles 
Qpon  which  the  plan  shonla  be  formed  and  ad- 
justed, in  order  to  ensure  its  antidpated  results. 
These  principles  would  open  an  interesting  field 
of  inquiry ;  out  a  field  too  wide  to  be  attempt- 
ed on  the  present  occasion :  for,  among  other 
thin{^  it  would  lead  to  the  examination  of 
entain  opinions,  which  appear  to  me,  however 
eoDseorated  by  great  names,  or  by  long  and 
altaost  univenal  adoption  in  practice,  to  be 
UToneoos,  (pinions  which  have  an  extensive 
bnt  most  pemioiona  influence  upon  the  whole 
basiaess  of  education ;  opinions  which  abridge 
its  improvement,  in  all  instances,  and,  in  many, 
oGoaaion  its  total  failure.    But^  then,  to  do 
this,  we  mnst  go  l>ack  to  principles,  must  go 
into  explanationa^  must  rive  illnstnitions.  Now, 
ncndier  is  tiie  time  fittmg  for  this  «q>08ition, 
nor  would  it  be  Beasonable  till  first  we  are 
agraed  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  thing  itself. 
It  i^pears  to  me,  if  a  navy  is  to  be  a  part  of 
ov  sjrstera  of  common  defence,  for  our  com- 
mon seonrity,  that  we  mnst  have  a  naval 
Academy;  that  is,  if  we  intend  to  adapt  our 
DMaofl  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view.   Genius  is 
^  gift  of  nature ;  but  art  is  the  gift  of  eduoa- 
tioD.  Tills  is  true  of  all  the  arts,  not  excepting 
tlw  slightest :  it  is  eminently  true  of  the  great 
vt  of  war ;  and  no  less  of  its  naval  than  of  its 
solitary  branch.   No  man  was  ever  bom  an 
"tirt  in  any  art,  not  even  in  that  of  poetry, 
uoQflh  it  is  atud,  poeta  nateitvr,  non  fit.  But 
wis  is  a  saying  of  poetic  vanity  or  poetic 
uwse.  The  genius  is  bom,  but  the  poet  is 
nude,  and  made  by  education,  as  every  artist 
wnst  be.   It  may  happen  that  this  education 
^  be  wholly  given  to  the  individual  by  the 
indiTtdoal  himself;  he  then  is  supposed  to 
nave  had  no  edncatiou ;  whereas,  in  truth,  he 
^  then  had  the  best;  and  that  which  never 
laHs,  anless  nature  has  failed  to  give  him  an 
J^ode  fw  h»  pursuit.  Some  individuals  of 
ttweUaR  Inwaatheself-edncatedclaBs)  have 


astonished  the  world  by  their  power,  and  have 
astonished  it  the  more,  as  nothing  in  them  is 
attributed  to  education,  but  every  thing  to  the 
force  of  nature ;  whereas,  in  truth,  these  are 
the  very  individuals  who,  of  all  others,  were 
the  most  indebted  to  education :  for  learning, 
that  is,  to  know  what  others  have  known,  is 
not  education,  as  it  is  conmionly  supposed  to 
be.  Education  is  that  system  <tf  exercise  which 
develops  and  perfects  the  fiuralties  vS.  the  in- 
dividual; uid  which  system  is  dictated  and 
formed,  as  to  the  ^von  art,  by  the  principles 
of  that  art.  Here  is  found  the  trae  seo^  of 
those  results  which  astonish  us  so  much  in  the 
education  of  the  ancients :  its  infallibility,  in 
every  instance  in  which  nature  had  given  the 
faculty  to  be  improved;  the  rapidity  of  its 
operation  in  developing  the  facnlty  and  giving 
to  it  its  ultimate  perfection ;  and  the  sublime 
heights  to  which  that  perfection  ascended: 
results  so  astonishing,  that  they  would  be  in- 
credible to  us,  if  #0  bad  them  only  in  history 
or  tradition,  and  had  not  the  monuments  re- 
muning  to  attest  their  existence.  If  a  ooontry 
is  to  have  a  parttontar  kind  of  t^nt  for  its 
sernce,  it  must  be  indebted  for  it  to  the  ap^ 
propriate  education ;  and  tiie  only  question  is, 
whether  it  will  depend  for  this  education  upon 
accident  or  upon  system ;  upon  such  education 
as  it  may  happen  tiiat  individuals  may  happen 
to  give  themselves,  or  upon  such  as  the  coun- 
try may  provide,  and  oy  wliich  it  may  be 
oertun  that  the  kind  of  talent  wanted  will  bo 
produced,  and  will  be  forthcoming  when 
wanted,  and  aa  wanted?  No  one,  I  tliink, 
will  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  latter  of  the  two, 
system  rather  than  accident,  will  be  the  pre- 
ferable resoarce.  All  our  prosperity,  all  our 
prospects  of  its  continuance  and  increase,  de- 
pend on  our  seonri^:  that  depends  on  our 
means  of  common  oefoneo,  and  the  eflbaencr 
of  those  means.  Now,  the  Navy  is  the  princi- 
pal mean  of  those  means;  ft  is  the  right  arm 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  strength  of  that  arm 
depends  upon  that  skill  which  education  alone 
can  give.  The  revenues  of  the  country  depend 
on  its  commerce ;  that  depends  on  its  protec- 
tion ;  and  that,  agun,  on  the  Navy  ;  the  Navy 
on  its  tactics ;  and  these  on  education. 

In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  looking  at 
our  security ;  looking  at  all  our  interests  de- 
pending on  that  security ;  we  see  that  this  edu- 
cation is  indispeiif^ble.  Bnt  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  Navy  itself  is  a  naval  school.  It  is  bo  • 
it  is  valuable  and  indispeasable  as  a  school ; 
bnt  we  want  this  academy  as  snbn^ary  to  this 
school ;  as  the  means  of  giving  to  that  schocd 
the  most  perfect  etnoiency.  A  blind  mechani- 
cal practice,  no  doubt,  will  improve  the  faculty, 
and  make  a  tolerable  artist ;  but  it  ia  only  that 
enlightened  exercise,  which  is  directed  and 
r^^ated  by  principle,  that  makes  the  consum- 
mate artist  in  any  art.  It  is  the  combination 
of  science  and  discipline  that  is  wanted;  and 
this  iiiuy  be,  and  will  t)e,  effected,  by  means  of  # 
the  academy,  and  is  not  to  be  eqwoted  without 
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one ;  at  loast,  not  with  the  same  oertunty,  nor 
to  the  same  extent.  The  annj,  too,  is  a  mili- 
tary school ;  still  we  have  one  military  acad- 
emy, and  Bome  are  contemplating  the  establish- 
ment of  another.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  bat 
this  lnstituti<m  is  providing  the  fsonntry  with 
military  talent  far  beymul  what  the  discipline 
of  the  army  altme  would  provide  it  ?  I  should 
suppose  there  conld  be  but  one  answer  to  that 
question.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain,  too,  is  a 
naval  school — a  meet  ezceUeot  school ;  still 
Great  Britain  has  a  naval  academy.  The  navy 
of  France,  too,  is  a  naval  school,  not  so  good, 
perliaps,  as  the  British  or  the  American,  but 
still  a  school ;  yet  France  has  a  naval  academy. 
These  older  and  more  experienced  countries 
have  found  it  of  great  use,  as  no  doubt  we 
should,  to  connect  the  preparatory  institution 
of  an  academy  with  the  sabseqoent  and  per- 
fecting discipline  of  the  Kavy.  The  expense  of 
the  iiutitntioa  will  be  aometblng,  tt  is  true ; 
but  nothing  to  be  felt  as  ^  burthen  on  the 
finances  of  the  country ;  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  of  the  results  to  be  an- 
ticipated from  the  institution.  Still,  I  am 
aware  that  tlie  expediency  must  depend,  more 
or  less,  upon  the  plan  itself  of  the  mstitntion. 
That  a  plan  may  be  devised  that  will  make  it 
expedient  for  the  country,  I  have  no  doubt : 
that  a  plan  may  be  devised  that  will  make  it 
the  most  useful  of  all  our  institutions,  I  have 
no  doubt — not  only  ns  to  its  direct  eSect  on 
the  Navy  itself,  but  by  its  collateral  effect  in 
practically  illustrating  the  infinite  efifect  of 
education,  when  conducted  on  its  proper  prin- 
dides. 

I  take  leave,  in  oouclnsion,  to  suggest  one 
other  condderiraon,  which,  however  visionary 
it  may  appear  to  others,  has  weight  with  me, 
and  constitutes  one  source  of  my  anxiety  for 
this  establishment.  The  day,  I  think,  is  coming 
— I  hope  it  la  a  distant  day — when  the  United 
States  will  be  obliged  to  dispute  for  the  su- 
premacy of  the  ocean.  It  is  evident  that  the 
statesmen  of  Great  firitun  are  looking  forward, 
and  not  without  anxiety,  to  the  possibility, 
nay,  to  the  probability  of  such  a  contest,  and 
with  us.  Desperate,  desperate  indeed,  will  be 
the  battles  in  which  that  question  will  be  de- 
cided. Not  like  the  batUe  of  the  Nile,  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  where  the  emnbatants  were 
unequal ;  they  wiU  be  battles  In  which  Greek 
will  meet  Greek ;  battles,  in  which  the  whole 
resources  oi  valor  and  of  discipline,  of  genius 
and  of  science,  will,  on  both  sides,  be  displayed 
and  exhausted;  liattles,  that  will  resound 
through  history  in  all  future  time.  It  is 
evident,  I  say,  that  Great  Britiun  is  looking 
forward  to  that  important  day ;  that  she  con- 
siders the  United  States  as  the  only  power 
ever  likely  to  dispute  with  her  the  empire  of 
the  seas ;  that  if  that  sceptre  which  she  now 
holds,  and  has  held  so  long,  is  ever  to  be 
wrested  from  her  grasp,  the  United  States  are 
« to  wrest  it.  In  these  opinions  of  hers,  are  to 
be  feond  the  true  secret  of  those  oommerdal 
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regulations  of  which  wg  so  mnch  complain — 
regulations  in  which  her  commercial  uiterest 
seem  as  littie  consulted  as  our  own.  The  ob- 
ject of  tbem  is  not  oommeroe,  bnt  policy ;  the 
object  is  to  retard  the  growth  of  oar  eonmier- 
cial  marine ;  to  put  off,  and,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent, the  evil  day  which  she  ^prehends  may 
come.  I  called  it  a  secret,  bnt  it  is  no  secr^ 
This  object  has  been  most  distinctly  avowed 
one  of  her  most  leading  statesmen,  in  ^>eak- 
ing  of  tiie  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  her  naviga- 
tion laws :  I  allude  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Eoskis- 
Bon,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
May  last.  He  says:  ''The  House  is  aware 
that  our  navigation  laws  have  a  twofold  ob- 
ject ;  first,  to  create  and  maintain  in  this  coon- 
try  a  great  ccmimereial  marine ;  and,  aeoondly. 
an  object,  not  less  important  in  the  eyes  of 
statesmen,  to  prevent  any  one  other  natkn 
from  engrosnng  too  large  a  pcHtioa  of  the  nsri- 
gation  of  the  rest  of  the  wmd.**  Henoe  we  see 
why  other  commercial,  bnt  minor  8t«te^  have  l 
commercial  arrangements  made  with  them,  ana 
favorable  to  them,  which  are  refused  to  Ute 
United  States.  Of  the  growth  of  the  commer- 
cial marine  of  those  States,  she  is  not  jealom; 
she  has  no  occasion  to  be ;  bnt  of  the  growth 
of  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  jealous,  and  would  gladly  restrain  that 

frowth.  She  sees  in  the  infant  Navy  of  the  | 
Tnited  States,  a  young  giant,  and  antidpates 
with  alarm,  its  growing  strength.  Now,  as  i 
she  is  looking  to  the  future,  and  acting  witii 
reference  to  the  future,  as  regards  the  United 
States,  ought  not  the  United  States  to  be  eqpally 
proTident  of  the  Mnr^  as  muda  Great 
Britain!  Equally  attentive  to  aU  the  meau 
whidi  may  best  qualify  them  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  that  future  !  Let  pmdoioe  make  the 
reply.  Bnt,  however  virionary  this  soeonlitua 
may  be  in  me — however  littie  conriaen^ou  it 
may  receive,  or  be  entitled  to  receive,  from 
otiiers — still,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  other 
grounds  on  which  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
has  been  urged,  will  not  be  deemed  visionary, 
nor  InsufBcient  to  procure  for  it  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ohaitdlxb  said,  that  the  bill  reminded 
him  of  the  Alkoran ;  he  believed  that  nearly 
every  chapter  in  it  begun  somehow  in  this  way 
— Ood  is  grea^  or  ^)d  is  good ;  and  afanoit 
every  secticoi  ct  this  Ull  begins  with  **the 
President  of  the  Unhed  States  shall  b^  and  he 
is  hereby,  anthorlaed."  And,  ifhenndentood 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  leave  so  much  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  I^ident,  because  the  committee 
could  not  agree  how  one  thing  should  be  done, 
or  where  the  other  e^ould  be  done ;  and  that 
the  committee  did  not  believe  that  the  Senate 
would  be  more  likely  to  agree  than  the  com- 
mittee. This  was  snfBcient  to  satisfy  him  (Mr. 
0.)  that  the  bill  was  not  sulBciently  undw- 
stood,  and  that  it  embraced  snch  important 
principles,  he  did  not  bdieve  it  ooold  be  under- 
stood donng  the  few  iwnaining  d«ja  of  tha 
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Bes»oQ.  As  there  was  so  much  other  impor- 
toot  bnsinesB  which  most  be  acted  upon,  he, 
ther^bre,  moTed  to      the  bill  on  the  table. 

lb,  SuABU  ohserred,  that  the  gentleman 
frna  Sonth  Oarolina  ha/l  ^  ^  ronarks  upon 
drjr-dooks,  eaid,  that,  in  heaving  vessels  down 
for  the  porpose  of  repairing,  great  iiyiuy  was 
done.  Se  had  often  been  led  to  observe  tfab 
&ct.    It  was  the  custom  in  building  ships,  to 

Sat  salt  between  the  timbers.     In  halving 
own,  the  salt  often  became  injured  bj  being 
wet,  vaA.  the  seams  were  impaired.   This  was 
a  cootinoal  soorce  of  iiynry,  as  every  ^ip  must, 
after  remaining  any  time  in  port,  be  hove  out 
before  going  to  sea,  first  (Hi  one  side,  and  then 
on  the  other.    The  strain,  in  doing  this,  was 
Toy  great ;  and  it  was  impoemble,  in  mc»t  in- 
rtanoes,  to  do  it  in  the  Winter.   He  had  heard 
many  naval  architects  say,  that  they  wonld  not 
take  the  responsibiUties  upon  themselves  of 
heaving  oat  a  ship  in  the  Winter.  In  ^ew 
England,  this  oastcnn  has  been  abandoned, 
since  the  erection  of  railw^a,  and  ao  great  was 
tiie  employment  for  those  establisiuments,  and 
aocfa  tih^  advantage,  that  ships  were  often  de- 
layed a  month  for  their  chance  in  the  railway ; 
and  it  was  also  in  coutemplatioa  to  establish 
dry-docks.   If  a  ship  was  now  ordered  to  go  to 
eea,  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  her,  and 
make  repairs.   To  do  this  by  the  former  pro- 
cess much  time  must  be  taken  up,  beside  the 
danger  incurred  in  the  process ;  while  a  vessel 
could  be  taken  on,  examined,  and  discharged, 
from  a  dock,  in  a  few  days,  without  the  slightest 
risk  or  injury.  He  was  therefore  very  desirous 
tiiat  this  portion  of  the  bill  should  be  retained. 

Ur.  SioTH,  of  Karyland,  stud,  he  had  never 
heard  a  dearer  eladdatirai  of  a  bill,  than  had 
been  made  by  the  Chairman  (tf  the  ^aval  Com- 
nittee ;  nor  did  he  thiuk  a  bill  had  ever  been 
drawn  In  a  more  able  or  more  careful  manner. 
Every  joovision  had  been  weighed  with  judg- 
ment, and  he  gavo  his  entire  cotncideooe  in  the 
ineasnre.    If  he  understood  the  design  of  tlits 
bill,  it  was  the  outline  of  naval  improvement, 
Thioh  was  hereafter  to  be  filled  up  by  Congress, 
as  necessity  reqaired^  or  as  ehoutd  be  thought 
fit.   It  took  up  certam  great  objects,  and  com- 
UMneed  a  plan  by  whidi  tfaey  were  to  be  at- 
tained.  The  first  providou  in  the  bill  was  one 
oTvery  great  importance — the  accumulation  of 
timber.   We  have  now  in  store,  timber  for  the 
tteetion  tl  a  certain  number  of  diips  of  the 
Hm.  Bnt  when  that  is  exhansted,  what  was 
then  to  be  donef  And  suppose  another  war 
■honld  overtake  ns:  suppose  Great  Britun 
^KHild  again  impress  oar  seamen  ?  We  cannot 
■hot  Up  our  ports  as  a  means  of  defence,  unless 
ve  wish  to  starve  our  merchants;  but  must 
ineet  them  with  unequal  force.     But  if^  by 
A'scomulating  timber  and  other  materisls,  we 
p  on  and  build  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  retain- 
the  means  to  increase  our  navy  as  necessity 
iBay  require,  we  might  then  defy  oar  enemies : 
We  might  say  to  En^and  and  France,  thus  far 
isn.  Buj  go,  bat  no  fivthex;   If  Engtond  in-, 


vaded  us,  we  might  throw  into  the  scale  the 
trade  of  France;  or,  if  France  invaded,  the 
trade  of  Eng^d ;  and  thus  keep  up  the  equi- 
librium of  prosperity.  Umber  was  an  essential 
article  for  the  inoreaae  of  the  navy ;  becansa 
without  proper  care  and  management,  it  be- 
came onsoond,  en*  so  fiu-  exhansted  as  to  make 
it  diffionlt  to  obtain  a  supply.  Of  copper,  he 
thonght  there  was  no  need  of  making  pro- 
vision, as  this  country  produced  it  in  su&cient 
quantities  for  any  emei^ency.  If  cordage  was 
stored  for  future  use,  it  would  be  lost  by  decay. 
Besides,  there  was  never  a  scarcity  of  that  arti- 
cle. So  that  he  conddered  it  advisable  to  pass 
the  bill  as  it  stood,  and  make  any  additions 
hereafter,  as  they  might  be  suggested  by  expe- 
rience. The  subject  of  dry-docks  hod  been  so 
well  and  so  fUly  treated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Smith  Oarolina  and  Uassaohasetta,  that  be  did 
not  think  it  neoessary  for  him  to  add  any  thing  in 
relation  to  it.  He8lu>aldonly8qr,tbataIthoQdi 
he  was  not  ftmd  of  refenug  deddons  to  ua 
Ezeeative,  uiuler  all  turcaniatuiceB,  he  ooold 
not  bnt  think  that  the  otmimittee  had  taken  a 
wise  coarse  in  this  case.  Had  the  location 
been  left  to  Congress,  it  might  have  brought 
on  a  debate,  which  might  have  lost  the  bilL 
He  remembered  an  instance  of  a  debate  which 
took  place  upon  the  location  of  a  fortification. 
Every  memher  had  a  favorite  Bite,  which  was, 
in  his  opinion,  better  than  any  other ;  and  it 
was  finally  found  to  be  necessary  to  leave  the 
location  to  the  President.  This  was  a  polite 
manner  of  commanding  the  President  to  make 
the  location,  and  it  was,  in  feuit,  patting  no  in- 
dividual discretion  into  his  hands.  He  would 
do  it  with  the  advice  of  experienced  cheers, 
well  acquiunted  with  the  subject,  and  wonld 
also  apply  to  the  Navy  Board,.  So  that,  up<m 
the  whole,  it  was  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, than  to  be  debated  for  in  Congress^ 
On  the  subject  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Uoine  appeared  to  think  it  useless, 
as  all  the  education  required  ooold  be  obtained 
OQ  board  ship.  Mr.  S.  believed  tho  ofiicers 
would  find  but  poor  edncaticm  there.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  an  academy  was  as 
much  required  to  bo  attoched  to  our  Navy  as 
to  our  army.  Our  army  fight  at  home  and  do 
not  need  that  thoroagh  ac^u^tance  with  many 
branches  of  study,  that  is  required  by  navu 
officers.  Onr  Navy,  on  the  other  hand,  visit 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
the  ofiScera  abonid  be  acquainted,  not  only  with 
navigation,  hot  with  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  The  former  has  become  commcMi 
in  this,  uid  in  every  civilized  country.  The 
latter  was  &st  becoming  so;  and  considering 
the  iuterooarse  which  existed,  and  was  fast  in- 
creasing, between  this  country  and  the  South 
American  Kepublics,  w^as  highly  important, 
and  necessary  to  finish  the  education  of  naval 
ofScer.  There  were  other  branches  of  learning 
still  more  essential,  and  which  could  not  often 
be  mastered  on  board.  He  had  known  many 
roMahitanen  of  taknts,  who  had  served  8eT«« 
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years,  who  had  a  thorough  knovledge  of 
tactics,  and  were  in  every  respect  pnrmiMng 
Toimg  men,  who  conld  not  pass  the  Board  of 
Examiners  fur  want  of  eufficieiit  knowledge  of 
astronomy  and  nrnthematics.  Their  situation 
alone  and  the  absence  of  the  facilities,  prevent- 
ed them  from  attaining  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions. It  was  not  to  be  sDpjMsed  that  midship- 
men should  be  able  to  obtain  all  their  knowl- 
edge of  navigation,  in  a  school.  But  Spanish, 
French,  matnematics,  and  astronomy,  they 
conld  attain  there;  and  they  would  thus  be 
enabled,  when  they  were  abroad,  to  appear  in 
any  society,  to  the  credit  of  themselves  and 
their  country,  A  sufficient  knowledge  of  these 
hronefaes  could  be  obtained  in  two  or  three 
years,  and  they  tiien  wouU  commence  their 
career  at  sea,  and  finish  their  edacitiion  by 
learning  the  management  of  a  ship,  her  gans^ 
&0.  As  tho  mid^ipmen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  ooald  not  rise  by  favor,  it  was 
plain  that  they  must  have  merit  to  obtain  pro- 
motion. As  it  was  at  present,  they  could  not 
be  promoted  until  after  nme  years'  service ;  and 
they  surely  ought  to  hare  every  facility  to  en- 
able them  to  rise  after  that  period,  if  they  hod 
merit  to  entitle  them  to  advancement.  To 
bring  forward  young  officers  entitled  by  their 
qnnlitics  to  distinction,  this  school  would  have 
an  admirable  effect,  ond,  in  every  view,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  OS  promising  tho  most  beneficial 
influence  in  advancing  the  character,  and  in- 
creasing the  confidence  of  the  people,  in  Uie 
right  arm  of  our  defences,  and  in  adding  to  the 
composure  and  security  wiUi  which  thto  coun- 
try would  meet  a  future  war,  which,  although 
now  apparently  far  off,  might,  at  some  future 
period,  visit  us.  Should  such  a  time  arrive, 
tho  chief  means  of  repelling  invadon  would  be 
found  to  esist  in  our  maritime  armaments; 
and  then  the  nation  would  liave  cause  to  re- 
joice at  the  timely  prndence  that  had  strength- 
ened tlie  sinews  and  enlaced  the  growth  of 
our  gallant  Navy. 

iLr.  NoBLB  said,  for  his  own  part,  ho  looked 
with  a  favorable  eye  upon  this  bill;  not  be- 
cause ho  was  to  reap  any  peculiar  advantages 
from  it,  bnt  because  the  wise  people  of  tho  pres- 
•ent  generation  were  now  returning,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  it,  to  tho  good  old-fiufaioned  John 
Adams  system  of  national  defence.  He  would 
not  now  stop  to  inquire  who  had  formerly  cast 
so  much  reproach  and  ridicule  upon  it;  nor 
would  he  say  what  fanciful  gunboat  systems 
had  intervened.  Let  them  all  pass — they  were 
only  worth  remembering  for  the  sake  of  the 
lesson  that  was  to  be  learnt  from  them.  In 
going  bock  to  former  times,  he  might  have 
asked  what  new  terror  had  made  gentlemen 
afraid  to  trust  the  President!  Afraid  to  tmst 
the  President — to  do  what  ?  "Why,  to  do  what 
belongs  to  his  duty — to  consult  the  officers 
about  him,  upon  subjects  which  come  directly 
under  their  observation,  and  make  a  decinon 
from  the  advice  he  may  obtain  I  He  did  not 
we  what  this  fear  could  ■rise  fr(HDf  sod  it  was  J 
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a  new  subject  of  apprehensicai.  I  am  gbd 
[s^d  Hr.  it.  in  conclusion]  that  our  etatesmen 
have  at  last  come  back  to  the  naval  policy  of 
John  Adams,  notwithstanding  the  manner  m 
which  it  bos  been  traduced ;  and  now  they  had 
done  so,  he  hoped  they  would  slide  to  it:  ftr 
wisdom  late  found,  was  better  than  noos.  He 
rejoiced  to  see  men  of  intelligence  come  c»at  in 
support  of  the  Navy,  which  he  looked  npoo 
as  tiie  right  arm  of  the  country.  He  hoped  its 
interests  and  welfare  would  be  attended  to^ 
steadily,  and  permanently;  and  then,  if  war 
came,  the  country  wonld  know  where  to  look 
for  defence. 

Hr.  Svirn,  of  South  Carolina,  aaid  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  bill  at  thia  time. 
He  wished  to  have  that  portion  rdating  to  a 
Kaval  Academy  struck  ont.  The  anl^ject  to 
him  was  a  new  one,  and  it  would  be  attmded 
with  expense,  of  the  extent  of  which  they  wen 
not  yet  aware.  He  thought  the  Senate  should 
have  more  information  on  thia  subject  before  it 
acted.  If  this  portion  was  stricken  out,  and 
time  allowed  to  investigate  the  subject,  be 
would  vote  for  the  bilL  He,  therefore^  moved 
to  strike  ont  the  7th,  8th,  901, 10th,  and  11th, 
sections. 

Mr.  Hat^ix  said  that  he  would  give  his  col- 
league oU  the  information  in  his  power  on  the 
subject.  The  proposition  in  relation  to  a  Naval 
School,  was  not  a  new  one.  It  had  been  acted 
upon  daring  the  last  session,  h&d  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  the  session  before, 
and  bad  aiao  been  most  fully  discussed.  Aa  to 
the  expense,  information  was  last  year  request- 
ed of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  who  had 
given  an  estimate,  which  it  was  supposed  was 
08  accurate  as  any  computaticm  upon  the  sub- 
ject could  be  made.  That  estimate  gave,  aa  the 
probable  cost  of  the  establishment  of  the  school, 
80,000  dollars.  The  permanent  expense  of  the 
establishment  was  computed  at  a  much  smaller 
sum  than  that  required  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy.  Many  of  the  professors  of 
the  naval  school,  it  was  proposed  to  select  from 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  already  in  the  pay  of 
the  Government ;  so  that  the  charge  for  pro- 
fessorships would  be  comparativdy  small.  The 
pupils  were  not  eiqiected  to  be  as  nnmerons  as 
those  at  the  miita^  Academy ;  andkwasalso 
to  be  taken  Into  oonnderation  that  the  sloop  oT 
war  to  be  attached  to  tho  school,  was  not  to  be 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  but  wis 
to  be  one  stationed  on  the  coast,  on  actual  eet- 
vice ;  conseqnentty,  the  midshipmen  and  offi- 
cers, while  employed  on  board,  would  take  the 
place  of  others,  and  thus  be  no  extra  exprasc^ 
as  the  same  number  of  officers  most  be  em- 
ployed, whether  there  was  a  school  or  not. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  annual  expense 
of  the  academy  would  not  ^o  beyond  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  He  had  said  thus  much  for 
the  information  of  his  colleague.  I^  after  all, 
he  should  not  be  satisfied,  Mr,  H.  oould  only 
say  that  be  should  regret  it. 

Hr.  H.  farther  observed,  tlmtltwasnotsiqh 
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posed  that  the  school  would  be,  by  any  means, 
an  expensive  one. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negatiTe, 
19  to  21. 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  said  he  was 
not  now  prepared  to  pass  a  bill  so  important 
as  this,  without  a  ftall  investigation  of  its  merits. 
He  had  not  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
dming  the  seadons  in  which  this  provision  had 
been  dlaonned.  He  was,  therefore,  nnao- 
qnainted  with  the  groonds  which  bad  been 
taken  for  uid.agidnstit.  He  had  listened  to 
the  eloquent  remarks  of  his  colleagoe  this 
moming;  but,  in  doing  that,  he  had  beard 
only  one  ride  of  the  qnestion.  As  this  was 
a  tnne  of  profound  peace,  he  did  not  think  a 
Naval  Academy  immediately  necessary.  At 
lU  events,  he  wished  time  to  consider  Uie  sub- 
ject, and  express  his  opinion  upon  it.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  oil!  npon  the 
table  nntil  to-morrow,  but  waived  his  motion 
at  the  request  of  hb  colleague. 

Some  farther  conversation  took  place  between 
Kmsfs.  HATifX,  JoHSsoN  of  Ken.,  and  Holmis  ; 
when  "itr.  Jomraoir,  of  Kentucky,  haviiig  re- 
newed the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  South 
Carolina— the  blH  was  ordered  to  Iw  rai  the 
table  till  to-moTTOw. 


Fbidat,  February  16. 
IfavaZ  Academy, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  muBnished  business 
nl  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  Gradual  Improvemoit  of  the 
Kavy. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
Btrike  oat  the  7th,  8tb,  9tb,  aud  10th  sections, 
TOoviding  for  the  erection  and  government  of  a 
Naval  Academy.  He  had  the  honor  yesterday 
to  offer  WHue  objections  to  tills  feature  d  the 
Ull,  as  worthy  more  mature  conrideration,  for 
which  he  had  wished  it  to  lay  over  for  a  sepa- 
rate investigation.   He  had  no  objection  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  bill ;  bat  agreed  entirely  in 
the  views  entertained  by  the  Naval  Committee, 
of  the  importance  of  preserving  a  store  of  live 
oak  timber  for  future  use,  providing  thereby  a 
permanent  stock,  to  be  kept  until  called  for  by 
nitiire  exigency.   This  object  had  been  thought 
of  formerly,  and  acts  passed  upon  it.  Whether 
the  ob}ect  had  been  folly  attained,  was  very 
donbtfal  at  any  rate,  he  saw  no  objection  to  the 
passi^  of  the  present  btU,  so  far  as  tiiis  object 
was  omtomplated.  Hor  did  he  find  any  objec- 
tion to  tiie  plan  which  bad  been  promul^ted, 
hi  relation  to  diy-docb.  He  had  believed,  be- 
fore he  heard  the  able  argument  in  their  &vor, 
of  his  colleague,  that  they  were,  if  not  abso- 
Inte^  necessary,  at  least  very  useAil ;  and  that, 
besides  the  services  to  be  expected  from  them, 
thej  promised  in  the  end,  to  lessen  the  expen- 
ditore  of  the  Government  for  the  repair  of 
■tups.  Thna  far,  he  went  with  the  committee 
ttuthnrbiU.  Bat  here  be  most  atop.  ITieM 
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as  he  believed  these  provisions,  he  should  not, 
on  principle,  vote  for  the  bill,  if  the  project 
of  a  Naval  Academy  were  to  be  retain^.  To 
this  project  he  had  the  most  insuperable  objec- 
tions, fonnded,  not  only  on  theoretical  specula- 
tiODS,  but  upon  practical  experience.  It  was 
true,  that  his  colleague  had  said  that  Qie  sub- 
ject was  discussed,  and  its  merits  settled  in  the 
Senate  last  year ;  but  to  Mr.  S.  this  was  no  ar- 
gument for  letting  it  pass  at  tiiis  time.  He 
was  not  present  last  year,  and  consequentiy  the 
discussion  was  lost  to  him.  If  others  had  been 
convinced,  he  also  required  to  be,  before  he 
could  ^ve  his  sanction  to  this  contemplated  in* 
stitution.  What  he  had  heard  yesterday,  from 
bis  colleague,  did  not  at  all  satisfy  bim,  and  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  dootrGies  that  gen- 
tleman then  advanced,  or  the  efieots  anticipated 
by  him.  There  was  already  a  Military  Acade- 
my in  this  country ;  and  as  the  plan  laid  down 
for  the  imitation  of  Government,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Naval  Academy,  was  drawn  from 
the  institution  at  West  Foint,  be  thought  it 
would  be  but  fur  to  deduce  from  tiie  condition 
and  eflfects  of  that  already  established,  the 
measure  of  good  or  evil  to  be  attained  or  foar^ 
ed  by  the  erection  of  the  institution  pn^ected. 
Whatever  good  tendency  the  Military  Academy 
might  have  had  npon  our  militaiy  character,  or 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Army,  be  believed 
there  were  many  very  seasible  men  who  felt  as 
much  anxiety  for  the  defence  of  the  country  as 
could  be  felt  by  any  patriotic  mind,  yet  who 
thought  this  military  system  carried  too  far. 
He  believed,  in  1802,  the  number  of  students 
at  West  Point  was  only  ten,  and  it  was  then 
the  solo  object  of  the  institution  to  rear  En- 
gineers for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  vast 
country  which  we  possess,  and  to  elevate  our 
Army  in  this  pecuhar  branch  cX  the  acienee  ci 
war  to  a  level  with  those  other  coantriei. 
But  the  character  of  tbis  institution  changed  as 
it  advanced,  by  the  operation  of  various  cir- 
cumstances, until,  at  length,  we  find  it  at  the 
present  moment,  cont^ning  upwards  of  260 
students.  Ho  bad  thought  that  one  of  the  laws 
relating  to  this  Academy,  hod  limited  the  nam- 
Iter  of  cadets  to  260 ;  but,  on  reference  being 
had  to  the  Attorney-General,  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  250  to  which  tho  number  was 
limited,  were  in  addition  to  the  ten  admitted 
by  tho  law  of  1802.  Thns  the  number  had  risen 
to  260.  And,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  this 
was  carrying  the  military  establishment  too  far. 
Did  the  United  States  want,  as  Engineers,  all 
the  men  who  would  thus  obbun  miutary  edn* 
oationsf  Certainly  not.  Were  th^  wanted 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  f  The  army  is  now 
overflowing.  What  then  was  the  necessity  fat 
such  an  overflow  of  military  education?  Ho 
was  not  one  who  would  wish  to  stint  tho  coun- 
try in  the  means  of  defence ;  nor  was  he  one 
who  wished  a  military  spirit  to  become  too 
general.  But  for  every  useful  military  punrase 
he  looked  upon  tiie  vast  expenditare  to  which 
ttw  itaantty  was  snl^lef^ea  by  the  IGUtary 
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Aeademj,  as,  in  a  great  measure,  a  nseless 
waste.  The  question  wbioh  sogsested  itself  to 
his  mind,  was,  whether  all  this  edQcation  would 
naake  men  Tictorions  Generals;  whether  they 
could  serve  their  oonntry  with  a  better  chance 
of  success  ?  And  to  what  bnt  ezperi^ce  and 
facta  conld  the  question  be  referred  f  If  we  go 
back  to  history,  we  ahdl  find  martial  feats 
achieved  with  as  mnoh  gallantry  and  as  com- 
plete mooesB,  as  in  modem  times,  witii  the  ex- 
ception perhaps,  of  a  angle  instance.  The  Dune 
of  Julitu  Oteear,  and  his  victories,  were  in  the 
mouth  of  every  one.  Tet  Julias  Cawar  was 
not  reared  up  in  a  lOlitary  Academy,  He  was 
ft  Koman  lawyer,  knowing  in  his  early  life  no 
more  of  military  education,  than  did  any  other 
civilian  of  that  city — ^bat  his  hatdes  have  been 
looked  upon  as  exhibiting  consnmmate  ddU,  as 
well  as  nnconunon  valor.  Bat  to  come  down 
to  modem  times,  the  Dake  of  Mailboroagh  had 
seldom  been  eqoalled  in  his  day  for  bravery 
and  success ;  yet  he  was  not  educated  in  a  Mil- 
itary Academy ;  nor  was  the  Uud  of  Orleans, 
whose  acts  have  excited  wonder  and  admira- 
tion, acquuntod  wit^  the  rales  ot  sdentlflo 
warfare ;  but  whether  by  witchcraft  or  valor, 
liie  contrived  to  overthrow  Uie  armies  of  Eng- 
land, headed  by  learned  and  experimced  load- 
ers. In  onr  own  thnea,  even  in  oar  late  war, 
where  were  oar  most  shccesaflil  generals  eda- 
oated?  Where  did  Oenerals  Brown,  Miller, 
and  8eott,  or  where  did  Colonel  Towson  obtain 
their  edacatioa  ?  Not  in  a  Military  Academy. 
They  were  taught  In  the  field ;  and  ^eir  talents 
and  bravery  pointed  oat  the  way  to  victory, 
better  then  any  education  they  could  have  re- 
ceived. Without  education,  uiey  displayed  as 
mnoh  gallantry  as  was  ever  dlmlayed  la  any 
age.  fir.  S.  believed  the  acts  of  Towson  and 
Miller  had  seldom,  if  ever,  been  excelled.  He 
would  ask  the  gentlonan  on  his  left,  (General 
Haxbi80h,>— he  was  not  informed  where  he  was 
reared ;  bat  oertdnly  not  in  a  Military  Acad- 
emy— whether,  in  the  actions  in  which  he  was 
•o  sQccesBfolly  engaged,  he  fonnd  the  absence 
of  "education  any  drawback  upon  bravery,  or 
any  bar  to  snocess  ?  (He  Mr.  8.)  was  not  a  mO- 
itary  man,  and  tacticians  might  say  that  he  was 
arguing  against  the  acknowledged  lights  of  sci- 
ence. Bat  mve  me  a  brave  man  for  the  deeds 
of  war,  and  I  care  little  about  his  acquirements. 
Proofs  were  before  their  eyes  every  day,  to 
show  that  military  talent  woald  nnfold  itself, 
whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  without  estab- 
lisliing  nurseries  for  its  cultivation.  Who  has 
behairad  more  gallantly  or  fought  more  suc- 
cessfhlly  than  Oeneral  Jackson?  And  was  he 
brought  up  in  a  MUitaiy  Academy  t  No.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law,  and  sat  upon  the  bench ; 
and  had  gone  no  farther  than  to  be  a  General 
of  militia,  until  the  late  war.  Yet,  his  achieve- 
ments were  equal  to  those  of  any  general,  in 
imy  age,  and  had  added  much  to  the  glory  of 
our  country.  These  men,  whose  names  he  had 
mentioned,  were  accomplished  gentlemen,  their 
manners  were  polishea;  bat  they  wer»  not 


learned  at  an  Academy.  They  had  raised 
renown  of  our  country  to  an  equality  witii  that 
of  the  most  heroic  nation ;  yet  they  owed  little 
or  nothing  to  education.  What,  then,  was  the 
necessity  of  an  Academy  to  teach  enginemng 
when  such  men  could  be  prodneed  without  it  I 
fir.  S.  said  he  had  before  him  half  a  sheet  of 
paper  filled  with  a  list  of  the  studies  attended 
to  at  West  Point,  taken  from  an  «b1e  Tmarl 
upon  the  Bublect.  (He  here  read  them.)  Tnert 
were  certainly  many  among  them  wliich  would 
as  weU  have  soiled  any  other  course  of  educa- 
tion as  military.  He  had  asked  yesterday  what 
would  be  the  probable  cost  of  the  projected 
Kaval  Academy ;  and  he  had  been  informed  hj 
his  colleague  that  80,000  dollars  would  probaUy 
cover  all  expenses.  Bat  this  did  not  indado 
any  thing  further  than  the  erection  of  the  buHd- 
ing,  Ac.  Contingent  expenses  and  current  ex- 
penditures were  not  taken  into  consideration. 
The  annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy was'  80,000  dollars ;  the  pay  of  the  cadets 
amounted  to  48,000  dollars — ^he  believed  it  was 
nineteen  dollars  montiily  pay.  Bat  it  was 
worth  whQe  to  ask  who  goes  to  this  institu- 
tion! And  this  was  a  ddlcate  question,  he 
would  allow,  because  the  trath  was  periiaps  the 
most  disagreeable  thing  that  could  be  said. 
The  sons  of  Members  of  Congress  were  the  can- 
didates, imd  in  some  instances,  three  or  four 
were  sent  in  snccession.  The  sons  of  the  Judg- 
es were  also  educated  at  the  Military  Academy. 
All  men  in  power  could  educate  their  cbildmi 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  It  was  im- 
possible that  it  should  be  otherwise,  when  It 
was  only  through  Congress  that  the  public 
could  approach  the  institution.  The  membcra 
record  tneir  cadets,  and  it  is  then  left  to  the 
Department.  The  members  record,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  their  own  sons  or  those  of  thdr 
friend  A  few  wealthy  men  wished  to  ban 
their  SODS  edncated :  they  brought  thetn  up  to 
the  age  of  14,  with  a  common  education,  and 
then  they  are  educated  and  entert^ned  for  five 
years  at  the  public  expense.  About  60  left  the 
Academy  every  year,  and  occasioned  that  num- 
l>er  of  vacancies  to  be  contested  for  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  others.  Was  this  con- 
sistent with  the  first  object  of  the  institution? 
This  system  did  not  point  out  the  advancement 
of  youths  who  had  given  proofs  of  merit — but 
according  to  the  influence  and  standing  of  those 
who  recommend  them.  You  educate  a  mass  of 
young  men,  and  who  from  among  them  goes 
into  the  Army?  Now  and  then  one.  One, 
perhaps,  out  <»  twenty.  And  it  was  of  arane 
importance  to  know  whether  there  could  ba 
no  change  of  this  system  ?  Whether  members 
of  Congress  were  always  to  be  called  upon  to 
support  institutions  in  which  they  alon^  or 
nearly  so,  were  interested!  Whether  there 
ahould  still  be  set  before  them  this  severe 
trial  between  their  duties  aad  their  interests? 
I  say,  said  Mr.  8.,  you  cannot  resist  this  sys* 
tem.  Resistance  has  been  set  up  against  it, 
but  has  'oniTOB^  J  been  voted  down ;  and  in- 
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stead  of  taking  the  sons  of  aoldiera,  who  died 
ia  batde,  and  who  thna  have  a  collatoivl  eUoiir 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  countrj,  the  bods  of 
DMnbera  of  Congress,  offioers  of  the  Govem- 
BKDt,  and  otiber  great  men  of  the  nation,  seem 
alone  to  be  entiued  to  on  trance  at  the  Acad- 
emy. The  privilege  of  admisdon  had  beoome 
one  of  the  instmmentB  of  Congressional  infla-  > 
eaoe,  and  bj  that  alone  would  tiiej  be  decided. 
As  to  the  real  utility  of  the  eatabli^ment,  its 
adrocatee  might,  he  thought,  be  induced  to 
abate  some  of  thdr  admiration,  when  it  was 
known  that  many  of  the  studenta,  on  their  re- 
firamtfit  from  the  Institntion,  never  thoo^tof 
going  into  the  anqy.  Many  wait  into  the  pro- 
hmoa  of  the  law,  and  other  punnita  for  wnioh 
tiie  coontiy  need  not  have  enended  ita  ftmds. 
H,  then,  the  students  educated  at  the  Academy 
wen  in  no  way  bound  to  serve  the  country,  to 
vfaidi  they  had  been  indebted  for  a  good  ran- 
eatkm;  or  if  th^  were  not  wanted  in  the  army, 
and  therefore  allowed  to  follow  any  other 
course  of  life  that  might  suit  them,  why  was 
the  establishment  muutaiued  in  its  preamt  ex- 
tant? Why  carry  military  edncation  beyond 
the  necessity  for  its  api)lioaUonf  unless  it  waa 
intended  to  make  our  citizens  all  soldiers !  He 
ihoold  not  inquire  what  effect  the  education  of 
fire  additional  cadets  would  have  hereafter  on 
the  Govenunent.  It  was,  however,  a  sutiyeGt 
worthy  of  ouitideration.  He  would  itiow  come 
to  the  Naval  Acadany,  which  he  considered 
■0  nearly  of  the  same  waracter  as  to  be  readily 
compared  with  the  Military  Academy,  upon 
which  he  had  detdned  the  Senate  so  long,  from 
the  conviction  that  a  statement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  one  would  aptly  describe  that  of  the 
other.  He  had  made  some  little  research  since 
ttua  plan  had  first  come  under  his  observation ; 
but  ne  had  not  been  Informed  that  such  an  es- 
tablishment existed  in  any  other  country,  from 
whom  we  were  often  fond  of  borrowing,  and 
who  held  out  to  this  country,  in  many  important 
points,  the  light  of  experience.  He  believed 
that  no  such  institution  existed  as  yet — and  it 
mi^t  reaaonaUy  be  asked  why  England,  so 
prnid  of  her  meni  importance,  and  so  loud 
in  tminpeting  f6rth  her  navd.  superiority, 
had  never  esttiblished  a  Kaval  Academy  ?  Or 
why  had  not  France,  which  had  so  often 
■trove  to  raise  a  naval  force,  to  deSmd  herself 
from  her  old  and  habitual  enemy,  never  hit 
npm  the  plan  of  a  ITavat  Academy  for  the  per- 
fection ot  her  oflBcera!  If  he  should  be  in 
nror,  in  this  respect — should  it  prove  that 
ntch  establishments  did  exist  in  England  and 
France — at  least  England  had  produced  naval 
heroes  who  owed  none  of  their  advaucement 
or  BOGcess  to  the  edncation  to  be  obtained  in 
neh  an  establishment.  The  celebrated  Lord 
Kelaon,  on  whose  name  the  British  people  have 
MMowed  so  much  honor,  was  not  bred  to  the 
pnrfeaaion  of  which  he  was  so  bright  an  oma- 
unt;  while  playing  on  diore,  he  was  put  on 
wwFd  a  ship,  and  there  learned  to  conquer  the 
mnksof  hiSGoniitry.  Hedidnot  fdlew^ 


his  time  at  a  Naval  School,  or  amuse  himself 
alternately  at  sea.  He  was  not  acquainted 
wi^  all  the  abstruse  Bcicnces  which  had  now 
become  requisite  for  a  naval  commander ;  but 
he  knew  what  was  by  fkr  most  essential,  the 
science  of  being  victorious.  His  friend  and 
colleague  had  yesterday  praised,  with  much 
eloquence,  the  intelligence  of  our  naval  heroes. 
Bnt  he  (Mr.  8.)  had  thought  that  some  of  our 
most  accomplished  hero^  were  unacquainted 
with  the  studies  of  an  academy.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  with  Great  Britun,  our 
Navy  otmsisted  of  a  few  ships,  five  only  of 
whidi  were  frigates:  and  it  was  confidently 
beUered  that  the  British,  with  their  thousand 
ships,  would  Idow  this  paltry  tone  out  tji  the 
water  in  a  month.  Tet,  in  this  small  wi^  wa 
began ;  and  through  the  activity  of  our  Got- 
emment,  and  the  bravery  and  enterprise  of  our 
officersjand  seamen,  how  different  was  the  re- 
sult I  The  Navy  vent  on  increasing  in  num* 
bers  and  in  glory,  and  the  deeds  of  its  com- 
manders ^ed  a  lustre  over  the  country.  The 
heroes  who  won  the  laurels  in  those  conflicts, 
were  never  excelled  in  all  the  characteristics  of 
heroism.  Where  were  Hull  and  Bainbridge 
raised?  Was  it  in  an  academy  that  they 
gained  their  knowledge  of  ships,  their  dannt- 
fess  courage,  and  presence  of  mind,  or  the  ad- 
dress which  ensured  their  success!  They 
were,  if  he  did  not  mistake,  mgaged,  previons 
to  the  war,  in  the  merchants*  serrlce— -having 
then  no  Navy  of  any  importance ;  and  we  were 
obliged  to  take  such  men.  Nor  did  they  fall 
short  of  any  more  educated  officers.  Where 
was  Decatur  reared  t  Not  In  a  Naval  Acade- 
my. His  education  was  obtiuned  at  sea ;  and 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  pursued  a  cor- 
sair off  Tripoli,  and  avenged  the  death  of  his 
brother,  in  a  manner .  so  heroic,  that  the  deed 
was  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  feats 
of  modem  chivalry.  And  he  would  ask 
whether,  if,  as  had  been  argued  by  his  col- 
league, the  Naval  School  would  polish  the 
manners  of  the  officers,  it  conld  make  them 
more  accomplished  than  were  those  gentlemen 
wh<mi  he  had  mentioned,  or  indeed  than  any 
ot  our  naval  commanders  t  The  manners  of 
those  officers  were  such,  to  use  the  words  oi 
bis  coUeague,  as  would  "grace  any  drawing 
room."  Have  we  any  reason  to  r^ret  that 
their  education  was  not  more  perfect;  or  is 
there  any  deficiency  to  be  noticed  in  that  re- 
spect in  their  public  services?  There  was  not 
one  instance,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
in  which  they  did  not  act  with  t^e  greatest 
gallantry.  Even  down  to  the  privates,  there 
was  a  devotedness  to  the  service,  and  to  duty, 
displayed,  which  claimed  the  praise  and  admi- 
ration of  the  country.  Do  these  facts,  said  Mr. 
8.,  wgne  the  necesaty  for  a  Naval  Academy  t 
Our  naval  officers  have  thus  &r  gone  to  sea, 
and  learned  their  duties  there,  where  they 
were  to  be  penformed,  and  not  by  nnrmng 
thanaelves  in  idleness  on  diore.  lliey  ootdd 
do  so  still,  «id  it  would  be  b^ter  for  uu  mr-. 
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vice.  Thej  wen  tonight  up  in  the  Bohool  of 
adversity,  and  were  early  tanght,  by  servioe 
and  danger,  to  scorn  the  hardships  and  def^ 
tiie  vicisiiitTides  of  the  sea.  Hen,  tutored  in 
tliis  manner,  were  ever  at  their  posts ;  and  in 
troubled  times  might  be  depended  npon.  It 
seemed  that  this  Academj  was  to  make  room 
for  a  great  many  midshipmen,  in  addition  to 
the  present  number.  And  why  was  this  addi- 
tion to  be  made  f  The  ships  were  ah'esdy  full. 
Only  a  few  days  since,  he  (Mr.  S.)  applied  for 
a  situation  in  the  navy  for  a  young  man  of  fine 
qnalities,  and  was  told  that  there  were  no  va- 
cancies.  How,  then,  was  it  necessary  that  an 
eetabliabment  ahonld  be  made  for  the  edncation 
of  midshipmen  not  in  employment?  How  was 
it  necessary  to  erect  a  Navid  Academy  for  the 
instruction  of  young  officers,  when  no  room 
remained  for  them,  as  the  sitnations  were  all 
filled?  The  United  States  Navy  would  soon 
comprise  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  fifteen 
frigates.  And  where  were  they !  They  were, 
some  of  them,  laid  up,  and  ttie  reason  ^ven 
for  it  was,  that  there  were  not  officers  enough 
to  man  the  whole  of  our  ships.  Ho  saw,  him- 
Belf,  a  few  years  since,  two  of  them  covered  np 
at  Boston  to  keep  them  from  the  weather. 
There  was  also  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in 
this  city,  in  the  same  predicament :  the  house 
to  cover  one  of  which  cost  seventy  thousand 
dollars.  And  Congress  appointed  officers  to 
mm  those  ships  when  there  waa  no  use  tor 
tiiem,  and  they  were  allowed  to  spend  their 
time  in  idleness.  "Where  are  your  midship- 
men? They  are  staying  on  furloughs  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end ;  amusing  themselves 
ivhcrever  they  are  inclined  to  go,  without  a 
tlionght  of  their  duty.  These  were  not  the 
men,  who,  when  called  saddenly  into  action, 
would  do  their  duties  with  good  effect.  No ; 
the  men  who  were  to  bo  expected  to  perform 
those  signal  acts  of  skill  and  bravery  for  which 
our  Na\7  had  hitherto  been  characterized,  were 
of  a  different  mould.  They  were  not  those 
who  were  closeted  in  their  studies,  in  learned 
ease,  and  there  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
management  of  fibips.  They  must  he  able  to 
dare  and  to  do.  Tneorr  was  useless  to  them 
without  practice :  and  mat  practice  was  to  be 
had  on  the  ocean  alone.  Ur.  S.  thought  this 
provision  misplaced  in  the  present  bill.  It 
contemplated  a  new  principle,  and  he  thought 
required  separate  Investigation,  and  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  distinct  bill.  He  apprehended  that 
the  subject  of  the  Kaval  Academy  was  not  ma- 
tured. There  were  many  important  questions 
in  relation  to  it,  yet  to  be  settled.  Who  was 
to  go  there  f  Where  were  two  hundred  and 
fifty  midshipmen  to  be  chosen,  when  the  ships 
were  alref^y  full  ?  In  case  of  war,  these  offi- 
cers must  be  withdrawn  from  the  Academy. 
Their  requirements,  iiowever,  wonld  hardly  fit 
them  for  active  service :  and  it  would  he  found 
that  accomplishments  which  would  fit  men  to 
appear  to  advantage  in  the  courts  of  France  and 
^lun,  would  not  be  of  much  value  in  aotive 
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eerrioe.  If  onr  officers  are  to  prepare  for  any 
thing,  it  is  for  war — and  not  to  become  ambas- 
sadors at  foreign  courts.  Enough  of  them 
could  be  found  in  other  walks.  The  TSarj  does 
not  want  a  host  of  tender  youths,  carefoUy 
nursed  and  indulged  in  a  qniet  life;  neither 
did  it  stand  in  need  of  a  troop  of  silk-stocking 
gentry  to  lead  to  battle  our  hardy  seamen,  who 
would  look  with  contempt  upon  trifling  or 
effeminate  leaders.  These  are  not  the  men  to 
add  to  the  victories  already  a<^ieved.  As  to 
the  filling  up  of  the  school,  he  believed  that  it 
would  be  done  in  imitation  of  the  process  in 
Euning  admission  to  West  Point.  Members  ai 
Congress,  and  th^r  friends;  officers  ai  Gov- 
ernment, &c,  would  be  the  first  on  the  list 
Their  fathers  being  great  men  In  the  nation,  it 
wonld  be  suppose^  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  sons  would  also  be  great  But  thia  was 
not  always  the  case.  The  race  of  giants  some- 
times dwindled;  and  the  sons  of  great  and 
wise  men  often  proved  any  thing  but  great  and 
wise.  The  sire  may  bo  a  man  of  talents,  and 
the  son  a  dunce.  Even  the  renowned  TnHy, 
whose  eloquence  gained  him  the  admiration  of 
Rome  and  of  the  world,  expended  great  care 
and  expense  in  educating  his  son  Marcus,  who, 
after  all,  turned  out  to  be  a  blockhead.  Bo  U 
would  firequeotly  happen.  This  would  fill  the 
institution  with  lads  of  everr  eharaeter :  some 
wiUi  a  disposition  for  the  bnuness  in  which 
they  were  to  be  engaged,  and  some  of  a  differ* 
ent  character.  The  establishment  wonld  he 
filled  by  the  sons  of  rich  men.  Every  wealthy 
individual,  who  had  a  chubby-cheek«l  boy 
whom  he  had  as  yet  chosen  no  profes^on, 
would  send  him  to  the  Kaval  Academy.  The 
genius  of  men  was  often  discovered  by  chance; 
and  to  this  the  United  States  was  probably  in- 
debted for  much  of  her  naval  talent  Peny, 
McDonough,  and  Rodgers,  whose  names  be 
had  not  yet  alluded  to,  were  not  educated  to 
the  profession.  He  believed  the  latter  had 
been  a  farmer  until  he  was  of  age.  Merit 

{tromoted  him;  and  as  there  was  no  dispositioa 
n  this  country,  at  large,  to  elevate  one  man  at 
the  expense  of  another,  through  an  idea  of 
hereditary  superiority,  ho  saw  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  merit  would  hereafter  raise,  in  a 
similar  manner,  men  whoso  natural  abiltdes 
fitted  them  for  any  particular  station ;  and  that 
a  sufficient  portion  of  the  talent  of  ^e  nation 
would  be  directed  to  the  cultivation  of  navsl 
science.  But  supposing  that  the  disporation 
and  talent  for  the  profession  were  capable  of 
being  produced  by  an  education  at  a  Navsl 
Academy,  there  were  still  branches  of  naval 
knowledge  which  could  not  he  attained  in  snch 
an  institution.  The  navigation  of  a  ship  could 
never  be  learned  on  aliore,  nor  conld  a  man  be 
mode  a  good  seaman  in  an  Academy.  Hndi 
had  been  said  of  the  sudden  rise  of  our  naval 
power  during  the  last  war ;  and  just  encomi- 
ums had  been  passed  upon  the  officers  whose 
conduct  had  elevated  its  character  so  high. 
But  who  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  Navy  I 
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It  was  not  the  OoTernment :  it  was  not  capa- 
ble of  prodneing  Ute  effects  which  resulted 
from  it.    The  men  who  raised  and  sTutained  its 
high  character  were  peculiar  in  being  fitted  for 
what  they  performed.   They  were  not  brought 
up  in  af^demies;  they  were  nursed  on  the 
ocean,  and  familiar  with  its  perils.   The  intel- 
ligence which  they  possessed,  and  the  polished 
manners  which  it  is  supposect  are  attainable  in 
a  school,  were  guned  in  a  continual  Interconrse 
with  the  world.  Go  to  yonr  wharves,  said  Mr. 
S.,  and  yon  will  find  that  the  sea-captains  in 
your  merchants*  service  are  gentlemen:  they 
have  become  so  hf  constant  associations  wiUi 
mm  of  Tarions  nations.   In  most  instances, 
yon  win  find  them  highly  IntelliMnt ;  and  the 
knowledge  they  possess  is  of  the  nest  and  most 
vsefol  kind — hewnse  it  is  practice.  The  mer- 
ehanta*  serrloe  is  the  great  school  in  which  na- 
val officers  and  seamen  are  to  be  instructed ; 
and  it  is  dangerous  to  close  the  Xavy  to  those 
who  are  educated  in  it.   He  looked  upon  the 
endeavor  to  establish  a  Naval  Academy  as  like- 
ly to  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  essential  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
is  founded.    The  preliminaries  only  were  set- 
tled by  the  hill :  all  the  detdls  were  to  be  left 
to  future  enactments,  or  to  Ezecotive  discre- 
tion: sneh  as  who  uionld  be  the  papils,  and 
what  the  expenditure  of  Uie  Academy.  It  was 
sot  that  he  would  intimate  that  any  fear  was 
to  be  enterttdned  of  the  present  Administm- 
Uon ;  but  others  were  to  come  after,  and  what 
is  here  begun,  as  a  small  matter,  may  result  in 
great  injury  to  the  service  to  which  it  is  at- 
tached. Was  Congress  to  establish  an  Academy 
to  be  nnder  the  direction  of  one  individual? 
Or  in  what  manner  would  the  details  be  de- 
cided upon  ?   These  were  questions  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  moment   He  was  a 
friend  of  the  Navy,  and  was  in  favor  of  every 
measure  which  would  really  tend  to  its  benefit. 
Every  other  provision  of  tho  bill  appeared  to 
bim  salntary  and  worthy  of  support :  but  he 
coold  nctt  give  sapport  now  to  the  simple  dec- 
laration of  Congress  that  there  shonld  be  a 
Xaval  Academy,  vlthont  any  detidls  being 
fixed  upon ;  leaving  all  future  arrangements 
for  carry  ing^this  decision  into  executi<m  onex- 
plained.    The  detidls  were  important,  and 
onght  to  be  settled.    If  this  provision  was 
slnick  from  the  present  bill,  he  snould  vote  for 
it — otherwise  he  could  not.  Ho  was  convinced 
^hat  the  whole  hill  went  too  far,  and  that  its 
gwat  error  was  the  proposition  for  on  Acade- 
my, which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for 
Mparate  consideration. 

Ur.  Uarkison  said  he  shoald  content  him- 
»lf  with  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  tho 
gentleman  fW)m  South  Carolina,  and  should 
confine  himself  chiefly  to  the  remarks  of  that 
Ksatteman  in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy 
™d  its  resnlts ;  and  the  bearing  which  those 
^warka  had  npon  tho  project  of  a  Kaval 
"^ool  on  nrailar  principles.  He  has  called  on 
<u  to  whether  the  events  of  the  late  war 
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do  not  show  that  such  institations  are  needless. 
To  this,  as  a  military  man,  I  cannot  refi-atn- 
from  putting  in  a  negative  declaration.  What- 
ever the  experience  of  other  Generals  may 
have  been,  said  Hr,  H.,  I  can  say  for  myself 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  science  and  skill 
attamed  at  a  Military  Academy,  I  should  prob- 
ably never  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  adoress- 
ing  this  body.  I  feel  proud  to  say  that  the  de- 
fence of  Fort  Meiga,  at  which  I  commanded, 
chicfiy  depended  npon  the  scientific  exertions 
of  a  man  to  whom  it  is  due  that  his  worth 
shonld  be  here  attested  by  me.  I  allude  to  the 
late  M^or  Wood,  a  man  who  oomUned  many 
Talnable  Qualities,  and  who  bade  hit  to  have 
risen  to  a  nigh  pcdnt  of  professional  enunence. 
Your  oommimder  had  not  sdffldent  science  to 
have  so  snccessftilly  defended  the  post  wjthoat 
the  aasistanoe  of  that  individnal.  Bo  far,  there- . 
fore,  as  experience  goes,  I  am  totally  at 
variance  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. He  thinks  that  an  army  can  as  well  be 
commanded  by  an  ignorant  as  a  learned  man. 
This  position  I  deny  to  be  correct  in  military 
any  more  than  in  other  affairs.  There  have  been 
instances,  it  is  true,  both  in  ancient  and  mod- 
em history,  of  i^oront  men,  who  cot  a  con- 
siderable figure  m  militoiT  pursuits.  But  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  fame  acquired  by 
such  men  has  generally  been  obtained  in  opera- 
tions against  greater  blockheads  than  them- 
selves. The  dlosions  made  to  the  Boman 
Genera^  was,  he  thonght,  peculiarly  nnhap* 
py ;  for  they  were  universally  educated  in 
schools  where  all  the  arts  of  war,  and  all  the 
athletic  exercises,  fit  to  train  men  to  masculine 
pursuits,  were  imparted  to  them  from  their  in- 
fancy. And  the  great  Roman  orator,  to  whom 
the  gentieman  has  alluded,  was  also  a  General. 
An  instance  of  the  power  of  science,  in  oppo- 
sition to  strength,  and  a  strong  proof  that 
ignorance  was  not  always  successful,  might  be 
found  in  the  battle  ot  Cannn.  Bnt,  instead  of 
seeking  out  the  few  cases  in  which  ignorant 
men  have  been  snccessfnl  warriors,  let  ns  look 
at  the  vast  number  of  instances  In  which  Indi- 
Tidroals  have  established  great  characters  for 
military  achievements.  In  all  the  instances  of 
great  military  renown,  we  find  that  it  was  ob- 
tained by  the  influence  of  ^e  very  qnalities 
which  the  gentleman  entirely  undervalues  and 
disregards. 

As  to  the  objection  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  the  sons  of  rich  men 
alone  went  to  the  Military  Academy,  Mr.  H. 
was  as  strongly  averse  to  such  a  practice  as  tho 
gentleman  himself  could  be ;  and  in  tho  other 
House,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had  made  a 
proposition  that  the  sous  of  soldiers,  who  had 
served  tliehr  conntiy,  should  be  chosen  as  cn- 
dets  for  West  Pointr— but  it  was  r^eeted.  As 
to  the  battles  gained  by  ignorant  men,  they 
were  generally  expl^ned  with  mnch  ease. 
They  either  arose  from  some  hicky  accident,  or 
wero  achieved  over  an  adversary  possessing 
oven  a  less  degree  oi  skill  and  jndgmeuL- 
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Sometimes,  also,  great  intrepidity,  without 
Judgment,  gained  great  advantages ;  but  it  was 
UDsafe  to  trust  in  such  good  fortune.  A  cao- 
tious  and  skilful  adversary  would  not  be  over- 
come in  this  manner.  Besides,  those  qualities 
which,  in  a  lower  grade  of  military  rank,  are 
useful  and  of  great  service,  do  not  suffice  in  a 
commander.  The  talents  which  mark  the 
character  of  a  General,  are  not  of  the  same 
grade  with  those  of  a  subordinate.  The  for- 
mer requires  a  great  fond  of  natural  common 
sense,  quickness  of  perception, ,  minute  ao- 
quuntanoe  with  human  oharacteTf  •  power  of 
inspiring  his  soldiera  with  confiMDce  in  his 
dincti<xii,  and  of  stutiuning  disoipUne  amongst 
them,  fie  most  be  able  to  understand  the 
character  of  bis  advoaary,  so  as  to  take  tiie 
best  advantage  of  his  movements.  It  was  trae 
that  a'man  who  was  not  a  proficient  in  military 
science  wonld  sometimes  be  as  well  calculated 
for  the  general  direction  of  an  action,  or  for 
the  assault  of  a  place,  as  a  better  ^ucated 
man,  because  experience  and  sound  judgment 
would  supply  the  place  of  science.  But,  give 
to  such  a  man  the  duty  of  arranging  and  con- 
Btructiog  the  works  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  a  post,  and  he  wonld,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  as  de- 
ficient as  myself.  Such  an  idea  as  this  might 
be  slighted  by  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  military  afiurs,  but  considerations  arose 
out  of  these  &ct8,  of  great  importance.  Tu  an 
ormy,  the  perfection  of  all  the  parts  was  the 
only  sure  ground  of  reliance  for  success. 
Therefore  it  was  essential  that  science  should 
be  generally  difihsed  among  its  officers.  For, 
after  all,  the  best  plans  were  often  overturned 
by  slight  accidents ;  and  the  greatest  victories 
often  depended  upon  the  promptitude,  the  in- 
telligence, and  the  judgment,  with  whidi  ^e 
subordinate  movements  were  made.  Thus  the 
greatest  science  in  the  General  might  bo  ren- 
dered useless,  by  the  want  of  skiUm  officers  to 
carry  his  commands  into  exocntion. 

As  to  the  naval  officers,  to  whom  the  gentle- 
man lud  allndedf  Ur.  H.  beUered  he  was,  in 
HHne  of  his  remarks,  in  error.  For  inatance, 
Commodore  Decatur  did  not  enter  the  Havy 
until  he  was  grown  to  manhood,  and  had  re- 
ceived a  good  edncation.  It  was  also  within 
the  knowledge  of  Hr.  H.  thai  Perry  was  an 
educated  man.  It  was  an  argument  which  had 
rather  surprised  him,  that  education  would  not 
render  our  officers  more  devoted  to  their  coon- 
try.  He  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  lib- 
eral course  of  instruction  would  servo  to  attadi 
them  to  the  country.  There  were  other  con- 
ndorations  of  some  importance.  Numerous 
instances  might  be  cited  in  which  the  charac- 
ters of  men,  engaged  in  warlike  pursuits,  were 
humanized  by  education.  Besides,  it  was  too 
lato  in  the  day  to  endeavor  to  depreciate  the 
benefits  of  education  in  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity. By  that  alraie  were  the  free  institu- 
tions of  our  country  sustained ;  and  when  the 
great  objecta  of  science  should  have  been 
neglected,  be  ahould  oondder  this  country  on 


the  high  road  to  destruction.  Ho  could  safe); 
say,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  tacts,  Uiti 
the  school  contemplated  in  uie  portion  at  tin 
bill  now  under  discussion,  was  oi  the  most  im- 
mediate necessity  to  our  Navy.  He  had  cts- 
versed  with  many  midshipmen,  and  he  fomid 
that  they  were  generally  of  that  situatioD  in 
life  in  which  their  parents  could  not  aSori  io 
educate  them.  The  Navy  was  not  a  serrice 
into  which  rich  men  sent  their  sons ;  and  it 
seemed  but  proper  that  the  Government  ehoold 
prepare  the  officers  in  their  youth  for  the  du- 
ties which  thqr  would  afterwarda  be  called  to 
perform.  He  felt  none  ai  the  didike  exprened 
oy  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  to  the 
indulgences  granted  these  young  men,  or  dM 
genteel  appearance  which  they  were  prqtedj 
ambitious  to  support.  Hr.  H.  widied  them  ta 
be,  as  far  08  pomUe,  accomplished  men,  vho 
would,  in  foreign  countries,  do  honor  to  the 
American  character.  They  had  shown  a  laud- 
able zeal  in  endeavoring  to  improve  themselTct, 
as  he  was  informed  that  the  system  had  bea 
generally  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the  Nstt, 
to  set  apart  a  portion  of  tlielr  pay  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Even  this,  he  had  no  doubt, 
was  productive  of  much  good  to  the  conntiy, 
as  it  conferred  much  credit  on  the  officen 
themselves.  Ifany  of  our  naval  officers  had 
shown  themaelvea  well  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  their  communications  with 
foreign  powers  hod  redounded  to  the  hooor  of 
themselves  and  of  the  nation.  Certainly  thcee 
men  deserved  the  favorable  consideration,  and 
the  most  liberal  treatment  from  the  Goveni- 
ment  The  country  was  in  every  respect  in- 
terested in  preparing  them,  by  a  proper  ednct- 
tion,  for  tho  aruoous  and  perilous  duties,  to  the 
performance  of  which  their  lives  were  devoted. 
Therefore,  he  considered  the  section  of  tlus 
bill,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Naval  School,  one  of  its  most  valuable  fea- 
tures, and  he  h(^>ed  it  would  meet  the  sancfion 
of  the  Senate. 

Kr.  Hatnb  eaii  he  could  not,  by  reoBon  of 
indisposition,  go  Into  the  argument  at  uij 
great  length ;  but  he  could  not  allow  this  ^ 
cnssion  to  pass  by  witliout  some  notice,  and  a 
statement  of  his  dissent  from  the  views  of  hii 
colleague.  He  has  argued  that  some  great  and 
distinguished  men  have  existed,  who  were  not 
indebted  to  the  education  of  an  Academy  fcf 
their  eminence.  He  might  even  have  gM» 
farther,  and  shown  that  great  men  have  ap- 
peared at  various  times,  who  raised  themselves 
entirely  by  the  force  of  natural  genius.  There 
are  many  cases  of  this  kind,  where  highly  ^* 
ed  men,  who  came  from  the  hands  of  uidif 
Creator  with  great  qualities,  have  trinmpbed 
over  their  adverse  conditions,  and  been  enabled 
to  educate  themselves,  at  least  in  the  V^^^ 
in  which  they  have  excelled.  But  docs  it  iw- 
low  frcm  this,  tiiat  education  is  of  no  uUlitjf 
Certainly  not  Such  men  as  ho  had  dcscjibed, 
who  had  known  the  want  of  early  or  'J*: 
tematio  instruction,  w«re  always  to  be  foand 
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among  the  most  etreQaona  advocates  of  edaca- 
tioo.    Franklin  was  aa  instance  of  this.  He 
was  deprived  of  earlj  edacation,  jet  his  whole 
life  was,  in  varioas  methods,  devoted  to  its 
advancement.     Gen.  Jackson  had  never  re- 
ceived any  Bcientifio  instruction  in  military 
parsaits ;  bat  he  had  been  heard  in  this  very 
Hall,  to  snpport  the  iatmat&  and  defend  the 
objeota  of  the  Military  Academy.  Generate 
Brown,  Soott,  and  TowsoD,  were  also  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  a  sdentifio  edncatlon,  and  yet 
were  among  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academjr;  and,  indeed,  there  was  no 
officer  of  eminence  who  was  not  absolutely 
friendly  to  that  insUtatimi.   Was  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that,  because  great  men  had  distin- 
gnislied  themselves  without  educaUoo,  that  it 
might  be  abolished?   Or  could  it,  from  such 
prenuMs,  be  argued  that  it  was  useless?  Mr. 
11.  then  enumerated  several  striking  instances 
of  individuals,  who  had  distinguished  them- 
selves without  the  benefit  of  regular  edacation 
in  naval  science.   But  he  observed  these  indi- 
viduals obtained  by  practioe,  by  the  qolckness 
of  their  perceptions,  and  the  closeness  of  their 
observations^  the  skill  and  experience,  by 
which  they  were  insured  the  victory.   It  was 
nautical  skill  which  led  to  all  these  triumphs. 
It  was  the  very  quality,  although  obtained  m  a 
different  way,  which  his  colleague  thought  of 
no  importanoe.   Every  genUemau  who  had  ex- 
perience in  these  matters,  would  reply  to  those 
ailments  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.   Men  who  had  been  in  actual  ser- 
vice, know  well  the  value  of  science  and  edu- 
cation, and  tliose  who  had  wanted  them  most, 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  their  absence,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  warlike  operations.   To  contend  that, 
because,  without  these  requisites,  victories  have 
been  gtUned,  they  are  useless,  would  wot  be  less 
unreasonable  than  to  declare,  beeaose  the  Mud 
of  Orleans  triumphed  over  the  enemies  of 
France,  our  defence  ought  to  be  intmsted  en- 
tirely to  women.    Had  his  colleague  referred 
to  the  bill  itself  he  would  not  have  needed  to 
ask  wko  would  go  to  a  Naval  School,  were  it 
established  ?   It  provides  that  the  midishipmen 
of  tlie  Navy,  already  in  the  service,  shall  be  en- 
tered there.   Hence,  it  would  not  be  devoted 
to  the  sons  of  the  rich,  as  had  been  intimated. 
The  midshipmen,  at  present,  are  educated  by 
the  chaplains,  on  board  the  ships.   Their  edu- 
cation was  very  deficient,  and  they  were  de- 
prived of  aljnost  every  description  of  appara- 
tus. Instead  of  thte  very  imperfect  system, 
^ald  a  Naval  School  be  established,  when- 
ever a  boy  was  admitted  into  the  Navy,  instead 
of  being  sent  directly  to  sea,  he  woold  be 
placed  in  the  school,  where  his  mind  would  be 
ibrtned,  and  his  attention  engaged  in  the  theory 
of  nantical  science.   All  the  rudiments  of  hU 
n^ession  will  be  taught  him  in  advance,  and 
will  go  into  actual  service  prepared  to  apply 
this  knowledge  to  practioe.   While  at  school, 
w  WIS  not  to  be  entirely  d^nired  of  an  op- 
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portunity  of  becoming  aoqtuunted  with  the  ele* 
ment  on  which  his  servioea,  in  after  life,  were 
to  be  required.  A  vessel  was  to  be  stationed 
on  the  coast,  in  connection  with  the  insUtution, 
in  which  it  was  intended  that  tlie  pupils  should 
make  short  voyages,  by  turns,  to  teach  them 
the  management  and  organization  of  a  ship 
uid  its  crew.  After  a  regular  pr^iminary 
course  of  stndles,  they  womd  be  sent  to  sea, 
for  a  term  of  four  or  five  years ;  and  on  their 
return,  would  agidn,  instead  of  q>ending  their 
time  in  idleness,  be  re-entered  at  the  schooL 

As  to  the  supposition  that  it  would  be  mere- 
ly a  plaoe  of  amusement,  he  would  observe, 
that,  if  the  institution  was  governed  like  that 
at  West  Point,  it  would  be  no  place  of  amuse- 
ment; but  one  of  laborious  study,  and  con- 
stant improvement.  His  colleague  aigued  cor- 
rectly, that,  if  the  Military  Academy  was  not 
useful,  neither  would  a  Naval  School  be  so. 
But  Mr.  H.  considered  that  to  be  a  conceded 
point  and  that  the  merits  of  that  establishment 
had  been  thoroughly  tested.  Whether  there 
was  or  was  not  any  fouidation  for  the  com- 

Slaint  of  favoritism  in  the  appointaient  of  cap 
ets  at  West  Point,  the  bill  on  the  table  would 
not  extend  or  increase  fiivoritiBm.  It  would 
not  add  a  single  individual  to  the  list  of  mid- 
shipmen; but  provide  for  the  education  of 
those  already  tn  the  service.  He  had  thought 
that  the  talents  of  the  youths  who  were  to  be 
admitted  to  West  Point  was  the  first  recom- 
mendation, and  their  being  the  sons  of  Revolu- 
tionary patriots  the  next.  He  had  never 
offered  but  two  candidates  for  appointments  to 
West  Point.  One  of  them  was  the  son  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  whose  family  was  left 
destitute,  and  he  received  it.  The  other  was 
sUll  pending,  and  was  a  similar  case  of  a  des- 
titute famlfy.  He  repeated,  HaX,  whatever 
miffht  be  the  inexpe^enoy  of  the  mannw  oi 
nuudttg  those  appointmenta,  it  did  not  ^>ply  to 
this  bill,  as  no  JUrection  was  aiven  as  to  tha 
appointments.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said,  ho 
was  happy  tJiat  his  colleague  agreed  to  the 
general  objects  of  the  bill.  He  should  have 
been  still  more  so,  had  he  been  in  favor  of  th« 
section  now  under  consideration,  and  was  sor- 
ry that  he  threatened  its  r^ection  from  the 
bill.  The  committee  considered  it  best  to  in- 
corporate all  the  objects  which  appeared  to 
them  important,  in  one  bill;  and  not  one  of 
them  appeared  to  him  to  promise  more  benefit 
to  the  Navy,  or  more  calcnlated  to  elevate  and 
improve  it,  than  the  establi^ment  of  a  Naval 
School.  The  opinion  of  the  Senate  would  be 
tested  by  their  vote;  and  as  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  the  bill  would  be  lost  by  retting 
the  section  In  question,  he  saw  no  reason  for 
presenting  it  in  a  distinct  form. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  oommcnt- 
ing  upon  the  West  Point  Academy,  read  sev- 
eral documents  relating  to  that  establishment, 
its  expenditures,  arrangements,  &c.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Ohio  knew  better  than  Mr.  S.  the 
value.  <tf  edaeati<n  in  officers  of  tlie  anny ;  nor 
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vas  he  disposed  to  doubt  that  Hiyor  Wood  bod 
rendered  ttiat  gentleman  very  important  ser- 
vices  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs.  But  he 
did  not  doubt  that  fort  would  have  been  de- 
fended  even  without  the  assistance  of  that  offi- 
cer. The  sentleman  mistook  him  in  suppos- 
ing that  he  DeUeved  ignorant  men  as  capable  of 
tiie  performance  of  militaiy  enterprises  aa 
learned  men.  But  it  was  not  necessary  to  con- 
fine all  the  learning  to  the  Uilitary  Academy. 
Hiere  were  plenty  of  colleges  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Fifty  cadets  were  sent  out  each 
year  to  act  as  engineers,  and  to  fill  vaoancies  in 
the  army.  Yet  there  was  no  fear  of  war. 
Who,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  to  come  and  make  war 
upon  us?  Will  the  Holy  Alliance  do  it?  They 
combined  to  put  down  certain  principles  in 
Europe,  bat  they  have  never  dared  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  America ;  and  it  did  not  ap- 
peiu"  to  him  that  any  other  power  or  combina- 
tion would  attempt  it.  It  was  well  known 
that  some  of  those  West  Point  engineers,  who 
were  now  crowding  the  army,  and  crowding 
the  woods,  recdvea  doable  p«y  for  theUr  ser- 
Tices:  one  pay  in  the  line  and  one  in  the 
woods,  where  they  employed  themselves  in 
making  what  they  term  reeonnois$anee$.  In 
1821  the  anny  was  reduced  to  its  present 
form ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
announced,  in  the  year  succeeding,  that  the 
oi^anization  had  been  found  expedient,  and  its 
elects  beneficial.  Yet  we  go  on  to  increase 
the  officers,  as  if  in  contemplation  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  army.  An  officer  had  told  him 
(Mr.  S.)  that  he  was  from  Green  Bay,  and  that 
uiere  were  a  immber  of  these  engineers  at  that 
place,  keeping  out  of  the  way,  and  doing  noth- 
ing under  neaven.  [Mr.  8.  here  read  some  fur- 
tlier  extracts  ftom  the  docnments,  stating  the 
conrse  of  studies,  &e.]  He  wished  to  know 
what  the  West  Point  cadets  had  to  do  with  the 
Frendi  and  Spanish  languages.  He  thought 
they  were  educated  to  be  soldiers  or  engineers. 
His  colleague  looked  upon  science  as  aa  suffi- 
cient in  naval  officers.  He  did  not  deny  that  it 
was  an  advantage;  but  that  was  no  reason 
why  a  midshipman  should  go  from  the  ship  to 
a  college.  It  was  not  there  that  this  education 
should  be  sought.  Besides,  it  wanted  different 
pursuits ;  and  the  science  of  the  Navy  must  be 
taught  at  sea.  It  was  not  education  alone  that 
mode  a  great  commander.  He  wanted  native 
talent  and  industry.  There  were  innumerable 
instances  which  would  prove  this  pontion. 
General  Washhigton  was  only  a  decently  good 
scholar:  and,  although  Bonaparte  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Hilita>7  Academy  of  Bri«me,  Ins 
career  oonid  not  be  attribnted  to  that  euue ; 
for  he  had  displayed  a  military  genius  even  in 
his  infancy.  And  when,  afterw^da,  he  crossed 
the  bridge  of  Lodi,  at  the  head  of  a  few  fol- 
lowers, and  planted  his  standard  on  the  ene- 
my's walls,  he  displayed  the  natural  spirit  and 
intrepidity  of  his  mind.  No  studies  at  a  Mili- 
taryu&.caaemy  would  ever  have  taught  him  the 
role  for  perfuming  that  desperate  action.  He 
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did  not  think  that  education  disqualified  yomtg 
men  for  action;  but  he  did  think  that  they 
might  be  penn^l  up  until  they  were  disqnali- 
fied.   No  military  leader  ever  had  such  com- 
manders to  fight  his  battles  as  those  of  Bona- 
parte :  yet  be  went  on  a  different  principle.  He 
selected  them  from  his  army,  and  it  was  by  hit 
judioiona  selections  that  he  gained  many  of  bb  | 
victories.    He  did  not  plead  for  ignorance;  I 
but  he  repeated  that  our  system  was  for  the  ' 
education  of  the  rich,  and  not  equally  for  dl  I 
classes.  He  did  not  reproach  the  rich  for  en- 
deavoring to  ensnre  to  their  sons  a  sclents 
education :  but  it  was  a  reproach  to  the  conn- 
try  that  these  favors  were  not  more  equally 
dispensed.    All  our  experience  has  been  ad- 
verse to  the  system  of  scientific  edncation  fix* 
military  men.    Washington  and  Jackson  sur- 
passed, in  their  achievements,  all  our  com- 
manders, and  theirs  were  not  scientific  con- 
qnests.    The  latter,  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  did  not  depend  upon  his  militaij  edo- 
oatlon.   He  was  among  his  men,  giving  a  good 
example,  and  sharing  their  dangers.   He  did 
not  take  a  safe  position,  and  send  off  orders  to 
be  performed  bjr  his  scientific  officers.  But, 
with  him,  planning  and  executing  went  hand 
in  hand ;  and  I  say,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  vic- 
tory achieved  by  him  at  New  Orleans  was 
never  surpassed  by  Napoleon.   To  return  to 
the  Naval  School,  it  apjwared  unnecessary,  be- 
cause there  was  education  on  l>oard  already. 
The  midshipmen  are  instnicted  in  all  the  neocs-  j 
sary  branches,  and  are  thoroughly  examined  in  I 
mathematics,  and  other  branches  of  science,  j 
before  they  are  received.  Their  instmctors  are 
the  chaplains  of  the  ships.   The  President  ap*  ! 
points  these  ehaplans,  and  yet  the  gentlemen 
say,  that  education  bos  been  so  mnch  n^leet- 
ed,  that  a  Naval  Academy  is  wanted,  althon^ 
the  chaplains  must  have  much  Insure  to  devote 
to  the  duty  of  education.   They  are  the  proper  ' 
men  for  this  task.   If  they  are  not,  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  Senate.   And  if  they  n^lected  to 
send  good  men  into  the  Navy,  in  this  capacity, 
would  they  do  any  better  if  a  Naval  Academy 
were  established?    As  to  accomplishments, 
said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  willing  that  our  naval  officers 
should  become  accomplished,  as  far  as  was 

E roper  and  compatible  with  their  line  of  life, 
tut  he  did  not  wish  to  harbor  a  host  of  idlers, 
who  would  do  neither  themselves  nor  the  conn- 
try  service.  If  we  look  at  the  list  of  cadets  at 
West  Point,  how  many  of  them  go  into  the 
army !  I  have  sud,  observed  Ibr.  S.,  to  pai^ 
ents  who  bare  applied  to  have  their  Boaa 
placed  there :  Why  do  you  not  educate  yonr 
children  at  hornet  They  have  answered  that 
it  was  more  easily  done  at  West  Point.  *  As  to 
the  project  now  before  na,  I  say,  that  the  water 
is  the  element  for  the  Navy.  Do  not  bring 
your  naval  officers  on  land.  If  their  present 
education  is  not  sufficiently  attended  to  on 
board,  the  fault  can  be  amended.  If  the  Pres- 
ident does  not  do  hb  dnty-4f  he  nominates  a 
blockhead  to  mi  the  ofBce  of  chaptein,  it  is  bii 
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iiiult,  and  he  is  re^nsible  for  it.  I  know  of 
very  few  who  go  to  West  Point  for  any  other 
purpose  bat  to  finish  their  edacatlon,  and  it 
-n-ilt  be  the  same  in  a  Naval  Academy.  They 
o'otained  at  West  Point  every  aocomplisfament, 
nith  the  exception  of  dancing;  and  he  had 
audorstood  that  a  dancing-master  was  much 
wontod,  who  would  doubtless  improve  the 
voung  gentlemen  very  essentially  in  their 
knowledge  of  tacUcs.  In  conclusion,  Ur.  S. 
said,  that  he  approved  of  the  other  provisions 
of  Uiis  bill ;  but,  for  the  Naval  School,  which 
was  here  proposed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  vague 
manner,  withont  det^ls,  he  could  not  vote.  If 
tliis  pomon  of  the  bill  were  retuned,  he  should 
not  vote  for  the  bill,  vhich  he  Bhoold  other- 
wise be  disposed  to  do. 

Ur.  Macon  sold  he  Mt  bound  to  say  something 
in  relation  to  this  bill.   The  Naval  School  now 
proposed  was  one  of  the  steps  which  the  Gov- 
ernment was  taking  towarcu  a  state  of  thin^ 
which  ho  dreaded.   About  appropriations,  said 
Mr.  iL,  I  shall  say  nothing;  becaose  you  all 
know  my  conduct.   I  ask,  is  this  Academy 
wanted  at  this  time  ?   And  I  ask  it  because  the 
Chairman  of  tlio  Committee  on  Finance  says 
the  revenue  is  short ;  and  if  it  is  not  necessary 
at  this  time,  it  had  better  be  let  alone.   It  was 
said  that  it  was  bat  a  small  sum  that  was  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  in  this  way  that  oar  reve> 
nne  was  taken  feom  ns,  drop  by  drop.  I  would 
ask  one  qaestion  in  rolation  to  this  law.  Have 
oar  naval  officers  ever  ^own  a  want  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  science  of  their  profession?  If 
not,  where  is  the  peculiar  necessity,  at  this 
time,  of  providing  an  establishment  for  their 
education?   Battles  are  generally  won  by  the 
exercise  of  coolness  and  good  sonnd  common 
sense.    I  have  no  idea  that  an  elaborate  educa- 
tion is  required  to  make  a  man  fight  a  success- 
ful battle.   The  greatest  fool  I  ever  knew  was 
the  greatest  classical  schohu-.    In  support  of 
tliis  position,  if  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I 
will  relate  a  story,  the  troth  of  which  can  be 
Tooched  for:  When  Governor  Tryon  was  in 
office  in  North  Carotina,  his  wife  was  sdd  to 
have  rather  more  knowledge— of  hdnuin  na- 
ture, at  any  rote— than  her  Ensband.  He  took 
two  yonng  men  into  his  office  to  stody  the  law 
— oDo  was  firom  Rhode  Island,  and  the  other 
Virginia.    Urs.  Tryon,  in  conversation 
with  these  yonng  men,  asked  them  about  the 
great  men  in  their  States.   AVell,  they  told  her 
over  all  the  men  who  had  great  characters  for 
classicd  learning ;  bat  she  sud  she  had  heard 
of  Colonel  Caswell  and — [the  name  escaped  the 
Reporter.]    Oh,  said  they,  these  are  merely 
tnea  of  common  education ;  they  have  no  sci- 
ence and  no  learniog :  in  fact,  they  are  igno- 
rant men ;  and  one  began  life  as  a  constable, 
and  the  other  as  a  clerk  in  a  parish  church. 
One  of  these  men  had  distingnisned  himself  in 
battle,  and  both  were  skuftil  commanders. 
Thne  were  two  other  meti,  said  Mr.  M.,  who 
were  never  beaten  by  the  enemy,  who  had  no 
l>t«teaak»i9  to  edncatioD,  and,  hi  fiact,  had  no 
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great  need  of  it  Bnt  I  forget  the  end  of  my 
story.  Wen,  it  happened  that  these  two  per- 
sons came  to  Governor  Tryon's  house,  and,  at 
dinner,  Mrs.  Tryon  sat  between  them,  and  kept 
them  in  conversation.  After  they  had  gone, 
she  said  to  the  two  young  men,  "  I  thought 
you  told  me  that  those  gentlemen  were  unedu- 
cated. I  find  it  quite  otherwise,"  Tlie  two  stu- 
dents maintained  that  what  they  had  said  was 
true,  and  she  concluded  the  conversation  by 
saying,  *'  that  God  had  educated  those  individ- 
Ufds,  and  done  it  better  than  it  could  have  been 
done  by  any  coUege  in  the  world."  Ur.  U. 
doubted  whether  the  greatest  man  in  the  conn- 
try  would  have  been  improved  by  edacation. 
He  mis^t  have  been  made  greater  In  the  fixing 
of  periods  and  the  framing  of  sentences;  but 
he  would  not  have  been  made  greater  in  mind, 
by  all  the  books  in  the  world.  The  rounding 
off  a  period  is  not  the  most  perfect  sign  of 

freatness.  Such  a  perfection  would  have  mode 
atrick  Henry  less  great  than  he  was.  His  ge- 
nins  would  have  been  trammelled  by  classical 
study.  So  it  was  with  Franklin.  His  want  of 
education  probably  made  iiim  the  greater  man. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  old  women  beat  the 
doctors ;  and  I  think  it  applies  to  other  pur- 
suits as  well  as  that  of  medicine.  One  thing 
he  was  very  much  opposed  to ;  and  that  was, 
the  Executive  discretion — ^which  was  intro- 
duced into  this  bill,  as  well  as  most  others. 
New  things  were  continually  brought  forward ; 
and  it  seemed  to  htm  that  the  Navy  was  to  tote 
all  the  rest  through — I  say  tote,  as  it  is  a  word 
which  is  understood  in  the  Southern  States.  I 
don't  think  of  the  Navy  as  othen  do.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  Navy  was  ever  built  for  de- 
fence. It  is  intended  for  conquest ;  and  I  don^t 
wish  to  conquer  other  nations.  We  have  gone 
far  enough  in  acquiring  territory.  We  began 
with  Louisiana,  and  the  Western  people  were 
eati^ed  with  its  purchase.  Next  we  acquired 
Florida ;  and  now  we  want  Cuba.  As  to  pre- 
paring for  war  in  peace,  I  dont  believe  In  the 
propriety  of  the  system.  The  moment  we  get 
throngh  me  war,  we  prepare  for  another ;  and 
when  people  are  ready  for  it,  they  are  sure 
^ways  to  fight  Now,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed neeesrity  of  edocaUng  naval  officers  for 
tiieir  profession,  I  am  not  one  who  thinks  it  in 
any  way  necessary  And,  on  this  point,  let  me 
say,  that  most  of  the  great  naval  commanders 
have  been  oncducated.  De  Rnyter  was  a  cabin 
boy,  and  rose  to  command  and  conquer  by  dint 
of  that  thing  of  which  I  have  been  speaking, 
which  God  gives  to  people.  In  this  way  of 
preporing  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  you  have 
nothing  to  support  a  war  with  when  it  comes, 
and  the  country  is  inundated  with  paper 
money.  We  talk  abont  the  example  of  Eng- 
land. But  I  do  not  wish  our  imitatim  of  that 
nation  to  go  too  £u-.  Ixk^  at  her  condition. 
With  a  fine  ooontry,  she  is  ovemin  with  pan- 
pers.  She  has  to  keep  up  her  army  and  navy, 
and  sni^«t  her  poor.  The  peoplQ  of  this 
conntry  are  taxed  hard  mmffi  now.  Huj 
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trant  DO  more  expenclitares  to  increase  the 
taxes.  Bat  we  are  told  that  this  college  is  to 
co9t  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing :  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Soath  Carolina  sa^s  there  is  to  be 
no  extra  expense.  Well,  sir,  it  is  always  so. 
"When  we  begin  any  expense,  it  is  yerj  Bmoll — 
Tery  trifling— bnt  as  ve  go  on,  these  things 
grow  with  our  growth,  and  strengthen  wiUi 
our  strength.  And  I  tiiink  that,  Q  this  pro- 
vision is  adopted,  there  is  not  one  here  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  snm  which  this  school 
will  cost  It  is  a  very  easy  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  responsibility  of  l^islating,  by  lea-ring  the 
details  to  Executive  discretion.  Bat  there 
were  many  things  in  relation  to  this  establish- 
ment, if  it  were  to  be  authorized  by  Congress, 
which  ought  to  be  looked  to.  It  ought  to  be 
decided  who  the  cadeta  shoold  be,  who  went 
there.  And  tf  they  go,  th«r  on^t  fint  to  be 
sent  to  sea,  to  discorer  whethor  tbey  have  a 
gift  for  the  profession— for  I  am  a  great  believ- 
er in  fpfts — and  beUeve  that  not  only  poeta,  but 
beroes  are  born  to  their  trade.  I  say,  Biud  "itr. 
M.,  that  the  cadets  at  this  projected  institution 
will  be,  as  they  are  at  West  Point,  the  sons  of 
rich  men  exclasively,  or  nearly  so.  WeU^  sir, 
what  will  yon  do  with  all  these  restless  spirits, 
after  yon  have  taught  t^em  the  trade  of  ormst 
Can  yon  expect  to  keep  the  country  at  peace, 
when  it  is  fall  of  soldiers?  Don^t  you  see  that 
these  men  must  have  fighting  to  do,  to  keep 
them  from,  doin^  mischief  1  I  nad  a  list  of  the 
sons  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  empire  who  were 
at  West  Pdnt ;  and  I  dionld  reoIlT  be  afraid 
to  show  it.  Is  this  Hie  way  to  seek  ont  mili- 
tary talents  t  to  take  the  son  of  ererr  great 
man,  and  leave  obscure  abilities  to  lie  i^ef  It 
Is  a  bad  system.  I  believe  there  is  talent  in 
the  country  for  every  emergency — and  1  be- 
lieve we  shall  never  have  better  ofBcers  in  the 
line,  than  we  bad  in  the  Bevolution,  when  eda- 
eation  for  the  military  service  could  not  be 
had.  You  mnst  appoint  officers  that  yonr  men 
will  follow — men  that  can  command  their  sol- 
diers. Courage,  after  all,  is  the  requisite  qual- 
ity— and  of  that  we  have  a  great  plenty.  Cour- 
age is  like  cider.  It  is  good  for  nothing  until  it 
works ;  and  true  courage  never  begins  to  work 
until  it  comes  near  the  enemy.  A  man  may  be 
very  good  at  plannincr,  and  in  the  sciences,  and 
yet  not  good  for  ilghl^.  We  are  told,  that 
this  edocation  fbr  the  Kavy,  is  to  cost  nothing 
— and  that  the  establishment  is  to  do  great 
good  without  any  expense.  These  are  very 
mir  promises — but,  does  anybody  believe  that 
they  will  hold  out  ?  Did  we  ever  count  the 
cost  of  any  plan — or  stop  at  any  increase? 
We  are  always  advancing  in  expense.  We 
have  just  raised  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  $6,000,  altbongfa  he  hod  enough  be- 
fore. I  recollect  when  Gideon  Granger  was  in 
the  office,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it.  A  gen- 
tleman firom  Pennsylvania  asked  if  the  swary 
was  enough  for  the  office,  and  the  duty.  It 
was  answered,  yes — ^but  it  was  not  enough  for 
the  man.   "Well,  then,"  rqjoined  the  gentie- 
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man  from  Pennsylvania,  "let  him  refiga,  and 
we  will  get  another."  They  had  within  a  few 
years  created  a  Board  of  Navy  Conunianoners, 
which  was  to  be  a  saving  also ;  but  it  taxiied 
ont  that  they  got  good  fat  salaries,  and  so  will 
the  professors  of  your  Naval  Schocd.  Thej 
won't  work  for  nothing.  Fonnerly  two  men 
were  sufficient  for  doorkeepers,  &c.,  to  tbe  two 
Houses ;  bnt  now  there  is  a  regiment.  I  recol- 
lect, said  Mr,  M.,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Hr.  Smitd)  remembers  it  too,  when 
the  clerks,  in  the  offices  of  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia, had  to  work  at  night.  Now  we  de- 
crease the  labor,  and  increase  their  nnmbers 
and  their  salaries.  Our  greatest  midbrtnne 
was,  during  the  war,  that  we  had  no  men  of 
experience.  It  was  s^d,  that  some  of  the  offi- 
cers were  too  old,  and  had  forgot  what  they 
once  knew.  Then  there  were  l£e  Toimg  men 
who  bad  no  experience,  and  between  tbesn  we 
were  found  very  defident  The  gentleman 
from  Karyland  says,  that  the  cadets  at  "West 
Point  are  all  "^oor  men*s  sons.  I  would  adc 
the  gentleman  whether  these  poor  peo[de  ii*d 
no  rich  kin,  or  whether  their  ancestors  were 
not  rich;  because  the  rich  always  have  tbe 
preference,  and  are  taken  first.  I  shall  go,  said 
Mr.  M.,  no  farther.  These  are  my  thoughts  on 
the  establishment  of  a  Naval  School,  and  as 
nobody  had  previously  expressed  than,  1 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hatkb  said  he  rose  with  no  other  purpose 
than  to  correct  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  did  not  say,  as  the  gentleman  sup- 
poses, that  the  establishment  of  a  Naval  SchoM 
would  require  no  extra  eicpense.  I  said  mer^, 
that,  with  regard  to  tlie  pupils,  there  would  be 
no  extra  expense,  because,  as  they  are  now  in 
the  service,  they  would  receive  the  pay  onb^ 
which  tliey  would  receive  were  there  no  Acad- 
emy. But  there  will  be  an  additional  expense 
for  professors  and  teachers.  The  bill  proposes 
that  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
form  a  plan  for  the  institution,  to  be  submitted 
to  Congress  at  the  next  session.  The  details 
were,  therefore,  not  now  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  'whole  matter  would  be  before  them 
next  year.  There  was  another  misapprehen- 
sion in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  He  supposes  that  there  was 
no  it&nkmy  in  our  officers.  In  this  be  was 
mistaken,  ft  was  that  defideney  wbid  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  a  Naval  Academy.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  correctly  stated, 
uiat  many  of  our  midshipmen  were  found  defi- 
cient in  mathematical  knowledge,  and  it  was 
because  they  bad  no  advantages  for  tbe  attain- 
ment of  the  science.  It  was  s^d  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  that  some  men  came  frcon 
the  hand  of  their  Creator,  great,  in  despite  of 
the  absence  of  education — that  God  made 
them  great.  This  was  true ;  and  sudi  minds 
nsually  broke  through  the  trammels  of  their 
condition,  and  beuune  distingaished  by  the 
mere  force  of  genius.  But  what  shall  we  do 
I  with  the  laige  mass  of  misda  of  a  ooDunon 
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order,  nnendowed  with  these  great  natural 
qnolities?  Their  hnmbler  talents  mast  be 
turned  to  serrioeable  account:  for  splendid  tal- 
ents are  not  snffloientlj  abundant  to  supply  the 
ranks  of  any  prpfesnon.  If  we  agree  in  this, 
then  education  is  important.  If  we  refer  to 
milicai7  matters,  we  ought  to  consult  military 
men :  if  to  nsTal  affairs,  we  ooght  to  ask  the 
opinions  of  our  naval  heroee — and  they  believe 
that  the  plan  now  proposed  is  the  beat,  for  the 
intere^  Doth  of  the  swrioe  and  Ha  comtry. 

l£r.  Uaoov  said,  in  r^>Iy,  that  he  was  con- 
Tinoed  of  the  foct  that  there  was  no  defideney 
in  the  oflSoers  <tf  the  STavy.  He  had  been  told 
hy  an  officer  of  the  Navy,  nuiny  years  ago,  that 
Congress  was  ruiniiw  the  Navy.  He  said  there 
were  officers  called  Congress  officers,  who  were 
appointed  without  the  proper  qnalifiootions, 
and  that  circumstance  gave  rise  to  the  rela- 
tion that  midshipmen  should  not  be  promoted 
untU  they  had  been  examined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Shitii,  of  South  CaroUno, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 


Si-TOBDAT,  Fetoiary  17. 
0&i$  TurrgAie. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbndrioks,  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  United  States  to  subscribe  for  stock 
in  the  Columbus  and  Sandusky  Tnmpike  Com- 
pany, was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smm,  of  South  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  project  If  no  other  person  would  nuso 
a  voice  against  this  system,  he  should  consider 
it  his  duty  to  do  so.  They  h^  riven  the 
States  land,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  proper 
to^ve  again:  bnt  the  Government  ought  to 
keep  oat  of  these  pemicioos  .co-partne»hips. 
Th^  had  subscribed  for  canal  and  road  stock 
in  many  instances,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
SBBut  the  companies  to  complete  their  works, 
not  to  share  any  profit ;  and,  after  having  paid 
tbt^  share  of  Uie  expenses,  then  they  sold  ont 
their  stock  for  a  song,  and  left  the  companies 
to  reap  the  benefit  Congress  was  fitst  becom- 
ing a  finished  stock-jobber ;  falling  into  every 
project  that  was  set  afloat,  and  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  next  that  would  be  known, 
the  UiUted  States  would  be  deeply  engaged  in 
the  Woollen  Manufacture.  They  had  already 
engaged  in  banking,  and  were  speculating 
hugely  in  bank  stock — and  Heaven  only  knew 
they  wotdd  engage  in  next  He  was  an 
vaeaj  to  these  schemes,  and  he  would  repeat 
U-^ve  land  if  you  will,  no  matter  if  yon  give 
teasectHmsoneaohddeof therood;  bntfaep 
ont  tt  these  profitless  partnerships. 

Mr.  Macon  remarked,  that  he  saw  in  his  seat 
»  gentleman,  who,  he  believed,  was  one  of  tiie 
firat  settlers  of  Tennessee,  and  also  one  who 
Knew  something  of  the  first  settlement  of  Eeu- 
tticky.  That  country  was  well  settled  before 
the  war :  and  how  was  it  settled  ?  The  United 
States  made  no  roads  tor  Uie  people:  but, 
•naebow  or  other,  thqr  got  along  without 


[Sbkatb. 

them.  How  was  Pennsylvania  settled?  and, 
indeed,  how  were  all  new  States  settled  at 
first  f  Why,  Uiey  had  to  work  their  own  way, 
and  do  as  well  as  they  could.  It  was  a  new 
thing  to  him,  this  making  of  roads ;  and  he 
thought  it  going  a  step  too  far,  and  an^ipating 
prosperity.  Indeed,  every  thing  seemed  to  him 
to  have  changed,  of  late  years,  in  respect  to  the 
new  States,  wad  certtunly,  he  thought,  not  for 
the  better. 

Hr.  BxBBiKN'  said  that,  as  be  understood  &e 
bill  at  present,  this  was  a  donation  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  of  a  quantity  of  land,  the  value 
which  had  not  been  stated  to  wb  Senate.  He 
wished  to  tnqnire  the  value  d  the  land  whidi 
it  was  now  proposed  to  give  away ;  and,  also, 
what  security  Congress  had,  that  it  wonld  be 
applied  to  the  objects  contemplated!  UntU 
these  items  of  information  were  obtained,  the 
Senate  were  legislating  in  the  dark,  and  were 
granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  a  parcel  of  land, 
without  any  guarantee  that  it  would  be  devoted 
to  ud  the  construction  of  the  road  in  question. 

Mr.  Hkndbioss  remarked,  that  this  was  said 
to  be  a  donaUon ;  hot  he  conridered  it  to  have 
hem  riven  in  the  same  manner  as  the  hind  in 
rid  of  the  canals ;  and  that  the  United  States 
would  grin  a  benrilt  from  it^  in  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  contiguous  lands.  Jn 
this  case,  two  sections  deep  of  land  were  given 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  while  all  the  land 
on  the  eastern  side  was  the  property,  still,  of 
the  United  States.  As  to  the  lands,  they  were 
mostly  wild  lands,  and,  he  believed,  they  were 
in  the  market  at  tne  minimnm  price  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents.  This  was  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  ^ve ;  bnt  he  would  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  petition  of  the  Legislattire 
of  Ohio,  which  was  on  the  Secretary's  table. 
In  r^ard  to  the  guarantee  which  Congress 
would  have  for  the  proper  applicaUon  of  these 
lands,  it  existed  in  tne  good  faith  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  which,  he  thought,  might  be  cent- 
ered sufficient  It  would  also  be  observed,  that 
the  land  was  granted  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  riding  the  rood,  and  it  could  not  be  applied 
otherwise.  As  to  the  time  of  making  the  road, 
he  saw  no  objection  to  limiting  the  State  in 
that  respect 

Mr.  CiiANnLKH  said  that  the  protect  was,  in 
his  view,  ritc^ther  inexpedient  and  Improper. 
The  State  of  Ohio  contained  a  population  of 
800,000  souls,  and  yet  they  asked  for  asdstauce 
to  make  a  road ;  and  demanded  of  Congress  to 
give  two  sections  of  land,  to  what  custanoe 
Uiey  were  not  told.  Besides,  in  making  tUa 
grfldit,  the  company  was  not  restricted  from 
taxing  the  people  snd  the  Government,  by  tolls, 
rithongh  Congress  was  to  make  the  road  for 
them.  He  thou^t  the  people  of  Ohio  were 
able  to  make  their  own  roads ;  and,  under  this 
opinion,  he  should  move  to  lay  tiie  bill  upon 
the  table.   He,  however,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Hr.  Maoon  srid,  that  the  State  of  Ohio,  he 
knew,  conld  not  tax  the  publio  lands  for  five 
years  after  they  were  sold;  and  gentlemen 
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talked  of  thU,  u  if  it  were  a  great  hardship. 
But  tt  alwayi  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  beuefit 
to  the  State,  rather  than  an  ii^nry.  It  would 
do  the  State,  he  thought,  very  Uttle  good  to 
tax  people  when  they  had  firrt  settled  in  a  wild 
oonntryf  and  when  they  had  nothing  to  p«y 
taxes  with.  It  was  BOppoied  that  the  State 
ought  to  w^t  nntil  they  had  loraped  a  little 
■ometlung  together,  befinre  they  began  to  tax 
them ;  and  not  lay  a  tax  on  poor  people  in  the 
woods,  who  had  aa  mnch  as  they  ooold  do  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together.  The  exemption 
from  taxation  for  five  years,  seemed  to  him  to 
have  been  ot  great  benefit  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  it  had  brought  in  people  to  settle^  and  tn 
that  way  increased  the  popnhUion. 

After  a  continuation  of  the  debate  by  Uesnrs. 
IVooDBCBT,  Habbisoh,  Cbjjtdiab,  Johkboh  of 
Kentm^,  Suth  of  UaryUud,  Holmu,  and 
Buoouta,  the  ammdmant  was  adopted,  19  to 
16 ;  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  mgroMed 
for  a  tUrd  reading. 


TcuDAT,  March  1. 
Th6  UniiaA  Statet,^  Cftorgia,  and  the  Creek 
IndUtru. 

Mr.  Bektos',  from  the  Select  Committee  on 


[Hatch,  18t7. 

the  Kessage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  5th  FelHnarr,  in  relatum  to  the 
differowes  b^em  the  United  States  and 
Georgia,  made  a  long  report;  which  was 
read. 

The  report  ocmdodes  with  the  following  res- 

olutiim: 

Jtetotved,  That  tb«  Pr«ffidentof  the  United  States 
be,  rMpectfally,nqaestad  to  contlDae  U«  czertioas 
to  obuin  from  the  Creek  ladisu  a  r^nqirishiBMa 
of  any  otaim  to  luds  witUa  tfw  Units  of  GengiB. 


Fkdat,  Maroh  3. 

The  resolotlon  accompanying  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Georgia  diffieol- 
Ues,  was  taken  op,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Yicx  Fbbsidknt  ihen  swd  that  he  rose 
in  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  yesterday,  and 
having  offered  the  Senators  his  best  wishes  for 
a  safe  and  happy  return  to  tlidr  homesy  retired 
from  the  chair. 

tfr.  Bau;  from  the  committee  to  wut  on 
the  President,  reported  that  he  had  no  farther 
communication  to  make  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  a«yonnied,  *n« 
die. 
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Uotdat,  December  4, 1836. 

At  twelve  oVlock  the  House  was  called  to 
order,  by  Hon.  John  W.  Tatloe,  of  New  York. 
Speaker  of  the  Honse.  The  roll  being  called 
over  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoase,  (Mattbsw  St. 
Claib  Clakeb,  Esq.,)  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-eight Representatives  and  three  Delegates 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  usaal  message  having  been  interchanged 
with  the  Senate,  a  committee  was  ordered  to 
be  appointed,  jointly  with  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  wait 
on  the  Frerident,  tad  announce  to  him  the  or- 
gaoiza^n  ot  the  two  Honsea, 


TuiSDXT,  December  5. 

Ur.  Latobop,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed  to  wut  on  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
otate^  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  m  sesuon,  and  ready  to  reoMve  any  oom- 
moDication  he  might  be  pleased  to  muce,  re- 
iwrted  that  they  had  attended  to  the  duty  as- 
•i^ed  them,  and  that  the  Preudent  had  re- 
plied that  he  would  send  a  communication  to 
both  Honaes  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message,  with  accompaoying  documents, 
was  then  received  from  the  President,  by  the 
handa  of  Hr.  JonN  Adams,  his  private  secre- 
tary,and  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  [For 
ICeasage,  see  Senate  Proceedings,  p.  266.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathbof,  the  Message  and 
docnments  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  the  state  ttf  the  Unimi, 
and  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 
for  the  nae  of  the  membera. 


KoHSAT,  Deo^ber  18. 
Emigraiion  of  Indian*. 
A  resolntion  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  UoLkAV, 
of  Ohio,  on  the  16th  instant,  was  taken  np^  and 
rnd,  as  follows : 

**  JZcMlwd;  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  be  directed 
to  CMDiniidoale  to  tbla  House  any  Infimnatim  In 


his  department,  not  heretofore  communicated,  in 
rdaUon  to  the  disposition  of  the  KvenJ  Indian 
tribes,  wtthiD  tbe  United  States,  to  emigrate  west  of 
the  Mississippi ;  and  whether  there  are  any  obstacles 
to  their  remoTkl,  known  to  the  department ;  and,  if 
so,  his  o[aoIoD  as  to  the  method  beat  calculated  to 
overcome  them ;  and  whether  tlie  teachers  of  schools 
now  in  operation  among  them,  are  Avorable  to  the 
policy  of  their  removal ;  and  whether,  in  ttie  event 
of  an  appropriation  being  made  to  defray  the  ex> 
pense  of  such  removal  and  settlement,  there  are  any 
reasons  to  aathoriie  the  belief  that  they  will  co- 
operate in  the  measure." 

Hr.  TiBTOit  moved  to  ammd,  bj  ad£ng  the 
fidlowing: 

"  Also,  any  Information  showing  the  progress  any 
of  said  tribes  have  made  in  civilizatioo,  and  partlo* 
ulariy  in  the  art  of  agriculture ;  wliat  tribes  have 
manifested  a  disporition  to  emtgrete,  and  what,  if 
any,  are  unwilUng  to  do  so,  and  their  objections 
agidnst  the  measure :  whether  they  are  acquainted 
with  tbo  nature  and  situation  of  the  country  to 
wUoh  they  an  to  be  removad;  and  to  what  putio> 
ubr  district  or  Astrtcts  of  country  west  of  tbe  His* 
risidppi,  they  ought,  hi  his  opinion,  to  be  removed: 
wliether  they  are  wilfing  to  abandon  tlie  chase,  and 
depend,  for  their  sub^stence,  upon  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life ;  whether 
thiey  have  been  made  cleariy  to  understand  the  na- 
ture and  form  of  the  Government  pnKioaed  to  be 
instituted  over  them;  wbetlier  tbe  cnieu,  head-men, 
and  people,  of  the  tribes,  are  willing  to  dissolve  their 
existing  political  relations;  whether  they  are  will- 
ing the  United  States  should  create  a  Government 
over,  and  make  lawg  for  them ;  whether  they  are 
willing  to  change  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  and  hold 
them  m  severalty ;  whether  the  tribes  west  of  tbe 
Hisnssippt  are  willing  the  Indians  In  the  States  and 
Tefritcwtes  dionld  be  concentrated  in  their  country ; 
wlietber  tb^  are  advised  of  tlM  intentions  and  ob> 
jects  of  the  Government,  and  are  also  willing  to 
come  into  its  measures ;  whether  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  Iwlieve  the  Indians  now  in  the  States  and 
Territories  will,  upon  removal,  be  able  to  provide  for 
Uiemaeives  the  means  of  subdstence,  without  the  aid 
of  tiie  Government ;  the  probable  annual  expense 
9t  the  aeoeaHry  nroUas  ot  food,  and  the  nnmbac 
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of  years  such  aid  would  be  required ;  tbe  protwble 
annual  expense  of  educating  their  children,  mod  of 
the  aasistance  and  instructioo  Deceaearj  to  be  given 
them  in  acricultare  and  the  arts;  with  an  wtunate 
of  the  probable  annuai  expense  of  the  GoTemment 
proposed  to  be  instituted  over  them,  and  of  the  mil- 
itary force  necessary  for  the  presemUon  <d  peace 
and  the  execution  of  the  lam." 

Mr.  JAolxxv  was  as  dednxu  of  obtaining 
every  kind  of  Information,  having  the  remotest 
bearing  on  this  subject,  as  any  gentleman  in 
the  Ilonse ;  nor  was  it  his  wi^  to  impede  the 
inquiry  asked  by  the  gentlemaii  from  Ohio :  at 
the  same  time,  he  would  greatly  prefer  having 
the  propositions  of  the  gentleman,  now  pro- 
I>osea  as  on  amendment,  made  the  snbject  of  an 
original  and  independent  resolution.  The  gen- 
tleman conld  not  bat  be  aware,  and  so  most  the 
House  be,  generally,  that  macb,  nay,  the  Car 

Cter  ptut,  of  ihQ  biformation  desired  is  not 
_  assession  of  the  Department,  and,  of  coarse, 
cannot  be  commanicated.  As  to  many  of  the 
pointa,  every  gentleman  in  the  House  was,  prob- 
ably, as  well  mfimned  as  the  Department;  they 
cert^aly  possessed  the  same  opportnnity  to  be- 
come so.  Tbe  resdntion,  as  origtoolly  pre- 
Bonted,  contained  sufficient  inquiry  to  put  Con- 
gress in  possession  of  all  that  was  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  judge  whether  any,  and  what, 
lcf;istation  was  requisite.  The  gentleman  from 
'  Ohio  colls  for  a  general  history  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  Indion  tribes ;  the  military  force  re- 
quired to  guard  it,  and  the  total  expense  of 
gathering,  preserving,  and  maintaining  the 
tribes,  ^-hcn  removed.  There  was,  sorely,  no 
need  of  appending  on  inquiry  of  this  extent  to 
the  simple  proposition  he  had  offered  to  the 
Honse,  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  OHuent  to  witndraw  the  amendment, 
and  let  the  orifi^nal  rescdntion  be  passed  by  the 
House. 

Hr.  OwBK,  of  Alabama,  thought  that  the 
propositions  included  in  the  amendment,  were 
BO  numerous  and  so  diversified,  that  the  Uouse 
«ODld  scarcely  be  in  a  state  c»  preparation  to 
TOte  upon  them  at  this  time.  Toe  subject 
would,  ere  long,  come  oflacially  before  the 
House,  when  they  would  be  called  to  act  on ; 
it  with  dcUbcration.  The  amendment  was  cal- 
culated to  draw  on  a  discussion,  in  which  the 
merits  of  the  general  question  would  unavoida- 
bly be  mixed  up.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  dis- 
cussion ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment,  for  the  iH>esent^  upon  the  table. 

The  Chiur  daoided  that  this  course  would  not 
train  order;  if  the  amendment  was  Md  on  tiie 
table,  the  original  resolatioa  must  be  also. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wmanr,  of  Ohio,  the  res- 
olution of  Mr.  Ho£uv,  with  Mr.  Vintox's 
amendment  thereto,  were  both  hud  on  the  table. 

Quapaw  Indiam. 

The  resolution  Mi  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Vin- 
ton, on  the  16th  instant,  was  token  up  and  road, 
as  follows : 

.  **  JeMoftp^ThattheSeeretaiyof  Warbedireoted 


to  communicate  to  this  House  tbe  instroctions  to 
tbe  commissionera  for  negotiating  with  the  Qo^ia' 
nation  of  Indians  the  treaty  of  the  l&tb  NoveBber, 
1824 ;  also,  any  eorreapoudenoe  or  other  infiHiaa- 
tion  in  the  possesdon  of  tbe  War  Depitttment,  toneh- 
ing  the  present  condition  of  said  naiuon  of  InAana; 
and  the  measures,  if  any,  tliat  have  been  takes  te 
alleviate  their  distresses." 

Mr.  YcTTON  then  went  somewhat  at  large 
into  a  statement  of  what  he  understood  (mmn- 
ly  from  the  public  prints)  to  be  the  present  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  Qnapaw  tribe,  who 
were  in  pressing  need  of  food,  and  in  danger, 
many  of  them^  of  perishing,  if  add  was  not 
roeedily  administered.  In  reply  to  a  ranatk, 
that  a  call  like  that  he  had  ofl<ered  was  unpre- 
cedented, he  referred  to  an  inquiry,  very  nmi- 
lar,  ordered  by  the  House  last  sesncm,  in  regard 
to  tlie  Florida  Indians;  and  of  snch  importance 
was  that  inquiry,  that  the  iiiformatioD  it  elic- 
ited, had  resulted  in  the  appropriation  of  $20,- 
000  for  the  relief  of  that  unhappy  tribe,  and 
had  douhtiess  saved  many  of  them  from  an  un- 
timely grave.  It  was  possible  that  the  preeei^ 
inquiry,  if  agreed  to  by  the  Hons^  might  isMie 
in  a  similar  desirable  result. 

Mr.  CoHW AT,  of  Arkansas,  said,  that  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Ohio  was  certainly  prematura  in 
censuring  the  ofScers  of  Government,  in  Ar^ 
kansas,  before  he  knows  that  they  have  tran- 
scended their  powers,  or  violated  the  instmo- 
tions  which  they  may  have  received  from  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  Quapaw  Indi- 
ans. The  treaty  to  which  the  gentleman  refers, 
(said  Mr.  C.,)  was  made  by  the  Secrotaiy  of 
the  Territory,  while  acting  as  Governor — was 
ratified  by  the  proper  authorities,  and  an  i^ 
proprintion  was  made  by  Congress  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  That  appropriation,  and  instroc- 
tions to  apply  it  to  tne  ooject  for  which  it  was 
intended,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Govern- 
or Izard,  and,  I  presume,  t^ie  provinona  por^ 
chased  for  tbe  use  the  Quapaws,  last  Snn- 
mer,  were  paid  for  out  of  that  anm.  What  Uw 
instructions  to  the  Comndssioner  (Mr.  Critten- 
den) have  to  do  with  the  sufferings  of  the  Qaa> 
paws,  I  cannot  conceive.  His  conduct  was  ^ 
proved  of  by  the  Government,  and  I  have  nev- 
er heu^  of  his  being  censured  in  any  other 

t carter.  The  Governor,  too,  has,  I  have  do 
oubt,  dischai^ed  his  duties  faithfUly ;  and  I 
must  beg  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  suspend 
the  sentence  which  he  seems  disposed  to  pass 
upon  those  officers,  until  his  call  is  answered, 
when  be  will  find  that  there  is  nothing  in  their 
conduct  to  disapprove.  With  these  ronarits 
in  defence  of  the  officers  implicated,  I  am  will* 
ing  for  the  resolution  to  pass. 

M.  Coon  said,  in  ezplanation,  ihat  be  bad 
not  the  least  intention  to  prevent  the  inquiry 
as  to  the  suflTerings  of  these  Indians,  and  their 
need  ^relief;  but  the  resolution  covered  much 
wider  grounds ;  it  called  for  the  President's 
instructions,  given  two  years  since,  to  the  Com- 
misuoners  a^^Kiinted  to  n^tiate  the  trea^. 
For  this  be  could  see  no  posnble  taotmity; 
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the  treaty  had  been  ezeonted;  if  the  geDUeman 
would  modify  his  resolution,  so  as  to  omit  this 
part  of  it,  he  would  willin^y  vote  for  all  the 
residne.  Ab  to  providing  relief  for  these  Indi- 
ans, if  required,  no  one  would  be  more  readj 
than  himself  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  which 
went  to  ask  for  these  instructions,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed — ajes  6i,  noes  44. 

Hie  resolatioo,  as  apWDded,  was  then  agreed 
to  by  the  Hooae. 

"WxDswDAYt  December  20. 

Snercaehmmt  on  Choctaw  LancU. 

A  rcsolntioQ  moved  \>j  Mr,  Hails,  yester- 
day,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  consideration, 
was  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows : 

"  Retailed,  That  the  Secratary  of  War  be  directed 
to  commuoicate  to  this  House  any  iaformation  in 
liis  possesdoD,  as  to  the  number  of  wlilte  persons 
vlto  have  encroached  upon  the  lands  granted  to 
the  Choctaw  natioa  of  lodians,  in  Arkansas,  in  lieu 
of  a  iNtrt  of  their  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
on  this  side  of  the  Hisdssippi ;  and  also  to  state 
to  this  House,  whether  the  Indians  have  remon- 
Krated  against  this  encroachment,  to  the  Depart- 
ment <tf  War,  and  whether  the  Indians  consider 
thor  lands  west  ni  the  XIsMi^  lUver,  aa  granted 
to  them  for  ever." 

Kr.  CoNWAT  mored  to  amoid  tbe  resdntion. 
by  asking  out  all  after  the  word  Smlwd,  and 
inserting  as  ft^ows : 

**  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
mimlcate  to  this  House  any  Iaformation  in  his  pos- 
Msrion,  as  to  the  number  of  white  persons  living  on 
the  Choctaw  lands  in  Arkansas,  the  period  at  wliich 
■aid  persons  settled  on  such  lands,  whether  t>efore 
ot  snbseqaent  to  the  treaty  made  with  sud  Indians, 
at  Desk's  Stand,  in  1820 ;  the  extent  of  Uie  Improve- 
ments made  by  said  settlers  prior  to  sud  treaty ; 
(he  quautity  of  land  claimed  by  the  Cboctaws  west 
of  the  Mis^ippi ;  and  how  much  of  said  land  lies 
in  Arkansas,  the  number  of  the  ChocUws  living  on 
■aid  Und ;  and  whether  the  Choctaws  in  the  State 
of  MiBBisnppi  have,  at  any  time,  manifested  a  desire 
to  emigrate  to  their  western  lands ;  and,  if  so,  what 
liaa  prevented  ttieir  remond:  and,  also,  to  oom- 
■mnieate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  an  order  noed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  16th  December,  1818, 
in  relation  to  settlers  on  the  lands  now  claimed  by 
the  Choctaws,  west  of  the  Uissisrippi ;  and  any  re- 
noiutrance  which  the  Choctaws  may  liave  made  in 
relation  to  tbe  encroachments  of  Uie  wliites  upon 
their  lands." 

Vr.  Hails  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  a 
tohstitute  for  his  resolution.  Distinct  inquiries, 
he  said,  were  sought  for  in  his  resolution,  that 
were  not  embraced  in  Ihe  Bul>stitute  offered  by 
the  gentleman  ftom  Arkansas.  He  wished  his 
'MuoUon  to  pass  in  its  present  sh^M.  It  was 
with  reltKtanca  he  qipmred  before  the  House 
to  sostain  the  resolution  now  under  oonddera* 
»<»■  Bot  the  interest  of  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  imperiously  demanded  that 
{>«  should  ^ncdicate  its  rights.  Mr.  H.  stated, 
«  had  no  dispontion  to  interfere  with  the  peo- 
V»  of  Aikansu,  fiirther  than  duty  imposea  the 
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neoesrity  upon  hhn.  The  Bubjects  of  inqui- 
ry embraced  in  the  resolution  (said  be)  are 
calonlated  to  awaken  public  attention,  and 
ought  to  elicit  the  feelings  of  this  House.  It 
is  rumored  that  the  whites  have  encroached 
upon  the  Ohoctaw  lands  in  Arkansas  ;  infor- 
mation is  sought  for  on  this  subject.  The  Gov- 
emment  should  interfere  to  protect  the  Indians 
fii^m  further  encroachment.  It  may  be  asked. 
What  has  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  do  in  tlte 
affairs  of  Arkansas  t  What  right  has  she  to  in- 
terfere  in  this  bndnesst  The  answer  is  plain, 
and  win  oleariy  conTinee  every  unpr^udii»a 
person  that  these  encroachments  militate  against 
ner  ri^ts.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
her  chartered  limits  Is  retarded.  The  persons 
lately  authorized  to  hold  treaties  with  tbe  In- 
dians within  her  limits,  I  understand,  have 
failed  to  make  a  purchase,  I  am  unable  to  dis- 
cover the  causes  that  produced  this  fiulare — 
a  fiulure  deeply  regretted  by  overy  citizen  of 
that  State.  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  to 
this  House,  that  any  encroachment  upon  the 
Choctaw  lands,  west  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
must  lie  calculated  to  retard  the  removal  of 
those  Indians.  A  countir  was  giT«i  to  these 
Indians  as  on  equivalent  for  the  cession  of  their 
lands  to  the  United  States,  on  this  side  of  the 
IGsnssippl  River,  That  country  waspcnnted 
out  to  tbem  by  Generals  Jackson  and  Hinds  as 
desirable,  and  one  that  they  could  guarantee  to 
them  forever  by  treaty.  If  a  treaty  has  been 
entered  into  with  these  Indians,  it  ought  to  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  covenant  has  been  entered  int<^ 
it  ought  to  be  religiously  kept.  Treaties  be- 
tween nations  ought  to  be  sacred.  Nothing, 
said  Mr.  H.,  will  add  so  great  a  glory  to  this 
Republic,  as  an  inviolable  fidelity  in  our  en- 
gagements with  tho  Indians.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H., 
it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  concen- 
trate, as  fast  as  she  can,  her  white  population ; 
to  remove  the  Indian  tribes,  for  th^r  preserva- 
tion, west  of  the  Uissisappi,  tmd  to  eetaUiah 
some  form  of  govemmoit  over  them.  But  can 
the  General  Government  expect  that  the  Indiana, 
within  the  diartered  limits  of  the  State  of  His- 
siasippi,  will  remove  west  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, unless  they  are  convinced  that  the 
country  already  assigned  them  will  be  guar- 
anteed, and  that  tliey  will  be  protected 
from  intrusion?  If  these  encroachments  are 
permitted,  the  Indians  will  be  fastened  npon  us 
without  the  hope  of  removal.  If  they  are  en- 
croached upon  on  tho  west  hank,  and  a  surren- 
der of  the  lands  which  Lave  l>een  granted  to 
them  demanded  by  the  United  States ;  if,  in- 
stead of  meeting  with  protection,  th^  meet 
with  agression;  they  will  never  remove. 
They  wm  never  abandon  their  possesions  on 
this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Who  wiQ  sow,  if 
another  is  to  come  and  reap  tho  horrest  7  What 
could  influence  any  man  to  emigrate,  if  he  is 
told  his  residence  will  be  temporary,  and  that 
another  will  inevitably  disjK»sc5S  him  of  his 
right?  These  things  have  hod  their  influence 
wiUkthe  Indiana^  and  no  doubt  many  have  been 
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deterred  from  remoring  to  the  West  Hr.  H. 
stated,  in  concIoBioiif  that  no  State  suffered  bo 
mach  inconvenience  from  Indian  tribes,  within 
their  chartered  limits,  as  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. Any  causes,  whatever,  that  operate  to 
retard  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  and  pre- 
vent the  acqnisition  of  their  luids,  are  i^jonons 
to  her  prosperity  and  advancement. 

Ur.  CoNWAT  said  he  offered  this  am^idment 
to  the  resolntion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, not  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  his  ob- 
ject in  making  the  call,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  information  on  some  points  not  named 
in  the  ori^n^  resolution.  It  is  true,  as  the 
centleman  states,  that  the  State  of  Misdssnppi 
is  interested  in  this  ral^eot;  for  it  was  at  the 
instanee  of  the  Dd^stion  in  Oaag^tn  fmm 
that  StatOj  that  a  tract  of  coantry,  west  of  the 
Missis^ppi,  as  large,  he  believed,  as  the  State 
of  Missisdppi  itself^  was  ceded  to  the  Choctaws 
by  the  treaty  of  1620.  On  the  lands  ceded  by 
that  treaty,  there  were  settled  prior  to  the 
treaty,  by  the  implied  permission  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
ho  could  recollect,  about  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  families,  who  certwnly  were  not 
trespassers  upon  the  rights  of  the  Choctaws ; 
because  they  settled  on  the  lands  previous  to 
the  treaty.  When  it  was  made  known  to  the 
people  of  Arkansas  that  the  treaty  of  1620 
ceded  lands  to  the  Indiana,  inhabited  by  our 
citizens,  they  petitioned  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  repurchase  those  lands;  and 
an  q>propriatjon  was  made  by  Congress  to  en- 
able him  to  comply  with  their  wislies.  In  the 
negotiation  with  the  Indians,  it  was  found  that 
they  were  willing  to  sell  only  a  part  of  the 
lands ;  leaving,  be  believed,  about  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  acres  of  Indian  lands  still  in  the 
Territory,  on  which  there  are  two  or  three 
thousand  citizens,  who  were  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  leave  the  lands ;  but  who, 
by  permission  of  the  Indians,  continue  to  oc- 
cupy their  improvem^ts.  The  Indians  allowed 
them  to  remain  as  tenants,  saying  that,  when 
they  moved  over  to  their  lands,  they  should 
want  oom,  and  the  people  of  Arkansas  could 
make  it  for  them.  There  la,  at  this  time,  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lauds,  a  sub- 
ject  connected  with  this,  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee wonts  information,  and  which  informa- 
tion is  called  for  by  the  proposed  amendment. 
After  this  explanation  of  my  object,  in  propos- 
ing the  amendment,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  will  accept  of  it  as 
a  modification  of  his  own  resolution.  The  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  have  no  desire  to  violate  ttie 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws.  They  occupied  the 
country  before  it  belonged  to  those  Indians, 
and  have  not,  since  the  treaty  was  made,  to  my 
knowledge,  encroached  upon  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Hailb  finally  modified  his  resolution,  by 
impending  thereto  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  OosrwAT. 

Mr.  Woods  then  proposed  to  amend  that  part 
of  tiie  modified  resohttioD,  wluoh  oooristed  of 
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the  part  ori^nally  proposed  by  Ifr.  Ctmwxt, 
by  inserting  after  the  words,  **  What  hu  pn- 
vented  their  remoralv"  the  words, "  and  whe^ 
er  they  are  at  this  time  willing  to  enugrate." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  resolution,  as  thus  modified  and 
amended,  was  ad(^>ted  by  the  Houses 

OwTffia  Militia  Claimt. 

Mr,  Yakoe,  Chfdrman  of  the  Committee  <n 
Military  Affairs,  acting  under  the  order  of  the 
committee,  moved  to  discharge  that  commit- 
tee from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  Geor^  Militia  Claims,  and  to  reAr 
it  to  &  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Dbatton  moved  to  amend  the  motkn 
by  snbstitating  the  Oommittee  of  Claims  fat  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  asked  for  the  reasons  which 
had  iaduced  the  Military  Committee  to  direct 
such  a  motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Vance  replied,  that  the  mdn  reason  was, 
that  the  subject  of  those  clmms  was  not  one  c£ 
which  that  committee  properly  bad  cognizance. 
Wlien  this  matter  had  been  referred  to  them, 
at  a  former  session,  the  committee  made  the 
same  objection ;  but  the  inquiry  bad  been,  nev- 
ertheless, put  upon  them,  in  express  violafioD, 
as  ho  apprehended,  of  a  standing  role  of  the 
House,  which  rule  he  would  send  to  the  Ch^, 
that  it  might  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The 
rule  is  as  follows : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  ibo  (kmimiUee  oo  Un- 
itary AilfUrs  to  tolie  into  eonridcratioa  att  nlgeett 
relatiog  to  the  MiUtary  Establishment  and  ptdtSe 
defence,  which  may  be  referred  to  tfaem  by  the 
House,  sod  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon ;  and 
also  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  ai 
may  contribute  to  economy  and  aocoontaUttty  ia 
the  said  estabUshment," 

Mr.  Forsyth  hoped  that  the  moti<m  wonW 
not  prevail,  but  that  the  Honse  would  insist  on 
the  Militaiy  Committee's  taking  cognizance  of 
tliis  subject,  and  reporting  on  it  to  the  House. 
At  the  last  session,  an  honorable  colleague  <^ 
his  had  moved  that  the  claims  might  be  refer- 
red to  a  Select  Committee ;  but  his  motion  had 
been  refused,  and  on  the  express  ground,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  his 
place,  (Mr.  McCot,)  that  there  was  more  veidit 
and  importance  attached  to  the  report  ta  a 
Standing  Committee  of  the  House  than  to  that 
of  a  Select  Committee.  Reports  of  Select  Com- 
mittees were  almost  always  in  favor  of  the 
measure  which  was  referred  to  them — its 
friends  being  usually  placed  on  such  commit- 
tees. At  the  last  Congress  thia  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and 
so,  too,  at  the  lost  session  of  the  present  Con- 
press,  he  hoped  it  would  take  the  same  direo- 
tion.  All  that  the  members  from  .Geor^a  de- 
sired, was  a  fair  and  impartial  report— sneh  as 
might  satisfy  the  mind  of  every  member. 

On  the  qnestion  of  reference,  a  desultory  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Vanob,  Dkattchi, 
and  HocBTOH,  advocated  liie  motion  to  <B&^ 
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char^  the  Militsry  Committee,  and  Messrs. 
Webbtkb,  McCot,  WmTTLEBBT,  and  Fobsith, 
took  the  opposite  side. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
AflTiurs  insisted  that  the  qnestion  on  which  the 
decision  of  the  cliuro  rested,  was  not  (^amihtary, 
but  rather  of  a  legal  character.  It  was,  in  tact, 
umply  tills :  whether  the  services  In  qnestion 
were  rendered  in  fVilfllment  of  the  Ocoivention 
of  1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia,  or  not.   If  thej  were,  that 
State  had  no  right  to  come  to  the  United  States 
for  remnowotion ;  if  they  were  not,  she  hod. 
The  history  was  g^vm  of  the  seTeral  references 
of  thb  subject  in  the  House,  from  1803,  to  the 
present  time — the  discussion  of  it  in  1806  and 
1616,  and  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years.  In 
order  to  report  upon  it  understandingly,  a  mass 
of  documents  must  bo  examined,  extending 
back  to  the  year  1794 — a  task  more  suited  to  a 
Chancellor  than  to  a  nliUn  committee  of  mili- 
tary men.   The  consideration  of  such  a  snl^ect 
was jilainly  excluded  from  the  standing  mle  of 
the  House  specifying  the  duties  of  the  Military 
Committee.    This  was  not  a  subject  which 
"  related  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
Unied  States,  or  to  the  public  defence its 
decision  would  neither  advance  nor  retard  the 
interests  of  either.   Its  happening  to  be  a  claim 
in  which  military  officers  were  interested,  did 
not  give  a  military  character  to  the  nature  of 
the  claim  itself;  it  was  a  question  of  right — a 
(question  of  law,  and  of  the  construction  of  pub- 
lic instruments,  rather  than  of  military  matters. 
It  was,  in  all  respects,  a  fit  suhstitate  for  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  or  rather  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended  that  it 
was  competent  to  the  Ilonse  to  send  a  particu- 
lar snbjeet  to  any  committee  it  might  think 
pn^>er,  and  that  anch  act  superseded  the  stand- 
ing rule,  and  gave  the  committee  fbll  power, 
whatever  the  rule  might  say.  That  similar 
clums  had  been  c<Hnmitted  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  they  were  in  the  habit  of  re- 
porting on  them ;  and,  as  an  instance,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts cMms  were  quoted.  That  commit- 
tee bad  had  this  subject  three  difTerent  times 
before  them,  and  ranst  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  iacts  and  principles  involved  in  it.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  were  already  overbrnv 
dened,  &c. 

Hie  qnestion  was  first  put  on  discha^ng  the 
Committee  on  lUlitary  Affurs,  and  was  decided 
in  Uie  nentive.  So  uie  snbjeet  was  oontinned 
with  the  Military  Committee. 


Thitrsdat,  December  21. 
Memory  of  Deeeated  Members. 
Vr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that 
he  had  risen  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  he 
Would  have  offered  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  Session,  bnt  that  he,  with  others  of  his 
^leagues,  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
»  wai  not  ciutomai7  for  this  jI<»U6  to  adopt 
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this  testimonial  of  respect  for  such  of  its  mem- 
bers as  departed  this  life  during  the  recess. 
Upon  inquiry,  however,  he  had  ascertained  that 
custom  did,  in  some  instances,  sanction  the 
measare:  of  that  custom  he  begged  leave  to 
avail  himself.  Mr.  M.  sold  that,  in  sabnutUng 
the  resolnticm  which  he  then  had  the  honor  to 
do,  for  the  conrideration  of  the  Honse,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  trespass  on  its  time  or  attention, 
by  an  attempted  etilogy  on  the  character  of  his 
late  distingaifdied  colleague  and  much  respected 
friend,  then  no  more.  Were  he,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  the  most  ample  preparation,  to 
make  such  an  attempt,  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
entire  inadequacy  of  his  powers  to  do  even 
partial  justice  to  an  individual,  whose  exalted 
public  and  private  worth  so  justly  ranked  him 
oraong  the  most  meritorious  of  bis  countrymen. 
Unprepared,  then,  as  I  am,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  and 
unfitted  for  such  a  task,  and  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  such  an  indulgence  here,  I  wilt  decline 
any  attempt  to  bring  into  view,  and  exhibit 
before  yo^  the  peoiuiarly  bright  and  useful 
traits  m  character  of  that  emmentiy  wcuHhj 
ond  talented  patriot,  whose  voice  in  behalf  of 
his  country  so  lately  gained  him  the  attention 
and  high  respect  of  the  Members  of  this  House. 
Let  it  be  sufficient,  that,  though  the  dust  of 
KoBEET  P.  Henrt  now  sleeps  with  that  of  his 
fathers,  he  stiU  lives  in  Uie  hearts  of  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  his  countrymen— of 
nil,  and  greaUy  more  than  all,  of  those  who,  like 
mo,  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  person- 
ally; and  that  I  respectfully  ask  the  Members 
of  this  House  to  concur  with  me  in  thlshumble, 
this  lost  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memwy. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  it  was  then 

Rttdvtd,  vHanimtnttltf,  That  the  Members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  rcspoct  for  the  memorj  of 
Robert  F.  Henry,  deceased,  late  a  Member  of  this 
House,  from  iho  State  of  Kciitncky,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Mr.  McHatton  then  addressed  the  Honse  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  similar  to  the  one  just  offered,  expressive 
of  the  respect  of  the  Members  of  tiiis  body  for 
the  memory  of  Cobnel  Jamsb  Johksox,  late 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  Kentucky.  He 
was  no  ordinary  man.  His  amiable  manners, 
his  mild  and  benevdent  disposition,  his  sonnu 
sense,  and  untiring  devotion  to  his  legislative 
duties  while  hero,  has  made  a  lasting  impression 
on  all  who  knew  him.  In  peace,  he  was  a 
good  citizen;  in  war,  a  brave  and  efficient 
soldier.  At  the  batUe  of  the  river  Thames,  it 
was  his  fortune  to  obtain,  by  his  courage  and 
good  conduct,  a  fame  as  durable  as  time  itself. 
Ho  is  now  gone.  All  that  is  led  is  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues.  His  remains  are  in  tiie 
silent  grave ;  but  patriotism  and  all  the  manly 
virtues  linger  at  its  verge,  and  pay  the  tribute 
of  a  tear  to  his  departed  worth. 

[Mr.  Mbtcalfb  explained  the  reason  why  he 
bod  not  incln^  hia  late  coUeogoe,  and  most 
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estimable  friend^  in  tlie  resolation  which  he  had 
offered,  and  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  made 
{□  relation  to  B.  P.  Hbxbt.  It  was  because  of 
tlie  opinion  which,  he  understood,  had  been  ez- 
nreaaed.  Uiat  a  resolnUon  in  reference  to  Col. 
Jamxs  JoHirBOH  would  come  more  appropriate!  j 
from  hia  respectable  sncceasor.  It  would  liave 
nflbnted  him  great  pleasure  to  accept  his  name 
in  the  resoludon,  and  include  him  in  the  remarks 
which  he  bad  made,  if  that  oonrse  had  been  ad- 
Tisnble  or  proper.  That  not  bemg  the  case,  he 
should  be  happ7  to  vote  for  the  proposition  in 
the  form  of  a  separate  resolution.] 
On  motion  of  Ur.  McH.  it  was  then 

Reaolwd,  nnatumotul]/.  That  the  Hembers  of  tbia 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
James  Johnson,  deceued,  late  a  Member  of  this 
House,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  wearing  crqie 
on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

On  motion  dlSi.  Millb^  of  Pemi^lvanta,  It 

was  also 

Jietolvid,  unanimoualy.  That  the  Hembers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  retpect  for  the  memory  of 
Henry  P.  Wilson,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  firom  the  State  of  FeonsylTania,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

TuEBDAT,  December  36. 
Wettem  Armory. 
Mr.  HoHjlttoh  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  coodderation  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"ItemJttd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  Instructed 
to  appoint  three  Commtsuoners  to  surrey  and  ex- 
amine the  Horse-Shoe  Bend,  upon  Uckins  River,  in 
the  county  of  Peudleton,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky ; 
and  if,  upon  such  surrey  and  examination,  the  same 
shall  be  found  suitable,  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  erected,  at  Uie 
Horse-Shoe  Bend  aforMaid,  a  National  Armory,  sim* 
ikr  to  those  already  erected  at  Springfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry :  that  they  report  the  same  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  shall,  early  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  report  the  same  to  this  House." 

The*  House  determined  to  connder  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  McHatton,  in  support  of  his  motion, 
said,  it  was  a  subject  in  which  his  constituents 
felt  a  deep  interest.  I  am,  Hr  Speaker,  (said 
Mr.  MoH.,)  littie  accustomed  to  public  speaking, 
iu  a  deliberative  body ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  e]9latning  the  great 
and  important  objects  I  have  in  view  in  the 
resolution  T  have  called  up.  It  is  to  arm,  when 
necessity  requires  it,  the  militia,  which  is  the 
natural  safeguard  of  our  liberties.  You  have, 
already,  in  part,  acted  ttpon  the  principles 
which  I,  sh",  wish  to  see  extended :  you  have 
established  an  Armory  at  Springfield,  from 
which,  if  ocooHion  reqaires  it,  you  may  arm  the 
militia  of  the  Korth  and  East :  a  similar  estab- 
lishment at  Harper*s  Ferry,  Vir^^nia,  guarantees 
to  tho  Middle  and  Southern  States  a  supply  of 
arms  when  necessary ;  and,  it  seems  pretty 
generally  agreed,  that  a  like  work  is  required 
to  the  West.  The  only  difflcolty  is,  the  spot 
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where  it  is  to  be  established.  Daring  the  htt 
war,  the  difSculty  of  pnicuriog  arms  was 
greater  tiian  that  of  obtaining  scalers:  indeed, 
it  will  not  soon  be  forgiittea,  that,  at  liev 
Orlesufli  the  Atnerican  uoom  irare  partiy 
without  onn^  and  liad  to  obtoiu  from  tba 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  tlieir  fowling  pieeea. 
Let  ttSf  in  fbture,  have  it  in  our  power  to  am  : 
our  dtizens,  upon  all  emogeneiea  My  prede-  I 
oessor,  OoL  James  Johnson,  tntrodoeed  a  remb- 
tion  to  establish  an  Armory  upwi  the  Western 
waters,  at  a  place  called  the  Horse-Shoe  Bend, 
upon  Licking  River,  in  Pendleton  county.  Km-  j 
tucky ;  and  I  will  here  state,  that  bu  knowledge 
of  water  works,  together  with  his  mechanical 
genius,  eotided  his  opinions,  upon  sulfjeets  of 
that  character,  to  great  req>ect.  He  was  hn.n 
and  magnanimous  on  the  field  of  battle:  with 
the  choicest  troope  of  Kentucky,  himself  their 
oommuidar,  he  made  a  cfaa^  np<»  the  British 
lines,  at  the  memwable  battle  of  the  Xhomea^ 
and  immortalized  hinaadf  no  less  by  liia  bcmvoy, 
than  by  his  humanity  to  the  conquered  invin- 
cibles  of  Europe.  With  tiie  same  indefittigaUe 
industry,  and  unremitting  attention,  he  advfica- 
ted,  in  the  Ooogress  of  the  United  States,  the 
establishment  of  an  Armory  at  that  plaee; 
and,  sir,  I  hesitate,  and  donbt  my  own  abilities 
to  do  this  subject  justice,  when  I  reflect  that 
almost  the  last  intelligible  words  he  was  heard 
to  utter,  upon  his  death-bed,  were,  to  have  an 
Armory  upon  Licking.  He  had  tiib  matter  at 
heart,  and  felt  the  importance  of  it,  for  the 
benefit  and  protection  of  tiie  West.  Tes,  Mr. 
Speaker:  when  we  reflect  iqion  the  rittiatiiHi  of 
the  soldiers  under  the  oommand  of  General 
Jackson,  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  where 
part  of  the  troops  lacked  arms  to  proMet  the 
city— when  "  booty  and  beaoty"  wos  the  watch- 
word of  the  enemy,  then  it  was  that  we  saw 
our  want  of  an  Armory  in  the  Western  coon- 
try;  and,  although  we  now  have  peace,  our 
rights  may^be  again  invaded,  and  yon  may  find 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  Arinoiy 
cetabitshed  somewhere  in  the  West.  And,  inas- 
much as  the  God  of  Nature  regnlatcs  the 
atmosphere  for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  I 
and  tho  good  of  the  body  politic,  so  it  seems  to 
me  that  nature  designed  that  spot,  namely,  the  ; 
Horse-Shoe  Bend,  for  the  proposed  pnrpoee. 
That  site  is  most  eli^bly  ntuated:  with  almost 
throe  hundred  acres  of  levd  land  wiAIn  the 
Bend ;  with  deep  ravines  inside  of  said  Bend, 
ronning  south  and  north,  until .  within  one 
hundrm  yards  of  uniting,  predsely  at  the  plsoe 
where  the  canal  must  be  dug.  Independent  of 
that,  there  is  a  rich  fertile  bottcnn,  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  well  adopted  for  cnlUvation, 
and  a  more  salubrious  country  never  fell  to  the 
lot  of  man.  There  aro  hills  heavily  timbered; 
and,  in  the  bowels  of  the  eartli,  in  the  vicinity,  j 
stone  coal  and  iron  ore  is  to  he  liod ;  with  the 
advantages  of  the  navigation  of  the  said  river, 
only  twenty-six  miles  to  the  Ohio,  and  last, 
only  eight  miles  to  tho  same  river.  There  is, 
also,  the  advantage  of  navigation,  by  the  Oiao^ 
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to  New  Orleans,  and  the  anUcipAted  benefits  of 
the  Ohio  Oanal,  towards  Oanau  and  the  Lakes ; 
and,  if  it  beoome  necessary  to  guard  ^tber  of 
tbeae  points,  -we  have  the  adTsntage  of  those 
Btresms.    It  is,  also,  situated  near  toe  frontien 
of  three  States,  Eentooky,  Oblo^  and  Indiana, 
where  materials  can  be  had  on  aa  good  terms, 
and  of  08  good  qnality,  as  at  any  oUier  plaoe  in 
the  Untted  States,  and  labor  is  as  che^.  All 
these  considerations  give  Kentocky  a  claim  to  a 
National  Armory  at  this  fitvorable  nte.  What 
is  Kentucky,  and  what  are  her  claims  ?   She  is 
the  daughter  of  the  old  and  patriotic  State  of 
Vli^nia.    ^e  did  not  tarnish  the  repatation 
of  her  mother,  in  the  late  war,  but  acquitted 
herself  with  honor,  and  gained  laurels  as  im- 
perishable OS  time  itselt   Then,  as  oar  parent 
State,  Yirtpuia,  has  bem  first  served,  we  hope 
she  will  be  kind  to  her  legitimate  dan^ter 
Kentucky,  and  extend  the  parental  haml  of 
fiienddiip  to  onr  State,  who  stands,  I  hope, 
second  to  none  in  the  Union,  for  her  patriotism 
and  valor.    Let  some  attention,  therrfore,  be 
given  to  her  claims,  and,  tnasmnch  as  she  has 
been  a  dutiful  child,  let  not  merit  go  unrewarded. 
Has  Kentucky  been  nursed  ?   Ko,  sir ;  she  was 
never  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  ease,  but  on  the 
otlier  hand,  in  the  cradle  of  danger  and  di£B- 
cnlty.    In  her  infancy,  slie  euounntered  the 
savage,  drove  him  A*om  tlio  forest,  and  that,  too, 
with  the  loss  of  many  brave  citizens.  And 
now,  she  aaks  for  an  Armory  upon  her  waters, 
in  which  all  the  people  of  these  United  States 
will  be  equally  benefited.   If  she  has  an  eligible 
^te,  will  she  be  denied!   I  hope  not.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  were  yon,  or  any  member  of  this 
honorable  body,  to  viut  the  n>ot,  you  would,  la 
my  opinion,  agree  with  me,  that  nature  formed 
it  for  the  express  pnrpose.   My  predeceasor  had 
it  levelled  and  surveyed,  by  Hr.  Uacarty,  an 
woorate  mathematician ;  and  the  comity  sur- 
veyor for  Scott  county,  Mr.  John  Ewing,  at  my 
Kqueat,  a  few  days  before  I  left  home,  examined 
the  situation,  and  both  agree  in  the  general 
pinion  that  it  possesses  prominent  advantages. 
Therefore,  all  I  ask  of  the  House,  and  which  I 
tliink  they  will  grant  me,  is  to  have  Engineers 
appointed  to  examine  it;  and  I  ask  this  favor  in 
Diy  own  name,  in  the  name  of  my  ooostituants, 
Ukd  in  the  name  of  the  good  people  of  these 
Onited  States. 

Mr.  MoH.  here  added  sundry  observations  on 
the  topograpliicfll  situation  of  the  plaoe;  and 
conciaded  by  again  urging  the  adoption  of  the 
i^solution. 

Mr.  Coon  observed,  in  reply,  that  many  of 

the  gentleman's  observations  were  at  war  with 
the  langnngo  of  his  resolution :  the  one  referring 
the  subject  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  the 
other  (riving  it  in  charge  of  the  Secretary  of 
"*r.  It  never  was  the  intention  of  Govem- 
Bwnt  to  erect  more  than  one  Armory  in  the 
'jcst;  anJ,  by  the  resolution,  as  it  now  stood, 
<ul  other  Eitaations  which  miglit  lay  a  claim,  as 
^itable.  for  t!ie  Armory,  are  humbled,  at  the 
^  of  this  *>  Horseshoe  Brad." 
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Mr.  MoHatton  said  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  modlQr  his  resolution,  so  as  to  obviate  this 
olfaction.  He  b^ged  to  assure  the  gentleman 
mm  Tennessee,  and  all  others,  that  he  had  no 
wiahfor  exdnnve  rights:  his  constituents  did 
not  seek  them :  they  only  wished  that  equal 
jnstioe  sboold  be  done  to  all.  He  had  no  ob- 
jections to  any  other  examinations  that  eentle- 
man  might  propose,  or  any  other  gentleman. 
He  only  desu^  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality.  He  accordiuffiy  modified  his  reaaxi- 
tion,  so  OS  to  read  as  foUows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  en  Military  JUhIra 
be  iostnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au' 
tboridog  the  Secretary  of  War  to  employ  one  or 
more  skuful  en^neers  to  examine  the  Horse-Shoe 
Bend,  on  Uckiiw  Biver,  in  Pen^toa  coonty,  in  the 
State  of  Kentuoky,  and  to  report  on  the  fitness  of 
that  place  aa  a  site  for  a  Kational  Annoiy,  dmilar 
to  the  Armories  of  the  TTnited  States  at  Springfield 
and  Harper'a  Perry. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  sdd,  that  many  remarks  ho 
had  intended  to  make,  were  supereeded  by  the 
modification  which  the  gentleman  had  now 
made.  He  also  had  every  disposition  to  accom- 
modate the  wishes  of  others,  on  this  subject. 
It  was  for  tho  interest  of  the  Union  at  large, 
that  every  spot,  having  pretensions  to  be  made 
the  site  of  such  an  establishment,  should  be 
faUy  and  impartially  examined.  As  to  the 
complaint  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
that  the  Kngin^rshad  not  extended  their  ex- 
amination mr  enough,  it  was,  unquestionably, 
well  founded.  The  some  complaints  had  been 
made  elsewhere.  A  large  section  of  the  country 
which  he  had  himself  the  honor  to  represent, 
was  in  precisely  the  same  situation.  Applica- 
tion had,  again  and  again,  been  mode  to  the 
yfar  Department,  to  have  a  survey  made  of 
east  Tennessee  and  the  western  partof  Virginia, 
with  a  view  to  this  subject ;  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  done.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tieman  would  take  m  good  part  an  amendment 
which  he  should  now  move,  viz.,  to  insert  in  the 
resolution  he  had  ofiered,  the  words,  "  and  also 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberlaud  rivers,  as  far  as 
the  fiiUs  of  the  latter." 

Mr.  McHatton  accepted  this  as  a  modification 
of  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  Mabblb  then  moved  a  fhirther  amend- 
mentf  In  the  following  words : 

"Also  the  dte  on  the  Xarrows,  at  Harpeth,(as 
■aggested  by  the  Leg^ature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee,) on  the  ComMrland  lUver." 

Mr.  M.  said  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  had 
offered  as  s  gratuity  to  the  United  States,  some 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  around 
the  spot  that  body  dedred  to  be  made  the  site 
of  the  contemplated  Armory ;  land  abonndiiig 
with  every  requisite  to  fit  it  for  such  a  use. 
She  offered  more  mines,  more  wood,  more  water, 
more  mechanic  power,  than  any  of  her  competi- 
tors; and  if  so,  he  asked  that  her  claim  might 
be  attended  to.  For  himself,  ho  bad  never  yet 
been  called  a  be^r,  nor  should  he  now  place 
hlmaelf  in  sooh  an  attitude  before  the  Honse. 
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"Wliat  he  asked,  and  lie  askedf  wai  justice 
merely. 

Hr.  Smra,  of  '^rginia,  obserred,  that  the 
resolution  to  which  these  various  amendments 
vere  proposed,  had  come  very  nnezpeotedly 
hito  the  House,  and  fiome  memtwrs  were  possi- 
bly taken  by  surprise.  He  believed  there  were 
several  who  wished  to  present  to  the  House  the 
arguments  in  faror  of  sites  in  their  respective 
districti:  in  order  to  afford  to  gentlemen  so 
situated  some  further  opportunity  to  prepare 
themselves,  he  moved  that  tiie  resolution 
and  amendments  lie  for  the  present  npon  the 
table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  they  were  laid  on 
the  table  accordingly. 

I¥ee  Negroet  m  the  JDittriet  of  Oohmiia* 
Ur.  Wabd  offered  the  fidlowiag  resolution : 
Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 

Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  there  bo 
fn  force,  in  the  said  District,  any  law  which  author- 
izes the  imprisonment  of  any  free  man  of  color, 
being  &  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  States,  and  tiis 
sale,  as  an  imclaimed  slare,  for  jail  fees  and  other 
charges ;  and,  if  so,  to  inqube  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  same. 

Mr.  'Wabd  said  he  was  impelled  no  less  by  a 
sense  of  duty  than  by  an  obligation  to  obey  tho 
instructions  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of 
IVest  Chester,  which  composed  a  part  of  the 
district  be  had  the  honor  to  rc^wesent.  It  will 
be  recollected,  sir,  (siud  he,)  that  Gilbert  Horton, 
a  Aee  man  of  color,  and  a  citizen  of  that  county 
and  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  imprisoned 
aome  time  daring  the  last  summer  in  tliis  city, 
nnder  an  old  law  of  the  State  of  Matyhincl,  and 
was  advertised,  and  woidd  have  been  sold  as  a 
slave  to  pay  hisjail  fees,  nnder  that  law,  (which 
it  seems  now  forms  a  part  of  the  code  of  this 
District,)  bat  for  the  prompt  interference  of  the 
citizens  of  that  county,  at  whose  Bolicitation  it 
became  the  subject  of  a  correspondence  between 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Eiecutive  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I  hold 
it,  sir,  to  be  the  duty  of  every  liepresentative 
on  this  floor,  to  guard  and  protect  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  tliis  Union,  bo  far  as  those  rights 
may  come  within  the  authority  delegated  to 
Congress  by  the  eonstitntion,  and  therefore  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  bringing 
this  subject  under  the  consideration  of  this 
House;  but  from  the  members  individually, 
I  crave  their  indnlgence  whilst  I  offer  the  few 
observations  which  force  themselves  on  my 
mind.  Whatever  the  law  is,  and  wherever  its 
ori^D,  it  could  only  have  been  intended  to 
apply  to  i^gitive  slaves;  any  other  application 
of  it  would  be  at  varionce  with  the  sacred  con- 
stitution of  the  land,  and  void  in  itself.  That 
it  is  unconstitutional.  Is  virtually,  if  not  ex- 
pressly declared  by  tlio  8d  article  and  2d 
section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  free  citizen 
cannot,  without  a  trial,  and  without  the  allega* 
tioa  of  a  orime,  be  condemned  to  servitude  for  I 
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life.  The  section  referred  to  iHov1dc«  thit 
'*  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  in- 
peaehment,  shall  be  by  jury ;  and  stush  trUi 
shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  the  ssidatea 
shall  have  been  committed;  bnt  irbca  wA 
committed  within  any  State,  the  trial  ahidl  ba 
at  such  place  or  places  as  ^  Oongreas  may  hj 
law  have  directed." 

The  4th,  6th,  and  6th  articles  of  tba  wnand- 
mente  of  that  charter,  define  more  partieiiluiy 
the  absolute  ri^ts  of  persons,  ana  aeonre  to 
every  free  citizen,  whatever  may  be  his  com- 
plexion, the  right  of  personal  security,  peraosal 
liberty,  and  private  property.  These  artieka 
declare  as  follows : 

"  Art.  4,  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secwre  ia 
their  persons,  bouses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  tm- 
reasonable  searched  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  vio- 
lated ;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  npon  probaUe 
caase,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmatimi,  and  par- 
ticularly describEng  the  place  to  be  aeatehed,  aad 
the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

"  Art.  6.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for 
a  capital  or  otherwise  iu&mous  crime,  unless  ob  a 
presentment  or  indictmeut  of  a  Grand  Jury,  except 
in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  in  the 
militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or 
pubUc  danger ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  Ibr 
the  same  offence,  to  be  twice  put  In  jeopardy  of  life 
or  )!mb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal  caw, 
to  be  a  witness  agunst  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  doe  process  (rf*  law, 
nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  piddie  use 
without  just  compensation. 

"  Art.  6.  In  all  criminid  pro«ecution8,  the  aoensed 
shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  paUIo  trial 
by  an  impartial  Jury  of  the  State  or  District  whenda 
the  crime  shall  have  been  committ«d,  which  IMs- 
trict  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  Uv, 
and  to  be  iaformcd  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
accusation  i  to  be  confronted  with  the  witoesKS 
against  him ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob- 
taining witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel  for  his  defence." 

And,  sir,  by  the  fonrth  article  and  Becond 
section  of  the  same  instroment,  it  will  be  seea 
that  this  law  is  also  in  violation  v£  State  Ri^ts. 
The  words  of  the  constitudon,  are :  "  The  citi- 
zens of  each  State  sliaU  bo  entitled  to  all  privi- 
leges and  immnoities  of  citizens  in  the  serwal 
States." 

I  might  add,  that  the  eontinnapco  of  soch  a 
law  iu  that  portion  of  the  nation  especially 

confided  to  th«  exclume  jurisdiction  of  Congress, 
would  be  no  less  impolitic  than  adverse  to  the 
motives  which  conceded  this  Jurisdit^irai.  It 
was  certainly  never  intended,  that  the  little 
space  of  ten  miles  square  should  be  the  grave 
of  rights,  so  clearly  defined  by  the  oimstiUition ; 
and  it  could  still  leas  have  been  expected,  that  - ' 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  would  liave  suffered  a 
law,  so  unjust  in  its  operation,  to  have  stained 
the  records  of  her  courts. 

That  its  conUnuance  would  be  impolitic,  is 
proved  by  its  repeal  by  the  very  State  which 
enacted  ft,  and  might  be  eadly  exemplified,  ia 
Buppodng  the  State  ot  Nov  York  inU^  as  a 
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ntaliatMX  DMasare,  to  refoM  to  SDirender.Aiffi- 
tire  slavaa  from  the  District  For,  sir,  uie 
TkdAtioii  of  &  rwht  is  the  same,  whetiier  made 
in  the  fine  of  kir.  or  noder  the  nnotion  or 
«dw  (tf  alaw  viobtmg  the  Magna  Oharta  ci  the 
nation. 

The  law,  rir,  is  u^nst,  beeanae  the  imprison- 
uent  waa  not  for  a  oriine  nor  ftx  a  debt ;  and, 
the  mere  Qircomstance  of  Us  not  being  olaitned  as 
a  slave,  ooold  not  strip  the  free  man  of  color  o£ 
lus  pririleges  as  a  cttixen  of  Uie  free  and  Inde* 
pndent  ^te  of  Kew  York,  and  oreate  a  debt 
to  which  DO  free  act  of  hia  had  oontribated. 
Bat,  nr,  were  it  otherwise,  and  oonld  a  demand 
be  raised  agmnst  him  by  the  arbitrary  torn  of 
the  jdler's  ker,  I  ask,  and  I  aak  it  emphatic* 
aH;,  what  civilized  country,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  permits  the  sale  of  tbe  person  o{  the 
debtor,  to  aatiaQr  the  i^aoity  cf  the  credUwl 
Kma. 

b  a  free  raticen,  then,  becaue  hb  color  h^»- 
pena  to  be  dark,  to  be  leas  protected  by  the  laws 
than  the  poor  debtor,  in  the  fangs  of  a  mendleta 
creator? 

b  be  to  be  deprived  of  the  iHivilege  of 
fUting  yonr  capital,  lest  some  tip  staff  anoald 
plunge  him  into  a  dangeon,  to  speoolato  on  his 
libertifls,  or  to  bind  him  to  the  car  of  slavery? 
Woold  not  sach  a  system  eqaally  place  in  jeo- 
pardy the  privileges  of  the  East  Indian  and  of 
the  citizens  uf  many  nations  in  amity  with  this, 
•B  the  poor  san-stricken  ontcaats  of  Africa  f 
Shall  we  longer  safier  this  nnconstitutional, 
this  diagraoeful  ofipring  of  policy,  long  since 
npndiated  by  tbe  enli^teaed  and  honorable 
State  of  Maryland,  to  dbg;  aa  an  exereaoenee, 
on  the  code  of  thu  onr  Dbtriotf 

The  joriqimdence  of  this  Dbtriot,  dr,  onght 
to  be  exhiUted  to  thb  eoontiy  and  to  the  worid 
withoat  a  stain ;  its  object  riionld  be,  not  to 
<qmrMs,  bat  to  vindicate  the  rightairf  freemen ; 
and,  if  there  is  a  spot  on  earth  where  those 
r^s  should  be  held  eaored,  that  place  b  Ute 
IHitrict  of  Columbia, 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  House  will  adopt  the 
tMdatioa,  and  that  it  will,  at  an  early  day,  com- 
BMnd  tbe  aerions  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hails  moved  that  Uie  resolution  be  laid 
n  the  table  and  printed. 
Tbe  motion  waa  nemtived. 
Mr.  FoBBTiR  said,  that  he  bad  Ibtened  with 
^teotioQ  to  the  addresa  d  the  gentleman  ftvNn 
Tork,  and,  if  tbe  poritiim  tidien  by  him 
Via  a  oorrect  one,  there  oonld  be  no  need  of 
we  inquiry  proposed  by  bis  resolution.  He 
ud  set  out  with  declaring  that  no  sach  law  as 
Jbat  referred  to  b  constitntlonal.  If  so,  the 
»w  vas  oi  course  without  (Mifpition,  and  the 
"l^iry  reroecting  it  unnecessary.   Any  bw 
in  violation  of  the  constitution  was  nnga- 
The  eoostitotion  its^  so  long  as  it  en- 
^nt,  is  a  sufficient  protection  for  the  State  of 
Jw  Tork  and  of  every  other  State.  Why, 
"'^nve  aa  inqniry  on  a  sabieot  of  thb  pe- 
^araoter,  which  woold  lead  only  to  ir- 
WDftpalnfiil,andu8elefl8diaeiu>bot  VUb 
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he  waa  up,  he  would  take  the  opportunity  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  extra- 
ordinwy  doctrine  which  had  been  advaneed  in 
tiib  Hotuc  thb  mcmung,  ^and  which  had,  toe 
some  time  past,  homi  advocated  in  Tirious  parta 
of  the  country ;  that  a  Oovemor  of  one  «ata 
of  the  Union  may  righffally  be  called  upoi  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  that  State  when  in  <Mher 
States.  Thb  doctrine,  be  a^  was  novd. 
What  bad  the  State  of  New  Tork  to  do  with 
the  bw  in  question,  or  any  dedrions  ni^er  it, 
more  than  any  other  State  of  tbe  Union  ?  Waa 
any  thing  to  be  found  in  the  conatitution  givin^p 
to  the  iUecutive  of  one  Stete  a  ri^t  to  iutor- 
fere  in  the  transactions  within  another  State  t 
It  was  true,  he  might  go  as  far  as  to  demand 
the  restoration  of  a  fogitive  who  had  taken 
refrige  within  another  Stete,  bat  no  &rther. 
It  was  the  very  design  of  the  constitution  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  such  interferenoe.  It 
erects  oonrti  ud  omistitutes  the  bw.  It  b  it- 
self the  l»  aeripta,  for  the  protection  of  kll. 
l^is  b  the  proper  recourse  ci  any  who  havo 
suffered  wrong.  He  hoped  thb  subJeet  would 
be  regulated,  as  it  should  be,  when  tbe  House 
came  to  consider  that  part  of  the  Preudenra 
Message  which  reoommenda  a  revinon  of  tha 
laws  of  thb  District,  with  a  reference  to  intro* 
dnctng  the  Penitentiary  system.  It  was  a  proj^ 
er  subject  for  the  investigation  of  a  committee 
of  thb  House,  and,  for  one,  he  Enncerely  hoped 
that  such  committee  would  probe  the  bws  of 
the  District  to  the  bottom,  and,  if  they  cont^- 
ed  anjkthing  cruel  or  oppreesive,  that  it  might 
be  exposed  and  remedied.  So  far  as  any  ame- 
lioration in  thoae  bwa  were  needed,  be  ht^wd 
it  would  be  made,  and  that  no  ii^Jnmoe  would 
be  Bnflte«d  to  remain:  bi^  in  tu  meanwhile 
he  trusted  tiiey  should  not  be  vexed  with  an 
examination,  in  this  hall,  in  relati<Hi  to  persons 
under  peculiar  circumstances  coming  into  those 
States  where  slavery  was  tolerated,  as,  ftem 
the  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  could  not  lead  to 
any  good  result,  but  would  excite  mndi  un- 
pleasant feeling,  which  would  be  better  avoided. 

Mr.  HuiaTox  rose  to  addresa  the  Chair; 
when 

The  Speaker  arrested  the  fbrther  dlscosaon 
of  the  resolation,  the  hoar  allotted  by  the  rale 
of  the  House  to  the  consideration  of  resola- 
tions  having  passed. 


WmnxsnaT,  December  ST. 

The  resolation  offered  by  Mr.  WAnn,  <^Kew 
Tork,  yesterday,  was  agiun  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hahltok  said  that  he  did  not  know 
that  the  House  or  himself  bad  any  oooasion  to 
r^ret  that  be  did  not  yesterday  obtain  the 
floor,  when  the'  resolntion  of  the  gmtleman 
from  New  Tork,  [Mr.  Wasd,]  was  under  dis- 
cussion, as  that  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to 
pre&ce  bb  resolution  with  a  series  <h  remarks, 
which,  at  least,  in  thb  stage  of  the  Inquiry,  ho 
thought  both  gratmtons  and  inflammatoiy,  and 
wm  oalonlatad  to  hm  bd  to  an  eadtanunt  t» 
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vbioh  he  did  not  then  desire  to  oontribate,  nor 
would  now  provoke.  He  was,  therefore,  not 
disposed  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion :  for,  if  there  had  been  any  oppresenon  in 
tiiis  Cistriet  to  any  individnal,  oontrarr  to  law, 
fix  om,  was  wilUnif  that  it  ahoola  be  ex- 
posed. 

He  would,  therefore,  refiraia  from  now  dis- 
Cusring  the  questions  InToIved  in  the  resolu- 
tion, as  it  seemed  to  him  more  appropriate  to 
do  so  when  the  Committee  on  the  D&trict  of 
Colombia  should  report  on  the  resolution  itself, 
«honld  they  discover  the  evil  complidned  of  by 
the  gentleman,  or  adopt  all  his  views  as  to  its 
remedy.  With  this  feeling,  he  said,  he  would 
not  atop  to  expose  the  fiuOLacy  of  that  part  of 
the  gentleman*B  argument  which  he  presumed 
was  techndoally  to  be  cooauJered  its  arffumania- 
Um  portion ;  nor  could  he  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tieoce  of  the  House  by  indulging  in  any  cnti- 
dsm  on  the  ilietorieal  part  oi  his  discourse,  be- 
Mose  he  preswned  that  all  the  poetry  and 
phUanthn^y  of  this  waa  served  np  for  Uie  io- 
atraction  and  entertainment  of  thenwreseuto- 
t&ves  irf  twelve  slave-holding  States  and  territo- 
idea  in  that  Hoose.  He  would  not',  therefore, 
be  so  rnigratefol  as  to  rdect  what  might  have 
been  intended  as  a  "  compliment  of  the  season." 
But  he  trusted  -the  gentleman  would  pardon 
him  for  osBorini;  htm  that,  whenever  he  was 
desirous  of  gratifying  them  with  the  pathos  of 
a  certain  ballad,  entitled  "the  sun-stricken 
outcasts  of  Africa,"  he  might  save  himself  some 
trouble,  by  finding  at  his  hands  in  th^Della 
Cmsca  Album  of  some  boarding-school  miss, 
mnoh  prettier  vwaea  than  these.  But  nr,  said 
he.  let  this  pass.  "  Snffioioit  fw  the  day  is  the 
«Til  thereoC"  "Whenever  the  Committee  on  the 
IMrtrict  of  OdnmUa  report,  I  maj  have  some 
more  sniCable  occasion  afforded  me  of  applying 
•ome  of  the  philanthropic  oratory  of  the  gen- 
tleman of  New  Yoi^  to  the  great  State  he  has 
the  hmior  to  represent,  either  as  matter  of  ca- 
rioQS  speculation,  or  one  of  practical  utility. 

Ur.  MnTEB  then  offered  several  resolutions  as 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Waxd, 
the  object  of  which  was,  that  the  comnuttee 
flhoald  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  gradual  aboution  of  slavery  in  this  District. 
Kr.  JL  said,  that  he  was-  induced  to  offer  these 
KsolutioDS  by  waj  of  amendment,  not  by  any 
momentary  ez<^eiaent  of  feeling,  but  from  a 
deliberate  smse  of  duty. 

The  Speaker  dedded  that  the  reeolntiona 
were  not  admissible  as  an  amendment,  being 
in  themselves  distinct  and  independent  resolu- 
tions, which  had  no  connection  with  that  under 
oondderation  by  the  House.  They  would  be 
in  order,  if  offered  as  separate  resolntions,  and 
at  the  proper  time.  He  ordered  them,  how- 
ever, to  be  read  by  the  clerk,  for  the  Informa- 
tion of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Bmarr  objected  to  their  being  read  at  all, 
vnleas  read  for  the  purpose  of  consideration  by 
tbe  House.  If  the  oon^deratioB  was  out  <tf 
Mder,  ao  mnattlM  ntding  be  «lflo. 


Mr.  MraxB  then  said,  he  bad  aapposed  that, 
as  they  related  to  the  same  general  subject  as 
the  resolution  before  the  Honse^  they  mi^ 
have  been  added  to  it^  and  all  ccmaidered  to- 
gether :  but  as  this  was  not  the  case,  he  had  no 
wish  to  Tiidate  the  mder  of  the  Houae^  and. 
would  withdraw  the  resolutions. 

They  were  aooordiiu|ly  wiUi^wD. 

Ur.  Lbtobzb  said,  ucm  the  hastj  examm^ 
tion  which  be  had  given  to  the  reaolBlKa 
now  before  the  House,  he  had  no  heatation  ia 
expresfling  his  opinion  that  there  was  no  sort 
of  necessity  for  its  reference  to  a  ffominittefc 
He  did  not  think  it  presented  a  fit  sulgect  of 
legislation.  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  is  any 
law  in  existence  in  this  I^trict  in  relati<n  to 
frm  men  of  color,  which  ou^t  to  be  repealed 
or  modified;  but  it  is  asserted,  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  that,  if  any  statute  does  exist 
under  which  Gilbert  Horton  has  been  iujured 
or  oppressed,  that  it  is  nDeooatitntional  and  vcwd. 
The  case,  then,  of  the  iudividnal  mentioned  ia 
the  resolution,  ia  one  for  the  coorta,  not  la- 
this House.  His  redress  at  law  ia  fbll  and 
complete,  and  to  the  proper  tribunal  let  htm 
appeal,  and  have  his  remedy.  B^eving  this 
resolution  may,  by  possibility,  bring  up  a  deU- 
cate  subject,  and  by  its  discussion,  produce  un- 
necessary excitement,  I  move  to  lay  it  up<Mi  the 
table. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Xjrchu's 
motion,  it  was  negatived,  ayes  64,  noes  SO. 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  Mr.  Wjlbd>  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  WioKurrs  said,  that  he  was  led  to  the 
oondunon  that  no  anch  law  euated  fai  tbe 
trict  of  OoIamUa,  as  tiie  resdation  refiured  to. 
Abuses,  no  donbt^  mlj^t  have  h^>pened  nnder 
the  law  whidi  did  exist,  and  he  thought  it  very 

Srobable  they  had.  llie  law  in  the  District 
eclared,  (and  it  was  in  this  respect  not  differ- 
ent from  the  law  which  was  to  be  found  ia 
every  slave-holding  State,  and  In  some  States 
not  slave-holdmg,)  that  persons  of  c<dor  foimd 
loitering  without  employment,  and  snppoeed  to 
be  runaway  slaves,  might  be  apprehended  and 
imprisoned.  It  was  under  this  law,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  the  individual  to  whose  case  the 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  alluded,  bad  heen 
taken  up.  He  was  found  within  the  District 
witiiout  any  evidence  oi  his  freedom,  and  be 
was  taken  up,  and  impris(Mied  till  such  evidence 
could  be  obwned.  It  was  obtained  fkvHu  the 
State  ot  New  York,  and  be  was  Innnedtately 
set  at  liberty.  Such  lie  believed  to  have  been 
the  state  of  the  facts,  end  be  thought  the  state- 
ment ought  to  be  made  for  the  informatira  of  the 
House.  If  any  amendment  in  the  laws  of  this 
District  was  needed,  or  if  any  abuses  had  taken 
plaoe,  (points  he  would  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide,) the  object  aimed  at  by  the  gentieman 
from  New  York  could  as  well  be  attained  by 
directing  a  committee  to  revise  those  laws,  and 
report  such  alterations  to  this  House  os  they 
might  deem  expedient  and  proper.  But  the 
jimaniop  of  tm  Mil^ect,  as  iweaented  by  tha 
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gentleman's  resolution,  was  calculated  to  rouse 
feelinga  and  prodnce  an  ezoitement  which  it 
woald  bo  dimcolt  to  repress.  He  deprecated 
BQch  a  state  of  feeling :  he  had  no'  wish  to  see 
the  UuBOuri  question  brought  back  into  this 
House.  If  the  laws  needed  amendmeDt,  let 
them  be  amended ;  bnt  let  not  the  House  go  on 
in  the  sapposition  that  certain  laws  existed 
which  were  nowhere  to  be  found.  With  these 
views,  Kr.  "W.  moved  to  amend  the  reacdntkm. 
hf  striking  out,  after  the  word  "Besolvedf*' 
and  inserting,  **  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Ooliunbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedienej  of  amending  the  laws  in  force 
in  said  DistricV'  upon  the  snhject  of  apprebend- 
i&g  and  confiniog  in  Jail  fagitive  slaves, 

Mr.  DoBSET  said,  there  is  a  law  anUior- 
inng  a  free  person  of  color,  arrested  as  a 
runaway,  and  as  such  committed,  to  Ite  sold 
for  his  prison  fees,  and  the  reward  allowed 
bj  law  to  those  who  arrest  snob  persons.  It 
was  the  law  of  Maryland,  and,  as  such,  was 
adopted  as  the  law  of  the  District,  for  Washing- 
ton county.    Among  the  very  earliest  laws  of 
Harjland,  when  mantunission  of  slaves  was  not 
permitted,  it  was  eoaoted,  in  1716,  that  n^roes, 
who  should  be  arrested  as  nmnrays,  should  be 
OMnmitted  to  the  custody  of  the  ehwiff  of  the 
eonnty ;  that  those  who  arrested  such  persons 
■hoold  receive,  as  a  reward  for  so  doing,  the 
sum  of  200  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  that  the 
county  courts  should  di^ose  of  those  who 
shoola  be  arrested,  and  if  free,  if  they  could 
not  pay  the  reward  and  fees  to  the  jailer,  then 
they  should  be  sold  into  bondage,  to  dischan^ 
those  expenses  incidental  to  their  arrest.  In 
171*,  the  power  vested  in  the  coun^  courts 
under  the  act  of  1716,  was  transferred  to  the 
sheriff.   The  principle  assamed  in  this  act  of 
legislation,  predicated  upon  the  then  existing 
state  d  society,  was,  that  all  persons  of  color 
were  presumed  to  be  slaves.  In  1791,  the  Leg- 
Mirtare  prescribed  a  mle'of  conduot  for  tbiB 
sheriff,  directing  the  notice  to  be  given  by  the 
flherifi;  of  the  commitment  of  runaways.  Some- 
where about  the  year  1780  or  '6,  the  Legislature 
passed  a  law  l^^inng  manumission ;  yet  the 
same  principle  of  presumption,  that  all  persons 
of  color  were  slaves  until  the  contrary  appear- 
ed, regulated  the  decisions  of  the  law  otfacecs 
of  the  State,  till  1810,  when  Jadge  Scott  do- 
<^ded  that  he  would  discharge  all  persons 
brought  before  him  as  runaways,  unless  they 
were  proved  to  be  such.   This  decision,  and 
the  ill-directed  efforts  of  certain  societies,  im- 
pelled by  the  purest  motives,  produced  an  ap- 
preheusioQ  that  this  kind  of  property  was  very 
insecure,  and  the  Legislature,  in  1810,  passed  a 
law  in  conformity  to  the  prindple  of  presamp< 
mn  existing  b^ore  then,  ^piinst  tbe  person  of 
mor,  and  directing  the  Judge  to  commit  unless 
h«  Bbould  be  satined  that  the  n^ro  was  en- 
titied  to  his  freedom.   The  progress  of  emanci- 
pa^oa  was  astonishing;  the  State  became 
fovded  with  a  free  black  population,  and  the 
"tUatue  varied  its  law,  and  adi^ted  it  to  the 
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;  altered  condition  of  its  population :  for,  in  1817^ 
they  provided  that  if  no  owner  should  claim 
the  negro  committed,  that  then  the  Jfdler 
^ould  carry  him  before  a  Judge,  who,  if  he  wafl 
not  satisfied  that  he  was  free,  then  he  should 
remand  him  for  a  eettain  time'f  and  if  not 
daimed  in  that  time,  that  then  the  Judge  diould 
order  him  to  be  discharged,  and  his  foes  to  be 
taxed  on  the  county,  thus  diqtlaying  a  oom- 
mendable  vMlanoe  for  the  slave-hoMer,  and 
the  cause  of  humaaity,  so  far  as  the  eidsting 
state  of  sodety  would  permit ;  and  althoogh  I 
c«ne  from  a  dave-holding  dislfrict,  I  can  see  no 
inconvenience  in  referring  this  inquiry  to  la 
committee. 

Mr.  Woods  sud,  the  course  proposed  by  the 
resolution  was  usual  and  proper.  When  a' 
member  wished  to  turn  the  attention  of  any  of 
tiie  committees  of  the  House  to  any  subject 
which  he  deemed  important,  the  ordinary 
course  was  for  him  to  offer  a  resolution  pro- 
posing that  such  a  committee  inquire  into  that 
subject.  This  was  the  mode  every  da;r  pw- 
sned,  and  why  not  take  the  same  course  in  the 
present  ease)  After  the  oomnuttee  dull  have 
made  the  examination,  stated  by  the  resdntion, 
thciy  win  report  what  are  the  facte:  if  soeh  a 
law  does  east,  they  will  say  so ;  and  If  not,' 
they  will  say  so.  We  find  that  Afferent  opin- 
ions eiist  about  the  matter  among  the  members 
of  this  House :  then  let  a  committee  investigate, 
and  tell  us  what  the  truth  is. 

The  resolution  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  passed  without  a  word  of  remark  or  op^ 
position ;  but  the  mover  chose  to  accompfuiy  it' 
with  some  remarks  which  he  deemed  pertinent 
to  the  subject.  This  he  had  a  perfect  ri^t  to 
do,  and  it  was  not  censurable :  but  the  House' 
had  been  told  that  tbe  remarks  were  of  an  in- 
flammatory character.  For  himself,  he  could 
not  think  so.  If  the  gmtleman  from  svw  York 
approached  a  magaane  with  a  lighted  candle, 
it  certainly  became  him-  to  look  to  his  steps, 
and  to  tread  with  caution :  but  if  other  gentle- 
men, those  who  were  nearest  to  the  magazine, 
and  who  stood  round  it,  to  guard  it,  diould 
themselves  elicit  sparks,  who  had  they  to  blame 
if  an  explosion  should  happen  ?  He  could  see 
nothing  improper  in  the  resolution,  or  in  tbe 
remarks  which  had  accompanied  it,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that,  if  he  correctly  under- 
stood the  resolution  which  had  been  offered  by' 
^e  gentleman  from  New  York,  he  was  in  &vor 
of  that  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment c^ered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr,  'WioKum.] 

Mr.  WioxLivn  bere  Interposed,  and  said, 
diat  he  might,  possibly,  save  the  goiUemaa 
from  Giuo  some  trouble  by  informiog  him,  thai 
he  was  willing  now  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WmoHT  then  expressed  his  hope  that- 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted  by  the  House. 
All  it  proposed  was,  to  inquire  whether  a  law' 
did  or  aid  not  exist,  within  the  District  of  CJo- 
InmUa,  by  whioh  an  officer  was  eapowered-to 
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nprelMnd  (not  a  alaTs,  bnt)  &  free  mm ;  and, 
U  ntoh  «  Ufr  ftctuallj  does  exist,  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  amended.  Would  anj  gentle- 
man uj  that  this  ww  not  a  robject  o{  de^  in- 
terest} .  Of  interest,  not  only  to  thalKstrici, 
Int  to  Hkft  whole  Union!  He  beUeved  thm 
was  not  a  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  would 
deny  this:  and,  if  so,  why  ahoold  not  the 
Boose  prooeed  in  the  inqoiir  ?  They  had  been 
told  that  the  inquiry  was  of  an  irritating  char- 
acter, aod  oaloalated  to  excite  an^ry  disonssion. 
Bat  why  Bhoold  this  be  so  I  What  was  there 
ia  this  sntgect  to  produce  so  mnoh  exoitwientt 
If  some  gentlemeD  chose  to  lash  themscdres 
into  excitement  with  regard  to  it,  was  that  a 
{reason  why  the  House  should  not  proceed  in 
to  reasonable  and  proper  an  inquiry  f  fias  not 
the  HoQse  a  perfect  right  to  inquire  into  the 
•object,  and  to  legislate  upon  iti  It  became 
theni  to  inqoire  and  to  act.  The  excitement 
•boat  which  gentlnnen  talked,  was  no  reason 
why  inqoiry  was  to  be  airested.  It  was  the 
doty  ot  the  House  to  prooeed  In  its  daty  with 
oslmmei^  and  not  to  be  nrerented  from  per- 
ibnning  it  by  the  excited  feelings  of  any.  The 
observations  of  the  gentleman  inm  New  York 
bad  been  diaractainwd  as  inflammatory ;  for  his 
own  part  he  felt  no  such  effect  from  tiiem :  he 
oould  not  perceive  what  there  was  in  them  to 
biflame  any  body :  they  were  sneh  as  naturally 
grew  out  of  the  subject  of  the  resolution.  He 
hoped  the  oomniittee  would  be  directed  to 
make  the  inauiry ;  and,  if  the  evil  oompUdned 
of  did  exist,  he  hoped  they  would  point  it  out, 
together  with  its  proper  remedy. 

Mr,  Powiu  (from  the  Oonunittee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia)  aaHA  he  w^a  at  a  loss  to 
•ee  how  any  excitement  oovlA  grow  out  «f  tiie 
sesdntion,  in  its  presoit  sh^pe:  .ther»  was 
miely  no  necesdlnr  for  any  warmth  of  fbeling^ 
or  aoy  protracted  disov^on.  for  lus  own 
part,  be  believed  there  was  no  direct  OOTKwi- 
tion  to  the  resolution.  He  had  not  heutf  any 

Sintleman  attempt  to  nuuutain  that  the  resolu- 
on  ought  not  to  pass ;  nor  did  he  think  Uiere 
was  a  single  person  who  was  chT  that  opinion. 
For  himsell^  as  a  member  of  1h»  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  he  should  vote  for 
the  resolution ;  and,  if  it  passed,  he  was  pre- 
Mved  to  give  lUs  earnest  attention  to  the  duty 
It  enjoined. 

.  ICr.  i^sBT  nid  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  of 
the  same  (^ni(m  with  the  gentlunan  who  had 
joat  taken  his  seat.  Bnt  Iw  could  not,  and 
would  not,  vote  for  the  reeolntion  aa  it  now 
itood.  It  was  calculated  only  to  exdte  angry 
debate  and  irritated  feelinc^  Even  the  genue- 
man  from  Ohio,  who  proieased  to  see  nothing 
of  this  kind  in  it,  had  hlms^  exhibited  signs 
of  that  very  feeling.  If  the  gentleman  who 
bad  introduced  the  resolution,  would  consent 
•o  to  modify  it  as  to  omit  the  words  "  being  a 
^tiaen  of  any  of  the  States,"  he  would  then 
vote  for  it;  because  he  should  consider  the 
most  oUeotjonable  part  of  it  as  removed. 
Hr.  WASD  vs^nmd  bis  wDUngDeai  to  ao- 


oept  of  Buoh  amodificBtiim;  and  the  reaoiulaoa 
was  modified  accordingly. 

Hr.  MoDosnxs^d  he  was  sort  tb«  genU^ 
man  fnmi  Kew  Twk  had  aooepted  the  modifi- 
eation.  He  thought  the  resolutiaai,  ••  it  dov 
itoodt  decidedly  more  exceptionable  thsa  it 
ecMild  bs  r^uded  as  it  was  origiBally  prcNst- 
ed.  He  was  perfectly  willing,  for  bia  own  put, 
to  extend  to  the  niuens  of  ail  the  Statea,  %bmt- 
ever  nu^t  he  their  eolorj  any  and  ercry  inv* 
il««e  to  which  Budi  citixens  are  entiacd. 
Whether  any  particular  deacrq»lion  <^  person 
are  "  dtixens  of  the  United  St^ea,"  mqjfat  be  • 
question ;  bQl>  whm  the  BepreeentaliTe  of  ■ 
State  alleges  on  this  floor,  that  the  liber^  t4  • 
citizen  of  that  Btate  has  been  violated  by  tbe 
laws  of  a  district  over  which  Oangreas  holds 
exclusive  Jurisdictitn,  it  is  the  undoubted  and 
sacred  right  of  the  person  so  claiming  to  be  • 
citiaen,  to  be  heard  through  bia  Bepr«*entativCk 
The  proposed  inqnirr  on[^  therelbre,  to  be 
institi^  upon  prindplee  of  the  most  obvkns 
justice;  for  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  sn- 
derstood,  that,  while  be  should  vindBcatey  with 
firmness,  all  uie  ri^ta  which  be  ttpnaaOeit 
whenever  or  however  they  mig^  be  asaaileJ, 
he  was  for  according  to  evoy  other  m«ubai 
in  its  fbUest  extent,  the  aeme  oonstatntioBsi 
privilege.  For  his  own  part,  he  viewed  tb»  as 
a  question  aot  at  all  ctuculated  to  exdte  the 
sensibility  of  the  Representatives  from  the 
slave-holding  States.  They  certainly  do  not 
oMm,  by  any  fpeclal  prerogative,  to  be  the  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  wherever  it  may  exist  On 
the  contrary,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  lawn  of 
the  District  of  Colombia  have  been  made  the 
inurnment  <tf<^pre8ston,  oonunittedon  a  per- 
stm  ^ilfiH"g  to  be  a  oitiaen  of  Kew  T(»rfc--Hnid 
ho  was  free  to  declare  his  imprearim  that  taA 
Sti^  had  a  to  determme  for  itsdf  who 
should  ei^t^tbat  privilege — then  has  an  out- 
rage been  committed  which  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  South  and  North  are  equally 
bound  to  discountenance;  and  if  we  would 
avoid  the  imputation  of  giving  our  saneti(m  to 
the  obnoxious  proceeding,  the  law,  by  which  it 
was  snlborizea,  should  be  promptly  repealed. 
Without  anticipating  any  ultimate  questions  to 
which  the  inquiry  might  lead,  he  would  con- 
olode  with  the  remark  that,  if  any  inivil^  o£ 
a  citizen  of  New  Tork  has  been  violated  QaonA 
the  laws  or  tribunals  of  tlus  District,  this  body 
is  bound,  by  everynrin^le  cf  poUcy,  justice^ 
and  humanity,  to  amnd  its  ]vota^ion,  and 
ply  the  neoessai7  r«ne^. 

Ml.  Bbbmt  said  he  was  sorry  to  di^  fhoa 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oardina:  be  was 
equsBy  anxious  with  that  gentleman  to  see  Uie 
suldect  folly  investigated.  But  in  order  to 
avoid  that  part  of  the  subject  which  was  cako- 
lated  to  produce  irritation,  he  had  suggested 
the  amendment.  The  mover  had  saidTin  the 
nweoh  with  which  he  accompanied  bis  resolu- 
tion, that  a  certun  colored  free  man  had  be^ 
imprisimed,  and  afterwards  sold  to  pi^  lus 
pruQB  foM.  Ifb  a  wished  to  limit  the  fai- 
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quirj  to  tikis  pobt  alone,  mod  not  to  aet  the 
eommittee  to  dedde  vhethw  •  ft«e  man  of 
eolw  VM  " «  eitizai  of  the  United  States." 
Tliat  was  tlie  qvestl<m  be  aimed  to  avoid :  be- 
caose  he  knew  it  would  inentablj  prodooe 
much  excitement  In  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HmK  said  he  rose  especiaUj  to  repl;-  to 
a  remark  made  hj  several  gentlemen,  seeming 
to  imply  that  this  matter  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
OQssea,  because  it  created  so  mnch  excitement 
and  irritadoo.  Sndi,  certainly,  was  the  effect, 
and  Mr.  JL  regretted  that  it  was  so.  The 
whole  interests  of  the  District  are  confided  to 
oar  exclosive  Jm-isdiction.  Ko  power  bat  that 
of  the  General  Government  conld  operate. 
Slavery  existed  within  the  District,  and  the 
sobject  must  be  related  by  Congress.  It  was 
not  only  our  right  bat  onr  duty.  It  was  im- 
possible to  do  l£is  intelligently  without  inquiry 
and  free  discussion.  This  was  felt  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  delicacy ;  no  one  felt  tUs  more  aenubly 
Qb.  IC.  said)  than  himself.  It  is  always  pain- 
nd  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings;  such  was 
never  his  wish ;  and  it  was  matter  of  regret 
with  him  when,  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
snch  was  ever  the  oonseqnence.  In  his  opin- 
ion, every  snbject  that  it  was  om>  duty  to  regu- 
late and  l^islate  upon,  ought  to  l>e  conudered 
proper  to  be  introduoed  here,  and  freely  disonse- 
ed,  without  exciting  pain  or  passion.  We  have 
thesame  abs<date  control  over  this  subject  here 
that  the  States  have  within  the  lunita  of  their 
nqteeUve  soverwffnties,  and  it  was  equally  our 
duty  to  exercise  it.  It  was  in  fact  the  case, 
that,  owing  to  the  palnfbl  exdtement  growing 
oat  of  any  motion  on  the  suttJecfe  of  davery 
here,  it  had  been  utterly  n^ected.  Gentlemen 
from  neither  section  of  the  Union  liked  to  take 
suy  step  In  relation  to  it:  the  consequence 
was,  that  there  had  been  no  amelioration  of  the 
laws  growing  out  of  the  system  of  slavery  here, 
for  the  thirty  years  the  IHstrict  had  been  mider 
Uie  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government. 
a  other  States,  improvements  had  been  made : 
vaiT  codes  had  been  meliorated :  here,  from  the 
cause  alluded  to,  they  had  been  entirely  neglect- 
M,  and  all  the  corruptions  growing  out  of  that 
neglect,  and  the  oupidity  of  those  who  looked 
2v  to  their  private  interesL  were  severely 
ftlt  From  a  pwer  in  his  hand,  which  he 
Mated  to  be  offidal,  Ur.  U.  read  an  account  of 
the  persons  imprisoned  in  the  jiul,  as  follows : 

*™*waT  negroes  eommItt«d  to  the  of  Wash- 
Bgtoa  County,  District  of  Columtria,  from  the  1st 
«7  of  DeoMiUMr,  1828,  to  November  SOtb,  1824, 

^todirfed,  52 

•»fo-lc*eping,  by  their  masteia,  from  De* 
eenber  lit,  1828,  to  Norenber  SOth,  I8S4, 

"•""•ay  negroes  committed  from  December 
w.  1824,  to  November  80th,  1825, 

*«  safe-keeping,  by  their  masters,  from  De- 
•enber  Ist,  1824,  to  November  80th,  1826,  .„ 
'ul«en  flf  the  above,  that  were  committed  ai  nin- 

J^J^  proved  to  be  free ;  and  one  of  them  sold  for 

■>'>a  fees  and  other  expenaaa. 
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White  and  black  criminals :  tbe  foUowing  nun-  # 
ber  eoramitted  for  oAnces,  from  December  i 
1st,  18SS,  to  November  80th,  18S4,       -  IM 

Aad  about  the  same  number  for  the  year  tali- 
lowing. 

[Sgned  by  tbe  JaOer.] 
Of  the  eighty-one,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  in  jtUl  for  safe  keq>ing,  he  ob- 
served, that  he  understood  they  were  placed 
there  for  sale:  that  the  Federal  prisons,  and 
theur  keepers,  were  extensively  tued  for  the 
purpoee  of  carrying  on  the  domestio  slave 
trade.  I  presume  that  gentlemen  have  no 
proper  idea  of  the  situation  of  this  matter ;  if 
they  had,  it  would  seem  as  if  tlie  sentiment 
must  be  general,  that  L^islative  interferenoo 
is  proper.  Last  Winter,  said  Ur.  IL,  I  went 
throng  the  cells  oi  l3ie  prison,  and  I  will  raei^ 
Uott  an  instance  of  its  oooupataon  that  was  pn- 
eeoted  to  me.  There  was  a  woman  in  a  oeQ, 
with  three  children,  one  an  in&nt,  all  for  sale. 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  she  was  the 
wife  of  a  free  man,  who  had  had  by  her  nine  ehil- 
dren.  As  they  grew  to  an  age  to  be  profitable 
in  market,  the  children  were  sold ;  now  the  wo- 
man had  arrived  at  a  time  of  life  to  be  no  longer 
valuable  as  a  breeder,  she  and  ber  childran 
were  separated  from  her  husband,  and  sent  to 
your  prison  for  sale :  your  officer  who  keeps  it^ 
being  employed  as  tiie  agent.  Another  in- 
stance was  stated  to  him  yesterday,  in  a  war 
that  seemed  entitled  to  credit :  that  a  free  om- 
(H«d  man  was  'taken  np  under  tbe  law  and  im- 
prlsuied.  Igninai^  pow,  friendless,  he  foanA 
It  diffioolt  to  prove  his  freedom,  and  lay  in  Jdl 
in  so  miserable  a  situation  tiisA  his  legs  were 
so  frozen  that,  when  liberated,  he  had  to  walk 
on  Iiis  knees,  being  a  cripple  for  life.  He  men- 
tioned these  circmnstances  to  show  that  evila 
existed  of  a  nature  and  to  an  extent  which  gtsh 
tlemen  were  not  probably  apprised  o^  and 
which  he  was  sore  they  woola  not  approve. 
In  addiUon  to  all  this,  Hr.  If.  said,  that  there 
were  places  in  the  District,  by  some  called  Pens, 
where  the  slave  dealers  ^tber  tt^ther  gangs 
of  slaveti,  and  then  fasten  them  by  a  long  cbwn, 
running  between  the  pidrs,  and  to  this  they  are 
handcuffed,  right  and  left,  and  so  driven  ofll^ 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty,  in  a  drove.  The  num- 
ber passing  the  bridge  in  a  year,  was  said  to 
have  amounted  to  hundreds.  It  was,  in  truth, 
the  case  that,  owing  to  the  total  neglect  d  this 
su^ect  by  the  only  power  having  authority  to 
remedy  the  evils,  this  had  become  the  head- 

n-ters  of  the  domestio  slave  trade.  And, 
the  House  might  see  the  impression  its 
enormities  had  made  upon  others,  he  read  a 
reaolutim  oSenA  hj  Mr.  Bandolpn,  in  ICanh, 
1816. 

*' On  motfon  of  Kr.  Bandolph, 
"  Rt$otve^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
Inquire  into  the  existence  of  an  inbamao  and  Illegal 
traffic  fn  slaves  carried  on  la  and  through  the  Ms* 
trict  of  Columbia;  and  to  report  whether  any,  and 
wbat,measuree  are  necessary  ior  patthig  a  stop  to 
thei 
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#  A  few  days  after,  the  oommittee  had  leave  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  Depositions  were 
afterwards  laid  upon  the  table,  taken  hy  the 
committee,  bnt  be  had  searohed  in  the  clerk^s 
office  for  them  withoat  effect.  All  would  go 
to  show  that  the  whole  subject  of  slavery  with- 
in the  District  needed  our  interference,  and 
ought  to  be  discussed  with  freedom  and  good 
temper.  In  relation  to  the  porticalar  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kew 
York,  (Mr.  Wabd,)  Mr.  M.  thou^t  it  properly 
drawn,  a  fit  mbjeot  for  inquiry,  and  more  es- 
pecially BO,  as,  from  the  paper  he  (Hr.  21.)  had 
read,  it  appeiffed  that,  of  fifty-eighi  committed 
as  runawsgrs,  fifteen  had  proved  themselves 
free,  and  one  been  sold  for  his  Jul  fees.  In- 
justice oert^ly  resolted  from  the  law  as  it 
Btands.  and  he  thought  it  right  the  oommittee 
should  inquire  into  the  sul^ect. 

Ur.  DoBsn  expressed  much  r^ret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
Indulged  hmiself  in  bringing  forward  the  nar- 
rative he  had  Just  submitted  to  the  House :  be- 
cause it  might  lead,  elsewhere,  to  tbe  idea  that 
some  ulterior  measure  was  intended :  that  the 
gentleman  was  moving  thb  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  internal  trade  in  slaves 
▼ithin  the  United  States,  finch  aa  idea  was 
well  calenlated  to  produce  excitement  and 
alarm  in  tiie  daTe-htuding  fitates.  He,  there- 
fore, suggeated  an  amencunent  to  the  resdn- 
tion,  making  it  generally  propose  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  amending;  existing  laws. 
There  was,  he  sud,  no  need  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  whether  such  a  law  existed :  He  would 
read  to  the  House  the  law  referred  to.  (Here 
Hr.  D.  read  the  law.)  He  had  no  doubt  that 
every  gentleman  would  cheerfhUy  consent  that 
this  taw  ought  to  be  modified ;  and  if  such  was 
the  object,  It  might  be  arrived  at  by  a  better 
mode  tiian  the  resolution  proposed.  The  indi- 
cations of  excitement  were  already  perceptible 
in  the  House — and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
remarks  and  statements  of  the  gentlemaa  from 
FennqrWania  had  not  been  calculated  to  all^r  it 
■  ISi.  Braihxt  oould  not  but  ccnuBder  the 
qne^n,  which  was  Intended  to  be  presented 
to  the  Honse^  as  a  Tei7  simple  one.  It  was 
not  now  put  to  them  to  say  whether  the  laws  of 
the  District  on  the  subject,  ori^nally  passed 
by  Maryland,  ought  to  be  altered  into  conform- 
ity with  the  present  laws  of  that  State ;  it  was 
not  even  this;  but  simply,  whether  a  com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
such  alteration.  It  would  be  recollected,  too, 
that  tbe  oommittee  by  whom  the  inquiry  was 
proposed  to  be  made,  was  one  appointed 
8i>6oially  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
District  Mr.  B.  stud  he  believed  it  was  not 
usual  to  enter  into  such  extended  debate  on 
mere  resolutions  of  inquiry;  uid  he  saw  no 
oooadon  for  it  in  this  instance.  He  hoped  the 
rescdution  wmdd  pass  Vithont  fhrther  amend- 
ment,  more  especially  as  no  gentleman  would 
be  oommitted  by  mi  vote  aa  to  ai^  tdtoior 
proceedings. 


Mr.  DoBBXT  sud,  as  he  had  been  requested 
to  withdraw  his  amendment,  he  would  coDsatt 

to  do  so. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  was  not  disposed  to  object  to 
an  inc^uiry ;  yet,  he  must  think  that  the  form 
in  which  the  resolution  was  presented,  and  tbe 
remarks  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  were 
calculated  to  produce  excitement  Siereral 
gentiemen  who  had  addressed  the  House  thii 
morning,  appeared  to  be  of  opinicn  that  there 
ought  to  M  no  irritation  cn  this  anl^ject,  in 
whatever  form  presented :  a  nngla  mosiMBt'a 
reflection  would  oe  snffident  to  snow  that  Om 
was  a  Tory  great  ndstake.  On  thia  mljec^ 
Mr.  F.  said,  there  is  in  the  United  States  ft 
radical  difference  of  opinion.  The  gentlanaa 
from  Kew  York,  and  others,  claim,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  that  black  persons,  held  to  be  ettiaetts 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  New  Yodc, 
should  dnjoy  in  every  other  State  the  same 
privilege.  The  whole  of  the  South^n  delega- 
tion deny  this  claim.  TTe  hold  (sud  he)  that 
we  have  tiie  right  to  exclude  free  pei^e  of 
color,  to  eject  them,  and  to  limit  their  prinlegM, 
when  wo  admit  them  to  reside  among  us.  We 
know  that  there  baa  been  a  consideraUe  &- 
cussion  on  this  head,  aridng  from  one  ot  the 
States  exduding  milors  of  a  foreign  oonnby 
(admlB^ble  under  treaty  stipulationa)  under  its 
general  law  concerning  persnu  of  cdcr,  and 
confining  such  persons  in  prison  when  this  lav 
has  been  contravened  by  tncm.  On  a  question 
like  this,  intimately  connected  with  the  safety 
of  a  large  portion  of  this  country,  diecosnon 
must  necessarily  prodnoe  excitement ;  especial- 
ly when  the  case  of  Gilbert  Horton,  with  all 
its  attendant  circumstances,  had  1>een  broo^t 
into  view.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  diqxieed 
to  be  excited,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
proper  inquiry  on  this  sulgect.  But,  when  the 
gentleman  told  the  House  that  the  constitution 
gave  protection  to  this  individual :  that  the  cm- 
stitution  gives  to  the  States,  respective^,  ^ 
power  of  regulating  the  sul;]ect:  he  amiraed 
the  strongest  ailment  sgunst  his  own  pn^o- 
rition ;  because,  if  he  was  li^t  In  this  pod- 
tion,  tiiere  was  no  sort  of  occauon  for  tibte  in- 
quiry which  he  proposed.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  enter  into  the  question,  b 
it  expedient  that  the  laws  of  this  District  shall 
be  altered,  or  is  it  noti  But  tbe  ^ntieman 
had  no  right  to  institute  this  inquiry  at  the 
moment  of  fulminating  accusations  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  against  which  the  Judi- 
ciary would  afford  sufficient  protecUfW.  If 
the  gentleman  admitted  that  the  laws  of  the 
District  on  this  subject  were  constitutional,  Mr. 
F.  was  perfectly  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  them,  and  he  hmed  the 
committee  would  T«>ort  mch  alteratiMM  in 
them  as  the  state  of  aooiety  mt^t  jnati^  or 
require. 

Mr.  Flotd  said  he  did  not  mean,  althoogh 
he  had  some  ol;]eotion  to  tbe  diape  of  the 
resdatknif  and  the  mode  ot  its  {weaentation,  to 
oppoM  its  ptflBBge.  He  waa  atarj  that  the 
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subject  had  prodaoed  so  much  coDTersation. 
It  most  be  aqnaUy  interesting  to  gentlemen 
firom  eveiy  State,  that  freemen,  of  whatever 
color,  wrongfolly  imprieoned,  should  be  set  at 
liberty.  Is  there  a  law  in  operation  within 
this  District  which  authorizes  the  imprisonment 
of  such  t  If  so,  eveiT  one  would  agree  that  it 
onght  to  be  repeated.  Mr.  F.  said  he  would 
step  forward  to  guard  the  rights  of  such  a  man 
as  soon  as  anj  other :  he  hoped  it  was  not  the 
peculiar  dntj  of  anj  one  to  take  this  charge 
npoa  his  philanthropr.  If  a  man,  imprisoned 
-within  thu  District,  had  his  feet  fro^bitton, 
it  was  his  misfortune :  the  courts  would,  doubt- 
less, regulate  the  cwdnot  of  their  Jdl-keepers. 
Bnt  the  Hoiise  ought  not  to  be  too  much  affect- 
ed by  this  case :  for,  Ur.  F.  said,  he  had,  in  his 
time,  known  a  white  man,  once  influential  and 
respected,  fVost-bitten  during  impi%onment/or 
d^t :  and  he  personallj  knew,  during  his  ob- 
serration  of  the  practice  of  the  hospital  in 
Philadelphia,  in  his  younger  days,  that  the  root 
of  the  diseases  of  four-flftbs  of  all  the  persons 
who  went  into  that  asylum  was  poverty — mis- 
fortone.  Poverty,  in  any  count^,  is  attended 
by  many  ills ;  and  not  by  more  here  than  else- 
where. And  as  to  all  that  stuff  about  ap- 
proaching a  magazine  with  a  candle — where  is 
the  magarine  t  There  Is  none  that  I  know  of. 
Mr.  F.  made  a  few  fiirther  ohserradons,  ex- 
pressive of  his  readiness,  which  he  believed 
was  common  to  all,  to  protect  and  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  every  class  of  people  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  from  the  mayor  to  the 
most  humble  individual.  All  he  desired  was, 
that  it  should  be  dono  in  a  way  not  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  some  States,  under  the  plea 
of  protecting  the  rights  of  oOter  States, 

Mr.  Mabtindalk  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
resoladon  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  t>o  instnicted  to  report  to  this  Hoose  an 
abstract  of  all  laws  in  force  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, ia  anywise  affecting  the  liberty  of  the  pcr- 
au ;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  porttoDS  of  said 
laws  have  been  repealed  or  modlBed  by  the  Legia- 
latores  of  the  SUtes  of  Maryland  or  '^rginia.*' 

Whioh  motion  he  aoonnpanied  with  ft  fyw 
remarks  of  explanation. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Powbix, 
who  thought  it  imposed  an  unnecessary  labor 
on  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  talien  on  the  original 
resolution  of  Ur.  Wabd,  and  oarrled  by  a  urge 
n^ority. 

Thtbsdat,  December  28. 
Itihmut  <if  Pamma. 
Mr.  Rebd  moved  the  following : 

Ruolvedj  That  the  Como^ttee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instroctcd  to  inquire  into  the  ezpetUency  of  estab- 
Sshinc  a  line  of  coDunoDication  from  some  port  or 
^cela  the  Uidted  States,  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Phuiqb,  to  sooM  port  or  pwts  on  tlie  Facifle 
Ocean. 

Hr.  Bed  Mid,  tiiat  it  would  be  remMnboed 


[H.  ov  B. 

that  the  subject  to  which  he  was  now  desirous 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  had  been 
presented  for  their  consideraUon  by  Uie  repoct 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Kavy,  the  last  year, 
which  accompanied  the  President's  Message. 
I  did,  (sud  he,^  during  the  last  session,  offer  a 
resolution,  which  pasMd  this  House,  of  similar 
import  with  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Naval  Affdrs  did  not  find 
time  to  report  upon  the  snt^ect  during  the  last 
session. 

As  that  resolution  was  misunderstood  by 
some,  presuming  a  canal  or  rmlway  was  con- 
templated, I  deem  it  expedient  to  offer  a  few 
woras  in  explanation  of  my  views  upon  the 
subject. 

We  have  ft  condderahle  naval  force  in  the 
Pociflo  Ocean.  That  force  will  not  he  dimin- 
ishedf  but  may  be  increased,  so  limg  as  we 
may  hftve  a  navy,  and  foreign  commerce.  How 
important  is  it  to  communicate  instructions  to| 
and  receive  despatches  fh>m,  our  squadrm 
there.  Look  at  their  situation — the  vast  extent 
of  countiy  they  visit,  the  different  nations  they 
visit  bordering  upon  that  extended  coast,  sul>- 
ject  to  changes,  and  perhaps  revolutions.  Look; 
also,  to  the  islands  with  whom  we  have  inter- 
course, inhabited  by  savages.  No  portion  <rf 
our  navy  needs  instruction  so  mudi  or  so  often, 
and  yet  ve  cannot  give  and  receive  informa* 
tion  man  that  sqnadron  in  less  time  than  eight 
months.  By  the  contemplated  route,  informa- 
tion may  be  carried  from  one  of  our  port&* 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  Lima,  and 
receive  an  answer,  in  about  three  months,  less 
than  half  the  time  required  in  the  circuitous 
route  around  Cape  Horn,  saving  a  voyage  of 
more  than  ten  thousand  miles.  It  would  ^ord 
means  of  sending  and  receiving  despatches  from 
our  Ministers  and  Agents  in  uie  South  Ameri- 
can BepnbUcs.  It  would  afford  great  facilities 
to  our  commerce  in  that  ocean — commerce 
already  considerable,  and  which  is  increasing, 
and  will  continue  to  increase.  Our  commerce, 
and  tbe  various  interests  inse^rably  connected 
with  it,  require  all  tiie  facilities  which  the 
Government  can  afford.  It  would  afford  im-" 
portant  advantages  to  our  whole  fishery.  We 
nave  in  that  ocean  a  hundred  whale  ships,  the 
greater  port  from  my  own  neighborhood  and  dis- 
trict These  ships  have  two  thousand  men  on 
boord,  and  their  voyages  continue  for  three 
years.  I  acknowledge  it  would  be  gratifying 
and  useful  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  ttiesd 
men  to  advise  their  friends  and  those  interested, 
of  their  success  or  misfortune.  It  would  afford 
to  all  who  might  be  situated  in  that  distant 
ocean,  an  opportunity  to  send  to,  and  receivtf 
letters  fiom,  tiielr  friends. 

I  am  fblly  convinced  that  the  i>roposed  com- 
munication is  highly  important  in  every  rela- 
tion. I  hope  its  importance,  entedally  as  the 
expense  of  carrying  it  into  effect  is  very  in- 
oomAderable,  may  reodve  tike  early  attentioa 
of  the  committee. 

The  resdotUn  waa  tiien  agreed  to. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  WiHe,  Delegate  frmn 
lOdngan,  tb«  Hoose  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Cosdict  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  "  autiiorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
eert^n  roads  in  the  Tenitorj  of  Michigan." 

The  several  blanka  in  the  bill  were  filled,  one 
vith  1,600  doHara,  for  sorrejrs,  and  two  others 
with  12,000  and  36,000  dollara,  for  opening  the 
•everal  roads  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Yahob  explained  the  ritoation  of  the 
nads  referred  to,  and  thdr  aqiect  cm  the  mili- 
tarT^defenoe  of  that  temtorr;  that  fromDe* 
troit  to  the  riTO*  St.  Clair,  bein^  intended  for 
the  purpose  (rf  throwing  troops,  in  time  of  war, 
into  the  Upper  Lake  country,  should  the  ^t- 
ish  fortify  and  bold  the  water  commanication ; 
that  firom  Detroit  to  the  Saganaw  Bay,  led  into 
the  heart  of  the  Chippewa  country ;  that  from 
the  same  place  to  Chicago,  into  the  heart  of  the 
•ountry  of  Uie  Pattowatamie  and  Miami  In- 
dians. Both  these  would  give  access  to  the 
•nemy  in  case  of  an  Indian  war. 

The  bill  was  theu  rmorted  as  amended,  and 
wdered  to  be  engro— ed  for  n  third  reading. 

FmDAT,  December  S9. 
InUmei  Improvement, 
lb.  Ibna  mored  the  following  resolotion : 
Seaettedt  That  the  Committee  of  Wan  and  Heans 
be  InstroGted  to  inquire  Into  the  expemency  of  dis- 
•onUnidnetbe  annual  appropriation  heretofore  made 
for  dcfrayioff  the  cipense  of  such  surveys  of  routes 
for  roads  and  canals  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  of  substituting  thervfor,  distinct  and 
qwcifio  sppropriatiODS  for  surveying  such  routes 
cnily  aa  ahjd!  l>e  authorized  by  Congress. 

The  resolation  being  read — 

Mr.  RiTBB  said,  thai,  in  presenting  the  reso- 
lation jnst  read,  it  joight  oe  proper  for  him 
briefly  to  state  ue  general  reasons  which  led 
)iim  to  beUeva  that  the  inqnlrr  jvoposed  by 
ft  was  Budt  A  one  u  was  fit  to  be  entertained 
by  this  House,  It  would  be  recollected  that^ 
daring  the  first  seadon  of  the  Elghteei^th  Con- 
gress, after  a  protracted  and  elaborate  disous- 
liai  of  the  abstract  constitutional  question,  a 
law  wai  passed,  anthoriidng  the  PreudMit  to 
eanse  snrreys  to  be  made  of  such  routes  for 
roads  and  canals  as  **  he  might  deem  to  be  of 
national  importance,"  and  making  an  appro- 
priation of  80,000  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
canying  the  objects  of  that  act  into  effect 
paring  the  second  seeuon  of  the  same  Congress, 
an  ^jpropriation  was  introduced  into  the  Gen- 
wal  Military  Appropriation  BUI,  of  another 
•am  of  S8,000  dolIarB,  for  "making  surveys, 
and  carrying  on  the  operattona  of  tlie  Board  of 
Enginews^  m  relatkn  to  Internal  Improve- 
menta;"  and  a  irimllar  appropriation  was  uain 
luerted  in  the  Military  Appropriation  Bill  of 
)ait  year,  of  60,000  d<dlars,  for  "defraying  the 
expenses  inddoatal  to  examinations  and  snr- 
preparatory  te^  and  inud  of^  the  Uxmor 


tion  of  roads  and  canals.**   It  will  be  percriwaJ, 
from  the  recital  I  have  given     ^  two  last 
acts  of  Congress^  that  th^  are  aileat  aa  to  tka 
authority  by  whidi  the  snUacta  for  tbeee  aor- 
veys  were  to  be  designated;  but  tbey  wcrc^ 
probably,  intended  at  tbe  time,  and  have  been 
since  acted  upon  by  the  Executive,  as  enitirair 
ing  in  the  Frendent  the  same  diseretioiMry 
authority  which  was  originally  vested  in  liim 
by  the  act  of  1824.   It  has  so  hiq^nmed,  the* 
the  pn^ety  of  tranriim-ing  to  the  Eiucatire 
Departmoit  this  large  dbcretionary  power 
over  the  paUie  money,  has  never  seoeiTed  ttsa 
separate  otnudderation,  or  explicit  aaaetkai  vt 
this  House.  In  1^4,  it  waa  mwged  m  tb* 
constitutional  qoestion  respecting  tbe  poircr  of 
Congress  to  act  npmt  the  ealgect  or  internal 
improvMnenta,  which  waa  the  sole  ground  of 
debate  <m  that  occasion ;  and  in  1826  and  18S& 
from  the  po^on  it  occupied  in  the  General 
Military  Appropriation  Bill,  it  was  ovCTfaadow- 
ed  and  lost  sight  at  amid  tbe  variety  <^  other 
ot^ecta  with  which  it  was  sorrounded.   I  can- 
not hdp  believing,  said  Mr.  B.,  tiiat,  when  thia 
subject  shall  engage  the  serious  deliberation  cf 
this  House,  it  will  be  found  that  we  have  &Ueii 
into  a  gross  departure  from  the  true  genina  of 
onr  GovemmMit  and  tbe  sound  maxima  of  re- 
publican policy.   The  control  of  tbo  pabfia 
money,  Hid  tiie  dengn^^'^'^  oqjeda 
upon  which  it  shoold  be  expended,  are  anK^ 
the  bluest  trusta  erafided  to  the  ki^islativa 
authority  of  the  Union;  and,  to  assiga  the 
performance  of  these  trusta  to  any  other  hamds 
than  onr  own,  is  an  unwarrantable  and  dan- 
gerous del^ation  of  our  powers.   This  ddega- 
tion,  in  tbe  present  instance,  is  the  less  excus- 
able, becatise  the  duty  we  assign  to  the  Presi- 
dent, is  one  to  which  we  are  entirely  com- 
petent onrselves.   It  is  admitted  by  all  the 
friends  of  internal  improvements^  under  the 
anspices  of  the  General  Government,  that,  k 
their  legitimate  scope,  they  are  confined  ex- 
clusively to  objects  of  a  pervading  natioiui 
ebaraeter.  These  ol]|}ecta  cannot  be  very 
merona,  and,  if  they  were  so,  sorely  we  -who 
come  from  the  various  dividons  of  the  Ccmftd- 
eracy,  and  are  presumed  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  mutual  ccmnection  and  dq>eudeDoe  the 
several  parts,  are  as  well  qualified  to  deter- 
mine what  objects  are  of  geaersl  IntMcat  to  tbe 
whole,  as  any  individual,  noweverdevaited  hit 
station,  or  jnstly  entitied  to  respect  bis  opsnkms 
may  be.   Among  the  many  ulutaiy  ooiinaels 
delivered  by  onr  great  political  reformer,  (1  al* 
lade,  sud  Mr,  B.,  to  Mr.  Jefferson,)  there  w« 
none  more  earaesUy  and  freqnaitiy  inculcated 
by  him  than  that  of  "  appro{ff1ating  apecifio 
sums  for  even^  ^leoifio  pnipose  snsoqituile  cf 
definition."  TheoUeotaanbraoedinaiMtfoaal 
system  <tf  internal  unprorement,  are  aordy  ci» 
paUe  of  bdng  defined;  and  I  trust  we  rinO 
avail  ourselves  of  the  ooead«L  now  preeeoted 
by  the  recnrrence  of  oar  annnal  appropriatioo^ 
to  return  to  sound  prindples  from  which  wa 
have  inoogsidarately  gone  astray.  There 
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b«side>,  Mid  'Mr.  B.  an  obvioiu  ineoo^ity  in 
our  fw^aeat  xDode  of  prooeediiig  apon  this  mh- 
j«ot.   The  power  of  sarrejinf  rootes  for  roftda 
and  esiuls  is  aasicned  to  one  oqiartiDeDt  of  the 
OoTwmwnt,  wbue  the  poww  of  oonstmcting 
them  is  ratMoed  by  mmmer.  In  oonseqnenoe 
of a^iferawet^oi^iiioD  between  thetwode- 
pHtmenta,  it  mi^,  and  no  doubt  will  h^tpen, 
tli^t       Prerident  wiH  oanse  rootee  to  be  sor^ 
Teyed,  whicdi  Gon^«M  may^  not  consider  of 
mfflcient  indportanoe  to  jnstifj  an  ^plication 
d  the  nattooal  reaonroea  for  tMir  constntotion, 
tad  thos  a  nseleaa  ezpaiditore  <^  the  pablio 
treasnre^  to  a  large  amonot)  may  be  inourred, 
and  tA  m  time,  too,  when  we  are  reminded, 
from  the  highest  aothority,  '■^  of  the  neoessity 
of  abiding  by  the  nuudma  of  the  most  vigilant 
eecHtomy."    Bnt  the  most  sarioos  objection  to 
Ona  system  of  legislation  renuUns  to  be  noticed, 
ft  is  its  tendency  to  destroy  the  true  balance  of 
ttie  oonstitntioii — to  iDerea8&  daogwoosly  to 
inerease,  the  inAnenoe(^onedq»rtoientof  the 
SoTonmaDt  at  the  enenae  of  another— to 
strawthen  that  arm- of  the  pablio  anthority 
wU<£  ia  already  niffimMitly  powerfld— and  to 
main  grafcidtoaa  addiliona^  by  legtalative  oon- 
eearton,  to  that  mass  <^  patronage  secured  to 
the  EsBcatATe  by  the  proviisirau  of  the  oontrtl- 
tation,  and  which  the  legislatiTe  anthwlty  has 
BO  power  to  redaee.   It  waa  not  my  object, 
■aid  Mr.  R.,  to  dwell  on  any  of  theae  topics.  I 
have  barely  adverted  to  them,  for  the  purpose 
ot  showing  l^t  there  are  oonsideratioos  in- 
Tolved  in  the  inqoiry  I  have  proposed,  of  the 
deepest  import  to  the  soand  adrnmistratton  of 
the  Government,  and  in  order  to  attract  to 
them  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  Hoose,  and 
of  the  committee  to  which  the  n\^t  is  eab- 
mitted.  If  it  should  becmne  neceaaary,  in  the 
ftrther  progress  «r  the  measnre,  I  will  endeavor 
to  dereb^  my  views  of  this  subject,  in  all  Its 
bearings,  more  folly  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Babteitt  said  he  waa  happy  the  atten- 
tioa  of  the  House  had  l>een  called  to  gen- 
«nl  8al;;}eot  of  tb»  nutnner  in  which  approprifr- 
tteus  are  made  by  this  Houm.  A  resolution 
had  been  lying,  for  some  days,  on  his  table, 
which,  from  that  reluctance  he  ever  felt  to 
trouble  the  House,  he  hod  forborne  to  ofi^r, 
the  object  of  which  was  nearly  allied  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia — ^but  it  covered 
BKire  ground  and-  went  fiirther  than  this.  He 
vas  persuaded  that,  on  examination,  it  would 
be  fimnd,  that  there  ia  not  a  Government  on 
ttnh,  where  pnUio  money  ia  i^qtropTiated  as 
n  Is  in  ours,  ^timates  are  sent  to  na  ftom 
the  departmental  in  a  ahue,  which  he  £d  not 
vas  iraprrow,  (aa  he  aid  not  doubt  the  tal- 
<Dt  of  tiie  offlcera  coneemed,)  but  which,  to 
luny,  was  certainly  not  dearly  intelligible, 
iheie  eonununloations  were  usually  referred  to 
▼wy  aUe.  committees,  but  no  committee  is  just- 
17  eipeoted  to  be  acqaaioted  with  all  the  va- 
'ieofl  departments  of  information  embraced,  es- 
pwially  m  the  annual  report  of  ttie  Treasury, 
nd  which  are  daciradfrmn  a  great  Taria^  « 
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sources.  The  duty  of  the  Oommitfeee  of  Wftya 
and  Ueana  does  not  demand  that  its  members 
should  be  familiar  with  all  theae  particnlara, 
since  its  appropriate  du^  is  no  more  than  to 
point  out  Uie  manner  in  which  the  reeonrcei^ 
to  be  a{^)ropriated  by  the  Houae,  shall  be  beat 
api^ied.  But,  as  things  now  operate,  the  pow- 
er cf  mm^triation  reddea,  praotieally,  in  the 
HeUa  of  Departments,  whilst  the  responsibifitr 
oi  the  ^^Ht^riatiog  poww  reets  on  this  House, 
The  d^>aitnient8  are  in  the  habit  of  asking  for 
q>e<inAo  sums  aa  in  part  payment  for  such  and 
such  objects  while  the  whole  amount,  which 
the  several  objects  require,  ia  never  stated,  and 
nobody  knows  how  great  it  may  be.  The  com- 
plaint was  frequent,  that  the  cmnmuntoationa 
are  unintelli^lue,  espedally  to  new  members^ 
aiid,  indeed,  to  old  members  too,  unless  they 
will  take  the  labor  of  extennve  arut  tedious  in- 
vestigation of  documents.  He,  therefore,  offered 
the  following  amendment,  which,  he  hoped, 
would  be  accepted  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  aa  a  modiftcaUon  of  his  own. 

Retolwd,  That  the  Cofflsiittee  of  Ways  and  Meaaa 
be  instructed  to  inqafae  into  the  expediency  of  re* 
quiring,  (tiat,  hereafter,  all  eatfnalea  of  approprta- 
tioos  for  the  opentlons  of  the  different  Depart* 
meats  of  ttte  Qovemment,  when  tlie  same  are  to  ba 
applied  to  the  construction  of  worka  of  a  permanent 
cbaracter,  shall  be  accompanied  wHh  a  general  de* 
•criptioa  of  the  work  proposed,  wilb  an  estimate  of 
the  entire  eost  for  its  eompletioB,  and,  from  year  to 
year,  with  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended,  and 
the  balance  which  will  be  required. 

Xetoli/ed,  alto,  Tliat  the  same  committee  inquire 
Into  the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  rdea  of  the  House,  or  otherwise, 
that,  hereafter,  the  estimates  for  Military  serrice  and 
defences  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary AfUrs — the  estimates  for  Indian  ezpenditurea 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  ASiIre— the  ealimates 
from  the  Navy  Departsient,  to  the  Ceromtltee  w 
Naval  Afbira— and  the  estimates  for  the  Fublio 
Bailding^  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablio  Build- 
ings ;  aod,  tint  the  several  committees  sball  make 
report  upon  the  same,  before  any  bill,  making  ap* 
pro^iations  for  the  purposes  of  luch  eaticute^ 
shall  be  considered  by  the  House. 

It  was  proper,  Hr.  6.  sdd,  that,  in  pablio,  as 
much  as  in  privato  ooneems,  when  any  ander^ 
taking  was  entered  upon,  to  sit  down  first,  and 
count  the  cost.  The  efibet  of  the  resolotioa 
would  enable  the  Houae  to  do  this.  The  ocan- 
mittees  of  the  House  can  tiun  pronounce  with 
oonfldMioe  on  the  profoietT  of  making  tiie 
propriatitms  adced ;  ud  the  power  (tf  appro- 
priation will  then  be,  where  it  oi^t  to  be^ 
with  the  respoudbility.  He  had  not  the  leaat 
intention  (tf  reflecting  on  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments; ho  knew  th^r  oitire  ctnnpetenoy  te 
the  discharge  of  their  arduous  dutiea.  Ha  did 
not  reflect  on  the  men,  but  on  the  system — on 
the  mode  <^  busineoa  pursued.  The  result  of 
such  a  plan  often  was,  that  an  object,  which 
had  been  recmnmended  by  one  of  these  offioent 
and  in  part,  a(^r<^ated  fbr,  waa  diaapproved 
l^fais  snoMaaori&fAoe;  and  thnathe  House 
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Soiled  down  what  it  had  bailt  ap^  and  the  pnb- 
0  monejr  waa  uaeleoly  aqaandwed. 
Hr.  Rins  replied,  that  it  did  not  ^>pear  to 
hha,  from  having  heard  the  resQlnti<Hi  of  the 
iionoraUe  gentleman  read^  thiA  its  tenor  and 
ifldiMitlon  were  at  all  parallel  with  the  views  he 
in  offering  his  own.  It  contained  no  ref- 
ereooe  to  the  snrreys  made  for  works  of  intc|nal 
faaprovement— -no  allasion  whatever  to  the  mib- 
Jeot  of  roads  and  canals,  or  if  to  them,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  not  to  the  expenses  of  the  preum- 
in&ry  steps  which  led  to  their  ad(q»tioo,  nor  to 
&o  discretionary  power  of  authorizing  those 
expenses  and  controlling  them. 

The  subject  to  which  his  own  re8olnti<Hi  had 
reference,  stood,  he  thought,  in  a  peculiar  sita- 
^on ;  in  no  law  ever  p&ased  by  Congress,  was 
BO  wide  a  discretionary  power  intnuted  to  the 
Eiecotive.  A  gross  snm,  and  a  very  large  one, 
was  pot  into  his  hands,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  hav- 
ing such  roads  and  canals  snrv^ed  aa  he  might 
Jiuge  promotive  of  the  national  advantage. 
Bat  was  not  the  House  as  competent  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Judge  which 
of  the  various  objects  proposed  would  promote 
that  object?  Where  was  the  need  of  reposing 
this  immense  disoreticraary  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President?  Be  tnonght  the  House 
dionld  retain  it  in  their  own  hands:  that  a 
gross  sum  ought  not  to  be  given ;  but  that  spe- 
cific appropriations  ought  to  be  made,  wherever 
practicable,  for  these  preliminary  snrreyB,  as 
well  as  for  any  snbseqnent  stage  of'the  several 
works.  He  saw  mncti  to  ^tprove  in  the  gen- 
tleman's resection,  but  he  must  pardon  him  if 
he  declined  accepting  it  as  a  modification  of  his 
own.  As  a  separate  and  independent  resolu- 
tion, if  offered  by  that  gentleman,  he  would 
eheeifolly  vote  for  it. 

Kr.  BABTi.nT  then  observed,  that,  as  the 
two  reeolations  had  a  general  reference  to  the 
same  subject,  and  as  there  was  a  i>ossibility  that 
the  objects  of  both  mi^t  be  embraced  by  unit- 
ing the  two ;  with  this  hope,  he  would  move 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, together  with  his  own,  as  an  amendment, 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolntkms 
were  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

(On  a  snbaeqnent  daj  Hr.  Bunurr  with- 
drew his  motion  to  amend,  and  the  reaolntion 
ni'Mx.  Brm  wm  agreed  to.) 

A  Mmeriaio/ths  Viee  Pretidmt^Oe  United 
SUUet. 

The  Speaker  h^  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  John  0.  Oalhouk, 
Vice  Freaidant  of  the  United  States,  viz : 

Tkt  Spxaeib  o^tiU  Smm  i/R^irutniaHvea: 

Kr:  Ton  win  please  to  lay  before  the  House,over 
which  Ton  predoB,  the  endoaed  conmiaidcatkin  ad* 
dressed  to  that  body. 

Teiy  re^ectfoUy,  yonrs,  Ac. 

J.  a  GALHOUK. 


tDKXMnm,  IAN. 

rtmuatimt: 

An  fanperions  senst  of  doty,  and  a  aaewd  npH 
to  the  honor  of  the  station  which  I  oeB^,oo^d 
BM  to  approach  your  body  in  Us  dMiaatcr  «f 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation. 

Charges  have  been  m&de  against  me  of  the  nart 
serious  nature,  aod  which,  if  true,  ought  to  d^ndt 
me  from  the  high  station  in  which  I  have  bets 
placed  by  the  choice  of  my  fellow-citizenf,  ud  ts 
cmsign  my  name  to  petpetaal  Inftmy. 

lu  cUiDing  the  investigation  of  the  Hook,  Xm 
seodble,  that,  under  our  free  and  happy  iostitutiooa. 
the  conduct  of  public  servants  la  a  fair  ssbject « 
the  closest  soniuny  and  the  freert  remarks,  ind  tlat 
a  firm  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  aSbrdi,  orit- 
narily,  ample  protection  against  poUtical  illatib; 
but  when  soch  attacks  aasome  the  chazacter  of  im- 
peaoliable  oQencet,  and  become,  in  some  degrve,  ot- 
ficial,  by  being  placed  among  tiie  piri>Iie  reeordi,  m 
oflScer  thus  assailed,  however  baas  the  instnmot 
used,  if  conscious  of  innocenoe,  can  look  for  rcAigg 
only  to  the  Hall  of  the  immediate  Bepreseotalini 
of  the  people.  It  is  thus  I  find  myself  most  war 
pectedlr  placed. 

On  Wednesday  moming  last,  it  was  for  the  ln( 
time  intimated  to  me,  that  chargea  of  a  very  serioa 
nature  against  me  were  lodged  In  one  of  the  Exec- 
ntlre  Departmenta:  daring  the  day,  rumors  from 
sereral  quarters  to  the  same  effect  reached  ne;  bnt 
the  first  certain  information  of  their  character,  vtt 
received  yeeterday  morning,  through  one  at  Iht 
newspapers  of  the  District.  It  appears,  fhNn  iu 
statonent,  that  I  am  accused  of  the  sordid  and  in- 
famous crime  of  participating  in  the  profits  of  s 
contract  formed  with  the  OoTemment,  through  tU 
Department  of  War,  while  I  was  intraated  with  tke 
diBchoTf^a  of  its  duties,  and  that  the  accusation  lul 
been  ofBcIally  presented  aa  the  basis  of  an  officiil 
act  of  the  War  Department,  and  consequently  to  1h 
placed  among  Its  records,  aa  a  lasting  stigma  tn  aj 
character. 

Conscious  of  my  entire  Innocence  In  thia 
every  other  public  act,  and  that  I  have  eter  btca 
Incapable,  In  the  performance  of  duty,  of  being  ia* 
fluenced  by  any  other  motive  than  a  sacred  ngui 
to  the  public  interest,  and  reeolved,  as  fiir  as  hnnaa 
effort  can  extend,  to  leave  an  untarnished  repntatiai 
to  posterity,  I  chaUenge  the  freest  investigatioaof 
the  House,  aa  the  only  meana  eflfeetoally  M  rod 
this  premeditated  attack  to  prostrate  nM,byw> 
stroylng  forever  my  character. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
'    FtM  J^TUvknt  e/Uu  UnittdBtaia. 

WaaanoTOir,  S9tii  Dec  1826. 

Mr,  Flotd  said,  that  such  was  the  rapid  m- 
cession  of  members  in  this  House,  that  tLeie 
were  but  few  now  present  who  were  members 
of  it,  when  the  contract,  referred  to  in  the  Vioe 
I^esident's  letter,  had  been  a  subject  of  exsmi- 
nation  on  this  floor.  He  was  then  a  member, 
and  would  say,  that  be  had  paid  partiodar  A- 
tention  to  this  contract,  and,  in  some  points  of 
view,  it  had  mrt  his  dis^jprobation  and  coi- 
sure.  He  oonld  8»,  fiEurther,  and  the  old  mei^ 
bera  conld  bear  him  ont  in  the  assertion,  Uifi 
hewosaeen  in  tqmontion  to  many  of  themeas- 
nrea  of  the  War  l>epartment,  during  tbe  tuM 
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ih»  present  Yioe  President  presided  over  it, 
and  freqoentlj  thought  them  too  bold^  and  not 
•afBeientlx  economical ;  but  Ike  had  never  seen 
any  thing  to  impeai^  the  integrity  of  that  gen- 
tiemaa^  nor  did  ae  now  see  my  thing  to  Impair 
the  opiiii<Ht  which  he  had  always  entertained 
d  Ma  oharactOT.  But  a  charge  is  now  made 
agfUnat  him,  ud  I  ^wrore  (sud  Ur.  F.)  the 
maimer  in  which  he  uas  met  it,  hj  a  prompt 
demand  for  an  investigation  on  this  floor.  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  calumny — I  regret,  exceed- 
ingly' regret,  tliat  a  ohai^  of  such  a  nature, 
upon  snoh  fonnd^ioQ,  should  be  brought  agunst 
an  officer  so  high  in  pablio  office,  and  I  may 
add,  BO  high  in  pablio  favor ;  and  I  will  lead 
my  efforts  to  an  examination  of  the  charge, 
and  the  aupression  of  the  calumny. 

We  have  &Uen  on  evil  times,  when  such  a 
loan  baa  to  answer  snch  a  chaise — but,  much 
as  it  may  oonoem  him,  I  consider  it  also  as  con- 
cerning the  oountry  itself  and  the  form  of  Gov- 
ernment under  which  we  live.   The  honor  of 
our  pablio  officers,  is  oars  as  well  as  thdrs. 
A.  stain  upon  their  official  Conduct  is  an  ii^ntr 
to  the  Government  which  they  administer;  and, 
while  ready  to  proceed  against  them  for  mis- 
oondnctf  when,  unhappily,  cause  may  exist  for 
so  doing,  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  unfounded 
charges  shall  be  exposed  and  detected.  BifTer- 
ence  of  c^inion  upon  the  economy,  the  projirie- 
tjf  the  wisdom  of  public  measures,  is  one 
thing;  bat  to  attack  the  official  rectitude  of 
aa  officer  is  another.  In  such  attaclcs,  if  unjust 
'  or  unfounded,  we  attack  our  Republican  form  of 
'Government;  we  give  joy  and  triumph  to  all 
ita  enemies ;  we  weaken  its  claim  to  respecta- 
Inlity,  and  hasten  its  downfall.   We  should  re- 
odlecA  that  we  are  closely  watched,  by  all  the 
enaniea  <tf  free  Government  in  Eorope.  Since 
the  fidl  at  the  great  HapoIeoD,  a  IGnister  of  the 
Legitimates  iSs  almost  proposed  to  torn  the 
fifteen  handred  tittousand  bayonets  of  Eorope 
agwnst  the  liberty  oi  the  United  States.  Such 
audacious  projects  will  be  encoura,^  by  every 
tiling  that  brmgs  odium  upon  our  institati<HU ; 
and  nothing  could  bring  more  odium  upon 
them  than  to  show  that  our  pablio  men  are 
oorrapt.   This  calumny  ogmnst  the  second  offi- 
cer of  oar  Government,  mean  and  despicable 
as  it  may  be,  will  fly  to  Europe,  and  be  re- 
printed there.    Then  let  the  refutation  press 
upon  its  heels  and  destroy  it.  I  r^oice  that  the 
Vioe  President  has  met  the  calamny  as  he  has 
done.    He  demands  an  investigation  on  ihis 
floor.   Let  it  be  granted  to  him,  end  let  Justice 
he  done.  Ur.  F.  oondaded,  by  movior  that 
the  oommimioati<Hiof  the  Vice  Preudent  ne  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Oonmiittee. 

Ur.  Goon  said,  it  would  be  recollected  by  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  present, 
that  the  contract  oat  of  which  the  present  ap- 
plieatbn  grew,  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
&e  House  on  his  call.  When  this  Rip  Rap 
omtraot  as  it  is  called,  was  laid  before  the 
Hoose,  I  examined  it  (said  Ur.  0.)  with  the 
greatest  ■cntdiiy,  and  with  the  cikwnt  lyplioa- 


ticm ;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  declare,  that 
I  did  not  discover  the  most  trivial  circumstance 
goin^  to  show  that  the  then  Secretary  of  War 
was  in  the  remotest  degree  improperly  concern- 
ed in  it  This  contract  was  exunined  by  me, 
not  once  <Nily,  bat  four  ^fibrent  times,  and  it  is 
jnst  that  I  shonld  make  this  early  disdosore^ 
that  I  eutertain  not  the  ronotest  sospioion  cf 
impropriety  against  that  officer  in  the  transac- 
tion. I  shall  most  readily  vote  for  the  invod- 
gation,  stud  Mr.  O.,  bat  not  wiUi  the  yiew  of 
satisfying  my  nund  on  the  salyect. 

The  qaesti<nL  t&en  being  pat  on  Mr.  Floyd's 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to,  with  scarody  a  dis- 
senting voice.  A  committee  (tf  seven  members 
was  ordered :  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  committee 
were  anpowered  to  send  for  persons  and  p«>era. 

And  then  the  House  ac|]oamed  to  Toesw^. 


TuMDAT,  January  2. 
Seluif  to  th»  8vff«rimg  Orukt, 
Mr.  LrviNQBTON  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

AmIva^  That  the  Comaitttee  of  Ways  and  Umbs 

be  instnioted  to  prepere  tnd  bring  la  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  of  $JiO,000,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Prudent,  ]a  the  pardiase  and 
transportation  of  provldons  the  suflbriog  inhab* 
itants  of  Greece. 

Mr.  LiviKosTON  spoke  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: Having  passed  the  first  day  of  the  year 
in  the  festivities  analogous  to  the  season,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  present  happiness,  the  retrospect 
of  past  prosperity,  and  tne  pleasing  anticipa- 
tion of  a  continuance  of  the  blesungs  of  peace 
and  plenty,  let  as  dedicate  the  second  to  aa  act 
of  general  charity — not  forbidden  by  onr  oon- 
stitutioD — ^iofrinring  tlie  rij^ts  cf  no  othw  no- 
tion, and  highly  nonorable  to  oar  own. 

I  have  before  me  a  letter  writtm  by  an  hon- 
orable member  of  this  House,  contaiaing  a  pic> 
ture  of  distress  that  cannot  fail  to  touch  the 
heart  of  any  oae  who  reads  it.  The  evidmoe 
it  contains  comes  from  a  Greek,  high  in  office 
and  reputation.  He  endeavors  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  poverty  and  destitute  state  of  his  na- 
tion, "to  whom,"  he  says,  "the  foe  has  left 
no  {^culture,  no  commerce,  no  arts."  Cut  off 
frmn  all  the  osnal  means  of  subsistence,  to  the 
horrors  of  war  are  added  the  desolation  of  fam- 
ine ;  war,  in  its  most  savage,  remcawless  state; 
famine,  with  the  ezpectauon  of  pestilence,  ita 
usnal  attendant — th^  are  sufferii^  this  in  the 
holiest  of  oanses,  and  doing  honorto  the  causey 
by  the  courage,  constancy,  and  unyielding  qiirifc 
with  whidi  they  support  it 

If  the  stem  dictates  of  national  duty  {H^ent 
our  afibrding  more  effectual  assistance,  we  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  in  this,  at 
least,  no  civilized  nation  can,  with  justice,  tax 
us  with  a  breach  of  neutrality.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  ^ve  a  subsidy  to  the  nation,  or  to 
supply  them  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  bnt  to  dothe  the  naked,  to  feed  the  hnn- 
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gi7,  to  oomfbrt  the  despairiiw— to  do  that 
vhich  a  oiTilized  enemy  woi^  MnMeif  da 
IVoinea  and  ehUdren  are  Uxo  otijeets  of  this  re- 
lief. The  commeroe  in  proTtsiona  is  sot  con- 
traband ;  our  citizens  may  supply  them,  and 
why  not  the  QoTemmentf  And  we  are  not 
wiuoat  preoedoit  to  sopport  it  The  inhabi- 
tants  of  8t  Domingo,  driven  from  their  conn- 
try  by  a  destmctive  insurrection,  took  refuge 
here,  were  hospitably  received  by  our  citizens, 
and  generously  sopported  from  the  National 
Treasury.  A  similajr  provision  was  made  for 
the  exiles  from  CTuba,  These  cases  settle  the 
constitutional  qneetion.  The  one  I  am  about  to 
mention  Is  eqwly  condoiiTe,  but  s^pHes  partio- 
nlarfy  to  ebow  tiiat  we  have  not  tbooght  tlie 
dnt!«  of  hnmanity,  In  a  rtmilar  Insta&oe.  incon- 
ristent  with  those  of  nentralily.  In  tne  year 
ISlSt,  a  dreadfU  calamity  occurred  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Venezuela,  then  at  war  with  Spun,  or, 
as  that  power  called  it,  in  rebellion — the  prin- 
cipal city  of  the  province  was  overwhelmed  by 
an  earthquake.  The  United  States  immediately 
directed  the  very  sum  proposed  by  this  resola- 
tion,  to  be  laid  out  in  supplies  and  sent  to  these 
sufferers ;  yet  Spun  never  complained  that  this 
was  a  breach  of  neutrality ;  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope never  considered  it  as  an  act  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  of  nations — and  so  far  from  los- 
ing, we  certdnly  acquired  na^nol  reputation. 
Now,  sir,  compare  these  cases  with  that  under 
OMidderation.  In  the  St,  DtHningo  and  Cuba 
cases,  the  snfl^rers  belonged  to  a  liw  and  power- 
M  nation,  whose  duties  for  tbdr  rdief  nUght 
seem  to  snpersede  our  inteifer^ce.  Di  l^t  of 
Venezuela  the  destruction  was  principally  tiiat 
9t  the  buildings  in  the  cities— the  country,  its 
agriculture,  its  arts,  its  resources,  rem^ed  un- 
touched. 

In  Greece,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  one 
neral  picture  of  horror  and  desolation — theirs 
the  reverse  of  our  happy  state— their  plough- 
shares are  turned  into  swords — their  pruning 
hooks  into  spears.  The  olives  of  Attica  are 
rooted  np ;  the  harvests  of  the  Peloponnesus 
Ifdd  waste ;  the  vines  of  Samoa  are  destroyed ; 
taelr  commeroe  and  arts  are  annihilated ;  and 
no  one  wrcnmstanee  that  the  strongest  imagi- 
nation eonld  create  is  wanting  to  complete  Uie 
pictnre  of  tb^  misery.  Is  it  pcmdble  that  any 
out  the  strongest,  the  meet  insurmountable  ob- 
stades,  can  prevait  our  relieving  such  distress, 
when  we  have  the  means?  I  tfamk  it  has  been 
shown  that  ndtber  our  constitution  nor  our 
neutrality  stand  in  our  way.  Will  our  constit- 
uents disavow  ust  We  ^ould  insult  them 
by  the  doubt.  Will  they  who  use  the  super- 
fluous wealth  with  which  they  are  blessed  in 
the  donbtibi  enterprise  of  converting  the  hea- 
thern  of  the  East  and  West  to  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  object  to  the  certain  relief  of  thou- 
sands of  their  Christian  brethren  from  pesti- 
knee  and  fhminel  The  preservation  of  Chris- 
tians is  sorely  as  meritorious  as  it  can  be  to 
Bnltlply  tbem  by  oonverrion. 
I  do  not  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the 


House  for  the  eanse  in  wUdi  all  tliese  mis** 
lies  are  ntflbred.  It  is  not  neoeasary,  for  I  an 
persuaded  that  no  man  who  bean  me,  feels 
oiflferent^  from  mysdf ;  and,  if  it  were  neoea-  ' 
sary,  I  have  not  talents  for  the  task;  UA 
there  are  men  in  Uiis  assembly,  (and  I  imj^en 
the  aid  of  their  talents  and  eloquence,)  wIk^  in 
such  a  cause,  would  carry  the  minds  of  all  w1m> 
heard  them,  to  the  conclusions  favorable  to  the 
great  cause  of  humanity  and  national  boDor 
which  I  plead.  For  mysdf^  without  the  talent 
to  pursuftde,  I  trust  to  the  simple  statemesA 
that  here  is  a  whole  nation,  ^rofeesiog  Hbtb 
foith  in  which  we  believe,  asserting  the  fiberty 
for  which  we  have  contended,  and  whidt  wm 
enjoy :  contending  tor  than  agidnst  a  mercQesa 
and  powerful  enemy,  with  a  courage  not  eqiul- 
led,  certainly  not  surpassed,  in  the  heroic  mgm 
of  their  ancestors :  that  they  are  snflfering  sot 
only  the  evils  of  the  most  savage  warCire,  but 
nakedness,  famine,  and  want  of  every  descrip- 
tion; that  they  call  upon  us  for  ud,  and  Uiat 
we  have  the  means  to  afford  it.  The  will,  I 
trust,  is  not  wanting.  I  shall  not  waste  the  time 
of  thellouse  by  anticipatingotijeetioos:  should 
any  be  offered,  I  wiU  endeavor  to  answer  than. 

Mr.  HcDuTFiB  said  he  hoped  that  the  Hcrass^ 
before  it  agreed  to  the  resolution  Just  oAred 
for  its  adoption,  would  first  satisfy  itself  as  to 
the  effect  which  the  measure  proposed  wooU 
have  on  tho  relations  of  this  country  with  the 
bdligerent  powers.  If  the  gentlonan  f^om 
Louisiana  would  satisfy  him  tlut,  by  Oie  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  the  United  States  would 
not  be  made  a  party  to  the  exirting  war  be- 
tween Greece  and  Turkey — that  It  would  main- 
tain our  neutrality  honestly  and  fiuriy— his  only 
objection  to  it  would  be  removed,  and  he  wonld 
go  with  the  gentleman  heart  and  hand;  all  the 
feelings  of  his  nature  would  urge  him  to  eiw 
such  a  proposition  his  zealous  soppcat;  and  he 
was  satisfi^  for  his  part,  that  there  existed  do 
constitutional  difficulties  in  the  way.  But,  whUfr 
it  became  the  United  States  ever  to  act  with 
magnanimity,  and  a  regard  to  the  dictates  of 
humane  feeling,  it  became  the  GoTemment  do 
less  to  act  wiu  openness,  with  direetness,  and 
with  integrity,  towards  all  natioM.  He  was 
oonvinced  that,  eccwding  to  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions, the  act  proposed  by  the  resolutioii  <^tbe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Louiwana  would,  as 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  the  aid  ^  the 
Oreel^  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  thto  country,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  an  act 
of  war.  If  the  nation  is  to  do  any  Uiing  to  ^ 
the  Greeks  in  their  struggle,  let  us  not  vote 
this  paltry  sum  of  fifty  tliousand  dollars,  which 
may  be  squandered  nnprofitably,  but  let  us  put 
in  motion  the  whole  Navy  of  the  United  States 
in  the  cause.  Let  us  act  openly,  and,  if  we  are 
to  do  any  thing,  let  us  act  eflWuaUy,  up<m  a 
scale  which  becomes  the  national  idwraeter. 

Kr.  LiviNosTOH  was  notified  to  find  that  dw 
geDtleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDoim) 
had  no  other  objec^on  to  the  resolution  hat 
that  he  thinks  it  wDBld  be  eontrary  to  OUT  Mo- 
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tnl  righte,  beoanse  Mr.  L.  thonght  he  might  be 
titiBfled  npoa  that  head,  and  tiien  h«  iboiild 
eoont  on  his  rapport. 

If  thto  were  a  grant  of  nmney,  proTiaiona,  or 
other  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  (said  Mr. 
L,)  it  might  be  considered  as  a  snbsidy  volon- 
twily  offered,  and  of  conrse  inoonsistuit  with 
our  nentralitj;  bat  it  is  a  sl^>pl7  to  the  neces- 
ritOQs  In  the  nation  St  large:  and  what  moat  be 
oonviDcing  of  its  oonsifitencj  with  the  laws  of 
aeotrality,  is  this:  jnoTimonB  are  notoMitra- 
band  of  war,  except  wh«i  to  a  besieged 
^■oe.  Tiwtrademt]iemtoGneoestIaive,is 
as  bwflil  to  OUT  merohants  now,  as  it  oonld  be 
If  tlwr  were  at  peace.  If  tJie«iem7'<tf  Greece 
AaoM  intemq>t  this  tra^  hj  the  eaptnre  of 
oar  merchant  Teasels,  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
oar  rights,  and,  if  persevered  In,  a  oanse  oi 
war.  Ttiia  OorammMit  would  be  nnder  Uie 
obHgatioa  of  proceoting  its  citizens  in  their 
bnmd  commerce.  Now,  would  it  not  be  a 
solecism  to  say,  that  the  Turks  have  a  ri^t  to 
-ooonder  us  aa  parties  in  the  war  for  the  same 
acts  which,  if  denied  to  oar  citizens,  we  should 
have  a  right  to  enforce  hj  wart  Thwe  cannot 
he  two  laws  on  this  sul^ect— coie  for  the  Gov- 
«Dment,  another  for  its  citizens.  Either  the 
Tsris  have  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  any 
asrahantaiiaiL  bound  toa  port  in  Greece,  wfaitui 
iinot  Uoekaded,  or  they  have  no  right  to  oom- 
pUn  oi  tiie  Oovemment  for  sending  the  same 
n^iUes;  bnt  the  right  to  carry  proviirions  by 
iHniral  individuals  to  a  belluerrat,  is  one  that 
baa  ahr^  bem  ocmtended  mr  by  our  Govem- 
meot,  and  has  never  been  contested  but  in 
times  of  acknowledged  irregularity  and  lawless 
force.  Therefore,  the  same  right  exists  in  the 
neutral  nation  itaelC  This  reasoning  must  have 
prevaUed  in  the  case  of  Venezuela.  They,  at 
ttie  time  we  sent  them  provisions,  were  at  war 
with  Sp^;  and  although,  at  that  time,  it  was 
the  strong  oase  of  insurrectionary  war — a  re- 
bellion, as  it  was  called  by  Spain — ^yet  oar  hu- 
Bsne  intarfKmoe,  so  &r  from  being  compluned 
ef  as  a  breadi  ot  neatrality,  or  an  improper  in- 
terftrenoe  betweoi  Spain  and  her  innirgent 
OcAooiea,  was  then  oonridered,  and  will  be  con- 
ddered  in  history,  as  a  measure  honorable  to 
flie  diaraoter  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  thinks  we 
■boold  go  farther — understood  him  to  mean  if 
this  is  intended  as  a  hostile  measure.  I  agree 
with  him  that,  if  we  intended  to  enter  as  a 
puty  in  the  contest,  this  would  not  be  enough. 
Bat  I  do  not  propose  It  with  that  intent.  I  am 
is  advtfse  as  any  member  can  be  to  advise  any 
set,  either  utmost  in  itself^  or  that  may  pve  just 
caow  of  offence  to  any  nation.  Yet,  if  any 
MM  can  exist  that  woud  Josti^  a  departure 
ftom  the  strict  line  <tf  nentrality,  it  is  the  pres- 
nt,  Toold  to  Qod,  sbe,  that  we  oonld  render 
more  effiMtoal  idd  in  tma  ^orions  struggl^^ 
Tould  to  God  that,  instead  oi  porchasing  one 
of  the  frigates  intended  for  the  ddiveraoce  of 
fids  distraaed  immle,  we  oonld  have  foraiahed 
ftenwaBslbrttMdeFMrtnnof botik.  Aaiti% 
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we  have  ohdned  t^e  Ijbbbatob  to  our  wharves, 
but  have  sent  them  the  Hops  to  support  than 
under  their  cruel  ealamitiea.  May  w  name  be 
ominous  of  future  lucoeBB  and  final  trinn^  to 
their  h(dy  cause. 

Mr.  UAioLToit  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  feeling  and  inter- 
estinff  subject  which  the  gentleman  fnnn  Louis- 
iana had  brought  to  their  view  with  so  muoh 
enthnsiasm,  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ex- 
pres^ng  his  rwet  that,  on  a  question  which 
his  ooluague  (Mr.  IfoDuran)  had  very  fairij 
put,  as  (me  inT<dving  the  nevtral  relations  of 
the  ooantiTi  the  genuenunfruu  Loidriana  had 
not  i^ven  bis  resolution  the  nsnai  direction,  by 
suboUtting  a  motion  tiiat  it  should  be  printed 
and,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table.  The 
House,  under  the  gau  oi  the  gentleman's  elo- 
qnenoe,  ong^t  not  now  to  be  preoi|^tated  into  a 
premature  (which  might  in  the  end  be  a  dis* 
astrous)  decinon. 

He  would,  however,  before  he  took  his  seat, 
in  responding  to  the  generous  sentiments  which 
the  gentleman  had  expressed  in  favtn*  of  a  gal- 
lant and  snfiering  race,  observe,  that  he  thonght 
his  friend  from  Louinana  had  not  displayed  nis 
usoal  acatmees  in  replying  to  his  oc^eaguOf 
(Mr,  MoDnmx,)  by  insislang  that  the  neu&al* 
ity  of  the  ooontry  oonld  not  be  endangered,  if 
the  proviriona  ware  sent  to  the  people  of 
Greece,  and  not  to  its  Govenunent  He  would 
ask  that  gentleman,  whether  this  was  not  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  di£ference  I  in  a  word,  wheth- 
er the  people  of  Greece  were  not  fighting  ag^iut 
the  Turks?  and  whether,  if  provisions  were 
sent  out  to  Greece  by  this  Government,  he 
would  limit  the  donation  to  the  wretched  and 
forlorn  women  and  children,  who  were,  per- 
haps, at  this  moment,  seeking  a  temporary  ref- 
uge amidst  those  mouldering  columns  and  ^or- 
tioos  of  departed  greatness,  which  once  made 
their  oonntrythe  wonder  and  delist  of  the 
world,  without  permitting  the  gallant  sol- 
diery, by  whom  th^  wranga  wen  to  be 
avenged,  to  partidpate  in  one  morael'of  .tiie 
bounty  of  this  Goremmoitt 

He  tbot^t  too,  the  gentieman  from  Loitfu- 
ana  had  been  equally  unfortunate  in  his  distinc- 
tion between  provisions  and  mumtions  of  war, 
by  urging,  in  reply  to  his  eoUeagne,  that  the 
sending  of  the  former  to  Greece,  womd  be  not 
contraband,  uid  therefore,  no  invarion  of  neu* 
trality.  To  this  he  could  only  say,  that  there 
were  ciroumstanoes  under  which  an  aid  by  pro- 
visions might  be  the  most  efficient  suocor  a 
belligerent  oonld  receive ;  and  it  waa  sorely  not 
necessary  for  him  to  remind  the  gentleman 
from  Loninana,  that  one  of  the  most  philoBM)h- 
ical  and  enlightened  writers  <m  the  Art  of  War, 
had  long  nooe  said  that  food  is  (ove  of  the  most 
material  of  its  rinews.  Whether  we  can,  there- 
fore, invigonrte  tbe  aorvea  of  the  Gredan  war- 
rior by  this  aid,  was  a  question  far  too  im- 
portant  and  delicate  in  its  relatioBa^  to  be  de- 
cided without  ^ther  paat  notioe  w  even  pment 
deUberatsMu 
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He  would  franklT-  say,  that,  \t,  under  the 
empathy  and  excitement  of  mdi  a  theme, 
Trooght  bj  the  fervid  eloqnenoe  of  the  gen- 
tleman, be  oonid  he  induoed  to  rote  for  his 
vroposiUoD,  and  ooe  man,  calling  himself  an 
American,  and  endeared  to  him  hj  the  r^ 
ti(HiB  of  a  ooimta!yman,  abonld  suffer  in  a  for- 
land  from  the  bowstring  itf  the  Tnxfe,  finrcme 
be  wonld  confess  th^  SDoh  a  vote  would  here- 
after never  be  a  snbjeot  of  oomfort  or  congrat- 
nlation  to  himself.  To  give  the  House,  how- 
ever, time  to  weigh  the  import  of  the  geo tie- 
man's  reeolation,  he  would  move  that  it  Ue  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was 
aooordingly  laid  on  the  table,  and  ovdend  to  be 
printed. 

Thvbsdat,  January  4. 
Food  for  tJu  Florida  InHant, 
On  motion  of  !Ut.  VKm,  it  was 
R^xolted,  That  tha  Committee  on  Indian  AffiUrs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the.  removal  of  the  Florida  In< 
diaos. 

Mr.  'Wnrnt  said,  in  introducing  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  the  honor  to  sulimit,  he  was 
aware  of  the  departure  it  proposed  from  the 
established  policy  of  the  Government,  in  re- 
gard to  the  lodiui  tribes  within  our  boundaries, 
and  of  the  deep  necessity  for  saoh  a  change, 
whether  we  consult  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself  or  the  miserable  remnants  of  the 
abwigines  of  this  continent.  It  is  a  fact,  too 
notorious  to  be  questioned  on  this  flow,  lhat 
tiie  appeannee  <^  n^tiation  with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  a  eearion  ti£  their  land,  vas  onlr  a 
Bolemn  ferce,  the  fbrma  of  a  eontract,  in  whidi 
there  ia  nmther  the  justice  of  an  equal,  nor  the 
magnanimity  of  a  superior.  The  United  States 
have,  by  statute,  disfranchized  every  nation  of 
Indians  within  their  boundaries,  by  declaring 
tiiey  shall  not  alienate  their  lands  to  any  other 
power;  and  if  they  had  followed  up  the  sys- 
tem, after  denying  their  sovereignty  in  this  ex- 
plicit act  of  le^sl^ion,  and  adopted  some  plan 
for  the  security  and  civilization  of  that  un- 
fortunate race,  it  would  have  saved  them 
from  final  extmnination,  and  prevented  the 
frontier  settlements  from  being  stained  with 
tlw  blood  qS  oor  cititwis.  They  deny  them  the 
li^t  of  dinninion  over  their  landa^  and  yet  ne- 
gotiate with  than  with  all  the  formality  of 
equal  and  independent  sover^gns.  The  time 
has  arrived  when  the  United  Stirtes,  itvm  the 
otmsiderations  of  pdiey,  and  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity, should  subject  them  to  their  absolute 
control,  and  duB^rose  of  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  best  calculated  for  their  preservation 
and  support.  Whatever,  said  Mr.  W.,  may  be 
the  ^neral  plan  whieh  the  wisdom  the  Ex- 
ecnti  ve  and  Congress  may  adopt,  it  is  my  pecu- 
liar dnty  to  snbniTt,  for  the  oonrideration  of  this 
HoQse,  the  inqab^  which  this  resolntion  pro- 
pOBSi^  and  the  naaAj  must  tfther  be  sfi^ed, 


or  the  Indians  subjected  to  absolnte  starvatios* 
Indeed,  they  have  been  subsisting,  for  the  kit 
twelve  months,  on  the  bounty  of  the  GKjvern- 
ment,  and  the  plunder  and  robbetr  of  my  en- 
statuents.  To  relieve  them  from  this  siteatioo, 
this  oonrse  was  sogg^Aed  at  the  last  aewion  of 
Congress,  and  havmg  f^ed,  an  applleatioB  was 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  appoiv- 
ment  of  Commisidoners  for  the  purpose  oF  see- 
ing what  coold  be  done  by  the  usual  ezpedint 
of  negotlatiMk.  That  having  failed,  the  oriri% 
has  at  last  arrived,  whether  the  peofrfe  of  Her* 
Ida  most  support  the  Indians,  in  a  state  of  star- 
vation,  or  be  massacred  for  refassl.  The  iwie 
is  fairly  made  np^  and  the  wwk  of  mnrder  lur- 
ing been  begun  by  the  Indians,  oS  women  and 
dmdren,  tiie  scene  that  I  predicted  last  Winter 
is  now  exhibited.  Hie  people  of  that  eonntiy 
are  driven,  in  defence  of  their  hoDMS,  their 
wives,  and  children,  to  take  up  anss;  sad 
thoae  who  sorrive  th^  Jost  indfgnatiep,  mart 
be  removed  to  some  othw  quarter,  or  paridL 

During  the  last  sessicn  itf  Cfn^sress,  in  tiie* 
disoosdMU  on  this  anttiect,  it  was  emphatifsHyt 
and  rather  reproachfully,  asked,  what  broe^ 
these  people  to  their  present  abject  and  niisav 
able  condition  t   I  answer,  that  the  inhaUtaafs 
of  Florida  had  no  instramentaH^  in  it.   It  was 
the  Government  itself,  by  a  decision  most  un- 
expected and  extraordinary.   The  Indians,  as 
a  nation,  had  snrrendered  all  title  to  the  oonn- 
try,  in  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  Goveninicnlf 
in  1784,  and  were  tenants  at  will  of  that  Got- 
eroment,  having  no  permanency  of  halutatia^ 
or  specified  limits,  but  extending  in  detsdwd 
bodies,  tevm  the  fit.  John's  to  Fensacola-Hi 
tract  of  country  860  miles  in  extent,  and  oeco- 
med  by  seven!  broken  tribes  aad  ftigttivs 
Creeks,  who  had  fled  to  that  territory  for  sa 
asylum  during  the  Creek  war.  8[wn  ceded  tiM 
Floridas  to  the  United  States  without  any  TtS- 
erence  to  their  title,  which  had  been  before  ex> 
tingnisbed,  in  absolute  duninion  and  full  prop- 
erty; and  the  United  States  being  thus  pw* 
sessed,  were  ftilly  authorized  to  remove  the  !»• 
dians  where  and  when  they  pleased.   All  tliess 
facts  were  oommnnioeted  to  the  GovenuDei^ 
and  laid  before  Congress,  in  1828.   Bo  earty  as 
December,  1822, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  the  See- 
retary  of  War,  allying  these  facts,  and  vindi- 
cating the  right  of  the  United  States  to  pons* 
that  coarse,  and  the  many  conuderatioute 
snch  a  diroosHicai  of  them.  It  was  obvfcws 
that  the  United  States  would  not  snrnodr 
soch  a  ooontry  to  a  few  thousand  lodiam,  wiw- 
ly  BCiMtered  akng  our  sea-coastH-the  >cq^ 
tion  and  advantages  of  which  to  the  Uiiitea 
Sutes,  had  been  the  prominent  oMunderatiw 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  Spa^ 
The  Government  were  tiien  informed,  ta  tbit 
letter,  that  the  Indians,  even  in  the  posseaBtMn 
this  immense  tract  of  country,  fhnn  the  soardtif 
of  game,  had  been  reduced  to  great  eztxemitiaa, 
and  that  it  wonld  he  impossible  that  tbey 
could  be  oontinned.  The  danger  of  their  wj- 
ing  as.  ^oneersi  tat  wmdwjUliig  aaaMaqr  »* 
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fiia  laierior,  the  Deoeoflity  of  an  eflScient  popa- 
hAoa  on  oar  sonthem  border,  the  reptignance 
of  the  whites  to  settle  in  that  Ticinity,  and  the 
oonseqaenA  ix^Jnrj  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
were  til  urgoA  as  axuiliary  oaoses  for  their  re- 
moval— at  the  same  time  and  before,  when 
Qenerai  Jackson  was  Qoreraor  of  Flonda,  fae 
vigoi  the  aame  eanse— all  of  which  was  sab- 
muted  to  Congress.   The  Indians  expected  to 
be  remoTod.  The  fugitive  Greeks  were  pre- 
yarin^  to  go  bade  to  their  nation,  when,  to  onr 
astomsfament,  instornotions  were  issued  for  hold- 
ii^  a  treaty^  and  a  formal  oeestont^lhat  which 
tiwy  had  not,  and  nerer  woold  have  pretended 
to^  waa  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  who 
ooTenanted  to  tnrrender  them  four  millions 
thirty-two  thonsand  acres  d  laud,  with  the 
privuege  of  extending  the  northern  boandarj 
to  an  nndeAned  extent,  besides  large  stipends. 
The  GoTemment  alone,  then,  with  a  knowledge 
of  all  tiieae  fiMts,  are  responnble  for  their  pres- 
ent attnatira;  and  they  have  been  reminded 
from  time  to  time,  by  petition,  resolntitm,  oor- 
lespondenoe,  and  remonstrance,  of  the  fatal 
poliGT.    The  President  of  the  United  Btates 
saked  of  Oongress  an  wprcqpriatiwi  of  fifty 
tiMMsaiid  dcdlara  to  retnave  th^  mfiSnrings, 
IDd  to  remore  them.    R  passed  the  Smate, 
and  waa  denied  here,  nnder  a  pretext  of  hn- 
muAtyf  and  the  relnotanee  of  remoring  them 
to  more  northern  latitndes,    1^,  it  most  be 
netorioQfl  to  every  one  not  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  Indian  ehareoter,  that  tii^  cannot  live 
within  their  present  asa^^  limits.  There  is 
BO  game;  their  habits  ue  averse  to  tiie  colti- 
Tation  of  the  soiL   When  they  attempt  any 
tiling  of  that  sort,  it  is  in  tiie  article  of  corn — 
that  will  not  grow  there.   By  this  miserable 
pt^ey,  the  IndUuis  have  been  placed  in  a  re- 

C suited  CHoly  to  the  onltivation  of  Sa(^, 
lAanA  Ootton,  and  all  the  topical  fntits, 
oftiwcoltivationof  which  they  have  not  the 
most  remote  idea,  when  there  are  large  districts 
(rf  eonatry,  west  at  the  UladasippL  abonnd- 
ing  in  game,  and  salted  to  their  habits  of  life, 
and  the  only  coldvation  with  which  they  are  fa- 
miliar. No  one  who  is  nnaoqn^ted  with  the 
bctaeaa  form  any  idea  (tf  the  ii^nries  and  losses 
to  w^Uoh  the  Uidted  States  have  been  exposed 
by  the  ocntinaance  of  the  Indians  in  this  terri- 
tory. The  large  sagar  planters  are  unwilling 
to  eome  ihto  the  coantry ;  their  capital  is  an- 
MB^oved,  the  prices  of  land  are  depreciated, 
•grwahnre  checked,  emigration  stopped ;  land, 
pvrehased  by  speenlators,  for  the  want  of  com- 
PMition ;  the  inhabitants  robbed,  and  now  mar- 
wed.  These  are  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plain, and  which  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
noMdy  by  ny  f  eeUe  enrtlons  rince  I  had  tiw 
<K»or  of  a  aeat  here.  U  any  gentieman  snp- 
POM  the  Indian  oan  tmr  be  made  to  oidtivate 
tbe  soger  eane,  the  olive,  vine,  or  orange,  he 
w  a  stiong  conception  of  his  character.  It 
viU  be  a  grMter  revolution  than  all  your  arts 
of  ^vWntion  has  evw  yet  been  able  to  aooom- 
pttA.  Than  la  but  one  remady,  and  that  ia 
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the  one  now  proposed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  their  right,  and  it  is,  above  all, 
the  only  one  that  will  satisfy  the  higher  calls 
of  justice  and  humanity.  To  the  west  of  the 
IGasisrippi  there  are  extensive  forests,  where 
the  Indians  oan  indulge  in  habits  congenial 
with  their  nature  and  inclinations,  where,  from 
their  remote  sitnation,  tiiey  will  not  be  intruded 
upon,  or  involved  in  unavoidable  collisions. 
Tney  will  not  be  in  a  situation  to  fbrnish  facil- 
ities  to  an  enemy  upon  an  exposed  frontier,  la 
time  <^  WW,  w  to  murder  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, in  time  of  pe^  I  bdleve  that  for  tea 
thousand  doOara,  in  1832,  the  Indians  might 
have  been  removed,  the  Oreeks  driven  baek  to 
their  nation,  and  the  Semlnoles  taken  any- 
where that  the  Government  woald  direct. 
The  present  arrangement  has  cost  the  United 
Btates  near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  four 
milUons  thirty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
the  blood  of  many  unoffending  women  and 
children,  in  all  probability,  before  this  time; 
and  they  are  in  a  worse  condUtion  now  tluut 
they  were  at  that  time. 

Hr.  W.  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the  res- 
olation  would  pass,  and  that  some  speedy  and 
efficient  measures  would  be  adopted. 

Sumitiag  dffieen  of  ihe  Seoolution, 
Mr.  BtTBOsa  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  preceding  the  bills  he  had  before 
named,  and  to  consider  these  bills.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed;  and  the  House  then  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Ookdiot  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

llr.  Bubo  IS  stud :  Although  many  things  have 
already  been  uii  concerning  the  subject  now 
before  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  yet, 
because,  since  that  time,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Uilitaiy  Praaons,  and  now 
comes  np  on  tb^  report,  some  explanation  of 
that  report  may,  at  this  time,  be  expected.  I 
stand  before  yon,  sir,  for  the  poriKwe  of  at- 
tempting to  make  that  explanation.  SveiT 
thing  oonnected  with  the  Revolntionary  war  u 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  coantry;  bat- 
nothing  is  800  deeply  mteresting  as  the  venera- 
ble survivors  of  that  Army  which  conducted 
that  war,  in  the  camp  and  in  the  field.  It  is- 
not  fh>m  any  powers  at  my  command,  of  plac- 
ing before  yon  the  concernments  of  these  men, 
but  from  their  moral  qaalities,  and  the  pecnliar- 
relations  existing  between  them  and  our  conn- 
try,  that  I  now  hope  for  your  candor,  your  pa- 
tience, and  attention;  and,  notwithstanding- 
their  .cause  may  be  hopeless,  in  the  hands  w 
such  an  advocate,  yet  must  it,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  perfeedy  seeore,  before  soeh  a  Mbnnal. 

It  wiH  be  reoidleeted  that  this  subject  oame- 
into  tUs  Oongress  at  its  first  session,  m  oonse- 

anwioe  of  the  Ftesident's  Message,  and  of  a  pe- 
ition  from  the  survivors  of  those  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army  who  continued  in  aeiTloe 
nntiltheolose<tf  the  war.  Thepetiticmwaare- 
fomd  to  a  aeleet  oonunittes^  and  so  muoh  <tf  the 
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Praident'i  ICenage  m  nitted  to  thia  rali^t, 
totheConnnitteeonUQitMyPeiiiiiHu.  Id  the 
ccmne  of  debate  on  the  bills  nqieotively  re- 
)K>rted  by  these  oommitteea,  a  recomniitment, 
with  instmo^m,  was  moved— and  they  were 
bothf  with  instractioDS,  reoonmjitt«d ;  the  re- 
sult of  tliat  recommitment  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Pennons,  made  in  par- 
soance  of  those  instmctionsi  and  stating  "  the 
nnmher  ol  those  who  served  In  the  Rev^ution- 
ary  war,  {6r  whom  provision  ooght  to  be  made 
by  law,  the  amount  necessary  to  make  such 

Erovision,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
e  made."  This  report  Lb  now  before  this  com- 
ntittee,  and  s  oomfdete  exidanatioa  raiders  it 
nsoessary  to  divide  those  tar  whom,  accord- 
ing to  this  report,  provision  ought  to  be  made 
by  law,  into  two  classes.  The  first  ooui  pre- 
bends all  the  sorvivors  of  those  officers,  who 
oontinned  in  service  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
supposed  to  be  four  hundred,  together  with  the 
surviving  widows  of  such  of  those  officers  as 
have  died  since  that  time,  supposed  to  be  three 
hundred  and  forty-seven. 

The  amount  necessary  to  make  provision  for 
this  doss,  is,  in  this  report,  stated  at  $1,000,- 
CKK).  The  manner  in  which  this  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  u  therein  proposed  and  de- 
taUedr  giving  to  such  officers  600,000  dollars, 
to  be  distnbated  to  them  aooor^ng  to  their 
rank  and  pa7;,.while  in  serrioe,  in  a  Block  bear- 
ing a  yearly  interest  of  five  pier  cent  payable 
qnarterly,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
Uie  nation.  The  amount  of  300,000  doilar^ 
provided  for  the  widows  of  this  class,  is  ^)plied 
to  their  relief^. by  paying  to  each  of  them. out 
of  it,  one  hundred  doUus  a  year,  in  quarterly 
payments.  This  fbnd  is  to  be  annually  charged 
with  these  payments,  and  the  balance  annually 
credited  with  interest,  at  fiye  per  cent.  It  is 
calculated  that  this  fund,  so  managed,  will 
make  provi8i<m  for  these  venerable  matrons 
dnring  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  bai- 
anee,  if  any  then  remain,  will  fail  to  the  Treas- 
viTof  the  United  States. 

The  second  daas  comprehends  all  the  mrviv- 
on  <^  those  who,  in  uie  Evolutionary  war, 
were  engaged  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of 
tfie  United  States  during  the  continued  term 
vt  lune  months  or  upwardis,  being  n^nlar 
troops,  either  o^  or  not  of  the  line,  and  not 
bdng  pensioners  of  the  Uuted  States,  or  of 
any  one  of  them.  It  also  comprehends  all  the 
Borviving  widows  of  such  as  served  in  manner 
as  aforesaid,  and  who  were  also  not  on  any  roll 
of  pensioners.  The  nnrnb^  of  men  of  tliis 
(dass,  fur  whom  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  is  stated  by  the  report,  and  stated  on  the 
anthority  of  facts  drawn  from  the  Department 
of  War.  The  number  of  the  nnny  now  alive, 
(not  indnding  the  officers  of  the  first  class,)  is 
not  more  than  18,S00;  orthese,600  are  regu- 
lar tnx^  not  of  the  line,  lud  served  from  one 
to  three  years.  On  the  continental  establish- 
ment are  1,600,  who  s^ed  idne  months  or  up* 
vanisi  2,000  who e«rved<awyeir<H' upwards; 
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8,000  who  ierved  two  years  or  iqnrvii; 

and  11,600  who  swed  three  yem  cr  n- 
wards.  The  nnmbw  now  en  the  peaaioB  bit 
is  13,986.  The  nnmber,  thenfore,  not  on  tba 
list  of  penrionm.  who  served  in  the  Bero)^ 
tionary  war,  of  ttds  dass,  for  wfaon  provisiaB 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  is  6,616.  It  ia  stated 
in  the  report,  and  uw  statement  is  made  fron 
calculatitms,  that  the  number  of  widows  of  tbW 
dass  is  about  4,729.  The  amount  neeeswi7 
to  make  provision  for  this  class,  is  in  the  re- 
port stated  at  $2,000,000.  The  manner  of 
maldng  this  proviruMi,  is  similar  to  the  manner 
of  making  thiitfiHr  those  <tf  the  other  elasa.  it 
conuata  in  ereatii^  $1,200^000  of  fivaper  vmtL 
stoclu,  and  distribulinf  tbmaoeording  tonok 
and  duration  oi  time  in  senrioei  to  thia  kit 
renmant  of  the  Bevdntionaiy  army;  and,  ia 
appropriating  $800,000  to  the  creation  of  a 
fund,  out  of  wfaidh  to  pay  annnitieaof  $80  eaA 
to  the  surviving  widows,  of  such  of  this  daa 
of  the  army  as  have  now  passed  bey<md  the 
reach  of  naticmal  munificuioe.  Too,  therefionk 
have,  rir,  in  this  repwt,  according  to  the  in- 
structions, the  pr^i>aUe  number  (tf  those  who 
ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law ;  the  ao>oont 
of  that  provinon,  and  the  manner  of  making  it 
The  reasons  inducing  your  committee  to  make 
this  report,  involve  many  oonddera&mau  This 
c<wamittee  had  in  View  the  character  ot 
army;  the  nature  <tf  thdr  aerrice;  the^  osn^ 
pensation. 

It  may,  by  acnne,  be  deemed  a  waato  of  timt 
to  speak  of  character  of  an  army  which  fills 
BO  large  a  ^lace  in  the  history  of  Uie  last  cen- 
tury. It  is  not  SD  conndered  by  those  who 
wish  to  place  the  whdb  of  this  subject  nndsr 
one  view,  and  to  make  one  more  atteciq»t  to 
redeem  tneir  country  from  any  impstation  of 
ii^ustice  or  iilibemlity  towards  this  army.  Be- 
ciues,  it  was  not  forgotten  that  in  this  House 
Lad  been  sud,  the  resolutions  £h-  Mdargedpay, 
and  penncms  for  life,  were  extorted  Siwl  Con- 
gress by  a  q>irit  of  mutiny  in  the  army,  and 
m^  merdy  to  wpease  that  ifarit,  and  aave 
the  conntry  fttm  m  oonaeqnenoea.  Althongh 
all  who  know  the  &ets  must  know  dut  none  cf 
the  relatkms  of  verisimilitnde  exist  faetiraen 
those  ficts,  and  these  assertions;  ^t,  beoaaas 
what  we  are  doing  to^y  will  beocane  a  part 
of  the  history  ni  that  army,  and  <^  our  coua- 
try,  I  would  not  permit  that  hiiitoy  to  pass 
ioto  the  hands  of  the  childrMi  of  fbtore  guie- 
rations,  with  one  pi^  where  sudi  assertioBS 
found,  for  one  uHHnent,  shelter  undw  nlence^ 
or  stood  an  instant  unrefuted  by  the  recorded 
truth.  The  character  of  this  army,  sir^  has 
stood  nnimpeached,  while  the  greatest  UKn  on 
earth  have  been  calumnii^ed.  That  "slander 
which  doth  bdie  all  corners  of  the  world," 
had  not  bdied  this  amy.  General  WaduM- 
ton,  in  hia  letter  to  Congresst  dated  Ibtrdk  ISu, 
1788,  gives  this  high  testimonial  to  th^  {^of^ 
ons  character :  "1  am,"  a^rs  tids  illnsmoM 
man,  pleading  the  cause  v  nn  amy  which 
has  done  $ad  soffisnd  more  tiiaa  an/  nthir 
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army  ever  did,  in  defence  dt  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  hnmaa  natnre." 

Ur.  BuBon  moved  to  strike  oat  all  thehSl 
after  the  enacting  olonae,  and  insert  an  entirdy 
new  bta. 

Before  any  qnestion  was  taken  on  this  motion, 
Mr.  MrrcHTLL,  (tf  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  prepress,  and  have  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  motion  prevailed. 


PsmAT,  January  5. 
JToey  Yard  at  PMIadOpkia. 

Vr.  SjLXTSjnr,  from  the  Kaval  Committer 
reported  the  ftdlowing  joint  resolution : 

**  Raolwed  ^  the  Senate  and  Home  of  RepreterU- 
at*m  of  fA«  United  8tate$  of  America  in  Congrett 
aimoMed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  request  the  Govemnumt  of  the  State  of 
FemwrlvMiia  to  cede  to  the  United  States  jurisdic- 
tion  over  sooh  bmds  ss  are  owned  by  the  United 
States,  and  improved  for  poblio  porpoiea,  at  the 
Navy  Yard  near  Ftiiladelpbia.'' 

This  resolotion  was  twice  read. 

Hr.  Babtixtt,  in  reporting  this  resolntion, 
said,  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  pnt  this  Navy 
Yard  on  the  same  footmg  with  other  similiur 
esUUishments  of  the  United  States.  The 
groond  oovered  by  it  bad  been  snl^eoted  to 
taxes  onder  the  aathwity  of  the  State  of  Ponn- 
syWonia.  On  investigation,  it  appeared  that  no 
rigbt  had  been  aoqnired  by  the  United  States  to 

i'nrisdiction  over  it;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Cavy  has  not  felt  himself  authorized  to  apply 
for  the  cession  without  previous  authorization  by 
Congress.  Upra  this  state  of  things  this  reso- 
lution was  fonnded. 

Mr.  WiTETB  took  this  opportnnity  to  explain 
his  view  of  this  sobjeot  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  many  gentlemen  had  thought  this 
property  had  been  subjected  to  a  State  tax  by 
the  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  was  not  the  fhct,  because 
there  was  no  direct  State  land  tax  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. But  it  had  been  subjected  to  connty  rates. 
The  county  offioers  had  no  right  to  omit  these 
lands  in  tneir  assessment,  nntil  they  should  be 
exempted  by  the  State  authwily  from  taxation. 
This  had  not  been  asked  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States :  if  it  had  been,  it  would  not 
lave  been  refbsed.  If  now  a^ed,  he  presumed 
toe  State  wonld  assent  to  the  request,  as  it  had 
done  to  a  former  request  in  reference  to  streets 
ranniog  throt^h  the  yard.  The  resolution  now 
Mfwe  the  Honae  was  in  a  di£ferent  spirit,  and 
^  a  different  cliaraoter  ftom  that  before  the 
Hww  at  tee  last  session,  on  the  same  subject, 
*iHhe  saw  no  reason  to  oppose  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
gnxsed. 

Oiteriminatijiff  Ihitia  on  Svseduh  Yemh. 

Kr.  ToMLiiraoSffrom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
^orce,  reported  a  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
^orv^an  vessels  and  the  "*?^ha^iff«>  Im- 
VouIX.— 34 
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ported  therein,  from  the  payment  of  discrimina- 
ting dndes  of  tonnage  and  impost,  for  a  limited 
time,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  having  received  two  readings — 

Mr.  ToMUKSON  remarked,  that,  before  making 
a  motion  whicli  he  intended  to  make  with  the 
view  of  giving  a  direction  to  the  bill  which 
would  enable  him  to  bring  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Honse  at  an  early  day,  he  would 
take  leave  briefly  to  explain  the  neoes^^  of 
promptly  passii^  the  bill. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  state  that,  on  the  25th 
of  September  last,  the  commercial  treaty  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway,  of  the  4th  of  September, 
1816,expired.  By  that  treaty  Ameriocm  vessel^ 
their  eargoes,(rfAmerioanprodnce,  wereentltled 
and  exempted  from  the  payment  of  discrimi- 
nating duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  in  the 
Swedish  ports  and  vessels;  and  their  cargoes, 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
were  entitled  to  a  like  exemption  in  the  porta 
of  the  United  States.  The  ChargS  d'Affeires 
of  the  King  of  Sweden,  at  Washington,  on  the 
26th  of  September  last;  officially  announced  to 
our  Guvemment,  that  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
determined  to  observe  the  stipolations  of  the 
treaty,  on  his  part,  althoxigh  the  same  had  ex- 
pired. Swedish  vessels  have  recently  arrived 
m  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  been 
snlgeotea,  by  the  existing  laws,  to  the  pimnent 
of  the  dlsorimioating  dutie%  which  aaa  been 
Bomended  by  the  treaty, 
'  The  conrffi  to  he  pursued  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  plain.  It  ought  to  reci; 
procate  tiie  frank  and  friendly  conduct  c£  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
Norwe^n  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  the  pro- 
duce of  Sweden  and  Norway,  arriving  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  payment 
of  discriminating  duties  for  a  limited  time. 
This  time,  said  he,  need  not  be  long;  for  the 
expectation  may  be  jnstly  entertamed,  that 
the  negotiation  pending  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments will  speedily  temunate  in  the  renewal 
of  the  expired  treAty.  This  Government,  too, 
ought  promptly  to  refund  or  remit  any  discrimi- 
nating duties  that  may  have  been  paid  or  secured 
to  be  paid,  under  any  such  dronmstanees. 

The  bill,  on  motion  of  Ur.  T.,  was  then 
referred  to  the  Oommlttee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 


SATTnn>i.T,  January  ft. 
Benrnal  of  Choctaw  and  Chickataw  Indiani. 
Mr.  Hailb  moved  the  following  resolutions : 
1.  Jiesolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Al&in 
be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mab- 
iag  an  appropriation  to  aid  the  removal  of  such 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Inffians  as  may  be  disposed 
to  emigrate  west  of  the  VtsMssippi. 

3.  Retolved,  That  the  same  committee  he  further 
ioBtnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expeiUency  of  reim- 
bursing to  such  of  the  nuasionarios  as  may  accom- 
pany the  miA  Indiana  in  their  ronoval,  tiie  money 
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expended  hj  them  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  to 
lid  them  in  the  erection  of  other  bnQ^ogs  for 
ichoolfl. 

In  support  of  the  first  resolution,  Ur.  Hailb 
obserred  that  it  most  be  well  known  to  the 
House,  that,  to  make  farther  appropriations  for 
the  ptvpose  of  obtaining  land  from  the  Indians, 
hy  treaty,  was  perfeouy  useless.  It  was  m, 
because  the  Indians  ore  oompletely  under  the 
eontnd  of  white  men,  whose  interest  is  adTwse 
to  snoh  cession.  The  ot^eot  embraced  in  tiie 
resolntion  was  important  not  to  Mississippi 
alone,  bat  to  all  States  similarly  drcnmstanced 
in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It  was  the 
interest  of  all  such  States  that  vrery  facili^ 
shoold  be  given  for  the  remoral  of  this  popnla- 
tion  to  the  west  of  the  IKssissippi ;  and  they 
wonid  have  emigrated  long  slnce^  if  there  had 
been  any  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing them  .m  their  removal.  But  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  country  through  which  they 
had  to  pass,  and  they  never  would  cross  the 
swamps  and  go  to  the  place  assigned  for  their 
ftiture  abode,  unless  some  stqu  were  taken  to 
encourage  gai  aasltA  them.  [Mr.  H.  here  read 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretanr  of  War  on  tlus  snbiect:  "ICsny  of 
the  Indians  (Choctaws)  are  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, bnt  are  so  ignorant  of  the  route,  or  the 
means  by  which  they  can  reach  the  contem- 
plated settlement,  that  they  are  deterred  from 
making  an  efifort ;  but,  with  an  active,  intelli- 
gent conductor,  who  could  inform  them  where, 
and  how,  they  could  obtun  sucH  uda  as  the 
Government  will  famish  them  on  the  ronte, 
Inany  would,  in  my  opinion,  soon  set  out  for  a 
country  so  much  better  adapted  to  their  wants 
and  habits  than  where  they  now  are."]  The 
olfjeot  ot  the  second  resolution  he  stated  to  be, 
to  reimburse  the  missbnariea  now  among  tbe 
Chiokasaws  and  Ohoctaws  for  the  value  of  the 
school-houses  they  have  ereeted,  and  which 
mnst,  in  case  of  removal,  be  abandcmed.  He 
considered  it  politic  in  Ooremment  to  concil- 
iate these  misnonaries,  as  no  measure  could 
succeed  among  the  Ind^ns  if  these  persona  ex- 
erted their  Influence  to  oppose  it.  He  consid- 
ered it  as  highly  important  that  the  missiona- 
ries shonld  accompany  the  tribes  in  their  re- 
moval, as  their  presence  and  influence  on  Uie 
other  side  of  the  Mississippi  might  operate  to 
prevent  bloodshed  among  the  different  tribes. 

Mr.  OooK>  (Ohairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfiUrs)  said,  that  if  his  friend  from 
Mississippi  had  paid  attention  to  a  bill  which 
had,  at  tne  last  sesdon,  been  reported  by  the 
committee  to  which  he  bdonged,  and  had  been 
reprinted  the  present  session,  he  felt  persuaded 
he  would  not  nave  offered  this  resolution.  He 
would  And,  on  examining  that  bill,  that  it  went 
much  fiirther  than  the  resolution — including  in 
its  provisions  all  the  Indians  who  were  to  re- 
move, and  securiuff  whatever  was  requisite  to 
effect  their  removal.  Should  that  bill  pass,  the 
whole  object  of  the  resolution  would  be  ob> 
t^ned;  but,  if  not,  then  it  would  beino^odl- 
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ent  and  improper  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  Indians  of  Missiadppi  and  those  in 
other  States  quite  as  anxious  to  get  rid  ct 
them.  If  the  resolntion  should  be  adopted,  ila 
only  effect  would  be  to  give  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  the  troul^e  of  stating,  in  a  writ- 
ten report,  the  same  things  in  subetuice  as  be 
had  now  stated  verbally. 

Mr.  Haiu  disdidmed  all  intentifni  to  embar- 
rass  that  committee ;  bnt  the  State  he  had 
honor  to  represent  was  peculiarly  dtaated — 
two-thirds  of  its  oharterei  limits  were  occu- 
pied by  Indians,  and  one  of  the  largest  conn  ties 
m  tbe  State  was  separated  by  their  intavoA- 
tion  from  the  rest  of  the  setded  portkm  or  tht 
country ;  hence,  great  inconvenience  aroae,  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  absconding  deMon, 
taxable  land,  &c.  It  might  be  true  that  the 
bUl  covered  all  the  objects  of  the  resdntkn ; 
but  it  included  other  provinons  which  mif^it 
cause  its  rejection,  and  to  which  the  reeolotioft 
wonld  not  be  exposed.  Similar  laws  had 
passed  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  other  States ; 
yet  Hisnssippi  had  waited  with  patienee,  and 
bad  nerer  been  clamorous  for  her  rigfats,  Ac 

Ut.  MoLbah,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whcuaer  H 
was  in  order  to  prc^rase  to  do  by  resolotica 
what  had  already  be«t  dcme  in  a  bill,  reported 
by  the  very  committee  named  in  the  resolntiun. 

Tbe  Chair  decided  that,  if  tbe  r^iolntioD 
contained  no  matter  different  from  the  bill,  it 
would  not  be  in  order ;  bnt  he  believed  that 
part  of  it  in  relation  to  reimbursing  the  mia- 
sionaries  for  their  school-houses  was  not  in  the 
bill.  Tbe  resolution  was,  therefore,  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  MoLiaiT  then  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  which  prevailed,  and  the  resolaticm  was 
hid  on  the  table  acoordln^y. 

[On  a  subsequmt  daj  t^e  resdntirau  were 
agreed  to.] 

licportation  <if  Free  People  qf  (hlor, 
Mr.  Wbbms  offered  the  following  resolatiim: 
Retained,  That  a  special  coounittee  be  appmnted 
by  tbis  House,  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  transportation  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  wish  to  be  sent  to 
tbe  colony  at  Liberia. 

Mr.  Weeks  said  it  was  not  his  Intention,  st 
the  moment  of  offering  a  subject  of  this  nature 
for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
attempt  entering  into  the  merits  of  tbe  propo- 
sition, becanse  he  would  wish  it  to  remain  for 
consideradon ;  but,  with  the  indulgmce  <tf  the 
House,  he  would  state,  in  as  condensed  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  two  reasons  that  had  inflneneed 
his  mind,  wit^  the  hvpa  that  U  might  indnoe 
every  member  of  Con^!«8B  to  ezamme  well  the 
subject  In  Maryland,  si^  he,  Uie  State  which 
I  have  tbe  honor  in  part  to  represent,  It  has 
been  found  impracticable  to  extend  to  this  un- 
happy part  of  our  community,  equal  rights,  ts 
criminals,  in  the  blessings  even  of  penitentiary 
confinement.  At  firat  we  did,  until  it  was 
fooud  that,  in  a  lew  more  yeara^  a  bnB^ng 
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eoTering  ten  or  twelve  acres  voold  not,  perhapa^ 
coQtaia  them.   Banishment,  therefore,  has  been 
satutitated,  and,  although  famished  with  a 
oop7  of  the  record,  they  have  no  secaiity  for 
fniure  liberty  :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  par- 
chased  and  carried  to  a  dbtanoe;  and  it  is 
verily  believed  that  they  are  no  sooner  beyond 
the  confines  of  the  State,  than  they  are  robbed 
of  that  evidence,  and  carried  into  slavery  for 
life.  Bwretted,  aa  this  must  be,  br  all  men  of 
feeling,  tEere  is  no  remedy,  it  would  seem^  left ; 
80  thi^  in  truth,  whilst  we  are  endeavoring  to 
prevent  the  slave  trade  being  any  longw  car- 
ried OQ  by  American  citizens  abroad,  we  are, 
in  foot,  carrying  it  on  at  home.   Another  rea- 
son is,  eir,  that  now,  satisfied  of  their  degraded 
situation,  a  large  nomber  of  the  free  blacks  of 
Maryland  have  momori^lzed  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  on  t^e  snbject,  making  a  etrong  ap- 
peal to  their  best  feelings  of  charity  and  jostioe ; 
inviting  assistance  sofficient  only  to  wut  them 
to  the  land  of  their  forefathers — to  the  yonng 
colony  at  Uberla,  where  they  expect  to  be  able, 
as  horable  instraments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Great  I  AM,  to  canse  the  wilderness  to  rqoioe, 
and  the  heathen  become  the  worshippers  of 
ttie  Uviog  Ood.  They  have  reminded  us  of  onr 
anoestors,  when  forced  by  persecntion  to  enu- 
grate  to  this  oonntry — ^then  a  savage  wilder- 
ness ;  now  the  Paradise  of  the  world.  And 
shall  we  not  endeavor  to  do  something  to  meet 
this  call ;  thereby  aiding  in  the  very  object, 
perhaps,  wliic^  was  intended  to  be  produced, 
when  oar  forefathers  were  persuaded  to  bring 
tliem  here  t    For  I  never  can  consent,  sir,  to 
view  it  in  any  other  light,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  right  of  property  of  this  sort  of  purchase 
with  our  money,  has  been  reoognizod  under 
every  diqiensation  from  Qod  to  man.   It  is  the 
justice  and  homanity  of  the  act,  sir,  that  influ- 
ences my  oondact,  and  not  a  belief  that  there 
is  any  thing  like  a  mine  that  maj  be  blown 
irith  a  match— 

Ur,  yi.  was  here  intermpted  by  lb.  Wbb- 
nu,  who  made  a  point  of  order :  inqniring  if 
it  was  in  order  to  discnss  a  resolution,  when 
the  person  who  ofiered  it  himself  expreraed  bis 
intention  to  move  that  it  lie  on  tiie  table— a 
motion  to  lay  any  proportion  upon  the  table 
not  being  debatable. 
After  some  explanations  by  the  Ohfdr, 
Hr,  'Wbbstbb  demanded  that  the  previous 
qnestion  of  eonnderation  be  taken. 

The  question  was  acoordlngly  taken,  "  Will 
the  House  now  consider  tiie  resolution ! " 
And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
mdority. 

for  the  present,  the  sabject  passed  o£ 

TtTESDAT,  Jantmry  9. 
Appointment  qf  Ghargh  da  Affavret. 
The  following  resolotion,  moved  by  Mr. 
BuiR  yesterday  and  lidd  nptm  the  table,  was 
called  up  and  read: 
''JleiofMd;  That  the  Fieaideut  of  the  Uolted 


[H.  or  B. 

States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  tliis  House 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  number  of  Charge 
des  Afiiures  have  been  appointed  since  the  let  cky 
of  January,  1826,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  whether,  in  any  case,  such  appoint- 
Dient  has  been  made  after  ooUce  had  been  given  of 
the  intention  of  a  Minister  abroad  to  return,  and 
after  his  saeoesaor  had  been  appdnted ;  also,  by 
what  authority,  and  what  length  of  time  did  said 
temporary  appointment  continue,  what  the  duties  to 
be  discharged  and  what  the  compensation  paid." 

lb*.  Bbxnt  having  inquired  of  the  genfteman 
from  Tennessee  what  was  his  predse  ol^eot  in 
moving  this  call- 
Mr.  Blaib  stated  the  groonds  on  which  he 
had  brought  this  motion ;  but  the  position  of 
the  reporter  prevented  bis  hearing  him  as  dis- 
tinctiy  as  he  could  wish.  Mr.  B.  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that  he  had  been  informed,  thaL 
in  one  case  at  least,  onr  Ministers  abroad  had 
appointed  Charges  des  Affiiires  to  succeed 
them,  who  had  received  not  only  the  salary 
annexed  to  that  office,  bat  also  the  outfit  He 
had  looked  In  vain  into  the  constitntion  and  the 
laws  for  any  authority  in  any  foreign  Mmister, 
to  make  snch  appointment;  and,  if  the  fact 
was  as  he  supposea,  the  public  money  had  been 
paid  to  a  person  not  authorized  to  receive  it. 
As  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  this 
Union,  he  said  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  raise 
his  voice  against  such  appointments,  and  agiunst 
such  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  have  the  facts  authenti- 
cally before  him. 

Mr.  FoBSTTQ  (Churman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said,  it  had  been  the  constant 
practice  of  the  Government  for  many  years,  to 
have  persons  charged  with  their  affairs  with  for- 
eign nations,  when  the  Ifinister  of  the  United 
States  either  died  at  his  post,  or  was  temporarily 
absent  The  persons  charged  with  our  affairs  in 
such  cases,  were  sometimes  designated  before- 
hand by  the  Government,  anticipating  the  ne- 
oessity  of  having  them,  or  left  by  the  IGnister 
when  the  Government  had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  its  directions.  A  moment's  reflection 
wonld  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  the  public  interests  required  these  trusts 
to  be  confided.  The  person  charged  tempo- 
rarily with  our  affiairs  abroad,  generally  the 
Secretary  of  Legation,  was  nsnally  allowed 
compensation  for  these  services,  in  ad^tion  to 
his  pay  as  Secretary  of  Legation — p^d.  Mr.  F. 
presumed,  out  of  the  contingent  fimd  of  forei^ 
intercourse.  Mr.  F.  Icnew  notlilng  of  the  facta 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  alluded, 
and  certainly  was  not  opposed  to  the  inqniry  he 
proposed.  If  there  had  been  any  thing  wrong, 
it  ought  to  be  known,  and  the  error  corrected 
of  exposed. 

Mr.  EvKBETT  Bwd  ho  should  not  oppose  the 
call  proposed  by  the  resolution.  On  the  con- 
trary, tiie  amendment  which  he  should  suggest 
to  the  resolution  would  go  to  make  it  more 
comprehensive,  1^  striking  out  the  limitation 
which  it  proposed  as  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry. 
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He  mored  then  to  strike  oat  the  firet  day  of 
Janiiai7,  1836,  and  insert  in  lien  thereof  the 
fourth  aaj  of  March,  1769,  bo  that  the  whole 
practice  of  the  Government  ehoold  be  brought 
to  the  view  of  this  House,  and  an  opportunity 
given  to  members  to  moke  np  their  <q>inions 
ttoderstandingly. 

Mr.  Wbbstib  said,  the  idea  which  some 
•eemed  to  entertun,  that  dipkmatlo  ^point- 
menta  are  rwnlated  by  atatnte,  was  entirelj  er> 
roneona.  He  thought  that  matter  bad  been 
tattj  nnderstood  in  uiis  House,  whatever  errors 

opinion  on  the  subject  might  exist  out  of  it. 
The  power  of  appointing  foreign  Ministers  was 
given  by  the  constitution  to  the  Executive — ^to 
tlie  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
teat  of  the  Senate.  The  office  exists  hj  the 
laws  of  nations :  the  constitution  prescribes  the 
mode  of  ^pointing  to  it.  The  practice,  Mr.  W. 
said,  had  uniformly  been,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Geoi^a  httl  stated  it.  On  the  death  of  a  Min- 
ister, tiie  Secretary  of  Legation  attached  to  the 
misMon,  becomes  ipto  facto  the  Chai^  des  Af- 
fiures,  Kr.  W.  did  not  know  that  any  great 
inconvenienoe  resnlted  inm  the  exercise  (n  this 
power  by  onr  Ministers,  when  aboot  to  leave 
their  stations;  and  still  less  in  the  case  of  a 
Secretary  of  Legation  becoming  CbargS  des  Af- 
fhires  by  the  death  of  a  Minister — that  being  an 
opporttmity  for  serving  their  friends,  which  he 
imagined  our  Ministers  abroad  do  not  very 
much  covet,  Mr.  W,  thought  the  answer  to 
the  inc^airy  would  be  too  voluminous,  by  its 
embracmg  an  account  of  what  dnties  these  per- 
sons have  discharged :  and  he  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  the  propriety  of  striking  out  that 

Eart  of  the  resolution ;  in  which  shape  he  should 
ave  no  objection  to  it 

Mr.  Bdohanan  said,  since  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  consented  to  accept  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maiiaachusetta,  (Mr.  Evebett,)  he  cared  very 
little  whether  the  resolution  passed  or  not.  It 
had  become  so  extensive,  that  the  object  of  it 
would  he  defeated.  Mr.  B.  ssid  he  had  under- 
stood the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  to  make  a 
distinct  charge — if  he  did  not,  Mr.  B.  wished 
him  to  say  so — that  not  only  had  a  Minister  of 
the  TTnited  States  abroad  appointed  a  Charg6  des 
Afitures  on  his  leaving  the  station,  (which  ap- 
pointment Mr.  B.  admitted  was  necessary  and 
proper,)  but  that  that  Charg^,  besides  receiving 
the  salary  attached  to  that  otlice,  during  the  time 
he  held  it,  had  received  an  outfit.  Heknew  not 
whetherhewascorrectin  this  impression;  but, 
if  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
correct  him.  But,  if  the  gentleman  hod  received 
such  information  as  t^ia,  and  the  information 
was  true,  no  practice  whatever  could  make  it  a 
correct  proceeding.  Previous  practicemight  jus- 
tify tho  appointment  of  a  Chai^  doa  Affaires, 
and  the  allowance  of  a  salary  to  him ;  but  it 
conld  never  Justify  an  expenditure  from  the 
contingent  fund  for  allowing  him  an  outfit,  in 
addition  to  the  salair.  This  distiact  fact  had 
been  proposed  to  be  mqiUred  into;  bat,  by  the 


[Jakdabt,  U97. 

amendment  mored  by  the  gentleman  from  Itm- 
sachusetta,  and  accepted  by  the  gemtleman  fron 
Tennessee,  that  ^ngle  point  would  be  smoth- 
ered nnder  a  mass  of  documents,  which,  if  re- 
ceived within  any  reasonable  time,  would  be^ 
tirely  oseless.  Mr.  B.  added  another  remark: 
If  the  aalaiy  of  our  Ministers  •In'oad  was  so 
lov  u  to  make  it  neceeeary  for  than  to  retsm 
to  the  country,  aniraaUy,  to  reorave  an  ootfit  to 
enable  them  to  appear  in  a  mannw  becomi^ 
our  Bepreaentatives  at  fordgn  QoTOTuncntfiS 
that  salary  oof^t  to  be  incrrased.  If  it  ns 
not  so,  the  practice  of  changing  our  Ministen 
abroad  every  year,  could  not  ha  jostiSed.  It 
was  a  practice  which  must  be  essentially  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  oonntry :  for,  if 
a  negotiation  was  opened  abroad,  the  IGi^ 
ter  often  returned  before  it  was  otHDpIeted, 
leaving  the  matter  nnsettled,  greatly  to  the  det- 
riment of  our  interest  Mr.  B.  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  bad  no  particular  ot^ection  to 
the  resoloticm:  but  he  saggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee^  WMther,  digged  ai  it 
now  was,  he  had  not  better  alnikdon  tiw  rcso* 
lotion  altogether,  and  on  another  daj  bring  in 
a  new  resdaUon,  confined  to  the  o1;|ect  waA 
he  had  specially  in  view. 

Mr.WEBSTKB  said,  notwithstanding  the  Bolena 
denial  of  the  gentieman  from  6e<Higia,  it  is  as  fame 
as  it  was  before  he  rose,  that  tiwce  is  no  statute 
or  law  of  Congress  prescribing  what  number  of 
public  Ministers  or  otiier  diidomatic  ageofa^ 
should  be  appointed,  or  to  what  ooorta,  or  od 
what  occasions  they  should  be  sent  He  (Mr. 
W.)  had  said,  and  now  repeated,  that  a  Minister 
was  a  national  functionary,  known  to  the  law 
of  nations ;  the  office  had  its  ori|^  and  derived 
its  character  from  that  law.  ^e  oonstitntion 
reoc^;nized  the  office,  as  existing  in  the  inter* 
coarse  of  nations,  and  vested  tne  appmntmeBSt 
of  the  officer  in  the  President  and  SeDste.  ft 
belonged  to  the  Enontive  to  decide  cm  what 
occasions  PabHc  Ministers  should  be  appointed, 
and  to  what  courts,  and  to  decide  on  their  num- 
ber. He  did  not  say  now,  whether  aO  this 
might,  or  might  not,  he  radiated  by  law.  He 
spoke  only  to  the  fact.  It  was  not  so  r^olated 
nor  ever  had  been.  The  only  law  on  the  sub- 
ject was  that  which  limited  the  power  of  the 
President  as  to  tlte  amonnt  of  salary  allowed  to 
these  officers.  Here  Congress  had  set  boonda. 
In  all  other  respects  the  sahject  rested  in  Ex- 
ecntivo  discretion.  He  was  at  issne  with  the 
gentieman  from  Georgia  on  a  plun  matter  of 
fact,  an  imraiir  as  to  what  the  statute  omtain* 
ed.  Hehaia8aid,andberepeated,thattliareWH 
no  other  statute  providon  except  that  whidt 
limited  the  compensatiwi.  If  there  were  any 
other,  the  gentleman  from  Geor^  could  esaly 
turn  to  it;  and  he  particularly  invited  him  to 

Soint  it  out.  If  he  should  not  do  so,  bis  sol«im 
enial  of  what  he  bad  s^d,  that  was,  that  no 
particular  mission  or  ministerial  appointmoit, 
was  made  in  pursuance  of  any  statute,  woulj 
still  not  sliake  the  troth  of  that  proposition. 
Mr.  FowxLL  said,  that,  whenever  there  wm 
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h  sDggestioa  of  abuse  of  powea  hj  the  Execu- 
tive, he  thoDght  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Uouse  to  soatAin  anj  iDoniry  into  such  abuse, 
which  was  proposed,  it  the  Execative  has 
abused  his  power  it  oaght  to  be  knowa,  and  if 
proved,  to  undergo  the  reprobation  of  this 
house.  however,  he  has  strictly  discharged 
his  duty,  it  vras  due  to  him  that  the  House 
should  institate  the  inquiry,  to  relieve  him 
from  QTijnst  impntatioD.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  resolution  would  be  aUowed  to  pass  in 
the  shape  which  it  had  assomed. 

Mr.  wkbstbb  said,  that  he  wished  !t  to  be 
understood,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  now  amended:  his 
only  objection,  was  its  violation,  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  spirit  of  the  rules  <^  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolation,  as  amended,  as  dedwd  in  the 
affiimative. 


Weonbsdat,  January  10. 
iMJid  Claim)  in  Ohio. 
The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
^ole,  Mr.  Hoffman  in  the  chair,  ou  the  bill 
**providiDg  for  the  relinquishment  of  certaia 
claims  to  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Ohio." 

[This  bill,  which  refers  to  the  gore  of  land 
lying  between  what  are  known  as  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts'  Hoes,  had  twice  passed  the  House  at 
former  sessions,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  for 
vant  of  time  to  act  upon  it.  As  the  bill  ia  one 
of  local  interest  merely,  a  succinct  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  controversy,  with  a  few  of  the 
leading  arguments  on  each  side  only,  are  given. 
When  Vir^nia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
great  body  of  her  Western  lands,  among  otber 
coDditions  of  the  cession  was  one  for  satisfying 
out  of  these  lands  the  chums  of  a  certain  body  of 
her  militia  under  General  Clarke ;  and  if  certain 
tracts  south  of  the  Ohio  Biver  should  prove 
insnffioient  for  this  otjeot|then  an  additioDal  tract 
^na  tot  apwt  on  tlie  nwth  nde  of  that  liver. 
The  case  ooiMempIated,  ocoorred.  The  lands 
«onth  of  the  Ohio  were  insnfficieat^  and  the 
tract  on  the  north  of  it  was  to  be  appropriated, 
This  tract  had  the  rirer  Ohio  on  tbe  south,  the 
Bcioto  on  the  east,  the  Little  liOami  on  the  west, 
and  on  the  north  a  Hoe  running  from  the  sonrce 
of  oneof  theseriveo^  to  the  source  of  the  other. 
The  United  States  Sarveyor's  name  was  Lud- 
W;  he  traced  the  Little  Miami  to  its  source ; 

as  the  Scioto  lay  for  east,  he  naturally 
ooncloded  that  its  source  voald  be  east  of 
Ihe  Bonrce  of  the  Miami.  Ue  accordingly 
commenced  at  the  source  of  the  Miami,  and 
no  a  random  line  in  such  a  direction  as  he  sup- 
posed wonld  bring  him  outnear  tbe  head  waters 
of  the  Soioto;  bnt  when  this  line  had  been  run 
tt  &r  as  to  meet  the  IndUn  honndarr,  the  In- 
dians met  the  party,  prevented  ut&r  pro- 
<^iiig  any  ftrUier.  So  that  Ludlow's  line 
never  reached  tlie  Soioto  at  all.  Itheina,how- 
the  onljr  anthoii^,  iras  taken  for  the 


CH.OVB. 

true  line,  and  the  United  States  went  on  to 
sell  the  public  lands  west  of  it  up  to  this  line. 
On  farther  examination,  however,  it  was  found, 
that  the  Scioto  River  wound  round  about,  to- 
wards the  westifin  such  a  manner  as  to  pass  en- 
tirely the  head  waters  of  the  Little  Miami,  and 
to  have  its  source  some  distance  west  of  the 
sonrce  of  that  river.  A  new  line  was  now  run 
from  one  source  to  the  other ;  and  tbe  divert, 
gency  of  these  two  lines,  (the  first  false  and 
suppoutitious,  tbe  latter  correct  and  the  true 
line,)  left  a  gore  of  land  wUoh  the  United  Statea 
had  partly  sold  to  settlers,  bnfe  which  was  sow 
found  to  be  within  the  reaenre  for  V irsinia  Mili- 
tary Warrants.  Warranta  were  aooorungly  laid 
upon  Tarioua  parts  of  it,  eome  of  which  bad 
been  occupied  and  improved  by  persons  who  hod 
title  from  the  United  States.  A  suit  was  insti- 
tuted, to  try  the  question,  and  the  United  Statea 
Supreme  Court  having  decided  one  of  these  in 
favor  of  the  warrant  Holder,  it  ia  manifest  tiiat 
the  Government  must  either  satisfy  the  other 
warrant  holders,  or  let  them  go  on  to  <|ject  the 
settlers,  and  then  reimburse  the  latter.  The  bill 
proposed  to  pay  the  warrant  holders  the  ap* 
pnUsed  value  of  their  several  lots  as  in  a  state 
of  nature,  and  for  this  purpose,  apprc^ilated 
about  OOjOOO  dollars.] 

The  bill  was  strennoosly  resisted  bv  Mr. 
TaoHFSOK,  of  Ohio,  and  as  warmly  defended  by 
Mr.  Vinton,  of  the  same  State.  Messrs.  Cookb, 
Websteb,  Vance,  Livinobtox,  Mbroeb,  and 
Wbiqut,  also  engaged  incidentally  in  thei  debate. 

Mr.  TnoMPsoN's  argument  was  in  sub- 
stance  tbe  following: — That  the  biU  was  based 
on  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  upon  au  agreed  eaaA,  in  which  all  tbe 
facts  were  not  before  it,  and  in  which  one  main 
fact,  viz:  the  validity  of  Roberts'  line,  was  as- 
sumed. He  strongly  insinuated  that  there  had 
been  intrigue  and  management  in  procuring  the 
f^reed  case.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  in  1 807,  no 
Virginia  warrant  was  to  be  valid,  if  located  on 
lands  of  tlie  United  States  already  surveyed  aii4 
entered,  bnt  tbe  location  of  the  wurant  of  Gen- 
eral HcArtbur  (the  party  m^nly  to  receive  the 
benefits  the  loll)  was  not  made  till  1810^  and 
was,  therefore,  void  by  that  law.  The  Sapreme 
Court,  however,  asstimed  that  it  had  been  made 
before  1607.  A  part  of  the  lands  to  be  affected 
by  the  hill  are  inlitigation  at  this  time,  and  tlie 
only  decLuon  which  nas  been  had,  is  against  the 
warrant  holder.  A  new  trial  was  awarded  to 
General  McArthnr,  however,  through  the  indul- 
gence of  the  ConrL  He  affirmed  that  neither 
of  the  two  lines  is  accarato.  It  was  difficult 
to  make  it  so,  as  both  rivers  take  their  rise  in 
a  marshy  country,  full  of  ponda,  where  two 
streams  often  arise  from  Uie  same  pond,  and 
mn  in  difi^rent  directions.  But,  in  the  agreed 
case,  Roberts*  line  was  taken  as  the  true  line,  and 
the  court  decided  ou  this  snppodtion.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States,  throu^  cour- 
tesy, desired  the  co-operation  of  Vii^inia,  to 
satW^  all,  of  her  disposition  in  good  Mtli  to 
fitlfil  the  objects  of  the  grant.  iHow,  Virginia 
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neTer  gave  any  act  of  aaseDt  to  Roberts'  line. 
It  is  trae,  the  agreed  case  was  made  under  or- 
der* of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bat  that 
officer  had  no  anthority  to  aoree  away  any  of 
the  United  States  laniu :  and  Oongress  is  now 
asked,  in  effect,  to  bay  up  a  set  of  claims 
which  are  litigated,  and  have  once  been  decided 
•gfunst.  Those  sails  ought  first  to  be  settled 
on  a  ftitt  inTOstigation  of  oU  the  evidence. 

Mr.  ynrroH'B  reply  was,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows:—That  a  precisely  rimilar  biU  had  al- 
nady  twice  pused  the  House,  after  a  Adl  argu- 
ment There  had  been  three  different  reports 
of  theO(HnmitteeonPnbIieLands,  inrelaticmto 
this  case,  aSl  which  agreed,  and  in  which  the 
oonunittees  were  unanimoos.  The  oliJectioDS 
had  flU  been  twice  discussed,  and  oTermled. 
But  bis  colleague  had  exhibited  some  feeling, 
And  had  made  inmnuations  which  rendered  a 
statement  of  facts  neoeasary.  Kr.  V.  here  gave 
a  detailed  history  of  the  whole  case,  with  the 
date  of  the  seTeral  pnbho  acts  in  relation  to  it. 
Be  repelled  the  losmtiationB  of  Mr.  T.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  used  by  General  MoAr- 
thnr,  in  the  suit  referred  to.  In  that  case 
the  Uoited  States  had  ordered  the  District  At- 
tomflj  to  make  the  United  States  a  port;  in 
the  suit.  It  had  taken  the  defence  into  its  own 
hands,  and  the  suit  was  dedded  a^nst  the 
Govemmenti  and  in  &tw  of  the  {Aidntiff  war- 
rant holder. 

The  agreement  in  the  ease  about  Roberts'  line, 
was  the  Government's  own,  and  onght  of  coarse 
to  bind  the  Government.  Virginia  did  accede 
to  the  correctness  of  Roberts'  line,  and  founded 
a  claim  upon  its  survey.  The  only  question  on 
which  a  doubt  coald  rest^  was,  whether  the  act 
of  1607  did^  or  did  not,  forbid  the  location  of 
Virginia  warrants  on  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States ;  and  the  Supreme  Court,  by  on  argument 
which  he  deemed  irrefragable,  bad  decided 
that  it  was  only  intended  to  quiet  cltims  as  ex- 
isting between  di^rent  Viiinnia  warrant  hold- 
ers. That  decision,  at  aU  events,  puts  the 
question  at  rest. 

As  for  the  suit  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Ohio, 
if  it  proved  any  thing,  it  proved  that  that  ooart 
deemed  McArthur's  claim  to  be  valid.  In  the 
first  verdict,  it  was  decided  against  him,  but  be- 
cause the  court  forbade  his  patent  to  be  brought 
before  the  jury,  and  instructed  the  jary  to  bring 
the  verdict,  the  very  next  day,  on  rightly  un- 
derstanding the  case,  they  granted  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  that  the  jury  had  been  mis-direct- 
ed by  the  court  Bat  let  that  decision  be  ever 
80  ^ood,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation  has 
decided  otherwise,  and  its  delusion  must  stand. 

If  tlie  bill  is  reftised,  the  warrant  holders 
will  proceed  and  (^ect  the  United  States  set- 
tlers; and  they,  holding  title  from  the  United 
States,  must  be  remunerated,  nut  only  for  the 
na^ed  veJue  of  the  land,  as  in  a  state  of  nature, 
but  for  their  valuable  improvements  also;  and, 
instead  of  axty  thonsana  dollars,  the  Govern- 
ment must  pay,  in  the  end,  several  hundred 
thousand. 


[Javoakt,  tut. 

Kr.  'WiBsm  summed  up  the  case  in  cne 
question,  which  be  addressea  to  the  CommittM 
on  the  Public  Lands,  viz :  whether  the  title  of 
these  Virginia  cliumants  has  been  fairly  tried 
and  fairly  setUed  ?  If  it  had,  the  bill  was  tm- 
tainly  expedient  and  necessary ;  nor  could  Gor- 
ernment  be  too  early  in  quieting  the  fears 
those  who  had  purchased  from  1^  and  now  fimnd 
them  invalid. 

Mr.  LiTnrasToir  doubted  if  Ihe  Talidity  of 
Roberts*  Ime  liod  ever  been  established  by  jn- 
dicial  deciaou.  In  the  esse  submitted  to  tbe 
Bnpreme  Court,  its  validity  was  not  l«on^t  in- 
to discusdon;  and  thoagh  the  declnon  of  tbe 
court  might  o^rate  as  an  estopper  in  Ait 
porUcnlar  suit,  it  extended  no  farther.  He  did 
not  know  if  the  accuracy  of  the  line  had  ever 
been  questioned.  It  appeared  from  the  state- 
ments of  gentlemen,  that  the  United  Stales 
Commissioners,  and  those  of  Virginia,  agreed  as 
to  the  sources  of  the  rivers — and  this  une  run 
between  them.  If  that  is  the  true  line,  tboe 
could  be  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  ttf 
the  bill.  He  wished,  however,  to  know  what 
assurance  the  Government  had  uiat  this  apniat- 
ment  would  be  acquiesced  in,  and  the  appropria- 
tion accepted  by  the  claimants  f  Had  then 
been  any  negotiation  with  them  on  the  subject  I 
If  not,  how  was  the  appnusemeot  of  the  Umted 
States  Commissioners  obligatory  on  them,  and 
alter  receiving  the  sum  in  the  bill,  wfa^U  hin- 
dered their  stul  proceeding  agdnst  the  United 
States  settlers! 

Mr.  Mbbceb  mode  some  ohservationa,  which 
were  imperfectly  heard.  Their  general  tenor 
was,  that  Virginiahad  never  questioned  Roberts' 
line.  McArthur  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  Vir- 
ginia, (having  purchased  her  warrants,)  and  if  hia 
claim  was  good,  it  was  obviously  Just  to  satisfy 
it,  and  save  the  settlers  from  disturbance. 

Kr.  Wbiqut,  of  Ohio^  sud  he  had  been  en- 
gaged during  the  discussion,  in  tiie  performance 
of  duties  assigned  him  by  the  House  in  antAfaeir 
port  of  the  bnildlng^  and  had  not  heard  what 
had  been  advanced  on  either  dde.  On  coming 
into  the  House  a  moment  since,  he  had  bem 
informed  that  his  colleague  Qir.  Taounas) 
hod  imputed  to  him  improper  motives  or  con- 
duct in  his  connection  with  the  agreed  facts  in 
the  case  of  the  Lessee  of  Doddrige  r<.  Thomp- 
son &  Wright,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
I  will  take  it  kindly  of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  W. 
said,)  if  he  will  now  repeat  what  he  did  say 
in  relation  to  that  agreed  case,  and  my  agency 
in  it. 

Hr.  TaoMPSON,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  said  he  had 
not  intended  to  cast  any  impntatiwi  upon  hia 
colleague,  (Mr.  Wbight,)  in  relation  to  that 
case.  All  he  meant  to  s^,  was,  that  the  ctan- 
mittee  had  no  evidence  that  the  agreed  eaaa 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  there  was  such  evidence,  that 
neither  the  Government  nor  the  Attorn^ 
could  agvee  away  the  factB  in  controversy,  nor 
make  an  agreement  in  that  case  which  could 
be  considered  as  affecting  any  other  case,  or 
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any  thing  beyond  the  land  claimed  in  that 
nut 

ISr,  Wbxoht  ngnmed.  When  the  ejectment 
rait  vaa  brooght  hj  Doddrige  ag^nst  Thomp- 
son, I  was  the  IMstrict  Attorn^  of  the  UiUted 
States  in  Ohio.  I  did  not  anppoae  it  pert^ed 
to  my  ordinary  official  duties  to  appear  to,  or 
defend  the  sait.  Thompson  did  not  appear.  I 
was  instructed  bj  the  then  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  Hr.  Heigs,  to  appear 
to  the  suit  on  accoont  of  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  the  qnestion,  and  so  condnct 
it  as  to  bring  it  for  decision  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  TTnited  States.  Under  their  in- 
structions, and  the  advice  of  the  Circuit  Judge, 
my  name  was  inserted  Id  the  case  as  defendant, 
representing  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
The  maps,  papers,  and  documents,  which,  on 
my  part,  were  carried  into  the  agreed  case,  w»e 
fttraished  tram  fhe  Land  Office.  No  trial  was 
had  in  Ohio.  Judgment  was  taiken  thwe  for 
the  defendants,  pro  f^rma^  and  the  case  re- 
moved by  the  plaintiff  to  the  Supreme  Court 
here.  I  had  do  interest  in  the  case,  nor  other 
agency  than  under  the  direction  of  the  Land 
Office. 

Not  having  heard  the  discusnon  to-day,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  could  bear  on 
the  question  to  inquire,  wliether  the  agreement 
extende<l  beyond  the  case  in  which  it  was 
made?  But  if,  as  my  coUcagae  seems  to  sup- 
pose,  it  has  been  urged,  that  the  factt  agreed 
ui  the  case  referred  to,  embraced  all  the  lands 
lying  between  Lndlow's  and  Roberts*  lines,  he 
is  certainly  correct  in  sapposing  the  agreeement 
did  not  extend,  and  could  not  be  extended  so 
ikr.  In  the  nature  of  things,  an  agreed  state 
of  facta,  in  a  cause  pending,  would  be  limited 
and  coi^ned  to  that  case,  and  could  sot  be  re- 
lied on  to  conclude  any  one  in  anotiier  case. 
But  if  the  argument  was,  as  I  should  suppose 
it  probable,  XDAt,  if  the  legal  principles  settled 
by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Doddrige  m. 
Thompson  and  Wright,  were  the  same  as  arose 
iu  other  casesL  the  decision  settling  those  prin- 
^les  would  be  applicable  to  those  other  cases 
wlteu  they  should  arise,  and  be  held  conclusive 
upon  tlie  Government  and  individuals,  then  the 

Tment  is  certainly  correct, 
have  no  design  to  engage  in  the  ^scussion 
the  qnestion  before  the  committee,  and  only 
rose  to  malu  the  Btatcment  and  ex[uanataon  I 
have. 

Ur.  Ooon  prodooed  a  report  made  to  the 
Senate  on  thia  some  snbject,  which  he  wished 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  Websteb  opposed  this  measure  as  a  rio- 
lation  of  order.  The  gentleman  might  read  it, 
but  the  House  ooald  not,  as  such,  order  tlie 
rwdin^  of  a  report,  any  more  than  of  a  speech, 
mfule  in  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Vance  said  l^at  that  document  was  not 
tiie  report  of  the  Land  Committee,  but  was 
drown  up  by  one  of  its  membera,  who 
vishod  to  have  it  odc^ted  as  aneh,  hot  that  the 


[a  or  B. 

committee  being  equally  divided,  one  of  its 
members,  (Mr.  Van  Dtek,)  being  indisposed 
and  unable  to  attend,  who  had  fonneriy  been 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  the  doooment  was  fitted 
at  the  teqnest  of  the  member  who  drew  it  np^ 
and  not  by  authority  of  the  committee. 

Ur.  Yanob,  (in  whose  district  tiie  land  in 
question  lies,)  wishing  to  give  a  ftirther  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  the  case,  with  which  he 
said  he  was  folly  acquainted,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

It  rose  accordingly,  and  having  r^Kurted  pro- 
gress^ had  leave  to  sit  again. 


TooBSDAT,  Jannai7 11. 
Free  Blackt  in  the  J)i»triet  qf  Columbia. 
Mr,  PowBLi,  fivm  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  CcinmUa,  whidi  was  directed  to 
inqnire  whether  there  be  in  force  In  sidd  IM^ 
trict,  any  law  wldch  authorizes  the  imprison- 
ment of  any  free  man  of  color,  and  his  sale  as 
an  nndaimed  alave,  for  ieSl  fees  and  other 
charaes,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject.  Id 
which  the  case  of  Gilbert  Houghton,  the  free 
man  of  color  from  New  York,  Is  stated. 

Mr.  PovBLL  accompanied  his  report  by  the 
following  bill : 

"  Be  it  enacted  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Reprt' 
aentaiivet  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  von- 
greet  aaten&led.  That  whenever  any  peraon  shall  be 
apprehended  or  committed  In  the  uty  of  WMhing- 
ton,  or  Georgetown,  or  in  the  eounty  of  Washing- 
ton,  as  a  runaway,  and  it  should  appear,  upon  exam- 
ination, that  the  said  person  is  entitled  to  his  or  her 
freedom,  the  jail  fees  and  other  legal  expenses  of 
such  apprehension  or  commitment  uialt  be  ch&i^ 
able  upon  the  corporations  of  the  sai^  towns,  or 
county  aforesaid,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  be  col- 
lected  and  paid  over  iu  the  same  manner  as  other 
public  chaises. 

"Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enaeted,  That  so  moeh 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  <An  act  relating  to 
servants  and  slaves,*  and  now  in  force  in  the  county 
of  WosfabigtoD,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  au- 
thorizes the  commitment  and  asleof  free  persons  of 
color,  for  prison  feaa  and  other  charges  of  appro- 
henrion,  upon  soqridcm  of  their  belu  nmawaTSt 
■hall  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby,  lepeued.** 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 


FlODAT,  January  13. 
£evolution<ir]f  Pen$ionert. 
Mr.  WoBTHiNQTON  Submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  Uie  Committee  on  Military  Pen- 
sioDs  be  instructed  to  inqtire  Into  the  expedleney 
of  allowing  to  the  Don-commisrioned  officers,  mo- 
sicians,  and  privates,  who  are  now  on  the  pension 
roll,  in  coDsequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  Rev* 
olutionary  War,  not  amounting  to  a  total  disability, 
the  same  amount  of  pension  as  is  allowed  to  persons 
of  the  aforesaid  ranks  laboring  nnder  ^sabili^  of 
the  highest  d^[reo. 
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Hr,  WoBTBntGTON  Baid,  that,  with  Ute  pennis- 
noa  of  the  House,  be  woold  briefly  state  the 
reasons  which  had  mdnced  him  to  mbmit  the 
resolution  nnder  constderatioD, 

It  will  bo  seen  by  its  phraseology,  said  he, 
that  it  is  confined  exdusively  to  the  non-com- 
miadoned  officers,  moMeians,  and  privates,  who 
were  disabled  by  wonnds  in  the  severe  and  ar- 
dnons  conflict  of  the  ReTolntion,  and  to  snob 
of  them  only  as  are  now  on  the  pensirai  roll. 
The  pensions  allowed  to  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers may  be  sofficient  for  their  decent  support; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  description  of 
persons  embraced  by  the  resolution.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  non-commissooed  officers,  mnsi- 
dana,  and  privates,  laboring  nnder  the  highest 
de^«e  of  disability,  are  allowed  eight  doUars  a 
month,  and  for  disabilities  of  a  less  degree  than 
the  highest,  a  snm  proportionably  less.  Under 
this  provision,  while  some  receive  eight  dollars 
per  month,  others  receive  less,  according  to 
die  degree  of  disaMUty.  How,  the  object  of 
the  resMntloa  is  to  ^nt  than  all  on  an  eauality, 
V  allowiitt  them  eight  dollars  a  montn.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1816,  this 
scale  of  allowance  might  have  been  proper,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  when  old  age  and 
wonnds  combined,  amount  to  a  totsi  disability, 
the  reasons  for  graduating  their  pensions  no 
longer  exist.  Under  the  act  of  1816,  the  War 
Department  does  not  consider  old  age  a  disabil- 
ity; and,  although  a  soldier  may  be  unable  to 
procure  subsistence,  by  manual  labor,  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds  and  old  age  combined,  yet 
he  is  allowed  only  according  to  the  degree  of 
disability  under  which  he  originally  labored  in 
consequence  of  wonnds  alone.  But,  sir,  inde- 
pendent o^these  oalcolatlona,  I  am  impdled  by 
other  eonmderations  to  mete  to  these  war-worn 
soldiers,  these  "  remnants  of  an  age  gone  by," 
the  most  liberal  allowance.  If  any  class  of  mt- 
izems  deserve  the  munificence  of  the  Govern- 
ment more  than  another,  it  is  the  one  we  are ' 
BOW  considering.  It  was  not  for  mercenary 
views,  nor  in  pursuit  of  a  criminal  ambition, 
they  arrayed  themselves  under  the  military 
standard.  Ko,  sir;  it  was  nnder  the  sacred 
banner  of  liberty  and  independence  they  bared 
&eir  bosoms  to  the  fury  of  the  storm.  No, 
sir ;  it  was  in  the  noble  cause  of  liberty  against 
slavery,  of  freemen  against  tynmts,  that  these 
men  of  the  old  Roman  stamp  so  profusely 
poured  out  their  blood,  and  fearlessly  encoun- 
tered snfi^ings  and  dangers  almost  incredible  to 
the  generadou  of  the  present  d^.  These  men, 
who  entered  the  imminent  deadly  breach," 
who  endared  misery  in  all  its  shapes,  are  now 
langnifhing  in  penury,  and  their  subsistence  is 
made  to  depend  upon  an  arithmetical  calcula- 
tion as  to  the  degree  of  disability  under  which 
th^  originally  labored.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed, said  Ifr.  W.,  to  the  extension  of  the 
pension  system,  as  any  member  of  this  House ; 
out  the  resolution  contemplates  an  increase 
only  of  pension  to  the  living  and  m^med  mon- 
muentsof  their  coantry*semanoipatioa;  to  men 


to  whom  you  and  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  all  of  se, 
are  so  deeply  indebted  for  our  civil,  reli^too^ 
and  politicu  liberty — ^in  a  wcffd,  for  all  our 
happmess:  for,  without  these  bkmoiigsi,  the 
world  is  a  great  waste,  where  noogfat  bet 
fiends  and  tempests  howl."  Sir,  it  is  to  these 
men,  laboring  nnder  wounds,  Bcaroe^y  yet  eic*> 
trized,  and  bending  to  the  etoth  nndw  a  mupew- 
inonmboit  weight  <ii  infirmi^  and  yean,  that 
I  woold  oi>ea  the  national  purse,  and  gladdco 
thereby  their  last  days,  by  tiiis  new  evideoea 
of  our  gratitude. 

Hy  resolution  is  emphatically  in  favor  ct  the 
common  soldier,  and  to  him  I  wish  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  be  directed.  I  ba^ 
with  this  view,  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MoCoT  hoped  that,  before  the  Uoose 
took  any  step  to  increase  either  the  niunber  or 
the  amount  of  pensions,  that  they  would  have 
the  whole  case  before  them.  Much  of  the  grad- 
uated pension  to  which  the  resolntion  referred, 
was  drawn  by  persons  in  wealthy  cireamstaa- 
ces,  who  did  not  need  tins  addition  to  tbeir  m- 
oome — and  as  for  those  poorer,  titu  Home  vuj 
be  sure  that  they  would  relinc|idsh  the  gta^ 
ated  pension,  and  accept  the  eight  doUars  per 
montn,  if  they  could  show  that  they  came 
within  the  provision  of  the  law  which  granted 
it  This  entire  subject,  Mr.  McG.  eaid,  had 
been  thoroughly  examined  in  1830,  when  the 
law  amendatory  of  the  first  pennon  law  was 
passed^and  was  then  well  understood. 

Mr.  WobthIngtok  replied,  that  he  had  offered 
the  resolution,  because  those  who  now  reoeiTed 
the  graduated  pension,  had  represented  it  as 
prope^  and  had  applied  to  have  the  law  thos 
altered, 

Mr.  LiTTLi  observed,  that  the  resolntiim  did 
not  emfine  itsdf  to  those  alone  who  wwe  in- 
cluded witidn  tiie  act  of  1818,  but  extended  to 
many  others.  It  included  those  who  had  not 
been  on  the  Oontinentol  establishmentt  as  well 
as  those  who  had.  He  thought  a  distinotioa 
between  these  classes  ought  not  to  be  mad^ 
and  he  should  vote  for  the  restdution. 

The  resfdntion  was  then  ogreed  to  hj  the 
Hoose. 

Pre$ervaiien  of  Uxe-Oak  'Ttmftsr. 

Mr.  Wnm  sabmitted  the  folloiring  rasoltt- 

tion: 

JUaolvedj  That  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  AlUn 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  more  eO^etnal  preservatioa 
of  the  live-oak  Umber  on  the  pabiUs  lands;  aiidfiii>> 

ther,  to  inqiiire  into  the  expediency  of  fomung 
pluntationa  for  the  roaring  of  live-oak  tot  the  future 
supply  of  that  timber  for  the  Kavy  of  the  United 

States. 

Mr.  'Wnrra  said  he  was  induced  to  invite  tbe 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  sntfject,  frtm  a 
conviction  that  it  was  one  of  mnch  more  im- 
portance than  was  generally  imagined.  He 
was  sensible  that  there  were  but  two  ways  by 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
could  protect  itself  agaiut  the  deetntctioa  oi 
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on  that  valuable  timber,  and  the  consequent 
embarrassments  it  would  produce  to  the  nation. 
The  one  was  hj  a  ^>eed7  ai^jnstment  ct  aU  the 
pii\-ate  cUums  denved  frttn  forewn  Gorern- 
mentsin  Z.ouimaiia  uid  Florida,  and  some  more 
eSeotoal  provisions  for  the  preserraUott  of  this 
timber  on  the  pnblio  lands,  after  the  private  is 
separated  from  the  public  lands ;  and  the  other 
is  bj  forming  {Stations  for  the  supply  of  it 
for  future  emergencies  when  that  on  the  pnblio 
domain  shall  be  destroyed.   The  live-oak,  said 
Mr.  W.,  is  believed  only  to  be  found,  at  least 
in  any  quantity,  along  the  sea-coast  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  south  of  latitude  84.   It  is  the  most 
valuable  wood  used  in  ship  building,  being 
nearly  equal  to  the  teak  m  durability  and 
strength,  and  much  superior  in  buoyancy.  For 
timbers  of  ships  of  war,  it  is  universally  admit- 
ted to  be  the  mostvalnable.   The  British  Qov- 
emment  U  so  sNidble  of  this,  that  I  am  credi- 
bly informed,  that  IhBj  have  actually  at  this 
moniHit  agents  engaged  la  the  Southern  States 
and  in  Florida,  in  pnrchaunir  and  shipping  live 
oak  to  England,  cut  to  moulds  in  the  shape  of 
knees,  heart-hooks,  stem-posts,  &c.   Acts  of 
Congress  have  been  repeatedly  passed,  for  the 
preservation  of  this  valuable  wood,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  the  quantity  is  rapidly  dimin- 
ishing, even  in  Florida,  which  appears  to  be  its 
fiiTorite  region.   A  wise  policy,  that  does  not 
confine  its  views  to  the  present  moment,  bnt 
looks  to  the  future,  requires  of  us  not  only  an 
attention  to  the  immediate  and  passing  interests 
of  the  day,  bnt  also  to  lay  the.fonodations  of 
futme  benefits  of  our  country.    An  English 
gentleman,  Evelyn,  is  now  oonddered  one  of 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  English  nation, 
for  having,  a  century  ago,  suggested  and  exe- 
cuted an  extensive  plimtation  of  the  En^i^ 
Navy  oak,  and,  if  rightly  informed,  these  plan- 
tations now  form  a  part  of  tiio  puioanent  pol- 
icy of  that  great  nation. 

The  growth  of  live-oak  is  extremely  rapid ; 
being  an  evergreen,  it  is  scarcely  ever  inter- 
rupted ;  at  twenty-five  years  of  age  it  becomes 
sufficiently  large  for  most  purposes  of  ship 
building.  It  grows  everywhere  in  our  light 
sutdy  soil,  and  all  that  would  be  necessary,  af- 
ter transplanting,  would  be  to  keep  the  fires 
oat  the  tract  selected  for  the  purpose.  That 
this  is  no  vinonary  idea,  I  will  mention  that 
the  suggestion  was  thrown  oat  by  ime  of  the 
most  practical  and  en>erienced  officers  of  our 
^avy,  the  President  of  tbe  Navy  Board,  on  his 
visit  to  Florida,  and  it  will  not  be  thought  triv- 
H  when  it  is  known  that  the  lote  Emperor  of 
Kassia  ordered  his  agent  to  send  him  two  bar- 
reb  of  tlie  live-oak  acorns,  for  the  purpose  of 
Utemptin^  plantations  in  the  southern  part  of 
his  dominjons.  One  hxmdred  acres  would  con- 
**in  two  thoosand  trees,  which  might  be  plants 
M  near  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  The 
1»Q  reserved  at  that  place  for  the  Navy  Yard 
aoonads  with  young  trees,  and  the  ridge  in  ^o 
^  of  the  yard  seems  to  be  peculiarly  adopted 
to  neh  plantations.   As  the  0001^17'  is  now 
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situated,  with  una^usted  titles  covering  large 
bodies  of  land,  some  good,  and  others  vicious, 
those  who  wish  to  cut  the  timber  can  do  so, 
and  plead  a  pretended  title,  which  shields  them 
from  punishment  because  it  is  filed  for  dedsion 
either  before  the  commissioners,  or  is  referred 
by  them  to  Congress,  where  experience,  melan- 
choly experience  proves,  they  are  laid  up  for 
years,  honest  and  dishonest  claims  all  rejected, 
not  by  any  decision,  but  by  delay,  and  a  failure 
to  examine  them.  As  the  subject  has  been  in- 
troduced to  the  consideration  of  Congress  by 
the  President,  and  has  been  referred  to  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses,  we  may  confidently 
hope  that  the  pnblic  faith  of  the  nation  will  be 
redeemed  by  the  confirmation  of  v^id  claims, 
and  that  the  public  dom^n  will  be  ascertained 
by  the  approval  of  the  good,  and  the  prompt 
rejection  of  vicious  and  fraudulent  dtuma, 
niid  when  that  consummation,  most  devonUy 
to  be  wiihed,"  has  been  accomplished,  some 
decisive  and  energetic  measures  can  be  pro- 
posed and  execnted  for  tbe  preservation  of  tho 
public  timber ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  an  ex- 
periment can  be  made  without  expense  on  the 
reserves  for  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  for 
the  plantation  and  cultivation  of  the  live-oak. 

Mr.  I:foiiAM  said  that  he  considered  the  IIouso 
as  indebted  to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  for 
bringing  the  subject  to  its  notice ;  but  he  was 
satistied  that  a  matter  of  so  mnch  importance 
could  not  have  been  neglected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  that  some  measures  had,  doubtless, 
been  token  in  respect  to  it.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

"And,  also,  inform  this  House  whether  any,  and 
If  any,  what,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  pre* 
senration  of  the  ssme.** 

Ur.  Coon  aoreed  in  tbe  importance  of  pre- 
serving  this  valuable  timber;  but  believed  that 
tiiere  was  already  a  law  upon  the  subject ;  and 
it  would  not  be  very  becoming  in  the  House  to 
inquire  of  any  Department  M-hat  was  the  law 
of  the  land  on  this,  or  any  other  subject.  All 
private  individuals  were  supposed,  and  bound, 
to  know  the  law — ^much  more  tho  members  of 
the  Legislature  itselC 

Mr,  In'oham  said,  in  reply,  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  to  mquire  whether  any 
law  existed,  but  what  measures  had  been  taken, 
by  any  authority  whatever,  on  this  subject. 

Kr.  WnrrB  explained.  The  law  does  exist ; 
bnt  it  requires  that  the  timber  districts  to  be 
guarded  must  be  made  known  by  proclamation, 
and  the  lands  he  referred  to  had  not  been  pro- 
claimed. They  were  not  recof^nized  as  public 
lands,  because  there  were  claimants  who  pro- 
fessed to  hold  title  to  them ;  and  tliough  it  was 
probable  that  these  titles  would  turn  out  to  bo 
vicious,  yet,  in  the  meanwhile,  these  claims 

{>revented  the  lands  fVom  being  treated  as  pub- 
ic, and  from  three  to  four  hundred  persons 
were  upon  them,  constantly,  engaged  in  cutting 
the  timber.  "When  questioned,  or  called  to  an 
accoutiti,  they  shielded  themselves  under  their 
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The  resoladoD,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 


HoNDAT,  January  16, 
JPolar  Si^iedition, 

Hr.  WoRTHiNGToiT  Mud,  that  he  wu  request- 
ed to  present  the  memorial  of  &  number  of  re- 
spectable citizens,  inhabiting  the  western  part 
of  HaryUnd.  He  would  state,  in  a  few  words, 
the  objects  of  the  memorialists. 

At  this  enlightened  period,  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  and  Bnssia,  were  poshing  their 
nautical  and  inland  discoveries  in  everj  direc- 
tion, this  nation,  notwithstanding  its  advanta- 
geons  position  on  the  globe,  its  Immense  re- 
fionrcea,  and  the  skill  of  its  seamen,  looked  oa 
with  folded  arms,  and  without  in  the  least  par- 
ticipating in  their  spirited  enterprises.  But 
the  memorialists  invite  particularly,  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  thoron^  e]q»Ioration  of 
our  northwest  coast,  and  to  an  expedition  to 
be  fitted  ont  to  extend  our  knowledge  of  the 
frozen  region  of  the  Antarctic  Circle.  The  first 
of  these  propositions,  Mr.  W.  presnmed,  was 
predicated  on  the  Message  of  the  Pre^dent  at 
the  late  session  of  Congress;  and  the  second, 
on  the  recent  theories  of  Captain  Symmes  and 
others  on  concentric  spheres,  and  the  concavity 
of  the  earth.  The  exploration  of  the  north- 
west coast,  the  memorialists  considered,  said 
Mr.  W.,  an  important  object.  "Whilst  other  na- 
tions are  acquiring  fame  by  their  discoveries, 
and  perpetuating  the  names  of  their  great  men, 
by  calling  the  discovered  countries  uter  them, 
we  conld  boast  of  nothing  in  this  field,  but 
were  indebted  almost  exclusively,  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  own  continent,  to  the  genius  and 
enterprise  of  foreigners.  On  the  second  prop- 
osition, said  Mr.  W.,  the  memorialists,  no  doubt, 
conceived  the  recent  (heory  of  an  aperture  at 
the  poles,  and  the  concavity  of  the  earth,  not 
more  difficult  of  belief  to  the  present  ago,  and 
would  meet  with  less  resistance,  than  Ute  sys- 
tems of  Copernicus  and  others  encountered,  from 
the  bigotry  and  persecotion  of  the  clergy,  and 
the  influence  of  Aristotle  in  the  schools. 

A  polar  basin  is  becoming  familiar  to  the 
learned ;  and  the  same  degree  of  heat  at  the 
poles,  as  at  the  eqaator,  when  the  son  is  at  the 
solstitial  points,  is  an  idea  long  dnee  entertuned. 
It  is  probable  these  facts  have  given  birth  to 
the  recent  theories  I  have  mentioned;  and,  as 
navigators  have  suled  as  far  north  as  eighty- 
two  degrees,  and  some  say,  eighty-fonr,  the 
memorialists  wish  the  expedition  fitted  oat  by 
the  Government,  after  exploring  onr  own  coast, 
to  proceed  to  the  south,  as  no  navigator  has 
been  able  to  penetrate  in  that  direction,  farther 
than,  he  believed,  for  he  spoke  from  recollec- 
tion, seventy-two  degrees.  On  looking  over 
tlie  memorial,  he  said,  he  perceived  the  names 
of  gentlemen  of  great  respectability,  and  of 
conuderable  scientific  attainments,  and  he, 
therefore,  conceived  it  due  to  them,  to  offer 
the  few  observations  he  had  sntonitted. 


The  petition  was  received  and  eommitted. 

Adiim  Zand  Title$  in  Arkaiuaa. 
Ur.  OoHW  AT  oflSered  the  following  ns61» 
tion: 

JUtolMtl,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afifas 
be  instmcted  to  inqolre  Into  the  cxpedieocj  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Choctaw  title  to  lands,  in  the  Vcr- 
ritory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Haim  said,  that  he  did  not  know  that 
he  should  be  willing  to  oppose  a  reaolation  of 
this  character ;  but  a  bill  was  about  to  be  caBed 
np  b^  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiuis,  which 
provided  for  the  gradual  removal  of  the  Indi- 
ans west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  effect  d 
which,  he  thought  the  resolution  calculated  to 
interfere.  If  the  Indiana,  whom  it  is  the  purpose 
of  Government  to  remove  trota  the  eastern  ade 
of  the  river,  shidl  see  that  any  part  of  the  T^ 
ritory  proposed  as  their  abode  on  the  west  ade 
of  it,  are  uready  ahootto  be  add  bjtiie  TTnitcd 
States,  the  ^eet  will  be  to  fix  th«r  d^wmina- 
tion  not  to  remove,  bnt  to  remain  in  th^  pres- 
et settlements.  The  resohition,  he  thoo^it, 
was  calculated  to  occasion  to  the  Ooounittee 
on  Indian  AfiDiirs  trouble  that  was  unneceasaiy. 
Ko  doubt,  it  was  interesting  to  the  people  of 
Arkansas,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lairas  oo 
the  west  of  the  river  should  be  extingnished; 
hat  it  was  the  interest  and  the  wish  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  shoold  be  removed  thither 
— it  ought,  therefore,  to  do  nothing,  and  to 
sanction  nothing,  which  might  have  a  tendm- 
cy  to  fix  the  Indians  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  where  they  believed  their  posaeseaons 
were  secore,  by  rendering  Insecure  the  pros- 
pc<^  of  po^ession  to  the  west  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  ]aj  the  rescduticm  on  the  table, 
hat  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CoNWAT,  who  said  he  had  no  intention 
or  wish  to  prodnoe  the  smallest  embarrassment 
He  knew,  and  the  gentleman  from  Missssipin 
well  knew,  that  there  were  many  white  persons 
who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  question,  be- 
fore they  were  set  apart — and  if  the  Indian  titie 
to  these  lands  could  be  extinguished,  the  land 
can  then  be  sold  without  impediment.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  A^rs 
covered  the  entire  sobject,  and  he  was  desiroBS 
that,  when  that  bill  would  oome  op  far  discos- 
«on  in  Gommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  com- 
mittee might  have  the  whide  aaljeot  in  Us  pos- 
sesnon ;  M  wished  this  as  an  advantue  to  Um 
cause  of  the  bill,  and  not  as  an  impeumoit  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Haiu  insbted  on  the  ground  he  had  be- 
fore taken,  and  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  that  the  res* 
olntitm  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


WmmuDAT,  Janoary  17. 
Tariff  <tf  J>utiei  ^  Woollen  Goods, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Max,labt,  the  House  thca 
mdved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  liniola 
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on  the  state  of  the  TTnion,  Mr.  BtroBAKur  in  the 
chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  "for  the  alteration 
of  the  acts  imposing  dnties  on  imports." 

Ht.  Mallabt  stia  he  vonld  present  a  view 
of  the  snbject,  which  had  been  pressed  upon 
the  oomideration  of  Congress  by  memorials 
from  d^erent  parts  of  the  United  States.  It 
invoWed  the  interests  of  thousands,  and  to  a 
TBst  amonnt.  These  memorialists  were  from 
the  a^cnltural  as  well  aafVom  themann&otnr- 
ing  interests,  representing  their  condition,  and' 
auing  most  earnestly  the  interporidon  of  Gor- 
omnent  In  tiieir  faror.  'WHhont  fhrther  pre- 
faoe,  he  wooW  advance  to  the  sal^ect  In  the 
first  place,  he  would  endeavor  to  ascertdn  the 
interest  depending  npon  the  present  question. 
He  woidd  not  be  minnte  in  details,  vet  would 
explain  the  general  calcnlations  which  have  led 
to  the  result  to  which  he  hod  arrived.  He  had 
no  donbt,  trom  the  information  given  to  the 
committee,  that  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
hi  the  woollen  manufacture,  could  not  be  less 
thw  forty  niilliona  of  dollars.  He  had  taken 
pains  to  obtain,  as  far  as  practicable,  certain 
UKta,  in  preference  to  a  dependence  on  general 
opinions  or  estimates.  ^Phen  particular  facts 
were  obtafaied.  th^  became  data  upon  which  a 
nndt  mid^t  be  {ffodneed  with  araloient  oer? 
t^tt^.  It  appeared,  from  aetaal  examination, 
ttiat,  east  of  tiie  Ooimeotient  Blver,  in  Hassa- 
dmsetts,  excepting  one  or  two  wtablishmeots 
west,  the  capital  actually  invested,  was  upwards 
of  five  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Berkshire 
is  said  to  have  a  million.  It  was  probable  from 
this,  that  the  whole  in  manufactures,  was  at 
least  eight  millions.  From  all  information  that 
could  be  obtained  from  all  other  quarters  of  the 
Union,  the  capital  thns  stated  was  one-fifth  of 
all  the  remainder.  Fortj  millions  might  be 
considered  the  amount  in  the  United  States. 
Gentlemen  can  Judge  for  themselves.  We  can 
thns  arrive  at  snffiownt  certabitj  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes.  This  capital  of  eight  millions 
employs  twelve  thousand  persons,  making  six 
fhnisand  at  Irast  now  engaged  in  the  woollen 
trade  of  the  United  States.  This  la  the  manu- 
&ctnring  interest. 

Next  he  would  present,  in  the  same  manner, 
the  value  of  the  agricultural  interest.  In  the 
first  place,  he  wouM  consider  the  flocks  of  the 
United  States.  Many  had  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  sheep  at  fifteen  millions.  In  1826,  the 
number  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  ascer- 
tamed  to  be  8,496,000.  Now  he  considered 
that  it  might  be  four  millions.  Considering  the 
neat  numbers  in  New  England,  New  Jersejr, 
FttuuylTania,  and  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  he 
might  take  t^e  number  in  New  Tork  as  one- 
fourth;  this  would  give  sixteen  millions  in  the 
United  States.  Gentlemen  could  form  their 
own  estimate.  The  number  mentioned  might 
be  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  sufBcieut  to  an- 
iwer  the  great  object  in  view.  He  considered 
that  ten  millions  were  added  from  the  demands 
of  the  woollen  mannfacturea  by  the  mannfao- 
taringinstitationsof  tbeconnby.  In  eetimating 
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the  value,  it  was  to  be  oonridered  that  the  manu- 
facturer had  been  the  cause  of  adding  to  the  valne 
of  the  flocks  of  the  country.  It  has  been  a  great 
object  among  the  rulers  of  the  most  enlightened 
nations  of  Furope,  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
best  blood  of  that  valuable  race  of  animals.  It 
was  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  most  dis- 
tingpushed  and  intelligent  citizens  of  this  nation. 
We  know  that  immense  pains  have  been  token 
to  improTe  it  here.  The  best  of  the  Saxony 
and  Spanish  breeds  had  been  Introduced,  at 
great  expense,  "by  the  most  patriotic  indiTidnals 
of  this  oonntzy.  Mr.  M.  then  estimated  the 
ten  millions  at  two  dollars  each,  and  considered 
it  a  low  estimate,  if  any  encouragement  existed 
for  the  raw  material.  This  would  make  the 
value  of  flocks  in  the  United  States  dwendent 
upon  the  manufacturer  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
millions  of  dollars. 

By  exact  returns  ft-ora  establishments  having 
5,683,000  dollars  capital,  it  appears  they  con- 
sume 5,986,000  lbs.  of  wool.  40,000,000  dol- 
lars would  require  above  40,000,000  lbs.  of  the 
raw  material.  But  suppose  it  only  80,000,000 
lbs.  ttiis  would,  at  85  cents  per  lb.,  be  above 
10,000,000  dollars.  Next,  Mr.  M.  estimated 
the  landed  interest  devoted  to  the  use  of  flocks 
in  the  United  States,  dependent  on  the  manu- 
foctnrer.  He  allowed  four  to  the  acre.  This 
wonld  require  2,500,000 :  at  eight  dollars  per 
acre,  this  would  be  20,000,000  dollars.  He  had 
taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  value  of  land  in 
different  States,  thus  used.  Taking  New  Eng- 
land, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  the  valne  he  had  estimated  not  too 
high.  Gentlemen  could  correct  him  if  in  error. 
The  result  was,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
had  at  least  40,000,000  dollars  involved  in  the 
question  of  protecting  the  domestic  manufactur- 
ing interest.  The  capital  of  both  interests,  then, 
amounted  to  80,000,000  dollars. 

Ur.  H.  said  he  would  next  advert  to  the  »&- 
'rantages  of  wool-growing  to  this  country.  It 
gave  a  v^ue  to  hills  and  mountains :  remote 
sections  of  the  nation,  now  removed  from  navi- 
gable rivers  and  good  roads,  would  be  rendered 
valuable.  Nothing  else  could  he  produced  that 
wonld  pay  transportation  to  market.  No  arti- 
cle comd  be  produced  so  valuable  as  wool,  in 
proportion  to  its  weight.  Tliose  portions  of 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  West  Vir^nla,  which  are  of  little  value  for 
grain,  would  become  profitable — valuable,  could 
this  great  staple  have  a  market.  Some  of  tho 
best  flocks  in  the  United  States  are  in  Western 
Virginia.  It  has  already  found  its  way  to  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  fonnd  a  valuable  market. 

As  it  revards  the  other  great  employments 
of  the  nation,  it  does  not  interfere.  All  our 
markets  are  now  filled  to  overflowing  with  agri- 
cultural products.  So  much  of  capital  as  has 
been  stated,  is  added  to  the  landed  interest. 
So  mnch  for  that  great  interest  immediately 
dependent  for  its  princ^  value  on  manufSne- 
turesl 

Allow  me  now,  said  Mr.  Matj.abt,  to  show 
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how  much  other  branches  ct  affrictiltnre  are 
interested.  He  asked  the  candid  attention  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Soathem  States 
~lie  would  ask  the  farmers  in  the  House,  to 
notice  the  statementa  be  waa  about  to  make — 
he  thought  it  descrt'ing  of  connderation,  how- 
ever gentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  conolneion 
which  he  might  draw.  It  is  ascert^ned,  as  one 
fact,  that,  in  one  manofactoiy,  where  260  persons 
are  etfiployed,  above  800  barrels  of  flour  were 
consumed  in  the  year  1826.  This  was  obtained 
from  New  York,  and  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  in- 
termediate ports.  Again ;  There  were  imported 
into  Boston  in  1828,281,000  barrels;  of  this, 
72,177  were  exported,  leaving  200,704  for  con- 
sumption. l£r.  H.  s^d  he  nad  taken  mnch 
pains  to  ascertain  the  qnantity  imported  into 
other  ports  of  New  England.  GenUemen  well 
informed,  those  concerned  in  the  trade,  had  es- 
timated that  the  quantity  imported  into  Uaine, 
"Sevr  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
could  not  be  less  than  three  times  more  than 
was  imported  into  Boston.  Providence  B£ford- 
ed  a  vast  market.  A  great  amount  ascended 
tlie  Connecticut  River,  into  the  centre  of  Massa- 
elmsctts.  Afr.  M.  said  he  had  estimated  that 
twice  as  much  was  imported  into  all  the  re- 
niainilcr  of  Now  England  as  was  into  Boston. 
This  would  give  629,000  barrels  for  domestic 
use  in  that  section  of  the  Union.  Gentlemen 
will  decide  whether  this  estimate  la  over-rated. 
The  valne  at  $5  60  per  barrel,  amounts  to 
8,480,000  dollars.  Mr.  M.  said  he  requested 
gentlemen  to  notice  from  whence  this  supply 
was  derived.  He  then  produced  a  statement, 
fh>m  whence  it  appeared  that  119,202  barrels 
were  received  from  Baltimore,  91,000  from 
Virginia.  This  he  asked  gentlemen  to  notice. 
The  remainder  was  from  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  rest  of  the  coast.  Deducting  the 
average  omount  from  Boston,  would  leave  71,000 
barrels  of  Virginia  flour  for  New  England,  now 
imported  into  the  single  port  of  Boston.  If 
this  is  one-third,  New  England  consumes  of 
Vir^nia  flour  218^000  barrels — ^worth  over  a 
million  <^  dollars^  These  are  facts  well  worthy 
of  consideration  by  the  farmers  of  Virj^ia. 
'How  was  this  amount  oi  agricnltnral  produce 
obtained?  By  what  means  was  paj-ment 
made  ?  He  said  he  would  leave  the  answer  to 
be  made  by  every  gentleman  for  himself. 

Again ;  There  was  imported  into  Boston,  in 
the  month  of  December  last,  80,000  bushels  of 
com  from  the  Sonthem  and  Middle  States.  In 
proi)ortion  to  the  estimate  for  floor,  the  amount 
would  be  almost  beyond  relief.  Gentlemen, 
from  the  facts  stated,  will  make  their  own  de- 
ductions. Now,  smd  Mr.  M.,  examine  the  ex- 
ports of  flour  to  Europe.  They  will  be  found 
not  to  exceed,  in  1826,  66,676  barrels.  New 
England  consumes,  as  we  have  seen,  629,000. 
We  exported,  in  1825,  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
818,000,  and  in  1826,  853,000  barrels.  Again : 
In  1 825,  we  exported  to  the  British  West  Imtles, 
114,000  bhis.;  to  Cnba,  109,000;  and  to  Brazil, 
124,000.  These  fbreign  exportatifnu  we  oon- 
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ndered  as  of  wonderflU  importsnoe,.  V«  send 
now  and  then  a  cargo  of  floor  to  Yalpttndio 
and  Uma.   The  arrival — the  price— high  or 

low,  is  reported  through  the  nation^  as  if  its 
fate  was  involved.  Bat  the  steady,  sUeot,  Td- 
uable  market  of  New  England,  attracts  no  pab- 
lic  attention.  Annihilate  this  great  market^ 
said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  immense  qnantity  there 
consumed,  to  the  quantity  which  would  be  left, 
lot  the  effects  which  wonld  certainly  follow,  be 
experienced  by  the  farmer  <ft  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  it  would  seem  that  c<mvictioa  most 
take  place,  that  the  New  England  maHcet  was 
of  immense  advantage.  Destroy  the  mannfic- 
tnring  interest,  and  oonviotioa  of  tliia  wcnld 
press  on  the  fanner  with  Inesistible  fane.  Tbn 
means  of  the  North  to  purchase  wonld  at  onoa 
cease,  and  the  people  would  provide  for  tbm- 
selvce  in  a  different  way. 

Allow  me  to  make  a  remark  u  ^ifAoalde  to 
our  own  policy.  We  have,  on  one  oeeadon, 
at  least,  been  carried  away  by  these  doetrinesei 
free  trade.  We  have  held  out  |»x>ffer8  of  red- 
procity  in  trade  and  navigation:  Whyf  The 
world  knows.  We  have  atttined  that  skill  u 
navigation,  that  we  can  meet  any  nation  on  the 
ocean.  We  now  very  boldly  offey  reciprocity. 
This  is  brought  too  often  to  bear  on  other  in- 
terests. Why  do  we  offer  reciprocity  in  navi- 
gation? Because  we  are  eonfi^t  that  we  can 
snccessAiny  meet  any  other  nation.  But  sop- 
pose  the  navigation  of  other  nationa  was  crowo- 
ing  oar  ports — that  onr  ships  were  useless  in 
our  harbors — should  we  then  be  so  warm  advo- 
cates  of  reciprocity  in  navigation  f  Why  not, 
on  the  present  emergency,  dlow  British  ships 
to  bring  from  England  here,  pass  on  to  the 
Weet  Indies,  return  with  cargoes,  and  then  re- 
turn to  England  again?  It  may  be  cheaper? 
My  answer  is  ready.  I  would  protect  oor  nav- 
igation, l)ecanse  a  forei^  rival  has  attempted 
to  arrest  its  prosperity.  The  interest  and  repu- 
tatioQ  of  our  country  demands'  it  The  same 
protection  should  be  equally  afforded  to  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation.  Tl^  is  Ute  suae 
reason  that  protection  sbonld  be  given  to  the 
febric  yon  wear,  as  to  the  vwsel  that  is  used  to 
bring  to  ns  the  articles  of  nse.  Then,  nr,  said 
Mr.  M.,  let  us  protect  all  the  great  interests  ti 
the  country  tbat  promote  our  indepeodmce^ 
our  safety,  our  prosperity — ^navigation,  com- 
merce, manufactures,  and  agriculture. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  Mr,  M.  said  he 
wonld  present  a  few  remarks,  as  to  the  partic- 
ular provisions  of  the  bill.  It  was  believed  it 
would  give  additional  security  to  the  manufac- 
turer, and  be  perfectly  compatible  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation. 

The  flrst  minimum  in  the  bill  is  placed  at 
forty  cents  the  square  yard.  On  narrow  dothi^ 
which  cost  thirty  cents  the  itmning  yard,  a  dt^ 
is  now  levied  of  7^  cents.  A  square  yard,  at 
the  same  rate,  10  cents.  At  a  minimum  forty 
cents  the  square  yard,  this  will  be  18^  cents; 
tiie  difference  about  on  the  square  yard.  It 
is  thought  this  cakwlanon  is  oorreot.  Gentle- 
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men  will  examine  for  themselves.  Flannels,  at 
twenty<five  cents  per  mnning  yard  at  present, 
pay  a  duty  of  Sf*,-  cents.  Square  yard  18-^,^ 
cents.  Difference,  2^^  cents.  Whatever  may 
be  the  extra  cost,  we  may  be  well  ossared  that 
the  manafactnring  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try are  now  Koayy  in  the  shortest  period,  to 
sapply  the  market 

Narrow  cloths,  costing  ahont  |1  76,  will 
eome  under  the  operation  of  the  minim  am  of 
60.  It  will  operate  as  the  price  descends. 
The  eflfect  will  be  a  heavy  daty  on  the  lowest. 
Kot  a  greater  dnty,  however,  than  was  imposed 
on  cottons,  with  reference  to  the  average  price 
of  the  fiabrio.  On  this  point,  Mr.  H.  sdd  be 
was  not  precise.  It  embraced  a  fabric  that  conld 
he  at  once  prodnced.  The  raw  material  on 
hand;  machinery  idle;  activity  infosed  into 
that  now  in  operation;  would  soon  fill  the 
market  at  the  lowest  ^rioe,  if  the  manufacturer 
be  sore  thc^  the  foreigner  would  not  inundate 
the  market,  under  the  influence  of  the  *'  tac- 
tics of  the  foreign  trade.  Feeling  confident 
that  sooh  woold  be  the  result,  he  was  decidedly 
and  finnly  of  the  opinion  that  the  provi^on 
would  be  beneflciEiI  to  the  country. 

The  minimum  of  fonr  dollars  would  reach 
another  class  equally  entitled  to  protection,  and 
could  be  produced  and  afforded  at  fair  and  rea- 
sonable rates.  The  duty  would  be  applied  as 
far  as  it  reached,  and  it  was  thought  it  would 
make  a  proper  average  as  far  as  regarded  the 
fabric  in  general.  As  fsr  as  the  hill  went,  it 
would  tend  to  ^ve  stability  to  the  manufac- 
ture, prevent,  in  a  good  degree,  the  frauds  now 
I^tised,  and,  above  all,  give  a  solid  protec- 
tion. It  was  true,  precirion  could  not  be  at- 
tuned, but  no  danger  oould  be  apprehended. 
As  It  regarded  the  adffitional  and  progressive 
duty  on  wool,  Ur.  U.  observed  that  it  m^t  be 
oomodered  as  in  violation  of  the  maxim  that  a 
raw  material  ought  not  to  be  taxed  by  a  manu- 
faoturing  nation.  England,  it  was  true,  had 
reduced  the  duty  of  sixpence  sterling  per  pound, 
to  one  penny.  But  we  must  bear  in  mind,  with 
that  dnty  she  imported  wool  to  a  great  amount. 
In  1821,  16,605,000  lbs.  weight. 

1822,  19,068.000  " 

1828,  19,866,000  *' 

1824,  22,568,000  " 

It  is  evident  that  England  cannot  produce 
the  quantity,  nor  can  she  the  quality  of  wool 
demanded  by  her  manufacturers.  It  may  also 
be  remarked  that  she  commands  the  ocean. 
She  is  secure  of  snpp!k.  The  United  States  ore 
differently  placed.  They  can  supply  the  raw 
mterial  to  any  extent  The  beat  wool  can  bo 
grown.  The  safety  of  the  manufacturer  re* 
inires  that  the  raw  material  should  be  produced 
Bt  home.  In  case  of  war  or  hostile  policy,  her 
dependence  on  a  foreign  supply  would  at  once 
be  her  ruin.  To  produce  it  at  home,  as  was 
before  remarked,  is  so  much  addition  to  the 
vslue  of  the  fanning  interest  And  no  detriment 
In  any  other.  The  supply  can  be,  will  be,  Air- 
abbed.  By  adding  to  the  duty,  the  fiffiner  will 
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have  confidence  in  the  market  wilt  fear  no  hos- 
tile attempts  from  abroad,  and  will  rapidly  add 
to  his  flocks. 

As  to  the  last  section  which  provides  for  a 
duty  on  wool  imported  on  the  skin,  Ifr.  M. 
sud  that  such  wool  had  been  admitted  free  of 
charge.  Such  a  permission  was  not  intended 
by  any  laws.  It  nad  been  done.  Difference 
of  opinion  had  existed  on  the  subject ;  it  seem- 
ed to  be  proper  that  a  provision  for  impoung  a 
duty  should  t>e  made. 

Mr.  Oaicbkelbko  s^  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Kaixabt,)  but  that  he  rose  merely  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise.  When  the  proper  time  ar- 
rived for  vindicating  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
he  trusted  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that 
they  were  of  Am&riean,  and  not  of  BritUh  on- 
gin— that  they  were  beet  suited  to  our  condi- 
tion and  institutions — and  that  we  treated 
British  principles  as  we  did  British  manufao- 
tures :  we  adopted  them  when  it  was  for  our 
iuterest  to  do  so,  and  we  r^ected  them  when 
it  was  not  In  moving  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  it  was  not  with  any  view  of  addressing  the 
committee  to-morrow ;  it  was,  that,  when  the 
motion  should  be  agun  made  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  this  bill,  the 
House  should  refuse  at  least  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  tiU  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  in- 
forming themselves  as  to  the  biie  character  of 
the  bill — ^he  should  be  more  gratified,  if  the 
House  should  refuse  to  do  so  altt^ether, 

Mr,  0.  stud  he  would  now  merely  state  the 
reasons  why  he  was  unwilling  this  morning  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  this  bill  into  consid- 
eration. He  conortved  the  bill  to  be  of  the 
highest  importanoe — ^it  was  oertunljr  one  (tf  the 
most  important  measures,  in  relation  to  our 
tariff  tiiat  had  ever  been  proposed.  It  was  r^ 
ported  on  the  10th  instant — sprinted  but  fonr 
days  since,  without  any  report  whatever,  and 
it  proposed  sulratantially,  to  prohibit,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  mass  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures. Yet  notwithstanding  its  importance, 
and  this  rc^id  progress  of  tiae  bill,  the  Cbmr- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  had 
deemed  it  proper  to  call  our  attention  to  this 
important  measure,  when  the  members  (with 
the  exception  of  the  committee  to  which  he 
belonged)  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the  effect 
of  the  bill— and  before  there  had  been  time  to 
receive  any  information  of  its  practical  opera* 
tion  even  from  the  Olty  Kew  Ywk.  He 
confessed  himself  ignorant  of  the  eflbct  of  the 
bill  in  det^,  and  had  h(H>ed  that  the  ch^rman 
of  the  oommittee  would  have  given  that  precise 
information  which  was  required,  in  proposing  so 
important  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  had  given  us  much  valuable 
information.  He  had  told  us  how  many  sheep 
we  had  in  the  country,  and  how  many  millions 
we  had  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
lens; how  much  we  had  exported,  and  how 
modi  ve  had  iiDp<ffted;  what  the  Chancellor 
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of  the  Exchequer  had  stud,  &o.,  &o.  He 
thanked  the  ^ntlemaa  for  his  able  speech,  and 
Taloable  statistioal  information;  but,  with  all 
deference  to  the  gentleman  from  VermoDt,  he 
had  not  pyea  ns  the  very  infonnatioa  Thich 
We  most  wanted — he  had  not  toached  the  Terj 

Eoint  abont  which  we  wished  to  be  informed — 
e  had  not  told  ns  how  much  it  was  proposed 
to  iQcrease  the  duty  on  woollen  manafactures. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  pretend  thoroughly  to 
understand  the  proviaiona  of  the  bill,  but  he 
would  coll  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
one  part  of  it.  [Mr.  C.  here  read  from  the 
bill,  part  of  a  section,  which  provided,  that  all 
woollens  of  over  forty  cents,  and  under  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  value  in  the  foreign 
country,  should  be  deemed  to  have  cost  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  ap<»i  which  valuation 
the  duty  shonld  be  chai^Bed.}  The  effect  of 
this  providon  would  be  to  multiply  the  da^ 
every  time  the  value  was  multiplied ;  and  an 
artide  of  the  value  of  forty-one  cents  the 
square  yard,  being  valned  at  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  would  pay  six  times  the  du^  of 
tliirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  ad  tah- 
rem:  in  short,  under  this  disguite,  it  would  be 
choired  with  a  duty  of  two  hundred  per  cent, 
^e  gentleman  from  Vermont  might,  perhaps, 
nnder&tand  this  provision  of  the  bill ;  but  ne 
believed  very  few  members  were  aware  that 
nnder  it  almost  the  entire  mass  of  woollen 
manofactures  consumed  in  the  country  would 
be  prohibited — absolutely  prohibited.  It  would 
not  tonoh  niaimfactnrcs  of  a  fine  quality ;  but 
it  would  tonch  that  large  amount  of  woollen 
manofactures  consumed  by  the  laborers,  the 
mechouics,  the  farmers,  and  the  mariners  of  the 
country — ^nay,  by  the  ^reat  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  m  every  section  of  the 
country— except,  indeed,  those  60,000  or  70,000 
persons,  who,  by  the  account  of  tne  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  were  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  woollens.  The  bill  would  £b11  heavily 
upon  the  consumers  of  woollens  throughout 
the  United  States. 

It  wos  not,  however,  Mr.  0.  said,  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill.  He 
was  merely  stating  a  few  reasons  why  it  was 
not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  consider  this 
question.  It  was  not  a  time  to  tamper  with 
onr  tariff  when  our  revenue  was  declining. 
Bendes,  gentlemen  must  be  perfectiy  aware 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  touch  this  snb- 
ject  without  reviving  the  whole  question  of 
our  tariff.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  we 
riionld  be  called  upon  to  pass  this  prohibitory 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  woollen  manufacturers 
of  New  England,  without  calling  forth  ap- 
plications, equally  well-founded,  from  other 
branches  of  mdustry  in  other  quarters  of  the 
country.  There  would  be  quite  as  much  rea- 
son for  Pennsylvania  to  ask  for  on  increase  of 
the  duty  on  bar  iron ;  and  were  he  a  Represent- 
ative from  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  principle  of 
"  reciprocity  of  injuries  " — ^if  this  prohibition 
of  wooUras  were  perdated  in  1^  New  Eogland, 
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he  would  propose  doubling  the  duty  on  bar 
iron — there  was  full  as  much  reason,  if  then 
was  any  at  all  in  either,  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other  proposition.  Gentiemen  most  be  also 
aware,  that,  if  this  question  was  once  opened, 
we  should  go  from  one  article  to  another,  is 
we  did  on  a  former  occasion;  from  woolks 
manufactures  to  bar  iron;  ftxm  bar  irtn  to 
cotton  baling;  and  as  we  were  then,  we 
should  be  again,  three  weeks,  as  it  was  said  by 
a  genUeman  on  that  occaMon,  travelling  frtan 
Dundee  to  Inverness,  and  from  Inverness  to 
Dundee.  He  thought  we  had  had  quite  enon^ 
of  that,  and  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  revive 
the  question. 

In  short,  said  Mr.  0.,  the  question  is  anqily 
this: — Our  woollm  manufacturers  find  than* 
selves  in  a  paralyzed  condition,  with  a  Urt^ 
stock  of  their  mann&ctures  on  hand.  Tlui 
branch  of  indostry  is  predsely  in  the  sane 
condition  that  we  find,  and  shall  always  find, 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  the  comdiy, 
a^r  a  reaction  of  trade.  It  is  not  <nilj  the 
condition  of  the  woollen  mannftotnrer,  and  of 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  our  country, 
but  of  every  branch  of  industry,  at  tliis  mo- 
ment, in  every  country  of  tho  conunercial 
world.  Our  woollen  manufacturers  have  in- 
creased the  capital  employed  in  their  budness 
from  10,  as  they  themselves  say,  to  60  millions 
— they  have  speculated  loi^Iy  and  unwisely; 
and  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  find  themselves 
with  an  inomense  stock  of  woollen  manofac- 
tures on  their  handa,  which,  nnder  the  shield 
of  a  monopoly^  under  this  general  pit^iibitiat 
they  now  ask  for,  they  would  have  an  oroortn- 
nity  to  ^!|>oee  of  without  loss  to  them,  l)at  at 
the  expense  of  their  country.  Is  not  every 
branch  of  industry  in  our  country  in  the  same 
paralyzed  state  t  Might  not  the  representa- 
tives of  every  branch  of  industry  inake  the 
same  statement  as  to  its  prostrated  oMiditionf 
Might  not  the  representatives  of  the  agricultu- 
ral portion  of  onr  country,  tell  yon  that  the 
farmer  has  one,  perhaps  two,  crops  of  wheat 
on  his  hands  unsold,  and  solicit  our  aid  to  re- 
lieve him  from  the  losses  arising  from  a  stag- 
nation of  trade  t  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  rose  not 
to  eogwe  generally  m  the  debate.  If  the 
House  uould  determine  soiondy  to  eonsider 
this  question,  with  a  decUning  revenue^  and  at 
this  sesdon,  he  should  be  prepared  to  vindicate 
the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he  had 
always  advocated.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be 
considered  at  all.  But,  at  all  events,  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  at  least  give  the  House  tmie 
enough  to  understand  a  bill  which  proposed  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  woollens  generally. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  now  ris& 

The  motion  prevdied,  and  the  committee 
rose  accordingly. 


I^VBBDAT,  Jannaxy  18. 
The  Sedition  law. 
Ur.  Bjuii£XOir,  who  had  yesterday  made  an 
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muneoesaftil  attempt  to  have  the  resolatioiu 
considerod  which  he  had  offered  on  the  2d 
Janoary,  and  who  had  then  given  noUce  that 
he  wo^d  call  them  ap  again  this  morning,  and 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaestion  of 
coQsideratioii,  called  them  np  accordingly.  The 
resolutions  were  read,  in  the  following  words : 

"Whereas  a  law  commonly  known  by  the  name 
<rf  the  Sedition  Lftw,  was  pused  Congresi,  in 
which  in  its  principles  was  a  violatioa  of  tbe 
Cktastitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  its  enact- 
ments an  invadon  of  the  liberty  of  the  wess:  Andf 
whereas  divers  persons  were  Indieted,  convfcted* 
and  Buffered  In  pecuniary  penalties  nnder  this  law — 

'*B«it  r—otved,  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the 
character  of  the  OoTcnuuent  of  the  United  States 
to  have  ita  Treasury  enriched  with  the  fiiiits  of  a  . 
Tiolation  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  its  constitation. 

"A  il  tkerefort  rttolted,  That  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  ICeans  b«  (Urected  to  report  a  bill  to  this 
Hoose,  which  shall  make  amfde  providon  for  re- 
fon^ng,  with  tawM  interest,  to  ail  persons  who  may 
have  sofibred  in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  sMd 
law,  of  July  14, 1798,  commonly  caDed  the  Sedition 
Law,  but  entitled  *  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  panisbment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,*  the  amounts  which  they  may  have  paid  to 
tbe  respective  marshals  of  the  district  courts  em- 
powered to  levy  and  receive  tbe  said  fines ;  and,  In 
case  of  tbe  death,  or  absence  from  tbe  United  States, 
of  any  of  the  said  parties,  then  to  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be 
duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same." 

Tbe  question  on  consideration  was  irat  by 
the  Chair,  and  was  dedded  by  yeas  ana  nays, 

?ato8o. 

So  the  House  refined  now  to  oondder  Ihe 
nsolatKuu. 

Snjj^ren  9y  S%pe  at  AUatmifitL. 

HmB  mored  the  fi^wing  J(^t  reso- 
inUtm,  Tu: 

Sttehed^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresent- 
itives.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars,  be,  and  tiie  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money,  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, in  the  Treasury,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  to  pui^ 
chase  food,  elotiiing,  and  other  articles  of  indiqiensa- 
ble  neecfldty,  for  the  reHef  of  the  unfortunate  suSer- 
ns  by  the  destmetive  fire  at  Alexandria. 

ICr.  K.  acud  that  it  was  known  to  all  the 
House  that  the  City  of  Alexandria  was  at  this 
moment  baming,  and  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it  woud,  from  appearance,  be  oon- 
nuned.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  desolation 
no  could  not  now  know ;  bat  it  was  bat  too 
wrtua  that  there  most  be,  ere  night,  many 
booseless  and  homeless  liunilles,  whose  situa- 
^n  required  immediate  relieC  He  had,  there- 
fore, introduced  the  resolution  with  a  view  to 
meet  their  distresnng  condition  as  speedy  as 
poesiWe. 

Ur.  DwTonr  suggested  to  the  honorable 
mover,  whether  it  woald  not  be  better  to  with- 
wiw  the  resolution  for  the  present,  until  the 
•xtvkt  of  the  i^jory  should  be  more  AiUy  »• 


[H.  or  lb 

certained.  The  Hoose,  when  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts,  oonld  better  ^portion 
their  relief  to  the  ease. 

Kr.  MiNSE  declined  complying  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  hiv  friend  from  Ha^achosetts,  and 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolution. 

Kr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  not  press  the  second  reading,  but 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution.  It 
was  certainly  premature,  and  tibe  mode  of 
making  the  impropriation  ol^ioctionable. 

The  Chair  suggested,  that  this  mode  of  ap- 
propriation was  very  unnsnal — ^bat  wotdd  onur 
the  second  reading,  if  the  gentleman  hisisted. 

Mr.  IfotBB  now  consented  that  the  resolution 
should  lie  on  the  table. 


FkiDAT,  Jannary  19. 

Sufferer*  at  Alexandria. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Ur.  Minsk,  propos- 
ing to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  for  the  purchase  of  necessa- 
ries for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria destituted '  by  the  fire  of  yesterday, 
ooming  ap  for  oondderation — 

Ur.  jfotsB  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Distriot  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Ur.  UrroHxix,  of  TennMsee,  moved  to  titee 
the  resolution  by  Mriking  out  ten  (thousand) 
and  inserting  fifteen. 

The  Chair  pnmoonced  the  motion  not  now 
in  order. 

Hr.  Stktxnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  inqnlred  of 
the  Chair  whether,  shotdd  tbe  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Conunlttee  on  the  District,  they 
would  be  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  as  he  thou^t  the  siun  of  $10,000  too 
small,  and  also  thought  the  money  ought  to  be 
placed  under  the  contnd  of  tiie  l^ror  of  Alex- 
andria, rather  thu  the  President  of  the  ITidted 
States. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  committee 
would  not  be  so  restricted,  but  might  report  a 
bill  in  Booh  fiwm  as  they  Judged  most  expe* 

dient. 

Mr.  CAUBBSLxiTa  so^ested  tbe  necessity  of 
promptitnde  in  whatever  was  done — and  a^ed 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  at  once  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Cauur  decided  that  tlds  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Ur.  Powell  (Chmnnan  of  tbe  Committee  on 
the  District)  siud,  that  If  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  they  should  report  a 
bill  in  blank,  leaving  the  snm  to  be  inserted  by 
the  House. 

Ur.  UiHXB  stated  that  he  had  had  a  conver- 
sation with  gentlemen  of  the  House  on  the 
sul^ect,  and  aad  proposed  the  present  ooorse  in 
consequence  of  that  c<mversation. 

Mr.  CAMBBBLBsa  ssid  he  had  just  under- 
stood, from  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Dbtriot^  that  if  the  solgeGt  was  referred  to 
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them,  they  were  prepared  to  report  a  bill  this 
day. 

Mr.  Buboes  bu4  was  as  willing  to  grant 
the  relief  proposed  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
Ilidl,  and  he  had  no  doubts  on  tty  constitution- 
ality of  the  act  This  impreanon,  however, 
TMted  solely  on  the  fact,  uiat  the  city  to  be 
relieved  was  within  the  District,  over  which 
Congress  had  ezdnsive  Jurisdiction.  Without 
the  limits  of  that  District,  he  should  not  view 
sncfa  a  relief  as  constitutional :  and  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  he  was  in  favor  of  referring 
the  resolution  to  that  committee  of  the  House 
which  has  peculiar  charge  of  matters  relating 
to  that  District  alone. 

The  question  of  reference  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

Mr.  BmcoES  then  moved  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House.  The  motion  was  negatived,  (as  not  be- 
ing necessary.)   And,  immediately, 

Mr.  PowELr,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District,  reported  the  following  bill : 

*'Be  it  enacted,  Ac.  That  the  sum  of  ■  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  In  the  Imasary,  not  ouiervise  ap- 
propriated, for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  safferers  by 
the  destructive  fire  in  the  City  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  distributed  under  the  di- 
rectioa  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Alexandria,  for  the  imtnediate  relief  of  soch 
class  of  suiferers,  and  for  no  other  purpose." 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  made  the  order 
<rf  the  day  for  this  day. 

After  disposing  of  some  other  business — 

Hr.  Powell  moved  that  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  which  precede  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  he  post- 
poned, and  that  that  bill  he  now  otmsidered. 

The  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  E^NDLaT,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chair,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  PowBu,  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  letter 
from  William  Stabler,  an  inhabitant  of  Alexan- 
dria, (for  whose  respectability  and  truth  Mr. 
P.  pledged  himself  to  the  House,)  giving  a  suc- 
cinct statement  of  the  extent  of  loss  suffered 
from  the  conflagration,  and  the  amount  that 
wonld  be  required  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of 
tiiose  who  had  lost  their  homes.  This  letter 
stated  the  number  of  houses  destroyed  at  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy,  and  the  sum  needed 
by  the  indict  portion  of  tiie  sufferers,  for 
their  immediate  relief,  by  food  and  dothhig,  at 
$30,000. 

Mr,  P.  said  that  he  had  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  awf^l  desolation,  but  would  not  attempt 
a  description,  to  which  be  felt  inadequate. 
One  thing  was  evident  to  all  who  knew  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  the  loss  had  fallen 

firiocipally  upon  that  class  of  persons  whose 
ittle  all  consisted  in  the  implements  of  their 
trades,  and  in  their  personal  industry.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  malce  op  to  any 
the  losses  they  hod  sustained,  but  merely  to 
relieve  personal  distress  and  sufforiiig.  He 


[Jamoamt,  usr. 

then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  loll  with 
$20,000. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buboes  said,  that,  in  order  to  render  'A 
evident  to  all,  that  this  appropriation  was  made 
only  because  the  city  distressed  h^  witliin  the 
District,  he  wotdd  move  to  prefix  to  the  tail 
the  following  preamble : 

"  Where ta,  by  the  original  providons  of  the  Coo- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  tbe  cession  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  them,  in  virtoe  therec^ 
this  Congress  is  vested  with  the  aale  and  eotin 
legislative  power  in  and  over  said  District;  sad 
whereas  it  is  competent  to,  and  the  duty  of^  all  sot- 
ereign  states,  holding  and  exercising  such  power,  ia 
all  cases  of  sudden,  great,  and  unavoidable  calam- 
ities, to  reUeve,  by  legislative  acts,  tbe  peoj^e  Boffn^ 
ing  under  such  calamities;  and  whereas,  on  tbe 
18th  day  of  Jaananr  histant,  a  great  and  extensiTa 
flre  did  break  ont  in  tbe  city  of  Alexandria,  w&Ua 
said  IMstrict,  and  destroyed  a  great  part  thereof 
thereby  devastating  tbe  property  of  the  t^xileDt, 
consuming  the  means  of  tbe  less  wealthy,  and 
denly,  in  this  inclement  season  of  tbe  year,  depriv- 
ing many  of  shelter  and  subdstence :  llierefore,  fie 
it  enacted,**  &c 

Mr.  Powell  observed  that  it  was,  if  in 
order,  at  least  very  unusual  to  admit  a  pream- 
ble to  any  bill  pa^ed  by  this  House ;  and,  in 
the  present  case,  he  could  see  no  necesaty  for 
it,  because  the  bill  itself  expressly  stated  that 
it  was  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Alexandria, 
"in  the  District  of  Columbia."  These  last 
words  had  been  introduced  for  the  very  end 
proposed  by  the  eentlcman^s  preamble.  The 
bill  could  not,  in  this  form,  be  urged  as  a  pre- 
cedent for  grants  out  of  the  District,  and  be 
therefore  hoped  the  motion  for  a  preamble 
vonld  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Bttbobs  said  he  was  ftilly  satisfied,  not 
only  that  the  Honse  had  power  under  the  con- 
stitution, but,  that  they  were  in  duty  bound  to 
pass  tbe  bill.  But  he  was  desirous  it  should 
appear,  not  merely  that  this  was  done  for  a 
city  "in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  but  be- 
cause that  city  was  within  the  District,  so  that 
sufferers  might  not  be  coming  to  this  House  for 
relief  whenever  any  colamity  happened  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  Ho  well  knew  it  was  not 
usual  to  introduce  preambles  to  bills ;  but  this 
was  an  anosaal  case,  and  it  might  be  proper  to 
mark  it  as  such.  If  the  House  shall  pass  the 
bill,  it  will  have  setUed  the  conetitulaonal  ques- 
tion, and  it  will  be  proper  that  a  preeraUa 
should  explun  tbe  rea8<ai  of  the  act  how- 
ever, in  the  opinion  ot  the  friends  m  thb 
measure,  the  proposal  of  a  preamble  will  opo"- 
ate  to  erobairass  the  bill,  ne  was  willing  to 
withdraw  it 

Some  dissent  being  expressed,  Mr.  Bce«b 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  HBRmoK,  of  Maine,  said,  as  be  intended 
to  occnpy  tbe  floor  but  a  few  minutes,  be  sup- 
posed that,  in  accordance  with  common  prac- 
tice, be  nnist  ccHmine  « littte  time  in  annoano- 
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ing  to  the  Hoose,  "  I  do  not  rise  to  make  a 
speech." 

I  oert^nly,  sfud  he,  have  a  hi^h  respect  for 
the  philanthropic  motives  on  which  this  bill  is 
fonnded,  and  hare  not  come  to  a  detennination 
to  vote  against  it  My  sympathies  are  strongly 
excited.  But  while  this  bill  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  I  snpposed  to  be  the  naage,  I  thought  I 
beheld  the  figure  of  a  man,  whom  I  hare  never 
seen,  bat  of  whom  I  hare  heard  considerable, 
mA.  said  Kmiethuig — a  snffering  constituent,  by 
the  name  of  Isaac  Poo! — which  addressed  me, 
in  a  voice  probably  not  sufficiently  audible  to 
be  heard  hy  other  gentlemen,  but  being  specially 
directed  to  me,  I  distinctly  heard  him.  His 
speech  was  as  mDows: 

"  I  was,  some  few  years  rinee,  whQe  in  the  pursut 
of  my  nsnal  a.TDcation,  that  of  a  shipniaater,  captur- 
ed, with  the  Teasel  and  crew,  then  nuder  my  com- 
maad.   A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board.  Afewdajrs 
afterwards,  I  flueceeded  in  recapturiag  the  vessel,  and 
maUng  prjaoners  <tf  the  pirates,  and  brought  them 
Into  a  port  of  the  ITidted  States,  and  detivered  ^em 
to  the  proper  anthwiUes.    I  was  recognized,  in  a 
heavy  sum,  to  appear  against  them  as  a  witness,  and 
kept  under  recognizance  for  two  years,  whereby  I 
was  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  pursuing  my  usual 
avocation,  that  'on  which  I  lived,*  and  my  family 
rednced  to  as  great  dLstrena  as  those  for  whose  relief 
this  UU  la  inteaded.   I  applied  to  Congress  for  rc- 
Vef,  bat  instead  of  bread  I  received  a  stone.  Uy 
case  was  admitted  to  be  a  hard  one,  bat  it  was  said 
not  to  be  harder  than  others  had  to  submit  to,  and 
that,  to  grant  me  relief,  would  be  '  opening  a  door,' 
and  'establishing  a  dangerous  precedent.'   But  I 
am  QDablc  to  see  why  it  would  be  opening  a  wider 
door,  or  establishing  a  more  dangerous  precedent, 
to  relieve  distress  Incurred  by  acts  of  pirates  and 
Oovemmentfl,  than  that  incurred  by  an  act  of  Provi- 
dence.   Other  places  arc  equally  liable  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  conflagration  as  Alexandria;  and  must  I, 
who,  by  acts  of  piracy  and  the  Government  of  my 
country,  hare  been,  with  my  family,  reduced  to  pen- 
ury and  want,  be  compelled  to  contribute  a  mite  to 
their  relief,  in  every  article  of  comfort  which  I  may 
be  obliged  to  purchase  and  pay  for  by  that  kind  of 
B>anaal  labor  into  which  you  have  arbitrarily  thrown 
neP  If  so,  let  me  next  time  be  'tried  by  lire.'  Be 
just  before  yon  are  generous." 

Here  ended  the  speech  of  the  epectre — and 
here  ends  my  speech. 

Mr.  F.  JoHarsoir  swd  it  was  always  with  re- 
luctance that  he  rose  to  address  the  House,  and 
niore  especially  on  the  present  occasion,  in 
which  was  enlisted  the  best  feelings  and  sym- 
pathies of  the  heart,  in  favor  of  a  suffering  and 
afflicted  people.  But,  believing,  as  he  did,  tliat 
Congress  possessed  no  power  to  vote  away  the 

{•nblic  money,  except  for  public  purposes,  he 
^It  himself  constrained  to  oppose  the  biU.  He 
he  ^t  as  much  for  the  sufferers  as  any 
genthnian  in  the  House,  and  was  as  willing  to 
contribute  his  mite  out  of  his  private  ftmds  as 
any  other ;  that  the  bill  proposed  a  mere  ^ft 
or  gratuity,  and  not  an  ot^dinary  act  of  legisla- 
tion in  the  District ;  that  the  power  of  Oon- 
gras  to  dispose  of  the  pnhlie  lands  was  lim- 
Vou  1X^25 
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ited,  in  his  estimation ;  that  Congress  had  no 
constitutional  right  to  apply  the  public  money 
but  to  public  uses,  and  in  consideration  of  pub- 
lic services.  This  was  an  affair  altogether  of 
charity  to  individuals,  npon  neither  of  those 
grounds ;  that  the  citizens  of  every  other  town 
in  the  Union,  who  shoold  meet  with  a  like 
calamity,  had  predsely  the  same  claims  upon 
the  charity  of  the  House.  He  could  not  vote 
for  the  biU. 

Hr.  Bbeht  said  tfiat  he  r^retted  much  to 
find  an  opposition  to  the  passage  of  this  Ull,  as 
he  hoped  it  would  have  passed  by  a  unaiumoiu 
vote.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Johit- 
Boir,)  who  opposes  this  hill  upon  coustitutioiul 
grounds.  I  did  not  expect,  said  Mr  B.,  to  meet 
with  oold  constitutional  ot^ections  upon  a  sub- 
ject like  the  present,  calculated  to  excite  the 
warmest  and  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart. 
This  objection  is  not  tenable.  When  was  it 
ever  contended  before,  that  Congress  hod  not 
the  power  embraced  in  this  bill?  Sir,  the 
Government  has  often  gone  beyond  the  princi- 
ples of  this  hill,  and  we  never  heard  of  consti- 
tutional doubts.  As  far  as  laws  have  estab- 
lished precedents,  we  have  enough  of  them  to 
guide  us.  3Cay  I  be  permitted  to  refer  the  gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Johxsox)  and  this  House  to  the 
acts  extending  relief  to  the  refugees  from  St 
Domingo,  to  the  sufferers  of  Caraccas  from  an 
earthquake,  to  the  relief  given  to  those  who 
lost  their  property  by  the  earthquake  of  1812, 
at  New  Madrid,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the 
appropriation  made  last  year,  of  $20,000,  to 
relieve  the  starving  situation  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians. These  prec^edents  extend  beyond  the 
principles  embraced  in  this  bill ;  for  they  not 
only  extend  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 
but  to  foreign  countries.  And  shall  it  now  be 
triumphantly  said,  that  Congress  cannot  assist 
the  nnftninnate  of  the  District  ot  Oolnmtna) 
over  which  it  alone  has  JurisdioHon  ?  I  hope 
not.  I  trust  that  this. objection  will  not  arrest 
the  benevolent  feelings  which  have  prompted 
tills  measure,  which  will  be  bo  Ratifying  to 
our  constituents,  and  that  one  voice  on\j  will 
be  heard,  and  that  voice  t>e  in  fiivor  of  the  bill, 
and  that  immediate  assistance  will  be  ^ven  to 
the  unfortunate  sufferers. 

Mr.  MoCoT  knew  very  well,  he  swd,  that 
precedents  could  he  produced  for  almost  any 
thing.  But  the  House  was  not  governed  by 
them,  however  numerous.  It  must  act  accord- 
ing to  its  convictions  of  propriety.  For  him- 
self he  was  sorry  that  he  was  constrained  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  HeMt.he  beliered,  as 
strong  sympathy  with  those  who  had  been  de- 
prived ca  their  homes  at  such  a  Mason,  as  any* 
of  those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  bi^ 
The  gentlemen  professed  to  derive  thetr  an- 
thori^  from  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  gives  Congress  exclusive  power  of  legis- 
lation over  the  District  of  Columbia;  but  a 
good  rule  should  work  both  ways.  He  admit- 
ted that  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
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States,  might  tax  tiie  people  committed  to  their 
care,  for  the  benefit  of  sufferers,  if  it  thought 
proper ;  but  not  that  it  might  tax  the  States 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  thia  District.  He 
ooold  DOt  consent  that  Congress  should  make  a 
donation  in  this  District  which  it  wonld  refuse 
in  anj  of  the  States.  Ho  was  aware  that  some 
gentlemen  thought  Congress  might  1^17  the 
pnUio  mcmer  to  anj  object  thej  thought 
proper ;  but  he  vaa  of  a  ver^  different  opin- 
ion. He  had  no  donbt  that  the  distress,  in  this 
ease,  waa  very  great ;  but  he  woald  radier  see 
a  subscription  paper  handing  abont  the  House, 
than  hear  gentlemen  advocating  such  a  bill 
In  the  one  case,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any,  but 
he  was  opposed  to  disposing  of  the  public 
money  for  such  purposes.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  General  Government  was  ever  estab- 
lished for  such  an  end,  and  if  it  began,  there 
waa  no  limit  to  the  demands  that  might  be 
made  upon  its  charity.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  he  had  no  objections.  He 
thongnt  the  sum  as  small  as  could,  with  any 
propriety,  be  ^ven.  But  to  the  principle  be 
otdected  altogether. 

Mr.  Vbwton  called  for  the  reading  of  tlie 
act  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
of  Caracctts,  in  South  America,  when  suffering 
from  earthquakes  and  consequeot  &mine.  The 
act  of  1812  waa  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Stbvbnsok,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
the  House.  He  had  never  been  called  npon  to 
discharge  a  public  duty,  in  which  bis  judgment 
and  feelings  were  more  directly  opposed,  than 
in  the  present  instance.  No  man  npon  that 
floor  spupathized  more  sincerely  and  more 
deeply  in  the  recent  calami^  which  had  over- 
qiread  a  portion  of  the  Di^xict,  than  he  cUd, 
and  no  one  would  more  willlagly  oontribnto  as 
an  indl^dnal  to  give  relief  and  succor  to  the 
unhappy  sufferers  over  whom  desolation  bad 
spread  its  ravages.  The  measure  of  this  relief, 
he  said^ould  be  only  limited  by  bis  ability  to 
give.  He  would  pour  out  freely  his  individual 
^n^  as  far  as  ne  could,  to  heal  the  broken 
heart,  and  administer  consolation  to  these  un- 
happy sufferers.  But  he  had  other  and  higher 
duties  to  perform,  than  the  indnlgcnce  of  his 
sympathies.  He  could  not,  as  a  Representa- 
tive upon  this  floor,  permit  his  iadgment  to 
yield  to  his  sympathies,  and  himself  to  be  hur- 
ried by  a  gust  of  generous  and  noble  feeling 
into  the  exercise  of  a  dangerous  and  nnconsti- 
tntional  power.  The  power,  Hr.  S.  said, 
which  must  be  sust^ned  by  the  House  before 
this  bill  could  pass,  was,  in  his  view,  one  of 
^gigantic  and  alarming  extent,  and  might  be 
*  hereafter  resorted  to  as  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. It  went  to  the  extent  of  unlimited 
sovereignty  in  the  General  Government  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  the  right  of 
appropriating  the  national  funds,  for  any  and 
eveiT  purpose,  unrestrained  and  unlimited  but 
by  the  discretion  of  Coufp'ess.  These  powers : 
•he  could  never  admit.  He  waa  forced,  there- 
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fore,  to  resist  them,  upon  this  oocasionT  or  to 
renounce,  forever,  all  those  principles  and  ofia- 
ions  which  he  had  heretofore  cherished  tod 
held  sacred,  and  upon  which  he  had  hereto- 
fore acted.  Thus  atuated,  he  had  no  choice  to 
make,  and,  painful  as  it  waa,  he  mnit  vola 
against  the  blU. 

Ur.  Oabsoh  said,  that,  imder  ibo  state  ttf 
feeling  In  which  he  now  was,  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  remain  dlent.  If  he  bad  not  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  distress,  and  witnessed  'A 
with  his  own  eyes,  he  might  perhaps  have  beea 
in  a  situation  coldly  to  reflect  on  his  eoD^3lt»- 
tional  duty ;  but,  as  it  was,  he  felt  equally  mn 
able  and  indisposed  to  go  into  any  nice  diaeiB> 
siona  on  that  subject  He  was  not  a  lawyer; 
and  his  opinions,  if  ever  so  decided,  wore  not 
to  be  relied  on  where  nice  l^al  aistinctioia 
were  involved.  But  he  felt,  wh^er  frcm 
sympathy  or  some  other  cause,  strongly  im- 

Eelled  to  vote  in  flavor  of  this  bill,    'ff^oi  ha 
ad  last  night  returned  from  the  smoking  ruins 
of  Alexandria,  and  had  lidd  him  down  at  niriit 
upon  his  bed,  he  could  not  but  reflect  on  me 
situation  of  many  of  his  fellow -beings,  who 
hod  the  night  before  slept  in  security,  and  thk 
night  hod  not  where  to  lay  their  heads,  who 
hod  that  very  morning  risen  in  comfortable, 
perhaps  affluent  circumstances,  and  at  ni;^ 
found  themselves  without  a  dollar  in  tlie  world. 
He  had  seen  beautiful  edifices,  equal,  Botae  of 
them,  to  almost  any  in  this  metropolis,  tum- 
bling into  ruins :  he  had  seen  delicate  fem^ki, 
as  well  bred,  and  as  well  dressed,  as  were  any- 
where to  be  found,  throwing  themselves  into 
the  ranks,  and  handing  water  till  their  hands 
were  stiffened  with  ice,  and  their  limbs  wiUi 
the  cold,  and  who  refused  to  retire  from  tbtnr 
post,  though  repeatedly  ui^d  to  do  so.  After 
witne^ng  a  scene  m  sirring  and  distran 
like  this,  he  was  unable  to  refuse  lus  assent  to 
the  hill.   He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
objections  urged.   If  inclined  to  pin  his  iaith 
on  the  sleeve  of  any  man,  he  would  dhoose  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  his  right  (Ur. 
Stevenson) — but  he  could  not  in  this  instance 
coincide  with  him  in  sentiment  He  had  a^ed 
for  a  distinction  between  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  other  territoriea  under  the  control  I 
of  the  General  Government.    Hr.  0.  would  I 
answer  the  inquiry  by  observing,  that  all  the 
teritories  had  delegates  to  represent  their  wish-  i 
cs,  and  to  take  chuge  of  their  interests  on  tbb 
floor ;  hut  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colmn- 
hia  had  none  to  represent  them  but  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  at  large.  Hie  mter, 
therefore,  had  the  strongest  ^aim  upon  tbe 
care  and  liberality  of  the  House.  Alexandria, 
that  was  in  this  case  the  sufferer,  had  already 
lost  much  by  the  operation  of  tiie  Federal  Coo- 
stitution.   She  had  lost  her  wealth  and  her 
commercial  standing.  Under  the  General  Gor- 
emment,  this  city  luid  sprung  up  by  her  side, 
as  a  powerful  and  successful  rival.   She  wia 
already  ednking,  when  the  fire  of  yestoday  had 
given  almost  a  daath-Uov.  la  sooh  cuob* 
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Stances,  oould  the  Hoose  think  of  refusing  to 
the  wretchod  sufferers  such  a  sura  as  twenty 
thousand  dollars?  a  smn  scarce  safficient  to 
pturchase  beds  for  all  who  were  withont  any. 

Mr.  Abchkb  would  obtrude  for  a  very  ^ort 
time  on  the  attention  of  the  House.   He  had 
been  not  unwilling,  conceding  to  the  rapid 
progreas  desired  for  it  by  its  friends,  to  have 
givoi  a  silent  vote  on  the  bill.  This  the  course 
of  the  debate,  hoireTer,  had  now  rendered  im- 
posrible.    He  should  vote  for  the  bill — ^yield  it 
his  oor^al  rapport — bat  not  on  the  grounds 
which  bad  been  stated,  and  especially  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Bbbnt.)  If 
those  were  to  be  considered  as  the  real  grounds 
ot  its  vindication,  his  reprobation  of  the  meas- 
ure would  be  infinitely  more  cordial  than  his 
support ;  as  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  constitu- 
tion, superseded  any  clum,  however  impera- 
tive, wMch  could  be  founded  on  the  office  of 
humanity.    He  owed  it,  therefore,  to  his  polit- 
ical principles,  and  to  his  personal  consistency, 
to  explain  the  real  grounos  on  which  his  sup- 
port was  rendered.    That  this  Government 
possessed  authority  to  appropriate  the  resources 
of  the  Union  at  discretion,  he  utterly  denied. 
He  protested  agdnst  it  as  a  doctrine  which  iu- 
T<dTed  in  its  plain  restdts  the  absolute  subrer- 
noD  ot  all  the  limitations  of  the  constitution. 
Vitii  an  unrestricted  authority  as  respected  the 
i^lication  of  money,  the  idea  of  circumscrip- 
tion to  the  objects  and  scope  of  this  autliority, 
was  illusory  and  noil.   There  might  be  limita- 
tions as  respected  the  amount,  but  not  the 
sphere.    This  would  spread  everywhere— be 
IS  illimitable  as  the  wind.   This  Government 
had  not  control  over  all  objects  which  the  State 
Governments  controlled.   This  would  be  in- 
oonaatent  with  the  very  nature  and  name  of  a 
Federative  system,  which  was  set  up  for  par- 
ticular ^>ecifiG  purposes  only,  as  eveT7  one  ac- 
biowleaged.  These  pnrposes,  it  nught  be  said, 
wtte  not  snsoeptible  of  accurate  and  unques- 
tioned ttoerfadnment.  Admit  this  to  be  so,  yet 
tbere  were  lines  which  it  was  impouible,  with- 
out a  gross  abuse  of  reason  and  deviation  from 
iair  conduct,  to  transcend.    Functions  could 
not  be  inferred  as  appropriated  to  the  specific 
authority,  which  the 'State  and  constituent  au- 
thorities were  competent,  without  question,  to 
discharge  with  equal  or  greater  facility  and  ad- 
vantage for  themselves.    This  would  be  out- 
lying an  acknowledged  principle  in  relation  to 
ioairiduals  and  political  depositories.  Govern- 
ments were  more  Jealous  of  their  authority 
than  individuals.   The  State  Governments  did 
Bot  require  an  auxiliary ;  there  was  not  a  new 
tod  fiirther  authority,  a  twenty-fifth  govern- 
ment, to  exerdse  the  ninetion  of  disboraement 
of  the  public  money.   This,  surely,  the  State 
Governments  were  competent  to  do  for  th«n- 
wlvos,  and  the  function  was  not,  therefore,  to 
be  considered  as  transferred  generally,  for  all 
Purposes,  without  reserve^  withont  restrunt 
"iSa  was  no  condndon  of  metaphyacal  subtie* 
bnt  (tf  oommm  nnderatandin^  At  to  the 
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precedent  which  had  been  mentioned,  how  was 
precedent  to  operate  on  a  question  of  oonstito- 

tion  ?  Its  o^ration  was  on  opinion  and  judg- 
ment, not  prmciple  and  conscience.  No  niatrs 
opinion  could  bind  another's  principles.  Pre- 
cedents operated  in  judicial  tribunals  because 
the  object  of  this  judication  was  to  obtain  uni- 
formity of  decision.  In  a  legislative  Jurisdic- 
tion, they  had  no  binding  operation,  bemuse  the 
purpose  in  tiiese  was  not  so  much  to  fix  as  to 
vary  dedsion,  till  it  was  supposed  to  have  at- 
tuned correctness,  and  even  to  conform  to  the 
perpetual  finctnatifflns  of  (pinion.  Precedents, 
then,  in  these  jurisdictions,  were  nothing  as 
r^arded  their  authority.  The  precedents  re- 
lied on  in  the  present  instance,  would  be  of  no 
force  even  in  courts :  for  the  point  which  was 
now  presented  had  not,  as  Mr.  H.  believed, 
been  made ;  and  it  was  the  rule  of  courts,  in 
this  respect,  that  the  question  in  dispute  must 
have  been  agitated,  to  give  to  the  decision  the 
character  of  precedent.  The  argument  from 
precedent  proved  nothing,  therefore,  in  this 
case,  if  it  could  do  so  in  any  of  the  same  kind. 
The  right  to  give  the  money  which  was  now 
asked  iVom  our  humanity,  was  not  dependent, 
Hr.  A.  said,  on  any  such  unwarranted  doctrine 
OS  this  he  had  been  examining.  If  it  were,  be 
would  be  behind  no  man  fai  renouncing  and  in 
denouncing,  instead  of  acceding  to  it.  We  had 
no  power  to  bestow  the  money  of  the  Union, 
on  all  objects  and  occa«ons,  at  our  discretion, 
however  strong  the  appeal  these  objects  and 
occasions  might  address  to  us.  We  could  only 
bestow  this  money  for  the  clearly  defined  ob- 
jects of  the  Union.  It  was  not  that  the  pre- 
servation and  good  order  and  prosperity  of  this 
District,  as  of  the  territories  or  other  places  in 
which  Congress  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
was  one  of  the  clearly  defined  objects  of  the 
Union,  committed  to  the  Government,  in  the 
dne  auTancement  of  which  its  interest  was  un- 
questioned—even this  ground  was  not  essential 
to  vindicate  the  appropriation  which  was  now 

Eroposed.  But  we  were  a  Legislature  for  the 
district  as  well  as  for  the  Union.  Our  lai^r 
functions  did  not  exclude  and  sWlow  np,  and 
annihilate  the  less.  If  it  were  a  paramount,  it 
was  not  an  absorbing  function.  But,  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  District,  our  power  to  sus- 
tain and  to  burthen  must  be  correlative.  We 
might  tax  wittiout  any  other  limit  than  discre- 
tion. We  had  a  power  not  only  as  large,  but 
larger,  and  though  not  unbounded,  yet  less 
bounded,  than  that  of  any  State  Government 
within  its  limits.  Could  our  power  be  of  this 
character,  to  take  tiie  money  of  the  ^ple  of 
the  District,  and  yet  the  power  be  demed  us  to 
return  to  them  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  it; 
to  advance  them  in  prosperity — to  snstiun  them 
in  affliction  ?  What  sort  of  a  mockery  wss  it 
to  talk  of  a  Government  without  such  a  reci- 
procity of  power,  and  that,  too,  in  the  heart  and 
bosom  of  a  community  of  freemen  1  Nobody 
denied  our  ^wer  to  tax ;  nor  that  we  did  tax 
tiie  IMstriot  in  ftetaadj  the  Mine  wsy  in  which 
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we  did  every  other  portion  of  the  coxintry — all 
onr  taxation  might  he  eaid  to  be  derived  from 
indirect  sources  at  preseot.  A  friend  near  him, 
Kr.  A.  said,  suggested  that  the  direct  tax  had 
operated  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  "Was  this 
power  to  tax,  a  mere  office  of  spoliation, 
without  a  faculty  to  expend  the  fruite  on  the 
fQlnects  of  it?  It  was  not  the  money  of  the 
Union,  bat  their  own  money,  which  he  claimed 
tiie  ri^t  to  expend  on  their  occarions  or  neces- 
Bitiea.  If  we  bad  not  this  power  in  relation  to 
.them,  who  bad!  "Were  they  an  outlawed  race, 
disfranchised  of  all  beneficial  exercise  of  politi- 
cal authority — accessible  to  its  barthena — pre- 
cluded from  any  sustaining  vintation  of  ita  in- 
fluence! This  could  not  be  in  reason,  any 
more  than  justice  or  humanity. 

The  cose,  Mr.  A.  sud,  was  one  addressing 
the  strong^  appeal  to  sympathy  and  feeling. 
It  addressed,  however,  yet  a  stronger  principle 
•—the  obligation  to  extend  protecting  care  to 
those  who  were  committed  to  our  control  by 
the  consdtntion.  The  ctmcession  we  were 
asked  to  make,  so  fkr  from  Tiolating  any  con- 
■Utot^onal  or  other  principle,  would  be  made 
not  to  sympatbyj  but  duty. 

Mr.  Storbb  said,  that  uie  qneetion  which  had 
been  well  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Ht.  Abcher,)  involved  an  answer  to  all 
uio  arguments  which  had  been  offered  against 
tiie  bill.  Where  is  the  supreme  legislative 
power  over  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square 
Tested — and  in  whom  ?  He  hoped  that  some 
one  of  those  who  opposed  the  measure  would 
answer  this  question  distinctly  and  fully :  for, 
to  deny  that  this  general  power  is  vested  in 
Congress,  either  assumes  or  must  lead  to  the 
oondnsion,  that,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  is  no  civil  govenunent  at  all.  Until  this 
qnestirai  is  satis&otorily  answered,  there  seemed 
to  bim  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  oonstatntionality 
of  the  bill.  Hr.  S.  said,  that  he  considered  the 
doubt  which  had  been  started,  to  have  been 
settled  too  lon^,  and  on  too  occasions,  to 
admit  of  question  at  this  day.  We  have  incor- 
porated in  this  District  a  host  of  banks,  and 
yet  no  very  loud  alarm  was  somided  on  the 
creation  of  these  incorporations;  or,  if  any 
one  had  then  doubted  our  right  to  create  them, 
the  qn^tion  has  been  given  up  long  ago.  He 
begged  leave  to  ask  under  which  of  the  enu- 
merated powers,  and  which  of  them  was  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  into  effect  by  these  meas- 
ures? But  this  is  a  mere  fragment  of  what 
Bas  been  done.  Congress  have  created  incor- 
porations for  bridges,  and  imposed  tolls  for  tlie 
benefit  of  pri^te  companies.  They  have  au- 
thorized canals,  and  imposed  toUs  on  the  navi- 
gation of  them ;  and,  on  numerous  subjects  of 
strictly  internal  and  domestic  regulation,  have 
uniformly  exercised  all  the  powers  of  a  local 
Legislature  for  all  municipal  purposes,  and  con- 
tinue this  legislation  at  every  session,  without 
question  of  its  constitutionality.  These  bills, 
exacting  tolls  and  taxes  at  these  canals  and 
bridges,  received  the  sanction  of  the  Executive 


at  different  times,  and  from  some  of  whom  w 
might  Lave  had  reason  to  expect  an  otgectios, 
if  a  serious  or  plausible  doubt  could  have  been 
supported  against  them.  The  bill  for  e«id>- 
liBuing  tolls  on  the  Cumberland  road,  witbiB 
the  boundaries  of  some  of  the  States,  was  met 
quite  promptiy  with  an  Executive  t^o,  but  he 
did  not  recollect  that  the  coustitntioB  or 
of  the  States  had  ever  been  considered  to  be 
in  any  danger  from  tiie  numberless  acta  of  a 
municipal  character,  adopted  in  our  l^pdatko. 
over  this  District  The  constitution  so  no- 
equivocally  and  pl^nly  expressed  the  extent  tt 
the  power  of  Congress,  over  it,  that  the  very 
letter  of  it  scarcely  admitted,  in  hb  opim<m,  At 
a  question.  As  to  tiie  exercise  of  pcditical  la- 
thority  over  the  States,  our  powers  were  eoi- 
merated  and  specific ;  but,  when  the  constito- 
tion  speaks  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  it 
grants  to  Congress  the  power  of  exchisn 
lepslation  in  aU  cases  whatever.  There  is  no 
limitation  or  restriction.  We  are  the  Legifila- 
ture  of  the  States  in  the  poweis  mnmerated  at 
to  them ;  but  as  to  this  Dirtrk^  we  are  tin 
supreme  l^islative  power.  The  very  phrase^ 
"  the  power  to  legidate  in  aU  cases  whateTer," 
is  the  precise  definition  itself  of  the  supreme 
pol'iticiu  power  of  a  State.  Our  power  here  b 
absolute,  uncontrollable,  and  unrestricted.  It 
is,  indeed,  exercised  more  broadly  than  the 
States  themselves  have  done  over  their  own 
people.  We  have  even  taxed  this  District 
without  its  consent,  and  without  even  the  form 
of  representation.  We  arc  sovereign  here  fx 
all  purposes,  and  have  the  same  discretion  that 
the  State  Legislatures  may  exercise  in  their  own 
Governments.  An  idea  had  been  started  in 
the  debate,  which  he  thou^t  had  misled  tiie 
opponents  of  the  bill.  It  was  asked,  if  w« 
could  take  the  mtmey  collected  from  the  peo- 
ple, or  belonging  to  ue  United  States,  and  ex- 
pend it  in  this  District?  It  was  a  suffident 
answer  to  this  to  say,  that  the  public  Treasury 
receives  from  this  District,  through  the  enstam 
house  at  Alexandria,  a  share  ot  tne  pnUic  rev- 
enue, and  it  might  be  as  conclusive  an  answer 
as  the  argument  itself  assumes,  to  ask,  in  re- 
ply, if  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  money 
collected  here,  and  expend  it  anywhere  else? 
The  truth  is,  that  tiie  receipts  of  the  Treasnry 
is  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  not  in  its 
character  of  a  legislative  power  as  to  the 
States,  or  the  enumerated  powers,  but  as  the 
Legislature  also  of  this  District.  The  dif- 
ference of  the  extent  of  ita  powers  over  die 
one  or  the  other  creates  no  uatinct  cbartctv 
in  ita  revenues.  We  hold  no  dure  frf  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  as  the  money  of  the 
Statcft,  and  another  in  our  character  as  the 
Legislature  of  this  District  It  is  the  common 
ftind  of  the  Government,  no  matter  from 
whence  it  came.  He  had  never  thought  that, 
in  the  exereise  of  any  power  whatever,  for 
any  public  object,  we  were  to  look  first  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  from  whence  onr  reve- 
nue comes,  before  we  venture  to  dispose  of  it 
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It  is  not  received  to  be  paid  back  again  to  the 
very  persons  or  States  who  contribute  it.  He 
had  heard  that  we  had  the  power  to  moke 
roads  and  canals  in  the  territories,  because 
the  public  lands  in  those  territories  belonged  to 
the  United  States,  and  paid  a  revenue  when 
sold,  but  he  vras  not  a  believer  in  this  doctrine, 
though  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  oonstmct  roads  or  canals  in  its  own 
territoriea,  if  it  was  thought  best  to  do  so.  He 
considered  the  grant  of  this  fond,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  given  for  the  relief  ocf  uie  sufferers 
at  AlexaDdria,  as  a  qaestion  of  mere  discretaon, 
and  as  completely  within  the  constitntionai 
power  of  Congress  as  t2ie  right  of  the  LegiSa- 
tore  of  one  of  the  States  in  respect  to  one  of 
its  own  cities;  and  was  unwilling  to  protract 
the  hour  of  their  relief  by  prolonging  the  de- 
bate, lie  did  not  think  that  the  question  had 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  power  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  in  the  States, 
cither  under  the  power  of  appropriation,  frotn 
whence  some  had  derived  it,  or  as  incident  to 
any  of  the  powers  enumerated  in  the  constitu- 
tion. That  question  most  be  settled,  if  it  is 
not  already  so,  on  grounds  altc^ther  distinct 
firom  th<»e  which  support  this  bul.  * 

Hr.  OjunuESLBNa  sud  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  proloDg  the  debate.  Ho  was  too  sensi- 
ble that  he  owed  on  apology  to  the  spirit  of 
humanity,  for  evwy  word  Tie  uttered:  for, 
wUIe  the  debate  was  progressing,  those  for 
whom  the  charity  was  designed,  were  perish- 
ing.  He  respected  the  scruples  of  gentlemen 
who  entertained  constitutional  doubts— 4ie,  also, 
was  anxious  to  act  upon  ooDStitutional  princi- 
ples— but  this  was  not  the  time,  nor  the  occa- 
sion, to  fight  the  battles  of  the  constitution. 
Even  if  he  doubted,  he  would  at  once  cast  his 
doubts  aside,  and  extend  relief  to  his  Buffering 
fellow-citizens.   He  confessed  he  was,  in  this 
fatBtanoe,  actuated  by  an  impulse,  sneh  as  he 
should  feel  on  seeing  a  fellow-creature  about 
to  perish  amidst  the  waves— he  should  plunge 
in  to  save  him,  regardless  of  the  consequences, 
tipon  a  proper  occaMon,  he  should  be  ready  to 
defend  the  constitution.   Whenever  it  is  at- 
tacked—whenever  a  dangerous  enemy  appears, 
&en  would  the  geatleraaa  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SnvBirsoN,)  and  himself,  he  found  side  by  side, 
defending  the  principles  of  the  constitution ; 
bat  this  was  not  such  on  occasion.   What  were 
the  circumstances?   In  the  coldest  winter  we 
have  seen  for  many  years — ^iu  the  coldest  night 
we  almost  ever  felt,  part  of  a  town  within 
^ht  of  US,  and  within  our  own  jurisdiction, 
it  laid  desolate,  and  in  ashes ;  and  our  fellow- 
intizeas,  houseless  and  destitute,  ask  us  for  re- 
lief; it  was  not  a  time  to  stop  to  examine  our 
nnstitotional  doubts.  He  trusted  that  the  cit- 
adel of  the  constitution  would  never  be  as- 
uahed ;  but,  if  it  ever  should,  God  grant,  said 
Hr.  0.,  it  may  never  be  surrendered  to  an  ene- 
my more  formidable  or  dangerous  than  charity. 
Bat,  in  this  case,  it  is  not  endanfcsred — ^we 
luve  the  power^Wft  are  proteotra.  by  the. 
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shield  of  the  constitution — let  us  march  prompt- 
ly to  save  our  countrymen,  who  ore  at  this 
moment  perishing  from  cold  and  from  want. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  really  thought 
the  question  free  from  all  difficulty,  in  relation 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  ttie  House  to 
pass  the  proposed  appropriation. 

The  authority  of  "exclusive  legislation," 
given  by  the  constitution  to  Confess  within 
the  "ten  miles  square,"  could  fairly  embrace 
all  the  exercise  of  power  necessary  for  the 
measure.  Ihis  power  of  "exduuve  legisla- 
tion" was  given  without  an  enumeration  of 
any  branches  of  anthorilty  in  the  grant^  vhidi 
were  intended  to  be  excepted^  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly designed  that  Congress  shonid  exercise 
such  municipal  functions  as  belonged  to  the  so- 
cial condition  of  the  people  over  whom  exclu- 
sive legislation  was  to  be  exerted.  It  was  by 
virtue  of  this,  that  we  laid  out  streets,  con- 
structed highways,  and  appropriated  money  for 
pavements,  within  the  City  of  Washington: 
and,  if  all  these  things  could  be  done  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  they  can,  with  equal 
authority,  be  done  in  Alexandria,  which  is 
within  the  ten  miles  square.  Is  not  relief  in 
cases  of  such  a  distressmg  calamity  as  t^e  one 
we  have  witnessed,  an  exercise  of  authority 
beloi^ng  to  the  ordinary  municipal  Amctionst 
And  if  We  can  go  into  the  street  and  construct 
pavements  within  the  District,  for  the  con- 
venience of  its  commonity,  can  we  not  exer- 
cise the  same  power  <^  appropriation  to  sub- 
serve a  more  eminent  oonTenienoe^  if  not  an 
absolute  necessity  ? 

Ho  respected  the  patriotic  feelings  and  en- 
lightened opinions'of  his  friends  from  Virginia 
on  most  of  the  subjects  of  constitutional  power 
which  they  discussed  in  that  House;  but  he 
regretted  that  they  had  retarded  the  progress 
of  a  measure  to  which  he  did  not  thiuk  their 
doctrines  applied.  Witit  them  he  was  prepared 
to  put  a  negative  <hi  the  unlimited  power  of 
appropriating  money  on  the  part  of  the  Gen* 
eral  GovernmeuL  as  he  conceived  this  one  of 
the  largest  stretches  of  authority  that  could  be 
assumed.  To  i^ve  to  any  Government  the 
power  to  spend  money  without  restriction,  was 
to  give  them  the  power  to  do  what  they 
plcMcd ;  it  was  the  great  lever,  physical  and 
moral,  by  which,  in  civilized  societyj  almost 
any  thing  could  be  moved.  Kor  was  it  an  an- 
swer to  this  to  say  that  it  was  harmless,  if  the 
whole  power  was  exhausted  by  the  mere  act  of 
appropriation,  and  if  Congress  assumed  no  sub- 
ordinato  power  consequent  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  money.  It  ought  in  reply  to  be  remem- 
bered,, that  tJie  act  of  appropriation  may  in 
Itself  carry  with  it  all  the  eonseqnences  of 
power  in  the  effect  to  be  accompUsned,  which 
would  render  subsequent  legislation  a  mere 
matter  of  regulation  as  to  the  modification  of 
that  large  mass  of  power  which  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  public  money  had  already  created. 

With  these  views,  he  bad  always  conridered 
the  aigoments  of  Mr.  Monroe,  (as  highly  as  he 
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respected  the  opiniona  of  this  venerable  pa- 
triot,) as  more  open  to  objection  than  many  of 
the  sources  from  which  the  authority  to  con- 
struct works  of  internal  improvement  had  been 
derived.  With  this  sentiment  it  was  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  say  that  he  concurred  with 
his'friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stevsnson,)  that 
the  charitable  donations  to  the  people  of  Ca- 
raccas,  sSter  the  memorable  earthquake  which 
had  desolated  their  conntryj  and  to  the  refu- 
gees from  San  Domingo,  were  appropriations 
made  withoat  constitutional  power;  and  are 
tiierefore  not  precedents  entitled  to  author- 
ity. But  it  will  be  recollected  that  we 
were  not  empowered  to  exercise  *'  exclusive 
legidation  "  over  the  territory  of  Caraccas,  or 
over  t^e  inhabitants  of  San  Domingo ;  that  the 
conservation  of  the  peace,  safety,  and  well- 
being  of  those  communities  were  not  con£ded 
to  our  care.  In  one  word,  sir,  it  seems  to  me 
snsceptible  of  demonstration,  that  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  money,  within  this 
District,  for  this  District,  is  an  inseparable  in- 
cident "  to  exclusive  legislation  "  over  it. 

Uut  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  limita- 
tions to  the  exercise  of  this  power  within  the 
District  of  Columbia  t  which  bronght  bim  to  a 
point  in  the  alignment  where  he  would  notice  m 
most  unwarrantable  assnmption  of  authority, 
which  tho  ffontimum  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Stoeks)  had  set  up  for  Congress  within  the 
ten  miles  square.  If  he  understood  that  ^n- 
tlenian,  ho  had  said,  that  '*ezclasive  legisla- 
tion "  implied  the  absolute  and  nncontroUablo 
power  of  Congress  to  do  in  the  District  what- 
ever in  its  sovereign  power  it  might  think 

firoper  to  do.  That  it  was  a  grant  of  author- 
ty  without  any  limitation  whatsoever,  either 
express  or  implied.  Sir,  this  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous doctrine  that  can  be  avowed ;  it  justifies 
the  power  to  erect  an  absolute  despotism  here, 
if  the  great  securities  of  the  constitution  are 
mergea  in  the  power  "exoludTe  legisla- 
tion/' From  that  g«itleman*s  argument,  it 
would  follow,  t^t  Congress  could  suspend  the 
writ  of  hab«i$  e0rpu$  in  their  discretion,  in  time 
of  peace,  or  do  any  act  of  unlimited  dominion, 
here  to  operate.  And  that  the  "ten  miles 
square  "  could  be  made  the  arena  of  any  mis- 
chievous or  arbitrary  experiments  in  legiuatton, 
that  might  suit  our  caprice. 

"Widely  different  is  my  view  of  the  power 
which  Congress  exercises  within  the  District 
Exclusive  legislation  "  implies  nothing  more 
than  the  absence  of  State  legislation,  which 
followed  from  the  fact  of  the  cession  of  the 
territory  of  Vi^nia  and  Maryland ;  but  that 
this  cession  was  taken,  not  only  with  all  the 
secnritiea  to  the  people  of  the  District,  which 
the  Constitution  <a  the  United  States  gives  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  but  that  ell 
the  righU  and  tmmunitie$  of  property^  whaUo- 
eter,  which  they  had  at  eitwena  nf  Virginia 
and  Marylaitd^  are  preserved  to  Uiem  inviolate 
on  Uteir  part.  That  the  cession  was  made  to, 
and  taken  by,  the  United  States,  In  regard  to 
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all  the  pre-existing  rights  of  property;  and 
any  other  view  would  sust^n  the  pontiiHi,  that 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vit^mia  had  the 
power,  by  a  transfer  of  a  part  of  their  pecula- 
tion, to  a  new  Government  to  deprive  them  of 
any  one  of  the  cardinal  rights  which  they  pos- 
sessed before,  as  citizens  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land. 

This  ^propriation  interferes  with  n<nie  of 
these  rights ;  it  is  an  ordinary  function  vi  mu- 
nicipal power,  and  I  shall  vote  for  because  it 
is  to  be  exerdsed  in  a  mannw  thiA  meets  the 
best  feelings  of  mr  own  heart 

Kr.  Cahfbeix  having  no  scmples  as  to  the 

rower  of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  thougjit  it 
is  duty  to  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  of  the  dis- 
tressed sufferers  whom  it  was  intended  to  re- 
lieve. Mr.  C,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  urged  the  constitutional  objection,  quoted 
the  constitution  in  that  clause  which  gives  to 
Congress  exclusive  power  of  lepslation  for  the 
District.  And  he  then  inquired,  whether,  un- 
der this  clause,  it  would  not  be  competent  to 
the  House  to  enact  a  system  of  poor  laws  fat 
the  IHstrictt  And,  if  it  was,  whether  the 
House  could  not,  witli  equal  piropriety,  make 
such  appn>priations  as  the  ^stem  mi^t  r^idur 
necessary  ?  He  thought  it  was  a  natural  and 
necessary  consequence ;  and  if  it  might  wopn- 
priate  for  the  poor  of  the  District  at  wge^ 
why  not  for  those  suddenly  made  poor  by  an 
act  of  Providence  f  He  was  astoniahed  at  die 
attempt  to  establish  a  distinction  between  the 
right  to  appropriate  for  the  District  of  Colmn- 
bia,  and  for  Uie  Union.  He  could  see  nraie. 
Did  gentiemen  propose  that  there  should  be  a 
separate  Treasury  to  receive  the  collection 
made  at  the  custom  house  in  Alexandria,  trGm 
that  which  received  those  at  all  other  ports^ 
and  from  which  alone  separate  apprm>riatioBa 
were  to  be  made  for  the  District!  whra  any 
calamity  bi^penedf  to  rdlere  whioh,  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  the  inhaUtants  of  the  Distrkt 
are  inadequate;  it  constituted  a  case  wbidi 
called  lou(uy  for  the  interporition  of  Congress. 
He  considered  the  presoit  as  such  a  case,  and 
should  cheerfUly  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  thought  there  was 
no  constitutional  question  involvM  in  the  case. 
He  was  one  who  had  always  held,  wjth  his 
friends  from  Vii^nia,  to  the  strict  interpreta- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  who  admitted 
widi  caution  any  thing  like  constructive  pow- 
ers in  the  General  Government;  but  this  he 
held  to  he  no  such  case  as  called  up  that  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  position  taken  by  his 
c<^eagnd,  QSx.  Bnoxaa^  was  not  fairiy  ^tosed 
to  the  construction  m  the  genUeman  froa 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haultoit.)  When  his 
colleague  miUntidned  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  absolute  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, he  meant,  of  course,  that  it  was  abso- 
lute within  the  limits  uf  the  constitution,  and 
no  farther.  The  same  allegiance  which  the 
inhabitants  had  owed  to  their  State  L^sla- 
tures,  was  1^  the  oesdw  of  territwy  trans- 
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ftrred  to  the  Goieral  GoTemment,  and  that 
GoTenuflent  vaa  abednte  orer  them,  to  the 
Bam«  extent  as  their  own  Legldaturea  would 
have  been.  Every  nation,  Ur.  W.  said,  was 
hoand  to  enpport  its  own  poor.  This  obliga- 
tion, 'wltich  was  universal  thron^bont  uie 
world,  was  also  mdversal  in  each  nation^  so  far 
as  the  entire  mass  of  its  poor  was  conceraed ; 
and  was  only  broken  down  and  divided  among 
sabordtnate  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  conrenlence  in  administering  the  sup- 
port— the  principle  was  not  changed,  nor  the 
force  of  the  obligation  at  all  weakened.  It  was 
always  binding,  as  a  duty  of  humanity.  When 
a  providential  act  was  sudden  and  calamitous 
beyond  the  ordinary  power  of  the  District  to 
meet  and  provide  for  it,  Oongress  must  do  it, 
and  had  the  dear  li^t  to  do  so.  Does  it  not 
b^d  prisons  and  hospitals  for  the  District,  be- 
cause the  means  of  the  popolation  are  inade- 
qiuUe  to  those  works  f  They  are  given  on  the 
piindple  of  protection — so  is  the  bill.  It  is  at 
once  constitntional,  a  duty  of  protection,  and 
it  is  an  act  of  humanity,  common  to  every 
Christian  jurisdiction  in  the  world. 

Mr.  F.  JoiiNsox  said  he  should  not  have 
risen  i^in,  had  he  not  been  called  on  by  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  in  tiieir  remarks,  to  say  wheth- 
er Congress  had  not  the  sovereign  and  excln- 
Bive  right  of  legislotion  over  this  District.  He 
said  he  admitted  the  right  in  the  fullest  extent 
cUUmed,  and  he  beliovra  it  might  extend  even 
to  the  cose  intimated  by  the  gentlraaan  tnm 
South  Carolina,  (Hr.  Hamilton,)  as  having 
been  allnded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Btorrs,)  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  regulate  all  the  municipal  concerns  of 
the  District,  to  regulate  descents,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  property,  real  and  personal,  and  all  other 
things  that  any  State  Government  coold  do 
witliin  tiie  limits  of  its  territories ;  that  Con- 
gress was  bounded,  in  their  legislation  over 
tills  District,  only  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But,  he  said,  admitting  all  this, 
it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of  the  right  to  pass 
tlm  biU.   He  said,  if  he  coold  ehov  that  Con- 
gress conld  do  a  like  aot  for  any  other  place 
oat  of  the  District,  it  would  seem  to  prove  that 
the  power  to  do  this  aot  was  not  derived  from, 
or  grew  out  of,  tiie  fact  of  exclnsive  legislation 
Over  the  District;  and  gentlemen  in  £svor  of 
the  hill  admit,  if  the  power  to  give  this  money 
does  not  arise  oat  of  the  right  of  exclusive 
legislation,  that  they  have  it  not   "Well,  sir, 
vhat  is  the  bill  f   Does  it  contain  any  thing 
nwre  than  a  mere  simple  gift  or  donation  to 
the  sufferers  by  fire  in  Alexandria  ?   Is  there 
ttay  thing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States,  that  would  prevent  the 
citizens  of  Savannah,  who  had  suffered  a  mnch 
Mverer  loss,  or  Charleston,  or  New  Tork,  frwn 
receiving  a  donation  from  Congress?  Are  they 
not  just  as  free  to  receive  the  gifts  of  Congress 
^  the  pe(^e  of  Alexandria?    What  hiMoa 
«iem  t  Congress  cannot  interfere  in  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States.  The  people  of  Chaiieston 
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or  Savannah  coold  not  receive  a  oode  of  de* 
scents  or  conveyances  from  Congress.  Bnt 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  receiving  its 
bounty.  This  bill  is  sltogether  an  afiFiur  ^ 
charity ;  all  the  citizens  d  the  United  States 
have  the  same  power  to  receive,  and  all  have 
the  same  right  to  cl^m  it.  It  would,  there- 
fore, seem  clear,  that  any  town  had  the  same 
right  to  receive,  as  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
the  donations  of  Congress ;  and  hence  the 
power  to  give  does  not  arise  out  of  tiie  fkct  of 
exclusive  legislative  jurisdiction.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  City  of  Alexandria,  and  the  coun- 
ty in  which  it  is  situated,  have  no  power  to 
regulate  its  police,  to  collect  taxes,  and  provide 
for  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  cities  and  coonties 
in  the  States.  What  then  is  it  that  prevoits 
Congress  from  adminlsteriiig  to  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  fire,  eveiywhere?  Because  the 
constttotion  confines  ue  appropriation  ot  the 
public  money  to  public  purposes.  The  pave- 
ment in  this  city,  allnded  to  hr  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haicilton,)  as  a 
precedent  to  warrant  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
was  done  as  a  public  work.  That  was  the  pre- 
tence— and,  as  to  the  erecting  a  light-house,  and 
custom  house,  in  Alexandria,  mentioned  by  the 
gentieman  from  New  Tork,  (Mr.  Storbs,)  as  a 
precedent  for  this  case — ^they  were  for  publio 
uses,  to  facilitate  commerce,  and  to  collect  and 
secure  the  publio  revenues.  Would  Congress 
have  the  nght  to  wpropriate  money  to  pave 
the  streets  m  New  York,  or  any  other  place? 
Could  their  authority  be  intruded  there  to 
make  streets,  unless  it  was  fn  the  promotion  of 
some  national  work?  But  the  people  of  New 
York  could  receive  a  donation  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Alexandria ;  bnt  the  right  of  Congress 
to  give,  is  the  question. 

This  bill  contains  a  mere  gift  of  money,  ex- 
pressly of  charity,  without  reference  to  public 
uses,  or  jinblic  services— just  precisely  such  a 
gift  as  might  be  made  to  any  other  people,  in 
or  out  of  this  nation.  If  Congress  has  the 
right  to  give  away  the  public  money  for  chart- 
table  purposes,  there  is  no  limit  in  the  consti- 
tution to  whom  or  where  it  shall  go.  And,  it 
isjnst  as  eonstitnticmal  to  give  it  to  one  perwHi 
as  another.  I  am  fw  adhering  to  the  oonstita- 
tion,  and  appropriating  pnblio  mcmey  only  for 
public  purposes,  or  in  consideration  of  publio 
services,  when  we  depart  from  this,  we  have 
no  guides  but  our  passions,  and  our  discretions 
— and,  however  great  my  sympathies  may  be 
for  the  sufferers  of  Alexandria,  my  duty,  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  forbids,  accord- 
ing to  my  views  of  tiie  constitution,  my  voting 
for  this  bill ;  nor,  indeed,  did  I  ever  admire 
that  sort  of  magnanimity,  that  would  give 
away  that  which  belonged  to  others,  and  not 
ourselves.  I  am  willing  to  contribute  to  the 
reli^  <tf  these  unfortunate  and  distressed  peo* 
pie  out  of  my  own,  but  not  out  of  the  publio 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Sivis  nii  it  was  with  great  rdnctanoe 
heroaeat  this  stage    a  protracted  dlscosdcm; 
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but  be  folt  it  his  duty  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  said  by  others,  in  denial  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  ezerdsed  by  Ate  biU.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  pervading  fallacy  ran 
through  the  whole  of  the  argaments  in  fiavor 
of  the  bilL  Our  attention  had  been  directed, 
for  the  derivation  of  our  power  upon  this  snb- 
Jeot,  to  a  part  of  tJiie  constitution,  which,  be 
tiiought,  had  no  appropriate  relation  to  it. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  ezclosive  legislation, 
properly  so  called,  over  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, but  it  was  a  auestion  respecting  a  grant  of 
the  national  funds.  The  hill,  upon  its  very 
face,  is  au  appropriation  of  so  much  of  the 
public  money  for  a  particular  purpose.  Now, 
whence  do  we  derive  our  power  of  rd^g  and 
applying  the  pubUo  money?  It  is  from  that 
(uause  of  the  constttntioDf  which  authorizes 
Congress  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  &o., 
to  pay  the  debts  and  pro\-ide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States."  According  to  the  broadest  construc- 
tion which  had  ever  been  put  upon  this  clause, 
it  justified  no  appropnation  of  the  public 
money,  but  for  some  purpose  connected  with 
the  common  defence  ana  general  welfare  of 
the  Union.  For  his  own  part,  said  Mr.  B.,  he 
hud  always  thought  that  these  general  terms 
were  limited  and  deSned  by  the  subsequent 
enumeration  of  specific  powers  granted  to  Con- 
gress, and  that  we  oould  not  legitimately  vote 
away  the  pnblio  money,  but  in  execution  of 
some  of  the  powers  so  granted.  But,  even 
taking  for  our  guide  the  most  liberal  construc- 
tion which  has  ever  been  snagested,  can  it  be 
pretended  that  the  object  of  tliis  bill,  the  relief 
of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
(for  whom  he  felt  as  much  sympathy,  and  was 
willing  to  evince  it,  with  his  own  means,  as  far 
as  any  gentleman,)  is,  in  any  manner,  connect- 
ed with  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  Union  ?  No,  sir,  it  is  purely  an  act  of  pri- 
vate charity,  which  we  undertake  to  perform 
at  the  pnblio  expense,  instead  of  our  own. 

If  on  application  of  the  public  money,  like 
lliia,  can  be  covered  under  the  power  of  excln- 
rive  lef^sIationfDrthe  District  of  Columbia,  the 
oonstitndon  has,  in  Tiun,  sought  to  fix  &  practi- 
cal limit  to  our  powers  over  the  pnblio  purse. 
Uy  friend  and  colleagne,  who  now  ats  near 
me,  and  who  has  advocated  the  passage  of  tltis 
bill,  denies  the  power  of  Congress  to  appropri- 
ate the  publio  money  to  the  establishment  of  a 
National  University.  Gentlemen,  who  think 
with  him  and  me,  deny,  also,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  National  Observatories, 
or  to  bestow  gratoitons  pensions ;  because  we 
believe  that  the  power  of  this  GoTemment  to 
grant  the  pnblicmoney  is  limited  to  those  objects 
only,  for  which  we  are  authorized  to  provide, 
in,  the  direct  exercise  of  our  spMiifio  powers. 

Bnt  what  becomes  of  thta  limitation,  if  the 
latitude  now  clumed  for  the  power  exclunve 
legislation  over  this  District,  be  conceded? 
we  have  only  to  draw  these  objects  irithin  the 


endumted  circle  of  tlie  IMstriot^  to  ertaMiA 
the  Univer^ty  and  tiie  Observatory  here,  ta 
assemble  the  corps  of  Fenraoners  hoe,  and  all 
difficulty  vanishes.  Upon  this  principle  we 
may  exhaust  the  whole  treasury  <k  the  natico, 
here,  in  the  endowment  <^  eleemosynary  insti- 
tutions, or  whatever  other  scheme  may  please 
the  fancy  of  the  sovereign  XiCgislature  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  t  we  may  thtis  enact  s 
system  of  poor  laws  for  every  State  in  the  UnioR, 
upon  condition  only  that  the  panpers  shall 
come  here  to  partake  of  the  national  oonnty. 

Mr.  H^nji  now  demanded  that  the  questdon 
he  taken  by  yeas  taid  nays,  and  it  was  so  or- 
dered by  the  House. 

Mr.  Drattoh  said,  ibat,  although  the  IriU 
had  undergone  a  creat  deal  of  discu8d.<Mif  which 
the  House  had  shown  a  strong  dispoodon  to 
terminate,  yet,  as  the  sabject  embraced  in  it  is 
deeply  interesting  to  the  feelings,  and  involves 
in  its  comiideration  a  constitutional  qneetira^  I 
will,  said  Hr.  D.,  briefly  submit  uie  views 
which  I  take,  as  to  the  power  of  the  House  to 
make  the  appropriation  prescribed  for  in  the 
bill.  I  am  not,  said  Hr.  D.,  and  never  have 
been,  favorable  to  what  is  usually  termed  an 
enlarged  interpretation  of  the  constitntion.  I 
think  the  acts  which  it  warrants,  must  be  de- 
rived either  from  express  power  contained  in 
it,  or  they  must  bo  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution  a  power  expressly 
granted.  The  doctrine  which  has  by  many 
been  contended  for,  that  Congress  may  pass  oil 
laws  which  they  deem  necessary  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  I  disclum.  If  they  have  eudt  ft 
power  it  would  be  diffictJt  to  say  what  power 
they  have  not.  I  contend  for  no  more  than  I 
have  stated:  and  if;  within  those  i)rindplefl^ 
Congress  cannot  pass  this  bill,  I  admit  that  it 
cannot,  constitutionally,  become  a  law. 

Amidst  the  powers  given  to  Congress,  some 
are  general,  and  some  are  particular.  Some 
are  unconditional,  some  are  limited.  Where  a 
power  which  is  general  and  unconditional  is 
granted,  the  only  limitation  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  the  discretion  of  the  Legidatore. 
I  will  illustrate  the  distinction  between  thxm 
two  species  of  grants,  by  referring  to  one  or 
two  clauses  oC  the  constitution.  In  the  8th 
section  of  the  1st  Article,  Congress  is  empow- 
ered to  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy.  Under 
this  authority,  they  may  exercise  every  act 
necessary  for  the  arming,  equipping,  and  man- 
ning a  fleet ;  the  number,  the  size  of  the  ves- 
sels, the  pay  of  the  officers  and  of  the  men ;  in 
short,  any  thing  requiMte  for  the  purposes  of 
a  war,  in  all  its  branches,  is  wiUun  tie  power 
of  Congress,  and  the  extent  to  which  tliey 
choose  to  exercise  their  powers  upon  this  sub- 
ject, is  only  to  be  regulated  by  their  jodginent 
and  discretion.  Congress,  says  the  constita* 
tion,  may  lay  and  collect  tuea,  duties,  impoBt& 
and  excises :  to  this  extmt  their  power  would 
be  unlimited,  were  it  not  for  the  Bpecifi<»tion3 
of  the  oUeots  for  whidi  alone  these  taxes^  Ssc^ 
ooold  be  levied,  and  to  whieh  alone^  when  ler- 
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ied,  they  could  be  applied ;  they  must  be  levied 
for  tbe  purposes  of  paying  the  debts  and  pro- 
viding for  tbe  oommoQ  defence  aud  eeneral 
welfare  of  the  United  States.  I  might  cite 
many  other  instaaces  of  general  and  of  limited 
powers,  bat  these  two  wDl  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
emplify the  distinction  I  have  mentioned.  If 
Congress  possesses  an  unlimited  and  uncon- 
ditional power  to  legislate  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  it  unavoidably  follows,  that  they 
possess  the  power  of  passing  ibis  bill.  Tbe 
constitution  vests  in  Congress  *'  exclusive  leg- 
islation in  all  coses  whatsoever,"  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Having  tbe  power  to  legis- 
late in  all  cases,  they  may  pass  a  law  appropri- 
ating money,  and  according  to  the  principle  I 
have  referred  to,  that  they  have  tbe  power  to 
carry  into  execution  the  powers  expressly  vest- 
ed in  them,  they  may  raise  the  funds  to  carry 
tbis  appropriation  into  effect.  Under  tbe  con- 
atitation,  the  only  qufUi6cation  annexed  to  this 
exclnaive  power  of  legislation,  is,  that  it  shall 
be  confined  to  the  Di^ct;  and  the  ^propri- 
atioQ  contemplated  by  this  bill  la  confined  to 
the  District. 

It  has  been  said,  that,  admitting  to  the  fnll 
extent  the  power  to  le^slate  for  Columbia, 
and  tbe  consequent  right  to  appropriate  money 
for  its  use,  yet  that  the  money  appropriated 
must  be  obtained  by  tax  npon  its  inhabitants ; 
because  Congress  can  only  appropriate  money 
by  virtue  of  some  authority  derived  from  the 
constitution,  and  no  part  of  that  instrument 
permits  the  appropriation  of  money  to  reUeve 
tibe  distresses  of  individuals.   Ky  reply  to  tbis 
argoment  is^  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  cmstraction  of  the 
powers  granted  in  it,  which  I  have  stated,  and 
which  are  admitted  by  its  most  rigid  expound- 
era.   The  power  is  idvon  without  limitation ; 
it  can  therefore  only  be  limited  by  discretion : 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  is  expressly  givm : 
tbe  power  to  carry  it  into  execution  must  ne- 
cessarily follow.    These  powers  are  nowhere 
limited  by  a  provision,  that  the  moneys  to  be 
appropriated  for  tbe  District  shall  be  riused  by 
taxing  its  inhabitants;  to  couple  this  unlimited 
autliority,  therefore,  with  such  a  provision, 
would  be  to  convert  by  construction,  a  great 
md  nnqnaMed  power  into  a  particular  and 
limited  one.  Ana  tbe  mirit  and  letter  of  the 
oonstitalaon  are  as  mncn  violated,  by  talcing 
away  from  it  a  power  which  has  been  directly 
granted  to  it,  as  by  adding  to  it  a  power  with 
which  it  has  never  been  invested.  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  podtion  which  I  have  assumed, 
that,  if  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  l^s- 
late  in  all  cases  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  it 
has  the  power  to  appropriate  money  to  carry 
ita  legislative  acts  into  execution,  will  not  be 
contteted.   If  Congress  have  this  general  pow- 
er of  legislation,  it  cannot  bo  confined  as  to  the 
■mount  which  it  may  appropriate:  it  may, 
ffom  some  important  consideration,  appropri- 
ate an  amount  for  the  District,  greater  than 
«nild  be  raised  within  it  by  taxation;  then, 
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in  snch  cases.  Congress  could  not  raise  money 
from  other  sonroea,  then  this  constitution^ 
paradox  would  result,  that  Congress  had  tbe 
exclusive  power  to  legislate  for  Columbia,  bnt 
had  not  the  power  of  carrying  its  le^lMive 
acts  into  execution. 

JCr.  MaBTiiT  was  in  &Tor  of  the  bill.  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  possessed  only  delegated 
powers ;  tbe  rest  were  reserved  to  tbe  StatesL 
or  to  the  people.  The  power  of  tbe  General 
Government  was  not  sovereign,  but  that  of  the 
States  was  so.  Tbe  Legislature  of  a  State  hod 
power  to  iM^slate  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  a  general  or  public 
calamity ;  but  for  the  people  of  tiie  District  of 
Columbia,  what  power  was  reserved  ?  None. 
They  bad  no  sovereignty :  no  Lwfidature.  The 
power  to  appropriate  money  Mid  to  levy  taxes, 
IS  given  to  the  General  Government  for  certain 
purposes,  and  not  reserved  to  the  people.  But 
ntlemm  argue,  that  this  is  not  to  be  applied 
the  case  of  the  District.  Bnt  snrely  Congresa 
is  sovereign  over  this  District,  and  may  exer- 
cise its  power  of  appropriating  money  here,  for 
here  it  has  exclusive  legislation.  "Sim  consti- 
tution has  erected  the  District,  and  has  made 
its  inhabitants  little  better  than  servants,  as  to 
their  political  power ;  and  now,  is  it  sud,  that 
Congress  is  to  exercise  no  paternal  care  over 
them  !  Have  they  no  Government  to  look  to  ? 
Are  they  placed  beyond  the  pole  of  relief  in 
any  case  ?  Are  the  citizens  of  the  District  cit- 
izens of  no  country  ?  SnrelyHhey  are  Ameri- 
can citizens,  and  may  look,  as  well  as  others,  to 
their  Government  for  succor.  We  have  clearly 
the  power  to  relieve  them,  both  constitutional- 
ly and  physically ;  and,  if  so,  we  are  bound  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  relieve  them  now. 

The  question  was  now  londly  called  for  in 
all  parts  of  the  House ;  and,  having  heea  taken 
bjr  yeas  and  nays,  tbe  votes,  on  ordering  the 
btU  to  a  third  reading,  stood  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Heasrs.  Alezander  of  Tennesaee,  Archer, 
Bfttley,  Badger,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Btraey,  Bay- 
lies, Beecher,  Brent,  Brjan,  Buchanan,  Burleigh, 
Bulges,  Cambrereng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Cassedy, 
Cocke,  Davis,  Dorsoy,  Dntyton,  Dwight,  Eastman, 
Everett,  Findlay  of  Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Fos- 
dick,  Gamsey,  Qamett,  Garrison,  Govan,  Gurley, 
Hamilton,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hayden,  Haynes,  Ho- 
bort,  Holcombe,  Holmes,  Houston,  Hugonin,  Ham- 
phrey,  loeersoH,  Isackfl,  Jennings  of  Indiana,  John- 
son of  Nciv  York,  Eittera,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Locke,  Uarabtc,  Markell,  Harklcy,  Ifarvta  of  New 
York,  Mattocks,  UcDuffie,  McEcan,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Ucecb,  Mercer,  Miller  of 
Now  York,  Miner,  Jas.  S.  Mitchell,  MitcbeU  of  Mary- 
land, Hitcbell  of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pearce,  Rumer,  Powell,  Reed, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sands,  Bcott,  Shannon,  SU,  Sprague, 
Stevenson  of  Fenosylraoia,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor  of  Vii^nla,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ohio, 
Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Van  Horn,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Weems, 
Whipple,  White,  Wiiittlcsey,  Wickliffe,  James  Wil- 
son,  WoU;  Wood  of  New  York,  Woods  of  OhiOk 
Wiin»— 109. 
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Nats. — Mesui.  Addwu  of  FemuylTuiift,  Alex- 
ander of  VirginU,  Allen  of  UanecbuseUe,  Alien  of 
Tennenee,  Jjatoo,  Andenon,  Angel,  Armstrong, 
Aibley,  ^Idwin,  BarrtDger,  Bissett,  BUir,  Boon, 
Cary,  Claiborae,  Cotmer,  Growninsbield,  CrutDp, 
DaTenport,  Deitz,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Estill, 
Rndlay  of  PemMjrlTania,  Haile,  Harvey,  Healy, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hinea,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  Johnson 
of  Virgioia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Krebs,  Kremer, 
Lecomptc,  Letcher,  Long,  Uartindale,  McCoy,  Ho- 
Batton,  McManna,  VcNeilL  Henlwether,  Metcalfo, 
Miller  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Mitchell,  Mitchell 
Sonth  Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Polk, 
Bipley,  Rires,  Saonders,  Sloaoe,  Smith,  Steveoaon 
of  Virginia,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Whittemore,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Sooth 
Oarolioa,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wright,  Tonog— 67. 

The  bill  having  been  stibeequeDtly  engrtuaed, 
was  then  read  a  third  time,  paaaed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


UoKDAT,  JantiaiT'  22. 
I>utie$  on  Wool  emA  WooUmt, 

The  House  now  resumed  the  unfinished  bnri- 
neee  of  Thnrsdajr,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Btj- 
OHAKAN  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  from  the  fur- 
fher  consideration  of  the  bill  proponng  certain 
minimum  duties  on  woollen  goods. 

Ur.  BuouANAN  said,  I  should  have  waived 
the  privilege  which  is  usually  extended  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  to  the  mover  of  a  propo- 
sition, of  closing  the  debate,  if  it  were  not  for 
a  single  circumstance.  I  did  not  hear  the  re- 
mark of  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mkhcke) 
on  Thnniday  last,  which  imputed  ignorance  of 
his  dufrr  to  a  former  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  DomesUo  Mann&ctures,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  from  the  State  which  I  have, 
in  part,  the  honor  to  represent  For  what 
cause  has  this  charge  been  made  against  that 
gentleman  t  It  is  not  because  he  was  ignorant 
either  of  our  foreign  our  domestic  trade:  not 
because  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  coun- 
tries from  which  foreign  iron  was  imported, 
and  its  cost,  both  to  Uie  foreign  and  to  the 
domestic  manufacturer ;  but  simply  because  he 
had  forgotten,  or,  perhaps,  never  had  known, 
the  name  of  an  obsoure  town  in  Wales,  from 
which  that  article  was  imported.  I  must  con- 
fess  I  do  not  remember  the  name  myself.  The 
gentlemen  around  me  now  inform  me  it  is 
Cardiff.  The  truth  is,  that  gentleman  had  en- 
joyed singular  good  fortune  doring  the  short 
pmod  which  he  remained  in  CongTess;  but 
not  better  than  he  deserved.  To  him,  more 
than  to  any  other  individual  in  this  nation,  are 
we  indebted  for  the  tariff  of  1824— a  tariff 
which  has  been  bo  mild  and  so  gradual  in  its 
operation,  as  not  to  have  burdened  the  com- 
munity, and  yet  so  powerfbl  as  to  have  gene- 
rally afforded  efficient  protection  to  our  domes- 
tic mdustry.  It  was  a  tariff  of  protection,  not 
of  prohibition.  That  gentleman  had  labored 
«po&  it  incessantly  for  the  whole  of  two  ses- 
sions j  and  jret  W9  are  now  called  upon,  dnibg 
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the  few  remaining  weeks  of  this  sesrion,  to  ma- 
ture, to  pass  a  new  bill  upon  this  subjeet. 
Gentlemen,  although  they  have  not  direetlhf 
chained  me  with  inconsistency,  yet  snch  a 
charge  is  fairly  to  be  implied  from  thdr  re- 
marks. Can  any  person  really  belieTe  ttut^ 
becanse  I  supported  protecticai  in  1824, 1  «m 
bound  to  advooUe  prohibitiot  in  16S7 1  Did 
my  eonrse  tlien,  compel  me  now,  in  order  to  b» 
consistent,  to  vote  for  any  cmde  and  nndigesfe- 
ed  measure  which  may  be  proposed,  merelj 
because  it  is  called  a  tariff?  Cerbunly  not. 
This  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  w^ill  effectu- 
ally prohibit  the  importation  q(  neariy  all  the 
wooHen  goods  in  common  use,  whose  value,  at 
the  place  of  exportation,  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  yard.  It  embraces 
peculiarly  within  its  grasp,  those  articles 
by  the  poor  and  middle  classes  of  society.  Its 
provimons  extend  far  beyond  the  request  of  Ihe 
woollen  manufacturers.  They  have  not  alleged 
that  the  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one  third  per 
cent,  was  insufficient  for  ibxar  protectioa ;  but 
they  complain,  and  I  beUeve  with  justice,  that 
British  manufacturers  and  British  agents  fraod- 
ulently  evade  the  payment  of  this  duty.  What| 
then,  is  the  proper  remedy  ?  A  measure  which 
would  prevent  the  fraud,  and  give  fidr  effect  to 
the  tanff  of  1824.  Instead  of  that,  we  are  now 
presented  with  a  bill  which  doses  the  door 
altogether  agunst  foreign  competition.  This 
is  the  application  of  salivaUon  and  Uistering  to 
cure  the  neadacbe.  The  remedy  is  entirely  too 
violent  for  the  disease.  If  the  bill  had  proposed 
a  moderate  minimum,  and  bad  made  a  sdmU 
addition  to  the  ad  talorem  duty,  it  should  have 
received  my  support.  In  its  present  sh^pe, 
however,  I  could  not  vote  for  it  even  if  it  em- 
braced a  provision  to  impose  additional  dnties 
on  the  importation  of  fordgn  niirits  and  «f 
hemp.  Sir,  said  Hr.  B.»  I  wish  to  put  tiie 
question  seriously  to  every  member  within  the 
sound  of  my  voice,  whether  they  believe  it 
possible  to  mature  and  pass  a  proper  IhII  upon 
the  subject  during  the  present  sesnon  ?  If  the 
House  should  m&a  the  attempt,  I  feel  pomtive 
that  my  course  will  be  proved  to  be  correct. 
After  wostmg  much  precious  time  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  after  dividing  the  friends  oi  do- 
mestic manufactures  themselves,  the  bill  will 
eventually  be  postponed  until  the  next  sesaon. 
I  am  sorry  that  I  am  compeUed  to  make  these 
observations,  but  self-preservation  is  the  first 
iaw  1^  nature.  As  a  Bepresentative  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  a  friend  to  the  tariff^  and  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  its  popnlari^,  I  can  never  look 
on  with  indifference  at  the  passage  of  a  bill 
which  will  at  once  prohibit  the  importation  of 
foreign  woollens ;  much  leas  can  I  do  so  when 
that  bill  contains  no  provisions  calculated  to 
protect  the  suffering  domestic  indostty  of  my 
own  State. 

Hr.  HjLifiLToir  said,  that  it  was  not  his  por- 
poee,  at  the  present  time,  to  go  into  a  discus- 
don  of  the  policy  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  MU  under  oonndention ;  ho  wonm  t]Mi*< 


DiA*  om  Wool  amd  WooBem, 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OV  CONGBESa 


895 


jAinrABT,  18S7.J 

fore  endeavor  to  oonfine  himself  strictly  to  the 
(pestioD  before  the  House,  which  was  substan- 
tially whether  oar  decision  on  the  proposed 
increase  of  duty  on  woollens,  oaght  not  to  be 
postponed.    For  Totioff  in  the  affirmatave  he 
had  many  reasons,  besides  his  strong  and  nn- 
reeerved  oppositionj  generally,  to  any  increase 
of  the  impost,  let  it  come  np  in  any  shape  it 
might.   But  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the 
present  time  there  are  solid  objections.   In  the 
linrt  place,  the  whole  coantry,  excepting  those 
who  are  to  benefit  by  the  monopoly,  will  be 
taken  by  earpriaa,  by  the  imposition  of  an  tm- 
expeoted  uia  grleTOoa  tax,  at  a  period  wh^ 
three-fonrths  of  its  hidnstxj  is  suffering  and 
depreased.    No  anticipation  can  have  been 
formed  of  the  blow  which  is  meditated :  for, 
altiiongh  it  is  perfectly  tme,  that  several  me- 
morials bare  been  presented  from  the  woollen 
mmnfaetorers  and  wool  growers  this  session^ 
asking  for  the  bounty  of  this  prohibition,  yet 
en  expectation  has  generaUy  been  cherished, 
that  we  would  not  act  on  a  partial  Interest, 
from  a  partial  view  of  the  great  interests  of 
the  coontry.   That  this  impression  prevailed, 
he  would  only  appeal  to  the  correspondence 
from  this  ci^,  which  bad  appeared  in  the  dif- 
ferent prints  In  varions  quarters  of  the  conn- 
try.  If  a  contraiy  spprehenrion  bad  been  en- 
tutedned,  your  tables  would  have  groaned  un- 
der the  weight  of  the  remonstrances  which 
would  have  been  sent  here  from  all  quarters 
against  this  cruel  and  nnjnst  measure.  Under 
this  {Use  secarity,  even  the  commercial  jeal- 
onsy  of  the  great  emporium  of  our  Union,  New 
York,  has  not  been  awakened,  or  we  should 
hare  had  the  most  copious  intelligence  poured 
in  upon  us  from  that  city,  demonstrating  the 
peraicioua  tendency  of  the  step  you  are  about 
to  take. 

Have  we  any  information  as  to  its  operation 
on  the  revenue  f  Has  the  Ohairmaa  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Uannfacturea  condescended  to 
enlighten  us  on  diis  8nt;}eot,  beyond  his  mere 
surmises  and  conjeetores?  Has  he  obtained 
any  estimates  fhnn  the  Treasury  f  Has  he,  in 
one  word,  the  aanotion  of  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  that  Department,  for  a  measure  which 
is  to  operate  a  decided  prohibition  on  the  im- 
port of  one  class  of  woollen  fabrics,  and  that 
class  principolly  worn  by  the  poor,  who  can 
least  bear  the  burden f  No,  sir;  but  he  has 
gone  on  as  if  these  considerations  were  un- 
worthy of  being  taken  into  account.  After  the 
passage  of  the  tariff  of  ld£4,  the  people,  at 
least  from  that  section  of  the  country  from  which 
I  came,  supposed  that  they  were  to  have  a  respite 
and  repose  for  several  years,  from  the  agitations 
of  thb  vezadous  and  disgusting  topic  They 
knew  that  it  had  terminated  in  a  compromise,  the 
ddef  expense  of  which  they  had  to  bear,  but, 
like  Uie  traveller  stopped  by  a  footpad  on 
Hoonslow  Heath,  who  is  willing  to  compound 
to  get  off  widi  his  shirt  and  waistcoat,  even 
^th  the  loss  of  his  coat  and  watch,  they  were 
nflbring  and  ocmtent  But  it  seems  that  this 
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blessed  compromise  has  not  brought  peace  and 
seoority,  and  we  are  aguu  to  be  thrown  into 
commotion  and  combat. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Ifr, 
Bartlett)  remarked,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  House  a  few  days  since,  that  it 
ought  not  to  produce  any  excitement;  and 
connected  it  with  an  allusion  for  which,  as  ha 
received  your  just  rebuke,  I  shall  abstain  from 
saying  any  thing  in  regard  to  tho  wit  and  deli- 
cacy m  which  that  allusion  was  conceived  and 
expressed.  Not  calonlsted  to  produce  excite- 
ment I  Did  not  the  tariff  of  la24  produce  ex* 
citement?  Did  it  not  shake  this  Union  to  ita 
centre  f  Did  not  the  people  in  those  quarters 
where  your  injustice  was  most  felt,  boldly  chal- 
lenge yon  to  produce  the  warrant  for  your  an* 
thorit7  in  travelling  one  inch  beyond  revenue 
in  the  imposition  of  your  duties  ?  And  when, 
in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
State^  you  talked  of  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures,  did  they  not  point  to  that  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  this  constitution,  in  which  the  power 
to  promote  and  encourage  tbe  useful  arts,  &c., 
by  bounties,  was  expressly  refused  to  you? 
Did  they  not  tdl  yon  that  uie  rights  of  proper- 
ty of  one  part  of  the  community  were  invaded 
by  an  ii^quitons  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
smaller  port?  Sir,  the  jnst  philosophy  of 
Burke,  in  regard  to  the  people  of  England,  is 
tme  as  it  respects  their  descendants.  That  the 
notion  of  liberty  is  not  a  pure  abstraction ;  it 
attaches  and  adheres  to  something  tan^ble, 
and  susceptible  of  sensation ;  that,  as  personal 
rights  were  secure  in  that  country,  the  vigi- 
lance of  this  sentiment  was  directed  to  proper- 
ty and  taxation.  And  let  me  tell  you  that,  in 
this  country,  it  exists  with  an  intensity  which 
will  always  be  felt  whenever  yon  attempt  in- 
justice in  your  burdens. 

Hr.  BuBOBS  said  he  had  risen  to  state  what 
was  the  real  question  before  the  Honse ;  for,  after 
all  that  he  had  heard,  thb  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  true  and  only  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  give  to  tho  mannfacturers  of  woollen  goods 
the  protection  that  was  intended  for  them  by 
the  act  of  1824 ;  but  which  they  hod  failed  to 
receive,  owing  to  tbe  evasions  of  that  act.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  so  simple  an  object  as 
this  came  to  be  connected  with  the  ratiocina- 
tions of  Mr.  Burke,  with  the  progress  of  the  car- 
avans in  Upper  Asio,  tho  achievements  of  the 
heroes  of  Honnslow  Heath,  and  a  variety  of 
other  subjects  which  appeared  to  dance  and 
gambol  through  the  imaginations  of  some  gen- 
tlemen. The  discussion  of  the  bill  involved  a 
mere  calculation  on  the  value  of  property,  and 
was  no  more  calculated  to  produce  any  excite- 
ment, than  a  common  sum  m  rednction  or  sub- 
traction. He  could  not  conceive  what  there 
was  in  the  locality  of  these  manufactures — 
what  there  was  in  the  fact,  that  that  locality 
happened  to  lie  between  certain  parallels  of 
northern  latitude,  to  make  gentlemen  del^ht  to 
say  that  the  question  invdved  in  this  bm  wm 
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so  very  aerious — that  it  was  highly  dangerous — 
in  a  word,  that  it  woa  a  monstrous  question.  If 
other  gentlemea  chose  to  bring  in  bar  iron, 
and  pig  iron,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles 
which  Eecuied  fauuliar  to  the  imaginations  of 
some  gentlemeOf  he  could  not  help  it~tho 
Committee  on  Manufactures  conld  not  hdp  it 
— it  was  not  their  prcgect,  and  th^  were  not 
justly  answerable  for  objections  which  did  not 
DcloDg  to  thQ  bill  as  they  reported  it.  The 
manufacturers  of  woollen  goods  had  presented 
the  subject  of  the  bill  iu  various  memoiiols  laid 
before  the  House ;  and  the  question  was,  wheth- 
er the  Ilouse  was  to  postpone  for  a  whole  year 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  because  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  not  authorized  by  their  constit- 
uents to  do  so,  had  suggested  that  other  branch- 
es of  monuCacture  were  snfiering  in  the  same 
manner!  Was  the  Ilouse  to  wait  a  whole  year 
for  grievances?  Gentlemen  hod  referred  to 
our.  .great  commercial  emporium.  Was  the 
House  to  be  told  that  that  great  city  did  not 
understand  her  own  interests!  Or  wotdd  it 
be  pretended  that  the  merchants  of  New  York 
were  not  anprised  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  in  tins  matter?  Te^  although  sixty  or 
seventy  hours  were  sufficient  to  take  to  them 
the  knowledge  of  our  proceedings  and  to  bring 
back  the  declaration  of  their  will,  not  a  memo- 
rial or  a  remonstrance  had  been  received  from 
that  city  in  opposition  to  this  measure.  To 
such  a  remonstrance,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
ever  listen  with  the  highest  respect,  as  he  was 
well  aware,  not  only  of  the  wealth,  but  of  the 
intelligence  which  prevailed  in  that  city.  But 
he  could  not,  for  one,  believe  that,  on  a  subject 
like  this,  the  merchants  of  Now  York  were 
osleep ;  and  if  it  was  indeed  tmCf  that  the  In- 
terests of  commerce  would  suffer  so  miUerial- 
ly  from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  would 
have  let  the  House  liear  from  them  long  before. 
He  spoke  of  the  merchants  at  large,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  a  better  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  political  economy  was  to  oe  found  through- 
out the  country  generally,  than  among  a  few 
importing  merchants,  who  looked  only  to  their 
own  immediate  profit.  The  effects  of  such  a 
measure  were  not  to  be  estimated  fVom  any 
sadden  consequences  it  might  at  first  occasion. 
In  all  progressive  systems,  you  must  ollow  at 
least  20  years  for  their  practical  development; 
and  if,  in  that  time,  they  shall  not  have  in- 
jured, but,  on  the  contrary,  benefited  the 
country,  their  true  character  is  to  be  estimated 
accordingly. 

Hr.  Steven 80?r,  of  Virginia,  sud  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  important  principles  embraced 
by  this  bill.  Ue  rose  simply  to  state,  in  a  very 
few  words,  why  he  should  vote  for  the  motion 
to  discliarge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject.  The  question  before 
the  House,  Mr.  8.  considered,  was  one  rather 
of  expediency  than  of  principle.  The  motion 
had  been  sabn^ted,  -with  the  single  view  of 


ascertmning  distinctly  whether  the  Hoase  were 
prepared  to  discuss,  at  this  session,  **  the  pain- 
ciples  and  policy  of  the  tariff."  Tliis  was  the 
only  question  now  to  be  decided.  If  gentleanen 
were  determined  to  enter  upon  the  discusaioD 
of  Uie  snl^ect,  and  to  persevere  to  a  final  rwol^ 
he  admitted  they  oucnt  to  Tote  against  tha  mi>' 
Uon,  and  to  retwn  ue  bUl  In  the  committee; 
i^  on  the  contrary,  the  House  tiionght  with 
him,  that  it  conld  not  be  fully  and  uiriy  dis- 
cussed and  acted  on  at  the  present  session,  Im 
hoped  the  motion  would  prevail;  that  the  eon- 
mittee  would  be  discha^ed,  and  the  bill  bod 
upon  the  table  for  the  remainder  of  the  aeeni». 
Did  gentlemen  seriously  believe  that  there 
was  any  probability  of  our  l^islating,  at  this 
time,  fully  and  furly  upon  the  subject !  Wis 
there  a  member  upon  the  floor  who  imagined 
that  the  single  interests  of  the  woollen  roannfao- 
turers,  which  was  alone  embraced  by  the  pres- 
ent bill,  would,  or  could  be  considered,  apart 
from  the  other  branches  of  national  indostrj^ 
and  the  great  interests  of  the  coon  try  I  ui 
they  beUeve  that  the  BepreeentatiTes  of  those 
portions  of  the  Union  whose  interests  were 
more  imme^ately  and  more  deeply  affected  1^ 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  wonld  sit  silent,  and 
consent  to  its  passage,  without  vindicating  the 
interests  of  tlieir  constitu<aits,  and  demanding 
a  general  discussion  of  the  whole  subject !  It 
was  not  to  be  expected.  This  bill,  Mr.  8.  said, 
disguise  it  as  you  will,  is  most  obnoxious  and 
unjust.  It  was  infinitely  more  so  than  the  cna 
of  1824,  under  which  the  southern  and  sooth- 
western  country  were  now  bleeding  at  e%-ery 

Sore.  Could  gentlemen  hope  to  dnve  on  by 
ctachment,  this  protecting  duty  poli<^,  to  the 
ntter  ruin  of  the  other  interests  of  the  country, 
and  expect  no  opposititm?  It  was  Impoanblet 
It  was  in  run  to  preach  up  ooncifiatioo,  if  this 
fatal  policy,  this  political  colossus,  vhidi  is  to 
overshadow  and  reduce  a  portion  of  ns  to  b^ 
gary,  is  to  be  persevered  in  and  adhered  to. 
It  must  beget  division  and  hatred,  and  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  and  peace  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  a  subject  ot 
this  character,  one  which,  two  years  ego,  agi- 
tated so  deeply  the  whole  oountoy,  and  roused 
into  action  oil  its  rival  interests — a  snliJect 
whicli  affects  not  only  the  commerce  and  polit- 
ical economy  of  the  country,  but  the  liberty  of 
property  itself^  and  the  very  principles  of  the 
Goveniment — ^will  be  permitted  to  pass  with- 
out fall  and  free  disoiunon,  and  the  atningest 
resistance?  Are  we  agidn  to  have  the  bcoms 
which  divided  and  distracted  us  in  18S4?  Do 
we  not  know  that,  after  eight  weeks*  discus- 
sion, the  present  ^riff  passed  this  Honse  by 
only  a/eiB  totet  f  That  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  woollens,  the  House  was  equally  di- 
vided, (I  believe  98  and  93,)  and  that  at  Ustit 
was  settled  by  compromise  and  concession  be- 
tween the  two  Houses !  Have  we  time,  snd 
are  the  House  prepared  for  this  state  of  thiii|s 
at  the  present  session  ?  He  thought  not.  Vu 
it  not  iijiuiona  too^  Mr.  &  siid^  to  atteoipt  ta 
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discuss  it,  unless  we  intended  acting  finally  up- 
on the  subject  ?   Would  it  not  be  productive  of 
SMions  mischief  to  the  cotnmerotal  interests? 
He  appealed  to  his  friend  from  New  York,  on 
his  left,  (Mr.  Oucbbelxno,)  so  deeply  versed  in 
commercial  knowledge,  and  whose  opinions 
commanded  so  jnstlj  the  high  commendation 
of  the  lloaae,  to  know  if  the  discussion  of  this 
subject,  even  for  a  week,  would  not  produce 
specnlations  to  the  amount  of  mmj  mitUons  of 
wQarst   Was  it  ]4ght  to  hazard  such  oonse* 
quenceaf    Did  it  oomport  with  the  dignity 
aad  justice  of  the  House,  and  with  a  fair  course 
of  legislation  I  He  thot^ht  not   Would  it  not 
be  better,  Mr.  6.  asked,  u  a  revision  of  the  tar- 
iff ia  deemed  neoeaaary,  and  demanded  by  the 
mapgfaotnrera,  to  let  it  rest  until  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  to  bring  then  fiiirly  before  Congress  the 
whole  subject  of  free  trade  and  national  indus- 
try, and  let  the  next  Oongress,  jost  from  the 
bosom  of  the  people,  discoas  and  settle  the 
question.    Boch  a  course  Ur.  S.  thonght  much 
uie  more  desirable.   He  presumed  it  was  with 
tluBTiew  bisfriendfhim  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bn- 
obanah)  offered  his  resolution  the  other  day. 
It  was  calculated  to  heal,  rather  than  inSame, 
our  dififorenoea,  and  would  he  the  means  of 
bringing  to  the  ultimate  deoidon  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  high  sanction  of  oalm,  deliberate,  and 
dignified  l^^idation.   He  hoped,  therefore^  tho 
motion  would  prevail;  that  the  committee 
would  be  disohf^ged,  and  the  bill  laid  upon  the 
table,  not  again  to  be  called  up  during  the 
present  session.   It  was  due  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  House,  that  this  shoidd  be  done ;  and  ho 
appealed  to  the  friends  and  enemies  of  t^e  bill 
to  nnite  in  this  course. 

Mr.  Stbvexson,  of  Fenn^lvania,  said,  after 
BO  much  remark  upon  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Domestic  Manufactures,  ho 
might,  perhaps,  as  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, he  allowed  to  snr  a  few  words  in  explana* 
tioQ  of  his  opinion  of  the  bill,  and  dt  his  views 
in  voting  aj^unst  the  motion  made  by  his  re- 
ted  colleague.  Ton  are  aware,  siud  Mr.  S., 
the  Committee  on  Domestic  Manufactures 
had  several  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the 
House,  representing  the  depressed  state  of  tho 
woollen  manufactories,  and  requesting  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  subject;  setting 
forth,  amongst  other  causes  of  their  langnish- 
ing  state,  thot  the  spirit  of  the  present  tariff 
was  evaded,  and  that  they  were  sufferers  by 
the  violation  of  existing  laws.   To  correct  the 
evils  complied  of,  the  petitioners  nrged  the 
adoption  of  a  minimum  valuation  for  woollen 
gWMB,  and  the  assessment  of  the  duty  upon  such 
minimum.  I  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the 
oommittoe  as  to  the  prindple,  and  it  was  adt^ 
el  The  next  point  was  to  settle  the  mini- 
mom  prices,  an^  in  doing  this,  I  thought  that 
too  high  a  rate  was,  in  my  opinion,  required, 
And  voted  with  the  minority.   I  regretted  that 
>o  high  a  rate  was  settled,  believing  it  onjust, 
u  regarded  the  general  Interest,  unwise  as  it 
vd^ed  to  the  mennfiuitQrers.    It  was  calen- 
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lated  to  produce  an  impression  unfavorable  to 
the  general  purpose  of  the  bill,  and  thus  to  de- 
feat the  whole  design.  I  still,  however,  trust, 
that,  after  the  diacnssion  which  has  taken  place, 
if  we  go  into  committee,  thc»e  who  advocate, 
and  those  who  resist  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  may 
come  to  some  better  understanding,  and  that 
something  may  be  effected,  not  too  exorbitant 
on  the  one  part,  nor  oppressive  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  eonaent  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stands: 
It  imposes,  in  fact,  an  increase  of  SOO  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of  a  certain  grade  of  goods,  nsed 
principally  by  the  poor,  and  an  average  increase 
of  more  than  60  per  cent,  on  the  part  of  the 
present  tariff.  If  the  bill  should  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  do  not  despair  of 
each  facts  being  elicited  as  will  lead  to  the 
preservation  of  the  minimnm  principle,  and  an 
oqnitaljje  a^astment  of  its  rate,  so  as  to  save 
tho  mannfacturers,  without  violating  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  jost  legislation.  Let  us,  at 
least,  do  justice  to  ourselves,  by  acting  upon 
the  subject  without  prejudice  and  without  pas- 
sion. On  the  motion  before  yon,  I  do  not 
think  proper  to  go  into  the  general  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  bill.  Let  thtU.  be  reserved  for 
its  proper  time.  At  that  time,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  aUe  to  show  that  the  extent  to  which 
I  shall  be  willing  to  go,  may  be  done  with  per- 
fect justice  to  the  several  parts  of  this  Union, 
after  due  reference  to  their  various  interests ; 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  never  form  one  of  a  ma- 
jority to  do  that,  as  regards  this  nation,  that 
has  not  the  fullest  sanction  of  what  little  of  the 
light  of  reason  has  been  given  to  me.  I  voted 
against  the  motion  of  my  colleague,  although  I 
apprehend  he  will  finally  be  found  to  have  pro- 
posed a  course  which  would  have  saved  tho 
time  of  the  House  from  being  wasted  on  a  bill 
that  cannot  be  matured  into  a  law  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  HoLanb,  of  Delaware,  said  ho  was  <^ 
posed  to  the  motion  to  discmn^  the  commit- 
tee, for  some  reasons  which,  perhiq>3,  were 
peculiar  to  himself  Although  he  was,  and 
ever  had  been,  an  advocate  for  the  tariff  sys- 
tem, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  could 
vote  for  this  bill  in  its  present  ^lape ;  altliough 
ho  was  prepared  to  co-operate  m  modifying 
and  improving  it.  But  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  that  particular  shape  in 
which  it  had  been  presented  by  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  must 
shun  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  not 
give  to  it  its  full  and  just  share  of  considera* 
tion,  if  the  time  allowed.  He  would  now  in- 
quire what  would  be  the  true  effect  of  the 
present  motion.  The  ground  on  which  it  is 
uiffed.  Is,  that  tiie  House  has  not  now  snfBcient 
time  to  inquire  Into  tiie  sol^ect;  and  many 
gentiemen  disposed  to  vote  for  the  hill,  arc  un- 
willing to  postpone  it  on  this  ground.  But  tlie 
effect  of  the  motion,  whatever  may  be  tho 
intention  of  its  mover,  will  certainly  he  to  de- 
feat the  bill,  and  thus  to  deprive  the  country  of 
tlM  benefits  derived  tma  an  adequate  proteo- 
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tion  to  this  Toliiablo  branch  of  onr  mannfac- 
tares.  The  coosideration  of  tho  bill,  at  this 
time,  is  resisted  on  two  grounds :  First,  it  is 
said  that  it  will  produce  excitement,  by  strik- 
ing at  the  vital  interests  of  tho  country ;  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  not  sufflcientiy  comprehen- 
sive, and  does  not  embrace  a  sufficient  number 
of  objects  to  be  protected.  Mr.  HcL.  said  that 
none  could  deprecate  more  than  he  did  any 
cause  of  excitement  in  the  comitry :  but,  if  ex- 
citement is  to  be  produced  bj  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  it  must  be  because  it  is  inseparablo 
from  the  subject  itself.  If  it  arise  at  all,  it  will 
arise  whenever  the  subject  is  brought  up.  But 
why,  asked  Mr.  MoL.,  is  this  eicitement  pro- 
duced by  it  at  all  ?  It  arises  from  a  mistaken 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  tho  different  parts 
of  the  great  naUonol  community  are  distinct 
from,  and  opposed  to,  each  other.  I  do  not 
believe  this,  and,  therefore,  I  am  in  &vor  of 
tho  policy ;  but,  bo  long  as  an  opposite  opinion 
ia  held,  tiie  seeds  of  excitement  will  be  nere ; 
the  same  causes  of  it  will  exist  at  the  nest  ses- 
sion which  exist  now^  and  they  will  probably 
rather  increase  than  diminish.  As  to  the  other 
objection,  that  the  bill  comprehends  only  one 
object  to  bo  protected,  I  am  in  favor  of  its  con- 
sideration now,  for  this  very  reason ;  it  is  sim- 
ple— it  is  brought  to  one  point,  and  confines 
Itself  to  a  single  object,  which  all  can  compre- 
hend. Ueretofore,  on  uie  contrary,  it  has  been 
usual  to  include  many  different  objects  In  the 
same  bill,  in  order  to  carry  some  one  promi- 
nent object  of  policy  through  the  House. 
"Soyr.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  species  of 
legisudon.  I  disapprove  of  l^slmng  by 
compromise.  Either  a  particular  branch  of 
industry  requires  protection,  or  it  does  not  If 
it  does  not,  nothing  should  induce  the  House  to 
protect  it ;  but  if  it  does,  let  it  be  fturly  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  clearly  understood, 
and  then  let  it  receive  that  degree  of  protec- 
tion which  it  merits.  But  I  protest  against  the 
system  of  compromise.  It  ia  a  system  of  in- 
jury. Here  we  have  a  single  object  before  us : 
the  petitioners  say  that  an  important  branch  of 
domestic  manufactures  is  now  in  danger  of 
being  wholly  prostrated  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Now,  it  is  surely  easier  to  comprehend 
tho  sul^ect,  and  to  judge  if  their  statements  bo 
true,  than  if  all  tiie  different  objects  which 
different  gentlemen  may  suppose  to  need  pro- 
tection, hod  been  t^en  np  with  it  and  inclndcd 
in  the  same  bill.  I  at  least  confess  that  I  am 
more  able  to  understand  it,  and  I  un  in  favor 
of  considering  it  for  tho  very  reason  that  it  ex- 
cluded the  principle  of  compromise.  We  may 
at  least  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
modify  tho  bill ;  and  wo  con  as  soon  discover 
in  committee  as  wo  could  in  the  House,  wheth- 
er it  is  likely  to  be  put  into  such  a  shape  as 
finally  to  pass. 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  the  discussion  had  taken 
a  much  wider  range  than  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated, by  any  one  acquainted  with  tiie  true 
nature  (d  mo  biU.  Gentlemen,  however,  had 


entirely  mistaken  the  character  of  the  measmn- 
Both  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  had  vhoUj  nis- 
Uikrn  the  prindple  on  which  it  was  founded. 
The  Committee  on  Manu&ctures  were  told  that 
Y&cy  eztennve  frauds  were  practised  at  the 
custom  houses,  by  which  the  protecting  dnCieB 
on  domestic  cloths  were  evaded,  and  the  iMitB- 
tions  of  the  law  of  1624  practical^  deftated, 
and  rendered  of  none  effect.  They  were  adccd 
to  apply  a  remedy,  and  they  esteemed  it  of 
great  importance  to  do  it.  It  was  obvimuly  ia 
vun  to  increase,  with  this  view,  the  ad  talonm 
duty :  for,  however  it  might  be  increased,  tW 
same  evasion  would  still  be  practised.  Beii^ 
convinced  of  this,  the  Committee  on  Uanidbc- 
tures  considered  what  else  could  be  done,  aid 
they  adopted  the  minimum  principle,  as  the 
only  remiuning  expedient.  Tet,  to  mske  a 
regxdar  ascending  scale  of  minimum  {ffien, 
with  small  differences  between  tlmo,  woidd 
open  a  door  for  precisely  the  same  fivnds:  iat 
every  foreign  manufacturer,  whose  goods  wen 
in  reality  above  any  one  of  these  minim™ 
prices,  would  endeavor  to  introduce  them  as 
below  it ;  and  there  was  no  goitfd  against  tlu^ 
bat  to  make  the  space  between  the  prices  so 
large  as  to  render  this  imposable.  The  com- 
mittee are  fully  aware  that  the  space  between 
40  cents  and  260  cents  is  great ;  but  they  were 
also  aware  that  goods  of  the  intermediate  value 
are  already  supplied,  and  can  be  made  in  s«ffi- 
cient  quantities  fully  to  satisfy  the  maiicet. 
Had  tbey  interposed  an  intennediate  price,  I 
none  of  the  existing  difiScTdties  would  have 
been  remedied.  The  motion  of  the  gentlenun 
fhnn  Pennsylvania  proposes  delay-^nt  what 
is  it  that  is  to  be  d^ayed?  The  protection 
property  to  the  amount  100,000,000,  which 
IS  now  jeopardized  and  suffering  by  taaoA. 
The  memorialists  tell  us,  Uieir  property  is  sirf- 
fering — is  sinking.  Most  we  wait  tul  it  is 
sunk,  till  it  has  perished,  and  thra  come  here 
next  year  to  legidate  for  its  protection!  Is 
this  onr  duty!  These  same  memorialists  are  | 
our  countrymen— onr  constituents.  So  much 
comity,  at  least,  is  due  to  Uiem,  as  to  inquire  i 
whether  the  statements  they  have  made  are 
true.  It  is  said,  that  there  is  a  want  of  Ume 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  derive  the  inform 
matjon  neceseiuy  to  act  upon  it  Is  the  sob- 
ject  new?  Is  this  House  taken  Inr  anrpriset 
If  it  is,  I  am  as  ready  to  agree  to  deky  as  tlM 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^nt  the  &et  is 
not  so.  This  subject  has  been  publidy  agkated 
for  months  before  we  met.  It  has  been  urgely 
discussed  in  the  public  papers.  Meetinss  bare 
been  held,  and  memorials  have  been  published, 
with  notico  that  they  would  be  presented  to 
this  House.  Those  memorials  have  followed 
us  here,  and  have  been  heaped  upon  our  table 
from  day  to  day.  They  have  been  referred  to 
a  Standing  Committee  of  the  House,  and  a  bill 
has  been  reported,  two  weeks  ago — ^prinl«d, 
and  liud  upon  the  tables  of  the  members.  Can 
we  BOW  be  told,  that  this  is  a  new  snlgectt 
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That  the  Hoose  knows  nothing  abont  it  ?  That 
it  has  been  taken  hy  sarpnso,  and  haa  not  now 
time  to  oome  to  any  nnderstajiding  of  the  mat- 
ter? Was  ziot  this  very  subject  discossed  in 
1824?  and,  if  farther  facts  are  ueceasarf,  is 
there  not  aonndant  time  to  obt^  them  ?  The 
ol^ectioo,  tiien,  from  the  ^ortness  of  the  time, 
is  not  vortl^  of  regard.  What  nibieot  of 
greater  moment  is  on  the  table  of  the  House  ? 
Kot  only  the  manv&otoren,  but  all  the  grow- 
ers of  wool — not  onlj  the  mann&ctuiing,  but 
the  agricoltoral  interest,  have  a  deep  interest 
In  the  bill.  Thej  are  our  constitaenta — they 
cry  to  us  for  relief— I  hope  we  shall  not  be  deaf 
to  their  entreaty. 

Hr.  Oambbei^o  sud  that  the  vote  Just 
taken  furnished  another  evidence  of  the  im- 
petuosity with  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
were  di^>osed  to  force  it  upon  the  House.  The 
gentiemen  tell  us  about  frauds,  said  he,  but  say 
nothing  of  how  they  are  committed.  They 
say  thur  object  is  not  to  increase  the  daty,  but 
only  to  aecnre  the  collection  of  the  duty.  I 
have  listened  attendrelyto  all  they  have  ad- 
Taneed,  and  I  cannot  say  less  than  that,  in  my 
Judgment,  the  House  is  imposed  upon,  if  that 
is  uionght  to  be  the  object  of  the  bill.  The 
Tery  discossioa  of  the  subject  has  a  ruinous 
effect.    If  this  debate  goes  on  for  one  week, 
n>ecalations  will  take  place  in  woollen  goods  to 
uie  amount  of  milliona  of  dollarg.   The  object 
of  the  bill  is  prohibition — nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  bill,  either  in  its  form  or  snb- 
stanoe,  which  will  operate  to  ensure  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenne.  It  goes,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  annihilate  the  revenue.    If^  however^  the 
House  is  determined  to  go  into  the  question,  I 
am  prepared  to  meet  it;  yet,  with  all  defi^r- 
enoe  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
vare,  I  most  tdl  him  that  I  wonld  rather  take 
the  Tariff  of  1834^  with  all  its  compromises, 
than  the  bill  now  proposed.  That  whole  Tariff 
Inll  was  nothing  to  Uiis ;  with  alt  its  various 
and  multiplied  provisions,  it  did  not  affect  the 
country  half  so  much  as  this  bill  will  affect  it. 
I  call  on  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  to 
tell  us,  for  they  have  not  yet  told  us,  how 
niuch  duty  it  is  that  they  intend  to  put  upon 
these  goods.   I  ask,  how  much  per  cent,  upon 
the  price  their  new  duty  is  intended  to  de- 
mand?   "We  have  no  report — ^no  calculation. 
When  the  Tariff  bill  of  182-i  was  brought  into 
the  House,  tlic  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Uann&ctnrea,  (for  whom,  however  I  may  have 
differed  from  him  in  opinion,  I  ever  cheim  the 
greatest  personal  respect,)  gave  to  the  House  a 
statement,  exhibiting,  in  one  column,  the  exist- 
ing duty,  and  in  another,  the  duty  proposed. 
This  afforded  the  House  some  data  to  go  by — 
it  enabled  them,  in  some  measure,  to  Judge  of 
the  effect  of  the  bill;  but  now  we  luve  not 
one  item  to  guide  us. 
[Here  the  debate  dosed  fbr  this  day.] 


[H.  o»  E. 

TmesDAT,  January  28. 
Dutie$  on  Wool  and  WooUena. 

The  question  pending  before  the  House  being 
on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bcchanaii,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
Woollen  Manufactures — 

Mr.  Dwionr  sud  he  thought  there  were 
some  positions  taken  on  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cjlm- 
BBBLEKa,)  which  required  particular  notice; 
and  he  felt  himself  inclined  to  examine  these 
positions  with  mora  particiilarity,  since  tiiey 
came  flx>m  a  quarter  which  might  be  suppMed 
to  carry  no  ordinary  d^ree  sanction.  And 
that  was  tnm  the  ci^  oS  New  York— Ihe 
great  commercial  emporium  of  the  Union. 

The  honorable  gentleman  still  insists  that  tne 
Committee  of  Mannfactures  were  impeded  on. 
By  what  power,  from  what  source,  he  would 
a^  ?  Were  they  not  composed  of  enlightened 
men,  selected  from  tho  different  quarters  of  the 
Union,  for  their  particular  fitness  for  the  duties 
of  the  station?  Had  they  not  made  a  most 
elaborate  investigation  of  tho  evil  which  the 
petitioners  wishtd  to  have  redressed  ?  and  had 
they  not,  after  great  delilraration,  reported  the 
bill  upon  the  table,  to  mitagate,  or,  perhaps, 
totally  to  avoid  that  evil  I  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  asked,  where  were  the  detiulod 
and  specifio  statements  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  upon  which  the  House  and  the  na^ 
tion  could  form  their  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  proposed  ?  One  of  the  strong 
reasons,  he  confessed,  which  operated  upon  his 
own  mind,  to  induce  him  to  oppose  disohaig- 
ing  of  the  Committee  of  tho  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  was,  that,  as 
yet,  no  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  the  hon- 
orable Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures, to  go  into  an  explanation,  in  detul,  of 
tho  operation  of  the  several  provisions  of  his 
bill ;  and  yet,  the  honorable  gentleman  fstm. 
New  York,  while  he  refused  that  opportunity 
to  explain,  would  fun  present,  as  a  gronnd  « 
compl^nt,  that  no  explanation  had  as  yet  been 
made.  The  committee  bad  stated,  in  the  gen- 
eral, the  strong  and  unanswerable  grounds  upon 
which  tlie  hill  was  founded,  to  wit:  ^at 
frauds  to  an  alarming  extent  had  been  com- 
mitted upon  the  revenue— frauds  which,  while 
they  diminished  the  receipts  into  the  Treasnry, 
operated  most  extensively  to  embarrass  fliai 
invaluable  branch  of  onr  home  industry — tho 
woollen  manufacture.  But  he  has  stud,  sir, 
that  this  affords  another  evidence  of  tho  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  House  was  disposed 
to  rush  into  legislation.  Where,  sir,  he  would 
is  this  evidence?  Was  not  tlie  half  <tf 
that  period  which  the  law  has  devoted  to  the 
annual  legidatioa  d  this  great  country,  suffi- 
dent  to  mature  a  set  of  provisions  by  which 
the  established  principles  of  our  national  pol- 
icy were  to  be  carried  into  ezecntion  ?  Had 
not  the  Tariff  of  1^  after  the  fullest  disoos- 
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eioD,  settled  the  extent  of  protection,  which 
the  nation  were  willing  to  afford  to  this 
brancli  ?  and  were  we  not,  in  good  faith,  now 
called  upon  to  guard  that  protection  against 
the  evasions  complained  of?  If  this  was  pre- 
cipitonej^to  discnss  a  bill  after  six  weeks  of 
maturing  in  conunittee,  and  before  the  Honso, 
where  could  be  found  the  evidence  of  oar  de- 
liberation? What  would  become  of  the  bill 
for  occlusion  of  the  British  colonial  ^rts  ? — a 
measure  of  so  much  importance  that  it  may  in- 
volve us  in  all  the  calamities  of  war  with  the 
most  powerful  nation  of  Europe.  And  yet,  if 
he  was  not  mistaken,  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  was  one  of  that  committee,  who  pro- 
posed a  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  bill  aUoded  to.  If  this  is  pre- 
cipitancy, sir,  wo  may  as  well  at^oum  at  once, 
and  8^  that  a  three  months'  session  is  too 
short  ibr  deliberate  le^slation.  For  his  part, 
he  thought  that  no  haste,  connstent  with  a 
competent  understanding  of  the  subject,  was 
too  great,  where  you  were  called  upon  to  legis- 
late for  tlie  relief  of  a  branch  of  industry 
which  employed  70,000  of  the  people,  and  60 
or  60  millions  of  the  capital  of  your  country. 
The  very  facta  stated  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, went  fax  to  show,  that  no  such  opposition 
or  alarm  existed,  in  regard  to  the  measure,  as 
he  had  attempted  to  show.  lie  had  written,  it 
seems,  a  dozen  letters  to  New  York,  and  to  hut 
one  of  them  be  had  received  an  answer.  And 
what,  sir,  ia  the  inference  t  Clearly,  he  pre- 
fiumcu,  that  the  interest  taken  in  the  question 
among  the  enlightened  merchants  of  New  York 
was  not  such  as  the  gentleman  had  declorol 
And,  whoa  you  are  informed  that  four-fifths  of 
tlie  importing  woollen  trade  in  our  own  ports, 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  there  is  an  obvi- 
ous reason  why  the  gentleman's  correspondents 
ore  indifferent  to  the  measures  which  are 
adopted  to  prevent  impositions  under  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  mode  the  extraordi- 
hary  assertion,  that  this  measure  ia  of  more 
importance  tlian  all  the  Tariff  of  1824.  What, 
sir,  is  a  bill,  affecting  at  most  the  duties  to  be 
collected  on  four  millions  of  woollen  goods,  to 
be  compared  with  the  great  system  by  which 
articles  yielding  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions, 
were  laid  under  new  and  increased  duties? 
Hie  gentleman  could  not  seriously  intend  such 
an  assertion.  A  chanco  of  duties  upon  almost 
the  whole  imports  of  a  country,  to  be  com- 

Sarod  with  a  diange  which  only  affected  the 
iw-prieod  broadcloths  and  kerseymeres  I 
Hr.  IIaiu  stated,  that  nothing  but  an  impe- 
rious sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  him  to 
submit  any  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the 
llouse.  We  are  now  discussing  tlie  propriety 
of  discharging  the  Committee  of  tlie  "Whole 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  this  bilL  Wo 
are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  its  merits  at 
this  session.  It  is  well  known  that  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  was  not  repre- 
sented upon  this  Soor  at  the  last  session  of 
OimgresB;  omsequently  bnainesB  of  much  in- 


terest  to  that  State  was  not  acted  upon.  No 
one  conceived  that  tiiis  measure  would  be  seri- 
ously agitated  at  this  session.   The  opinioa  itas 
prevfliled  fr<an.  one  extremity  oi  the  Unioa  to 
the  other,  that  this  Bession  would  be  acla- 
sively  devoted  to  business— boanesa  hereUifion 
presented  to  this  House,  and  which  had  not 
been  acted  upon  at  the  last  session.    So  far 
as  the  public  prints  are  any  evidence,  Ihey 
generally  indulgied  in  the  hope  that  no  subject 
would  arise  calculated  to  produce  excitement, 
and  iiave  a  tendency  to  consume  that  time  that 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  subjects  that  have  long 
slept  upon  your  table,  and  are  likely  to  share  a 
similar  bad  fortune,  if  this  hill  is  taken  ojl 
The  question  addresses  itself  to  this  House, 
whether  all  the  variety  of  bills  now  opon  your 
table  shall  yield  precedence  to  Has ;  whether 
measures  of  essential  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, dudl  He  OTer  another  aesrion,  to  give  con- 
sideration to  thia  bill;  whether  we  shall  be 
taken  by  surprise  and  forced  into  a  dtsenssion, 
without  informatitm.  from  the  Tnuaaj  De- 
partment, or  from  any  other  aonroe,  as  to  the 
effect  of  this  measure  upon  our  revenue— and 
without  being  fortified  with  information  frtan 
our  constituents.    Courtesy  should  dictate  to 
the  members  who  urge  this  measure,  that 
something  is  due  to  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try.  Bills  of  great  magnitude  are  yet  to  be 
acted  upon.   Sixty  or  seventr  private  bills  lie 
upon  your  table.   Mr,  H.  said  we  are  bound  to 
do  justice  to  individuals  who  have  waited  year 
after  year  for  the  settlement  of  their  just  de- 
mands agamst  the  Government,  so  long  witlt- 
held  from  them.   The  bill  for  tlie  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy;  the  appropriation  biDs; 
tlie  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  is  yet  to  be  acted  upon — 
a  measure  of  deep  interest  to  the  new  States— 
a  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  State  he 
(Mr.  U.)  represented   A  bill  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  public  lands,  r^ains  also 
yet  to  be  acted  upon — besides  other  measoree 
of  deep  interest  to  the  welfare  of  other  sec- 
tions of  country.   Mr.  H.  further  stated,  that 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  it  must  bo  apparent  to  I 
every  one,  that  this  measure,  if  taken  up,  ' 
would  consume  the  remainder      the  season. 
iSx,  H.  appealed  to  the  generonty  of  the 
House,  to  B«r  enlidtly  whether  other  sectioas 
of  conn^  should  not  be  heard  at  ^ia  seauon, 
upon  other  subjects  of  as  deep  interest  as  the 
one  now  proposed.   The  House,  s^d  Mr.  D.. 
ought  not  to  be  hurried  into  this  measure.  It 
is  not  called  for  by  the  expression  of  poblic 
opinion.   In  fact,  the  Southern  people  did  not 
dream  that  this  measnre  would  be  seriously 
ui^ed.   Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  stated  that  he 
was  fearful,  if  this  measure  was  taken  up,  the 
balance  of  this  session  wonld  be  consnmed  in 
debate ;  and  other  buraness  of  great  importance 
would  share  the  cold  neglect  it  met  with  at  the 
last  session — he,  therefore,  hoped  the  commit-  | 
tee  would  be  discharged  from  tlie  further  c<hi- 
riden^on  c^tho  satQect 
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Mr.  IfrroHsu,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  that 
the  fHends  of  the  bill  were  mmeceBBorily  pro- 
tracting the  debate.  The  Chair  had  stated  that 
die  real  qaestiou  before  the  House  was,  wheth- 
er the  biu  should  remain  with  the  committee, 
or  be  pat  to  the  Hoase  ?   The  enemies  of  the 
bill  had  sapported  the  discharge  of  the  com- 
mittee^ with  a  \'iew  to  its  final  postponement. 
If  that  qnestioa  were  pat,  the  House  would 
then  decide  on  its  course,  either  to  discnss  the 
bill  on  its  merits,  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  it. 
Snch  a  decision  would  relieve  the  public  mind 
from  its  anxioos  suspense,  and  prevent  those 
fatal  roeonlations  which  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  (Mr.  Caubbblbho)  had  yesterday 
anddpated.   Hr.  M.  mii  he  lutd  taken  differ- 
ent Ttewa  of  this  question  from  those  who 
agreed  with  hira  in  opinion.   His  oppodtion 
was  not  so  mnch  to  the  increase  of  the  duties 
on  woollens.    He  thanked  God  that,  exorbi- 
tant 03  they  were,  the  laboring  poor  could  pay 
them.    We  lived  in  a  land  where  snbsistence 
was  cheap  and  employment  abundant^  and 
where  every  industrious  man,  no  matter  what 
his  pursuit,  coiUd  supply  himself  with  the  com- 
forts of  life.    We  are  not  reduced  to  such  a 
state  of  wretched  impoverishment  as  that  in- 
dustry should  want  the  means  to  pay  revenue. 
But  his  objections  were  of  greater  importance, 
and  demanded  the  most  serioos  attention.  The 
bill  presented  two  prindples,  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  completely  alter  the  character  of 
onr  internal  and  external  policy.    In  one  of 
these  principles,  it  differed  from  the  Tariff  of 
1789,  of  1818,  and  of  1834.   They  taxed  the 
conaumor  in  proportion  to  the  Talue  and  quan- 
tity of  the  articles  whioh  he  consnmed.  He 
who  enjoyed  most  was  to  pay  moat.   This  was 
an  right.    It  operated  equidly  on  all  classes, 
and  left  each  at  liberty  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
duty  as  he  pleased,  or  could  afford.   But  the 
bill  proposes  the  reverse  of  this.   It  taxes  the 
poor  and  exempts  the  rich;  it  throws  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  duty  on  the  productive 
laborer,  while  those  who  enjoy  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  are  mere  drones  in  tlie  hive,  are 
relieved  from  its  exorbitancy.   This  was  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  taxation  and  sound 
poUcy.  If  it  was  right  with  r^ard  to  a  tax 
on  consnmption,  it  would  be  right  with  r^rd 
to  a  tax  on  property.   But,  is  the  House  pre- 
pared to  snv,  that  they  would  adopt  it  in  the 
assessment  of  direct  taxes?   Would  the  people 
Mbmit  to  an  imposition  of  the  kind  1  There 
they  could  see  and  feel  it.   They  could  com- 
pare what  they  paid  with  what  others  paid. 
Here  they  cannot.   But  the  bill  goes  further. 
It  affocts  our  foreign  relations,  and  makes  a 
direct  attack  on  commerce  and  navigation.  It 
»  admitted  that  the  duty  amounts  to  a  prohi- 
bition—to  an  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article 
wom  oar  mapkebi.   And  are  wo  prepared  to 
jeopardize  or  limit  those  great  interests  ?  Gen- 
uemen  had  sud  that  the  hill  was  intended 
J^«W  to  prevent  the  frauds  practised  under 
u>«  Tariff  of  1824.    It  was  no  such  thing. 
Vol.  IX— 86 
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This  was  a  mere  pretence.  It  inovased  the 
average  duty  from  33^  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent. 
The  manufacturers  hadpetitioned  for  an  in- 
crease to  80  per  cent.  They  wished  to  exclude 
all  foreign  competition — ^to  monopolize  tho 
home  markets.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  anxious 
that  the  House  should  proceed  to  a  deciave 
vote. 

WiDKEBDAT,  January  24.  , 

Deqf  and  Dumb  Atylum$. 
_  Mr.  WuBTS  moved  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
whioh  1^  had  passed  throngfa  a  Committee 
the  whole  House,  and  now  lay  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  prendled— ayes  69,  noes  68. 

The  Ohx&T  stated  the  question  pending,  to  be 
on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Wnrra, 
Delegate  from  Florida,  to  the  proviso  in  Uia 
bill,  the  efibct  of  which  was  to  require  that  tho 
land  granted  by  the  bill  to  these  institutions, 
instead  of  being  reserved  to  them  for  five 
years,  shonld  be  exposed  to  sale  by  the  Regis- 
ter and  Beceiver,  at  the  first  ensuing  sale  of 
public  land. 

Mr.  Wdbts  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  would,  on  reflection,  have  aban- 
doned his  amendment.  The  sitnation  of  these 
institutions  (h|  could  answer  at  least  for  tfiat 
in  Pennsylvania)  was  snch,  as  would  induce 
them  to  avul  thenudves  of  as  speedy  a  sale  as 
posdble  of  the  lands  which  might  be  granted 
them  without  incurring  an  entire  sacrifice.  He 
conld  not,  to  be  sure,  expect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  would  rely  on  this  assertion 
as  a  sufficient  guarantee.  That  gentleman  bad 
urged,  and  not  without  an  appearance  of  rea- 
son, that  there  were  two  grants  already  within 
the  limits  of  his  Territory,  the  lands  in  which 
were  withheld  from  market,  to  the  injury  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  But  this  ob- 
jection did  not  apply  to  other  Territories, 
which  were  much  more  extensive,  and  which 
afforded  ample  space  for  the  contemplated 
grant,  without  any  injury  whatever.  And,  If 
the  gentleman  would  so  modify  his  amendment 
as  to  make  it  apply  to  Florida  alone,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  not  oppose  the  amendment  in  that 
shap;.  He  expected  this  much  from  the  sin- 
centy  of  the  gentleman,  as  he  had  professed 
liimself  friendly  to  the  general  object  of  the 
bill,  and  opposed  only  to  its  operation  within 
his  own  Territory. 

Mr.  WniTK  replied,  that  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  general  measure,  provided  the 
interests  of  that  Territory  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  were  secured  from  injury. 
But  that  Territory  was  the  most  exposed  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States ;  and  although  it  con- 
tained mnch  land  of  the  first  quality,  yet,  it 
was  notorious  that  the  good  land  did  not  lie  in 
large  bodies,  bnt  was  scattered  through  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  connti?.  If  a  grant  to  tha 
amonnt  of  that  oontem^ated  in  the  shonld 
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be  withheld  irom  market  for  five  jeara,  it 
-would  be  productive  of  vetj  ii^orions  ooqso- 
qnences.    Oae  large  tract  had  already  been 

g -anted  within  that  TerriUny  to  Goieral  lat- 
jette,  and  another  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylom  of  Eentnckj.  If  the  United  States 
chose  to  proceed  in  this  course  of  legislalion, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say  any  thing  against  it. 
AH  he  wished  was,  snch  a  modification  of  the 
bill  as  should  fix  the  location  of  any  further 
grants  elsewhere  than  in  Florida,  The  people 
of  the  Territory  complained  very  hea^y  of 
what  had  already  been  done ;  and  he  eamestiy 
hoped  that  Government  would  not  continue  to 
multiply  these  emxta  among  them,  till  all  the 
good  land  which  remained  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Powell  inquired  of  the  Bel^^te,  the 
existing  value  of  lands  in  that  Territory,  and 
That  wonld  he  the  Talne  of  a  township,  u  now 
exposed  to  sale! 

Mi.  WniTB  replied,  that,  from  the  natnre  of 
the  country,  it  would  he  very  difficult  to  get 
an  entire  township  crai^ing  throughout  of 
good  land.  The  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  were 
at  from  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  to  five  dol- 
lars, and  portions  of  the  good  land  now  sold  as 
high  as  six  and  seven  dollars.  The  vulne  of  a 
township  would  depend  ttitirely  upon  where  it 
should  be  located. 

ID*.  GovAN  saw  no  reason  why  tlie  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  should  have  any 
preference  in  this  matter,  and  wished  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill ;  but  the  Ch^r  pro- 
nounced the  motion  out  of  order  nntil  the 
Boose  should  have  decided  nptm  that  now  be- 
fiire  it 

Ur.  'Whteb  modified  ISa  amendment  by  in- 
serting the  words  "  and  if  any  of  the  said  lands 
shall  he  located  in  the  Temtory  of  Florida, 
then,"&o. 

Ur.  HcOoT  Bud  that  the  desire  of  the  Dele- 
gate ftom  Florida  to  protect  his  own  Territory 
was  very  proper,  and,  if  the  bill  must  pass  at 
all,  he  tbonght  it  ought  to  pass  with  that 
amendment  ■  It  appeared  to  him,  however, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  fast 
getting  down  to  be  a  mere  corporation  for  local 
purposes.  If  he  were  not  opposed  to  this 
n'ant  in  every  shape,  he  should  move  to  amend 
uie  bill  by  substituting  "  a  sum  of  money  "  for 
"a  tract  of  land."  Names,  indeed,  might 
sometimes  change  things,  bnt  the  object  of 
these  petitioners,  and  of  the  biU,  was  money. 
But  where  conld  the  anthority  be  fotind,  which 
empowered  Congress  to  make  grants  of  money, 
or  of  land,  which  was  but  another  name  for 
money,  to  this  and  to  that  corporation,  or  to 
this  and  to  thid:  individual,  as  a  ^  i  If  this 
was  the  doctrine  maintained,  he  tliought  it 
would  he  a  saving  of  time  to  go  directly  into 
a  provision  for  all  the  poor  of  the  country,  and 
to  divide  among  them  at  once,  not  only  all  the 
public  lands,  but  all  the  money  in  the  TYeasory, 
and  not  to  be  preferring,  as  they  now  were, 
certain  favorite  corporations  before  others. 
Be  should  he  very  glad  if  the  Bome  ooold 


agree  to  dispense  with  the  bill  altogether — b^ 
if  they  could  not  do  this,  then  ho  daould  be  m 
&vor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentlesnaa  fna 
Florida. 

Ur.  OoNWAT,  the  Delwate  frvon  AxfcaBM 
Territory,  said  he  should  prefer  having  tha 
provision  made  general,  and  not  let  the  beneik 

of  the  amendment  be  confined  to  Florida  aloaa. 
If  the  House  should  reject  the  present  amesd- 
ment,  be  would  then  offer  another,  which  be 
had  pr^ared  with  this  view. 

Ur.  WcBTs  sfud,  although  he  had  no  ol^ee* 
tion  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemui  froo 
Florida,  as  now  modified,  yet  he  should  eef>> 
tainly  prefer  the  bill  without  any  amendmeat 
at  alL  and  he  should  rejoice  if  the  Hoosa 
should  reject  every  amenoment  which  ahered 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  assenting  to  the 
amendment  as  modified,  be  bad  been  floremed 
only  by  a  dedre  to  accommodate  the  Debate 
from  florida. 

Ur.  Wnm  said,  If  this  amendment  sboald 
not  prevail,  he  must  protest  against  the  bill 
altogether.  It  was  calculated  to  do  greet  in- 
justice to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  If  this 
policy  should  proceed,  (ul  the  best  lands  in  that 
country  would,  by  degrees,  he  covered  ■with 
grants  from  without;  the  lands  of  which 
would  not  be  sold  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
law,  but  would  bo  held  up  by  private  corpora- 
tions, and  companies.  'Why  must  this  partics- 
lar  Territory  be  selected  for  every  grant  of  this 
description  ?  The  inevitable  effect  of  this  eft- 
tem,  would  be  to  prolong  the  periods  during 
which  the  Territory  must  he  kept  in  Bervitadb 
He  asked  if  it  was  just;  if  it  was  Mr  to  pnr- 
soe  snch  s  oonrse  in  relation  to  one  parti<nilar 
Territory,  and  that  the  most  exposed  frontier 
in  the  Union  ?  To  the  south,  were  the  Semi- 
nole Indians — to  the  north,  the  Creek  tribes — 
on  the  east,  the  Atlantic — and  on  the  west,  the 
Gulf  of  Florida.  If  any  Territory  needs  to  he 
strengUiened  by  ^pulation,  this  Territory  had 
a  pre-eminent  claim.  But  if  grants  were  mul- 
tiplied upon  grants,  and  all  the  good  lands  were 
tied  up  in  the  hands  of  private  companies,  and 
literary  institutions,  when  would  it  be  peo- 
pled ?  and  when  would  it  ever  reach  the  privi- 
leges of  a  State  ?  Hr.  "W.  here  repeated  and 
insisted  on  the  arguments  he  had  before  orged. 
The  grant  to  the  Kentucky  Asylom  had  beoi 
prM^  in  the  Senate,  where  the  Territory  had 
no  B^iresentativo ;  and  thus  the  bill  hsd 
passed  mto  a  law.  The  grant  to  Lalayotte,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  seat  of  Gmeor 
ment  left  a  district  of  ax  miles  square  a  pev* 
feet  wilderness.  The  bill  proposes  to  pva 
twenty-four  thousand  acres.  To  take  that 
quantity  of  good  land  in  any  one  ^>ot  would 
completely  break  up  a  neighborhood,  and  hin- 
der its  settlement  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
He  presumed  that  it  might  be  panted  in  At- 
kansos,  or  Michigan^  witnout  a  like  injury. 

Ur.  YiNTON  insisted  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  would  be  not  to  keep  th^  lands 
o^ea  fbr  the  improvement  of  the  actual  aetUenh 
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Lat,  on.  the  ooatrar;^  to  throw  them  into  the 
hands  of  speonlatois,  who  would  withhold 
them  from  settlement  modi  longer  than  the 
time  contemplated  hy  tlie  bUL  The  amend- 
ment says  that  the  land  should  be  disposed  of 
by  Uie  Roister  and  Keoeirer  at  the  first  sale  of 
pnbHc  Una.    Now,  it  was  notoriooa  to  all  per- 
sons  acqoainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  public 
landa^  Utat  at  those  sales,  10,  20,  and  even  40 
times  as  much  land  was  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, as  was  aetually  sold.   The  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  offering  these  Uuids  at  soch  a  sale, 
must  be  their  entire  sacrifice.   They  were  lim- 
ited hy  no  minimum  price,  as  the  pablic  lands 
were.    They  were  not  sure  of  bringing  the 
dollar  and  a  quarter.   Thej  might  sell  for  ten 
cents  or  five  cents  an  acre,  should  no  more  be 
offered ;  and  the  persons  who  thus  purchased 
them  would  bold  them  back  from  settlement 
ffHT  purposes  of  speculation.  For  his  part,  he 
couU.  see  no  reason  why  the  grant  in  this  bill 
should  be  located  in  any  of  the  Territtnies. 
He  had  no  objeotlous  to  its  being  fixed  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  for  he  did  not  consider  it  as  at 
an  operating  to  keep  down  the  settlement  of 
the  country.    So  far  from  objecting  to  the 
allowanoe  of  five  years  for  the  sale,  hts  objec- 
tion, on  the  contrary,  was,  that  the  land  was 
obliged  to  be  sold  within  that  time.   All  per- 
sons acqmunted  with  the  dtate  of  oar  new 
lands,  knew  that,  in  the  oldest  districts,  oven 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  there  were  more  lands  in 
market  than  could  be  sold  in  thirty  years ;  he 
admitted  that  if,  in  the  natnral  progress  of  set- 
flonent,  the  lands  granted  were  likely  to  be 
taken  np  within  the  five  years,  the  argument 
iji  the  gentleman  from  Florida  would  apply. 
But  Buch  was  not  the  fact  The  progress  of 
settlement  was  for  fnm  being  so  rapid.  A 
compulsory  sale,  even  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
iniist  result  in  a  sncriSee.   But  gentlemen  hod 
every  security  against  unnecessary  delay.  The 
ihterest  of  these  institutions  would  induce  them 
to  make  sale  of  their  lands  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble; while,  BO  long  as  they  remained  unsold, 
they  were  subject  to  taxation,  and  were  only  a 
bniden  instead  of  a  benefit :  this  matter  had 
been  fully  tried  in  the  State  from  whence  he 
came.    Eeservotiona  had  there  been  granted 
tor  the  support  of  schools,  and  no  efforts  had 
XKcoeded  in  making  them  of  any  value  to  that 
^ ;  insomuch  that  the  State  had  applied  for 
leave  to  soU  them,  and  they  hod  actnuly  been 
KAd.  It  was  next  to  imposdble  to  rent  lands 
in  a  new  country.   No  man  would  consent  to 
settle  as  a  renter,  wlio  could,  by  a  little  labor, 
attain  the  fee  simple  of  the  soil.   The  instita- 
tions,  therefore,  would  be  glad  to  sell  their  lands 
M  soon  as  they  conM  obtain  a  reasonable  price. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WniTH,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Gov  AS  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  ppe- 
ciM  of  legislation;  but,  if  the  House  deter- 
jwned  to  go  into  this  system,  he  wished,  at 
^^t,  to  make  it  as  general  as  possible.  With 
itau  view,  he  (^etea  an  amendment,  the  ^bct 


[H.  or  R. 

of  which,  if  agreed  to^  would  be,  to  indude  in 
the  l>eneficial  provinons  of  this  act,  the  Lima> 
tic  Asylum  at  Oolnmlna,  in  South  OaroHna. 

Mr.  Babtlett  thereupon  offered  the  follow- 
ing amoadment  to  the  amendment  of  Ur. 
Got  an: 

"  And  to  such  literary  institutions  in  every  other 
State  in  the  Unioa  as  such  State  shall  direct." 

Mr.  Tatlok,  of  Vii^nia,  objected  to  the  lat- 
ter amendment,  because  it  went  to  include- 
States  which  had  already  received  their  town- 
ship  of  land. 

Ur.  Owen  said  he  was  opposed  to  tiiis  pol- 
icy ;  but  since  it  seemed  the  determination  of 
the  House  to  pursue  it,  he  thought  that  the 
some  proviuon  ought  to  be  made  for  all  insti- 
tutions of  this  character  which  already  existed, 
and  for  those  hereafter  to  be  Anmded;  for  if 
Congress  waited  tall  these  Seminaries  should 
actually  have  arisen  in  all  the  States,  the  good 
land  within  its  control  might,  by  this  time, 
have  all  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  "WpRTs  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Hew  Hampshire  was  founded 
on  the  ossnmption  that  the  grants  contemplated 
by  the  bill  were  for  the  Iwnefit  of  the  States 
within  which  the  institutions  happened  to  be 
located.  This  was  not  the  case ;  and  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bill  on  any  soch  principle. 
The  bill  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  as  States,  but 
of  an  unfortunate,  destitute,  and  helpless  por- 
tion of  the  commanity,  within  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  And  he  would  remind  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that,  for 
these  nnforbmate  beings  wltnin  the  six  New 
England  States,  (cme  of  which  he  represents,) 
ample  provirion  had  already  been  made,  by  a 

rt  similar  in  character  to  that  now  asked 
It  wonld  be  mere  folly  to  establish  insti- 
tutions of  this  description  in  each  State  of  this 
Union;  and  it  would  be  still  worse  to  make 
grants  where  there  are  no  institutions  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  he  apprehended  that  tixe  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  if  he  had  thoroughly  examined  and 
reflected  upon  the  subject.  In  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  tlioy  already  exist,  and  are  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  instruction  so  far  as 
th^  means  will  enable  them  to  do  it.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  New  York  had  made  pro- 
vision for  the  education  of  her  own  indigent 
deaf  and  dumb ;  but  it  was  to  the  honw  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  she  appropriated  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  this  laud- 
able and  beneficent  purpose.  Here,  then,  were 
institutions  already  in  existence,  and  through 
them  the  benefits  of  this  grant  would  be  ex- 
tensively diffused.  Bat  let  us  not  volunteer 
our  bounty  where  private  charity  has  done 
nothing  for  the  creation  of  on  institution.  Be- 
fore we  make  a  grant,  let  us  see  a  foundation 
laid — ^let  US  see  an  institution  in  full  operation. 
It  was  a  well-kuown  fact  to  those  who  hod  bad 
the  (^portonity  of  obtauing  ^aotioal  knowl- 
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edge  on  the  snliject,  that  private  benevolence 
must  conspire  with  the  pnblic  boonty,  in  order 
to  produce  a  beneficiu  resnlt.  Individuals, 
acting  from  humane  and  charitable  motives, 
must  give  their  time,  their  att«otion,  and  their 
labor,  to  tiie  ol;!^  otherwise  an  insUtotionfor 
the  edncation  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  could  not 
flonriah  anywhere ;  and  where  private  charity 
has  not  thus  been  already  at  work,  there  is 
scarcely  any  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be 
ealled  into  operation  by  our  bounty.  He  had 
said  that  ample  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
Edx  Eastern  States  for  the  education  of  this 
truly  unfortunate  class  of  the  community.  He 
would  show  this  fact,  and  not  ask  the  House 
to  take  it  for  granted.  A  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  institntion  in  Connecticut; 
and,  on  the  principle  on  which  bo  sustained 
tills  bill,  he  considered  that  grant  as  made,  not 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  within  those 
States.  Now,  what  was  the  number  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  within  thoM  States  I  It  conld  be  as- 
oert^ued  with  flometbing  like  certainty,  at  least 
with  all  the  precision  necessary  to  a  proper 
nnderstuiding  of  the  diUms  of  otiier  portions 
of  the  Union  to  a  similar  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bartlbtt  said  he  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman fhim  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wuirrs)  should 
have  thoQght  proper  to  declare,  so  unqualifi- 
edly, tliat  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
amendment  he  had  offered  was  folly — consum- 
mate folly.   [Mr.  WuRTS  explained.] 

Mr  B.  observed  that  it  gave  him  pleasure  to 
leam  from  the  gentleman,  that  there  was  an 
escape  from  the  judgment  be  had  supposed  was 

Eronounced,  inasmuch  as  an  opinion  from  so 
igh  an  authority  might  have  riven  to  his 
amendment  a  character  which  he  hoped  it 
might  not  deserve.  The  gentleman  hod  said, 
that  he  did  not  understand  the  subject  He 
oonfifflsed  that  he  had  not  expected,  at  that 
time,  that  the  attention  of  the  House  would 
have  been  called  to  it,  but  he  hoped  that  his 
understanding  of  his  own  proposition  would 
save  him  from  the  error  into  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  fallen  respecting  it.  The  gentle- 
man had  said  it  was  folly  to  propose  appropri- 
ations for  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
States  where  they  do  not  now  exist.  "What- 
ever, said  Mr.  B.,  may  be  the  character  of  such 
a  measure,  that  measure  is  not  mine.  He  pro- 
posed no  Buch  thing,  and  the  whole  course  of 
the  genUemaQ*8  remarkB  were  entirdy  adde 
from  the  snlgect.  His  proposition  was  not  to 

E've  to  such  institutions  only,  bat  to  literary 
stitntions  in  the  different  States.  And  if 
there  were  not  in  all  the  States  such  institu- 
tions to  receive  the  bounty,  it  was  time  there 
should  be.  Why  should  donations  be  made  to 
tlie  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  only  f 
Is  it  more  important  that  they  should  be  edu- 
cated than  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  possess 
the  faculties  of  speech  and  hearing  f  Are  they 
more  poor  f  They  are,  in  all  the  probabilities 
of  life,  the  ohildien  «f  as  aUe  parents  as  others. 


[jAjiDAxr,  18S7. 

But  we  are  told  the  example  of  this  charity 
bed  been  set.  We  have  given  to  the  instHs- 
tion  in  Connecticut  and  in  Kentucky.  There 
was  a  reason  for  extending  aid  to  the  instim- 
tion  in  Connecticut,  when  it  was  estahliiibed, 
which  does  not  now  apply.  This  system  of 
education  was  then  a  new  experiment  in  this 
country.  There  was  not  suffii^nt  confideiiea 
of  its  success  in  the  community  to  enable  indi- 
vidual effort  to  struggle  against  popular  prriii- 
dice.  The  Government  gave  its  aid-^t  baa 
succeeded — and  institutions,  by  private  enter- 
prise, upon  the  principles  of  other  institutions 
for  education,  have  since  been  established,  and 
are  successful.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  at  the  last 
sesnon,  we  made  a  like  grant  to  the  iostitotioB 
in  Kentucky.  He  remembered  the  passage  of 
that  bill,  and,  &om  his  own  impressions,  had  no 
doubt  that  many  were  influenced,  and  he 
thought  properly,  by  the  argument,  that  Gov- 
ernment had  aided  in  the  establishment  of  that 
kind  for  the  Atiantio  section  of  the  Unioii, 
while  the  extensive  region  west  of  tiie  Alk- 
ghany  was  unprovided  for.  It  was,  in  that 
view,  considercu  an  act  of  justice,  with  the  be- 
lief that  institutions  of  that  character  could 
hereafter  present  no  peculiar  claims  to  national 
patronage.  lie  felt  not  less  oompas^on  than 
others  for  the  unfortunate  beings  for  whose  in- 
struction such  institutions  are  intended.  And 
he  would  not  institute  a  comparison  at  tins 
time,  into  tlio  importance  of  educating  them, 
or  such  as  have  the  power  of  speech  and  hear^ 
ing ;  he  would  only  say,  that,  in  the  latter,  the 
community  have  at  least  as  deep  an  interest. 

Mr.  CoxwAT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Got  AX  would  not  be  adopted,  as 
the  territories  are  completely  excluded  from  its 
twnefit,  although  they  cerUdnly  had  as  just  a 
daim  as  any  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Babtlett.  Be  said  thai 
the  grant,  if  made,  will  be  applied  to  literary 
institutions  in  general ;  but  a  grant  to  different 
States  for  this  purpose  has  not  been  called  for. 
They  have  not  asked  it.  The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  for  two  institutions  actually  in  exist- 
ence— institutions  fully  organized,  and  in  ac- 
tive and  useful  operation.  A  lai^  class  of 
children,  unhappily  deprived  of  the  powers  of 
speech,  and  of  bearing,  are  in  a  course  of  train- 
ing, and  the  number  received  is  only  limited  by 
tiie  funds  provided  for  thor  support  There 
was  a  wide  difference  between  these  children 
and  paupers.  It  had  never  been  held  that  the 
States  were  under  any  obligation  to  educate 
their  de^  and  dumb.  But  it  had  always  been 
maintained  and  acknowledged  tiiat  they  were 
lH>und  to  support  their  own  poor.  The  latter 
provision,  however,  was  for  the  body  merrfy, 
whereas  the  noble  charity  to  be  aided  by  this 
bill  addressed  its  invaluable  benefits  to  the 
minds.  It  is  intellect  which  is  here  to  be  cher- 
ished and  developed— and  tiie  success  of  such 
an  attempt  in  r^pect  to  those  bom  deaf  and 
dumb,  conferred  a  Jost  elevi^n  where  it  was 
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made.     The  itiHtitatioos  of  this  kind  abroad 
were  some  of  tlie  most  distinguished,  both  in 
France  and  Kngland.   It  is  not,  by  any  means, 
proposed  to  provide  gratuitous  instruction  for 
tlie  children  of  tlie  ricii.  "When  they  are  received 
into  these  ecinitiaries,  they  are  always  received 
as  pay  scholars.   So  far  as  an  appeal  is  now 
uuiue  to  the  National  Government  it  is  made 
in  behulf  of  tbe  poor — for  those  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  the  cviu  of  poTertr,  have  superadded 
the  privation  of  speech  and  hearing.   So  sensi- 
ble bad  the  State  of  New  Tork  heea  of  the  im- 
portance of  providing  this  species  of  instruc- 
tion, than  an  appropriation  had  been  made  for 
educating  a  certain  number  of  these  unforto- 
nates  from  each  county  in  the  State.   But  so 
great  was  the  number  of  the  sufferers,  that  this 
provision,  though  liberal,  waa  insufficient.  Glen- 
tlemen  were  greatly  mistaken  if  they  supposed 
tliat  the  benefits  of  the  New  York  Institution 
wore  confined  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  that 
State  alone.    Its  scliolars  are  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  of  the  world.  Noue 
ore  rejected  wliom  the  means  of  the  institution 
will  olluw  it  to  receive.    Instltatlons  of  this 
kind  M'cre  certainly  among  the  most  charitable 
that  could  be  named.   Thej  (umed  at  intro- 
dncing  their  unfortunate  objects,  he  would  not 
say  to  a  higher  rank  in  the  scale  of  existence, 
but  to  existence  iLicIf.   Their  beneficence  wos 
not  local  or  paitial,  but  wide  and  general  as  the 
prcvalenoe  of  tliot  evil  whicli  it  souglit  to  re- 
lieve.  They  were  in  needy  circumstances,  and 
tlio  aid  l>cstowed  upon  them  would  go,  as  for 
as  practicable,  into  inime<liiito  operation.  But 
the  institutions  contemplated  in  the  amendment 
of  tlie  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  had 
presented  no  need — ^had  exhibited  no  treasury 
emptied  by  charity — nay,  some  of  them  might 
nut  yet  be  in  existence.   At  all  events,  they 
wore  asking  nothing  from  the  House.   It  was 
now  known  by  an  experience  of  thirty  years,  that 
the  views  advanced  by  tlie  delegate  mnn  Flor- 
ida were  not  correct   The  State  of  New  York 
had  made  the  some  experiment  as  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  She 
bad  made  reservations  for  the  bencHt  of  her 
literary  institutions,  and  that  mode  of  benefit- 
ing them  luul  proved,  in  practice,  utterly  ineffi- 
cient mid  useless.   Those  institutions  had  all 
applied  for  leave  to  sell  their  grants,  and  hod 
actually  sold  them.   They  had  proved  nothing 
bat  a  bill  of  expense  on  their  hands,  and  they 
were  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  as  soon  as  any 
reasonable  price  was  offered. 

Mr.  S£ab\'in  opposed  Mr.  Babtlkit's  amend- 
ment, as  wholly  departing  from  the  original 
objects  of  the  bill,  and  opening  an  entirely  new 
field  of  legiMhition.  If  it  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  give  to  each  State  a  township  of  land 
wr  general  purposes  of  edncotion,  let  the  meas- 
Dre  bo  brought  forward  in  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct form.  It  however,  he  was  not  mistaken, 
there  was  already  upon  the  table  a  bill  which  pro- 
posed to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
for  this  very  porpose.  When  tiiatbul  was  taken 
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up,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  would  be  pertinent.  Atpresentithad 
little  to  do  with  the  original  object  of  the  bill 
Besides,  if  any  such  general  distribution  was  to 
be  made,  it  ought  to  have  some  respect  to  the 
relative  population  of  the  States:  for  it  was 
not  reasonable  to  moke  the  same  donation  to 
the  large  States  and  to  the  small.  The  question 
was,  whether  the  House  would  do  any  thing 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb?  Connecticut  and  Een- 
tnoky  bad  already  rec^ved  its  lud,  and,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  latter  institution,  which  did 
honor  to  its  character,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  were  permitted  to 
share  in  its  benefits.  In  like  manner,  the  in- 
stitution at  New  York  did  not  confine  its  char^ 
ity  to  citizens  of  that  State,  but  threw  open  ita 
doors  to  all  the  world.  Mr.  H.  after  passing  a 
just  encomium  on  the  UberaUty  of  his  native 
State,  in  rooking  i^ropriations  in  ^ding  this 
charity,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope,  that 
all  amendments  would  be  rejected,  and  the  bill 
passed  as  at  first  reported. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  had  long  wished  to  see  the  object 
of  this  bill  bront^t  before  the  House,  and  he  re- 
gretted now  to  observe  that  it  had  found  oppose  rs 
on  all  udes  of  the  House ;  yet  if  he  had  been 
rightly  instructed,  a  grant  had  not  long  dnca 
been  made  for  similar  objects,  both  in  the  east, 
and  in  the  west.  He  asked  to  be  informed,  on 
what  ground  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  deny 
the  same  privilege  to  the  centre  of  the  Union. 
"Were  these  grants  wrong  ?  On  what  principle 
were  they  wrong?  Was  it  because  the  same 
grants  had  been  made  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States  t  If  tliere  was  any  thing  in  that 
objection  it  ought  to  have  prevailed,  but  it  did 
not  previul.  The  grants  were  made — they  were 
rightly  made.  These  institutions  commended 
diemselves  to  the  charities  of  every  man. 
Tliey  had  been  cherished — warmly  cherished, 
as  &r  as  private  munificenoe  could  austun 
them.  But  private  means  hod  proved  insntfi- 
cient.  And  what  do  these  institutions  now 
ask  ?  Is  it  that  a  benefit  may  be  conferred  ex- 
clusively on  New  York  or  Pennsylvania !  No, 
their  doors  are  tJuowa  wide  to  all,  and  what 
they  receive,  they  receive  only  that  it  may  be 
distributed  to  all  without  distinction.  It  is  out 
of  the  power  of  many  of  the  States  to  have  in* 
Btitutions  of  this  kind,  and  those  in  New  York 
ond  Pennsylvania  are  open  to  receive  the  pupils 
from  such  States.  Hove  not  they  then  a  right 
to  come  to  this  House,  and  say,  give  tlie  same  aid 
to  u3  as  you  have  given  to  similar  institutions 
in  the  east  and  in  the  west  I  IVhen  the  unfor- 
tunate deaf  and  dumb  from  our  neighboring 
State  of  Delaware  shall  come  to  the  histitution 
in  Philadelphia,  and  ask  to  be  received,  will 
you  obhge  oa  to  say  to  them — we  would  gladly 
receive  you,  but  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  I 
Why  is  this  amendment  now  presented  ?  la  it 
because  the  puMio  lands  are  at  some  day  to 
be  divided!  When  are  they  to  be  divided? 
Howt  To  whom t  For  what!  No  one  can 
t^  No  gentleman  on  the  floor  can  answer 
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the  inqaby.  The  object  of  the  amendment, 
then,  must  be,  to  destroy  the  bill  altogether ; 
SQch,  at  all  eveDta,  vill  be  its  inevitable  effect. 
Grants,  it  seems,  are  to  be  made  to  all  the 
States,  for  Literary  Institutions.  Literary  In- 
stitutions I  What  institations  are  they  t  HaTo 
they  asked  for  tbis  aid  ?  Who  has  authorized 
tii6  bringing  forward  this  amendment?  Who 
bos  rcqnirea  it  to  be  brou^t  forward  f  No- 
body. Sir,  I  tmst  that  these  institDtions  will 
be  suffered  to  stand  on  their  own  ap|pUcati<m. 
T^bej  have  accompanied  that  applicaaon  witii 
reasons  in  support  of  it.  We  ask  gentlemen  to 
meet  tiiose  reasons.  WiU  gentlemen  say,  we 
rehise  this  application^  because  we  won't  en- 
courage yon  f  Because  we  do  not  approve  yonr 
object?  Becanse  we  bare  no  power  to  help 
you?  Or,  because,  when  we  helped  others  in 
the  same  situatioo,  we  did  wrong?  Mr.  E. 
concluded  with  expressing  his  hope,  that  the 
amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  that  the 
HoQse  would  vote  on  the  naked  question  of 
making  a  grant  to  the  two  institutions  which 
bave  solicited  it. 

Ur.  Babtlrt  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
blU  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
the  following  instructions : 

"  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  wiUi  inatructlons  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  a  general  proviuon  for 
grants  of  land  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  which 
have  not  already  receircd  such  grants,  for  Uterary 
or  other  public  uutitutioos." 

This  motion  superseding  the  question  on  the 
amendment,  the  question  was  accwdingly  put 
upon  the  recommitment,  and  dedded  Inthe  af- 
firmative—ayes 76,  noes  62. 

Bo  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands. 


FsnuiT,  January  26. 

Peeif  and  Dumb  A$j/hinu. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Habkeix,  it  was 

Jieiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  boa  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  New  Tork  and  PeonsylTania  institutions 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  be  di- 
rected to  inqnire  into  the  propriety  of  so  ameadiog 
taid  bill,  as  tbti  the  same  win  give  to  the  Central 
Asylum  in  the  8tate  of  New  York  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  one-half  township  of 
land,  and  one-half  township  of  land  to  the  New 
Tork  City  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Scott,  Chairman 
of  the  Oominittee  on  the  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  Maxuoell  explained  the  resolution,  as  not 
being  inconsistent  with  that  passed  yesterday, 
recommitting  the  whole  subject  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institutions  to  the  Land  Committee. 

Mr,  Hoffman  added  a  few  words  of  further 
explanation,  stating  that  the  intention  of  the 
iflscdntion  waa  not  to  propose  any  new  grant  q{ 
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land,  but  as  there  were  two  in^tutaons  of  this 
kind  in  the  State  of  New  York,  it  merdy 
Bon^t  to  have  the  lands  intoidea  for  the  ob- 
ject|  in  that  State^  divided  between  them. 


Batcbdat,  January  37. 
Orant*  to  the  Quapaw  IndianM. 

lb.  Stboso,  from  the  Committee  on  PuMic 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
gnmts  of  land  made  by  the  treaty  of  the  isih 
of  November,  1824,  with  tlie  Qnq»a«r  bdians ; 
which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  observed  that  the  bill  appeared 
to  introduce  a  new  principle  and  a  new  instroc- 
tion  in  relation  to  Indian  reserves.  He  hoped 
its  passage  to  a  third  reading  would  not  be 
pressed  until  farther  time  had  been  allowed  to 
examine  its  proviMooa ;  and  with  that  view  be 
moved  to  layHt  for  the  present  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SrratNO  said  that  the  bill  mi|^t  no  doubt 
be  debated,  as  other  sulyects  were ;  bnt  he  was 
somewhat  afraid  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  lest  it 
might  not  he  brought  up  in  time  to  be 
acted  on.  The  trea^  made  with  the  Qnapaw 
tribe  of  Indians  contained  an  article  which  pro- 
vides that  certain  small  tracts  of  land,  amount- 
ing in  all,  to  about  a  thousand  acres,  (exceptii^ 
two  sections  granted  to  a  chief,)  shall  be  reserv- 
ed from  cession,  and  granted  to  certain  Indians 
by  name— and  the  question  had  arisen,  wheth- 
er it  was  the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
that  these  grants  should  be  in  fee,  or  that  they 
slionld  convey  only  a  life  estate.  In  other  trea- 
ties with  Indian  tribes,  when  similar  reserves 
were  made,  the  language  was  express  that  a 
life  estate  only  was  granted.  But,  in  Uie  pres- 
ent treaty,  no  anch  language  was  used,  and  tbe 
Commissioner,  Mr.  (Mttenden,  under  whose 
negotiation  the  treaty  had  been  made,  testifies 
that  the  understanding  and  intention  on  boA 
sides  was,  that  these  grants  should  be  in  fee. 
A  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pnl^o 
Lands  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  tbe  proper 
interpretation.  A  minority  held  the  otha 
opinion.  Tbe  committee  desiring  to  carry  the 
real  intent  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  had  report- 
ed a  bill  for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  this  ex- 
planation would  prove  sati^actOTy,  and  the  bill 
be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  was  not  hostile  to  tbe 
hill,  but  was  desirous  of  having  an  tnpportuzd^ 
to  compare  the  treaty  and  tiie  Uu  together. 
He  believed  he  was  correct  when  be  stated 
Commisnoner  of  the  General  Land  Office  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  majority  of  the  Lttad 
Committee.  It  apneared,  therefore,  that  thm 
was  a  question  in  toe  case.  The  bill  gives  cer- 
tain reserves  to  Indian  chiefs  in  fee.  Now,  ^ 
they  hold  of  tbe  United  States  as  citizens?  or 
did  they  hold  of  their  tribe  as  Indians  ?  He 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  laid  nptni 
the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  biU  was  ac- 
oordinglj  laid  on  the  tald& 
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UmtSAT,  January  29. 
(^uiAaaaw  and  Ohoetana  Indiant. 

Thd  Honse  remuned  the  coiudderatioii  of  the 
resolntion  moved  by  Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  on 
the  SS^  and  as  modified  at  the  so^estion  of 
Ur.  ViKTON,  on  the  26th  instaDt. 

Mr.  Pole  remarked  that  this  resolntion  had 
been  hud  on  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  on  his 
motion^  for  the  pnrpose  of  enabling  gentlemen 
to  look  into  the  doonments.  Ho  had  examined 
them,  and  did  not  himself  see  that  there  was 
any  necessi^  for  passing  snoh  a  resolntion; 
bnt,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  thoncht 
H  worthy  of  hia  attention  to  propose  snch  a 
c«Il,  he  supposed  it  was  not  merely  to  gratify 
his  cariosity,  bnt  that  he  mnst  have  some  ob- 
ject in  view  which  he  proposed  to  effect  by  it 
And  he  called  on  him  to  know  what  nse  he 
proposed  to  make  d  the  information  when  he 
had  obtained  it.  Was  it  intended  to  furnish 
■ay  Tuefiil  infonnation  on  any  snbiect  then 
pending,  and  hereafter  to  be  broocht  before 
the  Hoosel  If  ao,  it  wonld  seem  that  all  the 
instmctions  ever  given  to  Oommissioners  to 
negotiate  with  In^n  tribes,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Qovemment  down  to  the 
present  period,  were  equally  necessary.  "Why 
call  for  the  instmctions  given  in  this  case 
alone  t  IHd  the  gentleman  propose  to  predi- 
cate on  this  opinion,  when  received,  any  legis- 
lative proceeaings!  If  so,  when  the  Hoose 
was  inrormed  what  that  l^islative  proceeding 
was  intended  to  be,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  prop- 
er to  make  the  call.  If  neither  of  these  objects 
was  intended,  the  call  was  wholly  nseless.  The 
House  was  Wft  to  conjectore  what  the  gentle- 
mas's  oliJect  wasL  and  unless  he  informed  them, 
they  were  eallcd  on  to  act  on  his  resolution 
Tithont  the  necessary  information.  He  would 
briefly  state  tiie  facts  of  this  particular  case. 
Br  the  act  of  Oongresa,  approved  on  the  20th 
of  2foy  last,  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
pnrpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  holding 
treaties  with  the  Choctaw  and  Ohickasaw  tribes 
of  Indians,  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtuning  from 
them,  if  practicable,  cessions  of  their  lands. 
Three  distingoished  citizens  were  appointed 
Oommissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  n^otiate  with  uiem.  They  met  the 
Ltdiana  of  uose  two  nations  in  council,  and 
every  effort  made  to  obtain  cesaions  of  their, 
lands  resulted  in  a  total  failure.  The  Jonmal 
of  thdr  proceedings,  containing  all  their  com- 
munications with  the  Indians,  and  their  an- 
swers, in  retnm,  had  been  published,  and  were 
before  the  House.  If  he  had  understood  the 
remarks  of  the  gentieman,  made  to  the  Honse 
when  this  resolution  was  before  under  consid- 
eration, the  first  exception  which  he  had  taken 
totheprooeedings  of  the  Oommissioners  was,  that 
the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, only  authorized  them  to  treat  with  those 
tribes  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  cessions  of 
their  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
Bud  that  the  Comminioners  had  exceeded  their 
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authority,  by  attempting  to  obtain  all  their 
lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  Kivcr,  a  small 
and  very  inconsiderable  strip  of  which  it  turned 
out  lay  in  the  State  of  Alaoama;  and  the  seo- 
cond  exception  taken  was,  the  enormity  of  the 
price  offered  to  the  Ohoctaws  fbr  thcdr  coontry. 
Now,  a  general  and  satirfhotory  answer  to  both 
these  exceptions,  if  they  were  true,  would  be, 
Uiat  any  treaty  which  the  Commissioners  might 
have  made  with  either  of  those  tribes,  was 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
before  it  was  obligatory  on  the  Government, 
and,  even  if  ratifiM  by  the  constitutional  au- 
thority, this  Honse,  when  called  on  for  the 
necessary  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
would  have  had  a  negative  on  1^  by  revising  to 
grant  such  appropriations. 

But  were  the  exceptions  taken.  In  fact  true? 
The  first  rested  on  a  technical  oonstmction 
of  the  act  <rf^  Oongress,  anthoriring  treaties  to 
be  held,  and  not  In  the  evident  meaniiv  and 
intenU<m  of  that  act  The  olijeot  was  to  obtain 
the  Indian  country,  all  of  which  lay  in  the  State 
of  Misnssippi,  except  this  small  strip  in  Ala- 
bama, on  which  but  few,  if  any  of  the  Indians 
resided,  and  which  could  have  been  of  no  valne 
to  them,  if  tfaey  had  sold  all  the  balance  of  their 
country,  within  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It 
would,  therefore,  have  been  simple  in  the  In- 
dians to  have  rettuned  this  small  balance.  The 
Commissioners,  according  to  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  Congress,  proposed  to  treat  with  them 
for  the  whole  of  their  lands  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  including  this  balance.  As 
to  the  second  exception,  &e  gentleman  fh>m 
Ohio  estimates  the  price  of^«d  bj^  the  Com- 
misdoners  to  the  Chootaws  for  their  country, 
at  five  millions  of  dollars— Ihis,  he  says,  he  haa 
found  to  be  the  case,  "  upon  calculation ; "  yes, 
sir,  it  must  have  been  "  upon  calculation : "  for 
it  is  not  to  be  found  in  toe  propositions  made 
by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Indians.  Be  did 
not  know  by  what  system  of  arithmetic  the 
gentleman  had  arrived  at  hia  conclusion,  but 
one  thing  he  knew,  that  he  was  totally  mis- 
taken. Be  took  it  on  himself  to  say  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  one-fourth  of  that  sum.  The 
Commissioners  proposed  to  give  them  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  to  be  pud  in  annuities,  as  every 

fentleman  could  see,  by  turning  to  the  printed 
ocnments,  for  their  country,  consisting,  as  near 
as  an  estimate  oonld  be  made,  of  abont  &000,000 
of  acres,  which  wonld  have  been  worth  to  the 
United  States,  the  moment  the  treaty  had  been 
consummated,  and  they  eonld  have  brought  the 
lands  into  market,  four  or  five  times  the  price 
proposed  to  be  given  for  it  It  wonld  be  re- 
marked, that  the  blanket,  rifle,  gun,  ammuni- 
tion for  hunting  and  defence,  and  the  one  year's 
provision  to  each  warrior  who  should  remove 
to  the  west  of  Mississippi  River,  and  a  few  other 
small  articles,  were  provided  for,  by  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Chootaws  at  Doak's  Stand,  sev> 
en  yean  ago,  by  the  terma  of  which  a  partial 
exehange u  oooatoiea waa made.  And,tbete< 
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Ibre,  ^eae  items  oannot  be  properly  taken  Into 
the  estimate,  in  ascertaining  the  price  offered 
by  the  CommissioDera  in  their  late  attempt  to 
treat  with  them  for  their  lands.  He  hazarded 
nothing  In  saying,  that  the  price  offered  to  these 
tribes  for  their  lands  was  much  less,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  country,  than  that  given 
to  the  Creeks  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  by  the 
treaty  condaded  in  this  city  daring  the  last 
year.  And  yet,  the  gentleman,  although  here 
at  that  time,  bad  not,  so  far  as  he  had  leamedf 
OMiddered  the  price  paid  too  great 

Bnt,  it  had  been  tu^;ed,  that  the  Oonamisdon- 
«n  had  addressed  the  Indians  in  the  language 
of  threats  and  coercion;  that  they  had  not 
been  treated  as  a  free  people,  and  that  they  had 
been  told,  if  they  did  not  willingly  do  so,  they 
ahonld  be  compelled  to  surrender  their  country, 
and,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
anthorized  to  hold  sach  langaage,  it  was  insist- 
ed, the  other  day,  by  the  introducer  of  this  res- 
olution, and  his  colleague,  (Kr.  TmroN,)  on 
whose  motion  it  had  been  amended,  that  the 
instructions  under  which  they  acted  should  be 
obtained.  He  denied  the  fact,  that  any  such 
Im^age  calculated  to  intimi^it&  and  coerce 
the  Indians  to  the  complianoe  with  their  wish- 
ea,  had  been  used  by  uie  Commissioners ;  bnt 
that  they  had  addressed  them  by  arguments, 
and  attempted  to  convince  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  yielding  to  their  wishes,  in  ceding  to 
the  United  States  a  portion  of  their  lands ;  and, 
to  show  more  clearly  the  course  pursued  by 
them,  he  read  from  an  address  of  the  Commis- 
sioners  to  the  Chickasaw  uaticm  assembled  ui 
council,  as  follows : 

**  But  should  you  still  be  opposed  to  excfaanf^ng 
your  lands  here,  for  a  country  west  of  the  Misms- 
dppi,  your  father,  the  Preadent,  bos  directed  his 
eoronUsskmers  to  say  to  you,  thi^  the  interest  of  his 
white  children  makes  it  his  doty  to  call  upon  you 
to  sen  him  a  part  of  your  hnd.  Bis  white  chilt&en 
never  will  be  saUafied  until  they  have  a  commu* 
nicaUon  through  their  own  settlements  between 
the  dty  of  New  Orleans  and  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, la  the  late  war,  when  the  British  Invaded 
Loui^ana,  our  white  brothen  of  Kew  Orieans  and 
of  Natdiei  were  comp^ed  to  call  upon  their  broth- 
ers in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  to  defend  them. 
The  distance  wss  bo  great,  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  march  so  numerous,  that  the  country  of  the 
MiaeiBsippi  was,  for  a  long  time,  left  exposed;  our 
towns  would  luve  been  burnt,  our  property  plun- 
dered, and  our  country  lost,  but  for  the  timely  and 
miraculous  relief  by  our  brothers  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky.  They  encountered  every  difficulty  to 
l^re  security  to  our  southern  border.  Tlus  state  of 
tilings  must  not  a^n  occur.  The  vido  country 
between  Mlsuauppi  and  Tennessee  must  be  settled. 
Wo  must  have  men  near  at  hand  to  defend  our  sea- 
ports and  our  southern  white  brothers.  Tou  have 
more  land  than  you  can  use ;  your  white  brethren 
have  to  protect  and  defend  their  own,  and  the  coun- 
try of  their  red  brothers ;  they  have  to  deflay  all  the 
expenses  of  the  OovemmoBt  in  peace,  and  to  feed 
and  support  their  armies  in  time  of  war.  The  only 
advantage  the  Gorcmroent  derives  from  its  red 
children  is,  to  get,  occasionally,  some  of  their  lands, 


I  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price.  By  refuting  to  kO  ■ 
lands,  you  withhold  the  only  means  in  your  powergf 
contributing  to  the  support  and  prosperity  of  tlu 
Government  of  tlw  United  States.  Should  yoi  ob- 
stinately persist  in  this,  your  father,  the  Fteddeni, 
will  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  you  ooriit  moK 
willingly,  and  of  your  own  accord,  to  do.  Tob  >nit 
see  the  necesdty  of  edling  a  part  of  your  hodf,  m 
as  to  enable  us  to  cotmect  our  lower  and  upper  coco- 
tries.  If  our  Choctaw  brothers  will  act  towards  the 
Oovemment  with  that  litierality  which  we  bare  a 
ririit  to  expect,  we  shall  be  enabled,  with  what  «• 
calculate  on  getting  ftom  you,  to  aocomp&h  tUi 
most  desirable  object.  Tour  ftther,  the  PreadeM^ 
says  you  must  self  to  your  white  brothers,  that  put 
of  your  land  which  you  can  most  convemeotly  tfut 
and  which  their  necestities  compel  them  to  iun. 
It  is  not  proposed  by  your  father,  the  Preadent,  to 
take  any  portion  of  your  country,  without  gi™ 
you  ample  compensation.  He  would  not  dehsod 
you;  and  your  brothen,  the  commissionets,  wosld 
scorn  to  take  advantage  dther  of  your  weaknw  or 
your  necessities.  They  are  resolved  to  deal  &iriy 
and  honorably  with  you,  and  to  pay  a  full  and  Kmm 
value  for  your  lan^  In  money,  for  the  boicAt  rf 
the  whole  nation." 

Was  tins,  he  asked,  the  Ungtiaao  of  coerdo^ 
or  threats  (  Ko  gentleman  womd  Bay  it  wii 
But,  after  having  fuled  in  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  their  lands,  the  CommissoDeri 
learned  that  white  men  and  traders  in  tiie  iia> 
tioD,  who  had  profitaUe  utnationa  among  the 
Indians,  had,  and  were  exercbing,  a  powerful 
and  undue  influence  over  them,  to  preveot  a 
cession  of  their  lands  to  the  United  States.  Se- 
cret councils,  at  night,  were  held  to  effect  this 
object.   The  Commissioners,  in  the  jounial  of 
their  proceedings  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  state 
that,  '*at  a  prirato  council  of  the  naUon,  held 
in  the  night,  to  ascertain  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  the  proposals  which  had  been  msda 
to  them,  there  were  present  a  nnmber  of  white 
men,  among  whom  was  the  oontractor,  Kr. 
William  Easton,  when  Kr.  David  Kaokey,  hilf- 
breed,  attemptcxl  to  express  his  views  in  fkw 
of  a  cession,  Mr.  James  D.  McDonald  then  rose 
and  ohserved  that  Mr.  Mackey  wonld  not  be 
allowed  to  speak ;  and  Hr.  Mackey  was  sccord* 
ingly  silenced  by  the  order  of  the  counciL'' 
The  Commpsioners  having  discovered  tbia,  it 
became  necessary  to  undeceive  the  Indians,  if 
practicable,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  ^to- 
priety  of  ceding  to  the  United  Stat^apsrtif 
not  the  whole  of  their  cotmtry ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  the  address  of  the  16th  November, 
1S26,  to  which  exceptions  had  been  taken, 
delivered  to  the  Indiaiu,  coached  In  strong  ua 
energetic  terms  it  was  tme,  but  not  as  had  beat 
said,  in  the  language  of  coercion  and  thresta 
The  Commissioners,  therefore,  so  far  from 
iting  the  slightest  imputation  of  censure,  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  country,  for  their  pe^ 
severing  and  zealous  endeavors  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  said  that  it  was  not  his  intai* 
tion  to  object  to  the  object  proposed  to  be  st* 
tained  by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  &oa 
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Oliio.  He  wished  to  see  these  InstractioD^  bat 
there  was  much  in  the  resdation  which  he 
could  not  approve.  The  answerlDg  of  the  call 
was  Idt  discretionary  with  the  Executive,  how 
fitr  the  call  was  to  be  answered.  He  cuuld  not 
see  how  the  disclo^ng  of  these  instractioos  was 
liiely  to  affect  ^e  public  service.  The  coll, 
moreover,  was  directed  to  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States.  The  usual  course  in  these  cases 
vas  to  direct  the  call  to  ^e  Secretary  of  War. 
Bat  another  part  of  the  resolution  was  still 
more  objectionable.  It  first  calls  for  a  copy  of 
the  instmotions,  and  then  it  calls  upon  the 
President  to  say,  whether  the  language  profess- 
edly nnder  those  instrnetions,  was  authorized 
by  him.  Sorely  the  House,  when  it  got  the  in- 
stmctions,  would  be  able  to  jadgej  for  itself, 
whether  it  did  or  did  not  authorize  the  langnage 
employed.  It  seemed  rather  eztraordinu^  to 
call  upon  tiie  Pre^dent  first  to  disclose  the 
instructions,  and  then  to  decide  upon  the 
ctmstmcticm  of  the  terms  contained  in  them. 
There  was  something  wrong  in  the  whole  man- 
ner of  conducting  uiis  business.  The  House 
was  asked  to  m^e  a  mountain  of  a  molehill, 
and  to  iovestigate  tlie  eircumatancea  of  an  In- 
dian talk,  as  if  the  country  had  been  conducting 
a  diplomatic  negotiation  with  some  important 
foreign  power.  Indian  treaties  used  formerly 
to  be  conducted  by  talks  held  by  the  Commia- 
BioBcrs  of  the  United  States  and  tlie  Indian 
Ohiefs;  the  result  of  which,  on  both  sides,  was 
snbmitted  to  the  Senate.  An  imi)roTemcnt,  of 
late  years^  had  been  introduced,  uad  the  matter 
was  now  treated  diplomatically.  Formal  dip- 
lomaUe  notes  were  addressed  to  these  Indian 
tribes,  scarcely  one  of  whom  could  read,  and  as 
forma]  diplomatic  answers  were  returned,  al- 
tfaoogh  none  of  thera  could  write.   This  was 

Jwja  a  modem  improvement,  being,  as  lie  be- 
ored,  of  about  lire  years'  standing.  For  hia 
part,  he  had  no  idea  of  giving  countenance  to 
any  sneh  mode  of  procedure.  He  knew  that 
an  idea  was  vety  prevalent,  and  was  g^ning 
gronnd  in  the  United  States,  that  the  inter- 
course of  the  Government  with  the  Indian 
tribes  ought  to  be  placed  on  an  entirely  now 
footing.  Sir,  asked  Mr.  F.,  what  ore  tlicy? 
Are  they  nations  independent  of  the  United 
States,  or  are  tliey  not  tiie  subjects  of  our  will, 
and  under  oar  control — the  proper  subieots  of 
legiidalive  enactment  in  any  manner  that  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  might  demand? 
Has  this  Government  ever  legislated  fur  them 
as  individuals!  Or,  have  they  not  ever  been 
treated  as  dependent  tribes!  They  are  so. 
They  must  be  treated  so,  and  havo  been  so 
trwied  with  undoviating  rigor,  from  the  very 
commencement  of  this  Government.  Under  this 
impression  he  would  now  offer  an  amendment, 
calculated  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  and 
which,  at  the  same  time,  would  avoid  giving  ta 
this  Bubjeot  an  importance  which  did  not  belong 
to  it  lit,  F.  here  offered  tho  fdlowbg  amend- 
ninit: 

"  That  the  Secietary  of  War  be  direoted  to  tnns- 


[U.  OF  B. 

mft  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  given 
to  the  commissioners  and  agents  of  tho  United 
States  under  the  act  of  the  2uth  Hay,  182n,  to 
enable  the  Freadent  of  the  United  States  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations 
of  Indiana." 

lb.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  observed,  ho  thought 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  the 
resolution,  had  been  fully  stated  and  explaiued, 
when  it  was  first  considered  by  the  Uonse.  Ho 
had  tJien  stated  that  he  l>elievcd  abuses  did  ex- 
ist; and  he  would  now  say  that  h^  believed  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  into  effect  a 
policy  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  which  he 
hoped  would,  when  discussed,  meet  tho  decided 
reprobation  of  this  House  and  the  nation.  If 
the  Commissioners  have  used  language  to  the 
Indians  not  authorized  by  their  instructions, 
thej  shonld  be  held  re^>ousible.  But  he  wiiih- 
ed  to  know  whether  this  policy  and  the  conr^e 
porsned  in  these  negotiations,  did  not  originate 
with  the  Fxeontive  or  the  Department  nnder 
which  the  Commissioners  acted.  Nothing  more 
may  have  been  done  in  this  case  than  in  many 
others ;  but  the  number  of  instances  can  be  no 
justification  for  contiouing  to  do  wrong.  He 
did  not  wish  (Mr.  W.  said)  to  convey  any 
charge  or  iinputations  against  the  clinracter  or 
intentions  of  tho  Commissioners.  He  stated 
this  explicitly  before.  The  gentlcimm  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk)  has  told  us  that  these 
Commissioners  were  influenced  by  their  groat 
zeal  to  advance  the  public  interest,  and  what 
tliey  believed  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment This  zeal,  however  laudable,  may  have 
led  the  Commissioners,  and  tlte  Department 
too,  into  an  error.  We  have  (said  Mr.  W.) 
been  informed  that  three  or  four  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  expended  by  one  of  the  agents 
to  advance  this  scheme,  which  he  believed  (and 
perhaps  on  the  information  of  the  Department) 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  in  the 

Eromotion  of  a  measure  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
oped  never  would  be  sanctioned.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  says,  he  must  have  been 
mistaken  in  his  calculations,  when  he  (Mr.  W.) 
informed  the  House  that  the  amotmt  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  be  ^ven  to  the  In- 
dians was  not  less  than  five  millions  of  dollars, 
lie  could  assure  that  gentleman  tliat  the  calcu* 
lation  was  made  upon  the  documents  and  esti- 
mates presented  to  ns  by  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment. And  if  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  mat- 
ter, they  will  find  that  he  had  not  overrated 
the  amount ;  and  ho  might  add  that  tho  ex- 
pense of  the  grand  scheme  in  which  the  De- 
partment of  Indian  Affairs  had  been  pro(,'res3- 
ing,  woidd,  if  carried  into  effect,  cost  the  nation 
little  less  than  twenty  millions.  Tlic  whole 
number  of  Indians  in  the  Chicka«aw  and  Clioc- 
taw  nations,  are  stated,  in  a  duoumont  which 
he  had  before  him,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  2-i,ti25. 
The  expense  of  removing  thom  is  ePtiraatcd  at 
$80enrli;  tlie  cost  of  famishing  each  warrior 
with  a  rifle,  blanket,  and  ammunition,  and  the 
adcUtijDnal  articles  proposed  by  the  Cuiumia- 
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sionera  to  be  given  to  others,  with  provisions 
foe  the  Bupport  of  the  whole  nation  for  one 
year,  would  not  be  less  than  |60  for  each  indi- 
viduaL  Those  items  wonid  anionnt  to  $1,970.- 
000.  The  som  offered  for  the  Ghootaw  lands 
was  one  million,  in  addition  to  the  pay  pro- 
posed to  be  given  for  all  their  improvements, 
which  must  be  very  considerable,  as  many  of 
them  are  stated  to  have  good  houses  and  valua- 
ble farms.  If  these  are  added,  and  the  soms  to 
be  paid  for  the  land  of  the  Ghickosaws,  and  to 
pnrchase  another  territory  for  them,  are  taken 
into  the  acconnt,  he  presmned  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  find  that  he  had  not  been 
mistaken  in  the  statement  he  had  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr,  Fobstth) 
had  said  that  the  resolution  is  unusual  and  extra- 
ordinary in  its  character ;  that  the  inqniry  should 
be  directed  to  the  Becretary  of  War,  and  not  to 
the  President,  as  it  would  otherwise  be  giving 
too  much  importance  to  these  negotiations; 
and  as  no  person  coald  sappose  any  injnry 
would  result  to  the  public  by  the  publication  of 
the  instructions  given  to  the  Commissioners. 
In  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  might  refer  to 
tlie  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Hailb,)  who  urged,  that  the  public  inter- 
est might  be  injured  by  the  publication  of  the 
instrnctions.  It  was  to  prevent  any  objections 
of  this  kind,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  gentle- 
men who  supposed  there  might  be  an  impro- 
priety in  making  the  call  without  tliis  reserva- 
tion, that  he  had  given  this  direction  to  the 
resolntion.  It  has  been  alleged,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  these  Indians  are  entirely  illiterate,  and  that 
scarcely  one  of  them  can  write.  He  knew  one 
of  the  individuals  whose  names  appear  in  these 
documents,  who  was  a  man  of  intelligence,  and 
be  was  pleased  to  find  that,  in  these  communica- 
tions and  argnments,  the  Indians  had  elevated 
themselves  far  above  the  reasoning  of  our  Com- 
missioners. He  was  glad,  said  Mr.  W.,  tliat  the 
practice  of  conducting  our  negotiations  by  writ- 
ten notes,  of  which  the  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia appears  to  compltun,  has  been  introduced. 
It  enables  us  to  judge  more  correctly  of  the 
character  of  the  negotiations;  and  to  know 
better  the  course  pursued  in  ctHidactii^  them. 
In  this  instance,  the  CommiBsioners  complain 
that  the  Indians  had  determined  not  to  allow  a 
voluntary  expression  of  opinion,  or  a  fair  de- 
cision to  be  made  iu  r^ard  to  their  proposals. 
The  Indians  in  answer  say,  "  a  resolution,  it  is 
trite,  was  entered  into,  that,  if  any  man  should 
80  for  fot^t  his  duty  as  to  accept  money  as  a 
bribe  to  sell  his  country,  he  should  suflTcr  a  se- 
vere penalty.  But  this  measure,  whether  ne- 
cessary or  not,  was  not  unjustifiable.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  perhaps,  called  for  it." 
These  individuals,  however  illiterate,  have 
proved  to  us  that  they  conld  not  be  bribed  by 
any  inducement  to  sell  their  conntry.  They 
are  entitled  to  our  respect.  He  wished  the  res- 
olutions, for  the  reasons  be  had  Btatod,  might  be 
permitted  to  pass. 


[Junuucr,  16SI. 

[At  this  point,  1^  further  disousnon  of  the 
resolution  was  arrested  by  the  BwMker—^ 
hour  appropriated  to  resuntioiu  lumng  ex- 
pired.] 


Tdesdat,  January  30. 
Chiehatmo  and  Choctaw  Indians, 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideratioB 
of  the  resolution  hoetofore  moved  by  Mr. 
Woods,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  no  ^fpo- 
sition  to  prolong  the  discussion  on  the  resoto- 
tion  introduced  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Woods.) 
which  had  already  taken  a  very  wide  and  uni- 
versnl  range.   He  was  satisfied  for  himself^  and 
he  thought  the  House  voold  concur  with  bin 
in  opinion,  that  the  infbrmation  called  fir  by 
tbo  resolution,  ocmld  be  ttf  no  service  wbatefs 
when  obtdned,  ^ther  to  his  colleague,  to  tUi 
House,  or  to  the  nation.  If  this  treaty  with 
the  Indians  had  been  successful  and  we  w«e 
about  to  be  called  nptm  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject,  then,  indeed,  there  might  be  some  na- 
son  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolntioa ;  bnt  the 
efforts  of  these  Commisraoners  have  been  iatt- 
fectnal,  and  he  conld  not  conceive  any  possibla 
benefit  that  conld  resnlt  from  the  infonnatioD 
desired  by  the  resolution.   His  colleague  hsd, 
on  the  day  on  which  he  introduced  his  propo* 
sition,  by  some  remarks,  seemed  to  cast  censure  i 
upon  those  distinguished  indiWduals  who  ac^  ' 
as  agents  or  Commissioners  of  the  Government;  | 
hot,  in  his  remarks  on  yest^day,  he  bad  ezc^ 
pated  the  Oommissioners  at  the  expense  of  tbs 
Executive.  Sir,  my  colleague  must  know  that, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  ease,  the  insmc- 
tions  given  on  tliis  occasion  by  the  Exeentivi^ 
were  general,  as  they  are  in  ail  such  cases. 
The  Coramissioners  were  authoiized  to  hold  a 
treaty  for  a  certain  specified  purpose,  and  vest-  | 
ed  with  a  discretionary  power  as  to  the  nuumer 
of  conducting  that  treaty.   Mr.  McL.  said  he 
had  examined  the  documents  referred  to  by  hii 
colleague,  in  which  it  hod  been  asserted,  tm^eala  ' 
were  contained,  which  had  beim  made  by  those 
Commissioners  towards  the  Indians,  in  order 
to  coerce  them  into  measures,  but  be  could  not 
discover  any  language  used,  other  than  had 
been  customary  on  all  such  oceariona,  fron 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  He  andba 
should  not  have  rose  to  say  a  word  on  tbis  nV 
joct,  had  it  not  been  for  some  remarks  which 
had  on  yesterday  fell  from  his  colleague  {Mr. 
Woods)  in  relation  to  a  recent  ezpenmture  of 
some  three  or  four  thousand  doDva  by  an  In- 
dian agent,  in  his  own  inunediate  neighborhood, 
to  aid  some  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio  to  emigrate 
to  the  west  of  the  IGssissippi,  which  his  cd- 
league  had  said,  if  authorized  by  the  Executive^ 
he  trusted  would  not  be  sanctioned  by  thii 
House.   He  advised  lus  oolleegoe  to  examine  . 
into  the  documents  in  relation  to  this  suhjec^ 
before  he  oensoree  an  Agmt  <^  the  Qoremnat, 
or  the  course  oi  oonduet  of  <ai6  who  stands  M 
lugb,  and  deaarredly  ao^  in  pttblio  estunatiw, 
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as  does  the  ffeotleman  to  whom  he  alludes.  He 
Baid  it  would  be  found,  that,  hy  a  Bolemn  treaty 
heJd  some  time  since  with  the  Bhawnee  nation 
of  IndianB  residing  in  MlBSonn,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  stipnlated  to  procnre  for  them  a 
tract  of  conntry  west  of  the  tfisnssippi,  for  and 
in  cfmsideratioa  of  certain  lands  by  than  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  United  States 
should  ftarni^  them  with  the  means  neoeaeai^ 
to  enable  them  to  nmOTd  to  their  new  tem- 
twj.  la  that  trealtft  a  spedal  reference  is  had 
to  that  part  of  the  same  nation  of  Indians  then 
residing  in  Ohio,  who  might  be  disposed  to  em- 
igrate to  the  same  territory  with,  or  to  their 
friends.  Tbb  treaty  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Senate,  and  this  House  had  approved  it 
also,  by  making  M)propriations  to  carry  it  into 
effect  He  denied  that  the  Executive,  or  any 
of  the  Agents  of  the  Oovemment,  had,  in  thu 
matter,  transceiided  their  authority. 

Mr.  Hatle  said  that,  since  offering  the  re- 
marks which  he  had  formerly  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  he  had  been  inaooed, 
upon  reflection,  to  permit  the  resolution  to 
pass;  not  beoause  he  believed  that  the  infor- 
mation when  obtained,  would  be  of  any  use, 
but  to  satisfy  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
the  resolution,  and  to  prevent  any  opportunity 
for  casting  imputations  upon  the  Oommianon- 
ere.  The  gentleman,  though  often  called  upon, 
had  not  yet  informed  the  House  what  use  he 
intended  to  moke  of  the  information,  when  it 
shoold  be  obtained.   Did  he  wish  it  for  the 
parpose  of  indireotiy  throwing  blame  upon  the 
uecQtive!     Was  it  to  make  the  President 
parties  criminis  in  the  threats  which  he  pro- 
tended these  Cktmmisaionors  had  uttered?  Or 
vas  it  for  the  purpose  of  implioating  the  con- 
doet  and  character  of  the  Oommisdoners  them- 
wlveaf  He  shonld  be  sony  to  tiiink  thi^  the 
gentleman  meant  in^ectiy  to  oensnre  tiiose 
highly  distingnisbed  men,  for  their  patriotic 
act  ia  endeavoring  to  effect  this  treaty.  Those 
gentlemen  hod  b^n  the  orfoaa  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  that  negotiation,  aoa  were,  necessarily, 
clothed  with  discretionary  power  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  beneficial  object  they  had  in 
view.   The  gentieman  had  said,  that,  in  fulfill- 
ing their  tnut,  they  had  employed  language  of 
an  improper  kind,  and  had  urged  a  policy  which 
iras  not  sanctioned  by  thb  nation  or  its  Gov- 
Wnment  But,  tiie  policy  which  these  gentiemen 
bad  endeavored  to  promote,  was  no  other  than 
tiiat  which  had  been  recommended  successively 
^Hr.  Monroe,  Ur.  Oalhoan,  and  Mr.  Barbour. 
He  ooold  gee  no  ol^ect  in  introduolBg  the  reao- 
tetioa,  unless  it  were  intended  to  emburaas  a 
bill  now  pending,  for  the  gradoal  removal  of 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.   What  was 
It  the  gentlemaa  wished  ?   Or  why  did  he  seek 
to  defeat  that  bill !   Was  it  possible  he  could 
desire  that  the  Indian  tribes  shoold  remsUi  for 
to  indefinite  period  within  the  chartered  lindts 
w  any  <^tbe  States,  and  should  be  maintained 
»ere  at  the  expense  of  the  States?  Could  the 
BonQemaa  wish  to  throw  obstaoks  in  the  w^y 
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of  their  removal,  when  their  oontinnance  where 
they  were  must  only  tend  to  thdr  iB|{ury  and 
destruction! 

Mr.  OocKX  «ttd  he  had  risen  to  move  that 
this  resolution  be  l^d  upon  the  taUe,  never  to 
be  taken  up  again. 

B^g  informed  by  the  Ohair  that  a  gentle* 
man  mm  Fenmylvania  had  the  floor  oefore 
he  rose,  lb*.  0.  took  his  seat :  whereupon, 

Mr.  JfoisB  said,  tiiat  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee  had  but  antidpated  his  own  inten- 
tion ;  and  he  now  moved  tnat  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  taUe. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division, 
and  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Woods  was  laid  on 
the  table  aooordingly. 


MosTDAT,  February  S. 
The  United  3tate»  and  Qeorgia. 

A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
his  private  Secretory.  (See  Senate  debate  of 
this  day  for  a  copy  of  the  Message.) 

Mr.  FoBBTtB  moved  the  rennrenoe  of  this 
oommimioation  to  a  Ckmunittee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  "Ba  swd  that 
he  rejoioed  that,  at  length,  the  strange  oircam< 
stances  of  this  case  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  in  suoh  a  form  as  to  compel  the  render- 
ing of  a  solemn  decision  between  the  Executive 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  it  was  colled 
for,  at  this  time — not  by  them,  for  they  had 
been  demanding  it  for  years  past-— but  that  now 
the  call  came  m>m  the  Executive.  He  could 
not,  however,  as  a  Bepresentative  of  Geoi^a, 
consent  to  sit,  and  i^oietiy  hear  the  charges 
brought  forward  in  this  communication  against 
the  authorities  of  that  State.  The^  had  done 
nothing  whldi  violated  the  constatution  of  their 
country.  He  would  si^  this  in  the  fiu»  of  the 
Executive. 

[Here  some  member  called  Mr.  Fobsttb  to 
order,  but  the  Speaker  decided  that  he  was  not 
out  of  order.] 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  also  to* 
joiced  to  perceive,  that  the  Ohief  Magistrate  in 
the  execution  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty,  had  not,  this  time,  mode  his  ^peol  to 
mihtary  force.  He  denied,  however,  the  ex- 
istence of  any  conatitational  authority  to  em- 
ploy suoh  force,  either  in  the  present  case,  or 
m  any  other  which  had  occurred  within  that 
State ;  and  he  n^oiced  to  see  that  the  Execu- 
tive had  BOW  thought  proper  to  resort  to  the 
civil  authority.  Mr.  F.  here  denied  that  the 
Governor  of  Geor^  was  guilty  of  transcending 
tite  authority  vested  in  him  by  law.  He  acted  un- 
der the  sovereignty  of  his  State,  and  had  exer- 
cised only  that  discretionary  power  which  was 
vested  in  him  by  her  laws.  He  had  acted  un- 
der rights  exercised  in  every  part  of  the  Union, 
9xA  miich  had  never  been  reinsted,  except  in 
the  case  of  Georgia  alone. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  it  would  be  easy  to  dilate  on 
thiasot^ect;  but  he  perodved  that  there  exist- 
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ed  in  repect  to  it  some  seiuibility  in  the  Hoase, 
and  bo  would  forbear. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Virpnia,  inquired  whether 
the  (rentleman  from  Georgia  anticipated  any 
legislation  in  reference  to  the  commanioation 
juft  received  !  And  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  ext>edtent  to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  Stand* 
ing  Oommittees  of  the  Honse,  rather  than  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  I 

Ut.  Forstth  replied,  that  mnce  the  inqnirj 
had  been  so  direcuy  pnt,  he  would  frankly  re- 
ply, that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  I^slation : 
and  he  insisted  that  no  legislation  in  the  case 
conld  l>e  necessary  or  proper.  He  considered 
the  Execative  aa  asking  the  opinion  of  this 
Hoose  in  relation  to  certain  rights  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  If  the  opinion  of  tiie  Uoose  should 
be  in  amrmance  of  those  right<t,  no  other  act, 
than  a  declaration  of  such  opinion,  need  ensue. 
Very  false  impressions  were  entertained  on  this 
matter.  It  was  only  for  the  United  States  to 
will,  and  her  will  would  he  instantly  obeyed. 
There  was  nothing  to  bo  apprehended  if  the 
General  Government  did  not  interfere,  and, 
under  the  semblance  of  protection,  stimulate 
the  Indians  to  a  resistance  of  the  antliority  of 
the  State.  All  the  difficulties  which  had  exist- 
ed from  the  beginning  of  this  business,  had 
been  created  by  tliis  interference.  Those  un- 
fortunate beings  would  long  since  have  done 
tiieir  duty  to  the  country,  and  to  tliemselves, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  base  interference  of 
infamous  white  men,  who  exercised  an  influence 
over  tliem.  Was  it  not  sufficient  to  refer  to 
the  scene  which  had  taken  place  at  this  very 
spot  during  the  last  Winter — to  tlie  hose  and 
infamous  conduct  of  those  who  came  with  the 
Indians,  under  the  pretence  of  protecting  them  ? 
There  could  be  no  need  of  any  farther  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  If  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians had  been  violated,  existing  laws  provided 
an  ample  remedy,  and  mo  courts  of  the  United 
States  were  open  to  them. 

Kr.  Wbbstcr  sud,  on  rimng,  that  he  was  not 
much  concerned  what  course  this  commnnica- 
tion  should  take,  or  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  one  committee  or  another ;  but  he  was 
not  contented  that  it  should  be  supposed, 
either  liero  or  elsewhere,  that  there  existed  an 
entire  unanimity  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  on  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  mnst  know  that  there  were  two 
sides  to  this  question  between  Georgia  and  the 
United  States;  and  he  would  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  that  there  existed  two  opin- 
ions also,  not  only  on  that  question,  but  on  the 
conduct  which  that  gentleman  had  designated 
as  *'  base  and  infamous." 

Thi^  Ur.  W.  said,  was  strong  language,  but 
it  was  not  ai^fument.  The  gentleman  had  told 
the  House  that  nothing  h^  prevented  every 
thing  going  right  in  Geor^a  but  the  interference 
of  the  General  Government.  The  gentleman 
denounced  such  interference,  saying  in  eflfect, 
"hands  off  for  the  present:  leave  the  Indians 
to  the  lemedy  of  Uie  coarta."  But^  Mr.  yf. 
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said,  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if  tbefe 
were  rights  of  the  Indians  which  the  United 
States  were  bound  to  protect,  that  there  wert 
those  in  the  Honse  and  in  the  country  who 
would  take  tiieir  part  If  we  have  bound 
ourselve*  by  any  treaty  to  do  certain  things, 
we  must  fiilfil  such  obligations.  High  words 
will  not  terrify  ns — ^loud  declami^on  wiU  not 
deter  us  from  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  For 
myself,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  right  of  the  parties  ia 
this  qoestioD  shall  be  ftally  and  foirly  exanuaed, 
and  none  of  them  with  more  calmnesa  than  ths 
rights  of  Geoi^gia.  In  my  own  coarse  in  iJm 
matter,  I  shall  not  be  dictated  to  hj  any  Stat^ 
or  the  Representative  of  any  State  oa  tma  floor. 
I  shall  not  he  frightened  frran  my  pnrpoee,  nor 
will  I  snffer  harsh  languafi^  to  produce  any  re- 
action on  my  mind.  I  will  examine  with  grest 
and  equal  care  all  the  rights  of  both  parties 
Occasion  had  been  taken  on  the  mere  qoeetiaB 
of  reference  of  this  communication,  ho  would 
not  say  for  ar^ment,  but  for  the  assmnptian 
of  a  position,  as  a  matter  perfectly  plain  and 
indisputable,  that  the  Government  hod  been  all 
in  the  wrong  in  this  question,  and  Geoi^^a  aU 
in  the  right  For  his  own  part,  Ifr.  W.  said 
he  did  not  care  whether  the  cmniuniucatioB 
did  or  did  not  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wluds 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  nor  how  aoon  it  went 
there,  and  was  there  talEcn  up  for  discussion. 
When  he  went  into  that  committee  be  should 
|;o  there,  not  in  a  spirit  of  controversy,  dm*  yet 
m  a  spirit  of  submission,  but  in  a  spirit  of  in- 
quiry, calmly  and  deliberately  to  examine  the 
circumstancee  of  the  case,  and  to  investigate 
the  rights  of  all  parties  concerned.  Bat  he  had 
made  these  few  remarks,  to  give  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  understand  that  it  was  not  by 
iKild  denunciation,  or  by  bold  ossnmption,  thst 
the  members  of  this  House  are  to  be  influaieed 
in  the  decision  of  high  public  concerns. 

Hr.  FoBSTTD  Bid^  that  he  had  not,  to  bis  j 
knowledge,  denotmoed  the  House,  or  any  geo- 
tl«nan  in  it ;  nor  had  he  attempted  to  di^ata 
to  the  House,  or  to  any  member  of  it  It  wa^ 
however,  perfectiy  natural,  that  a  Repres«ita- 
tive  from  Georgia,  the  Government  of  which 
was  here  arr^gned,  diould  have,  and  hav- 
ing, sbonld  indulge,  some  feeling  on  the  sab- 
jcct.  The  honorable  member  from  Hassaeha- 
setta  indeed  might  very  well  he  calm  and  un- 
moved ;  he  did  not  reside  near  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion ;  the  people  of  bis  State  were  far  remov^ 
and  had  no  reason  to  dread  the  bayonet  at 
their  throats.  It  was  quite  nataral  that  the 
gentleman  should  be  calm  and  dispasaooote^ 
and  prepared  to  take  a  cool  and  composed  view 
of  the  Bul^ect ;  hut  the  Bepresentatives  fWm 
Gcoi^a  did  not  feel  so.  We  feel  very  dilTer^ 
ently,  sidd  JSr.  F.,  and  when  I  feel,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  conceal  my  feeling.  Our  rights  hare 
been  violated  and  their  violation  has  been  made 
known  to  this  Honse ;  and  oar  appeal  has  not 
been  regarded.  AH  wo  ask  is,  that  the  case 
should  have  a  fur  investigation ;  and  it  is  ev» 
possible— posuble,  but  not  probable — that  the 
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geatlenum  from  Massachusetts,  after  snch  an 
investigation,  miaht  feel  with  ua.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massacbufietts  says  be  will  iDvestigato 
the  subject ;  which  implies  that  he  has  not  yet 
done  so ;  bat  he,  (Ur.  F.)  had  examined  it  thor- 
oughly. He  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
oasalcm  of  it  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole ;  to  do 
so  dispas^onat^,  if  it  were  necessary,  (for 
thej  too  could  sappreas  their  feelines  when  oir- 
carastances  required ;)  bnt  if  not,  they  ehoold 
and  would,  express  their  ieeliDgs,  notwithstand- 
ing it  might  draw  down  apon  thorn  tiie  very 
^passionate  censure  of  the  gentleman  from 
Uassacbasetts. 

Hr  Hailx  expressed  a  hope  that  the  commu- 
nication wonld  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
When  a  subject  of  this  kind  was  touched,  it 
■vibrated  on  other  chords  than  those  of  the  par- 
ties immediately  concerned.    Soveral  of  the 
States  had  already  exercised  their  rights  over 
the  Indians  within  their  chartered  limits,  and 
IG^ssippi  intended  shortly  to  follow  the  ezam- 
^e,  and  he  conld  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Geoi^ia  that,  If  the  bayonets  of  the  General 
Government  should  on  this  account  he  tamed 
^inst  any  of  the  States,  it  would  speedily  find 
its  friends  rallying  round  it.   All  the  States, 
tituated  as  Gtcoi^ia  was,  claimed  the  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  extent  of  their  chartered  limits. 
They  had  forborne  as  long  as  they  could,  and 
the  future  destinies  of  the  Indians,  their  fntnre 
location  and  civilization,  or  their  final  extinc- 
tion, roust  soon  be  decided  on.   Three  great 
questions  were  involved:  1st,  the  powers  of 
ttie  General  Government  within  the  limits  of  a 
State ;  2d,  the  power  of  the  States  to  legislate 
within  their  own  chartered  limits;  and  Sdly, 
the  power  of  the  States  over  the  Indian  tribes. 
His  State  might,  ere  this  time,  have  extended 
its  le^lation  over  the  Indians  within  its  terri- 
tory.  If  it  had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  House 
ought  at  once  to  say  so.  He  hoped  there  would 
he  no  occasion  to  resort  to  military  force. 
Georgia  certainly  had  a  right  to  assert  what  she 
believed  to  be  her  rights,  and  to  speak  her  sen- 
timents on  this  floor.   He  hoped  the  whole 
matter  would  be  heard  and  settled :  for,  should 
Congress  adjourn  without  settling  it,  conse- 
quences were  likely  to  ensue,  of  great  Interest 
to  many  of  the  States. 

Mr,  Wedstbb  rose  to  make  one  remark  in 
teply  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  That 
eratleman,  he  said,  had  reason  to  know  that  he 
pSr.  W.)  was  disposed  to  use  all  proper  author- 
1^  (rf  the  United  States  to  extinniish  Indian 
titles  to  lands  within  the  States,  ^ut  he  must 
^  the  gentleman  ilrom  M^sdppi,  that  the 
States  would  act  on  their  own  responsibility, 
>nd  at  their  own  peril,  if  they  undertake  to  ex- 
tend their  legislation  to  lands  where  the  Indian 
title  has  not  been  extinguished.  If  any  such 
tncasnre  was  contemplated  in  the  State  which 
tne  gentleman  represented,  Mr.  W.  hoped  that 
Rentlemen  would  lose  no  time  in  warning  his 
iriends  agunst  making  any  such  attempt  The 
nlation  which  the  United  States  held  to  these 
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tribes,  of  parental  guardianship  over  these  rem- 
nants of  mighty  nations  now  no  more,  was  a 
very  delicate  relation.  Its  general  character 
was  that  of  protection,  and,  while  every  facility 
was  given  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title, 
let  not  that  circumstance  be  so  far  presumed 
on,  that  the  States  should  attempt  to  exercise 
antlumty  within  the  Indian  limits.  Any  such 
course  wonld  be  attempted  at  ihexr  own  re- 
sponsibility. W.  concluded,  by  spying  that 
he  was  reaAy  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  the  States,  and 
particularly  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. But  this  disposition,  common  to  all  paiis 
of  the  country,  should  not  be  so  far  presumed 
upon  as  that  any  State  should  undertake,  of  its 
own  mere  motion,  to  exorcise  an  authority  over 
the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  guaranteed 
by  treaties,  &c. 

Mr.  Babtlbtt  smd  that  he  had  not  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  on  the  general  subject, 
but  merely  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  mim 
Georgia,  whether  it  would  not  m  better  to  refer 
the  oommuuication  to,  one  of  the  Committees  of 
-the  House.  Before  any  thing  like  a  correct  de- 
cision could  be  had.  many  i)uts  must  be  inquired 
into ;  imd  it  would  facilitate  the  debate  and  the 
decision,  if  these  fiwjts  should  previously  be  as- 
certfuned  and  reported  to  the  House  by  one  of 
its  committees.  Sliould  the  subject  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  this  was  done, 
much  room  would  be  left  for  declamation,  and 
much  time  probably  wasted,  which  might  other- 
wise l»e  saved.  Ho  should  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  would  be  a  very  proper 
reference. 

Mr.  Wbioht  soid,  that,  with  the  very  imper- 
fect understanding  whidi  the  House  now  pos- 
sessed of  the  paper  to  be  referred,  they  were 
not  in  circumstances  to  decide  whether  tiieoase 
was  such  as  required  legation  or  not.  Even 
the  present  discussion  he  considered  premature ; 
and  with  a  view  that  every  member  might  ob- 
tain a  right  understanding  of  what  the  commu- 
nication was,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
and  to  print  it 

This  motion  prevailed ;  and  it  was  laid  uptm 
the  table,  acconlingly. 


Tuesday,  February  0. 
Polar  Expedition. 
Mr.  WoRTHisoTON,  from  a  Select  Committee, 
appointed  on  certain  memorials  in  behalf  of  an 
expedition  of  discovery  in  the  Polar  r^oos, 
asked  to  be  dischai^  firom  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  that  subject,  uid  c£  the  several 
memorials  thereon,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Atfairs. 

Mr.  Storks  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
opposed  the  motion.  The  memorials,  if  they 
went  to  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
seemed  rather  to  belong  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  bnt  they  did  not  appertain  strictly 
to  any  one  of  the  standing  committees.  The 
anlgeot  e^ropiiately  bekmged  to  a  special  com- 
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mitteo — such  as  had  been  raised  for  the  pnr- 
I>ose. 

Ht.  Etbkbtt  said,  that  he  was  not  tally  ap- 
prised of  the  nature  of  the  memorial — for  the 
Select  Committee  had,  at  the  instance  of  the 
nmtleman  from  Marrland,  QSr.  WoBTHnroroN ,) 
heen  raised  on  the  first  memorial  alone — ^bat, 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  snhjeot,  he  was 
indaeed  to  hope  that  the  Select  Committee 
would  he  discharged  from  its  consideration; 
and  that  it  would  be  referred  to  no  other  com- 
mittee of  thid  House.  He  did  not  undertake 
to  decide  on  the  speculation  of  which  he  un- 
derstood some  part  of  the  memorial  to  consist. 
At  the  proper  time,  and  under  proper  circum- 
stances, he  was  disposed  to  favor  any  under- 
taking the  object  of  which  was  to  advanoe  the 
cause  of  science.  He  thought  rery  highly  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made  by  other 
nations,  to  explore  the  unknown  regions  of  the 
earth ;  but,  on  the  sabjeot  ttf  these  memorialsj 
he  did  not  think  the  pnbUe  mind  had  reached 
sach  a  point  aa  woula  lead  them  to  approve 
of  an  nndertaking  based  on  a  theory  of  the 
kind  referred  to.  He  was  far  from  wishing, 
or  intending,  to  cast  any  thing  like  ridicule  on 
the  theory ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  sufficient- 
ly acquainted  with  the  prindples  on  whidi  the 
Newtonian  theory  was  fonnded,  to  pronounce 
between  them.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  nation  would  approve  of  the  time  of 
this  House  being  occupied  with  a  oonsideration 
of  the  subject  He,  therefore,  moved  to  divide 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
so  that  the  select  oonmiittee  miriit  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  memorials  laid  upon  the 
table: 

Ur.  BcoHANAir  said  he  had  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  any  opinicoi  with  respect 
to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  spoculatious  in 
these  memorials.  Bat  the  peonliar  sitnation  in 
which  he  stood  toward  some  of  the  memorial- 
ists, rendered  it  proper  for  bim  to  say  a  word 
on  the  snbiect  Some  of  the  memorials  were 
presented  oy  men  of  as  great  respectability  in 
the  community,  of  as  cool  heads,  and  as  far 
removed  from  any  thing  like  enthusiasm,  or 
credt^ty,  as  any  tiiat  coold  be  found.  They 
recommended  not  an  expedition  to  Symmes's 
hole,  (if  there  was  such  a  place.)  but  an  expedi- 
tion of  discovery  in  the  high  latitudes  of  both 
hemispheres.  That  was  the  subject  of  the 
pn^er  of  these  petitioners — a  subject  entirely 
distinct  from  the  peculiarities  of  any  hypothe- 
cs. He  hapei  it  wonid  be  referred  to  the 
CiHDmittee  on  Kaval  AffiBirs— as,  should  any 
expedition  be  determined  on,  that  woold  be 
the  appropriate  committee  through  which  the 
report  ought  to  come.  The  Legislature  of 
Haryland  was  among  the  petitioners  on  this 
Bul^cct.  They  had  unanimous^  recommended 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress — other 

getitions  came  from  various  parts  of  the  United 
tates.  He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  these  memorialists,  that 
|HK^er  atteontiML  ilraiild  be  paid  to  tbeir  i^di- 


[Febtoakt,  I8ff. 

cation.  For  himself,  he  professed  to  h<n 
formed  no  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Symmai 
theory.  There  might  be  a  hole  at  the  pt^ 
for  aught  he  knew ;  but  however  that  mi^ 
be,  the  expedition  recommended  was  not  far 
tlie  purpose  oi  finding  it 

Mr.  WBEMB  said  hefaadiuhia  band  a  petiliai 
from  the  Governor,  Cooncal,  and  GhanceHw  d 
Maryland,  on  this  Bntjeot  which  be  wished  ta 
present  [He  was  reminded  by  tbe  Chair  dot 
this  was  not  tbe  time  finr  tlie  jweseDtstioD  cf 
petitions.] 

The  question  being  then  taken,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WoBiHDioimr,  it  was  dedded  in 
the  n^ative. 

Satcbdat,  Febmary  10. 
Jtffenon  Lottery  BtU, 

Mr.  Alxiakder,  of  Yir^nla,  from  the  Con- 
mitteo  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whidi 
had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
authorize  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Wub- 
ington  to  introduce  into  the  lotteries  they  an 
authorized  to  establish  certain  land  priie^ 
(being  the  lands  of  the  late  President  Jefi'e^ 
son,)  reported  the  same  without  amendmeat 

On  reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  A.  observed, 
that  the  Legislatiire  of  Yinrinia  hod  passed  n 
act  for  the  benelit  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Jeffvr> 
son,  granting  a  lottery  for  the  disposal  of  his 
real  estate.  An  agent  in  Washington  bad  bees 
employed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  lotterj 
thus  granted ;  but  owing  to  tbe  small  wasAxt 
of  the  prizes,  this  scheme  was  fonnd  impracti- 
cable. Application  was  made  to  CongRMto 
fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Le^atnre  of  Virpiua, 
by  connecting  the  Jefferson  lottery  with  fome 
scheme  which  had  for  its  object  the  benefit 
the  City  of  Wa^ington,  and  Uie  present  biH 
was  intended  to  effect  that  object  Wbat  Ur. 
Jefferson  might  have  thought  or  done  in  reli- 
tion  to  such  a  proposal,  had  he  lived,  it  wM 
not  for  him  to  say ;  but  in  making  thisapi^ 
tion,  the  executor  of  that  illustrious  man  bsd 
done  no  more  than  was  his  duty,  under  the 
will.  He  had  acted  under  the  influence  <i 
feeling  and  of  duty,  and  the  q>plicatioii  ve 
recommended  by  every  principle  of  filial  gnti' 
tude,  and  by  all  those  sentimentB  of  the  humn 
heart,  whidij  if  he  would,  he  could  not  cbaii^ 

The  question  was  tiien  taken,  and  tbe  IxB 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  cm  Mcndsir'' 
ayes  104,  nsj^  26. 

Dutiet  on  Wool  and  WoolUns. 
The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  worifen 
manufactures  was  read  a  tiiird  time ;  u>d  ^ 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

[An  earnest  debate  took  place  In  vUeh  Most 

Cambreleog,  Lawrence,  Bucban&n,'Wurts,Ste*tfS 
Cook,  and  Ingham  Joined,  when  finally] 

The  question  recorred— "Shall  this  bill  p<»^ 
and  was  decided  by  yeas  and  naye^  •>  «** 
lows: 


Dvtiet  M  Weoi  amd  WooHemi. 
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Teas. — ^Messrs.  Adams  of  Kew  Tortt,  Allen  of 
Uu8.,  Angel,  Bailey,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bartlett, 
Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barney,  Beecha,  Brown, 
Burlei^  Borees,  Campbell,  Oanedj,  Clarke,  Con- 
^ct,  Ciowniawiielct,  DatU,  Deitz,  Dwight,  Eastnun, 
Edwards  of  PemurlTania,  Everett,  Findtay  of  Pa., 
Rndlay  of  Ohio,  n>nrard,  Fosdiek,  Gamsey,  Garri- 
BOQ,  luUock,  ^rris,  Barrey,  Basbronck,  Healey, 
Heory,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  flagonln,  Humphrey, 
IngersoU,  JofaoMQ  of  Ylr^nia^  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  KellogK,  Kidder,  Krcbs,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
little,  LockeTlfanary,  Harkell,  Hartley,  Kartindale, 
Harvin  of  New  Totk,  Hattocks,  H cKeao,  HcLean 
Ohio,  Vclf&nns,  Heecb,  Herwin  of  Connecticut,  Met- 
cdfe,  Miller  of  Kew  Tork,  Miner,  Jas.  S.  Hitchell, 
John  Hitchell,  Orr,  Fearce,  Pbeip?,  Plamer,  Porter, 
Reed,  Roee,  Boss,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon,  SUI,  Sloane, 
Bpragne,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swwi,  Teat,  Tom- 
thHon,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Van  Bom,  Vance, 
yantum,  Yinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Whipple, 
White,  Whittemore,  Whittlesey,  James  Wilson,  Wil- 
BOB  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Wood  of  Ker  Tori^  Woods  of 
OUo,Wri{^t— 10«. 

Ecssrs.  Addams  of  Pennsylrania,  Alexan- 
der of  Virginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  AUcn  of 
Tennesaee,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong, 
Ashley,  Barbonr  of  Virginia,  Baninger,  Basaett,' 
BaytieB,  Blair,  Boon,  Bren^  Bryan,  finchanan,  Buck- 
ner,  Gunbreleng,  Carson,  Carter,  Cary,  Claiborne, 
Oocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crump,  Davenport,  Drayton, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamett, 
^st,  OoTan,  Onrly,  Baile,  Sainton,  Baynes,  Bcr- 
rick,  Bines,  HoBfaian,  Bolmes,  Honston,  Ingham, 
laaciu,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  New  York,  Eerr,  Kit- 
tera,  Krcmer,  LBeompte,  Letcher,  Livingston,  Long, 
Htrable,  UcCoy,  HcDuffie,  McBatton,  UcKee,  Mc- 
Laoe  of  Delaware,  HcNeiH,  Uercer,  Heraiwetber, 
Hitcbea  of  Karyland,  Hitchell  of  Booth  Carolina, 
MHchell  of  Tennessee,  Hoore  of  Kentucky,  Uoore 
of  Alabama,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Peter,  Polk, 
Kpley,  RivM,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Smith,  Stevenson 
of  Pa.,  Stevenson  of  Va.,  Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va., 
Thompson  of  Geo.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Trezvant, 
Tucker  of  S.  C,  Vcrplanck,  Weems,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
Huns^  WUacKi  of  South  Carolina,  Wurtz,  Young 

So  the  bin  was  passed,  aad  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 


KoKDAT,  February  12. 
Slavery  in  ^  DUtrict  of  CohmJ^. 
_  Ur.  Babkkt  presented  a  memorial  of  snndrv 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  proTiding 
that  all  children  hereafter  bom  of  parents  held 
to  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
dull  be  fVee  at  a  certain  age,  and  moved  that 
It  be  printed. 

Mr.  MoDurpix  said,  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
vhat  disposition  was  made  of  this  memorial ; 
bat  he  should  vote  against  tiie  printing  of  tho 
memorial,  and  he  shoiOd  do  so  on  this  pnnciple  : 
We  act  as  Representatives  of  the  people  of  tho 
District  of  Columbia.  They  are  deprived  of  all 
the  privileges  which,  as  freemen,  they  originally 
possessed.  They  are  under  as  perfect  a  des- 
^>ti«a  as  eTCT  existed  in  tho  provinces  of 
Bonw^  under  the  Pmtors,  which  all  know  to 


[B.  «v  B. 

hare  been  so  despotic.  They  are  not  repre- 
sented :  they  have  no  voice  in  the  election  of 
those  who  le^date  for  them.  I  tmst,  there- 
fore, t^t  every  member  of  this  Eonse,  feeling 
the  magnitude  of  the  tmat  devolved 'npon 
him,  without  the  responsibility  of  elections, 
will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  stand  as  a  sacred 
sentinel  over  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
District ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  whenever  we  l^islate 
for  them,  that  we  shall  not  pem^t  the  people 
of  other  States  to  oome  here  with  impertinent 
suggestions  of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  any 
p^cular  case.  Suppose  the  people  of  Mst?- 
land  were  to  go  to  tlie  Legislature  of  Yi^iniaj 
and  nndertako  to  instruct  them  what  they 
shonld  do  in  relation  to  a  particular  class  of 
popolatiou:  would  it  not  be  outrageous  and 
insolting?  Is  it  not  equally  so  for  them  to 
come  here,  and  call  npon  the  National  Legisla- 
tnre  to  sacrifice  any  nght  which  the  people  of 
Ylrginia  deem  important  to  their  peaoe  or  in- 
terest ?  If  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colnm- 
bia  wish  to  abolish  slavery,  and  will  present  a 
petition  to  this  House  to  ^t  effect,  no  man  in 
this  House  will  be  more  ready  than  I  will  to 
grant  to  the  people  any  measure  which  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  free  themselves  from 
thU  deploraUe  evIL  But,  so  long  as  they 
deem  it  an  important  privil^no,  I  never  can 
consent  to  print  and  spread  abrcKad  a  memorial 
from  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Haip^land, 
asking  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Dis- 
trict—to violate  the  very  first  principles  of 
political  legislation  and  of  liberty,  by  depriving 
the  people  of  their  property,  by  means  which 
they  have  no  agency  in  creating  or  promoting, 
Mr.  Cook  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  Powsu.  opposed  the  printing  of  the 
docoment.  The  session  was  fiist  drawing  to  a 
close,  -and  It  could  not  be  expected  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  presented  the  peti- 
tion, or  by  any  one  else,  toat  any  legislation 
was  to  grow  out  of  it.  The  only  efiect  which 
would  result  from  printing  the  petition,  would 
be  to  disseminate  a  partial  and  intemperate 
view  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  a  measuro  very 
likely  to  do  harm,  and  from  which  no  possible 
good  could  arise. 

Mr.  Babnbt  observed,  that  he  had  presented 
the  memorial  in  performance  of  a  duty  to  its 
numerous  and  respectable  signers,  having  pre- 
viously ascertained  that  it  was  couched  in 
dccoroos  and  respectful  language,  such  as  be- 
came them  to  use,  and  this  House  to  hear.  The 
petitioners,  conscientiously  believing  that  the 
period  had  arrived  when  measures  ought  to 
be  adopted  to  promote  gradual  emancipation, 
exercised  an  undoubted  right  to  present  their 
views  for  tike  consideration  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  it  was  entirely  pertinent 
for  them  to  do  so,  the  opinion  of  uie  ger.tlo- 
man  isova.  South  Carolina  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstaoding.  Kr.  B.  &U  himself  ouutrained 
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to  stato  that,  althoaeh  the  «xifttence  negro 
alaverjr  was  deplureufls  an  evil  hy  all  classes  of 
coiidtituonb',  vL't  a  very  large  minority  of  them 
doprcoatt^Hl  the  agitation  of  tins  question  as 
preitiature,  impolitic,  and  injudicious,  and  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  b^eficial  results  to 
the  present  generation.  Every  member  of  this 
House  can  tear  witness  that,  so  for  from  volun- 
tarilj  introducing  sulyects  calculated  to  create 
excitement,  ho  liad  never  permitted  himself  to 
mingle  in  any  debate,  affecting,  In  the  remotest 
degree,  oar  colored  population,  either  black  or 
red.  He  had  acted  from  a  conviction  that  the 
sensibilities  of  a  portion  of  the  Union  were 
feelingly  olive  on  all  such  qnestions.  As  illns- 
trative  of  this  determination,  it  was  on  his 
,  motion  that  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  printing  being  requested  by  the  memorial- 
ist, lie  had  moved  it  accordingly,  and  he  was 
perfectly  content  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  tho  Uouso,  be  it  their  ploasnre  to  stutain  ot 
reject  tlie  proposition. 

Mr.  DoRsn  said  that,  whatever  disposition 
he  might  feel  to  gratify  a  minority  of  the  con- 
atituents  of  his  colleague,  he  could  not  consent 
tliat  the  paper  they  had  just  presented  should 
be  promulgated  by  means  of  an  order  of  this 
House  for  the  printing  of  it.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolino  (Mr.  McDcffie)  was 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  that  the  whole  object 
of  this  memorial  was  confined  to  the  District 
of  Columbia.  It  breathed  the  spirit  of  general 
emantiimtion ;  ocd  though  its  request  began 
with  this  District,  its  ulterior  purpose  weut 
much  furtlicr.  Tlie  Uonso  had  received  peti- 
tions on  the  same  subjec^  and  in  mnch  the 
same  tone,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  other  Btatc», 
but  no  such  importuice  had  been  attached  to 
them,  as  induced  the  House  to  order  their 
being  printed.  AVhy  was  the  present  memorial 
to  be  uistingnished  by  such  an  order  respecting 
it !  If  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
all  the  others  shoidd  be  printed  too.  But^  lie 
could  see  no  good  consequence  likely  to  ariso, 
end  he  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  printing,  it  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  and  tlie  peti- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Georgia  and  the  Creeh  Indiant. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr. 
F^HSTTn,  on  the  8th  instant,  was  read  tho 
second  time: 

"  Seaolved  6.v  (A*  Senate  and  ffoiae  of  ReprtteiU' 
ativft  of  the  UniUd  States  of  America  in  Congrett 

ancmlAei,  That  tho  sum  of  dollars,  to  be  paid 

out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
profm&ted,  be,  linder  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  distributed  among  the  Creek 
Indians,  aa  a  i\iU  indemnity  for  their  clidm  to  hunt 
npoit,  or  in  any  other  manner  use,  tha  strip  of  land 
lying  between  the  Chatahoochie  River  and  the  di- 
viding Hue  between  the  States  of  Geoi^is  and  Ala- 
bama, which  said  land  is  to  be  subject  to  tho  undis- 
turbed occupation  of  the  citiuna  of  Georgia,  under 
the  laws  of  that  State." 
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This  reeolntion  was  referred  to  the  Sdert 
Committee  appointed  on  the  9th,  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  Tnited  States,  in 
relation  to  the  events  growing  ont  of  the  con* 
flicting  claims  of  Geoi^a  and  the  Credc  lodiana^ 
to  certain  lauds  lying  within  the  limits  of  that 
State. 

The  bin  from  the  Senate  "  to  anthorixe  the 
Con)oration  of  the  City  of  Washington  to  in- 
troduce into  the  lotteries  they  are  aathorised 
to  establish,  prizes,  to  be  composed  of  the  late 
President  Jefferson's  lands,"  was  read  the  tUzd 
time,  and  passed. 


TuBSDAT,  February  18. 
The  Vice  PrttidenVt  Appeal. 

Kr.  Wnenr,  from  the  Committee  of  Laqmry 
into  the  official  conduct  of  tho  present  Vice 
President,  when  Secretary  of  War,  made  the 
following  report : 

Hie  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Ae 
commui^tioB  of  the  Yici  Pbesidxnt,  of  the 
S9th  December  last,  respectfoUy  report : 
'  That,  immediately  after  they  aaeembled,  they  in- 
formed  the  ViceTresident  of  their  being  organized, 
and  of  their  retdineBS  to  receive  any  oommunicatkin 
which  he  might  see  fit  to  ntalic.  On  the  receipt  of 
his  reply,  dated  the  3d  of  January,  and  which  ac- 
companies this  report,  Mr.  McDuiBe,  as  the  frigid 
and  representatlTe  of  the  Vice  Preadent,  was  ad- 
mitted before  the  committee,  and  attended  lhroa|^ 
out  the  examination  which  followed. 

The  first  object  of  inquiry,  in  proceeding  to  big- 
ness, waa,  to  ascertain  whether  any  cfaaiges  against 
the  Vice  President  had  been  placed  among  the  pub- 
lic records  of  the  War  Department.  And  after  an 
examination  on  this  point,  the  committee  bccune 
satisfied  that  no  such  charges  were,  or  had  been, 
among  the  records  or  papers  of  that  Department. 
But,  as  the  letter  from  Elijah  Hix,  addressed  to 
Major  Saterlec  Clark,  under  the  name  of  "  Hancock," 
,  had  been  published  in  the  Alexandria  Fhcenix  Ga- 
Kette,  of  the  28lh  December,  which  publication  the 
Vice  President  had  particularly  referred  to,  in  his 
note  to  the  committee,  they  felt  bound  to  cxaDdne 
fully  and  freely  into  the  truth  or  fiUdty  of  the  mat- 
ters contained  in  that  letter. 

From  the  nature  of  the  duties  imposed  apon  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  especially  when  connected 
with  the  distinct  wish,  as  expressed  by  the  Vice 
President,  in  the  present  instance,  for  the  "freest 
inveetigaUon,"  it  has  been  imposeible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  g^ve  to  their  proceedings  the  connection 
and  conciseneM  Inddent  to  tiials,  when  the  testi- 
mony is  ascertained  and  arranged  before  It  Is  nre- 
■ented.  They  have,  however,  diligently  applied 
thcmBclves  to  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
after  a  long  and  laborioos  examination,  they  are 
unaoimoualy  of  the  opinion,  that  there  are  no  facts 
which  will  authorize  tho  belief,  or  even  suspicion, 
that  the  Vice  President  was  ever  interested,  or 
that  be  participated,  directly  or  Indirectly,  In  the 
profits  of  any  contract  formed  with  the  Govcmioeat 
through  the  Department  of  War,  while  he  wu  in* 
trusted  with  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  or  at  any 
other  time. 

They  are  also  of  opiiuon,  that  the  conduct  of  Kr. 
Barbomv  the  preaent  Secretary  of  War,  in  regard  to 
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the  letter  of  Eljjfth  H ix.  ii  not,  ia  tlie  slightest  de- 
gree, deeerring  of  mnture.  The  accasaUon  con* 
taiaed  in  the  litter  *was  regarded  by  bim  u  a  base 
^amoy  apoa  the  Tice  Prarident,  penoed  bj  a  man 
whtrfly  unworthy  of  aotiee ;  and  the  committee  hare 
no  remaon  to  believe  that  the  snpposed  tniih  of  that 
aecusaUon  iras  at  any  time  the  basis  of  any  net  of 
the  W»r  Department  The  publication  of  the  let- 
ter appears  to  have  been  produced  as  follows : 

la  the  tnoath  of  December  last,  Howes  Golds- 
borough  end  El^iak  Mix  were  competiton  for  «  con- 
tract with  the  War  Department;  Qtddsboroagh, 
soon  after  lus  aniTal  in  Washingttm,  obtained  from 
Major  S.  Clark  a  copy  of  the  letter,  irith  a  Tiew  to 
oae  the  same  against  Mix,  should  he  find  it  neces- 
sary.   From  this  copy  a  transcript  was  obtained  by 
Wibiam  F.  Thornton,  the  junior  editor  of  the  Fhoe- 
lUx  Oazettc,  on  the  STth  December,  which  he  pnb- 
Usbed  the  next  morning  to  that  paper,  accompanied 
by  hifl  editorial  remarks.   In  this  pubBcation  Mr. 
Barbour  had  no  agency,  either  direct  or  Indirect. 
When  he  heard  that  the  letter  had  been  made  pub- 
Uo,  he  requested  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  the  Senate, 
to  call  upon  the  Vice  President  as  a  mutual  friend, 
and  inform  him  of  the  manner  in  which  the  letter 
had  come  to  bis  (Mr.  Barbour's)  huids,  and  that  the 
lame  bad  been  subsequently  transmitted  through 
the  port  office  Id  an  eavelope  to  Major  Clark,  to 
whom  it  belonged.   This  information  was  given  by 
CoL  Johnson  to  the  Vice  President,  in  the  morning 
of  the  29tb  of  December,  just  before  he  transmitted 
Ids  communication  to  the  House. 

The  letter  to  '*  Hancock,'*  as  published,  and  to 
wbiob  the  Vice  President  had  referred,  contained, 
among  other  things,  the  following  assertion :  "And 
I  bare  written  letters  of  Vandcrentcr's,  which 
most  poriUrely  mention  that  be  (meaning  Mr.  Cal- 
houn) was  engaged,  and  received  some  ponion  of 
the  contract."   As  such  letters,  if  they  existed, 
might  lead  to  further  evidence,  and  ho  important  to 
aid  the  c<Hnmittce  in  their  inquiries,  they  thought 
proper,  in  the  early  stage  of  their  proceedings,  to 
Issue  a  subpoena  both  for  Mix  and  Vandeventer, 
with  a  clause  thorein  contained,  commanding  them 
to  produce  any  papers  in  their  possession,  tending 
to  prove  the  accusation  which  Mix  had  made  in  his 
letter  to  Hancock.    Id  obedience  to  this  summons, 
the  witnesses  appeared,  and  Mix  having  been  first 
called  upon  to  testify,  produced,  during  his  exsmi- 
natfoo,  the  letters  from  M^or  Vandeventer,  dated 
Augwt  7th.  1818,  Septnnber  10th,  1816,  July  eth, 
1820,  March  24Ui,  1821,  and  the  letter  from  Col.  W. 
K.AnnIstead, dated  March  24, 1821.  Oohissecond 
examination,  he  produced  the  letters  from  Major 
Vandeventer,  dated  August  Sd,  1818,  September 
Uth,  1818,  and  October  IVth,  1820.   When  it  was 
penrfred  that  in  one  of  the  lettera  of  Major  Van- 
oareBtar,  to  wit:  the  one  dated  the  7th  of  August, 
1S18,  and  to  which  they  here  particularly  refer, 
ilwon  was  made  to  a  partner  in  the  contract, 
vboM  name  was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  they  felt 
h  to  t>e  their-  duty  to  discover,  if  they  could,  who 
this  secret  partner  was,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  push  the 
inquiry  so  fkr  as  to  leave  no  room  for  suspicion  that 
the  Vice  President  was  the  person  alluded  to.  This 
htaach  of  the  subject  haa  been  the  prindpal  cause 
«f  tbdr  eoosoming  so  mneh  time  in  the  laTcsttga- 
tion;  ttMy  found  tliat  tliey  were  here  led  into  a 
wider  field  then  could  have  been  at  first  anticipated, 
ud  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  a  fitU  view 
•f  the  wIkOc  ^""^^^^^  thoranghly  into  the  oit 


gin  and  history  of  what  is  commonly  called  the  Mix 
contract.  The  letters  of  Hiyo'  Vandeventer  abora 
referred  to,  appear  to  relate  prindpally  to  the  pri- 
vate and  confidiBntial  transactions  between  him  and 
E.  Mix,  in  regard  to  the  contract ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  or  presume  that  the  Vice  Fred* 
dent  was  ever  made  acquainted  with  their  contents. 
The  letter  from  Col.  Armistead,  written  while  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Engineer  Department,  al.thongh 
it  wears  the  appearance  of  an  official  paper,  and 
iras  improperly  intended,  as  the  committee  believe, 
to  bring  the  weight  of  offidal  Influence  to  bear  upon 
the  private  transactions  between  Vandeventer  and 
Mix,  was  not  written  with  the  sanction  or  knowledge 
of  the  Vice  President,  and  no  copy  of  it  was  ever 
entered  in  the  letter-book  of  the  Department. 

The  committee  wiU  here  remark,  that  they  place 
no  reliance  whaterer  on  the  testimony  of  Eiyali  Mix^ 
From  the  self-contnidiotions,  apparent  on  the  fiuw 
of  bis  testimony,  and  which  it  is  unnecessary  here 
to  recapitulate,  aside  from  the  infamy  attached  to  his 
character,  the  committee  were  satisfied  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  belierod  on  bis  oath.  The  letters,  however, 
Just  referred  to,  and  produced  by  him  during  his 
examination,  do  not  rest  for  their  authenticity  on 
his  testimony.  Those  from  Mi^or  Vandeventer,  ex- 
cepting  aueh  parti  as  had  been  defltoed  or  obliter- 
ated, were  adtnowledged  by  Mijor  Vandeventer 
himself  to  be  genuine ;  and  be  was  requested  in 
every  instance,  to  state,  with  the  letters  before  him, 
what  names  or  words  had  occupied  the  obliterated 
places,  when  the  letters  were  written.  The  letter 
from  Colonel  Armiatead  was  also  acknowledged  by 
that  officer  to  be  genuine.  But  the  three  papers 
purporting  to  tn  copies  or  the  substance  of  a  letter 
from  Major  Vandeventer  to  Mr.  Calboun,  rest  for 
their  authenticity  on  the  unsupported  testimony  of 
B.  Uix,  and  are  regarded  by  the  committee  as  hav- 
ing been  fabricated  by  him.  They  are  also  of 
opinion  that  the  words  or  names  deuoed  from  the 
letters  of  Hi^or  Vandeventer  were  so  de&ced  by 
E.  Uix :  and  the  committee  have  been  unable  to 
asoertun  with  oertidnty,  either  from  Vandeventer, 
the  admitted  author  of  the  letters,  or  from  any  other 
source,  what  the  words  or  names  were,  which  hare 
been  thus  obliterated. 

The  offer  for  the  contract  appears  to  have  been 
made  by  E.  Mix  on  the  23d  of  Juty,'1818,  and  iffo- 
poses  to  deliver  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  "from  one 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pennies  of  stone, 
at  three  dollars  per  perc^"  The  contract  as  fiii^ 
nished  from  the  War  Department,  bears  date  S6th 
of  July,  1818.  It  stipulates  for  the  delivery  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone,  at 
three  dollars  per  perch — is  drawn  up  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Ma|or  Vandeventer,  and  by  him  alone 
witnessed,  and  is  signed  by  General  Joseph  O. 
Swift,  the  then  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  Elijah  Mix. 
Although  Mix  here  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
contractor,  yet,  from  toe  evidence,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  that,  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made, 
or  soon  after,  and  before  the  execution  of  any  valid 
bond  for  the  performance  thereof,  it  was  divided 
into  shares,  and  that  one-fourth  belonged  to  M^or 
Vandeventer,  one-fourth  to  Eiyah  Mix,  one-fourth 
to  R.  0.  Jeimlngs,  and  the  remaining  fourth  to  a 
person  whose  name  was  not  to  have  been  mentioned. 
The  titie  of  Vandeventer  to  his  fourth,  at  the  time 
above  referred  to,  appears  to  have  rested  on  a  ver- 
bal and  confidential  agreement  between  bIm  and 
Mix,  and  so  remained  tOl  tbe  Mth  of  April,  1610» 
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vben  he  received  t  written  bill  of  ttJa  of  one-balf 
<^tbe  vhole  coatract.  Howes  Ooldaborough  &  Co. 
Mbsequently  became  the  owners  of  one-foartb,  by 
porohase  from  Samuel  Cooper,  who  bad  previoualy 
parchued  from  H^or  Yandereoter;  and  the; 
raoldsborough  &  Co.)  were  recoguixed  at  the  War 
Department,  by  the  consent  of  E.  Mix,  expressed  In 
a  letter  sent  by  blm  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
dated  the  18th  of  April,  1821. 

The  first  bond,  received  at  the  Ea^^aeer  Depart* 
ment,  on  the  contract,  Is  dated  6th  of  August,  1818, 
'  and  describes  the  contract  as  haring  been  made  by 
Elijah  Utx  and  George  Cooper,  for  the  delivery  of 
one  hundred  diousand  perches  of  stone,  being  fifty 
thousand  less  than  Mix  was  entitled  to  deliver. 
This  bond  is  rigned  by  E.  Mix  and  George  Cooper, 
as  contractors,  and  by  Bamuet  Cooper  and  James 
Oakley,  as  soreties ;  the  soreties  were  regolaity  ap- 

?'Oved  by  B.  Riker,  Recorder  of  tba  City  of  New 
oric,  as  appears  by  his  cerdfioate  following  Imme- 
diately after  the  signatures,  and  dated  the  same  as 
the  bond.  It  wQl  be  perceived,  at  once,  that  there 
Is  an  obvious  and  fatal  variance  between  this  bond 
and  the  contract.  In  an  official  letter  written  from 
ibe  Engineer  Department,  on  the  llth  day  of  Au- 
east,  1818,  toUeutenaatGeoige  Blaney,  and  copied 
mto  the  letter-book  of  that  Department,  the  con- 
tract is  described  as  for  one  hundred  thousand 
perches  of  stone.  The  language  of  the  letter  is  as 
follows:  "You  will  inform  the  Agent  that  a  con- 
tract has  been  made  with  Captain  E.  Mix,  to  de- 
liver, as  soon  as  pracUcable,  at  the  Up  Raps^  ono 
hundred  thousand  perch  of  stODe." 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  written  to  James  Maurice, 
also  copied  into  the  same  letter-book,  and  dated  the 
81st  day  of  August,  1818,  the  contract  Is  described 
as  bdng  for  two  hundred  thousand  perches.  The 
bmguage  of  this  letter  is  as  follows:  "Mr.  E.  Mix 
win  soon  comjnence  to  deliver  stone  at  the  Rip 
Baps,  under  contract  with  this  Department  for  two 
hundred  tbooiaBd  perch." 

Some  time  after  the  delivery  at  the  Enf^neer 
Department  of  the  first  bond,  but  at  what  precise 
time  does  not  appear,  a  new  bond  was  gEvea  for 
the  deUvery  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand 

Eirches,  describing  the  contract  as  made  by  £. 
ix.  Tbissecond  bond  is  signed  by  E.  Mixes  con- 
tractor, and  Samuel  Cooper  and  James  Oakley,  as 
tnreties — andit  is  antedated  to  5th  of  August,  1818 
— but  no  certificate  In  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  sureties,  was  attached  to  this  instrument.  The 
committee  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  when  this 
second  bond  was  received  at  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment ;  though  the  impressiou  of  General  Swift  is, 
that  it  was  received  before  he  left  the  office,  which 
was  OD  tfae  llth  of  November,  1818.  Ht^or  Yan- 
deventer  also  expresses  his  belief,  that  it  was  de- 
Bvered  during  the  Fall  of  1618.  How  far  his  tes- 
timony conflicts,  if  at  all,  with  his  ieUer  to  Mix, 
diUed  17th  October,  1820,  in  which  he  urges  upon 
the  latter  to  attend  to  "tiie  bond,"  the  committee 
will  not  undertake  to  determine. 

The  attention  of  General  Swift  was  particolariy 
'Erected,  before  the  commhtee,  to  the  diserepandes 
in  the  bonds,  and  also  to  the  two  letters  mm  the 
Engineer  Department,  In  which  the  contract  Is  al- 
luded to.  The  explanation  which  ho  gives  will  be 
found  in  his  testimony,  to  which  the  committee 
refer. 

Daring  an  investlgatloa  retetive  to  this  contract, : 
itj  a  Committee  ^  the  House  of  BeyesenUtives,  in  ■ 
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1822,  a  copy  of  the  bond  was  requested  by  tWt 
committee.  In  answer  to  which  the  EnginMr  De- 
partment Aimished  a  copy  of  the  aeeond  bond, 
which  had  been  sntwtituted  for  the  one  firaC  g^ven, 
bnt,  as  there  was  no  certificate  of  the  Beccrao-  of 
New  Torlc,  approving  the  sureties  on  the  Hecooi 
bond,  a  copy  m  the  certificate  annexed  to  tlie  can- 
celled bond  was  made,  and  attached  to  the  cooy  of 
the  bond  ftimidied.  Captain  Smitfa,  of  tbe  vStp- 
neer  Department,  who  attested  these  copieo,  has  ex- 
plained the  cause  of  his  certiQrlng  to  this  ittmctt- 
racy ;  and  to  bis  testimony.  In  that  particnlar,  the 
committee  here  refer. 

The  question  still  remains,  who  was  the  secret 
partner  t  But  tiie  committee  being  entirely  satis- 
fied that  tiie  Mcret  partner  was  not  the  Vice  Prcs- 
dent,  which  was  the  main  question  to  be  dedded, 
will  leave  the  conflicting  testinmy  on  the  other 
point  with  the  House,  without  attemptiog  to  dec^ 
upon  its  relative  weight. 

On  the  27th  January,  1827,  the  committee  dosed 
the  examination  of  witnesses  on  their  part,  eaeept 
as  to  one  or  two  who  had  been  summoned  bat  had 
not  attended.  On  th^  day  tbe  irieBd  and  repte- 
aentative  of  the  Vice  Prerident  was  advlaed  that 
the  oomndttec  had  so  dosed  tbdr  examination,  and 
he  was  also  Informed  by  a  member  of  the 
tee,  in  its  presence,  that  the  committee  were  unaiB* 
mously  of  opinion  that  the  Yice  President  was 
innocent  of  the  charge  of  having  participated  in  any 
manner  in  any  contract  made  with  tbe  War  Depart- 
ment, while  he  was  Eeoretary  of  War.  Tbe  nne 
day,  at  tfae  Instance  of  Mr.  XcDnffie,  sabpcenas 
were  issued  for  witnesses  to  appear  and  tcat^v  on 
behalf  of  the  Yice  Prerident.  On  the  29th  of  Jan- 
nary,  the  committee  received  from  tbe  ftiend  and 
representaUve  of  the  Vice  President  a  paper  pro- 
testing against  the  previous  proceedings  of  tbe 
committee.  Considering  this  paper  as  prepared 
and  presented  under  the  sanction  of  the  hi^  officer, 
in  whose  behalf  it  protest^  the  eommitlee  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  transmit  it  to  tbe  Hoas^ 
but  they  forbear  all  comment  on  its  cratenta. 

The  conmiittee  submit  herewith  all  the  teatimo^ 
they  havo  received  during  the  examlnatioa. 

The  report  was  read  by  the  derk. 

On  motioQ  of  Hr.  Wbioht,  !t  was  then 
ordered  to  He  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Paper  accompanying  the  report  ef  the  CommitUe  m 

the  application  of  tlu  Vtee  Prtndtnt, 
To  the  Hon.  John  Flotd  : 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Investigation,  over  wUdi 
you  preside,  having  announced  to  me,  as  the  fiiesd 
and  representative  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  that  tiiey  hare 
closed  the  examination  of  aU  the  witnesses  they 
deem  it  necessary  or  proper  to  Bummon  befim 
them,  I  should  be  equally  insenrible  to  the  ddm 
of  private  friendship,  and  the  obligations  of  pdXc 
duty,  were  I  not  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  aninst 
tbe  extraordinary  course,  and  not  less  extraordmarr 
conclumon,  of  a  proceeding,  singulariy  destitnte  of 
almost  every  attribute  of  a  kgal  iDveetigatioo. 
Even  if  it  should  be  considered  that  this  corandltce 
was  Instituted,  not  for  Uw  exelnafve  purpose  of  rit- 
tiog  in  judgment  on  the  spsdflo  charge  subs^tted 
to  their  examination,  but  for  the  addititma]  purpose 
of  exerciidng,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  functions  of 
an  inquisitorial  commission,  I  cannot  concave  tbit 
there  would  be  any  thing  in  tlte  character  of  sack 
a  eoBBUMioa,  that  wedd  anthoriH  it  to  dsyart 
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from  the  fundameatal  principles  of  judicial  inTesU- 
cation,  and  the  establbhed  rules  of  judicial  evi- 
dence ;  and  after  wandering  at  large,  through  the 
perplexing   mazes  of  Bospicioa  and  coi\jeGture, 
guided  only  hj  the  bevilderbg  lights  of  incompe- 
tent and  inadmissibte  testimony,  to  seleot  the  pre- 
cise point  where  suspicion  ends  and  legal  evidence 
begins,  as  the  conclusion  of  their  inquiries.  But, 
confidently  believing  tliat  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Hoose  that  this  committee  should  assume  the 
•olenm  character  of  a  jadicinl  tribunal,  and  that  the 
&cta  and  opimons  which  they  may  report  to  the 
House  will  be  consequently  regarded  by  the  public 
as  having  the  stamp  of  Juwdal  authority,  I  feel  im- 
pelled, by  a  profound  sense  of  tlie  duty  which  I 
owe  to  Hr.  Oalhoun,  to  the  country,  and  even  to 
the  committee  themselves,  to  state,  briefly  and  dis- 
Unctly,  my  objections  to  the  course  pursued,  be- 
fore it  sbsdl  be  too  late  to  correct  or  to  palliate  its 
ii^iutice.    And,  in  the  very  outset  of  my  remarks, 
I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  &ct,  as  striltlngly  illos- 
trative  of  the  anomalous  character  of  this  proceed- 
ing, that,  with  the  exception  of  the  solitary  ques- 
tion as  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  participation, 
which  every  witness  has  promptly  and  unequivo- 
cally answered  in  the  negative,  there  Is  not  one 
dttlc  of  all  the  encumbering  mass  of  documentary 
and  oral  testimony  which  has  occupied  the  inces- 
sant labors  of  the  committee  for  more  than  twenty 
days,  that  has  the  slightest  pretension  to  the  char- 
acter of  legal  evidence,  whether  we  regard  it  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  accusation,  or  to  any  other 
accusation  against  the  private  integrity  or  official 
purity  of  Hr.  Calhoun.    In  order  to  demonstmto 
this  proportion,  I  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  rc- 
conMderatton  of  the  eomndttee,  a  descriptive  and 
analytical  review  of  the  recorded  testimony. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  first  three  or  four 
days  of  this  inquiry  were  devoted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  witnetiees,  professedly  produced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exculpating  the  present  Secretary  of  War 
nom  the  imputation  of  having  any  agency,  either  in 
brineing  forward  the  charge  of  peoulatioD  agunst 
Mr.  Oalhonn,  or  in  the  iafiunons  publication  of  the 
equally  infiunous  letter  of  the  yet  more  infomous 
instrument  of  this  dark  and  nefarious  conspiracy. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  complain  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  committee,  in  this  respect,  although  it 
might  seem  to  indicate  a  more  anxious  desire  to 
exonerate  one  agidnst  whom  no  imputation  had 
been  made,  than  to  administer  speedy  justice  to  the 
Kcond  oSicor  of  the  Government,  when  actually  on 
his  trial  upon  a  chai^  of  official  delinquency,  cal- 
culated, if  true,  to  stamp  his  reputation  with  Indeli- 
ble iniamy.   But,  as  the  committee  have  thought 
proper  to  make  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Barbour,  in  this 
transaction,  a  distinct  subject  of  inquiry,  I  feet  con- 
strained to  remark,  that  although  I  readily  cxone- 
itte  him  from  any  intentional  partidpntion  in  this 
most  inidtBotts  attempt  at  moral  and  political  assas- 
^nation ;  yet  It  is  a  circumstance  -much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  in  the  editorial   commentaries  by 
which  the  publication  of  the  letter  of  Elijah  Mix,  in 
the  Phcenix  Gazette,  was  accompanied,  the  name, 
uid  office,  and  official  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  were  jo  artfully  associated  with  the  charge 
tgaiost  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  to  give  It  additional  so- 
lemnity and  impdrtance;  and  that  no  measures 
*ere  taken  to  have  this  iqurious  association  dis- 
cUned  through  Uto  same  channel.   It  is  a  fact, 
eq«ll7  to  be  regretted,  that  the  Secretary  should 


have  retained  in  his  possesrion,  officially,  for  three 
davR,  the  letter  containing  the  charge  against  Mr, 
Calhoun,  without  giving  niro  the  slightest  intima- 
tion of  it.  And  even  the  verbal  declaration  made 
by  the  Secretary  to  CoL  Johnson,  that  be  believed 
the  charge  against  Hr.  Calhoun  to  be  an  atrocious 
caliunny,  was  not  made  until  a  day  had  eiapsed 
after  the  publication  in  the  Phcenix  Gazette,  and 
was  only  communicated  to  Hr.  Calhoun  after  be 
had  prepared  and  sealed  his  letter  to  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
friend.  And  I  must  also  state,  as  a  fact  worthy  of 
notice,  that  neither  in  the  Phoenix  Gazette  which 
assumed  a  semi-official  attitude  in  stating  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Secretary  of  War  In  relation  to  the 
letter  of  Mix,  nor  in  the  notice  taken  of  the  publi- 
cation in  that  Gazette  by  the  National  Intelligencer 
the  next  day,  was  the  fact  stated,  that  the  Secretary 
regarded  the  charge  against  Hr.  Calhoun  as  an 
atroeiods  calumny. 

But  to  resume  the  analyris  of  the  testimony,  with 
a  view  to  its  immediate  bearing  upon  my  opening 
proposition.  After  submitting  the  obvious  remark, 
that  all  the  evidence  produced  to  exculpate  Ur, 
Barbour  whs  not  only  irrelative,  but  immaterial  to 
the  pending  issue,  I  will  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  that  part  of  the  testimony  which  Is  intended,  M 
I  presume,  to  bear,  directiy  or  indirectiy,  upon  the 
official  character  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  The 
great  mass  of  the  evidence  that  has  so  long  engaged 
the  attenlion  of  the  committee  conrists  of  the  pri- 
vate letters  of  Hajor  Tandeventer  to  Elijah  Mix, 
with  the  explanations  to  which  they  have  given  rise. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  enter  in  a 
course  of  argument,  before  a  committee,  Ot  which 
six,  out  of  seven,  are  lawyers  by  profession,  to  show 
that  thorn  letters  ought  to  have  been  promptly  re- 
jected, OS  incompetent  and  improper  testimony. 
Even  if  it  be  granted  that  Hr.  Calhoun  is  now  on 
bis  trial  for  every  act  of  bis  life,  official  or  private, 
and  not  merely  upon  the  specific  charge  referred  to 
the  committee,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  according 
to  those  great  principles  of  evidence,  which  have 
been  devised  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrated  by 
the  experieuce  of  ages,  the  letters  or  declarations 
of  nnother  person  cannot  be  given  In  evidence 
against  him.  Nor  is  this  one  of  those  technical 
principles,  which  sometimes  mar  the  symmetry  of 
the  law,  and  have  no  foundation  in  reason.  There 
are  no  principles  of  our  law  mere  deeply  founded  in 
wisdom,  than  those  which  regulate  the  admlsdon  <tf 
evidence.  And  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark, that,  next  to  such  an  organization  of  the 
Government  as  will  secure  the  effective  responsi- 
bility of  political  agents,  civil  liberty  derives  Its 
principal  security  from  the  establishment  and  sacred 
observance  of  fixed  rules  of  Judith  fwoceeding  and 
of  judicial  evidence.  The  o[Hnion  entertained  by 
the  enlightened  sense  of  modem  times,  of  the  in- 
separable connection  between  the  rules  of  crimi- 
nal evidence,  and  civil  liberty,  may  be  clearly  in- 
ferred ftom  the  opposite  judgments  which  posterity 
has  pronounced  upon  the  characters  of  Sydney  and 
of  JeffVies.  For,  while  the  name  of  Sydney  is  in- 
scribed on  the  imperishable  rolls  of  fame,  as  a  pa- 
triot and  martyr,  that  of  Jeffries  has,  by  universal 
consent,  been  consigned  to  everlasting  infamy  as  a 
judicial  monster.  And  yet,  the  catastrophe  of  the 
victim  has  excited  the  sympathy,  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  judge  the  abhorrence,  of  mankind ;  [vinci* 
pally  because  the  sacrifioo  was  effected  by  violating 
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those  nles  of  evideace,  id  which  every  member  of 
the  community  had  a  common  intereat,  as  the  only 
meant  of  securing  hia  life  Mid  chtracter  agunst  the 
combined  machitiRtioDB  of  prostitute  informers  and 
profligate  rulers.  To  unsettle  and  subvert  these 
rules,  therefore,  under  whatever  plauaibla  pretext 
it  may  be  attempted,  is  to  destroy  the  only  substan- 
tial security  for  every  thine  sacred  in  life,  and, 
consequently,  to  inflict  a  y\wi  stab  upon  the  public 
liberty.  Kor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  character  or 
drcumstanccB  of  the  present  inTesdgatioD,  that 
should  absolve  the  committee  from  the  obserranco 
of  these  rules.  On  the  contrary,  all  history  will 
justify  the  remark,  that  there  are  no  occasions  in 
which  their  rigid  observance  is  so  highly  important, 
as  when  legislative  bodies  or  political  commissions 
eiercise  judicial  powers  for  the  trial  of  political 
ofl'ences.  On  lucb  oecasioas,  the  strongest  of  hu- 
man paarioDS  almost  nnsToldably  usurp  the  seat  of 
Judgment;  and,  unless  restrained  by  pre-established 
forms  of  proceeding,  and  pre-established  rules  of 
•videnoe,  the  most  capricious  freaks  of  des- 
potism and  vengeance  are  perpetrated,  in  the  sa- 
cred names  of  law  and  justice.  Without  referring, 
for  Qlnstration,  to  the  bwlcas  proceedings  of  those 
inqnUtorial  tribunals  which  are  at  once  the  re- 
proach and  the  terror  of  despotic  Govcmments,  or 
to  the  diocking  outrsf^es  committed  by  the  Revo- 
lutionary tribunals  of  France,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  advert  to  the  diegraceM  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  of  EngUnd,  in  cases  of  attainder,  not 
only  to  sustain  the  general  principles  here  present- 
ed, bat  to  communicate  the  most  vivid  impression 
of  'thdr  truth  and  Importanoe.  If  these  genentl 
views  evince  to  the  committee  the  necesdty  of  ad- 
hering to  the  estabUshed  rules  of  evidence— and  if 
I  have  shown  that  one  of  the  most  hnportaot  of 
those  rules  excludes  the  letters  or  declarations  of  a 
third  person  under  any  circumstances — how  incom- 
parably stronger  does  the  objection  to  their  admis- 
sion become,  when  ve  advert  to  the  singular  and 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  the  let- 
ters of  Major  Vuudeventer  have  been  produced  to 
the  committee.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  obvi- 
ously the  detached  parts  of  a  garbled  correspond- 
ence. In  the  second  place,  they  are  mutilated  and 
defaced,  so  as  to  render  their  meaning  unintelligi- 
ble as  to  every  purpose  connected  with  the  Investi- 
gation. Bat  what  Is  of  infiidtely  more  importance, 
this  correspondeneo  was  obviously  garbled,  and  the 
letters  mutiUted  and  defaced,  by  one  of  the  most 
artful  and  consummate  villains  that  ever  figured  in 
the  annals  of  human  depravity,  for  the  unquestion- 
able purpose  of  exciting  doubts  and  suspicions,  by 
means  of  the  mutilations  and  erasures,  which  could 
not  have  been  produced  by  the  letters  in  their  orig- 
inal and  entire  state.  It  is  Impossible,  therefore,  to 
conc«ve  a  combination  of  circumstances  more 
strikingly  demonstraUve  of  the  wisdom  of  those 
rules  of  evidence  from  which  the  committee  have 
thought  proper  to  depart,  than  that  which  exists  in 
the  present  instance.  For  it  is  obvious  to  remark, 
that  this  is  a  political  commistion,  composed  of 
political  men ;  and,  disguise  it  as  we  may.  I  must  be 
permitted  to  add,  wimout  intending  to  indnuate 
any  thing  in  the  i^i^test  degree  ^srespectful  to  a 
majority  of  the  cotnndttee,  that  tiiey  are  sitting  in 
judgment  on  a  pc^tical  opponent,  charged  with  a 
political  offence.  And  when  it  is  moreover  consid- 
ered, that  these  garliled  and  mutilated  letters  have 
iice&^odneed  by  tiM  vikatof  allthattrUwitf  In- 


formers who  have  been  the  Asgrace  and  the  tmcr 
of  those  countries  in  whldi  they  have  been  eoante- 
oanced  by  the  wickedness  and  profligacy  of  nlm, 
a  self-condemned  and  self-immolated  wretch,  vbo, 
in  the  very  presence  of  the  committee,  has  litmUr 
covered  himself  with  "  alt  the  multiplying  vHkiiiei 
of  nature,"  I  cannot  bat  believe  that  the  comnuitee 
will  themselves  shrink  back  with  abhorrence  from 
those  machinations  and  devices  which  they  ban 
unwittingly  received  in  the  place  of  evidence,  ud 
upon  whksh  the  characters  of  incoBipetency  and  in- 
famy are  so  clearly  and  indelibly  Iminreseed.  There 
is  one  other  species  of  testimony  sought  by  the 
questions,  and  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  com- 
mittee, equally  excluded  by  the  principles  upos 
which  I  have  insisted.  Hearsay  evidence  is  inad- 
missible, not  only  by  the  code  to  which  we  li«ve 
been  aoeostomed,  but  by  every  system  i^chiliied 
jurispmdenoe  wiUi  wMch  we  have  any  acqiHbtaoce; 
and  yet  the  committee,  apparently  aseaming,  by  a 
strange  complication  of  Issues,  that  every  officer 
of  the  War  Department  who  had  any  agency  m 
forming  a  certain  contract  with  Elijah  Mix,  or  aoj 
interest  in  it,  is  now  actually  under  trial,  have  re- 
ceived and  recorded,  as  testimony,  the  declsratins 
of  those  officers,  indistinctly  recollected,  and  vague- 
ly and  doubtingly  suted. 

Admitting  that  It  is  proper  for  the  committee  to 
assume  inquisitorial  powcre  in  this  investigation, 
and  in  that  character  to  ask  of  the  witnesses,  not 
only  what  they  know,  but  what  they  have  beard 
from  others,  it  must  be  exceedingly  apparent,  that 
the  only  excusable  purpose,  even  of  an  inqm^toriil 
kind,  for  wliieh  snon  questions  could  be  propooiKt- 
ed.  is  the  discovery  of  other  witnesses;  by  wboae 
evidence  the  charge  might  be  establldied.  let  v 
see  how  far  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  bare 
been  conformable  to  this  view  of  their  functions. 
In  the  evidence  recorded  by  the  committee,  CoL ' 
Armistead  states,  in  substance,  that  either  M^or 
Vandeventer  or  General  Swift  inlbnned  bhn  tbst 
the  latter  was  concerned  in  tho  Mix  eontitet 
Upon  further  recotleoUon,  Uie  witness  states,  that 
he  must  hare  received  this  information  fVom  Gen. 
Swift  himself:  for  that  he  remembers  to  have  had 
a  conversation  with  him,  in  which  the  General  stated 
that  he  bad  an  Idea  of  leaving  the  army,  and  be- 
coming interested  in  some  contract  with  the  Gor- 
emment,  which  the  witness  supposed  to  have  bees 
the  contract  in  question.   He  further  states,  in  the 
same  conversation.  Gen.  Bwift  informed  him  that  be 
had  asked  the  permission  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  ttecoms 
thus  interested.   This  evidence,  if  evidence  It  mj 
be  called,  is  to  be  regarded  in  the  twofold  oipect 
of  imi^icating  Gen.  Swift  in  a  criminal  participotioo 
in  a  contract  made  by  himself  as  the  agent  of  ibs 
Government,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  in  a  scarcely  ^ 
criminal  connivance  at  each  a  participation.  So_^ 
OS  it  re  la  tea  to  Gen.  Swift,  common  justice  require 
mo  to  remark,  that  it  is  contrary  to  those  great 
principles  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which  oorfoR' 
fathers  have  consecrated  by  a  consUtutlonal  dwlf 
ration,  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  a  citisen  sgsii** 
whom  no  charge  has  been  {msented;  who  wis* 
notice  that  his  character  la  even  thus  infiVBwV 
implicated,  and  who,  instead  at  being  present  tl 
confront  his  accuser,  la  vhdly  onreiveseDtsd  bs- 
fore  the  committee. 

But,  so  far  as  this  testimony  tends  to  implic*** 
Mr.  Calhoun,  the  course  adopted  by  the  comwHH 
ia  liaUa.  to  a  madt  atmnger  ot^eddon  thaa  w 
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merely  of  receiving,  tod  recording  for  publication, 
incompetent  and  improper  testimon;.  The;  have 
eridentiv  closed  the  investigation  preciael;  where 
it  onght  to  have  commenced,  leaving  upon  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Calhoun  all  the  suspicion  irhich 
illegal  evidence  could  produce,  and  omitting  to 
aummoD  before  them  the  only  witness  who  could 
g^ve  legRl  testiniony  on  tho  matter  in  qaeition. 

Colonel  Anniitead  states,  obvloualy  from  tlia  re* 
eolleetionfl  of  a  most  treacheroos  and  feeble  mem- 
ory, thm%  Oenerat  Swift  informed  him,  eight  or 
luoe  jemrs  ago,  that  he  had  aslted  Mr.  Calhoun's 
permission  to  become  concerned  in  some  contract 
with  the  Govemnwnt.   This  is  the  only  material 
tust  bearing  upon  the  oharacter  of  Mr.  Calhoan; 
and  it  mast  have  been  obvious  to  the  committee 
that  General  Swift  was  the  only  witness  who  could 
give  legal  testimony  in  relation  to  it.   Yet  they 
have  declined  to  summon  him  on  their  own  mo- 
tion, no  doubt  from  a  view  of  the  subject  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves.    The  ground  upon  which  I 
must  presume  they  have  acted  is  the  incompetency 
of  the  evidence  before  tbem,  and  its  utter  insufB- 
oency  to  fix  iqion  Mr.  Calhoun  any  imputaUon  which 
requires  to  be  refuted.    Bat  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  the  incompetency  and  insufficiency  of 
the  evidence,  tlura^  a  very  sufRcieot  reason  for 
rejecting  it  altogether,  Is  no  reason  at  all  for  re- 
fusing, when  it  is  improperly  received  and  record- 
ed, to  produce  the  only  legal  testimony  by  which 
judidal  certainty  could  be  obtained  on  the  saUcct. 
Although,  therefore,  the  committee  must  have 
acted  with  a  view  to  impartial  jusUce,  the  course 
they  have  pursued  has  been  preeiscly  that  which 
is  best  calcuUted  to  give  tbo  most  injurious  eflicacy 
to  illegal  testimony  against  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  to 
avoid  the  conclusive  refutuUon,  which  tbo  produc- 
tion of  legal  evidence  would  undoubtedly  establish. 
To  do  away  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  the  only 
llteroatire  left  to  Mr.  Calhoon  is  to  pla^  the  most 
emi^tio  and  unequlvoeal  uegaUve,  which  I  am 
expressly  authorized  to  do,  upon  the  Imputation  of 
his  ever  having  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  General 
Swifl's  participation  In  the  contract,  and  to  call 
upon  the  committee  to  examine  General  Swift  him- 
self; as  to  the  imputed  fact  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  knowl- 
edge and  connivance. 

Having  shown  that  the  entire  mass  of  the  test!* 
nony  produced  is  legally  inadmisable  on  the  trial 
of  any  issue  which  can  be  made  apoa  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's official  conduct  or  moral  integrity,  it  is  due 
to  the  committee  that  I  should  explain  my  reasons 
for  not  objecting  to  it  as  itoccurred  in  Uie  progress 
of  the  Investigation. 

Convinced  of  the  absolute  folslty  of  the  charges 
presented,  and  of  the  entire  purity  of  Mr.  Calhoun's 
character  in  all  the  relations,  public  or  private,  in 
which  it  can  be  contemplated,  I  determined,  from 
the  beginning,  that  I  would  interpose  no  objection 
to  any  inquiry  which  the  committee  might  think 
proper  to  institute,  nor  to  any  description  of  evi- 
dence by  which  they  might  think  proper  to  pursue 
it.  Any  attempt  on  ny  part  to  restrdn  the  latitude 
of  the  inrestigktion,  or  to  prevent  the  adduction 
even  of  improper  evidence,  would  have  been  con- 
•trued  by  the  malicious  into  a  denre  to  screen  Mr. 
Calhoun,  behind  technical  forms,  from  a  full  and 
free  investigation.  And  as  I  was  satisfied  that  the 
more  severe  the  ordeal,  the  more  i-unclusive  would 
be  the  evidence  of  tin  fidelity  and  seal  of  his  offl- 
^eoBdnett  Iwu  th«  morawOUug  that  the  invet- 
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ti^tion  should  asanme  any  form  which  the  ooro- 
mitteo  might  choose  to  give  it,  and  Im  proeecoted 
by  any  sort  of  evidence  which  they  might  think 
proper  to  admit  upon  ttieir  own  responribuity. 

But  although  I  had  a  ri^bt,  as  the  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  abstain  from  any  interference 
with  the  course  of  the  committee,  I  have  no  right, 
cmisidering  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  and  In 
which  I  stand  to  the  public,  to  sanction,  by  my  acqui- 
escence, a  speeiea  of  unlicensed  inquisition,  unknown 
to  the  jurisprudence  of  any  free  country,  and  which 
would  famish  a  precedent  utteriy  subverrive  of  the 
only  effectual  safeguards  of  the  reputation  of  pub* 
lie  men  in  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 

Having  disposed  of  that  branch  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  relates  to  the  imputations  upon  Mr. 
Calhoun's  official  integrity,  it  remains  for  me  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  upon  a  view  of  this  subject, 
which,  though  not  involved  in  the  issue  referred  to 
the  committee,  Is  evidentiy  embraced  in  the  scope 
of  their  inquiries.  It  has  been  too  apparent  to  es- 
cape the  observation  even  of  one  less  interested 
than  I  am  to  mark  the  bearings  of  this  investigation, 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  testimony  can  have 
no  other  application  or  object  than  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  general  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, while  Mr.  Calhoun  presided  over  it,  by  holding 
him  responsible  for  the  minute  irregularities  of  iu 
subordinate  branches,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
Engineer  Department :  While,  therefore,  the  charge 
is  specific  and  limited,  the  investigation  is  genetml 
and  undefined,  and  the  most  obvious  principles  of 
justice  require  that  the  defence  should  at  least  be 
co-extensive  with  the  attack,  whether  this  be  open 
and  direct,  or  disguised  and  IncidcntaL 

Assuming,  then,  that  tlie  general  irregularities  of 
a  subordinate  branch  of  the  War  Department  are 
fair  subjects  of  Inquiry,  let  us  see  whether  the 
specifications  are  such  as,  admitting  their  truth,  will 
fairly  fix  any  portion  of  the  renmnslbility  on  Mr. 
Calhoun.  The  contract  In  relation  to  which  the 
imputed  irregularities  occurred,  was  made  the  25th 
of  July,  1818.  Mr.  Calhoun  took  charge  of  the 
War  Department,  the  Stii  of  December,  1817  ;  and 
it  is  a  fact  of  undisputed  notoriety  that  he  found  It 
utteriy  destitute  of  oi^;anisation  in  almost  all  its 
branches,  and  pre-eminentiy  so  in  the  Engineer 
Department.  The  extendve  operattona  and  large 
disbursements  of  the  then  recent  war,  effected  un- 
der a  system  of  administration  having  neither  or> 
ganization  uor  responwbility,  had  introduced  such 
irregularidcs  and  abuses,  and  caused  the  accumu- 
lation of  such  a  mass  of  unsetUed  accounts  and  un- 
finished business,  that  the  War  Department  was 
actually  shunned  by  several  distinguished  dtizena 
who  were  solicited  to  preside  over  It,  as  an  Augean 
stable,  holding  out  in  prospect  the  labora  of  Her- 
cules, without  any  portion  of  his  fame.  Such  being 
the  condition  of  the  Department  when  Mr.  Calhoun 
became  its  Cliief  Officer,  and  every  irregularity 
which  is  imputable  to  the  Mix  contract,  including 
the  omisuon  to  advertise,  having  l>een  common  and 
frequent  in  every  precctUng  Administration,  with- 
out any  effectual  effort  to  correct  them ;  the  iqjos- 
tice  of  holding  Ur,  Calhoun  responsible  for  not 
correcting,  in  a  few  montlis,  irregularities  which  his 
predecessors  had  not  even  attempted  to  correct  in 
as  many  years,  is  too  gross  to  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Head  of  such  a  Depart- 
ment cannot,  upon  any  rational  principle,  be  made 
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responsible  for  a  particuUr  instance  of  irregaUritj 
in  the  detuU  of  a  subordinate  Department.  Tlie 
trae  poiot  of  tbis  reBponsibilit;  is  the  general  laxity 
aad  want  of  njttem  from  wiiich  the  parUcuhtr  io- 
■tance  arises.  If,  therefore,  Ur.  Calhoun  is  ob- 
noxiona  to  an;  censure  in  the  present  case,  it  is  for 
the  imperfect  organization  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment on  the  25th  July,  1818.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  he  took  charge  of 
the  Department  in  December,  1817,  at  the  opening 
of  tlio  session  of  Congress;  leil  Washington  for 
South  Carolina,  on  indiapensable  business,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  the  session  In  the  May 
following,  and  did  not  return  until  the  month  of 
July,  only  two  weeks  before  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  closed ;  and  was  almost  incessantly  occu- 
pied during  these  two  weeks,  in  the  delUienUoDS  of 
the  Cabinet  on  the  military  oocumnceaof  the  Semi- 
nole campaign. 

Under  these  oireumBtaDces,  the  irregiilariUeB  in 
qoestion  cannot  be  impated  to  Um,  either  in  fact  or 
fin  theory.  Coming  into  a  complicated  Department, 
which  was  almost  hterally  in  a  state  of  chsM.  noth- 
ing but  a  spirit  of  official  quackery  could  have 
prompted  him  to  commence  the  great  work  of  a 
genenl  and  systematic  reformation,  before  he  had 
SeUberately  snnreyed  the  working  of  iu  disordered 
machinery,  and  ascertained  both  the  causes  of  the 
existing  irregularities  and  the  most  effective  means 
of  correcting  them  permanently. 

In  fact,  when  it  is  considered  that  Mr.  Caihoon 
first  necessarily  devoted  himself  to  the  creation  and 
organization  of  the  Departments  of  the  Quarter 
Master  Oeneral,  Surgeon  General,  and  Commissary 
General,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  upon  his 
recommendaUon,  in  April,  1818,  the  wonder  ist  hat 
the  reformaUon  of  the  Engineer  Department  was 
commenced  and  completed  at  such  early  periods  as 
in  fact  it  was.  I  cannot  believe  it  possible,  there- 
fore, the  committee  will  select  the  minute  irregular, 
ities  of  detail  in  a  transaction  which'  was  conducted 
exdnsively  by  subordinate  officers,  and  of  which 
the  irregtuariues  really  belonged  to  the  antecedent 
period  of  disorder,  as  criterion  of  Hr.  Calhoun's 
general  administration  of  the  War  Department. 

Indeed,  the  very  irregularities  which  we  are  now 
considering,  are  the  more  striking,  because  of  the 
perfect  organisation,  responsibihty,  and  system, 
which  Ur.  Calhoun  has  the  high  merit  of  having 
subsequently  imparted  to  all  the  arrangements  and 
operations  of  the  Department. 

Standing  in  contrast  with  his  own  improvements, 
these  petty  and  subordinate  irregularities  are  ex- 
hibited in  bold  relief  to  the  prying  and  invidious  re- 
search of  the  censorious ;  and  in  this  way  not  only 
the  imperfections  which  he  found  in  the  system  of 
administration,  bub  the  signal  regularity  which  he 
introduced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Department, 
are  made  to  farnish  matter  of  accusation  against  him. 
As  the  general  industry,  zeal,  and  ability,  with 
vUch  Mr.  Silboun  dischai^d  his  official  duties,  are 
thus  distinctly  put  in  issue  by  the  direction  wUieh 
the  committee  have  ^ven  to  the  examination,  I 
claim  the  right  of  coiling  before  them  ail  the  Heads 
of  the  subordinate  Departments,  who  were  his  able 
coa^juton  in  the  great  work  of  reform,  and  of  show- 
ing by  their  united  testimony  the  condition  in 
which  he  found  the  Department;  the  fidelity  and 
unremitting  lidmr  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to 
its  improvement;  and  the  hisfa  perfection  of  its  ar* 
rangeinentfl,  which  crowned  nia  labors  irtth  a  soo- 
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cess  equally  conducive  to  his  own  fame  and  to  the 
welfare  of  his  country.  I  must,  therefore,  reqsest 
that  the  committee  will  examine  the  foUowii^  ge*. 
tlemen,  toudiing  this  Iwanoh  <^  the  inquiry :  Major 
General  Brown,  General  Thos.  8.  Jeenip,  General  A. 
Uacomb,  Dr.  J.  Lovell,  Col.  M.  Towson,  CoLG.  GSb- 
son,  CoL  6.  Bomford,  Col.  I.  Roberdeau,  a^d  CoL 
John  E.  Wool.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  wifl 
conclusively  appear  from  their  evidence,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  rigorous  responsibility  and  strict  economy 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  introduced  in  the  operations  and 
disbursements  of  the  Military  Establishment,  have  ef- 
fected an  annual  saving  in  the  i  nnm^tatn 
of  more  than  a  million  mdollars,  to  say  nothuig  of  the 
striking  improvement  made  in  the  moral  of  the  army, 
as  well  as  in  its  military  discipline  and  efficiency. 

Although  the  views  already  presented  show  the 
injustice  of  holding  Mr.  Calhoun  in  any  degree  re> 
spondble  for  the  formal  irregularities  which  may 
have  eiisted  in  the  formation  of  the  contract  with 
Elijah  Mix,  it  is  due  to  the  historical  truth  of  the 
case  that  I  should  state,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  no  m- 
jury  resulted  to  the  Government  from  those  irrega- 
lari^es,  or  from  the  making  of  the  contract  with 
such  a  person.   On  the  contrary,  itwaaconclusvely 
shown  in  the  investigation  which  took  place  on  the 
sulject  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  May, 
1622,  tiiat,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  contnu^ 
notice  was  actually  given,  and  inquiries  made,  nt  all 
the  points  where  suitable  stone  could  be  procured, 
and  that  Colonel  Armisteod,  to  use  his  own  wo^di^ 
"  made  experiments,  by  having  the  stone  quarried 
near  Georgetown  by  laborers  hired  by  the  United 
States,  and  found  that  it  could  not  be  procured  and 
carried  to  Old  Pomt  Comfort  for  fees  than  #3  50 
per  perch,  together  with  the  great  uncertainty  <^ 
getting  vessels  to  transport  it'*   The  testimony  <rf 
Commodore  Rodgers,  General  Mason,  Mr.  Baker  oi 
Georgetown,  and  various  other  witnesses,  all  con- 
curred in  the  uncontradicted  statement,  that  $3  SO 
per  perch  wna  the  lowest  sum  for  which  the  atone 
could  be  delivered.   And  accordmgly,  $3  60  was  the 
lowest  bid  except  that  of  Bijah  Mix.   It  is  apparent, 
therefore,  that  the  contract  at  (3  per  perch  wotdd 
have  been  rAinous  to  Mix, hut  for  "the  very  unex- 
pected and  rapid  full  in  the  price  of  labor  and  trans- 
portation "  adverted  to  by  the  witnesses  in  the  for- 
mer exammation.    Such  was  the  conclusive  force 
of  this  testimony  in  1822,  that  the  hare  reading  of 
it,  without  a  Mngle  word  of  commentary  or  argu- 
ment, induced  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  181  to  20,  to  rdect  the  report  and  resda- 
Uon  of  tiie  select  comnuttee  whh:h  recommended  a 
suspension  of  all  appropriations  for  the  fulfilment  itf 
that  contract.    Although,  therefore,  the  character 
of  Mix  was,  even  at  the  date  of  the  contract, 
stamped  with  infamy,  the  fact  was  then  wbtdly  un- 
known to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  I  believe,  to  every  officer 
of  the  En^^nccr  Department ;  and  however  mock 
some  of  those  officers  may  have  suflbred  from  havhig 
to  deal  with  a  man  so  profligate  and  unprincipled,  it 
is  clear  that  the  Government  has  actually  saved 
$76,000  in  the  whole  contract,  by  accepting  his  bid 
And  I  cannot  but  remark,  in  concluding  this  part  of 
the  Buljcct,  that  the  vigilant  regard  for  the  public 
interest  with  which  Mr.  Calhoun  has  invariably  en- 
forced upon  Mix  the  performance  of  this  contract, 
has  evidently  brought  upon  him  the  inlamoas  cal- 
umny which  has  given  rise  to  this  Investigadon. 

I  cannot  bring  tbis  commonicaUon  to  a  doss 
irithont  formally  and  ^sttnctlj  protesting  agatB4 
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Mending  tbe  exunlnation  and  trial  of  cbargei  agunst 
tbe  mbordiiute  officers  of  the  War  I}epa^t[ne^^  wiUi 
the  prMCDt  inTeatigation.  The  injustice  of  sueb  a 
ecmm  to  those  officers,  has  be«n  already  stated. 
It  would  b«  literally  condemning  them  vithout 
tritL  The  Iqjustice  to  Hr.  Calhoun  is  eqnallj  great, 
tboo^  not  quite  so  obvious.  Upon  princi^es  of 
asBooation,  which  the  committee  will  readily  com- 
pfehend.  it  would  be  visiting  upon  Ur.  Calhoun,  by 
»  moet  severe  and  cruel  dispensation,  the  guilt  of 
these  sabordinate  officers,  established  by  a  mode  of 
proceeding  having  none  of  tbe  forma  of  legal  accu- 
sation ud  trial,  but  Msaming  the  most  odious  of  Uie 
prerogatiTee  of  those  inquMtorial  tribuotla  fortu- 
natdy  known  to  us  only  by  the  history  of  lees  favor- 
ed countries. 

finally :  I  cannot  but  express  my  sincere  regret 
at  tbe  eitraordinary  delay  which  has  characterized 
this  proeeeding,  and  at  the  great  injustice  and  in- 
jaij  whieh  hnve  unavoidably  resulted  to  Hr.  Cal- 
boon  from  that  droomstanee  alone.  It  is  now  more 
than  four  weeks  rince  this  committee  was  chai^d 
to  inquire  whether  the  Vice  Prerident  of  the  United 
States  bad  been  guilty  of  the  infamous  offence  of 
partidpating,  wUle  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  profits 
of  a  contract  made  with  an  indlvidoal,  by  the  Dt3- 
partment  over  which  he  presided.  The  atrocious 
character  of  tbe  chM-ge,  and  the  high  station  of  the 
iadiridial  lmpUc«ted,  mtnraUy  exdted  in  every  por- 
tion of  tbe  TToion  the  most  lively  laterest  ui  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  committee ;  and  tbe  people  of 
tbe  Umteo  States,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay 
vpon  any  other  suppodtion  than  that  some  evidence 
of  guUt  had  been  exhibited,  bare  been  looking,  day 
after  day,  and  week  after  week,  with  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  for  the  result  of  an  InTestigation  in- 
Tolving  not  only  the  honest  name  of  n  public  ser- 
vaot,  who  baa  been  for  fifteen  years  honorably  and 
eminently  identified  with  the  political  history  of  the 
conntry,  but  involving  also,  in  no  email  degree,  tbe 
reputation  of  that  country — whose  rights  and  whose 
honor  he  faaaeo  largely  contributed  to  defend,  whose 
character  be  has  so  largely  contributed  to  elevate, 
and  whose  institutions  he  has  so  successfully  labored 
to  establiflib  and  mature.  If,  from  the  high  honor 
and  nnsospeoted  purity  which  bare  eharacterized 
every  action  of  his  life,  all  who  know  him,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  have  looked  with  equal  confi- 
dence to  his  entire  acquittal  of  tbe  charge  presented, 
H  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  do  not  know 
Ua,  mtM  have  regarded  tbe  unexpected  procrosil- 
natfon  of  tbe  inquiry,  as  a  circumstance  inexplicable, 
If  not  BusiHcioiu.  And,  while  I  am  under  the  ne- 
cessity, from  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee, 
of  stiQ  fiulber  protracting  the  inrestigation,  I  shall 
use  every  effort,  in  which  I  earnestly  solicit  their  co- 
operation, to  bring  this  long  labor  to  a  speedy  ter- 
BUudon. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Tery  great  respect, 

7«tt  obedient  servant.   

GEO.  HcDUFFIE. 

Ur.  Floyd  rose,  and  said,  that  the  report 
which  had  jost  heen  read,  with  the  Binglo  ex- 
ception of  tne  passage  declaring  tho  conviction 
of  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  President  of  tlie 
<Wg«9  imputed  to  him,  was  from  a  majority 
of  the  committee.  After  being  engaged  for 
forty  days  in  this  investigation,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
bad,  10  ur  as  he  ooidd  otdleot  the  aaiwe  of  tbe 


committee,  framed  a  report  accordingly,  which 
report  had  not  proved  agreeable  to  the  minority 
of  the  committee.  The  objection  which  he  had 
to  the  report  adopted  was,  that  it  did  not  give 
the  true  color  to  the  results  of  the  inqniry. 
The  report  which  he  bad  drafted,  and  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  was  about  to  offer  to 
the  House,  did  justice  to  the  views  of  the 
minority ;  and,  as  an  exposition  of  their  viewS| 
he  wished  to  present  ic  to  Uie  House.  Mr.  F. 
s^d  he  had  gone  into  this  inquiry  with  a  dis- 
posiUon  to  do  ample  Jnstice  to  lul  concerned 
10  it.  The  character  and  conduct  of  that  man, 
Mix,  he  said,  had  heen  marked,  in  the  investi- 
gation, by  greater  atrocity  then  hod  ever  been 
witnessed  before  since  tbe  days  of  Titus  Oates. 
He  would  say  one  word  more :  during  those 
days  when  he,  and  others  with  him,  were  stig- 
matized as  "  ruthless  Radicals,"  for  thinking  as 
he  still  thought — for  disapproving  of  YeUow 
Stone  expeditions,  and  enonnons  expenditnres 
for  unnecessary  fortifications — he  must  yet  say, 
in  justice  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  that,  as  regarded  the 
Department  of  War  itself,  the  then  Secretary 
boa  heen  of  as  much  benefit  to  tbe  country  as 
any  man,  in  similar  clrcnmstances,  could  be. 
Previous  to  tlie  yeu- 1818,  there  had  eidsted 
the  greatest  connision  in  tbe  organization  <tf 
that  Department.  The  engineer  department 
had  followed  the  chief  of  engineers  wherever 
ho  moved ;  other  branches  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  War  Office  were  but  little  better 
arrayed,  and  there  was  a  general  want  of  re- 
Mwnsibility  for  disbursements  of  pablio  money. 
The  then  Secretary  (now  Vice  Preeidoit)  had, 
Mr.  F.  was  satisfied,  imparted  an  organization 
and  a  regularity  to  the  Department,  such  as  it 
had  never  before  posscsswi,  and  which  were 
highly  creditable  to  him  as  a  public  ofiicer. 

Mr.  F.  then  presented  to  the  House  a  paper, 
as  expressing  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the 
committee;  and  &e  ^apa  being  about  to  be 
read — 

Mr.  Wrioht  said  he  did  not  rise  to  Interpose 

any  objection  to  tho  proposition  of  thegentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  but  to  say  a  word 
on  the  part  of  a  minority  of  the  committee, 
whose  organ  he  was,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
that  gentleman.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  paper  he  exhibited  as  contfun- 
ing  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
contmned  a  clearer  view  of  the  transactions 
of  the  committee  than  the  report  made  by  the 
m^ority. 

[Mr.  Flotd  explained,  that  he  had  not 
meant  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  the 
mf^ority  of  the  committee,  but  merely  to  say 
that,  as  one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee^ 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  color  of  the  reports 

Mr.  Wright  :  The  gentleman  now  says  he 
did  not  like  the  color  given  by  the  report  to 
the  transactions  before  the  committee,  and 
therefore  he  was  induced  to  offer  his  project. 
Sir,  Boid  Mr.  W.,  the  committee  have  given  no 
color  to  tiie  focts  detailed  in  the  report.  The 
m^ority  'etndionaly  avoided  giving  any  coIot, 
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or  ezpresnng  their  opinion  on  faots  rdating  to 
Otiier  than  the  direct  matter  before  them, 
nierein,  he  said,  would  be  found  to  be  much 
of  the  difference  between  the  report  and  the 
paper  now  exhibited.  He  said  there  would 
also  be  fonnd  another  difference,  which  he 
oonddered  material  in  such  a  paper,  and  he 
believed  a  m^ority  thought  that  the  princip^ 
objection  to  the  paper  offered  as  a  report. 
That  was  in  this — both  papers  nnijaalifiedlj 
uononnced  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  tlie  infamous  character  of  Uix,  ren- 
dering him  unworthy  of  beliet 

The  report,  when  it  had  asserted  tliat,  souaht 
no  more  to  establisb  the  fact  by  a  aetidled 
reference  to  his  testimony.  It  was  not  thought 
necessary  or  proper  to  do  so.  The  p^wr  offer- 
ed asserts  the  fact  of  Uix's  infamy,  and  then 
labors,  through  many  pa{^,  to  prove  the  asser- 
tion true,  thus  wasting  its  force  upon  an  im- 
material matter,  and  losmg  sight  of  the  princi- 
pal matter  in  view.  The  paper  offered  em- 
ploja  many  hard  and  harsh  words,  in  charac- 
terizing Mix's  evidence,  which  a  majority 
thought  unnecessary,  and  highly  improper  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  made  to  this  House. 
They  could  not  add  to  Mix's  infamy,  but  might 
detract  from  the  respect  the  members  of  the 
oommittee  felt  for  themselves  and  the  Honse. 
These,  I  beUeve,  sir,  were  the  vrincipal  ol|Jeo- 
tions  with  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
against  adt^ting  the  paper  now  <^ered  as  their 
report. 

llr.  W.  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection  to 
the  gentleman  presenting  his  views  to  the 
House,  in  any  way  most  agreeable  to  bhoselt 
or  to  any  order  the  Honse  mi^t  feel  disposed 
to  m^e  on  them. 

The  p^r  presented  by  Mr.  Floyd,  as  es- 
prettdve  of  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
ecmunittee^  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  vhorn  wu  referred  the 
communication  of  the  Vice  President,  of  the  29th 
December  last,  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation, and  report: 

That  the  committee  convened,  as  soon  after  their 
appointment,  as  could  he  done  with  convenience,  to 
consider  the  subject  referred  to  them.  The  first  step 
which  they  thoajght  it  advisable  to  take,  was  to  in- 
Ibrm  the  Vice  President  that  the  committee  was  or- 
gaoized,  end  would  receive  any  eommonicatioa  he 
might  tbiok  proper  to  make.  This  was  accordingly 
done  on  the  2d  of  January  last ;  in  reply  to  which 
the  committee  received  a  letter  on  the  8d,  stating, 
that  his  communication  to  the  House,  of  the  20th 
December  last,  would  make  known  to  the  committee 
his  motive  (or  soliciting  an  inquiry ;  ttiat  he  had 
nothing  fmther  to  add  uian  to  rriterato  his  desire 
to  have  a  fuU  investigaUon;  and  that,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  inconvenience  and  delay  of  communicat- 
ing by  letter,  be  bad  requested  Mr.  UcDufBe  to  act 
as  his  friend  before  the  committee.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  Ur,  UcDufBe  was  admitted  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether 
there  were  any  charges  on  file  in  the  Department  of 
War,  or  any  paper  or  doeument  which  went  to 
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show  that  the  Vice  P^eddent  had  been,  whilst  Sec- 
retary of  that  Department,  engaged  hi  any  eanr 
tract,  or  in  the  profits  of  which  he  in  any  ny 
participated.  The  result  of  this  inqiury  was,  tbat 
there  were  no  charges,  or  other  evidenoe^  of  amj 
kind,  against  liim. 

Tet,  as  a  eonfidential  letter,  i^ed  hj  X.  Wx, 
and  addressed  to  the  author  of  **  Bancmc,"  wh* 
was  known  to  be  Major  Satteriee  Clark,  a  Paymas- 
ter, who  bad  been  dismissed  from  the  service  whilst 
Mr,  Calhoun  was  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  for  not  settling  bia  accounts,  aa  will  be  nKire 
distinctly  seen  by  reference  to  the  testimony  of 
CoL  TowBon,  had  appeared  in  one  of  the  Dtwepa 
pers,  ininted  in  this  JUitrict,  and  the  Tiee  Pien- 
dcnt,in  his  communication  to  the  committee,  of 
the  8d  of  January  last,  having  referred  to  it,  and 
desiring  a  full  investigation,  the  committee  &lx  it 
their  duty  to  examine  the  whole  subject  fully  and 
freely,  as  containing  the  foundation  of  his  leUer  to 
the  Uouse  of  Representatives. 

From  an  inquiry  into  this  subject,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  Howes  Goldsborough  and  Elijah  Mix 
were  competitors  for  a  eontraet  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  December  la<t,  and, 
on  GoldBborougfa^a  arriving  in  this  city,  he  pm- 
cured  from  Miyor  Satteriee  Clark,  the  aothw  at 
the  publication  «gned  "  Hancock,"  a  copy  of  the 
conGdentid  letter  from  Mix  to  the  author  of  Han- 
cock, to  be  osed  in  depriving  Mix  of  tiie  <MHltzae^ 
should  he  find  it  necessary. 

From  this  copy  a  transcript  was  taken  by  Wm. 
F.  Thornton,  the  junior  Editor  of  the  Phoenix  Ga- 
zette, and  published  by  him  in  that  paper  the  next 
day.  wluch  was  the  28th  of  December  Iast|  accom- 
panied with  his  editorial  remarks. 

This  letter  of  Mix  to  the  author  of  Hancock  is  an 
exhibit  among  the  files  of  the  committee,  and  was 
acknowledged  by  him  to  be  in  liis  own  hand- 
writing. The  motives  which  induced  him  to  make 
tills  communicaUon,  he  has  himself  developed.  To 
extort  money  seems  to  hare  be'en  his  um,  wilhont 
any  scruples  as  to  the  means  by  which  his  ot^ect 
was  to  be  accom|dished. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  evidence  on  thla  port 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  unable  to  find 
any  thing  warranting  the  beUef  that  the  olHeer  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  of  War  had  any  ageac^ 
in  the  publication  of  this  letter  In  the  Pbosnfat  Ga> 
zette. 

It  Is  duo,  however,  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  that  the 
committee  should  state,  that  bis  cooimunicatkta  to 
the  House  of  RepresentaUves  was  fbanded  excfo- 
sively  on  the  pablication  in  the  Fhoeidx  Gaxette  of 
the  2Sth  of  December,  and  that  the  facta  aasmned 
in  that  communication,  viz :  That  the  letter  of  Uix 
to  the  author  of  Hancock  had  been  made  the  bada 
of  an  official  act,  and  would,  of  course,  be  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  Department,  were  pro- 
fessedly stated ;  the  first  upon  the  authority  of  that 
paper,  and  the  second  as  an  inference  from  the 
statement  contained  in  iL 

In  the  early  stage  of  this  invest^tion,  the  com- 
mittee di8co\-ered,  from  the  letter  of  Major  Vandc- 
ventcr  to  E.  Mis,  dated  the  '7th  of  August,  181S, 
and  to  which  they  refer,  that  a  person  whose  name 
was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  was  interested  io  iha 
contract  commonly  called  the  Mix,  or  Bip  Rap 
Contract. 

On  making  this  discovery,  the  eommittee  ielt 
bound,  if  poMbl^  to  bring  to  Ugfat  this  hiddea  a»- 
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soctate ;  and  in  following  op  their  inqairieB,  they 
have  been  led  into  a  much  wilder  field  than  could 
at  first  haTe  beea  anticipated.  Tbej  bare.  In  short, 
found  it  neee—ary  to  go  thorongfaly  into  tiw  ori^ 
and  history  of  the  Bip  Rap  Contract,  wUch  involved 
the  ncoesntj'  of  ■ummoaing  numeroiu  witneues 
from  distant  p*rta,  who  were  believed  to  posBess 
knowledge  of  tliis  contract;  coniequend;  requiring 
much  time  Ibr  their  examination. 

Tlte  oommittee  are,  however,  unanimowly  of 
Ofdidoii,  that  there  it  notliiDg  In  the  evidence  to 
warrant  a  briie^  or  even  the  digfatest  stupicion, 
that  the  Ttce  President  was  intererted  In  any 
coatnet  nade  with  the  Department  of  War,  whilst 
howas  entrusted  with  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  or 
that  he,  cither  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  In 
the  profits  of  any  stidi  contract,  or  that  he  connived 
at  auch  partidpatimi  in  any  of  hit  solxMdinate 
officera 

F>om  the  prominent  flgars  which  EIQah  Hlz 
makes  in  this  tramaotion,  tiinnighont,  oocnpying 
the  twofold  attitude  of  an  informer  and  a  witness, 
seems  to  command  of  the  committee  a  direct  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  they  hsve  formed  of  bis  general 
character  for  veracity,  u  well  as  of  the  specific 
opinion  they  have  formed  in  relation  to  some  of  the 
most  prcHntncnt  parts  of  his  testimony. 

On  the  subject  of  his  general  character  for  veni> 
dty,  they  have  no  hedtation  in  saying,  that  be  is 
entirely  destitute  of  the  slightest  claim  to  be  beBeved 
npon  his  oath. 

They  have  come  to  this  condiuion,  not  only  from 
the  testimony  of  respectable  witnesses,  going  to 
cstahlLdi  the  general  inlamy  of  bis  character,  but 
from  tlie  total  ^srcgard  for  truth  which  be  mani- 
fested during  the  progress  of  his  examination,  and 
the  numerous  contradictions  in  which  be  involved 
himself  whilst  giving  in  his  testimony  in  the  presence 
of  the  committee. 

Without  attempting  to  detail  the  nameroos 
instances  in  which  it  is  apparent  to  the  committee 
tliat  iie  has  sworn  to  wiUVd  and  ddibcrate  falsehoods, 
they  have  confined  themselves  to  those  parts  of  his 
testimony  which  demsnd  a  separate  and  distinct 
considoratkra  on  other  groundi. 

On  bia  first  examination,  he  produced  a  letter 
written  by  Major  Vanderentor  to  him,  dated  the  1th. 
of  August,  1818,  commencing  with  the  following 

iBBtilated  sentence:  "I  am  very  sorry  that  the  , 

who  am  concerned  la  the  contract,  will  not  sgree 
to  admit  George  on  the  terms  you  have  stated.** 

The  letter  then  goes  on  to  eute,  thst  the  writer 
(Tandeventer)  had  informed  Major  Cooper,  his  fk- 
thcr-in-law,  that  there  was  one  other  person  concern- 
ed in  the  contract,  whose  name  was  not  to  be  men- 
tioned; and  the  letter  seems  to  bo  designed  to  pte- 
▼aH  Bpon  Mr.  Cooper  to  become  one  of  the  sureties 
for  tluB  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  witfaoat  the  con- 
dition, on  which  it  appears  he  was  indslit^,  that  his 
■on  George  should  Mve  tme^orth  of  tite  contract. 
lUx  states  that  this  letter  was  obliterated  when  be 
Kceived  it,  and  that  be  docs  not  know  what  were 
the  worda  that  have  been  erased.  The  committee 
sre  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  erssure  was  ntade 
by  Mix,  for  the  purpose  of  tiirowing  a  mystery  over 
the  matter,  and  of  exdting  susidcion  thst  the  peison 
mded  to  in  the  part  t^literated  was  Mr.  Ouhonn. 

That  the  obliteration  was  not  made  by  the  writer 
ef  the  letter  is  clear,  from  several  obvious  eoosider- 
**loM.  If  he  liad  been  so  destroos  to  conceal  ttie 
Words  erased,  the  obvious  and  uatnral  oonrse  would 
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have  been,  to  have  omitted  them  altogether,  Instead 
of  first  writing  them  down  snd  then  making  an  en^ 
sore  that  rendered  the  sentence  unintelligible. 

Anotlier  drenmstance,  that  tends  to  aatisQr  the 
eenunittee  that  tlte  erasure  was  made  by  Mix,  is  the 
maufest  difference  between  the  ink  witii  which  the 
letter  is  written,  and  that  with  which  the  erasnra 
is  made,  and  the  equally  strildng  resemblance  be- 
tween the  ink  used  in  making  the  erasure  in  qnes* 
tion,  and  that  used  In  malung  other  erasures  in  the 
same  letter,  which  Mix  acknowledges  wera  made 
by  himsdf.  It  is  obvious  to  the  committee,  that 
the  word** the **u  left  onobliterated  immediately 
preceding  tlie  erasore,  in  order  to  raise  a  suspicion 
that  the  word  *'  Secretary,"  or  "  Secretary  of  War,* 
occupied  the  blotted  space  which  followed:  But 
not  understanding  the  rules  of  grammar,  which, 
otherwise,  is  an  Ingenious  device,  has  left  visible  the 
words  "  who  are  concerned,"  immediately  after  the 
erasure ;  fVom  which  it  is  evident  tlut  the  defiidte 
article  preceding  the  erasure  must  have  agreed,  not 
with  "Secretarv,"  but  with  some  common  sobstsif 
tive  in  the  plural  number,  such  as  "  the  other  fpntie- 
men,"  **  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen,"  according  to 
the  explanation  given  by  Major  Tandeventer.  TUs 
exidanation  of  the  words  oUitented,  which  is 
almost  self-evident,  conelodvely  shows  that  Tande- 
venter could  have  no  motive  to  make  the  obUtera- 
tion,  and  as  clearly  shows  the  base  motives  by  which 
Mix  must  have  been  actuated  in  making  it. 

If,  to  these  circumstances,  we  add  the  oath  of 
Major  Tandeventer,  that  he  did  not  make  the  era- 
sure,  the  fiict  that  Mix  did  ia  established  by  a  con- 
clusive weight  of  evidence. 

On  his  first  examination.  Mix  stated  that,  previ- 
ous to  the  13th  of  April,  1821,  be  presented  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  among  other  papers  explanatory  of  his 
claims,  a  letter  from  Major  Tandeventer  to  him, 
(Mix,)  written  whilst  they  were  both  in  the  city  (j€ 
New  York,  dated  the  Ist  of  April,  1821,  and  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  which  Tandeventer 
had  that  morning  written,  from  New  York,  to  Mr. 
Calhoun.  In  the  first  bistance,  Mix  stated  to  the 
oommittee  that  he  eonld  net  recollect  the  contents 
of  the  confidential  letter,  farther  than  that  it  io- 
formed  Mr.  Calhoun  that  Mix  bad  been  brought  to 
terms,  and  would  consent  to  the  transfer  to  Golds- 
borough. 

He  afterwards,  during  the  same  examination, 
ststed  that  it  contained  something  about  Tande- 
venter's  going  abroad  upon  a  foreign  mission.  A 
member  of  the  committee  perceiving  that  be  had  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  to  wUdi  he  occodonally  refei^ 
red,  asked  If  that  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion. He  said  that  it  was  not  a  correct  copy,  but 
that  he  had  two  others  at  home,  one  of  which  was 
correct,  or  neariy  so.  On  being  requested  to  give 
up  the  paper  he  held  in  his  band,  be  refused,  stating 
that  it  was  too  incorrect  to  be  exhibited  as  a  co^^. 
The  next  day  he  produced  the  two  other  alleged 
copies,  together  with  the  one  he  had  refused  to 
give  up  the  day  before.  On  being  asked  which  of 
the  three  was  the  most  ccMvect  copy,  he  said  he 
could  not  tell,  but  stated  that  they  were  all  copied 
from  the  oripnal  while  it  was  in  his  possesion.  He 
now  stated  that  he  lost  the  letter  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  five  or  ux  inontits  or  a  year  before 
Mr.  Calhoun  left  it. 

He  farther  stated,  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  pres- 
ence 4^  General  Macomb  and  Captain  Smith,  of  the 
En^beer  Corps,  toolc  the  bundle  of  p^pmi  hdd 
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them  on  bia  table  before  him,  and  Baid  he  would 
att«ud  to  them.  That  he  (Mix)  retired,  but  re- 
turaed,  io  from  fire  to  ten  minutes,  and  wrote  a 
note  to  Mr.  Calhoim  from  the  audlenc*  room,  re- 
queiUng  either  to  see  him  or  have  his  papers  return- 
ed. That  the  bundle  was  presented  to  him  hj  the 
messenger,  and,  on  examining  it,  he  perceired  that 
the  letter  of  the  let  of  April,  1821,  was  missiDg; 
^t  he  immediately  went  into  Ur.  Calhoun's  room 
and  stated  the  fact  that  a  paper  voa  missing,  upon 
which  Mr.  CaUionii  called  Major  Vandeventer,  and 
asked  him  if  be  knew  any  thing  of  it.  Major  Yan- 
deventer  answered  promptly,  no ;  and  llr.  Calhoun, 
looking  sternly,  first  at  Vandeventer,  ud  then  at 
Mix,  said  be  knew  nothing  of  it. 

On  examining  the  three  copies,  they  are  alt  found 
to  agree  tolerably  well  in  substance,  but  differ  both 
ia  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  sen- 
tences, and  in  the  words  used  to  express  the  same 
idea.  The  compontion  is  evidently  that  of  an  il' 
literate  man,  who  does  not  understand  the  rules  of 
grammatical  construction. 

Hi^or  Vandeveoter  denies,  unequivocally,  that 
he  ever  wrote  such  a  letter  to  Mr.  Calhoim,  and  also 
atates,  that  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  by  Mix,  when 
he  states  the  loss  of  the  letter  in  the  Department  of 
War,  he  had  notluns  Airtber  to  do  with  the  bundle 
of  papers  than  to  take  them  from  Ur.  Calhoun's  to- 
ll^, in  compliance  with  his  order,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  messenger  at  the  door,  to  be  handed  by  him 
to  Mr.  Mix.  He  also  states  that  the  bundle  ap- 
peared not  to  have  been  opened  at  all ;  and  Cap- 
tain Smith  also  says  that  Mr.  Culbouo  was  engaged 
in  official  business  with  him  daring  tho  whole  time 
the  papers  remained  there. 

The  committee  have  no  bedtatton  in  pronouncing 
these  alleged  cojucs  of  a  confidential  letter  from 
Major  Vun<leventer  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  gross 
fabrications,  and  that  the  whole  story  about  receiv- 
ing such  a  letter  from  Vandeventer,  and  losing  it 
in  the  Department  of  War,  is  a  tissoe  of  falsehood 
throughout. 

To  say  nothing  of  IBx^  cnaracter,  and  the  posi- 
tive denial  of  Vandeventer,  both  as  to  the  fact  of 
wridng  such  a  letter,  and  as  to  the  fact  of  taking  it 
out  of  the  bundle  in  the  Department  of  War,  the 
atory  is,  in  itself,  so  improbable,  and  contains  so 
many  internal  evidences  of  fabrication,  that  the 
cwnmittce  feel  tM>uud  to  r^ect  tho  papers  presented 
as  forgeries. 

It  appears  that  Vjdor  Vandeventer  had  gone  to 
Kew  York  to  prevail  npon  Mix  to  consent  to  the 
transfertoGoldxborougb,aQdhad  succeeded  la  that 
object  by  personal  comrounicatiou.  It  is  quite 
likely,  therefore,  that  be  used  all  tho  ailments  he 
could  suggest  in  the  conversations  he  had  with  Mix 
OQ  the  But^e^  previous  to  obtaining  his  consent ; 
and  it  Is  particularly  to  be  presumed,  that,  if  he  bad 
any  thing  confidential,  he  would  have  communi- 
cated It  verbally;  and  not  in  writing. 

NoUiing  can  b«  more  onnatural  and  improbable 
upon  the  face  of  it,  than  that  he  would  have  formally 
reduced  to  writing,  and  sent  to  a  man  who  was  in 
the  some  city  with  biro,  confidential  matter,  which 
he  must  luive  previously  stated  in  conversation,  if 
the  whole  be  not  a  fUtrieation.  In  addition  to  the 
improbaUUly  of  the  story  itself,  the  papers  pre- 
sented aa  copies  of  the  confidential  leljfcr  have  in- 
ternal evidences  of  their  having  been  fabricated  by 
Mix.  lie  swears  that  they  were  all  taken  from  the 
ori^nal,  whilst  In  MapoawMlpiL  If  he  had  merely 
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taken  copies  from  the  original,  it  would  have  been 
much  easier  to  take  a  true  copy  than  an  iocomet 
one,  and  all  Uie  objects  of  copying  would  be  de- 
feated by  not  making  the  Mpy  aceomte.  Now,  it 
is  found  that  all  the  three  oopMS,  taken,  as  heiiy^ 
fVom  the  same  original,  differ  from  each  other  in 
the  construction,  composition,  and  arrangesneat  of 
the  sentences.  But  the  most  concloHive  badge  ai 
forgery  stamped  upon  the  papers  themselves,  b 
their  composition.  They  are  evidently  composed 
by  an  illiterate  man,  who  does  not  understand  the 
art  of  writing  good  English,  and  correapood,  in  this 
respect,  with  the  general  character  of  Mix's  com- 
position. On  the  contrary,  from  tbe  letters  of  Ma- 
jor Vandeventer,  it  is  obvious  that  he  writes  cor- 
rectly and  grammatically.  Moreover,  it  is  highly 
improbable,  in  tbe  nature  of  things,  that  Mix  should 
have  taken  three  separate  copies,  onleas  we  Boppose 
he  bad  a  foresight  of  its  loss ;  and  even  if  that  bad 
been  the  case  he  would  have  taken  one  oorrcotcopy, 
instead  of  three  incorrect  <MieB.  The  story  reia^ 
to  the  loss  of  the  original  is  equally  im|H«bable, 
and  ia  accompanied  by  palpable  oontradictioBS. 
Ue  first  stated  that  he  lost  it  previous  to  the  IStk 
of  April,  1821 ;  and,  afUrwards,  that  it  was  five  or 
»x  months,  or  a  year,  before  Mr.  Calhoun  left  the 
Department  of  War.  That  he  ahonld  hsTe  left  ths 
papers  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  deliberatdy  esaa- 
inod,  and  returned,  and  asked  for  them  in  fiveorrix 
minutes,  can  only  be  accounted  for  npon  the  nffo- 
sition  that  fais  object,  from  the  beginning,  was  to 
give  a  j^usible  fitce  to  the  story  he  was  invoitii^- 

The  whole  of  his  evidence  relative  to  this  letter, 
is  contradictory  and  susjncious.  He  stated,  in  the 
first  instance,  Uiat  one  of  the  copies  was  nearly  oo^ 
rect,  but.that  the  one  he  then  had  with  him  wsa  so 
inaccurate  that  he  would  not  present  it.  The  next 
day,  when  be  produced  all  three  of  tho  oojaes,  he 
could  not  tell  which  was  the  most  accuraXe,  or 
whether  the  one  which  be  bad  refused  to  give  Bp, 
OS  being  too  inaccurate,  was  less  accurate  than  the 
rest.  That  copy,  in  fact,  contains  all  that  the  otb* 
era  contain,  and  is  at  least  equally  as  fall  aa  they  ate. 

Tbe  next  porUon  of  the  testimony  of  Mix,  wluek 
the  committee  think  proper  to  noUce  separately,  is 
tho  letter  of  Major  Vandeventer,  of  tho  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, I8:i0,  which  he  produced  on  his  second  ex- 
amination, with  the  accompanying  testimony,  givtn 
by  him,  as  to  tbe  execution  of  the  second  bond. 
Mi^or  Vandeventer  bad  stated  that  the  aecond  bmd 
was  executed  a  short  time  after  the  first,  to-wit, 
some  time  in  the  eariy  part  of  the  Fall  of  1S18. 

Mix  produced  this  letter  of  the  Uih  of  Octobtf, 
1820,  written  by  Vandeventer  to  him,  at  New  Todt, 
in  which  Mix  is  requested  to  "  attend  to  tbe  bond.' 
Seising  upon  this  exwession  in  Vandeventer^  let* 
ter,  to  give  c(dw  to  his  story,  he  swears  thst  lbs 
bond  was  executed  in  New  York  about  the  date  ol 
the  letter,  and  that  tbe  reference  in  that  letter  was 
to  the  executing  of  the  bond.  After  repeated^ 
swearing  to  this  iact.  In  answer  to  eeveral  qnes- 
tions,  he  was  asked  if  he  distinctly  recollected  te 
have  signed  the  bond,  and  to  have  seen  tbe  anreties 
sign  it  in  the  latter  part  of  I82a  To  this  he  »a- 
swered,  that  be  distinctly  recollected  s^icg  tbe 
bond,  bat  not  in  the  faU  of  1820.  Be  then  admit- 
ted, that  the  second  bond  was  ezecoted  a  short  time 
after  the  first.  Major  Vandeventer  states,  that  the 
request  in  the  letter  of  the  I7th  October,  1820, 
idwut  the  bond,  refined  to  the  pcocnrement  of  the 
oeetifioateof  tbe  Becoider,  ai  to  the  snffiaeBoy  of 
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the  eecaiities ;  and  GenenI  Swift  bwcbts,  Aat  the 
Bccond  bond  was  lodged  in  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment  in  tbo  Fall  of  1818,  before  he  left  the  office  of 
Chief  Engineer. 

It  is  ertdent,  therefore,  that  the  whole  of  Hiz'a 
testimony,  relatlre  to  tb«  exeeotion  of  the  agpond 
bond,  in  1820,  is  vantonly  and  malicioiuly  false,  and 
intended  to  discredit  Yaodeventer. 

The  hut  piece  of  the  testimony  of  EUjah  Mix, 
npon  which  the  committee  deem  it  necessary  to 
proQoance  a  separate  and  specific  opinion,  ia  the 
tetter  of  H^or  Vandeventer,  of  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, 1818,  with  the  accompanying  explaiuitions. 
Thb  letter  was  prodnced  at  the  close  of  Us  second 
examination,  afker  he  had  repeatedly  stated  that  he 
had  no  other  letters  of  Vandeventer  in  his  posses- 
non.    The  letter  was  mutilated  in  several  places 
by  catting  oat  words;  and  as  these  mutilations 
render  the  letter  unintelligible  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  express  their 
opinion,  both  as  £o  the  person  who  made  them,  and 
as  to  the  ot^ect  for  which  they  were  made.  They 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  they  were  made  by 
Mix,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  snspicion  against 
Ur.  Calhoun,  and  that  he  is  not  to  be  credited  when 
he  says  that  it  was  done  by  Vandeveater.  That  the 
House  may  hare  the  means  of  estimating  the  char- 
acter of  this  witness,  the  committee  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  state,  briefly  and  distinctly,  the  clr- 
contstaoces  connected  with  this  part  of  his  testimo- 
ny.   Near  the  close  of  his  last  examination,  he 
nluntarily  stated  to  the  committee,  that,  rince  his 
first  examination,  Major  Vandeventer  had  come  to 
him,  and  requested  to  know  whether  he  could  find 
tiie  Wtter  of  tlie  3d  of  August,  stating  that  he  de- 
sired permission  to  cut  out  or  erase  certain  words 
tint  were  in  it ;  that  he  (Mix)  found  the  letter  the 
next  day,  and  carried  it  to  Yaoderenter,  at  the 
Department  of  War,  who  requested  him  not  to 
speak  about  it  there,  for  that  they  were  watched,  and 
would  be  overheard,  and  proposed  to  go  to  tho 
house  of  Mix  that  night,  to  converse  with  him  on 
the  subject;  that  Vitndeventer  came  to  his  house, 
accordingly,  and  prevailed  upon  him,  by  importu- 
nity, to  piormit  the  letter  to  be  mutilated,  and  Uiat 
it  Was  mutilated  accordingly,  by  Vandeventer.  In 
WMwer  to  repeated  questions,  seeking  to  ascertain 
the  words  cut  out,  he  always  answered  that  ho  did 
not  know  any  thing  of  them ;  yet  stated  that  the 
words  cut  out,  in  two  separate  places,  were,  he  be- 
lieved, the  same. 

H^or  Vandeventer,  on  being  recalled,  stated  that 
be  had  never  seen  the  letter  in  question  since  ho 
*n>te  it ;  that  Mix  never  had  been  to  see  him  at  the 
wpartment  of  War  since  his  first  exsminatloD. 

lodependently  of  the  established  infamy  of  Mix's 
character,  and  the  positive  denial  of  Major  Yande- 
Wnter,  this  story  has  all  the  characteristics  of  a  fab- 
wcatlon.  Nothing  is  more  improbable,  than  that 
J^OT  Vandeventer  should  have  placed  himself  com- 
P«twy  in  the  power  of  an  enemy,  who  was  using 
"wy  edbrt  to  destroy  his  character ;  and,  if  bo  hud 
ew  done  so,  he  would  rather  have  obtained  pos- 
|»wion  of  the  letter,  and  destroyed  it,  than  have  left 
U  Hkthe  hands  of  his  enemy.just  so  far  mutilated  as 
">  excite  su9[ncion,  and  no  farther.  For  it  is  to  bo 
"jwwked,  that  the  word  "  the  "  is  artftilly  left  im- 
'™|"Jely  preceding  two  or  three  of  the  excisions, 
™h  the  view,  no  doubt,  of  making  the  impression 
thttthe  word  "Socrettry"  existed  la  the  space  out 
wt;  though  Mix  repeatedly  said  that  he  did  not 


know  what  wen  the  words  cut  out.  The  commit- 
tee, therefore,  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  tiiat  the 
mutilations  in  the  letter  were  made  by  Mix. 

This  contract,  though  formed  on  the  S6th  of 
July,  181S,  between  General  J.  Q.  Swift,  Chief  En- 
cineer,  on  the  part  of  the  Uidted  States,  and  EUjah 
Mix,  for  himseli^  forthe  delivery  of  one  hand  red  and 
fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone,  at  the  Rip  Raps,  in 
Hampton  Roads,  was  soon  afterwards  divided  into 
four  parts,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  letters  of  Miyor 
Vandeventer,  bearing  date  the  Sd  and  ^th  of  Au- 
gust, 1818,  in  the  manner  following :  One-fourth  part 
to  Mix,  one-fourth  part  to  Vandeventer,  one-fonrth 
part  to  Jenmogs,  and  onc-fonrth  part  to  a  person 
whose  name  was  to  be  kept  secret. 

The  only  expbmatioa  on  this  part  of  the  suhjeet» 
which  it  ia  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  give, 
ia  that  they  believed  the  erasures  and  excisions  in 
the  letters  of  the  8d  of  August,  1818,  and  the  ITth 
of  October,  1820,  contained  the  words  of  "the  Gen- 
eral" or  "  General  Swift,"  as,  at  the  time  of  writing 
them,  H^jor  Vanderenter  belieTed  General  Smft 
was  eoncemecl  in  the  contract ;  which  impresdim 
he  now  swears  was  made  by  the  representations  of 
Mix,  and  was  retained,  until  pending  the  investiga- 
tion in  1822,  when  the  GeneroT  made  oath  that  ho 
never  had  been  interested  in  that  contract.  Mr. 
Jennings  also  swears,  that  he  was  informed  by  Mix 
that  Gen.  Swift  woa  interested  in  his  contract. 
Mix  also  admits  that  be  might  bare  told  Vandaren- 
ter  so. 

Immediately  after  this  contract  was  closed,  a  bond 
was  given  for  the  ftilfilment  of  its  conditions,  in  the 
Bum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  dated  the  6th  of 
August,  1818,  and  signed  by  Elijah  Mix,  George 
Cooper,  Samuel  Cooper,  and  James  Oakley.  Sealed 
and  delivered  in  presence  of  J<^  Uattb  and  Simon 
HiUyer. 

To  which  Is  attached  tiie  following  certificate  of 
the  Recorder  of  New  Totlt : 

"  The  sureties  having  been  by  me  duly  sworn,  I 
do  hereby  approre  of  them  as  good  and  sufficient. 

''Nkw  Tobk,  6th  Aug.  1818.        R.  RIKER." 

Upon  this  bond's  being  received  at  the  Engineer 
Department,  an  advance  of  $10,000  npon  the  con- 
tract was  made  to  Mix,  by  a  draft  upon  the  branch 
Bank  of  the  U.  States  at  New  York.  After  this 
period,  it  was  discovered  that  there  were  two  errors 
in  the  bond ;  first,  that  it  was  for  the  delivery  of 
one  hondred  thousand  perch  of  stone,  instead  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  which  the  contract 
called  for ;  next,  that  the  name  of  George  Cooper 
was  placed  In  the  bond  as  one  of  the  contractors, 
when  Mix  alone  was  the  contractor. 

Some  time  after  the  date  of  this  bond,  it  was  can- 
celled, and  one  formed  to  suit  the  provisims  of  the 
'  contract,  in  all  particulars,  and  was  forwarded  to  tho 
Engineer  Department,  which  second  bond  was  dated 
the  6th  of  August,  1818,  the  same  day  on  which  the 
first  was  dated.  At  what  precise  period  this  bond 
was  received  at  the  Engineer  Department,  is  not 
known,  but,  if  the  testimony  of  General  Swift  and 
Major  Vandeventer  is  correct,  It  most  have  been 
early  in  the  Fall  of  1818. 

Tha  sum  of  $10,000  was  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury, it  is  supposed,  upon  a  verbal  requisition,  u 
there  is  nothing  written  upon  the  subject.  Tihia, 
however,  previous  to  the  date  of  this  transaction, 
was  sometimes  the  ease,  as  appears  from  the  tcsti- 
mony  of  General  Swift,  and  from  the  commnnicft* 
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tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  to 
the  Gommlttec,  dated  the  lOUi  day  of  February, 

182T. 

Tlic  committee  think  it  Airtber  necefisary  to  itate 
that  the  certificate  of  the  Recorder  of  Kcw  York, 
which  waa  attached  to  the  first  or  tlie  cancelled  bond, 
ia  not  attached  to  Uie  second  or  new  bond,  but  that, 
irlicn  a  copy  of  this  bond  was  sent  to  a  committee 
of  the  House,  in  the  year  1822,  the  copy  of  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  old  was  attached  to  the  new  bond, 
and  certified  by  an  officer  to  be  a  tme  copy.  The 
manner  in  which  this  irregularity  happened,  Is  ac- 
counted for  In  the  tCBUmony  of  Captain  Smith.  It 
does  not  appear,  in  any  part  of  this  Inquiry,  that 
the  United  States  Bostained  any  iq|ury,  although 
there  were  some  irregularities. 

After  taking  all  the  testimony  which  could  be  bad, 
calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  subject;  the  com- 
mittee feel  it  their  daty  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  warranting  a  belief,or 
that  tends  to  induce  even  the  slightest  suspicion,  that 
Mr.  Calhoun  was,  ^ther  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
cerned in  any  contract  made  with  the  Department 
of  War,  whilst  he  was  secretary  of  that  department, 
or  that  he  participated  in  the  profits  of  any  such 
contract,  or  that  he  connived  at  any  snch  partici- 
pation in  any  of  hia  subordinate  offlcera ;  and  that, 
in  their  opinion,  there  are  uo  grounds  for  any  fur- 
ther proceedings. 

On  raotion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  the  above  paper 
vaa  then  orderod  to  lie  oa  the  table,  and  bo 

priutod, 

Mr.  Saukdbbs,  of  North  Carolina,  moved 
tliat  the  paper  referred  to  ia  the  report  of  the 
committee,  as  coDtaining  tlie  protest  of  Mr. 
HoDcFFiE,  on  the  behSf  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
against  certiun  acts  of  the  committee,  be  now 
road. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order,  as  the  report  and  docameots  had 
jiut  been  laid  upon  the  table  by  tlte  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  motion,  however, 
ini^t  be  received  by  leave  of  the  Hotise. 

The  question  being  pnt,  leave  was  granted 
for  the  motion ;  and 

Mr.  Sauxders  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wbiqiit  opposed  tlie  reading  of  this 
document,  nnless  the  other  documents  aceom- 
ponytDg  the  report  were  read  also.  If  this 
were  read,  he  should  call  for  Uie  reaiUng  o!  all 
the  rest 

Jii.  SAVSDSBa  replied,  that,  should  thergon- 
tlomon  do  so,  it  would  be  for  tJie  House  to 
taj  whether  his  call  should  i>e  complied  with. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  reading  the 
document,  embraced  by  tne  motion  of  Mr. 
SAf  NDBBS,  and  negatived — ayes  V8,  nays  81. 

Mr.  FoKSTTH  asked  leave  to  present  a  peti- 
tion which  had  reference  to  the  sul^ect  now 
before  the  Ilouse. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  F.  thea  presented 
the  following  communication: 

To  Oe  Speaker  of  the  Hoaae  of  lUpntiUatwea  e/  the 
United  Statea. 

WASHiitQT0X,Feb.  18, 182T. 
Sa:  1  cannot  but  express  mv  regret,  that  the  Be* 
Ject  Committee  of  the  Home'of  SepreseataUve^ 


appointed  on  the  Tico  President's  letter  of  the 
of  December  last,  have  not  accompanied  their  report 
to  the  House  by  a  communi cation  of  mine,  of  tke 
1st  instant,  ex|wuiatory  of  transaetiiMts,  aa  &r  as  I 
am  concerned,  in  conoectiMi  with  the  rabject  of  »■ 
Testigation.  Deeming  this  commooication  ma  neces- 
sary for  tbot  purpose,  I  herewith  transmit  it,  witli 
its  accompanying  documents,  and  pray  that  it  Buy 
be  received  by  the  House,  and  placed  among  tin 
papers  presented  by  the  committee,  connected  with 
thb  Investigation. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  wtth  perfect  reapect.  yo» 
moat  obedient  servant,       C.  TANDEVENTBB. 

The  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  FoicsTTn  said  that,  in  presenting  6uf 
petition,  he  did  not  intend  to  give  any  attU- 
ment  of  hia  own  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
petitioner.  lie  knew  nothing  about  the  testi- 
mony to  which  it  referred,  whether  of  sa 
culpatory  or  of  an  exculpatory  character.  In 
presenting  it^  he  would  only  do  to  this  peraoa 
an  act  of  Ju^ce  which  he  would  be  viUing  to 
perform  in  all  similar  cases.  He  cooclnded  1^ 
observations,  by  moving  that  the  petitioa  aid 
accompanying  documents  be  laid  up<»i  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Bben't  asked  for  a  division  of  the  no- 
tion, and  that  the  question  be  first  taken  on 
laying  the  petition  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  so  divided  accordingly, 
and  the  House  ordered  the  petition  to  be  Lm 
on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  the 
petition  and  document;  and  on  this  qaestion  s 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Wrigiit,  Fo>- 
STTii,  Babtlbtt,  Claxki,  Snnss,  HAWEnn^ 
Wbbhb,  LnriNosTON,  Flotd^  and  Bbest  took 
part. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  priDting  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Vandeventer,  with  the  aocn- 
ments  accompanying  it,  and  decided  in  iha  neg- 
ative,  without  a  count. 

Oammereial  Interoouraa  «jt&  Staedem. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tomldibo^ 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stats 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Babtlbxt  in  the  diair,  mi 
the  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norwegian  vet- 
j  sels  and  cargoes  from  discriminating  dutiM. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

Mr.  FoRSTTQ  sud  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
why  any  legislation  in  this  case  was  necesary, 
further  than  to  retnrn  the  duties  that  had  al- 
ready been  paid  since  the  expiration  of  the 
treaty.  The  act  of  1824  placed  Swedish  vesseb 
on  the  same  footing  with  our  own,  an^  be 
could  not  see  what  more  was  necessary. 

Mr.  ToMLtSBON  (Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce)  said  that  the  committee  had 
considered  this  case  as  not  coming  within  the 
express  provisions  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  hence 
the  necessity  for  legislation.  The  treaty  with 
Sweden  had  expired  in  September  last,  and  on 
its  expiration,  the  disciiminatiiiff  duties  so»> 
pended  by  it  revived  of  course.  Thej  had  beta 
abolished  by  the  treaty,  bat,  when  that  trestr 
ei^ired,  12i6  QoTemmoit  <tf  Sweden,  thnmp 
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its  Ghargi  des  Affaires  here,  had  informed  this 
Government  that  Sweden  would  continae  to 
observe  all  the  provisions  of  the  fonner  treaty 
till  a  new  treaty  could  be  formed.  The  act  of 
1834  was  prospective";  but  this  case  did  not 
fall  strictly  witliin  its  terms.  Hence,  the  sub- 
ject  had  been  referred  by  the  President  of  the 
0nited  States  to  the  consideration  of  Oongress, 
tmder  the  belief,  it  is  presumed,  that  legisOttion 
was  Dece^ry.  The  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
extended  to  the  colony  of  St.  Bartholomews, 
and  provided  that  there  shonld  be  a  reciproeity 
and  equality  of  dnUes  between  vessels  owned 
not  oiuy  by  citizens  of  the  mother  country,  but 
also  by  the  natoralized  inhabitants  of  that  col- 
ony of  Sweden.  It  was  doubted  whether  the  act 
of  1824  embraced  this  case.  In  our  existing 
relations  with  another  Government,  in  respect 
to  the  colonial  trade,  it  was  important  that  this 
point  should  be  pat  beyond  doubt,  and  that 
Swedish  vessels  from  the  island  of  St.  Barts 
shoold  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  free 
from  discriminating  duties,  in  order  to  secure 
to  our  vessels  a  like  privilege  in  that  island. 
As  Congress  was  in  session,  it  was,  by  the  com- 
mittee,  deemed  expedient  that  the  suspending 
of  tiie  law  should  be  the  act  of  Oongress,  rather 
than  the  act  of  tiie  Executive. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  said  he  vas  enUrely  satisfied  by 
the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticnt,  and  he  would  now  offer  an  amendment, 
in  the  form  of  a  new  section,  to  the  bill. 

"  Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  tnaeted^  That  bo  much 
of  the  act  coaceming  navigstion,  and  of  the  acta 
impodnf;  dutiet  of  toimage  or  impost  on  Teasels,  and 
arOdea  imported  in  vessels  Into  the  United  States, 
as  are  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  kingdom  of  Den- 
mark, the  ratifications  whereof  were  exchanged  on 
the  loth  day  of  August,  1826,  shall  be,  front  and 
after  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  convcn- 
tion,  and  during  the  coatinuiince  thereof  deemed 
kod  taken  to  be  of  no  force  or  effect.** 

The  Prerident  of  Uie  United  States  had  sent 
to  the  House  two  other  treaties,  one  with  Den- 
mark, and  the  other  with  the  Kepublic  of  Cen- 
tral America.  These  treaties  stipulate  for  an 
alteration  in  the  Navigation  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  Laws  of  Tonnage  and  Imposts.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  Committee  of  Gommerco 
presented  to  the  House  any  proposition  for 
an  act  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  yet 
both  of  these  treaties  were  now  in  a  course  of 
execution.  The  Navigation  Law  of  the  country 
was  openly  disregarded,  as  well  as  the  laws  im- 
posing discriminating  antics.  Now,  according 
to  a  solemn  decitdon  by  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
sentati^  the  power  to  suspend  these  laws 
does  not  belong  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  oaonot  alter  the  commercial  laws 
of  the  comiti7,  imposing  duties  and  imposts, 
without  the  consent  of  this  Honse,  This  mat- 
ter had  long  nnce  been  solemnly  ai^ed,  and 
^finitivelj  settled.  If  the  amendment  which 
had  now  be«n  ^fteed  should  ba  adopted  by 
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the  House,  he  would  then  offer  another,  for 
the  execution  of  the  other  treaty. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Fob- 
sttb's  amendment,  and  U  was  negatived  by  a 
large  mtjority. 

The  bul  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Vbdnesdat,  Febmary  14. 

ChMral  Appropriation  BU^Taeubaj/a  Mis- 
$ion. 

On  motion  <^  Hr.  Cook,  the  Honse  vent  into 
Committee  of  the  "Whole,  Mr.  La^throp  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  182T. 

The  question  arisins  on  agreeing  to  the  item 
appropriating  9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  a 
Minister  to  succeed  Mr.  Anderson,  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Tacnbaya — 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  the  chairman  to  pnt  the 
qoestion  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  clause  just 
read,  with  $9,000.  By  a  document  lying  on 
the  tables,  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  81,000  dollars  of  the  appro- 
priation of  the  last  year  of  60,000  dollars.  Mr. 
F.  supposed  an  outfit  had  been  pud  to  Mr.  Ser- 
geant^ and  one  to  Mr.  Andown.    The  pn>- 

Eosed  outfit  is  for  Mr.  Poinsett,  onr  Minister  at 
[exico.  The  fact  that  tiiis  aentleman  had  been 
selected  for  this  mission,  nod  been  stated  in 
the  public  papers.  We  have  just  appropriated 
the  sum  for  his  salary  as  Minister  to  Mexico, 
where  he  is  to  remain  Minister.  If  this  al- 
lowance of  a  full  outfit  is  to  be  made,  there  is 
a  suflicient  sum  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  its  payment  The  nnexpended  balance 
is  chargeable  with  9,000  dollars,  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Sergeant,  2,000  dollars  salary  of  Secretary 
of  Legation,  add  9,000  for  an  outfit  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  and  there  is  still  a  balance  of  11,000 
dollars  of  tho  sum  originally  appropriated.  It 
being  ^parent  that  a  further  appropriation  of 
money  was  unnecessary,  Mr.  F.  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  reason  of  the  insertion  of  this 
item  in  the  appropriation  bill.  It  might  be 
intended  to  procure  an  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress  on  tlie  amount  of  the  outfit  to 
be  allowed,  or  on  the  policy  of  the  tnm^er  of 
onr  Ministers  from  Panama  to  Tacubaya.  If 
either  object  was  contemplated,  Mr.  F.  was  un- 
willing to  legislate  to  afford  pretext  for  a  con- 
clusion, however  erroneous,  that  the  Bepresent- 
atives  of  the  people  were  saU^ed  with  the 
course  pursued. 

Of  the  amount  of  outfit,  the  President,  by 
the  act  of  1610,  was  authorized  to  determine. 
He  wonld  leave  him  to  exercise  this  power  on 
his  own  responsibility.  That  act  permits  a 
year's  salary  to  be  given  as  an  outfit-— does  not 
require  it  to  be  given ;  the  President  may  f^ve 
as  much  less  as  he  chooses— he  cannot  give 
more.  In  the  present  oase,  Mr.  F.  did  not 
think  that  a  full  allowance  was  Jostifiable. 
Tacubaya  is  within  two  leagues  (six  miles)  of 
Mexico,  where  the  Minister  resides.  The  trav- 
elling tldther,  ai^  temporary  ahcurt  roddencesi 
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as  circumstances  might  require,  could  not  be 
attended  with  serious  inconveniences  or  great 
expense.  He  would  be  unwilling,  therefore, 
to  do  any  thing  by  which  the  public  should  be 
led  to  believe  that  we  thought  the  appropria- 
tion proper.  Yet,  if  the  PVesident,  on  hu  re- 
sponsibiJity,  allowed  a  AiIl  outfit,  Mr.  F.  cer- 
tainly would  not  make  it  hereafter  a  snltjeot  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  WicKiim  said  that  the  explanation  fbr- 
nished  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Ur. 
Cook,)  had  not  satisfied  his  mind  that  it  was 
necessary  or  expedient  to  make  this  appropria- 
tion of  9,000  dollars,  for  an  outfit  to  Ur.  Poin- 
sett, who  is  associated  with  Kr.  Serjeant  in 
this  new  misdon  at  Tacnbaya. 

First,  it  is  not  necessary  to  appropriate  the 
money,  because  there  is  yet  left  unexpended 
enough  of  the  40,000  dollars  appropriated  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Panama  mission.  If  you  will  al- 
low to  Ur.  Sergeant  his  whole  yearns  salary  of 
$9,000  pnd  ontflt  $9,000,  equal  to  $18,000 ;  to 
Ur.  Andwwm  his  outfit,  $9,000 ;  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  L^ation,  $2,000-^n  all,  $29,000 ;  there 
yet  remains  the  sum  of  11,000  aollars,  subject 
to  the  di»>osition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Surely  this  sum  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  contingent  expenses  of  our  Uints- 
ters,  and  Ur.  Poiosett^s  extraordinary  expenses 
for  the  temporary  change  which  he  may  find 
it  necessary  to  make  during  the  aesnon  oi  this 
congress  of  nations. 

The  gentleman  from  niinoia  tells  us,  that  the 
balance  of  l^e  appropriation  of  40,000  dollars, 
made  at  the  last  session,  will  be  required  to  pay 
Ur.  Poinsett's  salary  as  Uinister  associated 
irith  Hr.  Sergeant  in  this  new  mission.  This 
certdnly  is  not  correct.  By  the  previous  sec- 
tion in  this  bill,  we  have  appropriated  9,000 
dollars  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister  at  Uexico, 
who  is  Ur.  Poinsett.  Does  the  gentleman 
contemplate  the  payment  of  a  double  salary 
and  an  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  equal  to  27,000 
dollars  per  annum  f  or  does  he  intend  the 
House  to  understand  that  the  President  will 
send  a  new  Minister  to  Mexico  ?  When  Mr. 
Anderson  was  appointed  to  the  Congress  at 
Panama,  he  was  soil  regarded  as  the  Minister 
to  Colombia. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  am,  in  the 
second  place,  against  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing this  outfit  of  $9,000.  Mr.  Poinsett  has  been 
required  to  represent,  together  with  Ur.  Ser- 
geant, tills  nation,  in  the  Congress  of  Tacubaya, 
a  distance  from  his  present  residence  of  nine 
miles,  and  you  propose  to  give  him,  by  this 
bill,  9,000  dollars  besides  his  salary  of  9,000 
dollars,  for  the  trouble,  expense,  and  inconven- 
ience he  may  be  subjected  to,  by  a  travel  of 
nine  miles ;  and  this  is  done  under  the  name  of 
an  outfit  So  far  as  the  Minister  of  Mexico 
shall  be  subject  to  any  extraordinary  expense, 
I  am  willing  that  a  sufficient  sum  be  appropri- 
ated to  meet  that  expense,  if  the  11,000  dollars 
be  not  thought  eqiMU  to  that  ot^t. 


Mr.  FoBATTH  admitted  that  he  bad  erred  k 
stating  the  amount  of  last  year's  appropriation: 
it  was  $40,000,  and  not  $50,000,  as  has  be«s 
supposed.  This  did  not,  however,  affect  Iu5 
argument,  which  was  founded,  not  on  the  sm 
appropriated,  but  on  the  unexpended  balaacc 
$31,000.  According  to  bis  first  estim^ 
there  was  a  balance  of  $11,000,  after  alloviog 
full  outfit  to  Ur.  Poinsett;  as  Ur.  Sergeant's 
outfit,  and  Ur.  Anderson^s,  were  yet  to  be  paid, 
the  surplus  would  be  $2,000,  instead  of  $11,- 
000.  The  exact  balance  could  be  ascertained, 
without  on  examination  of  the  details  of  the 
estimate  from  the  Department  of  State,  or  tbe 
calculations  of  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and 
Means.  Ur.  F.  would  be  glad  to  see  tbem. 
By  way  of  retort  on  the  gentleman  &om  Ilfi- 
nois  who  had  set  him  right  about  the  $40,000, 
he  would  correct  an  error  of  that  gentleman, 
afiecting  the  result  of  bis  own  calculation.  He 
had  charged  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year 
with  an  outfit  for  a  Secretary  of  L^ation— 
Secretaries  of  Lvations  receive  no  outfits. 

Ur.  F.  said  he  hod  been  asked,  if  it  could  be 
intended  to  question  the  right  of  the  heirs  of 
Ur.  Anderson  to  the  amount  of  an  outfit.  Ca- 
tainly  not.  His  representatives  are  entitled  to 
it  If  not  paid,  it  must  be  paid.  That  estima- 
ble man  j>erformed  a  long  and  dangerons  jour- 
ney :  painful,  toilsome,  and  expensive.  He  fell 
a  victim  to  the  common  disease  of  the  clinule 
into  which  he  was  sent  to  perform  public  st-r- 
vice.  Surely  these  circumstances  give  a  claim 
to  pecuniary  rewards,  as  great  as  any  which 
could  bo  argued  in  favor  of  his  nominal  asH>- 
clate  in  the  mission — ^who  had  remained  amos- 
in^  himself  in  Philadelphia  in  attending  to  ha 
pnvate  concerns — ^who  remained  at  home  while 
the  Congress  of  Panama  was  in  session,  and 
was  gone  to  look  for  it  when  it  is  at  an  end. 

Ur.  OooK  repeated  the  statement  he  had 
made  when  last  up.  The  appropriation  grant- 
ed at  the  last  Congress,  was  $40,000.  Of  this 
fiuni,Sfi,OW  dollars  was  required  for  outfit 
and  sflary  for  one  year ;  2,000  dollars  for  Sec- 
retary, and  2.000  for  contingencies  absorbed 
that  sum.  The  Minister  appointed  had  nov 
gone  to  his  post  He  was  entitled  to  $9,000 
outfit,  and  to  his  solary;  at  the  end  of  the  year 
$0,000  more.  The  Minister  at  Colombia  was 
to  receive  $9,000,  and  his  Secretiuj  $2,000; 
this  made  29,000  dollars.  The  heirs  of  Mr.  An- 
derson were  entitled  to  receive  his  salary  iq> 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Another  Uiniater  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  him  was  entitled  to  his  sal- 
ary of  $9,000.  This  absorbed  the  whole  sum 
already  appropriated.  The  question  now  wtt, 
whether  our  Minister  at  Uexico  should  have 
an  outfit  on  going  to  a  new  mission  at  Tacn- 
baya. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  seemed  to  proceed  on 
the  supposition  that  an  outfit  was  to  be  al- 
lowed much  in  the  same  manner  with  mileage. 
So  many  miles  travel,  so  much  outfit ;  but  the 
Government  did  not  proceed  on  this  prind[Je 
— the7  wished  the  dlplwudio  aerrioes  ahonld 
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be  performed  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  oompOTted 
with  tlie  respect  dne  to  a  public  Tejveseiitative 
of  the  nation.  In  securing  to  such  a  represent- 
fttive  the  meaus  of  appearing  with  respecta- 
bility, the^  consulted  the  nation's  honor ;  and 
so  sensible  was  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  of 
the  propriety  of  this  principle,  that  he  had,  at 
the  lost  session,  avowed  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  salaries  allowed  hj  this  QoTemment  to  their 
Ministers  abroad,  were  insufBoient,  and  oaght 
to  be  increased.  The  object  of  granting  an  out- 
fit was  to  enable  a  public  person,  who  repre- 
sented the  character  and  honor  of  his  country 
at  thB  oonrt  of  a  foreign  nation,  to  iqipear  there 
in  a  snitabte  manner;  and  to  do  this,  it  was 
indispensable  that  be  uioold  cwform.  in  bodm 
degree,  to  the  ideas  and  habits  which  there 
prevailed.   Those  who  had  had  experience  on 
this  subject,  would  be  disposed  rather  to  say 
that  9,000  dollars  was  too  littlo  than  too  much 
for  this  purp(»e.   In  tbe  nresent  instance,  our 
Minister  at  Mexico  woula  have  to  go  into  a 
wilderness  country,  where  no  conveniences  or 
accommodations  could  be  procured,  but  at  great 
expense.    When  there,  he  was  to  meet  the 
representatives  of  the  United  Sovereignties  of 
the  southern  hemisphere.   Under  circumstan- 
ces like  these,  did  oentlemen  wish  that  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  shonld  be  placed 
on  a  humUer  footing  than  those  with  whom 
he  was  to  aasooisAef  If  they  did,  he  ooidd  as- 
sure them,  and  bo  ootdd  any  one  who  was  ac- 
qnunted  wiUi  the  hk^-toned  feelings  and  lofly 
oharaoter  of  car  ^nister  at  Mexico,  that  he 
would  never  consent  to  degrade  his  country  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  nations  of  the  South.  Was 
this  House  prepared  to  say  that  he  should  pre- 
sent himself  before  that  Congress  without  the 
means  of  appearing  respectable?    He  asked, 
especially,  tne  personal  fHends  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
whether  they  would  consent  to  this  I   If  they 
were  willing  to  send  him  penniless  on  such  an 
errand,  or  without  enoua^  scarce  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  lodging,  let  tnem  refuse  to  grant  the 
i4>propriatjon. 

Mr.  UoOoT  went  into  a  odeolation  to  show 
that  there  most  be  a  bdanceof  $11,000  still 
renunning,  ont  of  the  $40,000  appropriated  for 
the  Panama  ^ssion,  at  the  last  sewion.  But 
whether  or  no,  he  could  see  no  great  propriety 
in  allowing  an  outfit  of  9,000  dollars  for  travel- 
ling the  distance  of  only  nine  miles,  to  attend 
"  a  new  court."  For  his  part,  he  never  before 
noderstood  that  there  was  to  be  any  "  new 
court"  at  Tacubaya,  or  that  travelling  nine 
miles  &om  the  City  of  Mexico,  would  bring  the 
traveller  into  "  a  new  coontry." 

Kr.  Inohau  said,  if  there  be  any  one  point 
on  wiiicb  we  have  a  ri^ht  to  demand  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  give  us  mi- 
nute, accurate  and  certain  infwnutitm,  it  is  in 
those  matters  which  depend  on  calculation ; 
and  I  do  think,  said  he^  -mey  are  bound  to  sat- 
isfy tbe  House,  befbre  they  can  expect  support, 
that  their  calculations  are  correct ;  tiiey  nave 
been  called  upon  again  and  again  to  faxniih  the 


items  of  expenditure  eharged  on  the  flmd  of 
$40,000  approjHiated  last  year,  and  yet  no 
member  seems  to  understand  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  what  those  items 
are;  the  calculation  must  certainly  be  vety 
simple,  not  involving  the  slightest  difficulty, 
and  yet  it  is  not  given.  We  appropriated  last 
year  40,000  dollars — out  of  this  the  following 
items  are  to  be  paid : 


Ur.  Sergeant's  salary  and  outfit, 

$18,000 

Ur.  Anderson's  outfit, 

9,000 

Becretary'ii  salary, 

-  2,000 

CoQtiogencies,  ... 

2,000 

$81,000 

Wldch  leaves  a  balaoM  of    •  - 

9,000 

$10,000 

We  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Anderson's  sal- 
ary  as  Minister  to  Colombia  is  chargeable  on 
this  flind,  bat  we  find  that  provided  for  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

If,  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  has  at  his 
disposal  an  unexpended  balance,  of  9,000  dol- 
lars of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  year,  why 
is  it  necessary  to  give  an  additional  sum.  We 
ought  not  to  put  at  tbe  discretion  of  any  offi- 
cer a  larger  sum  than  tfae  public  services  re- 
quire ;  and  if  we  look  back  mto  the  history  of 
allowanoes  for  public  Ministers,  we  shall  find 
some  of  a  very  extraordinary  character,  which 
will  furnish  good  cause  for  scrutinizing  these 
appropriations  hereafter,  and  confining  them  to 
fipeciiic  objects.  The  law  fixing  the  campensSp 
tion  of  public  Ministers  declares  that  the  salary 
shall  be  0,000  dollars  a  year,  and  that  the 
outfit  shall  not  exceed  one  year's  salary,  which 
shall  be  "  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  personal 
services  and  expenses ;"  the  outfit  is  placed  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  and  it  has  sev- 
eral times  happened  that  when  a  Minister  was 
sent  on  a  special  mission,  the  President  had 
agreed  to  allow  him  his  personal  expenses,  not 
to  exceed  an  outfit;  but  in  no  case  that  has 
come  under  my  notice,  has  an  on^t  been  al- 
lowed, and  personal  expenses  in  additioTtt  un- 
til the  Ghent  Mission.  There  is  a  class  <n  ex- 
penses, colled  eontingendes,  of  foreign  mis- 
sions, which  is  always  allowed  under  appro- 
priations for  that  purpose ;  these  are  for  mes- 
sengers to  carry  despatches,  stationery,  postage, 
newspapers,  &c.,  to  which  has  latterly  been 
added,  office  rent;  but,  as  the  law  gives  the 
salary  and  outfit  in  full  "  compensation  for  all 
personal  services  and  expenses,"  it  must  be  a 
strained  construction  of  it  that  would  ad- 
mit all  the  personal  expenses  of  a  Minister  to 
be  paid  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  after 
he  had  been  allowed  a  full  outfit  and  salary. 

Mr.  Cook  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Penn^lvania  thought  that  the  Oomimttee  d 
yfim  and  Means  had  not  done  their  duty,  and 
had  omitted  to  give  that  partienlar  information 
whidi  the  House  had  a  ri^t  to  demand.  He 
denied  the  charge.  The  Committee  of  Wajs 
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and  Me&ns  had  done  its  duty.  It  bad  made  a 
particular  statement,  and  it  had  stated  the 
truth.  The  geotlemau  and  his  friends  had  the 
error  on  their  own  Bide  of  the  House.  They 
all  went  on  the  sappoution  that  the  salary  of 
Jklr.  Anderson  was  paid  out  of  the  last  year's 
appropriation ;  and  that  the  salary  of  his  sne* 
cessor  nugfat  be  used  to  pay  the  present  outfit. 
The  ground  the  committee  went  on  was,  that 
money,  appropriated  for  a  salary,  might  not  be 
touched  for  any  other  use.  If  Mr.  Poinsett 
shall  accept  his  appointment  at  Tacubayo,  bo 
cannot  touch  his  salaty  as  Minister  to  Mexico. 
The  whole  must  be  paid  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  present  year.  lie  did  not  see  now 
calculations  could  be  plainer  than  those  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Ilouse ;  and  gentle- , 
men,  especially  when  they  themselves  were  ■ 
mistaken,  shoiUd  at  least  be  temperate  in  their 
manner.  The  appropriation  for  salaries  was  a 
nteoifio  &|^>romiation,  and  was  not  left  to  be 
abased  hv  the  ExecntiTe  at  his  diseretion. 

Ur.  lloCoT  remarked  that  this  was  mere 
matter  of  <^nioD.  He  thonght  the  gentleman 
might  satisfy  the  House,  if  he  would  show  out 
of  what  fhud  the  salary  of  Mr.  Anderson  was 
to  be  paid.  As  to  Mr.  Sei^eant'a  salary,  it  did 
not  commence  till  October  last 

Mr.  MoDcFFiE  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  stated,  as  the  question,  that  which 
was  not  before  the  Uonse.  The  question  was, 
whether  the  House  should  make  we  appropri- 
ation before  the  President  of  the  United  States 
could  be  allowed  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett,  orwhether 
there  must  be  authority  of  law  before  he  conld 
be  paid  f  The  present  appropriation,  it  woald 
be  recollected,  ud  not  come  under  the  general 
law  of  outfits. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tiie  appropriation,  and  decided  in  the  aflirnia- 
tiTe-~aye8  71,  noes  67 ;  when  the  oommitteo 
tose  and  rqwrted. 


Tbtbsdat,  February  16. 

7K«  Jtfiaaion  to  Taevbaya, 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday ;  being  the  appropriation 
of  S,000  dotlars  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister  to 
succeed  Hr.  Anderson  at  the  Congress  of  Tnea- 
baya. 

Mr.  Gabsot  said  he  was  f^posed  to  the 
Panama  Misnra  at  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress, 
and  had  seen  nothing  to  diminish  his  objections 
to  it,  but  much  to  increase  them.  The  policy 
of  the  measure  was  not  now  ander  discussion, 
but  it  came  t>efore  us  again  on  a  proposition  to 
qipropriate  $9,000  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister 
appointed  to  go  from  the  City  of  Mexico  to  the 
Tillage  of  Taeubaya ;  in  other  words,  to  give  a 
gentleman  |9,000  for  travelling  about  nine 
miles,  who,  at  the  same  time,  wonld  be  under 
pay  at  the  rate  of  |9,000  per  annum.  I 
am  against  the  anpropriation.  This  mismon 
bos  cost  US  enongn  already.  Forty  thousand 
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dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  sessoii, 
and  the  present  sum  is  to  be  in  additiui  to 
that.   Besides  that,  the  sloop  of  war  Htxnet 
has  been  fitted  out  to  carry  Ur.  Sergeant  t* 
Vera  Cruz,  who  had  already  been  paid  $d,OM* 
to  carry  himself;  Ukd  men  acquainted  with 
naval  afiUrs  say.  that  the  expense  of  fitting  n 
this  vessd,  and  keeping  her  at  sea  the  length 
of  time  neoeasary  to  carry  out  Mr.  Sergcaat 
and  return,  cannot  be  less  than  from  $30,000 
to  $50,000.   Here,  then,  is  nearly  $100,000 
already  expended  on  this  abortive  missiiHi, 
which  is  enougli,  in  my  opinitm,  to  be  wasted 
on  one  of  the  idlest  projects  tbat  ever  was  con- 
ceived.  So  much  for  the  expense ;  but  I  wish 
to  remark  upon  the  strange  incoonsten^ 
which  1  have  witnessed  upon  this  subject,  in 
the  short  space  of  two  sessions,  from  the  I«m1- 
ing  supporters  of  this  measure.   At  the  last 
session,  when  certain  movements  were  made 
in  this  House  to  sttmnlate  the  tardy  d^bm- 
Horn  of  the  Sciiate,  and  a  call  was  made  npon 
the  President  for  certidn  information,  nuttte- 
men  said  Ui'e  informaUon  was  indispensable  to 
enable  us  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  ap- 
propriation ;  now,  the  same  ^ntlemen  hold 
us  bound  to  vote  the  appropnationa  withont 
the  least  exercise  of  Judgment  on  our  part. 
They  say  the  President  and  Senate  have  in- 
stituted the  mission,  and  that  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  are  bound  to  vote  the 
money  to  carry  it  into  efiect.   As  one  of  these 
representatives,  I  protest  aguost  such  doctrinea. 
We  are  the  peculiar,  and  i  might  say,  the  ex- 
clnsive  representatives  of  the  people  in  matters 
of  revenue.  Htmey  bills  most  originate  in  this 
House.  Every  new  tax  must  have  its  ori^ 
here ;  but  what  would  become  of  this  right  to 
originate  taxes  and  money  bills,  if  we  are 
bound  to  r^se  all  the  money  whiui  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  may  think  proper  to  demand  f 
Certainly  we  should  have  no  option.  We  sbonld 
no  longer  be  voluntary  agents,  to  raise  money 
or  no^  according  to  our  own  judgm«it,  but 
mere  machines  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
and  Sen^  to  be  worked  at  their  pleasnra. 
Sir,  I  dislike  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this 
mission  as  much  as  the  mission  itselL    We  all 
remember  the  loud  complaints  of  the  Pre^dent 
and  all  his  advocates,  because  the  Senate  tot^ 
time  to  delit>erate  last  Winter.   We  were  then 
instraoted  to  believe  that  the  most  calamitooi 
conseqnenoes  would  result,  If  the  mission  ^ 
not  depart  forthwith ;  yet,  when  it  was  sanc- 
ti(med  by  the  Senate,  and  $40,000  voted  by  m, 
and  a  ship  of  war  prepared  at  a  great  cost,  ti>s 
mission  hngered  at  home  for  seven  or  eight 
months,  and  two  of  its  members  engaged  in 
important  elections  as  the  Administration  candi- 
dates.  One,  unhappily,  lost  his  life  by  being 
ordered  to  a  sickly  place  to  wait  for  his  col- 
leagne,  which  colleague  was  electioneering, 
not  for  the  Congress  at  Panama,  but  for  tbs 
Congress  at  Washington  city ;  and  when  this 
election  was  lost,  then,  and  not  till  then,  wai 
he  ordared  to  depart.  We  az»  infwmed,  that 
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out  of  these  gentiemen  did  not  receive  his 
salary  till  near  the  time  of  his  departing,  but 
it  is  admitted  that  the  other  did.  Tea,  sir,  it 
ia  admitted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  I^mama 
UiMion  was  reoeivii^  his  $2,000  a-year,  while 
engaged  in  an  active  canvass  in  New  York,  as 
the  administration  candidate  for  Governor  of 
that  Btate.  But,  sir,  where  is  the  invitation 
to  this  Congress  at  Tacnbaya?  Mr.  Poinsett 
ia  his  despatch  to  the  Government,  presented 
among  oar  docaments,  and  now  on  our  tables, 
telU  us,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  League, 
and  Perpetual  Confederation,  signed  at  Panama, 
now  invitadons  were  to  be  given  to  the  neu- 
tral and  friendly  powers,  to  send  Kinisters  to 
Tacnbaya.  Tlie  Oonfederaoy  of  coarse  were  to 
aend  without  invitations.  Now,  sir,  we  have 
had  no  sneh  iavitaUon ;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
ccmadered  as  neutral  and  friendly,  we  ought 
to  have  it ;  If  as  a  confederate,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  know  it  It  would 
be  a  pity  that  our  Uinister,  in  his  laced  coat 
and  waving  plumes,  should  be  told  that  he  had 
no  inritatioD,  and  mast  retire. 

I  say,  Mr.  Speolcer,  that  we  are  not  invited 
to  this  new  Congress,  and  I  think  it  probable 
that  the  Congress  itself  will  never  be  found. 
Look  at  the  chafes  which  are  going  on  in 
South  America.  Two  of  the  republics  which 
invited  us  a  year  ago,  have  ceased  to  exist  as 
such.  Colombia  and  Upper  Peru  have  lost 
their  constitutions,  their  form  of  government, 
and  one  of  them  its  very  name.  Bolivar  com- 
manda  them,  and  it  b  immaterial  by  what  title, 
vhetiier  hberator,  or  dictator,  or  Imperator; 
he  is,  in  fact,  the  king  of  Colombia  and  Peru, 
and  more  absolute  than  any  monarch  in  Eu- 
rope. It  was  with  this  man  that  the  project 
of  a  Congress  at  Panama  originated,  and  with 
a  change  of  destiny  in  him  the  project  may  die. 
Why  not  wait  for  the  promised  invitation? 
Why  not  wait  for  the  result  of  Bolivar's  opera- 
tions a^^ainst  the  freedom  of  his  country? 
Why  this  haste,  after  so  much  delay  ?  Sir,  I 
see  nothing  but  waste  and  folly  in  this  mission. 
Every  step  is  a  new  expense.  Not  less  than 
four  outfits  of  $9,000  each  to  be  paid,  and,  as 
Mr.  Poinsett  vacates  his  present  appointment 
to  receive  another,  he,  or  his  soccessor,  will 
be  entitled  to  another  on  repairing  to  Mexico. 
I  trust  that  some  fKend  of  the  President  will 
be  able  to  Ahow  that  there  is  pome  object  in 
tUa  expenditure  of  $100,000.  I  call  upon 
them  to  show  how  the  people  are  benefited  by 
H  to  the  amount  of  one  cent 

Hr.  Brsst  said  he  had  risen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  gentieman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Cabson.)  That  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  Government  had  been  at  the 
expense  of  fitting  out  a  public  vessel  to  carry 
oat  Mr.  Sei^ant  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the 
cost  of  this  expedition  conld  not  be  less  than 
from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars.  Now, 
if  the  gentleman  would  take  the  tronble  of 
looking  at  the  documents  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, he  would  aee  &at  no  tmmI  waa  fitted 
T0I.IX-S8 


out  for  this  purpose.  The  vessel  emplc^ed  was 
already  in  the  service;  her  cruising  ground 
was  in  those  seas ;  and  all  that  was  i^e  was 
to  require  the  commander  to  touch  at  Vera 
Cmz,  and  land  the  ^nister. 

[iir.  Cabson  admitted  that  he  might  have 
been  incorrect  as  to  the  particulars  of  this 
subject  It  would  be  remembered  that  he  had 
expresdy  said,  his  information  respecting  it 
was  derived  from  otliers.] 

Mr.  Bbbnt  went  on  to  state,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  incorrect  in  another  respect  Ho  had 
said  that  he  considered  it  necessary  to  state  to 
the  j>eople  the  great  expenses. to  which  the 
President  had  run  the  nation  by  not  sending 
the  Ministers  in  proper  time  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama.  The  gentleman  ought  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  the  persevolng  opporition  of 
himself  and  others  who  acted  with  him,  t^iat 
was  the  cause  of  this  delay.  They  had  tram- 
melled the  Preddent,  and  had  kept  on  oppoidi^ 
and  discussing  the  measure,  until  at  length 
the  Congress  of  Panama  had  adjourned.  It 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Tacubaya,  and  to  what 
place  could  the  Ministers  have  been  sentL 
sooner  than  the  President  did  send  them! 
The  fault  must  rest  with  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  if  the  country  suffertS  any  injury  from 
the  delay.  It  could  not  be  charged  on  the  Ad- 
ministration. As  applied  to  them,  the  gentleman 
himself  could  not  but  know  that  the  accusation 
was  unfounded,  and  this  the  nation  knew  also. 

Mr.  Bdbqbs  B^d  ho  did  not  oiten  call  on  the 
patience  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped,  tiierefore^ 
they  would  the  more  readily  give  him  their 
attention.  I  will  not  long  detain  yon,  sir,  (uud 
Mr.  B.,)  for  our  time  is  too  important  to  be  con* 
samed  in  protracted  debate.  The  question 
before  tho  House  is,  Shall  the  blank  in  this  bill 
of  appropriation  be  filled  with  nine  thousand 
dollars?  The  object  of  placing  tiiis  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  President,  is,  to  enable  him 
to  compensate*  Mr.  Poinset^  now  Minister  re- 
siding at  Mexico,  for  new  expenditure  in  the 
new  services  allotted  to  him,  as  Minister  to  the 
Congress  of  American  nations  about  to  assem- 
ble at  Tacubaya.  Ue  will  continue  to  hold  liia 
station  of  Minister  Flenipotentiary  at  Mexico, 
and  perftnm  tho  duties  or  Ambaaaador  to  tids 
Ooiwress,  in  addition  to  tiiose  of  that  station. 
He  fills  a  place  made  vacant  by  a  Froridential 
dispensation,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  thb  nation  to 
the  Republic  of  Colombia,  and  Diplomatio 
Minister  from  these  United  States  to  tnis  same 
Congress  of  Panama.  Mr.  Sergeant  is  col- 
league with  him  in  this  important  mission. 
This  last  gentleman  receives  an  outfit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  with  a  like  sum  for  his  per 
annum  salary.  Mr.  Anderson  had  the  same  outfit 
and  the  same  salary ;  for,  although  he  lost  his  life 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  yet  it  is  presumed 
that  as  he  had  entered  on  his  misdon,  and  died 
in  the  service  of  tiie  United  States,  these  sums 
will  be  paid  to  bis  fitnUly.  The  Secretary  ot 
L^ation,  Mr.  Soohaater,  baa  entered  x^oii  aer- 
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vice  in  this  misBloD,  and  his  salary  will  be  a 
charge  on  the  appropriation  of  last  jear.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Horik  Carolina  has 
objected  to  the  filling  this  blank  witb  this  or 
any  other  som,  because  the  ndsdon  Is  useless, 
and  will,  as  it  already  has,  lead  to  Mroat  ex- 
penditure of  the  people's  money.  Tms  qaes- 
ticm  is  not  now  before  the  Hoose;  fw  the 
EzeentiTe  branch  of  the  .Qovemment  deter- 
mined, last  year,  and  the  people  were  highly 
gratified  wiUi  the  determination,  to  send  tlus 
mismon ;  and  this  Hoose,  in  ud  of  *that  deter- 
ndnation,  voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  forty 
thoosand  dollars,  on  account  of  this  misnon. 
The  only  question  is,  therefore^  has  this  appro- 
priation been  ezbaosted  t  and  if  it  has  no^  can 
the  EzecutlTe  convert  that  unexpended  balance 
to  the  famishing  ICr.  Poinsett  I  or  most  there 
be  a  new  wmtmriation  for  this  new  pnrposel 

This  flind  is  dready  charged  with  two  outfits 
of  nine  thousand  ddhra  each;  two  salaries  of 
like  amount;  tt^^^er  with  uw  salary  of  the 
Beoretary  of  Legation,  two  thotisand  dollars ; 
laaving  only  a  stam  equal  to  this  last  item  to 
eorer  all  oontingent  expenses  of  this  mission. 
These  expenses  have  been  always  charged  by 
our  foreign  Uinisters;  and  the  Government 
have,  from  its  commencement,  always  allowed 
and  paid  them.  They  have,  for  each  Minister, 
amounted  to  about  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  Ko  part  of  the  appropriation 
of  last  year,  therefore,  remaina  unaq>ended. 
For,  although  thirty  thousand  dollars  are  now 
in  the  treasury,  bwig  part  of  that  Amd,  yet 
the  whole  is  due  to  thcwe  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  that  misdoQ.  however,  it  were 
iH  tliere.  it  has  been  dearly  shown  hj  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDumB,) 
that  the  Executive  could  not  i^Iy  it  to  this 
purpose,  nw  meet  this  new  ezpenditnre,  with- 
out a  new  ^>propriation  fw  this  purpose :  for, 
if  no  money  can  be  pud  for  any  purpose,  with- 
out an  appropriation  by  law,  inucn  less  can 
money,  appropriated  to  one  purpose,  be,  by  the 
SxecuUve,  diverted  from  that  purpose,  and 
converted  to  another.  The  appropriation  of 
last  year  was  made  to  cover  the  contingent 
expenditures,  the  outfits,  and  salaries,  of  Mr. 
B^veant,  Mr.  Andorsoo,  and  their  Secretary 
of  Legation.  If,  tlierefore,  Hr.  Foiosett,  Uie 
new  Ambassador  to  this  Congress,  be  paid  at 
alL  it  must  be  by  a  new  appropriation. 

Mr.  Cabson  rose  again,  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Bbxnt.)  He  said, 
that  the  genUenum  from  Louisiana  had  under- 
taken to  correct  him  on  matters  of  fust,  and 
Itad  proved  his  own  want  of  knowledge  in  ^e 
attempt.  He  had  ventured  on  excuse  for  the 
Administration  in  not  sending  out  the  Panama 
Mission  during  the  last  summer,  and  attributed 
tiie  delay  to  the  opposition,  who  had  consumed 
the  time  in  debate.  But  such  was  not  the  foot. 
The  Panama  Congress  did  not  meet  until  the 
S2d  of  June,  and  the  mission  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Senate  as  early  as  the  middle  of  March, 
«od  the  a^ropriatjons  wtte  made  in  April,  ana 


might  have  been  made  earlier,  if  the  time  of  tha 
House  had  not  been  consumed  by  the  suppniai 
of  the  Administration  in  lauding  the  meaeort, 
and  waiting  for  the  Fnridoit^B  labmdiq^to 
the  Senate,  whidi  fell  dead-bran  from  Us  mom 
There  was  time  enough  for  the  Ministers  to 
have  got  to  Panama  at  the  opeoiag  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  certainly  before  the  tres^  vtn 
signed,  which  was  dose  late  in  July.  Bat 
they  neither  got  there,  nor  attempted  to  get 
tiiere.   They  never  started.   They  did  not 
know  whether  they  bad  time  enough  or  not 
They  remained  in  this  country,  and  weat  to 
electioneering  ■  and  it  does  not  become  tin 
President,  or  his  supporters,  to  saj  they  had 
not  time  to  go  there,  when  they  made  do  at- 
tempt to  use  the  time  which  lay  opan  tii^ 
hands.  If  Mr.  Stngeani  had  been  dected  to 
Congnm,  and  Mr.  Sodiestor  GoTemor  of  ISew 
Tow,  they  would  not  have  gone  ataO:  Ibr  tba 
offices  would  have  been  donue  and  ineanpifi- 
ble,  and  to  hdd  both  wouM  have  been  uDomti' 
tutiooal.  The  &ct  of  bdog  candidates,  sad  tf 
wfdtinff  until  the  deotions  were  over.  woA  tbem* 
selves  defeated,  proves  tjiat  they  would  not  htrB 
gone  if  tiiey  had  been  dected;  and  farther  fmvta, 
that  they  waited  for  the  elections  to  be  orer, 
and  not  for  the  Opposition  to  cease  n>eskiDg. 
The  gentleman  from  Louldana  has  undotskea 
to  set  me  right  about  the  voyage  of  the  Home^ 
and  the  expense  of  sending  her  to  Vera  Crux 
with  Mr.  Sergeant,   nnhappily  for  himself  be 
has  missed  the  f^icts  in  both  attempts  to  cornet 
me.  I  asserted,  that  the  Hornet  went  to  Tot 
CnZf  and  returned  to  the  United  States:  heil- 
legea,  that  she  merely  touched  at  Ten  Cm  and 
oontinned  her  voja^  aconding  to  ho-  ori^ 
destination.  Such  a  peremptory  atatement  call- 
ed upon  me  for  a  re-examination  of  the  groondi 
of  my  knowledge,  and  I  now  n^ffirm  what  I 
first  sdd.  The  Hmnet  did  not  pnweed  fioo 
Vera  Cruz  upon  any  other  voyage.  ^  n- 
tumed  direct  to  Norfolk,  having  been  fitted 
out  and  sent  to  sea  for  the  sole  purpose  canj- 
ing  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vera  Cms,  who  bad  been 
previously  paid  ^000  dollars  outfit  to  cany 
himadf  there,  and  was  under  pay  at  the  nto 
of  9,000  dollars  per  annum.  The  expenseof  tui 
naval  transportation  is  to  me  unknowD.  Tbt 
gentieman  from  Louisiana  undertakes  to  ov* 
trorert  my  statement  of  it ;  but  stta:  tiie  pn>o4 
ot  fidlihility  whidi  he  has  given  in  other  I>arfi^ 
nlars^itisnotformeto  yield  any  thing  to  bm 
in  this  instance.  My  statement  is  bottomed 
upon  the  opinions  of  naval  men,  and  dd  mem* 
bers,  who  believed  that  an  expense  d  froiu 
$30,000  to  $50,000  must  have  been  Incmred  is 
sendiug     Hornet  upon  this  service.  I  retniv, 
then,  to  my  first  assertion,  that  this  abortive 
mission  has  cost  the  United  States  neariy  Iwr 

000  dollars,  and  cannot  bring  them  one  cent* 
worth  ofbenefitinretumi  And  amltobecoa* 
tradictedfortellingthepeoplethesethinp?  Am 

1  to  be  denounced  for  exposing  to  their  W* 
snchaiH^fiigatewasteofthdrmon^t  Amlto 
be  called  a  "  fiutioos  oppositioniat"  beM  1 
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wHl  not  Tote  theae  enormooB  sums  f  I  hare  read 
mcb  dmnndation^  and  I  despise  them.  They 
will  not  prevent  me  from  doing  my  dnty;  they 
vill  not  prevent  me  from  looking  into  the  meas- 
ures of  uie  Administration ;  they  will  not  pre- 
Tcont  me  from  holding  np  to  the  indignatiou  of 
the  people  a  rain,  fantaslio,  ridicoloos,  and 
abortive  mission,  which  has  oosfc  them  one  hon- 
dred  thousand  dollars  I 

Mr,  BsEST  sud  he  was  wnry  any  mlsnnder- 
standing  should  have  occurred  as  to  facta.  The 
gentleman  most  have  misunderstood  him :  for 
he  would  not  suppose  he  wished  to  misrepresent 
him.  Ho  hod  not  Mated  that  the  Oongrees  of 
Panama  had  a^onmed  during  the  period  of  the 
^Mosnon  in  ^is  bouse,  but  only  that  tiie  dis- 
cnsdon  had  prodnoed  a  delay  whicb  prevented 
our  Miidsters  from  attending  that  Congress. 
The  Congress  at  Panama  a^oumed  to  Tscobaya 
dnring  the  Summer.  The  Ezeontive  already 
knew  that  it  was  so  to  a^oum  when  the  biU 
passed  this  House  providmg  for  the  mission. 
As  to  the  Hornet,  the  n^ort  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Kavy  would  show  that  that  vessel  was 
already  in  commis^on  and  nnder  embdng  <hv 
dera. 

Mr.  DwioHT  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueans,  in  making  the  report  of  an  outfit 
for  the  Minister  to  Tacubaya,  had  been  govern- 
ed by  no  other  cDusiderations  than  those  of  the 
dnty  they  owSd  the  oountry  in  supporting  Its 
important  diplomatic  relations  abroad,  and  this 
imi^Ued  an  obUgi^m  on  tiuSr  part  to  the  House, 
to  expldn  the  neoesdty  at  the  intended  uh 
propriation,  and  the  oonsequeDoefiij  should  the 
^propriation  be  refused  to  that  misrion,  which 
hra  80  recentiy  recdved  the  sanction  (tf  the 
other  branch  of  the  L^slatnre. 

It  was  a  mistake  in  gentiemen  to  suppose 
that  fb»  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  felt  any 
other  anxiety  on  tiie  subject  than  that  which 
resulted  from  a  desire  to  fulfil  its  own  doty  in 
presenting  tiie  question  to  the  House.  When 
they  had  presented  to  the  House  the  informa- 
tion upon  which  it  was  required  to  act,  they 
had  done  all  that  could  be  required  of  them, 
and  the  action  of  the  House  upon  that  informa- 
tion would,  and  ought  to  be,  entirdy  satisflu)- 
toty  to  them.  He  would  observe,  however, 
that  at  the  time  the  ^leoifio  sum  now  In  the  bill 
was  recommended  by  the  oonunittee  as  an  out- 
fit to  the  Minister  to  Tacnbaya,  neither  the 
committee  nor  the  House  could  have  known 
that  the  gentiemon  who  then  represented  this 
country  at  the  court  of  Mexico  would  be  re- 
qaired  to  represent  it  also  at  the  Congress  of 
Tacnbaya.  The  President  had  thought  proper 
to  nominate  tt^  gentleman;  the  Senate  had 
confirmed  the  nomination;  and,  so  far  from 
this  being  bad  economy,  as  some  gentiemen 
seemed  to  suppose,  it  wan  apparent  that  if  any 
gentieman  now  in  the  country  had  been  nomi- 
nated, we  should  be  called  upon  to  appropriate 
for  this  object  18^  dolhvs,  instead  of  the 
outfit  proposed.  The  presmt  Minister  ooi^d 
only  raoelTO  «»  year*s  salary  fat  his  aerrioea 


on  both  the  missions,  whereas  any  other  per- 
son wonld  have  been  entitled  to  a  salary  and 
an  outfit  Oentiem^  then,  he  was  persuaded, 
would  see  In  the  proposed  arrangement,  thia 
just  regard  to  a  wise  and  frugal  expenditure  ot 
the  public  money,  which  some  had  nt^nstij 
SQvgesUMi  the  absence  of. 

m  reference  to  the  unexpended  apnropriaticat 
of  last  year,  he  insisted  that  gentlemen  who 
had  alluded  to  that,  as  a  fund  out  of  which  the 
present  outfit  could  be  token,  were  entirety  mia- 
takeiL  both  as  to  the  balance  of  the  fund  itseH^ 
and  the  operation  of  law  in  regard  to  that  frtnd. 
It  was  true  that  forty  thousand  dollars  had 
been  approwiated  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
minion  to  Panama,  and  that  the  Coi^ress  at 
Tacubaya  was  but  an  a^onmed  meeting  of  the 
JQnisters  to  tiie  former  one. 

But  gentiemen  could,  for  thenuelvea,  oonstdt 
the  provisions  of  the  appropriating  act  ol  1834^ 
and  they  would  see  that  the  sum  therein  appro- 
priated,  was  set  apart  to  the  particular  ejects 
enumerated  in  the  act.  There  were  two  out- 
fits and  two  salaries,  each  of  $9,000,  making 

|S«,000 

Sslaiy  of  Seecetaiy,  .  -  .  .  2,000 
Conmigent  sum,      -     ■      .      -      .  s,000 

Haktng  $40^000 

Now,  if  It  shoold  appear  that  no  outfit  re- 
mained of  that  appropriation,  out  of  which  the 
present  sum  could  be  paid,  gentiemen  must  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  the  present  appropriation, 
or  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  denying  idto- 
gether  the  expediency  of  ^ving  to  Mr.  Poinsett 
any  additipnal  compensation  for  the  new  and 
arduons  duties  Imposed  upon  him  by  this  addi- 
tional mission.  Does  any  outfit  remain  of  that 
wpropriation,  he  would  ask !  An  outfit  and 
salary  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Sergeant ;  and  un- 
less gentiemen  would  be  guilty  of  refusing  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  or  bis  heirs,  Just  compensation 
for  his  efibrts  to  make  the  journey  from  Colom- 
bia to  Panama,  in  which  he  sacrificed  his  for- 
tune, his  health,  and  finally  his  life,  tiiey  can- 
not pretend  thero  Is  any  thing  left  of  that  ap- 
propriation out  of  which  this  outfit  can  be  paid. 
Ue  need  not  remind  gentlemen  that  the  law 
forbids  mtmey  appropriated  to  one  ol:jeot  to  be 
diverted  to  another.  TUs  was  a  salutary  prin- 
ciple ;  and  if  any  thing  rem«ned  of  the  appro- 
priation alluded  to,  It  would  pass  to  the  surplus 
fund.  If  any  thing  does  remain,  It  must  be  a 
part  of  that  which  was  appropriated  for  a  sal- 
ary, and  cannot  now  he  taken  for  an  outfit. 
He  assumed  that  Mr.  Anderson  was  paid  his 
outfit ;  if  not,  it  can  make  no  difference^  as  he 
was  unquestionably  entitied  to  It,  and  it  may 
be  claimed  by  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
never  was  in  the  habit  of  opposing  appropria- 
tions which  he  conridered  necessary  to  the  dne 
administratis  of  public  affairs ;  but  he  could 
not  o(»iaider  ^e  prraent  as  such  an  qmnmria- 
tioii.  Could  it  be  that  Taoabay^  at  ooly  three 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


ABBIDaUBNT  OF  THB 


aorlt.] 

Isognee  distant  from  the  ancienit  Citj  of  Mexi- 
00,  was  situated  in  a  new  country  ?  Could  it 
possibly  be  necessary'  to  provide  nme  thoosand 
dollars  to  meet  the  expense  of  travelling  nine 
miles  t  To  him  it  appeared  wholly  unneces- 
sary ;  and  believing  thu,  be  was  opposed  to  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Blaib  said,  that  the  real  question  before 
the  House  was,  were  we  now  satisfied  that  such 
lutrdahips  existed  in  Mr.  Poinsett^  case  as  to 
justify  tne  indirect  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  in  the  year  1810,  so  for  as  it  operates 
against  allowing  to  him  an  outfit!  It  will  be 
recollected  that  that  act  only  allows  to  a  Min- 
ister an  outfit  "  upon  his  going  from  the  United 
States  to  a  foreign  country,"  in  that  character. 
Mr,  Poinsett  is  not  going  from  the  United  States 
to  a  foreign  comitry,  and  cannot  legally  receive 
an  outfit,  whilst  that  act  of  Congress  remains 
in  force.  I  have  been  led  to  inqoire  into  the  cir- 
cnmstances  in  which  Mr.  Poinsett  will  be  placed 
on  his  assuming  the  new  station  conferred  on 
him,  as  well  as  the  expenses  incident  to  that 
chfmge;  and  I  can  see  nothing  that  woold  jus- 
tify excepting  his  case  from  the  geaeral  opentr 
tlon  of  the  act  in  question.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
would  inqirire  what  gave  rise  to  the  authority 
of  allowing  to  a  Minister  an  outfit  t  Surely,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  upon  his  travel  to  the 
foreign  court  Oaa  it,  then,  be  seriously  said, 
that  the  same  consideration  should  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Poinsett  for  travelling  ten  miles,  that  ^on 

gay  to  other  Ministers  who  leave  the  United 
tales,  and  are  subjected  to  the  expense  of 
travelling  thousands?  That  would  level  all 
distinctioa  between  the  dififerent  services  aa 
well  aa  the  expenses  of  our  diplomatic  agents. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  is  at  the 
head  ai  wa  Oommittee  of  'Wajs  and  Means, 
arics,  if  we  do  not  wish  to  Amiiui  onr  IGnisters 
with  die  means  of  presmting  themselves  with 
becoming  dignity  at  foreign  conrtaf  I  answer 
for  one  that  f  do ;  but  I  am  unwilling  todoindi- 
rectiy  what  I  would  not  do  directly  and  openly, 
or  take  from  the  Treasury  by  stealth,  and  add  to 
their  salaries  under  a  difi'erent  name.  If  the 
salary  is  too  low  to  justify  our  mnisters  appear- 
ing at  foreign  courts  with  becoming  dignity, 
the  fur  course  of  l^islation  would  be  to  amend 
the  general  law  which  governs  that  salary,  and 
not  attempt  in  an  appropriation  biU,  to  make 
an  exception  in  favor  of  any  individuaL  If 
gentlemen  who  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of 
uie  salary  will  propose  a  general  remedy,  and 
satisfy  him  of  the  propriety  would  go 

with  than,  as  he  was  entirely  willing  to  allow 
the  necessary  compensation  to  all  public  offi- 
cers ^  hnt  he  would  not  consent  to  re^al  the 
provMions  of  the  act  of  Congress  in  so  indirect 
a  manner  as  that  now  contemplated.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  DwiGHT,)  who  ia  a  member  of  the  same 
committee,  that  the  Executive  Government  has 
constined  the  act  of  1610,  so  as  to  allow  an  out- 
^  to  a  IQnlstjer,  aa  weU  iqioa  his  removal  from 


[FkBanaar,  ttXJ. 

one  court  to  another,  as  "  upon  lua  gmng  from 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  and 
has  called  upon  this  House  to  aanction  tlut 
construction.   I  answer  the  gentleman,  that  I 
cannot  adopt  that  construction,  because  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  pluB, 
positive  language  of  the  law,  than  wMch  nou 
could  be  more  dear.  Mr.  B.  said  that  Toy 
much  had  been  said  reflecting  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  vhen  ae&ag  m 
foreign  Ministers,  all  of  whidi  he  believed  to 
be  without  the  scope  of  the  present  inqmry; 
and  if  they  proved  any  thing  more  than  tbe 
abuses  which  had  crept  in  under  the  cuEtfmi, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made — eustcin 
founded  upon  "Executive  oonstmction "— ha 
was  incapable  of  seeing  it.   The  allowance  of 
Mr.  John  A.  King^s  account,  aa  Charg^  had 
also  been  mentioned  as  another  instance  d 
"  Executive  construction  "  in  the  payment  of 
outfit.   Believing,  aa  I  do,  that  these  examples 
can  furnish  no  light  in  deciding  upon  the  pres- 
ent question,  I  pass  them  over  with  the  roDStt:, 
that,  as  to  the  account  of  Mr.  King,  I  wiU 
tice  it  at  a  more  convrauent  seasrai.  Kr.E 
sidd  that  he  wished  it  distinctiy  understood 
that  he  did  not  vote  a^nat  the  present  propo- 
sition to  allow  to  Mr.  Poinsett  an  outfit «  nnw 
thousand  dollars,  on  the  ground  sn^ested  by 
some  gentlemen  who  had  partook  in  this  dis- 
cussion— that  of  there  being  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year,  to 
which  tbe  President  had  the  right  to  resort,  if 
he  chose  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett  the  outfit  of  a 
Minister ;  but  because  he  did  not  believe  him 
entitled  to  it,  from  the  very  inconsiderable  dis- 
tance to  be  travelled  by  him.   Mr,  B.  said  that 
he  could  not  vote  for  uie  proposed  amendment 
on  another  ground,  namely,  tiiat  it  was  avowed 
as  an  increase  of  salary  •when,  to  render  it  dw 
more  palatable,  it  was  called  outfit;  and  be* 
cause  ne  was  unwilling  to  pay  any  officer  oi 
this  Govenimait  one  thousand  doUar;  per  ndfo 
for  travelling. 

Mr.  Kbeker  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  Oh 
House  to  the  origin  of  this  appropriation.  What 
was  the  language  held  by  the  Mvoeatea  of  the 
Panama  Mission,  when  tiiat  measure  was  Snt 
introduced  ?   Thev  told  us  that  the  expense  tir 
tending  it  would  be  of  but  short  duration,  aw 
that  all  that  was  valuable  would  be  the  resg. 
The  child  was  not  to  live  more  than  six  nwnw^ 
and  was  then  to  be  hurried  to  the  grave.  Bnt 
now  a  year  has  elajned,  and  the  child  is  tg^ 
to  be  washed  and  swaddled,  at  an  expaise  d 
nine  thousand  doUors.  What  do  thejr  teU  » 
now  f  Oh,  it  becomes  a  great  natiw  to^ 
port  its  dignity.  And  is  it  come  to  thisi  Wm 
you,  even  in  the  green  tree,  show  yoar  gre«- 
ness  by  pride  and  extravagance  t  Are  we  w 
be  told  that  this  House  has  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  register  the  acts  of  the  Executive  f  ^ 
President  has  willed ;  the  Senate  have  responj 
ed ;  and  I  am  told  that  therefore  the  pnne « 
the  nation  is  to  be  (meat  He  called  i^oBj^ 
tlonen  to  pause  befinre  thqr  vwt  oi  to  stn* 
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at  the  very  foaDdotion  of  rapoblioan  prtnciplea. 
For  hU  own  part  he  never  b^eved  in  this  mis- 
Bion :  he  never  believed  that  any  good  woold 
come  oat  of  it :  he  never  had  believed  that  the 
country  was  to  ascend  to  heaven  by  aeodiDg 
Miiiist«rB  to  Panama;  he  never  had  believed 
that  we  shoQld  b«  put  at  the  Lead  of  that  as- 
sembly ;  it  now  i4>peared  that  we  were  rather 
at  the  tail. 

Government  had  heard  that  invitations  were 
to  be  sent  to  neutral  powers;  but  tlie^  hod 
gone  on  fmpdnting  and  sending  Ministers, 
without  wamng  to  recdve  anjr  invitation. 
The  advocates  of  Monarchy,  however,  wonld 
mafatdn  ibelb  Oeae  innisteTB  were  to  be  fur- 
nished in  the  most  profttse  manner.  They 
wonld  meet  the  servants  at  great  monarchs ; 
and  they  would  say  to  them,  my  master  knows 
hie  dnty,  and  famishes  me  a(»ordingIy.  For 
hia  part,  he  still  hoped  there  were  some  few 
Temahu  of  old-fashioned  eoononiy ;  and  that 
onr  Ministers  wonld  appear  as  became  the  Min- 
isters of  a  ptMn  Eepnblic.  The  deputation  ma- 
nia seems  to  have  seized  'the  nation — the  diplo- 
matto  corps  kept  on  inorcasing,  and  though 
aome  of  them,  when  they  left  the  shores  of  this 
ooantry,  might  be  pure  in  principles,  and  plain 
in  habits  and  manners,  they  soon  became  cor- 
rupted, and  eame  bat^  enamonred  with  what 
ibay  hid  seen  in  the  oonrts  d  monarchs.  Need 
he  tell  an^  who  heard  him,  that  the  present 
Cbief  Magistrate  went  away  A*om  this  conn^ 
a  repnblioan  in -principles  and  habits;  bat  while 
Temainli^  at  uie  Court  of  St.  James  had.  be- 
came so  enamoured  that  he  declared  the  mo- 
narchical Government  of  that  country  was  the 
most  stupendous  fabric  of  hnman  invention; 
and  if  any  man  would  now  go  to  the  President's 
house,  and  look  at  the  grandeur  of  the  Aimi- 
tore,  and  the  lazury  which  appeared  on  every 
aide,  he  wonld  see  the  effects  of  a  residenoe  at 
fbreign  courts.  The  question  was  then  taken 
on  filline  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  9,000  dol- 
lara,  and  decided  in  tiie  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  46  to  119,  as  fdlows : 

Tkas. — Kessrs.  Bailey,  Badeer,  Bartlett,  Barney, 
Brent,  Burges,  Cassedy,  CoolOCrownlashield,  Davis, 
Porsay,  Dwight,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Everett, 
Guriey,  Bemck,  lagersolL  Jennings,  Kittcra,  La* 
throp,  Locke,  Martindalo,  Mattocks,  IfcDuffie,  Her- 
oer,  Miner,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Pearce,  Beed,  Bands, 
Sll,  Spregue,  Storra,  Strong,  Swan,  TomUnson,  Tuck- 
er of  New  Jersey,  Yance,  V&mum,  VintoD,  Whipple, 
White,  Wood  of  New  Tork,  Woods  of  Ohio— 45. 

Natb.— Heasrs.  Addams  of  Peondylvania,  Aloxan- 
dsr  of  Virginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  AUeu  of 
Ibss.,  Alston,-  Anderson,  Angel,  Ardier,  Amutnuig, 
Ashley,  Baldwin,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barbour 
ofViiginia,  Barringer,  Bassett,  Baylies,  BIdr,  Boon, 
Dudley,  Bryan,  Bochanan,  Backner,  Campbel1,Car> 
son,  Gary,  Claiborne,  CUrke,  Cooke,  Conner,  Crump, 
Davenport,  Dcit7^  Edwards  of  North  Caralloa,  Estill, 
Findby  of  Pennsylvania,  Rndlay  of  Ohio,  Forsyth, 
Forward,  Fosdlck,  Qamsey,  Garrison,  Govan,  Hai^ 
ris,  Harrey,  Haabrouck,  Hayden,  Henry,  Blues,  Ho- 
bait,  Hoflman,  Holmes,  Houston,  Buroniii,  Hum- 
yhrey,  Ingbam,  backs,  JoluiKn  of  New  ToriC|  Jehn- 


[a  or  & 

son  of  Vhglnla,  Kidder,  Krebs,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Little,  Long,  Ifarable,  Markdl, 
Harkley,  Marvin  of  New  York,  McCoy,  HcHatton 
UcKean,  HoKeo,  UerTlwetber,  Mervin  of  Connao* 
ticut,  Metcalfe,  Miller  of  Pennsylvania,  James  S. 
Mitchell.  John  Mitchell,  MitcheU  of  Maryland,  HiCch> 
ell,  of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala* 
baina,  Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Polk,  Pow- 
ell, Ripley,  Rives,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott, 
Shannon,  SUoaue,  Sterenaon  of  PennaylTanio,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor  of  Virginia,  Test,  Ihompson  of  Geo., 
lliompson  of  Ohio,  Tucker  of  South  Carotina,  Van 
Horn,  Verplanck,  Wales,  Ward,  Weenis,  Whitte- 
nore,  Whittleaev,  WlcklifTe,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wolf,  Toang— 119. 

So  the  House  refused  the  appr^riation  a{ 
9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  Mr.  iWsBn  as 
Uinister  to  Tocnbaya. 

Mr.  BvoHAKAx  uid  Ifr.  OooK  then  both  rose 
to  okdm  the  floor.  Mr.  Cook  obtained  it,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  Uank  for  this  outfit,  with 
$4,600, 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Kbxhbb  donandefl  the 
yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
tbem,  (ayes  25,  noes  100,)  a  sufficient  number 
not  requiring  them. 

Mr.  roBSYTn  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  require  this  sum  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  made  for  this  mission  last 
year. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dwioht 
and  MoDdpfix,  and  negodved. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr,  Cook,  and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  48. 

So  the  blank  was  filled  with  4,600  dollars. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  ho  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.* 

Fbidat,  February  16. 

Mr.  Cumn  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Aaaembly  of  the  State  of  Kentooky,  appio- 
batory  of  the  aasocialitHi  called  "the  Amenoaa 
Colonization  Society,"  and  requesdng  the  rep- 
resentation of  that  State  In  Congress  to  use 
their  best  offorte  to  fiioilitate  the  removal  of 
snch  free  people  of  color  as  may  desire  to  emi- 
grate to  the  OAoay  in  AlHoa,  and  to  ensure  to 
them  the  proteodott  and  patronage  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Owen  objected  to  these  resoluticois  being 
received,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolutions 
were  not  addressed  to  Congress,  but  to  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
Thqr  were,  in  this  respect,  private  papers,  with 
which  OmiOTesB  had  nothing  to  da 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  had  these  resolutiona 
referred  to-  a  subject  not  previously  under  the 
oouaideration  of  Congress,  the  g^tleman  from 
Kentucky  must  have  introduced  them  by  a  re»* 
olutionof  his  own;  hut  the  subject  was  already 
before  the  House,  uid  hod  been  referred  to  a 

*TMb  impoaed  ndadoo  to  Tarabara,  Uke  that  to  Panama 
ofw1ilAltwaitotMtbaeonttBnatl«n,iuronaabortlv«:  tba 
eoBgnM  «f  natlMial  diputks  to  wUck  It  wh  to  m  aarar 
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committee.  When  this  was  the  case,  it  had 
been  Uie  settled  practice  of  the  House  to  admit 
aaoh  resolQtiaufrmn  public  bodies  tobe  re- 
oeirad,  and  to  submit  tbem  to  oommHteea. 

After  a  few  -wogdB  of  reply  from  Ur.  Owrar, 
the  qnesHm  was  pnt  on  we  Teferenoe,  when 
the  ayes  were  84,  noes  31. 

A  qnorom  not  havinff  voted,  the  question 
was  about  to  be  again  taken ;  when 

ISr.  Cubes  defended  the  propriety  of  the 
reference,  contending  that  there  was  no  differ- 
ence between  the  present  case  and  others  in 
which  similar  resolutions  had  been  laid  before 
the  Hoose.  He  contended  tiiat  the  respect  due 
to  a  sovereign  State  demanded  that  its  resolu- 
tion shoald  at  least  be  heard,  and  be  sent  to  a 
committee  having  the  general  subject  of  them 
under  its  care. 

Mr.  Owrar  replied,  and  Indsted  on  Hie  oondd* 
«ration  which  be  had  befine  nrged^  that  there 
was  nothing  in  these  resointions  which  directed 
them,  to  this  Honae^  or  presented  to  it  any  sub- 
ject <tf  legislation.  For  the  House  to  act  when 
It  was  not  called  upon,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  disrespectful  interference  between  the  Leg- 
islature  of  a  State  and  her  Representative  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  subject-matter  of  these  resolutions. 

Hr.  LiTTU  advocated  the  reception  of  these 
resolutions.  He  had  himself  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Lenslature  of  Maryland,  which, 
though  not  direouy  addressed  to  CJongress,  had 
nevertheless  been  received,  and  referred  to  a 
cmnnuttee.  He  thought  tlut  a  deUberste  ez* 
presnon  €i  the  sentiments  of  any  public  body, 
especially  one  so  respectable  as  nie  Legislature 
of  a  State,  on  a  subject  under  considention  by 
the  House,  ought  to  be  treated  witii  respect, 
ffiod  that  to  refuse  its  reception,  would  indicate 
a  want  of  respect  for  the  source  from  whoicc 
it  proceeded. 

Mr.  McLanz,  of  Delaware,  sdd,  that  he  hoped 
the  gentieman  from  Alabama  would  not  press 
his  ohjection.  The  course  in  these  cases  has 
been  sufficientiy  settled,  by  the  acquiescence 
of  the  House.  As  one  example,  he  referred  to 
the  famous  Uissouri  question,  on  which  oc- 
casion, resoluticais  had  heen  recced,  not  rally 
from  State  Legltjatures,  but  from  other  public 
bodies,  ezpres^ve  of  their  ^dnions  of  that 
controversy. 

The  quttidon  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resdntirai,  and  carried  without  a 
diviraon. 

Ur.  UoLak^  of  Delaware  presented  resolu- 
tions entered  into  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  of  similar  import  to 
those  presented  by  Mr.  Olabxi  ;  whidi  were 
referred  to  the  same  committee  as  the  others 
were  referred  to. 

Qtorgia  MUitia  Claim. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ooox, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Babtleti  in  the  chair,  on  the 
Military  Appropiiatioa  Bill ;  and  the  qneatlon 


being  on  the  following  amendment,  moved  jm 
terday  by  Mr.  Yahob: 

"For  the  settlement  of  the  clidms  of  the  mQhia 
of  Georgia,  for  services  rendered  daring  the  yean 
1792,  'S,  and  '4,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  Constant 
Freeman,  and  to  be  pda  under  the  saneticn  ot  the 
Secretarv  of  War,  me  hundred  and  twentTHiiae 
tfaoosana  three  hundred  and  arnn^dre  dollBia 
and  sixty-dx  cents: 

[A  debate  toolc  fdaee  on  tiie  adiqrtitm  of  this  amend- 
ment,  in  which  Messrs.  Clufce,  Thompeon  of  Georgia, 
Surges,  McCojr,  WiUIams,  Haynes»  and  Swight  took 
part] 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  retorted  the 
bill  as  amended. 


U<Hn>AT,  February  19. 
Canal  around  the  MateU  SkoaU. 
Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alahama,  submitted  the  lid- 
lowing: 

Beaohed,  That  the  OoBumHtee  on  Roads  and-Gb- 
nale  be  Inslructed  to  Inquire  hito  the  expediency  of 
authoiizbg  a  surrey  and  eiamioaUon  of  Uie  Mode 
Shods,  in  the  Tennessee  lUver,  with  a  view  to  the 
location  of  a  Canal. 

Mr.  MooBB  s^d,  In  offering  this  resolution, 
he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  tiie  House  for 
a  sin^e  moment  only,  whilst  he  attempted  to 
recommend  the  subject  of  this  resolntitm  to 
their  favorable  consideration.  The  inaproTe- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  Biver, 
at  the  p<nnt  contemplated,  (s^d  he,}  will  be 
deemed  an  ot^ect  <tf  the  very  lart  importance, 
not  only  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  likewiaa 
to  those  (A  Tennessee,  Eentocky,  Gbao^  Misris- 
rippi,  Lonisiana,  and  tiie  western  partfrfVii^ 
gima.  Immedlatdy  after  the  passage  <^  tbe 
law  of  1824,  anthorudng  the  Prendent  to  pro- 
cure tbe  necessury  plans  and  estimates  upon 
the  BuUect  ol  roads  and  canals,  the  delegations 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Miscdssippi,  and  Ala- 
bama addressed  a  Joint  communication  to  Mr. 
Monroe  relative  to  the  importance  of  this  im- 
provement in  a  naticmal  point  of  view.  They 
received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  then 
Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  Prendent  was 
Ailly  imprewed  with  its  unportanoe,  and  that 
he  viewed  this  as  Justly  bewnpng  to  the  first 
clasB  <A  ol^eots  to  irtiich  tbe  attention  codd  be 
dhweted,  in  the  ezeoation  of  the  law  to  which 
I  have  refemd.  At  each  subsequent  sesdoa 
of  Congress,  I  have  urged  the  consideration  U 
this  subject  ^on  the  attention  of  the  present 
Secretaiy  of  War.  I  presume  tiiat  objects  of 
greater  mi^itude  have  heretofore  claimed  his 
consideration,  but  we  hope  the  time  has  now 
arrived,  when  this  subject  will  engage  the  at- 
tention of  that  Department.  The  State  of  Ala- 
bama, it  is  true,  is  among  the  yonngrat  asters 
received  into  the  Federal  family,  but  we  bope 
none  the  less  respectable,  nor  are  her  legitimsta 
claims  upon  the  Generisl  Government  to  be 
postponed  or  altogether  defeated  upon  this  so- 
ooont;  ludl  would  fimd^  hope,  that  as  from tUi 
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coronmstAnce,  her  own  resource*  most  be  more 
limited,  her  daim  upon  this  Government,  foe 
her  parental  and  benign  ud  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  work,  wonld  m  strengthened  and  sop- 
ported.    This  may  jastly  be  said  to  be  an  ob- 
ject purely  national  in  its  character,  and  within 
the  coQtemplatioa  of  the  law  which  has  been 
the  basis  of  the  STStem  of  Internal  Improvemeot 
wbioh  has  beoi  proseonted.  From  inliiHination 
which  can  be  reUed  upon,  I  am  authorized  to 
atate,  tiiat  from  fifl7  to  fiffy-five  tiioosand  bales 
of  cotton  desoend  tiie  Tennessee,  throogh  the 
ICnsole  Shoida,  annually,  and  that  the  cost  of 
transportation,  the  distance  of  from  twentj-fire 
to  tmrty  miles  only,  is  frequently  flft^  oents 
per  hale.    Thns,  it  seems  that  the  cituens  of 
this  Bcotion  of  country  pay  the  enormous  tax 
of  more  than  twenty-seven  thousand  dcdlars, 
for  the  transportation  of  their  product  the  tri- 
fling distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  milee,  to 
aay  nothing  of  the  risk  iu  damage  and  total 
loss  which  frequently  occurs  by  boats  being 
atoTe,  fto. 

'WsDMBSDAT,  February  31. 
3WriU>nal  Gmernort. 

Ur.  OoHWAT  Delate  from  Arkansas,  sub- 
mitted for  coosideration  the  following : 

JSeaolMd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
be  iostmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aa- 
ihoriziag  some  competent  persons  to  discharge  the 
doUes  of  Ooveroor  and  Secretur  of  the  Arkmnsas 
Territory,  in  the  absence  of  the  Oovemor  and  Sec- 
retary of  sud  Territory,  who  are  alone  aathorixed, 
by  existing  lavs,  to  perform  said  duties. 

lb.  OoswAT  remarked,  tliat  it  was  entirely 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  oonstitoenta,  t^at 
he  oflEhred  the  res(dntion  wUeh  be  had  Just  sob- 
iBittedtotiieoou^derati<moftheHoqse.  Last 
Summer  Ae  Freddent  at  the  United  States 
grsnted  permis^on  to  Goremor  Izard,  as  he 
Had  been  informed,  to  visit  Philadelphia  this 
Tinter,  for  tlie  purpose  of  attending  to  his  pri- 
vate biuiness.  In  October,  be  believed  it  waa^ 
the  Governor  left  the  temtory,  and  left  Mr. 
Crittenden,  the  Seoretarr,  to  disohsnre  the  dn- 
.  ties  of  tiie  Executive  Department   Tnis  morn- 
ing he  bad  received  letters  from  the  territory, 
informing  him  that  the  Seoretary  and  acting 
Governor  set  out  on  the  0th  of  January,  for 
ilua  place,  and  oomplahiing  thtft  there  was  no 
one  m  the  country  authorized  to  ^seharge  the 
duties  of  Beoretary  or  Govemor.  His  oljeot 
ia  (Bering  the  rescuotion  befinre  the  House,  was 
to  bring  the  subject  before  Congress,  that  a 
law  mi^t  be  passed  to  guard  against  any  evil 
which  might  grow  out  of  a  similar  state  of 
things  in  future.   It  will  be  recollected,  by  at 
least  some  of  the  members  of  this  House,  that 
the  Govemor.  and  Secretary  were  both  absent 
in  the  Winter  of  182S-'a4,  and  that  the  Indians 
av^ed  themselves  of  that  opportunity  to  kill 
Kveral  citizens  of  the  Territory.   He  alluded 
to  Hi^  Walbome,  and  sevend  other  persons 
who  wore  killed  by  the  Osage  Indiana.  The 


[H.orS. 

dtizens  iu  a  part  of  the  territory,  are  in  a  great 
d^ree  dependent  upon  the  mercy  of  the  In- 
dians, at  all  times,  for  their  safety.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  only  persons  wbo  are  authorized 
by  law  to  order  out  the  militia  for  purposes  of 
defence,  they  are  entirely  so. 

Hr.  0.  s^d,  that,  early  in  December,  be 
heard  of  the  Governor's  departure  from  the  ter- 
ritory, and  in  compliance  with  what  he  then 
concaved  to  be  his  duty,  he  notified  the  Sene- 
tary  of  State  of  the  &et;  and  Informed  him 
that  the  oommisrionof  the  Secretarrof  thet^ 
ritoiy  would  expire  early  in  the  wring,  ud 
that,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  Govem- 
ment,  it  would  be  neoessary  to  reappoint  him 
in  time  for  his  new  oommisaon  to  reach  him, 
before  the  old  one  expired.  He  was  accord- 
ingly reappointed  by  the  Prendent,  and  his 
commission  transmitted  to  blm  by  muL  In 
November  last  Mr.  0.  observed,  he  saw  lb. 
day  in  Philadelphia,  and  learned  from  him,  that, 
some  time  in  October,  (I  bdieve  it  was,)  he  r^- 
oeived  a  letter  irrai  Mr.  Crittenden  requesting 
permisrion  to  yiaH  Washington,  and  tlufe  ha 
bad  granted  the  reiineat ;  but  in  a  ftw  d^  ba 
learned  that  the  Presfd«it  had  givm  the  Gov- 
ernor leave  of  absmce,  and  he  then  wrote  to 
Mr.  Crittenden  that  it  would  be  improper  for 
the  Govemor  and  Secretary  to  be  absent  at  the 
same  time;  and  that  the  permission  to  leave 
the  territoty  granted  to  him  by  his  former  let* 
ter,  was  necMsarily  countermanded.  It  may 
be,  that  Mr.  Crittenden  never  received  lb. 
Ch^'a  second  letter,  and  that  be  has  left  the 
territory  under  the  impression  that  he  had  the 
will  of  the  GK)vemment  to  do  so.  Be  that  aa 
it  may,  aQ  will  agree  that  it  is  necessary  that 
some  persons  shoiud  ranidn  In  the  territory  to 
disehuse  the  duties  of  Governor  and  Secretary, 
andJie  lu^Md  the  Committee  m  the  Tenrttoriea 
would  immediately  report  a  bill  to  correct  the 
evils  complained  Before  I  sit  down,  sidd 
tfr.  C,  I  take  ocearion  to  repeat,  that  it  is  «n- 
tir^  from  a  sense  of  dutv  to  my  constituents^ 
that  1  briiw  the  subject  before  the  House.  They 
have  oompldned  to  me  of  the  absence  of  the 
officers  appointed  to  govern  them ;  and  I  diould 
not  perform  my  duty  here,  if  I  were  to  n<^eet 
to  oonmiunicate  their  oomplaints  to  this  House. 

The  resdution  was  agreed  to  without  a  di> 
visiou. 

lAb&ria  Agenei/. 

lb.  FoBSTTH  wished  the  sense  of  tiie  com* 
mittee  cm  the  appropriation  ot  88,710  doUait 
for  tiie  African  agency,  and  asked  for  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  i4>propriation  Is  fonnded. 

Mr.  Cook  sent  the  estimates  to  the  Chair, 
which  were  then  read. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  if  the  cMm  of  the  Man^ 
of  Geonda,  which,  as  appears  by  a  note,  bad 
been  examined  and  refused,  had  been  re-ex- 
amined and  found  correct. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  understood  that  this  claim 
bad  hem  examined,  and  reduced  otmsidei^ 
aMy. 
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ySt.  FoBBTTH  went  into  the  other  items  of 

^tibe  estimate,  and  wished  some  explanation  as 
to  the  chat^  of  forty  doUors  each  for  the 
transportation  of  Africans  to  Liberia.  Others 
can  convey  blacks  for  twenty  dollars;  why 
cannot  we  send  them  at  as  cheap  a  rate? 
There  is  an  item  for  the  support  of  twenty-eight 
Africans  at  Liberia.  The  agent  says  they  can 
Bnpport  themselves.  Why,  then,  are  they  to 
be  sapported  by  the  United  States!  There  is 
an  appropriation  of  2,800  dollars,  for  an  agent 
and  assistant  a^nt  There  is  no  law  authwu- 
ing  these  salaries;  and  he  wished  to  withhold 
the  salaries,  and  thus  get  rid  of  one  or  both  of 
these  officers.  He  thought  the  som  was  too 
great  to  be  given  for  taking  care  cnttweiity-eieht 

.persons.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  sab-a^nt  who 
also  receives  payment  for  snperintendtog  these 
Africans.  All  this  is  authorized  only  by  an 
sfipropriation  of  money,  and  by  no  other  act 
of  legislation.   He  hop<^  it  would  be  cut  down 

.to  the  lowest  point  The  act  of  1819  contem- 
plated the  transportatiixu  of  cl^tured  Africans 
to  their  homes.  The  act  contemplated  that 
they  should  be  left  there.  What  has  been  the 
practical  constnii^on!  Only  one  of  these 
persona,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 

.tai7  of  the  Kavy,  had  got  back  to  his  tribe. 
It  is  fanpoasible  to  take  uicm  back  through  im- 
penetrable forests,  and  over  dangerous  rivers 
and  deserts.  They  became,  then,  part  of  the 
Uesurado  establishment,  live  at  the  expense, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
This  act  of  1819  has  been  made  the  instrumei^ 
to  oatry  into  effect  the  views  of  a  society  to 
establiah  a  colony  at  liberia,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  Congress.  It  wpears, 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  uure  is 
a  colony  of  free  blacks  -which  has  apnuig  fhnu 
this  origin. 

By  a  contract  with  the  Department,  under 
the  act  of  1819,  forty  laborers  were  sent  to 
Africa  to  prepare  for  these  Africans.  Thi^ 
step  was  taken  to  enable  the  Colonization  So- 
debr  to  get  a  foothold  with  the  money  of  the 
.Uniwd  States.  The  first  colony  was  unfortu- 
nate. A  negotiation  was  made  by  the  agent, 
uded  b^  an  officer  of  the  Navy.  It  was  a 
negotiation  like  all  others  which  are  made 
where  one  party  is  a  civilized  and  powerful 
nation,  and  the  other  a  weak,  miserable,  igno- 
rant, and  wandering  tribe.  Lands  were  pur- 
chased and  occupied.  In  a  subsequent  war, 
hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  killed ; 
a  fort  was  erected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  arms  and  ammunition  were  pro- 
vided. The  money  of  the  United  States  was 
then  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  agent,  who  held 
the  ^nble  office  of  Agent  of  the  United  States 
and  Agent  of  the  Society ;  and  he  hired  the 
odonists  to  work  for  the  twenty-eight  Afri- 
cans; he  did  not  hire  them  to  eat  for  Uiem, 
althon^  he  might  have  done  so.  The  next 
stop  was  to  declare  war,  in  order  to  pnt  down 
the  slave  trade ;  and  because  a  piratical  attack 
was  mode  by  a  Spanish  vessel,  some  poor 
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Spaniards  on  shore  were  token  prisoners.  B^iif 
no  charge  against  them,  they  were  rdeased; 
and  the  a^ent,  with  great  liberality,  after  taking 
away  their  property,  gave  them  tiie  fort^-three 
dollars  to  support  themselves,  and  divided  Lbe 
residue  among  the  captors  and  the  natives. 
The  United  States  is  charged,  with  &e  balwce 
of  this  infamous  plunder,  about  five  dollara. 
It  is  sud  those  Spaniards  were  grateful  for  the 
blea^gs  they  received ;  yet  they  attempted  to 
make  uieir  escape.  They  were  so  insentnUe 
to  those  blesdngs,  that  th«y  braved  the  bonoEB 
of  the  forest  to  esci^  from  than.  TLa  weie 
taken  by  slave  ttcban.  and  sold  to  a  aotoij. 
The  agent  demanded  them.  The  mswet  wa^ 
that  Uiey  were  purchased.  Be  marched  his 
troops  to  the  scene  of  actum :  but  did  he  tak» 
and  restore  them  ?  No :  if  he  had  done  ae^ 
there  would  have  been  some  excuse.  Be  sab- 
verted  the  factory,  and  obtained  some  thirty 
or  forty  more  protegie»  for  the  United  States 
He  did  not  stop  there.  Having  exercised  hii 
military  prowess,  he  was  desirous  to  diow  his 
prowess  by  capturing  all  establi^unents.  Not- 
withstanding the  tuneillanM  of  the  c<Jonists, 
some  of  these  escaped  and  were  captnred,  and 
made  slaves.  But  this  happened  to  oe  a  strong 
factory ;  and  the  agent  could  not  have  snooeed- 
ed  hera^  but  fiir  the  ud  of  two  Colnnbiaa 
schomers,  (one  commanded  1^  Captain  Chase, 
of  Baltimore.)  A  severe  b^Ie  was  fonghL 
and  we  are  told  of  the  important  services  oc 
these  privateers.  He  read  an  extract  from  the 
letter  complimentary  to  the  Colombians.  The 
consequences  may  be  conceived.  This  other 
establ^hraent  was  subverted  by  men  under  tbe 
flog  of  the  United  States;  and  tl^  oontraiy  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Government.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  understood  the  act  iweosely 
as  he  (Ur.  F.)  did ;  as  intended  to  transport 
the  Afncans  who  are  captau%d.  Yet  the  ageoL 
after  being  instructed  to  use  all  means  to  send 
these  people  home,  speaks  of  desertkm.  Dr. 
Peaoo  calls  on  the  Government  to  send  ont 
a  military  force,  saying  that  the  cokmy  is 
in  danger.  He  read  part  of  the  letter  of  Ik; 
jPeaco. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  agent, 
having  by  a  little  address  and  management 
connected  ourselves  with  this  society,  we  must 
now  send  out  a  military  and  naval  force  to 
defend  the  colonists.  Be  held  in  his  hand  an 
answer  to  one  of  these  splendid  military 
achievements.  The  agent  has  asked  for  a  re- 
ward for  those  engaged  in  this  trade.  He  was 
not  content  witti  the  tpoUa  opima  fonnd  on 
the  field  of  battle.  But  this  the  Secretary 
could  not  swallow.  In  reply,  he  stated  what 
was  the  object  of  the  act.  It  must  be  obvious, 
from  sJl  tlie  documents,  that  the  ol^ect  <tf 
liberating  and  restoring  the  Africans  is  im- 
practicable. Tlieae  pow  anun^  are  regarded 
with  distrust  by  everybody.  The  Colonization 
Society  is  not  able  to  support  them ;  end  if  tbe 
Government  does  not,  they  must  sink.  Into 
this  situation  we  have  brought  them. 
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Tho  reply  of  the  Secretary,  while  it  oensares 
the  course  of  the  ageot,  dues  not  impuKn  his 
motivefl ;  but  says  if  he  had  gone  no  ftrther 
than  to  rooapture  Africans,  tJie  Department 
would  have  sustained  him :  bnt  he  did  go 
farther,  and  the  Society  is  left  to  answer  for 
the  coDseqnenoes.  The  donUe  cfaaraoter  which 
Ashmnn  fills,  is  thus  oonvenimt  for  fatra. 
If  oil  is  fair,  he  is  Agenfc  of  the  United  States ; 
if  foul  weather  cornea,  he  is  the  A^t  of  the 
Society.  He,  Hr.  F.,  regarded  Uie  sitnation  of 
tho  poor  oreatares  who  were  sent  to  Mesnrado, 
as  more  lamentable  than  that  of  the  free  blacks 
of  t^e  United  States.  We  are  told,  in  one  of 
the  official  reports  of  the  colony,  that  every 
colonist  receives  from  one  dollar  to  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  day.  Native  labor  can  be  obtained 
for  three  or  four  dollars  a  month.  The  colo- 
nists get  the  native  labor.  The  liberated  Afn- 
cans  are  employed  in  public  labor,  and  get  no 
PV-  They  are  compelled  to  be  satined  with 
Uieir  rations,  and  a  little  tobacco.  The  re- 
cq>tnred  Africuis  are  made  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  A  letter  tnm  Dr. 
Peaco  is  the  aathority  on  which  this  statement 
is  mode. 

He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  we  are 
going  to  send  these  180  Africans  included  in 
uie  estimates,  to  be  fed  on  palm-oil,  andcossada 
and  tobacco.  But  there  is  an  appropriation  to 
snpport  tliese  Africans.  Dr.  Peaco  says,  the 
Africans  who  have  been  there  for  more  than 
a  year,  and  the  ooloniats,  support  themselves, 
« and  are  not  of  much  expense.  Now,  the 
Africans,  for  wliom  Uiis  appropriation  is  ^ed, 
have  bera  there  more  than  a  year.  It  is  a 
mere  faroe  to  talk  of  sending  home  tiiese  re- 
captured Africans.  The  committee  mnst  come 
to  a  decision,  and  cnt  the  connect»m  with  this 
Ccdtmixation  Society,  or  obtun  the  aathority 
<tf  law.  Uo  would  be  justified  in  calling  this  a 
gross  abase,  if  notice  had  not  been  gWen  of 
this  intention.  In  1819,  tho  Prendent  had 
thrown  out  this  idea,  and  said  he  was  going  to 
legislate  on  the  subject.  He  repelled  the  in- 
ference that  all  which  had  been  done  Is  legal, 
because  no  legislation  has  been  made  to  act 
against  it.  He  hoped  General  Gaines  would 
not  bo  sent  to  Africa ;  but,  if  necessary  to  send 
sny,  he  hoped  it  would  be  done  by  the  agency 
of  law.  He  thoaght  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
the  28  Africans,  if  the  colony  would  not  take 
them  into  its  bosom.  It  would  be  better  to 
send  them  elsewhere  at  the  public  expense. 

Look  at  tlie  possible  consequences.  Suppose 
^>ain,  in  hor  wisdom,  should  demand  satiafao- 
tton,  and  payment  of  her  slaves.  She  has  the 
riglit.  Can  we  say  this  was  the  act  of  the 
colony,  when  she  can  reply,  it  was  committed 
nndcr  the  sanction  of  the  fiag  of  the  United 
States  ?  Spain  will  not  enforce  her  chum  on 
Vs ;  but  she  may  go  and  take  vengeance  on  the 
colony.  Menaced  by  war,  the  colony  cannot 
Hipport  itself!  The  28  Africans,  and  the  180 
Bicn  to  be  sent,  will  peri^  or  be  again  oap- 
tond.  If  they  are  sold,  and  carried  into  alav- 
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ery,  on  whose  head  will  be  the  responsibility  ? 
Kot  on  the  head  of  Congress.  We  have  done 
nothing  to  legislate  them  into  this  utuation. 
We  are  not  nnder  any  otdigation  to  stretch  out 
our  hand  to  prevent  these  conseqaences.  We 
will  do  nothing  to  punish  those  who  repel  the 
aggressions,  and  to  retaliate  on  them  the  out- 
rages which  they  have  practised  upoa  others. 
Tm  oamide  has  been  set  by  the  colonists; 
can  they  complain  if  the  example  be  retorted 
on  them  ?  we  have  thrown  away  the  Bible, 
and  tak«t  the  sword ,  thrown  aside  persuasion, 
and  adopted  force ;  and  onr  colonists  most  be 
prepared  for  oH  the  consequences  of  the  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  Cook  would  not  go  into  a  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  in  all  his  range  of 
remarks,  which  were  as  much  unlocked  for  bj 
the  House  as  by  him.  We  are  cidled  on  to 
make  an  appropriation,  nnder  an  existing  law, 
to  carry  that  law  into  effect.  He  reminded  tha 
committee  that  the  United  States  had  de- 
termined to  set  her  face,  and  array  her  moral 
and  physical  power  against  slavery.  In  fulfil- 
ment of  the  powers  confided  to  the  President, 
and  under  his  constraotion  of  the  act  giving 
authority,  ho  had  sent  out  armed  ships.  The 
act  authorizes  the  President  to  transport  out 
of  the  United  States  all  blocks,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  to  place  them  under  an  agent, 
and  to  make  such  rules  as  he  may  tliink  best 
for  that  purpose.  Language  could  not  be 
plainer  nor  stronger  than  the  language  of  the 
act.  In  fulfilment  of  tho  provisions  of  this  act^ 
the  President,  in  1619,  informed  the  House 
what  he  had  done.  An  appropriation  of 
100,000  ddlars  was  nude.  Thu  had  been  ez- 
hansted.  The  power  by  which  this  act  waa 
passed,  is  founded  on  the  olanse  of  the  con- 
stitation  which  refers  to  the  nugration  a£  sach 
persons.  We  have  authority  to  restore  than 
to  thett  native  land ;  and  now  the  gentleman 
from  Geori^a  rises  to  oppose  an  appropriation, 
in  an  approp|iation  bill,  to  carry  into  effect  an 
existing  law.  Ho  has  been  pleased  to  present 
to  OS  a  long  history  of  the  difBculUes  which 
this  colony  has  encountered,  and  which,  it 
true,  could  not  affect  tho  present  qnestaon. 

Mr.  Mkeobr  did  expect  that  some  remarks 
would  be  made  on  this  subject  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  but  he  tiiooght  they  would 
have  been  made  on  his  rest^ution,  which  he 
thon^t  was  still  on  the  table,  or  on  some  other 
fit  occasion,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  at  the  close  of  a  fatiguing  day's  busi- 
ness. The  appropriation  is  asked  for  by  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  the  committee  has 
already  ont  flown  the  appropriation  lower  than 
he  had  expected.  But  ne  did  not,  above  all,  ex- 
pect that  the  gentleman  would  have  given  the 
distorted  and  disocdored  picture,  which  had 
placed  htm  in  a  sitnation  in  which  he  was 
scarcely  fit  to  answer.  He  did  not  expect  to 
hear  thnt  the  soil  had  been  aoanired  by  decep- 
tion. He  did  not  expect  to  near  the  colony 
had  beeu  settled     nod,  and  Bv^ported  bf 
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fbroe  of  a  lawless  character.  He  would  ea- 
desTor  to  do  all  the  Jnstiee  in  hifl  power  to  the 
Bubject  In  all  human  efforts,  we  find  imper- 
fection in  every  step ;  tlie  exerdee  of  our  will 
is  frequently  bnt  uie  dioice  of  evils.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  slave  traffic!  Whose 
voice  was  first  raised,  in  this  Hoose,  against  it) 
The  act  of  1807  provided  that  the  African  taken 
should  be  placed  in  the  States  into  which  they 
were  taken,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
State  Legislatnres.  It  was  called  an  act  to  pro- 
hibit tlie  trade  \  bat  its  effect  was  merely  to 
ehange  it  from  a  private  to  a  public  trade.  The 
State  of  Georgia  passed  a  law  to  sell.  The 
State  of  Georma,  hearing  of  the  existence  of  a 
Colonization  Society,  recognized  it  in  the  law, 
and  provided  that  any  slaves,  abont  to  be  so  sold, 
dbotud  be  given  over  to  the  Society,  on  the 
wqrnient  of  the  expenses.  The  agent  who  went 
to  announce  to  these  Afidoans  that  they  should 
letom  home,  expn^enced  the  most  perfect 
pleasure  ever  enjoyed;  these  unhappy  oeings 
nnng  around  him,  and  he  eqjoyed  Uie  pnrest  of 
human  satisfaction.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
they  should  be  taught  the  pains  of  slavery  here, 
to  induce  the  wish  to  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try. Gondenmed  to  die,  do  they  not  kiss  the 
liuter,  because  they  think  it  will  convey  them 
to  their  native  land.  He  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  man  within  the  sound  of  bis  voice, 
who  would  abridge  the  few  enjoyments  of  this 
race.  We  have  naturalized  all  others;  bnt 
have  never  naturaUzed  a  blac^ ;  and  if  snch  a 
proportion  was  made  in  this  House,  it  would 
be  received  with  fedmgs  very  different  Itota 
his  at  this  moment.  We  have  broaght  them 
here ;  here  it  is  tlieir  interest  that  they  should 
be  brought  If  we  believe  that  the  sins  of  the 
father  were  visited  on  the  children  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generation,  if  we  sincerely  repent  of 
this  evil,  let  us  eradicate  it.  He  bad  a  list  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  vessels,  which 
carried  on  this  traffic  all  along  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica. What  American  enterpriiy  and  capital 
is  engaged  in  this  traffic,  he  knew  not.  It  was 
carried  on  with  an  art  wMch  puzzled  the  most 
able  judges  to  develop.  We  know  that  this 
trade  has  been  carried  on  on  American  account. 

][r.  HAWLTOir  said  he  was  admcadshed,  by 
tiie  lateness  of  the  hour,  not  to  do  more  uian 
to  explain  an  amendment  which  he  meant  to 
offer,  out  which  it  was  not  now  in  order  to 
offer.  He  wished  we  should  act  in  good  faith 
to  the  Africans,  bnt  should  not  go  beyond  it. 
He  thought  this  would  meet  all  the  Govern- 
ment is  Dound  to  do.  We  are  not  bound  to. 
support  these  Africans,  after  we  have  trans- 
ported them  to  their  native  land.  He  thought 
this  would  be  the  first  step  towards  the  decli- 
nation of  a  compulsory  co-partnership,  which 
has  oonunenced  in  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
serious  fraud,  although  the  motives  were  no 
doubt  good.   But  it  was  sc«nething  like  the 

Ct  ccmtaitioa  in  Ghiistendom  which  was 
d  in  the  days  <^  bnaticism.  He  did  not 
wish  to  ^vent  the  co-operators  iuthis  scheme 
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from  following  their  own  prqfect.  He  would 
not  qnarrd  with  them  on  uat  point.  Bat  be 
was  derarons  tbat  we  should  keep  in  view  fbe 
meaning  of  the  act ;  and  not  sui^KMe,  that,  1^ 
merely  sending  these  Africans  to  Cape  Hcen* 
rado,  a  mere  port,  we  are  fulfilling  its  ob- 
ject He  bad  wished  to  submit  a  proportion 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  aid  of  Great  Britain 
to  send  t^ese  persons  to  Sierra  Leone.  At 
present  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollats 
nave  been  expended  under  this  act,  and  only  two 
of  these  individuals  have  kissed  their  native 
hearths. 

Mr.  SlbnoxB  sdd,  part  of  this  bad  been  ex- 
pended in  the  keeping  of  the  slaves  in  Geoi^pa. 

Mr.  Hahilton  said  he  did  not  indnde  the 
sum  appropriated  at  tbe  last  session.  If  we  do  i 
not  chuige  our  policy  in  this  respect,  we  shall  | 
find  that  we  have  jduted  a  tronUeBome  gorad  i 
on  the  shore  <tf  Amea,  which  it  wiU  oost  mocb 
gunpowder,  and  mndt  of  oor  enogy,  to  aim- 
port.  He  beUeved  that  the  qnesl^  of  a» 
poww  of  Congress  to  ad<^  a  qrstem  of  odo- 
nies  would  be  involved  in  this  subject.  At 
soon  as  the  great  Impediment  in  the  avenne  of 
resolutions,  the  great  mountain  slide  wBdt 
stopped  op  the  way,  he-meant  the  resolution  ot 
bis  friend  from  North  Carolina,  should  be  dis- 
posed of^  he  would  offer  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject, requesting  tiie  President  to  adopt  a  conrse 
which  he  would  point  out,  and  he  would  tfaea 
leave  the  colmiy  to  act  for  itself.  Mr.  Ashmua 
had  been  called  a  "mUitaty  chieft;^^  He 
was  ^ad  to  find  this  Government  patraninng 
mOitai^  chi^tidns.  But  if  another  militair 
chieftain  should  come  into  power,  he  wooU 
give  a  lesson  to  this  military  chieftain  in  At- 
rica  as  to  his  precise  duties,  and  bis  privilege 
to  declare  war  and  peace.  This  hero  wants 
fifty  dollars  a  head,  and,  while  demanding  it, 
he  has  a  law  in  his  pocket,  which  it  requires 
no  Justinian  to  explam,  prohibiting  such  a  con- 
duct. Yet  on  this  man  his  friend  ftvm  '^r- 
ginia  pronoonces  a  high  euloginm.  Hr.  Ash- 
mnn  defeated  the  object  of  the  Government  in 
a  particular  point  He  brings  back  these  re- 
captured Africans  to  hard  labor,  instead  of  send- 
ing them  hrane ;  and  when  tbey  attesnpt  to  go 
hone^  tbi^  are  pursued  as  deewten.  Hum- 
tention  ct  the  Qorennnent  Is  debated  by  tUs 
individual  The  genfleman  had  add  this  man 
displayed  talents  worthy  of  the  ftvnder  of  an 
empire.  For  that  veiy  reason  we  do  not  wmt 
him  there,  where  ha  chooses  to  t^e  faito  his 
own  hand  tbe  right  of  making  war  and  pesos. 

He  oondnded  with  stating  that  he  should  of- 
fer his  amendment  as  soon  as  it  would  be  in 
order ;  and  would  follow  up  this  with  a  reatte- 
tion  calling  on  the  President  to  give  informa- 
tion, from  which  it  would  be  seen  whetbw  U 
be  proper  to  keep  up  this  society. 

Hr.WBUfssaid:  the  committee  would  remem- 
ber that,  at  an  early  stage  of  this  session,  before 
the  Bobjoct  had  been  offered,  or  perhaps  thoi^ 
of^  in  any  other  quarter,  he  bad  req>ectft^, 
althon^  imsaoeearfMly,  iMen^ted  to  draw  ths 
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attention  of  Congress  to  a  sabjeot  very  dosdy 
connected  with,  and  intended,  had  it  snooeed- 
ed,  aa  a  sabetitate  for  the  present  sideway  ap- 
propriation, (as  it  had  been  styled,)  be  had 
asked  to  raise  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
leport  how  fiur  it  would  be  oqieaient  to  go  in 
aid  of  the  traoqwrtation  ct  such  free  people  of 
color  as  misbt  wish  to  go  to  liberia,  or  to  other 
parts  of  AiVioa,  the  land  of  their  &ther&  wher& 
under  providence,  they  might  not  only  afford 
tom^y  oat  efficient  aid  to  save  this  little  colony 
of  their  brethren,  bat  might  also  find  cause 
to  rejoice,  even  in  their  day,  from  beholding 
around  Hbtam  the  comforts  of  civilization,  and 
the  blessings  of  li^ht  and  life  diffused  through 
their  instrumentality.   And  here  be  asked  tibe 
committee^  whether  thus  colonizing  the  whole 
coast  of  Africa  would  not  be  more  flkely  to  pat 
a  stop  to  the  dave  trade  than  the  plan  now 
adopted,  or  any  other  that  could  be  devised ; 
attended,  too^  as  it  would  be,  with  the  least 
pinuble  expenditure  of  blood  or  treasure,  and, 
at  the  sama  time,  would  be  rdleving  us  from 
an  evil  growing  out  of  an  lntennin{^ng  of  a 
fr«e  black  and  sUve  ix^HilaHon,  nowhere  de- 
rirable,  everywhere  cafamitoasL   He  would  also 
embraoeti^  opportunity  <rf  reminding  an  hon- 
oraUe  member  of  the  House,  who,  when  he 
had,  on  one  occasion,  respectfully  called  for  a 
consideration  of  a  certain  resolution,  demanded 
a  division ;  that  he  envied  him  not  for  his  dis- 
position ;  that  where  he  intended  a  mortifica- 
tion, by  showing  that  he  stood  alone,  he  had 
given  him  reason  to  rejoice,  because  it  most 
cieaiiy  evinced,  wliat  would  at  all  times  delight 
Ids  heart  to  know,  viz :  that  he  had  not  only 
mffident  strength  <^red  him,  but  that  he  was 
wD^g  to  use  It  in  the  oonscimtious  cUscbarge 
<tf  his  duty,  however  unsupported  he  might  find 
himself  by  others.   He  rejoiced  to  be  able,  as 
he  was  bold  here  to  declare,  that  the  greatest 
■hare  of  happiness  he  experienced  was  derived 
from  those  few  facts  of  willing  obedience  to  the 
directi<His  of  that  spirit,  ever  victorious  with 
him,  who  shall  look  with  honest  sincerity  with- 
in bis  own  breast,  for  a  true  and  fnithfiu  mon- 
iUx.   He  had  last  year  refused  to  vote  for  the 
re-^ipropriation  of  tiie  unexpected  balance  of 
the  <Higiiial  $150,000  that  had  been  voted  for 
tlus  object,  because  he,  like  the  gendeman  from 
Georgia,  was  then  under  a  mistaken  opinion. 
Thatbonorable  member  had,  however,  removed, 
hj  his  argnmentst  this  day  oSbred  the  House, 
every  reouiiuing  doubt  on  Us  mind,  and  he 
was  now  satisfied  he  ought  to  vote  for  the  ojp- 
prt^riation  called  for.   And  why?  Because 
this  colony  at  liberia — ^this  little  bandM  of 
men  (three  or  four  hundred  only)— had  so  eon- 
ducted  themselves  by  the  authority  and  advice 
of  those  accredited  agents  of  this  Government, 
no  matter  wheUier  justifiably  or  ui^UBtifiBblr 
offered,  that  they  bad  become  endangered, 
hourly  enduigered,  from  the  joint  efforts  of 
the  natives,  and  the  merciless  slave  traders; 
and  that  their  only  protectitm  rested  on  the 
HUH,  ammimUioDs,  and  rations  thus  pledged 


[H.  or  B. 

and  hwetofore  afforded  them.  "What  is  then  to 
l>e  done,  sir  f  Are  w&  after  having  been,  bow- 
ever  unintentionally,  tne  instrument  in  thus  in- 
volving than,  at  once  to  out  off  their  only 
chance  of  escape,  and  thereby  become  their 
murderers,  by  leaving  than  thus  rituated,  to 
meet  Inevitaue  destrwrtion,  rather  than  gnnt 
the  pittance  asked  for?  He  trusted  not:  at 
least,  he  would  dear  his  own  skirts  of  their 
blood :  and,  thereby,  discha^  a  duty  he  owed 
to  God  and  hunanitijr,  by  voting  for  the  ^>pro- 
priaUon. 

Ur.  Khbmbb  s^d,  there  was  certainly  a  time 
for  all  things ;  a  time  to  speak,  and  a  time  to 
be  silent.  He  had  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise,  and  take  the  bill  into  the  House.  Now, 
as  he  found  his  motion  for  the  ridng  (Mf  the 
committee  was  not  carried,  he  h(^>ed  the  com- 
mittee would  excuse  him  if  he  sidd  a  few 
words.  He  did  not  think  that  the  law  should 
be  ft  eaaetion  for  this  i^mmiaticHi,  any  mora 
t3uHi  that  a  wrong,  oomnfltted  many  yean  uo, 
derived  sanctity  from  age.  B»  Uwught  Si. 
Ashman  had  about  as  much  purity  oi  motive  as 
the  reformer  who  went  to  South  America  to 
teach  reli^on,  with  a  bible  in  one  hand,  and 
a  sword  in  the  other.  He  had  once  thought 
there  was  disinterestedness  in  great  men ;  but 
experience  bad  tanght  him  that  this  was  a  mere 
dream  of  foncy.  David,  the  pious,  tender- 
hearted little  David,  sent  his  captains  to  the 
war,  while  he  stud  at  home  with  Bathsheba; 
and  ordered  Joab  to  place  Uriah  in  the  front  of 
the  battle,  and  not  to  let  him  return  alive.  He 
looked  at  the  rituation  of  these  Africans  in  their 
own  country,  as  well  as  in  this  country.  We 
sqr  we  are  au  the  duldrenof  one  e<nDnunipar* 
en^  that  we  meet  at  tiie  c(nnmmii<«  tabl& 
and  are  fit  to  go  t(wether  Into  the  presence  of 
God;  bnt  will  we  allow  them  to  meet  US  in  our 
own  parlors?  Ko;  that  is  another  thing.  He 
referred  to  the  coarse  which  had  been  taken  on 
the  resolution  of  Ur.  Sahndbbs.  It  was  a  sim- 
ple question,  and  might  have  been  plunly  an- 
swered. We  were  told  in  this  discussion  that 
the  freedom  of  deb^  had  never  been  assdled. 

Batchdat,  February  34. 
Maekerd  Fiihery, 
Ifr.  ToKLiNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  iha  following  bill : 

"A  BILL  to  aothorixe  the  licetuing  of  ships  and 
vcsseU  to  be  emidoyed  in  the  mackerel  fishery. 

"Beit  enacted,  That,  from  and  aftet  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Collector  of  the  District  to  wbtch  any  ship  or  ves* 
ael  may  belong,  on  an  apidicatiOD  for  that  purpose, 
by  the  master  or  owner  thereof^  to  grant  a  license 
for  earning  ra  the  mackerel  finery,  to  such  ship  or 
vessel,  in  Om  form  prescribed  in  the  act,  entitled 
■  An  act  for  enrolling  and  liceoBing  sUps  or  vobscIs 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries 
and  for  regolaiing  the  same?  Provided,  That  all 
the  proritdODB  of  said  act,  respecting  the  ticendng 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  the  coasting  trade  and  Ssb- 
ffias,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  spplieaUe  to 
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licenflcn,  and  to  vesBela  licensed  for  canTing  od  the 
mackerel  fishery." 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  briefly  explwned  the  natore  of 
the  bill.  By  the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  licenses 
were  granted  for  vessels  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ina  trade  and  cod  fishing,  and,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  bounty  allowed  on  that  fishery,  the 
clahnanta  are  required  to  make  oath,  that  they 
woald  not  be  encaged,  except  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  cod  finery.  Since  the  passage  of 
thU  law,  b  fishery  for  mackerel  has  aiiaen,  and 
was  fast  becoming  a  valuable  branch  of  trade ; 
but  those  engaged  in  it  were  deprived  of  the 
bounty  by  the  terms  of  the  oath.  This  state 
of  tiliings  had  been  represented  by  about  sev- 
enty respectable  petitioners  who  prayed  that 
the  terms  of  the  oath  might  be  so  altered  as  to 
cover  the  mackerel  as  well  as  the  cod  fishery. 
The  scruples  of  these  persons  ought  to  be  re- 
spected and  relieved.  If  the  law  was  suffered 
to  remain  as  it  now  stood,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  that  frauds  would  be  committed, 
and  that  vessels  engaged  In  the  mackerel  trade 
would,  by  indirect  means,  obtain  the  bounty 
given  by  uw  to  those  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  &ird  reading 
onUondsy. 

MoNDAT,  February  26. 
Claim*  under  the  Florida  Treaty. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  ttie  Whole,  Mr.  Findlat,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  **  making  provii^on  for  the 
settlement  of  sundry  ddms  under  the  Florida 
Treaty." 

(This  bill  involTes  the  important  olafan  of 
Mr.  Mbadr,  and  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  direct  the  Third  Auditor  to 
examine  and  liquidate  all  such  dums,  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  as  were  re- 
jected by  the  Board  of  Oommisrioners  for  want 
<^  the  documentary  evidence  which  the  Span- 
Qovemment  was  bonnd  to  fhrnish,  and 
which  had  been  demanded  by  tlie  United 
States,  but  not  received  before  the  6th  June, 
1624.  That  the  Third  Auditor  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  the  rules  of  ezaminataon  and  liquida- 
tion established  by  said  Board ;  and  that  of  the 
cJairas  which  he  shall  actiudge  to  be  valid,  there 
shall  be  pidd  firom  the  Trounnr  the  same  pro- 
pOTtionate  amount  as  was  paid  <m  the  cluma 
Allowed  by  said  Board.  Tbe  bin  also  proTides 
toe  the  compensation  of  the  TUrd  Aiuitor  for 
the  services  required.) 

The  report  of  the  comndttee  upon  the  satgect 
was  read,  when — 

Mr.  FoBSTTii  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  laaxe  the  liquidation  of  these  claims  to  "  any 
three  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,"  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  "  the  Third  Aoditor." 

The  amendmeDt  having  been  read — 

Mr.  F.  observed,  tiiat  tiie  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  waa  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those 
penons  who  had  claims  npui  the  Spanish  Gov- 


emment,  which  had  been  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  but  who  had 
been  precluded,  by  want  of  time,  from  present- 
ing them  to  the  Board  of  CommisBi oners  vb- 
der  the  Spanish  Treaty  to  try  the  validity  of 
those  cli^ms.  The  Select  Committee  which  had 
been  uipointed  m.  tiiis  subject,  bad  satSsfied 
themselves  that  the  ddms  of  the  persons  lumwd 
in  the  bill  never  had  a  f^r  and  adec^ate  exam- 
ination, and  that  tiiis  was  not  onmg  to  any 
fault  or  neglect  of  theirs,  but  to  cirenrastanoes 
over  which  they  had  no  craitrol.  The  Com- 
missioners who  were  appointed  nnder  the 
treaty  for  the  cession  of  Florida,  had  applied 
to  the  Spanish  Government  for  copies  of  the 
papers  required  by  the  claimants,  as  evidence 
m  suppwrt  of  their  claims,  and  correspondent  in- 
structions had  been  given  by  the  Amertcaa 
Government,  to  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
Spain,  to  obtain  them ;  but,  owing  to  tiie  va- 
settled  state  of  the  country,  our  Minister  had 
been  deprived  of  all  (^portnnity  to  make  tie 
demand,  until  the  three  years  limited  by  the 
treaty  for  the  establishment  of  sach  claims  bad 
so  nearly  expired  that  there  was  no  time  left 
for  their  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missiouers.  The  causes  which  had  thus  de- 
tained our  Minister  were  of  public  notoriety. 
The  Government  had  been  driven  before  the 
French  armies  fVom  Madrid  to  Seville,  and  from 
Seville  to  Cadiz,  and  he  had  been  prevented  by 
the  blockade  from  landing  at  the  latter  plaM 
till  what  was  called  in  Spain  the  connter-revo- 
lution  had  taken  place,  and  this  event  did  not 
happen  till  near  the  close  of  the  last  year  al- 
lowed by  the  treaty  for  the  establishment  vi 
American  ohdms.  Hence  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  these  cMms  had  never  been  submitted 
to  any  tribunid.  All  that  was  intended  by  the 
bill  was  to  provide  such  a  tribunal  for  their 
examination,  in  order  that  the  clwnuints  might 
have  Judgment  in  their  cau»&  He  had  pro- 
posed the  amendment  with  a  view  to  greater 
security,  believing  it  more  proper  that  de- 
mands of  such  magnitude  should  be  paired  up- 
on by  a  court  consisting  of  more  than  one 
Judge. 

Mr.  OiifBRELXNo  rose  to  put  a  tingle  ques- 
tion to  the  honorable  gentieman  from  GeoT|fia. 
It  was,  whether  his  oqect  was  not  to  re-organ- 
ize a  Board  <^  CommisdmKrs  to  exanune  ^ao- 
Ub  cUmsl 

Mr.  FoBsnn  s^d,  in  reply,  that  his  direct 
was  to  create  a  tribunal  for  sndi  daims  only  as 
arose  in  consequence  of  a  non-fulfilment  of  the 
treaty  with  Spun  in  1819.  An  article  in  that 
treaty  limits  the  duration  of  the  Commission  for 
deciding  on  claims  by  American  citizens,  against 
the  Spanish  Government,  to  three  years,  and 
provides  for  the  furnishing  of  copies  of  m  of- 
ficial papers  in  the  pos&esaion  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  when  requisite  to  the  establishment 
of  those  clums.  In  some  cases  it  is  a  questtoo, 
whether  the  failure  to  establish  claims  is  not  at* 
tributable  to  the  neglect  d  the  Goveniment  of 
Spain;  but  in  that  of  Meade  it  ww  pan<y  • 
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misfortane,  in  which  no  culpability  attaches  to 
any  ono ;  clrcamstaooes,  over  whiim  neither  the 
clainumt,  t!io  Government  of  Spain,  not  that  of 
the  United  States  had  any  control,  having  pre- 
vented  tho  estahlishment  of  the  claim  within 
the  allotted  time. 

Hr.  WiccuFFB  thought  that  the  Honse 
ought  not  thus,  at  tlie  heel  of  a  session,  to  be 
called  on  to  legislate  npon  this  class  of  claims. 
For  his  part,  be  was  not  in  possession  of  a  aof- 
ficiently  accorate  luiowledge  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  claims  referred  to,  nor  conld  he 
jadxe  how  far  the  Government  might  become 
liable  by  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  for  anght  that 
appeared,  it  might  be  to  an  immense  amount ; 
the  extent  of  it  was,  it  seemed,  to  be  left  to  a 
fm^ign  Govermnent  to  determine.   The  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country  had  undertaken,  in 
the  Florida  treaty,  to  satisfy  claims  of  United 
States  citizens  against  Spain,  to  the  amount  of 
five  millions  of  dollars,  on  condition  that  Flor- 
ida  should  be  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and 
a  board  of  Commissioners  hod  been  established  i 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  passing  on 
the  Tsliuity  of  those  clums.  They  had  per* 
formed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  dis- 
tributed the  wh^  of  the  five  millions  among 
TBrioas  American  claimants.  That  ttxaA  was 
wholly  exhausted.   One  chum  is  now  presented 
to  the  omoant,  as  he  understood,  of  upwards 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  othera 
are  included  in  the  bill,  to  what  amount  he 
was  at  a  loss  even  to  coniectnre.   Of  one  fact, 
however,  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  that 
was,  that  many  claims  had  been  passed  by  that 
Board,  which,  had  they  been  judged  of  by  their 
merits  alone,  must  have  been  promptly  r^ectod. 
But  the  Commissioners  were  bound  by  the  let- 
ter of  the  treaty,  and  had  considered  them- 
aelTes  ctMnpdled  to  pass  them.  Nov,  said  Mr. 
yf.t  it  seems,  a  new  Board  is  to  be  created,  to 
ewtsist  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  and  this 
new  Board  is  to  dedde  these  clums  upon  evi- 
dMioe  derived  from  the  Spanish  GovomraenL 
But  that  Government  is  not  liable  for  the  ac- 
curacy with  which  this  evidence  is  to  be  far- 
nished ;  they  have  no  interest  in  presenting  it 
in  a  fair  and  equitable  manner.   All  they  will 
I«t)bably  da  will  be  to  furnish  such  evidence 
as  is  called  for  by  the  claimant,  and  no  more. 
The  decLsicm  will,  therefore,  be  made  virtually 
<m  dr  parte  evidence.  He  thought  these  reasons, 
(^themselves,  conclusive  why  the  House  should 
Hot  now  provide  for  paying  claims  on  such  an 
award.  He  would,  therefore  move  that  the 
committee  diould  rise.  He  had  not  expected 
that  the  House  was  to  be  deli^ied,  at  this  late 
hour  <^  the  seasion,  with  old  claims  that  had 
been  once  r^ected.   He  moved,  accordingly, 
that  the  ctHnmittee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Dwionr  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  withdraw  his  motion  fbr  a  few  mo- 
ments ;  to  which  Mr.  Wtouftb  consented,  un- 
derstanding it  to  be  <m  thectwdition  that,  when 
Ut.  Dwmbt  had  concluded  his  remarks,  he 
vooli  aoake  »  dmOar  waiaaa. 


[H.or  B. 

Mr.  DwioHT  then  observed  that  tliis  cl^m 
was  of  a  sacred  character ;  it  was  one  of  those 
which  the  Spanish  Government  had  stipulated 
should  be  paid  by  that  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  allowance  of  tt  would  not  open  a  door 
to  controversy  with  a  foreign  nation,  as  might 
bo  objected  against  similar  claims  on  the  French 
Government  By  our  treaty  with  Spain  wo 
obtained  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  which  were 
WOTth,  already,  five  times  the  amount  of  all 
our  cldms  on  that  Government.  Gentlemen 
need  not,  therefore,  be  alarmed  at  the  amonnt 
involved  in  the  present  bilL  The  amonnt  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  the  daim. 
If  the  clum  was  just  in  principle,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  able  to  pay  it,  the  amoimt  would 
form  no  valid  otyection,  were  it  ten  times  aa 
great  The  claim  had  not  been  adjudicated 
by  the  commission  of  1821,  only  because  the 
proofs  conld  not  bo  produced  in  time,  though 
they  had  been  seasonably  applied  for.  The 
gentleman  hod  spoken  with  dread  of  the  num- 
ber and  amount  of  other  clums  in  the  bill,  be- 
sides that  of  Mr.  Meade.  He  would,  in  reply, 
read  to  the  House  a  written  statement  of  the 
whole  of  them ;  they  amounted  to  but  five  in 
all,  and  were  of  no  great  amount 
JHere  Mr.  D.  read  the  statement  referred  to.] 
The  elum  of  Meade,  whatever  might  be  its 
amount,  was  indisputably  included  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  cession.  A  questicm, 
as  would  be  remembered,  had  arisen  in  relation 
to  that  cession,  viz:  whether  it  would  be  recc^- 
nized,  or  not,  by  the  Cortes  1  The  ftentteman 
who  is  now  Churman  of  the  Select  Committee 
,  (Mr.  FoBSTTn)  was  at  that  time  onr  Minister  to 
the  Coart  of  Spiun ;  and  he  bad  been  personal- 
ly told  by  several  of  the  influential  members 
of  the  Cortes,  who  called  upon  him,  that  Uie 
recogniti<m  of  the  cession  would  dqxmd  on  the 
payment  of  these  cliums  by  tiie  American  Gor- 
emment.  The  cession  was  recognized  as  well 
by  the  Cortes  as  by  the  subsequent  Government ; 
and  the  claim  before  the  House  had,  therefore, 
a  sacred  character,  making  its  appeal,  in  a  for- 
cible manner,  to  the  national  faith.  It  wotdd, 
doubtless,  have  been  passed  by  the  Oommisston- 
ers,  had  Uie  evidence  applied  for  been  received 
from  Spain,  in  time  to  examine  and  to  act  upon 
it  The  applicaticm  for  it  was  made  fourteen 
months  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the 
claim.  It  was  demanded  from  Spain  by  the 
American  Government,  and  would  have  been 

Srocured  and  presented  in  time,  had  not  Mr. 
Telson,  our  Mmister,  who  went  out  as  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Forqrth,  been  prevented  from  pre- 
senting himself  to  the  Spanish  Govemment  by 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  The  commission.  It 
would  bo  particularly  noticed,  eat  long  enoo^ 
to  have  received  and  passed  npon  the  Spanish 
evidence,  bod  the  demand  been  made  when  Mr. 
Nelson  first  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Spain ;  bnt 
his  being  prevented  from  landing  by  the  French 
blockading  force,  occasioned  the  delay  which 
has  proved  ruinous  to  this  claimant  The  oom- 
mianon  closed  widwat  allowing  his  daim;  bnt 
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it  oneht  not,  therefore,  to  be  said,  that  the 
daimliad  been  rejected  hy  the  Commissioaers ; 
for  thej  never  examined  ue  proofs  on  which  it 
rested.  We  have,  in  the  meanwhile,  obtained 
the  Floridaa,  and  twenty  millions  would  this 
day  be  too  small  a  price  for  them.  Were  the 
United  States  to  pay  three,  fonr,  or  five  hun- 
dred thoosaDd  dollan  to  these  d^mants,  they 
would  still  be  vast  goners  by  the  ba^D.  As 
to  the  tribonal  before  whom  the  prooft  were 
proposed  to  be  l^d,  it  was  notorious  to  all  men 
that  no  oflBcers  were  more  keen-sighted,  rigid, 
and  scrupulooa,  than  the  officers  the  Treas- 
ury—they  have  even  been  censored  for  the 
rigor  with  whicb  they  Judged  of  all  claims 
that  came  before  them.  We  nave,  he  repeated, 
received  th^  compensation  from  Spain,  for  al- 
lowing  and  paying  these  cl^ms  of  our  own 
citizens ;  and  if  the  House  dared  to  refuse  the 
Just  demand  of  an  American  citizen  in  such  cir- 
enmstances,  he  would  only  say  they  dared  to 
do  flagrant  injustice.  Here  were  services  of 
a  very  important  chamoter,  rendered  by  one  of 
our  dtizens  to  Spidn,  and  that  under  drcnm- 
ataoees  tiie  most  trying  that  oonld  be  imaged; 
for  this  claimant  bad  been  two  years  m  the 
most  odious  and  irksome  oonfinement  in  a 
Spanish  dungeon.  If  his  Government  could 
reftise  to  compensate  him,  they  would  be  less 
just  than  that  of  Sp«n;  for  she  acknowledged 
the  debt,  and  would  have  pud  it,  had  we  not 
assumed  the  obligation.  He  was  persuaded 
that  this  imputation  could  never  be  deliberately 
incurred  by  an  American  Congress. 

Mr.  WicEUFFE  now  add,  that  the  more  he 
heard  of  this  clum,  the  more  he  was  confirmed 
in  the  correctness  of  his  former  opinion  respect- 
ing it  How  many  gentlemen,  <^  all  those  pres- 
ent, had  lodted  into  the  documents  aeoompany- 
ing  this  daimt  Were  gentlem«i  aatisfiea  that 
it  ever  ought  to  have  been  paid  under  the  Blor- 
ida  Treaty,  or  was  covered  by  Its  provisions! 
Were  they  prepared  to  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  liable  to  make  good  the  clfdms  of  its  cit- 
izens on  Spain  out  of  other  funds  beddes  the 
five  millions  pledged  by  the  treaty  ?  And  if 
the  bill  passes  this  House,  is  there  the  least 
probability  that  it  will  pass  the  other  brandi 
of  the  National  L^slature?  Is  it  right,  at  so 
late  a  period  as  this,  with  such  a  mass  of  mat- 
ter pressing  for  the  attention  of  the  Hoase,  to 
attempt  to  settle  a  principle  of  so  mnch  im- 
portance? Ab  to  the  equity  of  the  dium,  de- 
rived from  the  value  the  Florida  purchase, 
he  thought  there  was  nrj  little  weight  in  that 
argoment ;  for  he  was  indined  to  think  the 
Government  had  been  worsted  in  the  negotia- 
tion. They  had  pud  five  millions  in  dnuns — 
and  when  to  this  slionld  be  added  the  expense 
of  surveying,  he  bdieved  that  it  would  turn 
out  that  we  had  got  but  a  sorry  baigdn. 

Ur.  W.  now  renewed  his  motiwi  that  the 
CMumittee  rise. 

The  motion  prevuled — ayes  83,  noes  66. 

And  the  committee  having  risen,  and  asked 
leave  to  dt  agdn,  leave  waa  r«Aued. 


[FsBKDABY,  lasr. 

The  hill  having  been  reported,  together  with 
Vr.  FoRSTTH^s  amendment,  to  the  House, 

Hr.  WcBTs  said  that  it  would  be  impoaaUa 
to  do  Justice  to  the  discussion  of  the  hill,  with- 
out luving  some  reference  to  the  ai^ameat 
which  had  been  adduced,  while  it  was  in  com- 
mittee; and  thoueh  thi&  he  knew,  was  not 
stridJy  r^nlar,  he  ncwed  it  would  be  permitted 
by  the  Ghair  from  tbe  nmnderatiim  he  had 
mentioned.  The  argnm«it  of  the  genttomaa 
tnm  Kentucky  came-  too  late ;  the  e^Taknt 
for  theee  cMms  had  already  been  recaved,  and 
it  was  too  much  to  say  that  an  American  cit- 
izen was  to  be  consigned  to  irretrieTable  ruin, 
while  the  country  had  received,  and  was  enjoy- 
ing, a  benefit  ceded  to  it  on  the  expresa  etmu- 
tion  that  Spidn's  debt  to  him  should  be  paid  by 
his  own  Government 

The  gentleman  had  home  a  very  conspicuous 
part,  in  a  late  debate,  about  the  paltry  sum  of 
120,000.  Now,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  bold  I 
up  his  bauds  against  the  gentieman^s  consuming  { 
so  mudi  of  the  time  of  the  House  on  socih  a 
matter  as  that,  and  r^nse  to  give  an  hour  to  a 
cXtam  like  the  present,  soaaored  in  its  eharaeter, 
so  large  in  its  amount  and  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  one  of  our  own  citizens.  The  gentle- 
man asks,  who  has  read  the  documenta  in  this 
case  f  .^id  is  a  Just  ddm  to  be  rejected  be- 
cause gentiemen  have  not  read  the  docnmentsF 
Why  have  they  not  read  them!  The  docu- 
ments have  long  been  printed  and  laid  on  the 
gentlemen's  tables.  When  is  the  time  to  come 
when  they  will  choose  to  read  them  I  Are  they 
to  defer  it  till  the  dumant  is  in  his  grave  and 
his  children  come  here  and  find  us  gray  head- 
ed !  When  the  treaty  was  negotiated  by  whidi 
this  country  has  acquired  the  Floridaa,  tUs 
gentleman  was  a  merchant  under  the  j^imiih 
Government.  He  had  aelito  <m  thatGovMii- 
meiitwhidiisaeknowledgedtobeJuBt;  itwaf 
not  for  spoliatioDa,  but  for  matters  of  oonfavd 
When  tfie  treaty  was  conduded  the  United 
Statee  agreed  to  exonerate  Spain  from  aH  obli- 
gation to  pay  this  and  other  ddms  tii  our  citi- 
zens against  her;  bat  Mr.  Meade,  instead  of 
avidling  himself  of  this  provinon,  petitioned, 
on  the  contary,  that  he  might  not  be  conndered 
as  included  within  it,  bat  might  be  left  to  fight 
his  own  cause  with  the  Spanish  Govemment 
«ngle  handed.  This  was  refused  him,  and  the 
Govemment  of  the  United  States,  for  purposes 
and  views  of  its  own,  induded  his  daim  wtUuB 
the  treaty  stipulation,  exonerated  Spain  from 
the  payment  it.  and  took  upon  itself  to  pay 
it  out  of  the  ftmd  it  had  by  tiutt  treaty  reoent^ 
aoquirecL 

The  gentieman  from  Eentucky  had  said,  or 
indnnatod,  that  the  testimony  in  support  of 
this  d^m  was  not  of  a  satisfactory  kind.  Tbe 
gentieman  was  entirely  mistake.  The  objec- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  did  not  rest  on  the 
character  of  the  testimony,  but  on  points 
wholly  distinct  from  it  In  support  of  this 
assertim  Ike  would  beg  leave  to  refor  Um 
gentUaDaa  and  the  House  to  a  written  t^in^ 
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Ion  of  one  of  the  CommisBioners  to  the  con- 
trary. 

[Mr.  "WtTHTB  here  read  tbM^inion  of  coie  of 
the  CommisBioners,] 

Kow,  asked  Ur.  W.,  will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentacky  rise  in  his  place  and  saj,  that,  after 
moh  an  examination  and  snch  an  ezpresaion 
of  opiidon  by  one  of  the  offioera  (tf  tUa  GoTorn- 
ment,  men  who  had  no  oonoeirable  interest  in 
the  dec^on,  and  who  were  of  known  talent 
and  int^ritj,  that  the  cidm  shall  at  once  be 
rejected  t  that  no  tribunal  shall  be  allowed  to 
examine  and  decide  upon  it  t 

It  was  a  claim  which  had  been  presented 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  the  officers 
of  the  Spanish  Oovemment  had  allowed  and 
admitted  it;  hot  Spain  lingered  in  the  pay- 
ment ;  it  has  been  transferred  to  Uie  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  deferred,  from 
Benson  till  season,  till  at  length  we  are  told  the 
tTnited  States  is  not  hound  to  pay  it.   All  the 
original  ptmera  Ur.  Heade  was  obliged  to  sur- 
roider  to  toe  foanish  GoremmenC  when  his 
claim  was  vma  there ;  ibej  were  ^tribnted 
through  ibo  DmartmentB  ox  the  BpanlBh  Oor- 
ermneat,  and  there  th^  still  remain.  The 
Oommisnoners,  esteeming  thmudves  bound 
to  require  these  originala,  apprised  Ur.  Ueade 
that)  ontil  these ^ould  beprodnoed, they oonld 
not  admit  his  daim.    He,  in  ooDseqaence, 
made  immediate  application  for  them  to  the 
Spanish  Government ;  but,  from  circnmstances 
which  had  already  been  stated  to  the  Hoose, 
he  conld  not  obtun  them  in  suitable  time.  The 
five  millions  had  all  been  paid  away ;  and  he 
ma  thus,  without  any  fault  or  nwlect  of  his 
own,  entirely  excluded.   Thus  the  Government 
haa,  in  effect,  taken  the  pnmertj  <^  this  Ameri- 
can dtizen,  applied  it  to  the  purchase  of  the 
nwidaa^  and  now  reftne  to  pay  lUm  for  it,  or 
even  to  mtolnt  a  trtbonal  where  he  may  have 
a  fair  he«iDg.   Is  not  this  monstrous  I  Shall 
I,  aaked  Ur.  W.,  take  the  money  out  of  that 
gentleman's  pocket  use  it  to  bay  a  farm  for 
myself  or  my  children,  and  when  he  asks  re- 
payment, and  cHS'ers  to  prove  how  much  I  took, 
shall  I  say,  because  1  am  stronger  t'^an  he, 
that  I  will  not  pay  him,  or  even  suffer  him  to 
prove  his  demand  f   Must  this  claimant,  after 
wuting  with  patience  at  onr  door  for  years, 
when  at  length  his  bill  has  come  up  for  con- 
rideratiou,  he  told  that  his  jnst  clami  is  de- 
ferred fbr  yet  a  year  longer  f  He  is  not  a 
yoang  man ;  he  was  once  wealthy ;  he  Lb  not 
so  now ;  we  hold  his  property ;  all  he  aaka  la 
a  tribunal,  and  a  hearing.  Shall  be  be  tnmed 
off  and  told  to  wait  till  another  GfHigress  ahall 
consider  his  case  f   I  trust  not.   I  trust  there 
is  enough  of  Justice  in  this  Congress,  to  say 
that  he  has  waited  long  enough ;  that  his  day 
of  hearing  shall  be  set,  his  judges  appointed, 
and  his  oLum  fully  and  fairly  examined,  Ur. 
yf,  concluded  with  an  apology  for  the  eamest- 
Qefis  he  had  betrayed,  and  the  time  he  had 
inadvertently  occupied,  but  he  ahould  feel  that 
he  had  been  wanung  to  the  li^ita  of  a  oon> 


[H.  or  B. 

stituent  and  of  an  American  citizen,  had  he  re- 
mained silent,  and  snffered  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentncky  to  pass  without 
reply. 

Ur.  Archkr  said,  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  this  clum  had 
been  referred,  and  he  had  given  it  a  careful 
examination.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  nUstaken  la  both  the  pdnts  he  had  taken. 
He  supposes  the  House  is  not  now  prepared 
to  pass  this  bill — ^if  not,  when  would  it  be  pre- 
pared t  The  bill  had  been  reported  at  the  last 
sesdon,  and  if  want  of  preparation  was  a  good 
reason  now,  why  midit  not  the  same  reason 
be  repeated  forever  f '  If  gentlemen  were  not 
prepared,  they  ought  to  be ;  ample  time  had 
been  allowed,  and  every  opportanity  nven. 

Bat  the  gentleman  seems  to  be  of  opinlrai 
that  this  Government  is  not  bound  to  pay  this 
claim,  be  it  ever  so  just  a  one.  Sir,  I  say  that 
this  Government  is  bound  to  pay  it  And 
why  1  It  has,  in  two  instances,  forcibly  inter- 
fered and  obstmoted  this  claimant  in  obtdning 
justice,  when  he  had  the  near  prospect  of  folly 
BoooeediDg. 

"When  onr  treaty  was  made  with  Spdn,  he 
expressly  sud  that  he  did  not  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  be  responsible  for 
the  dum:  all  he  asked  of  it  was  to  stand 
aside;  to  leave  him  to  his  own  chance,  and 
only  to  abstain  from  throwing  any  obstacles 
In  the  way,  or  taking  any  course  which  would 
condenm  the  claim.  And  what  was  the  reply 
of  his  own  Government?  They  refused  hu 
request  The^  determined  to  interfere;  and 
they  said  to  bun,  yoar  claim  thaU  be  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty,  and  it  $haU  be  liable  to 
tiie  terms  of  the  trea^.  This  was  the  first 
case  in  which  we  forcibly  inteiposed,  and  we 
here  prevented  his  obtdning  his  mon^  from, 
the  Government  of  Spain.  Asoertdning  that 
the  proof  reo aired  by  the  Commissioners  waa 
snch  as  ooola  only  be  got  from  Spun,  fifteen 
mond)s  before  the  time  for  examiolng  this 
evidence,  he  agiUn  goes  to  his  own  Government 
and  prays  them  to  send  to  Spain  for  the  neces- 
sary vouchers.  The  CommisMoners  expressly 
siud  they  were  satisfied  a  large  amount  was 
due  to  him,  bat  they  coold  not  allow  him  even 
this  amoant  without  having  evidence  fh>m 
Spun.  Here,  then,  the  American  Government 
says  to  one  of  its  own  citizens,  who  has  a 
claim  already  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  "  you  shall  look  to  me,  and  not 
to  Spun,  for  uiis  money ;  I  will  waiA  for  your 
Tondiers,  and  get  them  for  ^on  irilhin  the 
time  which  I  have  chosen  to  hmit  for  the  pro- 
dnction  of  proot'*  He  accortUngly  ^ves  his 
Government  a  memorandum  of  the  papers  re- 
quired. The  Government,  owing  to  circam- 
stances  with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  does 
not  apply  in  time  to  get  these  papers ;  and  the 
period  it  had  arbitruily  fixed  for  their  exam- 
ination expires ;  its  citizen  is  shnt  out  from  the 
tribunal  m  the  Oommisnoners ;  and  now,  whra 
he  comes  to  you,  and  modestly  asks  that  some 
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tribmiBl  may  be  ordered  to  eumine  hu  Toaeh- 
ers  sod  pase  apon  the  jnetice  of  his  claim,  he 
is  to  be  refused  ?  He  does  not  ask  for  money ; 
he  asks  only  a  tribanal  and  a  jadge ;  and  is  it 
to  be  refused?  It  would  form  a  case  of 
eaormoos  and  unpar^eled  atrocity,  8ir,  I 
have  looked  at  this  evidence,  and  I  care  not 
before  what  tribunal  it  is  to  be  presented. 
You  may  send  it  to  the  bench  of  Hioos  and 
Radamanthus ;  I  care  not ;  only  let  it  have  a 
full  and  fair  examination.  As  one  interested 
in  the  resources  of  the  Governmeotf  I  hope  be 
may  not  be  able  to  establish  bis  cl^m;  but 
never,  whUe  there  is  a  cent  in  the  treaty, 
never  will  I  consent  to  obstntct  any  claim  by 
methods  sach  as  these.  Suppose  we  shall  pass 
this  bill,  do  we  thereby  dedare  that  this  man's 
claim  is  jost?  By  do  means.  We  only  say 
that  his  doim,  with  the  evidence  In  support  of 
it,  shall  be  examined  by  onr  own  oS&een ;  and 
I  believe  no  gentleman  who  hears  me  will 
dissent  from  the  position,  that,  if  it  is  to  go 
before  Hr.  Hagner,  it  will,  at  least,  be  thorough- 
ly sifted.  But  if  you  reject  the  bill,  yon  con- 
demn and  annihilate  the  claim,  without  know- 
ing whether  it  be  Just  or  not  To  do  this 
would,  under  all  the  circumstances,  lie  one  of 
the  most  miparatleled  and  unatonel  acts  of  in- 
justice that  ever  was  perpetrated. 

Ur.  FoRSTTH  now  renewed  the  motion  he 
had  made  in  committee  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  also  moved  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  which  provides  for  allowing  the 
Tliird  Auditor  a  certiun  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
salary  now  allowed  him  by  law. 

He  said,  that  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to 
trust  to  the  justice  of  Congress  to  reward  the 
auditors  for  any  extra  service  it  might  occasion 
them,  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  prc^ose  to  in- 
sert any  clause  fixing  their  remuneration  before- 
hand. Mr.  F.  said  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  which  remained  of  the 
aesdon,  and  the  number  and  amoant  of  private 
as  well  as  pnblie  bills,  which  were  wwtmg  the 
action  of  the  House ;  he  would,  ^erefore,  en- 
deavor to  guard  himself  from  digressing  into 
the  merits  of  the  cliUm,  mi  should  oon&e  his 
remarks  to  the  right  of  the  applicant  to  have 
its  justice  examined  and  decided  upon.  He 
believed  himself  to  bo  fhlly  possessed  of  the 
merits;  but  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  here  was  an  American  citizen,  suflTering 
great  ii^ustice,  from  no  fault  of  his,  but  from 
that  of  his  own  and  of  a  foreign  Government, 
and  that  this  House  alone  had  the  i:fower  to 
redeem  him  from  it  The  circumstances  of 
this  case  were  most  extraordinary.  Hr.  Meade, 
it  seems,  had  a  claim  against  the  Government 
of  Spain,  which  was  acknowledged  by  that 
Government  The  Board  of  CtmimimonerB, 
i^pointed  nnder  the  Florida  treaty,  having 
condod^  that  this  dtam  was  embraced  by 
that  treaty,  Mr.  Meade  submitted  to  them  a 
written  acknowledgment,  given  by  the  oom- 
nilsBionera  of  th«  Government  of  Spun,  that 


pkBBOAVr,  1897. 

a  certain  sum  was  due  by  that  Gonremmcnt  to 
him.  This  acknowledgment  was  given  be- 
tween the  first  signing  of  the  treaty  mud  itm 
final  ratification.  His  documents  were  de- 
manded by  the  Spanish  Govemmciit,  aad 
having  been  sorrenuered  by  Mr.  Heade,  wen 
distributed  through  the  offices  to  which  tbey 
severally  belonged.  When  Mr.  Meade  sabmit- 
ted  his  diuro  to  the  Commissioners,  accom- 

niied  by  the  certificate  or  acknowledgment 
ore  referred  to,  they  replied  that  this  was 
not  sufficient  evidence,  and  tiiat  they  must 
have  the  ori^nal  docnmenta  or  certified  cofia 
of  them.  Mr.  Meade  remoistrated  on  the 
hardflUp  of  being  compelled  to  prodnce  papen 
which  he  had  {wevioiidy  been  obliged  to  give 
up  to  the  Spanish  Govenunent,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  ne  had  produced  a  certificate 
which  was  the  result  of  their  examinaticm,  and 
^owed  them  to  contun  conclnsive  proof  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  The  Commissioners,  bow- 
ever,  were  stem  and  inflexible,  and  oootinaed 
to  demand  the  voocbers.    Meade,  in  reply, 

E leaded  that  the  treaty,  under  whose  operaticaL 
is  claim  had,  against  bis  wishes,  been  bronght, 
contained  a  provision  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment should  furnish  to  claimants  such  official 
papers  as  were  applied  for  to  establish  their 
claims,  and  prayed  that  the  Commis^oneis 
would  take  meastues  to  obtain  his  eTtdcnoe 
from  that  Government   They  did  so,  and  Mr. 
Kelson  accoidlngly  received  instmctirais  to  de- 
mand them ;  bat  as  he  was  prevented,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  from  landing  on  the 
Spanish  soil,  the  papers  were  not  obtained,  and 
the  Commissioners  accordingly  r^ected  the 
claim.   The  consequence  has  been,  that  this 
clt^mant  is  made  poor,  though  he  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  written  acknowledgment  both  of  the 
Spanish  and  of  the  American  Commissioners,  a 
just  claim  to  what  would  render  him  independ- 
ent.  Can  such  a  case  be  left  without  redress  t 
Shall  an  American  citizen  be  thus  plundered 
of  his  aU  1   What  has  been  his  fanit  I   Did  he 
not  use  an  proper  dUigence  in  prosecvting  his 
clidmt  Was  he  not  in  a  ^  war  of  obtdning 
Justice  when  this  Government  mterfered,  de- 
clared his  merged  by  the  treaty,  and 
undertook  themselves  to  be  his  paymasters! 
If  his  vouchers  were  in  Spain,  could  he  compel 
the  Spanish  Government  to  surrender  thcmt 
And  was  it  his  fault  that  his  Government  Culed 
in  procuring  themf   Surely  not   And  nor, 
after  having  had  hope  thus  deferred  by  our 
act,  must  he  be  reflised  even  a  tribnnal  to  try 
liis  claim  ?   "Mr.  F.  s^d  the  committee  had 
refused  to  go  into  the  grounds  of  the  Spamdi 
Commissioners'  decision,  and  had  reluctantly 
brought  in  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  If 
Spain  was  in  the  wrong,  Una  Government  had 
a  right  to  demand  from  her  all  that  it  shonld 
pay  to  Meade — and  the  ol^ect  <^  the  biH  was 
only  to  give  hhn  what  he  had  been  deprived 
of  by  the  short  duration  of  the  ocwnmisara. 
The  committee  hod  no  choioe  b^veot  ddng 
,  this  and  doing  ii^uBttoeu 
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Mr.  SvfiBm,  of  MaBsachnsetts,  said  that  the 
amendment  removed  much  of  his  difficulty. 
He  had  himself  been  opposed  to  taking  up  this 
bill  at  this  time,  but  the  fioiue  decided  other- 
wise, and  as  it  had  been  taken  up,  he  hoped  it 
woald  pass  as  amended.   He  bad  carefully  ex- 
amined the  documents  in  relation  to  this  claim, 
and  Ms  sole  object  was,  that  pustice  should  be 
done.    Whether  the  amount  is  80,000  dollars, 
or  800,000,  or  8,000,000,  was  a  consideration 
that  ought  to  have  no  place  in  this  matter.  If 
the  Govemment 'owed  the  money,  he  cared 
not  what  vas  the  amount ;  it  ought  to  be  paid. 
He  should  angnr  darkly  indeed  fat  our  institu- 
tions, if  the  inquiry  of  this  House  is  to  be,  not 
vhetiier  a  debt  is  due,  but  whether  it  is  small. 
He  r^^retted  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  con- 
tented themselves  with  suffering  tiie  claim  to 
rest  on  its  own  merits,  but  had  proceeded  to 
oomment  with  severity  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  OommissioDers  in  rejecting  the  claim. 
There  was  not  now  time  to  examine  their  dfr- 
cUion,  or  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  treaty  had  been  conducted — ^he  would, 
therefore,  do  no  more  than  take  leave  to  deny 
the  accaraoy  of  some  of  the  statements,  which 
had  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  par- 
tioalarly  when  the  terms     the  tireaty  and  tiie 
decinon  of  the  C!<mmiissioner8  under  it  had  been 
oharacterized  as  acts  of  unparalleled  atrocity, 
and  unatoned  injustice.   He  thought  that  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  had  better  have  been 
withheld. 

-  Mr.  MoLasx,  of  Delaware,  said  he  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Mossochasetts,  who 
had  just  tf^en  his  scat,  in  the  view  he  hod  ex- 
pre^ed  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gcn- 
tiemaa  from  Georgia.   Ho  thought  it  would 
be  a  material  improvement  in  the  bill.  The 
amount  due  the  clumant  might  possibly  be 
very  considerable,  but  that  formed  no  reason 
why  the  bill  should  not  now  be  considered,  or 
why  the  amount  dionld  not  be  allowed.  If  the 
la^meas  of  tiie  amount  was  to  have  any  weight 
at  all,  all  it  had  was  oertunly  on  the  side  of 
the  claimant  But  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  a  bill  which  might  involve  the  payment 
of  so  large  an  amount,  shonid  pass  without 
mature  discussion,  both  in  the  committee  and 
out  of  the  committee.  The  amount  alone  was 
of  itself  sufficient  to  prodnce  opposition  to  the 
bill.   But  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  body 
as  this  House  should  examine  minutely  every 
claim  that  came  before  it.   It  most,  from  ne- 
cessity, put  great  fiuth  in  the  examinations 
made  by  its  Standing  Committees.   The  body 
Was  too  unwieldy  to  go  into  such  mlnntieo ;  and 
the  present  case  did  but  renew  and  strength- 
en a  eouviction  he  had  long  entertained,  and 
bad  more  tiuu  once  ezpTrased,  of  the  pressing 
neceadtyfor  the  adoption  of  some  other  ar- 
nuigement,  in  rela^n  to  the  decision  of  private 
clalma.  As  they  were  now  disposed  o^  there 
vss  not  only  a  great  consumption  of  time, 
which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  nuhlio  eon- 
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cems  of  the  country,  hut  unavoidable  danger 
of  doing  tlie  most  Vagrant  injustice  to  clium- 
ants  themselves.  The  committees,  he  knew, 
and  admitted,  did  the  dnties  asogned  theuk 
with  as  much  diligence  and  devotion  as  coald 
be  expected  from  any  men ;  but  the  difficulties 
were  such,  as  no  diligence  could  surmount. 
It  was  physically  impossible  for  them  to  exam- 
ine witn  minuteness  one-half  the  documents 
submitted  to  them.  They  did  what  they  could ; 
but  the  result  was,  that  claims  were  either 
deferred  in  a  manner  that  amounted  practically 
to  a  denial  of  Justice,  or  decided  on  audi  im- 
perfect examination,  as  often  put^ustice  at  the 
greatest  hazard.  The  documents  m  tiie  present 
case  were  voluminous,  and  involved  theuvesti' 
gation  of  a  great  number  and  variety  of  ques- 
tions of  the  greatest  moment.  From  whii  at- 
tention he  had  been  able  to  give  them,  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade  was  one 
of  great  and  undeserved  hardship, 

Mr.  HoL.  then  stated,  that,  during  Mr. 
Meade's  residence  in  Spain,  the  Government  <tf 
that  country  became  indebted  to  him  for  sup- 
plies of  provisions  furnished  them  daring  the 
C}onstitutional  War  of  defence  against  the  in- 
vasion of  the  French ;  and  that,  on  the  return 
of  the  king,  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned  in  one 
of  the  castles  of  Cadiz  for  more  than  two  yeara 
and  was  finally  released  ^  the  interfbrenoe  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  After 
his,  Mr.  M.'8  release,  a  court  was  organized  in 
Spain,  which  fixed  the  amount  due,  and  the 
faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  pay  it. 
Lands  in  the  Floridas  were  ofiered  Mr.  Meade 
in  payment,  but  oar  Government  being  then 
in  treaty  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  direct- 
ly intimated  to  Mr.  Meade  their  unwillingness 
to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  he  gave  it 
up,  with  assurances  from  our  Government,  that 
his  debt  should  be  assumed  and  pmd  by  the 
United  States.  The  very  demand  itself  was 
liquidated  under  the  auspices  of  the  itinister 
fhnn  the  United  States.  The  Cortes  of  Spain 
cosu^red  the  demand  of  Mr,  Meade  a  national 
debt;  and  the  king  aflbmed  it  as  such.  When 
tite  treaty  was  about  to  be  ratified  by  the  Sen* 
ate,  Mr.  Meade  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which  the  cldmant  distinctiy  requested 
that,  if  GU)vernment  could  not  ^ve  him  assur- 
ances of  being  piud  in  full,  that  his  claim  should 
not  be  included,  and  that  he  would  look  to 
Spain  for  his  indemnification.  The  treaty  waa 
ratified,  with  the  entire  understanding  that  this 
claim  was  included.  When  the  Commissioners 
under  the  treaty  were  appointed,  the  claim  was 
presented,  but  not  allowed ;  not  that  they  be- 
lieved the  claim  was  not  good,  but  got  over 
this  large  amount,  upon  some  want  of  docu- 
ments, entirdy  out  of  thepower  of  the  claim- 
ant thm  to  procure.  The  Minister  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  officer  of  Government 
within  the  scope  of  whose  duties  the  slightest 
consideration  of  the  subject  came,  were  is 
fovor  of  the  claim.  But,  after  all  these  exer^ 
tions  wMoh  Mr.  2foade  has  made,  and  all  the 
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assarances  which  have  been  given  him,  he  has 
been,  year  alter  year,  memorializing  Congress 
to  hear  him  on  the  subject,  or  to  appoint  a  tri- 
bxmal  for  that  parpose;  but  he  has  sned  in 
vtan.  £very  obstacle  has  been  thrown  in  bis 
way;  no  inveedgatioii,  beyond  a  bearing  befim 
the  committee,  &ib  been  idforded.  An  UTeBti- 

Efttion  is  he  now  asks ;  shall  thb  be  denied 
im  f  Is  it  for  the  honor  of  oar  country  to 
keep  one  of  its  valnable  citizens  so  lon^  in 
KQBpense  t  Shall  we  waste  bis  means,  his  tmie, 
his  patience,  in  following  Congress  from  session 
to  sesdoQ,  and  get  no  remedy  ?  The  good  faith 
of  the  nation  is  involved  in  the  qnestion ;  and 
he,  Hr.  HoL.,  trusted  that  the  biU  would  pass. 
If  the  Bom  was  due  Mr.  Meade^  as  he  believed 
it  was,  he  ought  to  have  it.  The  amount  of 
the  dum  shoidd  make  no  difference  in  the 
readiness  to  examine  it,  nor  the  willingness  to 
par  it. 

Mr.  ErrTERA,  said,  that  it  was  a  lamentable 
truth,  which  the  experience  of  every  year  con' 
finned,  that  the  ddnu  of  public  creditors  were 
BO  long  delayed,  and  were  attended  wHh  ex- 
penses so  enormons,  that  often,  when  a  favor- 
able judgment  was  pronounced,  it  came  too 
late  to  do  them  service.  That  Ur.  Heade,  who 
was  one  of  his  most  valaed  constitaenta)  had 
been  attending  in  the  hall  for  six  or  seven  suc- 
cessive sessions,  and,  at  the  h^py  moment 
when  his  bearing  ia  at  hand,  he  is  threatened 
with  longer  delays,  because,  it  is  said,  bis  dum 
has  not  been  examined  with  sufficient  attention 
by  the  members  of  the  Honse.  Rely  upon  it, 
auch  an  answer  will  as  little  Justify  us,  as  it 
will  console  our  feUow-dtizen,  who  has  so  long 
and  w  earnestly  d^ed  a  hearing.  Be  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  a  detail  <tf  aU  the  dr- 
eumstanoes ;  bat  thcfre  were  a  few  prmnlnent 
fiwts  known  to  every  gentleman.  The  Govern- 
ment cf  eptan  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Heade  in  a 
very  large  sum  of  money,  found  by  the  tribunals 
of  the  nation  to  be  due,  and  sanctioned  by  a 
TOjfol  decree.  After  this,  we  formed  a  treaty 
with  Spt^n,  by  which  the  Floridas  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States  for  five  millions  of  dollars. 
By  the  11th  artide  of  that  treaty,  we  discharge 
the  Spanish  Government  from  the  daims  of 
our  citizens,  and  among  the  rest,  from  that  of 
Ur.  Ueade.  A  tribunal  is  established  to  dis- 
tribute this  fbnd  among  the  daimants  against 
Spain,  who  are  to  receive  only  so  far  as  the 
flind  extended.  Ur.  E.  said  he  would  not 
ingnire  into  the  fairness  of  placing  Ur.  Ueade^s 
dum  upon  no  better  firating  than  the  ordinary 
daims  for  spoliations— that  tribunal  is  limited 
in  point  of  duration.  That  Ur.  Meade's  claim 
is  embraced  in  the  treaty,  no  one  could  doubt 
Be  presents  himself  before  the  Commissioners 
with  the  Spanish  decree  as  the  evidence  of  the 
debt  He  is  told  that  will  not  do;  that  he 
must  ^ve  to  the  Commissioners  the  same  evi- 
dence ne  had  before  the  Spanish  tribunal.  Ur. 
K.  said  he  would  not  say  a  word  as  regarded 
the  propriety  of  this  declMon.  It  however 
required  of  the  applicant  that  which,  as  the 
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result  proved,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do. 
Efforts,  national  and  individual,  were  made  to 

Srocure  from  the  Spanish  Government  these 
ocuments,  which  were  in  their  poeseesion,  bat 
in  vfdn.   The  limitation  of  the  commission  is 
about  expii^ig;  and  the  Commienonera  final^ 
distribute  the  fbnd  to  the  exdoaon  of  Ur. 
Ueade.  That  Ms  cidm  was  good  for  aom* 
amount,  and  that  it  was  rejected  because  tba 
documents  were  not  within  bis  control,  but 
at  tiie  pleasure  of  the  ^anish  Govemme^  j 
there  can  be  no  doubt   is  it,  under  such  ctr- 
cnmstances,  fur  and  eonitable  that  Ur.  lCe«da 
should  lose  his  debt  ?   We  have  dischai^^ed,  by 
an  act  of  sovereign  authority,  his  origin^  i 
debtor.   Ought  we  not  to  pay  t   If^  by  with-  I 
holding  documents,  Spain  has  violated  the  [ 
treaty,  let  the  United  States  look  to  Spain  to 
repair  the  injury  we  sustain ;  but  not  pot  for- 
ward a  dtizen  upon  his  private  reepoo^bili^ 
to  coerce  the  payment  of  mon^  npon  such  a 
ground.  By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  ad- 
mit no  putlcnlar  amount  due.  We  only  estab* 
lish  8  tribunal  to  examine  and  dedde,  and  tbat^ 
too,  upon  prindplcs  of  the  strictest  character, 
upon  matters  woich,  it  must  be  allowed,  we 
cannot   This  is  not  a  claim  for  qtoIiaUtai:^ 
but,  as  he  believed,  a  fair  and  honest  debt, 
ascertained  in  character  and  amount,  for  which 
the  Spanish  Government  was  Uable,  till  we 
transferred  that  liability  to  oursdves,  and 
which  he  thought  this  Government  could 
not  refuse  to  discharge  without  disregarding 
her  high  sense  of  justice  and  national  &ith. 

Ur.  Bkechbb  asked  if  there  was  any  other 
evidence  in  support  of  the  daim  but  that 
which  was  received  from  the  Gommisnonml 
Ur.  FoBSTTB  replied,  that  the  bill  did  not 
propose  to  the  House  an  investigation  of  this 
case.   It  only  appointed  a  tryer. 

Ur.  Bebchib  njoined :  the  b«atj  had  done 
this  before — it  appointed  a  Board  of  Tryen 
more  competent  than  the  Auditors  could  be 
supposed  to  be— they  had  ruected  the  daim 
because  it  was  not  supported  oy  evidence.  If 
there  was  now  no  more  evidence  than  there 
had  been  before,  there  coold  be  no  need  of 
pointing  new  tryera. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Fob- 
stth's  amendment,  appointing  three  Anditm 
of  the  Treasury  to  examine  the  evidextoe,  and 
corried— ayes  T2,  nays  40. 

Ur.  FoBsna  observed,  that  he  hdd  in  IM 
hand  a  list  of  dx  clums,  all  which  were  dmi-  I 
larly-  situated  to  this  of  Ueade's,  all  resting  on 
evidence  to  be  fomished  by  Spain.  The  que»- 
tion,  therefore,  involved  in  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  was,  whether  this  one 
claim  ought  to  be  separated  from  all  the  rest, 
and  paid,  while  the  rest  were  n^ected  t 

Mr.  LmsGBToir  sud,  that  this  exemplified,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  utter  unfitness  and  in-  . 
abili^  of  Congress  to  become  judges  in  private 
clahns.   If  the  motion  now  made  dionld  fn-  \ 
vail,  the  evidence  fiimiahed  will  be  in  the 
Sp^Ish  lugnage,  and  be  for  ome^  woold  like  tB 
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be  present  when  the  chum  came  to  be  decided. 
Ue  shoold  like  to  see  the  Spanish  papers  sub- 
mitted, for  iuatanoe,  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tenneaeee.  He  presnmed  the  first  thing 
to  be  done  would  be  to  swear  an  interpreter. 
The  next  step  must  be  to  send  for  witnesses  to 
prove  that  the  evidence  was  taken  according  to 
the  Spanish  law.  These  recorda,  according  to 
the  Spanish  style,  were  all  Tolmninoos ;  he  pre- 
sumed  there  was  not  one  of  the  examinations 
that  would  not  oocopy  several  qoiree  of  paper. 
Now,  without  going  farther,  he  would  ask  the 
gendenun  wbeuer  the  ol^m  of  an  individual, 
in  whicb  his  all  was  involved,  was  to  be  de- 
dded  before  sndi  a  tribunal  as  thia  House,  on 
mch  evidence!  He  entered  now,  and  would 
fiwever  enter,  his  protest  against  the  perform- 
ance of  Jodloial  duties  by  such  a  body.  He 
prayed  gentlemen  not  to  throw  new  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  this  claimant ;  he  thought  the 
bill  already  interposed  difficulties  enough. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke  was  r^ected. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Wiokliffb  re- 
quired the  yeas  and  nays,  hut  a  soffid^t  num- 
ber did  not  rise  to  authorize  than. 

The  bill  was  thai  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
Ibr  a  third  reading  without  a  dividon. 


"Wkdsesdat,  February  28. 
British  Colonial  Trade. 

The  Honse  again  took  up  the  Colonial  Trade 
Bin ;  and  the  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  WKenxs  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  B  AssxTT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  motion  was  negatived 
— ayes  6S,  noes  81 ;  and  the  House  then  con- 
curred in  adc^tiog  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wbb- 
sns. 

Mr.  Pkasoi  now  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  wluch  the  House  yesterday  r^eeted 
tiie  amendment  proposed  by  Hr.  Matj-abt, 
vhich  was  to  insert  the  words  "by  sea." 

On  this  qnestiiMi,  Mr.  Baebisobb  called  for 
the  yeas  and  n^ya,  and  they  were  ordered  by 
&e  Uoufie. 

Mr.  FoRBTrs  remarked,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  had  been  rejected  was 
very  lai^ ;  that  a  distinct  proposiUon  to  defer 
that  vote  to  this  morning  had  been  made  and 
refused.  He  wished  to  know  what  new  light 
had  arisen  to-day,  on  account  of  which  the 
House  was  asked  to  reconuder  a  deliberate 
vote,  on  a  proposition  fully  nnderstood.  He 
shoidd  be  glad  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons 
stated  which  induced  gentlemai  to  ask  a  re- 
eoDdderation. 

lb.  IxonsoLL  sud  he  should  Tote  for  the 
motion  to  reeonrider;  and  if  that  prevwled, 
TouM  also  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  ftam  Vermont,  so  as  to  con- 
mie  the  operati<ms  of  tlie  bill,  as  was  done  by 
tbe  act  of  1890^  to  the  UTigation  "by  aea,^* 
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without  interfering  with  the  navigatirai  on  the 
lakes.  But  he  should  rote  for  the  bill  whether 
amended  or  not  He  felt  willing  to  accede  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  not  only  as  it  would 
make  the  measure  more  acceptable  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  country,  but  because  he  hoped 
yet  to  see  the  embarrassments  which  now  rest 
on  our  trade  with  the  British  West  India  colo- 
nies, smicably  removed  by  negotialaon ;  and  be 
was  unwilling  to  entangle  that  negotiation  in 
any  new  sulyecta  of  coUiuon  between  tiie  Gov- 
emments.  Be  would  deal  oat  measure  fbr 
measure ;  whenever  the  British  inter^eted  s 
trade  in  our  vessels,  he  would  interdict  the  ooi^ 
responding  trade  in  their  Tessels.  But  it  was  ft 
matter  of  serious  consideration,  whether,  in  the 
onset,  we  should  go  one  step  further,  and  strikft 
at  a  new  interest,  and  thereby  remove  the  pro^ 
pect  of  an  amicable  arrangement  still  further 
from  our  view.  The  Briti^  have  exclnded  our 
vessels  from  certun  colonial  ports:  i^f  return 
for  this  he  would  promptly  follow  their  lead, 
and  exclude  their  veasds  when  coming  frcxa 
places  interdicted  to  us.  For  the  present,  he 
was  willing  not  to  carry  the  war  of  restrictions 
further  than  this ;  he  would  not  yet  extend  the 
interdict  to  a  trade  between  us  and  other  places 
from  which  we  are  not  in  like  manner  exclu&d. 
"Ba  did  not  connder  it  a  safe  policy  to  invite 
Great  Britain  to  new  restrictions,  in  Heu  of 
friendly  negotiation.  The  bill  does  not  propose 
to  take  effect  till  after  tiie  80th  of  next  Sep- 
tember— about  two  months  before  the  Bession 
of  the  next  Congress :  and  we  shall  then  have 
a  better  opportunity  to  determine  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  the  measures  which  we  may  now  adopt, 
as  well  as  what  the  ulterior  vie.ws  of  Great 
Britain  ore,  and  can  legislate  accordingly.  The 
perplexing  question  might,  before  that  time,  be 
in  a  train  of  adjustment  The  offers  on  onr 
part  ore  fiur  and  honorable,  and  if  not  embar- 
rassed by  matters  calculated  rather  to  irritate 
than  heal  the  existing  difference,  the  Colonies 
themselves  would  feel  that  the  mother  oonntry 
was  in  the  wrong,  if  she  did  not  accede  to  the 
lenient  and  liberal  policy  proposed  on  our  part 
If  it  should  appear,  hereafter,  that  all  hopes  of 
negotiation  are  at  an  end,  we  would  be  right 
then  to  assume  a  new  attitude.  He  would,  in 
such  an  event — when  we  resorted  to  a  war  of 
restrictions — not  only  be  willing  to  strike  at 
the  indirect  trade  to  Europe,  which  oozes 
through  the  Can&das,  and  which  is,  in  part,  sup- 
plied by  our  northern  frontier,  but  he  womd 
strike  home  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  moth- 
er country ;  he  would  aim  a  blow  at  the  direct 
European  trade  itself^  so  far  as  it  could  be  done 
without  interfering  with  treaty  stipulations. 
TSo  gentleman  on  this  floor  felt  a  deeper  solici- 
tude for  the  preservatim  of  the  West  India  trade 
than  he  did.  He  came  frmi  a  commonity  whose 
forei^  commerce  was  almost  exclusively  with 
the  west  Indies,  and  his  anxiety  to  have  this 
trade  resume  its  wonted  channels,  was  his  prin- 
dpal  reason  for  wishing  to  see  ttie  questiw  in 
relaUoa  to  it  now  pending  between  ua  and  tb* 
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British  GoTenuneat  kept  separate  and  distinct 
from  any  new  cause  of  difference.  He  wonld 
meet  Great  Britain  on  this  point  with  firmness 
but  without  unnecessary  irritation :  he  woald 
try  mild  measures  first ;  and  if  they  did  not 
lead  to  anucable  results,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
would  he,  in  the  l&n(fuage  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  .York,  (Mr.  Oavbbblbno)  be  pre- 
pared to  "  go  the  whole." 

If  we  adopt  the  proposed  loaendment  we 
place  our  West  India  interests  on  preciselj  the 
same  footing  on  which  they  rested  under  the 
act  of  1820,  the  Bri^  having,  prior  to  that 
lime,  excluded  us,  as  they  now  have,  from  the 
direct  trade.  Our  experience  on  tlds  subject 
should  not  be  disregarded.  That  act  had  well 
done  its  office ;  it  brought  Great  Britdn  to 
terras,  but  it  did  not,  at  any  time,  touch  the 
Canada  trade.  The  words  "  by  sea"  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  this  bill  made  a  part  of 
that ;  mdeed,  the  bill  before  ns  is  substantially 
Uie  same  as  the  act  of  1820,  except  that  these 
vordB  had  been  here  omitted.  Under  the  op- 
eration  of  the  act  of  1820,  when  the  Colonies 
were  obliged  to  take  our  sopplies  tbrongfa  neu- 
tral Islands  in  their  neighborhood,  at  an  en- 
hanced price  to  the  planter,  they  became  in- 
tensely anxious  for  the  direct  trade;  their 
clamors  finally  assumed  so  deep  a  tone  that 
they  were  heard  and  regarded  by  the  Ministry 
at  home,  and  tlie  consequence  was,  the  opening 
of  the  interdicted  ports  to  our  vessels.  The 
question  now  is,  shall  we  adhere  to  the  policy 
of  1820,  which  proved  effectual  then,  or  shall 
wo  bring  a  new  point  into  the  controversy,  by 
Btriking  at  that  portion  of  the  European  trade 
which  IS  carried  on  through  the  Canadas,  so  far 
as  it  is  Biq>plied  by  articles  traiumitted  to  those 
provinces  through  our  own  frontiers  1  This 

aaestion  is  cme  of  more  embarrassment  than  at 
rst  meets  the  e^e.  Gentiemen  are  laboring 
under  a  mistake  in  snpposing  that  the  articles 
which  we  furnish  the  Canadits,  find  their  way, 
to  any  considerable  amount,  to  the  West  India 
markets,  through  the  circuitous  routo  of  the 
8t.  Lawrence,  and  if  they  would  attentively 
examine  the  able  report  presented  to  ns  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  they  woold  see  the 
fallacy  of  that  supposition,  Ine  mass  of  what 
the  Canadians  purchase  from  us  is  either  con- 
sumed by  themselves,  or  sent  to  liverpool,  and 
but  a  triflii^  part  of  the  whole  finds  its  way  to 
the  West  belies.  He  felt  unwilling,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  sesrion,  to  fiitigae  the  Hoose 
by  a  recapitolation  of  eta^tieal  tables,  or  a  bar- 
ren colcnlation  in  figures ;  bat  he  based  lum- 
self  on  official  documents  for  the  accoracy  of 
what  he  had  said  on  the  Canada  trade.  The 
w^hole  amount  of  e^rta  to  Canada,  during  the 
last  year,  are  valued  at  upwards  of  $1,800,000 ; 
of  this  large  earn  but  about  $39,000  was  the 
value  of  the  wheat  and  flour  which  Canada  re- 
ceived from  us,  and  those  articles,  he  admitted, 
might  go  into  the  assorted  cargoes  for  the  West 
India  market.  The  lumber  amounted  to  about 
$127,000,  but  the  great  bulk  of  this  went  to 


Europe  in  lumber  ships,  which  are  oonstuitly 
floating  down  the  8t.  Lawrence,  when  the  nav- 
igation is  unobstructed  by  ice.  The  heavier 
article  furnished  fr<Hn  our  ^ntiera  is  potash ; 
bat  it  is  notorious  that  this  is  exclnsiv^y  for 
tiie  Ijverpool  trade.  The  other  articles  wUdi 
we  tend  to  Canada  are  almost  all  conaomed 
there,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  tbem. 
They  are  fresh  provisions,  and  butter  and  cheeae, 
for  the  Uontreal  and  Quebec  markets ;  leather 
and  leatlier  shoes,  manu&ctnred  tobacco,  Amer- 
ican cotton  goods — yes,  sir,  our  cotton  &briea, 
under  the  existing  tariff,  find  their  way  th^ re, 
and  compete  with  the  manufactures  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  their  own  soil.  Salt  is  also  a  heavy  arti- 
cle ;  Upper  Canada  is  almost  exclusively  snp- 

Elied  with  it  from  the  salt  works  of  New  York ; 
ut  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  its  l>eing  sent  down 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  such  a  market  in  the  West 
indies :  it  woold  be  like  sending  coals  to  New 
Castle ;  SCTthes,  axes,  and  the  other  implemenfii 
of  husbandry,  which  are  Aumished  by  our  me- 
chanics, to  the  fbrmns  of  Canada.  Such  are 
our  exports  to  tiiat  country.   The  geographical 
poutiou      the  Canadas  will  always  prevoit 
their  supplying  the  West  India  markets  to  any 
considerable  extent.   The  islands  can  purchase 
our  products  from  a  neutral  depot,  on  mtne 
advantageous  terms  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  way  of  the  St  Lawrence.   Caraoes  intend- 
ed for  the  West  Indies  are  generally  of  a  per- 
ishable nature ;  the  supplies  of  provisions  for  a 
tropical  market  must  be  furnished  frequently, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  in  moderate  quan- 
tities.  If  they  accumulate  for  six  months  in 
the  year,  most  of  them  will  become  deterio- 
rated.  The  St.  Lawrence  is  bridged  by  ice  for 
more  than  ax  months  on  an  average ;  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  but  one  long  voy^e  can  be 
made  in  a  year  from  Quebec  to  the  West  Indies 
— ^whereas,  from  the  Atlantic  States  we  make 
four  or  five  short  voyages.   And  it  is  an  unde- 
niable fact,  that,  although  we  have  had  to  en- 
counter heavy  discriminating  duties  at  the  Btitr 
ish  West  IncUa  porta,  from  which  vessels  from 
Quebec  were  exempt,  yet  they  never  oould  com- 
pete with  ns  successfoUy  in  that  trade.  The 
disadvantages  of  position  which  the  Quebee 
merchants  labored  under  were  greater  draw- 
backs upon  them  than  the  discriminating  duties 
were  upon  us.   Nay,  further :  Wh^  our  ves- 
sels were  excloded  entirely,  as  they  now  arc^ 
from  the  British  West  In^ea,  and  we  woe 
driven  to  the  neutral  ports,  the  British  colonial 
planters  could  supply  themselves  and  did  sap- 
ply  themselves,  with  our  prodaee  from  the  nn- 
tral  islands.  Canada  conJd  not  then  snpidy  tlis 
West  India  market ;  and  from  this  it  may  safUy 
be  inferred  that  Canada  cannot  now  sopply  that 
market :  our  experience  on  this  subject  is  wwdt 
all  the  theorira  with  which  gmtlemen  can  fur- 
nish us,  however  ingeniously  presented.  fVom 
the  range  taken  in  debate,  one  would  be  ^t  to 
suppose  that  we  were  now  called  upon  to  pass 
a  noQ-importation  law,  or  a  non-exportatiMi 
act,  as  was  our  former  embargo;  and  henoe^ 
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the  ailment  that  such  a  lav  should  extend  to 
the  froatiers  as  well  as  to  the  Atlantic,  Noth- 
ing can  be  more  erroneous  than  thia.  We  are 
called  upon  to  pass  a  navigation  act  merely,  in 
regard  to  certain  colonial  ports :  and  hence, 
the  improprietj  of  conaecting  with  snch  a 
meosm^  what  mast  amount,  if  persisted  in,  to 
s  non-interconrse  on  the  lines,  and  an  inter- 
ference with  a  trade  not  necessarilj,  or  princi- 
pally connected  with  the  West  India  ports. 
We  should  be  canlioas  not  to  enlarge  the  com- 
mercial controTnsy,  already  safBcieDtly  wide 
between  the  two  oonntries.  He  preferred^  for 
the  present,  to  repose,  as  we  fbrmerly  did,  apon 
the  polioy  of  1820— exclude  the  Tessels  of  our 
rivals  as  they  exclude  us,  and  not  by  grasping 
at  more,  mn  the  risk  of  eventually  ana  perma- 
nently losing  the  whole.  Notwithstanding  this 
obnoxions  Order  in  Council,  we  expect,  as  the 
comiQittee  tell  us,  in  their  report,  to  supply 
the  British  West  India  colonies  with  our  pro- 
docts  as  we  did  under  the  act  of  1820 — if  uiey 
are  willing  to  take  them — through  neuti^ 
ports,  and  receive  their  produce  through  the 
same  channels.  The  trade,  by  this  new  order 
of  things,  becomes  circuitous  instead  of  being 
direct;  but  s^l  it  would  afford  a  rent  for  a 
part  of  our  surploa,  and  is  worth  preserving. 
Let  it  not  be  aam.  that  our  frontier  country  can 
also  dispose  of  their  surplus  through  neutrals, 
if  the  Canada  trade  is  interdicted.  It  would 
cost  more  to  bring  the  produce  from  many 
parts  of  that  frontier  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
or  any  other  Atlantic  port,  than  it  wonld  to 
transport  tlie  same  article  from  New  York  to 
Uverpool.  The  amount  of  our  exports  to  the 
British  West  Indies,  was  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually,  and  the  Canada  trade 
was  over  1,800,000  dollars,  a  sum  nearly  equal 
to  that  which  is  affected  by  the  British  Orders 
in  Conncil. 

If^  however,  It  ^ould  be  thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  restrictions  at  the  present  time, 
to  the  Canada  trade,  it  would  require  very  dif- 
ferent  provisions  imn  those  oontained  In  this 
bill  to  enforce  the  interdict  on  our  extensive 
frontier.  This  bill  would  be  iooperative  there. 
The  temptation  for  smu^ling  would  prove  too 
strong  to  be  resisted  by  snch  feeble  barriers  as 
are  here  presented.  We  know  how  this  was 
daring  our  former  restrictive  system,  and  we 
shoula  not  shut  our  eyes  on  the  admonitions  of 
experience.  Men  of  desperate  fortunes  and 
more  desperate  character,  would  be  attracted 
to  the  frontiers,  the  moment  an  opportunity 
offered  for  the  employment  of  their  guilty  tal- 
ents. This  demoralizing  result  was  to  be  dep- 
recated and  avoided  as  long  as  possible.  The 
mass  of  eormpt  materials  which  had  gathered 
on  the  frontiers  daring  the  former  embuvo,  and 
set  at  defiance  the  dvQ  and  militarr  force  of 
the  country,  was  now  scattered  and  had  been 
replaced  by  a  sound  and  healthy  population. 
It  requires  very  different  provisions  to  enforce 
an  interdict  on  an  inland  frontier,  from  what 
are  sufficient  to  exclude  foreign  vessels  from 
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the  Atlantic  coast  Should  we  find  it  neces- 
sary agun  to  resort  to  restrictive  measures  on 
the  frontiers,  we  should  enact  a  law  that  would 
be  prompt  and  effectual:  one  that  sliould  be 
armed  with  severe  penalties,  and  rigidly  en- 
forced by  numerous  and  vigilant  officers.  When 
a  crisis  in  our  commercial  affairs  demanded 
sudi  a  measure,  Hr.  I.  said,  it  should  reoeive 
his  humble,  though  cordial  support. 

Mr.  8T0BBS  said  that  the  only  effect  of  re- 
vising the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Malubt,)  was  to  interdict  the 
trade  between  the  northern  States  and  the 
British  Colonies  on  our  northern  frontiers. 
This  trade,  Mr.  S.  said,  is  not  affected  by  the 
spirit  of  our  late  navigation  laws.  It  has  been 
open  under  all  of  them.  On  a  question  that 
related  only  to  the  interests  of  our  ship  owners, 
in  the  freight  between  our  ports  and  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands,  we  should  not  go  out  of 
our  way  to  interdict  a  trade  which  he  thought 
was  not  within  the  general  policy  of  the  meas- 
ure before  the  House.  The  object  of  the  biH 
is  to  secure  to  our  navigating  interest  a  fiur 
share  and  equal  advantage  of  competition  in 
the  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  We  are  to  say 
whether  tills  Colonial  trade  shall  continne  to  M 
carried  on  in  British  vessels,  exeludvely,  after 
the  Order  in  Coundl,  under  the  wt  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  of  1826,  has  excluded  American  ship 
owners  from  all  participation  in  it.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  the  trade  itself  is  val- 
uable to  both  countries.  The  Colonies  and  the 
West  India  interest  in  England  are  as  deeply 
interested  to  continne  it  as  we  are.  No  one 
pretends  that  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  ex- 
clude their  productions  from  our  markets,  or 
withhold  our  own  from  theirs,  if  it  is  not  to  bo 
done  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  shipping  interest  to 
a  foreign  monopoly;  and  so  fkr  as  the  mere 
exchange  of  products  is  concerned,  it  is  the 
professed  object  of  both  countries  to  continue 
the  trade  itself.  We  now  propose,  and  very 
properly,' to  secure  to  our  own  ships  at  least  a 
fair  share  of  the  freight  of  our  productions  and 
what  we  take  from  uiem,  or  to  exclude  British 
ships  from  it.  Now,  sir,  the  trade  across  our 
inland  frontier  and  the  Lakes,  with  Canada,  hoa 
no  connection  with  the  di&rences  which  have 
bronght  this  measure  before  us ;  snd  the  effect 
of  cloMng  it  is  only  to  inflict  on  those  interested 
in  it,  in  several  of  the  northern  Stetes,  the  evils 
of  an  interdiction,  without  any  benefit  to  either 
party.  The  policy  of  our  navigation  laws  has 
only  been  to  mterdict  trade  in  British  vessels, 
by  sea,  to  ports  from  which  our  own  ships  are 
excluded  by  Great  Brittun.  The  northern  trade 
with  Canada  has  been  open  under  all  these 
laws,  and  no  one  has  ever  thought,  before  now, 
of  shutting  that  trade  up,  to  coerce  Great  Brit- 
to  admit  American  vessels  into  her  West 
India  ports.  The  only  reason  now  offered  for 
extending  an  interdiction  to  this  trade  is,  that 
the  products  ot  the  frontier  countries  of  some 
of  the  States  may  possibly  find  their  way  to  the 
British  West  India  ialandsi  through  the  Can- 
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Adas ;  ftud  we  have  b«en  asked  why  the  acta  of 
Pariismoit  and  Order  in  CooncU  have  left  that 
tr^e  open,  unless  Great  Britain  expects  to  sop- 
plj  them  with  American  products  through  the 
northern  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  f  It  is 
oertain  that  she  coald  not  do  this  profitably, 
from  1820  to  1822,  while  the  interdiction  was 
rabstantially  in  force  in  the  Atlantic  ports, 

Kr.  Maluirt  spoke  in  reply.  The  gentle- 
man from  Loaisiana  had  insisted,  that  if  the 
bill  pa^ed,  it  ought  to  exclude  the  trade  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada,  and  one  ai^nment 
he  had  adranced,  was  derived  from  the  consti- 
tution. He  was  aware  of  the  genUeman^B 
■tanding  and  lesal  reputation,  and  was  ready 
to  confess  that  Uie  gentleman  was  tu  superior 
to  himself;  bat,  learned  and  able  as  he  was, 
on  the  present  occasion  he  was  mistaken.  The 
pntieman  says  that  no  preference  is  to  be 
given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  to  the 

Sorts  of  one  State  over  those  of  another.  He 
id  not  object  to  this  principle,  hut  was  it  not 
tiien  plain,  that,  accoraing  to  that  article  of  the 
ooiiBtitQtion,  no  one  particular  section  of  the 
Union  might,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce, 
be  deprived  of  a  branch  of  trade,  while  the  rest 
tif  the  Union  was  suffered  to  enjoy  itt  If  the 
rule  was  good,  it  ought  to  work  both  ways. 
The  coun^  on  the  iMmtier  now  enjoys  Uie 
benefit  of  tiie  Canadian  trade  to  Europe.  It 
was  only  throngh  the  Canadas  that  their  heavy 
articles  conld  reach  the  European  ports.  Now, 
ff  Congress  should  deprive  tnem  of  this  trade, 
while  it  continued  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Atlan- 
tjo  ports,  would  it  not,  on  the  gentleman's  own 
principle,  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion !  How  most  the  bill  operate  f  Unless  the 
amendment  is  introduced,  it  cuts  up  the  whole 
of  the  Canadian  trade,  both  Colonial  and  £u- 
topean ;  but  it  leaves  to  the  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic all  the  trade  they  now  have,  saving  only 
that  branch  of  it  which  is  carried  on  with  the 
British  West  India  islands.  This  is  not  treat- 
ing different  sections  of  country  alike.  Its  ef- 
fect is  manifestiy  unjust.  It  destroys  the  whole 
trade  of  the  interior,  beoanae  a  small  portion 
et  that  trade  happens  to  be  connected  -mfh  the 
Bubject  of  the  bill.  It  annihilates  tiie  trade  of 
an  important  portion  of  the  country  merely  to 
give  a  "preference  to  American  bottoms  in  the 
Srade  witik  the  West  Indies.  There  is  but  two 
millions  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with  those 
islands,  and  that  whole  amount  may  still  be 
carried  on  at  a  small  inconvenience,  through 
neutral  ports. 

At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  bill  which 
had  passed  the  Senate  on  the  same  sntgect  was 
received ;  when 

Mr.  ToHLiNSOK  remarked  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session  on  which  bills  could  be 
Bent  from  this  House  to  the  Senate.  A  bill,  he 
said,  having  been  just  received  fh^ra  that  body, 
relating  to  the  snmeot  now  under  consideration, 
wMoh  would  enable  this  House,  according  to 
the  existing  Joint  rule,  to-  act  on  the  subject 
now  before  it,  either  on  to-morrow  or  next 


day,  he  fdt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  make  a  motion 
which  would  afford  an  opportonhy  to  woadtt 
and  pass  seTeral  bills  of  great  importance,  now 
penmng  before  the  Hoose,  and  to  send  toA 
bills  to  the  other  House,  to  be  acted  upon  dar- 
ing the  present  session.  He  then  moved  thst 
the  bill  under  consideration  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

This  motion  prev^ed,  and  the  bill  was  te- 
oordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  was  tlienreadat 
the  clerk's  table ;  when 

Hr.  TouuKBON  moved  Its  reference  to  tite 
Committee  on  Commeroe. 

Ifr.  LmNosnnr  moved  it  to  be  rcftncd  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Honae  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  AiUr  some  oonTcvsatioD  betwca 
Messrs.  Tohliksoh  and  Fobsttb,  on  motm  of 
the  latter,  the  bill  was  lud  opon  the  table  (ayes 
Tljiioes  62)  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  • 

The  military  appropriation  bill  having  been 
received  from  the  Senate,  with  amen£aeiits 
striking  out  the  proviso  adc^ted  by  this  Hoqh^ 
and  which  restricted  the  payment  of  dfmble  n- 
tions  to  offioera  "  comDumdiDg  garrisons  nd 
military  posts ; " 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  widk  tius 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

On  this  question,  a  debate  of  some,  extent 
took  place,  (involving,  suUtantially,  the  same 
prindple  as  that  which  arose  when  tiie  sro^ 
ion  was  inserted,)  and  in  which  Mesras.  Cocn; 
Wbbstsb,  Bbbst,  Dkattok,  Wood  of  New 
York,  FoxsTT^  and  Httohbll  tit  TemnecMi^ 
took  part 

The  qnestion  was  then  put,  and  on  motion  d 
Mr.  Cocks,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  not 
agreed  to. 

[On  the  following  d^,  the  Hoose  receded 
fhnn  ita  disagreement} 


Tbvbbdat,  VnrcYk  1. 
Indiana  Canal. 
Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Boads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  refemd  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  locato  and  make  a  canal  thereia 
named,  reported  the  same  without  amendmesk 
The  bin  was  tbeu  ordered  to  a  third  readinft 
and  it  was  read  a  third  time  acoordin^,  m 
passed. 

The  Kaey—BUp  Timber, 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ISr.  Spbaoci 
in  the  chur,  and  took  up  the  biU  for  tiie  grad- 
ual increase  and  improvement  of  the  Kavy. 

Mr.  Stobbs  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  oo 
Kaval  Affairs)  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  tliat 
section  which  refers  to  the  preservatkn  of  nl- 
nable  ship  timber,  after  the  woMs  **Iive  oak," 
by  inserting  the  words  "or  other  timber;" 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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Jfaval  Academy. 

Ifr.  ^AflTHis  moved  to  strike  ont  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  bUI,  (which  provides  for  a 
Naval  Academy.) 

Mr.  WioELiFTs  advocated  this  motfoiif  and 
insosted  that  the  proposed  school  was  unneces-' 
aary ;  bnt  if  it  must  be  erected,  farther  leave 
efaonld  be  allowed  to  digest  roles  and  regula- 
tions for  it. 

Ur.  BuoHAKur  replied,  and  defended  the 
measure,  which  he  ai^ued  to  be  a  fpeat  pnblio 
good  88  adding  science  to  the  praotieal  latowl- 
edge  of  onr  naval  officers. 

lir.  KjtEUBB  snpported  the  amendment.  It 
was  opposed  at  great  length  by 

Ur.  DBATroN,  who  defended  the  value  and 
importance  of  such  a  fleminary. 

Mr.  BuBoss  wished  farther  information  be- 
fore he  could  vote  in  favor  of  this  feature  of 
tlie  bilL  He  opposed  the  idea  of  any  other  in- 
atmcttoa  as  a  substitate  for  that  which  is  gun- 
ed  at  sea. 

Hr.  Wbbms  said,  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
taeky  QSt.  WiOKurra)  was  oi^rased  to  this 
•cliool,  becanse  *'  the  AaaAemy  i£t  West  Point 
had  beea  so  muiaged,  in  his  opinion,  as  to  be 
altogether  a  matter  of  patronage,  and  that  it 
was  so  far  from  benefitmg  the  sons  of  poor 
men,  that  he  had  known  one  membw  of  Con- 
gress to  have  three  sons  educated  there ;  ergo, 
he  would  not  vote  for  another  establishment  of 
the  sort,  no  matter  by  what  name  it  should  be 
called."    He  would  ask  that  gentleman,  and 
the  committee,  if  such  were  the  facts,  whether 
the  fault  was  not  with  Congress,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  enact  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
onght  to  govern  that  institution.   The  honora- 
ble memwr  from  Rhode  Island  as  well  as  other 
gentlemen  i^>posed  to  a  Naval  Schocd,  appeared 
to  forget  tlMt  warrants  were  (and  very  prop- 
®^*y)  granted  to  youths  at  a  very  early  and 
tender  age,  before  they  con  (even  if  they  are 
the  sons  of  rich  and  wealthy  parents,  able  to 
hear  &e  expense)  obtain  a  suitable  education 
to  render  raem  as  useful  and  respectable  as 
they  might  and  ought  to  be  throogn  life.  He 
presumra  no  one  would  deny  the  benefit,  as 
well  as  gratification,  resulting  from  a  scientifio 
education,  not  often  to  be  obt^ned  on  botu^l  of 
ship,  but  contemplated  to  be  afforded  to  all  at 
this  Kaval  School.    Again,  he  would  remind 
the  committee  of  the  very  great  advantage  tliat 
would  result  from  having  such  an  institution 
near  at  hand,  to  which  the  Secretary  might  di- 
not  young  ofiBcent,  when  in  port,  to  go,  tor  im- 
provement, instead  of  granting  furloughs  indis- 
criminately, as  now  acme,  obliging  them  to 
>pend  most  wastofolly,  and  it  la  to  be  feared 

often  most  destructively,  if  not  dldiooorably, 

their  pittance  of  half  pay. 
Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York|  haidng  also  te- 

pUed, 

The  question  was  taken  on  itiildng  oat|  and 
carried,  ayes  71,  noes  65. 
Hw  oommittee  then  roa& 


[H.  or  & 

In  the  House,  the  amendments  reported  bj 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  Naval  BilL 
were  taken  up  in  order,  and  severalty  agreed 
to,  until  the  House  came  to  that  which  strikes 
ont  the  section  providing  for  a  Naval  School. 
On  the  question  of  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment. Tar.  Wesms  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  HomuN  stated  his  views  briefly  in  op- 
porition  to  such  an  institution,  and  in  fovor  of 
coneunenoe  in  t£e  vote  c^the  committee. 

Hr.  Stobbs  replied,  denyine  that  the  sul^eol 
was  novel,  and  insisting  that  the  subject  was  at 
least  seven,  if  not  twelve  years  old.  This  very 
biU,  he  said,  had  loin  for  fifteen  months  on  the 
table.  He  went  into  a  full  exposition  of  the 
plan,  which  he  eamestiy  defended, 

Hr.  Sawtbb  sfud  the  estimate  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  Navy,  will  present  an  a{Hp>egato  oi 
upwards  of  three  millions,  which  is  half  a  mil- 
lion more  than  last  year ;  It  was  then  $2,626,612| 
although  the  half  million  allowed  out  of  that 
sum,  for  the  gradual  increase,  was  not  then 
called  for,  the  law  having  expired.  But  to  pro- 
mote these  maxims  of  ectmomy,  we  are  called 
upon  to  extend  the  term  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease, and  ocmtrive  some  way  to  econ(miiM 
this  half  minion  annually  out  of  the  Treasury. 
Three  schemes  are  devised :  one,  to  buy  more 
timber  and  lay  up  to  season ;  another,  to  con- 
struct docks ;  ana  a  third,  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  a  School  of  Naval  Education. 

We  have  a  Navy  of  12  ships  of  the  line,  20 
fHgates,  and  sloops  in  proportion,  be^dcs  sev- 
eral of  each  class,  on  the  stocks ;  and,  although 
onr  revenue  falls  short  more  than  a  million  this 
^ear,  and  the  time  has  expired  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy,  yet  as  economy  most  be 
consulted,  we  must  build  docks,  cut  down  trees^ 
and  even  estaUish  a  Naval  Schod.  As  I  do 
not  understand  this  kind  of  economy,  I  shall 
not  agree  to  do  either.  I  am  wiUiaff  to  let 
trees  grow  longer,  and  to  let  our  t^oera  leam 
naval  tactics  at  sea.  WhUe  other  nations  are 
dismantling,  or  placing  their  navies  on  a  ^eaoe 
establishment,  I  think  we  ou^t  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  present  number  of  our  ships,  until  we 
see  some  signs  for  the  actual  use  of  them.  For 
all  purposes  of  exhibition  or  parade,  for  the 
gratification  of  national  vanity,  I  think  the  ox- 
penditui^e  of  upwards  cS  three  ndllicois  ou|^t  to 
su£Bce. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Btobbs) 
has  just  told  us,  this  school,  with  its  nine  pro- 
fessors, is  to  cost  us  but  $7,000  a  year.  But^ 
has  the  gentieman  taken  into  the  calculation  the 
purcAiase  of  ground  and  buildings  for  tiie  loea> 
tion.  Bnt  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  will  coat 
only  that  sum,  that  small  sum  may  prove  a 
canker  in  the  body  politio.  It  will  tend  to  corrupt 
the  whole  mass  of  the  nation.  We  see  the  ef- 
fects wMch  are  produced  by  our  ICUitary  Acad- 
emy ;  tiie  annual  proselytes  which  it  adds  to 
the  Administration :  but  when  this  vast  souroa 
of  promotion  and  patronage  is  added,  when 
there  is  no  limit  to  tba  number  admisdUei  w« 
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can  readily  judge  what  a  powerful  engine  it  may 
prove  in  favor  of  the  Grovernment.  Tne  tempta- 
QOQ  to  gain  admission  there  will  be  irresistible. 
It  will  pervflide  every  quarter  of  tbe  Union.  The 
dull  pnrsuits  of  ciWl  life  will  be  abandoned; 
labor  will  be  shtmned  as  ignominious,  and  a 
general  rush  will  be  made  by  tbe  higher  class 
of  our  population  for  tbe  wide-opened  doors  of 
thifi  school.  This  must  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce degeneracy  and  corruption  of  thepublio 
morality,  and  change  oar  ^ple  Bepablioan 
habits. 

Kr.  BaADUT  followed  on  the  same  side.  He 
bad  understood,  from  authority  upon  which  be 
placed  tbe  most  perfect  reliance,  that  it  re- 
quired seven  years*  service  to  make  a  prime  sea- 
man. Tbe  present  mode  of  edacatin^  midsbip- 
meo,  was  to  instruct  them  in  navigation  during 
Toyages,  between  decks,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
fliey  were  acquiring  the  habits  of  a  s^lor's  life, 
and  leamii^  the  puts  and  management  of  a  ship 
both  in  calms  and  tempests.  He  |tnt  it  then,  by 
vay  of  inquiry,  how  uie  public  interest  could 
he  sabserved  by  ^ving  them  apreparatoir  ed- 
ucation on  shore,  when  so  mneh  time  must  be 
afterwards  consumed  before  they  could  be  per- 
fect in  their  duty. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Kew  York,  in  answer,  stated 
a  variety  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  British  Navy 
and  its  Marine  school,  to  show  the  advantages 
which  might  be  expected  from  a  school  of  ^is 
sort. 

Mr.  Cocks  s^d  a  few  words  in  answer,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  the  American 
naval  officers  were  not  inferior,  in  any  respect, 
to  British,  thongh  we  have  hitherto  hail  no 
Naval  School 

Ur.  Wood  explained,  and  denied  having 
made  or  meant  any  Boch  assertion. 

iSi,  ITBBMKit  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  school, 
as  intended  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
Enontive,  and  oalcnlated  to  injure  the  morals 
of  the  yonng  men  who  might  enter  it. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  concurring  with  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  striking  out  tbe  part  of  the  bill  which 
relates  to  a  Kaval  School,  and  dedded  In  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  86,  nays  78. 

So  that  part  of  tbe  bill  was  struck  out. 


Fbidat,  March  2. 
JSritUh  Oalontta  ThtuU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  oU  the  orders 
vhich  preceded  the  Colonial  trade  Bill  were 
dispensed  with;  and  the  House  took  up  tbe 
bill  as  received  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ToHLiKSON  proceeded  to  state  the  sub- 
stance of  the  bill,  and  to  ezplun  the  operation 
and  effect  of  the  amendment  The  first  sec- 
tion, he  Bud,  proposed  to  abolish  the  dis- 
criminating duties  which  are  imposed  by  our 
laws,  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  ar- 
riving in  tbe  United  States  from  the  British 
ecdonial  pi»:t%  after  the  8l8t  of  Deconber  next ; 
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the  second  suspended  until  that  day,  the  acts 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818  ;  th* 
16th  of  May,  1820  ;  and  tbe  1st  of  March,  1833; 
and  tbe  third  section  authorized  the  Preeideitt 
to  issne  his  proclamation,  declaring  that  tihe 
acts  su^ended  by  the  second  sectioa  are  re- 
pealed, if  he  sbonld,  at  any  time,  bjdbre  the 
81st  of  December  nex^  receive  satisEaetory 
evidence  that  the  prohibition  of  commercial 
intercourse,  by  the  British  Order  in  Ooaucil 
of  July  last,  bad  ceased,  and  that  no  discrim- 
inating duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed, 
in  the  ports  enumerated  in  tbe  Sret  section  of 
the  bil^  on  the  vessels  or  produce  of  the  United 
States  arriving  in  such  ports.  therefore, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  should  become  a  lav, 
and  no  arrangements  should  be  made  between 
the  two  Governments  before  the  Slst  a£  De- 
cember next,  British  vessels  would,  after  tlut 
time,  be  admitted  into  the  pmts'of  the  United 
States,  from  tbe  British  coloaies,  paying  no 
discriminating  dnties  whatever,  either  on  their 
tonnage  or  cargoes,  while  vessels  of  the  United 
States  would  be  absolutely  excluded  from  the 
British  West  Indies,  and  all  tbe  other  colonies 
named  in  the  Order  in  Council,  except  tiie  con- 
tinental colonies  in  North  America;  and  in 
the  ports  of  the  latter  colonies,  American  ves- 
sels would  be  required  to  pay  on  their  tonnage 
and  cargoes,  tbe  discrimmating  duties  which 
hod  been  continued  by  that  order.   Suclv  a 
state  of  tbe  trade  would  result  from  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  unless  some  measure  should  be 
adopted  by  our  Government  to  prevent  it,  be- 
fore or  at  the  period  mentioned. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  act  of  1^  being  ana. 
pended  by  tbe  second  section  of  tbe  act  before 
the  House,  British  vessels  would  not  only 
enter  our  ports  directly  from  the  Briti^  ocdo- 
nies,  but  wonld  be  allowed  to  depart  tbence, 
laden  with  our  produce,  to  any  part  of  the 
world.  They  might  even  clear  directiy  for 
Cuba,  or  any  other  West  In^a  island,  or  clear- 
ing for  the  British  colonies,  being  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  suspension  of  that  act,  no  longer 
obliged  to  give  bonds  to  land  their  cargoes  in 
a  British  colonial  port  they  might  engage  in 
carrying,  as  they  would  be  allowed  to  carry, 
our  own  produce  to  any  market 

Now,  sir  said  Mr.  T.,  is  it  not  i^parent  to 
every  mind,  and  can  it  be  denied  or  doubted, 
that  this  state  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  tbe  British  colonies  and  the  United 
States,  will  be  decidedly  disadvantageous  to  our 
navigation,  besides  placing  this  nation  before 
the  world,  in  tbe  attitude  of  humiliation  f  To 
permit  it  would  be  to  abandon  entirely  the 
ground  which  this  country  had  uniformly 
mtuntained,  in  its  commercial  relations  and  in- 
tercourse with  all  nations.  It  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  tbe  principles  which  bad  govern- 
ed our  counts  from  the  organization  of  our 
Government  For  himself  he  was  free  to  say 
that  he  would  not  yield  his  assent  to  a  measure 
which  involved  such  consequences.  Such  a 
state  of  things  <night  not  to  uiat,  Li  hiat^in- 
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ion,  a  duo  reg&nl  to  the  honor  of  the  country 
forbade  it.  The  rights  uid  honor  of  the  nation 
he  would  muntain.  However  anxious  he 
might  be  that  thetwoOoTernments  should  make 
a  friendly  and  satisfactorf  arrangement,  in 
respect  to  a  subject  which  had  so  long  been 
in  negotiation,  be  was,  by  no  means,  prepared  [ 
to  give  Ills  consent  to  an  act,  which,  in  the 
event  of  no  arrangement  being  made,  would 
leave  Sritish  shipping  in  possession  of  the 
whole  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
to  l^ve  to  it  a  most  manifest  advantage  in  the 
ooaUnental  ports,  while  it  left  our  own  naviga- 
tion pressed  by  all  the  onbarraasments  and 
restrictions  to  which  it  was  now  Bnl^eoted  by 
British  laws.  If  this  bill  should  become  a  law, 
he  thought  its  tendency  would  be  to  procrasti- 
nate, rather  than  to  facilitate  an  arrangement 
between  the  two  Governments. 

He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
any  measure,  which  did  not  establish  an  ulti- 
mate exclusion  from  our  porta,  of  British  ships 
coming  from  the  colonies,  in  case  Great  Britain 
should  continue  the  provisions  of  her  Order  in 
Oonncil.  If  that  order  should  not  be  annulled, 
he  deemed  an  interdict  of  all  intercourse  with 
the  Britidi  colonies  in^pensable,  uid  he 
entertained  the  decided  opinion  that  the  inter- 
dict oa^t  now  to  be  established  by  Gongress, 
to  take  effect  after  a  reasonable  time.  The 
want  of  each  an  interact  constituted  the  chief 
defect  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  with 
him,  an  insuperable  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  should  have  preferred  the 
80th  of  Beptember  nest,  as  the  period  when 
the  prohibition  of  the  colonial  intercourse  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  should  take  effect, 
the  former  acta,  on  the  same  sul^ect,  having 
gone  into  operation  on  the  80th  of  September 
next  following  their  passage ;  but  he  was  not 
disposed  to  insist  on  that  day,  and  was  willing, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  passage  of  a 
proper  act,  which  he  deemed  important,  to  ex- 
tend the  period  to  the  81st  of  December  next. 
In  this  opinion  he  understood  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  concur.   A  full  and  &ir  op- 

Sortonity  wonld  thereby  be  afforded  to  settle, 
y  negotiation,  a  perplexing  and  difGcult  ques- 
tion, affecting  important  interests. 

The  interdict  of  the  Order  la  Comicil  took 
effect  in  less  than  four  months  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  order,  but  ve,  by  this  amend- 
ment, do  not  propose  an  interdict  nntil  ^e 
lapse  of  ten  mouths,  although  the  British  inter- 
dict has  been  in  operation  since  Last  December. 
This  certainly  was  liberal,  perhaps  too  liberal ; 
bat  it  wonld  manifest  a  friendly  spirit,  as  well 
as  a  spirit  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  It  will,  however,  |nve  the 
British  Govonment  distinetiy  to  nnderstand, 
what  is  onr  pupose  on  the  hwpeidng  of  an 
event  which  we  wish  to  avoid.  He  would  not 
leave  the  matter  in  a  state  of  uncertainty, 
which  might,  and  probably  would,  induce  tHe 
British  Government  to  speculate  on  our  ulti- 
mste  meamre.  It  was  doe  to  franknesBy  that 


[H.  or 

the  measure  1^  which  we  mean  to  abide  be 
now  fixed. 

The  measure  certainly  could  not  be  justly 
offensive  to  Great  Britain.  She  had  no  right 
to  except  to  it,  having  herself  led  the  w^.  It 
was  not  a  threat,  bat  ft  measure  of  protection 
on  our  part. 

In  order  to  effect  the  interdict  which  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  considered  expedient, 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  proposed  to  re- 
vive the  acts  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  and  of 
the  16th  of  Miqr,  1820,  which  constituted  the 
interdiction  deemed  proper  by  Congress  at  that 
time,  under  circumstances  like  ue  jvesent. 
The  measure  now  prooosed  had  been  tested  1^ 
experience,  and  found  effectual.  It  had  once 
indnoed  Great  Britain  to  open  her  colonial 
ports  to  our  navigation,  and  would  probably 
be  again  fbUowed  by  a  like  result  It  was  the 
safer  mode,  because  it  had  been  tried.  The 
construction  of  those  acts  had  been  settied,  and 
was  well  understood.  He,  therefore,  was  will- 
ing to  substitute  the  system  established  by 
those  acts  for  the  interdict  originally  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  It  was  co- 
extensive with  the  Order  in  Council,  and  met, 
and  would,  he  hoped,  thwart,  the  object  of  It. 

The  amendment  provides,  also,  that  the  act 
of  March  1st,  1828,  shall  be  repealed  on  the 
81st  ot  December  next  and  thus  will  take  away 
that  obstacle  to  negotiation.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
felt  fully  satisfied  that  no  measure  of  less  rigor 
than  that  proposed  in  the  amendment,  ought  to 
be  adopted ;  but  with  that  alteration  of  the 
bill,  he  should  give  it  his  support  Unless  the 
principle  of  the  amendment  should  be  Incor- 

E orated  into  the  bill  in  some  form,  it  was  to 
im  very  objectionable,  and,  in  bis  <^hdon,  tt 
ought  not  to  be  passed. 

He  said  he  had  proposed  in  the  amendment 
certain  modifications  of  the  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  under  consideration,  which 
were  intended,  by  a  change  of  the  phraaeology, 
to  remove  an  ambigni^  tiiat  was  apparent  on 
a  slight  examination  of  it  to  make  the 
section  clear  and  explicit  As  the  section 
stood,  it  ml^t  lead  to  difficulty,  in  case  it 
should  become  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect 
He  submitted  the  amendment  to  the  Hoose,  in 
the  hope  that  it  would  be  approved. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  rose  to  state  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  difference  between  the  bUl 
from  the  Senate  and  the  bill  r^>orted  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House,  and  the 
effect  which  would  be  produced  on  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  by  the  amendment  just  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tomuk- 
sox.)  The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposes  to 
suffer  the  trade  to  remain  as  it  now  is^  until 
the  Slst  of  December  next;  suspends  the  acts 
of  1818, 1820,  and  1823,  except  in  regard  to 
the  discriminating  duties,  until  that  time ;  after 
the  81st  of  December,  the  discriminating  duties 
are  abolished,  but  the  acts  of  1816,  1820,  and 
1828,  will  stand  as  they  now  do^  and  if,  in  the 
mean  time^  no  arrangement  is  made^  the  Ffttir^ 
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deot  most,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
act  of  1828,  issue  bis  prodomation  annoQncing 
the  existence  of  the  fact,  upon  which  the  acts 
of  1818  and  1820  are  immediately  in  force. 
The  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the 
House  interdicts  all  iatercourse  after  the  80th 
of  September,  unless  one  of  two  propositions 
offered  to  Great  Britain  by  the  bill  is  accepted 
before  that  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  trade 
remains  as  it  is.  After  that  Ume,  if  no  arrange- 
ment is  made,  there  is  an  interdict  of  all  inter- 
course. The  difference  between  the  two  pro- 
portions is,  as  to  time,  between  the  SOth  of 
September  and  the  SOth  of  December.  Our 
bill  proposes  express  terms  on  which  alone  the 
trade  can  be  restored  to  its  former  state.  The 
other  leaves  the  whole  matter  open  to  negotia- 
tion. Both  are  founded  on  a  belief  that  the 
British  Government  is  disposed  to  make  a  fair 
arrangement.  The  proposition  of  the  Senate 
is  preferable,  as  it  gives  more  time,  and  leaves 
the  whole  subject  to  nwotiationjjanembarrassed 
by  legislative  pn^oaiti<His,  The  gentleman 
now  proposes,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
bill,  to  rerive  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  of  1838,  after  the  81st  of  De- 
cember, leaving  Uie  trade  jnst  as  it  would  stand 
vnder  the  bill,  ontil  that  time.  The  proposed 
amendment  is  unnecessarily  involved.  The 
acts  of  1618  and  1820  being  suspended  by  the 
act  of  1828,  will  revive  whenever  the  act  of 
1828  is  repealed.  The  proposition  is,  therefore, 
simply  to  repeal,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
the  act  of  1823,  the  trade  being,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  the  same  condition  as  it  will  be  if  the 
Senate's  bill  should  become  a  law.  The  value 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be  percepti- 
ble by  o(nindering  .the  relative  condition  in 
whidi  the  trade  would  stand  on  the  8lst  of 
December,  supposing  that  no  aati^actory  ar- 
rangement is  made  In  the  Interim,  under  the 
bill  of  the  Senate,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  amendment  should  be  adopted.  On  the 
Slst  of  December,  under  the  Senate's  bill,  all 
the  acts  of  1618,  1820,  and  1828,  will  stand  as 
they  now  do,  save  only  that  the  discriminating 
duties  will  be  repealed.  The  President  must 
issue  his  proclamation  under  the  act  of  1828, 
and  the  acts  of  1818 -and  1820  interdicting  in- 
tercourse will  be  enforced.  Under  the  bill  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  the  act  of  1828,  which 
sospends  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  being  re- 
peided,  the  acts  of  1818  and  1^0  are  enforced 
without  a  proclamation.  The  whole  difference 
then  is  between  an  interdict  preceded  by  pro- 
clamation of  the  President  and  an  interaict 
without  a  proclamation.  Entertdning  as  he 
did,  the  belief  that  the  act  of  1828  did  not  vest 
a  discretion  in  the  President  to  withhold  the 
proclamation  after  the  fact  contemplated  by 
the  act  occarred,  Mr.  F.  could  not  see  the 
policy  of  touching  the  Senate's  bill.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  thought  with  him,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  at  onoe  to  adc^t  the  bill  (tf  the  Senate 


and  put  an  end  to  the  question.  Were  heetEt 
incorrect  in  that  opinion,  as  the  Fresdcel 
would  have  tiie  power,  under  the  act  of  18SI, 
to  issue  the  proclamation,  Hi.  F.  presmari 
gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  rely  nMo  & 
firmness  of  the  Chief  UafpBbnt»  to  oo  AM 
which  they  seemed  to  believe  the  puUie  mtir 
est  would  require.  Mr.  F.  could  not  radv- 
stand  why  the  proposed  amendment  was  wgA 
as  less  humiliating  than  the  Senate's  bi^  cr 
in  what  respect  it  produced  any  altrntkma 
the  trade  between  this  and  the  Slst  of  Dewm- 
ber.  If  he  was  incorrect  in  bis  views  of  tbi 
matter,  he  stood  open  to  o<HiTictionT  and  woold 
acknowledge  the  error,  when  it  shooU  In 
pointed  out  to  him. 

Mr.  Arohbb  thought  it  was  not  verynitfr 
rial  which  of  the  two  propositions  the  How 
should  accept.   He  was  one  of  those  via 
thought  there  could  be  no  sort  of  advantage 
from  a  retrospect  of  what  had  taken  jUm 
Out  object  at  present  was  to  prodaos  ■ 
arrangement  of  the  aristing  difficall7^-«l 
whether,  by  going  back  to  the  atqn  which  hi 
been  tabsn,  we  shonld  proTO  that  we,  or  6nA 
Britain,  had  been  in  the  wrong,  it  woidd,  k 
his  opinion,  be  equally  und^rable.  Thm 
was  but  one  purpose  for  which  such  a  ntn>- 
spect  could  be  necessary,  viz :  to  detcnoise  it 
what  point  in  the  controversy  we  had  now  v- 
rived.   If  this  Government  does  not  miwitt- 
age,  and  without  necessity  provoke  that  <tf 
Great  BritMn,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  to 
adjustment.    It  was  impossible  she  stionld 
refuse  to  put  the  trade  upon  a  proper  fbotioK 
unless  she  should  have  her  national  pride  pro- 
voked by  some  offensive  features  in  onr  oSL 
What  was,  in  tmth,  the  great  difference  Im- 
tween  the  Senate's  bilL  and  the  amendmoitti 
this  Honset  Both  held  out  snbstaatiaOy  tbe 
seme  terms.  Aeoordlng  to  both,  the  trade  wiD 
remain  as  it  now  stands  till  December.  IV 
amendment  couples  with  this  a  matter  d 
offence— a  menace  of  interdict.   It  tells  Gmt 
Britain  that  you  hold  a  rod  over  her  htm. 
Why  must  this  be  added!  Do  we  want  to 
offend  (   Do  we  wish  to  prevent  a  comproori*' 
Great  Britain  Is  disposed  to  adopt  our  teno^ 
unless  we  fiisten  on  something  offensive.  Andto 
what  end  shall  we  do  this!   Will  any  one  tell 
me  that  England  does  not  already  fully  vada- 
stand,  that,  if  she  re&ses,  we  fdiall  appij  u 
interdict!    There  con  mrdy  he  no  oae  » 
absord  as  to  suppose  this  fbr  a  mMoait  Sha 
wiU  understand  this  fldly,  as  well  without* 
threat  as  with  one.  He  hoped,  ther«for^tbit 
the  House  would  not  risk  lodng  the  biu,  V 
pertinaciously  IndstiDg  on  the  amarfniwt 
The  bill  of  the  House  was  not  so  foil  m  U» 
of  the  Senate,  and  by  insisting,  they  wwj 
only  get  into  a  squabble  with  ^e  Senate,  uA 
effect  no  good  purpose. 

Mr.  WuBTfl  swd,  that  he  was  one  <»f 
who  had  voted  to  extend  the  interdict  w 
Canada;  but  for  the  sake  of  getting  thef' 
through  the  HoDse,  he  had  ^vea  i^ldstfu' 
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ion ;   bat  he  had  rather  have  no  bill  at  all 
than  take  that  of  the  Senate ;  that  bill  leaves 
the  trade  op«n,rabJeet to disoriminating duties; 
to  this  he  aid  not  object ;  he  coosidered  it  as 
liberal  and  proper;  bnt  it  goes  farther,  and 
proposes,  after  uxe  Slst  of  December,  to  repeal 
the  discriminating  doties.   Could  gentlemen 
feel  prepared  to  go  home  and  say  to  their  oon- 
stitnenta,  we  left  the  trade,  until  the  Slst  of 
DeoembeTf  in  the  possession  of  British  vessels, 
and  after  that  period,  we  left  vessels,  trade,  and 
in  their  hands?  )lr.W.Bsidtiiathe,forone,waa 
not  content  to  leave  matters  in  saefa  a  posture. 
Bj  the  amendment,  we  propose  to  say  to  Great 
Britj^  in  a  spirit  of  manly  fhmknesa,  notin 
a  spirit  of  Iiostuity,  if  joa  accept  the  terms  we 
ofl^  you,  it  is  wdl,  bnt  if  not,  the  acts  of  1818 
and  1820  will  go  into  force.   He  trusted  the 
next  Oonoress  would  do  more  than  this.  He 
eoncloded  by  saying  that  he  was  willing  to 
abandon  hia  objection  respecting  the  Canadian 
trade,  bat  he  oould  not  consent  to  give  up  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bbtam  said,  that  his  State  was  material- 
ly interested  in  the  present  qnestion;  and  if 
the  bill  had  come  up  at  an  earner  period  of  the 
aeodoOf  he  abonld  nave  eonsiderea  it  his  doty 
to  have  gone  Into  a  more  extennve  diseasrion 
of  Uke  soqjeot  than  would  now  be  proper.  He 
rose  at  present  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  point- 
ing ont  the  inconsistency  into  which  tho  House 
would  be  betrayed  by  adopUng  the  amendment. 
He  was  willing  to  act  fdny,  bnt  he  would  also 
act  firmly.   Y^tt/a  the  Government  did  inter- 
dict the  trade  he  was  in  favor  of  making  the 
interdict  general.   The  great  m^ority  of  the 
House,  he  was  confident,  were  disposed  to 
advocate  an  interdiction  both  by  sea  and  land ; 
and  if  it  were  laid  at  all,  it  should  not  only  re- 
vive the  acta  of  1618  and  1620,  which  out  off 
the  trade  **  by  seas,"  bnt  should  extend  nniver- 
aaDy  to  every  part  of  the  Union.  If  it  was  in- 
tuoed  as  a  threat  directed  to  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  It  dioold  be  made  to  affect  her 
interests  as  much  as  poerible.  It  was  at  present 
tile  policy  of  Great  Britdn  to  revive  the  trade 
of  toe  Oanadas,  and  to  build  up  those  provinces 
as  rtvala  to  the  United  States.  The  extensive 
fortlfloatiMis  now  ereetfaig  aU  along  the  fron- 
tier, were  not  without  a  meaning;  we  proxim- 
ity ot  these  provinces  to  onr  territory  enabled 
her  to  assw  oar  trade  and  navigation  more 
effectually  through  the  Oanadas  than  through 
the  West  Indies.   She  is  evidently  about  to  try 
the  experiment  whether  she  cannot  feed  her 
Vest  India  possesions  through  her  oontinental 
provinces ;  if  she  finds  that  she  can  do  this, 
will  turn  about  and  laugh  at  oa,  and  aet 
our  interdicta  at  defiance. 

The  qnestiffli  was  then  takoi,  and  the  anuod- 
noit  agreed  to,  80  to  66. 

7^  United  Statet  and  Georgia. 

The  following  Uessage  was  received  from 
President  of  the  Umted  States: 


[H.  or  R. 

TotkeSemaU  and 

JBotm  o/R^rmmtatWu  eftht  UniitJ Statet: 

WABmaanur,  2d  Hatch,  1827. 
I  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  coiues  of 
commutdcftUons  received  yesterd^  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  from  the  Governor  of  Geor^  and  from 
Ueot.  Tlnton. 

JOHXQUIKGTASAICS. 

[The  conammieations  herewith  transmitted 
consist  of  the  letter  of  Governor  Troup,  already 
published  by  us  as  copied  from  the  Geoi^ 
papers,  and  two  letters  h-om  Lieutenant  Vinton 
to  the  War  Department,  one  of  which  trans- 
mits the  Greor^a  paper  containing  the  military 
order  of  Governor  Troup ;  and  also  the  follow- 
ing, which,  by  some  accident  or  other,  we  had 
not  before  seen :] 

Encimvz  DiPianfniT,  Oxoaoii,  ) 
MiUedffmUe,  lltk  February,  1627.  } 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Attorney  and  Solicitors  Gen- 
eral of  this  State,  !a  every  infltance  of  complaint  made 
of  the  arrest  of  any  Surveyor  engaged  in  the  surrey 
of  the  lately  ceded  Territory,  by  any  <avil  process 
mider  autlwrity  ol  the  Government  ot  tiie  United 
Sutes^  do  take  aU  neeessary  and  legal  measnrea  to 
effect  the  liberation  the  person  so  arrested,  and 
to  bring  to  justice,  either  by  indiotment  or  other* 
wise,  the  officers  or  parUes  concerned  in  such  arres- 
tation  as  offenders  against  the  laws  and  violators  of 
the  peace  and  persoad  security  of  the  pubUc  officers 
and  citizens  of  this  State ;  that  they  give  profes- 
sional advice  and  assistance  in  their  defence  against 
any  prosecution  or  action  which  may  be  institated 
against  them  as  oflBcers  in  the  service  of  the  State ; 
and  that  they  promptly  make  knoiro  to  this  De- 
partment, their  acts  and  doings  la  the  premises. 

It,  is,  moreover,  ei\joiaed  on  the  civil  magistratea 
of  this  State,  having  competent  jurisdiction  of  the 
same,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  id  inquiring  into 
the  eauses  of  every  such  arrest  or  detection  as  afore- 
said, that  the  person  may  be  dischaned  forthwith, 
if  illegally  or  ui^ustly  detained;  and  in  aflbrding 
such  redress  to  the  a^pieved  or  iiijured  party,  as, 
by  law,  he  may  be  entitled  to  recuve. 

By  the  Governor :   

£.  H.  FIERCE,  Secretary. 

iSr.  EviBBTT  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Georgia 
Controversy. 

Mr.  FoBSVTH  warmly  opposed  this  reference ; 
and,  after  some  discuamon,  moved  to  lay  the 
Message  and  doctunente  upon  the  table,  and  to 
print  uiem. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  S4,  noes  68. 

The  discossion  was  then  farther  continued 
by  Messrs.  Duttox  and  Wbight,  when  the 
Message,  &o.,  was  rrferred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  Mr.  Etkbut— eyes  68^ 
noes  41. 

Mr.  Webstbs  moved  to  poetprae  the  orders 
of  the  day,  which  precede  two  bills  granting 
certain  sections  of  land  to  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  to  aid  those  States  in  the  con- 
struction of  two  canals. 

The  motion  prev^led.  Hie  bills  were  taken 
up,  and  after  an  animated  debate,  in  which 
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Messrs.  "Webstke,  Hoffman,  IIamiltoi;,  Woods, 
GovAX,  Uaile,  and  Mbrcer,  took  part,  Mr. 
II0FFM.UI  mov&a  to  lay  the  bill  for  lUmoia  on 
■the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  ond  the  debate 
renewed  by  Messrs.  Bassett,  Mkboeb,  McDttf- 
FiK,  Webster,  Uahilton,  Minkii,  and  Buboes  ; 
when  Mr.  Bcsais  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  60,  noes  66. 

Mr.  Hatkes  now  moved  that  the  Honse  take 
a  recess  till  six  o^clock,  which  was  carried. 

At  the  evening  session,  Mr.  Storbb  mored 
that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  meet  a  similar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  its  dis- 
agreement to  tlie  second  amendment  made  by 
the  House  in  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase 
in  the  Navy — (for  increasing  the  number  of 
Dry  Docks  to  three.)  The  motion  prevailed, 
and  a  committee  of  uiree  was  ordered. 

Caml  in  Ulinoit. 

The  bill  allowing  certain  townships  of  land 
to  fdd  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  coostruction 
of  a  canal  being  again  uider  consideration — 

Mr.  MixEB  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
"with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  er- 

Sediency  of  subscribing,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
tates,  for  stock  in  the  proijosed  canal,  to  an 
amount  not' exceeding  one-third  of  the  whole; 
the  stock  to  be  paid  lor  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
lauds  on  or  near  the  route." 

Mr.  M.  avowed  bis  decided  hostility  to  the 
bill.  What  docs  it  propose  ?  said  be.  To  give 
to  tlie  Suite  of  Illinois  certain  alternate  sections 
of  land,  aloD^  the  whole  line  of  the  prc^iosed 
canal  from  Michigan  to  the  Illinoia  l^ver.  The 
first  question  that  arose  was,  what  was  the 
extent  of  this  grant?  how  much  land  did  we 
givef  Cotdd  any  gentleman  tell?  It  was 
estimated  at  about  two  hundred  thousand 
acres;  but  as  tlie  extent  of  the  line  of  the 
canal  was  indefinite,  so  the  grant  was  indefinite. 
Illinois  might  make  the  canal  only  fifty  or 
sixty  miles,  and  demand  only  two  hundred 
thousand  acres;  but  she  might  extend  the 
canal  down  the  Illinoia  along  the  wbolo  extent 
of  the  State,  and,  under  this  bill,  demand  five 
hundred  thousand,  eight  hundred  thousand,  or 
a  milHon  of  acres.  It  is,  sud  Mr.  M.,  a  strong 
objection,  to  my  mind,  thi^  the  whole  matter 
is  80  iua^nite.  If  we  ffsot,  we  ought  to 
know  precisely  what  Tliese  uncertain,  in- 
definite grants  were  exfaremely  objectionable. 
Ko  member  on  the  floor  of  the  House  conid 
tell,  within  several  hundred  thousand  acres, 
what  amount  of  land  he  was  giving. 

Again,  sir,  why  do  we  give !  We  are  told 
that  if  this  canal  be  mode,  it  will  enhance  the 
value  of  the  public  land  through  which  it  passes. 
Admitted.  If  we  give  money  towards  making 
the  canal,  we  should  know,  then,  exactly  wh^ 
we  give,  aud  all  the  public  land  would  be  en- 
hanced in  value ;  that  which  wo  propose  to  give, 
as  well  as  what  we  retain.  But  sni^ose  a  prop* 
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osition  was  made  on  this  ground,  to  give  to  thait 
State  $200,000  to  make  the  canal,  woold  then 
be  a  single  vote  in  this  House  in  favor  of  sneli 
a  proposition?  But  the  argum^t  wonld  be 
equally  strong  in  behalf  of  a  grant  of  money 
OS  of  land,  and  not  liable  to  so  many  just  olyeo- 
tions.  What  is  money?  It  is  not  valne— it 
is  the  representative  of  value.  If^nd  is  m 
valuable  at  what  it  is  vorth ;  and  if  yon  giva 
the  value,  it  matters  not  whether  in  money  or 
land.  Why  then  will  gentlemen  vote  away  the 
public  property  of  one  sort,  when  Uiey  woold 
not  of  another  i  What  is  the  value  of  this 
land?  On  the  line  of  the  canal.  Tillages^ 
towns,  and  cities,  will  grow  up ;  some  of  the 
tracts  will  be  of  great  value ;  take  it  altogether, 
it  will  not  be  an  unfair  estimate  to  put  it  at  five 
dollars  an  acre.  Suppose  the  canal  60  miles  in 
length,  and  tiie  land  given  200,000  acres :  jcm 
give  then  a  million  of  dollars  to  Illinois :  the 
canal  is  estimated  to  cost  from  600,000  to 
800,000  dollars ;  so  that  yon  make  the  canal, 
and  give  a  bounty  to  thai  State  bendea.  Who 
makes  the  canu?  Those  who  ftamish  the 
fbuds.  The  people  of  the  United  States  make 
the  canal,  and  then  they  ore  to  be  taxed  to  oD 
enduring  time  for  liberty  to  use  it  He  begged 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  there  was  no  restric- 
tion, no  limitation,  on  the  St..e  of  niioois,  as 
to  the  amount  of  tolls;  they  might  impose  tolls 
the  most  bm^ensome.  He  thought  the  matter 
had  not  been  well  considered.  There  is  no 
member  in  this  House  or  in  this  nation,  more 
ardently  the  friend  of  internal  improvcnaoitSf 
(sEud  Mr.  M.,)  than  I  am ;  bat,  I  think  the  better 
mode  to  pursue  is  to  subscribe  to  stock  in 
canals  so  that  our  expenditure  shall  be  an  ac- 
cumulating fond,  enablixig  to  to  do  more  and 
more  good  as  we  advance.  This  seems  to  me 
a  wild  waste  of  the  paUio  domain.  I  entreat 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  make  tMs  ex- 
cessive grant.  In  my  opiniMi,  it  will  bring  s 
system  of  internal  improvements  more  into 
disr^ute  than  all  the  ailments  of  its  enemies. 
Sir,  Penn^lvonia  came  this  session,  I  will  not 
say  cap  in  hand  and  with  bended  knee,  but  in 
the  most  respectful  manner,  and  asked  the 
grant  of  one  little  township  for  her  institution 
for  the  deaf-mutes — poor  dumb  mouths — they 
could  not  plead  for  themselves.  What  was 
the  answer?  "niis  petition  was  rejected — this 
request  was  refnsed ;  and  now  you  propose  to 

r've  to  Hlinob  two  hundred  thousand  acreai 
hope  the  bill  may  be  recommitted. 
After  some  ftirthar  debate — 
Mr.  UovruAx  moved  to  lay  tiie  bOl  on  the 
table. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Yakcb  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  The  question  was  then  token,  and  do- 
termined  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nay*— 

69  to  93. 

Mr.  Hails  advocated  the  grant  to  Illinois. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Meisb  was  then  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Hailk  then  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
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posing  a  similar  grant  to  each  State  in  the 
tjnion,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ments— but  the  Ohair  decided  the  motion  to 
be  ont  of  order. 

Mr.  Hatden^  moTed  to  strike  out  20,  and 
insert  10,  as  the  number  of  years  within  which 
the  canal  nitist  be  completed.  The  motion 
'was  n^atWed — ayes  69,  noes  73. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  the  question 
being,  shall  it  pass  ? 

Mr.  MoCoT  demanded  the  yeas  and  najs, 
and  they^  were  ordered  bj  the  House,  and  vtan, 
jeaa  90,  naars  67. 

8o  the  bill  yraa  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

A  rinmar  hill,  with  re^ct  to  the  Indiana 
canal,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and, 
having  been  Immediately  read  a  third  time, 
was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bbest,  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Wiokuffs 
in  the  chair,  on  the  hill  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  LoHO  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  his  two  assistants  by 
$500  each,  and  reduce  the  increase  proposed 
for  the  Postmaster  General  from  ^,000  to 
$1^0. 

The  amendment  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  passage — 

Ur.  Bakbinoer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  hnt 
the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Pe&rcb  opposed  the  bill ;  insisting  that 
the  merit  of  the  present  incumbent  was  leading 
the  House  to  an  improper  enlargement  of  the 
salary  attached  to  me  office,  fie  referred  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  performing  duties  equally 
arduous,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  $1,000 
woold  be  a  sufficient  increase. 

Mr.  OooKB  warmly  advocated  the  hill,  and 
tpoke  in  high  terms  o{  Uke  fidelity  and  industry 
of  the  officer  in  question. 

Ur.  FoasTXH  sud  a  law  wwds  on  Ibe  same 
ride;  when 

Mr.  Krimeb  warmly  opposed  the  bill,  as  did 

Mr.  Peakcb,  in  a  few  closing  remarks; 
when,  the  question  h«ng  taken,  uie  bill  was 
passed — ayes  103. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vanci, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  For- 
BTTH  in  the  ch^r,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  Captains  and  Subalterns  in 
the  Army;  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  Uiird  time,  passed,  and  retained 
to  the  Senate. 

ySr.  Sronta,  from  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
Mce,  appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Honses,  on  the  bill  for  the  gradual  im- 
provement of  the  Navy,  made  a  report,  by 
whidi  the  Joint  Conunittee  of  Conference 
recommended  that  the  fottowing  cUom  he 
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added,  by  both  Honses,  to  the  fourth  section 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Honse  he  receded  from  on  its  port :  "  and  as 
soon  as  the  said  docks  shall  be  completed, 
docks  shall  be  constructed  at thetwo remaining 
places,  surveyed  under  the  rescdntion  of  the 
22d  of  May,  1826." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received, 
stating  that  it  bad  refnsed  to  agree  to  this 
clause,  and  adhered  to  its  own  bill. 

[The  House  then  receded  from  its  amend- 
ment,  and  the  bill  was  subsequently  paned.] 

Colcnial  7htd«  BUL 

The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  to  the  Colonial  Bill, 
having  been  annonnced — 

Mr.  ToMLiMsoN  moved  that  the  House  insist 
on  its  amendment  and  ask  a  conference. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  stated  that  the  United  States 
were  obliged  to  act  with  delicacy  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  Great  Britain  has  told  ns,  in  a  sar- 
castic, if  not  an  insolent  tone,  that  so  long  as 
the  act  of  1823  remains  unrepealed,  things  shall 
remain  as  they  are.  The  committee  in  its  prop- 
ositions, has  evaded  the  question.  The  diflfer- 
ence  between  the  30th  of  September,  at  which 
time  the  committee  proposed  that  the  biU 
should  take  effect,  end  the  31st  December, 
which  is  proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
rcRfud  as  worth  cUspnting  about. 

Mr.  Webster  most  decidedly  supported  fhe 
motion  for  insisting  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill,  as  made  by  this  House,  preferring  that  tlie 
bill  should  fail  altogether,  rather  than  it  should 
pass  withont  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  said,  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  FonsTTH,)  when  he  first  addressed  the 
Chair,  insisted  there  was  no  material  dif- 
erence  between  the  bill  from  the  Senate  and 
the  amendment  of  this  House,  and  he  invoked 
you  not  to  sacrifice  the  interests  involved  in 
this  question  upon  mere  punctilio  and  form. 
Now  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  there  is  a 
material  difference  in  the  propomtions,  and  the 
comparison  resnlts  fiivorably,  in  hia  view,  to 
the  bill  fr«m  the  Senate.  It  is  difficult,  nr,  to 
acctnd  with  tito  views  of  gentlemen  who  shift 
their  ground  so  often,  and  in  so  short  a  ^e, 
and  we  must  endeavor  to  inform  ourselves, 
from  some  other  source,  of  the  true  state  of 
the  case. 

I  think,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  there  is  a  very  ma- 
terial difference  between  the  two  propositions, 
and  I  will  endeavor  in  a  few  words — for  I  *ill 
not,  at  this  late  hour,  consume  your  time  in 
discussion — ^to  give  you  the  sum  of  the  differ- 
ence. Tlie  proposition  of  the  House  contains 
specific  legislative  provisions,  of  a  retaliatory 
enaracter,  intended  to  remedy  the  oi^ust  ine- 
qnality  to  which  the  Britiah  OoTemment  has 
sutrjected  our  trade  with  her  colonies.  These 
providons  are  in  conformity  with  the  course 
and  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  sanction  of  the  country.  The 
biU  from  the  Senate^  to  my  nnderstanding, 
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makes  no  such  provisions,  but  leaves  every  thing 
et  loose  ends.  It  says  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, if  you  do  not,  within  agiven  time,  change 
yonr  doterminatton  in  relation  to  our  trade,  we 
shall  do  nothing  and  let  yoo  take  your  own 
course.  Here  is,  indeed,  an  essential  differ- 
ence. The  one  proportion  abandons  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  country,  ita  legislation,  and 
its  interests,  to  the  entire  control  of  British 
legislation,  and  the  orders  of  the  King  and  hia 
Ministers  in  council.  The  other  occupies 
American  ground,  and  seeks,  by  congressional 
enactments,  to  remedy  existing  evils.  Sir,  the 
agricultural,  grun-growing  portions  of  this 
community  have  too  much  at  the  hazard  in 
this  q^uestion  not  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  the 
great  miportance  of  this  trade,  as  affecting  the 
almost  entire  markets  for  their  surplns  pro- 
duce. But,  sir,  let  foreign  Governments  affect 
this  interest  as  they  wiU,  gentlemen  may  rest 
assured  tiie  farmers  ot  the  United  States  will 
never  abandon  their  own  country,  or  submit 
American  interests  and  American  rights  to  the 
fostering  cure  of  Great  Britun,  or  to  British 
legi&latton.  I,  for  one,  sir,  can  never  consent 
to  ^ve  iii>  the  power  of  legislating  for  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which,  under  the  constitution,  the  peo- 
ple hare  confided  to  us,  to  the  control  or  direc- 
tion of  any  foreign  power  whatever,  much  less 
to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Let  ns 
legislate  for  ourselves,  and  preserve  the  rights 
and  interests  of  tiie  people,  by  our  own  acts, 
and  not  abandon  them  to  our  enemy  and  rivaL 
I  had  mtich  rather  no  act  should  pass  on  the 
stttiject  of  this  trade,  tiuu  to  pass  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  and  I  think  sach  ii  the  soitiment 

the  people  of  the  country.  I  hope  we  shall 
insist  on  our  amendment,  and  if  we  fml  of  suc- 
cess in  that,  tltat  the  bill  from  the  Senate  will 
be  r^ected. 

Mr.  BucHAKAH  said  he  would  have  preferred 
the  bill  of  this  House  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
because  it  came  out  boldly.  But  the  commit- 
tee bad  abandoned  this  bill,  and  allowed  Great 
Britain  a  monopoly  until  the  Slst  of  December. 
He  was  willing  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
country.  He  thought  the  only  difference  was, 
whether  we  should  act  now  by  anticipation,  or 
at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress?  He  waa 
unwilUng  to  act  now  in  the  miumer  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  stnce  it  hod 
taken  this  bill.  If  Congress  should  not  act,  ho, 
for  one,  should  not  blame  the  President  for  issu- 
ing his  proclamation,  and  ordering  an  inter- 
diction. 

Mr.  WcBTS  defended  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce for  having  taken  the  bUl  from  the  Sen- 
ate, on  tiie  ground  tliat  it  was  so  ^te  in  the 
session  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  get  the 
original  bill  through.  He  was  willing  to  leave 
the  legislation  on  the  subject  till  next  Con- 
gress. The  President  had  acted  well  in  refrain- 
ing from  issuing  his  proclamation  as  Congress 
was  about  to  go  into  sesbioo,  and  in  leaving  it 
to  Coigress.  Sow  let  Onigran  act,  and  ^ve , 
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its  opinion.  "Why  should  it  not  do  so  ?  Hhj 
is  it  to  be  left  to  the  Executive  f  He  woaM 
rather  leave  the  whole  to  Congress  at  its  next 
sesnon,  than  agree  to  thia  amendmoit  of  th* 
Senate.  . 

JAi,  HoDuFFiB  s^d,  if  I  correctly  apprehend 
the  true  state  of  this  question,  as  presented  by 
the  conffictiug  views  of  the  two  Houses,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkbbtik) 
13  under  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  sup- 
posed inefficiency  of  the  bill  of  the  Senate.  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  biQ 
sent  to  us  by  the  Senate  absolutely  effects  noth- 
ing until  the  Slst  of  December  next,  and  that  we 
had  as  well  pass  no  bill  at  all  until  the  meeting 
of  the  nest  Congress.   Tlie  geoUeman  appears 
to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  very  diplo- 
matic difficulty  which  our  present  le|psIatjon  is 
intended  to  remove.  It  will  be  recolteeted  that 
the  great  obstacle  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
vented the  a^'ustment  of  thia  question  with 
England,  is  the  pretension  set  up  by  onr  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  ambiguous  phraseology  of 
the  aci  of  1823,  to  have  our  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  British  West  India  islands,  with 
no  higher  duties  than  are  levied  upon  ^milar 
merchandise  imported  into  those  islands,  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire.  The 
British  Minister  alleges  that  this  is  in  effect  to 
chum  to  have  our  own  citizens  placed  not  only 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations, 
but  on  the  footing  of  English  subjects;  and 
that  he  will  not  consent  to  negotiate  upon  the 
sul^ect,  while  such  an  absurd  mretension  re- 
mams  upon  otur  statute  book.  This  I  under- 
stand  to  have  been  the  ground  upon  which  Mr. 
Canidng  broke  off  the  negotiation  with  our 
Government ;  for  it  was  not  until  the  British 
Government  was  informed  that  a  propoatiott 
to  repeal  the  exceptionable  pretensions  set  up 
by  the  act  of  1823,  had  been  rejected  by  the 
legislative  branch  of  this  Government,  tliat  Mr. 
Canning  refused  to  continue  the  negotiation. 
Now,  sir,  the  object  of  the  hill  of  the  Senate  is 
to  do  what  we  were  prevented  from  doing  at 
the  last  session,  by  the  interference  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  which,  if  it  had  been  done,  this 
whole  difficulty  would  have  been  avoided.  The 
bill  proposes  to  renounce,  by  a  legislative  dec- 
laration, the  iudefensible  pretension  which  the 
British  Minister  seems  to  regard  as  an  insnpenir 
hie  barrier  to  negotiation,  and  which  our  own 
Government,  in  th^r  instructions  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, have  distinctiy  abandoned.  To  say,  there* 
fore,  that  the  bill  of  the  Senate  will  effect  noth- 
ing until  the  Sl&t  of  December,  appears  to  me 
to  be  an  assertion  founded  upon  a  total  miscon- 
ception of  tlie  causes  of  onr  present  difficulty. 
It  is  not  because  the  British  are  unwilling  to 
accept  the  terms  recently  offered  by  our  Gov- 
ernment through  Mr.  Gallatin ;  for  they  are  the 
very  terms  that  Government  offered  to  accept 
more  than  twelve  months  before  Mr.  Gallatin  a 
arrival  in  England.   It  is  not  because  our  Gov- 
ernment are  now  unwilling  to  grant  those 
t«ma^  for,  after  hnckatering  tar  an  unattainsf 
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ble  sfaBdow  till  th^  lost  the  Babstanoe,  tbejr 
are  nov  willing  and  anxtoiu  to  do  wbat  the^ 
groaAy  n^leoted  to  do  when  they  had  the 
power.  The  real  difficultgr,  then,  which  now 
remans  between  the  Govemmenta,  is  not  one 
affecting  the  honor  of  either,  but  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  diplomadc  etiqaette. 

The  British  Govenunent  proposed,  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  18S5,  to  place  onr  trade 
with  their  West  India  idands  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  reciprocity.  Onr  Legislature,  under  the 
ftTOwed  recommendation  of  the  Execntive  Gov- 
ernment, refused  to  meet  this  le^slative  tender 
by  a  ofHTesponcUng  act  «i  onr  {Hirt, 

The  British  Ooremment  have  cboaen  to  re- 
gard this  as  a  divespectftd  tampering  with 
their  dignity.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  1  think 
it  is  the  port  of  a  wise  Legidatnre  to  avul  itself 
of  the  very  first  occasion  to  couTinoe  the  Brit- 
ish Government  that  we  had  no  such  intention. 
A.nd,  sir,  if  the  inftaence  of  the  Administration 
shall  agfun  defeat  the  attempt  to  remove  the 
existing  obetactes,  as  present  appearances  seem 
to  indicate,  I  tmst  uie  nation  will  place  the 
responsibility  of  the  failure  upon  the  shoulders 
of  those  who  ought  to  bear  it.    The  Senate 
have  sent  to  this  Honse  a  bill  which  does 
remove  the  existing  difficulty,  in  the  least  ex- 
oeptionable  mode,  and  will  enaUe  oar  Govern- 
ment to  resume  the  negotiation  with  the  strong- 
est poadble  hopes  of  success.  The  friends  of 
Administration  in  this  House  attach  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate,  which  is 
to  have  no  effect  until  a  month  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress,  and  yet  declare  they 
would  rather  lose  the  bill  altc^ther  than  not 
have  this  amendment  incorporated  in  it !  Now, 
sir,  I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  this 
House,  decidedly  exceptionable,  t>ecaQse  it 
holds  ont  an  nnprofitable  threat  to  the  British 
Government,  which  may  prevent  them  from 
negotiaUng  or  rescinding  their  Orders  in  Cuun- 
cil,  but  certainly  can  do  no  good  before  the 
meeting  of  Coogresi.  There  is  another  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House. 
It  does  not  embrace,  in  the  interdict  it  denoun- 
ces after  the  Slst  December  next,  the  trade 
through  the  Canados.   Now,  sir,  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that,  whenever  we  do  resort  to 
a  system  of  retaliatory  prohibition,  it  ought  to 
close  up  every  avenue  turooghwluch  the  inter- 
dicted trade  may  be  carried  on.   If  the  British 
Government  perceive,  from  a  previous  legisla- 
tive dcclaretion  of  ours,  that  we  intend  to  leave 
open  ihe  Canadas,  she  will  have  all  the  induce- 
ment to  adhere  to  her  restrictive  system,  which 
the  proRpcct  of  supplying  her  islands  from  the 
United  titates,  through  that  avenue,  is  calcu- 
lated to  hold  ont   This  Is  a  contest,  not  for 
commerce,  but  for  navigation,    it,  therefore, 
the  British  Islands  shall  be  sniplied  through 
the  Canadas,  Great  Britain  will  nave  the  whole 
corrying  trade— the  very  object  of  the  contro- 
versy.   The  Senate  therefore  consider  it  im- 

Cnt  to  exclude  our  proposed  amendment 
their  Ull;  and  if  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
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minisb^ition  in  this  House  will  pertinaciously 
adhere  to  an  amendment  which  may  do  harm, 
and  can  do  no  good,  with  a  full  knowledge 
that,  by  such  adherence,  they  will  defeat  the 
hill  altogether,  then  I  presume  the  responnbil- 
ity  of  defeating  the  only  measure  which  can 
extricate  us  from  onr  diplomatic  entanglements 
will  fairly  rest,  a  second  time^  upon  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  I  trust,  su*,  the  House  will 
not  adhere  to  its  amendment,  as,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  question,  a  vote  to  adhere  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  determination  that  no  le^slative  act 
shall  be  passed  on  the  sul^ect. 

Mr.  Lutlx,  then,  after  a  few  remarks  on  the 
shortness  Of  the  time  remaining,  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

The  call  was  sust^ned  by  the  House,  and 
the  House  having  then  determined  that  the 
main  question  shaD  now  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  this  House 
insist  on  its  amendment}"  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  71,  noes  47. 

The  question  being  put  on  asking  a  confer- 
ence, Mr.  McDuFFiB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Powell  advocated  a  conference,  as  did 
also  Mr.  McDuffie,  Mr.  CufBBBLB^'0,  and  Mr. 
Tomlikson;  and  the  qaestion  being  put,  the 
conference  was  asked  n>r,  and  a  committee  of 
three  wpointed. 

Mr.  ToMuxaox*  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ferenco  on  the  Cmonial  Bill,  reported  that  the 
Conferees  of  the  two  Houses  had  been  unable 
to  agree,  and  moved  that  this  Honse  do  adhere 
to  its  amendment. 

On  tliia  motion  a  very  extensive  and  animat- 
ed debate  took  place,  which  continued  till  near 
two  o'clock. 

The  main  question  was  then  pot,  viz:  *^iU 
this  House  adhere  to  its  amendment!"  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Mcfsrs.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Bailey,  Badger, 
Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barney, 
Brent,  Barges,  Clarke,  Cocke,  Crowninshiled,  Davis, 
Dvight,  Eastman,  Evertt,  Fosdick,  Oorley,  Has* 
brouck,  Benry ,  Herriek,  Uctbmn,  Hugunin,  Bum* 
phrey,  Ingersoll,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Kidder,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  little,  Locke,  Mal- 
]&Tj,  Martindale,  Harvia  of  New  Totk,  U'&fanus, 
Meech,  Merwin  of  Conn.,  Hctcalfe,  Uiller  of  Xcv 
York,  Miner,  James  S.  Mitchell,  O'Brien,  Pcarce, 
Porter,  Powell,  Kceil,  Roas,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon, 
Sloane,  Sprague,  StowaH,  Storre,  Strong,  Swnnn, 
Teat,  Tomlioson,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Vance,  Var- 
nam,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whittemore, 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  James  Wilson,  Woods  of  Ohio, 
Wright,  Wurtfl,  Youag— 76. 

Nats. — Messrs  Ad^ims  of  Pa.,  Alexander  of  V*., 
Alexander  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Angel,  Ashley,  Barbour 
of  Va.,  Barringor,  Baylies,  Blair,  Bradley,  Bryan, 
Bnchanan,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Cary,  Claiborne, 
Conner,  Crump,  Davenport,  Dcitz,  Drayton,  Edwards 
of  Pa.,  Edwards  of  X.  C,  FindUy  of  Pa..  Fudky  of 
Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Govan,  Baiinlt<»i,  Harris, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hmes,  Houston,  Jngham,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  Krcbs,  Kremer,  Lecompte,  Livinjrston, 
Long,  Uarable.  McCoy,  UcDnffie,  lIcHatton,  Mertt 
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wether,  Miller  of  Pa..  Jobo  Mitchell,  MitcheU  of 
Ud.,  Mitchell  of  Tenu.,  Moore  of  Kt.,  Kewton,  Orr, 
Owen;  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk,  Taliaferro,  Trexvant, 
Verplanck,  Weema,  WicklifTe,  Wolfe — 65. 

So  tho  Houae  resolved  to  adhere  to  its  ameod- 
ment 

Satubdat,  March  8. 

7WiE>  to  the  speaker. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Swav,  it  was 

Seaoloed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honorable  Jobh  W.  Tatlor,  for  the 
able,  impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
hoa  presided  orcr  its  deliberations,  and  performed 
the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  tho  Chair. 

Seffitttr  tf  Debata. 

Ue.  HoDtmu  moved  (he  foUowing  resola- 

Jtuolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  sdbscribe  for  three  hundred 
topics  of  the  Register  of  the  Debates  in  Congress, 
for  the  two  hut  sessions,  published  by  Gales  and 
BcaUtn,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUois  per  volume,  and 
tJiat  he  be  anthorized  to  par  for  the  lame  oat  of 
the  contingent  Aind  of  this  Boose. 

In  flapporting  this  resolation,  Hr.  McD.  ad- 
Tcrted  to  the  necessity  for  a  vork  of  ^lis 
description,  and  its  value  in  illustrating  the  laws 
<tf  the  coantry,  hj  showing  the  motives  and  rea- 
sons which  had  inflaenced  the  Leg^slatare  in 
passing  them ;  stated  the  great  expense  inciden- 
tal to  snch  a  publication,  and  the  inability  of 
the  pnbliflhers  to  persevere  in  their  design  with- 
out aid  from  Congress,  as  the  character  and 
price  of  the  work  restrained  it  from  a  circula- 
tion proportioned  to  ita  great  public  utility. 

Mr.  Webster,  after  expressing  similar  views, 
Stated  his  belief  that  the  encouragement  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  wutild  be  insufficient,  and 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  from 
from  three  to  fire  hundred. 

Mr.  HcDmrviB  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Wbtoiit  and  Mr.  Babtlbtt  made  some 
further  observations  on  the  character  of  the 
■wtsrky  as  hitherto  executed,  and  in  support  of 
ib6  resolution  as  moditied. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  the  resolution;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Evkbett  and  Mr.  MutCEn ; 

When  the  resolntion  was  adopted. 
OfbrniMoiim  Society, 

Mr.  MiRont,  fitmi  the  Select  Oommtttee  to 
whom  were  refierred  the  memorials  of  the 
American  Oolonization  Society,  and  of  snndry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Congress  in  colonizing  the  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States  in  Africa;  together 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  States  of  Delaware 
and  Kentucky,  recommending  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  Congress  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ists, made  a  report  thereon  favorable  to  the 
views  of  the  memorialists,  but  recommending 
that  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the  next 
aesdon  of  OongresoL 
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On  a  motion  to  print  the  report,  a  desdltorr 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Fobsttv,  Kmmt 
MEB,  Stbohg,  Cambrelehg,  Mxbckb,  and  Hamil- 
ton, took  port 

Mr.  Wbemb  said  he  felt  himself  eonstrwned  to 
offer  a  word  or  two  on  tliia  subject.  He  owed 
it  to  the  honorable  cliairman,  and  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  bad  directed  him  to 
present  this  rep<n-t,  and,  as  one  cf  that  com- 
mittee, to  himself,  to  remark,  that  be  coortder- 
ed  thto,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  one  <tf  the  moat 
osual  and  unprecedented  attacks  ever  made  apea 
a  report  on  ita  presentation  to  thia  Home;  and 
he  might  be  permitted  to  add,  with  propriety, 
the  most  unwarrantable.  To  print  r^iorta 
without  being  read  was,  assuredly,  an  enry 
day  practice.  But  if  the  House,  under  existing 
ciroomstances,  was  willing  to  afford  the  time, 
the  committee  could  have  no  posmble  objcctioo 
to  have  the  report  read;  that  he  bad  beard  it 
read  twice,  and  that  ottcntively,  and  so  fiu-  as 
Judgment  went,  he  could  assnre  gentlemen  they 
would  find  it  ably  and  instructively  drawn  up, 
not  meddling  in  the  least  with  the  ri^t  of 
property  in  the  sUve,  whilst,  at  the  same  time. 
It  pointed  out  the  true  policy  as  to  what  should 
be  done  with  tiie  free  people  of  color.  A  train 
of  reasoning,  dr,  well  inlcQlated  to  prodnee 
convictions  as  desirable  as  honorable.  When 
read,  and  properly  understood,  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say,  he  hoped  and  believed  would 
be  the  means,  under  Providence,  of  indudng  the 
South  to  step  forward,and  the  North  no  lungtf 
to  hold  bock.  Ho  said  it  was  not  Iiis  intention, 
at  thisstage  of  tlie  session,  unnecessarily  to  de- 
tain the  House.  The  gentleman  last  up,  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  Spraous,)  had  measureably  saved 
him  the  necessity,  by  anticipating  him  in  some 
of  his  remarks.  The  report  ought,  and  he  trust- 
ed would  be  sustained,  now  that  it  had  been 
attacked  without  a  hearing,  consequently  the 
contents  unknown.  He  wotild  trouble  the 
House  with  no  farther  remark,  but  leave  it  to 
their  good  sense  and  Justice,  under  a  pemiasioii 
they  would  order  tho  report  to  be  printed. 

And  the  report  was  tlioi  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed—eyes 71,  noes  40. 

Georgia  and  ih«  United  Statei. 
Mr.  SvxBETT,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  two  Messages  from  the 
Freudent  of  the  United  States,  with  resolutionB 
of  the  Legislature  of  Oe^la,  and  other  doeo- 
ments,  relating  to  the  contxoveray  as  to  the 
right  to  certain  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  oocnpied  and  claimed  by 
the  Creek  Indians,  made  a  long  and  deUulea 
report  thereon,  recommending  the  adt^tion  of 
the  following  resolutions : 

1.  RetolvetL,  That  it  is  expedient  to  procure  a 
ceSHon  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  Umits  of  Georgia. 

2.  Retolved,  That,  until  a  cesnon  is  procared,  the 
laws  of  the  land,  as  set  forth  in  the  Treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, ought  to  be  maintained  by  all  necwfy 
constitutional  and  kgal  means. 

Mr.£yxBBT,  after  Bomerenuaka  onthelate- 
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&M>  of  the  period  of  th«  tewkai,  aodtbe  nnwiU- 
ingness  of  the  oommittee,  at  this  moment,  to 
engage  ta  tlie  ^scastioo,  vnless  compelled  to 
do  so  bj  a  det«mioatioa  of  others  to  debate  the 
subject,  made  a  motion  that  the  report  and 
accoiDpanyiiig  dooameots  be  printed. 

The  Clutir  thought  some  other  dispodtlon 
of  the  repcxt  most  first  be  made. 

Kr.  Powxix  moved  to  1^  the  report  on  the 
table,  and  print  it ;  but  withdrew  hu  motion  at 
tbeieoaeetof 

3Ir.  DuTTOir,  vbo  said,  as  be  did  not  oononr 
la  the  rapcnt  which  had  Jost  been  read,  he 
should  oser  an  amendment  to  it.  The  qne»- 
tiona  arising  ont  of  this  report,  (said  Mr,  D.,) 
require  for  thenr  wdation  tlie  eonMderatlon  of 
grist  constitational  and  legal  principles — an 
examination  into  the  politiral  and  territorial 
z^hta  of  Geor^  be^re  and  ance  the  adoption 
ofthe  Federal  Oonstitntion ;  and  an  inqoiry  into 
the  powers  affecting  these  politionl  and  territo- 
rial rights,  which,  under  that  instnunent,  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States.  Grave  and 
complicate  sach  invesUgations  would  be,  if  they 
were  presented  to  ns  merely  as  abstract  propo- 
sitions ;  bnt  when  the  parties  at  iasoe  are  the 
United  States  and  a  sovereign  State,  whoi  the 
BUUDtenanoe  of  the  oonflictmg  doctnnes  assert- 
ed bj  (he  Prerident,  and  bj  the  Governor  of 
Geoig^a,  m^  lead  to  the  emtdoyment  of  the 
regalar  force  isiUnst  onr  fellow-citizens,  may 
shake  the  soUd  Abrie  of  oar  Union  to  its  centre, 
and  inrolve  onr  oonntry  in  the  horrors  of  civil 
war,  it  is  difflcnlt  to  conceive  any  investiga- 
tion in  which  we  conld  be  engaged,  of  a  more 
important  and  critical  natare.  It  would  be  ia- 
combent  npon  amember  of  this  body,  before  he 
approached  their  discussion,  anxioosty  and  dis- 
passionately to  have  directed  his  mind  to  the 
en^ject,  and  after  having  done  so,  to  state  and 
support  his  opinion  resfwc^Ailly,  bnt  folly,  cao- 
didly,  and  fearlessly.  I  have,  air,  bestowed  upon 
this  report,  and  npon  the  mattov  growing  out  of 
it,  as  mnob  attfli^n  as  my  dnUes  as  a  member  of 
ue  committee,  and  as  my  other  dotaes  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Honse,  permitted,  and  I  have  arrived 
at  the  condnsions  contained  in  the  resolutions 
which  I  shall  submit  Though  it  Is  ardently  to 
be  desired,  that  tbejndgmentttf  Ccmgress  should 
be  pronounced  npon  this  controversy,  as  it  would 
doubtless  have  a  salutary  inflnenoe  in  assuaging 
the  pastions  which  have  been  excited,  yet  be- 
lieymg  that  to  be  im^cticable  at  this  ex|^ng 
period  of  the  sesdon,  I  shsll  refrain  fnnn  mak- 
ing any  observations  in  support  ^  my  reeola- 
tiixis,  unless  any  arguments  should  be  nrged  in 
&vor  of  the  report.  In  that  event,  I  sfaonld 
endeavor  to  reply  to  those  argnmenta,  and  to 
■opport  own  views  by  reasoning  and  by 
flotnoritiei.  mthont  forthar  tremsdng  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  I  bw  leave^  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  ottw  dw  foUowf  ng  nsorations  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  npon  ci  the  oomndtteek  to  be  in- 
aertsd  after  the  word  "  r^ort:" 

1.  SnolMi,  Thst  the  State  ot  Gaorda  bbmhsii 
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the  right  to  the  aoO,  sod  the  jorisdietion  over  the 
lands  within  her  limits,  wUeb  are  in  the  ooevqisDoy 
of  the  Cretk  Indians. 

a.  Jtttohtd,  That  the  SUte  of  Geotgla  baa  the 
right  to  extinguish  the  title  to  the  Unds  of  the  In- 
dians iritUn  her  Territory,  sad  to  le^alate  fiw  diem 
in  all  eases,  sotjeet  to  the  itefat  of  Congress  to 
"  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

8.  JUtolvd,  Tb^l  surreying  lauds  inUie  oceupsncy 
of  the  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  tiw  State  of 
Georgia,  and  by  the  authority  of  her  Legislature,  is 
not  an  interference  with  the  right  of  <^ngreas  to 
"regulate  conuneroe  with  the  Iiulisn  tribes.^ 

6.  Je«0lMd;  That  the  treaty  of  the  In^  Springs 
having  been  executed  and  latifled  by  the  Greelt  Ink 
diane,  end  baring  been  executed  sod  ratified  oa  the 
part  ofthe  United  States,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  and  never  baring  been  consti- 
tutionally repealed,  all  the  rights  whkAi  under  it 
were  conveyed  to  the  State  m  Geocgia  are  udnn 
pdred  at  this  time. 

S.  Bmivtd,  That  the  President  tiie  United 
States  be  requested  to  extinguish  the  eUm  which  is 
set  up  by  the  Creek  In^ans  to  the  Unds  in  thrir. 
occupancy,  hi  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  which  were  not 
comprehended  in  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

[The  question  was  then  taken  on  printing,  and 
carried  m  the  afiBrmative.1 

Mr.  EvxRiTT  moved  the  printing  of  8,000 
copiee — 6,000  also  was  moved^  and  1,000. 

The  qoestion  being  taken  on  6,000-^tbe  yeas 
were  61,  noes  57. 

A  messi^  was  received  from  the  Senate^ 
notifying  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  widt  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  has  no  further 
communications  to  make  to  Congress,  the  two 
Houses  are  about  to  dose  the  present  aesricm  bj 
an  a^ouroment. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  this  committee,  and  Ur.  Wbb- 
BTBB  and  Mr.  BAasnr  ware  named  of  the  com- 
mittee on  its  part 

The  SpsiKXB  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
Honse  as  follows  t 

Otnilmeti  of  Uu  Houtt  of  RmemntativeM  : 

It  was  with  unaffected  diffidence,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Cmgress,  that  I  entered  npon 
the  duties  of  the  distiogiiiBhed  station  to  which 
your  partiality  was  pleased  to  call  me.  For  the  fa- 
vorable estimate  you  liave  ttiis  day  expressed  of  my 
offidal  labors,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgments.  The  generous  support  which 
has  been  oniformly  given  to  the  deeiskms  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  indul^nce  which  baa  been  extended 
to  me,  in  the  discltarge  of  every  other  duty,  have 
left  on  my  hearten  impresrion  as  enduring  as  life. 

If  the  oeBlierations  of  this  Congress  hare  not  re- 
sulted in  many  acts  of  great  national  Interest,  it 
has  arisen  from  no  omisrioa  on  the  part  of  the  Bep> 
resentatives  of  tiie  peo[je  to  devote  their  time  and 
talents  to  the  pubUe  service ;  but  is  attributaUe,  in 
part,  to  the  luppy  condition  of  the  country,  which 
required  few  changes  In  its  established  policy,  sn^ 
in  part,  to  a  di^enoe  of  opinion  between  me  two 
branches  ofthe  Le^shture  in  refflrd  to  sonwmses 
ncss  of  prfnsry  inqmrtaooe. 


Fiml  Ptoetrntuyt, 
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ViKler  yont  fteteriog  care,  howeTer,  our  «BUbUah- 
IMDtg  for  delBDDa,  both  nilituy  ud  nsTsl,  ban  ad- 
Tanoed  toward!  matoiity;  the  meaiH  of  taformaUon 
and  commercial  IntereonrM  hare  been  extended ; 
the  nationat  debt  baa  been  redaced ;  and  your  beet 
•ffbrta  ban  not  been  vantbig  to  afford  protection 
and  eneonragemant  to  our  navigation  and  roanufao- 
tvraa. 

Uore  than  two  tlunuand  aobjecta,  of  i«tioiu  de- 
•eriirtion,  preaentad  for  legislation,  baT«  been  ezan^ 
Ined  and  reported  upon,  bj  the  committees  of  this 
Bouse,  wboee  Taloable  and  peraerering  labors  entitle 
them  to  public  gratitude.  Althou^  many  Impor- 
tant bHIs  are  arrested  in  their  progreaa  bj  the  ter- 
mination of  Congress,  the  industry  and  intelligence 
which  have  been  empbyed  in  maturing  them  will 
not  be  lost.  To  the  bands  of  oar  successors  we  ntaj 
•aMr  confide  the  dting  of  wliataTer  the  nation  ibw 
Mqun  to  bo  dona. 


[MucH,US7 

With  earnest  prayers  that  the  serrioes  In  wUck 
we  have  been  engaged  may  redound  to  the  gensal 
weUhre;  that  each  of  you,underthegtddaaceiif  a 
protecting  Providence,  may  meet  your  fiuniEea  and 
friends  in  nealth  and  prosperity,  and  long  eqioy  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  your  constituents ;  in  dos- 
ing the  session,!  wish  yoa  an  alfoctknatc  ftrewA 

Ifr'.'WnBTKB,  from  the  oommlttee  wptriiited 
to  vait  on  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Statei, 
reported  the  perfonnaaee<tf  that  dtrty,  and  tlut 
tbe  President  had  no  farther  oommumcatioa  to 
make  to  the  Hoose. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  nottfjing 

them  that  this  Honse  is  ready  to  acyoii™;  wlien- 
upon 

The  8nuxB  thai  •djomned  the  Honae  atm 
die. 
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TWENTIETH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 

BEOTTN  AT  THE  CITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  8,  1S27. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


HovDAT,  December  8, 1827. 

hour  of  twelye  having  arrived,  the  Hon- 
orable John  O.  Ci.lhovn,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  took  the  chair.  The  roll  of  Sen- 
mtors  having  been  called  over  bj  Hr.  Lotrie, 
the  Secretary,  it  appeared  that  every  member 
■was  in  attendance,  except  Mr.  WsBsnB,  of 
SCassachnsetts,  and  llr.  Thomas,  of  Illtnois. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to 
mch  members  as,  having  been  elected  since  the 
last  session,  now  take  their  seats  for  six  years 
from  ilie  present  time. 

On  motKm  of  "iSi.  Maoon,  the  Secretary  was 
otdered  to  wtdt  npon  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives,  and  iofinrm  them  that  a  qnomm  of  tJie 
Senate  was  present,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business.  He  retnmed,  and  reported  that  the 
House  had  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker. 

A  message  was  shortly  after  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  their  Clerk, 
annooncing  that  a  quorum  of  that  House  had 
assembled ;  that  Andrew  Stevskson,  of  Yir- 
ginia,  had  been  elected  their  Speaker,  and  that 
uiey  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Soon  after,  a  second  message  informed  the 
Senate  that  tiie  House  had  pawed  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  a  committee  be  iqipointea  by  each 
Boose,  to  wdt  on  the  President  cit  the  ITnited 
BUtea,  and  inform  him  th^  they  were  ready  to 
receive  any  oommonicadon  he  mJ^t  have  to 
make. 


•  UST  OF  UEMBEB8  OF  TOE  SEKATS. 

jra^Kc— Jolin  Cbindkr,  Albion  K.  Ptrrli. 
JTw  BampAire.—9amxuX  B«ll.  Levi  Woodbarr. 
JfixMOdkwMtt.— N>tbaiil«l  SIlabM,  Daniel  Webrt«r. 
OmMeMnA-8«uaiMl  A.  Foot,  Oavln  Tiller. 
gUgrfa  AfaMwI^SelimiUh  B.  Enfght,  Aib«r  BobUu. 
r««mi£— Dndler  ChHe,  Bontlo  a^monr. 
Jfm         Hartlii  Tu  Bonn,  Hatbaa  Banfiird. 
Km  J!>rM|r.— HabloB  Dtakenon,  Epbralm  Fitfltnaiii 
itetwyfmnUa.— Wllllun  Marlu,  Imm  D.  Baniud. 
JMotMra— LodIs  MdUne,  Hmuj  It  BUgelr. 
Xnrytamd.  Ikimiel  Biultl^B»ekMChMib«i. 


The  resolntton  was  concurred  in,  and  Uessrs. 
Ma.co.-«,  and  Smftii,  of  Maryland,  were  ^point* 
ed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  December  4. 
Mr.  Maoon,  from  the  Joint  Committee  <X 
both  Houses,  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Prea> 
ident  of  the  United  States,  reported  that  tbey 
had  done  so,  and  had  received  for  answer  that 
the  President  would  make  a  commonication, 
in  writing,  to  both  Houses,  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day. 

The  Message  was  shortly  after  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  John 
Adams,  his  private  Secretary,  and  was  read  aa 
follows : 

Mmag«      iJu  PraidmU 

Fellov-Citixena  of  the  Senate,  , 

and  of  the  Horue  of  Repre»eniative» : 
A  RZvoLUTiOM  of  the  seasons  has  nearly  been  com- 
pleted since  the  representatives  of  the  People  and 
States  of  this  Union  were  last  anembled  at  thia 
place,  to  deUberate  and  to  act  upon  the  common 
important  interests  of  their  conatitaents.  In  that 
interral,  the  neveMutnbering  eye  of  a  wise  and 
beneficent  Providence  has  continued  its  guardian 
care  over  the  welfare  of  our  beloved  country.  The 
blesdng  of  health  has  continued  generally  to  pre* 
vail  throughout  the  land.  The  blessing  of  p^uM 
with  our  brethren  of  the  human  race,  has  been 
ei^oyed  without  intemipUon ;  inteinal  qukt  has  1^ 


yirgMor-l^  W.  tainrdi.  Join  Tfltr. 
JTortt  CanttM^iOm  Bnix^  NatbanM  Ifaeoo, 
SovihOanUna.  Wmian  Smith,  Robert  T.  HafiMi 
G«orffia,—J.  McPbeiwm  Berrien,  Tbomu  W.  Oobk 
f  0nlH«ty.— BIcbard  U.  Johnaon,  John  Bowaii. 
TVnnMMe.— Juhn  H.  Eaton,  Hn^  L.  Wbito. 
Mia— WftUMU  H.  HsntooB,  Beqfamlii  BnoilM. 
XonMima.— DoalMlqw  BooUgny,  Mah  S.  MuMtoa. 
Miama^Waaam  Handricka,  Janea  NoMe. 
Mtmlmlppt.  ThOMM  H.  THUbihi,  Powhottm  Sllh. 
jnViHriar-BHaa  K.  Eaar,  Jcmb  &  ""^7111111 
.^<aft«M— naiirrChBmben,Tiniam  B.  Snf. 
JKnomtC— DoTfl  Bwtoo,  ThiniiM  B.  Bantoa. 
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onr  fellow-dtizeos  io  the  full  enjojinent  of  «U  their 
righu,  and  to  the  free  ezer^te  of  all  their  f&cuttiea 
to  pnrme  the  impulse  of  their  nature,  and  the  obli- 
ga^n  of  tbehr  doty,  in  the  improretzicDt  of  their  own 
condition.  The  prodoctiona  of  the  toil,  the  ex- 
changes  of  commerce,  the  virifying  labors  of  human 
industrj  have  combined  to  mingle  in  our  cop  a  por- 
tion of  enjoyment  as  large  and  liberal  as  the  indul- 
gence of  heaven  has  perluips  ever  granted  to  the  im- 
perfect state  of  nttn  upon  earth ;  and  as  the  purest 
of  human  felidtf  coDUSts  in  ita  participation  with 
others,  it  is  no  small  addition  to  the  sum  of  onr  na- 
tional hapmness,  at  titla  time,  that  peace  and  prosper- 
ity preVaif  to  a  degree  seldom  eiperienced  over  the 
whole  habitable  globe ;  preaeoting,  thouch  as  yet  with 
painfhl  excepUons,  a  foretaste  of  that  blessed  period 
of  promise,  when  the  lion  shall  lie  dowu  with  the 
Iamb,  and  wars  shall  be  no  more.  To  preserve,  to 
improve,  and  tojperpetuate  the  sources,  and  to  direct, 
fai  their  most  eneetiTe  channels,  the  streams  which 
contribute  to  the  poblio  weal,  Is  the  purpose  for 
which  government  was  instituted.  Objects  of  deep 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  are  con- 
stantly recurring,  to  demand  the  attention  of  the 
Federal  Legislature ;  and  they  call  with  accumulated 
interest,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  two  Houses, 
after  thdr  periodical  renovation.  To  present  to 
thetr  conrideration,  from  time  to  time,  subjects  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  nation  are  most  deeply 
Involved,  and  for  the  regulation  of  which  the  legis- 
lative will  is  alone  competent,  is  a  daty  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  to  the  performance  of  which 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Congress  is  a  period 
aminenUv  appropriate,  and  which  it  Is  now  my  pur- 
pose to  olachai^. 

Our  relations  of  friendship  with  the  other  nations 
«f  the  earth,  political  and  commercial,  have  been 
preserved  unimpaired,  and  the  opportunities  to  im- 
prove them  have  Iwen  cultivated  with  anxious  and 
unremitting  attention.  A  negotiation  upon  sub- 
jects of  high  and  delicate  interest  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Qreat  Britain,  has  terminated  in  the 
a^nstment  of  some  of  the  qoestiom  at  tsBue  upon 
satisfactory  tefnis,  and  the  postponement  of  others 
for  future  discussion  and  agreement.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  Convention  coucludcd  at  Bt.  Peters- 
burg, on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1822,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  have 
been  carried  Into  effect,  by  a  subsequent  Conven- 
tion concluded  at  London  on  the  1  Sth  of  November, 
1826,  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  at 
that  place  on  the  6th  day  of  February  laat.  A  copy 
of  the  proclamation  issued  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
March  last,  publishing  this  Convention,  is  herewith 
communicated  to  Congress.  The  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars,  therein  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  claim- 
anti  of  Indemnity  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  has  been  duly  received,  and  the  commis* 
•ion  instituted  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  second  of  March  last,  for  the  distribution  of 
the  Indemnity  to  the  persons  entitied  to  receive  It, 
are  now  in  scsrion,  and  approaching  the  consum- 
mation of  their  Ubors.  This  final  dispcml  of  one 
of  the  most  painfU  topioa  of  collision  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  not  only  affords 
an  oocariim  ofmtolatlon  to  •nmlm,  but  has  had 
the  happiest  effect  in  proDoting  a  ftlendty  dispo- 
^tion,  and  in  softening  amritiM  upon  other  ol^eots 
of  disoHsloo.  Nor  ongfat  it  to  pass  wttboul  the 
tribute  of  afr«nk  and  cordial  acknowledgment  of 


the  magnanimity  with  which  an  faooormble  latim. 
by  the  reparation  of  their  own  wrongs,  aduevos  a 
triumph  nwfo  gtoriooi  than  any  fidd  of  Uood  csk 
erer  bestow. 

The  Convoitioni  of  Sd  July,  1815,  and  of  ftOtt 
of  October,  1818,  will  expre  by  their  owa  iailn* 
tion  on  tbe  20th  of  October,  182S.  Tliese  have 
regulated  the  direct  commercial  intereoome  betweea 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  upost  tefiH  of 
the  most  perfect  reciprodty;  and  tbey  eflectcdft 
temporary  compronuse  of  the  respective  rights  aad 
claims  to  territory  westward  of  the  Kooky  Moob- 
tains.  These  arrangeiaents  have  been  cortioned 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  after  the  «s|m- 
Uon  of  the  above-mentioned  Convention ;  leaving 
each  party  the  liberty  of  terminating  thea^  by 
giving  twelve  months*  notice  to  the  other. 
radical  principle  of  all  commercial  intercontae  be- 
tween hidependent  nations,  is  the  mutual  intenat 
of  both  parties.  It  Is  the  vital  a^rit  of  trade  it- 
self; nor  can  It  be  reconciled  to  tbe  nature  of  nwi, 
or  to  the  primary  laws  of  homan  aodety,  that  any 
traffic  should  tot^  be  willin^y  poraued,  of  which 
all  the  advantages  are  on  one  ude,  and  dl  tbe  bv- 
dens  on  the  other.  Treaties  of  Commerce  ban 
been  found,  by  experience,  to  be  among  the  nwit 
effective  intrumenta  fbr  promoting  peace  end  ha>- 
mon^  between  nations  whose  Intuests,  csehidTc^ 
considered  on  either  side,  are  brought  into  freqaeat 
collision  by  competition.  In  framing  such  treaties 
it  is  the  duty  of  each  party,  not  aimply  to  urge  with 
unyielding  pertinacity  that  which  suits  bis  own  in- 
terest, but  to  concede  liberally  to  that  which  is 
adapted  to  tbe  Interest  of  the  other.  To  aocem- 
plish  this,  little  more  is  generally  required  than  a 
dmple  obaarvance  of  the  rale  of  reciprocity ;  and 
were  it  possible  fbr  the  Matesmen  one  nation,  by 
stratagem  and  management,  to  obtain  from  me 
weakness  or  ignorance  of  another,  an  overreadiiBg 
treaty,  such  a  compact  would  prove  an  ineentinto 
war  rather  than  a  bond  of  peace.  Oar  conventione 
with  Qreat  Britain  are  founded  upon  the  princtplea 
ot  rM^iffooity.  The  eommendal  inteieoniM  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  greater  In  magnitude  and 
amount  than  between  any  two  other  nations  on  the 
globe.  It  is,  for  all  purposea  of  benefit  or  advan- 
tage to  both,  as  precious,  and  In  all  probabOinr 
for  more  extensive  than  k  the  parties  were  stffl 
constituent  parte  of  one  and  the  same  nation. 
Treaties  between  inch  States,  regulating  tbe  inter- 
eoniae  of  peaoe  between  them,  and  acSnstli^  in- 
terests of  such  transcendent  importance  to  both, 
wUeb  bare  been  found,  in  *  long  experience  of 
years,  mutually  advantageoua,  showld  not  be  li^tly 
cancelled  or  discontinued.  Two  conveatkina  foe 
continuing  in  force  those  above  mentioned  hare 
been  concluded  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
tbe  two  Governments,  <m  the  dxth  of  Angust  Isat, 
and  will  be  forthwith  laid  before  tiie  Senate  for  the 
exerdse  of  their  oonatitotinud  authority  eonoendng 
them. 

In  the  ezecntion  of  tbe  Treaties  of  Peace,  ct 
November,  1782,  and  September,  178S,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  which  ter- 
minated the  War  of  our  Independence,  a  line  of 
boundary  was  drawn  as  the  demarcation  of  terri- 
tory between  the  two  countries,  extending  over 
near  twenty  degrees  of  Utitnde,  and  ian|^g  over 
seaa,  lakes,  and  mountaina,  then  ferj  impeneetij' 
explored,  and  scarcely  opened  to  the  geogwpMcsl 
knoiriedgeofthaage.  £itiieprogMiof  dwimiT 
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mod  MtUnneiit  both  parties,  rincfl  that  time, 
•event  queati<H»  of  botmdary  between  their  re- 
■peetlTO  territories  hare  arisen,  which  have  been 
found  exeeedingljr  dilBcutt  of  a^juttDMOt.  At  the 
eloae  of  the  hat  war  with  Oreat  Britwbi,  four  of 
tiiese  qoestioiu  preflsed  themselres  upon  the  eon- 
flideration  of  the  n^tiator  of  the  Treatf  of 
CHwnt,  bnt  withoat  the  means  of  concluding  a 
definitlTe  arrangement  concerning  them.  Tney 
were  referred  to  three  separate  CommimSoiis, 
oonristiiig  of  two  Commissioners,  one  appointed  \>j 
each  party,  to  examine  and  decide  upon  their  re- 
spective claims.  Id  the  event  of  this  msa^ement 
betweea  the  Commiasionera,  it  was  provided  that 
the;^  Bhotdd  make  reports  to  tfaeir  several  Govern- 
meats;  and  that  tiie  reports  should  finallj  be  re- 
ISarred  to  the  deciuon  of  a  sovereign,  the  common 
flHend  of  both.  Of  these  commisriODS,  two  have 
mSnmiy  terndnated  tbdr  sesrions  and  investlgBtfons; 
one  by  entire,  and  the  other  by  partial  agreement. 
The  ijomndssioners  of  the  fifth  article  of  toe  Treaty 
of  Olient  liave  finally  disagreed,  and  made  their 
conflicting  reports  to  their  own  governments.  But 
from  these  reports  a  great  difflctdty  has  occurred  in 
making  np  a  question  to  be  deeded  by  Uw  ArU- 
trator.  Iliis  purpose  has,  however,  been  eff^ted 
by  a  fourth  Convention,  concluded  at  London  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Governments  on 
the  S9th  of  September  last.  It  tUI  be  submhted, 
together  with  the  others,  to  ibo  eondderaticM  of 
the  Senate. 

While  these  questions  have  been  pending,  inci- 
dents have  oeentred  of  conflicting  prctemdona,  and 
of  dangerous  character  upon  the  territory  itself  in 
dispute  between  the  two  cations.  By  a  conmioo 
nnderManding  between  the  Governments  it  was 
agreed  that  no  exercise  of  exctosive  Jurisdiction  by 
either  party,  while  the  negotiation  was  pending, 
diould  change  the  state  of  the  question  of  right  to 
be  definitivety  settled.  Sucb  coUiuon  has  never- 
theless >eeeDU7  taken  place,  by  occurrences  the 
predse  ehataeter  of  which  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained. A  communication  from  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Maine,  with  aceomptmyfng  documents 
and  a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Mimster  of  Great  Britdn,  on  this  sub* 
ject,  are  now  communicated.  Ueamres  have  been 
talnn  to  aacertdn  the  state  o^he^cts  more  cor- 
rectly, by  the  employment  oP%  special  agent  to 
visit  the  spot  where  the  ^fS^  outrages  have  oc* 
enrred,  the  result  oFwhose  mqaiiks,  when  reertvedi 
wQl  be  transmitted  to  Congrras. 

While  so  many  of  the  subjects  of  high  Interest  to 
the  friendly  relations  between  ttie  two  countries 
have  been  so  far  adjusted,  it  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  their  views  reacting  the  oommereial  Inter- 
eonrse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
Ooloidal  poseesiiops  have  not  equally  approximated 
to  a  friendly  agreement. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  Sesrfon  of  Con* 
gresa,  they  were  Informed  of  the  sudden  and  unex- 
pected excluaon  by  the  British  Government,  of  ac- 
cess, m  vessels  of  the  Uoited  States,  to  all  their  colo- 

oar  OT^teStoriea.  In  the  anledt^^^KuJo^ 
iiMeh  have  tocceeded  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
wlueh,  as  it  affected  harshly  the  interests  of  the 
TFdted  States,  became  a  sutject  of  expostulation  on 
ovpart,  the  principles  npon  which  its  justification 
baa  t>eeii  ^aoed,  have  been  of  a  diversified  charac* 
ter,  H  has  bsss  at  woo  asottied  to  a  mers  reoor- 
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renoe  to  the  old,  loog-eetablisfaed  princlirie  of  colo- 
nial monopoly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  a  fbeflng  of 
resentment,  beoanse  the  oflbrs  of  an  Act  of  Pa^a* 
ment  opnting  the  cidonial  ports  npon  eertido  eon- 
^Utions,  had  not  been  graqwd  at  with  suffident  ea- 
gerness by  an  instantaneous  conformity  to  them. 
At  a  Bobsequent  period  it  has  been  intimated  that 
the  new  excludon  was  in  resentment,  because  a 
prior  Act  of  Parliament,  of  182S,  opening  certain 
colonial  ports,  under  heavy  and  bnrdoisonw  re- 
strictions, to  vessels  of  the  XTnited  States,  had  not 
been  redproeated  by  an  admission  of  British  ves- 
sels ftom  the  colonies,  and  their  cargoes,  without 
any  restriction  or  discrimination  wlMtever.  But,' 
be  the  motion  for  the  interdiction  what  it  ihay,  the 
British  Government  have  manifested  no  dispmition, 
either  by  negotiation  or  by  corresponding  legislative 
enactments,  to  recede  flrom  h,  ud  we  have  been 
given  distinctly  to  understand,  that  nettbw  of  the 
bills  which  were  under  the  condderttion  of  Con- 
gress, at  their  last  session,  would  have  been  deemed 
sufficient  In  their  concesdoos,  to  have  been  rewarded 
by  any  relaxation  firom  the  British  interdict.  It  is 
one  of  the  inconveniences  inseparably  connected 
with  the  attempts  to  a^nat  by  redprocal  legialatiou, 
interests  of  tha  nature,  that  neHhw  party  can  know 
what  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  other;  and  that, 
after  enacting  a  statute  for  the  avowed  and  dncere 
purpose  of  conciliation,  it  will  generally  be  found 
utterly  inadequate  to  the  expectations  of  tho  other 
party,  and  wiU  terminate  in  mutual  dlaappointmeot. 

The  season  of  Congress  having  tennnated  with- 
out any  act  upon  the  subject,  a  Proclamation  was 
issued,  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  conformably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  rixth  section  of  the  act  of  Ist 
March,  1823,  declaring  the  fact  that  the  trade  and 
intercourse  authorized  by  the  British  Act  of  Pariia- 
ment,  of  24th  June,  1822,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Britiidi  enumerated  colonial  ports, 
had  been,  by  the  subsequent  Acts  of  Parliament,  of 
fith  July,  1825,  and  tiie  Order  of  Coundl.  of  27th 
July.  1626,  prohibited.  The  efihct  of  this  Procla- 
mation, by  the  terms  of  the  Act  under  which  it  waa 
issued,  has  been,  that  each  and  evtry  provision  of 
the  Act  concerning  Navigation,  of  18tb  April,  1848, 
and  of  the  Act  supplementary  thereto,  of  15th  May, 
1820,  revived,  and  is  in  full  force.  Such,  then,  is 
the  present  condition  of  the  trade,  that,  useful  as 
it  is  to  both  parties,  it  can,  with  a  ringle  momentary 
exception,  be  carried  on  directiy  by  the  vessels  m 
neither.  That  exception  Itself  is  found  in  a  Procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  of  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher and  of  tiie  Vligin  islands,  inviting,  for  three 
mcmtha  frora  the  S8th  of  August  last,  the  importa- 
tion of  the  articles  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  which  constitute  their  export  portion  of  this 
trade,  in  the  veasels  of  all  uatfons.  That  period 
baring  already  expired,  the  state  of  mutual  biter* 
diction  has  again  taken  place.  The  British  Govern- 
ment have  not  only  declined  negotiation  upon  this 
fluWect,  but,  by  the  prindple  they  have  assumed 
with  reference  to  it,  have  preduded  even  the  means 
of  nwitiation.  It  becomes  not  the  self<respect  of 
the  united  Stales,  dtiwr  to  selidt  gratuitous  &vors, 
or  to  accept  as  the  grant  of  a  fivor  that  for  wUch 
an  ample  equivalent  is  exacted.  It  remains  to  be 
determined  by  the  respective  Governments,  whether 
the  trade  shall  be  opened  by  acts  of  reciprocal  leg- 
isbition.  It  is  b  the  mean  time  aatisfactoi?  t« 
know,  that,  apart  fiwm  the  hiconveaiences  resdting 
from  a  diaturbanoe  of  the  usual  channels  of  trade. 
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Vo  loM.hu  been  anvuined  hj  the  commerce,  the 
UTigation,  or  the  revenue  of  toe  United  States,  tad 
none  of  mtgnitude  is  to  be  appreheoded  from  this 
exittiDg  ftate  of  matual  interdict. 

With  the  other  maiitime  and  commercial  nations 
of  Earope,  our  iatercourte  coutinaes,  with  little  va- 
riation. Since  the  coaaation,  bv  the  Convention  of 
24th  Jane,  1822,  of  all  diaeriiDmatiiig  dntiea  apon 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  France,  in 
either  country,  our  trade  with  that  nation  baa  in- 
creased and  is  increasiog.  A  dispoaiLion  on  the 
part  of  France  baa  been  maoifeated  to  renew  that 
negotiation ;  and,  la  acceding  to  the  proposal,  we 
bare  cipresaed  the  wish  that  it  might  be  extended 
to  other  objects,  upon  which  a  good  understanding 
between  the  putiea  would  be  beneficial  to  the  in- 
terests of  both.  The  origin  of  the  poliUcal  relations 
between  the  United  StiSee  and  France,  is  coeval 
with  the  first  yesn  of  oar  independence.  Tho 
memory  of  it  is  iiiterwoven  with  tlut  of  our  arduous 
struggle  for  national  existence.  Weakened  as  it 
has  occasionatl;  been  since  that  time,  it  can  by  us 
never  be  forgotten;  and  we  ihonld  ball  with  exalta- 
tion, the  moment  which  ibonld  indicate  a  recolleo- 
Uon,  equally  friendly  In  si^rit,  on  the  part  of  France. 
X  fresh  effort  haa  been  recently  made,  by  the  Uin- 
ister  of  the  United  States  reaicUD^  at  Paris,  to  ob- 
tain a  consideration  of  the  just  cUmis  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  to  ^e  reparation  of  wrongs 
long  since  committed,  many  of  them  frankly  ftc- 
knowledgcd,  and  all  of  them  entitled,  upon  every 
principle  of  justice,  to  a  can<Ud  examination.  The 
UDposal  last  made  to  the  French  Government  has 
been  to  refer  the  subject,  which  has  formed  an  ob- 
stacle  to  this  coosideratioo.  to  the  determination  of 
a  sovereign,  the  common  friend  of  both.  To  this 
oQer  no  definite  answer  has  yet  been  received ;  but 
the  gallant  and  honorable  spirit  which  has  mt  all 
times  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  France,  will  not 
nltimately  permit  the  demands  of  Innocent  soSbrers 
to  be  exUnguished  in  the  mere  consciousness  of  the 
power  to  r^ctit  them. 

A  new  Treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, baa  been  concluded  with  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for 
their  advice  with  rmrd  to  iu  ratification.  At  a 
more  recent  date,  s  Minister  PlenipoteoUary  from 
tiie  Hanseatic  Bepublics^of  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  and 
Bremen,  has  been  received,  charged  with  a  special 
xnisnon  for  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  that  ancient  and  renowned 
League  and  the  United  Slates.  This  negotiation 
has  acoor<tingIy  been  commenced  and  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  result  of  wliiob  will,  if  successful,  be  also 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their  consideration. 

Since  the  accession  of  the  Emperor  Ificbolas  to 
the  Imperial  throne  of  all  the  Russias,  the  friendly 
dispositions  towards  the  United  Statett,  so  constant- 
ly manifested  by  his  predecessor,  have  continued 
unabated ;  and  have  been  recently  testified  by  the 
appointment  of  a  Uinister  Plenipotentiary  to  remde 
•t  this  place.  From  the  interest  uken  by  this  sov- 
ereign in  behalf  of  the  suffering  Greeks,  and  from 
the  spirit  with  which  others  of  the  great  European 
powers  are  co-operating  with  liim,  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  of  numantty  may  indulge  the  hope, 
tiiat  they  will  obtain  relief  fh>m  that  most  unequal  of 
GonSicts,  wUch  they  have  so  long  and  so  gallantly 
lustained:  that  they  will  ei^oy  the  blessing  of 
lelf-govemmeot,  which  by  their  sufferings  in  the 
^aose  of  liberty  they  hftve  richly  earned;  and  that 
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their  independenee  iriU  be  secttred  by  tbow  tfbeni 
tutitntions,  of  whieh  their  country  fnnu^ied  the 
earitest  examples  in  the  history  of  raaakiad,  aad 
which  have  consecrated  to  immortal  reraembrance 
the  very  soil  for  which  they  are  now  again  profusely 
pouring  forth  their  blood.  The  sympathies  which 
ttte  Peoide  and  Government  of  the  ITnited  Staioi 
have  so  warmly  indulged  with  their  caoee,  have 
been  acknowledged  by  thur  government,  io  aleCtsr 
of  thanks,  wbicb  I  have  received  from  their  iOtatti* 
ous  President,  a  traodation  of  which  is  now  cmd- 
muuicated  to  Congress,  the  Representatives  ai  that 
nation  to  whom  this  tribute  of  gratitude  was  in- 
tended to  be  paid,  and  to  whom  it  was  jostly  due. 

In  the  American  henu^>here,  Uie  cause  of  Free- 
dom and  Independence  has  contiuned  to  prevail; 
and  if  signalized  by  none  of  tboae  a^endid  triompfaa 
which  baid  crowned  with  ^ory  some  of  Uie  prawd- 
ing  years,  it  has  only  been  from  tbo  banishment  of 
alT  external  force  against  which  the  atruggie  had 
been  maintuned.  The  shout  of  victory  has  bees 
superseded  by  the  expulsion  of  ttie  enemy  over 
whom  it  coold  have  been  achieved.  Our  fiim^ 
wishes  and  cordial  good  will,  which  bave  constantly 
followed  the  Southern  nations  of  America  in  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  their  war  of  Independence,  are  suc- 
ceeded by  a  solicitude,  eqiully  ardent  and  cordial, 
that,  by  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  their  institntiona, 
they  may  secure  to  themselves  the  choicest  bless- 
ings of  social  order,  and  the  best  rewards  of 
ous  lilwrly.  Discldming  alike  all  right  and  all  in- 
tention of  interfering  in  those  coocerns  which  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  their  Independence  to  regulate 
as  to  them  shall  see  fit,  we  haU  with  joy  everj  iodi* 
cation  of  thdr  prosperity,  of  their  harmony,  of  tb^ 
persevering  and  inflexible  homage  to  thooe  princi- 
pies  of  freedom  and  of  equal  rights,  which  are  alone 
suited  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  Americas 
nations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  some  conceis 
that  we  have  observed  Indications  of  Intest^  diri- 
sioos  in  some  of  the  Republics  of  the  Soatb,  and  ap- 
pearances of  less  union  with  one  another,  than  we 
believe  to  be  the  interest  of  alL  Among  the  re- 
sults of  this  state  of  things  has  been  that  the  Trea- 
ties concluded  at  Panama  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  ratified  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Congress  at  Tacubaya  has  been 
indefinitely  postponed.  In  accepting  the  invita- 
tions to  be  represented  at  this  Congress,  while  a 
manifestation  was  intended  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards 
the  Southern  Republics  by  whom  it  had  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  hoped  that  it  would  furnish  an  op|)or- 
tunity  for  bringing  all  the  nationa  of  this  bemispbere 
to  the  common  acknowledgment  and  adoptitw  of 
the  principles,  in  the  regulation  of  their  Intetnationa) 
relations,  which  would  have  secured  a  lastii^  peace 
and  harmony  between  them,  and  bave  promoted 
the  cause  of  mutual  benevt^oce  throughout  the- 
globe.  But  aa  obstacles  appear  to  have  arisen  to 
the  re-assembling  of  the  Cragress,  one  of  tbe  two 
Ministers  commisaioaed  on  ue  part  of  the  United 
States  has  returned  to  the  bostHS  of  Ids  country, 
while  the  minister  charged  with  the  ordinary  mis- 
sion to  Uexico,  remains  authorised  to  attend  at  tbe 
conferences  of  tbe  Congress  wbenever  they  may  be 
resumed. 

A  hope  was  for  a  short  time  entertained,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  actoally  ngned  between  the  Gov* 
emments  of  Buenos  Ayies  and  Braiil  wonld  aqier- 
sede  all  fuitlm  occasira  fiir  those  ooDimoim  bo> 
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twe«n  b«l£g«rflnt  jmtensioiii  and  neotrml  righta, 
which  are  so  oommonly  the  rrault  of  marttfme  war, 
•Dd  which  have  nofortunatel/  disturbed  the  bar* 
Bwnir  of  the  relationi  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Bnuflian  Goremnaita^  At  thrir  kit  eeadon, 
Co&grcMwere  infonned  that  mme  of  the  naval  ofB- 
cere  of  that  emphv  had  advanced  and  practised  npoa 
principleB  in  relation  to  blockades  and  to  neutral 
Davigadon,  which  we  could  not  Banctioo,  and  which 
our  comnundera  found  it  necessary  to  rerist.  It  ap- 
pean  that  they  have  not  been  sustained  by  the  Oov- 
«nunent  of  Brazil  itself.  Some  of  the  vessels  c^i- 
tnred  under  the  aasamed  anthority  of  these  erro- 
neous principles  have  been  restored ;  and  we  trust 
that  our  Just  expectations  will  be  realized,  that  ade- 
qnate  indemnity  will  be  made  to  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  have  snffered  by  the  unwar- 
ranted captures  which  the  BraziUan  tritHUiall  them- 
selves have  pronounced  unlawfoL 

In  the  dipJomatie  discnaslons  at  Rio  de  Juwiifk 
of  these  wrongs  snataioed  by  dtixena  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  others  which  seemed  as  if  emanating 
immediately  from  that  Government  itself,  the  Charge 
d'Aflaires  of  the  United  States,  under  an  impresrion 
thai  bis  representations  in  behalf  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  his  coontrynien  were  totally  disregarded 
and  oaeleas,  deemed  it  bis  dnty,  without  waitug  for 
instructions,  to  temdnate  bis  <»BdBl  fimettons,  to  de- 
mand his  passports,  and  return  to  the  United  States. 
Thie  movement,  dictated  by  an  honest  seal  for  the 
bonor  and  interests  of  bis  country ;  moUves  whicli 
opetatcd  exclusively  upon  the  mind  of  the  officer 
who  resorted  to  it,  has  not  been  disapproved  by  me. 
The  Braxilian  Government,  however,  complained  of 
H  as  a  measure  for  which  no  adequate  intentional 
eawe  bad  been  given  by  tbem;  and  apoa  an  ex- 
plicit aannnce,  thnn^h  tb^  Cbaigd  d'Affidrei^ 
residing  here,  that  a  successor  to  the  late  Represent- 
ative of  the  United  States  near  that  Government, 
the  ai^XMntment  of  whom  they  desired,  should  be 
leceived  and  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
character,  and  that  indemnity  should  be  promptly 
made  £or  all  injuries  inflicted  on  citixens  of  the 
United  States,  or  thrir  property,  contrary  to  the 
hwa  of  nations,  a  temporary  commission  as  Cbargi 
d'AiEures  to  that  country  has  been  issued,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  entirely  restore  the  ordinary  dii^ 
matio  intercourse  between  the  two  Governments, 
and  the  ftiendly  relations  between  their  reqiective 
nadoBS. 

Tambg  from  the  momentous  conoems  of  our 
Uidon  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  to 
those  of  the  deepest  intereift  in  the  administration 
of  our  internal  affairs,  we  find  the  revenues  of  the 
present  year  corresponding  aa  nearly  as  might  be  ex- 
pected with  the  anticipations  of  the  laM,  and  pre- 
senting an  aspect  still  more  ftivorable  in  the  prom- 
ise of  the  next.  The  balance  in  the  Treasnrr  on  the 
Aim  of  January  last  was  six  milHoos  three  hundred 
and  flfty-eight  thousand  rix  hundred  and  eigbty-six 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents.  The  receipts  from  that 
day  to  the  3uth  of  September  last,  as  near  as  the  re- 
turns of  tbem  yet  received  can  show,  amount  to  riz- 
teen  mlUioos  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand 
five  hundred  and  eighty-one  doUara  and  thirty-two 
Mots.  The  receipts  of  the  present  quuter,  estima- 
ted at  tottf  millions  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand, added  to  the  above,  form  an  aggregate  of 
twenty-one  mHlionB  four  hundred  thousand  dt^lars 
«r  reedpts.  The  expenditures  of  the  year  nay  per- 
ln^MWMnttotwentytflronUttona  ihn^  hvamA 
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thousand  dollars,  presenting  a  small  excess  over  the 
reoelpta.  But  of  these  twenty-two  millions,  upwards 
of  six  have  been  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  prin< 
cipal  of  the  public  debt ;  the  wlude  amount  of  whlchf 
aj^iroaehing  seventy-four  mUUons  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  will  on  the  first  day  of  next  year  fall  short 
of  eixty-seven  millions  and  a  half.  The  balance  In 
the  Treasury  on  the  fint  of  January  next,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  exceed  five  millions  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  doUars;  a  sum  exeeeding  that  of  tha 
first  of  JannaiT,  1826,  dioogh  bUiag  short  of  thaft 
exhibited  on  the  first  of  Janoaiy  hM. 

It  was  foreseen  that  the  revenue  of  the  wesenl 
year  would  not  equal  that  of  the  last,  wUch  had  it* 
self  .been  less  than  that  of  the  next  preceding  year. 
But  the  hope  has  been  realised  which  was  enter- 
tained, that  theee  deficiencies  would  In  nowise  in- 
terrupt the  steady  operation  of  the  discharge  of  tha 
public  debt  bjr  the  annual  ten  millions  devoted  to 
tint  trt^eet  by  the  net  of  8d  March,  1817. 

The  amount  of  duties  seenred  on  mercbaodlse  im- 
ported from  the  oonunencement  of  the  year  until 
the  SOth  of  September  last,  is  twenty-one  millions  two 
hnndred  and  twenty-dx  thousand,  and  the  probable 
amount  of  that  which  will  tw  secured  during  the  re- 
mainder at  the  year.  Is  five  millions  seven  hundred 
and  seTent^-fidnr  tbwisand  dollars;  fonnioK  a  son 
total  of  twen^-oeveninllUMis.  With  the  aBowanoea 
for  drawbacks  and  contingent  defleiendee  which, 
may  occur,  Uiough  not  speoUoally  foreseen,  we  may 
safely  estimate  the  receipts  of  the  ensains  year  at 
twenty-two  mllUbna  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  t 
a  revenue  for  the  next  equd  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  present  year. 

The  deep  solicitude  fdt  by  our  citizens  <^  all 
duses  throughout  the  Union  for  th»  total  Asebarga 
of  the  public  debt,  will  apologize  fbr  the  earnestness 
wiUi  which  I  deem  It  my  duty  to  urge  this  tofde 
upon  the  oondderaUon  of  Congress;  of  recommend- 
ing to  tbem  again  the  observance  of  the  strictest 
economy  in  the  application  of  the  public  funds. 
The  depiesdon  upon  the  receipts  of  the  revenue 
which  had  eomnwneed  with  the  year  1826,  contln. 
ned  with  increased  severity  during  the  two  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year.  The  returning  ttda 
began  to  flow  wiui  the  tnird  qoarter,  and  so  &r  as 
we  can  judge  from  experience,  may  be  expected  to 
continue  tluvngh  the  coarse  of  the  ensuing  year. 
In  the  meantime,  an  aUevlation  from  the  btudcn  of 
the  publio  debtiriU  in  three  years  have  be«i  efltet* 
ed  to  the  amoimt  of  neariy  dxteen  millions,  and 
the  charge  of  annual  interest  will  have  been  reduced 
upwards  of  tme  n^on.  But  atncnig  the  maxims  of 
political  economy  which  the  steward  of  the  public 
moneya  diould  never  suRer  without  urgent  neces- 
sity to  be  transcended,  is  that  of  keeping  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  year  within  the  limits  of  its  receipts. 
The  appropriations  of  the  two  hst  years,  including 
the  yeariy  ten  millions  of  the  dnking  ftind,  havo 
each  equalled  the  promised  revenoe  of  the  ensuing 
year.  While  we  foresee  with  confidence,  that  the 
public  coffers  will  be  replenished  from  the  receipts, 
aa  fast  as  they  wUI  be  drdned  by  the  expenditures, 
equal  in  amount  to  those  of  the  current  year,  it 
should  not  be  fosvotten  that  they  could  ill  suflbr 
Uie  exhanstkn  of  mgn  dldrarsemants. 

The  oonAtion  of  the  army,  and  (rf  an  the  branches 
of  the  pubUc  service  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Secretanr  of  War,  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
from  that  officer,  and  the  documenU  with  wbidi  U 
b  iffftftTTinnlfid, 
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Duricf  tbe  eoarw  of  the  kwt  nmmer,  •  deUcb- 
■wDt  of  th«  umj  bu  beea  oieAilly  and  tacoenfiilly 
called  to  perform  their  appro prUte  duties.  At  Uu 
noment  wbea  the  eoBmiMiotierf  ^ipobtcd  for  en- 
rying  Into  •leeotiOD  eertaia  proTiaom  of  the  treaty 
of  Aogoit  l»tb,  18U,  with  nrious  tribes  of  the 
Borth-weetera  IndiaDl,  were  about  to  arrire  at  the 
appointed  place  of  ■eetlng.the  unproroked  morder 
M  aerenl  oitiaens,  and  other  acta  of  nneqtdrocal 
hoetnity*  committed  by  a  party  of  the  Winnebago 
tribe,  one  of  thoae  aaaociated  In  the  treaty,  followed 
by  indications  <^  a  uenaciog  diaraeter,  among  other 
«nbes  of  die  same  region,  rendered  neoevary  an  im- . 
■odiate  ffiqplay  of  the  defeoiire  and  protaetire  force 
ik  the  Union  in  that  qnarter.  It  was  aeMvdin^y 
eihibited  by  the  immediate  and  cooeerted  more- 
nents  of  the  Ooremora  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
e£  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  competent  UTies 
of  militia  under  their  aatbority,  with  a  corpe  of  seTeo 
bnndrad  men  of  United  States  troops  under  tlw 
etnnmand  <A  0«ieral  Atkinson,  vlio,  at  the  call  of 
Goremor  Cass,  faamediately  repaired  to  the  scene  of 
danger  from  thdr  station  at  St.  Louis.  Their  pres- 
ence dispelled  the  alarms  of  oar  fellow  dtiiens  on 
those  borders,  and  overawed  the  hoetiie  purposes  of 
the  Indians.  The  perpetrators  of  the  murders  were 
surrendered  to  the  aut)u>rity  and  operation  of  our 
kwB ;  and  every  appearance  of  purposed  hostility 
from  those  Indian  tribes  lias  subsided. 

Altlwoi^  the  ^esent  organization  of  tlw  army, 
and  the  admlnlstntion  of  Its  rarions  branches  of 
serrioe,  are,  <^>0D  the  whole,  satisfactory,  they  are 
yet  snsoeptible  of  much  improTement  in  particulan, 
some  of  which  lure  been  heretofore  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  othera  are  now 
first  presented  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  expedleney  of  jNVvidiog  for  additional  num- 
bets  ^  offleera  in  Um  two  corps  of  engineers  will,  in 
KHne  degree,  depend  upon  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  oqeou  of  national  importanoe  upon  which 
Oongrcss  may  thiolc  it  proper  tiiat  surreys  sliould 
be  made,  conformably  to  the  act  of  the  80th  of 
April,  1824.  Of  tiie  surreys  which,  before  the  last 
iMdoB  of  Congress,  liad  been  mads  imder  the  au- 
thority of  that  act,  reports  wer«  made : 

I.  Of  tlM  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  on  the 
(Siesapealte  and  Ohio  Caoal 

S.  On  the  continuance  of  the  National  Road  from 
Cumberluid  to  the  tide  waters  wi^  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

8.  Ontliecontinnati(»oftheKationaIRoadfimB 
Canton  to  Zanesrille. 

4.  On  the  iooation  of  the  National  Bead  from 
Zanesrille  to  Cdumbua. 

5.  On  the  continuation  of  the  same  road  to  the 
«eat  of  Oovemmeol  in  Hissouri, 

«.  On  a  Post  Boad  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

9.  Of  a  surrey  of  Kenne1>ee  River,  0n  part) 

8.  On  a  National  Boad  from  Wasbiugtra  to  BoC' 
fiOo. 

S.  On  the  sorrey  of  SaugatnelE  barbw  and  rirer. 

10.  On  a  canal  fhim  Lalce  Fontehartmbi  to  the 
KIssisBippi  Rirer. 

II.  On  surreys  at  Edgartown,  Newbuiyport,  and 
Hyannis  Ikarbor. 

12.  On  survey  of  L*  FldsaaM  Bay^ln  the  Totrl- 
torr  of  Michigan. 

And  reports  are  now  prepared,  and  will  be  sub- 
idttad  to  Congress: 

On  sorreys  of  tb*  Peninsula  of  Horida,  t*  ascar^ 


lain  the  praetiealnlity  of  a  caaal  to  ee—ees  tkn 
waters  of^  the  Atlastie  witii  the  Owlf  ef  HcnM^ 
acroea  that  Feninsida ;  aad  also,  ef  the  MMNry  b<K 
tweentiwBayaofliobaeandof  PenaaBOla.wiihlha 
riew  of  conneetiag  tliem  together  by  a  eaaal; 

On  surveys  (tf  a  route  tot  a  eanal  to  eo—ect  tlw 
waters  of  James  and  Oreat  Eanbawa  Bmxa ; 

On  the  sorrey  (rf*  the  Swadi  la  FamHco  Soond,  sad 
that  of  Cape  Fear,  below  the  town  of  WiUagiaa, 
in  North  Canrfina; 

On  the  surrey  of  the  Uuade  Sboab,  m  the  Tes*- 
nessee  River,  and  for  a  route  for  «  eontemplabBd 
oommunioation  between  the  Hiwaasea  and  Ctamt 
Rirers,  in  the  State  of  AlidMuaa. 

Other  reptnls  of  surreys,  upon  objects  ptdntad  sit 
by  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  of  the  last  and  pfc- 
eetfing  sessiiHis,  are  in  tlie  progress  of  prepantiaBk 
and  most  of  them  may  be  completed  before  Ae 
dose  of  this  session.  All  the  offioers  of  both  eotfa 
of  enpneets,  with  several  otba>  persona  dnly  qu^ 
ded,  bive  twen  coostanUy  employed  vfoa  these  ser- 
vices, fh>m  the  passue  of  we  act  <^  SOtk  Aptl, 
1824,  to  tUs  time.  Were  no  other  advantage  to  ae- 
cme  to  the  country  from  their  labors  than  tbe  food 
of  topographical  knowledge  wliieh  ibej  have  est 
lected  and  communicated,  that  alone  woald  have 
been  a  i»ofit  to  the  Union  more  than  adeqoate  to 
all  the  expenditures  which  have  been  deroted  to  the 
ottject ;  bat  the  appropriations  for  the  repair  and 
eontintiation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  far  tfie  eon- 
strtfBtion  6t  various  other  roads,  for  tibe  remcrr^  of 
obstructions  from  the  rivets  and  harbors,  ftor  the 
erection  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  [ders,  and  buoyi, 
and  for  the  completion  of  canals,  undertaken  by  in- 
dividual associations,  but  needing  the  aaantanee  ef 
means  and  resources  more  comprebenrfve  than  in- 
^ridnal  enterprise  «aa  eommand,  may  be  considered 
rather  as  treasures  laid  up  from  the  eontrUntkmn  ef 
the  present  age,  for  the  benefit  <rf  posterity,  than  as 
unrequited  af^ilieations  of  the  aectinng  rerenoM 
of  tlm  nation.  To  such  objects  of  permanent  im- 
provement to  the  condition  of  the  coontry,  of  real 
addition  to  the  wealth  as  well  as  to  the  eomftwt  ef 
the  people  by  whose  aothority  and  resoniees  they 
have  been  »bcted,  from  three  to  four  mBHona  oif 
the  annual  income  of  the  nation  have,  by  lasn 
enacted  at  the  three  most  recent  semiona  of  Con- 
gress, been  applied  without  intrenching  upon  the 
necessities  of  tiie  Treasury  ;  without  adding  a  <M- 
lu  to  the  taxes  or  debts  of  the  eonmiunity,  witho^ 
suspending  even  tlie  steady  and  regular  dbchaige 
of  tne  debts  contracted  in  former  days,  wludi,  witUa 
the  same  three  years,  have  been  diminished  by  the 
amount  c^neariy  sixteen  mUliona  of  dollars. 

The  same  observations  are,  in  a  great  degree,  vp- 
pticable  to  the  appropriations  made  for  fortifications 
upon  the  coasts  and  bartxmi  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  P(^nt,  and  fiw  the  rarions  olyeeta  under  the 
soperintendanoe  «f  the  DepartDMSit  of  ^  Nary. 
The  r«>ort  of  the  Seoetary  of  the  Nary,  and  tboas 
fr(»n  the  sobordin^  branches  of  berth  the  MiHtsiy 
Departments,  exhibit  to  Congress,  la  minute  detu, 
the  present  condition  of  the  publio  establiahmenls 
dependent  upon  them ;  the  execution  of  the  a^  of 
Congress  relating  to  them :  and  the  views  of  the 
fleers  engaged  in  the  serwal  btanoiiea  of  the  Mrrlsi^ 
oonoemhu  the  buiroraments  vUch  may  tend  ta 
their  parfoedon.  Tbs  fortifications  of  the  coaaM, 
and  the  gradual  Inoreaae  and  tmprovemmt  of  the 
Mary,  are  partnof  ngwat  sys>ssi«f  national  dsfenes, 
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whksh  hma  been  vpwudi  of  ten  yem  in  progreM, 
«nd  which  for  •  miim  of to  come,  will  cod* 
tinoe  to  claim  the  ooutant  ftod  perseveriDg  prot«o- 
tioa  and  BupeiintendeiiM  of  Uie  le^slative  aathor- 
itj.     Among  the  mewores  which  have  enuuiftted 
from  these  principlea,  the  act  of  the  last  aeirion  of 
Coogreaa,  for  the  gndual  imprOTement  of  the  NaTy, 
holda  a  conspicnouB  place.   The  coUectioa  of  timber 
for  the  future  const rncdoa  of  Teasels  of  war;  the 
preaerration  and  reproduction  of  the  species  of  tim- 
ber peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpose ;  the  cod- 
•truetioa  of        dooki  for  the  use  of  the  Navy;  the 
ereatioa  <^  a  marina  nUwftj  Ibr  the  repair  of  the 
pol^  ahlpa ;  and  the  improreiDalta  of  the  nary 
yarde  for  the  preKrratioa  of  the  public  property 
depointed  in  them;  have  aU  leeeiveiil  from  the  £x- 
ecnttve  the  attention  required  by  that  act,  and  will 
cODtinue  to  receire  it,  steadily  proceeding  towards 
tbeexeoutioaofalliuparposes.  Tbeesti&ishmeDt 
oC  a  KaTftl  Acadony,  nrnwdng  the  means  of  theo* 
reUe  ioatrnction  to  the  yonwi  who  devote  tbdr 
Uvea  to  the  serrico  of  their  country  upon  the  ocean, 
stiU  eoUctta  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  Prac- 
tical seamanship,  and  the  art  of  navigation,  may  be 
acquired  upon  the  cruises  of  the  sqiudrons,  which, 
from  time  to  Ume,  are  deapatdied  to  distant  seas : 
but  a  competent  knowledse,  even,  of  the  art  of  ship 
baOding,  tlbe  higher  mathematics,  and  astronomy ; 
the  Utetatnre  which  can  place  our  officers  on  a  level 
of  poGsbed  education  with  the  officers  of  other  mar» 
itime  nations ;  the  Icnowledge  of  the  laws,  municipal 
and  national,  which,  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign 
Stales  and  their  Governments,  are  conUnually  called 
into  operation;  and  above  all,  that  acquuntonce 
with  the  princi[des  of  honor  and  justice;  with  the 
higher  oUlgaticms  of  uorals,  and  of  general  laws, 
bnraan  »aA  lUviiie,  wUeh  constitnte  the  great  di»* 
ttneUon  between  the  warrior  patriot,  and  the  licensed 
robber  and  pirate ;  tbeas  can  be  systanatieally  taught 
and  eminently  acquired  only  in  a  permanent  school, 
stationed  upon  toe  shore,  and  provided  with  the 
teaebera,  the  imtmmentfl,  and  the  books  conversant 
with  and  adapted  to  the  coomnideatiui  of  the  pHn- 
dp4ea  of  theae  ratpeative  ■deaees  to  the  youthful 
and  inquiring  mind. 

The  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  ethiblta 
the  condition  of  that  Department  as  highly  satisiac- 
tory  for  the  present,  and  stitl  more  promising  for  the 
fiiture.   Its  receipts  for  the  year  endine  the  first  of 
July  last,  amounted  to  one  milUon  four  hundred  and 
■eventy-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one 
doUan,  and  exceeded  its  expenditures  by  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thotisand  dollars.    It  cannot  be  an 
ovo'wnguine  estimate  to  predict  that,  In  teas  than 
ten  years,  of  which  one-half  have  elapsed,  the  re- 
cei|As  will  have  been  more  than  .doubled.   In  the 
■eantime  a  reduced  expemSture'npon  established 
mites  has  kept  pace  with  inereassd  udUtiea  of  pub- 
Go  aeeoauMdattiKif  lod  adttttiwial  nrvieei  ban 
been  obluned  at  reduced  nt«  of  emnpenaatimi. 
within  the  last  year  the  timnsportation  of  the  mail 
In  Btasee  has  been  greatly  augmented.   The  num- 
ber of  post  offices  has  been  increased  to  seven  thou- 
nod;  and  it  may  be  anticipated  that,  while  the 
ndUties  <tf  intereourse  between  fellow  citizeni,  in 
pnwn  or  by  correspondence,  will  soon  be  carried 
ta  the  door  of  every  villager  in  the  Union,  a  yearly 
nrptna  of  revenue  wilt  acome,  which  may  be  applied 
as  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  under  the  ezercbe  of 
tbrir  eOQstitatfofial  powers,  may  devise  for  the  far- 
ttarMtabUnMntMid  lapmMMat  of  tht  pnUio 


Mads,  or  by  adding  stQI  fiirther  to  the  ftdlities  hi 
the  tranqMrtation  of  the  mails.  Of  the  indications 
of  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  conntry,  nooa 
can  be  more  plea^g  than  those  presented  by  the 
multiplying  relations  of  personal  and  intimate  inter> 
course  between  the  citizens  of  the  Union  dwelUDg 
at  the  remotest  distances  from  each  other. 

Among  the  subjects  which  have  heretofore  ooetH 
ped  the  earnest  solicitude  and  attention  of  Congres^ 
IS  the  management  and  disposal  of  that  portion  ot 
the  property  of  the  Nation  which  consists  of  the 
public  lands.  The  acqulmtion  of  them,  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  wholo  Uidon,  not  only  in  treason 
but  In  Uood,  marks  a  right  of  property  In  than 
equally  exteosive.  By  the  report  and  statements 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  now  commoidcated, 
it  appears,  that,  under  the  present  Government  of 
the  United  Sutes,  a  sum  littie  short  of  83,000,000 
dollars,  has  been  paid  from  the  common  Treasury, 
for  that  portioa  of  this  property  wUch  has  bean 
purchased  from  France  and  Bpain,  and  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  aboriginal  titles.  The  amount  of 
lands  acquired  is  near  two  hundred  and  nzty  nfl- 
lions  of  acres,  of  which,  on  the  first  of  January, 
182ft,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  millions 
of  acres  had  been  surveyed,  and  a  little  more  than 
nineteen  miHons  of  acres  had  been  sold.  The 
amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  purcbasers 
of  the  luda  sold  is  not  yet  equal  to  the  sum  paid 
fi>r  the  whole,  bat  leaves  a  small  balance  to  be  re- 
funded ;  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  have 
long  been  pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  Nation; 
a  pledge  from  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  that 
they  will  in  a  very  few  years  be  redeemed.  The 
■system  open  which  this  great  National  interest  has 
^a.  engaged,  was  the  resolt  of  long,  anxious,  and 
persevering  deUberation ;  matured  and  moiUfled  by 
the  progress  of  our  population  and  the  lessons  of 
experience.  It  has  been  hitherto  eminentiy  success- 
M.  Moro  than  nine-tenths  of  the  lands  still  remain 
the  common  property  of  the  Union,  the  appropria-  ' 
tionand  disposal  of  which  ara  sacred  trusts  in  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Of  the  lands  «dd,  a  conridentp 
ble  part  were  conveyed  under  extended  credit^ 
whicD,  in  the  vicisatudea  and  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  lands,  and  of  thdr  produce,  became  op- 
pressively burdensome  to  the  purchasers.  It  can 
never  be  the  interest  or  the  policy  of  the  Nation  to 
wring  from  its  own  citizens  the  reasonable  profits 
of  their  industry  and  enterprise,  by  holding  them 
to  the  rigorous  import  of  disastrous  engagements. 
In  March,  1821,  a  debt  of  twenty-two  millions  of 
dolUrs,  due  by  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  had' 
accumulated,  wmch  they  were  unable  to  pay.  An 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  came  to 
their  relief  and  has  been  succeeded  by  others;  tbe 
latest  being  the  act  of  the  4th  of  Hay,  1826,  tiie 
indu^g^t  provisions  of  which  exrired  on  the  4th 
ofJnlylast.  The  effect  of  these  lawa  has  been  to 
reduce  tlie  debt  from  the  purdiasers,  to  a  remain- 
ing balance  of  about  fonr  millions  uiree  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due;  more  than  thrce-fifUis  of 
which  are  for  lands  within  tbe  State  of  Alabama. 
I  recommend  to  Congress  the  revival  and  contmn- 
ance  for  a  fiirther  terai,  of  the  beneficent  accommo- 
dations to  the  poblie  debtors,  of  that  statute,  and 
submit  to  thdr  coorideration,  in  the  same  spirit  vt 
equity,  the  reiniasion,  under  proper  discriminations, 
of  tbe  forfeitures  of  partial  payments  on  account  of 
porduscs  of  the  pubQc  lands,  so  ftr  as  to  allow  vt 
tbsfar  ^Hcatloa  to  other  pajTBOrts. 
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Then  are  nriotu  otber  f aljecta  of  deep  ioterest 
to  tlus  wbote  Union,  which  uve  heratofore  been 
recommended  to  the  considentioo  of  Congress,  u 
wdl  by  my  ivedeeewors,  u,  uuder  the  im(H«8sioD 
of  the  daties  derolving  upon  me,  by  myeelf. 
Among  these  tre  the  debt,  rather  of  justice  than 
graUtude,  to  the  surviving  warriors  of  the  Bevolu- 
tionary  War;  the  extension  of  the  Judicial  Admiu* 
Istration  of  the  Federal  Government  to  those  exten- 
sive and  important  members  of  the  Union,  which, 
bavii^  risen  into  existence  since  the  orgaidstUon 
of  thfl  present  Judiciary  estabUAment,  now  consti* 
tute  at  least  ono'third  of  ita  territory,  power,  and 
|K>pi)latk>D ;  the  formation  of  a  more  effective  imd 
oniform  system  for  the  goremment  of  the  Militia, 
and  the  amelioration,  in  some  form  or  modification, 

the  divernfied  and  often  opitreseire  code  relating 
to  Insolvency.   Anddst  the  mnMpUdty  of  topics  of 

Seat  national  eonoerament  which  nay  recommend 
emselvea  to  the  calm  and  patriotic  deliberations 
of  the  I«gisUturc,  it  may  suffice  to  say,  that  on 
these  and  all  other  measures  which  may  recdve 
their  sanction,  my  hearty  co-operation  will  be 
given,  conformably  to  the  duties  enjoined  npoQ  me, 
and  under  the  sense  of  all  the  obUgatioos  preseribed 
by  the  consUtution. 

JOHN  QUIKCT  APAUS. 
Wathinffton,  Deember  4,  1827. 

Od  motion  of  Ur.  Bell,  it  was  ordered  that 
three  ttiousand  coi)ic9  of  tho  Mossage,  and  one 
thousand  five  Inindrod  copies  of  tho  documents 
accompanying  it,  bo  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Benate. 


IfoHDAT,  December  10. 

The  Annual  Beport  of  the  Seoretiu^  of  the 
T^rearary  was  communici^ect  by  tlio  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  1,600  ot^les  Uiereof  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Election  of  Seriate  Qfficm. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
its  officers  for  tlie  present  Congress,  when  the 
following  individnais  were  declared  to  bo  elect- 
ed,  and  took  the  oaths  of  thrar  re^)eotLve  of- 
fices: 

Walteh  Lommc,  Secretary. 

MonsTJOT  Batlt,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper. 

Hbioit  Timb,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  election 
of  the  Standing  Committees,  the  Sunato  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  the  chairman  and  mem- 
bers of  each  in  rotation,  and  elected  eight  com- 
mittees. 


TxjKBDAT,  December  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  gtondiug  Committeea,  and  made 
the  appointments  reqnired. 

FsmAT,  December  14^ 
Inimn\ficaHon  to  ^hrmffnen, 
Vx,  Svn^  of  lluyland,  presented  tbe  peU- 


[DBOBMnDi,  1827. 

tton  of  Robert  HiQl,  a  snl^ect  of  Great  Brit^ 
praying  for  farther  indemnification  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  ship  Union ;  whidi  was  read, 
and,  <m  the  qnestion,  whether  it  ahonld  be  re- 
ferred to  Hie  Oommittee  on  Gbdms — 

ax.  Eatoh  Bald,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
reference  of  a  petition  of  this  description,  on 
the  ground  that  the  question  inToIved  in 
could  be  settled  otherwise ;  and  that  Ponmc  m 
was  assembled  to  transact  the  bnsinese  (A  die 
dtizens  of  this  country,  and  not  that  of  for- 
eigners. If  the  Secretu7  of  State  coold  not 
settle  the  question,  he  did  not  see  how  Con- 
gress oould  do  it,  consistently  with  the  princi- 
ples by  which  it  was  generally  governed.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  reference  would  not  be 
mode. 

Ifr.  SidTir,  of  Ifaryland,  remarked  that  this 
was  a  cose  out  of  the  scope  of  the  general  mle 
to  which  the  genUeman  from  Tennessee  allud- 
ed. The  petitum  and  papers  had  been  recetTcd 
and  referred  by  the  other  House.  The  vessel 
mentioned  in  the  petition  had  been  seized,  and 
the  cargo  forfeited,  on  the  day  after  the  peacb 
And  in  awarding  the  indemiufication  at  a  for- 
mer period,  inst^  of  obtaining  the  invoice  of 
the  cargo  taken  in  at  Sumatra,  after  lesTiif 
Colcntto,  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  taken  in  St 
Calcutta  hod  been  resorted  to.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  an  indemnifioation  was  award- 
ed to  the  petitioner  for  less  in  valne  than  the 
loss  which  he  really  snstained.  Congress  wss 
now  asked  to  rectify  this  injury,  growing  en- 
trely  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he  hoped  no  obstruc- 
tion would  be  thro^ra  in  the  way  of  such  an 
oljiect. 

Mr.  Hatkx  observed,  that  he  saw  wn»  fnee 

in  the  objections  made  by  tho  gedtleman  frcn 
Tennessee.  The  petition  was  presented  hj  a 
British  subject.  That  was  not  denied.  And  to 
him  it  appeared  clear,  that  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented ofiiciolly  to  Congress;  therefore,  it 
seemed  out  of  order  for  him  to  petition  thti 
body.  Tho  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said, 
that  this  was  a  case  peculiarly  fitted  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  because  it  had  once  before 
been  passed  upon  by  Congress ;  hence  he  ar- 
gued that  it  ought  to  be  considered  again. 
as  was  stated,  justice  required  that  tliis  matter 
should  be  investigated,  there  was,  no  douU,  a 
way  in  which  it  might  be  done.  For  instance, 
any  member  might  present  a  resolution  to  that 
effect;  and  if  the. gentleman  from  Haryland 
was  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  tiie  case  at 
he,  Mr.  H.,  oould  not  possibly  be — a  resolutioa 
from  him,  that  the  Committee  of  Finance  in- 
quire into  the  merits  of  the  cMm,  would,  as  ha 
apprehended,  arrive  at  the  desired  resolL 
There  were  hot  two  ways  in  which  the  matter 
could  be  properly  settled — cither  that  the  claim 
should  come  through  the  British  Minister,  or 
should  be  settled  by  a  resolution  authorizing 
its  investigation  by  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Bbnton  was  convinced  Uiot  the  citizeu 
of  other  countries  hod  no  right  to  petition  Coo- 
gress  for  the  a^qatm^  4^  their  o&iraA,  Foc^ 
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he  contended,  that  while  oar  citizens  had  not 
the  same  right  in  England,  it  was  a  privilege 
Englishmen  had  no  right  to  claim  in  this  conn- 
try.    It  was  partial  and  nnequal.   The  right 
was  secared  in  the  constitution,  to  onr  citizens, 
to  petition  Congress,  and  it  was  an  infringe- 
ment upon  that  right  to  permit  foreigners  to 
do  so.    If  such  a  privilege  were  once  accorded, 
there  would  be  no  possibility  of  measuring  the 
ukoonveniences  which  would  arise  from  it  The 
abase  of  snch  a  privilege  would  serionsly  inter- 
fere with  the  riffhts  of  onr  own  citizens.  He 
was  aware  of  an  matance  in  which  a  Frenchman 
had  introduced  a  petition  in  the  other  House, 
which  no  American  citizen  would  have  intro- 
duced— and  he,  Mr.  B.,  having  then  reflected 
much  upon  the  efi'ect  of  such  a  practice,  came 
to  the  conclnsion  that  no  foreigner  ought  to  he 
allowed  to  petition  Congress;  that  tfaej  had 
no  right  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  privileges  of  our  own  citizens. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  rule  would  now 
be  established;  and  that,  hereafter,  foreign- 
ers would  be  restricted  to  applications  made 
thronffh  their  respective  Ministers.   On  these 
gromids  be  was  opposed  to  the  reference  ^e 
petition. 

Mr.  Kacon  add  that,  as  it  appeared  de^rable 
thiU  the  petition  should  be  examined  into,  in 
wder  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  not  an  im- 
.  proper  petition,  he  should  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table.  He  did  not  intend  hj  this  course  to 
kill  it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  could 
call  it  up  at  any  time. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


KoNDAT,  December  17. 
Eeporten  to  the  Senate, 

The  folloving  resolntion  sabmitted  ^7  Hr. 
Habsuov,  on  Friday^  was  taken  up. 

Seaolved,  That  the  Seeretary,  nuder  the  direction 
of  the  Pierident  of  the  Senate,  cause  Beats  to  be 
prepared  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  fbr 
the  accomniodatioo  of  the  Beporten  of  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Habrisoit  remarked  that,  for  introdac- 
ing  this  proposition,  he  had  hut  one  reason. 
It  was,  that  the  seats,  now  occupied  by  the  Re- 
porters, were  so  situated  that  it  was  impossible 
tar  them  to  hear  thwe  Senators  who  were  out 
of  their  view.  He  knew  that  the  difficulties 
tiw  now  labored  under  were  very  great ;  for 
be  himself  had  been  made  to  say  things  that 
he  h^  never  conceived,  which  he  readily  be- 
lieved arose  from  the  impossibility  that  the  Ee- 
porters  oonld  catch  distinctly  what  jtaeaeA  in 
the  body  of  the  Senate.  It  mnst  be  perfectly 
obnons  to  all,  that,  as  the  seats  of  the  Senators 
jew  now  arranged,  this  difficulty  mnst  exist. 
Jror  his  own  part,  he  had  never  experienced  any 
taeonvMiience  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
•^fwere  formerly  arranged,  but  this  was 
*  ffr™*  arising  out  of  the  recent  change^ 
vtuch  he  wkbed  to  see  removed.  If  Uie 
irer«  intenited  la  knowing  what 


passed  in  the  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that 
it  should  be  reported,  it  was  highly  desirablQ 
that  it  shonld  be  correctly  report^l. 

Mr.  JoHifsoN,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ; 
and  was  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  now  ex- 
perienced by  the  Beporters.  He  had  seen  some 
of  the  effects  of  the  difficulty  they  had  in  hear- 
ing— as  his  Aiend  from  lUBBonri  had  been  re- 
ported, in  one  of  tlie  papery  to  have  introduced 
a  bill  for  a  still  further  rednction  ot  onr  Uttie 
army  of  6,000  men,  when,  in  reality,  be  had 
only  brought  in  a  bill  to  explain  a  previous  act, 
making  that  reduction;  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  interests 
seemed  likely  to  be  affected.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Reporters,  under  present  circnm- 
stances,  to  give  the  proceedings  more  correctly 
than  they  did ;  and  he  hopM  they  would  he 
so  placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  their  du- 
ties more  satisfactorily.  • 

The  Chair  observed,  that  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  Midnt^  (Mr.  Chandlxb,)  that 
the  floor  would  not  be  the  most  dibble  sitna- 
tioBy  wonld  be  answered  strikiwc  out  the 
words  "  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Ohamber," 
which  would  leave  the  location  of  the  seats  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  and  Secretary. 

Mr.  Uabbison  expressed  his  acquiescence  in 
the  suj^stton. 

The  resolnticoi,  as  mo^ed,  was  adopted. 


Ttjbsday,  December  18, 
School  Lands  in  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nohls,  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Indiana  to  wll  the  lan^  hereto- 
fore appropriated  to  the  use  ctf  sdioote  in  that 
State,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Barton  disapproved  of  the  practice, 
which  seemed  to  be  gradually  becoming  gene- 
ral, for  States  to  sell  out  the  lands  appropriated 
for  speciflo  objects,  although  he  allowed  that, 
in  the  present  case,  the  qnanUty  of  land  was 
small.  Hie  practice,  he  believed,  had  hera 
commenced  by  Ohio ;  bnt  Ohu>  was  difi^ntiy 
situated  frora  the  otjier  western  States,  In 
the  year  1802,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause 
in  the  compact,  in  relation  to  reserves  of  land 
for  schools,  which  vested  the  86th  section  in 
the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  passed  in 
Confess,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in 
the  Legislature,  and,  consequently,  gave  it  a 
ri^ht  to  sell  them.  He  supposed  that  Ohio 
might  have  sold  these  lands,  without  applying 
to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  not  so  witli 
the  other  States.  They  bad  not  objected  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  lands  had  hem  appro- 
priated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was^  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  all  the  townships  must  be  consulted, 
and  give  their  consent,  before  the  lands  could 
be  disposed  of.  A  glance  at  the  geogruihioal 
map  of  those  States  would  convince  the  Senate 
tbat  no  satisfiwt^  measure  ODold  be  taken  on 
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that  bead.  A  great  nnraber  of  the  townsfaipL 
it  would  be  perceiTed,  were  not  now  inhabited 
Bt  all.  His  otdection,  therefore,  was,  that  it 
was  impoBubte  for  the  sale  to  be  made  fiairlr  in 
relation  to  the  most  of  those  townships,  which 
were  at  present  merely  nominaL  If  the  Lefps- 
latnre  wonld  provide  against  any  i^tnre  diffi- 
culties arinng  out  of  the  sale,  there  might  be 
no  impropriety  in  paaring  the  bill ;  and  if  the 
Sraate  was  wUling  to  trust  the  Leq^sUtore,  bo 
be  it.  He  had,  however,  been  iofonned  by  the 
member  from  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  was 
formeriy  passed  in  Congress,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, in  relation  tothAt  State,  all  the  townships 
had  not  been  willing  to  Moede  to  the  diq>osal 
of  the  lands. 

Hr.  NoBUE  s^d  that  be  should  regret  if  the 
Senate  withheld  from  the  State  of  Indiana  that 
which  they  had  granted  to  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Alabama.  That  the  Legislature  of  Indi- 
ana had,  bytheir  resolution,  instructed  him, 
with  others,  to  adc  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  rim- 
liar  to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.  If  gen- 
tiemen  will  torn  their  attention  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  April  19, 1816,  in  relation  to  the 
School  Lands  m  qaestion,  they  will  find  that 
the  section  nmnbered  rizteen,  in  every  town- 
ship, and,  wboi  snob  section  had  been  sold, 
other  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  district  for  the  use  of 
Schools.  The  fact  of  the  Le^dature  applying 
to  Congress  for  permission  to  sell  the  lands,  ia 
an  evidence  that  they  are  not  productive,  and 
the  information  is  derived  from  the  members  of 
the  Le^ature.  The  bill  is  sufficiently  guarded. 
The  power  to  sell  the  lands,  and  to  invest  the 
money  in  some  productive  fund,  which  is  to  be 
applied  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  towndips, 
solely,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  can  never  be 
dme  without  the  ouuent  of  the  inhabitanta  of 
the  township.  Vr.  N.  taii  he  thought  the 
innithnnan  man.  Missouri  might  be  mistaken — 
that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Legidature 
would  never  sell  the  land  in  townships  inhab- 
ited, or  partially  so;  their  object  would  be, 
when  they  brought  it  into  market, 'to  obtfun 
the  best  price  possible,  and  never  to  sell  it  for 
the  minimum  price ;  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
fund  becoming  productive,  so  would  education 
flourish.  The  reason  to  him  was  clear.  To 
sell  the  land  as  wild  lands,  for  less  than  the 
muiimnm  price,  would  be  folly  ;  and  to  offer  it 
for  sale  in  a  township  uninhabited,  could  not 
be  expected,  because  the  competition  wonld  be 
too  great  as  the  aeotion  of  hmd  would  be  sur- 
Toanded  by  lands  superior  in  quality^  belongiiig 
to  Government,  ana  always  in  market.  The 
sole  olfjeet  of  the  L^dature  woald  be  to  pro- 
tect the  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  townships  by  the  consent  of  each, 
and  to  sell  only  in  the  portions  of  the  country 
that  was  strongly  inhabited.  It  has  happened 
that,  in  some  instances,  those  who  have  leased 
the  school  lands,  have  rendered  them  unpro- 
ductive, instead  of  productive,  by  cutting  and 
disposing  of  the  timber,  selling  and  disposing 


of  the  stone.  There  had  been  iiMtaae«a  tiitf 
■chocd  lands  were  the  place  of  reeort  for  tsW 
and  stone,  by  Uiose  who  had  no  lease. 

The  bill  was  ordared  to  be  engniMed  tat  i 
third  reading. 

TttuBBDAT,  December  20. 
ThePtibUe  land*. 

Kr.  HgMiHiop  mbniitted       tdBowiag  m- 

olotira: 

ilMolMd;  That  the  Committee  on  the  PoUktaaA 
be  butmeted  to  Inqoire  into  tbe  expediency  of  ee* 
ing  and  reHnqtddtiDg,  ia  tii&  pretierty,  tbe  piAlB 
lands,  witUn  the  limiu  of  the  new  GcataBt  ta  Oe  Bm> 
end  Sutes  in  irbich  they  lie. 

Mr.  Hkjjdhicks  sud,  that^  in  offering  this  res- 
olution, it  was,  perhaps,  proper  for  him  to  mab 
a  few  remarks.  It  wonld  be  recollected  that, 
at  the  last  session,  in  the  form  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  proposing  to  graduate  the  priee 
of  the  public  hmds,  he  had  offered  tbe  sane 
proporition,  though  in  another  form.  The 
proportion  of  last  sesrion  was  one  to  -wioA 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  wy 
much  directed.  It  was  oonadered  a  nora 
proportion,  a  bold  one,  and  there  ia  little  dodi 
that,  by  many  accustomed  to  look  to  tiie  pnb- 
lic  lands  as  a  sonrce  of  revenue,  more  fanpoi^ 
tant  than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  or  pronnis 
hereafter  to  bCjit  was  deemed  an  nnreasontbla 
proposition.  Tlie  bill  and  the  ameDdmoit 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  having  received  t 
very  partial  examination,  and,  for  want  of  time, 
were  permitted  there  to  rest,  without  discus- 
sion,  till  the  close  of  the  sesrion. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  state  of 
things,  and  that  a  full  discussion  of  the  piisei- 
ples  contained  in  the  proposition  miofat  be  had 
at  the  present  sesrion,  he  bad,  at  thu  early  pe- 
riod, presented  it  to  tbe  Senate.  The  1HU  tft 
graduate  the  prue  of  the  public  lands  irodd 
agun  be  intnraoced,  and,  in  all  probability,  be 
agfdn  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  fStfalie 
I^^,  To  this  committee  he  wished  to  have 
this  subject  also  referred.  The  Senate  would 
then  have  the  aid  of  their  examinations  and  re- 
port, and  be  the  better  prepared  for  a  vote 
upon  the  question. 

Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  BOTereigii^t 
fi-eedoro,  and  independence  of  tiie  new  Sites 
weremuch  impaired,  and  that  theireqnality  with 
the  old  States  was  entirely  taken  away  by  the 
present  condition  of  the  public  lands,  aa  the 
representative  <^  a  new  State  he  could  not  hit 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  tbe  propodtioaa,  and  bs 
^  believe  that,  vhen  the  snlrfect  abonid 
fblly  oanraiaed  by  tbe  Senate,  the  constitntkB- 
al  argument,  and  the  question  of  expedient, 
wonld  alike  preponderate  in  &vor  of  the  new 
States,  and  strongly  admoidsh  of  the  proprirtf 
of  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  public  lands  to 
tbe  several  States  in  which  they  lie.  He  hfr 
lieved  that  the  Fedwal  Government  bad  no 
constitDtiraial  power  to  hold  the  soil  of  the 
BtatM^  «ioe^  fir  tbe  apeeU  pwpona  dflri^ 
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ted  hj  the  oonstitntioii,  snoh  as  the  orecUon  of 
forte,  magudues,  anensla,  dook-yards,  and  other 
needful  bnildingB,  and  evea  for  Uus  paipoae,  the 
oonaent  of  the  Legislatarea  of  the  States  was 
necessary,  by  the  express  laogoage  oi  the  coa- 
stitotion. 

He  was  ireU  aware  that  the  cessions  from 
the  States,  and  the  pledge  that  the  proceeds 
ahonld  be  i^tplied  to  the  ptjmeai  (tf  the  na* 
tional  debt,  were  nsoaJlIr  resorted  to  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  Qen«al  GoTenunoit  to  hold  tb» 
lands  in  the  States ;  bnt  these  anthcuities,  con- 
nected with  the  histt^  of  the  times,  which 
show  the  iutentionB  and  views  of  the  actors  of 
that  day,  instead  of  showing  the  right  of  this 
Government,  n%ht,  in  his  opinion,  be  safely 
relied  on  to  sostaia  a  contrary  poution.  It 
sorely  was  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  of 
the  States,  ceding  waste  and  ou^propriated 
lands  to  the  Union,  that  the  new  States  to  be 
formed  should  be  received  into  the  Union  as 
aovereisn  and  independent  States,  and  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever ;  and  nothing  conld  be  more 
dear  than  that  thia  was  titis  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  orasUtation.  To  maintfua  the 
equality  of  the  States,  it  had  even  extended 
favors  to  the  small  States.   It  had,  in  some  de- 
gree, balanced  numbers  in  the  large  States, 
with  political  power  in  the  small  States.  The 
eqoalitjr  of  the  representation  in  the  Senate, 
was  an  instance  of  this.  To  Senators  who  hold 
to  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  who  deny 
to  the  Federal  Goremment  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed,  he  might  safely  appeal.  To 
those  wlio  deny  the  power  of  Oongress  to  in- 
terfere with  the  sacred  soil  of  a  Sute,  so  far 
only  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  location  of 
a  road  or  canal,  he  might  speak  with  the  great- 
est confidence.       according  to  their  doctrine, 
Congress  cannot  thns  temporarily  occupy  a 
smafi  portion  of  the  soil  of  a  State,  snrely  they 
Voola  agree  with  him  in  saying  that  Congress 
cannot  permanenUy  hold,  in  full  property,  the 
entire  smI  of  the  new  States. 

If^  then,  the  oonstitaUonal  argument  should 
be  with  him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
become  or  to  rem^n,  the  lord  of  the  soil  of  the 
new  States,  no  one  woold  contend  that  the 
compacts  onght  to  be  binding ;  for,  if  they  are 
not  based  on  the  constitatioa,  they  impose  no 
oUiffation  on  the  States.  But,  if  even  based 
on  the  constitntioD,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Mw  States,  on  the  principle  of  free  agency,  to 
make  them,  or  to  rofkise  to  make  them.  If  the 
new  States  had  refiised  to  mdce  them,  titien  the 
ol^eota  att^ed  by  them  woold  have  been  de- 
feated. And  what  were  those  olyects  f  That 
the  new  States  should  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  And  if  this  object 
had  not  been  attained  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, would  not  the  converse  of  the  proposi- 
tion have  been  the  consequence  f  Would  not 
the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
Bsw  States  might  have  interfered  with  the  pri- 
nuiy  diq^oul  of  the  adit  Here  it  w:onld,  no 


doubt,  he  said,  that  the  new  States,  refusing  to 
enter  into  these  compacts,  could  have  been  kept 
out  of  the  Union.  But  this^was  ground  unten- 
able ;  for  the  new  States  were,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  goaranteed  admission  into  the 
Union,  with  a  population  of  60,000,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  a3X  respects. 

Ifr.  H.  Bud,  that  arguments  of  expediency, 
almost  innnmerable,  might  be  urged  in  the 
present  oaae.  It  setuned  to  him  that  whenevw 
the  snlflect  shonld  be  ftaUy  ezandned,  it  woold 
appear  that  an  estimate  had  heretofore  been 
put  upon  th»  public  lauds,  far  above  Uieir  real 
valne.  The  public  lauds  had  been  in  market 
upwards  of  forty  years,  and  the  whole  receipts 
into  the  Treasnry  had  been  about  thirty-ux 
millions.  We  had  now  in  market  more  than 
one  hundred  milions  of  acres,  and  for  the  last 
years  the  receipts  had  frequently  been  below  a 
million,  while  the  whole  revenue  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  those  years,  had  ranged  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  millions.  This  view  would  show 
how  small  is  the  portion  of  our  whole  revenue 
derived  from  the  pnbUo  lands.  This  million,  if 
indispensable  to  the  Dreasory,  oonld  easily  be 
supplied  in  some  other  way.  It  could  be  lidd 
on  other  objects  of  taxation,  which  woold 
neither  be  seen  nor  felt,  and  the  new  States 
would  rise  to  a  level  of  equality  with  the  old 
Statea.  The  new  States  would  uien  be  relieved 
from  what  he  considored  an  nneonstitntional 
and  dangerous  dependence  on  the  old  Stirtea 
and  on  the  Union. 


MoNDXT,  December  81. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  oer- 
taia  bond  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  sectmd 

time. 

Ur.  Ohahdleb  proposed  some  qneslaons  in 
relation  to  the  biU :  Whereupon, 

itr.  BuBBr  made  some  additional  ex|^ana> 
tions,  from  whioh  it  wpeared  that  the  negroes 
(89  in  number)  referrea  to  in  the  Ull,  were  part 
of  a  cargo  of  negroes  fbond  oa  board  a  Span- 
ish vessel  which  was  captured  by  a  revenne 
cutter  of  the  United  States,  sent  into  Savannah, 
and  libelled  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  slave 
acts  of  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Consul 
set  up  a  claim  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the 
property  of  Spanish  subjects.  The  Portugoese 
consul  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf  of  certain  sub- 
jects of  Portugal ;  and  the  captain  of  a  priva- 
teer, sfuling  under  a  South  American  fl^  ad- 
vanced another  daim.  Upon  investigation,  it 
was  found  that  the  negroes  had  been  plundered 
from  aevrnl  Spaniih  and  Fatwneae  sh^  by 
a  South  Ameman  ^vateer.  The  suits  ^w- 
ing  out  of  these  olauns  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States,  and,  after 
the  lapse  <tf  «ght  years,  were  finally  decided 
by  the  Supr«ne  Court,  at  the  last  term.  The 
Portuguese  dum  was  rejected  because  no  own- 
ers appeared ;  and  the  Spanish  claim  was  re- 
duced in  amount  to  tliirty-nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  give  bwd,  with 
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•ecority,  for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from 
the  Uoited  States.  The  other  portion  of  the 
n^roea  was  sent  io  Liberia  at  the  expense  of 
the  GoTenuaent.  Meanwhile,  the  negroes  ad> 
jodicated  to  the  Spanish  claimants  had  formed 
ties  in  this  ooontiy,  and  were  nnwiUiog  to  be 
oanied  to  the  West  Indiea  The  petitioner, 
from  motives  of  homanity  alcme,  purchased 
tiiem  from  the  Spanish  owners,  for  the  sum  of 
$1,S00.  He  had  also  paid  for  salvage  $4,600, 
to  Marshals  |6,000,  ana  to  the  proctors  in  the 
different courtshetweeen$2,000and $8,000;  the 
awregate  amonnt  being  greater  ttian  the  value 
ofthe  slaves.  The  petitioner  had  alao  ofiered 
the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Society,  for 
transportation  to  Liberia,  bnt  the  fiinds  of  the 
Society  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  the  offer. 
The  petitioner  now,  therefore,  prayed  that  the 
bond  given  for  the  removal  of  the  slaves  from 
the  United  States  may  be  cancelled,  in  order 
that  lliey  may  remain  in  a  state  initiated 
davery  in  Georg^  where  they  are  veil  treat- 
edfSnd  content. 

The  bill  was  then  ordmd  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Fbidat,  Janoary  11,  1828. 
CaAaiDia  Jftuiffatum  Comipamy. 

Mr.  Yak  Bcbbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ala- 
bama, incorporating  the  Cahawba  Navigation 
Onnpany,  withont  amendment 

Mr.  Kino  remarked,  that,  in  explanation  of 
this  Ull,  he  would  merely  sa^,  that  the  Legis- 
latore  w  this  State,  oonndering  it  incnmbent 
on  tliem  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress — in 
which  he  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  agree  with  them — 
to  improve  the  waters  within  its  limits;,  had 
instmcted  him  to  introduce  this  bill.  The  wa- 
ters of  the  Cahawba  were  not  now  navigable, 
and  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  obstruc- 
tions in  that  stream  should  be  removed.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  to  raise  a  toll  upon  the 
navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expense. 

Mr.  Cbaitdub  said  Uiat  he  did  not  know 
upon  what  ground  the  consent  of  Coogrees  was 
asked. 

Mr.  Eiso  farther  explained^  that  the  Cahaw- 
ba was  a  small  stream  running  through  Ala- 
bama, the  narifi^ition  of  which  was  necessary 
to  enable  the  dtuens  of  that  State  to  transport 
their  cotton  to  market,  and  bring  back  the 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State 
wished  to  know  whether  they  had  a  right  to 
levy  a  toll  for  the  improvement  of  this  stream, 
and  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congrese  to  the  en- 
terorise. 

Mr.  Van  Busbv  said  that  the  same  biU  passed 
the  Senate  last  year,  bat  did  not  pass  the  House. 
It  involved  no  new  principle.  The  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  the  new  States 
had  restricted  the  latter  from  levying  tolb  on 
the  atreami  within  th^  limitsj  and  it  hod 
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been  onstomaiy,  from  time  to  time,  to  gire 
assent  of  Congress  to  the  collection  of  a.  tofl  oa 
waters  not  previously  navigtUtle,  to  defray  A» 
expense  of  the  improvement    their  naTigadoa 
The  bill  was  thrai  ordered  to  be  aigroiMcd. 


Tuesday,  January  22. 
Lieutmantt  in  ihs  Kavy. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  lieatmanti  ia 
the  Navy  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Maooit  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  tins 
to  increase  the  ezpenditore  the  GoTemme^ 
as,  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  lie  resided, 
money  was  never  scarcer,  nor  times  harder, 
than  now.  He  had  observed,  that  it  was  al- 
ways a  good  time  to  raise  compeneaticna,  M 
never  a  good  time  to  reduce  them. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Be&,  Benbn, 
Boaligny,  Branch,  Chambers,  Cbue,  Eaum,  Ub, 
Foot,' Harrison,  Havne,  JohoaOD  of  Ey.,  JcAiutoa  ti 
Lou.,  Kane,  King,  McLsne,  Utrka,  NoUe,  IU1M7, 
Robbios,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Slsbee,  Smith  of  JUit- 
liuid,T;ler,  White,  Willey— 29. 

Kats. — Uessra  Bateman,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker 
son,  Hendricks,  Macon,  Parris,  Ruffes,  Seymoar, 
Smith  of  South  CaroUna,  Thomas,  WilUains,Weoi> 
bury— IS. 


MoNOAT,  Jannary  28. 
Surviting  Qffieen  ^  the  £evol«tvnt. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  conMderation  ofthe 
bill  providing  for  certain  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolution :  the  following  motion  of  lb. 
Parbib  being  under  consideration : 

Rtaolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  which  reported  it,  vith  inatructiooi  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  every  officer,  noD-c«B- 
missioned  officer,  and  private  B<^er,  who  served  in 
the  revolutionary  army,  and  who  was  entlUed  to  pay 
from  the  Continental  Treasary,  for  the  service  by 
liim  actually  performed,  deducting  therefrran  the 
just  value  of  whatever  such  officer, 
«oned  officer,  or  private,  may  have  received  fnm 
the  OoTerumeDt,  in  payment  for  his  said  serrice; 
and  deducting,  also,  wliatever  sura  he  may  have  re- 
ceived, if  any,  under  the  pension  law  of  MaiA  181L 
and  Hay  1820. 

The  VioB  Pbesident  stated  that  the  point  of 
order  presented  on  Friday  last,  relating  to  mo- 
tluiB  for  recommitment  of  sobjeeta  to  Bdeel 
Committees,  was  decided  by  him  on  pai^anm- 
tary  principles;  hot  he  had  since  fiHOid  thit 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  different  [He 
then  read  the  rule  from  Jeffersmi's  ManuL] 
The  parliamentary  rule  was  more  oonveoient, 
and  he  would  now  snbmit  the  point  for  dbc^kia 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fabbib  said  that  his  object  was  not,  as 
had  been  surmised,  to  embarrass  Uie  bill  byob* 
jections,  or  to  defeat  it  by  delay.  He  wished  to 
further  its  pr<u;ress.  He  was  anxiona  that  tits 
bill  should  m^e  a  proper  provision  for  tiie  vA- 
diers,  but  he  would  not  say  that,  if  he  codd 
not  accomplish  his  views  in  regard  to  the  •ol' 
dien,  he  would  not  Tote  for  the  a^arate  pre* 
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rision  for  the  offioen.  His  object  was  to  pro- 
vide both  for  tbeoffioera  and  soldiers ;  they  had 
oont«nded  side  hj  side  for  their  coantiy's  cause ; 
and,  in  the  distribution  of  the  bountf  or  justice 
of  tiieir  coantTT*,  they  should  not  be  separated. 
There  were  raaaj  surrivora  of  the  contest  who 
had  no  claims.   The  six  months'  nulitia  men 
had,  to  this  day,  a  chum  on  the  States,  sever- 
ally,     which  Uiey  were  rused,  hat  not  on  the 
Goremment.    Bat  there  ware  regiments  on 
the  Oimtinental  establishment,  as  efficient  as 
any  others  in  the  aarrice,  which  had  received 
no  oompensalion  in  any  way.  If  we  gave  to 
the  officers  m  part  of  the  sara  dne  to  them,  we 
ahoold  p*7  the  acMiers  in  the  same  proportion ; 
and  if  our  finances  enable  ns  to  pay  the  officers 
the  whole  of  their  claims,  the  whole  snm  dae 
to  tiie  soldiers  dioold  likewise  he  discharged. 
It  waa  unnecessary  to  speak  at  this  time  of  the 
merits  and  the  sofferings  of  the  soldiers.  The 
story  had  often  been  tdd  in  this  Honse,  and  it 
was  matter  of  record.   It  was  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kew  Hampshire  that  the  half  pay 
was  promised  to  the  officers  as  an  iadnoemeot 
for  tn«n  to  remain  in  the  service.  The  sol- 
diera  were  mitltled  to  thdr  monthly  pay,  as 
well  M  the  offioera  to  their  half  pay  for  life ; 
and  if  tiie  offlcera  bad  been  paid  in  depreciated 
paper,  so  had  been  the  soldiers.  In  one  respect, 
the  offloers  had  a  great  advantage  over  the  sol- 
diers.  If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  fare  or  bad 
usage,  disgusted  with  the  service,  they  coald 
throw  up  their  commissions  and  turn  their 
backs  npon  the  camp.  But  the  soldiers,  though 
saSering  from  want  of  food  and  clothing,  were 
obUgedf  for  the  whole  term  of  their  enlistment, 
to  perform  the  last  day's  service  as  well  af  the 
first ;  and  if  they  left  the  camp,  they  were  pur- 
sued by  martial  law  and  punished  as  deserters. 
U  tnj  disoriminadoa  were  made,  it  should, 
therefore,  be  in  &vor  of  the  addiws.  Both 
offloers  and  aol^n  shonid  be  provided  for,  and 
that  alike.  Let  it  not  be  the  bnsiness  of  this 
House  to  create  a  distinction  between  them. 
It  had  been  otjected  to  the  proposition  for  re-' 
mimerating  the  soldiers,  that  the  sum  required 
would  be  Tory  large.  This  waa  an  nnfbnnded 
objeetion.   It  woiud  not  equal  the  amount  an- 
DTully  paid  to  those  on  the  pension  list  He 
took  as  the  basis  of  his  calculation  the  state- 
meat  made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  (llr. 
810T&.)  That  gentleman  stated,  that  four-fifths 
ci  the  surviving  soldiers  were  on  the  pennon 
roU.  This  number  will  be  ezclnded  from  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.   The  whole  number  of 
penrioners  waa  now  12,600,   Five  hundred,  it 
was  eompnted,  would  die  this  year.  The  one- 
fifth  part  embraced  In  the  pnmmon,  was  3,400. 
Two  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  these  was  bnt 
l^,000-4ot  half  the  amount  of  the  pensions, 
pie  proviuons  which  he  propped,  would  em- 
bnwe  another  class  of  soldiera,  which  was  not 
provided  for  by  any  existing  law.   One  regi- 
ment, he  knew,  for  documentary  proof  of  we 
fiM  waa  in  the  Capitol,  bad  entered  the  aer- 
Vice  with  the  proanUe  of  pigraadai^^  dollara 


[SnuTS. 

bounty;  they  served  foithfolly,  and  never  re-  * 
ceived  one  farthing.  Jnstioe,  concluded  Ur.  P., 
should  not  be  dcnlt  out  with  a  partial  band. 
If  it  was  rendered  to  one  class  it  should  not  be 
withheld  from  another.  But  if  we  were  not 
able  to  do  foil  Justice  to  all,  he  votdd  not  say 
that  he  would  do  nothing. 

Hr.  Van  Bdekn  sai<f  he  approached  the  dis- 
cnsuon  of  the  bill  under  oonsideration  witfa  a 
degree  of  scdioitude  he  had  seldom  experienced. 
It  arose  from  a  deep  consdousness  of  the  im> 
portanoe  and  deUoaey  of  the  snl^Ject,  and  the 
diffionltaea  wUeh  would  attend  a  aatidactory 
determination.  He  freely  confessed  that  he 
did  not  remember  a  legidative  question  in 
which  his  feelings  had  been  more  deeply  en- 
gaged. These  feelings,  sometimes  too  saugninet 
and  always  ardent,  might  now  dective  him; 
but  he  could  not  snppress  the  conviction  that 
upon  the  doabtfnl  issue  of  the  present  question, 
the  character  of  our  country  was,  In  no  incon- 
siderable degree,  suspended.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  afforded  him  the  highest  gratification, 
could  he  anticipate,  with  oonfidenoe,  a  favort^ 
ble  result  But  when  he  beheld  the  sirmidable 
conoentralj(ni  ftf  talent  and  numbers  arrayed 
agidnai  the  petitioners  and  th^  adTOoatea.  he 
was  bat  too  oonseioos  of  the  difficulties  a«unafc 
which  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterred,  how- 
ever, by  these  circumstanoes,  he  would  proceed 
to  discharge  the  duty  which  seemed  to  be  re- 
quired by  his  connection  vrith  the  committee 
by  whom  the  bill  had  been  reported. 

His  brethren  of  the  committee,  said  Vr.  V. 
B.,  had  prooonnoed  a  merited  eidogium  upon 
the  character  and  services  of  the  petitioners. 
Conuderations  which  arose  naturally  from  the 
sul^ect,  but  npon  which,  although  Car  from 
being  ezhaoBted,  he  would  not  attempt  to 
dwelL  Indeed,  he  was  greatiy  deceived,  if.  oa  _ 
this  point,  there  waa  any  diversity  of  opinirai. ' 
Whatever  ezprearions  nudit  ese^M  flvun  gm- 
tlemen  in  the  wannth  oT  debate,  he  waa  snre 
that  the  transcendent  merits  of  the  petitioners, 
after  having  reoeived  the  attestation  of  impar- 
tial hist<H7,  were  not  now  to  be  the  subject  at 
examination  or  of  doubt.  Bir,  i£  in  the  mys- 
terious dispensations  of  an  all-wise  and  over' 
niUng  Providenoe,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to  ex- 
perience the  common  calamities  of  nations,  it 
may  become  onr  duty  to  receive  these  dispen- 
sations vrith  meekness,  and  bear  them  with  for- 
titude. But  if  there  Ik  a  st^n  from  which  he 
would  be  most  desirous  of  resoning  the  Aroeri* 
can  name,  it  would  be  the  st^  of  ingratitude 
to  the  sarviving  officers  of  the  revolution.  If 
there  be  a  calamity,  which  more  than  any 
other,  he  would  pray  to  have  averted,  it  would 
be  the  calamity  of  witnessing,  in  an  American 
Senate,  a  cold  insensibility  to  the  servioea  of 
those  whose  devotion  to  their  country  in  peaee, 
and  whose  o<mstancy  in  war,  had  extcvted  t^ie 
applaose  of  an  admiring  world. 

If^  sir,  gallantry  in  ue  field,  and  devotion  to 
country,  ever  deserved  the  meed  of  gratefiil  le- 
memlnnmce,  the  enoominma  bestowed  by  my 
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ooUeavaeB  upon  the  BeTolationsry  officers  will 
find  tnetr  approval  in  evety  patriot  bosom. 
Bat  their  merits,  great  as  they  were,  appear  to 
be  enhanced  bj  tae  oause  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  BevolaUons  in  Goremment  had 
been  witoeraed  before,  and  they  hare  been  wit- 
nessed since.  Bat  if  we  consider  the  principles 
involved,  the  means  employed,  and  the  resolts 
prodnced,  may  I  not  be  indnlfled  in  expressing 
the  conviction  that  they  dwindle  into  inngnifi- 
«anoewith  ttiisf  The  revolution  in  which  they 
embarked,  was  not  only  the  most  important,  in 
civil  Qovemment,  that  oppresrion  has  prodaoed, 
or  patriotism  aooomplished,  bat  most,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  forever  remain  so.  The  ma- 
te rials  for  another,  equally  important,  do  not, 
I  fear,  exist;  and,  perhaps,  the  progresnve 
character  of  man,  precludes  a  weU-grounded 
hope  that  they  will  ever  agun  arise.  Why,  sir, 
said  he,  do  I  allade  to  these  high  considera- 
tions f  Not,  I  am  sore,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
play ;  and  as  little  with  a  view  to  indolge  in 
Bell  adnlotion.  It  is  because  the  unparalleled 
Uesnnga,  which,  as  a  pec^le,  we  enjoy ;  the 
great  and  sncoeBsfol  examide  that  has  been 
given  to  the  world ;  and  the  perpetual  infiuence 
which  tliat  example  must  exert  on  its  future 
destiniee— awoken  in  every  mind  the  most  in- 
tense  anxiety,  lest  the  closing  scenes  of  that 
mighty  conflict  should  be  unworthy  of  its  own 
great  character — and  that  the  page  of  history 
which  embalms  the  virtues  and  beroic  deeds  of 
our  fathers,  may  not  at  the  same  time  record 
the  too  early  degeneracy  of  their  sons.  The 
petitioners  at  your  bar  are  destined  to  be  oar 
witnessea  with  posterity.  It  is  in  th^  per- 
sons that  an  opportunity  is  afforded,  eitiier  to 
repel,  or  in  some  degree,  confirm  the  imputa- 
tlon  oast  upon  Bepablics  by  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom, that  ingratitade  is  their  inhmwtt  and  in- 
'  AxttngnishabM  vice ;  and  it  was  earnestly  to 
be  hoped  that  our  decinon  might  be  such  as 
vonld  be  favorable  to  them,  to  oanelvea^  and 
to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  iastead  of  pursuing 
tiiese  geuerat  remar^  allow  me  to  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  qaestion  immediately  ander  oon- 
aideration.  In  doing  so,  my  first  f^mpt  will 
be,  to  separate  that  which  is  not  a  subject  oi 
dilatation  from  that  which  is :  for,  in  tnis,  as 
in  other  coses,  time  may  be  consumed,  and  ar- 
guments fruitlessly  employed,  in  supporting 
posibions  which  have  never  been  questioned 
or  enforcing*  oinnions  in  wluoh  all  are  agreed. 

First,  then,  it  will  be  admitted,  on  aU  ridas, 
that  the  promise  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation  of  half  pi^  for  life  to  the  Bevo- 
Intionary  officers  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
was  made  by  competent  authority ;  that  the 
condition  npon  which  the  promise  was  found- 
^  has  been  fully  performed :  that  the  obliga- 
tion thereby  created,  rests  upon  the  present 
Government  in  its  original  force :  and  that  if 
it  has  not  been  fully,  £urly,  and  jnstiy  per- 
formed, it  ought  now  to  be  discharged.  The 
cri^oal  onndiooii  of  the  comUj  at  tbe  tinw 
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the  promise  was  made— the  Csoi  that  this  b- 
dncement  to  remun  in  oervioe  had  bees  hM 
up  to  the  army  fr<mi  the  oMnmeneeaMnt  otiit 
WOT,  various  resolves  of  Coitgrese — that  da 
^one  prevented  their  abandonnwot  <rf'  a  Mr- 
vice,  in  which  they  were  not  bonikd  to  ivMh 
by  any  of  those  0(»sidNmU<HU  wldoit  'iipiiniii 
on  the  generalify  of  mankind— that  to  tikm 
otmtinvanoe  In  Uw  anny,  mm  than  to  mj 
other  cause,  under  the  bleasingB  of  IVovid— e^ 
the  sucoessfid  termination  oi  the  war  waa,  ii 
the  c^inion  <tf  Oen.  Waahiogtw,  mainly  attrib- 
utaUe.  and  that  the  saciifioee  wUdk  tbey 
ourre^  in  ctmseqnence  <tf  tii^  deteiminatia*  to 
remain,  were  almost  unparalleled — are  ponli 
upon  which  there  can  be  no  differoDoe  fdofm- 
ion,  and  requiring,  after  the  able  oommests  cf 
the  Benotors  who  bad  preceded  faim,  no  adfi- 
tional  illustration. 
If  this,  sir,  said  Hr.  Y.  B.,  has  been  ibe  m- 

auestionable  engagement  of  ih»  QownaMHyU 
le  petitioners  are  Hius  entitled  to  Ika  fblfilant 
by  the  pwfonnaaoe  of  the  mHo  condilka  «■ 
which  it  was  made  to  d^end— tin  qwmka 
will  be  asked,  bos  that  cmgageniMit  ben  saliB- 
fled  t  And  if  satisfied,  how  has  it  been  dcM  I 
Those  who  maintain  that  the  Govomm—t 
had  fulfilled  its  engagement,  rest  their  pontka 
on  the  ground  of  the  commutation  of  the  fir* 
years*  fiul  pay  which  bos  been  given  in  Ue«  cf 
the  promised  half  pay  for  life.  Whatever 
be  the  diversity  of  sentiment  with  reapeet  (e 
the  l^ality  or  the  fairness  of  that  cooraia- 
tation — the  means  by  which  it  was  effected — 
and  the  manner  of  its  execution — and  on  these 

Eoints  he  acknowledged  there  was  room  for  m 
onest  difference  of  o^itm:  there  was  mt 
pontion,  he  thought,  mffimeDtly  Plun  to  cbd- 
lenfi;e  the  acquiescence  of  every  reflectang  niid. 
It  IS,  sir,  that  this  CDmmntati<m  tendered  liy 
the  Government  as  a  complete  fblfilmeot  of  tti 
promise,  has  been  any  thing  bat  a  &ir  and  jat 
equivalent.  To  demonstrate  this  a  lew  obser- 
vations  (Mily  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  whose  ability  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  daim  of  the  petitioners  wodM 
entitie  him  to  more  than  the  hombie  tribute  «f 
respust,  which  it  was  in  hb  power  to  rendaiv 
baa  submitted  to  the  Senate  Btatemonts  and 
oaloul^ons  establishing  the  following  reeuha: 

1.  That,  according  to  anthentio  tablea  for  tlM 
oomputatim  ot  amuotka,  the  jIm  yean*  half 
pay  ought  to  have  beu  asem,  at  the  timeit 
wai  ^^n,  in  order  to  make  it  a  fair  eqaivako^ 
and  that  the  reduction  of  this  Just  allowanoe, 
was  attributable  to  the  neoeantiea  of  the  Gof^ 
emment,  and  not  to  a  diqmitioD  to  «bide  tke 
tMroB  of  the  petitioners. 

2.  That,owingtothefiulnreoftbeStatcatD 
supply  the  funds  necessary  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  ultimate  rodentptioo  of  the 
principal,  of  the  "commutation  oertifioate;" 
these  commutaticMi  certificates  for  five  yeutf 
Aill  Wt  ginn  as  an  equivalent,  for  half  w 
for  Jift^.n^idlT  dcgveeiatad.   8o  that^  whm 
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compelled  by  neeesedlyf  to  ^bdom  of  them, 
they  in  &ot  prodneed  to  the  offloen  k«  than 
one  year's  pay. 

8.  That  when  these  oommatation  certificate* 
were  funded  in  1791,  a  deduoUoa  was  made, 
eqnal  to  one-third  of  tJieir  amoont,  by  defer- 
ring the  interest  for  ten  years,  npon  one-third 
of  the  principal,  and  allowing  only  three  per 
eent.  on  the  interest  which  had  acomed  since 
1783. 

That  this  deduction  was  nude  by  tlie  Gor- 
cniniraL  on  the  groond  (and  oonld  be  josUfled 
on  no  oHier)  that  these  oertifleatei  wore  in  the 
liands  of  speoalatora,  who  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  neoesrittes  of  the  officers,  broofj^t 
upon  them  by  their  sUpnIated  continaanoe  in 
■erriee,  and  Uias  were  enaUed  to  obtain  them 
at  a  rednoed  and  almost  nominal  price. 

ICr.  y.  B.  Biud  he  would  refrain  from  at- 
tempting to  enforce  the  views,  npon  this  branch 
<^  the  sabject,  presented  by  the  Senators  who 
had  preceded  him.  It  would  be  time  enongfa 
to  do  BO,  should  these  views  be  ever  contested. 
He  candidly  acknowledged,  however,  that  they 
did  not  oonstitate  the  material  argnments  npon 
-which  he  relied,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  showing  the 
ffom  inodeqaaoy  of  the  oommntaUim  awuded 
to  the  petitioners:  and  he  would  therefore 
proceed  to  state  the  grounds  npon  which  ho 
predicated  his  proposition,  with  oil  tiie  brevity 
and  perspicuity  in  his  power. 

The  oertificates  for  commutation  of  half  pay, 
vera  issued  under  the  resolution  of  Uarch, 
1783,  and  delivered  in  November  1788.  They 
admitted  upon  their  face,  that  five  years*  full 

Eiy  was  duo  to  their  holders,  to  be  paid  with 
terest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centam  per  an- 
nmn.  These  certificates  were  redeemed  by  the 
operation  of  the  funding  act  in  1791.  They 
were,  of  course,  for  di£ferent  amounts,  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  officers.  The 
average  pay  of  the  officers  was  $80  per  month, 
and  the  amount  which  would  have  been  dae  to 
each  offioer  for  half  pav,  allowing  interest  after 
the  Bsme  was  adtnowledged  to*M  due,  would 
have  amounted,  in  1791^  when  the  redmiption 
took  plaoe,  to  $1,7^  40.  The  avenge  amount 
cf  five  years'  full  pay  for  each  offioer,  amounted 
with  interest  in  1791,  to  $2,664;  ftom  this 
■moout  oue-tnird  was  deducted  in  the  redemp- 
tion, as  he  had  before  stated.  The  avera^ 
amount  therefore  received  by  each  officer  in 
1791,  for  his  five  years'  full  pay,  assuming  that 
these  certificates  had  been  retained,  would  have 
been  $1,776. 

From  tills  simple  statement,  it  results  that, 
In  consequence  of  ^e  delay  in  diaoharging  the 
commutation,  and  the  deduction  which  was 
forcibly  made  in  doing  so,  tiie  Government 
paid  no  more  than  wonU  have  been  dne  to  the 
officers  for  their  half  pay  akme,  up  to  the  period 
when  the  oommutaticB  was  aotoaUy  made.  To 
tiiat  period,  therefore,  the  officers  gdned  noth- 
ing by  that  measure,  ^ce  ihat  time  years 
have  rolled  away,  duing  wUcdi  th^  would 
liave  received  the  promised  half  par,  bad  it  not 
Tot.  EL-Sl 
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been  for  the  commutation.  The  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  officers  since 
that  period,  is  the  sum  precisely  which  the  ofii* 
oers  nave  lost,  and  the  Uovemment  has  gained, 
by  this  variation  by  the  Qovemment  from  its 
original  contract 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  is  simple,  fonnd- 
ed  upon  data  which  cannot  deceive  by  their 
plannbility,  aad  is  liable  to  no  mistake,  except 
the  mere  errors  of  calculation.  Those  he  had 
Mideavored  to  avoid.  The  average  half  pay  of 
each  of  Hm  petitioDera  from  the  year  1791  to 
1838,  would  have  amounted  to  $18,177  88. 
This  sum,  multi^ied  by  |tao,  the  number  of 
Bevolntionary  offloers  supposed  to  be  yet  fa 
existence,  would  amount  to  $8,080,710.  The 
effect  of  the  commutation  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  upon  the  interests  of  deceased  officers, 
could  not  be,  said  be,  distinctly  stated  without 
a  particular  knowledge  of  the  time  of  their  re- 
spective deaths.  But  from  what  we  know 
npon  that  subject,  there  was  a  moral  certainty 
that  the  gains  of  the  Treasury  from  tiiat  source 
had  not  been  diminished,  but  on  the  contrary 
greatly  increased. 

It  is  then,  said  he,  an  ascertained  and  incon- 
testible  fiict,  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  injuries 
sustidned  by  depreciation,  the  officers  have  lost 
by  the  eoune  of  evwts,  and  the  Government 
has  gained  a  sum  not  less  tiian  $8,080,710,  in 
consequence  of  that  oinnmutation  which  is  now 
set  up  to  bar  the  olidnis  of  the  petitioners- 
claims  predicated  upon  a  promise  of  the  Gov- 
Mument,  held  out  to  the  officers  as  an  iodace- 
ment  to  rem^n,  and  constituting  the  chief  re- 
ward for  the  mMt  signal  services  ever  perform- 
ed by  men  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  their 
comitry. 

Upon  these  facts,  sdd  Kr.  V.  B.,  a  question 
arises  for  our  decision,  no  less  important  to  the 
Government  than  to  the  petitioners ;  because, 
involving  the  character  ot  one,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  <^er.  What  is  itt  Is  it  confined 
to  the  legal  rights  and  obUgatitms  of  the  par- 
ties f  No,  rir,  1  shall  never,  said  he,  bring  my 
mind  to  consider  the  question  of  strict 
right,  when  I  look  at  the  parties.  Who  are 
they  t  On  the  one  hand,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  impleaded, 
and  incapable  of  being  coerced  agunst  its  will 
by  any  power  superior  to  its  own — ^rioh  In  re- 
souroos,  and  overfiowing  with  redundance ;  on 
the  other  a  remnant  of  the  offloers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  borne  down  by  the  infirmities 
incident  to  age — ^with  one  foot  in  the  grave, 
and  the  other  npon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
supplicating  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which 
was  made  uiem,  in  the  vigor  of  their  days.  If 
even  they  have  Uaal  rights,  where  is  their 
remedy  to  enforoe  uiem  f  They  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things  have  any.  But  candor  con- 
strained him  to  aiiknowledgev  that  in  striotF 
nem,  they  have  not  now,  whatever  they  m^ 
once  have  had,  any  righta,  except  such  as  are 
founded  npon  tite  imnmtable  pnndplea  of  Jus- 
tice. Am  early  as  the  year  1786,  tlie  Govern* 
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ment  foond  it  neoessary  to  protect  itself  against 
dormant  and  unfounded  ctiums,  arisiog  from 
the  ReTolati<Hiar7  contest,  by  a  statute  of  liial- 
tations.  Various  acta  and  resolotions  were 
pa^ed  npoa  the  3QbJect  before  Uie  year  179& 
more  or  less  oomprehenslTe  in  their  terms :  and 
in  that  year,  an  act  was  passed  so  comprehen- 
sive in  its  providoDf,  as  to  embrace  the  oUmt 
(Hf  the  petitiooers,  and  barring  them,  nulees 
praMnted  by  the  Irt  day  of  Ma7, 1794.  The 
t>ffioen  did  not  preaent  this  <Mai  until  1810, 
and  are  therefore  precluded  from  ni|;ing  their 
Tested  legal  rights.  Being  thus  fUmisbed  with 
a  general  answer  to  all  cl^ms  which  do  not  ad- 
dmss  both  our  consciences  and  Jadgments,  Con- 
gress have  neTertheleas  relaxed  from  time  to 
time,  the  rigor  of  their  own  act,  when  oonsid- 
ering  cbums  founded  on  jostice,  and  not  op- 
posM  by  policy.  But  as  none  of  these  snspen- 
rioDS  have  embraced  the  case  of  the  petitioners, 
we  have  it  in  cur  poa*r^  if  we  can  have  the 
heart  to  present  this  statatA  of  limitatious  to 
the  petitioners,  and  under  its  mantle,  renst  the 
cry  for  justice,  if  not  f6r  bread.  The  question, 
then,  is  not  what  we  are  boond  to  do  by  law, 
hot  what  we  should  do.  What  omdnct  on  our 
part  will  bear  the  nrntiny  and'the  Jod^enta 
(tf  impartial  men,  when  the  <wortnnity  to 
remedy  the  oonseqnenoes  of  onr  dedaion  shall 
have  passed  away  ? 

Let  ns  look,  for  a  moment,  said  2Cr.  Y.  B.,  at 
the  uvnments  advanced  by  the  opponents  of 
the  bill.  The  meritorious  services  of  the  peti- 
tioners, the  signal  advantages  that  have  reeolted 
from  these  services  to  ns,  and  to  posterity ;  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  petitioners,  and  the  con- 
sequent advantages  denved  by  the  Government 
from  the  act  of  commutation,  are  unequivocally 
admitted.  But,  it  is  oontendedf  we  have  made 
a  ocnnpTomise,  binding  on  the  parties,  and  ex- 
onerating the  Government  from  further  liabil- 
i^,  that  in  an  evU  and  unguarded  hour,  tluiy 
have  given  ns  a  release  and  we  stand  npm  our 
bond.  How  the  question  which  he  wished  to 
address  to  the  conscience,  and  the  jndffmenta 
of  this  honorable  bo^,  was  this — not  whether 
this  issue  was  well  taken  in  point  of  law — not 
whether  we  might  not  hope  for  a  safe  deliver- 
ance under  it — out  vhether  M«  imte  ought  to 
he  taken  at  all — whether  it  comports  with  the 
honor  of  the  Government  to  plead  a  legal  ex- 
emption against  the  olums  of  gratitode— wheth- 
er, in  other  words,  the  Government  be  bound 
at  all  times  to  in^  tqwn  its  strict  l^al  rights. 
Has  this  been  the  practice  of  the  Government 
on  all  former  ocoadons  t  Or,  is  this  the  only 
qnestiim  on  which  this  ptinoime  tlKnild  oper- 
ate? Nothing,  aaU  Ifr.  V.  S,,  can  be  ewer 
than  to  show  that  the  nniform  practice  of  the 
Government  has  been  at  war  wiui  the  principle 
which  is  now  opposed  to  tiie  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioners. Not  a  session  had  occurred  rinoe  tiie 
oommenoement  of  this  GovwnmenL  in  which 
OongKHs  had  not  reUeved  the  doaena  from 
har&hips  resulting  flrom  nnforesem  oontingen- 
tim  and  fmboine  an  enfitroBmeitt  of  bwi 


when  its  mforoement  would  work  greit  ad 
undeserved  injury.  He  mi^t,  if  exoiaUilc  a 
an  occauon  like  this,  torn  over  the  gtatitt 
book,  page  by  page,  and  give  repeated  prw6 
of  this  assertion.  But  it  ia  onneceasaiy.  fit 
would  content  iumself  with  a  reference  to  oh 
or  at  most  two  measures  of  the  cttaracta  de- 
scribed. In  the  year  1812,  between  the  mcutk 
of  Jnne  and  Smitember,  goods  to  an  imaican 
amount  were  shipped  fiwn  Engiand  u  Ut 
United  State*,  by  Ainaioaniiierehaat8,isiipa 
violatum  of  the  acts  prohibiting  tfatir  in^tfts- 
tion.  They  alleged  in  justifltfanon,  either  diev 
anticipated  repeal  of  these  acta,  in  oooteqMBCa 
of  the  measures  of  one  of  tbe  tMlligereoU;  « 
tbeir  apprehensioQ  that  in  the  event  (tf  a  dcclt- 
ration  of  war  by  the  United  States,  thur  pnp- 
erty  would  be  sdxed  and  oondentned  ia  u* 
British  ports.   The  declaraticui,  in  fact,  twk 

Slaoe ;  but  the  importers  were  not  the  kti  la- 
le  to  the  fines  and  penalties  imposed  a  vio- 
lated law,  and  merchandise  to  tbe  value  of  mm 
than  twenty  miUsro*  i^fdaUan  was  forf<nudto 
the  United  Statea.  Upon  tbe  arrival  of  ^ 
good&  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retaiBaai 
use  them,  upon  giving  bonda  to  aUde  tbe  di- 
oiri<Hi  of  their  Gorenunent.  AntUcatiaB  m 
made  to  Coi^;reBS  fbr  relief:  ana  abhoo^it 
was  well  known  that  inunenee  profits  w« 
made  uptm  their  importation,  and  not  a  dmbt 
existed  of  their  liability  to  forfeitore,  Cob^ 
by  an  act  which  fills  but  a  ein^e  page  opon 
that  statute  book,  cancelled  the  bwds  aad  R- 
linquislied  merchandise,  which,  if  reuiotd, 
woold  have  been  equal  ih  value  to  wie-fooitk 
of  the  whole  expensee  of  the  war,  and  irhkli 
would  donbtiess  have  been  retained  bad  Uw 
Government  inststed  upon  ita  legal  rights  ud 
acted  on  the  principle  now  contended  hr. 

Tbe  eyatem  which  has  been  pursued  ia  m*- 
tion  to  the  purchasers  of  pnbUc  landa,  ia  m*» 
less  memorable  exanqde  a  dcpartme  Jnai 
that  rigorous  policy  now  reoommeoded  tooB" 
imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  ICav,  1800,  tiie  niiiuaiu> 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  fixed  at  $3 1» 
acre;  one-twentieth  of  the  purchase  mon^  *** 
required  to  be  piud  at  the  time  of  the  P'f'*^ 
one-fourth  in  40  days ;  the  balance,  wiM  nfs 
was  payable  by  instolmentB  of  9, 8,  aad  4 
and  the  forfeiture  of  the  land  was  the  deolirw 
penalty  of  non-payment. 

By  the  act  of  26tii  March,  1804,  W 
was  to  be  charged  upon  instalments  far  wV^ 
purchases,  if  punctually  paW,  and  tbis  ^ 
vision,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  was  eitenjw 
to  those  whose  instalments  abooldbeeooew 
before  the  following  October. 

Under  tUa  Ubenl 
Govennnent  but  little  mora 
expenses  of  surveying  the  lands, 


Tuions  land  t^&oea,  and  providing  ica*  tbe  Aw^ 
er  a  secure  Unded  tide,  a  debt  aeoonialitta 
prior  to  the  year  1890^  the  pn««*!?^" 
the  United  Stately  amoontiBf  to  tveatr-f " 
milliona  <rf  doUara. 
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Before  that  time  repeated  indnlgeDoes  had 
been  granted,  extending  the  time*  of  pajrment, 
preTenting  the  forfeitures  which  would  have 
accrued,  and,  in  numeroas  instances,  allowing 
a  re-entry,  or  a  new  purchase  of  lands,  im- 
proved and  forfeited  to  the  GoTemment  upon 
the  terms  of  the  or^oal  purchase.  Ko  less 
than  six  aets  were  passed  from  the  year  1818 
to  1820,  to  suspend  the  forfeitiure  and  sale  of 
the  lands  thus  parchased.  The  evil,  however, 
had  swdled  beyond  the  reach  of  paUiatives.  A 
debt  of  88  millions  of  dollars  exceeded  the  abil* 
i^,  blighted  the  prospects,  and  deadened  the 
enei|[ieB  of  the  Mates  by  whom  it  was  due. 
Had  the  lav  been  enforced,  and  payment  in- 
flexibly exacted,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lands 
thus  purchased  and  improved,  wonld  have  been 
forfeited  to  the  Unkm,  and  many  an  honest 
yeoman  would  have  been  oompeUed  torelin- 
qnish  to  more  fortunate  strangers  those  woods 
wkd  lawns  which  he  vidnly  hoped  would  be  the 
solace  of  his  declining  years.  To  prereat  this 
calamity,  the  Oovemment  interposed,  and  by 
an  act  of  liberality  having  few  parallels  in  his- 
tory, arrested  the  forfeitares;  authorized  the 
xelinqushment  of  lands  for  which  the  pur- 
chasers were  unable  to  pay ;  and  the  applioa- 
^on  of  whatever  sums  had  been  pud  to  the 
payment  of  so  modi  only  as  th^  thought  mop- 
er  to  retafai ;  cancelled  the  accnmuk^  mter- 
eat ;  extended  the  term  <tf  oredit  for  that  por- 
tion the  lands  retained ;  and  by  a  subsequent 
act  passed  In  1824,  consented  to  receive  as  a 
JuU  paymerU  for  these  lands,  less  than  two- 
thirdi  of  the  amount  actually  due.  Nor  was 
Husall:  bytheactof  1831,  the  priceof  the  lands 
was  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents;  and  he  who  had  surrendered 
lands  parchased  at  the  highest  sum  was  enabled 
to  re-enter  the  same  lands,  if  not  sold  at  public 
sales,  at  the  reduced  price.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V. 
B.,  by  the  best  estimate  that  X  am  able  to  make 
on  referring  to  the  only  documents  within  my 
reach,  this  donation  to  the  porehasers  of  pablic 
lands  oonld  not  have  been  less  than  asom  mil- 
U&ru  and  a  ha^,  and  probably  has  not  been 
ihcnt  of  ten  miUioru  ^  doUart.  But  the  exact 
amount  is  not  material  to  the  elnddation  of  the 
principle  from  which  it  flowed ;  and  in  consid- 
ering  its  value,  who,  that  can  cast  his  eyes 
upon  those  extensive  r^ons,  where  tranquil- 
mj  has  snoceeded  to  disquietude,  and  prosper- 
ity to  ndn,  will  attempt  to  estimate  it  by  the 
smlo  of  dollars  and  cents  f 

It  appears,  then,  sud  Mr,  Y.  B,,  that  it  has 
not  been  the  practice  of  the  Oovemment  to  act 
the  part  of  Bbylock  with  its  citizens ;  and  God 
forbid  that  it  should  make  its  <l0fru<,  on  the 
present  occasion,  not  so  much  in  the  character 
of  a  merciless  ^editor,  as  a  reluctant,  though 
wealthy,  debtor ;  withholding  the  merited  pit- 
tinoa  mm  those  to  whose  noble  daring  and 
mtrivalled  fortitude,  we  are  Indebted  for  the 
privilege  t^dtting  in  Judgment  <Hi  their  dalma; 
and  manifesting^  more  sensibili^  for  the  pur- 
chasers of  cur  landa  dun  tat  uoaa  by  wnose 


[Snuxi; 

bravery  they  were  won;  and  but  for  whose 
achievements,  these  very  purchasers,  instead  of 
being  the  proprietors  of  their  soil,  and  the  cit- 
izens of  free  and  sovereign  States,  might  now 
be  the  miserable  vassals  of  smne  worthless  £s- 
vorite  of  arbitrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary officers  than  to  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, let  us  at  least  testify  our  gratitude  by 
relieving  their  sufferings,  and  returning  a  por- 
tion of  those  immense  galus  which  have  been 
tbe^lorions  frnita  of  their  tdl,  and  ttf  th^ 

Bndif  said  Ur.  V.  B.,  mmld,  in  his  lodgment, 
be  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  had  tiie  Gov* 
emment  relieved  itself  fivm  all  fbrther  liability 
by  the  most  ample  and  unexceptionable  per* 
formance  of  its  stipulations.  How  mudi 
stronger,  then,  will  be  their  Appeal  to  your 
justice,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  you  have  no 
right  to  nrge  this  act  of  commutation  as  a  com- 
plete fulfilment  of  your  promise  t  The  act  of 
commutation  is  impeached  by  the  petitioners 
— ^first,  on  account  of  the  means  by  which  it 
was  effected ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  stipu- 
lations of  that  act  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

The  petitioners  with  reason  complained  that 
without  ever  having  consented  to  be  bound  1^ 
the  acts  of  thrir  brother  officers,  thtir  penaatl 
rights  were  made  to  depend  upon  Uie  ded^on 
of  tbe  lines,  and  not  upon  their  own  individual 
assent.  This  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  ftct 
Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
lines,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen. 
Wasltington ;  and  rix  months  to  those  of  the 
southern  army,  to  give  their  assent  to  the  com-  . 
promise.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  of 
the  southern  array  ever  gave  their  assent  In- 
deed, it  is  stated  by  adistioguislied  Bevolution- 
ary  officer  on  this  floor,  (Oen.  S.  Smith,)  that 
they  never  did.  It  does  not  appear  that  there 
ever  was  a  mee1ing-of  the  officers  of  the  north- 
em  army,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  the  ^ 
question:  and  it  is  affirmed  that  there  was 
none.  To  assume,  then,  that  the  assent  oi  each 
individual  was  given  under  circumstances  like 
these,  iq)pears  to  my  mind  hai^  and  w^nst. 
But  it  is  alleged,  in  extenuation,  that  the  com- 
promise was  made  upon  the  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  Let  this  he  admitted :  did 
the  application  for  a  just  equivalent  for  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life,  confer  on  Congress 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  t  Will  it  justify 
the  aUowanoe  of  less  than  that  to  which  they 
were  entitled?  Will  not  the  circumstances, 
under  which  this  application  was  made,  present 
a  still  stronger  ^ipeal  to  your  liberality,  if  not 
your  gratitude  t  Look,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  at  the 
acts  of  these  brave  and  hid^-minded  men,  in 
whatever  light  you  please  •  examine  their  oon- 
dact  by  the  strictest  aorauny,  and  you  will  al- 
ways find  them  orbiting  the  purest  principle* 
and  the  most  elevated  patriotism.  The  naif 
pay  establishment  for  life,  was,  at  that  time^ 
oonddered  by  the  ardent  advocates  tear  liberty, 
m  leading  to  the  Unraatitm  of  an  aristocratie 
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body,  and  therefore,  Babversive  of  the  prindples 
of  revolation.  An  intimation  like  tbis,  in 
the  infajicy  of  onr  ioBtitutioDa,  bowever  grotmd- 
less  in  itself,  was  snfficient  to  excite  alarm,  i 
The  dangers  of  the  past  were  overlooked  in  the  . 
ftpprehenstODS  for  the  futnre ;  the  measure  was 
reprobated,  and  these  meritorious  officers  be- 
came the  objects  of  nnfonoded  jealousjr.  To 
quiet  these  imreasonable  fears,  the  petitioners 
ezmessed  tfa^  willingness  to  waive  the  literal 
fmmment  of  the  promise  which  bad  been  given : 
to  remove  the  cause  which  ooald  have  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow-citizenB :  to  surrender  the  boon  they  bad 
BO  deorlj  parchased;  and,  in  addition  to  all 
that  they  bad  done,  and  to  aH  that  they  bad  saf- 
fered,  to  offer  np  their  fatare  prospects  upon 
the  altar  of  their  country.  And  could  any 
thing  be  more  preposterous  than  to  attempt  to 
foond  upon  an  act,  originating  in  motives  like 
these,  tbe  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  com- 
mutation t  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officers 
received  the  commutation  certificates,  and,  by 
doing  so,  must  be  preeumed  to  have  assented  to 
their  being  centered  a  fbll  satis&ctioa  of  their 
demands.  This  inference  was,  in  his  (pinion, 
removed  by  the  pecnliar  oiroamstuces  under 
which  the  certificatea  were  given.  These  cu-- 
oumstances,  said  Hr.  T.  B.,  are  not  'imwortby 
of  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  Senate.  Pre- 
vious to  October,  1788,  and  snbsequent  to  the 
time  when  the  signatore  of  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles oF  peace  was  known  to  the  army,  fi^nent 
applications  had  been  made,  in  their  behalf,  to 
Congress,  for  an  adjustment  of  accounts,  and 

Sayment  of  the  lai^  arrearages  which  were 
ae.  These  applications  were  fruitless.  The 
fidlnre  of  the  States  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
ritions  of  Congress,  deprived  that  body  of  the 
means  of  discharging  their  engagements:  and 
with  a  full  sense  of  tite  services  and  privatiMis 
9^  the  army,  and  of  the  iqjnstice  uiey  were 
about  to  commit,  Congress  were  on  the  point 
of  disbanding  them,  unpaid  and  unrequited, 
and  sending  them  penniless  and  almost  naked 
to  their  bomM.  Ine  effect  of  this  anticipated 
measure  upon  minds  sensibly  alive  to  indignity 
and  injury  may  be  eauly  imagined: — At  the 
moment  when  pas^on  might  have  triumphed 
over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by  an 
anonymous  writer,  on  the  subject  of  their 
wrongs,  with  a  degree  of  oloqnence  calcnlated 
to  redeem  if  any  thing  could  redeem,  the 
vicious  tendency  of  bis-  principles.  He  ad- 
monished them  of  the  futility  of  their  com- 
plaints, and  urged  them  by  every  motive  Uiat 
eoold  be  addreesed  to  their  hopes  and  to  their 
fears,  to  change  the  snpplicato^  style  of  a  ma- 
SKtrial  to  language  more  becoming  those  who 
had  the  means  m  redress  within  their  hands. 
At  that  perilous  moment,  on  the  events  of 
which  were  suspended  the  honor  of  tiie  Army,- 
and  the  fbtore  welfare  of  the  country,  their 
oommander-in-cbief  appealed  amongst  them. 
]9e  conjured  them  to  give  one  more  distin- 
gidshed  proof  of  uexam^ed  patriotism,  p»* 


tiecice,  and  virtue ;  to  rise  Baperior  to  the  most 
complicated  sufferings,  and  by  the  dignity  cf 
their  conduct,  give  posterity  occasion  to  say, 
when  BDcaking  of  their  glorious  itxaniple — 
*'  Hod  tnis  day  been  wanting,  the  world  had 
never  serai  the  last  stage  of  perfection  wlnrb 
human  nature  is  capable  of  attaining." 

They  listened  to  the  vmce  of  their  bdond 
commander,  followed  his  advice,  surrendotd 
their  arms,  and  snnk,  penniless,  into  Uie  ranks 
of  private  life.  In  the  sneoeeding  month,  ^ 
certificates  of  commutation  were  tondnvd,  by 
the  Paymaster  Gaieral,  who  reqaerted  onilyaa 
acknowledgment  of  their  rectipfc,  while  in  re- 
lation to  the  final  settlement  eertificatee  fcr 
their  pay,  he  required  a  ftall  ^scharge  of  tbdr 
demands.  The  oertificates  thus  tendered,  were 
accepted,  and  in  almost  every  case,  immediately 
sold,  for  the  purpose  of  sati^ying  the  most  ar- 
gent necessities  of  nature.  He  asked  the  S»- 
at6  whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  a  great  and  magnanimoos  pMf^ 
to  avul  themselves  of  an  acceptance  eztcnted 
by  ciroumstances  li^  these ;  and  to  nige  it  as 
sufficient  to  bar  tlie  daima  of  jnstioe,  and  dt- 
vest  their  protectors  in  the  bonr  of  dangtr,  of 
their  stipulated  reward  t 

But  it  has  been  Bidd,  that  this  oamnntation 
excited  no  dissatisfaotion  at  the  time ;  that  the 
complaints  upon  the  Bubject  are  at  a  reoent 
date,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  thon^t  <rf  as 
a  plausible  support  to  an  nnfonnded  dmrn. 
The  Senator  from  S.  0.,  (Hr.  Suith,)  who  bm 
been  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  du^,  to  assume 
the  unpleasant  task  of  zealously  opposing  the 
bill  upon  your  table,  has  inquired,  with  much 
apparent  triumph,  whether  a  rin^e  individiisl 
could  be  pointed  out  who  bad  refused  the  cotb- 
mutatioat  He  assured  the  worthy  Senator 
that  he  had  adwted  an  emmeons  im^resrion. 
When  tendered  ft  was  received  with  'nniTerssl 
discontent,  and  by  the  juniw  offieen  who  wen 
most  likely  to  be  iigured,  with  dedded  npm- 
bation.  Had  an  opportunity  for  hiquiry  been 
allowed,  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  atws  todcag- 
nato  many  who  had  refused.  At  the  moment  m 
could  refer  the  Senator  to  M^jor  Gadsden,  of  bis 
own  State,  whose  petition  on  the  subject  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate ;  and  if  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  an  honorable  member  before 
him,  did  not  render  it  improper  to  drag  tba 
name  of  his  venerable  father  into  the  debate, 
he  oonld  name  another  veteran  soldier  of  the 
revolution,*  the  confidant  of  Washington  and 
the  companion  of  Lafayette,  who  b^  served 
bis  country  bravely  and  efficiently  througfaoot 
tiie  war,  uid  who  refiiBed  to  receive  the  eon* 
mutation,  because  Tiol^ang,  in  his  (q>ini<Hi,  tbs 
leading  prindides  of  tbe  BeridutioB,  by  sub* 
jecting  bis  property  to  the  deriafon  <^  mea 
whom  he  bad  never  antiiorized  to  act  in  his 
name  or  stead.  But,  rir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  what 
effect  did  the  supposed  injustice  of  bta  country 
have  on  this  veteran  soldier  I  IMd  it  in  the 
least  damp  his  ardor  in  her  cause?  By  bo 
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means.    He  belonged  to  a  different  school,  and 
lie  gave  tlie  most  palpaUe  proof  of  the  enduring 
quality  of  the  principle  of  that  Bcfaool  during 
the  late  war.    On  learning  the  approach  of 
dan^r  be  reMtired  to  this  citj.   On  the  diBas- 
troua  day  of  BlaJtn^rgh^  he  was  found,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy,  on  horseback,  in  the 
field,  stimnLiting  to  exertions,  by  his  example 
and  exhortation.    When  the  danger  pressed 
the  hardest  he  v^ted  on  the  muitary  oom- 
mander  of  Am  day,  and  adidted  the  responn- 
bility  for  tlie  safety  of  the  City,  by  being  in- 
trusted with  the  posBcssion  of  this  capitoL  with 
a  reasonable  force  for  its  defence.   Denied  in 
Ills  application,  mortified  and  humiliated  by 
the  re:»alta  of  the  day,  he  found  his  way  back 
to  his  home  and  the  home  of  his  family,  where 
he  still  lives,  blessed  with  the  esteem  of  his 
trienda,  and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

But  assaming,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  the  act  of 
oommntatlon  was  just,  in  its  inception,  was  it 
Jost  in  its  execution  f  On  this  point,  he  thought 
there  was  no  room  for  eontrariety  of  opinion. 
An  essential  difference,  he  observed,  existed 
between  the  ol^ma  fw  pay  and  sab^tence  of 
the  Army,  and  those  arinng  fivmi  the  stipulation 
of  half  pi^  for  life.  The  fermer  being  paj^le 
durii^  the  war,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
finances  were  embarrassed,  were  property  sub- 
ject to  the  depreciation  of  that  period.  But  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life  was  expected  to  sur- 
vive the  period  of  embarrassment,  and  there- 
fore to  be  payable  in  the  sound  cnrrency  of  the 
county.   Some  oi  the  reasons  which  inclined 
the  officers  to  accept  a  commutation  have  al- 
ready been  noticed.  The  necessity  of  obtaining 
pecuniary  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  pnrsnita,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  in- 
ducement.   To  effect  this  object,  it  was  oIh 
vionsbr  necessary  that  the  equivalent  to  be  re- 
eeived  should  be  promptly  paid  or  adequ^ly 
secured.   The  act  of  commutation  did  nemtw. 
It  is  Barely  not  enongh  to  say  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  prescribed  that  the  eonunnta- 
tion  of  five  rears*  full  pay,  should  be  paid  in  se- 
curitie4,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  paper,  ab- 
solutely worthless,  was  the  seonrity  intended. 
Can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  that  Congress 
meant  to  deceive  their  brave  defenders,  by 
holdia|;  out  a  "  promise  to  the  ear,"  only  "  to 
break  it  to  their  hopes  ?  "   No,  sir,  they  meant 
what  they  expressed,  that  the  securities  should 
be  real,  and  not  nominal ;  their  repeated  and 
earnest  reqaisiUons  upon  the  States  prove  their 
inteotion ;  and  nothing  but  the  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  Government,  and  the  failnre  of  the 
States  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress—an  ezcnse  fortunately  not  in  our  power 
to  {dead — prevented  tiiat  venerated  body  from 
reoieenifa)^  their  engagements.  Bnt  ^ongfa  the 
depreciation  which  followed  was  not  attribu- 
tSBle  to  Congress,  its  effect  upon  the  officers 
was  not  the  less  fatal   Necessity,  that  waits 
not  for  times  or  aeasons,  compelled  too  many 
to  carry  their  certificates  into  mark^  and  the 
amaoDt  wtiioh  fiiey  prodnoed  Mrrea  but  to 
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realize  the  destruotion  of  all  their  hopes.  The 
few  who  retained  them  until  1791,  experienced  a 
loss  not  less  severe  than  unexpected.  It  has  si- 
ready  been  stated  that,  by  the  operation  of  the 
funding  system,  one-tliird  of  the  amonnt  which 
the  commutation  certificates  declared  to  be  due 
was  deducted  by  the  Government,  The  reason 
alleged  for  a  measure  apparently  so  destructive 
of  public  confidenoe,  and  individnal  rights,  waa 
the  well-known  fact,  that  by  Car  the  greater 
part  were  held  by  q>eoalators  who  had  pur- 
chased them  at  an  inoonsideraUe  price.  Ibr. 
Uadison,  it  is  true,  endeavored  to  exempt  the 
oertifici^  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  from  tUs 
deduction;  but  having  failed  in  his  attempt^ 
the  least  neoesntous  <»  the  officers  were  doom* 
ed  to  experience  a  dimiuiiti(Hi  of  iheai  already 
insaffleieot  oommntation. 

This  act  of  commutation,  therefine^  Is  deariy 
liable  to  the  objection : 

1st.  Of  not  b«ng  a  Jnst  equivalent  for  tha 
promised  half  pay  for  life. 

2dly.  Of  havit^  been  effected  under  clronm- 
stanoes,  and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which 
deprive  it  of  all  obligatory  fiMca,  and  entitia 
the  officers  to  liberality  instead  of  rigor. 

8dly.  Of  partial  and  defisotive  eMootion. 

U,  Bald  Mr.  V.  B.,  no  other  obstaole  were 
interposed  to  the  claims  4^  the  petitioners  than 
those  to  which  he  had  alluded,  fortified  aa 
they  are,  by  £scts  not  susceptible  of  miscon- 
struction, and  resting  upon  the  phun  and  im- 
mutable principles  of  justice,  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  your  nvcmtble  decision.  Bat 
he  was  q)iH*ehensive  that  other  considerations 
would  have  their  influence :  that  the  claims 
of  the  petitioners  would  be  clouded  by  dangers 
in  prospective ;  and,  that  the  fear  of  establish- 
ing a  precedent  by  which  the  doer  of  your 
treasury  would  be  unlocked  to  a  crowd  of 
plicants  pleading  their  poverty,  and  urging 
thcdr  misfortanes,  may  indnoe  yon,  in  this  case, 
to  resist  the  strongest  impulse*  ot  yoor  hearta, 
if  not  die  dictates  of  your  judgments.  Among 
the  different  grounds  upon  which  tiiis  appre- 
hension is  founded,  a  leading  one,  he  said,  ia, 
"  That  the  bill  did  not  embrace  the  cases  of 
private  soldiers,  who  might  also  have  sustuned 
injnstice,  and  whose  services  were  not  less  meri- 
torious than  those  of  the  officers  themselves.** 

Before  I  proceed,  sald'Mr.  V.  B.,  to  consider 
this  objection,  allow  me  to  call  your  attenti<m 
to  one  or  two  incidental  remarks.  A  varied 
of  persons,  officers  of  the  army,  who  had  n(A 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war— private  soldiers, 
militia  officers,  and  citizens  who  bad  borne  the 

Erivations  of  uiat  period,  had  been  snooesnTdly 
rought  in  review  before  the  Smato  ;  and  their 
losses  and  saffbrings,  after  having  been  fMnhly 
depicted,  were  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  r^ee- 
tion  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners, 

I^  snd  ICr.  Y.  B.,  any  thing  could  af^vata 
the  injustice  already  inflicted  upon  the  petition- 
ers, it  would  be  an  ot>}ection  like  this.  Had 
the  dtims  of  the  persons  alluded  to  been  nmi- 
lar  to  tiioaa  <tf  the  petittimersy  tihe  argnmoit 
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derived  from  an  equality  of  right  would  be  en- 
titled to  attention ;  bat  if  dissimilar,  let  them 
be  disjoined.  The  aUowance  of  the  one  can 
constitute  no  ground  for  the  admission  of  the 
Other;  and  bj  uniting  them  t(^ether,  yon 
throw  niKm  tiie  petittoners  the  misfortunes  of 
oOien,  (miBfortones  for  which  they  are  in  no 
sense  responnbl^)  in  addition  to  their  own. 

JjTow,  sir,  Biia  Hr.  V.  B.,  it  is  easrto  de- 
monstrate that  no  similarity  exists.  What  is 
tiie  object  of  this  hill  I  To  repair  a  wrong  in 
not  having  given  a  just  equivalent  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  life.  Do  the 
claims  of  any  others  rest  upon  a  basis  like  this  i 
Is  it  alleged  that  any  such  or  similar  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  soldier  f  Host  as- 
suredly not.  If,  then,  no  similarity  exists,  an 
attempt  to  conaect  them  would  be  plainly 
unjust. 

I  am  aware,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  of  the  imposing 
dianuiter  of  the  armament  that  has  beeu  nr^ 
tn  &Tor  of  the  claims  of  the  common  stiUier. 
In  a  Government  like  onrs,  appeals  in  their 
favor  cannot  be  made  without  effect.  They 
derive  their  force  from  that  all-pervading  jeal- 
ousy of  power,  which  is  generally  suppwed  to 
be  the  concomitant  of  official  station  and  acci- 
dental elevation.  Although  not  insensible  to 
its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to  complain 
of  its  ^ect ;  and  when  properly  directra  or 
controlled,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  tlie 
successful  operation  of  our  political  system. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  yielding 
our  judgments  to  favor  on  the  one  hand,  or 
improper  pr^ndice  on  the  other;  it  became 
our  duty  as  pnblio  men  to  know  no  distinctiims 
bat  those  of  merit,  and  no  nde  but  that  of  Jus- 
tice. Was  it  true,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partiality  of  the  Government  had  inclined  to 
the  offiooTf  in  preference  to  the  soldier  I  Is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  every 
case  the  former  has  been  treated  with  distrust, 
and  the  latter  with  indulgence?  Upon  what 
can  the  soldiers  predicate  a  claim  for  additional 
compensation?  Upon  the  ground  of  the  de- 
preciation, and  no  other.  The  losses  of  the 
officers,  on  this  acooant,  were  as  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative  differ- 
ence of  their  pay ;  and  yet  this  bill  contains 
no  provision  in  their  favor  upon  that  subject 
This,  the%  can  ibrm  no  objectitm  to  the  pro- 
posed allowance.  But,  rir,  in  relation  to  the 
rels^ve  con^ion  of  the  officer  and  soldier 
"when  tiier  entered  the  service,  General  W&sh- 
ington  informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  States, 
cont^ned  in  the  book  which  I  hold  in  my 
lumd,  that  the  private  soldiers  had  this  sign^ 
advantage  over  the  officers.  They  received  at 
tiie  time  of  enlistment,  from  the  States  by 
which  they  were  riused,  a  bounty  of  from  two 
to  three  hundred  dollars,  in  good  money,  or 
provision  for  their  families.  No  such  advances 
were  received  by  the  officers.  What,  sir,  said 
Ifr.  y.  B.,  has  been  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  Government?  The  average  pay  of  the 
offloers,  calculating  from  a  colonel  downwards, 
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was  forty  dollars  per  month.  That  of  tin 
soldier  was  six  doll^  and  a  quarter. 

Now,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  aBov- 
ance  to  officers  and  soldiers,  reduced  to  por- 
erty,  was,  tor  the  offleen^  twenty  dollars  ptr 
month,  and  for  the  soldiws  eight  dollan  per 
month.  Giving  to  the' officer  less  tbanltu 
pay,  and  to  the  soldier  more  than  full  pay. 
So,  said  he,  would  it  wer  be.  'Whatem 
might  be  the  declamatory  appeals  n^u  this 
subject,  there  no  danger  that  the  parti&Utj  of 
Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  for  tlie 
officer,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  fair  clsims 
the  soldier.  To  prevent  misapprehension,  said 
Mr.  V.  B.,  I  will  proceed  further.  I  htn 
said,  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  fetHhig 
which  had  been  so  strongly  pressed  into  the 
argument.  As  an  evidence  of  the  ancoi^ 
with  which  he  qwke,  he  expressed  his  viUipc- 
ness  to  adopt  any  measure  in  faror  (tf  the  ao- 
dier,  that  the  gentlemen  <^poeed  to  lum  coaU 
reasonably  d«ire.  Most  of  the  soldiers,  lud 
Hr.  T.  B.,  had  been  placed  upon  the  penaon 
list.  The  limited  number  who  bad  not,  maA 
average  seventy  years  of  age.  Let,  aoid  be, 
a  section  be  prepared,  ]dadng  all  who  had  en- 
listed for  the  war,  upon  the  pension  list,  at 
eight  dollars  per  month,  without  requiri&g 
evidence  of  poverty.  For  a  measure  like  thii, 
he  would  readily  vote;  if  even  more  van 
proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deliberate  atten- 
tion, and,  if  possible,  his  concurrence.  Frauds 
might  be  practised ;  but  they  would,  of  news- 
sity,  be  of  short  duration.  Even  now,  die 
expense  would  not  be  felt;  in  a  few  ^earsit 
would  cease  to  be  remembered;  vmle  the 
fnne  that  would  attend  it,  wonld  coiistitate 
one  of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  posfentf 
that  can  be  left  behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  opposing  the  bill  because  H 
oontiuns  no  provbion  for  the  soldier,  migbt  be 
not  with  some  propriety  ask  of  gentlemen  to 
propose  a  remedy  for  the  defect,  and  not  con- 
demn for  omission,  whilst  making  no  effi^  to 
have  that  omission  supplied  ? 

Another  cause  of  apprehension  from  this  biS, 
as  a  precedent,  arises  from  the  suppoation  ^ 
if  it  he  intended  to  provide  for  losses  ioconed 
by  the  depreciation  of  commutation  certificate^ 
the  Government  will  be  bound  to  compeDSi|te 
for  similar  losses  whether  incurred 
army  or  the  public  creditors.  These  ftan,  said 
Mr.  V.  B.,  I  conrider  visionary.  The  bill  does 
not  propose  a  compensation  on  account  of  ^ 
preciation.  This  wonld  be  impracticsU^v^ 
cause  no  data  conld  be  obtained  by  whicn  »a 
estimate  could  be  formed  to  jnstify  a  le^slatjre 
act.  The  depreciation  of  the  commntation 
certificates  has  been  referred  to  solely  f<x  tw 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  equity  of  a  cl*i" 
ori^ating  in  a  contract,  never  satisfied  b;  tbe 
act  of  commntation,  but  from  which  jon  are 
legally  absolved  by  the  acts  of  limitatM^ 
Until  the  soldiers  can  plead  a  similar 
and  the  equitable  conrnderations  which  t^<^ 
oers  have  thej  can  have  no  lij^ " 
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niaoe  their  olahiui  on  an  equal  footing.  Btitl 
leas,  Bir,  sud  Hr.  V.  B.,  can  it  be  said  that  thii 
bill  will  afford  a  pretext  for  reviving  the  dor- 
mant claims  of  uie  pnblio  creditors.  Their 
case  is  widely  different  from  that  either  the 
officers  or  the  soldiers.  While  the  pajr  of  the 
army  waa  fixed  and  stationary,  its  actual  Talne 
-was  r«daoed  the  depradatim  of  otoreDoy, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  reoeive  at  par. 
Bnt  the  siqipUera  of  the  aimy,  the  great  maaa 
of  pnblie  weditors,  related  tiieir  oontracta 
by  the  floctnations  in  which  they  eipveoted  to 
M  paid,  and  the  prioea  demanded  bore  an  exact 
proportion  to  its  depredation  in  market. 

It  has  been  urged,  too,  as  an  objection,  that 
provision  had  not  been  made  for  the  officers 
who  did  not  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
for  the  militia.  It  was  snfflcient  to  say  that 
with  them  the  Government  had  entered  into 
no  SQch  engagement.  The  surviving  officers 
of  the  revolution  who  had  been  eaUed  from 
service  before  the  end  of  the  war,  generally  by 
pnblio  oonsideratioDB,  would  not,  he  was  per- 
soaded,  r^ine  at  the  success  of  their  brethren 
in  amu,  or  make  it  tdie  baria  of  nnfoonded 
complaint  It  haa  been  stated  by  the  venerable 
and  worthy  Senator  before  me,  (Gen.  8.  Smni,) 
that  this  bill  win  not  embrace  his  case,  for  the 
reasons  he  has  given.  "Who  would  have  more 
cause  to  complsdn  than  he,  if^  indeed,  any  cause 
could  be  found  in  the  measure  proposed?  Of 
his  conduct  and  services  in  two  wars,  it  would 
be  superfluous  to  speak.  They  are  familiar  to 
ns  all ;  and  he  wished  he  could  add.  had  been 
as  well  appreciated  by  the  Union  as  by  the 
State  whose  interests  he  had  promoted  in  peace, 
and  whose  s^ety  he  had  defended  in  war. 
The  solicitude  which  he  had  manifested  for  the 
friends  of  bia  youth,  and  his  companions  in 
danger,  must  have  awakened  the  senribilities 
of  taoM  who  witnessed  it ;  while  hia  zealous, 
tfaoi^  dinntereeted  support  of  the  bill  upon 
Toar  table,  oonstituted  a  convinting  proof  that 
it  would  be  viewed  by  others,  who  mwht  be 
exeladed  fnm  its  pnrridona,  with  eqaalBatis' 
fiujtion. 

The  last,  and,  to  his  mind,  the  strongest 
objection  against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  was 
its  making  no  provision  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  deceased  officers,  who  were  entitled 
to  half  pay.  By  whom,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B., 
had  this  objection  been  adduced  t  By  the 
parties  themselves f  Ko,  sir;  by  those  who 
have  bad  no  conference  with  the  parties.  Do 
they  advocate  the  obdma  of  the  luon  ud  wid- 
ows becanse  tlwr  hare  heretofore  been  impor- 
tunate for  relief  I  No,  rir ;  from  the  first  a^ta- 
timi  ot  tius  qnesti<m  in  1810,  to  the  present 
moment,  he  was  aathorized,  he  believed,  to  ai^, 
that  not  a  rins^e  petition  had  been  presented 
io  their  behalf  Sir,  sud  Hr.  V.  B.,  we  resist 
the  claims  of  the  living  by  exorcising  the 
spirits  of  tiie  dead.  The  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia declares  that  be  will  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
leoaose  the  heirs  and  widows  are  not  inolnded, 
and  that  he  would  not  vote  fiv  it,  if  were. 
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It  has  been  asked  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth 
Oarolina,  whether  a  positive  debt,  a  vested 
interest,  does  not  descend  to  the  heir,  and 
whether  a  Government,  any  more  than  an  in- 
dividual, is  discharged  by  the  death  of  its 
creditor?  The  objection  thus  presented  is 
plausible  in  its  appearance,  bnt  he  was  per- 
suaded, easily  surmounted.  He  had  already, 
in  hia  opinion,  givm  a  satisfootory  anaww. 
VliateTer  m^t  ^ve  been  tiie  ori^nal  cfaarao- 
ter  of  the  claim,  it  oould  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  kgally  binding  on  tbe  Government.  It 
waa  barred  by  we  statute  of  limitations—* 
measnre  sometimes  harsh,  but  not  the  less 
founded  in  policy  and  Justice.  This  shield,  in- 
terposed by  the  Government  for  justifiable  ends^ 
might  be  removed,  at  the  option  of  the  Govern- 
ment, only  in  the  cases  which  policy  and  justice 
might  demand.  It  has  a  perfect  right  to  per- 
mit  it  to  operate  upon  the  officers,  their  wid- 
ows, or  their  heirs — and  neither  might,  in 
strictness,  have  a  legal  ground  of  complaint. 
I  have  endeavored,  sud  ib.  Y.  B.,  to  ^ow 
that  equity  requires,  and  poliCT-  does  not  forbid 
the  alloirauee  pmpoaed  for  the  snrriving  offi- 
cers. The  chums  of  the  widows  stood,  m  Ida 
opinion,  on  a  different  foundation.  But  he 
should  not  be  willing,  for  one,  to  oppose  them. 
Their  number  mnst  be  small;  not  half  as  great, 
in  all  probability,  as  that  of  surviving  ofBcers; 
say  one  hundred  at  the  outnde.  Give  them  a 
gratuity  of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  each ; 
and  if  necessary,  deduct  it  from  the  sum  yon 
would  otherwise  give  to  the  surviving  officers. 
They,  he  was  well  assured,  would  not  utter  a 
oomplunt.  On  the  contrsry,  the  value  of  what 
they  received,  would  be  doubly  enhanced  by 
the  cause  of  the  deduction.  The  snpposed 
claims  of  the  heirs  could  not  be  presented  to 
your  attention  with  equal  force.  Of  the  two 
tiiousand  four  hundred  and  ^h^  officers  of 
the  rerolnticai,  two  thousand  two  nnndred  and 
fifty  are  no  more.  Their  temporal  interest^ 
whatever  they  were,  have  been  distribnted,  in 
many  easea,  among  sucoesrive  generatioau;. 
To  ascertain  and  distribute  the  req^eotive 
shares  to  which  the  heirs  would  be  entitled, 
of  the  small  amount  now  proposed  to  be  g^ven, 
if  not  wholly  impraotioable,  would  involve  an 
expense  that  would  consume  the  means  of  your 
bounty ;  and  without  being  productive  of  sub- 
stantial benefit,  your  resources  would  be  ex- 
hausted. But,  said  he,  these  are  conmderationa 
of  an  inferior  character,  founded  on  expedienoy 
only.  Your  reftual  to  grant  to  the  heirs,  may 
be  placed  <m  the  highest  nvund  of  ]»inciple. 
Whatever  yon  now  do  in  wmr  of  the  offioer, 
most  be  TMontary,  prooeedii^  from  your  libep> 
ality  and  gratitnde.  All  other  ob%ati<Hia 
have  been  ent  off  by  time.  All  your  endow- 
ments springing  from  such  motivea,  being  for 
the  reward  of  personal  servioea,  may  wiUi  pro- 
priety be  confined  to  those  by  whom  those  ser- 
vices were  rendered.  This,  said  he,  is  not  a 
new  prindple  in  your  legislaticHi.  It  lies  at 
the  foondatioa  of  the  act  of  1818^  povidioA 
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not  for  the  heirs,  bat  oertdn  portknu  of  the 
nrcAiiticHisnr  offloers  and  ■oMma,  hr  the  opera- 
tim  of  whidi,  ndllionf  have  in  iiis  opinion 
beeo  beneficiallr  applied.  It  was  called  indeed 
a  peneion  set,  but  with  no  more  proprletj, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of  the 
Goremment,  than  the  bill  npon  joai  table. 

What,  acoording  to  these  principles,  Are  the 
grounds  npon  which  pensions  have  been  grant- 
ed I  They-  were,  exdnsiTely,  disability  pro- 
duced hj  known  wounds  received  in  the  public 
serrtce,  and  half  pay  for  a  limited  tune  to  the 
widow  and  infant  children  of  those  who  bad 
iallen  in  action.  Since  the  date  of  onr  inde- 
pendence, these  onlj  hare  been  the  legal  and 
i4>propriate  causes  for  being  placed  on  the  list  of 
pensiooers.  The  annoal  aUowanoe  to  a  limited 
nmnber  ct  the  offioera  and  aol^m  of  tb«  Bero' 
Intaonary  army,  by  the  act  of  1818.  was  found- 
ed on  no  micn  oottddwation,  otWwise  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deceased  officers 
and  soldieni  would  hare  been  as  much  wititled 
to  your  bounty  as  they  can  be  now.  They 
did  not  receive  it ;  and  the  only  Jostifiable  rea- 
son which  could  then  have  been  given,  was  the 
one  which  may  now  be  assigned.  You  had 
a  right  to  make  your  donation  personaL  Ton 
had  a  right  to  enlarge  or  contract  the  circle 
of  your  beneficence,  according  to  tout  own 
views  of  the  state  of  your  treasury,  the  exigen- 
cdes  of  society,  and  the  claims  of  humanity. 
Among  the  most  powerflil  motives  for  its  adop* 
ti<Hi,  was  the  denre  to  rescue  the  country  from 
the  reproach  of  seeing  those  to  whom  it  was 
indebted  for  its  tiberties,  thrown,  in  tiie  even- 
ing of  their  days,  amidst  the  prosperity  they 
had  been  instrumental  in  produoinff,  upon  the 
odd  diarities  of  an  unfeuing  world.  It  was 
to  wevent  the  vivid  and  heart-rending  picture 
of  Koman  ingratitude,  which,  though  the  in- 
vention of  modem  days,  has  so  long  interested 
the  world,  from  being  only  descriptive  of  real 
life  in  the  streets  of  this  proud  capital. 

Hr.  Y.  B.  said  be  would  say  nothing  as  to 
the  amount  Full  justice  had  already  been 
done  to  that  subject.  The  general  oldeot  was 
to  make  up,  in  part,  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
officers,  out  of  we  profits  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, by  the  sooeewkil  result  of  its  compromise 
witiitbem.  Let  UB^  therefore,  aaid  he,  pass  the 
Inll  upon  your  table.  Let  this  body  nave  the 
credit  of  originating  it  Let  no  narrow  or 
weak  views  Impede  our  course.  Ko  matter 
when  these  honorable  and  patriotic  men  are 
from ;  whether  from  the  North  or  the  Sontlk 
the  East  or  the  West ;  whether  from  the  old 
States  or  the  new.  In  every  State  where  the 
blessings  of  a  free  Government  are  enjoyed, 
there  they  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  habita- 
tion, that  could  not  £ul  to  work  Its  way  to  the 
hearts  of  their  fellow  citizens.  It  was  true,  he 
said,  that  by  the  list  submitted,  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  of  t^e  officers  resided  in  seven 
of  the  new  States,  and  he  was  not  acnry  for  it 
If  he  were  not  deceived  in  the  chanieter  as 
wflU  of  the  pet^e  ctf  those  Statcfli  as  <^  their 
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representatives  oa  that  floor,  they  would  re- 
jolea  that  an  oppcatOD^  was  thus  pneentcd 
to  evinoe  their  devotton  to  the  eanae  of  €ie 
revolution,  snd  th«r  gratitode  for  the  aervieei 
of  those  who  fought  onr  batdes  in  that  day, 
without  even  a  sun)iei(m  of  a  selfish  or  local 
object  This  will  tw  the  more  gratiiyh^  to 
them,  because  it  was  not  their  go<M  forttme,  as 
States,  to  be  in  a  utuaUon  to  take  part  in  that 
great  struggle,  out  of  which  grew  this  mighty 
empire,  and  all  the  blessings  of  civU  and  re- 
ligions libertfr,  that  we  now  so  pre-eminently 
eqjoy.  He  had  not  a  doubt  that  all  that  re- 
mained for  them  to  do,  they  would  do  well 
If  evidence  of  the  fact  were  wanting,  he  had 
only  to  allude  to  the  small  but  patriotic  Stau 
of  nUnoia,  which  altme  had  tnstmcted  her 
representatives  on  that  floor,  upon  the  an^ect 
nnder  oonsideration,  in  a  spirit  reflecting  upon 
heraelf  the  highest  credit,  and  affin^ng  the 
most  flattering  presage  of  her  fotore  gres^waa, 
Mr.  Y.  B.  said  that  be  was  distressed  by  the 
Mmadousneas  that  he  had  already  trecpeased 
too  much  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. In  any  other  case  he  would  have  ocat- 
sidered  it  reprehensible  to  have  done  so.  He 
would  there^re  (althon|:h  tiiere  were  yet 
many  considerations  which  he  intended  to 
have  ni^ed)  draw  his  observations  to  a  cIom^ 
There  was,  however,  one  point  upon  which  he 
felt  too  maeh  solicitude  to  suffer  it  to  pass  un- 
noticed. If  by  any  one  he  had  been  under- 
stood as  casting  anght  of  censure  or  reproach 
vpaa  the  old  Oongreas,  he  desired  to  correct  so 
erroneons  an  fanprestion.  He  oo^d  not  indeed 
have  done  so  conristentir  with  his  own  kng- 
cherished  opinicHis.  On  the  contnuy,  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  wcffld  ever  wituemd,  or  ever 
again  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  patriotie 
or  enlightened.  He  would  not  believe  that  it 
was  in  their  nature  to  be  indifibrent  to  the  just 
cl^ms  of  the  Bdvolutionary  army.  The  ques- 
tion with  them  was  not  wW  they  would,  but 
what  they  could  do.  The  embarraKments 
under  which  they  had  labored  from  want  of 
power,  and  the  backwardness  of  the  States, 
who  tliemselves  were  struicgling  against  the 
exhausting  effects  of  a  cmd^bloo^,  and  pn- 
tracked  war,  were  known  to  all.  UtO»  did 
he  wish  to  oast  reproach  np<m  the  coniwds  ui 
the  nation.  Everr  thing  could  not  be  done  at 
onoe.  Hneh  had  been  wne  nndw  the  presoit 
oonstitutifMi,  to  satisfy  the  clums  of  justice,  ud 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  republic.  It  is 
onr  good  fortune  that  something  still  remsins 
(or  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it  jon 
will  go  beyond  the  wishes  of  your  constituents 
— your  feelings  lag  behind  than.  Speaking 
for  his  immediate  constituents — and  be  had 
not  the  presumption  to  suppose  that  they  were 
more  Jnst  or  pnhlio-spirited  than  th^  neigh- 
bors— for  them  he  could  say,  with  OfHifidence, 
that  having  some  share  in  the  national  ftmUn, 
and  contributing  no  inconsiderable  pert  of  their 
amount,  they  would  williof^y  pour  them  on^ 
like  water,  to  a  oonae  so  n^iteoasL  With 
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them,  A  million  more  or  less  of  public  debt, 
oompared  wiA  the  praaervatioii  of  the  |mbIio 
fioth,  would  be  as  nothing.  He  gloried  in  the 
oonscloosnees  that  he  wee  ttie  repreaentatiTe 
of  •  peo^e  inflnenoed  br  sooh  elevated  senti- 
ments. Kwry  day,  said  be,  makes  the  remnant 
of  this  band  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the 
American  people.  When  that  period  arrives— 
vhich  a  majority  of  the  Senate  may  expect  to 
see— when  the  last  of  the  officers  of  the  Rovo- 
iationaiy  army  shall  be  called  from  time  to 
eternity,  it  wUl  be  the  oanse  of  keen  r^^t 
and  eeif  reproach,  if^  upon  a  review  of  the  past, 
U  shall  appear  that  any  thing  was  omitted  that 
ought  to  have  beat  dmie  to  nnooth  their  pas- 
sage to  the  tomb. 

One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  The 
Senator  from  Htdne.  (Hr.  Ohandlbb,)  who, 
althoagfa  he  had  lost  hia  fitther  in  the  stmgg^ 
had  fait  it  to  be  hia  duty  ^and  there  was  no 
man,  he  b^ieved.  who  more  miplicitly  followed 
his  sense  of  dut^)  to  oppose  the  bill,  hsd,  with 
his  characteristic  shrewdness  and  pertinency, 
asked — did  General  Wadilngtui,  whilst  at  the 
head. of  Government,  evor  reocmimend  tiiis  to 
the  notioe  of  Oongreest   The  worthy  Senator 
well  knew  what  the  answer  must  be,  and  the 
trmn  of  reflections  it  would  give  rise  to.  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not — but  why!  Before 
and  after  the  war,  he  spared  no  ptuns  to  make 
(he  States  sensible  of  what  was  due  to  the 
officers  on  this  very  point.   His  letters  have 
been  read.   He  urged  them  by  all  the  con- 
siderations that  belonged  to  the  subjeet,  to  act 
^Bclently  finr  their  rdi^.  He  iUfed.  After 
he  eame  into  the  Qovemment,  the  officers 
ttiemselTes  evinced  no  ^sporition  to  revive  their 
ehums,  and  it  certainly  would  not  have  become 
him  to  be  the  first  to  bring  them  forwa^.  It 
is  not  difficult  to  concave  why  the  officers 
were,  at  that  day,  willing  to  avud  aU  ^ipUca- 
tions  for  pecuniary  aid.   New  prospects  opened 
— they  were  probably  not  exempt  from  those 
feelings  of  ambition  and  hope  of  preferment, 
which  actuate  mankind.   They  have  out-lived 
them,  and  they  humbly  ask  for  Justice.  But, 
what  was  the  language  of  tne  Father  of 
his  Country,  when  the  subject  was  an  open 
ooet  In  hu  circular  of  June,  1788,  to  the 
Governors  cf  the  States,  he  s^ :— The  pro- 
vistm  of  half  pay  for  life,  as  promised  by  the 
naointicHi  ot  Oongiess,  was  a  reasonable  oom- 
peusation  offered  at  a  tfane  when  Congress  had 
nothing  else  to  give  to  the  effloers  for  services 
then  to  be  performed ;  it  wss  the  price  of  their 
Uood  and  your  iadtpendmMy  and  as  a  debt  of 
honor,  it  can  never  be  cancelled  until  it  he 
lairly  discharged." 

One  qaestion,  said  ICr.  Y.  B.,  and  I  have 
done.   Has  it  been  fiidrly  discharged  t 

Hr.  Pabbib  was  disposed,  he  said,  to  with- 
dnw  his  amendment,  with  the  understanding 
Jhat  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  renew 
'While  up,  he  would  remark  that  it  was 
tone  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  great  extent^ 
Men  paid;  but  there  are  many  who  have  not 
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been  p^d,  and  who  never  will  be  paid,  unless 
they  are  ynA  now,  aide  by  ride  with  their  offi- 
cers. It  is  the  officers  alone  who  have  kept 
the  claims  of  die  soldiers  alive.  The  sddieta 
cannot  meet  in  conventions,  issue  eirenlars, 
frsme  memorials,  and  get  up  all  the  necessary 
machinery  for  acting  on  the  public  sympathy. 
If  they  do  not  succeed  with  the  officers,  their 
claims  are  lost.  He  withdrew  his  moUon,  but 
should  renew  it  when  the  question  had  been 
taken  on  the  hill  as  reported. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,100,000. 

Hr.  KneoLEs  could  not  vote,  he  sud,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers. 
He  thought,  also,  that  those  officers  who,  on 
the  first  aUu*m  of  war,  left  the  plough  for  the 
ranKs,  were  as  well  ^titled  to  remuneration  as 
the  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Hr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  was,  he  said,  one  of 
those  officers  who  entered  the  Army  at  an  eariy 
period,  and  resigned  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had,  ^erefore,  no  claim,  and  never 
had  advanced  any.  None  who  left  the  Army 
before  the  close  of  the  war  can  have  any  claim. 
In  the  year  1778,  General  Washington  address- 
ed Congress  on  the  state  of  the  Army,  which 
was  near  dissolntion.  In  1 779,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers resigned ;  and  to  prevent  more  from  re- 
signing, the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No  one, 
then,  who  resigned  before  the  dose  of  the  war, 
can  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  from  the  provl- 
uons  of  that  aot. 


TcXBDAT,  January  29. 
SvTtinTiff  Q0etn  nf  tlu  Eetolution. 

The  hiU  for  the  relief  of  the  several  surriT- 
ing  Officers  of  the  Bevdutionary  Army,  was 
taken  up. 

The  question  being  on  filling  tiw  blank  in  the 
hill  with  1,100,000  doUars— 

Hr.  BuiTB,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  He  was 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  but  was 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  any 
eircnmstanoes,  and  would  ask  the  indnlgenoe  of 
the  Senate  while  he  offered  some  of  the  reasons 
upon  which  he  grounded  that  opposition.  Al- 
though he  was  far  from  entertuning  any  uur 
grateful  fiselings  towards  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Bev<dnti(»a>7  army,  yet  ha  could  never 
yield  his  aasent  to  the  assOTtton  that  Uiey  held 
ezdnrive  claims,  dther  upon  Uie  justice  or 
gratitude  of  this  Goveniment. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman  <rf  the 
eommittee  (Hr.  Wooiwubt)  which  repnted 
this  hill,  that  there  were  only  280  surviving 
officers  to  provide  for.  To  satisfy  the  clwros 
of  these  survivors,  it  was  necessary  to  fill  the 
hlankwiththe  sum  of  $1,100,000.  Atthecloee 
of  the  war,  the  whole  number  of  officers  then 
surviving,  entitled  to  half  pay,  were  2,480 ;  deduct 
from  that  number  280,  will  leave  2,260 ;  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  mortality,  it  is  fair  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  average  deaths  would  allow  a 
oalonlatiim  of  1,185  enutled  to  fiill  pay,  in  equal 
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degree  to  the  nurviving  officer*,  now  eonght  to 
be  provided  for.  This  would  require  an  addi- 
tional snm  of  $6,880,434,  which,  with  the  $1,- 
100,000,  asked  for  the  surrlTors,  would  make 
an  ag^^egate  of  $6,480,434.  If  either  Jostioe 
or  gratitude  require  the  Senate  to  make  provis- 
ion  for  the  sumTing  officers,  the  sume  meaBore 
of  justice  and  of  gratitude,  require  provision 
to  be  made  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
deceased  officers,  whose  rights  were  as  well 
founded,  and  whose  rights  were  as  perfect,  up 
to  the  time  of  their  respective  deaths,  a»  that 
of  the  soTTivors, 
Ur.  S.  said  he  had  yet  to  leam  by  what'  rule 
law,  or  by  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  dis- 
crimination oould  be  made.  It  was  a  settled 
prindple  of  municipal  law,  of  almost  the  whole 
dvilized  world,  foonded  in  nature  itseli^  and 
folly  rec(^izea  by  every  State  in  this  Union, 
to  its  fullest  extent,  that  in  all  cases  after  death, 
the  relations  of  the  deceased,  whether  his  widow 
or  his  children,  his  father  or  his  mother,  his 
brothers  or  his  sisters,  or  relations  In  any  other 
d^ree,  were  by  inheritance  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  his  estate,  in  whatsoever  it  might 
conBlst ;  whether  in  lands,  goods,  moneys,  or 
debts  due,  either  frcnn  private  individuals  or 
from  GovenuneDts.  If,  therefore,  this  be  a 
debt  of  obligation,  founded  on  contract,  to  the 
survivors,  it  is  equally  a  debt  of  obligation, 
founded  on  contract,  to  tlie  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased  officers.  And  it  wonld 
be  a  perversion  of  one  of  the  soundest  maxims 
of  law,  to  suppose  that  the  death  of  a  creditor 
cancels  the  debt,  or  lessens  the  obligations  of 
the  debtor. 

Hr.  President,  we  have  heard  it  stated,  dur- 
ing this  debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
BuooLsa,)  that  a  revolutionary  officer  of  dis- 
tinguished merit,  died  in  his  neighborhood.J)ut 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  left  a  family  of  twenty 
children,  two  of  them  twin  girls  only  four  years 
old.  Are  we,  Mr.  6.  asked,  to  close  our  eyes 
upon  the  claims  of  these  tender  and  helpless  in- 
fants, because  their  father  has  been  taken  fnHn 
them  by  the  hand  of  death  t  who,  bad  he  sur- 
vived but  8  few  weeks  longer,  would  have 
idiared  in  the  bounty  of  the  Government  asked 
£w  in  this  biU.  Are  we  to  forget  the  dMd, 
however  meritorious  their  elainu,  claims  found- 
ed on  the  very  same  law,  governed  by  the  same 
tides  of  constouction,  and  enhanced  by  the  pit- 
eous condition  of  the  objects  to  whom  it  must 
be  equally  due,  if  due  to  any,  merely  because 
we  behold  the  living  presenting  themselves 
personally  before  us  \  This  wonld  be  an  ex- 
hibition of  feeling  but  little  to  the  credit  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  I 

Congress  had  in  1781,  almost  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  promised  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for 
life  to  all  such  officers  as  should  remain  in  ser- 
Tice  to  the  end  of  the  war.  This  was  coneid- 
ered  an  odious  distinction,  and  became  exces- 
dvefy  unpopular.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of 
this  country,  and  was  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  that  liberty  fat  which  we  were  then  strag- 


gling, and  was  <ae  of  the  features  of  the  Brit- 
idi  GoTemment  which  produced  the  cmteit 
These  ofBcers  ^wed  U  in  that  fig^t  than- 
selves,  and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it;  ud  In  Bs- 
cember,  1782,  after  the  prdiminary  artides  <rf 
peace  had  been  signed,  voluutarilj  stated,  in  a 
petition  to  Congress^  their  belief  of  its  odioa 
character,  and  said  m  that  petititn,  We  are 
willing  to  commute  the  half  pay  pledged,  iat 
full  pajr  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  to 
a  oertam  sum  in  gross,  as  shall  be  agreed  to  hy 
a  committee  sent  with  this  address.** 

These  are  their  own  words,  and  tbenr  ova 
committee,  srat  with  that  address,  consisted  of 
KtvJor  Gen.  H.  Knox,  Brig.  Gen.  Patterson,  CoL 
Crane,  CoL  Maxwell,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Bontii^ 
twi,  (Jol.  Webb,  Col.  Huntmgton,  Ocd.  Coit- 
laod,  C(d.  CSnmmings,  Scott,  wm.  Emttii^ 
Ho^tal  Snrgeon,  Brig.  Gen.  Hasen.  <^om 
of  high  standing,  selected  and  depated  frm 
among  themselves,  with  full  powers  to  mila 
the  arrangement  with  Congress,  what  commn- 
tation  should  be  ^ven  for  the  half  pay.  And 
among  the  members  of  Congress  appointed  cs 
the  committee  to  make  this  arrangement  with 
the  committee  of  officers,  was  Gen.  Alexander 
Hamilton,  who  had  gone  through  the  wbtda 
war  himself  knew  the  relative  cliuma  of  then 
officers,  and  whom  he  was  one,  and  who  w«i 
as  Just  as  he  was  genottus,  and  as  generous  ss 
he  was  brave ;  which  was  really  surrendtting 
almost  the  whole  mattw  into  th«r  own  lundli 
to  setde,  and  it  was  settled  to  be  equal  to  fin 
years*  fhll  pay,  and  no  more.  And  vh^  set- 
tied  at  that,  it  was  not  made  oompuls(»7  by  ths 
resolution  of  Congress,  but  left  optional  to  ac- 
cept the  five  years'  full  pay  or  hold  on  to  the 
half  pay  for  life.  Ten  States,  New  Hampdiue^ 
Massachusetts  Connecticut,  Rhode  IslaDd,  Kew 
York.  New  Jersey^  Pennsylvania,  Delawarib 
Maryland,  and  Virgmia,  accepted  it  by  lines ,  sod 
not  a  murmur  was  heard  for  twenty-seven  yean 
afterwards,  when,  for  the  first  time,  they  brouj^ 
itup.  Andatthedistanoeofforty-foaryearsths 
Senate  are  told  the  commutation  was  myostt 
arbitrarily  settled  at  the  discareticn  of  Congress, 
and  forced  upon  those  c^Bona  without  any  si- 
temative,  to  take  that  or  nothing;  and  that 
they  come  now  to  oak  justice,  and  donand  a 
fulfilment  of  the  compact  And  gentlemtn 
affirm  that  upon  principles  of  law  and  eqnily, 
it  is  a  contract  not  yet  nUfiUed,  and  which  in  s 
court  of  justice  tiie  Government  would  bs 
bound  to  ^fil 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  brought  up  at  tlrt 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  but  he  understood  the  law  of 
contracts  better  than  that  To  render  a  eon- 
tract  binding  on  both  parties,  nothing  was  M- 
cessary,  but  that  the  parties  were  capable  to 
contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  sctoally  ^ 
did  contract.  And  u  capable  and  willing  t4 
do  BO,  they  could  malce,  and  conld  change  that 
contract  as  often,  uid  into  as  many  forms  ai 
they  pleased.  It  required  no  lawyer  to  know 
thia,  It  wiu  every  di^'s  ^wtice,  with  every 
man  in  the  QoTenuneni.  But  we  have  aludv 
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ioD  of  paying  OoTemment  contraots  as  often  as 
they  are  asked  for.  "What  was  the  contract  f 
First,  that  the  officers  who  should  remain  in 
the  Army  to  the  condosion  of  the  war,  should 
be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life.  "Who  asked 
to  change  it  t  The  officers  themselves.  When 
it  was  changed,  to  whom  was  it  submitted  for 
acceptance  ?  To  the  officers  themselves.  Who 
did  accept  it  in  the  very  form  in  which  Con- 
gress had  placed  it;  to  be  paid  in  secnrities,  or 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  instead  of 
the  half  ^y  promised  for  life  f  After  they  had 
done  so,  it  would  be  sporting  with  the  rights 
of  the  GoTemment,  to  say  the  contract  had  not 
been  fulfilled  tm  her  put.  If  the  Government 
has  any  rights,  it  has  the  aame  rights  of  indi- 
Tidaals,  ffoveroed  by  the  same  roles,  and  enti- 
tled to  the  same  privileges  And  it  would  be 
idle  to  say,  when  the  Government  had  done  no 
more  than  to  meet  the  very  wishes  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  gave  them  what  they  asked  for,  that 
the  contract  was  not  fulfilled,  because  the  ope- 
ratioos  of  the  change  had  not  proved  as  pros- 
perous as  some  of  them  hod  wi^ed. 

Hr.  President,  oar  gratitude  has  been  invoked 
on  this  occasion.   The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 

Sir.  IT.,)  has  read  various  letters,  written  by 
en.  W^ington  to  Congress,  stating  the  dis- 
content of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  the  hard- 
stupa  they  endured,  and  concludes  by  saying, 
tiwy  would  have  qtut  tiie  Army,  had  not  Con- 
gress promised  them  the  half  pay ;  and  asserts, 
it  is  to  those  officers  that  we  are  indebted  for  our 
dvil  and  religions  liberty,  as  well  as'  fur  our  in- 
dependeooe  as  a  nation,  and  the  freedom  of  do- 
b^  we  now  exercise  in  tiiis  Senate.  Ur.  S. 
said,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  detract 
from  the  military  merits  of  those  officers ;  and 
much  less  would  ho  have  supposed  they  were 
actuated  by  the  hope  of  pecuoiory  reward,  to 
continue  in  the  Army,  had  not  iJie  gentleman 
himself  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 
pay  which  kept  them  there.  He  was  willing, 
himself  to  ascribe  to  them  better  motives  for 
remdiung  in  the  Army,  than  the  hope  of  pe- 
cuniary reward.  Ue  was  willing  to  believe  it 
was  patriotism  that  kept  them  in  the  Army. 
All  your  gallant  men  prefer  the  thick  of  battle, 
«nd  seek  death  itself,  as  the  hij^hest  nwfu>d  of 
the  brave.  And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  Amer- 
ifien  Senate,  to  pay  those  officers  a  second  time 
because  thc^  would  have  left  the  Army  in  the 
time  of  its  greatest  peril,  but  for  the  promise  of 
half  pay? 

Mr.  President,  it  is  an  error  that  is  gaining 
grotind  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  the 
period  of  the  revolution,  that  tlie  independence 
of  this  Government  was  achieved  solely  by  the 
l^gular  army.  It  is  an  error  that  has  been 
■  promoted  bv  the  very  officers  themselves,  and  to 
vhioh  gentlemen  very  naturally  •ubsoribe  who 
vitneswd  no  part  of  tiu»e  times  which  tried 
kuq'b  lonb.  iliat  war  was  a  war  without  a 
parallel.  It  was  forced  upon  the  peofde  of  this 
wnntry  when  they  had  neither  UMmey,  arms, 
experience :  and  not  more  than  tiiree  milr 
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lions  and  a  half  of  a  popuIaUon.  In  this  situa- 
^n  they  had  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced 
enemy,  with  a  veteran  army,  and  experienced 
and  ^^lant  officers  at  its  head.  The  most  de- 
termmed  doubted ;  but  there  appeared  to  be 
no  alternative,  and  a  general  enthusiasm  per- 
vaded the  whole  community,  with  a  few  ex- 
cepUons;  and  all  who  valued  freedom  were 
eager  for  battle,  in  defence  of  their  homes  and 
their  firesides,  and  death  or  lit>erty  was  the  nni- 
versal  motto.  It  was  this  proud  eminence  as- 
sumed by  the  American  people,  that  gave  them 
liberty,  independence,  and  freedom  <^  debate : 
not  the  Boroid  mercenary  hopes  of  pecuniary 
reward. 

But,  sidd  Hr.  S.,  it  has  nearly  come  to  this, 
since  time  has  thrown  a  veil  over  those  scenes 
and  achievements  that  onfdit  to  characterize 
that  war,  that  we  are  taoght  to  believe  that 
during  that  war,  every  thing  was  quiescent,  ana 
everybody  happy  at  home  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  families  and  fortunes,  except  the  regular 
army ;  and  that  tliere  was  but  httle  praise  due 
to  any  but  the  officers.  The  arguments  seem 
to  go  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  the  correct 
history  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  this  opinion,  know  but  little  of 
that  war,  as  it  was  carried  on  in  the  three 
southern  States  of  North  Carolina,  SouUi  Caro- 
lina, and  GetNTg^ 

The  chflirmsn  (Hr.  W.)  has  told  nsj  these 
officers  broke  np  tiieir  connections  in  life,  and 
left  their  families  and  their  homes  to  serve  their 
country.  And  so  devoted  was  one  of  them 
that  he  left  his  dead  father  unburied,  to  enter 
the  Army.  This,  all  will  admit,  was  patriotio. 
But  what  does  this  weigh  when  compared  with 
the  bloody  scenes  that  spread  horror  and  deso- 
lation throughout  the  two  Carolioas  and  Georf^ 
during  the  years  1779,  1780,  and  1761 ;  a  good 
part  of  which  lime  you  had  no  regular  army 
there.  Whilst  the  British  Army  were  there 
ravaging  the  country  wherever  they  went;  not 
a  horse  in  the  country  upon  which  they  could 
lay  their  hands,  that  they  did  not  take,  to  re- 
pair the  waste  in  their  own  cavohr,  or  for  the 
use  of  their  baggage  wagons.  All  the  cattle^ 
hogs,  sheep,  flour,  wheat)  corn,  and  every  de- 
scription of  forage,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapacity. 
And  what  was  not  consumed,  was  wantonly 
bnrued  and  destroyed.  The  tones,  following 
in  their  trun,  burning  dwelling  houses,  out 
buildings,  and  fences,  and  laying  waste  with 
fire  and  sword,  all  that  came  in  their  way. 
Plundering  the  defenceless  women  and  children 
of  any  little  remains  of  provisions  that  the 
Army  might  have  left,  and  stripping  them  of 
their  wearing  apparel,  and  the  very  bed  clothes 
that  covered  them  by  night.  Mothers  and 
daughters  who  had  seen  better  times,  labored 
in  Uie  field  to  proonro  a  aomXj  sub^tuiGe ; 
whilst  the  &thet8  and  brothers  were  banumng 
&e  enemy,  and  fighthig  the  battles  of  their 
country.  Not  in  ue  regular  army,  bnt  in  vol- 
unteer uid  self-created  bodies ;  self-trained,  and 
mounted  on  their  own  horses^  and  armed  with 

Digitized  by 


BntAts.] 

their  own  rides,  and  other  armB,  snoh  as  tfae7 
could  procure ;  all  at  their  own  expense,  with- 
out the  aid,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  They  annoyed  the  enemy 
by  hanging  on  their  borders,  killiog  their  light 
troops,  cutting  off  their  foraging  parties,  shoot- 
ing their  sentries  at  their  posts,  and  destroying 
and  dispereins  the  tory  parties  wheresoever 
they  assembled.  No  friend  of  his  country  could 
remun  at  home  in  safety.  Many  who  ventured 
there  for  *  momentj  were  dragged  firom  the  bo- 
sonu  of  their  fomibea,  and  butchered  at  their 
own  doors.  Others  who  were  taken  \n  arms, 
were  treated  as  rebels,  and  hunff  upon  the 
lunbs  of  trees,  on  the  road  sides.  These  scenes 
became  so  familiar,  that  the  spilling  of  human 
blood  lost  the  most  of  ita  horrors. 

While  this  undisciplined  warfare  was  carried 
on  by  the  community  at  large,  by  a  spirit  of 
patriotism  unrivalled,  General  Sumter,  with  no 
other  authority  than  a  commission  nrom  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  for  the  Legislative  body 
was  dispersed  by  the  enemy,  drew  to  his  stand- 
ard a  respectable  number  of  volunteer  militia, 
who  displayed  as  much  braTery,  and  fought  to 
aa  much  purpose,  as  any  continental  troops  be- 
longing to  the  regular  anny.  They  oistin- 
gaished  themselves,  and  were  Tiotorions  in  al- 
most every  battle  they  fought.  Their  leader 
was  as  gallant  a  soldier  as  ever  drew  a  sword^ 
with  all  the  qnalities  of  a  cool,  circumspect 
general.  His  successfiil  operations  were  more 
confined  to  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of 
the  State, 

General  Ifarion,  who  acted  under  a  similar 
cAnroission,  only  mim  the  Governor,  confined 
himself  more  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State — 
whose  partisan  corps  were  entirely  volunteers, 
also.  Mr.  S.  said  uiat  he  might  be  more  accu- 
rate as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Ramsqr^s  W^rj  of  the  United  States. 
Speaking  of  the  promotion  and  snceess  of  Gen- 
eral Sumter  he  Ba^s :  '*  About  the  same  time 
Hariou  was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  who 
In  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  State, 
prosecuted  a  similar  plan.  Unfurnished  with 
the  means  of  defence,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
possession  of  the  saws  of  the  saw-milla,  and 
to  convert  them  into  horseman's  swords.  So 
much  was  he  distressed  for  ammunition,  that  he 
has  ei^aged,  when  he  had  not  three  rounds  for 
each  man  of  his  party.  Various  schemes 
were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  co- 
operating with  him.  M^or  Wemys  burned 
scores  of  houses  on  Pedee,  lindi'a  Greek,  and 
Black  RWer,  beloDging  to  sneh  as  were  sup- 
posed to  do  dnty  with  Marion,  w  to  be  subser- 
Tient  to  his  views.  Having  no  bouses  to  shel- 
ter them,  the  camps  of  their  country  became 
their  homes.  For  many  months,  Marion  and 
his  party  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  shelter  themselves  in  deep  swamps. 
From  these  retreats  they  sallied  out  whenever 
an  opportunity  of  harassing  the  enemy,  or  of 
serving  their  country,  presented  itselt" 

HarUia  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and  lived 


at  his  ease.  He  abandoned  it  all,  made  the 
morasses  his  dwelling  place,  and  his  ratioBs 
were  parched  com  ana  potatoes,  when  be  could 
get  them.  He  may  justly  be  called  the  Leooi- 
OBS  of  the  South.  He  never  was  defeated,  no- 
could  the  strongest  threats,  or  the  most  Satter- 
ing  promises  from  the  enemy,  indaee  him  for 
one  moment  to  forsake  the  cause  of  his  ooan- 
try.  Sumter  and  Marion  oonld  have  had  any 
promotions  they  would  have  asked  for  in  the 
British  Army,  if  they  would  have  accepted  it. 
Or  if  they  would  have  lud  down  their  arms, 
even  at  the  most  gloomy  moment  of  that  per^ 
ilous  time,  they  could  have  been  protectea  m 
their  persons  and  fortunes  by  that  army.  Bat 
they  were  inspired  with  other  conrideratton^ 
of  a  higher  character.  They  were  inspired  by 
a  patnotism  and  love  of  country  that  never 
tired,  and  taught  them  to  look  upon  pecantary 
rewards  as  trash ;  not  to  be  put  in  competitkn 
with  a  soldier's  honor,  nor  with  a  patriot's  love 
of  liberty.  Their  troops,  composed  aa  they 
were,  entirely  of  volunteer  militia,  frona  the 
mass  of  citizens,  were  equally  inspired  by  the 
same  motives.  There  never  was  a  rc^lar  amj 
belonging  to  the  Government,  from  &e  be^b- 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  revolntionaty  war,  tost 
endured  such  hardships,  who  fon^t  more  or 
more  successfiil  battles,  or  rendered  more  es- 
sential service.  These  men  never  received  a 
farthing  from  the  General  Government^  neither 
for  their  sendees  nor  their  arms,  which  they 
furnished  for  themselves  for  the  most  part, 
Nor  has  a  single  man  among  them,  however 
hacked  or  out  to  pieces,  ever  been  placed  upon 
your  Pension  RolL 

Many  of  the  first  citizens  of  Sooth  Carolina 
were  seized.  Incarcerated  in  prison  ships,  and 
sent  to  St.  Angastine,  and  other  unwholesome 
dimes,  to  snrane  thdr  patriotism;  many  of 
whom  noished.  C<A.  Lanrens,  the  elder,  was 
sent  to  England  and  impriscmed  in  tbeTowv, 
to  snbdue  his  own  patriottsm,  and  strike  terror 
in  others.  These  tortures  were  endured  by 
men  who  lived  in  the  lap  of  ease  and  fortune^ 
all  of  which  was  abandoned  to  the  reckkst 
ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  they  would 
abandon  the  cause  of  that  independence  ia 
which  they  had  embarked.  Was  there  any  offi- 
cer in  the  Continental  Army  who  suffered  sneh 
hardships,  and  made  such  sacrifices  for  the 
cause  of  freedom  !  Who  is  there  who  would 
not  rather  rnsh  ujwn  the  spear  of  his  wieiny, 
and  hazard  his  life  in  battle,  than  be  confined 
in  the  hoU  of  a  prison  ship,  in  aa  nnwhole- 
Bome  clime?  At  the  same  vom  these  scenes  of 
horror  and  discomfiDrt  were  goinir  on  in  Stntk 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  North  Carcdina  were 
also  engaged  in  those  of  a  similar  character, 
except  that  the  British  Army  remained  prind- 
pally  in  Soath  Carolina.  The  three  States 
were  destitute  for  a  long  time  of  even  the  sem- 
blance of  a  r^ular  army.  It  was  the  gallantry 
and  patriotism  of  the  farmers  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  quit  their  ploughs,  and  embodied  an- 
der  C6L  Caswell,  a  militia  ofltoer,  that  totsllgr 
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defeiUed  sod  disperaed  ft  large  body  of  Scotch 
toriee,  that  had  collected  to  the  ro;al  standard, 
on  Caipe  Fear  River,  in  1776,  and  gaTe  a  ^ock 
to  the  formidable  torj  party  ia  that  quarter, 
from  which  it  DOTer  recovwed.  This  was  ef- 
fected by  their  own  mean  a,  without  the  aid  of 
a  ContineDtal  o&oer  V>r  soldier,  or  so  much  as 
ft  sabre  furnished  by  the  General  Government. 
For  which  they  never  received,  nor  did  they 
«Ten  astc,  a  farthing. 

These  achievements  were  followed  up  by  the 
battle  of  Kill's  IConntain,  in  the  antamn  of 
1780,  under  Col.  Gampbell,  of  Virginia,  Col. 
Cleveland,  and  Col.  Bhdby,  and  othm  of  North 
Carolina,  CoL  Lacey,  Col.  HilL  and  others  of 
Soath  Carolina,  who  asaemblea  the  volnnteer 
militia  of  their  neiffhb<»hoodfl,  to  st^  the  high- 
handed career  of  the  epemy ;  and  the  Listonan 
sajrs,  "  They  had  so  Uttle  of  the  mechanism  of 
the  regular  army,  thi^  the  Colonels,  by  com- 
mon comtent,  commanded  each  day  alternately. 
The  hardships  these  volunteers  underwent 
were  very  great.  They  subsisted  for  weeks 
together  without  tasting  bread  or  salt,  or  spir- 
ituous liquors,  and  slept  ia  the  woods  without 
blankets.  The  running  stream  quenched  their 
thirst.  At  night  the  euih  afforded  them  a  bed, 
and  the  heavens,  or  the  limtie  of  trees,  were 
th^  covering.  Ears  <tf  comf  or  pompions 
thrown  into  the  Are,  with  occasional  supplies 
of  beef  or  venison,  kUled  in  the  woods,  were 
the  chief  articles  of  their  provisions." 

Under  all  those  dlsadvant^lieB,  these  volunteer 
officers  and  ciUzens,  without  a  moments  trun- 
ii^,  met  a  veteran  ofBoer  of  great  experience, 
and  as  brave  a  partisan  officer  as  any  in  the 
British  army,  on  ground  chosen  for  the  occa- 
sion by  himself;  and  with  a  very  small  loss  on 
their  part,  killed  and  wounded  225,  among  them 
Col.  Fei^son,  their  commander;  and  took  800 
prisoners,  with  all  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
baggage.  The  annals  of  the  whole  revolution- 
ary war  do  not  afford  a  more  brilliant  achieve- 
ment, or  one  effected  with  more  cool  and  ddib- 
•rate  bravery,  by  any  portim  of  the  regular  snny. 

It  were  uese  red^snees  and  these  snooeeses 
Uiat  gave  tiie  first  check  to  the  British  aims. 
It  destroyed  tiieir  hopes  of  submission;  and 
IfToved  that  freemen,  without  induing  and 
irithout  disoi^hi^  were  too  brave  to  be  oon- 
qoered. 

Those  men  and  officers  did  not  fight  your 
battles  for  money.  They  never  cost  your  Gov- 
ernment a  single  cent.  They  fiimished  their 
own  rifles,  with  which  they  principally  fought. 
They  furnished  their  own  clothes,  and  their 
own  horses ;  and  tlieir  slender  and  humble  ra- 
tions they  picked  up  where  they  could  find 
them ;  and,  like  the  other  citizens  who  fought 
oar  battles,  without  the  aid  o£  Oovemmoit,  if 
any  were  wounded  or  disabled,  the  Govern- 
ment has  positivdy  reAued  to  plaee  them  on 
the  Fenritn  Boll,  but  has  left  them  to  beg  th^ 
bread,  or  sture^  if  they  could  find  no  relieC 
And  yet  we  are  oMifidenUy  told  by  gentiemen, 
in  this  debate^  that  we  owe  our  in^pendenoe 
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as  a  nation,  and  the  freedom  of  debate  which 
we  eqjoy  in  this  Senate,  ezelnsively  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolutioiury  army.  Gentlemen 
Vho  assert  this  fact,  have  never  known  by 
what  means  the  revolutionary  war  was  carried 
on  in  the  Carolinaa  and  Georgia;  otherwise, 
they  must  have  forgotten  it  If  tiiey  had  not, 
they  could  not  say  that  freemen,  whose  blood 
had  streamed  in  torrents  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  WW;  whose  valor  in  battle  hod  been  un- 
rivalled ;  who  had  sacrificed  their  fortunes,  and 
abandoned  their  fomiliM  and  their  boioes,  and 
every  private  comfort  for  its  support,  owed 
their  independence,  and  freedom  of  debate  in 
this  Senate,  to  the  prowess  of  any  other  arm 
but  tiieir  own. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  tiiat  it  had  been  affirmed 
that  the  r^lar  Army  had  defended  the  South- 
em  States.  Some  ptHlions  of  the  regular  army 
had  been  there,  it  was  true,  but  had  rendered 
no  sort  of  serrice,  whatever,  until  the  arrival  <^ 
General  Greene,  in  1781. 

When  the  British  made  on  attack  on  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776,  before  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  with  a  view  of 
reducing  Charleston,  General  Lee,  a  Continental 
officer,  next  in  command  to  General  Washing- 
ton himself^  instead  of  defending  the  fort  as  h» 
oufl^t  to  have  done^  declared  it  unposrible,  and 
ordered  tiie  fort  to  be  surrendered;  when  OoL 
Moultrie,  of  the  mUitia,  refused  to  obey  the 
order;  but  stid  he  would  continue  the  defence 
of  the  place,  and  would  take  the  responsibility 
of  a  fulure  upon  himself  Your  Continent^ 
General  retired  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  CoL 
Moultrie,  with  the  gallantry  (rf  a  veteran,  sus- 
tiuned  the  attack,  for  ten  hours  in  succession, 
agmnst  ten  British  ships,  two  of  which  were 
fifty  gnn  ships.  The  si^  terminated  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  the  enemy*s  ships,  and  a  total  re- 
pulse of  the  whole  fleet.  This  was  the  first 
essay  of  a  Continental  officer  in  the  South. 

The  next  was  General  Uncoln,  an  experi- 
enoed  Continental  officer,  who,  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  17B0,  eurrmdered  to  the  enemy, 
without  tlw  fire  of  a  gun,  the  city  of  Charles- 
tony  both  the  Omtinental  and  militia  army, 
with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  «id  upwards  of 
400  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  put  the  Miemy  in 
the  stnmghold  of  the  Southern  States,  from 
whence  they  could,  and  did  play  in  every  di- 
rection, to  the  great  embarrassment  of  the 
southern  section. 

Col.  Buford,  with  a  regiment  of  Continental 
infantry,  and  some  horsemen,  was  sent  to  the 
relief  of  South  Oandina.  They  were  assailed 
by  Col.  Tarleton,  and  after  the  first  fire,  laid 
down  their  arms  and  sued  for  quarters,  which 
was  denied  them ;  and  they  were  literally  cut 
to  pieces.  And  a  great  portira  of  those  who 
were  not  dain  oa  the  fiud,  had  their  arms  or 
hands  cutofi^  or  thdr  heads  and  bodies  hacked 
to  pieces. 

General  Gates,  another  experienced  Conti- 
nental cffioM',  vas  sent  to  South  Corcdina  with 
a  Unr  mors  ttisn  900  legnlor  troop**  To  these 
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were  added  8,000  militia  from  the  neighboring 
Sutea.  With  these  4,000  men  he  met  the 
British  army,  near  Camden,  in  South  Carolina, 
and  a  battle  ensued.  No  sooner  did  the  enemj 
display  their  colomns,  and  commence  a  heavy 
fire,  than  General  Gates  Sed.  Nor  did  ho  stop 
nntil  he  reached  Hillsborough,  a  distance  of  160 
mllefl,  and  then  but  for  a  short  time.  The  Con- 
tinental soldiers  under  Baron  de  Kalb,  and 
some  <^  the  militU  nnder  their  ovn  officers, 
Ibnght  with  difltingnidied  gallantry.  But  they 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  were  aU 
dther  kinedf  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  But 
not  a  vestige  of  the  regular  army  remained  for 
active  operations.  And  with  them  were  taken 
all  the  artillery  and  200  baggage  wagons.  The 
Btate  was  again  left  to  the  fdternative  either 
to  submit  as  rebels,  and  seek  protection  from 
the  enemy,  or  fight  their  own  battles,  without 
the  least  hope  of  assistance  from  the  General 
Government.  They  preferred  the  latter,  which 
they  carried  on  with  an  enthusiasm  that  was 
never  surpassed  and  but  rarely  equalled. 

This  state  of  things  condnued  until  General 
Greene  went  on  the  next  year ;  and  even  then, 
nuoh  was  done  the  militia.  At  the  Cow- 
pens  the  British  had  1,100  men,  Md  the  .^^ner- 
icans  not  more  than  800;  ttro-tbirda  of  them 
were  militia,  who  were  nnder  the  command  of 
Col.  Hckens.  They  formed  the  first  line  a 
few  bandred  yards  in  advance,  and  received 
the  first  fire ;  then  fell  back,  as  they  were  or- 
dered to  do,  and  immediately  rallied  and  joined 
the  regulars  in  charging  the  enemy  with  fixed 
bayonets,  which  threw  them  into  complete 
contusion,  and  five  hundred  of  the  British  anny 
l^d  down  their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Greene  took  command  of  the 
southern  army,  it  consisted  of  only  2,000  men, 
more  than  half  of  whom  were  militia.  The 
battles  he  fought  at  Gnilfbrd  and  Entaw,  were 
said  to  have  bera  the  two  heet  fought  battles 
of  the  revolntion;  and  more  than  half  his 
army,  at  each  place,  were  militia.  He  was  a 
man  of  peculiar  skill,  and  of  distinguiuhed 
bravery ;  and  did  honor  to  the  cause  in  which 
be  was  engaged.  But  the  bravest  General 
could  not  fight  without  an  army,  and  his  regu- 
lar soldiers  were  but  about  1,000;  and  these 
were  kept  as  a  reserve.  His  militia  were  al- 
ways placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle ;  many 
of  whom  were  killed.  And  that  was  the  last 
the  General  Government  knew  of  them.  It 
neither  cave  them  pay,  honor,  nor  provided  for 
their  suffering  fiumlies. 

The  war  In  Bonth  Carolina  was  so  protracted, 
and  raged  with  such  violenoe^  that,  in  addition 
to  the  volunteer  services  of  almost  every  man 
in  it,  tiiat  State,  instead  of  paying  one-thir- 
teentb  part,  which  would  have  been  more  than 
its  proportion,  paid  more  than  ono-fifth  part  of 
the  whole  expense  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
Whilst  the  great  State  of  New  York  paid  but 
$1,300,000,  South  Carolina  paid  $4,000,000, 
al^ongh  ranked  among  the  small  States.  The 
State  of  Uaryland  pdd  but  $800,000.  Not- 
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withstanding,  it  is  urged  that  we  owe  oar 
erty  and  independence  to  a  very  small  n^nhr 
army,  from  whose  effideney  the  sonthera  8tat« 
received  but  little  assistance,  when  oompntd 
with  their  own  unoeanng  efforts.  Tbis  dam 
of  the  petitioning  o£Bcers  is  placed  on  SDotber 
ground,  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  novd,  iriiieh 
is  that  the  certificates  given  in  oommotatin 
for  the  half  pay,  bad  been  parchased  from  them 
by  speculator^  for  a  very  small  eonridentien. 
1m  answer  to  that  argnment  is  plainly  doi: 
If  the  Government  were  bound  to  protect  ill 
citizens  from  the  grasp  of  speculation,  it  voM 
have  more  than  a  Herculean  labor  to  p^orm. 
Where  could  such  a  re^uisitioa  endf  Tlie 
Government  had  fulfilled  its  engagements,  ind 
it  belonged  to  those  who  were  interested  to 
guard  against  imposition. 

Another  and  a  louder  complaint  against  Q» 
Government  is  uttered :  that  in  estabtifliiDg 
the  funding  system,  Congress  had  done  injnstia 
by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  interest  for  ta 
years.  But  apon  a  fair  calculation  the  intemt 
will  average  more  than  five  per  cent.  And 
four  per  cent,  is  considered  a  Teiyhi^pcr 
cent  when  secured  upon  the  fidth  die  Gof- 
emment,  as  this  was.  It  is  far  beyond  tnj 
peroenti^  produced  by  your  best  agricultunsti. 
Moreover,  tnese  claims  were  placed  precise^ 
on  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  every  other  dU- 
zen.  And  who  were  they  that  settled  tbe 
principles  upon  which  the  public  debt  tm 
funded  f  General  Hamilton,  and  many  other 
revolutionary  otBcers,  were  among  the  mof* 
prominent  members  of  that  Congress.  And 
General  Washington  was  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  craistitii- 
tional  powers,  could  have  negatived  the  law. 
And  can  we  for  a  moment  sDppose  dist  be 
wonld  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seen  aqy 
like  ii^ttstiee  contained  in  It?  We  do  not  be- 
lieve he  ever  slumbered  over  the  rights  (tf  tbow 
officers  whom  he  had  oonmiaDded,  and  wbxm 
respected. 

The  troth  is,  that  the  officers  of  your  Revi^ 
tionary  army,  had  been  more  libo^Iy  provid- 
ed for  than  any  other  class  of  men,  in  this  w 
any  other  country.  In  addition  to  tbeir  pV 
during  their  time  of  actuiU  service,  they 
promised  half  pay  for  life,  after  they  show 
retire  from  the  army,  whidi  was  conanotw 
for  five  years*  full  pay — which  was  a  mighty 
stretch  for  a  Government  at  the  dawn  ctf  itt 
Btruegle  for  freedom — and  were  promised  '^ 
received  lai^  tracts  of  valuable  lauds.  Ewn 
ofiicer,  from  a  midor-general  down  to  an  ei^^ 
hod  his  luids^  and  that  placed  npon  the  dm* 
i^rtile  spots.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Soutboa 
States  gave  their  officers  large  tracts  of  a* 
finest  land  in  the  world.  Virginia  gave  Iflf** 
ly  and  liberally  in  lands  to  her  offioere.  fio°^ 
Carolina  did  the  same.  Nort2i  OwoKm 
to  each  brigadier-general  19,000  acres;  to  * 
colonel,  7,200;  to  a  c^tain,  8,600; 
General  Greene  that  State  gave  26,000  Kto, 
that  were  Bidd,  at  one  tiAM,  to  be  mith  fWH* 
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000.  To  that  meiitoriotis  offioer,  Georgia 
leaTe  |33,600  in  tnoner,  and  Sooth  Caro- 
lina gave  him  $45,000  in  money.  These 
were  free-wiU  offerings,  after  the  war  was 
aided,  which  those  States  were  prompted  to 
DiAke,  to  exalted  merit,  for  distingaished  ser- 
vioee ;  and  sorely  thej  wonld  redeem  Uie  Caro- 
linas  and  Georgia  frcMU  the  orytng  Anot  in- 
gratitode. 

Bat,  Mr.  S.,  there  was  anotiier,  and  a 
▼617  ^fferont  Ttew  to  be  taken  of  this  sabjeot, 
whloh  would  proTe,  beycmd  a  doabt,  how  moch 
fiirther  the  QoTemment  had  gone  to  promote 
the  interesta  of  the  militar;'  man,  over  that 
of  every  other  olass  of  yoar  citisens.  The 
reTolntiionary  war  continued  seven  years.  The 
mppliea  for  the  armies,  daring  the  first  five 
jears  of  that  war,  were  famished  by  the  oiti- 
xens,  exdosively  for  pspw  money ;  then  called 
Continental  money  and  States  money.  The 
continental  money  was  Issued  by  aothority  of 
CoDgresa,  and  bore  on  its  face  a  pledge  that 
it  would  be  redeemed  witK  gold  or  silver.  The 
Congress  issoed  $341,609,780;  to  seoare  the 
oarrency  of  this  money,  on  the  11th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1776,  Congress  passed  a  law  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

'*That  if  soy  person  shall  hereafter  be  so  lost  to 
an  virtue  and  regard  for  bis  country,  as  to  refuse  to 
receive  eaid  bills  in  payment,  or  obatroct  and  dis- 
courage the  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  shall 
be  duly  conTicted  thereof,  such  person  shall  bo 
deemed,  published,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his 
coantry,  and  precluded  from  all  trade  or  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies." 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1777,  the  Congress 
]>assed  another  law  to  support  and  enforce  this 
currency,  in  the  following  words: 

'*  Whereas  the  continental  money  ought  to  be 
supported,  at  the  full  value  expressed  in  the  respec- 
tive bills,  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  States,  for 
whose  bene'St  they  were  tssoed,  and  who  stood 
bound  to  redeem  toe  same,**  Ac. 

And  thua  it  goes  on  to  make  it  as  paid  as 
the  English  language  could  express  it 

Under  these  very  penal  laws,  and  from  their 
devotion  to  their  country,  the  oitizma  received 
this  motiey,  $241,562,780,  for  the  support  of 
that  war;  and  when  the  war  ceawd,  the 
money  ceased  to  circulate,  and  fell  dead  in  the 
hands  of  the  last  holders.  Not  a  single  cent 
of  that  enormous  amouut  of  continental  money, 
without  which  your  army  would  have  been 
ft  cipher,  has  yet  been  paid  to  your  honest 
formers  who  supported  your  armies  upon  the 
piloted  faith  of  your  Government,  that  it 
would  be  paid  at  ui«  oonoln^n  4rf  the  war. 
Kot  a  militia  man  has  ever  reotived  m  fiutfaing 
for  his  servioes,  nor  the  widows  or  ohUdren  m 
aneh  as  fell  in  battle,  have,  in  one  instanoe,  re- 
ceived the  bounties  of  the  Government  Pay 
TOur  debts  before  yoa  talk  of  your  gratitude. 
Had  these  dasses  of  your  citizens  looked  to  their 
peemiiaiy  interwta    the  hour  of  peril,  instead 


of  devoting  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  tha 
public  service,  and  the  public  good,  notwith- 
standingall  yonr  revolntionary  omcers,  and  your 
revolntionary  armies,  you  would  yet  have  been 
British  subjeots,  and  these  States  British  prov- 
inces. 

It  has  been  taii  by  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocate this  claim,  your  are  unable  to  pay  your 
militia,  and  unaUe  to  redeem  your  continental 
money.  U  this  the  justice,  said  Mr.  8.,  of 
which  yoa  boast t  Tnia  onesided  Justice;  is 
this  to  charaoterice  the  Jartice  of  your  country, 
pay  your  favorites  a  aeoond  time,  and  permit 
yourselves  to  slumber  over  the  rights  of  all 
others,  because  yon  oaimot  spare  the  money 
to  pay  them,  from  yonr  ttiousand  projects  t 
This  would  he  Jostioe  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  RoBBiHS  said:  In  speaking  to  this  sulyec^ 
I  shall  speak  only  to  the  legal  obligation,  if  any, 
nf  the  United  States,  in  this  case.  For  though 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
irom  North  Carolina,  (ray  friend,  if  he  will 
permit  me  to  call  him  so,)  that  appeals  in  this 
case  to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimity  of  the 
nation,  imply  the  absence  of  legal  obligation,  or 
the  apprebMision  of  that  absence;  I  do  agree 
that  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  on 
those  appeals,  nor  to  be  inflnenoed  by  them,  any 
fiirther  than  as  they  are  sustained  by  that  obl£- 
gatioo.  I  am  the  more  anxious  now  to  weak  to 
that  point,  as  it  has  been  more  particularly- 
challenged  by  the  learned  and  able  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat. 

The  legal  question  I  take  to  be  this — whether 
supposing  the  ooramotation  not  to  be  equal  to  the 
hiuf  pay  for  life,  the  United  States  are  under  an 
obligation  to  make  good  the  differeooe ;  aa  obli- 
gation either  l^;al  or  eqnitabie;  for  as  to  Govern- 
ment, there  is  no  difference  between  the  l^al 
obligations  and  the  equitable;  both  have  the 
some  common  foundation  in  justice;  thdr 
difference  is  raly  a  difibrence  of  forms;  and 
these  Umm  belong  to  oonrta^  not  to  GarflnH 
menta. 

I  begin  tiiis  Inquiry  by  st^inf^  that  the  act 
of  1780,  providing  half  pay  for  life  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  should 
serve  to  the  dose  of  the  revolutiouary  war, 
became  a  contract  with  those  officers  who  did 
Mrve  to  the  dose  of  that  war.  •  The  proposition 
made  to  them  in  that  act,  was  a  conditional 
one ;  and  when  the  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  the  condition  was  performed  on  their  part 
it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  and  technically  so  speaking—a 
contract  with  those  officers,  not  as  a  body,  but 
with  each  individoal  offioer.  In  1788,  when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  eondaded  and  ratifie^ 
these  coo  tracts  were  pofeoted  and  perfect,  and 
beoanw  from  that  moment  obligatory  upon  the 
United  States;  and  are  stiU  obligatory,  unless 
they  have  been  rescinded  by  each  individual 
acting  for  himself.  For  several  parties  to  sever* 
al  contracts,  cannot  lesdnd  thcne  contracts  for 
one  amMher;  nor  oan  a  mitfority  of  all  tbosa 
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parties  resciod  them  for  alL  The  idea  is  pT»- 
posteroQS. 

If  these  contracta  have  been  reaoinded,  it 
most  be,  I  repeat,  1^  the  indiTidnal  asseot  of 
«aoh  officer  to  the  reMlnding  act,  whatever  that 
act  may  he.  If  that  assent  has  bem  giveD,  I 
agree  it  is  not  material  in  what  form  it  was  giT< 
en;  nor  whether  by  words  or  hy  acts;  whether 
expressed  in  the  former,  or  implied  br  the  lat- 
ter: hot  the  &ot  of  the  assent,  and  of  the  indi- 
vidaal  assent,  is  material. 

Kow  as  to  the  evidence  of  this  assent  The 
votes  of  the  armj  lines,  determioed  by  minori- 
ties in  those  lioee,  is  not  evidenoe  of  individoal 
assent;  not  even  in  those  mf)]oritiee;  for  it  is 
impossible  to  say  who  voted  in  those  majori- 
ties ;  and  who  did  not  vote  in  them ;  it  isimpos- 
sible,  therefore,  to  bring  home  the  assent  to  any 
one  indi  vidoal  in  par  ticmar.  And  there  is  no  pre- 
tence, to  say  that  these  votes  were  nnaiumoQa. 
Had  tiuj  been  nnanimons,  it  would  have 
amoanted  to  the  requisite  prooi^  as  to  each  indi- 
ridoal ;  but  they  were  not  Dnanimova;  and  the 
proof  is  that  the  votes  were  reported  to  Congress 
as  msjorities  merely ;  a  mifjorlty  of  the  whole, 
certainly  is  not  the  whole;  regarding  then,  the 
votes  of  tiieee  mi^oridea  as  not  bdng  evidenoe 
of  individnal  assent— what  eridence  of  individ- 
ual assent  remuns) 

It  is  said  that  the  acts  of  these  officers  imply 
this  assent:  that  in  point  of  fact  they  did 
accept  of  the  commntatinn  notes,  given  as  a 
sobstitate  for  hnlf  pay,  and  did  receive  tfaem  in 
lien  of  half  pay ;  that  this  implied  assent,  and 
was  individnuly  given.  All  tms  is  very  true, 
and  would  be  quite  conolusive  against  the  offi- 
cer, if  this  assent  waa  voluntary.  Here  is  the 
turning  point  of  the  whda  case.  If  this  assent 
waa  voluntary,  it  waa  eonetusive  against  the 
c^oer;  bat  if  it  was  oompnlsory,  it  waa  not 
condosive.   How  was  the  tact? 

If  this  alternative  had  been  presented  to  the 
offioer — here,  talce  these  commutation  notes,  or 
take  yoor  half  pay  for  life ;  and  he  had  taken 
the  commutation  notes,  the  aoceptanoe  would 
have  been  oonolasive  upon  him,  becanae  then 
it  would  have  been  volontary.  Bat  this  alter- 
native was  not  presented  to  him.  The  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  waa  this — here,  take  these 
commutation  notes^  or  take  nothli^ — ^yes,  or 
take  nothing.  That  this  was  the  altemadve  is 
evident;  first,  because  Oongresa  snimosed,  and 
aoted  upon  the  idea,  that  these  oiBowa  had 
agreed  to  accept  the  commntatiou  in  lien  of  the 
buf  pay ;  and  were  to  be  held  prednded.  Then 
in  conseauenoe  of  this  supposition,  because  Oon- 
gress  hod  made  and  cont«npIated  making  no 
provi»on,  either  immediate  or  prospective,  for 
satisfying  these  life  annuities,  in  ease  uie  oommu- 
tatioD  notes  should  be  reftised,  by  these  officers, 
or  by  any  of  them.  The  alternative  presented, 
then,  unquestionably  was  this— either  take  these 
notes,  or  take  notiiing.  And  sorely  an  aocept- 
tance  thns  constrained,  thus  oompelled,  was 
not,  and  could  not  be  called  voluntary.  A 
omatndned  acoeptanoe  a  Yotaotuj  aooept- 


aooel  Why,  it  is  a  oootradietion  in  term 
Ton  might  as  well  say  that  a  release  of  a  pri- 
vate debt  for  half  its  amount,  w«s  a  volante; 
r^eas&andaUndingdiseharga;  No:asfaiatt 
case,  the  debt  would  stiU  be  a  anbdsting  de^ 
at  least  fiw  the  onsattsBedbalaDoe;  •otUaaHi- 
gatioD  la  aUll  a  aabristing  obligation,  unka  iba 
commutation  was  a  fdr  equivalent  for  the 
pay.  This  question  then  anse^— wfaethwtt  *« 
afair  equivalent;  audif  so,  whether  thiaeqain- 
lent  lias  been  pud  np  according  to  the  tenu  of 
this  contract  But  open  these  qoestiwis  I  do  not 
i»t>poee  now  to  ^>eak.  Both  have  l>eeu  so  desr- 
ly  expired  by  the  honorable  gentieman  vixt 
made  the  report,  and  by  others  in  this  drtatt^ 
that  if  I  made  the  attempt,  I  coold  not  hope  to 
shed  upon  them  any  additional  light  I  oodd 
bat  repeat  what  tbey  have  st^ed,  and  I  ku  I 
should  but  weaken  what  I  repeated. 

lit.  Ohaitdus  said  he  was  no  Lawyw,  sod  Si 
not  understand  the  nature  of  oontraeta.  Bnt  h» 
gathered  from  what  had  been  said,  that  if 
orij^nal  contract  was  changed  by  the  eommt 
of  tbe  parties,  it  was  atiU  binding.  It  appem 
that  a  nuuraity  of  the  ofScers  did  aecept  tlia 
terms  of  uie  commutation,  and  that  msj^ority,  is 
his  opinion,  swept  away  the  original  coolncL 
And  ne  looked  npon  the  aoceptanoe  of  the  ooo- 
mutation  certificates  as  a  proof  positive  of  tbeir 
acqaiescencein  the  terms  pmposedv--Otbenn9e, 
said  Hr.  O.,  I  consider  it  bmding  on  the  claimants 
to  show  evidence  that  they  did  not  vote  for  tha 
oommatatioa  law.  If  that  could  be  shown,  Um 
case  would  have  been  made  oat 

Ur.  Biorn,  of  Maryland.  I  remarked  oasibr 
mar  oocanon  that  the  Southern  lines  never  did 
vote,  deneral  Greene  never  propounded  the 
question  to  the  officers  under  him  and  ^(B 
they  retomed  home  th«y  wece  forced  to  aoospt 
the  certificates. 

Ur.  'WooDBunT  observed,  that  there  new 
was  any  proof  of  the  acceptance  of  the  lav  br 
the  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  report  oi 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury.   Bnt,  was  it  dcA 
evident  that  those  who  did  not  vote  for  tbe 
were  those  who  were  under  thir^  yean  of 
They  were  those  alone  who  were  to  be  inj™ 
by  it   Besides,  it  ia  well  known  tbat  the  aeni« 
officers  had  allowed  the  younger  officers  to  |0 
home  on  ftarloogh,  conaequeuuy  they  wen  Mt 
present  when  too  vote  waa  takaa  m  tfarir 
speotiveUnea. 


FeiDAT,  February  1. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  oertiii 
surviving  oflfoers  of  the  Bevtdutionaiy  aniJi 
was  taken  up. 

Hr.  Uaooit  rose,  and,  after  some  genenlr^ 
marks,  pronounced  a  high  encomium  ^ 
militarv  services  of  the  gentleman  from  K*>7' 
land,  (Mr.  BinTH.}  As  to  the  olaimi  of  tlM*  i 
officers,  we  all  know  the  straits  to  which  m  | 
Government  waa  put  to  get  aloo^  at  v» 
time;  and  that  the  Old  OoDgna  was  «  j 
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rua  that  they  tried  to  get  lands  to  pay  their 
debta  with.    And,  before  the  constitntion  was 
ad<H>ted,  the  State  of  Virginia  sarrendered  her 
laoos  to  the  United  States;  whether  wisely  or 
&ott  I  doa't  pretend  to  say.  The  GoTemment 
wanted  these  lauds  to  raise  funds  to  pay  off 
tWr  obligatioiM.  The  Btstei  oonid  not  help 
them.     A  great  porUon  of  the  country  hod 
been  so  destroyed  that  it  was  as  mnch  as  the 
people  could  do  to  live.   Almost  every  man 
bftd  beea  bamt  out  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  and 
that  family  which  bad  a  cow  left,  was  eonad- 
ered  fortunate.    Well,  sir,  yon  now  on 
these  people,  or  their  desoendants,  to  help  these 
■  officers  whose  iamilies  wers  better  iM  during 
the  time  of  danger. 

'  ^  Sir,  had  I  a  talent  for  description,  I  would 
display  to  you  a  pictore  of  those  times,  which 
would  shake  the  stoutest  heart   I  would  show 
you  the  wretched  women,  (whose  husbands 
were   defending  the  country  in  the  militia 
ranks,)  with  tbdr  hungry,  barefoot,  almost 
naked  children  hanging  round  tiiem,  contem- 
plating the  burning  ruins  of  their  homes — 
wiibont  a  shelter,  and  without  a  morsel  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  their  weeping  babes.  These 
tmngs  have  passed  away;  and  thousands  of 
instances  like  this  are  not  now  remembered. 
The  Old  Congress  had  the  most  difficult  task  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  States.    Uis  own 
State  pud  millions,  besides  the  vast  amount  of 
private  losses.    The  people  entered  into  the 
contest  with  the  utmost  spirit,  and  followed  the 
enemy  with  as  much  avidity  as  ever  Col.  Boone 
followed  an  Indian  in  his  life.   There  was  a 
oontinnal  skirmishing  kept  up;  and,  on  tiie 
^tish  sid^  when  the  .^enoans  wore  taken 
or  suiprigeu.  it  was  whipping,  faanginj^  aioA 
hunung.    When  the  paper  money  run  out, 
what  was  to  be  done  ?   It  could  well  be  recol- 
lected what  was  the  state  of  tiie  country  after 
the  battle  of  Guilford.   The  paper  money  hod 
ran  out,  and  there  was  no  specie  Congress 
then  took  up  a  new  plan,  and  the  Continental 
billi  rnn  down  to  ouo-cighth  of  their  nominal 
Tolue,  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
very  well  knows,   lu  niy  State  there  was  but 
little  Continental  money.    The  State  struck 
■ome  paper  of  its  own,  which  sold  at  10  per 
cent.,  and,  when  the  confiscated  property  was 
•old,  the  notes  were  redeemed.   This  was  not 
done  by  any  other  State;  and  many  of  the 
States  p^  the  interest  on  the  Continental  oer- 
^oatea.  Hie  last  oow  and  the  last  horse  went 
to  ke^  UD  the  contest ;  and  perh^s  nothing 
was  IflsB  tbooght  of  than  individual  interest. 
There  were  no  better  troops  in  the  war  than 
the  lines  of  Maryland,  Pennsylroniaj  and  Dela- 
ware ;  but  it  was  no  safer  for  the  inhabitants 
to  be  with  them,  than  with  the  enemy.  The 
.  regular  troops  were,  he  knew,  very  much  dis- 
tr^sed ;  but  were  Uiey  more  so  than  the  mi- 
They  were  alltwid  alike  with  the  Con- 
tineatsl  certificates.  Everybody  was  compelled 
to  make  sacrifices ;  and  it  was  worse  for  the 
PMple  to  get  along  than  MttUng  a  new  conn- 
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try.  The  oontribaUons  had  been  so  closely 
levied,  and  the  ravages  so  great,  that,  where 
the  two  armies  had  been,  there  was  no  pro- 
visions, and  few  houses.  The  CiHitinental 
money  was  the  only  currency  in  the  country. 

Oen.  Bamilton  was  a  man  who  undertook 
faw  things  that  he  did  not  understand ;  and  he 
took  great  pains  to  get  this  commutation  done 
for  ue  officers.  It  could  hardly  be  suMKwed 
that  he  would  do  what  would  be  injurioos  to 
hia  fellow-officers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee hod  mentioned  the  climates  of  Carlisle 
and  Montpdier  as  standards.  They  are  both 
healthy  places.  But  do  they  suppose  that  they 
will  apply  to  tiiis  country  f  Col.  Hamilton  was 
sufficiently  acquunted  with  the  matter,  and 
knew  the  rates  of  annuiUes,  and  he  fixed  upon 
five  years.  The  conmiutation  was,  no  donbt,  a 
matter  of  gratifioaUon  to  the  officers  at  the 
time.  But »  was  maintuned  by  the  gentleman 
over  the  way,  and  by  the  gantleinan  from  New 
York,  that  every  inuvidnu  among  the  officers 
did  not  assent  to  it.  But  it  was  decided  by  the 
majority  of  the  lines,  and  that  was  sufficient. 
The  same  prin<d^e  applied  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution.  That  was  done  by  the  vote 
of  nine  States.  It  was  then  aigued  tbi^  it 
must  be  done  by  the  vote  of  the  whole ;  but 
the  minority  ruled.  And  so  It  ought  to  in  this 
case.  It  is  said  that  the  elder  officers  made  a 
good  bai^in,  while  the  younger  ones  suffered. 
But  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  senior  officers 
would  make  a  good  bai^ain  for  themselves,  and 
a  bad  one  for  uieir  jauiorst  Nothing  has  the 
effect  to  produce  mutual  attachment  more  than 
mutual  suffering;  and  these  men  bad  soflbred 
together.  Would  General  W^ne  or  General 
Smallwood,  who  began  the  revolution,  and 
went  tiiro^^  it,  have  done  sof  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it.  1  eay,  ^r,  that,  with  r^rd  to  this 
bill,  no  man  has  any  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  more  than  he  received :  neither  these 
officers  nor  the  militia.  But,  should  I  admit 
their  claim,  and  allow  that  It  was,  as  the  gon- 
tlemon  tells  us,  founded  on  equity,  will  it  be 
ui^d  that  a  man's  claims  of  this  kind  don't 
descend  to  his  heirs!  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  think  so?  But  every  thintt 
was  now  different.  Every  thing  was  turned 
upside  down.  It  was  onoe  supposed  that 
when  a  man  died  he  p^d  his  last  debt,  and 
settled  his  aocoonta  with  the  worid.  But  it  Is 
not  so  now. 

The  history  c/t  the  revolution,  as  to  the  par- 
tisan warfare  in  the  Southern  country,  had 
never  given  any  idea  of  the  truth.  The  mem- 
ory of  Sumter  and  Marion  was  held  in  high 
esteem ;  but  half  that  thev  did  was  never  told, 
except  by  some  cdd  people  to  the  children  of 
the  present  day.  But  history  don't  stoop  to 
the  militia.  The  battle  of  the  Cowpens  is 
almost  the  only  action  that  figures  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  war  in  the  South.  But  I  have  a 
gentleman  in  my  eye  who  did  as  gallant  a  thing 
m  the  militia  as  was  ever  done  by  regular 
tnx^s.  Nobodjr.  bad  ft  greater  re^eot  tot  the 
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regulars  aod  militia  who  fought  at  the  Ccrw- 
pens :  bat  there  was  another  aetioa  perfinrned 
oj — [The  name  of  the  officer  escaped  the  Re- 
porter, (he  thinks  it  was  Col.  Tazewell,)  as  also 
the  location  of  this  battle.  Mr.  M.,  at  this 
point  of  his  remarks,  directed  his  speech  td  an- 
other part  of  the  Chamber,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, not  heard.] — That,  ho  considered,  the 
most  important  event  of  tbo  war.  There  were 
among  the  hnmbler  officers  many  striking  ex- 
amples of  bravery  and  patriotism.  Ihere 
were  many  others  who  sacrificed  vast  fortunes 
in  supporting  the  cause  of  the  revotation.  In 
the  State  of  New  York  there  were  some  strik- 
ing instoDoes  of  tbo  kind.  Governor  Clinton 
was  more  honored  by  his  actions  tiiiui  by  the 
Vice  Preddency;  and  his  itnbbom  vhi^iy 

Sve  him  the  strangest  hfdd  on  the  affections  of 
B  people. 

It  was  impoBtible  to  go  into  the  revolution- 
ary war  and  make  selections  of  individnals,  or 
do  justice  to  any  one  set  of  men.  It  was 
utterly  impossible.  Ue  recollected  when  Hr. 
Konroe's  bill  was  introduced  in  the  other 
House,  only  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 
a^ed  for.  The  snm  has  gone  on  increasing — 
and  it  only  shows  that  this  thing  is  like  putting 
your  band  to  the  plough — ^you  never  can  get 
off  again.  You  talce  one  step,  and  you  must 
go  on.  It  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  the  Senate  thinks  founded  in 
Justice — ^bat  it  was  his  faooest  opinion  that  this 
Dili  ought  not  to  pass.  He  should  be  sorry  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  The  bill  would 
bave  suited  him  better,  had  it  pointed  out  how 
madi  each  grade  of  ofilcers  was  to  receive. 
He  should  then  have  liked  it  better,  although, 
even  in  that  form,  he  should  not  have  voted 
for  it.  The  sum  now  put  in  was  in  the  lump ; 
and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  divided. 
As  to  the  sufferings  of  these  oflScera,  other 
classes  of  people  had  suffered  equ^ly.  lie 
knew  instances  where  individuals  had  had  their 
houses  burnt  over  twice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  a  great  deal  about  die  glory  and 
honor  of  the  coanby.  But  I  tike  some  other 
things  much  better.  For,  sir,  when  I  hear  of 
tAoTj  and  honor,  I  always  think  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  The  haijpiuess  of  the  people  seems 
to  me  much  better,  and  I  should  be  more 
pleased  to  see  the  duty  on  salt  taken  off,  than 
mcreosed  by  a  war,  in  which  the  country  was 
to  gain  honor  and  gloty.  But  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  don't  want  to  see  it  lessened. 

[Mr.  M.  here  made  an  allusion  to  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams,  which  was  not  heard 
by  the  Reporter.] 

Wo  are  told  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(Messrs.  Woodbdbt,  Bbbbibk,  and  Harbison,) 
that  it  is  a  debt,  which  this  bill  is  to  pay.  But 
I  should  like  to  know  how,  under  that  argu- 
ment, they  can  bring  forward  their  claim,  with 
a  reoelpt  m  fbU  starinr  it  in  ^e  face.  And  I 
ask  whe&er  this  Ull  is  any  more  a  fulfilment 
of  the  contract  tbaa  the  cnnmntatioa  act! 


Do  you  pn»oae  to  par  the  faU  amoant  at  die 
half  pay  t  Ko,  you  give  them  the  old  eertift- 
cates,  with  interest  Fashions  are  eratiBaifir 
changing.  Tlie  time  is  within  my  mamrj 
when  we  were  a  free,  content,  and  happy  pM- 
pie.  We  go  now  for  glory  and  honor,  ss  tfat 
gentleman  from  New  \ork  obeervea.  Vein 
told  continually  that  this  is  a  great  and  grov- 
ing  people.  I  think  we  are  growing  raiho*  too 
fast  The  poverty  of  the  people  is  never  takes 
into  consideration.  We  count  the  ninnbm 
only.  I  ask,  if  Uiis  was  a  claim,  why  it  did  twt 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  ?  What  mi 
was  there  for  a  Select  Committee  >  It  wu,  I 
suppose,  to  give  force  to  the  applicatioo.  Tbe 
real  reason  why  the  oommatotion  act  ww 
passed,  was  that  penrions  wen  thoi^  & 
graceful.  This  induced  the  officers  to  cooeeot 
to  commute  their  half  pay.  He  tbonglit  tht 
principle  of  this  bill  no  better  than  thatps- 
posed  in  the  time  of  Kr.  Monroe. 

[Mr.  Bbbbibit  here  handed  Mr.  Kicov  s 
paper — on  which  Mr.  M.  made  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  being  in  error — but  in  what  xttptOt 
the  Reporter  could  not  hear.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  tb* 
it  is  a  reproach  upon  the  country  that  this  debt 
has  not  been  paid  before.  I  should  like  Id 
know  who  caused  this  reproach.  If  we  hid 
the  wealth  of  all  the  world,  we  conW  not  p* 
rid  of  it  Do  all  you  can,  you  cannot  aatbff 
all  the  dfums.  Yon  may  live  to  be  as  S) 
Methuselah,  and  yon  oouW  not  do  it  Seme 
gentlemen  tiiink  it  could  be  done  with  a  few 
millions.  But  we  have  enon^di  to  do  to  taw 
care  of  ourselves.  The  gentleman  slso  mw 
that  the  commutation  was  inadequate— sna,  m 
the  same  breath,  he  prused  the  Old  Coogres^ 
who  framed  it,  in  the  highest  manner. 

ril  say  no  more  on  that  point.  We've  been 
told  about  Sliylock  doings,  &c  What  the  re- 
mark applies  to,  I  don't  know.  I  believs  1 
have  said  ouough  to  show  that  it  cant  appj  «> 
the  Old  Congress.  I  don't  know  but  it  m 
refer  to  those  who  vote  against  this  bill.  It 
must  apply  to  somebody.  Really,  he  did  dh 
see  how  tills  country  coald  have  been  mm 
Uvish  in  expenditures.  But  every  meaiw  imw 
be  taken  to  increase  them.  Wo  roost  fund  the 
public  debt,  and  divide  five  millions  amonc  the 
States.  Nejt  to  the  army  which  achieved  onr 
independence,  those  men  will  deserve  tM 
thanks  of  the  nation^  who  diall  wipe  the  pi> 
lie  debt  from  the  reora^  of  the  country.  » 
hod  been  said  that  one-third  was  lost  by  tw 
ftinding  system.  I  never  heard  that  fact :  W. 
as  soon  as  the  fbnding  system  ^ 
were  riders  from  Philadelphia,  and  New  ion, 
and  the  eastward,  scattered  all  over  the  w"" 
try  OS  thick  as  ever  tin  peddlers  were,  ff^^ 
np  the  paper— which  gave  a  spring  to  the  tua* 
ness,  rather  than  otherwise.  There  were  » 
post  roads  then,  but  people  could  travel,  *^ 
their  interests  were  conoamed,  withoat 
Will  any  gentleman  lay  bis  hand  on  his  bwv 
and  say  that  he  thinks  there  was  vj™"^ 
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less  in  the  ftutdlng  BjBtem  \  If  gentlemea  will 
ixamine  the  funding  Bjrgtem,  they  will  find  that 
Jiero  was  a  plan  to  make  speoulators  disgorge 
iieir  ill-gotten  wealtli. 

I  look  npon  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to 
ofce  M  moch  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
lescendanta  of  tlie  soldiers,  to  pay  to  these  in- 
lividnals.  We  are  more  disposed  to  Iielp  peo- 
>le  whom  we  know,  than  whom  we  don't 
mow.  We  feel  more  for  onr  neighbors  tlion 
or  indifferent  persons.  We  associate  with  the 
ifficers,  and  we  sympathize  with  them.  But 
re  know  nothmg  of  the  soldiers.  As  to  the 
itatoment  that  the  Maryland  line  did  not  agree 
o  the  commntatitm,  he  believed  they  accepted 
t,  uid  that  was  agreement  enoagh.  He  had 
leard  ranch  vi  snfienng  women,  if  their  hus- 
lands  did  not  provide  for  them,  he  knew  that 
hey  had  a  hard  strug^e.  Women  have  no  po- 
itical  i^hts,  and  are  necessarily  passive  auffer- 
irs.  There  were  no  petitions  from  women, 
ind  no  cummitteo  appointed  on  their  claims, 
rhey  sat  at  home  and  exercised  the  virtues  of 
mtience  and  industry.  I  am  not  for  glory  and 
lonor.  I  go  on  a  different  principle.  *  I  do 
igfat  if  I  can ;  and,  if  I  do  wrong,  my  people 
Fill  tell  me  of  it  I  wish  tliat  eqmd  justice 
Jiould  be  done — not  give  one  a  silver  spoon, 
ind  the  other  a  horn  one.  It  was  enrioas  to 
ook  at  the  two  Houses — one  debiting  on  econ- 
nny,  and  the  other  opening  roads  and  canals  in 
ivery  direction. 


TnuBSDAT,  Febmary  7> 
Capton  of  tlu  PkihdetpAia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatnr  and 
ithcrs  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on 
tiling  the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  one  hun- 
Ired  thonsand  dollars — 

Mr.  Hatne  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
^aval  Affiiirs)  said,  that,  so  deep  was  his  con- 
icUon  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  under  con- 
ideratkm,  that  he  could  not  believe  it  was 
lecessary  for  hhn  to  do  more  than  invsent  a 
;Icar  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  explain  the 
pounds  on  which  the  committee  hod  proceeded 
Q  reporting  tliis  bill.  In  doing  this,  said  Ur, 
I.,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  report,  which, 
uider  the  direction  of  the  committee,  has  been 
iubmitted  to  the  Senate ;  to  which  I  will  add 
uch  observations  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
he  Senate  a  full  view  of  the  whole  snl^ect. 
rhe  claim  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
atisfy,  is  founded  on  the  recapture  and  de- 
traction of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  har- 
>or  of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  1804.  I  do  not 
hink  it  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to 
he  causes  which  led  to  the  Tripolitan  war.  It 
s  well  known  that  depredations  on  our  cont- 
nerce  in  the  Ifediterranean,  the  demand  of 
libute,  and  the  ciqrtnre  of  American  citizens, 
'or  whose  release  a  ransom  was  alwi^a  de- 
nanded,  sometimes  amoonting  to  $8,000  a 
nan,  compelled  the  United  States  at  length  to 
■[>p<»l  to  arma  for  the  redroas  of  theae  griev- 


ances. As  soon  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  com- 
menced. Commodore  Preble  was  despatched 
with  a  small  s(|^uadron  to  the  Mediterranean  to 
prosecute  hostilities;  and  not  long  after  the 
arrivfd  of  his  squadron  on  the  Barbary  coast, 
the  fri^te  Philedelnhia,  of  44  guns,  then  com- 
mandtS  by  Commoaore  Bunbridge,  was  strand- 
ed on  rocks,  in  a  utuation  which  rendered  re- 
sbtance  impossible,  led  to  her  capture  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  imprisonment  of  her  officers 
and  crew,  amounting  to  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  in  one  of  the  dungeons  of 
TripoU.  On  the  flood  tide  the  frigate  was  got 
o^  aoA  being  taken  into  the  Tripolitan  service, 
was  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  "  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  whole  of  the  Tripolitan  ma- 
rine, mounting  altt^iether  upwards  of  100 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  within  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  formidable  land  batteries 
condstug  of  115  pieces  of  heavy  artillery." 
It  is  stated  that  "  besides  this  force,  there  were 
encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its  vicin- 
ity, twenty  thousand  troops,  and  tliat  npwards 
of  1,000  seamen  were  attached  to  the  fleet  in 
the  harbor."  In  this  situation,  sir,  and  while 
the  force  of  Commodore  Preble,  originally 
smalt,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philadelphia,  so 
much  reduced  as  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  his 
operations  im^ainst  the  enemy  with  any  pro»- 
pect  of  success,  Stephen  Decatnr,  then  a  very 
yonng  man,  and  a  Junior  lieutenant  in  tiie  flee^ 
eon<^ved  the  Idea  of  entering  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli  in  the  night,  with  the  small  schooner 
Enterprise,  of  13  guns  and  about  70  men,  which 
he  then  commanded,  and  of  boarding  and  re- 
capturing the  frigate.  That  this  scheme  origi- 
nated with  Decatur  is  asserted  by  the  commit- 
tee in  their  report ;  but,  as  tliis  fact  has  been 
qnestioned,  I  sliall  proceed  to  establish  it  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  if  the  evidence 
before  us  is  to  be  relied  on.  It  is  due  to  the 
memonr  of  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  that 
ever  (horned  the  naval  service  of  this  or  any 
other  country,  that  the  tmth  cAould  be  put  b^ 
yond  all  question ;  and  I  know  that  this  act  of 
justice  to  her  lamented  husband  will  be  more 
gratefbl  to  the  feelings  of  the  petitioner,  than 
any  pecuniary  grant  you  could  possibly  make. 
I  will  now  refer  the  Senate  to  tlie  statementa 
of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  who  served 
under  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Syren,  accompanied  Decatur  in 
his  expedition  against  the  Philadelphia. 

Commodore  Stewart,  in  a  letter  dated  De- 
cember 12th,  1826,  addreased  to  Mrs.  Deeator, 
says: 

"  Ton  state  that  year  late  hn^Mnd  has  given  you 
to  understand  that  the  pnrfect  of  bnming  that  fiig-  . 
ate  at  her  moorings,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious 
impediment  to  the  flitare  operations  of  the  sqaadroo 
against  Tripoli,  originated  with  him.  This  undeiw 
standing  was  perfectly  correct— it  did  originate  with 
your  late  bosband,  and  be  flrrt  voliinteered  falnudf 
to  carry  it  into  efliice,  and  adied  the  permlsBion  at 
Commodore  PreUe,  otrTripcOl,  (on  first  discovering 
tiie  fHgate  WM  lost  to  the  sqiiadKtn,}  te  efltet  It  with 
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tbfl  schooner  Enterprise,  then  under  bis  command. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  thought  it  too  hazardona 
to  be  effected  in  that  way,  but  promiaed  joor  late 
busbend  tbtt  the  object  should  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect on  a  proper  occasion,  and  that  he  should  be  the 
•zeeutiTe  officer  when  it  was  done." 

In  another  letter,  dated  January  6th,  1827, 
Commodore  Stewart  says : 

"  The  sqnadron  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Preble  had  been  detained  some  time,  as  they 
•ererally  arriredat  Gibraluv,  (with  the  ozception  of 
iba  fHgate  Philadelphia  and  the  aebooDer  Vixen,)  to 
coODteraet  tift  hostile  designs  of  the  Emperor  of 
Horocco.  As  aoon  as  the  Commodore  bad  accom- 
plished bis  objecta  in  that  quarter,  he  proceeded  off 
Tripoli,  in  the  Constitution,  accompanied  by  the 
echooner  Enterprise,  commanded  by  your  husband. 
On  arriving  off  Tripoli,  irbero  the  Commodore  ex- 
pected to  and  the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  schooner 
Vtxen,  blockading  that  port,  he  discovered  that 
frigate  at  moorings  In  the  harbor.  It  was  at  this 
time  your  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  the 
IHgate,  with  the  Enterprise,  under  his  command — 
ana  at  tUs  time,  as  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  to 
you,  Commodore  Preble  assured  yonr  husband  that 
the  frigate  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  be  should 
be  the  executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  baring 
fo  handsomely  Tolonteered  bis  efforts  to  effect  it 
vith  Uie  schooner  Enterprise.  I  give  yon  these  facts 
as  I  received  them  from  Commodore  Preble  and 
your  husband,  at  the  time,  as  well  as  from  several 
officers  then  on  board  the  Constitution.  Some  time 
after  this  I  arrived  at  Syracuse,  In  the  Syren  brig, 
from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  services  for  the  expc- 
dIUon,irhich  were  accepted  by  Commodore  Preble. 

"Some  time  after  this,  when  the  expedition  was  a 
•utjeet  of  conversation  tn  the  cabin  of  the  ConsUtn- 
tion,  (which  tna  frequently  the  rase,  from  the  ex- 
treme urgency  on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  im- 
nwdlately,  and  unwiUIngnesB  on  the  part  of  the 
Commodore  to  have  it  executed  at  so  perilous  a 
Mason  of  the  year,  and  his  relncUoce  to  put  any 
tbbig  to  baiard  in  a  force  originally  so  small,  but 
then  mndi  rednoed  by  the  fri^ite  and  her  crew,) 
tbat  letters  were  reodved  from  Capt.  Biunbridge,  at 
Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  Ualta,  which  were  partly 
written  in  lemon  juice,  and  which  the  Commodore 
read  to  us,  after  rendering  it  legible  before  the  fire. 
In  this  letter  the  prac^cabillty  of  destroying  the 
frigate  was  strongly  urged  by  Captain  Bunbridgc, 
and  the  mode  he  pointed  out  was  by  a  surprise. 
This  despatch  fblly  confirmed  all  our  Ideas  and  pre- 
Tiona  coDversations  on  that  sulfject,  decided  the 
Commodore  at  once  to  carry  It  Into  effect — which 
waa  dcme  soon  after,  in  a  manner  set  forth  in  hia  re- 
ports, oD  that  snlffeet,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy." 

In  sopport  of  this  statement,  we  have  the 
evidence  of  the  late  Captain  Spcnce,  and  of 
Commodores  Channcey,  Ridgely,  Crane,  and 
Bodgcrs.   Capt,  Spence  says : 

"  The  destmction  of  the  frl^te  FhikdelpUa  Is  [ 
oasociatod  with  the  name  of 'Decatur  only,*  and  I 
Jiad  alwtya  supposed  bim  to  be  the  projector  of  the 
enterprise,  from  the  circumstance  of  bb  having  been 
entnuted  with  its  execution.  There  could  be  no 
other  good  reason  assigned  for  the  preference  given 
him,  in  tlie  peecnoe  of  older  officers.  I  am  nnder 
the  Impreamn  thai  Commodore  Decatnr  waa  the 
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first  to  suggest  the  re-captore  of  the  frigate  FIA- 
delphla." 

C(MDinodon>  Channo^sajs; 

"  I  state  that  I  was  not  io  tiw  UettenaBean  «lci 

tho  Philadelphia  was  destroyed,  bat  I  joiaed  ike 
sqnadron  soon  after,  and  it  was  genenily  cadn- 
sti>od  amtm^  tb«  officers  that  the  plan  for  b«r  d^ 
structioQ  originated  with  Decatur ;  and  that  the  ci- 
ecuticm  of  it  was,  in  consequence,  entmsted  to  Iw 
management.  I  acted  tmder  this  inapteflrion  vbra 
]  urged  on  the  then  Eecretaty  of  the  Kary  the  pn- 
pricty  of  promoting  the  galluit  Decstnr  to  the  lank 
of  FostCaptahL* 

Captain  Ridgely  aoys : 

*'  I  have  a  most  distinct  recolleetlon  of  all  tie 
circumstances  attending  the  preparmtlon  for  baimag 
the  Philadelphia,  and  I  have  no  be^tatton  in  mpoi 
that  the  whole  originated  with  Commodore  Ocesar 
-r-it  was  be  who  suggested  to  the  late  Coaamodsn 
IVeble  the  poaubillty  of  the  entetprise.** 

Captun  Crane  says : 

**  My  recollectiona  are  very  Satinet  rdaUre  ta  ik 
recapture  of  the  frigate  Fhiladdpbia.  It  has  ainn 
been  my  beUef  that  Commodore  Decatnr  ptaaatd, 
oa  wen  as  executed  the  enterpiiae." 

Commodore  Rodgera  says : 

**  I  had  alwaya  mipposed  the  plan  by  which  tbe 
filgato  PhUadelphia  was  deatn^odwas  pn^eetrdbr 
Commodore  Deeatnr.** 

In  cloiming  for  Decatnr  tho  merit  of  hij- 
gcsting  the  daring  scheme  which  he  afterwanis 
BO  nobly  carried  into  effect,  it  is  not  my  iateit- 
tion  in  the  amallest  decree  to  detraet  frwn  tlie 
merit  of  Commodore  Preble,  who  ineorred  the 
heavy  reuKuiubility  of  aanetianiDg  the  eot^- 

Srise,  The  oommander  of  the  Bqaadron.  ia 
etennining  to  commit  to  Deoator  the  condoct 
of  the  expedition,  vm  not  nnmindful  of  the 
extreme  hazard  of  the  tmdertaklng.  He  wen 
knew  that  its  enccess  would  entirely  depend  oa 
tho  celerity,  secrecy,  and  gallantry  (rf  its  eie- 
cntion ;  and,  conceivmg  that  any  attenipt  to 
bring  out  the  frigate  must  he  attended  with  ex- 
traordinary  hazard  to  the  captors,  and  poeablf 
expose  the  vessel  to  the  risk  of  being  re-c«p- 
tared— and  believing  that  the  destruction  « 
the  Pliiladelphia  would  auflScicntly  reetoro  the 
balance  of  power  to  enable  him  to  *''"T5°jS 
operations  against  Tripoli,  suocessfhl^^^--*^ 
being,  perhaps,  moreover,  of  opinion  tfiit  w 
deatnietion  d  the  frigate,  nnder  the  veij  ej«a 
of  the  Turks,  was  ealcnlated  to  make  a  de^ 
and  more  liuUng  impression  on  their  forces, 
even  than  her  rc-c^>tare,  he  resolved  thit  m« 
should  be  destroyed;  and,  therefore,  wd" 

Kremptory  orders,  "  that,  in  case  of  eocca^ 
scatnr  ehonld  be  snre  to  set  fire  to  the  piD- 
room,  berths,  cock-pit,  atore-room  for*fl«- 
berths  on  the  berth-deck,"  and  theo,  efttf 
"blowing  out  her  bottom,"  to  abandoa 
In  looking  at  these  orders  of  Commodore  Fr*- 
ble,  I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  th«r  re- 
markable tone.  In  everr  part  of  them  be  ma 
a  language  «  hlch  one  here  mi^t  be  loppoK* 
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-to  use  to  another,  hy  whom  all  dangers  and 
cliHiculties  were  to  be  trampled  on  as  nothing. 
With  tho  utmost  precision,  ho  instructs  Decatur 
to  proceed  to  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  to  enter  it 
in  tlio  night,  to  board  the  "  Philadelphia,"  to 
cort^  «rer7  thing  hy  the  sword,  ana,  having 
caused  her  entiro  destmction,  to  retain  and 
report  to  him  t   As  if  the  ezecotton  of  such  on 
oruer,  by  a  lieutenant  and  seventy  men,  in  a 
smalt  ketch,  under  tho  fire  of  several  handred 
pieces  of  cannon,  was  a  matter  of  coarse  1 
The  real  state  <4  the  Oommodore's  feelings, 
Irowevcr,  peep  out  in  the  conclusion,  when,  in 
spite  of  Ills  tone  of  confidence,  he  commends 
the  little  band  to  the  protection  of  Heaven, 
and  "  May  God  prosper  you  in  the  enterprise  I " 
But,  to  return  to  tho  expedition.  Decatur 
sailed  from  Syracuse,  whore  the  American 
squadron  then  lay,  on  the  8d  of  February,  in  a 
small  ketch,  of  sixty  tons,  called  the  Intrepid, 
with  aboat  seventy  offioera  and  meOf  bH  volnn- 
teera,  aocomponiM  by  the  schooner  Syren, 
commoaded  by  Lieutenant  (now  Commodore) 
Stewart,  to  whom  was  as^gned  the  duty  of 
snmiorUng  him  with  the  boats  of  the  Syren, 
andf  covering  his  retreat  After  seveml  days  of 
Tcry  tempestiioos  weather,  he  arrived  off  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  and,  on  the  n^i;ht  of  the 
IGth,  proceeded  into  the  harbor,  ran  up  along- 
side of  the  Philadelphia,  (moored  as  I  have  de- 
scribed,) boarded,  and  carried  her,  after  a  short 
bat  severe  conflict,  on  the  decks  of  tho  fri^ate^ 
in  which  npwaids  of  twenty  Turks  were  killed 
oa  the  spot,  and  the  rest  driven  below  or  over- . 
board.  At  this  critical  period,  Lieutenant  De- 
ootur  foand  himself  in  oaict  possessioD  of  his 
prize— not  a  gan  had  been  fired — the  alarm 
had  not  ^et  been  spread,  and  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  pdot  who  conducted  the  expedition,  as 
well  OS  of  several  naval  officers,  acqoainted 
with  the  oircamstances,  and  (the  committee 
have  been  assured)  of  Decatur  himself,  that  tlie 
vessel  might  have  been  brought  -out  of  the 
harbor  in  safety ;  and,  if  that  hod  been  accom- 
plished,  ^e  officers  and  crew  of  tho  Intrepid 
wonld,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  boon  en- 
titled to  the  full  value  of  tlie  frigate,  certainly 
eqaal  to  two  or  throe  hnndrod  thoasand  dol- 
lars. Bat  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  cora- 
manding  officer,  prevented  the  attempt ;  and 
havii^  deliberately  set  fire  to  the  vessel,  In  tho 
very  manner  pointed  oat  in  his  orders,  and, 
having  remained  on  hoard  until  the  flames 
"  bnrst  ont  of  the  port-holes,  and  had  reached 
the  rigi^ng  and  the  tops,"  he  finally  abandoned 
her,  Ininging  off  the  whole  of  his  crew,  under 
s  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries  and  the  ship- 
pins,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  I 
To  attempt,  Mr.  President,  a  eulc^  of  an 

21ait  like  this,  would  be  a  vain  and  fruitless 
rL  I  must  borrow  the  language  of  others. 
A  goUsnt  officer,  now  no  more,  assures  as  that 
it  aoqabed  for  Decatur  the  meritorious  appel- 
latioa  o(  "  the  terror  ctf  the  foe."  In  the  lon- 
gnige  of  yonr  committee,  it  was  an  achievement, 
the  "griuuitry  <tf  which  has  very  seldom  been 
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oqaolled,  and  never  sarpassed,  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  the  world."  And,  in  the  official  de- 
spatches of  Commodore  Preble,  it  is  declared 
tliat  '^its  merit  can  hardly  be  snffidently  esti- 
mated—it is  above  all  praise."  To  this,  or, 
there  is  notliing  to  be  added. 

But,  dr,  I  most  be  permitted  to  dwell,  for  a 
moment,  on  the  consequences  of  this  victory, 
and  the  benefits  which  the  country  has  doivea 
from  it  The  TripoUtoa  war  of  1804  has 
always  been  conudered  as  having  ocmtribnted 
largely  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  naval 
glory  of  this  country.  It  kindled  that  spirit 
among  onr  young  naval  men,  which  has,  on 
every  occasion,  blazed  forth  with  so  much  lus- 
tre. It  elevated  the  American  naval  character 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  and  inspired 
among  our  officers  that  confidence  in  them- 
selves, which,  at  the  comm«icemeut  of  the  late 
war,  (when  It  was  feared  that  onr  ships  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  absolntely  swept  from  tiie 
ocean,)  enabled  them  to  meet  the  enemy  ia 
equal  fight,  and  to  achieve  so  many  prond  vic- 
tories on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  From  that 
dark  hour  when  Decatur,  in  a  small  ketch,  with 
sixty  men,  illumined  the  Oostie  of  Tripoli  with 
the  blaze  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  whole  career 
of  our  Kavy  (with  but  a  single  exception)  has 
been  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  and  brilliant 
achievements.  Its  path  has  been  a  flood  of 
glory.  But  it  ia  in  the  effects  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  upon  the  Turks,  that 
I  would  at  this  time  more  especially  insist 
u^it.  It  is  emphatically  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  no  doabt  Justly,  that  it  is  to  the 
profotmd  impresnon  prodaoed  by  this  and  othor 
exploits  in  the  Tripolltan  war,  (especially  the 
affair  of  the,  gun-boat,  in  which  Decatnr  was 
again  so  proumy  distin^ished,)  that  the  com- 
merce m  this  country  is  indebted  for  a  greater 
exemption  from  depredations,  on  the  part  of 
Turkish  cruisers,  than  has  been  experienced  by 
any  other  nation,  and  that  #hen  difficulties 
have  occurred,  they  have  been  adjusted  with 
unexampled  celerity,  and  at  an  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  altogether  insignificant, 
compared  with  tliat  to  which,  under  similar 
circumstances,  the  greatest  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  have  been  snl^ected.  In  illastration  oi 
the  truth  of  this  position,  and  to  show  how 
largdy  tlie  destrucuon  of  tlio  Philadelphia  coi^- 
trihatcd  to  produce  these  results,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  facts.  It  is  statm  by  Dr. 
Ridgely,  formerly  surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia, 
in  a  docoment,  on  the  table  of  every  Senator, 
that 

He  has  a  distinct  and  indeliUe  impnsdon  of  the  • 
leading  events  of  bb  imprisonment.  The  Pacha  and 
bis  court  did  not  attempt  to  ooncesl  their  exultatkm 
oil  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  was 
a  Jubilee  in  Tripoli.  So  extravagant  were  his  calco- 
tations,  that  he  would  not  listen  to  any  proposal  of 
peace  and  ransom  for  a  less  sum  than  one  million  of 
dollars.  In  this  condition  of  affiUrs,  it  would  have 
been  impoUtio  to  have  opened  a  negotiaUML  It 
would  have  been  r^arded  as  an  evidence  of  ftar 
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and  imbecility.  This  tone  of  confidetice  uid  tri- 
umph continued,  until  the  daring  enterprise,  led  on 
br  your  gtUaot  add  lamented  husband,  illuminated 
hu  castle  with  the  blaee  of  bia  trophy.  The  aenfia- 
tion  produced  by  the  acblerement  was  indescribable 
— consternation  and  diamay  were  depicted  on  every 
fitce.  Bot  the  best  evidence  of  ita  imprewioo  was 
the  frequent  conferences  of  the  Pacha  with  the  con- 
Buls,  bis  undisguised  deeire  to  make  peace,  and  his 
proposition  to  that  effect,  on  terms  touch  more  mod- 
erate— I  think  two  hundred  thousand  dollara.  Tho 
terror  inspired  by  the  roHsapture  and  conflagration, 
(increased  by  the  attack  of  the  f;un-boiU8f  on  the 
third  of  August,  1804,)  wu  fek  during  the  var,  and 
Ita  influence  was  adtnowledged  when  the  treaty  of 
peace  was  signed." 

Bach  were  the  immediate  effecti  of  this  ex- 
ploit. Bnt  they  ceased  not  with  the  war — we 
no  longer  pay  tribute.  Our  seamen  and  our 
ships  in  the  Mediterranean  have,  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years,  enjoyed  as  much  fi'eedoni 
among  the  "  licensed  pirates  "  of  tiie  Mediter- 
Ttmean,  as  on  oar  own  coasts.  Until  the  war 
irith  Great  Britiun,  I  believe  no  depredations 
on  oar  commerce,  of  any  consequence,  had 
been  committed  by  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Being  thus  led  to  believe  that  onr  ships  wonld 
necessarily  be  annihilated  in  tliat  contest,  our 
rigltts  were  violated  by  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and 
Tunis.  The  moment  pence  was  made  with 
England,  our  Government  detenninod  promptly 
to  redress  these  wrongs,  and  Decatur  was  de- 
spatched for  that  porpose,  with  three  frigates, 
one  sloop,  ope  brig,  and  three  schooners.  His 
was  but  the  van  of  a  larger  squadron  destined 
for  that  service.  But,  sir,  his  name  alone  ac- 
complished the  object  at  onee,  almost  withoat 
cost,  ahd  without  bloodied.  Sir,  it  is  almost 
inerediblef  it  is  a  fact^  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  varfiire,  that  in  fifty  days  after  the 
squadron  sailed  from  Sandy  Ilook,  a  treaty  was 
signed  between  Algiers  and  tho  United  States, 
which  included  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  In  that  ehort  space  of 
time,  Decatur  *'  had  cruised  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, fought  and  captured  a  I'urkish  frigate 
and  some  smaller  vessels,  killed  the  Algerine 
Admiral,  sailed  into  tlie  harbor  of  Algiers,  and 
ratified  a  treaty  at  the  cannon's  mouth."  From 
Algiers  he  proceeded  to  Tunis,  and  insisted  on 
and  instantly  obtained  payment  for  American 
proper^,  (to  the  valne  of  near  60,000  dollars,) 
which  had  been  cut  out  of  that  harbor  by  tho 
British.  From  Tonis  he  passed  on  to  Tripoli, 
and  there  ejected  a  settlement  of  all  onr  differ- 
ences, with  the  same  celerity  and  ease.  To 
show  that  in  Uie  extraordinary  success  which 
attended  these  operations,  Decatur  was  aided 
b^  the  impression  of  his  own  great  name  and 
bis  former  exploits,  I  will  read  a  few  lines  fh>m 
the  statement  of  a  gentleman,  then  American 
Consul  at  Tnnis,  who  tells  us  "  he  was  on  the 
spot  at  the  time,  and  perceived  the  effect  of 
that  influence."  He  thus  describes  the  inter- 
view between  the  Bey  and  the  messenger  of 
the  Commodore: 
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"Tell  your  Admiral  to  come  ashore  and  see  ae.' 
said  the  Bey.  "  He  declines  coming,  your  higbae*. 
until  these  disputes  are  settled,  which  are  best  doae 
on  board  ship."  "  But  this  Is  not  treating  me  viib 
becotping  dignity ;  Hamuda  Pacha,  of  blessed  nes- 
ory,  commanded  them  to  land  and  await  at  tfaejat 
acfl  until  be  pleased  to  receive  them.**  *'Tcvt 
likcly.your  highness,  bnt  that  was  twenty  yeaiaaga.^ 
"This  AdmiFU  is  the  same  one  who,  in  tfa«  war 
with  Sadi  Yusef,  of  TrabUs,  burnt  the  fiigxte*' 
"The  same."  "Ham I  why  do  they  mead  wSd 
young  men  to  treat  for  peace  with  old  Powns* 
then  you  Americans  don't  ipetk  troth ;  yoa  weu 
to  war  with  England,  a  nation  with  a  great  fleet, 
and  said  yoa  took  thdr  frigates  fai  equal  fight;  aa 
honest  people  always  speak  truth."  "  Well,  sir,  and 
ttiat  was  true.  Do  you  see  that  tall  ship  in  the  bay, 
with  a  blue  flag,  (the  Guerriere  ?)  that  was  takea  froa 
the  British ;  that  one  near  the  small  island,  (the 
Macedonian.)  was  ako  captured  on  equal  terms ;  that 
sloop  near  Cape  Carthage,  (the  Peacock,)  was  alss 
taken  In  battle."  The  Bey  lud  down  bis  telescope, 
reposed  on  his  cushions,  and  with  a  email  tortoise- 
sbell  comb,  set  with  diamonds,  combed  his  beard. 

A  small  vessel  got  under  weigh,  and  cane  near 
the  batteries ;  a  iKnnace  with  a  few  men  rowed 
about  the  harbor,  and  one  person,  dressed  in  the 
garb  of  a  sailor,  was  taking  soundings — it  was  De- 
catur. "Tel)  the  Admiral  to  land,  said  the  Bey, 
"  and  an  shall  be  settled  to  hfa  ■atlafactioD,'*  whkk 
was  done. 

The  rapidity  and  success  with  which  Deca- 
tur brought  to  a  conclusion  onr  differences 
with  three  of  the  Barbaiy  SUtcs,  forms  a  strifc- 
ing  contrast  with  tho  difficulties  experienced 
almost  immediately  afterwards  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  Holland,  and  more  recently  by  France, 
in  settling  their  diqiutcs  with  one  of  them. 
Not  many  months  after  Decatur  had  oonclnded 
his  treaty  with  Tripcdi,  Lord  Exmouth,  in  com- 
mand of  the  ecnttbined  British  and  Dutch  fle^ 
endeavored  to  accomplish  the  same  thing,  and 
what  was  the  result  V  With  a  force  consisting 
of  five  ships  of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  and  a 
great  number  of  smaller  vessels,  be  was  hardly 
able,  after  a  most  bloody  battle,  (in  which  he 
lost  160  men  killed,  and  had  700  wounded,)  to 
extort  a  peace,  on  terms  less  advaDtageons  than 
those  which  Decatur  had  obtained  In  a  few 
hours,  "  without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  life, 
or  the  loss  of  a  spar  or  a  rope."  And  even 
now,  while  I  am  speaking,  a  powerM  Frendi 
fleet,  which  has  been  engaged  for  months  In 
vain  attempts  to  extort  peace  from  the  same 
nation,  has  nothing  to  boast  of  but  a  nngle 
drawn  battle.  It  nas  been  remarked,  sir,  by 
one  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  "  that 
the  greatest  statesmen  m  the  last  war  were  the 
heroes  of  our  army  and  navy,"  and  I  think  1 
may  add  that  they  have  pro^  thenudTes,  oB 
more  than  one  occasion,  our  ablest  ne^tiaton. 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  this  topic,  I  will 
come  directly  to  the  inquiry,  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  pecuniary  reward  is  now  due  to 
the  captors  of  tho  Philadelphia  f  On  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  adopt  as  my  own 
the  views  of  the  committee.   At  the  time  of 
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the  oaptare  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  navj  was 
yoong,  and  it  was  the  opiDion  of  msmj,  even 
of  our  wisest  statesmen,  that  it  was  not  the 
trae  policy  of  the  United  States  to  strengthen 
thla  arm  of  the  national  defsncs;.   The  system 
wliich  has  since  been  introduced,  and  which 
aeenis  now  to  unite  all  safiVages  in  its  favor, 
had  not  yet  been  established,  and  appropriate 
rewards  Tor  distinguished  services  had  not  been 
provided.     Congress,  therefore,  though  appre- 
ciating -very  highly  the  valor  ond  good  conduct 
of  Decatur,  and  his  gallant  associates,  con- 
tented  themselves  with  bestowing  mere  hon- 
orary rewords,  unless  it  can  be  considered  as 
aa  exception  to  the  remark,  that  thoy  devoted 
two  months'  pay  to  the  officers  and  men ; 
which,  it  is  understood,  the  former  nnani- 
moualy  declined  to  receive.   When,  at  a  later 
period,  however,  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States  eome  to  fed  and  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence — 
when  onr  officers  and  men  were  every  day 
ooveriog  themselves  and  thctr  country  with 
glory,  a  better  and  more  liberal  spirit  sprung 
up,  and  was  cherished,  towards  this  long- 
neglected  department  of  the  public  eervico. 
Prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  tho 
Constitution,  we  believe,  no  case  hod  occurred 
in  which  a  pecuniary  reward,  for  a  naval  vic- 
tory, had  been  paid  ont  of  the  public  treasury. 
A  share  in  the  thing  captured  was  alt  that  the 
laws  or  usages  of  the  country  allowed :  and, 
if  that  perished  in  the  conflict,  the  victors  went 
witliout  their  reward.    When,  however,  tho 
navy  had  fought  itself  into  fiivor,  and  onr 
naval  heroes  oame  to  be  regarded  with  the 
gratitnde  and  afibotion  which  oonld  no  longer 
be  withheld,  the  rule  was  adopted  of  paying, 
out  of  the  public  purse,  for  vessels  destroy^ 
in  battle;  and  the  principle  is  now  setued, 
from  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government, 
for  fourteen  years,  that  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  for  vessels  sunk  in  battle, 
or  necessarily  destroyed  in  consequence  of  in- 
jories  recoivcd  in  the  conflict.  Conceiving, 
therefore,  that  it  is  the  established  policy  and 
settled  practice  of  the  Government,  to  allow 
compensation  in  all  such  cases,  though  they  do 
not  come  within  tihe  providons  of  the  prize 
acts,  the  qoestion  now  presents  itself,  whether 
the  same  uberal  prin''liH0  ooght  not  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  cap:*  of  the  Philadelphia,  and 
whether  compensation  is  not  as  justly  due  to 
tUe  captors  of  that  vessel  as  to  the  captors  of 
the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  or  of  the  gun-boat 
destroyed  on  Lake  Ontario?    On  this  point, 
the  committee  were  clearly  and  unanimously 
of  opinion,  that  both  justice  and  policy  concur 
in  support  of  the  claim.   Where  all  the  facts 
are  notorious,  and  the  merit  of  the  claimants  is 
oonfoasedly  of  the  highest  order,  the  Govern- 
ment oogfat  not  to  avail  itself  of  the  mere  lapse 
of  time ;  nor  can  I  conceive  any  sonnd  reason 
why  a  role,  fonnded  on  justice  and  cnLirged 
principles  of  public  policy,  shoold  not  be  ex- 
tended to  thoM  who  nave  aeUered  rignal  vie- 


tories,  before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  I 
come  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  with  great 
confidence,  and  I  know  the  Senate  will  concur 
with  me,  that  a  reasonable  compensation  ought 
now  to  be  granted  to  the  capton  of  the  FhDar 
delphia. 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  amount  which 
onght  to  bo  granted.  On  this  point  I  propose 
to  Took  to  precedents,  all  of  which  are  collected 
and  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 
On  examining  these,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
amount  granted  by  Congress,  for  vesE»ls  burnt, 
or  destroyed  in  battle,  varied  firom  one-fourth 
to  the  full  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed.  In 
the  coses  of  the  Java  and  Gaerriere,  about  one- 
fourth  was  allowed,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Brit- 
ish sloop-of-war  Hermes,  destroyed  in  the  a^ 
tack  on  Fort  Bowyer,  her  full  value  .was  paid 
to  the  garrison.  Without  ezandning  all  of  the 
procedents^  there  ii  one  to  which  I  will  call  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Senate.  During  liw 
operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  carried  on  by 
Commodore  Ohanncey,  a  British  gun-boat, 
caUe<l  the  Black  Snake,  was  destroyed  by  two 
baizes,  tmder  the  command  of  lieut  Gregory. 
For  this  exploit  no  reward  was  ever  claimed 
by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  years  afterwards,  one  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  that  affair,  came  here  and  presented 
a  claim  to  Congress.  The  subject  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  of  which  a  distinguished  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  (no  longer  a  member  of 
this  House)  was  chairman,  and  of  which  I  bad 
the  honor  to  be  a  member.  The  snbjeot  was 
fully  investigated.;  all  the  precedents  exam- 
ined, and  a  bill  reported  providing  fw  the  pay- 
ment of  three  thonsand  ddlan,  which  was  ow* 
tifled  by  0<nnmodore  Ghanncey  to  be  the  full 
value  of  the  gun-boot,  to  lieutenant  Gre^ry 
and  his  party.  Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  if  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  found  itself  constndned,  by  the  peonniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  to  grant  to  the 
captors  of  tho  Guerriere  and  the  Java  only 
one-fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  de- 
stroyed — after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  of  the  coontry  and 
of  the  treasury,  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
grant  the  Aill  value.  Viewing  the  subject  in 
all  its  bearings ;  taking  into  oonraderation  the 
extraordinary  merit  <h  the  achievement ;  .the 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  granting  com- 
pensation ;  and  the  small  number  of  persona 
engaged  in  the  enterprise;  it  has  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars  would  be  a  reasonable  snm  to  be  now 
granted  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia. 
The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered  is, 
the  proper  distribution  of  that  amount.  On 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  have 
experienced  some  embarrassnient.  The  case 
docs  not,  in  this  respect,  come  within  either 
the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  prize  act.  That 
act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ccecls  of  vessels  captured  and  condemned. 
Whoe  vessels  have  boon  destroyed,  the  oi^>t«s 
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can  onij  be  compensated  hj  virtue  of  sp&AaX 
ftctt  of  Congress,  and  under  each  proTuions  as 
maj  be  ad^ted  to  the  peculiar  circomstances 
of  Moh  partioiilar  ease.  Tbe  modeitf  distriba- 
tion  prwcribed  hj  the  prize  act,  it  meet  obvi- 
oosly  ^pUcable  onlj  to  a  full  crew.  In  regu- 
lating tbe  proportioM  of  priie-raoney  which 
tbe  cwtain,  a  midshipman,  and  a  common 
Mil  or  ihoald  receive  in  a  fHgato  of  44  gons,  it 
la  manifest  that  the  ealenlation  most  bo  founded 
on  the  idea,  that  there  woald  be  a  certain  n am- 
ber of  midshipmen,  as  well  as  of  sailors,  on 
board  of  «nch  a  ship :  for,  otherwise,  if  Uiere 
were  bat  one  midiihipman,  for  instance,  he 
might  receive  more  than  his  commander. 
From  tills  riew  of  the  snbject,  it  is  clear  that  a 
rale  of  distribution  proper!/  applicable  to  a 
ftiU  or«w,  cannot  be  Justhr  applied  to  a  skele- 
ton erew,  filling  op  none  <«  the  dawea  arranged 
In  the  prize  acta.  The  capture  of  a  frigate  of 
tiw  laivest  dasa,  by  a  Uentenant  and  70  men,  in 
ft  amairketch,  is  so  ont  of  the  usual  course,  and 
■0  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calculation,  that 
tiw  very  existence  of  such  an  extraordinary 
ease  seenu  to  produce  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ii^  a  new  nde  for  tbe  case  itself;  and,  in  the 
present  instance,  this  can  be  the  more  readily 
done,  as  the  proposed  grant  is  not  founded  on 
the  Uw,  but,  resting  entirely  on  the  liberality, 
may  be  regulated  by  the  sound  discreUon,  of 
Congress.  After  looking  carefully  into  the 
mbject  and  oonsulting  experienced  naval  offi- 
oera,  the  committee  could  not  discover  any 
more  equitable  rule  of  dutribution  than  that 
noonunended  by  tiie  Sarj  Commissioners,  | 
Til ;  that,  after  reserving  for  the  commanding 
crfBeer  of  the  squadron  one-twentieth  of  the 
whole  sum,  the  resii!ne  be  divided  among  the 
officers  and  men  In  the  same  relative  propor- 
tions which  each  would  receive  if  the  orew  of 
the  Intrepid  had  consisted  of  the  same  number 
IS  that  01  the  frigat«  Philadelphia  at  the  time 
of  her  capture  by  the  Tripolitiuis. 

Ur.  H.,  in  conolnsion,  said  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  was  prepared  in  conformity 
with  the  views  he  had  submitted  to  the  Benate, 
and  he  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
oonntry  would  this  day  pay  in  part  that  debt 
ti  gratitude  so  Just^  due  to  the  captqrs  of  the 
IPhuadelphia,  and  which  had  remained  so  long, 
not  only  unflstisfied,  but  almost  nna<^nowl- 


Fhe  motion  to  re^tnnmit  was  r^eoted  by  the 
fbHowing  vote : 

TzAS. — ISeart.  Bateman,  BeD,  Benien,  Hiam- 
bers.  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Knight,  Haeoo, 
Hoble,  Buggies,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Willianu— 15. 

Nats.— 'McMrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bon- 
ify, Branch,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison, 
Myne,  Heodricka,  Jotinaon  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King.  UcKinley,  HcLAne, 
Farris,  Robbina,  Rowan,  Bidgely,  Seymour,  Sils- 
be«,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
TaaeweU,  Tan  Boren,  White,  Witley,  Woodbury 
— «a 

Tbe  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 


Ifr.  Hattk,  for  filling  the  several  Uaakn  «f  the 
bill,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  SHrm,  of  South  Cardina,  o£bred  ^ 
following  |ffOTiaetotheMll:--yluehweajyBeji 
to: 

PrmUti,  That  Ibe  Aeeoontlng  OBeen  Aal  k 
no  Instance  pav  over  any  porliea  of  the  mttrntja 

herdn  appropriated  to  aay  other  person  or  poseas 
wbomsoevcr,  tbe  distoibonn  share  die  to  tbe  prop- 
er persons  herein  provided  for,  to  any  ocber  |Hi^ 
son  or  persons  vbomsoever,  than  to  Um,  bcr.  or 
them,  for  whom  it  is  appropriated,  or  to  hta,  b«, 
or  tbrir  legd  representative  or  repreaentativea,  fint 
fully  aseertaniea  to  be  such  by  tlie  aald  acconntiDg 
officers.  Kor  sbaU  any  cmtract,  bargain,  w  nki 
of  any  such  distribntive  share  to  aay  other  pnsoa 
or  persons  be  in  anywise  obligatory  oo  Ibe  veader, 
but  shall  be  held  to  be  noil  and  void,  to  all  famnla 
andpnrposea. 

UoifDAT,  February  11. 
Capton  <!f  tie  PhUadelphia. 

[The  bm  for  the  refief  of  Mrs.  Son  Decator  a»d 
others,  was  t^m  npb 

The  HU  was  read  a  third  time,  and  finaBy  imnu  il. 
and  seM  to  the  Hoo8e.J 

PotMrs  of  the  Vtee  Pt€»tdent-~Biqkt  to  CkU  c 
Senator  to  Order— Sight  ^  Me  Senator  U 

Appeal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgblt,  the  Somte  pro- 
eeeded  to  the  con^dention  of  the  report  of  tiia 
oonunittee  appointed  to  revise  Uie  rnlea  of  the 
Sooate;  when  tiie  amoidmaitB  rqwoted  by 
the  oMnmittee  were  aeverally  read  md  agreed 
to. 

Kr.  Taziwkll  rose  to  inquire  of  Uke  ch^- 
man  of  the  committee,  whether  the  6th  end  7th 
rules  had  been  considered,  and  whether  the 
committee  proposed  any  alteration  in  them. 
Mr.  T.  referred  to  a  decision  made  in  relation 
to  those  rules  by  the  Vice  Pre«dent  two  years 
ago.  Ur.  T.  thought  then,  and  still  tiioo^^ 
that  the  decision  of  the  Vice  President  was 
correct.  The  Vice  President,  in  hia  ofMiuon, 
had  not  the  power  to  call  aSenatwtoorderfor 
words  spoken  in  .  debate— it  was  a  power  that 
ought  not  to  be  ^ven  him. 

Ur.  I^BLT,  in  reply,  ititted  tiiat  then 
rules  (the  6th  and  7tii)  had  been  ooosidered  \^ 
the  eommittee,  who  were  opinion  thai  no 
alteration  in  them  was  necessary  or  expedient, 
and  that  the  de(»uon  under  them  of  the  Vice 
PreaidaBt,  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Tb^ 
^nia,  was  substantially  correct. 

Ur.  Knro,  a  member  of  the  committee,  made 
an  explanation  rimilar  to  that  of  Ur.  Ridgslt. 
He  had  no  doubt,  in  hia  own  mind,  that  the 
decision  of  the  President,  just  alluded  to,  was 
a  correct  one.  There  was  one  member  of  the 
committee,  however,  who  differed  in  ofHiuim 
with  the  minority  in  rcoard  to  ^ese  rnk^  and 
who  had  proposed  an  alteratiiHi  of  them.  He 
wa%  however,  ovemiled      the  deouoa  of 
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the  other  members  of  the  cmmaittee,  who 
thoo^t  it  beat  that  the  rules  ibonld  remaia  as 
they  were. 

Hr.  Foot  declared  himself  to  be  the  member 
of  the  oommittee  aUnded  to,  who  had  proposed 
the  amendment  to  the  6tii  rule:  aod  after 
bMns  called  npaa  in  this  manner,  he  felt  him- 
aelf  bound  to  propose  the  same  araoidment  for 
the  oonrideration  of  the  Senate ;  and  dioold 
aasign  tb«  reasons  whiefa  indnoed  him  to  offer 
that  amendment  in  the  ewnmittee,  and  which 
he  now  tdt  it  his  datr  to  urge  before  the  Sen- 
ate, ia  foror  of  its  adoption.   Sir,  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  has  stated  very  oorreotly  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the  anbject. 
The  rules  of  the  Senate  are  fev  in  number, 
embracing  only  the  oases  in  which  the  Senate 
hare  thought  proper  to  depart  from  the  rules 
of  proceeding  in  Jefferson's  Manual,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  adopted  hy  consent,  as  their 
^ide  in  all  tbeir  deliberations.   The  6th  and 
7th  miles  of  the  Senate,  hy  ihe  construction 
^ven  hy  the  present  preuding  officer,  have  put 
It  eotirelj  out  of  the  power  of  any  person  to 
eall  a  Senator  to  order  fn-  words  rooken,  until 
the  Senator  shall  have  flolshed  nb  speech. 
For,  if  the  presiding  oflBcer  has  not  the  power, 
it  exists  in  no  one ;  for,  in  Jefferson's  Mannal 
it  ia  1^  down  explicitly,  that  "Offensivo 
words  are  not  to  bo  noticed  until  the  member 
has  finished  his  speech,  then  they  ore  to  bo 
written  down."   It  appears  from  this,  that  these 
rnles,  instead  of  faciiituting  the  business,  are 
odIt  calculated  to  prod>ice  embarrassment; 
and  it  ia  very  evident  that  snch  has  been  their 
operation  in  relation  to  the  case  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazbwkll^  has  at- . 
laded.    And,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  tne  rules 
ahonld  elthor  be  amended  so  as  to  reoognize  in 
the  President  the  power  to  call  to  order,  or 
that  they  should  be  expnnged,  and  leave  the 
Uanoal  for  onr  gnide ;  fur,  under  that  rule,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  call 
to  order :  for,  in  speaking  of  offensive  words  in 
debate,  he  says,  "  such  proceedings  Hr.  Speak- 
er ought  to  suppress."   It  would  seem  from 
the  0th  rule,  as  if  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  the  President  should  call  to  order  for 
words  spoken,  because  the  member  is  required 
to  take  his  seat  until  the  President  decides 
whether  he  is  in  or  out  of  order.   And  if  called 
to  order  by  the  President,  it  would  seem  un- 
neoessary  that  he  should  take  his  seat  to  allow 
time  for  the  President  to  decide ;  for  the  call 
to  order  wonld  of  course  be  a  deoiuon  of  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  If  Aoosr  Bcdd  that  he  thought  the  Presi- 
dent ought  not  call  to  order.  He  should  sit 
in  his  seat  to  decide  between  tlte  members, 
and  be  ought  to  be  pore  and  unbiassed,  like  a 
judge  Dpon  the  bench.  Or,  said  Kr.  M.,  sup- 
pose that  he  improperly  ealla  to  order,  to 
whom  are  yon  to  appeal  t  He  is  to  decide ; 
therefore,  he  ought  to  keep  aloof  from  the 
•aose  of  complaint,  and  not  be  the  originator 
of  the  call,  so  as  to  Jndge  impartially  betwean 


the  opposite  parties.  He  had  rather  have  it  so, 
than  flJter  it 

Mr.  Kino  hero  read  the  6th  and  7th  rules, 
and  commented  on  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment as  proposed  by  Mr.  Foot.  If  you  give, 
said  Mr.  K.,  this  power  to  the  Vice  President, 
yon  clothe  him  with  the  most  tremendous  and 
dangerous  power ;  a  power  no  less  than  that 
of  putting  an  end  to  debate ;  to  gag  a  member 
when  the  course  of  debate  is  not  consonant  to 
his  wishes  or  hia  feelings.  He  wonld  suppose 
that  the  Vice  President  was  connected,  either  by 
interest  or  by  inclination,  with  those  in  the 
ministratiott  of  the  Government,  he  would  then 
have  the  power  to  put  a  meml>er  down  the 
moment  he  discussed  a  subject  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  abroad  to  the  people— a  power 
which,  if  he  chose  to  exercise  it,  would  make 
him  the  veriest  tyrant  in  existence.  It  is  not 
necessary,  said  Mr.  K.,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  Senate  with  regularity 
and  decorum,  to  give  any  such  power.  lie 
liad  no  idea  of  subjecting  the  freedom  of  debate 
to  the  control  of  any  one  individaal.  What- 
ever confidence  he  might  have  in  the  present 
presiding  officer,  still  the  time  midit  arrive 
when  this  power,  if  now  given,  would  be  found 
in  dangerous  hands.  lie  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail.  He  repeated,  he  had 
every  confidence  in  the  Impartiality  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  decisions  of  Uio  present  presid- 
ing officer,  but  he  wished  to  gnwd  against  any 
possiUe  contingency. 

Mr.  DiOEKnso:^  said  it  was  oertun  that  any 
member  of  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  caU 
another  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
however  inoffensive  those  words  might  be; 
and  he  conddered  it  equally  certun  that  the 
president  misht  call  to  order  for  words  spoken 
m  debate,  when  those  words  might  be  an  ont- 
roge  upon  the  decorum  ot  the  Senate.  It  ia 
the  duty  of  the  preuding  officer  to  preserve 
order.  The  power  to  do  this  must  be  an  in- 
herent one,  without  which,  the  duty  could  not 
be  performed,  and  the  officer  could  not  preside. 
He  has,  and  must  have,  so  much  power  as  to 
preserve  decorum  in  the  Senate,  that  the  busi- 
ness may  proceed  without  interruption.  Two 
years  ago,  when  two  Senators,  by  tlie  violence 
of  their  remarks  upon  each  other,  totally  in- 
terrupted the  business  of  the  Senate,  they  were 
callea  to  order  by  a  third  Senator,  who  was 
directed  to  reduce  the  words  to  writing;  this 
he  refused  to  do,  as  it  was  no  concern  of  his. 

Ur.  Vax  Bokbn  said  that  he  did  not  con- 
edve  that  the  office  conferred  the  right  to  call 
to  order.  If  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President 
were  derived  from  the  constitution,  as  nobody 
doubted,  he  knew  of  no  sanction  to  that  power, 
either  in  cases  of  Irrelevancy  or  impropriety 
of  speech.  The  only  express  power  granted 
by  the  constitution,  was  that  of  giving  the 
casting  vote.  This  amendment  went  to  give 
him  another  power  not  contemplated  by  the 
constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the  constitn- 
tion  has  given  the  i^j^  to  the  two  Bouea  to 
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make  roles  for  the  goTemment  of  tiieir  own 
members,  and  for  the  directioo  of  their  presid- 
ing  officers.  He  tbonsbt  tba  power  a  duiser- 
oos  ime  to  place  ia  the  buds  of  tb*  Vice 
Presidmt.  It  was  nerer  tdnated,  and  it  waa 
ner  V  intended  to  be,  dut  a  member  ihoold  be 
pot  down  because  of  tbe  manner  in  wUoh  be 
chose  to  present  his  Tiews  or  defend  his  princi- 
ples. Yet  this  might  h^>peD,  nnder  tbe  discre- 
tion which  woold  be  given  hj*  tbb  amendment 
As  to  the  individuals  of  the  Senate,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  cooie, 
when  they  would  be  so  forgetful  of  their  own 
dignity,  and  that  of  the  body,  as  not  to  call  to 
ot^er  txkj  member  vho  shoold  overstep  the 
boaods  decorum.  He  was  satisfied  witn  the 
rule  as  it  was ;  and  woa,  therefore,  (^posed  to 
tbe  ameodmcDt. 

Hr.  BssTov  was  opposed  to  the  accnmola- 
tion  of  onnecessarj  power  in  iire^nsiblo 
hands,  and  of  that  character  he  ramoeived  the 
present  motion  to  be.  Every  Senator  had 
now  the  right  to  call  to  wder,  and  eertainlr 
forty-seven  Senators  were  enoogb  to  watch 
one.  It  coold  not  1m  necessary  to  increase  tlie 
number  to  forty>eight,  by  adding  tbe  Vice 
President,  who  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  \a. 
We  do  not  elect  him,  and  we  cannot  displace 
him^  except  by  an  irapoacbment,  which  raoKt 
be  instituted  in  the  other  lloose.  Nor  is  it 
safe  to  vest  the  power  of  restraining  debates 
in  on  officer  like  liim,  not  concerned  in  the  de- 
bate, and  not  responsible  to  us  for  the  exercise 
of  Jiis  power,  Ue  may  abuse  Uiia  power,  and 
we  are  without  remedy.  Tbe  power  of  stop- 

Sing  a  member  in  debate— of  making  him  sit 
own  and  proceed  in  another  manner,  or  not 

Jiroeeed  at  all,  is  a  power  of  high  import.  The 
eelings  of  the  Senator  may  he  deeply  wounded 
by  it,  but  that  is  a  trifle  compared  with  the 
injury  which  may  be  done  to  his  constituents. 
A  debate,  vital  to  their  liberties,  might  bo 
stopped  and  terminated,  under  the  pretence  of 
oonlinin^  the  S[>eaker  to  a  particular  question ; 
and  the  injury  would  be  without  remedy.  The 
Vice  President  holds  his  office  Independent  of 
the  will  of  the  body  over  which  he  presides, 
and  in  that  respect  differs  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Beinvsentatives,  and  all  other 

Presiding  officers  to  which  he  has  been  likened, 
he  Speaker  of  the  Uouse  BepresentatiTes  is 
reaponuble  to  the  body  over  which  he  presides. 
They  make,  and  they  can  unmake  him,  and  he 
is  vested  with  powers  by  tbe  rules  of  the 
House,  which  the  Senate  have  never  conferred 
upon  the  President  of  this  body.  But  the 
principle  involved  in  this  qaestion  has  already 
been  decided  upon,  and  octed  on  for  two  yeors ; 
I  allude  to  the  appointment  of  committees 
token  away  from  the  President  of  this  body 
bccaune  he  was  not  responsible  to  us,  and  re- 
tained in  our  own  hands,  although  it  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  the  power  had 
been  well  exercised.  The  admission  is  general, 
if  not  unanimous,  that  yon,  dr,  had  exercised 
thia  power  diacrcotly  and  vnezceptifnubly — 


no  ol^eetioii  was  taken  to  your  coddoet-i 
wac  conceded  all  round  that  H  was  apowstf 
a  nature  to  be  better  exercised  1^  a  prcri^ 
officer  thn  by  tbe  Senate  at  large;  bDt,be- 
eanseyoa  w«re  aot  vb»  of  MCenaleltf 
na,  nor  reqionsibla  to  na,  this  power'wss  Ides 
out  cf  TOUT  hands.  I  see  bo  difference  id  Um 
principle  of  tbe  two  caeea,  and  there  dull  be 
no  ditference  in  my  conduct  upon  then.  I 
voted  to  take  the  appointing  power  orereooh 
mitteea  out  of  yonr  hands,  because  yon 
not  one  of  us,  and  I  oppose  your  right  to  itn 
me  In  debate,  f<»-  a  real  or  sappoaedlititadeoi 
expression,  Ibr  the  same  reasMi. 

Atlnsion  has  been  made,  sir,  to  past  sceoes  ii 
this  chamber,  when  a  Senator,  not  now  a  menh 
her  of  this  body — one  whom,  I  am  prind  to 
say,  honors  me  with  the  same  of  friend,  (Mr. 
RoimoLnr,) — has  been  suppoeed  to  traineeBd 
the  freedom  <slt  debate,  and  yon,  sir,  were  en- 
sured for  permitting  it.    According  to  tb« 
opinion  whteh  yon  then  expressed,  and  whidi 
I  concur  in,  yon  had  no  power  to  call  to  order 
for  that  cause,  and  the  present  motion  f;mt 
upon  that  idea,  otherwise  it  would  not  be 
necessary  now  to  confer  this  power.   That  jm 
were  right  In  your  decision,  is  stron^y  to  ba 
inferred,  from  the  fact,  that  of  forty-flmi 
Senators  having  the  undoubted  right  to  csD  to 
order  on  these  occasions,  no  one  did  it;  tntlif 
those,  whose  rights  were  unquestionsble,  W 
not  act,  it  certainly  was  excusable  in  yon, 
whose  onthority  was  at  least  doubtftJ,  to  M- 
low  their  example.   One  thing  iaccrtanjii 
you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  nde  of  liberty, 
of  authority ;  and  the  rarity  of  tJieee  kifid  of 
errors,  by  those  in  power,  sbcnld  give  then 
a  claim  to  our  respect,  when  they  do  occor. 
But  I  do  not  admit  there  was  an  error,  nor  do 
I  rest  the  vindication  of  my  friend  upon  pi*- 
snmphious  inferences  derivable  ftx>m  oor  oim 
couQuot.   I  take  higher  ground,  and  ssy  thrt 
nothing  which  we  have  ever  heard  from  lfl» 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  id  reference  to  ow 
President  and  his  Secretaries,  ^^'^^^ 
severity  and  violence  what  is  said  with  im- 
punity in  the  British  Parliament,  by  connnonM* 
as  well  as  peers,  of  Uieir  king  and  his  n&u*' 

I  have  some  acquaintance  with  tbe  dwiM 
of  the  Briti^  ParlUimont— not  so  m^ch 
ought  to  have— but  enough  to  bear  me  ont  m 
the  assertion,  that  the  king  and  his  nii*^^ 
have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  in  w"" 
Houses  of  Partiament,  with  a  degree  eerenty 
which  the  gentleman  alluded  to  never 
soended  on  tliis  floor,  in  any  thing  which  h«9W 
of  oor  President  and  his  Ministers.  I  Bp«**  " 
what  has  occorred  in  the  British  Parii«nM» 
in  times  of  order  and  subordination,  when  u* 
Speakers  wore  men  of  tlie  first  weifSh*  J*? 
dignity  of  character,  and  when  lio  *™'*jTlr 
them  to  order;  and  I  murt  be  pw"'**!^,?! 
say,  that  it  argues  badly  for  the  spiii*  «JJ* 
times  in  our  coun^,  that  it  ia  an  evil 
for  our  repnblleaa  institntioita,  if  Antn^ 
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Senators  cannot  b«  as  free  with  their  Preudent 
and  Secretaries,  as  British  snbjeots  maj  be 
"with  their  monarch  and  his  prime  ministers. 
Sut  this  reinoaoh,  nr.  does  not  lie  at  jour 
door.    By  joar  deoiaon,  yon  prerentea  the 
stain  from  sticking  to  ^oar  ^irts.  That  you 
vere  right,  I  then  bebeved,  and  stiU  belisTe. 
£ven  npuQ  a  critical  eonstrcction  of  our  own 
x^les,  leaving  out  the  enlarged  considerations 
'which  governed  yoo,  your  decision  will  stand 
tlhe  test  oS  the  BOTerest  scrutiny.   Those  rules 
only  give  yon  a  power  to  decide  after  the  ques- 
tion of  order  is  raised  and  placed  before  you. 
"Whea  a  member  is  called  to  order,  his  words 
shall  be  token  down  in  writing,  and  the  Presi- 
dent shall  decide.   This  is  the  rale.   Now  why 
-  reduce  to  writing,  except  to  inform  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  wor&  excepted  to  ?   And  why  in- 
form him,  if  he  already  knows  them!  And 
-why  make  another  dedsion,  if  he  had  already 
decided  in  the  fact  of  oalliug  to  order  t  The 
•words  and  the  splHt  of  the  rale  go  upon  the 
idea,  that  one  member  is  to  accuse  another  of 
disorder,  and  that  you,  as  a  disinterested  and 
imparthd  arbiter,  are  to  decide  between  them. 
This  is  unfavorable  to  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tion, which  forever  separates  the  function  of 
the  judge  and  accuser,  and  so  may  they  remain 
on  this  Hoor  as  everywhere  else. 

Hr.  Smith;  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  the  dnty 
of  the  Vice  President,  as  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate,  to  decide  agreeably  to  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  have  been  made  for  his 
guidance.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  presiding  officer  had  tlie  power  of  calling  a 
nrember  to  order  "  for  words  spoken,"  because 
he  was  one  of  their  own  boidy,  elected  by 
themselves  to  preside  over  thorn,  and  amenable 
to  their  authority.  If  his  decisions  are  unsat- 
isfactory, they  can  refbse  to  reflect  him — ^but 
we,  sir,  Itave  no  snob  power.  Our  presiding 
officer  is  not  elected  by  ua — ^Iie  is  sent  here  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  totally  in- 
dependent of  us.  Mr.  S.  was  not  willing  to 
vest  either  tlie  Vice  President  or  President 
pro  tern,  with  the  power  to  stop  debate.  It  is 
a  trwnendous  power — I  have  felt  it,  sir,  and 
never  shall  forget  it.  On  a  certain  occasion,  in 
the  otlier  House,  a  report  was  presented  from 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadverted 
Tory  severely  on  Gerry.  I  undertook  to 
animadvert  on  the  report,  and  was  called  to 
order.  Unoonseioos  that  I  had  travelled  ont  of 
the  record,  I  proceeded,  and  was  three  times 
called  to  order.  I  then  inquired  why  I  was 
considered  to  be  ont  of  order? — and  was  told, 
by  the  Speaker,  that  the  report  upon  which  I 
had  animadverted  most  not  be  considered  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  but  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Statca.  That  I  could  not  pro- 
ceed :  for,  before  the  discossion  commenced,  I 
had  been  called  out  of  my  seat,  and  told,  by  a 
person  high  in  office,  that  the  President  re- 
quested that  the  report  might  not  be  consid- 
ered as  his,  but  as  tue  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Mr.  Prendent,  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
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placed  in  this  body,  differently  constituted  as  it 
IS  iVom  the  other,  in  such  a  situation  as  I  tlien 
was,  to  be  stopped  in  the  course  of  my  argu- 
ment. There  were  high  party  times  then,  and 
high  party  times  may  come  agfun,  and  when- 
ever uiey  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  soch  a 
power)  bo  committed.  And  where  will  be  Uie 
remedy?  Gentlemen  say,  in  the  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  President  An  appeal! 
My  experience  bos  taught  me  to  know  uiat  an 
appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  The  m^ority 
will  always  support  the  Chiur,  right  or  wrong. 
An  appeal  was  taken  in  the  case  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  the  mmority  voted  with  tlie  Speak- 
er, and  always  will.  An  appeal  fmm  tho  Chair 
is  vox  et  preUria  nihil.  I  would  rather  bo 
without  the  appeal. 

Mr.  McLa:;s  commenced  his  remarks  with 
an  apology  for  obtruding  his  sentiments  upon 
tlie  oenato,  in  which  he  had  bo  recently  taken 
his  seat,  on  a  snl^ect  relating  to  their  rules  and 
orders.  The  amendment  appeared  to  him 
directly  to  involve  the  power  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent 
him  from  speaking,  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bato.  Ue  hod  considered  that  subject,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Vice  President  did  not  pos- 
sess such  power,  independent  of  or  according 
to  the  existing  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  was  an- 
willing  to  confer  such  power  by  any  alteration 
of  the  rules.  The  amendment,  by  its  terms, 
concedes,  and  the  mover,  with  a  commendable 
spirit  of  candor,  admits  that,  by  the  existing 
rules,  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Vice  President ;  and  so  far  as  this 
admission  may  be  entitled  to  weight.  It  wotdd 

Slace  the  proposed  change  on  grounds  of  ezpe- 
iency  merely ;  bat  the  ai^oment  of  gentlemen 
had  taken  a  wider  scope,  had  asserted  bolder 
claims  to  power,  and  had  invested  the  Vice 
President  with  authority  to  stop  a  Senator  in 
debate,  and  arrest  discnsdtm  for  the  use  of 
words  which  he  might  deem  irrelevant  or  dis< 
orderly. 

A  power  of  such  magnitude,  so  vital  to  the 
dearest  privileges  of  the  members  of  tliis  body, 
has  been  suppcraed,  by  at  least  one  Senator,  in- 
herent in  the  Vice  President,  as  Incident  to  his 
office  as  pre^ding  officer  of  the  Senate  under 
the  constitution,  or  derived  from  the  rules  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Jeffsrson's  "  Manual  of  Pariia- 
mentary  Practice."  He  denied  these  assertions 
altogether,  which  he  considered  dangerous  in 
principle,  and  thought  it  perfectly  pT^n,  that 
the  law  of  the  Eo^ish  Parliament  could  have 
no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  tho  Senate, 
much  less  that  they  could  control  the  privilege 
of  debate. 

That  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Senate ;  that  lie  was  placed  here,  not  by 
the  body  itself,  but  by  tlie  people  of  the  United 
Stotcs,  under  the  constitution,  which,  by  speci- 
fying certain  of  his  powers  and  limiting  their 
extent,  by  a  fair  implication  excluded  (3l  oth- 
ers, had  already  been  sufficiently  adverted  to. 
He  would  press  them  no  farther  than  to  re- 
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nark,  that  it  thence  appeared  to  bim  perfectlj 
clear  that  the  constitntion  contd  not  have  ie- 
signed  to  aubject  ttie  Senate  to  the  administra- 
tion of  an  officer,  without  other  mle  than  hia 
arbitrary  will,  and  irresponsible  to  those  who 
might  become  the  objects  of  his  oppression. 
It  mi^t  be  Mrly  prcHuined,  he  said,  if  it  bad 
not  been  expressly  provided,  that  an  authority 
thns  conferred  wontd  be  liable  to  the  regula- 
tion of  those  on  whom  it  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidental  power, 
Mr.  McL.  said,  was  everywhere  the  offspring  of 
urgent  necessity,  and  belonged  to  no  fnoctions 
in  this  Government,  unless  indispensable  to  its 
existence.  In  regard  to  the  right  in  onesUon, 
there  certainly  coold  be  no  pretence  for  such 
necessity. 

If  the  Vice  President  possessed  the  power  as 
incident  to  hts  office,  it  would  be  the  gift  of  the 
constitntion,  and  as  such  transcend  the  author- 
ity of  the  Senate.  There  could  be  no  limit  to 
such  power,  but  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  pre- 
dding  officer.  The  Senate  oonid  mUoet  it  to 
no  control ;  they  could  neither  presonbe  rules 
of  order,  nor  the  circumstances  under  which 
their  debates  might  be  intermpted ;  and  wonld 
thus  be  subjected  to  a  dominum  which  bo  be- 
lieved no  gendemaa  had  nriously  contem- 
plated. 

Of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  that  of  iVedy 
discussing  the  various  snhjects  of  their  deliber- 
ations was  the  dearest,  intimately  interwoven 
with  the  structure  of  that  body.  He  consid- 
ered the  freedom  of  speech  here,  as  sacred  as 
that  of  the  press  elsewhere ;  and  if  the  com- 
bined power  of  Congress  and  the  Ezecu- 
tlvo  be  incompetent,  as  be  believed  it  was,  to 
abridge  the  freedom  of  either,  beyond  these 
iralls,  he  could  not  admit  a  power  incident  to 
the  Vice  President  to  regulate  tlie  fmmer  on 
this  floor.  He  could  conceive  of  no  right  more 
clearly  incident  to  the  Senate,  than  that  of  free 
discusRton,  without  which  its  deliberations 
could  not  be  properly  conducted.  He  thought 
it  constituted  an  important  part  of  tlie  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  which  they  poaa^sed  the 
ezcluuve  power  xk  r^nlating  by  thur  own 
rules. 

The  Constitution  of  the  TTnited  States,  estab* 
lishing  the  L^slature  for  the  Union,  author- 
ized "  each  House  to  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  ^sordcrly 
oelmvior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds,  to  expel  a  member." 

In  this  provUAon,  Mr.  VoL.  said,  was  con- 
tained the  whole  parliamentary  power  over  the 
subject  of  order — that  of  prescribing  rules,  and 
of  enforcing  obedience.  It  was  absolute  and 
unlimited,  and  could  not  con^st  with  the  exist- 
ence of  a  nmilar  power  elsewhere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  other  rule  tlian  that  ema- 
nating from  its  own  will. 

Mr.  Shitii,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he 
should  not  have  thought  of  offering  the  amend- 
ment now  under  c<»iMderation ;  but,  while  the 
ndea  wen  under  discaadcat,  be  thou^t  it  beat 


to  make  them  as  perfect  as  possible.  At  pres- 
ent all  things  were  tranqnil ;  but  the  peAce  and 
harmony  of  the  country  might  not  always  re- 
main, and  it  was  desirable  that  all  measures 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  it.  If  tbe  qoeBtioa 
involved  in  this  amendment  had  alread j  gone 
forth  among  ^e  people,  and  coaaed  aome  een- 
motion,  it  waa  ni^  time  that  it  ritamM  be 
iinally  settled.  He  had  always  considered  it 
the  right  a  vi  termtnt  of  the  l*rerident  to  quell 
all  disorders  of  whatever  destription. 

The  question  was,  whether  it  shonld  not  be 
the  right  of  the  President  to  rail  to  order,  giv- 
ing the  privilege  to  any  member  to  call  for  a. 
revision  of  the  decision  by  the  Senate.    It  vai 
a  rule  of  tbe  Senate  for  thirty-five  years,  for 
the  President  to  call  to  order,  and  he,  himself^ 
hod  been  the  subject  of  it   He  had  been  called 
to  order  by  hia  late  venerable  friend  Mr.  6«il- 
lard.   Ho  had  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say 
whether  he  was  out  of  order,  and  the  decisaoa 
was,  that  there  could  bo  no  appeaL   It  aoeued 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  tfa^ 
were  going  to  place  a  tyrant  in  tbe  ch^,  and 
that  i^ainst  his  lawless  rule  it  was  neteastary  to 
provide.   This  did  not  produce  any  effect  on 
his  mind.   While  a  Vice  President  was  in  the 
chur  he  had  no  fear.   While  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  Senate  was  one  in  whom  the  peof^ 
had  confidence,  and  who  reached  his  elevatioa 
legally,  he  aaw  uo  cause  of  apprehension.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  members  or 
the  Chair  have  the  right  to  call  to  order.  If 
it  did  not  exist  in  the  office  of  Vice  President, 
the  Senate  hod  the  right  to  ^ve  it  to  him ;  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  doing  so.   As  to  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  mem- 
bet  of  the  Senate,  he  did  not  believe  the  po^ 
tttm  could  be  mamtdned,  as  he  waa  fimuy  of 
the  opinion  that  he  was  made  part  of  the  body 
by  the  constitution.  It  was  true  that  all  tba 
powers  formerly  exefcised  by  the  Chair  had 
not  been  considered  inalienable.   For  instance, 
tbe  manner  of  nominating  committees  had 
been  clumged  several  times,  and  at  present  that 
doty  was  transferred  to  tbe  Senate  itaelf.  But 
there  were  other  powers  which  were  eutirdy 
incidental  to  the  Chair,  and  could  be  vested  no- 
where else.   A  frcntleman  gets  up,  and  makes 
a  certain  proposition.   Does  not  tlie  Chair  tell 
him  he  is  out  of  order  ?   This  is  done  ev^ 
day.  When  two  members  rose  also  at  the  same 
time,  power  waa  givon  to  the  pre^ng  offictf 
to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  speak  first.   If  tbe 
principle  now  attempted  to  be  established  were 
correctly  founded,  why  shonld  this  power  per- 
tain  entirely  to  the  presiding  officer? 
should  not  one  of  the  forty-eight  membos  do 
this!   It  would  be  idle  to  argne  in  this  way; 
and  it  was,  Ur,  S.  considered,  strong  proof  that 
the  Vice  Pre^dent  had  all  the  powers  inciden- 
tal to  hia  situation.    If  they  looked  even  to 
ordinary  societies,  they  ^ould  find  that  they 
elected  their  President,  who,  by  the  election, 
was  invested  with  all  necessary  powers  for 
^recdng  the  bndneas  <tf  the  meeUogs.  He  be- 
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comes  at  ouce  the  jodge  <A  what  is  to  be  dnne, 
and  th«  directw  of  the  mode  in  whioh  it  shall 
be  done.    I,  for  ooe,  si^  Mr.  8.,  am  iot  giving 
power  to  the  Chair,  if  there  is  any  Berioas 
doubt      his  posMsstng  it.   I  thick  there  is  no 
danger  in  giriog  him  sQch  a  power.   If  two 
members  were  to  quarrel  acruss  the  hoose, 
would  the  Ohair  deolme  interfering  f   Or,  sup- 
pose that  a  Senator  were  to  go  at  lei^h  into 
the  oonndention  <^  a  satjeot  entirely  fiw^gn 
to  the  qoestioa  in  hand,  and  talk  of  the  Army 
or  the  Navy  when  the  qoestioo  of  the  proper 
looati<M>  of  a  rood  was  before  the  Senate  t  or 
disonas  the  eipedimcy  of  an  appropriatii<Mi, 
when   no   appropriatioa  was  oontemplated  t 
'Would  the  Chur  sit  silent  and  permit  this 
irrelevancy  t    Certainly  not    If  he  did,  an 
individual  might  talk  here  a  whole  day,  and 
amve  at  nothing.   There  were  rules,  the  en- 
forcement of  which  could  not  be  taken  from 
the  Ohair  without  making  the  Senate  a  mere 
uaUity.    It  would  be,  in  fact,  throwing  a  new 
and  inconvenient  doty  into  the  hands  of  the 
members,  by  setting  Uiem  to  watch  over  and 
admiidster  the  rales,  which,  la  reoU^i  belongs 
to  the  Preadent. 

Mr.  UoKiKLET  looked  upon  all  objections  to 
the  amendment  as  faavlDg  a  bearing  upon  the 
constitutional  questicHi.   It  had  Ireen  said  that 
the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member  of  this 
body.    If  this  declaration  were  modified  so  as 
to  be  that  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he  would 
Agree  to  it.    Bat  he  maintained  that  he  was  a 
member.    The  argument  appears  to  be  ground- 
ed on  the  fact  that  the  Senate  does  not  elect 
him.    We  complain  that  we  do  not  elect  him — 
that  he  is  not  a  merat>er — ^but  ag^nst  whom  do 
we  compUun?    Against  the  people  of  the 
United  States.   They  elect  him ;  and  they,  by 
the  ooosUtotioii,  dedare  that  he  shall  praidde 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  I  say, 
then,  said  Ifr.  HcK.,  it  is  the  Vice  President  to 
whom  the  powers  naturally  belonging  to  a  pre- 
iMing  officer  shall  be  aooorded.   Who  is  to  do 
the  dnty  bnt  him  t  Who  else  should  preserve 
order,  so  neowvary  to  the  effectual  performance 
of  the  duties  of  Senators  ?   It  boa  been  said 
that  be  possessed  no  inherent  power.    I  do 
not,  said  Mr.  McK.,  understand  toe  term.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  officer  of  Government 
possessed  inherent  power;  he  rather  thought 
all  powers  under  the  constitution  were  d^e- 
gated.   He  would  a^k  in  what  the  difference 
consisted  between  the  duties  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Kepresentativea  and  the  Fn«ident 
of  this  bodyl  He  did  not  see  the  great  dis- 
tinction that  had  been  tmogfaied.    Bnt  the 
great  objection  was,  that  the  Vice  Fraldent 
not  being  responsible  to  this  body,  we  cannot 
expel  him  in  caw  of  misconduct.  But  again,  I 
uk,  whose  &u)t  is  it  that  we  ore  so  restricted  f 
And  agtuQ,  I  answer,  that  of  the  i>eople  and 
the  eonstitntton.  And  are  we  to  fly  in  the  fiwe 
of  the  constitution,  and  say  tliat,  because,  the 
preading  ofBcer  is  elected  diilbrently,  we  vlll 
Bot  g^ve  Um  the  power  neoeaMijr  fx  tlM 
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proper  performance  of  his  duties?^  Order, 
must  be  preserved  by  some  one ;  and  it  is  pre- 
served by  the  Vice  President  in  the  Senate, 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution.  It  was 
surely  not  the  particular  duty  of  a  member  to 
coll  another  to  order.  He  is  the  interested 
perscm,  and  ought  to  be  free  from  all  interfer- 
ence in  the  doty.  There  should  be  an  author- 
ity above  faim  to  judge  ooolly  of  the  propriety 
of  the  prooednre.  He  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er there  was  not  a  general  rale  in  every  delib> 
erative  body  for  this  purpose  t  Where  did  the 
discretion  rest,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  preud- 
ing  <^cer  ?  The  Vice  President  is  a  member 
of  this  body ;  he  has  a  modified  iofiuence  in 
making  of  ^1  laws,  as  he  has  the  casting  vote, 
and  con  iqiprove  or  negativ'e  every  measure. 
Was  it  not  proper  that  the  power  should  l>e 
delegated  to  the  Vice  Preudent,  from  the  for^- 
eight  Senators,  to  preserve  order  ?  He  thought 
there  could  t)e  no  question  ot  the  expediency 
of  this  measure;  and  under  this  impreeutm 
was  in  &vor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TAXBwiLLsaid:  lamhqypytobearfrom 
the  Senator  ftom  Alabama,  that  he  admits  the 
right  of  Uie  Senate,  and  of  each  andevery  member 
of  this  body,  to  exercise  the  power  which  the 
amendment  proposes  to  confer  upon  the  Chair. 
The  difi'erence  of  (n>inion  botween  this  honorable 
Senator  and  mysdf^  in  rdatim  to  this  subject,  is 
then  reduced  to  a  venr  narrow  space  indeed.  He 
admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  of  its 
members ;  and  denies  Uiat  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  body  enjoys  this  right  at  present.  He 
thinks  it  expedient,  however,  that  this  officer 
should  possess  such  a  power,  because  it  is  not 
the  ^>eci8l  duty  of  any  partioolor  Senator  to 
exercise  the  right  which  confessed!/ belongs  to 
him.  And  thinking  so,  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama is  wiUing  to  grant  snoh  £  power  to  the 
Cluur,  proridea  it  is  limited  and  restricted  as 
the  ammdment  pn^KMes.  I  ooncor  hi  the 
greater  part  of  this  opinion,  although  not  for 
the  reason  asunied  by  this  honorable  Senator. 
To  me  it  has  aJways  appeared,  that  the  rights 
of  pnblio  agents  of  all  kinds,  were  bestowed 
upon  them,  not  for  their  own,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  therefore,  that  all  such  rights 
conterred,  were  in  truth  but  duties  imposed. 
Being  duties,  we  have  not  the  right  to  abandon 
their  discharge,  while  we  retun  the  station  to 
which  such  mities  attach :  but  we  are  bound  to 
meet  the  responsibility  tliey  impose,  without 
seeking  to  transfer  the  duty,  and  with  it  the 
responnbility,  to  any  other.  As,  however,  it 
is  nnqnestionably  within  the  ooropetenoy  of  the 
Senate  to  do  this  act,  and  •■  aome  trifling  con- 
venienoe  m«y  poseiwy  result  from  it,  (limited 
as  it  is  propoeed  to  make  the  power  granted,)  I 
should  nave  been  quite  indifferent  es  to  the 
fate  of  this  amendment,  hot  for  arguments  of 
a  very  different  kind  ftom  those  tirged  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  which  have  been  of- 
fered in  ite  support,  by  our  Senators,  who  have 
deolaied  their  purpose  to  vote  with  him  in  its 
flmir.  To  sow  argvnHots  X  ean  new  yield 
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jeven  the  e&sent  of  silence  ;  and  it  is  rather  to 
contest  their  correctness  and  truth,  than  to  op- 
pose the  amendment  offered,  that  I  have  risen 
to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hathb  said  there  was  but  one  question 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  involved 
principle,  or  was  in  any  degree  material,  and 
that  was,  whether  the  Vice  President  of  the 
IJnited  Statett,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  vir- 
tute  offleii,  had  any  power  in  relation  to  imes- 
tions  of  order,  except  such  as  was  oonferrea  by 
the  rules  of  this  House  f  The  constitution  de- 
clares, that  the  Vice  IVesideni  shall  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  It  makes  him  the  i»«sid- 
ing  officer  over  this  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  but  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  by 
what  rules  he  is  tu  he  governed,  the  constitu- 
tion is  silent.  The  constitution,  however,  ex- 
pressly declares  that  this  House  shall  prescribe 
*'  the  rules  of  its  own  proceeding."  And  here 
is  found  the  power,  the  only  power,  under 
which  rules  of  order  can  be  made  applicable  to 
this  House.  If  the  Vice  President  has  any 
power  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except  to  ex- 
pound and  enforce  such  rules  as  the  Senate 
may  provide,  deriving  that  power  fVom  the 
constitution,  he  most  possess  it  entirely  free 
from  our  control.  An  inherent  power  must 
make  him  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge,  with- 
out appeal,  in  all  questions  of  order.  There 
can  be  no  limitation  to  such  a  power,  but  the 
discretion  of  the  officer  who  is  to  exercise  it. 
This  construction  would  place  the  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  an  officer,  neitber  elected  by,  nor 
responsible  to  them.  My  construction  of  the 
constitution  is  very  different  from  this.  I  look 
upon  the  Vice  President,  when  taking  his  seat 
ns  President  of  the  body,  as  standing  precisely 
in  the  same  situation  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  They  are  l>oth  pre- 
siding officers,  bnt  they  must  preside  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  of  the  re^>ective  Houses. 
In  these  views,  I  understimd  every  gentieman 
who  has  spoken  on  this  subject  (except  two)  to 
concur.  The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
are  sufficiently  vindicated.  But  a  distinction 
lias  been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, (Mr,  DicKERSON.)  between  the  power  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  matters  of^ decorum 
and  in  reliition  to  the  latitude  and  freedom  of 
debate,  which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  well 
founded ;  the  former,  ho  contends,  belongs  to 
the  President  by  virtue  of  his  office,  while  the 
latter  con  only  be  derived  from  the  rules  of  the 
Senate.  The  correctness  of  this  distinction,  I 
think,  may  be  well  doubted.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Prerideut  can 
possess  any  power  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House,  which  is  not  conferred  by 
the  rules  this  House.  With  respect  to  the 
clow  of  cases  which  have  been  stated,  such  as 
a  dtstnrbauce  in  the  lobby,  or  a  fray  on  the 
floor,  and  others  of  a  similar  character,  the 
pott'er  of  the  President  to  enforce  order  is  de- 
rived from  the  rules  of  the  House.  lii  matters 
d  soeh  winm  Impcfftanee,  and  so  litUe  liable 
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to  abuse,  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  may  well  be  regarded  as  ooit- 
Btituting  its  rulesi  It  is  a  species  of  ooDunon 
law  of  all  deliberative  bodi^  that  no  violeBt 
interruption  of  their  deliberations  shonld  be 
suffered.  But  there  is  a  wide  distinctiixi  be- 
tween the  exercise  of  this  onthority,  by  vixtve 
of  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  express  or  implied,  and 
the  exercise  of  the  same  authority  by  virtue  of 
certain  inherent  powers  derived  nom  the  con- 
stitution. In  the  fonner  ease  the  Senate  wtj 
cliange  the  rule  at  pleasure :  in  the  laftn',  the 
powers  of  the  President  woiud  be  beyond  their 
control.  Believing,  from  this  view  of  the  snb- 
ject,  that  the  constitution  has  merely  des^ 
nated  the  Vice  President,  as  the  officer  wfaeb 
to  preside  over  this  House,  and  carry  into  effect 
its  "  rule  or  proceeding,"  just  as  the  Speaker  is 
to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  House  over  which 
he  is  to  preside,  it  seems  clear,  that  if  the 
President  possesses  the  power  now  in  dispute^ 
it  must  be  under  some  rale  either  express  or 
implied.  Now,  if  this  was  a  subject  on  whi<^ 
we  had  no  written  rule,  gentlemen  might  resort 
to  the  usage  of  the  House,  (if  such  had  been 
the  usage,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  the 
iact,)  in  order  to  show  that  the  President  pos- 
sessed the  power  in  question.  But,  on  this 
subject,  the  existence  of  an  express  written 
rule,  must  prevent  us  from  resorting  to  any 
other  source  for  the  powers  of  the  Preadent, 
The  mode  of  proceeding  in  case  of  a  violation 
of  order,  by  words  spoken  in  debate,  is  pre- 
scribed in  terms  that  seem  to  admit  of  no 
doubt  or  question.  The  sixth  and  seventh 
rules  declare  in  substance,  that  calls  to  order  in 
snch  c-ases  can  only  be  made  by  a  mmber. 
That  the  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  shall  take 
his  seat,  that  the  words  objected  to  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing,  in  order  to  enable  the  Pres- 
ident to  decide  whether  the  speaker  is  in  order 
or  not.  Kow,  lot  gentiemen  compare  this  rale 
with  the  corresponding  one  in  the  Hoiue  vi 
Bepresentatives.  There,  the  mlc  provides  that 
"  the  Speaker  idiall,  or  any  member  may,  call 
to  order,"  &.c.  Tliere,  the  Speaker  is  the  offi- 
cer whose  duty  it  is  to  call  to  order,  in  the  first 
instance.  Here,  the  President  is  merely  the 
judge,  or  umpire,  between  the  Senators.  The 
difference  in  our  rules  probably  arising  from 
the  difference  in  the  construction  and  chano> 
ter  of  the  two  Houses. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Tulw  of  the  Senate,  reported  frnn 
the  Select  Committee  i^pdntea  to  revise  the 
rules,  together  with  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Foot,  to  the  6th  and  7th  rules. 

Mr.  Barton  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, upon  its  own  merits,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  decision  of  the  Chur  in  the  mem- 
orable session  of  1826-*8,  which  had  been  so 
mmeeenorily  -drawn  into  this  delmte.  The 
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present  rule  (the  «th)  vesta  in  the  Presktmt  of 
the  Senate  the  arbitrsiT'  and  tyrannioal  power 
to  decide  all  qaeations  of  ofder  without  appeal, 
giviag  him  the  right,  If  he  donbts,  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,   The  ameodrnent  barely 

Sropoees  to  settle  the  disputed  power  of  the 
'hair  to  call  members  to  order  in  debate,  and 
to  restore  to  the  members  of  the  Beoate  the 
light  of  appeaL  This  smendmetit,  be  said, 
would  assimilate  the  proceedings  of  uie  Senate 
upon  matters  of  order  to  those  of  the  Iloase  of 
Representatives  of  the  Unit«d  States,  and  of 
all  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  several  States 
of  this  Unionf  by  restoring  to  the  Senate  their 
constitotionsl  power  of  determining  in  the  last 
resort  upon  aU  their  rales  of  pro<^eding,  aiid 
was  the  more  proper,  because  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Sraiate  is  not  appointed  br,  nor 
amenable  to  the  Senate,  as  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  most  l^ialadve  bodies  are. 

Ifr.  B.  said  the  argument  that  had  been 
urged  on  this  floor  by  one  of  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment,  (Mr.  Bintok,)  that  such  a 
power  in  tiie  -PresMeot  to  call  to  wder  in  de- 
bate, and  then  to  dedde  the  member  to  be  out 
of  Older,  wonld  be  mdcing  the  President  both 
accuser  and  ^adge,  had  no  weight  in  it — hor,  if 
it  had,  was  it  at  all  q>plicable  to  the  amend- 
ment before  the  SenotOw    Every  justice,  and 
every  conservator  of  the  peace,  woold  m  lia- 
ble to  the  some  objection  of  being  both  accuser 
and  Judge,  if  the  discbarge  of  an  official  duty 
were  to  plaoe  higi  in  the  invidious  character  of 
an  accuser.   There  was,  be  said,  no  similarity 
or  just  comparison  between  a  court  and  the 
presidine  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly; 
and,  if  the  objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved 
the  presiding  officers  of  almost  all  the  legisla- 
tive  bodies  la  the  Union  guilty  of  the  impro- 
priety of  acting  this  doable  character,  lie  had 
been  somewhat  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  the 
opporition  to  this  amendment  come  from  gen- 
tlemen  who  bad  heretofore  expressed  so  much 
horrw  and  fears  for  the  public  liberty,  at  the 
idea  of  clothing  a  presiding  officer  with  too 
much  power.  Yet  they  are  content  to  take  the 
rales  as  presented  by  the  Select  Committee, 
leaving  in  the  Vice  President  the  extraordina- 
ry, if  not  the  nnconstituti<mal  power  of  decid- 
ing all  questions  of  order,  even  involving  the 
great  right  of  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor, 
without  ^peoL    This  amendment,  he  said, 
would  restore  the  Senate  to  its  constitutional 
exercise  of  power  npon  the  proceedings  of  the 
hp^,  which  was  nnch  more  neorasary  now 
the  presiding  ofBoer  is  not  of  oar  own  crea- 
tion,  than  it  could  be  in  those  bodies  that  ere- 
rte  and  may  remove  their  presiding  officer, 
uould  he  abuse  his  powers.   Mr.  B.  repeated, 
that  the  scenes  of  1885-'6  had  been  drawn  into 
this  debate  most  unnecessarily  and  nncalled- 
for,  as  if  by  design  to  obtain  from  this  Senate 
*a  indirect  sanction  or  condemnation  of  tlie 
^ot^on  of  the  Chair,  made  at  that  session  upon 
tho  sdli^eet  of  its  powers  to  preserve  order  in 
wMte.    Those  soenes  ahoida  aot  hare  been. 
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intermpted  in  their  passage  to  oblivion,  nor 
onnecessarily  called  to  revive  the  feelings  of 
that  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  If,  indeed,  that  snbjoct 
had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident with  a  view  a{  obtaining  the  sense  of 
this  Senate  upon  that  decision,  he  presumed  the 
Vice  Prerident  did  not  feel  gnitenil  to  lum  fbr 
mch.  friendship.  That  was  a  decision  upon 
which  memb^  of  ttua  body  differ  widely  in 
opinion.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  our  Vice 
n-esident  had  more  magnanimity  and  candor 
than  to  make  pretence  to  Infallibill^,  and  he 
declared  himself  to  be  one  of  the  membera 
who  believed  that  decision  of  the  Chair  to  be 
erroneous.'  He  believed  the  Ch^r  possessed, 
and  ought  to  have  exercised,  the  power  of  con- 
fining members  to  or  towards  the  subject  be- 
fore the  body,  independently  of  any  of  the 
rnles  printed  in  that  blae  book,  (the  printed 
roles  of  the  Senate.) 

Mr.  Bei.i^  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  It  Is 
mode  a  qaestion  in  this  discussion,  whether  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  possesses,  by 
Tirtne  m  his  office,  the  power  of  preserring 
order  in  the  Senate  in  any  case  where  the 
Senate  have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  npon  him 
as  a  duty,  by  their  rules.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered this  as  incident  to  the  duty  of  presiding 
over  a  deliberative  body.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
sound  jnnnoiple  of  construction,  that,  where 
the  constitution  creates  an  office,  and  imposes 
upon  the  person  holding  that  office  a  specific 
duty,  tliat  It  invests  him,  by  a  necessary  impli- 
cation, with  such  power  as  will  enable  him  to 
peribrm  that  duty  in  a  usefal  and  efficient  man- 
ner. This  rule  will  be  found  to  be  invariably 
correct  in  every  case  where  it  is  not  necessarj 
to  derive  the  power  through  a- legislative  aot. 

The  constitution  creates  the  office  of  Vice 
President,  and  expressly  imposes  upon  fabn  the 
specific  duty  of  presiding  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  Senate.  That  duty  cannot  be  per- 
formed, ejther  usefully  or  efficiently,  witliout 
the  power  of  preserving  order.  The  power  to 
preserve  order  must  therefore  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  office.  The  Senate  it^lf  can- 
not divest  the  Vico  President  of  tliis  power, 
because  he  holds  it  from  the  constitution ;  but 
they  may  enlarge,  or  limit,  or  modity  iti,  be- 
cause this  power  is  expressly  vested  In  that 
body  by  the  constitntion.  "When  the  constitu- 
tion gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of 
presraing  over  the  Senate,  it  refera  him  to  the 
well-known  usage  cf  all  legidative  bodies 
the  extent  and  natnre  of  hla  powers  and  duties. 
It  was  necessary  that  he  snoold  be  invested 
with  this  power,  becanse  it  was  to  be  exercised 
from  the  first  moment  the  Senate  assembled, 
and  before  it  was  posdble  that  they  could  es- 
tablish rules  for  this  purpose.  There  could  be 
no  assignable  motive  why  the  power  so  uuivor- 
sally  held  and  exercised  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  all  other  deliberative  bodies,  should  be 
withhoMen  from  the  Vice  President,  dnce  the 
onnstitntion  gives  to  the.  Senate  the  pover  at 
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modifying  the  roles  he  shoold  adopt,  or  eetab- 
lisbing;  othen,  as  this  body  dionld  think  fit. 
The  vice  Prendont  is  required  br  the  eonstlta- 
tion  to  conform  to,  and  regnhite  his  conduct  as 
a  presiding  officer,  by  the  rules  so  amended  or 
modified.  Should  he,  from  culpable  motives, 
refase  or  neglect  to  conform  to  rules  so  estab- 
lished, he  would  be  liable  to  impeachment  and 
removal  from  office.  Every  exercise  of  tlie 
power  of  preserving  order,  however  different 
in  character,  re^ts  on  the  same  principle  for 
support.  When  the  presiding  officer  calls  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  business,  or  com- 
mands silence,  he  is  performing  an  act  of  pre- 
Bcrving  order,  equally  as  when  he  requires  a' 
member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of  decorum  in  , 
debate.  The  same  power  which  authorizes  the 
one,  onthoiizes  the  other;  any  attempt  to  dia- 
tingnisb  between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a 
colorable  foundation. 

But  should  we  believe  that  the  langnage  of 
the  constitution^  which  invests  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent with  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the 
Senate,  to  be  ambignons,  has  not  that  ambigu- 
ity been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long  since 
settled  by  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by 
the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  Senate  t 
That  coDBtrnction  of  the  constitntion  which 
gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order  in  cases  where  the  Senate  have 
not  established  any  rules,  Is  not  of  modem 
date,  nor  established  with  a  view  to  any  tem- 
ponuy  object,  but  is  as  old  as  the  constitntiou 
Itself.  It  commenced  with  the  existence  of 
this  Qovemment,  and  was  conthmed  without 
interruption  for  thirty-five  years.  Within  that 
time,  some  of  the  ablest  men  tliis  country  has 
ever  produced  have  presided  in  the  Senate. 
When  I  name  Jefferson  and  Gaillard  as  of  the 
number  of  those  presiding  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  believed  that  the  constitution  invested 
the  Vice  President  with  this  power,  no  man 
will  have  occasion  to  blush  when  he  admits 
tiiat  he  holds  the  same  opinion.  Tlicso  were 
not  of  that  class  of  men  who  are  prone  to 
claim  or  exercise  powers  whidi  do  not  legiti- 
mately belong  to  them. 

Mr.  Bow  AN  «Ud  he  thought  there  ought  to 
be  but  little  difficulty  upon  this  sul^ject.  Hap- 
pUy  for  the  people  of  this  country,  they  are 
the  legitdmate  depositary,  or  rather  proprietors 
<tf  all  the  power  which  they  had  not  specifi- 
ealOj  delegated.  As  a  man,  the  gentleman  who 
presided  m  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power 
than  any  other  of  the  millions  who  composed 
the  United  States.  Whatever  power  he  pos- 
sessed then  must  bdong,  either  to  his  office  of 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  as 
President  of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  Prerfdent, 
ho  certainly  possessed  no  power,  which  he 
could  exercise  in,  or  over  the.  Seqate.  The 
powers  which  he  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  defined,  but  irmt  powm,  hdd  hi  resorve, 
which  ooidd  not  be  exerted,  until  the  contin- 
giuicif  dionUluippai,  irhioh  akme  oooU  avalc- 
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en  and  draw  them  out  into  exercise.  The  httli 
power  which  he  oould  exerclae  in  the  Senai^ 
he  could  exert,  not  in  his  diaractcr  of  Vitt 
President  of  the  United  Btoto^  but  in  his  chnw 
octet  of  President  of  the  Senate.  His  Vin 
Presidency  of  the  United  8tct«s  made  Un 
President  of  the  Senate ;  and  being  thosnade 
President  of  that  body,  whatever  power  bi 
could  exert  then,  was  in  virtue  of  the  latter, 
not  the  former  character ;  as  President,  not  u 
Vice  President.   He  thou^t  it  a  circnnHtum 
of  great  felicitation  to  the  American  psq^ 
that  their  Government  was  not  so  <0a,  ss  t« 
furnish  a  pretext  for  the  inference  powir 
from  office.   Much  less,  to  justify  the  exodat 
of  implied  powers,  by  any  of  the  officen 
That  was  the  evil  under  whicb  the  old  Germ- 
ments  of  the  worid  groaned.  And  ahhoo^  ha 
wished  this  Government  to  be  intenniastfa; 
yet  be  did  not  wish  it  to  livo  longer  Abb  it 
could  exhibit  the  character  of  its  powsn 
And  whenever  the  Government  should  hare  to 
look  through  the  mists  of  antiquity  at  ito  Cbw- 
ter ;  or,  in  oUier  words,  whenever  its  Cb»M 
should  be  dimmed  with  age,  he  hoped  it  wodM 
be  renewed.   And  that  the  springs  and  prmd- 
ples  of  our  liberty  would  derive  increased 
from  each  renewal.  He  considered  it  matter  cf 
some  regret  that  our  habits  of  thought  led  u 
imperceptibly  to  infer  power  from  office^  n&a 
tlian  to  refer  to  our  constitution  for  the  q)ecific 
and  definite  powers  conferred  by  that  instn- 
ment  upon  the  office.  The  habit  was,  be  ssid, 
though  nnfbrtnnate,  not  nmiRtnraL    In  tbe 
country  with  which  we  w«te  (H^ginalljr  cco- 
neoted,  and  ft-om  the  dominion  of  wUdi  wc 
had  so  gloriously  csc^ed,  all  power  wss  de* 
rived  from  the  king.  He  was  the  source  ^tba 
inherent  power  of  the  Government.  And  tbe 
power  claimed  to  be  exercised  by  tbe  officcn 
of  the  Government,  was,  like  his,  eappottd  to 
be  inherent.    If  the  king  did  not  canplua, 
then  was  no  one  else  to  do  so.  The  peq^  ^ 
neither  act,  nor  part,  in  the  matter ;  with  tbem, 
it  was  matter  of  indifference,  whethw  the  <iC- 
cer  or  tlie  Icing  possessed  it,  tiiey  did  not  Ltt 
whoever  might  possess  it,  they  were  tbs  iih|> 
Jects  of,  not  the  agents  in,  its  excrdse;  b 
ilsct,  they  were  interested  in  maintaininft  n^** 
er  than  denying  the  doctrine  of  faihereot  pom^ 
in  the  ftmctionaries,  Beoanse  liuj  bad  flMn 
to  fear  from  consolidated  than  divided  pow'* 
Division  weakens  power,  as  it  does  evCTT  tMgt 
else.  And  when  power  was  clamed  bj  faspB* 
cation  as  belimging  to  an  officer,  they 
that  it  was  not  inherent  in  the  ofRetf,  it  ins 
inherent  in  the  king.   And  that  tbe  inbentn 
stock  of  the  king  would  be  weakaed 
much  as  was  inherent  in  the  oBLcet.  "fJ 
were  led  of  course  to  acquiesce  in  tbs  Awtw* 
of  inherent  power.    But  the  v«7  rerew*  ■ 
happily  the  case  with  us.   Here  the  peoi^ 
the  fountain  and  the  source  of  pov^^^ 
the  king  was  ther&  the  peofde  are  h«rs-^'|*' 
ever  power  was  Inherent  in  1dm  thcn^  i* 
inherent  in  the  pec^le— whK(«Ter  ^anf 
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longs  with  Its  to  any  office,  ia  eanally  conferred 
by   the   ccNistitntlon,  or  bj  legislative  act. 
Power  with  as,  thank  God,  and  our  Revolu- 
tionary fathers,  is  not  abased  or  magnified,  by 
either  religions  or  pohtical  superstition.   It  is 
enveloped  in  no  mystery — we  are  not,  we 
ooght  not  to  be  bewildered,  with  vagne  and 
indefinite  notions  of  inherent  officii  power. 
Our  plan  of  Government  addresses  itself  to  onr 
understanding,  not  to  our  credulity — it  invokes 
our  reason^  not  our  faith.   8ir,  said  he.  Gov- 
ernment with  OS,  is  a  simple,  rational,  common 
sense  nmtter.   While  it  continues  to  be  so,  we 
will  be  firee ;  wfaea  it  ceases  to  be  so,  oar  lib- 
erty oeasea.  iniile  we  are  Jealous,  and  watcb- 
fn],  and,  he  would  add,  disbrostfol  of  our  pub- 
lic ftinctionaries^  we  should  be  s^e.   But,  the 
moment  we  yielded  to  the  exercise  of  inherent, 
undoGoed  power,  by  our  officers,  we  were  in 
danger.    Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  case  presents  to 
Intelligent  observers  a  rare  spectade,  and  as 
honorable  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  relates,  as 
it  is  rare.     When  did  it  happen,  in  any  Gov- 
ernment before,  that  a  high  public  fnnctionary 
disclutraed  the  exercise  of  power,  which  was 
supposed  to  belong  to  his  office,  supposed  by 
even  his  enemies  to  be  iufaerent  in  his  office ! 
When  before  did  it  happen,  that  the  piersonal 
uid  political  enemies  of  im  officer  insisted  upon 
the  enlargement,  by  implication,  of  his  offidal 
power?    Sir,  ^e  case  u  nnirular  in  both  its 
features.   And,  if  the  example  of  the  present 
incumbent  shall  always  be  followed,  by  all  the 
officers  of  this  Government  the  fre^om  of  tbe 
people  will  be  eternal.    And  why  shonld  it 
not  be  followed  ?   Is  it  not,  when  closely  ex- 
amined, as  degrading  to  the  officer,  as  It  is 
injurious  to  the  public,  that  he  should  be  dis-' 
contented  with  the  power,  which  he  Inti- 
mately possesses,  and  attempt  to  exert  dubtou* 
and  andefined  powers?    Str,  if  there  be  one 
act  of  a  high  public  functionary,  which  more 
than  another  ougbt  to  exalt  him  in  the  estima- 
Uoo  of  f^men,  and  entitle  him  to  their  oonfi- 
denoe,  it  is  his  declining  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
M  or  implied  powers. 

ICr.  Whitb  was  of  (pinion  that  the  presiding 
ofBoer  had  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate.  That,  he  sud, 
was  enUrely  distinct  from  the  power  of  decid- 
ing on  common  questions  of  order.  The  ex- 
isting rules  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  W.,  do  not 
confer  this  power,  and  if  they  do  not,  the  pre- 
nding  officer  does  not  possess  it  Mr.  W.  was 
not  aware  that  any  member  bad  expressed  the 
opluion,  that  the  rules  of  the  Senate  conferred 
(m  its  President  the  power  of  calltng  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate — ^but  if  any  mem- 
ber entertains  such  an  opinion,  a  simple  recur- 
nooe  to  the  6th  and  7th  rules,  will  satisfy  him 
to  the  contrary.  What  is  the  effect  of  Uiose 
ndes?  "When  a  member  is  called  to  order, 
he  shall  take  his  seat ;  and  the  member  calling 
him  to  order  studl  reduce  the  exceptionable 
words  to  writing,  and  then  the  preei^ng  officer 
-  deddeswhetherheisinwoatfHordflr."  Now, 
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will  any  gentleman  sf^,  tiiat  the  prending  offi- 
cer oan  oall_  a  Senator  to  order,  redaoe  his 
words  to  writing,  and  then  pass  Judgment^  on 
the  very  words  taken  down  by  himself!  Ia 

not  this  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense! 
We  cannot,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  express  rules  of  the  Senate.  By 
these  it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  call 
an  offending  member  to  order,  the  words  be- 
lieved to  be  exceptionable  are  to  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  then  the  President  deddes.  This 
is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  presi^ng  offi- 
cer possesses  no  other.  If  then  this  u  the 
effect  of  the  rules  of  tbe  Senate,  it  ia  not  com- 
petent to  the  prending  officer,  to  tell  any  mera- 
iwr  in  the  course  of  debate,  that  he  is  6nt  of 
order.  All  officers  of  the  Govemmmt,  said 
Mr.  W.,  possess  powers  conferred  l^^  some  ex- 
press grant,  or  hurly  to  be  inferred  tnm.  it 
They  possess  none  other  whatever,  and  the 
assumption  of  any  power  not  expressly  grant- 
ed, will  always  be  viewed  by  the  people  with 
a  jealons  eye. 

Was  it  intended,  asked  Mr.  W.,  that  the  pre- 
siding officer  shonld  dictate  to  members  of  in- 
dependent States?  If  he  has  the  power  which 
gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is  that  very  power 
conferred  in  express  terms  on  ^e  Senate  itself 
by  the  constitn1»on!  He  asked  of  gentlemen 
to  say,  which  of  the  two  rules  ^oula  he  para- 
mount— the  one  expressly  made  Inr  the  Senate^ 
or  the  one  brought  in  by  Uie  Vice  Present 
himself.  Two  distinct  and  confficting  seta  of 
roles  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time  in 
the  same  body.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  powers 
which  belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  tmA 
those  which  belong  to  the  presiding  officer  are 
another.  The  President  of  the  Senate  is  not  to 
devise,  expound,  and  enforce  its  rules  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  according  to  his  own  mere  will 
and  pleasure — he  is  merely  the  oi^an  of  the 
body,  and  that  body  confers  Just  such  powers 
as  are  necessary  to  cany  on  its  operations  in 
the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  public  good, 
and  no  more.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  Uia 
Senate  according  to  the  oonstitntitm,  to  malce^ 
or  devise  the  rules,  and  to  the  prending  officer 
to  expound  and  give  {hem  effect.  All  mnst 
admit  the  Senate  is  vested  with  the  power  to 
establish  the  rules  by  express  grsnt;  now,  if  it 
be  true  that  the  PrMident,  rirtuU  officii  or  in- 
herently possesses  the  same  power,  how  diall 
we  get  alone,  if  tbe  Senate  establishes  one  set 
of  rules,  and  the  President  another,  loconEdst- 
ent  with  them?  Which  shall  be  enforced? 
The  doctrine  that  powers  had  been  conferred 
by  usage  and  length  of  time,  he  protested 
against  Would  gentlemen  point  out  where 
those  who  had  exercised  such  powers  obtained 
them?  To  tell  him  that  distinguished  men  had 
inerided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body, 
was  to  ten  him  what  every  person  knew— bnt 
because  a  donbtfhl  power  had  been  exercised 
by  distingnidied  men,  did  that  sanction  the 
usurpation!  The  gmtleman  fran  South  Oiro- 
Una  (Ur.  Sunn)  tells  wttf  lus  having  htm 
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oalled  to  order  compelled  to  sit  down,  and  re- 
vised an  appem — but,  sir,  said  Hr.  W.,  the  gen- 
tleman WDO  called  him  to  order  was  not  the 
Vice  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States — ^he  waa  a 
member  of  this  body,  put  into  that  office  by 
onrselre%  and  amenable  to  onr  authority.  The 
gentleman  being  able  to  specify  only  one  case, 
and  in  that  one,  the  qiu»tion  of  power  not 
xdsed  or  considered.  Ur.  W.  coold  not  deem  it 
m  precedent  of  any  importance.  But,  sir,  siud 
he^  if  precedent  were  filed  npon  precedent,  I 
never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  such  power 
to  be  correct — I  should  be  just  as  ready  to  vote 
^runst  his  being  ^ssessed  of  this  power  of 
silencing  a  Senator  in  the  midst  of  debate,  then 
as  now.  Hr.  W.  denied  then  that  the  presid- 
ing officer  has  any  powers  except  such  as  are 
expressly  conferred  on  him  by  the  constitution 
or  by  the  Senate,  and  concluded  by  observing 
that  the  time  might  arrive  when  the  individuu 
presiding  over  the  Senate  may  think  he  can 
devise  better  rales,  by  virtue  of  snne  implied 
or  inherent  power,  than  tliose  framed  1^  the 
Senate,  and  thns  uie  jaoet  pemidooe  resnlts 
might  ensue. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  South  Carolina  sud,  if,  in  dis- 
onssiug  this  rule  before  tJie  Senate,  references 
to  past  occurrences  had  been  made,  it  could 
not  be  impntod  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
those  who  had  invoked  its  diecmsion.  The 
committee  had  reported  their  amendments  of 
tiie  rules,  which  were  acted  npon  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  uie  sixth  and  seventh  rules  bad  passed 
tub  ntmtiOj  and  would  have  been  pennitted  to 
rest  as  th^  were,  had  not  the  gentleman  from 
Yimnia  Qb.  Tazsvbll)  oallea  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  back  to  them,  by  aUoding  to  the 
deoisioa  which  had  been  made  in  1^6,  upon 
the  oonatmoUon  of  these  rules. 

He  was  aware  that  very  opposite  opinions 
bad  been  entertained  in  the  Senate  when  the 
question  arose  in  1626;  but  what  that  diversity 

opinion  was,  or  how  it  was  settled,  be  knew 
not  He  had  not  pemutted  Iilmself  even  to 
inquire  either  for  the  one  or  the  other.  He 
knew  much  had  been  said  in  the  public  prints, 
and  the  public  mind  had  been  agitated,  in  no 
email  degree,  by  it.  Ajid  to  avoid  a  recurrence 
of  so  unpleasuit  a  nature  in  future,  since  the 
subject  had  been  introdnced,  he  certainly 
tiiougbt  it  by  all  means  advisable  Uiat  it  should 
now  be  acted  npon ;  and  let  the  rul«  for  the 
maintenaaoe  of  good  order  and  decorum  in  the 
Senate  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  possible,  inde- 
pendent of  that  ooortesy  which  had  heretofore 
K)  highly  disdngnished  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  i^tation  had 
existed  on  fSormer  occasions,  and  these  were 
not  the  halcyon  days  that  seemed  to  invite  to 
r^Kwe.  And  whatever  gentlemen  might  think 
upon  the  rule  as  it  now  stood,  be  oomd  see  no 
possible  objection  to  making  it  explicit.  It 
could  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  courtesy,  and 
might  promote  it.  At  present,  they  were 
oaleulated  to  produce  that  effect,  as  great  difier- 
«iioe<rif  o^num  eziated  v^gou  th^  tmo  oonp 


struction.  That  there  was  a  power  to  preaem 
order,  was  admitted  on  all  hands ;  bnt  in  when 
that  power  was  vested  created  the  doubt  aai 
pirodnced  the  ailment.  Some  were  of  imin- 
lon  that  it  was  vested  in  the  Chair,  wiub 
others  strennously  contended  that  H  beioued 
only  to  the  Benaton,  individnaDy  and  oo£d- 
tively.  It  was  mrdj  tame  to  pnt  the  matter 
to  rest,  and  let  the  Senate  know,  distinedy, 
where  the  power  was  located. 

For  his  own  part,  he  never  had  a  donbt  but 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  luul  the  r^it 
to  call  to  order.  The  very  nature  ot  his  oflM 
implies  that  power.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  relied  npon  coustmctiTe  powers  where 
they  were  not  expressly  given,  bnt  in  this  eais 
he  had  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Senate^ 
from  its  commencement  in  1789,  vp  to  the  ecs- 
sion  of  1825,  a  term  of  86  years,  to  sanctioo 
this  opinion.  He  recollected  very  well  that  he 
had  hunself  been  called  to  order  iqr  the  Fre^ 
dent  of  the  Senate,  more  than  once.  On  oh 
occasion,  a  gmtlem^  in  the  dtair,  (Hr.  Ganr 
LABD,)  for  whose  memory  he  entertained  tba 
most  profound  respect,  had  caDed  him  to  order 
for  words  spokm  in  debate,  when  he,  lb*.  8. 
himself,  conceived  he  was  correct,  whidi  in- 
duced him  to  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  was 
again  told  by  the  Chair  there  was  no  tupped 
from  his  decitdon;  and  the  S«iate  Boppottei 
the  Chdr. 

_  Gentlemen  had  contended  that  this  power 
did  not,  nor  ought,  to  belong  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate.  They  looked  upon  the  princii^e 
OS  monstrous,  and  as  threatening  Ibtare  conse- 
quences of  a  most  serious  nature.  Others  dep- 
recated the  idea  of  placing  the  power  of  gor- 
eming  forfy-eight  Senattn^,  and  checking  tlie 
freedom  of  speech,  in  the  hands  an  individod, 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate ;  aad 
who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  oontrol  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  destrao- 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Hr.  S.  sud  we  must  take  things  as  thCT 
were,  enA  not  as  they  possibly  might  be.  It 
was  fair  to  suppose  the  people  of  the  United 
States  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in  that  chair. 
If  they  should,  the  Senate  had  the  constitntion- 
al  means  of  controlling  him.   This  they  could 
do  in  an  instant,  by  giving  an  iq)peal  from  his 
decidon  to  the  Senate ;  and  his  tyranny  would 
be  at  an  end.  That  the  Freadent  was  not  a 
Senator  was  no  argument  i^iainst  his  having 
this  power.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  abuse  of  this  power  may  be  as  ^eit 
when  trusted  to  a  Senator  qs  it  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  President   And,  as  we  have 
entered  upon  the  wide  field  of  supposition,  let 
us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  the  President  of  the 
Senate  this  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  exer- 
cise the  power,  if  he  had  it  of  calling  a  mem- 
ber to  order,  that  he  might  silence  him  in  de- 
bate.   Could  he  not  do  it  with  a  much  betttf 
grace,  as  the  rule  now  stands,  of  which  gentle- 
men seem  not  to  oomplun,  by  a  coUtiaion  with 
a  member,  to  oall  to  ordw  sndi  other  nmnbor 
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as  he  might  wish  to  silence,  and  then  inteipose 
the  power,  -which  all  agree  he  poasesees,  of  de- 
claring him  oDt  of  ordtir,  from  which  uiere  ia 
no  appeal,  and  silence  htm  at  once  I  Any  man 
dlq>osed  to  play  the  tyrant  in  that  chair,  would 
much  rather  divide  Uie  respenubility  in  that 
way,  with  a  member,  as  he  can  now  do  as  the 
rule  stands,  than  take  it  apoa  himself  alone. 

Mr.  Kajtb  siud  he  would  in  a  few  words  ex- 
press his  opinion  npoa  this  subject.  He  agreed 
that  the  true  qnesaon  was— ma  the  President 
<rf^thia  body  the  t^t  to  call  a  Senator  to  order 
for  words  spol»Q  m  debate  I  He  did  not  agree 
with  those  gontlonen  who  thoa^t  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order, 
in  any  case,  by  virtae  of  his  ofiBce.  He  would 
oease  to  bo  the  President  of  a  deliberative  body 
could  he  not  preserve  that  order  which  was  so 
essential  to  preserve  deliberation.  He  can  sup- 
press noise  and  disturbances,  because  the  func- 
tions of  his  office  cannot  be  exercised  without 
it.  Words  spoken  in  debate,  per  u,  cannot  be 
considered  disorderly. 

The  President  cannot  declare  them  out  of 
wder  without  the  right  of  interfering  with, 
and  la  some  degree  controlling  our  delibera- 
tions. The  distinction  was  thia:  The  Presi- 
dent may  preside  over,  bnt  not  interfere  with 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power 
as  the  latter  would  be  mcompatible  with  the 
organic  principles  of  tiie  body.  If  the  Presi- 
dent may  designate  what  particular  words  are 
in  or  out  of  order,  the  disoussiona  here  will 
not  be  free.  The  States  are  no  longer  repre- 
sented in  their  sovereign  character.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  no  apprehensions  are  to  be  enter- 
tained on  this  aoconnt  of  any  abnse  of  such 
power,  should  it  be  conferred,  bat  upon  the 
principle  of  the  qnestion  he  had  made  his  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  WoonBtTBT,  of  "S.  H.,  observed,  that  the 
ooorse  of  remarks  on  this  subject,  by  the  gen- 
tlenmn  from  Maryland,  had  imposed  a  duty 
on  all  who  mlf^t  vote  for  tiie  amendment  for 
reastnu  different  from  his,  to  explain  their 
Tiewa  or  consent  to  be  misunderstood  or  mis- 
represented.  The  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.,  in 
its  operation  has  not  been  distinctly  appre- 
hended ;  else  probably  less  diverai^  of  opinion 
would  exist  as  to  its  adoption.   It,  in  truth, 
will  work  two  separate  and  independent  ef- 
fects.  One  will  be,  to  confer  on  uie  Ohur  a 
new  power,  the  other  to  place  a  new  limit  or 
restriction  on  all  its  power.   One  is  produced 
by  living  the  authority  to  call  to  order  for 
w(H^  spoken  in  debate ;  the  other,  by  giving 
an  appeal,  from  that  call  to  wder,  and  front  aU 
det^mnu  of  every  kind,  to  the  members  of  the 
Benate.  As  a  inoid  to  restricted  power  hi  all 
pohUo  offioera,  and  to  jealooq^  of  its  exercise^ 
ne  should  certiunly  vote  for  the  anpeal ;  and  as 
the  right  to  call  to  order  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Chair,  was  of  so  Uttle  oonseqnenee, 
when  subjected  to  an  aweal,  he  shonld  also 
ToteCarth^  if  he  oonld  notTotefiv  the 
pedaeparstdy.  ETeiygeiitleiiua  will  sm  that 


this  grant  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more, 
who  in  addition  to  the  present  forty-seven,  may 
call  to  order  in  the  first  Instance,  for  words 
spoken,  is  not  likely  to  produce  either  much 
good  or  hurt,  if  controlled  by  that  forty- 
seven  on  an  appeal  from  the  Chdr.  So 
that  the  whole  contest,  worth  a  momenVs 
consideration,  was  that  part  tjS  the  amendment, 
sul^ecting  all  calls  to  order  by  the  Chair  to  the 
reviuon  of  the  Senate.  This  was  endrdy  a 
new  proviuon.  It  had  not  been  form^y  intro- 
duced fw  the  very  plain  reasm,  that  bo  power 
to  call  to  order  in  this  ease  had  erar  been  con* 
ferred  on  the  Chdr  the  rules  of  thia  body. 
If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  other  Honse, 
ex|»e8Bly — then,  undoubtedly,  as  there,  It  woaU 
here  have  been  subjected  to  an  appeal.  To 
suppose  that  the  Senate  would  confer  such  an 
essential  and  contrcdling  power  over  the  delib- 
erations without  any  rMtrictions,  when  the 
other  Honse  had  imposed  implicit  restriction, 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Sei^te  less  vif^lant 
and  more  servile  and  slavish  to  their  preuding 
officer  than  any  other  legislative  body  in  any 
free  Government  The  other  Honse  acting 
under  the  same  clause  in  the  oonstUntitm  would 
limit  the  power,  thoo^  tiie  Speaker  is  qfpoinU 
ed  by  themselves — is  one  <rf  their  own  number 
and  daUy  amenable  to  thw  aatliority :  and  yet 
the  Senate  would  not  limit  the  power,  when 
their  presi^ng  officer  was  not  appointed  by 
themselves ;  was  not  elected  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  was  not  amenable  to  their  pleasure  for 
any  supposed  ne^eot  of  duty.  To  aigue,  there- 
fore, that  the  vice  President  has  heretofore, 
by  our  rules,  had  this  power  to  call  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  without  any  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate,  is  to  aver,  that  those  who 
made  these  rules,  were  most  regardless  of  thor 
safety,  as  compared  with  the  other  House,  or 
were  "ineffably  stapid."  The  words  of  the 
rules  exempt  from  ttiis  repoach,  most  clearly, 
our  fathers,  who  cautiously  formed  them.  The 
dxth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  any 
way  conaistent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the 
Vice  President  is  any  thing  bnt  an  umpire  in 
all  calls  to  order  for  words  spoken.  In  both 
of  them,  ho  is  expressly  authorized  to  render 
judgment  after  the  call ;  whereas,  if  he  himself 
made  the  call,  be  would  render  judgment  be- 
fore he  made  the  call.  He  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tieman  fh>m  Maryland,  as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as 
a  politician,  to  say,  if  the  words  of  the  roles 
admitted  of  any  other  constmction,  and  that 
their  spirit  woi^  admib  of  no  other,  since  no 
appeal  was  provided  for  from  the  decision  of 
the  Vice  Preddoit,  no  man  of  independent 
feeling  and  of  doe  reqieet  to  Ihoee  who  made 
the  r^ioL  could  few  a  moment  believe. 

I  diall  vote  then  for  the  last  part  of  the 
amendment,  if  the  first  part  be  adopted ;  be- 
cause the  fir^  part  confers  a  new  power,  never 
befiwe  conferred  by  our  rules.  I  should  vote 
for  it  also  if  the  first  part  be  not  adopted,  as  it 
is  a  wdntary  restrdnt  on  the  old  powers  con- 
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But  I  am  utterly  astonished,  that  gentlemen 
can  Bopfwrt  this  branch  of  the  amendment,  and 
still  ai^e,  that  the  Vice  Prendent  has  a  power 
to  call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  in- 
dependent of  any  mles  made  by  this  body. 
This  has  truly  been  pronounced  a  doctrine  most 
dangerous  and  alarming.  Where  does  he  ob- 
tain itt  From  the  constitution  t  But  that 
confers  upon  the  Senate,  and  not  t^eir  presiding 
ofBcer,  the  ri^t  to  make  rnlea.  He  can  only 
preude,  vr  administer  rnlea  already  mode.  Tbe 
enneas  srant  to  them  of  this  lidit  to  make 
rates,  exSndes  his  r^t  to  make  tiiem ;  and  if 
he  cannot  make  one  by  tbe  otmstitntion,  it  is, 
on  this  same  principle,  an  usurpation,  if  he  un- 
dertaJce  to  make  one  by  the  Ux  pa/rUamentaria, 
or  virUite  offieii,  or  in  any  other  way  not  antbor- 
ised  and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  to  whomvalone 
constitutionally  la  delegated  this  important  trust. 
But  a  eangle  and  decinve  answer  to  all  cliUm  of 
an  implied  or  inherent  power  in  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  make  and  enforce  this  rule,  without  an 
express  grant  of  the  Senate^  to  call  a  member 
to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  is,  that 
If  he  possess  tiiis  power,  he  cannot  rightiy  sub- 
ject it  to  an  appeal  If  he  possess  It  m  any 
way,  I  oare  not  what,  indepnident  of  an  ex- 
mas  rule  made  by  Qs — ^we  can  nrither  divest 
Lim  of  it  nor  in  any  manner  restrict  it.  It  be- 
comes an  moroachroent  and  usurpation  by  na  to 
attconpt  to  subject  it  to  an  appeal.  He  can,  and 
ought  to  put  our  appeal  to  defiance.  He  is  not 
respondbw  to  us  for  tiie  exercise  oS  powers  not 
conferred  by  us ;  but  reqKmdUe  to  the  people 
alone. 

Mr.  Bkbbisit  said  that  he  had  framed  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  which 
he  wonld  now  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  He  conndered  tbe  power  of  calling  to 
order  in  other  oases  than  in  debate,  a  well-set- 
tled ministerial  power,  which  could  «rist  In  no 
other  huids  than  those  of  the  Vice  Prerident— 
beeaose  the  attention  of  the  members  is  not 
supposed  to  be  upon  the  proceedings  in  such 
eases.  But  in  the  debate,  tbe  attention  of 
every  member  wonld  be  wide  awake;  they 
would  be  the  most  interested  in  checking  dis- 
orderly language ;  and,  therefore,  a  delegation 
of  power  to  to  order  in  such  cases  wonld 
imply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Senators 
themselves.  Tbe  general  disposition  of  the 
Senate  to  preserve  decorum  seemed  to  make 
sach  a  delegation  of  power  unnecessary.  He 
was,  thus,  disposed  to  confirm  to  the  presiding 
officer  the  right  of  o^ing  to  order  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases ;  and  to  retun  to  the  members  of 
tiiis  body  the  right  of  oallhtg  to  order  during 
debate ;  imposing  upon  the  Preddent  the  duty 
of  determinmg  whether  the  call  should  be  sus- 
tained or  not,  with  a  i^t  of  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate in  difficult  oases. 


WionanAT,  February  18. 
The  Senate  reeomed  the  conddention  of  the 


report  of  the  Select  Oommittee  on  the  rales  cf 
the  Senate;  the  motion  <rf  lb.  Foot  stiU  pmd- 
ing— 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  stud  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  which  conferred  the 
power  of  preserving  order  on  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Hoose,  Ijecuise  he  believed  order  essen- 
tial to  a  deliberative  assembly ;  and,  as  tbe  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  had  been  declinedf  it  be- 
came neoefiary  to  Invest  the  Chair  with  a 
power  without  which  lus  dntiea  nnder  the  eoB> 
stitotiim  oonld  not  be  perfixined,  nov  the  ovdcr 
of  the  Senate  preserred.  The  power  mvat  be 
vested  somewhere.   It  pwtained,  he  thoi^^ 
of  right,  to  the  presiding  officer.    It  was  a 
power  usually  exercised  by  those  who  ]»^e9)ded 
over  the  deliberations  <^  public  bodies,  and  it 
could  not  be  exercised  with  effect  by  any  other. 
It  was  clear,  from  experience,  tiiat  tbe  power 
of  calling  to  order  would  not,  in  extraordinary 
cases,  be  exercised  by  members.   The  persoK 
entitied  to  the  protection  of  the  Houses  who 
was  the  object  of  personal  animadveirion, 
would  not  claim  tiie  interference  of  the  Hooee, 
becsuae  he  is  on  tbe  flow  to  defend  bimsell 
His  friends  wiU  not,  because  sedng  the  injuiy 
already  inflicted,  th^  will  ndbr  the  right  or 
repelling  the  attack.  The  friends  of  tbe  amil- 
ant  will  not,  seeing  the  party  is  present  either 
to  stop  it  by  appealing  to  the  Ohair,  or  hx  eX' 
ereising  Uie  right  of  self  defence.   The  party 
excited  by  the  sense  of  tiie  injury,  assails  hb 
adversary  in  retnm,  retorts,  criminates,  and 
insults.    The  party  rejoins,  and  a  scene  dis- 
graceful to  the  actors,  to  the  Senate,  and  to 
the  country,  ensues.   Whero  can  it  end,  but  in 
blows  on  the  fioor,  or  in  an  appeal  to  tbe 
field  of  honor !   It  being  considered  the  dn^ 
of  all  to  call  to  order,  it  Is  the  particular  duty 
of  no  one — and  no  one  will  take  upon  himself 
to  do  what  equally  belongs  to  every  otho- 
member  to  do:  ue  interpontion  would  be 
deemed  at  least  offidous,  and  perhaps  by  botii 
parties ;  and  what  becomes  of  the  bonueeSftiba 
order,  peace,  and  dignity  of  the  Senate  V 
if  the  power  is  conferred  on  the  Chair,  it  be- 
comes his  peculiar  duty,  under  his  rei^MiDdlA- 
ity,  to  exercise  it  promptiy  and  firmly.    In  tbe 
Senate,  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  reiponsi- 
bility  lost  by  difibsion:  it  becmnee  a  mere 
ri^t,  without  imposing  any  obligation  or  duty, 
and  there  will  be  no  remedy  for  tbe  conftidon 
and  disorder  which  persoiul  qnarcds  maj  in- 
troduce into  this  pla<». 

This  much  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  conferring  the  power.  But  the 
power  to  premde  over  the  body  is  derived  fhm 
the  constitotion.  Tbe  power  of  presSdiog  pi*> 
supposes  oertiun  duties  inherent  to  the  officer, 
and  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  confer  the  ri^t. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  sit  ia 
the  Senate ;  to  superintend  its  proceedings ;  to 
preside  over  its  deliberationa ;  to  pnt  alfqnes- 
tioDB ;  to  administw  oaths ;  to  Judge  <h  tb* 
vi<dati(His<tf  the  rules,  and  to  enforce  them,  and 
to  do  evei7  other  thing  which  belongs  to  the 
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office.  The  Senate  have  the  right  to  prescribe 
rules;  but  ho  is  the  Executive  officer  here. 
He  baa  a  general  duty  of  presiding  over  the 
body  aocordtng  to  the  custom  of  such  bodies. 
The  Senate  may  prescribe  rules  to  extend^  or 
.limit,  or  explain  his  general  duties. 

The  right  to  perform  the  duties  which  belong 
to  the  olfice,  is  a  right  inherent  in  the  officer 
not  expressed  in  woras,  nor  are  tiie  daUes  tus- 
ee^bb  of  ennmeratifm.  .  Hut  without  vhioh 
tiie  office  cannot  be  is  an  essential  part  of  its 
natore,  and  is  inherent  in  the  thi^,  as  the 
quality-  is  inherent  in  mattor.    The  right  to 

E reside  is  expressly  conferred  by  the  office; 
nt  the  right  to  enter  the  Senate,  and  to  be  pres- 
ent at  its  delitwrations,  whioh  cannot  be  ques- 
tionedf  is  inherent,  not  expressed :  it  is  implied, 
becaose  it  is  essential  to  uie  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  without  which  the  of- 
fice could  not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when 
there,  what  pertains  to  bis  office,  is  also  inher- 
ent, and  ttiere  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  ri^t  to 
do  the  duties  that  belong  to  the  office.  What 
those  doties  are,  must  be  derived  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  office,  and  the  general  understand- 
ing and  osage. 

The  constitation  creates  the  Vice  FMsident, 
ez-offi(^o^  "President  of  the  Senate."  The 
right  and  duty  of  presiding  in  that  body  is  in- 
ferred from  the  words  which  create  that  office. 
The  act  of  prending  over  a  body  whose  duty 
it  is  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and  to  decide  on 
questions  of  ^eatest  interest,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial,  requires  that  the  body 
Aould  be  kept  free  from  intermption,  con- 
fusion, and  duorder.  It  requires  that  order,  in 
its  strict  parliamentary  sense,  should  1>e  mtun- 
tained.  It  is  the  right  of  protecting  and  pre- 
serving the  body  itself.  It  is  a  right  without 
which  the  regular  action  of  the  bo^  could  not 
be  carried  on.  To  whom  does  tiiU  duty  be- 
kmgt  to  the  prending  officer,  wthe  colleotiTe 
body,  or  the  mamberst  Vhat  was  in  oontem- 

rtum  of  those  who  created  the  office  9  What 
the  general  acc^tationl  What  is  the 
dnty  of  M  those  who,  under  whatever  name, 
are  called  to  preside  over  public  bodies  I  Or- 
der is  the  first  law  of  every  body,  aad  he  who 
proves  must  preserve  it :  snob  is  the  universal 
understanding  and  usage  with  re^nrd  to  it. 

The  constitution  has  provide  that,  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  tried 
on  impeachment  liefore  the  Senate,  the  Chief 
Justice  shall  preside.  What  rights  and  duties 
does  this  impose  ?  Certainly  it  constitutes  him 
the  head  of  the  conrt,  tiiongh  not  a  member. 
He  presides  over  the  Senate,  ctm^iots  the 
trial,  preserves  Mder,  and  does  all  other  acts 
necMMiY  to  fulfil  the  duty.  On  the  trial  of  a 
judge,  that  office  would  ^vi^ve  on  the  Pren- 
ieat  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  like  manner,  would 
otmdnet  tiie  trial,  preserve  order,  interrogate 
vitaKSses,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  and 
do  all  other  acta  pertamiog  to  the  presiding 
«er  of  tiie  House,  of  which  the  trial  of  Jodge 
Ohase  fliiniihes  an  exanqdsu  In  like  manner. 


the  President  of  the  Senate  mast  preside  in 
all  legislative  proceedings.  There  Is  equal  au- 
thority and  necessity  for  both ;  and  no  sensible 
distinction  can  be  token.  In  both  cases  it  im- 
plies the  same  duties.  The  Chief  Justice 
would,  under  the  right  to  "  preside,"  exercise 
the  power  of  preserving  order,  by  a  right  uni- 
versally conoeded  as  iDdispensable  to  ms  duty, 
not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  ixde,  but  as  a  necessary  incident.  The 
Freddent  of  the  Senate,  in  rimilar  cirounir 
stances,  would  have  the  right  to  exerdse  the 
same  privileges ;  and  the  right  to  preside  In  sU 
other  cases  implies  the  use  of  the  same  means; 
and  such  has  been  the  nnifonn  practice  In  the 
Senate  from  the  beginning— a  power  never 
doubted  by  the  presiding  officer — never  qnes- 
tiftied  by  the  Senate.  The  Senate  cannot  be 
organized,  or  hold  its  sessions,  until  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  some  one  in 
bis  place.  He  administers  the  oath  to  the 
other  members;  he  puts  all  questions;  but 
there  is  no  law  or  rule  of  the  Senate  for  this. 
It  is  purely  by  virtue  of  bis  office,  call  that 
power  what  you  will. 

Mr.  Ttlxr  said  he  would  fain  beUeve  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  conld  exist  on  the  qnes- 
tion,-  when  fturly  sbded.  Had  the  Vice 
dent  a  right  to  originate  rules,  by  which  we 
are  to  be  implicitly  bound  ?  The  answer  to 
the  ailment  of  the  Senator  fhnn  Lonisiana, 
on  the  powers  inherent  in  the  office  of  the 
Chair,  is,  that  the  power  of  the  Chair  is  con- 
fined to  the  construction  of  rules,  while  tlieir 
origin  is  with  this  body  alone.  Who  questions 
the  power  of  a  ooort  to  construe  the  laws! 
Who  believes  that  a  court  can  make  lawsf 
How  many  swords  would  be  nnsheatiied,  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  were  to  under- 
take to  make  laws?  The  powers  of  the  Chair 
are  limited  to  the  construction  <tf  the  rules ; 
and  that  power  nobody  denies. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  power  claimed  was  des- 
potic, and  if  exerted,  would  be  destmctive  of 
the  object  for  which  the  Smate  Is  constituted. 
Who  doubts  that  the  Senate  has  plenary  power 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  its  institution.  ^ 
the  Chtdr  has  a  right  to  frame  rules  of  proceed- 
ing, the  Senate  has  not  The  right  must  be 
complete  either  in  him  or  in  us.  If  in  both, 
we  should  be  brought  into  continual  collision. 
Here  Mr.  T.  defined  the  powers  of  the  Chair  to 
be  ministerial,  and  properly  exercised  imder  the 
rules  originating  from  the  Senate— and  he  con- 
tended, at  great  length,  that  no  other  power 
was  or  could  be  mven  to  the  Chair,  by  impli- 
cation, or  hy  the  Zm  parliamentaria, 

ICr.  T,  1^  Tindicated  the  dedsicoi  <^  the 
Vice  President,  who^  he  said,  was  debarred 
by  his  station  ttam  self  defence.  The  high 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  accused  was  his 
declining  to  exercise  a  power,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  belong  to  him.  If  actual  im- 
proprieties were  indulged  in,  why  was  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Senator  ftom  Louinana,  as  well 
as  tlieOhair,tointeiferel  Why  did  the  Sea- 
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ttor  remain  silent,  and  throw  the  responsibil- 
ity on  the  Chair  T  Be  announced  his  constrae- 
tion  of  the  rules,  and  the  Senate  aeqmesced. 
Ur.  T.  beliered  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  correct.  It  belonged  to  this  body  to  oh0- 
Bate  mlet;  to  the  Cbatr  to  enforce  uiem. 

Hr.  Wnm  moved  to  dirlde  the  amendment, 
to  as  first  to  decide  the  question  of  conferrii^ 
the  right  on  the  Frewdent,  and  then  «i  the 
peal  irf  the  Senate. 

The  dinrion  harlng  been  agreed  to,  the  qnea- 
ti<«  npon  the  first  portion  <»  the  amendmrat 
vas  deddedinthe  amnnative,  bjthefoUowuig 
Tote: 

TKAB^MeMrt.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bsteman,  Bell, 
Benton,  Bonligny,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Cbaae, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Johnston  of  Louisiaua,  Knight,  UcKinler,  MariB, 
Noble,  Parria,  KobMns,  Boggles,  Sanfind,  Seymour, 
BUsbee,  Smith  of  Booth  CSfoIba,  Thonaa,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren-WiDey— 81. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Macon,  Udgely, 
Bowan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Taiew^  White,  wO* 
SamSfWoodboiy — 16. 

The  question  on  the  leeond  portion  of  the 
amendment  then  occnrring,  and  Mr.  Foot  hav- 
tng  called  the  yeas  and  naji,  It  was  adcptad  by 
the  following  Tote : 

Ttis.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bouli^y,  Charabera,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Johnston 
of  Lomdana,  Kane,  King,  Kidght,  UcKinky, 
KcLane,  Maifcs,  Noble,  Parrii,  Ridgdy,  Bobbins, 
Bowan,  Boggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  SIsbee,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Taiewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van 
Baren,  White,  Wnier,  WUliams,  Woodbury— 44. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Macon,  Smith  of  Maryland— 2. 

So  the  amendment  of  Kr.  Foot,  to  the  6th 
rale,  was  agreed  to. 

The  ViOB  PBBBipBKT  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  took  this  opportanity  to  express  his  en- 
tire satisfaction  wi^  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment giving  to  Senators  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  tiie  Chair,  as  it  was  not 
only  aooording  to  strict  prindple,  bnt  wonld 
relieve  the  C£ur  tnm  a  most  delioate  dnty. 
As  to  the  poww  conferred  upon  the  Ohair,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  speak ;  rat  he  assnred  the 
Senate  that  be  shooM  alwurs  endeavor  to  ex- 
orcise it  with  strict  impartiality. 

Hr.  Foot  then  moved  to  amend  the  7th  nde 
by  inserting,  after  the  words  '*  called  to  order,*^ 
the  words  "  by  a  Senator,"  making  it  reqaisite 
to  write  down  the  ofilanding  words  atterea  by  a 
member,  only  when  a  Senator  shonld  have  call- 
ed him  to  order ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hacom  asked  whether  a  vote  should  not 
be  taken  on  the  two  amendmmts. 

The  Chair  answered  that  the  division  of  the 
amendment  precloded  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 

TinsDAT,  Febraai7  19. 
Judicial  Proeam. 
The  btU  to  establish  process  fai  the  States  ad- 


mitted  into  the  Unkm  HBoe  the  year  1789,  waa 
taken  np. 

Hr.  WaBsns  entered  into  a  view  of  the  oa- 
tensible  o^ects  and  nitimate  effects  of  the  biD 
undOT  oouNderatiou,  and  argoed  that  Un  CdT' 
mer  were  not  adhered  to,  while  the  latter 
would  be  disastroos  and  ineonvenSent  in  the 
«rtrerae.  He  rq>lied  in  detul  to  tbe  arn* 
ments  of  l^ssn.  Tazxwku.  and  Bowas,  &- 
coaring  the  siniifieatiMi  given  by  the  proeeae 
acts  of  '89  and  *9S  to  tbe  term  civil  law,  by 
which  equity  prooese  was  to  be  regulated,  and 
opposing  the  idea  that  the  common  law  was 
alluded  to  by  the  terms  ot^toee  acts.  He  con- 
sidered that  if  the  bin  passed  in  its  present 
shape  it  wonld  destroy  all  equity  mocccs  in 
many  of  tbe  dd  States.  He  was  perfectly  will- 
ing that  the  advantages  a^ed  for  hj  the  new 
States  ^ould  be  acceded  to  them,  but  felt  it 
his  dntr  to  oppose  a  bill  whkth  threatened 
eo  mndi  evil  to  the  oldw  membera  of  tbo 
lTnh». 

Mr.  Yas  Bukxx  was  for  reoonsideratioii,  re- 
marking that  the  biD,  in  its  present  fimn,  was 
allowed  to  progress  merely  through  an  over- 
sifdit  of  the  Senate. 

Mi.  Bowak  said,  that,  in  order  to  correct 
some  matters  of  &ct  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  consult  certain  docu- 
ment*. He  therefore  voted  to  li^  tbe  bill  on 
tbe  table :  which  was  agreed  to. 


TmnBDAT,  FebmarySl. 
JudieidlJProem. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Row  as,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  18th  instant,  to  reconsider 
the  Toto  on  tbe  reconsideration  of  that  of  the 
14th  instant,  on  engrossing  tbe  bill  for  regulating 
procesa  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Statea,  in 
states  admitted  into  the  Union  nnce  1789. 

Hr.  Rowan  s^d  that  be  should  have  beca 
contented  to  take  the  vote  when  this  question 
was  under  discussion  on  tfaeday  before  yeeterdi^, 
hut  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Wkbsteb)  had  referred  to  the  procesa  taws  of 
Kentucky,  in  connection  with  the  rules  of  the 
Federal  Court,  in  snch  a  manner  as  rendered  it 
necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  special  re^ 
erence  to  those  rules.  The  gentleman  had, 
moreover,  misstated  the  execution  laws  of  that 
State,  To  have  it  in  bis  power  to  correct  tbe 
misstatement  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  prodoos 
the  roles  of  Court,  be  bad  requested  toe  post- 
ponement. 

The  gentleman  bad  stated  that  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  would  not  permit  an  aecutim  to  be 
taken  out  by  a  creditor  upon  his  judgment,  un- 
less he  wonld  endorse,  tbat  nncurrent  or  un- 
available bank  notes  would  be  taken  in  dis- 
charge of  it  That,  to  remedy  this  evil,  the 
F£d^«l  Judges  had  made  the  roles  complained 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Kentocky.  He  added, 
moreover,  tiiat  the  execution  laws  of  Kentnd? 
were  dedtfed,  both  by  the  State  and  Federal 
Judges,  to  be  nnoon^^itifnal  and  void. 
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8Ir,  aaid  Hr.  Rowan,  as  to  the  first  statement 
of  the  gentleman  it  is  ntterly  erroneoiis.  There 
neTer  was  a  law  of  Kentacky  whioh  forbade 
the  pldaUff  to  SQ6  oat  execution  npon  his  jodg- 
ment,  unless  he  woald  endorse  that  he  wotud 
take  unavailable  paper  in  discharae  of  it.  I  do 
not  know,  sud  Ur.  R.  whence  the  gentleman 
obt^ed  his  information,  but  I  do  know  tbat  it 
is  inoorreot  It  was  always  eompetent  for  a 
]^l^n^  to  sne  out  his  execution  immediately 
after  the  term  had  expired,  at  which  he  had 
obtained  his  judgment  But  tiiere  was  a  period 
in  that  State  in  which  the  defendant  in  tne  ex- 
ecutitm,  coald,  when  it  came  to  be  levied  upon 
liis  property,  replevy  the  debt  for  two  years, 
unless  the  pluntiff  had  endorsed  that  he  was 
willing  to  receive  the  current  bank  notes  of  the 
State,  in  which  case  he  coold  replevy  for  three 
months  only. 

Why  the  gentleman  should  have  referred  to 
the  execution  laws  of  Kentucky,  he  ooold  not 
well  perceive,  for  whether  thoee  laws  were,  or 
were  not,  oonstitntional  or  expedient,  must  be 
foreign  from  the  point  under  aisouasionf  whioh 
vas,  whethw  the  Jndges  possessed  the  power 
to  make  execution  laws  under  any  ciroum- 
stanoes.  It  under  color  of  making  rules  of 
eoort,  they  possessed  the  power  to  nuke  exe- 
cution laws,  then  they  could  have  exercised 
that  power,  whether  the  execution  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  foolish,  void  or  valid. 
And  if  they  did  not  oossesa  the  power  to  le^ 
late,  then  they  coola  not,  under  any  state  of 
things,  have  made  those  execution  laws  or 
roles.  But,  as  the  laws  of  that  State  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  a  manner  that 
might  seem  to  imply  censure,  he  would,  while 
he  reprobated,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner, 
the  right,  or  propriety,  of  any  Senator's  cen- 
suring the  oondnot  of  a  State,  elaim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Seni^  ibr  a  few  moments,  while 
be  vindicated  the  State,  by  which  he  had  1>een 
bcMuwed  with  a  seat  in  that  body,  from  the 
impntulion  which  ^iat  gentieman  had  been 

E leased  to  utter  In  inuendoes.  He  would, 
owever,  prendse,  as  a  &ot  well  known,  not , 
only  to  phydologists,  but  to  all  dose  obswvers 
of  human  nature,  that  the  Creator  of  man  has 
wisely  and  benignantly  endowed  him  with 
energies  beyond  what  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary avocations  of  life — energies  for  special 
and  extraordinary  exigenciett,  whioh  He  dor- 
mant, until  the  emergeooies,  which  awaken  and 
call  them  into  action,  occur;  that  the  d»reo 
of  energy  beyond  the  stock  habituallr  employ- 
ed in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  Ufe,  which  shall 
be  called  into  exercise  upon  any  oeoarion,  de- 
pends upon  the  excitement  which  tha  oocarion 
produces.  Now,  rir,  it  is  known  that  there  is 
no  general  condition  of  society  which  excites 
its  members  so  powerfhlly  as  a  state  of  war. 
Hence  it  has  been  said  by  wise  men,  that  it  is 
but  little  less  dangerous  to  dose,  than  to  com- 
mence a  war.  To  allay  the  stock  of  excitement 
which  that  condition  produces;  to  ease  men 
down  to  their  ivdinoqr  pacific  pnrsnits,  trom  a 
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high  and  fervid  state  of  excitement ;  or,  if  the 
simile  may  be  allowed,  to  let  off  the  steam 
when  the  voyage  is  closed,  without  bursting 
the  boiler,  deranging  the  machinery,  or  injuring 
the  passengers,  is  a  task  of  grutt  delicacy,  and 
very  great  difficulty.  This  excitement  may  be 
extraordinary  even  for  a  ^te  of  war.  It  may 
be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  oconr* 
renoes,  A  spirit  oi  disaffection  among  those 
who  are  carrying  it  on ;  unexpected  disasters; 
a  savage  and  brutal  species  m  warfere,  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the  causes  cal- 
culated to  produce  almost  preternatural  excite- 
ment during  its  prt^ress ;  and,  upon  its  sudden 
termination  to  expose  society,  in  its  pacific 
state,  to  the  effects  of  the  very  highest  wronght 
war-feeling.  Sir,  snch  was  the  character  of 
our  last  war.  We  had  beheld  in  other  quarters 
for  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  com- 
mencement, the  fiercest,  the  most  desolating 
ravages  of  war.  We  had  not  looked  on  as  cold 
and  heedless  spectators ;  we  could  not  do  so. 
The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  grand  and 
magnificent.  AJl  Ohri^odom,  wim  the  ex- 
ception of  the  United  Stately  were  involved  in 
the  war ;  and  the  United  States  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  looked  on  with  wonder  and 
amazement.  Kever  did  nations  contend  more 
strenuously ;  never  did  war  ctowd  upon  the 
gaze  of  mankind  events  more  splendid,  or  In 
more  rapid  succession. 

The  United  States  were  subject,  not  only  to 
the  excitement  whioh  a  spectacle  so  grand,  so 
august,  could  not  fail  to  produce  on  them  as 
mere  spectetors;  hut  they  were  unceasingly 
exposed  to  collision  with  some  of  the  bellig- 
erents. They  were,  in  fact,  foi*  much  of  the 
time,  in  a  state  of  qtuui  war  with  more  than 
one  of  them.  Then,  sir,  when  tiie  war  really 
came,  it  found  the  people  of  this  nation  in  a 
state  of  great  exdtement  Let  me  ask  if  the 
ooonrrences  during  that  war  were  calculated  to 
dimhiish  tliat  state  of  fedingt  The  disi^bo- 
tion  of  some  of  the  States ;  their  refosal  to  co- 
operate in  bringing  it  to  an  honorable  close^ 
sorely  was  not  calculated  to  damp  the  ardor, 
abate  the  real,  or  diminish  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  The  KentacMans^ 
sdd  Mr.  R.,  are,  and  I  speak  it  with  pride,  a 
brave  and  chivalric  people.  They  felt  all  the 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  uieir  country,  with  which 
ite  accumulated  injuries  could  inspire  an  ardent, 
a  brave  and  a  patriotic  people.  They  never 
hesitated,  never  faltered,  for  a  moment.  They 
poured  out  their  blood  like  water  on  the  nnth- 
westem  fimitier.  They  were  prodigd  of  life 
at  Tippecanoe,  the  plains  of  RaUin,  at  Dudley's 
rencontre,  on  the  Thames  and  Oneans.  «r, 
Kentucky  was  widowed  by  the  war — she  was 
bereaved,  by  its  ravages,  of  some  of  her  most 
distingnished  sons.  T  need  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  name 
them ;  the  occasion  does  not  require  it.  Among 
them  were  Colonels  Allen  and  Daviess — ^men 
surpassed  in  none  of  the  States,  in  no  part  of 
the  world,  whether  you  have  reference  to  their 
▼irtneB  or  thdr  talents.  Kr,  the  gloiy  of  tlie 
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(dodng  scene  of  the  war  was  oaloulated,  by  its 
effulgence,  to  excite  to  raptnre  Bucb  a  people  as 
the  Kentuckians,  and  they  did  enjoy  the  rap- 
tnres  of  that  nnparalleled  victory — a  victory 
which  they  had  assisted  to  achieve,  a  victory 
which  obscured,  by  its  ^lendora,  the  mortifying 
occurrences  of  this  place — ^yes,  sir,  which  ob- 
literated the  defloration,  by  the  enemy,  of  the 
proud  ediflce  iq  which  we  now  sit,  and  healed 
the  wound  inflicted  upon  the  jnst  pride  of  the 
patriotic  portion  of  the  American  people,  by 
that  iiamiiiattng  event.  But,  said  2u*.  Rowan, 
I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  put  of  tiie  sub- 
ject, than,  perhaps,  I  ought.  The  object  was 
to  wow  that  the  peoide  of  Kentacky  were  not 
oold  blooded,  indifferent  spectators ;  that  they 
were  flatly  excited,  and  entered  into  the  cause 
of  their  coontry,  with  animation  and  zeal ;  that 
the  disasters  and  victories,  in  which  they  par- 
ticipated largely,  were  calculated  to  excite,  and 
did  excite  them  greatly ;  that  at  the  close  of 
the  war  they  were  left  in  a  state  of  very  high 
feeling.  And,  in  coi^uBCtion  with  these,  he 
b^^ed  leave  to  state  another  &ct,  not  without 
its  mfluence  in  producing  the  state  of  things 
which  ensued,  and  at  which  the  gentleman  has 
allnded,  not,  indeed,  with  express,  but  with  ev- 
ident impUed  reprobation.  Sir,  it  must  be  re> 
eollected,  that  the  United  States  Bank  £d  not 
existat  that  period;  that  the  State  Banks  Au> 
niahed  much  of  the  money,  with  which  the  war 
was  conducted ;  Eentpcky  fumtshed  her  lull 
pordon.  The  needs  of  the  Government,  and 
the  excitement  to  which  he  had  alluded,  had 
podnced,  »erhtq>s,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the 
banks,  in  that  State.  The  men  and  supplies 
furnished  by  that  State,  caused  naturally  dur- 
ing, and  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  a  plenair,  if 
not  profbse,  ciroolation  of  local  notes.  This 
furnished,  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public 
mind,  facilities  for  the  indulgence  of  feverish  and 
extravagant  prctJeotB ;  impracticable  plans  were 
bnieatly,  bat  erroneously  fonued;  chimerical 
ooticHis  of  wealth  and  aggrandizement  were 
cherished.  In  fine,  the  state  of  feelins  was 
nited  to  the  oocasi<m  which  it  had  produced, 
and  not  to  the  oondition  whtdi  had  ensued  it. 
Th«y  6i^(»yed  peace,  while  they  were  under  the 
influence  of  war  fedlngs.  The  Bank  of  the 
Uidted  States  was  created  immediately  on  the 
doee  of  the  war,  and  the  Govemment,  very, 
unwisely,  as  he  always  thought,  determined, 
suddenly,  through  its  instrumentttli^,  to  re- 
store, not  gradually,  as  it  ou^^  but  suddenly, 
a  metallic  currency. 

The  effects  of  this  unwise  measure  are  known 
to  all;  they  were  felt  by  almost  all  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  change,  Hr.  President,  was  too 
sudden — the  shock  inflicted  by  it  was  too  se- 
Tere— the  sacrifioes  produced  by  it  were  too 
numovus  and  too  agonizing — the  basb  npon 
which  the  enteiprise,  the  hopes,  and  the  h^>pi- 
ness  of  the  people  of  that  State  rested,  was 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken  from  under 
than,  and  they  were  tnmed  over,  as  lawfhl 
prey,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
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mercenary  vultures  tiiat  hovered  round  thit 

institution.   The  Legi^turo  of  the  State,  ii 
the  laudable  view  to  mitigate  the  calanutiei 
which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  unexpected!; 
overtaken  the  people,  and  to  save  from  ruin  u 
many  as  possible  of  her  citizens,  by  aflbrding 
them  time  to  disembarrass  thenuelves,  peaaed 
an  act  authorizing  the  defendant,  when  tbe 
pluntiff  had  not  endorsed,  that  he  would  take 
the  current  notes  of  the  States,  to  replevy  the 
debt  for  two  years,  but  denying  to  hun,  wh«a 
tbe  plaintiff  had  made  such  endorsemiatt,  the 
ri^t  to  replevy  tor  xaon  than  Hbn^  mootfai 
And  what  was  the  mighty  evil  of  this  ddijl 
The  defendant  ezeented  a  bcmd,  with  two  o- 
proved  securitiea,  fer  tbe  payment  of  m 
amount  of  the  execution  within  two  yesn. 
Ihe  debt  was  made  perfectly  secure ;  it  Ion 
interest  during  the  tiine,  and  had  the  fbroe  of 
a'  Judgment  upon  which  execution  issued,  » 
mister  of  course,  and  upon  which  there  oonld 
be  no  delay.   The  injury  was,  if  an  ipjury  tint 
may  be  ci^ed,  whidi  is  a  public  good,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  permitted  to  take  the  entin 
estate  of  tbe  defendant  for  less  than  a  one  him- 
dredth  part  of  its  value.   There  was  no  mcmef 
which  would  be  taken,  save  what  little  cooM  bt 
obtained  from  the  United  States  Bank;  sod 
that  was  not  obtained  by  debtors,  and  wha 
obtained,  was  employed  by  those  who  eonU 
obtun  it  in  merdless  speeulation,  fonsd 
sales  by  the  sheriff.  The  contracts  had  sH  b«a 
predicated  upon  the  local  currency — none  other 
had  been  known  or  thought  of^  Uiat  had  been 
put  down  by  the  United  States  Bank— s  new 
state  of  things  had  ensued.   The  creditor  re- 
fused the  medium  for  which  he  had  contract- 
ed, and  demanded  payment  in  one  which  htd 
been  suddenly  created,  and  could  not  be  sud- 
denly obtained.     The  Ii^;idature  not  onlf 
passed  this  law,  but  passed  a  law  also  abolish^ 
ing  imprisonment  for  debt ;  thus  affwdiag  t0 
the  brave  fellows  who  had  fought  the  btitltf 
of  thdr  country,  an  opportunity  of  paying  tbor 
debts,  without  the  entire  sacrifice  of  their  jnf- 
erty,  and  the  loss  <rf  their  liberty,  by  unprisun- 
ment.   And  mark,  Mr.  President :  the  greit 
majMity  of  creditors  in  that,  as  under  tike  d^ 
cumstances,  they  will  always  be,  in  everj 
State,  were  not  the  ardent,  generous,  bnr* 
men  who  had  entered  with  their  whole  Km 
into  the  war  which  their  country  had  been 
constnuned  to  wage.    They  were  mostly  yoof 
cold-blooded,  calculaUng,  avaricious  men,  wh"* 
only  lovo  of  country  was  love  of  money— whoM 
patriotism  was  cupidity,  and  whose  leal  V  *** 
enrich  themselves,  and  to  ruin  the  ^ 
bad  saved  their  country.   These,  sir,  wtfe»* 
— but  they  were  clamorous — and  their  iJiw** 
were  echoed  by  capitalists  fnm  every  QO"^ 
— uid  we  all  know  that  the  cai>italiBtB  w<»  i"* 
the  patriots  in  our  last  war. 

But,  he  belied  leave  to  ask,  if  Eentatf; 
was  the  only  State  that  had,  by  her  enactioij 
attempted,  during  the  war,  to  suit  her  cod^^ 
her  condition!  Sir,  a  great  inig<^  <» 
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States  altered  their  ezeontioD  lavs.  Pnblio 
sentiment  approved  it,  beoaose  the  deranged 
condition  of  affain  reqaired  it.  Virginia,  the 
ancient  dominion,  a  State  as  distinguished  for 
the  correctness  and  stabilitf  of  her  political 
creed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  statesmen  which  she 
has  prodacedf  even  she  Baspended  executions,  tor 
(be  Ddieved)  tmlve  months.  Bat  vhr  qoote 
examples— what  u«  the  States  for— w  nat  the 
annoal  sesdon  of  their  LeoUlatareB — ^bnt,  hj 
ehan^ng  the  laws,  to  salt  uem  to  the  Taiying 
oondition  of  society  f 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Circuit  Jndge  pn>- 
nonnced  the  replevin  law  of  Kentnckj  to  be 
nnooustitational  and  void.  He  declared  the 
law  to  be  void,  because  it  delayed  justice,  and 
immediately  enacted  a  law  which  aathorized 
the  defendant  to  replevy  for  three  months. 
He  declared,  the  replevin  law  of  tlie  State  to 
be  nnconstitutional,  and  immediately  made  a 
replevin  law.  He  declared  the  law  of  the 
State,  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  to  be 
void  for  the  same  reason,  and  Immediately  en- 
acted an  imprisonment  law.  [Here  Ur.  R.  pre- 
sented to  the  Hoose  the  rules  made  by  the  Fed- 
eral Jadges  of  the  Kentacky  District  They 
consisted  of  IT  sections.  Tbey  were  read  by 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  his  place.]  Sir, 
said  Mr.  Row  an,  if  the  jndge  had  really  be- 
lieved these  laws  of  the  State  to  be  nnconstitn- 
tional,  and  if  he  had  really  believed,  also,  that 
he  possessed  l^islative  power — a  respect  for 
himself — the  pride  of  consistency,  and  a  decent 
respect  for  the  sentiment  of  the  State,  shonld 
all  have  restrained  him  from  the  coarse  which 
ho  parsned.  There  was  an  unparalleled  aa- 
dacity,  in  ordaining,  by  rule  of  oourt,  a  replevin 
law,  when  he  had  determined  that  law  on  the 
part  of  the  State  to  be  unconstatotional.  There 
waa  an  insolent  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  in 
ordaining  Imprisonment  tor  debt  after  the  Leg- 
islnture  of  the  State  had  abolished  it.  Sir,  we 
hear  a  great  deal  abont  the  parity  and  sancti^ 
of  the  judicial  character,  and  eulogies  without 
number  are  pronoanoed  npon  the  present  in- 
cumbents. He  had  nothing  to  say  abont  the 
men ;  it  was  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Ju- 
dicial department,  and  not  with  the  judges, 
that  this  Senate  had  to  do  in  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  he  did  not  rate  very  hignly  that  sanctity 
which  was  unoeasing^y  employed  in  profaning 
the  State  law^  and  State  authorities — which, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  little  usurped  and  brief  au* 
l^rily,  outraged  the  sacred  principles  of  free- 
dom, and  drew  into  etmtemnt  the  most  solemn 
civil  institutions.  Sir,  jon  nave  in  the  rules  of 
court,  which  have  just  been  read,  a  fall  and 
complex  code  of  execution  laws;  indndingre* 
plevm,  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  a  system 
of  conveyancing.  The  very  highest  attnbntes 
of  sovereignty  are  exerted  hi  condaTo  by 
these  judgMi,  They  make  their  rules,  which 
subject  year  property  to  seizure  and  sale,  and 
your  body  iSt  imprisonment.  They  are  not 
printed  nor  promiuged ;  and  yet,  like  the  laws 


[SnuoK 

of  the  tyrant,  they  must  govern,  though  they 
cannot  be  read  or  known.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Rowan, 
we  are  this  day  debating  whether  the  judges 
shall  exercise  the  legislative  power  to  an  extent, 
and  in  a  manner,  which  drew  upon  that  tyrant, 
the  just  execration  of  all  mankind.  Our  free- 
dom consist^  essentially,  in  the  fact,  that  we 
are  govrnied  laws,  made  by  ourselves— 
that  the  ^Ul  m  ^  m^ority,  definitely  ex- 
pressed, and  dufy  promnlgatiad,  is  the  <»ilr 

B>wer  to  whldi  fteemen  are  constridned  to  bend, 
at,  what  is  the  judicial  doctrine,  which,  he 
was  sorry  to  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  this 
body  t  why,  not  that  the  voice  of  the  m^or- 
ity,  bat  that  the  will  of  one  or  two  Federal 
Judges — under  (he  supposed)  the  sacred  guid- 
ance of  that  ftuthfol  monitor,  their  conscience, 
should  regulate  the  property  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people  of  these  States — and  that,  too,  not 
published,  but  retained  in  the  office  of  their 
own  clerk.  The  judges  and  the  lawyers  of  the 
court  well  know  what  the  rules  are,  and  the 
people  may  know  by  making  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  office  of  the  derk  and  paying  nim  for  a 
sight  of  them.  Bat  that  the  judges  and  the 
lawyers  should  know  the  law,  seemed  to  this 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  sufficient.  It  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that  the  people 
should  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  aned 
by  the  gentleman  with  a  xeal  which  he  bad 
but  little  expected.  He  would  notice  it  more 
at  large  hereafter ;  for  the  present  he  was  con- 
cerned with  the  Legislative  power  asserted  for, 
and  exercised  by  the  Judges.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
Rowan,  the  legislative  power,  according  to  the 
theory  of  our  Government,  is  never  to  be  exer- 
cised but  under  strict  responsibility  to  the  peo- 

Ele,  whose  will  gives  obligatory  force  to  the 
iw.  But  under  what  responsibility  do  the 
judges  les^atet  They  are  in  office  for  life, 
and  can  only  be  removed  by  impeachment,  for 
malfeasance  in  of&i».  Their  office  is  judicial, 
not  lef^slative.  Could  they  be  impeached  for 
corrupt  legislation  ?  Woold  it  be  official  mal- 
feasance !  They  were  commissioned  to  judge, 
not  to  legislate — to  expound,  not  to  make  laws. 
Their  legislative  exerUons  would  not  be  official, 
and  BO,  not  subject,  to  even  the  remoteaod  nom- 
inal responsibility  of  impeachment 

Mr.  Fresidentj  all  the  distinguished  writers 
upon  political  science  agree  that  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  legislative,  the  Judicial,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive power  in  the  same  person  or  body,  oon- 
stitutea  despotism.  These  three  powers  were 
exeroised  by  the  Federal  Judges  in  Eentaokj ; 
and  tiiat,  too,  in  relation  to  twpica  the  most 
critically  interesting  of  any  that  fidl  within  the 
Bcoptf  of  those  powers,  in  uieir  divided  and  best 
a^usted  shape  in  immediate  relation  to  the  en- 
joyment of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession  of  his 

Eroperty  by  the  citizen.  That,  surely,  is  the 
ignest  act  of  sovereignty,  which  takes  itom  a 
man  his  liberty,  or  which  takes  f^m  one  man  his 
propcrfy  and  gives  to  another;  yet  these  judges 
make  the  rules  by  which  this  is  doiie--UieT 
expound  them,  and  they  execute  them.  Sir,  said 
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Vr.  RovAN,  if  this  thing  is  sanctioned,  we  hare 

fained  nothing  hy  the  revolution ;  we  have  lost 
/  it.  For  such  a  power  was  never  asserted 
Iot,  or  exercised  by,  the  Jndges  of  EngUuid.  It 
wtfold  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of  Uiat 
country.  The  p0o;^le  of  that  Government 
have,  at  vsriotu  periods  of  its  history,  been 
Terr  much  harassed  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy 
and  ooTToption  of  their  judges,  bat  they  never 
were,  as  the  people  of  Eeotncky  have  been, 
oppressed  by  the  nsnrpation,  on  the  part  of 
even  their  most  coimpt  jndges,  of  the  legisla- 
tive power.  Bir,  this  assumption  of  the  legis- 
lative power,  by  the  Federal  Judges  of  lUn- 
tncky,  nas  catued  moch  anxiety  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  They  have  remonstrated  to  Con- 

n repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly,  against 
I'heir  remonstrances  have  hitherto  been 
imavailing.  They  have  been  patient^  not  from 
«nj  proneaess  tm  their  part  to  sabmit  to  Ju- 
dioiaf,  any  other  kind  of  tyranny,  but  mm 
a  love  of  order,  and  in  the  hope  that  tbeir 
vnoigs  wonld  be  redressed  by  Congress ;  when 
fhat  hope  ceases,  let  the  petty  oppresson  be- 
ware how,  and  upon  whom,  they  exercise  their 
iH-derived  power.  But,  Mr.  President,  why 
should  their  reasonable  expectations  of  redress 
from  Congress  be  disappointed  f  What  is  there 
in  ju^ciu  legislation  which  can  enamour  Con- 
gress with  it  ?  The  excellence  of  ell  legislation 
u  ill  the  adaptation  of  the  laws  by  those  who 
make  them,  to  the  condition  of  those  for  whom 
they  are  made.  The  Judges  are  not  from 
amone  the  people ;  they  are,  by  their  office, 
and  their  salaries,  placed  above  the  flucttia- 
tions,  and  freed  m>m  the  oarea,  to  which  the 
people  are  unceasingly  exposed.  They  cannot, 
therefore.  If  they  were  qualified,  in  other  re- 
spects, be  sufflmently  acquainted  with  the  will 
« the  people,  their  wants  and  their  safferings, 
to  legislate  beneficially  for  them.  But,  sir, 
when  did  this  idea  of  judicial  legislation  first 

{irosent  itself  to  the  American  people?  Tho 
aw  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  judges  to  alter 
the  forms  of  process,  and  to  make  rules  for  tho 
regulation  of  its  own  judicial  proceeding  in 
court,  was,  we  all  know,  passed  in  1769,  and 
re-enacted  in  May,  1792.  But  nobody  ever 
thought  that  either  of  these  laws  conferred  leg- 
illative  power  upon  the  judges.  They  thcm- 
selves  were  unconscions  of  possessing  any  such 
power.  The  alteration  of  State  prooess,  in  the 
artiole  of  fcnnni  only,  m  as  to  adapt  its  nse  to 
the  organic  strwtnre  of  the  Federal  Courts, 
was  known  to  be  all  that  was  intended  by 
Craigress,  in  those  acts.  Near,  tir^  did  the  courts 
ever  dream  of  exendsing  any  other  or  further 
power  under  color  of  those  acta,  until  unce  the 
war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  United  States 
Bonk.  The  experiment  was  first  made  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  cose,  and  under  the  aaspices,  of 
that  Bank — ^backed  by  all  the  talents,  influence, 
luod  weight  of  character,  yrhioh.  that  institution 
possesses  so  amply  the  means  of  enlisting.  The 
experiment  was,  onhappily,  but  too  snccessfbl. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  tells  us,  that 


the  invalidity  the  Kentocky  execution  Im 
was  a  great eviL and  thattbejadgee  werecaDed 
upon  to  i^ply  the  remedy.  It  is  admitted  to  be 
wedntyOTtbeJv^ieBtowplytbereniedy.  Bat 
it  is  asserted  to  be  the  right  oi  the  Legfalitro 
tomakeit.  Evoy reane^ presowosee an 
To  explore  the  omi^tioa  of  society,  to  aieci^ 
tain  the  existit^  evil,  and  to  fhune  aind  sm't  t&« 
remedy  to  the  eviL  is  tho  province  <^  the  stalM- 
man.  To  ^ply  the  remedy,  when  provided,  is 
the  dnty  of  the  judge.  Neither  abouM  tr&tdx 
upon  the  province  of  the  other.  These  diffff- 
ent  duties  require  very  different  c«f>acities  aad 
atttunments,  so  that  the  apok^,  offered  by 
the  gentleman,  for  the  judges,  is,  at  beet, 
the  stale  apology  for  oppression.  The  jdes  of 
necessity  is  the  habitual  excuse  for  tyrsBDy. 
But  if  uie  judges  had  felt  the  argracy  of  tt^ 
necessity,  which  the  gentleman  ta^tte  ia  tbdr 
b^ial^  why  did  they  not  refer  tbe  case  toO»- 
cress,  whose  ezelanve  prorince  U  istolq^ 
late  for  the  tribnnals  of  the  United  States, 
the  legitimate  source  of  the  governing  povar 
in  this  coantry,  as  we  all  know,  is  in  the  peoide. 
None  can  be  exerted  by  any  public  ftmotiooaiy 
vhieh  has  not  been  dd<^;atecL 

Bow  much  more  becoming  and  decratwosU 
it  have  been  in  those  judges,  if  they  had  even 
believed  the  State  laws  to  have  been  nnconsli- 
tutional,  to  have  surrendered  their  jadgmeat  to 
that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  until  Coagna 
could  have  passed  apon  the  Bubjeot;  to  have  sup- 
posed that,  according  to  any,  and  every  rstiwial 
criterion  of  correctness,  that  half  a  milUoo  of  in- 
telligent people  who  compose  the  State  d  Kor 
tnt^y,  were  right  and  they  wnmg ;  than  to  ban 
bewudercd  themselves  in  the  maces  of  abatras- 
tion,  to  find  that  the  legal  obligation  of  a  cootnd 
consisted  in  the  remedy  alone.  6ir,theloe^oofthe 
jud^s  upon  this  subject  is  new,  and  somewbst 
cunous,  out  more  dancerouB  than  either.  Itii 
thus  they  reason:  "The  ConstituticHi  oi  the 
United  States  provides  that  no  State  shall  pia 
any  law  impatriog  the  obligation  of  contnctt; 
tlie  obligation  of  a  contract  consists  irfoBein 
tbe  remmy  for  its  enforcement ;  any  State  lar 
which  varies  the  remedy,  impairs  the  oWig*- 
tion  of  all  existing  contracts,  and  is,  tber^^ 
as  to  them,  unconstitntional  and  vmd."  At 
evident  tendency  of  this  doctrine,  if  its  ik- 
surdity  could  be  tt^erated,  is  consdidatiMi.  ^ 
is  to  paralyze  tbe  States  by  denying  then  m 
exercise  of  the  le^sl^ve  power,  upon  whiu 
alone,  their  freedom  and  their  happinw 
pends.   The  laws  of  ri^t  and  wrong,  an  di- 
vine  and  unalterable.   The  laws  for  tbe  mp* 
pression  of  wrong  and  the  enforcement  offi^ 
are  human,  and  may  be  modified  and  variea  to 
suit  the  varying  or  varied  state  of  sooietj, » 
tbe  wisdom  of  the  people,  Intimately  tiff- 
cised,  shall  dictate.    The  language  of  resso 
which  has  bad  the  practical  sanction  of  fill''* 
Governments,  and  without  which  f^ee  GoW* 
ments  could  not  exist,  is  that  the  renedy  i* " 
the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  Ic^^atirepo**'- 
I  Tbe  gentleman  xu^mj-~tBbohadti»^^ 
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lation  to  the  exeoation  law  of  Eentnok^ — the 
IOTereign  legislative  power  may  be  misezer- 
sised  or  abased ;  and,  m  that  case,  the  Federal 
jadges  must  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evil.  He 
woold  answer,  that  the  power  of  enacting 
remedial  laws  mast  be  lodged  somewhere,  ma 
ifaat  the  people  were,  at  least,  as  aafb  a  depos- 
tory  of  that  power  as  the  Judges ;  besides,  If  it 
ivere  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges,  they 
)oo,  might  nusexeroise  or  abuse  it ;  and  who, 
n  that  case,  should  apply  the  remedy  to  the 
jvilt  For  Uie  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  is, 
iiat  wherever  there  is  an  evil  there  must  be  s 
*omedy.  Mr.  R.  Bidd  he  ^eed  that  thtfe 
jngbt  to  be  ft  remedy  for  every  evil ;  he  was 
wrry,  however,  to  aay,  that  the  fact  was  not 
ilways  so.  There  existed  many  evils,  for  which 
•emodies  had  not  been  provided ;  and  among 
ho  most  enormoat  and  grievous  evil  of  that 
tbaractor,  was  the  usurpation  of  legblative 
>ower  by  the  judges.  He  should  be  glad  to 
lee  the  gentleman  support  his  doctrine  by  his 
rote,  and  assist  in  famishing  the  appropriate 
■emedy  for  this  most  afflicting  evil.  This  evil, 
Khiish,  by  violating  the  great  principles  of  our  free 
nstitations,  leads  to,  and  threatens  the  destruo- 
ion  of  our  liber^ ;  which,  by  usurping  the 
>ower  of  the  States,  threatens  their  absorption ; 
rhich,  by  conceding  to  the  judges  the  exercise 
}f  l^slative  power,  denies  to  the  States  fbe 
*ight  of  r^folating  their  own  remedial  system, 
iccording  to  their  own  wUl.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
voold  remedy  what  he  misoiUls  an  cvU  in  Ken- 
locky  by  an  infinitely  greater  evil.  He  says,  vir- 
loally,  that  the  people  of  that  State  have  abased 
he  legidative  power,  and  proposes  to  remedy 
he  evil,  by  transferring  that  power  to  the 
udges,  without  providing  a  remedy  for  its 
ibuse  by  them.  He  is  right  in  profMMing  no 
timody  for  their  abuses  of  this  power;  for 
vhen  it  is  onoe  conceded  to  them,  it  wUl  be 
die  to  talk  of  a  remedy  for  their  perversion  or 
ibose  of  it.  It  must  be  irresponsibly,  and  will, 
>f  oourse,  be  irremediably  exercised.  Bat  are 
re  prepared  for  such  a  state  of  things  I  Are 
ire  prepared  to  sanotioa  beginnings,  which  wUl 
cad  to  such  a  result?  Hr.  Frerident,  the 
xtnndaries  between  right  and  remedy  are 
ilanted  deep  in  nature— the  distinction  be- 
tween them  is  obvious  and  plain.  Shall  they 
>o  confounded,  and  the  States  be  deprived  of 
heir  legitimate  power,  by  Judicial  mysticism  ? 
shall  it  be  filched  from  them  by  judicial  sub- 
leties,  or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  f 
)ir,  the  new  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire- 
Irawn,  too  sublhnated,  too  evanesoent,  for  the 
136  of  a  republican  people.  The  judges  should 
>e  permitted  to  amuse  themselves  with  it  as  a 
iparkling  abstraction,  a  pretty  little  brilliant,  a 
jlitteriog  pageant  of  the  fancy,  or,  if  you  please, 
m  intoUectod  aurora  borealia — ^bat  nothins 
nore  or  farther.  They  should  not  be  idlowed 
»  experiment  with  it  upon  the  common  sense 
)f  the  people,  at  the  hazard  of  their  liberty : 
AiU  leas  should  they  be  pemdtted  to  impose  it 
iprai  the  people  as  the  ^aa,  wpm  wUoh  alooe 
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they  could  exercise  the  power  of  remedial  leg^ 
islation.  They  ^oald  not  be  permitted  to  send 
it  abroad  among  the  States  as  a  destroying 
angel,  as  impalpable,  and  as  destructive  of  Uieir 
ri^ts,  as  was  the  visit  of  that  mysterious  agent 
to  the  first-bom  of  the  Egyptians.  Sirj  mys- 
tery on  the  part  of  the  political  agents,  in  any 
Grovemment,  is  the  sure  harbinger  of  the  op- 
presrion  of  the  people.  It  addresses  itself  to 
the  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. And  common  sense^  or  the  power  of 
reoMm,  is  the  criterion  to  which  alone  should 
be  referred  the  propriety  or  JustneM  of  any 
measnre  which  may  afliect  the  liberty  or  the 
h^pinen  of  man.  To  the  test  of  this  standard 
alone,  should  every  thing  which  affects  hia 
rights  or  his  interest  be  subjected.  Comraott 
sense  revolts  at  the  idea  that  the  Legidature 
may  provide  a  remedy  for  cmtingent  and  pos- 
sible evils ;  but  ought  not,  and  cannot,  exert 
any  remedial  agency  for  the  mitigation  of  a 
present  and  urgent  evil.  That  they  may  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  evils  which  may  never  hap- 
pm,  but  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  the  remedial 
power,  soften  those  which  are  present  and 
pressing.  Sir,  a  wise  Ledslature  is  like  a  wise 
and  sldlfal  physidan,  whose  duty  it  is,  not 
(Hily  to  prevent,  but,  by  remedial  i^plicaaons, 
to  cure  maladiui  and  to  soften,  by  judidtnu 
lenitives,  those  which  cannot  be  enrad. 

One  gentleman  (Ur.  MoLakb)  says,  that  the 
Judiciary  Is  the  most  important  department  in 
our  Government  He  compares  it  to  a  fixed 
star,  shedding  its  clear,  but  mild  light,  through- 
out the  political  horizon.  He,  too,  pronounces  a 
oult^  upon  the  judges,  and  says  they  con  have 
no  motive  to  do  wrong.  It  is  (said  Mr.  R.) 
a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  suppose  the  worst, 
and  provide  against  it.  The  judges  ore  men, 
and  however  good  they  may  be,  their  succes- 
sora  may  not  1^  so.  Wise  men  are  sabject  to 
the  errors  of  human  A-ailty ;  foolish  and  vicious 
men  are  never  without  motives  to  do  wrong. 
The  juries  are  men.  and  it  is  wise  in  the  Lc^ 
islotnre  to  goard  agnnst  the  li^nrioas  exertion 
of  their  power,  either  weakly  or  wickedly. 
While,  like  the  fixed  star  spoken  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman, they  continued  to  occupy  their  appro- 
priate sphere,  and  to  shed  their  lustre  upon  tha 
other  departments,  they  would  have  his  appro- 
bation. But  when,  instead  of  the  benignant 
beamings  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursued  the  er- 
ratic and  desolating  course  ol;  a  blazing  comet, 
threatening  destruction  to  their  co-ordinato 
orbs,  he  most  be  pardoned  for  withholding  his 
approbation.  Bat,  to  change  the  figure  of  the 
gentleman,  for  one  less  sublimated,  he  woald 
say  that  the  judges,  when  caught  poaching 
upon  the  IMslative  manor,  ahoaJd  be  driven 
oS,  and  tauf^t  to  confine  themselves  to  the  Jo- 
dioial  demesne ;  and,  ^pping  the  figurative. 
Into  which  he  had  been  seanoed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  the  Jodldary  were  an  important  dqwrt* 
menfc  in  the  Government.  But  their  important 
luefldneRB  consisted  in  the  enlightened  and 
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faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate  duties. 
Their  duty  was,  he  repeated,  to  expound,  not 
to  make  laws.  It  was  very  far  from  his  desire 
to  disparage  the  Judiciary,  or  the  Judgea.  He 
would  avoid,  alike,  an  idolatrons  admiratioD, 
and  a  causeleaa  censure  of  the  judges.  They 
were  not  more,,  and  he  would  not  have  them 
thought  to  b^less,  than  men.  But  be  protest- 
ed, once  for  iSi,  agunst  the  morbid  sensibility 
displayed  by  many  gentlemen,  whenever  the 
powers  or  the  duties  of  these  jud^a  were 
drawn  into  discussion.  Sir,  the  judicial  power 
is  not  of  a  complexion  so  delicate,  nor  of  a  tex- 
ture so  tender,  that  it  cannot  bear  the  breath 
of  dispassionate  scrutiny — at  least  such  was 
not  the  character  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
was  exerted  in  vacating  the  execution  laws  of 
Kentucky,  and  in  creatine  a  code  of  its  own. 
It  was  hardy  enough,  in  that  instance,  to  defy 
and  override  the  public  sentiment  of  that  State 
~^d  to  outrage  decency  and  oonnstenoy  in 
the  manner  of  doing  it,  as  he  trusted  he  oad 
sufficiently  shown  in  that  part  of  his  a^ment, 
whidk  related  to  the  Execution  Oode  enacted 
by  the  judges.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
without  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy, 
that  whenever  the  roost  vi^lant  scrutmy  of 
the  people's  representatives  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  that  department,  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple will  be  endangered.  Sir,  that  is  the  depart- 
ment through  which  oppression  of  every  kind, 
and  from  every  quarter,  will  attempt  to  smug- 
gle itself  upon  the  people.  It  is  under  color, 
and  through  the  avenues  of  justice,  in  every 
Government,  that  corporations  exert  their  aris- 
tocratic influences.  It  is  through  that  medinm, 
ma^ed  in  the  fomu  of  rules  and  usages  of  law, 
that  oppression  of  every  kind  finds  its  way  to 
the  people.  The  power  of  wealth  and  of  all  the 
factitious  distinctions  which  arise  in  society,  is 
harmless  without  the  connivance  of  the  judges. 
Sanctioned  by  them,  it  is  renstless — ^it  is  ruin- 
ous. Liberty,  Hr.  President,  is  never  taken 
from  a  people  at  once,  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. It  is  token  now  from  one,  and  then 
from  another,  under  pretence  of  law,  and  with 
the  sanction  of  its  forms,  until  the  only  liberty 
left,  is  the  liberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the 
poor — the  strong,  the  weak ;  and  it  ceases  to 
be  eqioycd  by  the  citizensj  only  because  of  the 
rrasuesa  sancUty  with  which  it  has  been  wrest- 
ed from  thenu  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  loses  its 
fingrance  by  the  f^quency  of  its  violation,  and 
tlie  people  abandon  it  in  di^st,  or  submit  in 
despur.  But  in  no  free  Governmoit  can  the 
people  be  oppressed  or  enslaved  without  the 
consent  of  the  judges. 

No  man,  as  you  may  perceive,  shr,  sfud  Mr. 
B.,  rates  the  judicial  character  higher  than  I 
do.  But  it  is  only  valuable  when  it  does  its 
duty,  and  then  it  is  inestimably  so.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  requiring  the  judges  to  do  their 
duty,  their  whole  duty,  and  nothing  but  their 
duty.  The  difference  between  the  Senator 
fivom  Delaware  and  himself  conslBted  bx  the 
•ai^MMttion,  by  titat  gentleman,  that  the  judges 


would  idways  do  their  duty,  and  no  more  ;  aad 
by  him,  that  they  might,  and  would,  if  the 
restr^ning-  vigilance  of  the  people  were  wi^ 
drawn,  often  transcend  their  dnij.    He  wm 
willing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient  or  moA- 
era,  for  the  oorrectnees  of  hist^tinian.  H«  was 
persaaded  that  both  would  b«r  testiiDCHiy  id 
his  fovor.   But  why  appeal,  said  Mr.  to 
history  t   Vfhy  go  to  Rome,  to  Greece,  to  Car- 
thage, or  to  Eo^and,  in  quest  of  facta  ?  Have 
we  not  facta  enough  at  hf»n&~-at  band— of  a 
modem  and  domestic  character  f   Have  not 
the  Federal  Judges  boldly  and  imblasiliii^;]j 
enacted  a  code  of  Execution  Laws  for  the  Ken- 
tucky District  f   Has  not  that  State  again  and 
again  remonstrated  against  their  osurpation  of 
the  Le^^ative  power  t    It  was  aUeged  by 
Cicero,  in  his  prosecnti(»t  of  YeTrea,  as  an  out- 
rage of  the  utmost  enormity,  that,  in  his  diar- 
acter  of  Qusstor,  be  had  caused  tile  pnnitb- 
ment  of  sbipes  to  be  inflicted  opon  a  Bomn 
citizen,  fbr  an  alleged  crime ;  and  tiiat  too,  bi 
the  most  degenerate  state  of  tbe  Roman  B»- 
public.   And  shall  it  be  thought  a  light  mat- 
ter, in  our  Republic,  yet  in  its  youth  and  rigor, 
that  two  Federal  Judges  passed  a  law  snl^ectii^ 
the  fr^ee  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentncky  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  that  State  t   That  they  not  only  paaaed  a 
law,  making  indebtedness  a  crime,  but  actually 
inflicted,  by  their  decision,  the  punishment  m 
imprisonment,  by  virtue  of  their  own  law,  upon 
many  unfortunate  debtors  within  that  State. 

How,  rir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  to  inflict  str^ 
upon  the  body  of  a  R(Hnan  dtizui  charged 
vith  a  crime,  could  draw  fbrth  tnm  ibat  im- 
mortal orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst  of  ind^ 
nant  eloquence,  what  sensations  of  iodignance 
ought  to  be  felt  by  tiie  patriots  of  this  free  and 
ennghtened  country  agunst  the  judge  wito^ 
without  color  of  crime — unless  bereavements 
and  misfortunes  subject  their  victims  to  that 
imputation — by  a  law  of  his  own  ensctloa, 
and  by  his  own  decision  upon  that  law,  and  hj 
the  agency  of  his  own  marehal,  has  thrown  into 
prison  all  the  debtors  of  his  court  I — who  has 
orduned,  by  rale  of  court,  that  poverty  shall 
be  punished  with  loss  of  liberty  1  Sir.  this  is 
a  point  upon  which,  it  would  seem  to  me, 
there  ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  tliis  body  and 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  you  accord 
to  l^e  judges  the  power  of  making  laws,  yoa 
do  by  that  very  act  surrender  to  them  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  Government.  If  yoa 
permit  them  to  carry  into  efi'ect,  by  their  own 
judgment,  the  laws  which  they  shall  have 
made,  yon  transform  the  Republic  into  an 
Oligarchy ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  the  power  of 
making  and  interpreting  the  laws,  yon  permit 
them  to  execute  them,  yon  snbstitute  de^wttsm 
for  republicanism,  and  oppression  and  uavery 
for  freedom. 

But  I  feel  almost  ashamed  to  be  urging  npoii 
this  body  arguments  of  any  kind,  to  prove 
what  ought  to  be  takm  for  granted.  8ir^  that 
the  LegulaliTe,  die  Jttdidaiy,  and  the  £»» 
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tlT«  pfnrera,  ehotild  be  ^ept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, and  shonld  be  exercised  by  distinct  bodies 
of  magistracj,  is  an  elementary  truth  acknowl- 
edged by  all.  It  is  recognized  in  most  of  the 
State  OottsUtntions,  and  declared  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  and,  in  the 
Gonstitntion  <^  the  United  States,  they  are 
separated  with  an  emphatic  cauUon.  And  yet 
the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the  judges 
seems  to  excite  no  alarm.  So  far  from  excit- 
ing; alarm,  it  is  approved  and  advocated  by 
eome  of  the  moat  distinguished  members  of  this 
bochr. 

MX.  FreddenL  there  is  a  portentoos  indiffer- 
«noe  diq>Iajed  by  the  States  in  relation  to  the 
Tiolation  of  tiie  great  principles  upon  which 
tlieir  rights  depend,  when  those  principles 
are  outraged  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  i^jnred  State  compluns,  but  her 
complaints  are  not  heard,  or  rather,  not  regard- 
ed, by  the  others ;  or,  if  heard,  they  are  re- 
garded as  the  ebnllitions  of  a  feverish  im- 
patience, of  a  restless  and  insnbordinate  tem- 
per, entitled  rather  to  reprobation  than  sym- 
pathy. And  what  can  the  injured  State  do 
more  than  complain  ?  She  cannot  alone  repel 
encroachment  ^on  her  rights,  by  the  General 
Ooverament  The  strength  of  each  .State  is  in 
the  noited  ^orts  of  them  all,  or  at  least,  of  a 
nugority  of  them.  And  how  can  that  majority 
be  enlisted  inflie  cause  of  the  ii^Jared  State ! 
Kot  by  an  appeal  to  her  violated  principles  of 
State  rights,  nor  by  any  portraiture  of  the 
wnmgs  which  hare  been  done  her — nor  by  any 
inroeation  or  remonstrance  she  can  make :  for 
Kentucky  has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  usurpation  of 
Ae  legislative  power  by  the  Federal  Judges. 

Su*,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  it  is  with 
States  as  with  individuals—they  are  only  to 
be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  by 
their  BufferingB.  It  is  owing  almost  exclosively 
to  this  oaose  that  tyranny  prevails,  or  oppres- 
rion  esdsta,  or  ever  has  existed,  in  the  world. 
The  hMTj  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  laid  upon 
a  m^ority  ot  the  people  at  the  same  time.  If 
they  were  awakened  by  their  ii^junes  to  a 
sense  of  their  rights,  they  would  annihilate  the 
lyrant  It  is  so  with  the  States — if  a  majority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federal  Judges  defy  their 
laws,  and  dispose  of  the  property  and  the  lib- 
erty of  their  citizens,  by  laws  arbitrarily  made 
by  themselves,  they  would  have  felt  the  oat- 
rage  keenly,  and  redressed  it  instantly.  But  he 
feared  that^  until  the  judges*  should  exert  their 
legi^tive  power  in  the  other  States  as  oppres- 
mvely  as  they  had  in  Kentucky,  they  wonld 
not  awaken  to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  They  would  not  awaken  to 
the  consciousness  that,  in  their  connivance  at 
the'  wrongs  inflicted  upon  Kentucky,  they  vir- 
tually enrrendered  their  own  rights,  to  the  ex- 
twt,  at  lM8t|  oi  the  violated  rights  at  which 
they  have  connived.  But  why  talk  of  rights  ? 
"Whim  you  have  surrendered  to  the  judges  the 
ymm  ctf  legislation,  there  are  no  xif^ts  left. 
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You  may,  and  no  doubt  will,  have  a  nilendid, 
but  you  will  no  longer  have  a  free  Govern- 
ment You  may  have  fine  roads,  and  magnifi- 
cent canals,  made  for  you  out  of  your  own 
money,  and  by  this  bright  illusion  your  atten- 
tion may  be  Averted  from  the  insidious  under- 
minings of  your  rights  and  your  liberty  by  the 
Judiciary  Department  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. But  unless  you  associate  with  a  quench- 
less love  of  liberty,  and  an  invincible  ardor  to 
maintiun  it,  the  most  untiring  vigilunce,  your 
roads  will  be  travelled,  and  your  can^  navi- 
gated, by  an  oppressed  and  enslaved,  and  not 
by  a  free  people.  Sir,  even  now,  while  the 
judges  are  legislating  for  the  States,  the  Gramd 
Government  has,  through  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  asserted  its  right  to 
regulate  the  labor  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
Sir,  the  master  regulates  the  labor  of  his  slaves 
— a  free  people  regulate  their  own  labor.  . 

Mr.  President,  I  could  not  but  remark,  that  In 
the  discussion  of  this  matter,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  'Wbbstbb)  instead  of 
arguing  the  question  relative  to  the  right  of 
the  judges  to  make  execution  laws — instead  of 
attemptmg  to  prove,  by  some  principle  in  the 
science  of  politics,  heretofore  undeveloped,  that 
this  power  to  Ic^slate  mig^t  be  iudiciondy 
and  safely  inferred  .for,  and  confided  to  the 
judges — has,  throughout,  taken  it  for  granted 
that  they  ptMsess  the  power.  He  is  wiuing,  to 
be  sure,  to  limit  it — to  restrain  it  He  is  will- 
ing that  they  shall  not  legislate  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  lands  and  slaves  shall  bo  sold, 
under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  But,  sir,  that 
will  not  satisfy  the  people  of  that  State — it 
ought  not  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  Kentucky  insist  that 
either  Congress  shall  furnish  an  execution  code 
for  the  United  States  Courts  within  the  States, 
or  that  executions  emanating  from  those  courts 
shall  he  carried  ^to  effect  according  to  the 
executitm  laws  of  the  States  respectivdy. 
They  inrist  that  the  Oongress  and  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  possess  the  only  law-making 
power  which  exists  among  ua.  "Dioy  deny  (hat 
either  is  so  far  decayed  as  to  grow  and  snstidn 
this  excrescent  power  asserted  for  the  judgesi 
They  will  have  none  of  it,  and  they  invoke  yon 
to  save  them,  by  removing  it,  from  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  resisting  it  There  is  a 
point  beyond  which  any  thing  would  be  better 
than  forbearance.  Kentucky  has  been  made 
to  drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  humiliation — ber 
whole  remedial  system  nos  been,  at  one  time 
or  other,  violated  by  those  judges.  First,  the 
power  of  legislating  over  uie  soil  within  her 
territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation  of 
her  occupying  Clumant  Laws.  Next,  her  re- 
plevin and  valuation  laws  were  vacated.  And 
last,  titiough  not  least,  her  citizens  were  im- 

Erisoned  by  them,  under  color  of  rules  made 
y  themselves,  and  in  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  the  States.  Her  patience  and  forbear- 
ance hag  not  been  exceeded  by  even  those 
enoimitaes  apm  her  rights.  Her  oonfidenoe  in 
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the  Qeneral  GoTerament  has  been  the  canse  of 
her  patience.  She  has  looked  to  that  QoTern- 
ment  for  the  redresi  of  these  outrages.  The 
&te  of  this  bill  will  determine  vhether  her 
oonlldenee  has  been  well  fotmded  or  not 
The  motion  to  recraiuder  was  agreed  to. 


IfoNDAT,  Febmary  25. 
The  late  Oentral  Brown. 
Hr.  Habbisok,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  of  the  Seoato,  said :  I  rise, 
Kr.  President,  to  perform  a  most  painfHil  duty 
— that  of  annouDcicg  the  death  of  Mi^or  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Brown,  the  distioguished  command- 
iDg  general  of  onr  army.  He  died  yesterday, 
in  this  city,  at  half-post  twelve  o'clock.  I  am 
aware^  Hr.  President,  that,  in  the  performance  of 
a  duty  of  this  kind,  somethini^  like  an  eologinm 
npon  the  character  and  actions  of  the  nero 
whose  loss  we  deplore,  might  be  expected.  At 
all  times  unequal  to  such  a  task,  I  am  particu- 
larly unfitted  for  it  at  this  moment.  Besides, 
what  could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  not 
already  known  f  His  best  eulogium  would  be 
found  in  a  recital  of  his  brilUant  achievements, 
and  with  these  every  Senator  present  is  fami- 
liar. We  all  recollect,  sir,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  oar  attention  was  tamed  towards  the 
Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war,  when  it  wos 
announced  that  an  officer  of  acknowledged 
bravery  indeed,  but  without  military  edacation, 
and  with  limited  military  experience,  bad  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  army.  We  most  also 
recollect  with  what  joy  and  gratitude  to  Heav- 
en, we  heard  of  his  first  brilliant  exploit,  rapid- 
ly followed  by  a  second,  and  with  what  perfect 
oonfldenoe  we  then  relied,  that  the  final  resalt 
would  be  Buch  as  it  was-— eminently  glorious 
to  himself,  his  army,  aod  hb  country.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  torn  from  this  scene  to  one 
of  a  different  character,  but  qot  less  interesting, 
and  eminently  calculated  to  show  the  ruling 
passion  of  his  sonl,  at  a  moment  when  there 
can  be  no  deception,  no  affectation  of  that 
which  is  not  real.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of 
General  Brown  to  be  surrounded  on  his  death 
bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who  was  en- 
titled to  all  his  tendemesB ;  and  children  who 
justly  merited  his  affection.  In  such  a  scene, 
on  such  an  occadon,  it  may  well  be  supposed 
that  his  mind  would  be  turned  with  mtense 
anxiety  a_pon  the  future  fate  of  objects  so  justly 
dear  to  him ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  jEte  knew 
that  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  would 
soon  be  cold ;  the  hand  ftom  which  alone  they 
received  their  daily  support,  would,  in  a  few 
short  hours,  be  lifeless,  and  no  longer  able  to 
supply  it  But,  after  having  committed  these 
beloved  objects  of  his  affection  to  that  Almighty 
Power  which  had  hitherto  protected  them,  his 
thoughta  incessantly  turned  to  his  country — 
to  that  country  which  be  had  so  fidthftilly 
and  succewfully  served,  for  which  he  had  bled, 
and  fbr  which,  as  he  believed,  he  had  givra 
hie  lif^  He  qmke  with  natures  of  her  happi- 
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ness,  of  ho*  exalted  rank  among  the  natiau4f 
the  earth,  and  her  glorioiu  deatinies:  and  it 
most  hi«  last  ri(^  was  breathed  for  W  a» 
tinned  |arosperity.  Sndb,  air.  Bind  ICr.  H.,  m 
the  nan,  in  life  and  in  death,  fbr  whose  mat* 
oty  I  aw  tiie  tribnte  of  reqpect  contained  ^ 
the  resohitionB  which  I  now  mbmit : 

"  Rttolved,  That  the  Senate  have  learned,  with 
deep  regret,  the  death  of  Major  Geneial  Juob 
Brown,  tiie  Ute  Commanding  General  of  tiie  Mxmjf 
and  the  distinguished  leader  in  the  gloriotts  bsttld 
of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  in  the  late  war. 

'*  Jietolved,  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  ds- 
ceased  Gcneial,  the  members  of  the  Senate  will  war 
the  aocnstomed  badge  of  roonining  on  the  laft  ana 
for  one  month. 

"  JUiolved,  That,  If  the  House  of  BcpreientatiTCi 
concur,  the  Senate  win,  in  conjunction  with  tbs 
House  of  Represeotatives,  attend  the  funenl  of 
Major  General  Brown,  on  Wednesday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock." 

Hr.  Sinm,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  first 
part  of  the  resolution.  He  thought  it  woaM 
establish  a  bad  precedent  to  go  into  monmiof 
for  any  individual  other  Uian  a  member. 

Mr.  Chaiidlkb  expressed  his  high  opinion  of 
the  great  merit  and  services  of  General  Brown, 
He  thought,  however,  that  when  a  nuHtsry 
man  died,  it  was  an  appropriate  ceremoof  to 
huiy  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  He  thoogbt 
with  the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  that  it  was 
a  new  thing  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  moon- 
ing on  the  occasion.  He  believed  neb  a 
method  of  expressing  r^ret  for  a  militoiy  man, 
was  not  countenanced  by  the  legislative  bodies 
of  any  country.  He  should,  therefore,  be 
forced  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  resohitioa. 

Mr.  Noble  said,  that  if  he  voted  against  tbe 
resolution,  he  wiued  the  reason  to  be  tulde^ 
stood.  He  was  averse  to  the  precedent  nUlA 
would  be  estoblished  by  resolving  to  »eaf 
mourning  for  a  military  man.  The  case  cf 
General  Washington  was  no  parallel  with  ths 

E resent.  He  was  the  saviour  of  his  eouatij'— 
e  had  been  at  the  head  of  its  Executive-^ai 
lived  in  peace,  as  in  war,  the  first  ™* 
ous  man  of  the  age.  At  his  death  the  vhok 
country  was  fdnnged  In  mourning ;  and  it  ma 
consistent  that  the  Legislative  bodies  dmw 
wear  the  badge.  He  was  averse  to  Tofiw 
agidnst  this  resolution,  because  he  ^^S'*^ 
tbe  death  of  Gen.  Brown,  and  Eymp^ind 
with  the  feelings  of  his  family.  He  widied 
that  the  portion  of  the  resolution  vbich  de- 
clares that  the  Senate  will  go  into  mounirft 
might  be  withdrawn ;  as  ho  thought  a  bomsge 
of  this  kimi  to  a  military  man,  would  asomil^ 
us  too  much  to  a  despotic  Govemmait-  la 
every  other  case,  the  members  of  each  sepo^ 
profession  Itestowed  these  honors  on  tbor 
ceased  companions.  The  members  <^  ^ 
wore  mourning  for  one  of  their  fraternity ;  *w 
L<»idative  bodies  did  the  aame^  The  tmj, » 
bmeved,  went  on  the  aame  nrinrai^;  ""^ 
there  it  ought  to  atop.  He  did  not  visa^ 
eneoaraga  any^aotioe  which  ahonld  tiketw 
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shape  of  idolatry,  for  services,  howerer  great. 
He  was  sorry  that  he  felt  constrained  to  make 
these  remarks.  He  honored  General  Brown  in 
every  station ;  he  lamented  his  death ;  and  in 
every  coasisteat  manner  he  was  ready  to  testi- 
fy his  respect  for  his  character,  and  his  mem- 
ory. Kothing  was  farther  from  him^  than  to 
treat  with  disrespect  the  feelings  of  the  fiuuUy 
ot  the  deoeased,  with  whom  be  imoerely  qrm- 
pathized. 

Ht.  Bill  moved  to  rirSka  ontso  mooh  of  the 
resolution,  as  related  to  the  Senate  wearing 
noaming. 

ICr.  Habbison  acceded  to  sftoh  a  modifioa* 
tiott,  and  the  res<dation8  having  been  so  amend- 
ed, were  agreed  to. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  other  Honse,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  iVom 
each  House,  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
foneral  of  the  late  General  Brown,  was  received 
and  concurred  in. 


Fbidat,  Febmary  89. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Ur.  H&bkison  had  leave 
to  introdooe  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown, 
widow  of  the  late  Ui^.  Gen.  Brown ;  which 
was  read  twioe,  by  nnaninuraa  oonsent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  OcHiunittee  aa  USUtary  Affiiurs. 

O^M  of  Major  GeMraL 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Obaxdlbr,  to  abolish  the  office  of  U^or  Gen- 
eral in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  con- 
sidered. 

Ur.  OoAVDUB  said  that  he  fully  believed 
the  office  i]i  mi^or  g^eral  was  not  necessary 
In  the  presmt  atato  of  onr  army.  TUs  was 
no  new  opinion,  bat  had  long  been  enterC^ned 
by  him.  In  the  year  1821,  a  biQ  was  bron^t 
Into  the  other  Honse  to  fix  the  mOitary  peace 
establishment;  and  a  vote  of  the  House  was 
taken  on  the  question  of  ret^ning  one  briga- 
^er  general,  and  decided  in  fitvor  of  it  by  a 
large  majority.  But  the  friends  of  General 
Brown  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and 
bad  sufficient  influence  to  succeed,  and  diere- 
by  ensure  bis  retention  in  the  service.  Ur. 
0.  said  he  was  not  easOy  induced  to  second 
the  views  of  the  friends  of  General  Brown; 
but  he  d^  eventually  vote  for  the  amendment 
providing  for  one  mtgor  general  and  two  briga- 
ffler  generals.  He  had  alter  r^retted  Uie  vote 
ho  tlwn  gave,  and  had  detemdned,  on  the  first 
oooanon  that  might  offer,  by  the  vacancy  of 
the  office,  to  move  to  abolish  the  office  of 
msjor  general,  convinced,  as  he  was,  tiiat  a 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  General  Brown,  and  not 
the  sober  judgment  of  Congress,  had  retained 
him  in  the  office.  One  bri^ier  general  was, 
he  thought,  sufficient  for  the  present  condition 
of  the  wants  of  our  army.  There  would  be 
two  briMdier  generals  left,  after  the  abolition 
of  the  office  ot  m^or  general,  and  they  would 
be  tUe  to  do  all  toe  ontiea  which  ooidd  be  re* 


[Skhats. 

(quired  or  needed  from  a  major  general  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace.  Tho  measure  wt}uld 
also  be  a  saving  to  the  country  of  a  oondder- 
able  annual  sum. 

Mr.  Habbisok  observed  that,  until  this 
morning,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  tenor 
of  the  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  U^ne.  He  had  supposed  that  it 
was  in  the  general  form  of  resolntiims  for  aa 
inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it  to  be 
an  Imperative  cUrection  for  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  m^Jor  generaL  The  ordinary  course 
was,  to  refer  all  snch  matters  to  a  committees 
which  would  investigate  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  carrying  into  effect  the  measure 
proposed,  and  make  a  det^led  report  to  the 
Senate  of  all  the  oiroumstances  relating  to  the 
Bubpeot,  and  probable  effects  of  its  adoption. 
In  Its  present  aspect,  the  resolution  mot  with 
his  decided  disapprobation.  It  was  well  known 
that,  besides  tne  major  general,  for  whose 
death  so  much  regret  was  now  felt,  there  were 
three  m^or  {generals  by  brevet.  H  the  ot^eot 
of  the  resolution  went  no  farther  than  to  rerase 
to  fill  the  vacan<7^  made  by  the  death  <^  Gen- 
eral Brown,  it  would,  in  fact,  not  make  the 
change  anticipated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  Each  officer  would  t(£e  his  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments,  as  pointed  out  hy  the  present 
regulations.  If  economy  was,  uierefore,  the 
object,  the  resolution  would  not  compass  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  offered. 

Mr.  OnAiroutB  said  that  his  object  was  to 
abolish  the  office  altogether.  He  would,  how- 
ever, go  farther,  and  endeavor,  by  some  ad- 
ditional provisions,  to  avoid  the  effects  predict- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SioTn,  of  Maryland,  swd  he  understood 
the  olgect  of  the  resolution  to  be  to  abolish 
whatovw  related  to  the  o&e»  of  mi^or  goieral. 
He  dissented  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as 
to  the  ofwation  of  the  measure.  Every  officer, 
in  case  it  should  go  into  effect,  would  remain 
in  the  present  rank,  until  promoted  by  the  due 
course,  which  was  the  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  oonsent  of 
the  Senate.  Without  this  process,  the  vacancy 
made  by  the  death  of  General  Brown  would 
remtun  without  an  incumbent.  Nor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  regular  routine  of 
promotions  a  matter  of  course.  The  President 
might  nominate  some  citizen  to  fill  the  office,  as 
in  the  case  of  General  Brown,  and  of  General 
Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  people. 
The  President  was  not  bound  to  promote  the 
brigadier  generals.  He  did  not  think  the  rank 
of  m^Jor  general  necessary,  and  he  knew  well 
the  reason  for  retfuning  in  the  service  the 
brigadier  generals  after  the  war.  They  had 
done  great  service  during  the  war,  and  the 
countiy  felt  too  much  gratitude  for  those  ser- 
vices to  allow  them  to  be  turned  off.  It  waa 
not  that  they  were  needed  to  command  onr 
little  army  of  6,000  men.  There  seemed  to 
him  no  difficnlu^  in  the  question.  The  office 
WflB  not  reqvlrea  bX  BtBte  <^  tliN^"  I 
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and  he  sliould,  therefore,  vote  for  the  resola- 
tion*of  the  gentleman  ftma  Uaine. 

Mr.  Hatsb  observed,  that  it  vas  ^e  usage 
to  si^int  a  committee  consisting  of  men  most 
eonversant  with  military  affairs,  to  whom  all 
questions  on  the  Bubject  were  referred,  as  it 
fieemed,  as  a  matter  of  coarse.  The  gentlemen 
from  Maine  and  Ohio,  who  now  differed  bo 
widely  on  the  Bubject,  were  membenj,  and  it 
Wfl3  certainly  expedient  to  refer  the  resolntion 
to  their  investigation.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  was,  he  apprehended, 
a  departure  from  the  rules  of  the  Beuate ;  and 
he  thought  would  produce  much  embarrass- 
ment, if  persisted  in.  There  were  many  con- 
siderations which  would  most  appropriately 
oocupy  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
which  ought  to  be  examined  Wore  the  Senate 
passed  upon  the  resolntion.  Th^  must  in- 
quire what  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  mqjor  general  would  be  upon  the 
brevet  generals,  and  upon  the  army,  and  its 
discipline.  Upon  these,  and  many  other  anes- 
tions  which  naturally  presented  themselves, 
and  which  could  not  be  settled  in  a  partial  or 
horried  investigation,  he  wished  the  committee 
might  deliberate  and  report.  He  found  an 
additional  reason  for  wishing  tlie  reference 
from  the  diversity  of  opinion  that  had  been 
shown  by  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  military 
committee.  They  are  totally  at  variance  in 
their  opinions  of  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
and  others,  who  are  not  so  well  versed  in  mQi- 
tory  affairs,  may  well,  under  such  circumsfan- 
oes,  ask  for  infonnation.  Let  us,  therefore, 
send  the  resolution  to  the  military  committee, 
that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  each  other,  in- 
vestigate the  whole  Bubjcct,  compare  their 
views,  and  report  whetlier  it  is  expedient  to 
abolish  brevet  rank  altogether,  or  whether  the 
country  will  be  served  by  abolishing  the  office 
of  mi^or  general.  When  this  is  done,  the 
Senate  will  be  prepared  to  act  nnderstandingly 
on  the  subject.  "With  these  views,  he  was  in 
favor  of  referring  the  resolution  to  uie  ndlitary 
committee. 

Mr.  Haooh  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken.  He  be- 
lieved the  rule  was  to  settle  the  principle  of 
any  question  first  in  the  Senate,  and  then  to 
send  it  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  details.  He 
alladed  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former 
legidatioa.  As  to  the  prefect  itself,  it  met 
with  his  approbation.  He  believed,  if  ft  nation 
went  to  war,  it  was  bad  to  have  too  many  high 
officers.  They  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  of  the  army. 
By  whom,  said  Mr.  M.,  were  your  great  ex- 
ploits performed  daring  the  last  war  ? — I  don't 
mean  to  say  any  thing  against  the  old  men — 
they  were  performed  by  men  in  the  vigor  of 
hfia,  and  fall  of  arobiti(m.  And  if  yon  bave 
another  war,  it  will  be  so  again.  There  was 
alwi^s  about  an  equal  share  c£  military  talent 
in  every  army.  Tima  ofpeaoe  did  not  call 
out  that  kind  of  talent.  'When  war  oanwi  the 


kind  of  character  you  want  will  come  oat,  aor 
was  it  neeessaty  to  be  seeing  it  oat  when  it 
was  not  wonted.  In  time  of  need,  milttaiy 
genius  will  always  diow  itself  witboot  its  haag 
necessary  to  search  after  it.  He  was  in  &rar 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  mi^or  genmd,  and 
thought  it  not  necessary  that  it  should  "bo  sob- 
mitted  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hatnx  rose  to  move  an  amendmetit  of 
the  resolution ,  but 

Mr.  Beeribn  moved  a  Bubstitote  to  the  reso- 
lution,  making  its  object  matter  <^  the  in^uiiy 
of  the  military  committee,  to  report  vpoa  it  \^ 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  0.,  hoped  the  amendment 
wonld  not  prevul,  because  the  discusuon  of 
the  question  could  as  well  take  place  now  as 
hereafter.   The  subject  bad,  In  fonner  times^ 
been  thoroughly  debated.  .After  the  war,  the 
subject  of  a  peace  establishment  engaged  the 
attention  of  Congress.   The  number  of  men  ts 
be  retained  was  fixed  by  different  persosa 
variously,  from  10,000  to  20,000 ;  the  fonntf 
number  was  fixed  upon.   Afterwards,  in  1821, 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  further  re- 
duction proposed,  and  the  army  was  brought 
down  to  6,000,  and  certain  officers  were  to  go 
off  the  list   It  was  then  ai^ed  that  the  offi- 
cers could  not  be  dispensed  with ;  that  their 
numbers  coald  not  be  reduced  without  destroy- 
ing the  army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  whi^ 
they  assisted  to  keep  up.  Kext  year,  however, 
Mr.  Monroe,  In  his  Message,  stated  that  the 
affiurs  of  the  army  went  on  welL  and  that  its 
present  organization  was  as  it  snould  be.  It 
was  well  ^own  that  the  office  of  major  general 
would  not  have  been  retained  but  for  the  merit 
of  the  incumbent.   He  had  fought  Beveral  bat- 
tles; displayed  great  skill  and  courage;  and 
was  unwilling  to  leave  the  service.    To  retain 
him,  therefore,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  service^ 
he  was  made  m^jor  general.   General  Jacksoo, 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  Florida.   That  the  office  was  uselesi^ 
he  never  bad  a  doubt.   In  the  days  of  Jefferson 
there  was  but  one  brigadier  general  retained 
upon  the  peace  establisnmrat.  Nor  waa  there 
any  greater  neoeadty  fbr  a  major  general  now 
than  then.  Th»  aimy  was  at  present  billeted 
about  in  parties  ct  twenty  men  in  a  place — the 
whole  conristing  of  but  6,000— yet,  with  all 
the  discipline,  and  out  of  this  small  nomber, 
by  the  documents,  it  appeared  that  from  1,600 
to  2,000  deserted  every  year.   He  recollected 
that^  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Gen- 
eral Brown  as  major  general,  it  was  argued 
that  it  waa  necessary  to  have  the  commanding 
officers  at  the  seat  of  Government,  that  they 
might  despatch  the  orders  frcm  the  Depart- 
ment, and  be  directly  in  contact  wttli  the  Gov- 
ernment.  But  he  knew  not  one  advanta^ 
that  had  arisen  out  of  it.  Tour  army,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  overstocked,  and  there  are  now,  in 
this  mere  shadow  of  an  army,  iMoacs  vimo^ 
for  <aie  of  00,000  mm.  All  the  facts  were 
now  before  the  Senate.  Eveiy  member  wis 
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mora  or  len  scqDainted  with  them.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  better  to  let  the  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  express  their  views  here. 
Or,  if  they  are  taken  off  their  gnard  hj  any 
Budden  ar^ment,  let  them  ask  for  delay.  He 
would  favor  snch  a  request.  He  wished  to 
hear  the  views  of  gentlemen  conreraant  witii 
the  BQbject,  and  hoped  they  would  express 
them  before  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Benton  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  on  this  resolution^  would  not  be 
tsdsted  by  the  investigation  a  committee. 
He  believed  its  disousrion  in  the  Senate  would 
be  eqnalfy  prodnotiTe  of  a  satlsfiu^ory  result. 
Not  thinking,  however,  that  the  subject  conld 
be  decided  in  a  moment,  he  thought  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Mune  had  better 
be  laid  over  mitil  another  day.  With  this  view 
he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  until  Monday ; 
but  observed  that  he  would  withdraw  uie 
motion,  if  any  gentlonaa  de^d  to  express 
himself. 

Ur.  Tazbwsll  remarked,  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  reason  for  wishing  for  a  precipi- 
tate decision.   The  gentleraan  from  Mune  did 
not  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  until 
all  the  membors  should  have  become  infbrmed 
upon  the  subject    But  it  is  s^  that  it  is 
proper  to  refer  tiie  euMect  to  a  committee. 
This  is  a  statement  to  which  a  donbt  may  be 
started.  In  different  bodies  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding are  different.    Had  this  resolution 
been  introduced  in  sncb  a  body  as  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  would  have  been  committed 
— to  what  ?— To  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
because,  as  it  affects  the  whole  country,  every 
member  ought  to  lutve  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  arguments  pro  and  eo7^  and  to  offer  his 
opinion  upon  It.   But  in  this  body,  said  Mr.  T, 
it  is  the  same  thing  to  submit  a  subject  to  the 
whole  Senate,  as  in  the  House  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.   This  was  the  reason 
why  he  thought  the  resolution  should  be  laid 
on  the  taUe  until  every  member  was  satisfied 
with  the  opinion  he  should  have  formed  upon 
it.    There  were  subjects  of  great  importance, 
ivhich  onght  not  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  they  depend  upon  facts 
not  acoessible  to  all  the  members,  and  which 
conld  be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  Standing 
Committee,  or  of  which  the  members  might  be 
in  possession.   But  was  this  such  a  subject} 
The  questions  he  would  ask  were :  Does  this 
sobject  interest  the  whole  country  f — and  is  it 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to 
obtain  the  facts!    Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
think  we  can  get  as  much  information  in  ttie 
Senate  aa  fhun  the  Oommittee  on  Miliwy 
Affairs.  Besides,  the  opinion  yon  get  from  the 
committee  is  hut  the  pinion  of  a  mArity  of 
its  members.  Ton  do  not  hear  the  opinions  of 
the  minority,  while,  if  it  was  discussed  in  the 
Senate,  you  get  the  opinions  of  all.  Therefore, 
this  being  a  subject  whic^  interests  the  whole 
Union,  and  which,  in  the  other  House,  would  be 


[Snum 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  tht 
subject  under  consideration  can  as  well  bo  un- 
derstood without  a  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee as  with,  he  was  in  &vor  oi  laying  It  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
offwed  V  Mr.  Bebbiek,  and  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 


HoKDAT,  March  8. 

On  the  Public  I>ebt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BxirroN,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  the  26th  ult. : 

^^Bfolvtd,  Th«t  the  Committee  on  Fma&ce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  say  error  has  occurred 
in  tlte  construction  of  the  fouth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  ael  toprovidtfor  thertdempHomef  tht 
pMie  iebt^*  puaed  the  tUrd  day  of  March,  1817, 

In  reference  to  the  amount  of  surplus  revenoeto  be 
reti^oed  In  the  Treasury ;  and  if  so,  to  report  an 
amendment  for  restoring  Uie  ■ectio&  to  tta  tme  In- 
tent and  meaning. 

*'  Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  inatnicted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bo  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  same  section  Of  no  be  found  in  the 
construction  thereoQ  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
BurriuB  revenue  required  by  that  section  to  remain 
In  Uie  treasury,  fiom  two  milUons  of  dollars,  to  ww 
million  or  leas. 

"Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 

,  to  inquire  bto  the  expediency  of  lo  altering  and 
amendhig  the  fifth  seetion  ttf  the  sane  act,  as  to 
invest  the  CommMoners  the  KnUag  Fund  with 
a  ditcrtHanars,  instead  of  a  limited  authority,  in 
making  purcbaaea  of  the  public  debt,  at  U»  marktl 

.  priet,  whenever,  In  their  judgment,  si^ch  purchases 
can  be  made  beneSciaily  for  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  the  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  exi^i^  engagements  wiB  pennit  them  to 
do  so. 

*'  Also,  That  the  tame  committee  be  Instmoted 
to  make  areport  totho  Senate,  showing  within  what 
time  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States  may 
probiU>ly  be  paid  off;  and  upon  what  articles,  and 
to  what  amount,  the  present  duties  may  then  bo  re- 
duced or  abolished,  conristently  wiUi  the  general  In- 
terests of  the  whole  Union." 

Mr.  Bbnton  sdd  that  the  first  branch  of  the 
resolution  went  upon  the  supposition  that 
there  was  an  error  in  the  construction  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817,  and  that  he  might 
avoid  all  occasion  for  misapprehension,  here  or 
elsewhere,  he  wotdd  say  at  once,  that  this 
error,  if  it  existed  at  aU,  was  of  older  data 
than  the  existence  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  inqui^  that  he 
proposed  to  institute,  whatever  might  be  its 
result,  was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearins 
on  the  conduct  of  gentiemen  now  at  tite  head 
of  affiUrs.  He  believed,  himself,  that  the  error 
existed,  that  it  was  iqjorious  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  that  it  was  tine  duty  of  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  to  correct  it. 
Tlie  fourth  section  of  th^  act  directed,  that, 
whenever,  "<»  any  ywr,"  there  should  be, 
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**at  the  rite  of  Co^m^"^  a  snrploa  in  the 
Treasury  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars, 
above  the  i^ipropriatioa  for  the  service  of 
**  woA  y«ar,"  that  all  the  excess  above  that  sum 
should  be  forthwith  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fond,  to  he  by  them  immedi- 
ately applied  to  the  purchase  or  redemption  of 
tiie  pnblio  debt.  The  words  of  this  section, 
said  Jlr.  B.,  are  as  dear  and  positive  as  words 
can  he,  in  Umiting  the  amonnt  to  he  left  la  the 
^reasoiT,  to  two  milUons  of  dcdlan,  over  and 
above  the  appnmriations  for  the  year ;  but  the 
aonstraotion  wluoh  has  been  put  upon  them,  as 
we  see  from  the  annnal  Treasory  Reports, 
makes  these  two  miUions  to  be  exolnuve  of  the 
nnsf^ed  balance  of  the  previoos  year's  ap- 
propriations. These  unapplied  balances  usufQly 
amount,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  upwards  of 
three  milllona  of  dollars,  and  are  usually  re- 
duced, in  the  coarse  of  the  first  quarter  of  the 
ensuing  year,  to  less  than  two  millions;  so  that 
a  reservation  of  two  millions,  at  the  rise  of 
OoDgreas,  is  amply  suffioient  to  meet  them. 
The  difference  of  the  two  constniotiona  is,  that, 
by  my  construotion,  there  most  be  a  snrplns  of 
two  milUons  in  the  Treasury  before  any  tldng 
can  go  to  the  inking  Fond ;  by  ^  Treasory 
eonstntction,  there  most  be  a  surplus  of  about 
four  millions  first.*  This  construction  is  clearly 
at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  stiu 
more  with  its  pl^  intent  and  obvions  mean- 
ing. Its  intent  was  to  ha^n  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt,  and  for  that  purpose  to  pre- 
vent a  single  idle  dollar  from  lying  in  the 
Treasniy ;  bat  this  construction  leaves  two  mil- 
lions in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  idle  to  us,  though 
it  may  be  productive  to  th^  institution,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  paying  its 
Interest,  eqoal  to  $120,000  per  annum,  to  the 
public  creditors. 

Mr.  B.  entered  oonriderably  into  deti^  for 
the  purpose  showing  the  nature  and  amount 
of  uiese  nnenended  balances.  He  sdd  they 
existed  in  all  Governments,  and  mnst  necessa- 
lily  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  smoont,  according 
to  the  nu^tude  of  their  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures. To  illustrate  this,  he  would  suppose 
that  the  present  year  was  the  first  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  Government,  and  that  the  appro- 
priation for  its  service  was  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Now,  it  would  follow,  of  necessity,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  this  ten  millions  could 
not  be  paid  out  io  the  course  of  the  year. 
Dirtance  alone  woold  prevent  some  demands 
from  getting  in ;  casnalnes  and  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regnlev  arrival  of  others;  defec- 


*ThbKMrvefliad  tMdnMbem  niMd  to  lix  mllllODA, 
Mlf  toiriliigto  Imp  np  an  mmecniwiy  tmonnt  <if  rereiinc. 
The  ftct  ii,  ezperltaeB  tbom  there  U  no  necea^tr  for  anj 
■•MiiedAiDd  over  utd  above  the  qtpnprUtloiM,  becenee,  as 
wen  In  vwrj  annnal  treasarr  report  on  Uie  state  of  the  fliiaa> 
fm,  a  large  pro  portion  of  the  appropriatlott^  sometlmei 
•mooBltBc  to  the  fourth  or  the  fUth  put,  ramaliMd  onex- 


tive  vouchers,  or  press  of  business  in  the  vSr 
ficoB,  would  prevent  some  from  being  adjnsted, 
for  weeks,  or  months,  after  they  came  m ;  m 
some  instances  the  service  could  not  be  ren- 
dered, the  work  could  not  be  done,  the  eca- 
tract  could  not  be  performed,  for  whidi  tke 
money  was  to  be  paid,  until  after  the  la|iae  of 
tiie  year ;  and  in  many  cases,  the  ammmt 
propriated,  would  be  more  tiian  enoo^i,  and 
would  leave  a  bolanoe  that  woold  not  be  caDed 
for  at  all.  E^om  all  these  oaoses,  it  TO«ld  eei^ 
tainly  happen,  that  a  euiriderable  portkoi  of 
the  ten  millions  -voted  fbr  the  aerrioe  of  llw 
year,  would  remun  unexpended  at  its  end ;  and 
so  on,  year  after  year,  as  Icwg  as  the  Goron- 
ment  existed.  The  history  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment shows  that  these  balances  amonnt  to 
upwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  and  tbey 
are  always  oonmderably  reduced  in  the  fintt 
quarter  of  the  ensuing  year,  so  that  two  rail- 
lions  at  the  rise  of  any  sesGion  of  Congrees,  is 
an  smple  allowance  to  meet  them.  It  was 
ni>on  tne  knowledge  of  these  facts,  that  Ur. 
Lowndes,  the  able  and  accomplished  author  of 
the  KmUng  Fund  Act  of  1817,  fixed  npon  two 
milUons  for  that  purpose ;  but  even  Ala  I 
to  be  an  unnecessary  provisdon ;  for  Uie  anniHl 
impropriation  of  another  ten  n^cMia  bc&n 
the  nse  of  Congress,  for  the  new  year's  ser- 
vice, would  leave  another  unexpended  balanoa 
of  three  millions  to  meet  that  of  the  preceding 
year  ■  and  so  on,  as  long  es  the  Govemmeat 
lasted;  at  the  end  of  wnieh,  and  not  before, 
would  the  two  millions  he  wanted  to  pay  off 
the  outstanding  claims. 

Mr.  B.  sdd,  that  the  manner  of  staling  the 
public  ocoonnts  at  the  British  Treasory,  showed 
the  nature  and  amount  of  these  balanoee  more 
plunly  than  th^  are  seen  in  our  annnal  Treas- 
ury Beports.  The  English  used  three  cdnniBK, 
we  but  two.  In  the  British  aooonnt,  the  first 
column  showed  the  i^tot  of  the  apprt^wiatioa; 
the  seoond  showed  the  amonnt  appn^friaUi; 
the  third,  the  amount  paid  out.  In  ours,  we 
only  see  the  object  of  the  appropriatioa,  and 
the  amonnt  paid  out.  The  difference  is,  that 
in  the  British  account,  you  see  the  balances  in 
detail,  upon  each  separate  item ;  in  oars,  you 
only  see  it  in  gross,  and  that  somewhere 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

With  respect  to  these  balances,  Mr.  B.  sud 
they  amounted  to  a  lai^  som,  conrtituting  a 
standing  deposit  la  the  bank  which  had  the 
keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  certainly 
yielded  a  handsome  profit  to  that  institatioo. 
In  Englaad,  while  the  principal  disbarring  of- 
ficers were  ihe^x  own  treasurers,  the  profit  on 
thp  keeping  of  these  balanoes,  was  a  perquiute 
of  the  ofBce,  and  quickly  made  the  fortune  of 
the  incumbent  llie  elder  Mr.  I^tt,  when  he 
was  F%master  of  the  forces,  about  the  year 
1740,  was  the  first  who  reused  to  tipprv^iati 
the  profits  of  these  balances  to  his  own  emota- 
mcnt,  and  accounted  for  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment The  avenue  balance  in  the  Pi^fmaster^ 
hands,  waa  then  ahonk  10(^000  ponndaatadBni^ 
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and  interest  about  foor  per  oent ;  bo  that  Mr. 
^ttffave  QD  about  4,000  ponadd  per  annum, 
which  any  banker  would  have  given  him  for 
the  deposit  and  use  of  his  balances.  In  later 
times,  when  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Got- 
emmeot  were  so  much  increased  as  to  swell 
tills  balance  to  a  million  sterling,  Mr.  Barke, 
being  Paymaster  of  the  forces,  followed  the 
example  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  accounted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  thirty  thousand  pounds  per 
annum,  which  it  commanded  from  the  bankers. 
At  present,  the  Bank  of  England  keeps  the 
Govemment  money,  and  the  aggregate  balances 
amounted  some  years,  to  eleven  millions,  equal 
to  double  tiie  amount  of  our  whole  revenue. 
Vhetiw  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
amcnntt  Iw  knew  not  but  he  did  know  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  pud  nothing  for  the 
use  o!  the  pubUo  money  in  its  hands:  he  be- 
lieved there  was  often  five  or  rii  millifHis  on 
hand,  from  the  collection  of  the  public  reve- 
nue ;  and  he  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  say, 
whether  it  was  right  or  excusable,  to  augment 
that  great  and  gratuitous  deposit,  to  the  amount 
q{  two  millions  more,  by  aoquiescing  in  an 
erroneous  construction  of  one  of  our  own 
statutes ! 

Ur.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolntion,  which  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  re- 
peat entirely,  the  reservatitm  of  two  millions 
ui  ioSkn,  if  the  constmctioa  he  contended  for 
was  not  adopted.  If  hii  ooostnietion  was 
adopted,  and  the  Act  of  1817  amended  oecord- 
Ingly,  then  the  reservation  might  ronain  to  pay 
80  much  of  the  outstanding  dtuma  of  the  pre- 
Tiona  year,  as  remained  onpud  at  the  end  of 
each  session  of  Congress.  But,  if  that  con- 
struction should  not  be  adopted,  and  the  Treas- 
ury practice  should  continue,  of  reserving  this 
two  millions,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balance  on  hand,  then  the  question  would  pre- 
sent itself,  how  far  it  was  proper  or  justifiable 
to  leave  this  two  ndllions  as  a  permanent  and 
gratuitous  deposit  in  the  Federal  Bank?  He 
conceived  it  would  be  neither  proper  nor  justi- 
fiable to  make  such  an  unprofitable  disposition  i 
of  so  lai^  a  sum  of  the  public  money.  There 
was  no  neooadtr  for  it,  nor  any  possiUe  wf^ 
d  using  it  for  the  publio  good.  The  common 
iu>iion,  that  this  reservation  was  a  contingent 
provisiim  for  uoforeseen  demands,  was  dd- 
founded  and  fSiIlacions.  No  such  demand  had 
ever  occurred  since  the  foundation  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  none  such  could  be  paid,  if  they 
did  occur :  for  not  a  cent  of  this  money  could 
be  used,  until  Congress  should  meet,  and  pass 
an  appropriation  law  to  draw  it  fVom  the  Treas- 
ury. No  such  reservation  existed  before  1817, 
and  no  part  of  it  bad  been  used  since ;  and 
these  facts  should  be  sufficient  to  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
tend. Bat,  if  that  eonstmeUon  is  not  adopted, 
the  same  facts  will  show  the  pnmriety  of 
repealing  the  reservation  w  toto.  The  repeal 
would  let  two  millimu  more  go  annually  to  the 
SdUds  Fmid  tbaa  would  oumwise  go  to  it, 


[Snum 

and  would  save  9120,000  of  annual  iotereat,  ft 
sum  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  claim  the  aUwk- 

tion  of  all  the  friends  of  economy. 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  proposes 
to  enlarge  the  authority  given  to  the  Commie- 
nonera  by  the  6th  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Act,  so  as  to  vest  them  witii  a  discretionary, 
instead  of  a  limited  authority,  in  making  pur- 
chases of  the  publio  debt  at  its  market  price. 
As  the  section  now  stands,  the  aotliority  now 
^vea  by  it  is  nugatory.  The  limitations  defeat 
its  intention.  The  Commissioners  are  restrict- 
ed fi-om  parchaang  the  three  per  cent,  stocks 
until  they  fall  to  sixty-five  dollars  for  a  hun- 
dred, and  the  six  per  cents  until  they  are  at 
par ;  and  the  four  and  a  half  and  five  per  cents 
they  cuinot  purchase  at  all,  because  tiM^  have 
been  created  since  the  Pjuwge  of  the  act,  and 
are  not  included  in  It.  The  three  per  cents  are 
now  at  86,  and  will  not  Ml  lower  except  upon 
the  prospect  of  being  paid,  (for  the  value  of 
stocks  is  now  in  proportion  to  their  duration ;) 
the  six  per  cents  will  never  be  at  par ;  and  the 
four  ana  a  half  and  five  per  cents  are,  some  of 
them,  irredeemable  for  seven  or  eight  years  to 
come.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  certain  that  tiie 
means  of  the  Treasury  will  be  competent  to 
the  extinction  of  several  millions  of  aebt  more 
than  is  redeemable,  and,  unless  the  Commis- 
uoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  authority  to 
purdiase  at  the  ma»et  price,  this  large  acca- 
moloUon  of  mon^  most  eithw  Ue  in  the  Fed> 
eral  Bank,  as  a  grataitons  depont,  m  be  lav- 
ished up(Hi  objects  whidi  ndght  not  be  thought 
of  except  for  this  tempting  pile  of  money. 
The  (Question,  tiien,  for  Congress  now  to  de- 
cide,  18,  whether  this  accumulation  of  money 
shall  go  to  the  bank  for  nothing,  or  be  lavished 
upon  unknown  and  unknowable  objects,  or  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  lit 
the  only  practicable  mode,  that  of  purchasing 
it  up  before  it  is  redeemable,  at  the  market 
price.  My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  this  lost  alternative.  I  believe  that  our 
Commisnonera  m^  be  safely  trusted  with  this 
aathority.  The  British  Commisrioners  have 
exercised  the  same  authority  rince  tlu  firat 
establishment  of  llidr  Sinking  Fund  In  1816 : 
they  have  purchased  twenty  times  the  amount 
of  our  present  debt,  and  have  never  been  ac- 
cused of  abusing  their  trust.  Our  Coram ia- 
uonera  must  be  equally  worthy  of  public  confi- 
dence. They  consist,  and  must  consist,  of  men 
who  cannot  be  presumed  to  lack  discernment 
to  see,  or  inte^ity  to  prefer  the  best  bargain 
for  their  country.  They  are  gentlemen  who 
fill,  and  must  fill,  the  highest  offices  of  the 
coontry — the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  and 
the  Attorney-General.  An  objection  to  con- 
ferring this  aathority  on  such  a  body  of  men, 
cannot  be  an  oldection  to  them,  but  an  objeo* 
tion  to  the  object  of  the  authority ;  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  itsdf.  That 
there  are  persons  who  will  make  that  oUeo 
tion,  is  Ugrmd  qnestion.  I  ^eak,  not  of  Mft> 
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ftton  DOT  of  in^Tidnala,  in  or  out  ot  this 
Chamber,  bnt  of  nnmenms  and  poverfU  class- 
es of  the  CDDunanity,  whose  sentiments  are 
known  to  me.  There  are  sach  classes,  and  I 
will  specify  them :  1.  The  holders  of  the  debt 
are  against  its  payment,  because  they  wish  to 
live  at  tbdr  ease  upon  the  interest,  and  have 
tiie  whole  country  bound  mid  mortgaged  to 
them  for  the  ultimate  payment  the  princi- 
pal. 2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  places  in  which 
the  debt  is  owned  are  against  it,  because  it  has 
drawn  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
into  their  neighborhoods,  and  is  stiU  drawing 
on  at  the  rate  of  three  millions  per  annum.  8. 
Some  diunterested  people  are  agunst  it,  be- 
caose  they  are  efnia  that  fareignere  will  cany 
off  tiie  twenty  millions  owned  by  them,  and 
mtik»  a  deartL  of  mimer  at  home ;  as  ^  the 
place  of  tills  twenty  womd  not  be  sapplled  by 
tiie  forty  millions  paid  to  domestic  creditors, 
and  which  would  uien  come  into  circulation ; 
and  as  if  the  foreigners  had  not  already  three 
times  carried  away  the  amount  of  their  capital 
la  interest,  and  would  a^ain  carry  off  its 
amount,  in  the  same  way,  m  every  successive 
period  of  sixteen  years,  until  the  capital  was 
paidl  4.  Another  class  ia  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause they  look  upon  a  public  debt  as  auxiliary 
to  the  strength  and  duration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  interesting  the  moneyed  interest,  and 
tnnding  them  to  its  aapport  This,  Ur.  Fred- 
dent  is  a  very  ancient  doctrine,  bat  not  with- 
out its  advocates  in  modem  times.  It  is  the 
bivenlion  of  a  crafty  Greek,  who  had  to  make 
np  in  fraud  what  he  lacked  in  force ;  I  speak 
of  Eumenes,  who  was  Secretary  to  Alexander 
the  Great,  This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the 
death  of  his  master,  put  in,  among  the  Goie- 
rols,  for  a  kingdom  out  of  the  wrecks  of  his 
empire  J  and  having  no  army  to  sustain  his 
pretensions,  he  had  recourse  to  fraud  to  raise 
one  and  bind  it  to  him.  For  this  purpose  he 
borrowed  all  the  money  he  could  from  ofiScers 
and  soldiers,  and  then  told  them  that  their 
chance  for  parent  de^nded  upon  their  sup- 
porting him  in  possession  of  Cappadoda  and 
Faphu^nia,  provinces  which  he  nad  marked 
out  for  his  ratore  kingdom.  Of  oonrse  these 
officers  and  aoldiers  ila  not  want  to  lose  tbeir 
money ;  and,  like  provident  men,  fell  in  with 
the  only  course  which  could  save  it.  They 
fongbt  for  Enmenes;  they  made  him  king, 
they  made  his  children  kings  after  him ;  and, 
in  return,  the  king  and  his  children  made  the 
people  of  the  kingdom  perpetual  tributaries  to 
these  money-lenders,  in  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  the  sum  borrowed.  And  this,  Ur.  Pres- 
ident, is  the  origin  of  the  notion  wMdi  has 
been  so  compendiously  expressed  in  onr  own 
country,  in  that  famous  declaration,  that  a 
pvhlie  debt  wof  a  pyiblie  hlemng.  In  later 
times,  and  in  our  parent  country,  we  have  seen 
the  policy  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived  and 
acted  upon  by  a  crafty  Dutchman,  WQliamj 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  need  of  both  fraod 
and  fijrco  to  maintain  himself  on  the  throne, 


ftom  which  he  had  ehased  his  foOier-in-Iaw. 
He  also  bound  the  moneyed  intoest  to  his  aro- 
port  by  borrowing  their  cadi,  and  thiu  lidd  tue 
foundation  for  that  firightftil  national  d^ 
which  now  overhuigs  and  overwhelms  tbs 
British  empire.    Such  an  example  aa  this 
should  explode  the  notion  that  a  public  debt 
was  a  pnolic  blessing.  The  doi^rm^  at  be^ 
is  only  applicable  to  monarchies,  founded  ia 
force  or  fraud,  and  where  one  part  of  the  sob- 
jects  have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  in  sab- 
Jection ;  and  even  then  the  debt  must  be  large, 
diffused  over  the  country,  and  held  in  many 
hands ;  while  our  Government  is  Republican, 
founded  on  the  affections  of  the  people,  and 
our  debt  is  smaU ;  one-tbird  of  it  owned  by 
fbreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  comer  itf  the 
Union,  and  held  bj  a  few.  0.  The  last  doss  ct 
ol)]ectors  which  I  shall  mention,'  consists  of 
those  who  think  our  debt  a  trifie,  which  ean  be 
paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  fix  letting  it 
alone  at  present,  and  applying  our  money  to 
other  objects.  This,  Hr.  Ptesident,  is  the  moA 
dangerous  class  of  objectors ;  for  they  are  nn- 
meroQB,  honest,  perfectly  well  intentioned,  and 
mean  no  harm  tnemselvcs,  but  do  the  greatest 
possible  mischief,  by  becoming  the  allies  of  the 
money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
blessedness  of  a  public  debt   It  is  to  this  class 
of  politicians  that  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for 
her  present  tremendous  debt  That  debt  is  the 
mwth  of  a  single  century — a  short  period  in 
the  life     a  nation— and  took  its  gigantic  start 
in  the  very  doctrine  which  I  am  now  combat- 
ing.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, this  debt  was  but  dxteen  millions  and  a 
half  sterling  (about  seventy  millions  of  dollars) 
— very  nearly  the  amount  of  our  debt  at  pres- 
ent, and  as  litUe  prospect  of  its  ^wuig  to 
what  it  now  is.   One  class  of  politicians  were 
then  anxious  to  pay  it  off ;  another  consdered 
it  as  a  trifie,  which  could  be  paid  at  any  timc^ 
and  insisted  upon  applying  the  public  money  to 
other  objects.   This  class  prev^ed ;  and  what 
was  the  consequence  t    Why,  sir,  the  season 
of  peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  can  be 
pfdu,  passed  away:  wars  came  on;  and  one 
year  of  war  creates  more  debt  than  many  yean 
of  peace  can  disdiarge.  The  war  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  sucoesdon  came 
and  r^sed  the  sixteen  millions  to  fifty-four  md- 
lions ;  that  for  the  Dutch  barrier  followed,  and 
raised  It  to  seventy-eight  milliiHis;  then  the 
seventy  years*  war,  which  carried  it  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions ;  then  the  war  with 
us,  which  put  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  thir^ 
mulions ;  and,  finally,  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  which  advanced  it  to  nine  hundred 
millions,  equal  to  fom-  thousand  millions  <^ 
dollars,  at  which  it  now  standa,  mocking  all 
idea  of  payment  and  crushing  the  people  un- 
der a  frightful  load  of  taxes,  to  meet  the  an- 
nua] interest  Snch  a  result  should  be  a  wan- 
ing to  us.  It  shonld  admonish  us  to  esdiew 
the  policy  which  has  {Hoved  so  fttal  in  our 
parent  eoontiT;  It  should  caution  ua  to  paf 
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our  debt  while  we  can,  and  not  to  ran  the  risk 
of  meriting  bom  onr  posterity  of  a  hnodred 
years  lienee,  the  bitter  reproaches  which  the 
En^ish  are  the  present  day  lavishing  upon 
their  ancestors  of  the  reigns  of  Qaeeu  Anne 
and  George  the  First. 

The  foarth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolution 
requires  the  ilnance  Committee  to  report  on 
the  probable  time  within  which  the  present 
debt  of  the  United  States  may  be  pud;  and 
upon  wliat  articles,  and  to  what  amount^  the 
duties  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or 
abolished.  This  is  an  inquiry,  Mr.  President, 
of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  people ;  and  the 
report  of  the  committee,  if  ordered  to  make 
one,  will  be  looked  for  with  the  greatest  iinpa^ 
tienoe  and  solicitade.  In  my  own  opinioD,  our 
debt  nuff  be  p^  off  in  five  years^  and  dotiea 
abofished  to  the  amount  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions.  The  debt  is  now,  nominally,  niitj- 
sevon  millions— in  reality,  about  fifty-eight: 
for  seven  millions  is  in  the  United  States  Bank 
Bcocic,  which  is  worth  more  than  par,  and 
brings  a  dividend  equsl  to  its  interest;  ana  thir- 
teen millions  is  in  the  three  per  cent,  stock, 
which  is  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millions.  A  Sink- 
ing Fund  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  would 
extinguish  the  actual  debt,  in  five  years,  (let- 
ting all  the  pnblio  works  ^  on  aa  usual,)  and 
it  would  require  but  little  aid  from  onr  legisla- 
tion to  make  that  fond  amonnt  to  thirteen  or 
fbarteen  millions.  It  is  ten  millions  now,  and 
is  increasing  from  the  improving  sti^e  of  the 
oommerce.  The  restoration  ot  the  4th  seo- 
tkm  of  the  Act  of  1817  to  its  tme  and  obvious 
meaning,  would  increase  it  to  two  millions 
more;  and  a  more  rapid  sole  of  the  pnblio 
lands,  according  to  the  plan  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  propose,  would  further  increase 
it,  to  the  amount  of  another  million  or  up- 
wards. Thus,  in  five  years,  the  debt  may  be 
extinguished,  and  the  great  questions  placed 
before  Congress,  whether  the  present  revenue 
shall  be  kept  up  f  And  if  so,  for  what  objects ! 
Or  reduced?  And  if  so,  upon  what  articles 
the  reduction  shall  fall,  and  to  what  amount  ? 
These  will  be  great  qnestiiHU,  worthy  to  en- 
gage the  deUberations  of  the  whole  Union,  and 
the  discussion  of  them  may  devek^  a  new  line 
In  the  division  of  political  pardes.  Bome  may 
be  for  keeping  up  the  whole  revenue,  and  min- 
ing the  Federal  Government  strong  and  splen- 
did ;  others  niay  be  for  a  reduction  of  the  taxes, 
and  for  Umiting  the  revenue  to  the  just  and 
necessary  support  of  a  plain  Republican  Gov- 
ernment. I  shall  myself  be  fonnd  in  the  ranks 
of  this  latter  party ;  and  to  enable  it  to  act 
best  for  the  pnblic  good,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  public  mind  be  consulted  before  it  acts. 
Tlie  abolition  of  duties  will  be  a  delicate  and 
responsible  task — it  will  be  the  oounterpart  of 
an  innKMntioii  of  dnties— and  shonld  be  exe- 
ented  m  strict  anbordinatlon  to  the  will  of  the 
people.  For  one,  I  should  wish  my  constitu- 
•nU  to  know  my  wBitimeirta,  and,  in  retom,  I 
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should  like  to  know  theirs.  If  we  disagree,  I 
promise  them  one  of  two  thinm— either  to  exe- 
cute their  will,  or  to  retire  from  my  station. 
Here,  then,  is.  my  creed :  I  am  for  wolishing 
duties  in  toto,  as  soon  as  the  pnUlo  debt  is 
paid  ofi",  upon  all  articles  of  prime  necesrity, 
or  ordinary  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  all,  or  not  made  in  sufficient  qnautily 
to  merit  national  protection;  and  I  am  for 
continuing  them  on  articles  of  taste  and  lux- 
ury, and  upon  such  rival  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
onr  general  independence  as  a  nation,  requires 
to  be  mode  at  home.  This  is  what  I  have  sud 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  repeat,  because 
I  have  been  misrepresented,  and  my  words 
mutilated  and  garlued  for  party  porposes.  I 
will  be  mom  expUcit,  and  specify  some  of  tba 
articles  which  I  wonld  select  for  exemptitm 
from  dnfy.  I  will  name  cofi^ee,  of  which  we 
have  imported  forij  millions  of  pounds  wdght 
in  the  year ;  teas,  of  which  the  imports  have 
been  ten  millions  of  pounds ;  spices,  imported 
to  the  amonnt  of  six  millions  of  pounds ;  cocoa 
and  chocolate,  four  millions ;  linens  to  the 
value  of  three  millions  of  doll^^  Upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  some  class,  which 
might  be  named,  the  duties  might  be  abolished, 
I  apprehend,  with  advantage  to  manufacturers, 
as  w^l  as  farmers  and  merchants :  for  they  are 
necessaries  of  life  which  enter  into  use  in  the 
living  of  every  family,  and  lowering  their 
price,  woold  be  lowering  the  price  of  labor, 
which  the  raann&ctory  demands.  Salt,  sugar, 
blankets,  and  flannel,  present  another  class « 
necessaries  and  comforts,  npon  which  snne 
diversity  of  ofiinion  might  arise.  They  are 
necessaries  of  life,  wad  partially  made  at  nomei 
but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  answer  the 
public  demand.  Large  importations  of  them 
are  made  from  abroad,  and  heavy  duties  are 
paid  npon  them.  Of  salt,  we  import  four  mil- 
lions of  bnshels,  the  duty  twenty  cents  to  the 
Government,  and  ten  cents  [)rofit  on  it  to  the 
merchant;  of  sugar,  eighty  millions  of  pounds, 
the  duty  three  and  four  centa  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  of 
blankets  and  flunels.  we  import  to  the  value 
of  a  mUlion  and  a  half  of  dollars,  paying  above 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  near  two  hundred  thonsaod  more  to 
the  merchant  Upioi  these  items  there  may  be 
diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  the  people 
should  be  known.  Let  no  one  say  it  is  too 
soon  for  the  people  to  begin  to  think  upon  this 
subject  I  detest  that  saying,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon  for 
the  people  to  think,  but  often  too  late  1  It  is 
not  too  soon  for  them  to  begin  to  think  now 
about  the  abolition  of  duties.  Their  Represent- 
atives will  have  to  net  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  four  or  five  years;  and  would,  doubtless, 
wish  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  their 
constituents.  The  report  ai  the  omnmittee, 
which  I  propose  to  obudn,  will  give  them  that 
advantage.    It  will  set  the  puUio  mind  to 
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work,  and  will  enable  the  pe<^Ie  to  manifest 
their  wishes  in  time  to  guide  and  enUghten  the 
decision  of  their  Representatives. 

Mr.  BiQTB,  of  Maryland,  aaid  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  did  not,  on  any  occasion, 
durink  from  its  doty,  and  they  woiud  take  up 
the  snl^ect  as  apeedily  as  poarible.  He  wonlo 
make  bnt  one  remark  upon  the  statements  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ifissunri,  In  relation  to  the 
two  millions  of  dollars  reserved  in  the  Ttms- 
nry.  There  were  several  contingencies  to 
which  thia  snm  was  liable.  One  was  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  freqnently  to  make  mpropri- 
ations  of  large  smns  of  money,  not  caloaMed 
on  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treunry  in  his  esti- 
mates ;  and  then  this  som  came  in  and  fulfilled 
the  designs  of  Congress.  Last  year,  this  ap- 
plioation  of  the  two  millions  was  made  to  a 
large  amount  Congrese  made  snch  liberal  de- 
mands npon  it,  that  but  foor  hundred  dionsand 
dollars  remained  in  the  Treanuy  at  the  onn- 
moioement  of  this  year. 

lfa>.  Jomnioir,  of  Ixniiriana,  loae  in  reply  to 
Mr.  BBKToir.  He  said  be  shonld  not  oppose 
tiie  reference  of  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
usual  coarse ;  bnt  he  oonld  not  permit  them  to 
pass  to  the  committee,  after  the  elaborate  argu- 
ment by  which  they  bad  been  recommended, 
without  ezpresdng  his  entire  dissent  to  the 
opinions  and  viewa  of  the  gentleman  firom  ICs- 
eouri. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1817,  eimer  in  principle, 
or  in  the  construction  of  it.  I  think  the  act 
plain,  that  there  is  no  misconception  of  its 
meaning,  and  tliat  it  is  founded  in  Just  views  of 
onr  financial  afiiurs.  This  act  was  intended  to 
mpn^riate  ten  millions  of  dollars  anunally  to 
the  redoi^on  of  the  public  debt,  after  the 
year  1617,  and  was.  consequently,  a  atanding 
appropriation  after  the  current  expenses  of  the 
year,  if  the  Treasury  was  adequate  to  pay  it. 
This  part  of  the  law  ^ves  rise  to  no  difficulty, 
as  the  reservation  does  not  apply  to  this  sec- 
tion. Bat  an  additional  section  of  the  act  is 
in  these  words:  "That,  after  the  year  1817, 
whenever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  after  an 
ai^oonunent  of  Congress  in  any  year,  a  surplus 
of  money  in  the  Treasury,  above  the  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  service  of  such  year,  the 
payment  of  which  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Binklng  Fond  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasory,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  a  iMlanoe  eqnal  to  two 
millions  of  dollan,  then  snob  snrplns  shall  be, 
and  the  some  is  hereby,  appnnnlated  to  the 
Sinking  Fond,  to  be  pud  at  snob  times  as  the 
litnation  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners  thereof  to 
the  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 

By  this  section,  two  millions  are  directed  to 
be  left  untouched  in  the  Treasury,  and  all  the 
■orpins,  after  such  reservation,  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  public  debt.  The  gentleman  frora  Mis- 
souri sappoees  that  this  reservation  is  either  a 
misconception  of  the  act,  or  is  foonded  in  erro- 
neous lainoiples,  it  being,  aa  he  supposes,  un- 
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necessary  to  reserve,  even  by  estimation,  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  and^  consequently,  thai 
all  the  estimated  resources  for  the  year  maj  be 
safely  appropriated  by  anticipation.  The  act 
seems  too  plain  to  be  misconceived,  and  has 
received  a  uniform  construction  by  the  Cttn- 
misdoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  must  be  a 
snrplns  of  money  in  the  Treaaniy,  over  and 
above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  d  the 
year,  and  the  ten  n^ions,  and  tbe  two  re- 
served mUliona.  The  balance  is  surplus,  and 
is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to  the  public  ^bt. 

"After  the  adjournment  of  Omgresa,"  tbe 
estimate  is  made  for  the  year.  The  net  bal- 
ance of  the  Treasnry,  et  tbe  close  of  tbe  year, 
(exdnding  what  was  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year,  and  all  funds  not  avail- 
able,) is  added  to  the  estimated  revenue  of  the 
year.  A  sum  equal  to  the  appropriations  made 
by  Congress  for  the  service  of  the  year  is  set 
apart— ten  millions  are  directed  to  be  applied 
during  the  year  to  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt.  If  any  balance  remiuna  in  tbe 
Treasnry,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  rev* 
Miue,  two  millions  is  allowed  to  cover  all  defi- 
ciencies and  variations  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
snrplns  is  applied  to  the  public  debt. 

The  reason  why  two  millions  was  directed 
by  the  act  to  be  reserved,  was,  that  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  amount  on  which  they  are  to 
operate,  is  foonded  on  an  estimate  of  what 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  not 
what  is  actually  there.   It  was  known  that 
our  revenue  was  liable  to  fluctuations  of  two 
or  three  millions  a  year,  from  can&es  that 
could  not  be  anticipated  even  one  year  in  ad- 
vance.  Onr  importations  are  snlgect  to  varia- 
tions, and  the  revenue  oridns  therefrom  to  cor- 
responding irregularities.  Inere  are,  beside^ 
inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  ot  the 
year,  that  materially  affect  the  receipts  of  the 
year;  and  we  have  experienced  the  aame thing 
from  the  soles  of  the  public  lands,  so  as  to 
baffle  all  calculation  of  the  actual  result  of  the 
revenue  for  the  year.   It  was  a  knowledge  of 
this  uncertainty,  in  all  financial  estimatea,  thit 
induced  the  reservation  of  the  two  miDions,  to 
guard  ag^st  a  probable  contingency  of  ^ply- 
ing more  to  the  public  debt  than  mi^t  be 
found  in  the  Treasury.   The  wisdom  and  the 
foresight  of  this  provisicm  has  been  exemplified 
by  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years.  In 
1817,  the  estimated  reedpts  from  onstoms  were 
twentv-fonr  millions;  the  actual  recdpts  cs- 
ceeded  that  sum  by  two  n^ons,  and  this  is 
probably  a  solitary  mstanoe.  In  1818,  the  eatj- 
mated  receipts  w^  twoi^  millions;  the 
actual  wwe  tluree  milli«u  leas.   In  1819,  esti- 
mated twenty-one  millions;  and  the  reveme 
fell  short  near  a  million.  In  1620,  the  estimatt 
of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  tbe  result  to 
be  four  millions  too  much.  In  1881,  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry  estimated  fonrteoi  milr 
lions ;  but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meau^ 
with  the  same  data,  estimated  16  millioQS.  R 
prodnoed  but  18  milliMia.    These  difltaraioH 
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arise  with  the  ablest  men,  with  all  the  Inforraa- 
t.ion  necessary  to  a  correct  jadgment.  They 
can  but  approximate  the  true  result  There 
are  some  facta  and  some  principles  which  are 
iiseful  in  forming  these  estunates ;  but,  with  all 
their  aid,  it  is  but  ooi^ectarat  There  are  no 
known  laws  that  govern  them.  Experience 
lias  shown,  perhaps,  that  two  millions  la  a  safe 
allowance  for  toe  flnctnati(HU  of  commerce, 
and  the  various  exigencies  that  may  arise  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  the  last  twelve  years,  the  re- 
ceipts have  Tuied  from  near  thirty-four  to 
thirteen  millions.  But  from  this  series  we  are 
able  to  form  a  more  accurate  esUmate  of  the 
seneral  average  of  the  revenue.  The  receipts 
for  twelve  years  may  be  said  to  average  twen- 
ty-one millioDs — ^for  the  last  five  years  twenty- 
two  millions ;  and  this  is  a  sufficient  basis  for 
all  financial  calculation.  It  will  probably  vary 
fh>m  twenty  to  twenty-four  millions.  We  may 
allow,  in  round  numbers,  ten  millions  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government  established 
"bj  law ;  ten  millions  for  the  pawo  debt ;  and 
ue  extraordinary^  appn^riationa  average  from 
one  to  three  miUkws.  So  that,  iqton  do  ordi- 
nary calcolation,  can  more  than  ten  milliona  be 
^plied,  nor  can  we  anticipate  there  will  be  a 
anrpluB. 

Again :  We  know  that,  dnring  ttiat  period, 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  have  not 
allowed  the  regular  application  of  ten  miUions, 
and  have  not  been  found  equal  to  this  standing 
demand  on  the  Treaaury.  We  have  pai^ 
during  that  period,  $134,506,206,  of  which 
$18,786,748  was  provided  for  by  loan ;  leaving 
the  amount  actually  paid  $116,719,458;  where- 
as, the  (q>plication  of  ten  millions  for  twelve 
years  would  have  »tinguished  one  hundred 
and  twatty  millions.  There  la,  therefore,  due 
to  tiie  Sinking  Fond,  more  than  four  millionB. 
This  showa,  however,  how  nearly  it  has  met 
the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  ability  of  the  distinguished  man 
who  framed  the  bilL  But  it  showa,  at  the 
same  time,  that  there  has  been  no  surplus. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gentleman  labors 
under  some  erroneous  impression  on  the  sub- 
ject He  seenifl  to  think  that  something  has 
been  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the  funds, 
either  by  the  operation  of  this  act  or  the  mis- 
construction of  it,  and  supposes,  by  changing 
the  act,  he  will  aave  the  mterest  of  two  mil- 
lions a  year.  Sir,  unoe  the  operation  of  the 
act,  there  has  never  been  a  anrplus  of  two  mil- 
liraa,  which  could  have  been  i^^ed  to  the 
debt  On  the  oontrary,  on  the  1st  <rf  January, 
1818,  *ld^  '20,  "81,  the  four  first  years  after  the 
act  creatug  we  Sinking  Fund,  and  alsoiin  1834 
and  1826,  there  was  no  balance  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, but  a  great  defidency,  to  wit : 

lit  Jaa  1818,      ....  $4,958,853 

1819,  ....  2,060,48S 

1820,  ....  6,301,167 
1831,  ....  3,065,724 
1824^  ....  3,882,080 
188S»  ...  .  1S1,SS» 


On  the  Ist  January,  1823,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  only  $491,166 ;  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 182S,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  $5,462,418 
not  iq)plied,  because  there  was  no  redeemable 
debt  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  On  the  1st 
January,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  equal  to  a  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasury,  and  that  balance  still  re- 
mains, and  will  be  carried  to  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts of  the  year,  to  compose  the  fimd  the 
Treasury,  for  the  year,  out  of  which  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  will  be  taken,  including 
the  ten  millions ;  and  if  there  is  any  surplus, 
after  allowing  two  milliona  for  variations  of 
revenue,  it  will  be  also  applied  to  the  publio 
debt  If  the  gentleman  could  find  the  two 
millions  which  could  have  been,  but  which 
have  not  been  applied,  in  consequence  of  this 
act,  I  would  consent  to  apply  it ;  but  if,  at  any 
period,  that  sum  had  been  ^plied,  the  Treas- 
ury would  be  now  minus  a  million.  The  error 
consists  in  the  idea  that  such  sum  has  liud  idle 
in  the  Treaaury.  It  was  never  there.  A  view 
of  the  whole  sulfjeet  vOl  ibow  the  aonnd  dls- 
eretion  which  baa  been  ezerdied  over  the 
appUcation  of  the  funds,  since  the  peace,  with 
^e  exertion  of  t^e  sum  that  remained,  in 
1828,  unemployed ;  but  that  waa  the  business 
of  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  purchase  stock,  and  there  was  none 
at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended, 
in  his  report,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  six- 
teen millions,  at  5  per  cent.,  to  pay  off  a  debt 
of  6  per  cent,  and  which,  if  earned  into  effect, 
would  have  produced,  at  once,  a  large  saving 
to  the  Government,  but  this  proposition  was 
rejected  by  Congress  at  the  last  sesuon.  That, 
to  my  min^  was  the  time  and  |daee  tax  econo- 
my. That  would  have  realized  more  than 
oould  nault  fW>m  the  interest  of  the  bnaglnarx 
two  nuUiona,  if  they  had  actually  ezmad  m 
the  Treasury. 

Sir,  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  <rf 
the  Govenunent,  and  the  ten  millions,  will 
leave  us  from  two  to  three  millions  a  year,  for 
all  objects  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  includ- 
ing internal  improvements,  roads,  canals,  break- 
waters, piersj  deepening  channels,  removing 
obstructionB  m  rivers,  purchases  of  land  from 
Indians,  and  various  other  claims  upon  the 
country.  Dnring  the  last  three  years,  a  large 
snm  has  been  applied  by  Congrees  to  these 
objects  of  ^eat  utility,  and  «  indi^auaUa 
necesdty.  These  appr^riatlmis  will,  doubt- 
less, be  oontinued  hj  Ooogress.  What  fbtnre 
expectation  can  tb^  be,  that  there  will  evw 
be  a  surplus  of  two  millions?  We  have  an 
actual  surplus,  now  ascertained,  of  a  million, 
but  we  have  a  bill  ^propriating  a  million  to 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution ;  and, 
while  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  million  to  the 
publio  debt,  it  is,  at  the  same  moment,  .pnK 
poeed  to  raise  the  million  for  the  officers  trjr  a. 
new  loan ;  and  where  is  the  economy  of  thatt 

The  SecretaiT  of  the  Treasoiy  estimates  an 
excess  id  r«o«pt^  for  the  present  year,  qfe 
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$2,362,874,  and  this  sam  U  liable  to  the  usaal 
TariatioQs.  Bat  what  are  the  demands  upon 
it?  There  is  a  bill  before  as,  which  coatem- 
plates  the  commencement  of  a  breakwater  at 
the  month  of  the  Delaware,  which  will  cost 
more  than  two  mUllons,  and  which  proposes 
$260,000  a  year.  There  is  another  anticipated 
at  Nantucket,  of  abont  half  that  cost,  which 
will  also  reqnire  $200,000  a  year.  There  are 
applications  for  opening  a  commanication  from 
JUoemarle  Soima  to  the  Atlantic;  deepflbing 
the  channel  at  the  mooth  of  Cape  Fear  River ; 
c^wning  the  falls  on  the  Wabash ;  removing  the 
rafts  in  Red  River ;  and  obstmctions  from  the 
Ohio  and  Hississippi  Rivers,  and  many  others  of 
less  importance.  This  is  besides  the  removal 
o{  Indians  and  parchases  of  land,  the  clums  of 
States  for  advances  during  the  war,  and  the 
private  claims  now  pending,  amoonting  to  more 
than  half  a  million. 

Now,  the  rfmple  question  is,  whether  these 
otjecta  are  of  more  pressing  importance  than 
tike  paymoit  <tf  tiiis  additi<mal  two  millions  to 
the  public  debt,  which  would  hasten  its  extin- 
gnisnment  little  more  than  one  year,  white 
these  great  objects  must  be  Defected.  Upon 
this  point  my  mind  is  made  up. 

The  regular  application  of  ten  millions  will 
extingni^  the  pubUo  debt  early  in  1886,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  from  two  to  Uiree  millions  a 
year  may  be  distribnted  over  the  ooontry,  to 
Improve  the  navigation,  by  artificial  harbors, 
deepening  channels,  erecting  piers,  and  other 
usenil  works  upon  the  coast ;  to  improve  tlw 
oommanioations  between  the  States,  by  the 
Internal  conmwree  of  the  country,  now  vastly 

riter  than  the  fordgn.  The  publio  debt  u 
a  pn^iresB  of  npid  extinguishment  and 

Suite  as  r^id  as  it  ought  to  be,  not  to  disturb 
[le  commerce,  or  the  capital,  or  the  eironlation 
of  the  metallio  medium  of  the  country.  The 
stock  of  tbe  United  States,  to  a  certdn  extent, 
forms  a  part  of  ita  capital.  By  paying  it  off, 
you  do  not  increase  the  oiroolatlng  medium, 
but  yon  destTOT  that  part  wbicb  is  a  substitate 
for  caoitol.  How  far  this  stock  enters  into  the 
capitfll  upon  which  trade  and  commerce  is  car- 
ried on,  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  anticipate  the 
effect  upon  them,  of  withdrawing,  in  a  short 
period,  seventy  or  eighty  millions  of  stock.  It 
ia  probable  that,  by  a  gradual  operation  of  ten 
millionB  a  year,  no  dangerous  eneet  will  resalt. 
Every  thing  will  gradually  aeoonnnodate  itself 
to  the  changes  gomg  on.  But  nothing  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  than  causes  which  suddenly  de- 
range the  money  market;  a  panic,  then,  de- 
ran^  every  thing  else.  The  moment  the 
dram  is  felt,  the  banks  curtul,  money  appre- 
ciates, property  sinks  in  value :  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, sacrificej  distress,  and  bankruptcy, 
follow.  It  is  the  busmess  of  statesmen  to  look 
to  tkis,  and  to  goard  against  it  If  a  drain  of 
specie  in  the  Western  cotmtry  has  produced 
great  sacrifloe  and  ruin,  what  would  be  its 
effects  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in  our 
'large  dttest  Twenty  mUlitms  of  tUi  stock  ia 


[tUsoz,  IBM. 

held  by  foreigners,  and  the  gentlemao  sajs  that 
we  are  tributary  to  tiiem,  to  the  annual  amooBt 
of  the  interest.  When  this  debt  is  paid  off,  if 
this  sum  is  reinvested  in  the  coontry,  we  sitaZI 
contribute  to  them  tba  amount  of  this  interest ; 
but  there  Is  reason  to  expect  that  foreigiien 
will  not  invest  in  any  institutimia  of  the  ^tea. 
The  capital  is  attracted  here  by  a  [wofitaAile 
investment  in  public  stocks  of  the  Govennnent^ 
on  the  faith  of  which  they  rely.  They  have  no 
confidence  in  local  institutions.  If  twen^ 
millions  were  withdrawn  too  suddenly,  it 
might  disturb  the  circulating  medium,  arad, 
thereby,  the  trade  and  commerce,  as  well  m 
the  value  of  pn^rty.  I  wish  the  public  debt 
paid  off,  as  fast  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  I  think 
the  rate  of  ten  millions  a  year  is  nq|Ad  eaaa^b, 
and  ought  not  to  be  accelerated. 

The  sentieman  says  there  is  a  balance  of 
four  m'ilfioos,  at  all  times,  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  use  of  which  that  inatitntioa 
enjoys  gratuitously.  It  ia  true,  the  bank  re- 
ceives, in  depont,  at  different  {daces,  the  iriwle 
revenue  of  the  Government,  which  tbey  pay 
out  to  the  order  of  tike  Treasury,  as  it  is  caDed 
for,  to  meet  the  qjpropriations ;  that  about  a 
quarter  of  the  amount,  varying  from  three  to 
five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in  ad- 
vance ;  the  use  of  which,  he  supposes,  is  a 
boon  to  the  bank,  and  without  equivalent.  If 
we  had  a  Treasury  of  our  own,  we  mnst  always 
have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  advance. 
That  must  lie  idle  and  unemployed  in  our  aii- 
fers.  That  immense  sum  must  be  tmsted  to 
the  integrity  of  a  single  individual,  and  must 
pass  throorii  tiie  hands  of  twenf^  irreqponriUe 
a||eat8.  Disbursements  most  be  made,  hMuu 
discharged,  and  pen8i(»iB  paid,  at  Tariow 
points.  It  would  require  a  ccHnplicated  ma> 
chinery ;  and,  even  then,  expenses  and  losBsa 
would  be  incurred,  and  inconvodawes  experi- 
enced.   I  believe  the  bank  a  necessary  »• 

Kndage  of  the  Treasury,  which,  besides  aflbrd- 
^  a  sound  currency  for  the  payment  of  du- 
ties, facility  of  exchange,  and  transraisglon  by 
checks,  perfcM-me,  wiwont  compensation,  and 
without  loss,  all  the  moneyed  operaticms  of  the 
Government.  Is  it  nothing  Uiat  we  have  a 
safe  depository,  and  a  responsible  agent  t  Is 
security  and  accommodation  nothing  ?  We  are 
large  stockholders  onrselves,  and  partake,  to 
that  extent,  in  any  pn^t  it  may  ^ve.  Bnt^ 
sir,  how  infinitely  more  important  most  this 
institution  become  in  time  of  war.  Bendo^ 
this  balance  is  always  appropriated,  and  no 
longer  the  tand  of  the  nation.  It  is  deponted 
for  those  who  have  a  right  to  recdve  it,  and 
that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end  <d  the  year,  and 
liable  to  be  drawn  at  any  time. 

The  gentieman  from  Missouri,  in  looking  f<^ 
ward  to  the  extinguishment  d  this  dera^  has 
broached  new  and  dangerous  doctrines,  which 
go  to  the  foundation  of  all  protection,  and,  car- 
ried into  effect,  would  ruin  this  or  any  othor 
country.  I  hope  I  mismiderstood  him.  But 
what  he  has  sou  toaehea  me  la  a  teik^  poln^ 
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and  I  cannot  permit  it  to  pass.  It  is  sud  in 
terms  that  mark  deliberation — and  it  is  dis- 
tinctly annoanced— that  these  principles  are  to 
form  the  distinctive  lines  between  the  great 
parties  that  are  to  divide  the  politicitms  of  this 
ooantry. 

He  says:  "I  am  for  abolishing  duties  in 
toto,  as  soon  u  the  public  debt  Is  pud  off,  npon 
all  articlet  of  prime  necesdfy,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, which  are  not  made  at  home,  or  not  made 
in  suffident  qoanti^  to  merit  national  protec- 
tion."   Andf  to  make  his  views  more  intelliei- 
ble,  he  adds,  "salt,  sagar,  blanketo,  flannelHt 
present  another  class  of  necessaries  and  cora- 
forts,  t^n  which  some  diversity  of  opinion 
may-  arise ;  they  ore  necessaries  of  life,  and 
partly  made  at  home,  bat  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  answer  the  public  demand."  If 
nrom  this  is  to  be  inferred,  that  these  articles 
do  not  deserve  the  national  protection,  because 
they  do  not  supply  the  pnblic  demand — and  the 
prelecting  duties  are,  conseijaently,  to  be  re- 
moved— and  this  is  to  constitute  the  line  be- 
tween the  parties,  I  have  no  heidtfitaon  In  say- 
ing on  what  side  of  that  line  I  shall  be  found. 
Tms  doctrine  followed  out  to  its  consequences, 
vonld  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  ba^ng,  iron, 
lead,  and  almost  every  article,  agriciUtarol  and 
manufacturing,  which  is  now  the  object  of  na- 
tional protection. 

The  anticipation  of  the  surplus  revenue  has 
already  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress two  modes  of  employing  the  money. 
The  one  is  to  apply  it,  annually,  to  the  great 
improvements  of  every  kind,  in  their  proper 
oraer,  to  faoUitato  the  interconrse  and  the  com- 
munications between  the  States;  the  other 
propOMS  to  divide  the  sum  among  the  several 
States^  according  to  population.  It  is  too  soon 
to  enter  upon  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
mtenu.  1  greaUy  prefer  the  former,  because 
X  believe  the  States  incompetent  to  the  great 
national  works  that  are  necessary  to  oouieet 
the  several  parts  of  the  Union. 

Bst,  if  tue  mq'ority  of  the  people  should 
eventually  decide  against  the  expediency  of 
parEoing  the  great  systom  of  improvement,  I 
greatly  prefer  the  distribution  among  the 
States,  to  the  abolition  of  duties :  and  if  we 
^oold  ew  determine — which  I  hope  we  shall 
not^to  f(»ego  the  general  system,  I  have  no 
heatation  in  saying,  that  the  most  benefi<»al 
coraequences  may  resnlt,  even  by  the  direction 
of  the  States,  in  establiuiing  permanent  funds 
for  edaeatiott — rendering  that  cheap  and  ao- 
CMrible  to  all  classes ;  and  by  Judicious  appli- 
cation to  objects  of  public  usefidness.  Ii  it 
was  for  no  other  purp(Me  than  to  levy  a  Amd 
for  the  support  of  the  State  Govemments,  it 
Tonld  be  udnitdy  superior  to  the  abtdition  of 
duties. 

This  f^d,  distributed  among  tiie  States,  ac- 
cording to  population,  will  enable  each  State  to 
dispense  with  direct  taxation.  Their  taxes  are 
levied  only  on  property,  while  capital  stock  and 
iBoone  an  exempt,    Tbxmo  m  the  United 


States  fall  equally  upon  the  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  res- 
olutions. I  am  satisfied  to  leave  this  subject 
to  the  committee,  believiog  they  will  disap- 
prove all  the  oltlects  contemplated  by  them. 

[Mr.  Bbbton  sidd  he  thought  the  genttoman 
from  Louisiana  bad  fidlen  into  an  error  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  millions.  He  fbnud,  ^rj  t^ie  law 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  sum 
of  M|000,000  wastoremuuin  tiie  Treasury  over 
and  above  the  appropriations  of  Congress.  It^ 
therefore,  could  not  be  diipoaed  <tf,  as  the  genp 
tieman  supposed.] 

Mr.  Macon  sdd  that,  as  he  had  understood 
it,  this  was  merely  a  motion  for  inquiry.  Ke 
^d  not  accede  to  the  proposition,  that,  if  the 
public  debt  was  paid  OS^  it  would  reduce  the 
capital  of  tiie  country.  The  public  debt  was 
like  a  private  debt  If  be  should  give  his  bond 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  he  believed  that,  if  he  did 
not  pay  it  when  he  was  able,  it  would  never  he 
paid.  It  waswith  a  nationaswithanindividnaL 
If  we  do  not  pay  our  public  debt  when  we  have 
money,  there  is  no  certain^  that  it  will  ever 
be  paid.  The  difference  between  them  was, 
that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  tiie  public  debt 
was  liquidated,  the  taxes  upon  the  people  would 
be  reduoed,  and  they  would  have  more  money 
at  home.  He  had  long  thought  there  was  a 
strong  party  in  the  country,  which  did  not  want 
the  public  debt  paid  off.  Kot  in  the  adminia- 
trauon,  but  in  the  Le^latnre ;  and  that  party 
was  for  spending  the  money  of  the  country  for 
all  kinds  of  projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to 
the  public  debt.  It  was  just  as  it  was  with  in- 
dividuals who  spnt  all  their  income  and  n^ 
lected  their  debts;  and  it  could  not  lead  to 
beneficial  results.  England  might  have  pidd  off 
her  debt  more  than  onca  if  they  had  f<Mlowed 
a  prudent  oourse.  For  bimsel^  be  wished  to 
see  the  pnUIo  debt  dlsohaiged.  We  shall  not 
alwaya  go  on  as  at  present.  There  will  come  a 
time  for  war.  We  are  continually  preparing 
for  it;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  snail  go  to 
war.  He  bad  been  a  long  time  desirous  to  see 
some  more  direct  means  taken  for  paying  the 
debt  of  the  Kation,  but  be  began  to  despair ; 
and  now,  instead  of  calculating  upon  its  being 
done,  he  did  not  know  as  that  happy  event 
would  ever  take  place. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

TmrnsDAT,  March  9. 
ViMiUm  at  WMt  Point 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Mlitary  Establiehment 
for  the  year  1828 ;  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbano^ 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  1 ,600  dollars  fbr 
the  expenses  of  Visitors  to  tiie  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  HiRBiBON  made  some  explanations,  as  to 
the  rnmparative  expenditure  of  former  years 
and  the  present  time.  He  said  that,  formeriy, 
very  Uttle  elae  Imt  the  tcaaq^ortatum  ot  th* 
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baggage  of  officers  was  sobject  of  charge,  on  ao- 

oount  of  this  viritadoo.  As  civilians  had  lat- 
terly been  dioeen  as  the  Yiutors,  and  some  of 
them  residing  at  a  great  diatanoe,  the  paTment 
IMF  their  traTdling  expenses  had  bwcIIm  the 
amount  to  the  anm  at  present  required^ 

Hr.  WmTB  said  that  his  chief  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  there  was  no  law 
creating  the  officers  to  whom  it  was  paid.  He 
knew  of  no  law  which  created  soch  aa  officer 
as  a  Visitor  of  the  West  Point  Academy  and 
he  considered  that,  when  anj  office  or  commia- 
taon  beoune  snfficientlj  important  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation 
UU,  it  ODffht  to  be  supported  by  the  anthoritr 
c^ukw.  The  expense  lor  this  olfjeot  had  swell- 
ed from  SOO  to  upwards  of  2,000  dollars,  and 
bad,  therefor^  become  an  item  worthy  of  at- 
tention. Until  the  law  appointed  the  officers, 
explained  the  dntaes,  and  fixed  the  manner  and 
rate  oT  their  comp^uation,  there  angkt  to  be  no 
specific  iq>[»opriation  for  the  purpose.  If  this 
provinon  was  striokw  out,  it  woald  not  have 
the  e&ct  of  prerenting  the  Tintation,  as  the 
matter  would  remain  an  it  was  before.  It  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  send  YiHtors^ 
and  it  might  be  done  aa  before. 

Kr.  NoBLB  tpoke  in  oppoeitaon  to  the  motion. 
It  bad  been  staled,  he  said,  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning the  ^^>diiting  and  paying  the  Visitors 
to  the  Military  Academy  was  an  assumption  of 
power.  If  it  was  so,  Om^^ress  had  to  oomplain 
of  itaelil  Ibo  power  had  been  employed  for 
years,  and  must  nave  been  within  the  knowledge 
of  Congress.  VhT,  then,  if  it  was  an  aaaump- 
tion  of  power,  had  not  Congress  interposed  to 
preTCDt  its  oontintiance  ?  It  had  also  been  said, 
that  a  system  of  feroritism  was  practised  at  the 
Academy:  and  he  bad  heanl  of  well-born  sons 
being  preferred  to  others.  If  such  was  the  case, 
be  wished  another  resolution  might  be  intro- 
dooed,  to  inquire  who  created  the  system  of  fa- 
voritism. It  would  be  found  that  members  of 
Congress  were  at  the  bottom  of  it.  They  ought 
not  to  diield  themselves.  Call  tot  the  nameL 
ei^  Mr.  K.,  of  those  who  hare  reoonunended 
eadet&  and  yon  win  find  that  mon&ws  ot  Con- 
gress nave  had  more  to  do  with  this  scandal 
about  weU-b<mi  sons  than  any  one  else.  It 
(mght  to  be  inquired  into,  and  this  imputation 
not  allowed  to  go  out  to  the  people,  to  create  a 
'udice  against  the  Administration.  Bespoke 
^h  terms  of  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  If  this  appropriation  was  thrown  oat, 
it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  gentlemen 
Eopposed.  It  woold  not  be  as  it  was  formerly. 
It  would  show  the  Secretary  tiiat  this  was  an 
expenditare  which  Congreasdid  not  approve,  be- 
cause it  was  not  in  the  spirit  of  retrenchment, 
of  which  th^  had  heard  so  much.  This  was 
<me  <rf  the  continual  and  continued  attempts  to 

Eut  down  the  iraent  AdnUntstoaticHi,  whidi  he 
elieved  to-be  the  best  in  the  fcnovn  world.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  complained  of 
the  amount  of  expense  for  this  visitation,  he 
oeold  inform  hhn  that  the  most  expensive  Board 


Yidtors  liad  been  that  OTor  whSeh  the  preeeat 
Governor  of  Tetuessee  predded.  That  ^ntle- 
man  bad  thought  it  his  province  to  give  dinnen, 
fur  which  Kr.  N.  did  not  blame  him,  bat  <mif 
mentioned  it  to  show  who  enoonraged  &e  ex- 
travagance, if  such  it  was  to  be  considered,  of 
tlie  Visitors  of  West  PoinL  He  should  go  fir 
the  whole  appropriati<H),  and  regretted  that  tbe 
motion  had  oeen  made,  because  it  nd^fc  ba 
cmistrQed  as  a  reflection  upon  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  War  Department. 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Muyland,  said  that  tbe  ood- 
tingent  fond  of  the  War  Department  had  vni- 
formly  been  10,000  dollars,  and  the  expeaaa  of 
the  visiton  had  bew  paid  out  of  it.  Tbe  aam 
for  thdr  expenses  had  of  late  years  become  ao 
Uu^,  that  the  Secretary  tbon^it  it  had  better 
be  supplied  by  n>edfic  ai^n^tation.  He  had 
asked  far  8,000  dollars,  but  tbe  oth^  Honae  had 
cut  it  down  to  1,600.  The  Becretaty  had  also 
a^ed  for  16,000  dollars  for  the  contingent 
trnii.  The  House  had  reduced  tbat  sum  to 
10,000  dollars.  If^  now,  this  proTisitm  were 
denied,  and  the  Secretary  were  to  pay  the 
Visitors  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  it  wonH  be 
reduced  to  7,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Chaitdlbb  observed  that  he  had  at  find 
hem  in  fitvor  of  making  and  retaining  600  dot- 
luB  for  tills  purpose ;  Imt,  under  tbe  c<»iaider»- 
tion  that  tiiese  officoB  were  not  ^>p«nted  If 
law,  he  sboold  vote  for  the  present  motion. 

Hr.  HoIiAHX  rose  to  ask  for  infonnatkm,  as 
to  the  reason  for  the  increase  of  this  expenditare^ 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
He  was  in  &vor  of  tbe  examinations  of  tbe 
^Utary  Academy,  bat  was  far  from  being 
satisfied  that  this  appropriation  was  necessary. 
As  far  as  he  had  received  information,  the  ap- 
propriation was  altogether  too  large.  It  was 
dimcalt  to  account  for  the  augmentaUon  of  the 
expense  which  had  grown  ap  from  year  to 
year.  He  wished  to  know  why  the  sum  for 
this  expenditure  should  be  greater  in  1826  tins 
it  Vila  m  1836.  He  thought  if  the  oonlingeot 
fund  could  supply  tins  fond  foimeriy,  it  eoaU 
now  be  drawn  iram  the  same  aonroe.  Ha 
would  also  ask  the  Chidrman  of  the  Gommittea 
of  nnanc&  on  what  ground  16,000  doUara  mn 
asked  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  contingent 
fond,  and  &,000for  this  purpose — thus  sweuing 
tbe  demand  of  tbe  Department  to  18,000  doi- 
lora.  He  merely  rose  to  ask  for  infiHniatioa  OB 
these  heads. 

Hr.  WooDBTTBT  sfud,  that  the  question  wai, 
whether  tbe  Senate  would  appropriate  $11,600 
instead  of  $10,000,  without  information  as  tn 
the  canse  of  this  increase  of  expenditnre. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  a^pn^riation,  it  was  rejected. 

Hr.  Wmn  then  renewed  us  motion  to  strika 
out  "  1,000,**  to  as  to  rednoe  the  snm  to  $600^ 
and  tbe  question  hAog  taken,  was  decided  ia 
the  negative, 

Hr.  Cobs  moved  to  amend  the  1st  seetionof 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  10,000  dollar^  (Oo 
contingent  fond,)  aiu  insert  8,600  dollars. 
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Mr.  Knre  Biud,  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
woold  withdraw  his  motioD,  he  would  more  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  striking  oat  the  whole 
appropriation ;  having  Toted  for  that  motion, 
he  would  remark,  that  he  did  it  with  the  hope 
that  a  smaller  sam  woald  be  fixed  apOD.  That 
not  having  been  done,  he  ohoee  rather  to  strike 
oat  the  whoto,  than  Tote  fiv  the  sdib  of  1,000 
dollars. 

The  motion  to  reoondder  was  n^ted. 


KoNDAT,  March  10. 
Claimt  of  South  Carolina. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  HA-nnc,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  agunst  the  OoTemmentof  the  United 
States. 

The  report  the  MilitarT-  Conmiittee  on 
that  snbiect,  havlD;  bem  read,  at  the  request 
of  Kr.  Uathb, 

Hr.  Habbisov  (Ohalrman  of  the  Committee) 
brieflj-  expbdned  the  merits  of  the  bill  The 
report  Jost  read,  said  he,  had  gone  so  exten- 
Av^j  into  the  suljeot,  that  it  was  hardly 
neoeeaary  for  him  to  enter  on  it  at  large.  The 
aeooont  upon  which  the  chum  of  South  Caro- 
lina was  predicated,  contained  a  great  many 
items ;  the  principu  of  which,  having  been 
^owed  by  trie  General  Government,  pnt  the 
subject  of  interest  entirely  at  rest ;  there  being 
no  question  but  that,  on  the  money  actually 
allowed,  and  paid  to  the  State,  interest  was  justly 
dae.    The  oases  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
who  had  been  allowed  interest  by  Congress  for 
advances  made  by  them,  were  somewhat  dif- 
ffwent  in  detail,  though  not  in  prinei|^  South 
Oandina  had  entered  into  Ihese  expenses  for  the 
d^mee  cf  the  country,  without  having  any 
previous  bargun  with  the  General  Qovem- 
ment   Vii^ia  and  Pennsylvania,  upon  a  call 
made  upon  their  patriotism,  borrowed  money 
from  the  B^ks,  which  they  expended  in  the 
swice  of  the  oountiy,  and  it  was  becande 
interest  had  hew  piUd  by  them,  for  the  aoms  so 
hcHTOwed,  that  intneat  was  aUowed  them  on 
their  advances. 

The  case  of  South  Carolina  was  nearly  similar 
to  that  of  those  two  States.  She  did  not 
borrow  the  money,  to  be  sure,  which  she 
advanced;  hut  she  had  a  fund  producing  an 
intoest  <a  19  per  cent,  per  annnm,  which, 
wititont  any  heatetion,  she  impropriated,  when 
danger  threatened.  The  committee  were  there- 
fore of  opimiHi,  that  equal  justice  ought  to  be 
meted  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which 
had  twen  meted  to  Yii^ia  and  Pennsylvania, 
the  actual  loss  of  interest  b^ng  the  same,  in 
effect,  as  the  actoal  payment  of  interest  In 
relati<Ri  to  another  item  of  the  account,  viz: 
for  cannon-balls  fomished  by  the  State,  it  was 
neoeesary,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  the  IwUs  should  be  procured  at 
all  events.  The  General  Government  was 
unaUe  to  ftimish  tlum,  and  th^  v«e  oast  at 


[SnATK, 

the  expense  of  the  State.  The  enemy  not 
having  made  the  expected  attack,  they  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  then  the  Gov- 
ernment refused  to  receive  them,  because  they 
had  not  been  made  of  the  proper  raze.  Another 
item  was  for  the  transportation  of  ba^age, 
which  had  been  r^ected,  becaose  it  had  been 
castMoarr  to  allow  no  more  than  eis^t  wagons 
to  a  reriment.  Without  their  having  the 
means  of  ascertdning  how  many  wagons  were 
necessary,  in  the  peculiar  case  of  the  State  of 
8.  C,  whether  eight  or  nine,  the  committee 
could  see  no  reason  why  she  Aonld  not  be 
allowed  this  item  as  well  as  for  the  cannon-balls, 
since  she  had  actually  expended  the  money  in 
both  oases.  He  had  seen  operations  where  40 
wagons  would  hardly  be  sufficient  for  a  regi- 
ment. There  were  some  other  small  items, 
said  Mr.  H.,  and  one  of  $— —  for  blankets. 
With  regard  to  his  last,  he  would  observe  that 
the  troops  of  the  State  had  been  called  out  in  a 
very  inclement  season,  and  the  State,  finding 
that  blankets  were  afasolatelj  neoeesary,  had 
ftiraiahed  them.  The  committee,  however,  not 
finding  any  ineoedent  for  an  allowance  oi  fUa 
kind,  did  not  think  i>roper  to  sanction  it. 

Mr.  Chaxdlkr  wished  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  to  receive  the  same  justice  which 
had  been  granted  to  other  States,  and  no 
more.  He  was  not  well  informed  what  had 
been  allowed  in  other  oases;  but,  from  what 
he  did  understand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  that 
the  State  of  S.  C.  had  a  fund  vested  in  bank 
stock,  which,  without  having  t>een  called  on  by 
the  United  Stetes,  she  expended  in  her  own 
defence.  He  objected  to  the  claim  for  psy  of 
the  staff  officers,  as  he  believed  it  had  never 
been  the  practice  of  the  Govenunent  to  allow 
pay  to  omoers  of  a  State  to  carry  on  its 
own  operaticnis.  Vfiih  reqteot  to  the  charge 
made  ror  cannon-baUs,  the  State,  he  sidd,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an 
attitude  of  defence,  and  was  therefore  perfect^ 
right  in  procuring  those  balls.  She  had  them 
on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  if  they 
did  not  answer  the  calibre  of  the  United  States, 
and  did  that  of  South  Carolina,  she  ought  to 
have  retcuned  them  for  purposes  of  her  own 
defence.  As  to  wagons,  he  believed  the  rule 
had  been  to  allow  them  in  reason.  If  any 
State  had  been  allowed  as  many  as  South 
Carolina  charged  for,  he  should  not  be  disposed 
to  oliject  to  the  aUowanee.  Whatever  had 
been  the  castonif  in  ^Uar  eases^  be  waa 
disposed  to  accede  to,  in  the  present  one 

Mr.  Hatkb  entered  into  the  m^ts  of  this 
bill :  exhibiting  in  a  dear  and  strong  point  of 
view,  the  justice  of  the  clum,  which  the  State 
he  represented  in  part  has  upon  the  General 
Government.  Mr.  H.  showed  that  South 
Carolina  was  in  an  exposed  stete,  and  that 
when  the  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coast, 
and  the  Greneral  Government  without  money  or 
arms,  that  she  came  forward  without  asking 
terms,  and  took  the  money  wUch  she  had  vested 
in  bink,  yiddiog  her  IS  per  cent  aa  everj 
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dollar,  and  loaned  it  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  H.  answered  all  the  several  in- 
quiries and  Buggeiitions  made  in  relation  to  this 
business;  showing  the  condact  of  his  estate,  as 
St  once  disinterested,  patriotic,  and  worthy  of 
iroitaUon, 

Ur.  McLak*  eaid :  The  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na was  entitled,  ou  every  prindple  of  equity  and 
Justice,  to  receive  the  amonnt  claimed  by  ber. 
A  distinction  had  been  drawn  between  the 
debta  due  by  ttie  United  States  to  individnals, 
and  to  States;  and  to  individuals,  interest  is 
not  allowed  by  the  Government  on  the  amonnt 
fonnd  to  be  due  them.  What  is  the  principle, 
he  asked,  on  which  interest  is  refused  to  indi- 
viduals) It  is  one  to  which  be  could  not  sub- 
scribe, though  the  precedent  bad  become  so 
strong  as  not  now  to  be  shaken.  It  is  refused 
to  individuals,  said  he,  on  the  principle  tbat  the 
Government  is  always  prepared  to  pay  them 
their  just  demands,  and  therefore,  ought  not  to 
be  bound  to  pay  interest  on  money  waiting 
their  disposal. 

But  that  principle  did  not  apply  to  advances 
made  by  States  to  ud  the  pnbhc  exigencies  of 
tiie  country,  when  the  wneral  Government 
was  unable  to  provide  for  that  particular 
exigency.  The  principle,  said  Mr.  McL.,  has 
already  been  c»<tablishisl,  that  States  should  bo 
allowed  interest  on  the  advances  made  by 
them  for  the  service  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, Here,  then,  was  a  strong  case  of  that 
kind.  Money  had  actually  been  advanced  by 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Gdvemraent.  Wherein,  he  asked, 
did  this  case  diifer  from  those  of  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Xew  York,  as  argued  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  t  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  have  peribnned  those  services  and  made 
those  advances,  made  and  performed  by  those 
States ;  having  n^lected  so  to  do,  those  States 
stepped  forward  and  made  the  advances  re- 
quired ;  and  were  paid,  not  only  the  sums  so 
advanced  by  them,  bnt  the  interest  on  the 
money  they  had  borrowed  for  that  purpose. 
Now,  sir,  we  have  adopted  the  principle,  that 
wherever  a  State  has  paid  interest  on  such 
advance  made  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  the 
advance  made ;  and  it  is  on  this  nrinciple  that 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  should  he  paid  for 
the  loss  incnrred  by  ber,  for  her  loss  has  been 
twelve  per  cent  interest,  while  she  claims  but 
six.  The  flict  of  the  State's  having  advanced 
a  particular  stock  fund,  instead  of  money,  was 
no  argument  to  his  mind,  why  the  interest 
ahould  not  bo  paid.  Suppose,  said  Ur. 
McLa&-k,  a  Stato  liolils  stock  on  which  she  Is 
receiving  interest.  If  she  borrows  money,  and 
holds  her  stock,  it  is  admitted  she  ought  to  he 
paid  ;  but  if  she  sells  her  stock,  and  advances 
the  money,  interest  is  refused  her.  Tliis  was  a 
doctrine  he  could  not  agree  to.  Is  not  the  loss 
of  the  Stato  the  same,  whether  that  loss  was 
occasioned  by  interest  actually  paid  by  her, 
or  by  the  deprivatitm  ctf  interest  vludi  she 


was  actually  receiving?  If  an  individual,  mi 
Mr.  UcL.,  advances  Bmk  stock  for  tacAa, 
will  not  the  chanodlor  award  him  tlie  Ad. 
amount  of  his  loss}  If  he  sells  his  stock,  mi 
advances  the  money,  is  not  the  case  the  umet 
Ou  every  princ^tle  of  equity  and  juitke,^ 
present  daim  onght  to  be  allowed.  Tmtit 
as  interest  pidd-^Mt  it  m  intereat  loiMnt 
it  as  a  loss  dther  w^,  and  be  did  notice kv 
payment  eotdd  be  avoided.  In  a  case  cf  tUt 
kind,  he  would  make  oomp^ete  and  ftiU  iodtn- 
nity,  and  the  Government  never  can,  s^  it, 
place  itself  In  a  stronger  attitude,  than  to  sij 
to  those  States,  who  are  the  first  to  eoeoaDtv 
the  shock  of  calamity,  if  you  will  vc^nntiiflj' 
step  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  vmtij, 
yon  shall  not  be  placed  in  a  w<nae  ataitim. 


WnunsDAT,  ICordi  12. 

Samub  at  JRw  Orleant. 

On  moti<»i  of  Ifr.  Hakuboh,  the  unfioni- 
ing  for  the  purchase  of  a  rite,  for  the  mctiia 
of  barradu  thereon,  at  Nev  OiMu^  «• 
token  up. 

Mr.  UABBiaov  explained  flie  object  of  ut 
bill,  and  read  several  letters  of  the  Qnartsna^ 
ter  General  npon  the  subject.  It  was  prc^ww 
to  build  bwracks  for  four  companies. 

Mr.  Pabbis  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Miii- 
tary  Committee  whether  it  was  necessuTto 
keep  so  large  a  force  as  four  compaaies  st  at^ 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Uasbison  said  that  two  companies  vo* 
generally  stationed  there,  but  the  number  rt 
now  four.  But,  let  the  number  be  what  * 
might,  the  ezpedienoy  of  building  t*"**^^ 
at  least  four  companies,  could  not  be  doniiWj 
The  dtnation  of  New  Orieana  seemed  to  oB 
for  a  large  military  fwce.  Tl»«e  ""J!!!, 
nnmbers  of  foreigners  oootinnally  in  the 
great  numbers  of  islanders,  amMg  ^^""^Jf?? 
a  lawless  banditti,  sailors  and  negroev*"^ 
iii,  or  resorted  to,  the  city,  and  endangCTw** 
property  of  its  inhabitants — while  a  pej"^ 
quantity  of  property  deposited  bj  other  bw- 
viduals  than  citizens,  than  in  any  other  pM^ 
in  the  Union,  was  always  jeopardiied,  iw" 
secured  by  some  adequate  means.  ^  . 

Mr.  JoHKSTON,  of  Ijoui^ana,  euA  tM*  7* 
amount  of  force  was  always  according  to  *J 
exigency  of  the  time,  and  four  companiM 
generally  be  required  at  New  Orieana 
companies  were  considered  by  the  Coinm«ws- 
in-Cbief  as  necessary  to  be  stationed  al 
post.  Four  <mly  were  qtiartered  in  "'^^ 
and  the  four  others  across  the  lake,  iatvxin 
healthy  position.    He  thought  it  "eeJW^JJ 
Congress  to  interfere  in  the  details  "f  oe«^ 
taken  by  the  Department    If  ^^'fSjS 
partment  stationed  the  troope  as  itjo^S^^^ 
It  was  not  requiate  for  Congress  to  '"jjjj^ 
There  was  no  force  on  the  coast,  ft"" 
four  hundred  miles,  and  these  ^fl^ 
alwi^  readjr  to  be  detailed  to  taj 
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where  they  migbt  be  needed.   It  was  a  ceotral 
position,  and  iDtelligence  of  mj  emergency 
would  immediately  reach  New  Orleans.  It 
waSj  also,  the  most  expoeed  sitnation  In  the 
eonntrj.   There  were  alwi^s  about  4,000  sail- 
ors in  the  harbor,  and  generally  three  hondred 
Bqnare-rig^ed  Teasels.    Besides  these,  there 
were  always  a  great  nmnber  of  Eentncky  boats 
at  the  wharves,  and  thoosanda  of  pirates  and 
reuegadoes  from  the  islands  resorted  there.  It 
was  within  a  short  time  that  the  papers  were 
filled  with  aeooonts  of  attempts  to  fire  Uie  city, 
and  not  mly  the  whole  police  was  colled  to 
act,  bnt  a  military  guard  was  considered  neces- 
sary in  eTery  square.   The^  had  already  seen 
an  attempt,  at  a  former  penod,  at  an  insnrreo- 
tion  by  the  nmnerons  oladk  population.  All 
these  oonsideratiotts,  with  that  of  the  safety  of 
pablic  proper^,  made  it  necessary  to  station 
fonr  companies  at  Kew  Orleans.  The  Govern- 
ment would  lose  nothing  by  the  erectimi  at  the 
barraclo,  as  the  gronnd  on  which  the  fbrmer 
buildings  stood,  sold  Ibr  double  the  amount 
which  the  proposed  buildings  wwild  cost. 

Mr.  BsxTox  stud  that  our  army  consisted  of 
6,000  men,  who  must  be  stationed  somewhere. 
Wherever  they  were  posted  they  most  be  shel- 
tered, and  he  thought  the  □□healthiness  of  the 
climate  at  New  Orleans  was  an  additional  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  this  biU.    Experience  had 
shown  that  the  erection  of  barracks  was  econ- 
omy, when  compared  to  the  expense  of  hiring 
build  inga.   The  latter  had  been  practised  at  St. 
Louis,  and  had  been  found  to  be  very  expen- 
dve,  as  wdl  as  inconvenient    It  was  well 
kaown  that  troops  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  dis- 
tanoe^  instead  of  being  mixed  up  with  the  pop- 
ulation of  a  town.  Barracks  had  been  erected 
at  St  Louis,  and  the  same  movision  was  now 
asked  for  at  Kew  Orlews.   It  was  not  for  the 
Senate  now  to  inouire  whether  the  troops  were 
properly  stationed — that  dnty  belonged  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  if  he  chose 
to  station  four  companies  at  Kew  Orleans,  Con- 
grees  could  not  do  less  than  provide  barracks 
to  shelter  them.    He  considered  it  settled  as 
ft  part  of  the  policy  of  the  country,  that 
troops  should  be  stationed  at  Kew  Orleans. 
On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  several  years 
ttDoe,  the  Government  was  petitioned  not  to 
leave  the  titj  destitute  <^  defence;  and  the 
Teasons  (^rea  were  then  aatis&cton^  to  his 
v&ai  that  a  connderable  permanent  mrce  waa 
required  at  that  point  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  this  was  acknowl- 
edged to  be  one  of  the  most  defenceless,  and 
the  most  exposed  to  contingencies  which  might 
call  for  the  presence  of  military  force.  There 
was  no  pn^xxition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Kew  Orleans ;  but  to  erect  suitable 
buildings  for  those  alreiady  posted  there.  He 
TH  in  fiivor  of  the  ^propriation,  as  necessary 
for  the  safe^  of  the  ci^,  and  as  a  matter  of 
pccmnwDt  ecanomy. 


HSbratk 

Ur.  JoimsTOH,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that, 
whether  this  bill  passed  or  not,  it  wonid  not 
affect  the  disposition  of  the  United  States 
troops.  They  had  been  stationed  there  fur  the 
last  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  r^ected  the 
officers  and  soldiers  would  be  as  they 

now  were,  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  very 
inconveniently  dispersed  from  each  other.  Be- 
sides, if  this  appropriation  was  refused,  the 
soldiers  would  be  exposed  to  the  yellow  fever, 
by  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gentleman 
firom  Maine  had  fidlen  into  a  great  error,  in 
Bupponng  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Gov- 
ernment to  withdraw  the  troops  when  the  bar- 
racks were  sold.  The  sale  was  made  at  the 
application  of  the  citizens — as  the  barracks 
occupied  a  part  of  the  city  which  was  con- 
venient for  business ;  while,  higher  up  the 
river,  vessels  could  not  come  in  on  account  of 
the  immense  batteries  which  defended  the  land 
from  the  Misnarippi.  It  was  sni^Mwed  that  the 
sale  wonld  produce  a  sufficient  sum  to  build 
barracks  in  some  other  part  of  the  city,  leas 
valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  There  was 
another  consideration  in  favor  of  erecting  har- 
racks  capable  of  quartering  fonr  companies  at 
least  m  case  of  actual  service,  they  would 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  serve  as  a  hos- 
pital for  the  sick.  He  had  seen  a  hospital  in 
Kew  Orleans,  containing  800  sick,  cbicfiy  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  militia.  Another  error 
wliidi  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Pabbu) 
had  fallen  into,  was  the  supposition  that  the 
troops  might  be  stationed  m  the  forts.  The 
forts  were  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  coromuni- 
cstion  with  the  dty;  hence  the  soldiers,  in- 
toided  fhr  the  defSenoe  and  security  of  the  ci^, 
wouldbeofnoservicethere.  Hecouldnotdonbi 
that  the  various  considerations  in  favor  of  tiiiis 
hill  wonld  ensure  a  favorable  decision  upon  it 

Mr.  Habbison  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
87,968  dollars;  which  waa  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Setolutionary  Offieen. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  providing  for  certain  snrviving  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army ;  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Hathe,  of  South  Carolina,  to  fill  the  Uanfe 
with  $800,000,  pending. 

Vi.  Bell  s^d  that  the  surviving  officers  ni 
the  Revolutionary  army  claimed  the  perform- 
ance ^  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  life— made 
to  them  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  Octo- 
ber 21,  1780.  They  contended  tiiat  this  pr(»n- 
ise  was  performed  only  in  part  by  tlio  commu- 
tation of  five  years'  full  pay,  which  was  subse- 
quently given  them  as  an  equivalent  for  their 
half  pay  for  life ;  and  they  now  ask  a  second 
commutation  to  make  up  the  alleged  deficiency 
in  the  first  The  committee  to  whom  this  sub- 
ject was  referred,  has  made  a  re^rt  in  con- 
formity to  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  This 
report  allies  tiiat  the  commutation  of  five 
years'  full  pay  given  to  these  officers  as  an 
eqnivaleiU  vx  mas  half  pay,  was  not  an  ado* 
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qoate  compensatioa  for  it;  nod  that  ^ere  is 
DOW  due  to  them  a  som  eqiul  to  two  years*  fUl 
pay.  This  bill  makes  proTidon  for  the  psy- 
inent  of  that  sura.  If  the  view  which  the 
committee  has  tokea  of  this  subject  be  correct, 
the  claim  of  these  officers  is  just,  and  ought  to 
be  paid.  But  I  cannot  yield  my  araent  to  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  on  which  the  commit- 
tee have  founded  their  opinions,  or  to  the  Just- 
ness of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn 
from  those  facts.  It  is  the  object  of  the  few 
remarks  which  I  am  about  to  moke,  to  stoto 
the  reasons  which  have  brought  me  to  a  result 
on  this  question,  directly  the  reverse  of  that  to 
which  the  committee  have  arrived.  The  offi- 
cers admit,  that  in  consequence  of  an  utptk*- 
tioD  from  them,  Congress  m  1788  ofi^«a  them 
five  years'  foil  pay  as  a  oomniutation  for  their 
half  pay  for  life— that  they  accepted  this  offer, 
received  the  obligations  of  the  Government  for 
it ;  and  that  those  obligations  have  been  since 
paid.  But  they  contond  that  the  acceptance 
and  payment  of  this  commutation  did  not  dis- 
charge the  Government  from  its  promise,  be- 
cause, as  they  allege,  they  did  not  Toluntorily 
accept  this  commutation,  and  that  it  was  not 
an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  life,  A 
sufficient  attention  to  tbe  facts  will  show  that 
both  these  as.sertionB  of  the  oflBcers  which  have 
been  adopted  by  the  oommittee,  are  nnfounded. 
The  direct  evidence  of  a  vohmtary  acceptance 
d  the  ocanmatatiiHi  by  the  officers,  is  of  the 
moat  omclurive  character.  The  officers  so- 
Ucited  a  commutation  for  their  half  pay. 
"Vhen  five  years'  iiill  pi^  was  offered  them  as 
a  conmrntatioD,  they  accepted  it  This  direct 
evidence  of  a  Tolnntary  accepbmoe,  (and  no 
evidence  could  be  more  conclusive,)  is  corrob- 
orated by  indirect  evidence  deserving  much 
connderation.  The  application  to  Congress  for 
a  commutation,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  commutation  offered,  was  undoubtedly 
known  to  every  officer  in  the  army.  It  was  a 
subject  of  great  interest  to  ^1,  and  must  have 
been  a  subject  of  general  conversation  among 
them.  It  is  impossible  to  believe,  that,  if  any 
eondderable  nomber  of  the  officers  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  commutation  offered,  they 
would  not  have  remonsb^ed  against  it ;  and 

S laced  on  the  records  of  Congress  some  evi- 
ence  of  their  belief  that  iqinstice  was  done 
them,  as  a  foundation  for  a  nitnre  qtplication 
for  redress.  There  is  no  evidence,  nor  even  a 
traditionary  rumor,  that  any  of  the  officers  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  commutation  given  them.  It 
seems  to  have  been  at  the  time  so  entirely  sat- 
isfactory that  not  a  single  murmur  of  dissatis- 
^tion  was  heard.  For  the  next  twenty-seven 
years,  no  complaint  was  heard  from  any  one  of 
this  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  officers, 
who  had  accepted  this  commutation,  that  it 
was  not  a  &ir  equivalent  for  their  ludf  pay,  or 
that  then:  acceptance  (Hf  it  was  not  Toluntary. 
On  what  known  prindple  of  human  action  are 
we  to  account  for  this  long  silence,  uid  the  de- 
lay <^  these  officers  in  asserting  thrar  dainu,  if 


they  had  believed  them  to  be  wdl  foradeil 
I  can  find  nosatiafaetny  reaacn  ocmisteat  with 
the  jastioB  of  their  clidina.    Daring  all  Hm 
time,  this  GoTemment  was  adminirtered  by 
their  warmest  friends,  by  their  eorapatrioto  m. 
tbe  revolutionary  struggle ;  by  men  vboan  thtg 
well  knew  would  readily  listen  to  their  es» 
pjUinta,  and  prompUy  redreea  tb«r  tqjorica. 
These  circumstances  establish  the  fact,  tact  tke 
acceptance  of  the  commatation      five  je«s* 
full  pay  as  an  equivalent  for  tbe  half  pay  for 
life,  was  not  only  volnntary,  bnt  aatis&cUvy, 
beyond  aoy  reasonable  doubt.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  acceptance  of  this  commutation  by  tke 
cAoers,  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  free  and 
voluntary  act,  because  Congress  reqnired  only 
the  assent  of  a  m^ority  of  the  several  State 
lines  of  the  amy.  And  it  seraia  to  be  infencd 
that  Congress  intended      this  mens  to  fxm 
pel  the  youn^r  officers  to  accept  as  a  oodwo- 
tation  for  their  half  pay,  what  was  not  in  valne 
an  equivalent  for  it.   This  is  a  very  wei^ty 
charge  against  a  body  of  men  whom  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  revere  as  amongst  tbe 
wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  conducted  tbe 
great  interests  of  our  conntry.   The  cliai^,  if 
well  founded,  must  consign  their  names  to  io- 
£amy.   Bnt  it  is  not  well  founded.    They  are 
not  Justiy  liable  to  this  imputation.   Tfaw  mo- 
tives, in  relation  to  this  oner  <^  a  conuuDtation 
for  half  pay  to  the  Revolntionaiy  officm,  were 
&ir,  ana  their  conduct  jwt  and  bounlile^ 
The  nnwOTthy  suspicions  to  which  I  bare  re- 
ferred, must  have  arisen  from  a  miTrnirprrhm 
«on  of  the  motives  which  induced  Coogreaa  to 
require  the  assent  of  the  officers  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  commutation  offered  by  minorities 
of  their  respective  lines.    The  circumstsDoes 
disclose  satisfactorily  what  these  motives  wem 
The  officers  had  solicited  a  commutation  or 
payment  of  a  gross  sum  in  exchange  for  the 
half  pay  for  life,  which  had  been  pranised 
them.   Congress  was  willing  to  yield  to  their 
solicitations,  bnt  it  was  found  dimcoH  to  efiect 
this  otject,  without  exposing  the  one  party  or 
the  other  to  li^nstice.  The  value  of  the  hidf 
pay  of  no  two  of  the  officers  was  the  same; 
and  it  was  impracticable  to  ^>portioii  the  oen- 
mutation  to  each  individual  cose.   The  offiooa 
as  well  as  Congress,  were  satisfied  that  a  ai»' 
mutation  could  be  eiSected  only  by  fixing  apoa 
an  avera^^  value  of  the  half  pay  of  all  the  <^ 
ccrs.  This  woiUd  secure  the  officers,  as  a  body, 
against  ii^nstice,  but  it  would  not  secure  the 
Government ;  because  if  Congress  offered  this 
average  value  as  a  commntati<m,  without  an 
assurance  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
officers  would  accept  it,  it  might  happen  that 
only  the  old  officers,  or  th<»e  whose  constitn- 
tiona  were  broken  by  diseases  or  wounds, 
would  accept  it.  These  persons  woold  have 
reodved  a  ounmutation  far  beymd  what,  k 
justice,  they  were  entitled  ta  To  gnacd  against 
this  injustice  to  the  public.  Congress  sud  to  the 
officers.  We  will  give  yon  five  years'  full  pi^, 
a  fur  average  value  of  yoor  half  pi^  fiw  fin^  if 
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flo  oon^wible  a  portion  of  7011  irlll  OMuent  to 
aooept  it  as  will  affi»d  a  reasonable  asBoranoe 
tbat  no  oonsiderable  iqjostioe  will  reeolt  to  the 
public  from  oar  <^er.   This  was  the  sole  mo- 
tive -which  induoed  Congress  to  annex  to  their 
offer  the  condition  t^t  the  officers  should  de- 
oide  Ttpon  the  aeceptanoe  of  the  oonunntation, 
1>7  im^orities  in  their  respeotire  lines.  The 
eonditi<Mi  on  which  the  ofibr  was  made,  was 
Jtist  and  reasonable.   Its  object  was  to  guard 
against  ii^astioe,  and  not  to  do  ii^ostioe.  Ko 
possible  i^jnstice  could  resolt  to  the  officers 
from  this  condition.   It  imp^red  none  of  the 
rights  of  the  minority  who  should  not  see  fit 
to  mooejA  t^e  ooomrataUon.  It  was  not  compnl- 
■ory,  nor  did  it  impose  dUier  forfeiture  or  pen- 
altj  npta  those  who  should  jKjeot  t3ie  oSer. 
Their  promise  of  half  pay  for  lUb  roiudned 
equally  obligatory  npon  the  Goremment  as  be- 
fore ;  and  Congress  remained  bonnd  to  provide^ 
and  nndonbtemy  would  haTe  pronded  for  ita 
payment.   All  the  evidence  we  have  on  this 
Bubject,  leads  .to  the  oonclndon  that  the  officers 
accepted  the  commntation,  not  because  they 
were  compelled  to  accept  it,  but  because  they 
tMliered  it  to  be  an  advantage  to  them.  This 
is  evident  from  the  admitted  fact  that  they 
readily  and  generally,  if  not  Duanimonsly,  ac- 
cepted it   Ilie  committee  tolls  ns  that  mi^Jori- 
tUe  in  tb»  Uues  (rf  nine  3tate8  accepted  the 
eommatation.    How  large  those  m^orities 
mre,  does  not  appear ;  that  they  included  aU, 
or  nearly  all,  the  officers,  is  fiirlT  presumable 
from  the  consideration  that  all  did  actaally  ac- 
cept the  commutation ;  and  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  any  objections  were  made  to  its 
aoMptance.   The  officers  of  the  four  remaining 
States  -never  acted  by  lines  on  the  question  of 
the  a^beptance  of  ^e  commutation.  They 
acted  inaividnally  on  this  question,  and  every 
one  of  them,  the  young  as  well  as  the  old,  witii 
the  knowledge  tliat  they  were  at  liberty,  each 
one  for  himself,  to  accept  or  reject  the  commu- 
tation, <^d  accept  it.  Can  evideaoe  oi  a  volun- 
tary aceeptanoe  <tf  tho  commutation,  more  con- 
doriva  than  this,  be  offered  r  It  is  believed  to 
he  imposrible.  Tet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  evi- 
dence oi  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  the  cmn- 
matstioD  of  five  years^  full  pay,  in  exchange 
for  half  pay  for  life,  by  at  least  more  than 
three-#Mirths,  if  not  all  these  officers,  this  bill 
prondes  a  second  commutation  for  all  the  rer- 
olntioiisry  officers,  without  discrimination.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  of  the  advocates  of  this 
bill,  on  what  principle  it  is  that  those  officers 
who  solicited  the  commutation  for  their  half 
pay,  who  volantarily  and  individually,  each 
man  acting  for  himself^  accepted  it,  believing  it 
to  be  a  &ir  equivalent  for  that  half  pay,  is  now 
to  receive  a  second  commutation.  It  certainly 
cannot  be  on  the  ground  mther  of  legal  or 
e^nittble  oU^Eation,  of  which  we  have  lieard 
nnuch  sdd.  It  has  been  said,  that  although 
cirenmstanoee  induced  the  officers  to  receive 
tins  eommatation  voluntarily,  yet  if  it  was  not 
IB  eqdvaleQt  fx  the  half  pay  yielded  up  in  ex- 
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change  for  it,  the  Government  remaiiiB  nndw 
an  equitable  obligation  to  give  them  an  add^ 
tioniu  commntatioq  to  make  good  the  deficiounr. 

Mr.  WooDnuBT  said,  that  the  relation  u 
which  he  stood  to  the  honorable  otfjects  this 
bill,  would  justify  him  in  a  few  remarks  npon 
the  objections  offered  against  it.  But  so  long 
had  the  debate  been  protracted,  he  should  have 
refrained  from  those  remarks  entirely,  had  not 
the  speech  of  his  oolleagne  this  morning  con- 
vinced him,  that  mma  of  the  opposers  of  the 
measure  acted  nnder  a  totsX  misapprehenen(m  aa 
to  a  few  of  the  material  fiacts.  The  principles 
which  should  govern  the  measure,  might  wdl 
he  presnmed  alDce  &mitiar  to  all ;  but  the  par< 
tienhu-  &cta  of  the  case  sorely  on^ht  to  be  Mt> 
ter  known  to  those,  whose  parboolar  doty  it 
had  been  to  make  a  entical  examination  of  tlum. 

The  gentieman  from  Korth  Carolina  (Ur, 
Hacon)  had  ur^fid  much,  as  an  objection  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  that  the  committee  themsel  vea 
disa^eed  eoDceming  the  grounds  on  which  iti 
merits  rested.  Whiloln  truth,  the  only  real  dtfiTer- 
enoo  among  them  had  been,  that  one  member 
dwelt  more  strongly  on  one  reason,  and  another 
more  strongly  on  another  reason  for  its  adoption. 

But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of 
himself,  or  his  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Hr. 
Bebbieii,)  in  advocating  the  claim  on  strict 
common  law  principles,  to  admit  that  it  could 
not  be  supported  also  on  prindples  the  most 
liberal  ana  equitable ;  wlule  it  was  eqnally  for, 
as  he  believed,  from  the  views  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Yak  Bcreit  and 
Mr.  Habbison,)  who  had  so  eloquently  pressed 
the  mere  equity  of  the  cl^m,  to  admit  that  it 
was  not  also  well  based  on  strict  oonmion  law 
principles.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  radical  differ- 
ence had  existed  between  them,  it  would  still 
leave  the  measure  as  free  from  objection  on 
that  account  as  was  left  the  Oppontion  to  it. 
For  one  gentleman  formerly,  (Mr.  Maco:i,)  and 
indeed,  another  to-day,  (Mr.  Bell,)  bad  insist' 
ed  on  the  statute  of  limitations  in  bar  of  the 
claim,  while  the  Senator  from  Yirnnia  Qb, 
Ttxbb)  properly  and  gallantly  said  he  ahoold 
scorn  to  take  advantage  of  that  statute.  Again, 
the  last  gentleman  had  in^ted,  that  the  com- 
mot^ion  act  was  l^Dy  binding  and  compuU 
sory  on  the  minority  as  well  as  m^ority ;  wblle 
my  colleague  to-day  frankly  acknowledges, 
that  it  was  binding  on  nobody  who  did  not 
individually  and  freely  assent  to  its  provisions. 
The  difference  between  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  is  therefore  essential,  wbUe  that  between 
its  friends  b  merely  nominal. 

Another  mistake«Q  fact  has  been  urged  from 
one  or  two  quarters  ag^nst  the  bill,  namely, 
that  a  snit  at  law  could  not  be  sustained  on  the 
claim,  and  hence,  it  ought  not  to  find  favor. 
But  does  any  claim  ever  come  here,  on  whidi 
Boeh  a  snit  coold  be  snstdned  I  The  chirf  rea- 
son that  induces  every  private  claimant  to  pre- 
sent his  petition  to  Congress,  is  that  he  could 
not  obtain  redress  in  the  courts  of  law ;  and  if 
no  daimant  was  to  be  Ustened  to*  here^  who 
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could  not  succeed  at  law,  we  might  sweep  off, 
at  one  blow,  our  whole  docket  of  private  ollls. 
Again^  it  has  been  asked,  why  did  not  these 
petitioners  go  to  the  Departments  to  have  their 
diuma  Minted  and  idlowed,  if  tliey  are  valid  t 
I  reply,  as  before,  if  nobody  is  to  be  relieved 
here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of  the  De- 
partments, at  ooce  rub  the  sponge  over  all  pri- 
Tate  applications ;  because  the  very  reason  for 
their  appearance  here,  is  that,  by  omissions  in 
the  existing  laws,  or  doubts  of  the  accounting 
officers,  redress  cannot  be  obtained  at  any  of 
the  Departments.  If  objections  like  these  are 
to  avail  against  the  petition  now  under  consid- 
eration, let  them  avail  against  all  petitioners, 
and  in  the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  let  all  ho  directed  to  "  eat  out  of  one 
q)Oon."  "Why  did  we  not  say  to  the  merchants 
in  A.  D.  1810,  whose  bonds  were  remitted.  Go 
to  yonr  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  the  De- 
partments f  Why  not  say  the  same  to  the  pnr- 
cfaasers  of  pablio  lands  bo  liberally  rdieved  a 
few  years  ago  t 

The  annuity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  are 
entitled  to  full  confidence,  and  furnish  snfflcient 
certmnty  for  moneyed  calculations  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  common  life.  They  do  not  rest  on 
conjectares,  but  on  long  and  patient  observation 
and  on  records.  (See  85  Quart.  Hev.  4th  page.) 

I  have  a  table  before  me,  where  of  ten  thou- 
sand persons  born  on  a  given  day,  so  far  from 
all  being  swept  away  in  seven  years,  or  even  in 
fourteen,  (the  time  supposed  by  the  other  gen- 
tleman,) over  one-half  of  the  nnmber  are  uive 
after  thui:y  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  after 
thirty  years  of  age,  instead  of  all  disappearing 
after  seven  or  fourteen  years,  oue-half  of  them 
are  alive  after  thirty-two  years.  The  table  is 
formed  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of  that  char- 
acter will  I  show  our  own  to  be,  notwithstand- 
ing the  argument  to  the  contrary^  to-day. 

The  hypothesis  of  the  committee,  that  the 
average  ago  of  the  officers  in  A.  D.  1788,  did 
not  exceed  thirty,  was  not  assumed  hastily,  as 
intimated :  it  was  not  adopted  without  full  in- 
quiry, and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
committees  of  the  other  House.  Taking  that 
then  as  a  fact  sufficiently  well  established  for  this 
purpose,  the  committee  have  not  scud,  as  my 
H^eagoe  throns^  mistake  supposes,  that  the 
officers  would  live  only  fonrteen  years.  They 
merely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  shortest 
term ;  but  their  whole  cuculatlons  and  argu- 
ments he  would  see,  had  he  examined  them 
with  his  usnal  care,  are  grounded  on  the  posi- 
tion, that  they  were  likely  to  live  from  82  to 
84  years.  The  committee^  in  coming  to  that 
result,  do  not  say  that  they  odopt  implicitly  the 
tables  of  Dr.  Price,  or  do  they  even  refer  to 
him  at  all  in  their  report.  Bnt  two  former 
committees  in  the  other  House,  have  taken  his 
tables  as  their  basis,  and  making  proper  allow- 
ances, have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  with 
ourselves.  We  have  resorted  not  only  to  him, 
hut  especially  to  Ifilne  on  Annuities,  which  is 
now  hefim      and  Itcti  which  I  have  before 


read.  I  will  take  the  liberty  agmn  to  ra4 
and  from  his  calculations  to  repeat,  that  tba 
data  given  by  the  committee  are  correct.  {Mr. 
W.  here  read  from  lUhie's  tables.]  TImm 
tables  of  course  differ  some  years,  as  do  tfaoae 
of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  tiiey  are  made  in 
different  latitudes;  in  \Kefga  towns  or  the  cova- 
try,  and  within  the  last  60  years  or  beftjre,  on 
account  of  the  introduction  vaccination,  the 
improvements  in  education,  and  nnmerons  oCih- 
er  causes  which  reading  and  obeervation  wxD 
suggest.  A  slight  difference  when  kept  as  to 
the  different  sexes,  prevails  likewise  in  all  erf* 
these. — (2  Uilne  Apx.  766.) 

But  take  the  healthiest  places  in  Europe, 
where  these  tables  have  been  formed  dnrin^ 
the  last  half  century,  and  the  probable  d ora- 
tion of  life  at  8(f  years  of  age  is  such,  that  an 
annuity  for  it,  would  not  diffn-  beyond  a  smdl 
fVaction  fron  14  years*  purchase.  The  taU» 
at  Oarllsle  are  of  this  diaraoter.  Not  as  many 
gentlemen,  with  a  sli^t  attmtion  to  tiie  ssb- 
Ject  have  snpposed,  that  a  person  of  fhat  age 
would  live  only  14  years;  hut  probably  live 
about  84  years ;  and  hence  his  annuity  for  thai 
time  he  worth  now  in  a  gross  sum  14  times  its 
amount.  Can  my  colleague  seriously  con  tend, 
that  the  committee  have  erred  in  supposing  the 
healthiness  of  the  country  not  equal  to  that  of 
Europe,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  peofifo 
are  well  known  not  to  be  so  well  fed,  sheltered 
or  clothed !  Or  that  republican  institntions  are 
less  favorable  to  long  life  than  monarchies  I 
Or  can  he  seriously  contend,  that  these  officers 
at  thirty  years  of  age  were  less  likely  to  live  lon^ 
thanpersonswhohadbeenindvillife?  lDrN>l7, 
should  I  coi^ectnre  merely  withontany  examfna- 
tion  of  this  point,  the  conclusion  would  he  rather 
more  obvlonsand  natural,  that  ^rsons,  hardened 
by  exposure  and  severe  exertion,  would  after- 
wards live  longer  than  persons  in  ordinary  Ufa; 

But  without  any  claim  on  my  part  to  nnusoal 
accuracy  or  deep  science  in  these  subjeets,  the 
committee  have  not  rested  their  inferences  on 
mere  conjecture:  they  have  not,  I  believe, 
adopted  a  basis  "  utterly  improbable nor  are 
they  persons  whose  habits  have  led  them  in 
their  official  duties  to  "  assume  essential  facts," 
without  evidence.  The  invalid  penrion  roll  of 
the  United  States  In  A.  D.  1825,  consiBted  cf 
8,690,  and  exhibited  only  fii^-eight  deaths. 
In  A.  D.  1826,  of  8,80S,  and  exMMted  raly 
forty-eight  deatits.  This  averages  about  1  m 
70,  and  is  among  a  class  of  persons,  not,  it  is 
believed,  less  than  80  years  old  on  an  average; 
and  of  whom  all  have  seen  service  and  expen* 
enced  bodily  injnries.  Xet  it  ehows  greater 
health  than  the  healthiest  tables,  in  either  Price 
or  Uilne  in  Europe.  Again,  of  the  rev(^ntion- 
ary  soldiers  on  the  continental  line,  who  are 
placed  on  the  pen.sion  list,  more  than  12,000 
8iir\'ive,  after  the  lapse  of  44  years  since  the 
peace.  Thus,  instead  of  the  whole  having 
been  sw^t  awi^  in  7,  or  even  14  years,  this 
large  nnmoer  remans  after  mcwe  than  dx  tinw 
7  years.  Even  (tf  these,  aged  and  decrepid  is 
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Hmj  are,  only  about  one  in  82  dies  annnally, 
which  is  a  less  mortality  than  the  average  Brit- 
ish standard  half  a  oenturj  ago,  of  one  in  28  of 
her  whole  oopnlation.  Again,  the  gentleman 
who  last  adoreased  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Brll,)  con- 
tends that  if  this  eoontry  were  as  healthy  as 
England,  and  the  officers  as  healthy  as  commoa 
citizens  of  their  age,  600j-  instead  of  280, 
should  now  be  alive.  This  is  another  illnstra- 
tkm  of  the  mistalras,  attending  doabtless  on 
haste  and  partisl  ayaminatiqa,  and  not  on  any 
personal  pr^ndtoe  or  oensoraUe  mottTes.  The 
oB^en  in  A.  D.  1788,  are,  to  be  sore,  snpposed 
to  have  becui,  on  an  arerage,  80  years  of  age ; 
and  it  may  be,  that  if  afi  were  in  truth  no 
more  than  80  years  old  at  that  time,  between 
400  and  600  wonld  or  shoald  now  survive, 
bideedj  more  than  380  may  be  alive  at  this 
time,  thou{^  no  more  have  been  asoertained. 
Bat  the  gmtleman  forgets  that  a  considerable 
number  of  them  were  in  fact  over  80 ;  not  a 
few  40,  SO,  and  60,  and  overlooks  entirely,  that 
the  moirtality  hi  44  years,  among  those  40  years 
old  and  upwards,  would  be  nearly  double  more 
than  tiie  gain  in  life  as  to  the  numerous  officers 
who  were  less  than  80  years  old. 

In  this  great  lapse  of  time,  more  than  nine- 
teen-tweoneths  of  tiiose  only  40  years  old,  and 
the  whole,  save  one  or  two  of  those  over  40, 
would  have  passed  the  allotted  age  of  man, 
snd  be  altogether  swept  from  existence ;  while 
cHily  about  three-fourths  of  those  exaotiy  80 
years  old  wonld  have  ^ed,  and  nearly  as  many 
of  those  21  or  26  years  old  would  have  died  as 
those  80  years  old.  Hence  the  average  ages, 
Ihoo^  a  correct  enough  guide  as  to  life  in 
valuing  half  pay,  only  too  nn&Torable  to  these 
individual  petitioners,  is  mauifestiy  erroneous 
in  ascertaining  how  man^survive,  when  44,  in- 
stead ci  84  yMUS.  has  elapsed,  and  when  not  a 
wraportitm,  out  all  of  tliMe  over  a  oertun  age, 
nave  probably  perished. 

To  retom  to  the  coinpantiTe  hedtiiiness  of 
■11  our  pmulation  in  this  coantry,  where  tables 
or  bills  of  mortality  have  been  kept :  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  manifestly  mnoh  fewer  than 
in  the  same  popniatioa  in  England.  A  paper 
by  Dr.  Barton,  in  the  8d  vol  Philo.  Trans.,  42d 
demonstrates  that  in  Philadelphia  the 
wwe  often  only  1  in  46 ;  and  in  Salem, 
KssSb,  1  in  47 ;  while  in  this  city,  Z  have  the 
data  before  me,  showing,  that  for  the  last  six 
JMn  they  have  averaged  not  1  in  49.  In  the 
Stste  of  New  York  computations  hare  been 
nude  with  some  degree  of  accuracy,  that  the 
deaths  do  not  average  over  1  hi  72 ;  and  I  have 
raown  many  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
titv^bave  been  for  many  yean  lees  than  1  in  80. 

The  vote  beiiv  tatcen  on  the  motion  of  Ifr. 
Hatks,  to  fill  the  blank  with  $800,000,  was 
wnded  in  the  ne^tive. 

Smttb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  witii  $600,000. 

question  was  also  decided  In  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  JSr.  Eatob,  the  tnll  waa  ordered 
wile  on  the  table. 


 ^Bum 

U01TDI.T,  Uaroh  17. 
Prevention  Deaertion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbibon,  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent desertion  in  the  Army,  and  for  other  pnr< 
poses,  was  taken  up— an  amendment  reported 
by  the  Odmmitteo  on  Uilitary  Affairs,  as  a  sub* 
stitnte  for  the  original  Inll,  bdng  under  oonsidr 
oration.  ^ 

Mr.  Hunnoir  e^pUdned  the  objects  of  the 
UlL  The  increase  which  it  would  affect  in  tho 
pay  of  non-oommisramed  officers  and  privates 
was  absolutely  necessary,  as  had  twrai  denum- 
strated  by  the  gnutt  number  of  desertaona  which 
had  taken  place  in  tile  army  for  several  years. 
The  additional  pay  of  the  soldiers  was  grad* 
nated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  prove  an  induce- 
ment for  them  to  remidn  in  the  service ;  and  U 
was  found,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  those 
who  deserted,  were  among  the  newly  enlisted. 
This  additional  pay  was  also  to  remain  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  Government,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  for  which  they  enlisted,  as  a  pledge 
for  their  good  oondnot.  The  bill  for  whi^ 
this  was  a  snbstitote^  was  thon^t  Uable  to  ob- 
Jectim  on  aoconnt  of  the  hiorease  of  exp«i- 
diture  which  it  would  require.  But  no  sodi 
objection  conld  be  found  with  this,  as  the  ad- 
ditional expenditure  would  not  require  a  sum 
eqnal  to  that  lost  yearly  by  desertions.  The 
average  loss  by  the  present  habit  of  desertion 
was  upwards  of  62,000  dollars.  The  increase 
of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bill  is  67,000  dol- 
lars. Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  should  have 
been  effected,  $6,000  would  be  saved.  There 
were  two  instances  within  the  knowledge  <^ 
the  committee  of  individuals  who  had  enlisted 
five  times  within  1826  and  '6,  in  order  to  ob- 
tarn  the  bounty  money.  By  the  arrangement 
now  proposed,  the  soldier  would  have,  at  the 
end  m  his  term  of  enlisbnoit,  a  oon^derable 
snm  of  money.  This  was  considered  a  great 
indncunent  to  nonest  respectable  young  men 
to  join  the  army,  and  would  have  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  privates.  As  to 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  he  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  endeavored  to  show  ttiat  they 
were  worse  ptud  in  our  army,  than  in  any  of 
the  armies  in  the  European  nations,  from  whom 
we  borrowed  our  military  system.  In  the 
French  service  there  was  an  intermediate  offi- 
cer between  the  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  known  as  an  a(^utant  sub- 
officer,  who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  serseant 
and  who  were  respectively  p^d.  Indeedf  aQ 
the  non-commisuoned  officers  were  for  better 
paid  than  ours.  Comparing  the  pay  of  our 
officers  with  those  in  the  English  service,  it  was 
much  in  favor  of  the  Engusb.  Besides,  sei^ 
geants  could  be  promoted :  and  in  the  Penin- 
sular war,  that  great  warrior.  Lord  Wellington, 
had  two  officers  in  each  company,  called  color- 
sergeants,  who  were  well  pud,  and  the  office 
was  considered  so  desirable,  that  it  was  mudi 
sought  after.  It  was  true,  the  present  bill  pro- 
poaei  no sndi  arrangement;  bet  it  waa  thooght 
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that,  by  increasing  the  pay,  respectable  men 
would  be  willing  to  enter  the  army.  The  fifth 
aeotion  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new  principle  in 
onr  army ;  and  the  reasons  for  i^  he  would 
briefly  state.  Several  of  oar  snbordinate  posts 
were  situated  at  a  ^eat  distance  fVom  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  consequence  was,  that, 
often,  whoi  a  sol^r  had  been  guilty  of  some 
trlviu  ofitoce.  he  was  necessarily  Icept  in  prison 
ior  a  long  penod  of  time,  until  a  Court  Martial 
conid  be  convened,  or  he  could  be  sent  to  a 
distance  to  be  tried.  It  was,  therefore,  thought 
advisable  to  allow,  on  such  occanons,  the  com- 
mander of  the  posts  to  assemble  Courts  Martial  for 
the  trial  of  offences  comnffitted  in  the  garrison. 
This  was  highly  recommended  by  the  ioq)ector8 
of  the  army,  in  their  ezamina^ons  last  year. 
There  was  another  novelty  in  the  bill  which 
arose  from  a  similar  necessity.  Where  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  commissioned  officers  were  not 
stationed  at  a  post  to  constitute  a  Court  Mar- 
tial, it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a  non-commi»- 
doned  oflScer  to  comidet«  the  number.  He  be* 
liered  this  was  common  in  the  IVeneh  service. 
There  eoold  be  no  danger  in  ad(^ting  the  sya- 
tem,  and  it  would  obviate  many  dimcnlties. 
Hany  noa-commissioned  officers  were  men  of 
character  and  intelligence,  and  when  their  pay 
should  have  been  increased,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  would  be  willing  to  take  the  office,  and 
the  rank  would  be  placed  on  a  better  footing. 
Besides,  when  they  found  a  principle  adopted 
In  monarchical  Governments,  that  would  al- 
low the  advancement  of  the  non-commisdon* 
ed  officers,  they  oould  safely  rely  up<m  its 
ha^ng  been  adc^ted  for  &e  benefit  of  the  ser- 
vioe. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  ocnmnittee 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cbaxdub  said,  that|  for  many  years, 
OmgresB  had  gone  on  inormdng  the  expense 
of  the  army,  by  beginning  witlj  uie  pay  of  the 
lower  officers,  and  bringing  it  up  so  near  to  the 
next  higher  grade,  that  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary to  raise  that  also.  He  thought  raising  the 
pay  of  the  first  sergeants  fK>m  10  to  16  dollars 
was  too  great  a  change.  He  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  13  dollars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Chakdleb  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Haykb,  to  strike  out  the 
section,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Internal  Impnmetnmt 

The  Senate  considered  the  bill  to  grant  cer- 
tain relinquished  and  um^proprioted  lands  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 

? roving  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa, 
lahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 
Mr.  MoKiNLET  said,  that  this  bill  had  been 
presented  by  him,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial 
of  the  Le^lature  of  Alabama,  which  had  since 
been  received,  and  in  accordance  vrith  which 
the  committee  had  reported  some  amendments. 
It  was  soaroely  necossary  tor  him  to  nige  upon 
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the  Senate,  the  importance  of  the  pjojwei 
improvements ;  and  he  hoped,  ere  Urn,  to  ha,Tc 
been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  tl^  Beport 
of  the  Engineer  Department,  upon  the  surveys 
which  had  been  made  last  year.    But  the  H 
health  of  the  person  whoso  duty  it  was  to  dm- 
up  the  BeporL  had  prevented  him  fron  per- 
forming H.  Hie  would  men^  state,  that  ^ 
popukraon  above  the  lane  ICnsde  Slio^  m 
the  Tennessee  River,  had  no  advaiitage  of 
navigation  of  the  river,  except  during  a  diort 
period  in  each  year,  when  the  waters  were  n- 
commonly  high.    The  plan  of  improresoaa 
was  practicable,  and  promised  most  beneficial 
results.   The  lai|^  shoal  was  ten  miles  long; 
and  the  rirer,  at  that  point,  spread  itseJf  finn 
one  mile  to  two  miles  in  width,  obstructed  by 
islands  and  rocks.   The  diore  was  a  hig^  Ijai; 
and  two  or  three  streams  emptied  into  the  Ten- 
nessee, which  would  be  sufficient  feeders 
the  projected  canal.  The  plan  was,  to  throw  a 
wall  along  the  blu^  thereby  forming  a  DAviga- 
ble  canal.  The  expense  for  improrlw  tlua  pas- 
sage must  necessarily  be  gnoL  There  were 
other  points  of  less  importance,  and  whid 
would  cost,  comparatiTdy,  but  ranall  soma.  A 
single  glance  at  the  map  must  convince  onrooe 
of  the  great  importance  of  this  plui  to  We«t 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  and  Alabama.    He  hoped 
that  the  same  kind  of  ^propriation  of  lands 
would  be  made,  as,  during  the  last  sessioo, 
was  made,  for  canals  in  Dlinois  and  Indima. 
He  knew  that  there  had  been  much  contro- 
versy upon  the  powers  of  Congress  to  make 
improvements  in  the  interior;  and  that  the 
doctrine  was  hdd  by  some,  that,  ^though  they 
had  the  power  to  improve  the  seaboard,  by 
widening  diannela,  erecting  breakwat^  and 
clearing  out  harbws,  tfiey  conld  not  go  into  the 
inland  seetims  of  the  XHontry  and  perfOTm  the 
same  f>ffice^  by  Improving  river&  maUng  roads 
and  canals,  &o.  It  appe&red  that  the  ho^iUtka 
on  this  question,  arose  out  of  the  contest  fyr 
State  Rights.   It  was  a  question  chiefly  raised 
by  the  old  States.   But  it  was  one  in  which 
the  various  sections  of  the  country  were  not 
equally  interested.   It  would  he  observed,  that 
the  veiT  condition  on  which  the  new  States 
were  admitted  into  the  Union  was,  that  they 
should  have  no  sovereignty  over  the  lan^ 
The  lands  were  owned  by  the  United  States; 
we,  of  the  new  States,  have  no  authority  over 
them;  and  I  should  suppose  that  those  who 
are  the  strictest  in  th«r  eonrtmctf  on  o!  the 
constitution,  would  find  no  difficulty  in  grant- 
ing the  public  domain  for  purposes  like  those 
pointed  out  in  the  bilL   It  was  an  every-day 
practice  for  the  Umted  States  to  prosecute  in- 
dividuals for  trespasses  on  the  land  owned  by 
the  General  Government — nor  by  these  pro- 
ceedings was  it  pretended  that  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  was  invaded.    There  seemed, 
therefore,  no  objection  to  the  ^i^ication  of 
these  lands  to  improving  the  conntiy  in  whid 
they  lie.   In  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  United 
States  now  held  between  twenty-ti^t  and 
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-twenty-nine  millions  of  acres,  the  Indian  title 
to  which  had  not  yet  been  eztingoiBhed.  On 
-tlie  south  side  of  the  River  Tennessee,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mnsde  Shoals,  there  was  an  im- 
mense tract  of  public  lands,  oompri^ng  nearly 
tlie  wfaole  of  the  county  of  Jackson.  There 
were  also  large  tracts  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  ocoupi^  chiefly  by  the  Indians.  There 
oonld  be  no  donbt  that  it  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  access  to  and 
fVom  those  lands  shonld  be  improved.  It  would 
open  them  to  new  and  increased  settlements, 
and  ft-om  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  im- 
provement pn^Hued,  it  would  stand  among  the 
first  wwks  of  a  naUoni^  character. 

ICr.  NoBLB  was  understood  to  sqr  that  it  was 
not  customary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description 
withont  having  the  estimates  to  go  upon.  But, 
as  to  the  constitutional  power,  he  did  not  know 
how  it  was  that  the  constitution  read  differ- 
ently in  Haine  and  Alabama.  How  was  it  that 
they  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  a  military 
road  in  Uaine,  and  no  shadow  of  power  to 
make  a  canal  in  Alabama?   He  would  ask 
vrhat  clanse  in  the  constitution  authorized  the 
construction  of  a  military  rood?   There  was 
no  such  clause.   But,  then,  it  was  dona  under 
the  power  of  regulating  the  army.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  constme  the  constitution  when  this 
load  was  to  be  constraoted.    When  Eenne- 
leok,  or  Eennebnnk,  or  whatever  it  ini^t  be 
caUed,  was  interested,  the  leaves  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  which  the  gentieman  from  Mine's 
scruples  were  to  be  found,  were  frozen  together 
by  his  northern  predilections.   It  has  been 
ai^ed  that  the  benefits  c^.  immvvement  had 
not  been  equally  bestowed.    The  genUeman 
from  North  Carolina  complained  that  his  state 
had  received  nothing.   Bnt,  said  Mr.  K.,  we 
cannot  give  them  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask 
it— although  I  believe  there  is  a  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  an  outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do 
not  recollect  which,  in  that' State.   He  was  for 
it  He  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever  it 
was  wanted.   He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of 
Alabama:  and  would  as  soon  vote  for  the  canal 
they  stand  in  need  of  aa  for  the  military  road 
in  jCaine.    He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
IDdne  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and  enlighten 
him  as  to  the  diiference  of  the  constitution  in 
one  State  and  in  another.   For  his  own  part, 
considered  the  operation  uniform.   He  did 
not  wish  to  have  the  constitution  always 
brought  in,  until  it  should  at  last  be  eaten  up 
with  talking,  and  he  considered  of  little  im- 
portance from  everlasting  recurrence  to  it.  He 
believed  that  some  of  those  whose  consciences 
were  so  tender,  might  be  sincere ;  but  hie  prin- 
ciple was,  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.   He  did  not  wish  to  be  told, 
whenever  appropriations  were  proposed,  that 
there  was  no  mate  bnt  Ifaine  in  whidi  the 
cooetitution  operated,  and  that  its  particular 
TnvTbee  was  somewhere  about  Kennebeck  or 
Kennebonk.  He  wanted  to  extend  the  benefit 
U  tbe  ooutttotiui  to  flU  the  diffomt  wotioni 


of  the  oonntry.  If  not,  abolish  it  at  once,  and 
get  rid  of  this  eternal  dispute  npon.it. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  he  shoiUd  deem  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  this  bill,  as  he  did  for 
those  making  ^propriations  Sot  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  canals.  The  doctrine  which  he 
held,  had  been  formerly  expressed  in  this 
House,  agwnst  appropriations  by  the  General 
Government  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Im- 
provement. They  were,  ne  Imew,  nnfa^ona- 
ble  doctrines.  But  these  considerations  he 
now  discarded ;  and  put  his  opposition  to  the 
bill  upon  a  different  ground  altogether.  He 
objected  to  it  because  It  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  oompact  entered  into  at  the  admission  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union.  The  grant  of  the 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  was  not  an  nn- 
coaditional  grant  What  was  the  ol^ect  of 
this  bill  ?  It  was  an  unconditional  grant  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  of  a  quantity  of  luid,  for 
the  peculiar  benefit  of  that  State.  By  the  arti- 
cles of  cession  between  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  it  was  agreed  that  those  lands  should 
remain  as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included;  and  it  was 
added,  in  that  instrument,  that  they  shonld 
*'  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  no  other  pur- 
poses." The  tjuestion  then  presented  by  this 
bill,  was,  does  it  violate  the  articles  of  cession  ? 
We  are  about  to  dispose  oi  this  land.  How? 
Are  we  applying  it  to  the  common  use  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included;  and  for  no 
other  pnrposet  No.  I  say  it  is  to  be  ^sposed 
for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and  for  no  other 
part  of  the  country  whatever.  He  knew  that 
it  would  be  said,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  because  it  woold  increase 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  promote  their 
settlement ;  and  that  Georgia  would  share  in 
these  advantages.  That  this  was  a  fallacious 
method  of  reasoning,  and  similar  to  that  which 
was  always  resort^  to,  when  tbe  violation  of 
any  compact  was  contemplated.  He  wished 
Uie  gentieman  who  had  introdoced  this  bill  to 
take  up  the  articles  of  cession,  and  sati^  him* 
self  relative  to  the  compact  betwem  Ueorgia 
and  the  General  Government 

Ur.  RrooLES  spoke  in  favor  ot  the  bill.  He 
considered  the  improvements  proposed  by  it  as 
interesting  to  the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it 
to  fortifications,  which  might  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  some  particular  city ;  but  also  con- 
tributed to  the  protection  of  the  vhole  country. 

Mr.  McKiHLET  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  for  exempting  all  persons  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  of  all  other 
States  in  the  Union,  from  tolls,  unless  authorized 
by  an  act  of  Congress ;  which  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Kino  moved  to  fill  two  blanks  in  the 
bill,  BO  as  to  enjoin  upon  the  State  oS  Alabama 
tu  commence  the  prosecution  ct  the  works 
witliin  two  years,  and  to  complete  it  within 
tenyears.  Agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, was  briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  Bb^itoh  and 
oi^oaedbyMr.  Oobb;  whoi  the  qneatiMi  being 
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taken  on  engroflaing,  it  waa  deciding  in  the  af- 
finuative  hj  the  foUowing  vote : 

YiAB, — ^Hesnra.  Barton,  BateinaQ,  Bcntoo,  Boa- 
UgD;,  Chue,  Eaton,  Hurison,  JohnsoD  of  Kentackj, 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Uo- 
Kinle;,  Uarka,  Noble,  Robbing,  Bowan,  Rngglei, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Webster,  White,  WiUiain»— 22. 

Nats. — ^Messre.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Macon,  Parris,  Seymour,  Smith  of  South 
CaroUna,  TaxeweU,  Tyler,  WiHej,  Woodbui7— 13. 

Wedkesdat,  March  26. 
.  Graduation  of  fA«  iViM  of  (A«  P^ihlvi  Lands, 

Hie  bill  for  the  gradnvtion  of  the  prices  of 
public  lands,  was  taken  op. 

Hr.  MoKiNLBT  said :  Toe  great  interest  felt 
hj  the  people  of  Alabama  in  the  fete  of  this 
■at^eoL  made  it  his  dnt^  to  offers  to  tlie  oon- 
■ridennon  (tf  the  Senate,  Us  rtewa  npw  the 
Tarions  proTistras  of  the  bill,  oonneoted  with 
the  amendment  offlered  hj  tlie  gaitleman  fircon 
Indiana,  (Hr.  HEKDucKa.) 

"Hie  biU  contains,  sud  Mr.  HoE.  what  I  oon- 
ceive  to  be  a  wise  and  salntary  change  in  the 
mode  of  seUing  the  pnblio  lands ;  and  It  is  pro- 
posed hj  tiie  amendment  to  confine  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  cede  in  full  property  to  the 
States  the  public  lands  within  their  limits. 

Sir,  I  am  fblly  apprised  of  the  difficulties  I 
have  to  enconnter  on  this  subject.  The  strong 
panialtty  of  the  Senate  for  the  present  system 
has  been  too  often  manifested  to  leave  a  donht 
on  that  point,  bat  the  diffionlty  and  embairaas- 
ment  is  greatly  increased  in  advocating  the 
amendment,  as  I  diall  endeavor  to  show  that 
tiie  United  States  shall  have  no  constitutional 
right  or  claim  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States. 
Here  I  have  to  encounter  the  long  preconceived 
opinions  of  many  of  the  Senators,  the  influence 
of  an  established  system,  long  in  practice,  and 
the  force  of  precedent.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  will  not  be  surprising,  if  some  of  the 
doctrines,  which  dnty  requires  me  to  advocate, 
should  be  r^arded  by  some  as  wild,  visionary, 
and  untenable.  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  they 
are  the  resnlt  of  the  most  mature  and  delib- 
erate reflectimt  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  a 
BDl^eet  of  so  mnoh  pditical  and  pecuniary  im- 
portMioe.  I  have  long  aitertained  the  opinion 
that  the  United  States  cannot  bold  land  m  any 
State  cf  the  Union,  except  for  the  purposes 
enumerated  in  the  constitution ;  and  whatever 
light  they  had  to  the  soil  while  the  oountry 
remained  under  territorial  governments,  passed 
to  the  States  formed  overt£e  same  torltory  on 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  old  States. 

A  slight  attention  to  the  history  and  oharaoter 
of  this  Government,  will  satisfy  the  most  scep- 
tical, that  the  United  States  did  not,  as  a  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  articles  of  confederation, 
acquire  by  conquest  from  Great  Britain,  any 
title  to  the  waste  uid  unappropriated  lands  (for- 
meriy  called  Oiown  lands)  lying  within  tlie 
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chartered  limits  of  any  of  the  parties  to  that 
league  or  compact.  Whatever  might  herre  beem 
the  opinions  or  wishes  of  some  ttf  the  States 
upon  the  snl^eot,  it  is  obvkms  that  it  was  not 
the  opMaa  of  the  Ctrngress  cf  tbst  di^,  that 
the  United  States  would  (in  the  evoit  of  aiieceas 
attending  the  war  in  whidi  ihej  were  tbea  em- 
gaged)  be  entitled  to  these  lands.   If  sacfa  had 
been  the  opinion  of  Oongress,  why  did  they 
pass  the  resolution  of  the  IStih  of  September, 
1760,  asking  that  as  a  favor  which  tLey  migb 
demand  as  a  right?   On  the  cootrnry,  it  was 
then  believed  that  the  States  would,  in  Tittw 
of  t^eir  sovereignty,  succeed  to  all  the  rights  ef 
the  crown  over  these  lands,  if  they  succeeded 
in  the  establishing  their  independence.  And 
tills  doctrine  has  been  fiilly  sustained  by  the 
opinions  of  the  8n]H«me  Court  of  the  Cnted 
States,  in  the  oases  <tf  iletdier  and  Peck,  aad 
Ji^ston  and  Molntodi,  As  the  rcsolntiM  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  snbseonent  proceedings  under 
it,  frnin  the  basis  of  right  now  exercised  over 
the  pnblio  lands  by  the  United  States  witfa» 
the  new  States,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the 
resolution,  the  cession  by  Vi^nia  to  the  United 
States  of  her  waste  and  nnappropriated  landi 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  of  1687,  and  the  cesAon  by  Georna 
to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1802.  By  ttoB 
resolution  Congress  requested  the  States  having 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  Western 
country,  to  m^e liberal  cessions  to  the  Union; 
and  promised  that  the  lands  so  ceded,  should 
be  disposed  <^  fbr  the  common  ben^t  of  the 
United  States,  and  be  settled  and  fonned  into 
distinot  rqmbUcan  States^  wbidi  States  shodd 
heomne  members  €i  the  Federal  Uidon,  sod 
have  the  same  rights  of  Borerdni^,  freedom, 
and  independence,  as  the  other  St^es.  1  vcL 
Laws  U.  S.  p.  475. 

Yirnnia,  with  that  q>irit  ct  patriotism  and 
liberality  which  characterizes  all  her  pubHe 
acts,  granted  this  request,  by  conveying  to  the 
United  States  all  her  waste  and  uns^propHsted 
lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  Biver.   Bat  the 
same  patriotism  which  induced  this  gr^  ^acri- 
full  of  interest  on  the  part  of  Yirgima,  indooed 
her  to  secure,  as  far  as  praoticable,  the  sover- 
eignty, f^eedoml  wd  todependence  of  the  States 
thus  to  be  areatod.  And,  therefore,  in  d»  act 
of  the  Yu-c^nia  Legidatnre  and  tin  deed  of  ces- 
sion, the  ^^t  is  made  npm  this  exprosd  eonfi- 
tion :   "That  is  to  ear,  nnon  this  eon^tioii, 
that  the  territory  so  ceded  shaQ  be  hSA  oat  sad 
fonned  into  States  ccntaining  a  snitaUe  ezt»t 
of  Territory ;  not  lees  than  <me  hundred  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  sonsre, 
or  as  near  thereto  as  circnmstancee  will  aomit; 
and  that  the  States  so  formed  shall  he  diatioot 
republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  having  the  q^e  rights  d  sov- 
ereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  States."  After  the  exeontion  of  this  deed 
of  eeseion.  Congress  thongbt  prc^ter,  on  the  ISth 
^July,  1787,  to  pass  an  ordinance  »»>  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  twritoi7iKttthweft  of  theOUo^ 
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in  which  the  terms  aad  oonditions  expressed  in 
the  deed  of  cession  are  esseotially  altered,  and 
the  following  restricted  terms  for  the  admission 
of  these  new  States  into  the  Union,  are  enact- 
ed :  "  The  legislatares  of  these  districts  or  new 
8t^«s  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil  hj  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations 
Congress  maj  find  Decessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  raeh  wSl  by  ikin  bona  fide  purchaser. 
IFo  tax  shaD  be  Imposed  en  the  land,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.**  "The  naTkable 
vatars  teading  into  the  MisrisnpiA  ana  St. 
lawrence,  ana  the  carrying  places  between  the 
Mune,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
troe,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  terri- 
tories as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statrs, 
and  those  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax, 
impoat,  or  daty  therefor."   By  this  article  of 
the  tMTdinanoe,  Cktngress  riolated  the  compact 
■with  Virginia.    The  conditions  containeu  in 
the  act  of  the  le^lature  and  deed  of  cession, 
are  entirely  disregarded;  and  new,  contra- 
dictory oonditions  imposed  upon  the  pe<^le  of 
the  tenitory.   Sir,  Congress  had  no  power  to 
change  or  alter  these  conditions,  not  even  with 
the  consent  of  Virginia;  beoanse  they  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  were  to 
become  citizens  of  these  new  States.  Those 
who  had  purchased  land  from  the  United  States, 
and  settled  there  under  this  compact,  and  for 
whose  Government  this  ordinance  was  intend- 
ed, had  a  vested  right  in  those  conditions; 
wUeh  oould  not  he  divested  by  one  or  both  of 
the  original  parties  to  tlio  compact.  Therefore, 
that  portion  of  the  ordinance  was  whoUr  void 
and  inoperative,  which  ehanged  the  omaiUons 
of  admission. 

Sir,  X  have  already  shown,  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  at  the  close  of  die  war,  became 
sovweigu  and  independent ;  and,  in  virtue  of 
th^  flova^gnt?,  were  entltied  to  an  the  waste 
and  nnmiropriated  lands  within  their  limits. 
I  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
(Md  Cmgrees:  that  it  is  the  opinioa  of  the  Sn- 
pieiDe  Oonrt.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary 
oODclusim,  that  some  of  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty to  which  the  old  States  were  entitled, 
the  new  States  have  been  deprived  of,  by  ex- 
tending their  restricted  conditions  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  to  their  admission. 

All  the  writers  on  public  law,  the  ablest 
jurists  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  agree  that 
aovereigaty  is  necessarily  and  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  territory  and  right  of  soil  over 
whioh  it  is  exercised.  Bo  essential  is  this  i^ht, 
that  sovereignty  cannot  exist  without  it — Vat- 
tel,  112— 90.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  now  States  were  admitted  Into  the  Union, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  of  dis- 
po^  of,  or  in  any  manner  interfering  with 
the  di^Msition  of  the  public  land,  or  any  re- 
lations that  Congress  may  choose  to  make  for 
secaring  to  the  purchasers  any  title  it  might 
duose  to  grant;  tiuty  havei  beta  deprived  of 


taxing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
for  any  length  of  time  they  may  choose  to  with- 
hold it  from  sale;  they  have  been  deprived, 
forever,  of  the  right  of  collecting  tolls  upon 
their  own  navigable  waters,  although  they  may 
imorove  their  navigation  at  their  own  expense ; 
ana  of  the  right  of  chatting  tolls  for  turnpike 
roads,  which  they  may  make  between  those 
waters.  Under  tiiese  circumstances,  can  any 
one  that  tiie  new  States  have  the  same 
rights  of  sovereign^,  freedom,  and  independ* 
enoe  as  the  old  ? 

Sir,  the  creation  of  a  sovereign  State  over 
this  territory  with  the  consent  of  Congress, 
was  of  itself  a  tranter  of  the  whole  titio  to  Um 
land,  and  right  of  domain  of  the  United  Btatea 
to  the  new  States.  If  it  would  not  have  had 
that  eflfoct,  why  annex  these  restrictions  i^n 
their  sovereignty  to  the  acta  of  admission  I 
The  very  necesnty  which  induced  the  United 
States  to  pass  the  ordinance  of  1767,  and  the 
subsequent  .acts  extending  its  conations  to 
other  States*  admitted  into  the  Union,  proves 
that,  without  these  restrictions,  the  new  States 
would  have  been  entitied  to  all  the  land  within 
their  limits,  and  all  otiterTlghta  of  eminent  do- 
main. I  have  shown  that  the  ordnance  ot 
1787,  was  a  violation  of  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia. I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
ordinance  was  repealed  ud  superseded  by  that 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  even  if  it  had 
been  consistent  with  the  compact  with  Virginia, 
and  valid  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Before  any  of  these  new  States  were  organ- 
ized, or  admitted  into  the  Union,  a  new  era  in 
the  political  history  of  the  United  States  oc- 
curred. The  artides  of  confederation  were 
found  to  he  wholly  incompetent  to  eflect  the 
national  purposes  for  which  they  were  design- 
ed ;  and  it  became  necessary  to  new  model  the 
General  and  State  Governments.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  formed  hi  1787, 
and  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of  Statea 
in  1788.  By  thts  oonstitutton,  the  States  con- 
ferred upon  the  Government  of  the  Umted 
States  all  the  national,  and  as  much  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necessary 
for  the  great  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse 
and  national  defence.  The  residue  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty  was,  by  the  10th  article  (rf 
the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  The  States 
fearing  what  might  be,  and  now  is,  called  a  lib- 
eral constmctioo  of  the  new  constitution,  might, 
by  the  influence  of  implication,  result  in  a  con- 
solidated, instead  of  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment, suggested  and  carried  this,  among  other 
amendments.  By  this  amendment,  it  is  ex- 
pressly dedared,  that  "  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  by  this  oMistitntion, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 
This  provision  plainly  fixes  the  boundaries  of 
national  and  State  power :  where  one  ends  the 
other  begins;  and  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  powars  granted  to  Jhe  United  Statei, 
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and  those  prohibited  to  the  Btates,  fornishes 
an  unerring  rule  of  coDBtruction  of  the  whole 
instroment ;  which,  if  adhered  to,  will  forever 
keep  the  Federal  and  State  GoTemments 
within  their  proper  orhits ;  and  the  exercise  of 
power  by  either,  within  ita  Ultimate  chaunek. 
It  Is  imposrible  to  avoid  error  of  constniction 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
garded (as  it  most  fk«quently  is,  by  American 
statesmen)  as  ftimishing  the  whole  ftindamen- 
tal  law  governing  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government  The  constitutions  of  the  several 
States  forms  as  much  a  part  of  the  great  code 
of  constitutional  law,  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
IFnited  States.  The  latter  is  but  an  emanation 
of  iJie  formerl  and  depends  essentially  for  the 
character,  extent,  and  exercise  of  its  powers, 
upon  a  correct  understanding  of  the  powers  ro- 
se rved  to  the  States.  The  States  intended  to 
grant  no  power  to  the  United  States,  that  they 
could  exercise,  separately,  themselves.  The 
creation  of  this  Government  was  the  result  of 
aecessity,  and  not  of  ohwce.  THere  was  do 
munidiMU  power  that  the  States  oould  not  ex- 
ercise ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to 
confer  upon  the  United  States  any  such  power, 
except  so  &r  as  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  national  power.  If  this  view 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  we  must  agree  that  the 
United.  States  have  no  power  to  hold  land  in 
any  of  tiie  States,  to  restrain  the  States  from 
taxing  the  land,  from  controlling  tlie  navigable 
waters  and  public  highways  within  their  juris- 
dictions, unless  such  power  is  expressly  granted 
by  the  constitution.  The  only  grant  of  power 
upon  this  subject,  Is  to  be  found  in  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  1st  article,  in  these  words :  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  exerdse  exclusive 
I^pdidMKi,  in  all  oases  whatsoever,  over  such 
district,  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,)  as 
may,  by  cession  of  pwticular  States,  and  tJfe 
acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  exer- 
cise like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by 
consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which 
the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
ne^Ail  buildings."  So  much  municipal  sov- 
ereignty over  the  soil  within  the  States,  and 
no  more,  was  deemed  necessary  for  national 
purposes ;  and  thus  for,  it  has  been  found  am- 
ply sufficient.  The  power  to  punihase  land  for 
the  eret^ion  of  '*  other  needAu  buildings,"  than 
those  specifledf  authorizes  the  purchase  of  land 
for  navy  yuds,  custom  houses,  court  houses, 
J^la,  &0.  Here,  the  whole  power  of  Congress 
to  hold  land  witiiin  a  State  of  the  Union,  or  to 
make  compacts  with  a  State  for  land,  ends ; 
and  here,  also,  terminates  the  exclusive  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  over  land  within  the 
States;  ynless  these  powers  can  be  derived 
from  the  power  granted  to  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union.  That  is  a  simple 
and  unconditiond  grant  in  these  woras: 
"^New  States  mof  be  a^itted  by  the  Cim- 
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gress,  into  tite  Union."  In  the  same  section. 
Congress  is  restrained  from  erecting  a  new 
State  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  States 
or  forming  a  State  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  States,  without  the  consult  of  the  Legs- 
latorea  of  the  State  concerned,  as  well  as  C-ob- 
press.  It  the  constitution  is  to  be  cuifiBed  Ik 
Its  operation  to  its  plmn  and  obTiotu  meflaiiw; 
if  to  infer  powers  not  granted,  would  be  a  il- 
legal accretion  of  power  to  the  United  States, 
and  an  encroachment  upon  the  rtserved  t^its 
and  municipal  sovereign^  oi  the  States ;  tim 
Congress  have  no  i%ht  to  aimex  any  oooditiaB 
whatever  to  the  aomiseion  of  the  new  States 
into  the  Uni<Hi,  and  such  ocwditions  are  uncon- 
stitutional and  void. 

Sir,  suppose  it  were  within  the  cornpetcocj 
of  Congress  and  the  States  to  enter  into  com- 
pacts, could  they  enter  into  such  as  woidi 
abridge  the  sovereignty  of  the  Stipes,  and  com- 
fvr  upon  the  United  States  the  sovereignty  thus 
surrendered?  Vattel,  in  discussing  tibis  ques- 
tion, as  between  nations,  says:  "A  natloa 
ought  to  preserve  itself^  it  ought  to  preserve  A 
its  members,  it  cannot  abandon  them ;  and  it 
is  under  an  engagement  to  support  ^em  in 
their  rank  as  monbers  of  the  nation.  It  has 
not  a  rights  then,  to  traffic  with  their  rank  aad 
liberty,  on  account  of  any  advantage  it  may 
expect  to  derive  from  such  a  negotiation.  They 
have  joined  the  society  for  the  purpose  of  be«E^ 
members  of  it ;  tliey  submit  to  the  authority  <tf 
tlio  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  in  con- 
cert, their  common  welfare  and  safety,  and  not 
of  being  at  its  disposal,  like  a  farm,  or  a  lierd 
of  cattle."~Pa^_  118.  Again,  1»4,  he  says: 
"  A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State,  is  null,  and 
not  at  aU  obU^kUvy,  as  no  oondoetor  of  a  nor 
tion  has  the  power  to  enter  into  enaagNnenti 
to  do  such  things  as  ore  ci^Mlde  <^  aestoojing 
the  State,  for  whose  safety  the  Govenuimt  is 
entrusted  to  him.  The  nation  b^og 
sarily  obliged  to  perform  every  thing  xeqidred 
for  its  preservation  and  safi^y,  cannot  enter 
into  engngements  contrary  to  its  indispensable 
obligations.  In  the  year  1006,  the  States  Gen- 
eral of  the  kingdom  of  France  assembled  it 
Tours,  engaged  Louis  XII.  to  break  the  treaty 
he  had  concluded  with  the  emperor  yaximiliaii 
and  the  archduke  Philip,  his  son,  because  that 
treaty  was  pernicious  to  the  kingdom.  They 
also  decided  that  neither  the  treaty  nor  tim 
oath  that  had  aoennpanied  it,  eonld  be  Inndii^ 
on  the  king,  who  hu  no  rii^t  to  wHnutt*  the 
property  of  Uw  orown."  Hidi  and  respeetafab 
AS  this  snthority  is,  I  will  call  the  attentkn  ef 
the  Senate  to  one  still  higher,  the  obUgatiens 
of  which  operate  directiy  nptm  our  legislative 
power;  it  is  the  constitution  itself.  By  the 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  which,  the 
States  are  expressly  prohibited  from  entering 
"into  any  treaty,  allianoe,  or  confederation,^ 
whatever.  Every  compact  between  sovereign 
States  is  a  treaty.  "  A  treaty,  in  Latin, /mdvt, 
is  a  compact  made  with  a  view  to  the  pnhlio 
welfiire,  by  the  snpcsiw  power,  ^ler  Ibr  per< 
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petnity  or  for  a  coiunderable  time." — ^Vattel, 
192.  ^'Aa  a  State  that  has  pat  herself  trnder 
tbe  proteotion  of  another,  has  not,  on  that  ao- 
ooniit,  forfeited  her  character  of  sovereignty, 
she  make  treaties  and  contract  alliances,  unless 
she  has  in  the  treaty  of  proteotion  expressly 
Tenonnced  that  right.  But  she  continues  for- 
ever after  hound  by  this  treaty  of  protection, 
BO  that  she  cannot  enter  into  any  engsf^ents 
contrary  to  it." 

Sir,  ft  just  MplicatloD  of  these  ]nindples  of 
tiie  law  of  natiMis,  taken  in  oonneotion  with 
iJaa  ^ohihitimi  in  uie  States  to  enter  into  "  any 
treaty,"  proraa  that  the  States  (tf  this  Union 
bare  no  power  to  otter  into  any  compact  with 
tiie  United  States,  and  mnoh  msb  with  Con- 
Ipreas,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  those 
mnmerated  in  the  constitution.  By  the  law  of 
zuttions,  lost  referred  to^  it  appears  that  a  State, 
'binding  herself  by  a  treaty  of  protection  not  to 
enter  into  treaties  or  alliances,  is  forever  pre- 
luded fh}m  that  right.    The  States  of  this 
Union  have  bound  themselves  by  a  much  more 
sacred  and  obligatory  instrument,  not  to  "  en- 
ter into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation." 
Surely,  then,  they  have  no  power  to  enter  into 
oompaots  to  abridge  their  sovereignty.   If  the 
oonstitation  prohibits  the  States  flrom  making 
•ooh  treaties  with  the  United  States,  it  is 
equally  prohibitory  on  the  United  States  to 
enter  into  such  treaties  or  ocanpaots  with  the 
States.  If  the  United  States  can  enter  into 
treaties  or  compacts  witJi  the  new  States  for 
the  acquisition  of  sovereignty,  laud,  or  money, 
not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  she  may  do 
the  same  with  the  old  States,  and  thereby 
change,  amend,  or  destroy  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land  by  compacts  with  the  States.  These 
compacts,  if  valid  at  all,  are  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  as  obligatory  on  all  the  people 
ck  the  United  States  as  the  constitution  itself. 
The  States  cannot,  b^  any  act  of  theirs,  release 
titUDMlvea  from  tJieir  operation,  they  can  pass 
no  lav  violating  them,  nor  can  Oongress.  But, 
the  cononrring  consent  of  both  parties,  like 
otiier  contracts,  they  may  be  cancelled. 
Urns,  then,  the  constitatltmal  law  may  be 
changed,  by  the  ^ple  opwatint  of  making 
and  cancelling  a  contract. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  these  lands  ought 
to  belong  to  the  dd  States,  because  they  all 
omtributed  in  conquering  them  from  Great 
Britain,  or  contributed  otherwise  to  their  ac- 
quisition; that  the  acquisition  of  the  crown 
Isada  was  one  of  the  inducements  to  the  revo- 
lution ;  that  they  have  been  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt;  and,  therefore, 
the  United  States  cannot,  in  Justice  to  them- 
selvH,  and  good  fSaith  to  their  creditors,  relin- 
cmiBb  them  to  the  new  States,  It  has  been 
Muwn  that  the  soocessfid  issue  of  the  revoln- 
tion  did  not  confer  upon  the  United  States,  as  a 
Govermnent.  the  crown  lands  in  the  respective 
States,  but  that  the  States  in  which  they  lay, 
b  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  sucoeeded  to  all 
the  ifferions  rights  of  ue  crown.   Such  has 
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been  the  opinlMis  Uie  ojld  Congress,  of  the 
Congress  under  the  present  constitution,  and 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  crown  lands  had,  it  is  true,  some  influence 
in  producing  the  revolution,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  Declaration  of  lodependenoe ;  but  it  was 
an  influence  wholly  adverse  to  the  arguments 
iirged  against  this  measure.  The  compliunt  in 
the  Dedaration  of  Independence  against  the 
king,  on  this  subject,  ia  m  these  words ;  "  He 
has  endeavored  to  ivevent  the  tH^nlation  of 
these  States;  fbr  that  purpose  obstructing  the 
laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners ;  re- 
fusing to  pass  oQurs  to  encourage  emigratitm 
hither,  and  rdring  the  conditions  of  new 
propriadons  of  lands." 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  this  bill  are  welcome 
to  the  full  benefits  of  these  complaints  agunst 
the  king  of  Great  Brtiun,  and  their  Just  appU- 
cation  to  the  existing  state  of  thmgs  here. 
These  very  complaints  may  now  be  JusUy 
urged  by  the  new  States  agdnst  the  United 
States.  Is  there  not,  now,  an  attempt  making 
to  discourage  or  prevent  emigration  to  the  new 
States,  by  refusing  to  pass  laws  for  that  pnr- 
pose  ?  And,  if  not,  by  raising  the  conditions 
of  new  i4>propriations  of  lands,  the  same  efifeot 
is  intended  to  be  produced,  by  reflinng  to  re- 
duce  the  price  to  fneir  real  vJne.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  at  the  present  seesdon 
of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument,  to  show  that  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  ought  not  to  be  reduced,  be- 
cause it  would  give  too  much  encouragement 
to  emigration  from  the  old  to  the  new  States, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  great  manufacturers 
from  obtaining  the  labor  of  the  poor  class  of 
society  at  a  daeap  rate.  He  admits  that  the 
population  may  be  more  rapidly  increased  by 
encouragement  to  emigration  and  agriculture 
pursuits;  and  he  might  have  admitted,  also, 
that  the  sum  of  human  happiness,  and  the 
preserration  of  repnblican  prindplcs  and  oar 
iVeo  institutions,  would  be  better  and  more  oer- 
tunly  promoted  by  the  same  meam.  But  the 
amount  of  his  argument  is,  that  it  is  better  to 
increase  capital  in  the  hands  of  manufacturers^ 
by  compelling  the  poor  to  labor  for  them,  than 
to  permit  the  poor  to  become  luidholders  at  a 
oheut  rate,  ana  pursue  agriculture;  although 
population  would  do  thereby  increased,  and  the 
true  principles  of  Government  be  beet  preserved. 

Sir,  is  not  this  a  direct  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  through 
his  Secretary,  to  prevent  emigration  to  the 
new  States  ?  Is  it  not  the  direct  (^position  of 
the  Executive  department  of  the  Government 
agunstthe  passage  of  .  this  bill  ?  It  has  been 
before  the  Smate  mr  several  preceding  sesdons ; 
if  it  passes,  its  eff^  will  be  to  encourage  the 
emigrati<m  of  the  poor  class  of  society  to  the 
new  States,  where  they  may  become  l^dhold- 
ers  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  rear  their  families  in 
freedom  and  independence.  The  i>olicy  of  the 
Presdent  and  Secretary  is,  to  deprive  the  poor 
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of  these  great  beaefltB ;  to  force  them  into  the 
seirice  of  the  wealthy  manufactarer ;  to  pre- 
Tent,  as  far  as  possihle,  the  popolation  of  the 
new  States,  and  diminish  tbeir  political  im- 
portance in  the  scale  of  the  Union.  Have  not 
the  new  States  good  cause  to  make  the  same 
complaint,  on  the  snliiJeot  <tf  the  pnUio  lands, 
■sunst  the  United  States,  tiiat  the  ooloniea 
did  uainst  the  ktngof  Greit  Britidnl  Bnt, 
rir,  this  attempt  to  amet  emlmtirai  to  the 
Test  ifl  and  useless ;  the  tme  of  emlgrar 
tion  will  roll  on,  in  despite  of  legislation  here, 
or  opinions  expressed  elsewhere.  So  long  as 
men  are  free,  they  will  porsoe  their  interest 
and  happiness  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  jac^^nents.  So  long  as  the  lands  are  poor 
■nd  oDprodQctive,  wd  aerioultural  prodacts  at 
their  present  depressed  prices  on  this  side 
of  the  Alleghany,  the  poor  will — nay,  they 
mnst — seek,  on  the  other,  richer  and  more  fer- 
tile land,  even  if  they  are  destined  to  be  tenants 
there.  It  is  better  to  be  a  tenant  on  rich  land 
than  a  landlord  on  poor;  it  is  bett«r  to  be  a 
free  nuu  in  the  West,  than  a  slave  to  a  manu- 
ftctorar  in  the  East 

The  gentleman  from  ICssonri  (Mr.  Babto^i) 
•ays  the  effect  of  tike  graduating  principle  of 
the  bill  will  produce  a  rapid  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  tne  pnblic  land,  and  a  monojpoly 
In  the  hands  of  speculators.  The  proposition 
In  the  bill  is  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  accord- 
ing to  its  qnalify.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this 
proposition  dai^;erons  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  or  nnjastly  favorable  to  the  pnr- 
chaserl  There  are  millions  of  acres  of  luid 
that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  pnblio  auc- 
tion, and  wonld  not  sell  at  the  minimam  price, 
that  have  remained  unsold,  some  for  more  than 
twen^  y^ars,  althoodi  it  has  been  subject  to 
entry,  by  any  <me  ohoodng  to  apply  for  it,  at 
two  douars  an  aore^  until  1831,  and  nnoe  that 
time  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  Is 
not  this  snffloient  to  prove  that  snch  land  is 
not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre  1  If 
it  is  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  is  it 
wrong,  is  it  doing  injustice,  to  sell  it  for  least 
If  laud  that  has  been  in  the  market  for  twenty 
years,  had  been  sold  at  first  at  rixty-two  and  a 
half  oenta  an  acre,  it  would  have  produced 
twenty-five  per  cent  more  to  the  Treasury  than 
it  would  now  yield  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter. 
Calculating  the  nmple  interest  on  the  amount 
at  rax  per  oent  it  donbles  itself  every  sixteen 
years.  Gentlemen  say  that  these  lands  are 
pledMd  for  the  wyinait  of  tiw  pnblio  debt. 
The  debt  is  more  than  doubled  by  the  interest, 
dnee  a  ^^eat  deiil  of  this  land  has  been  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  it 
will  sell  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Is 
this  a  Judicious  system  of  finance  and  economy  f 
Is  this  the  way  to  pay  the  public  debt!  I 
cannot  perceive  how  selling  hmd  for  its  value 
will  produce  a  r^id  depredation  in  its  price. 
Bnt  if  this  effect  could  be  produced  by  the 
passase  of  the  bill  it  seems  to  me  impossible 
that  the  lands  oould  be  the  snl^  of  profitable 


speculation.  Suppose  individtiab  were  to  _ 
chase  up  large  quantities  of  these  lands  in  tits 
expectation  of  making  a  pn^t  upon  them.  If 
similar  lands  continued  to  depreciate  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  would  not  ihtim  in 
the  hands  of  the  speoulator  depreciato  in  Ikt 
same  ratio?  The  loc^  the  mecnlator  held 
the  laoclf  the  greater  must  be  hie  loaa^  Oa 
Government  Imds  eontinoe  to  decline  wtiWr 
this  system.  Uterefore,  there  can  be  no 
Bible  daiwer  to  tiie  interests  «f  the  United 
States  in  uiat  quarter. 

Sir,  the  fri^ds  of  the  {wesent  land  system 
are  the  last  that  ought  to  say  any  thin^  aboot 
speculation.   Who  is  the        land  specnlatar 
in  this  country?    The  United  States  is  tiie 
greatest  that  ever  was  in  this  or  any  other 
country.   She  obt^ed  from  Vir^ia  all  ber 
waste  and  unapprrariated  lands  northwcat  «f 
the  Ohio  Biver,  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  mH 
them  for  the  c(»nmon  ben^t  of  all  the  States, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  diaehax^ge  «f 
their  war  deUs.  This  was  eiqwcted  to  be  dcM 
q>eedi]y,  and  sovmogn,  free,  and  independent 
mates,  erected  over  the  turitory  ceded,  as 
soon  as  there  should  be  suffident  populatian. 
All  these  pledges  have  been  ^sr^araed ;  the 
public  debt  has  not  been  dlschai^ed  by  this 
fund ;  the  States  created  there  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  sovereignty ;  and  now  tiie  lands 
are  to  be  held  up  for  high  prices,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  these  new  States.   These  lands 
have  already  produced  to  the  Treasury  upwards 
of  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  and  very 
large  bodies  of  them  renuun  unsold.   In  viola- 
tion of  the  ocMiBtitution,  the  United  Stales 
purchased  tnan  Georaia  all  the  country  now 
forming  the  States  of  mmisAvgi  and  AlAanu^ 
which  had  previoosly  been  the  snt^feefcirf  the 
most  ftandiuait  aystom  of  legislative  apeeala- 
tion.   TheyjMdd  nothing  for  it,  but  nonised 
pnrnmit  to  Georgia  out  of  the  proeesas  of  tiis 
sales;  compromised  with  the  Yaioocaava^ 
of  speonlators,  promimns  payment  in  tiie  asM 
way.  They  issued  stock  to  the  amount  ti  six 
miUions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, called  Uisdssippi  stock,  delivered  it  ia 
payment,  and  made  this  stock  reeeiv^de  in 
payment  for  the  lands  when  scdd ;  thns  eicUiiig 
an  hnmense  artificial  fbnd,  nc*  based  upon  the 
E^>ecie  capital  of  the  country,  for  the  punoes 
of  ensuring  high  prices  for  the  lands,  ana  «- 
riohing  the  treasury  at  the  expense  gS  the  citl> 
Bens.  The  residt  was  as  mi^t  have  been  ex- 
pected. niisliiarissii^istodcwaB  thrown  faitD 
the  market,  and  at  the  salee  ot  Hbeaa  lands  was 
worth  just  as  much  as  the  hard  dollars  of  the 
planters.   The  lands  sold  for  unheard  of  prices; 
the  citizens  were  many  of  them  ruined  by  tbair 
pnrohsses;  their  money  redeoned  this  stock, 
and  the  United  States  pocketed  a  clear  profit 
of  upwards  of  eight  millious  of  dollars  by  ths 
sale  of  much  less  than  half  the  lands,  withoot 
the  advance  of  a  dollar  of  the  purchass  mmej. 
And  not  content  with  wholesale  and  retu 
f^ecidatitw,  tl^  laid  out  towns  where  natm 
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nerer  dedgned  towns  dionld  be,  pnff«d  tbem 
1>y  tbeir  agei^  and  AOtaaUy  descended  to 
peddUng  in  the  lota. 

And  now  we  are  told  that  it  is  dangerons 
and  immoral  to  enoonrage  a  system  of  specula- 
tion among  our  citizens.  Sir,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment  gives  such  examples  o(  snooessftil 
apeonlations  to  its  dUzens,  they  will  not  be- 
lieve that  it  is  derooraliziiig  to  speculate  in 
land,  and  they  will  follow  this  iUostrions  exam- 

Ele.  If  this  system  of  land  Jobbing  and  spetrn- 
ition  is  pernicious  to  society,  let  the  Oorem- 
ment  abandon  it,  and  set  an  example  of  moder- 
*tion,  of  Jostice,  and  fair  dealing  by  restoring 
to  the  new  States  their  vudoted  aoverdgnty. 
The  territorial  Govemmaita,  within  wbim  the 
ecnstitntaon  antiiorizes  the  legidatire  action  of 
Congress,  affords  an  ample  field  for  the  opera^ 
tion  of  the  land  system,  without  extending  it  to 
the  States.  And  there  this  gradoating  plan 
will  be  fonnd  highly  beneficial.  The  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  (Ur.  Bbnton)  read,  in  his 
place,  this  morning,  a  statement  showing  the 
oenefioial  effects  of  a  system  like  this  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  There  it  produced  large 
sams  of  money  to  the  treasury,  and  no  specula- 
tion among  the  citizens.  None  of  the  evils  so 
much  deprecated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  Babton)  resulted  from  the  opera- 
tion ^is  system  in  Tennessee.  We  may, 
therefore,  foirly  conclude  they  will  not  hi^pen 
to  ttte  United  States,  if  we  adopt  the  ssme  sys- 
tem. Anothw  proposition  contuned  in  this 
bill  will  efl'ect  partially  what  the  amendment 
proposes.  After  this  system  of  graduating  the 
prices  shall  have  exhausted  itself,  by  diBposing 
of  all  land  worth  twenty-five  cents  and  up- 
wards per  acre,  the  residue  is  to  be  subject  to 
donations  for  one  year  to  actual  settlers,  and 
whatever  may  be  left  after  this  operation  is  to 
be  ceded  in  fuU  property  to  the  States.  Should 
the  amendment  be  rejected,  the  operation  of 
the  bill  would,  within  some  reasonable  time, 

S've  to  the  States  complete  Jurisdiction  over 
A  lands  within  thdr  lindta,  Adndttinft  tat 
Bake  of  argument,  that  tiie  United  States  nave 
the  light  to  hold  these  States  as  raasals  and 
fendatories,  would  it  be  good  poli^,  wotdd  it 
be  generous,  would  it  be  consistent  with  our 
scheme  of  Ooverament  to  do  itf  You  deprive 
them  of  many  of  the  essential  attributes  <^ 
aovereignty,  control  the  internal  police  and 
economy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  Inde- 
pendent. They  are  deprived  of  the  right  of 
regulating  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
the  country,  in  that  mode  which  might  be  beat 
calculated  to  promote  their  hi^piness  and 
prosperi^.  They  are  deprived  of  the  revenue 
derivable  from  tiie  soil,  the  most  certain  and 
avidlable  sonroe  of  revenoe  in  any  oonntry. 
They  are  subject  to  the  opwatirai  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  upon  sattjeeta  purely 
rnnnicipal,  wUch  do  not  operate  in  the  old 
States,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  for 
themselves,  or  not,  according  to  weir  sovereign 
will  and  pkasore.  A  nujori^  of  Oongreaa 
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represent  the  old  States,  and  are,  of  course, 
wholly  irre^KmriUe  to  the  ratiMDs  of  the  new, 
for  any  laws  they  may  choose  to  pass  <m  these 
subjects.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  peculiar 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  they  are  l^s> 
lating  for;  and  when  those  who  represent 
those  people  bring  their  petitions  snd  wants 
before  Congress,  tiieir  statements  and  represen* 
tations  of  the  actnal  condition  of  things,  are 
often,  to  their  great  mortification,  received 
here  "with  grains  of  allowanoe."  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  the  discretionary 
power  of  bringing  as  ranch  or  as  littie  of  the 
public  land  into  market,  annually,  as  ha 
chooses.  In  the  enrdse  vt  Hob  power,  be 
may  sive  a  prefiarenoe  to  the  setuemwt  and 
population  of  one  Statoover  another;  or  he 
may  restrain  the  settiements  entirely,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  eflbot  the  policy  oi 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory.  I  do  not  men- 
tion these  as  complaints  against  the  Executive, 
but  against  the  operation  of  such  principles, 
becanse  the  same  result  might  take  {waee  by  the 
exercise  of  the  same  power  by  a  m^ority  of 
Congress,  and  the  people  interested  be  equally 
without  remedy. 

Sir,  the  Le^slature  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  taking  into  con- 
sideration these  grievances,  addressed  to  the 
present  Oongress  a  respeetftil  memorial,  pro- 
posing to  purchase  all  the  lands  within  her 
limits,  that  she  might  th««by  aoqoir©  flUl 
sovereignty  within  her  JnriscUotion.  This  me- 
morial I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
Senate,  and  upon  which  a  committee  was  raised. 
A  minority  of  that  committee  decided  against 
selling  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  the 
present  so  much  eul(^i;ized  syetem.  If  the  Unit- 
ed States  refhsQ  to  give  or  sell  to  us  what  we 
believe  we  are  constitutionally  entitled  to,  we 
certunly  have  good  caose  of  oomplaint,  and 
will  oontinne  to  otmplain  nntil  we  chUm  oar 
rights. 

Thvbsdat,  March  27. 
Tha  late  General  Brovn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haekisost,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Brown,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hasboon  observed,  that,  having  asoo 
tained,  shortly  after  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown, 
that  he  had  left  his  fioniily  in  a  most  distressed 
ritnation,  dependent  entirely  npon  connections 
who  were  illy  able  to  support  them,  he  had 
introduced,  npon  motion  of  leave,  the  bill 
which  was  then  before  the  Senate.  I  did  it^ 
Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  nnder  the  convic- 
tion that  it  nnther  comported  with  the  honor 
or  the  intCTest  of  the  nrarai,  to  suffer  the  fSam- 
of  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so  greatiy  indebt* 
for  its  military  renown,  to  retire  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when 
the  Tx>^n1ature  were  in  sesrion,  without  the 
means  of  %  decent  support.  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  sir,  a  statement,  drawn  up  by  the  a4» 
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ministrator  of  the  deceased  GeDeral^  oontuninjg 
a  particular  account  of  the  wtnation  of  bis 
affiiira  It  is  at  the  serrioe  of  any  Senator  who 
may  wish  to  peruse  it.  Withoat  entering  into 
particalars,  I  think  it  necessary  to  state,  gen- 
erally, that  at  the  dose  of  the  late  war,  Gen. 
Brown  was  possessed  of  very  considerable 
landed  estates  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  that  he  was  considerably 
indebted  in  part  for  the  purchase  of  these  lands. 
He  bdieved  that,  but  for  the  cruel  disease 
noder  which  he  so  long  lingered,  he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  ftom 
bis  debts,  and  preserve  a  oomiwtent  provision 
for  his  family.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
by  that  of  others  who  were  well  aoqnainted 
with  General  Brown's  circumstances.  Having 
little  hope  of  being  restored  to  such  a  state  m 
health  as  wonld  permit  him  to  devote  a  portion 
of  his  time  to  his  private  affairs,  Gen.  Brown 

Sve  op  his  real  estate,  to  be  disposed  of  for 
B  benefit  of  his  creditors.  A  part  of  it  still 
remains  In  that  ntnation,  but  entirely  in- 
mffioient  to  pay  the  debts  for  which  it  b 
bound.  Another  part,  including  the  farm 
upon  which  he  formerly  resided,  has  been 
■oldf  and  the  latter  purchased  by  bis  scm-in- 
law,  who  is  stUl  indebted  ft>r  a  large  portion 
of  uio  purchase  money.  Besides  his  own  debts, 
Genwal  Brown  was  bound  as  security  for  a 
coo^erable  debt  d  a  brother.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  has  been  discharged  by  him,  but 
a  balance  of  some  thonsand  dollars  is  still  un- 
paid. I  now  offer  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
and  request  the  Secretary  to  read,  two  letters 
from  tne  phjrsiciana  who  attended  General 
Brown,  in  his  illness,  to  show  the  nature  of  bis 
disease,  and  the  cause  to  which  it  is  to  be  at- 
tributed. [The  letters  here  read  were  from 
Doctor  LovelL  Bui^i;eon  General  of  the  Army, 
and  Dr.  Henderson,  of  this  city.  They  both 
concur  in  the  opinitm  that  the  disease,  of  which 
the  General  died,  was  produced  1^  the  sudden 
.suspension  of  another,  contracted  m  the  army.] 
In  addition  to  this  testimony,  (uli  Ur.  H.,)  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  genUeman  of  the  greatest 
respectability,  now  m  this  city,  (Governor 
Gan,)  to  say,  that,  in  the  year  1816,  General 
Brown  informed  him  that  be  derived  the 
disease  under  which  he  was  then  laboring, 
from  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of 
^agara. 

It  will  be  seen,  rir,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  that  the 
Surgeon  General  asserts,  that,  if  General  Brown 
had  lived,  and  retired  mjm  the  Army,  he  would 
have  ^ven  him  a  certificate  for  a  full  pension, ; 
imder  the  existing  laws  of  the  country.  There 
is,  however,  no  law  now  in  exi8tene&  under 
the  protons  of  which,  his  family  could  obtain 
relief;  but  I  rely  with  confidence,  that  it  will 
not  be  withheld,  as  the  principle  upon  which 
it  can  be  supported,  strictly  accords  with  those 
upon  which  the  Government  have  heretofore 
acted.  I  can  say  with  truth,  Mr.  President, 
(said  Mr.  H.,)  that  I  would  be  ow  of  the  last 
men  who  wonld  introduce  into  this  country 
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that  system  of  sinecures  and  pensions  wliici 
has  produced  so  much  misery  in  another 
quarter  of  the  ^obe,  and  which,  more,  perlsapa, 
uian  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  langnage 
of  our  great  countryman,  Mr.  JefTeraoo,  "Th« 
European  laborer  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  mad 
moisten  his  bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  biow." 
There  is,  however,  no  danger  of  this,  as  long 
as  our  free  institutions  remain ;  as  liHtg  as  the 
other  branch  of  the  L^slature  consists  of  the 
real  repreemtativea  of  the  pe<^c^  mnA  Uiia 
the  representatiTaB  of  the  State  antborities, 
thenudves  fiuilj  and  finely  diosen  1^  dieir 
feUow-dtiniu,    Public  mmion  will  tiwaja 
interpose  an  effectual  diecJc  to  exorbitant  ex- 
pendttnres  of  the  common  treasury,  or  to  any 
which  is  not  strictly  compatible  with 
genius  of  Republican  Government.    Our  pen- 
sion laws  exhibit  nothing  which  is  at  variaitts 
with  these  principles;  nothing  whidi  a  free 
country  should  blush  to  own.   They  ocmtain 
moderate  appropriations,  as  a  requital  for  dis- 
tinguished services  and  snffo'in^  in  the  canae 
of  Hberty  and  the  people. 

As  yet,  sir,  public  opinion  is  far  in  advance 
of  the  Legislature  upon  subjects  of  this  kind. 
As  far  as  my  observatifm  has  ^tended,  no  sp- 
proittiation  <tf  money,  tor  $ia^  oUect,  is  Tiewed 
witn  sudi  dedded  approbation,  oy  the 
cau  people,  as  those  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  the  present  bill.  "Where  was  any 
measure  hailed  with  more  Joy  and  sati^actuu 
throughout  the  whole  Union,  than  that  whidi 
provided  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  indi- 
gent soldiers  of  the  Revolution  ?  I  had  the 
honor,  about  the  same  period,  to  introduce  into 
the  other  brandi  of  the  Legislature,  of  whldi 
I  was  then  a  member,  a  bill  to  extend  the  pen- 
sions granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  feU  in  die  late  war,  to  an  aiddidonal 
period  of  five  years,  and  I  can  say,  with  tratfa. 
that  no  act  of  my  political  life  ever  reecivea 
more  decided  approbation  from  my  cnutitSr 
ents. 

Mr.  Geabdueb  said  that  he  was  folly  aware 
of  the  deliaic7  of  the  oa&&,  and  the  dangv 
there  was  in  opposing  it.  He  was  willing  to 
do  justice  to  Mrs.  Brown,  bat  he  thon^  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  pension 
system  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
^d  he  was  unfriendly.  How  many  woonded 
soldiers  were  there  under  Gen.  Brown,  for 
whom  no  provision  had  been  made  I  Thb 
was,  he  conceived,  but  a  beginning,  and  he 
was  averse  to  going  into  any  pension  ^^tem 
whatever.  If  a  sum  of  money  were  necessary 
for  the  relief  of  this  lady,  he  had  rather  that 
it  should  be  paid  by  the  members  <^  Congress 
themsdves ;  and,  idthou^  not  very  aUe,  he 
would  contribute  his  |ffopor1ion.  This  would 
be  bis  own  charity;  but  he  did  not  tlunk  be 
was  authorized  to  take  the  money  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  and  tax  the  very  men,  and 
their  diildren,  who  had  coutracted  the  same 
disease  in  the  same  servioe.  He  knew  it  was 
not  popular  to  cf^oae  a  grant  fw  a  female; 
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mt  he  oonld  not,  consistently  with  bis  own 
'eelings,  vote  for  sacfa  a  measure. 

Hr.  NoKUt  said,  that  he  objected  to  the  biU. 
When  he  was  in  uie  western  coantiy,  he  heard 
he  epithet  milttaiT  chieftain  at  OTery  corner, 
mien  I  hear,  said  Hr.  K,,  the  philanthn^y 
ind  benenrfenoe  of  the  conntry  called  into 
laestion,  where  shall  I  shelter  myself  from  the 
mputotion  of  illiberallty  I  Or  when  a  military 
ihieftain  is  in  the  case,  shall  every  man  put 
lis  hand  on  his  month  and  go  home,  dlowii^ 
he  military  fever  which  now  rages  to  oonsnme 
rvery  thine?  Are  we  in  sticb  a  case  to  be 
re&ted  with  fkcts  from  the  history  of  Athens  f 
Yhy,  I  will  ask,  what  became  of  Athens  ?  It 
►ecame  a  tyranny ;  and  so  will  tbis  Oovem- 
aent  tarn  out,  when  once  the  constitatlon 
hnll  have  been  scorched,  as  it  will  be,  if  this 
nilitary  plan  is  porsued.  General  Brown^s 
noceas  did  not  form  a  debt.  If  that  was  all, 
he  yeomaory  of  the  country  had  eqnal  claims, 
rheir  widows,  when  deprived  of  th^  hasbind^ 
as  madi  as  the  wives  of  officers.  He  ob- 
ected  to  making  distoiotions.  All  ongfat  to  be 
rented  alike,  when  people  talked  of  economy, 
hey  ought  to  begin  to  practice  it  here;  and 
tot  go  home  and  talk  about  it.  He  was  willing 
o  go  heart  in  hand,  to  pnt  people,  when  they 
rere  disabled  in  the  service,  on  the  pendon 
ist,  but  he  oonld  not  agree  to  ameasore  bo 
tartifd  as  this  bill  proposed. 

The  qaestion  then  being  on  oigroadDg  the 
»ill  for  a  third  reading, 

Hr.  Berbibh  said  he  was  called  npon  to 
ocord  his  vote  on  this  qaestion,  and  desired  to 
tnto,  very  briefly,  the  reasons  which  would 
nfluence  it  Whatever  mar  be  the  resalt  of 
his  disoussion,  (said  Hr.  B.,)  all  vill  agn^ 
hat  tt  becomes  ns  to  oondnct  it  fn  a  e^nt  of 
lontnderate  respect  for  the  sufferings  of  the 
ifflicted  lady,  who  is  the  object  of  the  benevo- 
ent  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  sorrows  of 
vidowhood  and  of  orphanage  are  saored.  I 
im  persuaded  there  is  no  one  among  those  to 
vhom  J  address  myself,  especially  that  there  is 
lo  one  who  has  permitted  himself,  for  a  mo- 
nent,  to  oonsidor  the  really  destltnte  condition 
tf  the  ftmily  of  General  Brown,  whose  feelings 
vonld  not  prompt  hUn  to  alleviate  dieir  suffer- 
ogs.  The  refusal  <tf  any  member  of  this  Hoose 
o  give  his  assent  to  this  tnll,  wUl  arise,  I  am 
lore,  from  no  indisMH^tion  to  relieve  them,  bat 
Vmn  a  distnut  trf  the  power  to  do  so,  or  from 
^  bdief  of  the  inexpediency  of  estaUuhing  the 
>rinciple  which  it  prod^ms.  It  becomes  ns, 
ben,  to  examines  ^  calmly  as  we  may,  both 
iie  claim  which  is  made  upon  ns,  and  onr  own 
wwer  to  afford  the  relief  which  is  solicited. 

A  gallant  and  lifted  soldier,  who  often 
jeritl^  life  in  onr  defence,  and  wasted  health 
n  the  exposare  incident  to  protracted  warfitre, 
laa  been  recently  summoned  from  among  ua, 
eaving  his  family  in  a  state  of  utter  and  hope- 
ess  ^stitution.  To  the  desolation  of  the 
leart,  which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to 
jrphanage,  are  too  surely  snperadded,  in  their 
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case,  the  horrors  of  instant  poverty — the  abrupt 
transition  from  comfort  to  want — it  may  do. 
the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respectfm 
gratalation,  for  the  chilling  condolence  of  the 
world's  c<dd  charity — ^its  protective  kindnes^^ 
its  sapendlions  sympathy.  The  impulse  which 
prompts  to  the  reU^  of  snch  smrows,  is  innat^ 
Instant,  Irrepressible.  We  cannot  be  insendble 
to  it,  even  m  tiie  cold  exercise  of  leddative 

Kwer.  It  is  nature's  own  dictate,  and  it  will 
obeyed,  unless  controlled  by  the  imperious 
obligations  of  conflicting  duty.  Do  tbeso'tib- 
ligations  exist  here?  Hast  the  warm,  but 
often  erring  soj^sfions  of  the  heart,  be  re- 
strained ai3  silenced  by  the  calmer,  colder, 
but  more  enlightened  dictates  of  the  nnder- 
standing  and  the  Judgment  t  I  am  ready  to 
yield— It  may  be  a  rdactant,  bat  cert^nly  an 
nnqoalifled  obedience  to  the  latter — and  yet  I 
will  confess  it — ^it  Is  due  to  truth  to  say  so— 
that  I  woold  not  surrender,  without  a  rtrag^e, 
the  c(mvioti<m  which  I  feel,  that  the  vote  Jam 
disposed  to  give,  although  it  may  spring  from 
the  impulses  of  feeling,  is,  nevertheless,  con- 
sec  ratea  by  indgraent. 

Sir,  I  bad,  with  this  distiogaished  soldio-, 
no  intimacy  of  acquaintance,  and  of  him  no 
particular  knowledge  beyond  that  which  is 
common  to  those  with  whom  I  am  associated. 
The  story  of  his  life  was,  indeed,  familiar  to 
me,  for  it  illumines  the  page  of  our  national 
history ;  and  the  glory  woich  he  had  carved 
out  for  himself  with  his  own  good  sword,  has 
now  become  the  common  property  of  his  coun- 
trymen. But  there  is  little  need,  on  this  occa- 
Don,  to  invoke  the  feelings  which  belong  to 
the  intimacy  of  Mendship ;  on  the  contra^^,  I 
would  deal  with  this  matter  as  cddly  as  gen- 
tlemen please— as  &  question  of  power,  of 
Justice, «  policy. 

The  moment  is  not  propitious,  sir,  at  least, 
so  £&r  as  I  am  conoemed,  to  tiie  disonssion  of  a 
qaestion  of  mere  power — do  not  propose  it 
— but  I  would  not  shrink  ttom  it.  I  can  yield 
to  no  one,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  dtspodtion,  to 
confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our  Federal 
charter ;  to  preserve  inviolable  and  nntooched. 
the  rights  which  are  beyond  its  pale.  But,  if 
there  be  a  power,  which,  more  emphatically 
than  any  otiier,  is  given  to  tite  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  the  power  to  prorlde  for  the 
national  defence,  In  the  hour  m  danger.  It  is 
given  generally,  and  in  dettfl-^kiUy— freely— 
absolutely. 

If  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be  dictated  by 
an  enlightened  policy,  and  oondstent  with  a 
sound  discreti(Mi,  hi  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
the  qaestion  of  onr  authority  to  do  what  is  pro- 
posed, is  at  an  end.  The  portion  cannot  be 
muntained,  that  the  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  invested  with  the  war-msk- 
ing  power,  Is  limited,  in  the  remuneration  of 
military  service,  to  the  simple  folfilment  of  ita 
contract  with  the  soldier.  All  Governments, 
in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  exceeded 
this  limit.  This  Govemmeot  has  repeatedly 
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exceeded  it.  It  habitoally  acts  upon  a  princi- 
^e,  which  transcends  it.  What  is  the  princi- 
ple of  yonr  pension  law !  Your  contract  with 
these  sddlers,  yon  say,  has  been  perfonned. 
On  a  recent  OMasion,  you  have  sofemnlj  de- 
cided that  it  lias  been  foIfiUed  to  the  letter. 
"Whence  then  do  you  derive  your  power  to 
make  Uiem  objects  of  your  bounty?  That 
boonty  is  extended  to  tiie  wounded;  to  the 
relatives  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle ; 
of  those,  also,  who  have  died,  in  consequence 
of  trounds  received,  or  casualties  encountered 
tn  your  service.  What  is  the  pervading  prin- 
ciple of  these  acts !  What  the  motive  to  their 
enactment  f  What  but  to  cheri^  that  military 
ardor,  which  leads  to  deeds  of  chivalry  in  the 
bonr  ct  ocnmng  danger — to  nerve  the  arm  <tf 
the  soldier  when  he  strikes  for  his  country  t 
Look  to  the  case  of  Penekqie  Jkmnj^  sent  to 
hb,  two  years  since,  from  the  other  House,  and 
pused  without  a  dissentient  roice  in  this.  You 
^ve  to  the  mother  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died 
in  your  defence,  a  pension  far  five  years.  You 
have  provided  by  law  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  die  by  accidents  or 
casualties,  (I  use  the  words  of  the  law,)  occnr- 
ring  in  your  service.  Gen.  Brown  was  as  em- 
phatically sacrificed  in  that  service,  as  if  he 
hod  fallen  in  either  of  those  glorious  oonflicts 
which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

Hr.  Maoon  sud  the  pension  law  ought  to  be 
applied  eqnally  to  all — ^to  rich  and  ^oor.  At 
]n«seDt,  there  was  a  system  of  &Toritism,  not 
anlike  to  that  of  Great  Biitdn,  which  was 
eonstantly  referred  to.  Every  season,  some 
new  coses  were  added  to  it.  He  knew  that 
the  feelings  were  always  easily  excited  in  favor 
of  the  defenders  of  our  ooontry ;  and  he  wicked 
that  provision  ml^t  be  made  for  them  all,  so 
as  to  give  them  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
what  was  decent  to  wear.  This  be  thought 
the  right  system  to  equalize  the  operation  of 
the  pension  law ;  and  he  must,  tiierabr^  vote 
against  this  bill. 

The  cfuestion  was  taken  on  engrosring  the 
bill ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Uesars.  Banurd,  Barton,  Bsteman,  Ber- 
rien, Boutigny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Johnston  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou., 
Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  RobUns,  Rowan, 
Koggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Hd., 
Thomas,  WiUey,  Woodbury— 26. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  DIekerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  King,  Macon,  Koble, 
TnrSa,  Taiewdlf  Tyler,  White,  WiUiuw— 16. 


FsmAT,  March  28. 

Kmf/m  College— Qra^  of  Zand. 

The  bin  granting  a  township  of  land  ibr  the 
benefit  of  Kenyon  College,  in  the  State  d 
Ohio,  having  been  taken  np  in  Committee 
of  the  Wh<de,  Hr.  Chaitdub  moved  to  amend 
tte  bill,  by  providing  for  a  idmilar  grant  for 


the  benefit  of  WaterviUe  and  Bowdoin  Oal- 
Iwes,  in  the  Bltaba  of  U«ne. 

jCr.  KjlKI       tiist  the      mider  eooadm- 
tion  bad  been  reported  upon  the  petition  at 
the  Trustees  of  Kenyon  College,  aocompited 
by  a  resolution  of  the  lie^slatnre  of  tfae  State 
of  Ohio,  unanimously  ad(^»ted  by  that  bod^ 
enforcing  the  application.   As  strong  (and  lb. 
K.)  as  was  the  claim  of  the  petitionem,  tlma 
req>ectably  reoouunended  to  a  fhrorafaAe  bear- 
ing, there  were  other  inducements  to  be  fboBd, 
in  the  oiroamstances  of  tiie  ori^  of  tMs 
institution,  and  of  ite  progress  to  its  prcseMt 
interesting  attitude,  which  had  operated  man 
powerfully  upon  his  mind,   A  few  years  aeo^ 
a  reverend  gentleman,  now  in  this  city^  in  fab 
trmvelfl,  wmoh  bad  been  exteiuiTe^  tiiroadk 
the  western  country,  disoovering  tbat  tae 
means  for  edocation  were  not  oommerarala 
with  the  wants  erf  the  nmdly  increasing 
popnlation  of  that  great  region  ooimtxj, 
conceived  the  design  of  estabfishing  a  aenuaij 
oi  learning,  in  some  ctrnvenient  positifm,  vpon 
a  plan  as  extensively  usefhl,  as  the  cbea|ine« 
of  the  means  of  subsistenoe  oonld  possibly 
admit  of.   It  was  hardly  necessary  for  liun  to 
remind  the  Senate,  that  in  no  country  could 
the  Bubstantiala  of  life  1>e  more  cheaply  ob- 
tained than  in  the  State  of  Ohio.   He  believed 
it  practicable,  &nd  experience  bad  shown  his 
belief  to  have  been  well  founded,  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  an  education  at  a  regolar  ccdkge 
within  the  competency  of  the  great  body  of  me 
fiumers  of  the  coimtry,  and  of  mm  in  ortinaiy 
oironmstancea,  of  other  pnrsaits  in  Kffa,  to  edn- 
cate  th«r  progeny.   Wi^  views  thus  bmevo- 
Ittit,  this  pious  and  learned  man  (Bishop  Chase) 
proceeded  to  Europe,  and  obtained  from  weQ- 
usposed  and  wealthy  individuals  there,  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  this  ol^ect. 
From  faia  own  countrymen,  he  had  obtained  an 
additions]  sum  of  twenty^ve  tiumsand  ddlata. 
With  such  part  of  those  faods  as  was  not,  by 
the  donors,  designated  for  partioiilar  pr^essor- 
ships,  a  laive  tract  of  land  bad  been  purchased, 
in  a  central  and  healthy  pontion  in  Ohio,  and 
the  title  thereto  had  beeo  vested  in  a  eorwn- 
ti<»i,whidtbadperpetaal8Doeea^n.  Knlmi^ 
had  beat  ereoted  to  a  limited  eadent.  Laigerud 
more  oommodions  edifices  had  bera  putly  beil^ 
and  most  awut  the  farther  lud  of  individnals, 
or  of  the  Oovemmeot,  for  their  coroidetion. 

Ur.  BuooLBS  said,  as  he  had  presented  the 
petiti<»i  upon  which  this  bill  was  r^iorted,  it 
woold,  perhaps,  be  expected  of  him,  that  be 
should  say  something  in  explanation  of  its  olyect 
The  Preset  and  Trnstees  of  Kenyon  d<d- 
lege,  have,  by  their  memorial,  respectfU^ 
a^ed  of  Congress  to  grant  them  a  towitsbip  of 
land,  to  aid  their  efforts  in  reariiq;  and  build- 
ing up  a  seminary  of  learning,  whidi  has  be«n 
commenced  nnder  the  most  urorsUe  auHticei, 
and  is  now  in  a  state  of  great  forwardnesi 
The  ftmds  which  have  been  already  acmind 
fiv  tlds  ottJect,  have  been  rwaed  by  the  ntA- 
dent  alone,  (Biabop  Chase,)  who  has  qiared  m 
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paiiu,  and  omitted  no  exertioDa,  within  his 
power,  to  oany  into  eflbot  tUs  dedgn.  His 
great  oerotioa  to  the  sneoeas  of  this  imitation, 
for  aereral  yean  past,  haa  led  him  to  make 
great  aaoiifloes  of  property,  comfort,  and 
pineaa,  to  attain  his  objeot  He  has  ntoceeded 
beyond  the  most  sangaine  antidpatious  of  his 
friends,  and  even  beyond  his  own  most  ardent 
expectations.  The  donations  already  made, 
in  Eon^  and  in  this  country,  amount  to  fifty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  are  to  be 
exoloairely  ^iplied  to  the  support  of  this  insti- 
tation.  -  He  now  asks  Congress  to  grant  one 
township  of  the  wild  and  unappropriated  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  further  assist  him 
in  the  proaeontion  of  this  praiseworthy  and 
patriotic  nndertakiiw.  Mr.  B.  sud  he  hoped 
tiie  amlioation  wonfii  not  be  made  in  — ^he 
idnoeray  believed,  that,  when  tiie  Senate  took 
into  oonnderatioa  the  great  and  unparalleled 
CTertion  of  this  distingmshed  individual,  in 
the  cause  vi  homanity,  morals,  and  of 
learning,  they  would  not  withhold  the  small 
aseistanoe  aaked  for. 

Ur.  R.  said,  tlie  college,  for  which  this 
donation  was  asked,  b  situated  in  the  county 
of  Enox,  within  a  f^w  miles  of  the  centre  of 
the  State.  A  tract  of  eight  thousand  acres  of 
land,  very  rich  and  fertile,  has  been  purchased 
by  a  portion  of  the  funds  acquired,  and  on 
this  tract  the  buildings  of  the  college  have  been 
commenoed.  Its  central  position  will  Aimish 

Til  fodlitiea  to  the  hdiabitants  of  every  part 
the  State.  This  college  has  been  incor- 
porated 1^  an  aot  of  the  Le^slatore  <tf 
Ohio^  and  the  lunal  privilege  have  been  con- 
Itered  upon  it  From  the  rapid  prepress  already 
made  in  the  bnildings,  its  entire  completion  wiU 
be  effected  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 
There  is  always  an  interest  created  in  the 

Soblio  mind  to  know  something  of  those  who 
evote  their  lives,  and  their  b^  days,  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  for  the  service  of  mankind. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  would  make  a  pl^n  statement 
to  the  Senate,  of  the  great  and  extraordinary 
exerti<HU  <tf  this  distinguished  individual,  to 
build  up  this  college,  and,  when  it  is  con^dered 
that  he  haa  dene  so  much,  it  cannot  bethoudlt 
inexpedioit  for  Oongreaa  to  do  something.  The 
Prendent  of  this  institution,  is  at  present  the 
Bishop  of  Ohio.  He  was,  formerly,  an  Epis- 
copal cleivyman,  settied  as  a  preacher  in  the 
dl7  of  Hwtford,  Gonnecticat,  by  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  wealthy  congregations  in 
tiiat  portion  of  the  Union.  Had  he  been 
satisfied  with  a  competent  support  through 
life,  and  dedrons  of  living  at  ease,  in  pleasant 
and  accomplished  society,  he  would  have 
remained  with  his  congregation.  But  his 
mind  was  of  a  lugher  order ;  he  waa  desirous 
of  becoming  more  extensively  useful  to  his 
fellow-oitiz^  and  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
his  benevolent  exertions.  In  obedience  to 
these  hi^  and  honorable  feelings,  he  deter- 
ndned  upon  emigr^ng  to  tlie  westnn  ooontry. 
He  left  his  situation  with  great  regret,  aad 


similar  feelings  were  manifested  by  ail  his 
friends  and  aeqnaintanees  at  their  separation. 
It  is  about  ten  years  dnoe  he  establidied  him- 
self hi  Ohio.  His  inrctfeerional  duties  required 
him,  for  sevmQ  snceessive  years,  to  travel 
into  every  part  of  the  State,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
Here  he  collected  the  dispersed  aod  scattered 
members  of  his  society,  and  crg^ized  them 
into  churches.  It  was  a  work  of  great  labor, 
and  required  his  constant  and  unremitted  exer- 
tions. While  thus  eosaged,  he  liecome  exten- 
sively acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  the 
rising  generation.  He  saw,  with  deep  r^^t, 
the  great  deficiency  that  existed  in  the  means  (A 
education ;  and  having  connected  his  dec^tdes 
with  the  people  of  the  West,  he  resolved  to 
exert  oil  nis  ene^es  to  collect  funds  and 
establish  a  ooll^  for  the  purpose  of  Instruct- 
ing tlie  youth  of  the  country.  It  was  a  task 
of  no  ordinary  character.  It  required  per* 
severance  and  firmness  of  pnn>ose,  which  but 
few  possess.  He  oommenoed  the  wwk  and 
has  triumphed. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  object,  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  institution,  a  few  years  slnce^ 
visited  England,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
contributions  to  enable  him  to  build  his  college. 
He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  before  a 
great  interest  was  excited  in  his  favor,  and 
many  of  the  most  distingmshed  personages  <tf 
that  eountry  contribntea  largdy.  L(»d  Eeo- 
yon,  whose  name  the  ooUwe  bears,  took  an 
active  and  de<nded  part,  and  a  similar  fueling 
and  smtiment  were  created  in  others.  From 
those  generous  bene&ctors  of  learning  and 
science  he  received  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
money,  books,  and  other  articles  necessary 
for  such  an  establishment.  These  funds,  so 
generously  contributed  beyond  the  Atlantic, 
laid  the  foundation  of  this  institution.  Nor 
have  our  own  citizens  in  the  United  States, 
been  less  mindfUl  of  the  great  interests  of 
education.  More  than  twenty-five  thousand 
dolliUB  have  been  subscribed  by  the  people 
of  this  ooontry.  The  gmerons  and  the  pam- 
otio  have  everywhere  lent  thwr  idd,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  have 
ah«ady  been  realized.  This  money  has  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  (rf  hmd.  to  the  erection 
of  the  necessary  buildings,  and^^aced  in  i}roT 
ductive  fbnds  for  the  support  of  iWessorships, 
One  other  fact  ought  to  be  mentioned.  While 
the  gentleman  to  whom  reference  has  so  often 
been  had,  was  in  England,  many  persons  were 
desirous  of  making  him  some  presents — of 
conferring  upon  him  some  distinct  favors,  all  of 
which  he  declined  reoeivin^f,  lest  an  imputation 
might  rest  upon  him  that  his  object  in  visiting 
that  country  was  for  his  own  private  beuefiL 
and  not  that  of  the  Institotion.  He  requestea 
that  all  those  presents,  intended  for  himself^ 
mi^t  be  given  to  the  canse  in  which  he  waa 
engaged — they  rdootontiy  yidded  to  his  re> 
fimt,  and  gave  them  the  direotim  he  required. 
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Kr.  PjLRRiB  said,  that,  in  the  reply  to  sag^es- 
fionB  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
he  would  state,  that  both  the  colleges  in 
H^e,  to  which  a  grant  is  proposed  by  the 
amendment,  are  chartered  institntions;  each 
being  onder  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Trustees, 
perpetual  in  ita  duration,  in  which  are  vested 
aU  the  lands,  and  other  property,  belongings 
or  in  any  way  appertaining,  thereto.  They 
are  not  incorporated  as  sectarian  institations, 
no  partiotdar  religions  creed  being  required, 
by  charter  or  by  law,  as  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion for  their  Presidents,  ProfessorSj  or  other 
officers.  Gentlemen  of  different  religious  senti- 
ments constitute  their  Boards  of  Trustees,  and 
students  of  every  religions  den<nninati(Hi  are 
indiscriminately  admitted.  A  donation,  there- 
fore, granted  under  such  oircumstaaces,  would 
not  enure  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular 
individoal  or  religions  sect,  or  even  exclusively 
for  the  State,  but  for  all  who  may  hereafter 
have  occasion  to  resort  thither  for  the  benefit 
of  iostroeUon.  The  intimation  of  the  Senator 
firmn  Ohio,  that  tiie  amendment  has  been  c^«ed 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  progress 
of  the  bin,  is  most  assuredly  erroneous.  The 
Senate  could  find  another,  and  nndoobtedly  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  prop(wition  to  amend. 
The  pobltc  lands  have  become  a  fhnd,  upon 
■nrhi<^  all  who  are  seeking  for  grants,  either 
for  charitable,  benevolent,  or  local  purposes, 
seem  anxious  to  draw.  Applications  for  these 
lands,  for  such  objects,  have  been  increasing 
from  year  to  year,  until  now  the  proposition 
to  relinquish  the  whole,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States  in  which  they  are  situated,  has  been 
distinctly  submitted,  and  elaborately  advocated. 
It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  public  lands 
are  the  common  property  the  nation,  pur- 
chased by  the  Jmnt  Amds,  or  oonquwed  by  the 
joint  ^forts,  of  on  who  composed  the  Con- 
federacy at  Uie  time  of  their  acquisition.  It 
is  not  wondeifhl,  then,  that  members  from 
other  States,  wUcb  have  derived  no  especial 
benefits  from  t^ese  lands;  for  whose  institu- 
tions or  improvements  not  an  acre  has  ever 
been  applieo,  should  ask  for  some  small,  incon- 
siderable grants,  for  similar  purposes  within 
their  own  States.  This  consideration,  Mr.  P. 
believed,  had  inflnenced  his  collea^e  to  pro- 
pose the  amendment,  and  it  was  with  no  small 
ae^ee  of  surprise,  that  he  perceived  the  oppo- 
dtion  to  that  amendment  arose  principally 
from  the  friends  of  the  bill.  Gaitiemen  have 
compared  the  claims  of  Ohio  with  tiiose  of 
Uaine ;  and,  because,  on  the  division  of  Massa- 
chusetts, her  public  lands  were  equally  assigned 
to  tlie  two  portions  originally  constituting  that 
State,  have  drawn  conclusions  unfavorable  to 
the  {ffoposed  amendment.  What  bearing  that 
argument  can  have  upon  the  question,  is  not  > 
easily  peroeived.  The  public  lands  of  Massa- 1 
chusetts  were  the  common  property  of  her 
whole  population,  A  portion  of  that  popular 
tion  is  formed  into  a  separate  community,  and 
b^ng  I^ally  and  equitably  entitled  theretf^ 
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receive  a  portion  of  the  pnUio  fonds,  eqnd 
to  its  proportion  of  populotkm.  This  new 
oommunity  has  ako  a  common  interest  with 
all  the  other  Stat^  in  the  public  prtqwrty  *jt 
the  Union.  And  can  this  interest  be  in 
any  degree  affected  by  the  arrangements  with 
Massachosetts?  Most  certainly  not.  As  weS 
m^ht  it  be  aisiied  that  no  part  of  the  pabG* 
revenue  dumld  be  exproded  in  ICain^  or 
munitions  of  war  be  deposited  tberttn  fir  ha* 
defence,  because  a  portion  of  tbe  perauial  prop- 
erty, including  ordnance  and  military  stora 
which  f^e  hi^  heretofore  owned  in  commaa 
with  another  State,  has  been  ""g"*-^  to  her 
in  severalty. 

If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  tnraed  hn 
attention  to  another  view  of  this  case — if  be 
had  taken  into  consideration  other  facts  whicb 
seem  to  have  a  bearing  iqwn  the  qnestkm,  be 
might  well  have  c(Hne  to  a  different  conclnsicn. 
It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  especially  in  dis- 
oussing  this  amendment,  that  one  thirty-sixlb 
iMut  ^  all  the  pubUo  lands  in  the  State 
Ohio  have  already  been  panted  fac  ihib  nae  of 
schools  tbmein,  in  additHm  to  what  has  bea 
given  frvm  time  to  time,  fbr  the  endowment  vt 
coll^;es  and  academies.  And  what  has  Haiae 
ever  had  from  the  pulSio  lands  or  tniUie 
Treasury,  for  literary  purposes  t   Not  a  do^ar. 
'While  la^  grants  have  been  made  for  Tairons 
purposes  to  other  States— for  opening  road^ 
constructing  canals,  educating  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  other  objects — the  moment  any 
effort  is  made  to  let  in  a  State,  whidi  has 
shared  nothing  from  thi^  fund,  what  are  we 
told,  and  that,  too,  by  those  who  have  been 
large  partidc«tor» .  and  are  still  soliciting 
more?  Stand  aade,  your  oldms  are  still  to  be 
defemd  as  of  ioGuior  m»it  It  is  oived,  aa 
an  aigumuit  in  &tot  of  this  grant,  tnat  its 
eflf^  will  be  to  redvoe  the  expense  of  .ed^ 
cation  in  the  West,  and  tha^the  benefit  will 
accrue  to  those  of  that  region^ho  camiot  now 
avail  themselves  oS  the  advantages  of  a  pubUe 
edncaticni,  for  want  of  tbe  necessary  meana 
The  same  reason  applies,  with  equal  forock 
in  favor  <^  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
uiother  institution  in  Maine  founded  more  par- 
tionlarly  for  the  instruction  of  tiiose  designed 
for  mechanical  and  agricultural  employmente^ 
might,  with  great  propriety,  have  been  in- 
cluded.  It  is  no  lees  important  in  the  East, 
than  in  the  We^  that  the  expense  of  educe- 
tion  should  be  reduced ;  and  if  in  tbe  lattw,  in 
consequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  pro- 
ductive soil,  the  expense  of  subiBStence  is  les^ 
it  certainly  takes  nothing  from  tbe  force  of  the 
aranment  in  favor  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Ttlbr  would  not  have  risen  but  for  the 
reference  made  by  the  gentleman  frmn  Ohio 
(Mr.  Harrison)  to  William  and  Mary  College, 
and  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  drawn  in 
favor  of  Kenyon  College,  to  the  prejudice  <rf 
similar  institutions  in  Vir^nio.  Extensive 
grants,  it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  William 
and  1CU7,  1^  the  Kbg  of  Eogland,  jet  it 
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rested  also  on  the  basis  of  private  donations. 
Sat  'William  and  Mary  was  not  the  onljr  literarj 
institatiou  in  that  State,  which  was  indebt^ 
to  private  donatikms.  The  College  of  Hamp- 
^ban  £H^iC7,  which  had  been  for  many  years 
hig^y  ^roqieroas,  had  been  reared  oitirely 
fttnn  tbe  snbseriptiona  of  individnalB,  never 
Slaving  received  as  he  believed  one  dollar  from 
lihe  excheqner  of  the  State.  The  game  remark 
was  cqtuuly  tnie  in  regard  to  Waahin^n 
College ;  and,  as  to  the  tmiversity  of  Yii^inia, 
althoogh  it  had  received  conuderable  endow- 
ments at  the  hands  of  the  Lenslatnre,  yet  it 
also  had  received  important  aid  from  the  contri- 
bntiona  of  individnals.   If  ihe  right  existed  to 
make  grants  of  the  nature  contemplated  by  the 
bill,  he  oonld  not  admit  that  any  distinction 
existed,  either  In  principle  or  policy,  between  the 
ease  of  Senyon  OoUun  and  those  which  he  had 
named.  If  any  one  State  in  Ae  Ci^n  had 
stronger  claims  than  any  other  on  the  pablio 
lands,  Barely  it  wotdd  not  be  denied  that  Yir^ 
ginia  was  that  Statew  She  had  sarrendered  an 
extenrive  empire,  ont  of  which  had  been 
carved  important  Statea  Those  States  might 
be  jostly  conudered  to  be  her  danghters,  for 
whose  benefit  she  had  snrrendered  her  lands — 
whilst  she  had  placed  herself  somewhat  in  the 
mtnation  of  Kmg  Lear. .  But  he  did  not  ask 
an  Impropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  colleges  of  Virginia.    He  did  not 
brieve  that  Congress  had  any  right  to  make 
enoh  appropriation  either  to  them  or  to  any 
other  literary  institntion.   On  the  oofltrary,  he 
protested  against  the  passageof  the  bill  under 
ooosideratkm,  because  he  believed  there  was  a 
total  absence  of  sooh  power  in  Oongress. 

It  might  be  considered  that  the  proposition 
before  iba  Senate  vas  of  Utde  consequence. 
He  did  not  tiiink  so.  Immensely  important 
oonseqnenoea  often  flowed  from  i4>parently 
trifling  causes.   The  proposition  made  by  Mr. 
Madison,  when  he  was  a  Member  of  Oongtsss, 
to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  post  road 
from  Maine  to  Georgia ;  a  proposition  which, 
at  the  time,  scarcely  attracted  the  attention  of 
tiie  public ;  had  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
system  of  roads  and  canals.   All  the  advocates 
of  that  system  planted  themselves  upon  that 
precedent  with  an  lur  of  triumph.  The  sym- 
pathies of  Oongress  had  been  i^pealed  to  on 
behalf  ot  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  land  had 
been  given.    That  was  already  quoted  as 
a  precedent  justifying  the  passage  of  this 
bOl    He  thought  that,  if  the  present  bill 
pasaed,  the  Government  might  fairly  be  con- 
ffldered  as  having  acted  upon  a  new  doctrine 
pr^snt  with  consequences  the  most  fatal  in 
their  character  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
If  Congress  had  the  right  to  endow  a  college, 
it  had  an  equal  right  to  establish  primary 
schools  of  instruction ;  and  a  system  reared 
upon  this  principle  wonld  address  itself  as 
strongly  to  the  interests  of  the  States,  as  any 
other  which  had  been  acted  upon.  Nor  were 
Us  feam  npon  this  aa^eot  wholly  inTftf"**7'i 
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The  President,  in  his  first  message,  had  thought 

S roper  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
rational  University;  and,  acting  upon  the 

erindple  in  eastm»Oj  ftjpropoaition,  be  believed, 
ad  been  made  in  tbe  House  q£  Bepresentatives 
shortly  thereafter  to  establish  larimary  schools 
tiironghont  the  Union.  Were  ^ntlemen  pre- 
pared to  set  a  precedent  which  woidd  be 
carried  to  such  concludonsf  He  wanted  to 
know  of  what  value  the  State  Governments 
conld  be  If  thb  Government  took  into  its  hands 
the  supervision  of  the  highways  and  the  educa- 
tion of  her  children ! 

Mr.  Bbston  objected  to  clogging  the  bill 
with  a  new  provision  at  that  stage,  alter  it  had 
undergone  all  the  ordinary  forms,  and  had 
been  discnssed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ripe  for  final  decision.  He  objected,  also, 
to  mnning  parallels  between  tiie  daims  of  dif- 
ferent St^ea,  and  strildng  a  balance  wUch  was 
to  be  liqiddated  by  legislative  acto.  He  con- 
ceived that  every  bill  ought  to  depend  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  not  upon  its  associations,  and 
that  the  one  in  question  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
Kenym  Ooflege)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  its 
course,  free  from  the  eoropanionship  of  the 
way  passengers  which  might  attempt  to  join 
company  with  it.  This  bm  was  for  an  object, 
specific,  notorious,  and  recommended  by  the 
&vorab]e  request  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio. 
A  legislative  request  from  a  sovereign  State 
ought,  at  least,  to  stand  for  something.  The 
new  States,  he  admitted,  appeared,  almost  too 
frequently  for  their  own  digni^,  at  the  bar  of 
Congress,  in  the  diaracter  of  petitioners ;  but 
tliis  case  was  not  snUect  to  tbat  remark.  It 
was  an  m^cation  in  behalf  oi  a  Uterary  insti- 
tution, wnich  had  made  its  way,  from  small  be- 
ginnings, to  a  point  of  eminent  usefulness,  and 
that  chiefly  by  the  great  exertions  of  a  single 
individual,  the  pious  and  learned  prelate,  Biui- 
op  Chase.  The  fact  that  the  institution  had 
been  able  to  command  so  high  a  testimonial  of 
regard  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in 
which  it  was  placed,  would  be  conclusive  that 
it  merited  the  friendly  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. The  amount  of  aid  asked  was  not  con- 
siderable, whether  we  regarded  the  ability  of 
the  donor,  or  the  meritorious  nature  of  the  do- 
nation. The  United  States  had  more  land  than 
she  oould  sell  for  any  terms,  even  the  lowest^ 
The  township  requested  would  make  no  £mi- 
nution  which  oonld  be  f^t  or  known.  The 
benefit  of  it  would  acome  to  futare  as  well  as 
to  existing  generations,  to  the  people  of  any 
part  of  the  Union  as  well  as  Ohio.  Stndenta 
may  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the 
benefits  of  edncation  on  terms  of  unexampled 
moderation.  If  the  new  States,  and  Ohio 
among  others,  were  the  owners  of  all  the  vor 
cant  soil  within  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
for  them  to  sustain  their  institutions  upon  their 
own  resources ;  but  as  the  fact  was,  all  the  ra^ 
cant  soil  belonging  to  the  Federal  Government, 
paying  no  taxes,  bearing  no  share  of  the  pub- 
Bo  bnrUuDs^  there  was  oertidnly  a  uKwal  obll: 
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gallon  on  this  great  landlord,  an  absentee  in 
^e  worst  sense  of  the  word,  to  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  their  public  object,  wheth- 
er for  the  improvement  of  the  mind  or  the 
country,  or  otherwise.  He  knew  it  might  be 
sfud  that  the  United  States  had  made  an  appro- 
priation of  land  for  schools ;  but  he  oonsiuered 
all  such  appropriati(»u  greatly  overbalanced  in 
this  case,  by  the  fifteen  mUliona  <tf  dollars 
which  Ohio  had  paid  for  public  lands,  by  the 
taxes  which  she  had  lost,  and  by  the  increased 
Talne  which  the  indnstiy  and  capital  of  her 
citizens  had  cast  upon  the  pnblio  lands.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  need  not 
descant  upon  the  value  of  education  in  a  free 
country.  He  would  barely  say,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  republican  institutions  most 
depend  as  much  upon  the  intelligence  as  upcoi 
the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  MoIiAint  was  desirous  of  so  modifying 
the  bill,  as  to  make  it  more  comprehensive,  so 
that,  if  it  were  proper  to  pass  it  at  all,  it  might 
ttnbraoe  other  oUeets  than  the  partkmlar  insti- 
talion  prorided  ror.  He  was  nnwilling  that 
the  biU  ahoold  proceed  in  its  present  shape.  It 
involved  a  sol^ect  ctf  great  magnitude,  end  pro- 
posed going  farther  iSaa  we  bad  ever  gone  be- 
fore. Hitherto  we  had  confined  our  donations 
of  public  lauds  to  institntions  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  To  bo  sure,  these  were 
institutjons  of  a  peculiar  character,  as  well  as  it 
retarded  the  mode  of  instructioii,  as  the  nnfor- 
tunate  objects  of  their  care ;  and  on  these  ac- 
counts stood  in  need  of  aid,  which  might  not 
be  hod  from  individual  resources.  On  this 
ground  he  had  hitherto  stood,  but  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  travel  beyond  that,  and  ejtpropriate 
the  pnblio  lands  for  the  founding  and  endow- 
moit  of  an  ordinary  college.  He  ^d  not  know 
tLat  he  i^ould  be  opposed  to  snob  appropriar 
tions,  if  the  policy  could  be  extended  to  all  the 
States,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
Directs  of  education  in  each.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  confine  the  favor  to  a  Mngle  institution, 
in  a  particular  State,  without  a  prospect  of  ex- 
tending its  advantages  to  others.  The  whole 
subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he 
tiiought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  weigh  it  well 
before  we  acted  definitiTely  in  any  particuli^ 
case.  He  thought  we  could  not  make  thu 
grant  to  Ohio,  and  reAise  it  to  other  States. 
The  land  was  alike  the  property  of  the  whole 
Uiuon,  thon^  the  gentleman  from  OiAo  (2Cr. 
Habusoh)  seemed  to  consider  it  the  exdiwTe 
I»roperty  of  the  new  States.  It  had  beoi  ao* 
quired  by  the  common  fiinds,  and  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  cS  the  whole,  and  if  it  were  now 
to  be  ^ven  fbr  the  purposes  of  education,  there 
was  no  reason  why  all  the  parts  should  not 
share  equally.  He  saw  nothing  in  this  partic- 
ular institution  which  entitled  it  to  peculiar 
favor ;  he  thought,  too,  when  this  policy  was 
adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to 
such  State  its  proper  proportion  of  the  land,  to 
be  applied  as  in  its  own  judgment  might  be 
proper  to  the  several  institntitau  within  ita 


limits.  Mr.  HcL.  would,  therefore,  more  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Prific 
Uinds,  wi^  instructions  to  inqnire  into  tbe  a- 
pediency  of  making  donations  of  land  to  ead 
of  the  States,  for  the  support  of  colleges  withia 
those  States. 

Mr.  Babton  omtosed  the  bill.  The  Btstetf 
Oluo,  in  his  opuuoOf  had  no  spedal  cbdm  to 
this  donation ;  and  that  State  had  already  re- 
ceived its  Aill  share  of  land  tor  the  puipo$«tf 
education.  He  thongh^  if  lands  were  ti 
be  api^ied  in  this  w^,  they  ought  to  be 
plied  equally  to  all  die  States  in  the  Unka. 
There  were  a  hundred  institntionB  in  the  ono- 
try  with  equal  claims  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  Hatnx  said  that  this  bill  bad  been  cm- 
sidered,  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  makof 
an  appeal  to  the  good  feelingB  of  the  Swite- 
and  another  gentleman  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
say,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  wo^d  only  be  said 
of  proper  courtesy  to  those  at  whose  instuee 
it  bad  been  introduced.   Such  is  the  guise,  Ul 
President,  under  which  a  meaaare  u  nuend 
into  this  Hoose  which  involTes  ime  of  the  bmI 
impratant  i»iudplesthat  eoold  poeribW  bessk- 
mitted  to  our  oniuderaticm ;  and  wfaicn,  doitf 
it  be  sanctioned,  will  estabUdi  a  precedent,  dut 
cannot  bo  followed  up  to  its  le^timate  coiw- 
qnenoea,  without  undermining  the  veiy  fins- 
datlons  of  the  Federal  GovemmenL   Sir,  ia 
matters  of  mere  courtesy  and  good  feelii^  I 
should  be  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  ui; 
man  here ;  and  towards  the  new  States,  I  bm 
never  cheri^ed  any  sentiments  but  those  cf 
kindness.   But,  when  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to  the  sab- 
ject  of  education,  within  the  limits  (tf  die  mv^ 
eral  Statea— whm  we  are  called  npon  to  rtntdi 
the  oonstitntion,  ao  as  to  embrace  that  htfi 
dasB  of  Bttljeota  which  iqmertdn  to  tbe  ia- 
provement  of  the  moral  ana  inteUeetnsl  cona- 
tion of  the  people  within  those  States— are  w 
to  ^  told  that  the  dedsion  of  a  qoestioii « 
such  immense  magnitude  depends  entirely  npca 
the  courtesy  and  good  feehng  of  this  Bonser 
Gentlemen  insist  ^at  we  must  aHifine  oar  in- 
quiries strictly  to  this  bill,  which  nereljr  wo- 
poses  to  grant  a  township  of  land  to  s  eoSeit 
in  Ohio,   But  why  do  so,  sir?   Is  it  becMW 
gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  have  eipoM^.*" 
open  view  the  magnitude  of  the  qowtioDj^ 
volved  in  it!  Is  it  because  they  ^VP'^^ 
that  the  grant  of  a  rinide  toirndi^  to  w» 
win  be  0(Hutdered  a  Bmall  matter,  while  a  spa- 
lar  provision  fcv  evety  State  in  the  Cnioa 
would  exdte  the  vigilance,  and  alarm  the  feu^ 
of  those  who  look  with  distmst  on  all  exten- 
sions of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gowm- 
ment,  end  esjKdaUy  over  sabjects  which  pe«- 
liarly  belong  to  the  individual  States) 

can  any  gentleman  wink  so  hard  sb  oot  n 
see  that  this  bill  does,  in  truth,  uitoI«  fjj 
qaestion,  whether  the  Federal  GoTeBHX"* 
shall  take  the  subject  of  education  into ivvn 
hands,  and  apnt^oiate  the  national  fto^Jf 
tbatot^l  IpvtlttothecandoroftbeS* 
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atora  of  Ohio  to  sqr,  if  tUi  tdll  should  pan, 
win  they— can  they — ^refuse  a  shnilar  grant  to 
Missouri  or  Eentackj,  or  to  any  of  uie  new 
States  t  And  when  edncation  shall  be  amp^ 
provided  for,  by  grants  of  the  pnblic  property 
u  all  of  the  new  States,  will  they  refuse  simi- 
lar grants  to  "  the  good  Old  Thirteen  1 "  Can 
they  refuse  it  to  Virginia,  who  generously  and 
magnanimously  surrendered,  without  price,  the 
very  domain  out  of  which  this  grant  Is  to  be 
tnode,  and  who  surrendered  it,  too,  on  the  ex- 
press condition  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the 
equal  benefit  of  all  the  States?  Grant  it  to 
Virginia,  and  aarely  it  cannot  be  denied  to  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Will  dther  ot  the 
Senators  from  Ohio  nov  rise  in  his  place  and 
tell  JO,  that  he  will  vote  agidiut  any  such 

Sroposition?  I  know  they  will  not.  Such  a 
eelaration  would  be  the  deat^-warrant  of  this 
bill.  Then,  Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in 
assnming,  (what  is  in  truth  beyond  a  question,) 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  mnst,  of  necessity, 
eventually  lead  to  the  grant  of  at  least  25,4K>0 
acres  of  the  public  lands  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  for  the  purposes  of  education.  The 
qnestion  is  therefore  now  furly  brought  up, 
whether  it  is  constitutional  and  expedient  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  tc^e 
this  subject  under  their  care.  I  am  in  fovor 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
wore,  (lib*.  UoLanb,)  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instmotions  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency 
of  making  a  similar  grant  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  because  it  looks  the  tnttJect  fairly  in  the 
fiDuie,  and  presents  the  true  qnestion,  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  decide ;  and  because,  if 
we  are  to  moke  a  grant  to  any  one  State,  I  am 
clearly  in  favor  of  making  similar  grants  to  all. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever,  in 
entering^  at  this  st^  of  the  business,  my  pro- 
test agamst  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction, 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  to  purposes  of  education 
within  the  several  States.  I  know  that  all 
measures  for  the  promotion  of  benevolent  ob- 
jects find  an  ad  vooato  in  the  bostnns  itf  most  men. 
and  that  the  idea  that  the  national  funds  should 
be  impropriated  to  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  l^e  people^  (whether  by  catting 
roads  and  canals,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of 
science,  or  cultivating  the  minds  and  morals  of 
the  community,)  is  one  very  apt  to  be  cherished 
by  all  those  benevolent  persons,  who,  when  a 
good  end  is  to  be  accomplished,  never  trouble 
themselves  with  an  examination  into  the  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  measures  adopted 
for  its  accomplishment.  To  such  men,  the  Dare 
su^estion  that  the  constitution  opposes  a  bar 
to  the  prosecution  of  any  just  or  benevolent 
scheme,  is  regarded  as  a  profanation  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  instenment.  But,  sir, 
we,  who,  though  charged  with  the  duty  "  of 
seeing  that  the  BepnbUo  siut^ns  no  detri- 
moit^'  HaX  onrselTes  restrained  within  the  lim- 
its of  a  strictly  del^isted  antbority ;  who  per- 
odve,  and  fed,  and  ara  otnipelkd  to  aeknowl- 
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edge,  that  the  libertira  ot  fliis  country  can  mif 
be  preserved  by  a  strict  adherence  to  tiie  con- 
stitution ;  we,  who  know  that,  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction      the  Federal  Government  over 
matters  clearly  reserved  to  die  States,  wffl 
finally  overthrow  this  beautiful  fabric  of  Gov- 
ernment, which  now  stands  the  admiration 
of  the  world ;  we,  sir,  fn  the  exercise  of  our 
high  and  sacred  tmst,  cannot  be  influenced  by 
any  consideration  but  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  entrusted  to  our  care.   It  is  our  duty^ 
nr,  to  exert  a  vigilant  control  over  every  de- 
partment of  this  Govemmeoit,  and  to  re^st 
every  temptation  to  overleap  the  bounds  of 
our  anthon^.  Sir,  I  am  not  more  firmly  con- 
vinced <tf  the  unparalleled  excdlenoe  of  oat 
institutions,  than  that  they  must  be  of  short 
duration,  if  this  Govenmsent  shall  long  coa- 
tinue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  ova  matters 
which  bdong  to  the  States.  By  tiie  very  form 
KoA  stroctnro  of  our  Government,  tiie  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  matters  of  a  domestic  or  local 
natore  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  States. 
To  the  Federal  Government  belong  those  pow- 
ers which  concern  the  forei^  relations  of  the 
country — such  as  the  question  of  peace  and 
war,  our  commercial  relations,  and  others  of  a 
similar  character.   While  this  great  division  is 
strictly  adhered  to,  and  good  faith  is  observed 
on  both  sides,  harmony  will  exist — but,  when 
the  Federal  Government  shall  undertake,  with 
its  patronage,  its  influence,  and  its  revenue,  to 
invade  the  States— to  Interfere  with,  to  rega- 
lato,  and  to  control,  their  domestic  concerns — 
then  wilt  b^n  that  mighty  straggle,  the  issue 
of  which  will  decide  whetJiier  this  shall  become 
a  graat  consolidated  Government,  (with  all 
power  centred  here,)  or  continue  a  Confeder- 
acy of  free  and  independent  States.   It  will  be 
a  Btrug^o  between  liberty  and  despotism :  for, 
surely,  no  man  can  be  so  infatoatod  as  not  to 
perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereign^ 
of  the  States  mnst  inevitably  lead  to  despotism 
here.   But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  bill    Hy  purpose  is 
merely  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  Soiato  to 
the  importance  of  this  qnestion — to  put  them 
on  their  guard  against  suff'eriog  what  I  must 
consider  as  an  alarming  extension  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government,  to  creep  into 
our  legislation,  in  the  humble  and  imposing 
garb  of  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  in- 
s^ution.    Sir,  this  Government  has  already 
gone  too  for  in  assuming  jurisdiction  over  sub- 
jects which  either  do  not  belong  to  them  at  all, 
or  which  they  could  only  exercise  under  lim- 
itations which  have  been  wholly  disregarded. 
Let  OS  look  for  a  moment  at  the  powers  which 
Congress  have  already  assumed,  as  well  as  the 
eztrat  of  that  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert  The  Fedo^at  Government  has  tasen 
nnder  its  charge  the  whole  ml^ect  of  internal 
imivovements  witlun  the  several  States,  witb- 
oot  restrietion  or  limitation.  We  are  now  snr- 
TCtyUig  the  coimtry,  from  Maine  to  G^eot;^ 
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and  from  the  Atlantio  to  the  Mississippi,  nay, 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  to  the  very  frontiers  of 
ICexico,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a 
magnificent  system  of  internal  improvement. 
We  have  already  appropriated  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  millions  of  acres  of  land^  to  these  ob- 
jects, and  have  already  actually  surveyed  the 
routes  of  roads  and  oaoab;  whidi  it  woold  take 
the  vh<d6  revarae  of  tiie  country^  for  twenty 
yevsj  to  eoratmot,  and  yet  the  snrreys  are  not 
oompleted.  Beads  and  canals  for  military  and 
commercial  pnipoeea,  and  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail^  have  been  laid  ont  in  every 
direcUoD.  Bat  these,  we  are  told,  are  all  na- 
tional. Sir,  I  should  really  be  glad  to  Vaow 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  national  road  or 
canal.  If  those  only  ore  national,  in  which 
every  State  has  an  interest,  then,  certainly, 
very  few  of  that  descriptiim  have  yet  been  eur- 
veyed ;  and  if  all  are  national  in  which  any 
portion  of  the  people  have  any  interest,  then 
all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  latitade  as- 
sumed on  this  subject,  it  is  certtun  that  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  is  limited 
only  by  its  will,  and  may  be  exerted  to  tite  ex- 
tent «  the  whole  resonroea  of  the  country; 
and  it  wiU,  I  fear,  be  found,  in  its  exercise,  to 
be  a  power  not  to  nnite,  bat  "  to  divide  the 
States,  ^3iy  roads  and  canals."  Having  assumed 
to  yourselves  unlimited  Jurisdiction  over  inter- 
nal  improvements,  yoor  next  step  was  to  take 
under  yoar  care  the  subject  of  charities. 
Townships  of  land  Itavo  been  granted  to  Ken- 
tnoky,  Connecticut,  and  other  States,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dmnb.  This  has  been 
done,  because  these  unhappy  persons  were  un- 
fortunate. But  are  not  Inoaaos  equally  anfor- 
tnate  I  Is  there  a  form  of  human  misery  bet- 
ter calculated  to  excite  all  the  sympathies  of 
onr  nature,  than  a  fkmily  of  heliu«8  children, 
left  in  a  state  of  orphanage,  without  flie  means 
of  support  ?  Are  the  agea  and  the  tick,  and 
tlie  destitnto  of  every  class  and  condition,  to 
be  excluded  from  your  bounty,  if  misfortune 
alone  is  to  be  the  ground  of  your  interference  t 
Bir,  it  is  clear  that,  on  the  some  principle  on 
which  yon  have  undertaken  to  provide,  out  of 
the  national  funds,  for  the  deaf  and  dmnb,  you 
may  take  all  the  charities  of  the  country  into 
your  own  hands,  end  build  up  a  system  of  na- 
tional poor  laws  as  oppressive  as  that  of  Great 
Britain.  But  now  we  are  called  upon  to  toko 
another  most  important  step.  Wo  are  to  make 
a  grant  to  private  persona,  to  enable  them  to 
establish  a  college.  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  bat  to  a  oorporation,  consisting 
ooly  of  a  fertr  private  individuals.  A  great 
deal  has  been  sida  of  tiie  benevolent  character 
and  distinguished  talents  of  the  right  reverend 
gentiemsn  who  is  at  the  head  of  Kenyon  Col- 
lege ;  and  the  excellence  of  the  system  adopted 
at  that  institution  has  been  highly  eulogized. 
Sir,  I  accede  to  all  that  has  been  said  on  these 
points.  But,  if  you  make  a  grant  to  one  ool- 
in  Ohio,  will  yon  not  be  called  upon,  and 
«aa  yon  renue^  to  make  it  to  othen!  And 
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when  you  have  passed  through  all  the  re^ieo- 
tabte  colleges  in  the  United  States,  must  yoa 
not  take  up  the  common  schools,  and  provide 
also  for  them  ?  In  short,  at  what  point  are  yoQ 
to  stop  ?  It  is  to  m^  mind  perfectly  clear,  thjt, 
if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  may,  on  the  same 
principle,  bo  called  up<Hi  to  provide  for  all  the 
literary  and  scientific  histitontms  in  the  UnigB. 
Sir,  if  the  subjeot-mattn'  is  ftirly  within  jov 
Jurisdiction,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  a  Band 
syst^  at  (moe,  for  the  advancement  of  eda- 
cation  in  every  State  of  the  Union.  Uy  olgeo- 
tion  rests  on  the  ground  of  your  having,  under 
the  ocautitatkm,  nothing  at  all  to  do  wUh.  tiha 
sal^ec^ 

Mr.  UAfWK  said  that  it  was  of  little  eonsa- 

anence  whether  the  bill  passed  with  or  without 
le  amendment  Either  way,  it  would  demon- 
strate that,  whenever  a  door  was  once  <^»enedj 
they  never  shut  it.  It  began  with  the  d^  and 
dumb,  and  it  is  going  on,  so  that,  before  long, 
it  wiU  embrace  every  thing.  I  don't  like  to 
hear  members  talk  about  the  constitution,  aud 
Mr.  M.  It  is  osdess.  I  have  taken  leam 
of  it  some  yean  ago.  Hus  d<malign  is  for  a 
college  established  ■by  a  merit(^oas  indlTldaaL 
But,  if  we  look  to  the  merits  of  individuals, 
where  shall  we  stop  1  Is  this  the  only  estab- 
lishment in  the  United  States  which  merita 
asnstance!  Tale  College  has  always  beat 
highly  spoken  of;  and  that  has  as  good  a  daim 
as  this.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  a  ^ts 
institution,  or  whether  the  States  manage  these 
eetabUdiments  in  the  North  and  We6t--but,  in 
the  South,  the  State  pnta  them  up  and  snpidies 
the  funds.  If  you  begin  with  tms  institntion, 
wliere  will  you  end !  Do  you  not  believe  that 
it  wiU  open  a  door  for  the  entrance,  with  a 

Eetition,  of  every  State  in  the  Union  t  It  will 
ring  the  States  to  Congrees,  where  they  never 
onght  to  come.  These  things  «>pear  small  in 
the  b^inning,  bat  thmr  grow  in  conseqMBce 
as  they  go  on.  As  to  the  denre  for  ednoation, 
it  is  universal;  there  is  not  a  msn  in  the 
United  States  who  has  as  much  knowledge  as 
he  covets.  The  argument  that  education  is  a 
blessing,  has  never  been  denied.  But  was  it  to 
be  managed  by  Congress !  As  they  went  on  to 
increase  the  powers  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, they  made  it  more  unwieldy^  and  in- 
creased the  friction  of  the  machinery.  All  the 
States  would  ask  for  as«stance,  if  it  was  given 
to  one.  There  was  formerly  a  college  in  Mary- 
land, and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  all  the  prt^ 
ertj  was  destroyed,  but  the  land;  and  thij 
had  never  been  able  to  put  it  up  again. ;  but  it 
remains  as  it  was.  'Whether  this  was  to  be  a 
sectarian  college  or  not,  he  did  not  know ;  but 
he  was  agidust  tiie  donation,  on  all  eonddera- 
tions,  as  setting  a  bad  exam^e. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  decided  in  the 
negatiye. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eiigrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  on  the  81st  of  March,  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Bepreeontativea. 
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KoKDAT,  March  81. 
FretuiK  CoUmial  Trade, 

The  bill  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the 
UIondB  of  Uartiniqne  and  Goadaloape,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WoonsuBT  said  it  was  nnnecessary  for 
him,  at  this  time,  to  offer  any  tbinx  beyond  a 
brief  ezplaDation  of  the  origin  and  operation 
of  this  bill.  It  will  be  reodlectedf  aatd  he, 
that,  in  1836,  the  British  GoTemmentj  by  an 
Order  ia  Oonncil,  opened  msny  of  their  ports 
in  their  West  India  colonies  to  ul  the  worlds  on 
certain  spedfied  terms.  Those  terms  it  is  not 
important  to  ennmerate,  except  that  the  meas- 
ure was  required  to  be  met  by  other  nations, 
witiihi  A  partioolar  time,  by  commenual  regu- 
lations of  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  character. 
The  history  of  the  attempt  by  tliis  Senate  to 
reciprocate  the  measure,  Is  fresh  in  the  remem- 
brance of  all,  and  the  conseqnences  as  well  as 
the  causes  of  the  f^lure  of  that  attempt  need 
not  now  be  repeated.  But  the  French  Gov- 
ernment early  seized  upon  the  opportunity 
offered  by  the  British  order,  to  extend  the 
commerce  of  her  dependencies,  and  met  it  by 
the  Frenoh  ordinance  of  February,  1828.  That 
ordiooace  has  reoentiy  been  placed  on  the  tables 
of  an  the  members  of  this  House ;  and  its  pro- 
visions, equalizing  the  duties  on  tonnage  to 
vessels  of  all  nations  that  enter  Guadeloupe 
and  Uartinique,  and  imposing  a  very  low  tariff 
on  many  important  articles  of  export  from 
this  country  to  those  Iftlandii^  are  now  fftTntiiar 
tooU. 

The  present  bill  is  intended  to  reciprocate,  in 
A  friendly  spirit,  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Mr.  W.  sud  he  could  conoeive  of  no 
objection  to  its  passage,  unless  gentlemen 
should  apprehend  that  some  impor^nt  cause, 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  prevented  any 
steps  being  taken  to  meet  uie  ordinance,  which 
ought  still  to  prevent  any ;  orthat  the  bill  goes 
further  in  its  indulgences  than  the  ordinance. 

As  to  the  first  supposed  ol^ection,  Mr.  W. 
remarked,  that  he  hela  in  his  hand  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Department  of  State,  in  an- 
swer to  inqairies  by  the  committee,  and  which 
would  be  read,  if  any  member  desired  it,  as- 
signing  certain  reasons  for  the  delay.  It  ap- 
peared by  this  communication  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  presented  to  this  Government,  by 
the  re&klent  French  Minister,  as  early  as  June, 
1826.  It  is  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
then  made,  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  that  the  President  doubted  his 
power  to  meet  it  by  proclamation  under  our 
statute  of  January,  1824,  coocerniog  the  re- 
moval of  discriminating  duties ;  that  its  publi- 
cation was  noticed  in  some  American  news- 
paper, by  the  State  Department,  soon  after  it 
was  received,  tiiough,  Mr.  W.  sud,  it  had  not 
been  his  fortune  to  see  it  republished  in  any  of 
the  Northern  commercial  p^rs,  or  in  those 
printed  at  the  seat  of  Qovemment;  and  that 
nothing  alnoe  bod  been  don^    had  pobUdy 


transpired,  concerning  the  ordinance,  till,  on  a 
resolution  of  the  vigilant  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, it  was  communicated  to  this  liody.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thus  communi- 
cated, it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  they  seeing  no  reason  why 
the  ordinance  should  not  be  promptly  met,  by 
a  grant  of  similar  privileges  to  the  oommerce 
of  those  islands,  had  reported  the  present  bilL 

The  committee  deemed  it  necessary  to  act 
speedily,  aa  the  long  delay  to  reciprocate  tlM 
measore  hod  given  rise  to  a  report  which,  he 
trosted,  would  not  be  verified,  tliat  the  privi- 
leges, so  far  as  regards  American  vesselsjjiad 
been,  or  were  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  They 
deemed  the  trodo  also  of  sufGcient  importance 
to  this  country  to  require  early  and  sednlous 
attention  from  the  constituted  authorities,  in  its 
preservation  and  improvement. 

Mr.  SiLSBKB  said  toat  the  bill  under  conuder- 
ation  received  his  approbation  in  committee, 
and  would  receive  the  support  of  his  vote  in 
the  Senate.  He  considered  the  ordinance  of 
France  as  a  measare  adopted  by  that  Grovem- 
ment  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and 
without  reference  to  the  accommodation  of 
other  powers.  The  decree  itself  diows  tlus, 
by  the  omission  In  it  of  such  providmis  as  are 
found  in  the  acts  of  our  own,  and  every  othw 
Government,  which  are  contemplated  to  be 
met  by,  or  to  depend  on,  the  'acts  of  anotlier 
party.  It  is  a  temporary  act,  smd  Mr.  S.,  re- 
vokable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  must  have  been  so  considered  by 
this  Government,  to  whom  it  was  not  then 
even  sa^ested  that  a  corresponding  act  on  our 
port  was  required  or  expected.  The  supposi- 
tion that  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this 
decree  had  been  kept  a  secret  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  Mr.  S.  sud,  was  erroneous. 
Although  he  had  not  heard  of  this  decree  faim- 
scl(|  until  rinoe  the  commencement  of  tiie  pres- 
ent sesdon  of  Congress,  and,  under  an  iqipre- 
hensicm  that  its  eidstenee  might  not  be  general^ 
known,  he  had  ft^arded  several  copies  of  ft 
to  commercial  sectims  of  the  oonntry,  yet  he 
did  not  do  this  with  any  expectation  of  ^ving 
information  to  those  who  are  usually  engaged 
in  trade  to  those  islands,  as  he  could  not  believe 
tliem  to  have  been  so  long  ignorant  of  it ;  for 
these  voyages  are  mode  every  few  months,  and, 
if  tho  rates  of  duties,  or  privileges  of  trade, 
were  e^ntiolly  altered  by  this  decree,  no  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  a  vessel,  which  hod  been  at 
those  islands  since  it  took  effect,  could  be  so 
regardless  of  their  interest  as  not  to  have  a  full 
knowledge  of  it,  Mr.  S.  said  that,  very  soon 
after  hearing  of  this  decree,  he  found  that  it 
hod  been  published  in  several  newqu^tera;  me 
of  which  publioatirais  he  bad  seen  in  a  Balti- 
more paper  (he  believed  it  was  the  Commercial 
and  Dwy  Advertiser)  of  the  &6th  of  June, 
1828,  extracted  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the 
24th  June,  which  pubiicaticm  was  made  over 
the  name  of  the  French  Oonsnl,  and  gave  aU 
the  partioalan  <tf  tilt  decree.  Thedateof  thit 
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pabllcati<m,  Hr.  S.  believed,  was  the  very  day 
on  which  it  was  received  hj  our  GoTenunent ; 
go  that  they  could  have  given  no  more  pub- 
licitj  to  it  than  they  most  have  seen  had 
already  been  done  by  an  officer  of  the  French 
Government 

Mr.  S.  Bud  he  knew  it  waa  the  practice  of 
the  Government  to  pnblish  onr  own  lawa,  or 
those  of  a  leading  character ;  but  he  did  not 
IcQov  whether  it  was,  or  waa  not,  their  prac- 
tice to  pahliah  those  of  foreign  Govenunenta ; 
he  hod,  however,  nnderstood  that  snch  vaa  not 
tbeir  practice ;  at  any  rate,  it  could  not  have 
been  neoeasair  in  thia  caae,  tetitag  that  it  had- 
already  been  done  by  an  offloer  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  the  act  had  emanated.  Hr. 
6.  aaid  the  Senator  from  Kew  Hampshire  had 
misapprehended  the  amount  of  duty  on  rice, 
in  stating  it  to  be  7  per  cent.  Ho  wonld  find 
it  to  be  7  franca  per  100  kUogrammes,  which  is 
equal  to  65|  cents  per  hundred  weight,  or 
about  20  to  ISO  per  cent,  on  its  prime  cost ;  bat, 
vhatwer  may  ne  the  rates  oi  duties,  they  are 
to  be  the  same  on  importations  in  our  vessels, 
as  in  those  of  France,  which  should  satisfy  ns 
OD  this  point  [Mr.  S.  here  enumerated  the 
kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  export- 
ed to  these  colonies  the  last  year,  giving  an 
a^regate  amount  of  900,000  dollars.]  Ur.  S. 
suggested  to  the  Senate  (without  offering  any 
amendment)  that  the  proviso  of  the  bill  did 
not  authorize  the  President  to  annul  it,  while 
any  one  of  the  privil^s  granted  by  the  decree 
ezUted,  or  whUe  any  one  of  the  articles  enn- 
mer&ted  in  it,  were  admitted  into  the  French 
islands, 

Mr.  WooDBtiBT  remarked  that  he  had  inad- 
Tcrtontly  stated  the  duty  on  rice  at  7  per  cent 
At  7  francs  the  hundred  kilogrammes,  it  would 
amount  to  from  16  to  20  per  cent 

Mr.  Bbanch  rejoined,  that,  with  the  highest 
respect  for  the  gentlemaa  frran  Massachueetts, 
(Mr.  SiUBKi,)  he  very  much  questioned  wheth- 
er the  Senior  himadf  was  satisfied  with  the 
reasons  assigned  for  tiie  suppression  of  this 
truly  important  information.  For  he  now  con- 
Biders  it  to  be  our  duty  to  pass  the  bill  on  your 
table,  and  thus  place  uie  tiade  of  the  two  coun- 
tries on  the  basis  of  equality.  Had  the  genUe- 
man  been  in  possession  of  this  infonnation  at 
the  last  session,  would  he  not  have  considered 
it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  have  advocated  the 
passage  of  a  similar  law  then?  Most  assuredly  he 
would ;  for  all  must  admit  that,  if  it  is  right 
and  necessary  to  legislate  now,  it  was  eqniuly 
so  then.  Why,  then,  has  this  ordinance,  this 
new  tariff,  of  duties  on  the  trade  with  Guade- 
loupe and  Martinique,  been  withheld  from  the 
American  Congress?  Ur.  President,  the  cause 
is  bat  too  apparent   Believe  me,  sir,  the  peo- 

Ele  of  this  country  are  too  Intelligent  to  be 
linded  in  this  way;  a  short  retrospect  will 
mable  them  to  understand  the  policy  and  views 
of  those  at  the  head  of  oar  (Government,  and 
properly  to  ^medate  their  motives.  The  dis- 
doBure  was  oaloulated  to  reflect  on  themselves, 
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and  to  throw  their  own  conduct  into  discre^ 
Mr.  Clay  says  that  the  Frracb  ordinance  was 

published  in  some  one  or  two  <^  the  new^ia- 
pers  of  this  country  in  1826,  whic^,  however, 
no  person  that  we  know  of^  or  the  ccmmuttee, 
could  find,  ever  saw,  or  can  now  find.  Adnrit 
it  however,  to  be  true,  is  it  a  sufficient  reascai 
why  the  President  of  the  United  States  dionld 
not  have  (Officially  communicated  the  intdfi- 
gence  to  both  Houses  of  Congressf  Jb  tins  tiha 
proper  course  for  the  Chief  Magistatite  to  pvr* 
sue  ?  For  an  offloer,  whose  constitutioiial  and 
sworn  duty  it  is  to  ^ve  all  proper  infwznation, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Cingreea  of  the 
United  States!  No,  sir,  this  cannot  hare  been 
the  true  reason  for  withholding  the  facta  from 
Congress.  It  is  a  mere  subterfbge,  disreputa- 
ble to  the  American  character.  Thej  have,  by 
their  own  showing,  said  Mr.  B.,  acted  in  a 
manner  which  mente  the  severe  repr^enaoa 
of  tiie  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  XAZBwxLL  would  surest  to  the  Ghsir- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  (Mr. 
WooDBDBT,)  who  iotroduoed  the  bill,  of  whidi 
he  entirely  approved,  whether  there  was  not 
some  hazsra  that  this  bill,  in  its  present  shapi^ 
would  repeal  the  construction  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  givm  to  the  law  relating  the 
commercial  interoonrse  between  this  ooontry 
and  France  herself.  The  Senate  had  seen,  friwi 
a  communication  made  by  the  Secretary  oi 
State,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretioa 
vested  in  the  Treasury  Department,  on  the 
arrival  of  some  Frendi  vessels  from  France, 
via  Martinique,  doubts  er<xo  whether  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  coming  from  France  or 
from  Martinique.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
as  to  the  duties  to  be  pud  in  eitha-  case ;  but 
the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  bad  been 
directed  to  consider  them  as  ccHoing  from 
France ;  thus  placing  them  in  the  most  favor^ 
able  situation.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  veead 
bound  from  Fhmoe  to  Uartiniqne,  with  a  cargo 
of  claret,  sells,  on  her  arrival  there,  a  |Mut  of 
her  cai^,  and  with  the  balance  arrives  in  the 
United  States,  will  she,  if  tliis  bill  passes,  be 
rejpirded  any  longer  as  a  vessel  from  F^oe, 
or  from  Martinique  1  Might  not  the  passage  os 
this  bill  be  r^arded  as  confirming  the  Execu- 
tive oonstruction,  and  so  subject  such  vessels 
to  greater  duties  than  are  now  imposed  on  our 
own  vessels,  under  similar  cireometances,  and 
thus  subject  our  navigaticm  to  greater  Ibsses 
than  any  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  biB 
wonld  produce !  Hr.  T.  thought  the  bill  had 
better  be  so  emended  as  to  guard  against  such 
a  posdble  result 

Mr.  SiirrH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting^  in  the  fifth  linei  after  the 
word  "idands,"  the  words  of  FraDee." 
The  olject  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  S.  sud,  wis 
apparent  He  had  understood  that  French  ves* 
sels  coming  from  Franc^  via  Martiniqne  and 
Guadeloupe,  have  been  admitted  into  onr  ports 
onthetennsoftheo(mventi<m;  and  this  bemg 
the  oiNk  why,  said  be,  leave  the  matter  to  eoft* 
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Btraction  f  Why  not  word  yonr  hiw  so  that  it 
may  be  expressed  I  1i  the  bill  passes,  and  goes 
out  to  the  world  in  its  present  sluipe,  it  wiU  be 
considered  that  Teseela  coming  here  from  the 
Fnndt  oolantea.  originally  from  EVance^  will 
be  snbjeet  to  alien  daties;  and  Fraooe  will 
^en  have  oanse  to  compl^.  Why  not,  sud 
^r.  3.,  make  the  matter  so  plaiti  as  to  be  un- 
derstood by  everybody  t  France,  said  he,  em- 
ploys very  few  colonial  vessels:  her  colonial 
trade  is  principally  carried  on  by  vessels  com- 
ing from  old  France,  and  touching  at  their  col- 
onies for  cargoes,  which  they  bring  to  our 
aonthern  ports.  The  French  trade  is  very  im- 
portant to  us ;  it  had  qoadnipled  itself  since 
the  convention  was  entered  into.  That  con- 
vention, said  Mr.  S.,  was  very  odious  to  the 
French  merchants,  particDlarly  to  those  of 
Bordeaux ;  for  he  believed  himself  warranted 
in  aaserdng  that,  rinoe  our  vessels  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  ports  of  France  on  the  same 
tonnage  duties  as  French  vessels,  nine-tenths 
of  the  trade  was  in  our  hands.  Sir,  said  Ur. 
B.,  a  new  administration  has  come '  into  power 
in  France ;  we  not  know  what  their  views  are ; 
but  we  do  know  that  the  views  of  Villele  were 
of  the  most  liberal  kind.  He  was  going  on 
gradually  to  place  the  trade  of  the  whole  world 
on  terms  of  the  most  fair  and  perfect  re- 
ciprocity. He  did  not  know,  as  he  had  just 
observed,  what  might  bo  the  policy  of  the  new 
French  Ministry ;  but  the  merchants  of  Bor- 
deaux were  using  every  exertion  to  abn^ato 
the  convention.  They  say,  that,  since  it  was 
entered  into,  the  Americaiu  mon<9dize  the 
whole  trade. 

Of  all  eonntries,  said  Vx.  S.,  I  wish  to  con- 
state Fraooe.  She  is  important  to  ns  in  a  po- 
litical point  of  view — ^important  to  us  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view.  Oar  exchanges  with 
ber  are  highly  advantageous,  as  she  takes  from 
ns  oar  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  steples, 
and,  in  return,  we  get  from  her  many  articles 
much  cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  Eng- 
land. From  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  sab- 
Joct,  he  could  not  bnt  hope  that  this  amend- 
ment might  prevaiL 

Why,  said  he,  leave  that  to  construction, 
which  we  can  make  express  f  Why  not  make 
our  law  snoli,  that  Enmoe  be  perfectly 
satined  f 

ICr.  VoLAim  said,  tiiat  he  was  not  very  de- 
dded  in  his  ol^ectioos  to  the  amendment  but 

he  considered  it  not  altogether  consistent  with 
the  bill,  and  rather  a  departore  from  practice ; 
and  on  those  grounds  he  shonld  be  gratified  if 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it.  The  bill  was 
not  framed  with  a  view  to  the  direct  trade ; 
and  no  provision  that  they  conld  insert  would 
affect  the  convention  between  this  country  uid 
France.  The  bill  is  solely  implied  to  the  regu- 
hrtion  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  arrangement 
which  was  to  be  made  by  this  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  direct  trade,  was,  he  considered, 
settled  by  treaty.  Whether  vessels  coming 
frrai  fhuoe^  and  tonobing  at  the  oolOTuesj 


should  be  admitted  here,  was  not  the  question 
under  discussion.  The  Government  has  already 
dedded  tiiat  their  ctmstraotion  of  the  conven- 
tion is  favorable  to  their  admission.  On  that 
snbjeet,  therefore,  nothing  could  be  done,  and 
nothing  was  needed.  It  was  ah^y  s^ed 
by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this  right,  Oon- 
pess  could  not  prevent  it.  If  ^y  have  not, 
It  onght  not  to  be  given  to  them,  and  Goograas 
ought  not  to  interfere.  Suppose  that  France 
were  to  put  a  different  construction  on  the  con- 
vention to-morrow,  by  which  this  privilege, 
granted  to  them  by  onr  Government,  should  be 
denied  to  us  iu  return?  We  should  then  be 
bound  by  our  law.  We  could  not  then  control 
any  unexpected  act  of  the  French  Government, 
because  we  should  have  tied  up  the  hands  of 
our  Execntive  by  this  bilL  At  present,  t^e 
oonstmction  of  the  convention  by  oar  Govern- 
ment, was,  that,  if  a  vessel  leaves  part  of  her 
cargo  at  uie  islands,  she  may  come  here  with 
the  reminder,  and  her  voyage  is  not  con^d- 
ered  as  brokmi.  But,  if  c^e  tokes  in  a  new- 
cargo,  her  voyage  is  broken.  Mid  she  is  not 
allowed  to  come  here  under  the  terms  of  the 
convention.  If,  however,  the  amendment  were 
to  l)e  adopted,  she  may  do  so.  Hence,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  so  amended,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  terms  on  which  the  direct  trade 
has  been  settled  between  the  two  countries. 
He,  Mr.  UoL.,  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to 
do  this.  We  were  proceeding  gradually  in  the 
adjustment  of  onr  trade  with  France,  with 
whom  we  now  have  a  take  understanding.  He 
thought,  ther^uv,  that  nothing  ought  to  be 
done  wnioh  would  conAise  or  Interfere  witb 
that  perfect  arrangement  of  the  intercourse  on 
fhir  and  reciprooil  principles.  These  were 
briefly  the  views  which  induced  him  to  wish 
that  the  amendment  might  not  be  adopted. 

Hr.  SttsBu  sud  that  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  not  only  Ailly  reciprocated  aU 
that  was  granted  by  the  French  decree,  but 
went  even  a  little  further.  That  decree  did  not 
permit  the  importation  into  Hartiniqne  and 
Guadeloupe,  of  all  our  products,  but  an  enu- 
merated list  of  them,  from  which  flour  and 
some  other  articles  were  excluded;  whereaa 
the  bill  now  uuder  consideration  permito  the 
importation  into  this  conntiy,  from  those  colo- 
nies, of  any  and  all  th^  prodnoe  which  may 
be  permitted  to  be  brought  here  from  thence^ 
in  their  vessels.  The  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  will  authorize  the  importe- 
tiou  from  thence,  of  any  of  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  France  wltich  may  have  been 
previously  deposited  there,  which  will  be  giv- 
ing to  these  colonies,  and  without  equivalent, 
greater  privileges  than  are  enjoyed  either  by 
France  or  England,  under  the  existing  treaties 
with  them.  The  produce  of  these  French  colo- 
nies cannot  bo  imported  into  this  country  from 
France,  yet,  if  this  amendment  prevails,  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  France  may  be 
imported  from  these  oolonies ;  this  was,  m.  S. 
believed,  what  never  bad  been  done  bj  this 
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Government,  except  under  treaty  sUpalation 
■nd  for  ft  fair  equivalent.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  be 
had  nnderatood  that  our  trade  with  France  was 
probablj  now  the  sutfject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Govenunenta ;  and,  said  Hr.  6., 
woidd  it  be  wise  or  sound  policy  to  interpose  a 
measure  like  this,  and  thereby  derange  the 
jwogreas  of  negotiatiuis  f  It  has  Jnst  been  sud 
that  a  leading  ot^eot-with  IVance,  in  her  trade 
with  this  count^,  is  to  get  her  prodaoe  and 
manafactnres  into  this  oountry,  on  fovorable 
tenns :  if  tbis  be  the  case,  tbe  proposed  amend- 
ment would  give  to  the  French  Uovenunent  a 
great  advantage  in  negotiations  which  mar  now 
be  pending.  It  mi^ht  give  to  France  all  th^ 
she  wanted.  And  it  was  certainly  bad  policy, 
when  we  were  wdeavoring  to  mue  an  advan- 
tageous arrangement,  to  make  sach  an  offer  in 
advance,  without  knowing  whether  any  equiva- 
lent would  be  received  for  it.  France  may 
aay,  we  have  already  a  right  of  introducing  our 
produce  and  manufactures  into  the  United 
States,  through  the  coloni«s  therefim  do 
not  insh  to  OMotiate  on  that  snlject  The 
possiUUty  of  intemiiiting  an  airugonent 
vhiob  oonld  be  made  so  much  mcwe  8atufteto> 
rily  by  trea^  than  by  legislation,  ooght  to  bo 
avc^ded. 

Hr.  JoHnroVf  of  Lomdana,  said  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  nnne- 
oessary,  and  Is  oonfoundinfc  two  things,  which 
are  entirely  distinct  in  theu*  nature.  The  bill 
was  carefiUly  prepared  by  the  committee,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
It  embraces  every  thing  proper  to  meet  tho 
terms  of  the  French  ordmanoe. 

The  direct  trade  between  thla  oonnfay  and 
France  is  regulated  by  a  convention,  ahd  it  has 
been  aettled  that  the  veasels  ot  either  m^ 
touch  at  any  colonial  or  foreign  port  for  infor- 
mation, without  a  deviation  from  the  direct 
Toyage,  But,  if  a  French  vessel  touches  at  tho 
colonies,  and  breaks  bulk,  it  is  a  deviation,  be- 
cause the  French  colonies  are  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  tbe  oonvention ;  but  this  trade 
will  fall  within  the  <^peration  of  this  bill  It 
is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  connect  what 
properly  belonn  to  the  oonstmotion  of  the 
ocnvention,  wiu  the  ngnlationa  of  the  oolo- 
nial  trade. 

This  ordinance  is  temporary  in  its  character 
— it  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign ; 
and  we  have  had  no  evidence  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  There  can  be  no  in- 
^podtion  in  this  Government  to  reciprooate 
the  terms  of  It  But  tbe  gentleman  frran 
Maryland  is  entirely  mistaken  in  his  riews  of 
France,  in  passing  this  regulation.  Kavigation- 
Is  not  the  object  of  France.  She  knows  that 
she  cannot  contend  wiUi  ns.  It  is  trade — the 
exchange  <tf  productions,  to  which  she  looks. 
The  gentleman  siQrs  we  Kave  nine-tenths  of  the 
carrying  trade  since  tho  operation  of  the  oon- 
vention ;  and  then  eayBj  Franoe  had  the  inter- 
est of  her  navigation  m  view^  in  passing  the 
vc^nanoe,  whlw  ia  to  eqnalixa  the  dntiw.  It 
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is  true,  as  the  genUeman  says — ^tiie  trade  has 
vastly  increased ;  and  it  is  this  increasing  trade 
— not  navigation — that  induced  her  to  promnl- 
gaie  this  ordinance,  france,  feeling  that  vs 
have  some  advantages  in  navigation,  requires 
of  us  other  commercial  advantages,  as  an 
equivalent ;  and  now  the  gentieman  urges  the 
passage  of  tiiis  bill,  as  an  object  of  great  int- 
pOTtanoe,  to  conciliate  the  shipping  intereat  of 
France.  Sir,  Franoe  wants  our  marketsi  Her 
object  is,  to  get  from  us  what  she  wanta,  in  ex- 
change for  what  she  can  ^ve  ns.  She  know% 
that  the  moment  the  duties  are  equalixed,  ov 
national  advantages  will  give  us  the  carrying. 
She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  equivalent  ia 
the  valuable  and  increasing  trade.  Tht  da^ 
ping  intereft  will  not  be  conciliated  by  tius 
Dili.  What  can  they  anticipate  from  the 
aticm  of  a  principle  which  the  gentleman  san 
they  are  dueati^ed  with,  and  whichf  be  adds^ 
gives  us  nine-tenths  of  tiie  earning  trade  1 

Mr.  Smrn,  of  Maryland,  eaio,  if  the  geotle- 
man  woold  deust,  he  would  withdraw  Ui 
amendment. 

Mr.  HxTm  a^  he  ihonld  sni^KM  Hat  tto 
very  &ct  ctf  our  being  about  to  pan  thia  law 
DOW,  furnished  a  sufficient  reason  why  we 
should  have  passed  it  a  year  ago,  if  we  bad 
then  poesessqa  the  information  we  have  now. 
The  gentieman  ttom  Louinana  says,  that  the 
French  Government,  in  issuing  thia  ordinance, 
had  acted  with  regard  only  to  its  own  inter- 
eats  ;  bat,  sud  Mr.  H.,  can  there  be  a  doubt 
that  tho  duties  on  American  produce,  carried 
into  the  French  isUnda  in  American  vesat^ 
have  been  reduced  in  a  manner  highly  faxtx- 
able  to  us  I  Can  it  be  donbtedf  that  snch  re- 
duction <^  duties  on  American  tonnage  was 
calculated  to  boiefit  the  American  fiumer  and 
shipowner?  And,  farther,  can  there  be  s 
donbt,  if  we  do  not  reciprocate,  that  we  will 
be  holding  out  an  induconent  to  the  Freneh 
Government  to  rescind  tbe  ordinance  S  He . 
must  say,  that  It  was  unfortunate — be  would 
tise  no  harsher  term,  in  this  debate,  than  unfbr* 
tunate—tbat  this  matter  had  not  been  laid  be* 
fore  Congress  by  the  Execntive,  and  that  a  InO, 
meeting  the  liberal  views  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, had  not  been  passed  a  year  ago.  Ha 
took  it  to  be  the  true,  he  might  say,  the  settied 
policy  of  tiiis  country  to  reciprocate  every  act 
of  foreign  Governments,  which  had  a  tendency 
to  put  our  commercial  intercourse  on  a  mora 
liberal  footing.  Tbis  we  had  done,  in  some  in- 
atanoea,  by  treaties,  and  in  f^era  by  kpda- 
tion.  ne  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Flrench 
Government,  in  isanbg  this  ordinance,  had 
been  influenced  by  a  doe  regard  to  their  own 
interests,  but  It  by  no  means  followed  that 
they  would  adhere  to  the  polioy  of  imposing 
low  duties  on  our  produce,  if  we  persevered  in 
imposing  high  duties  upon  theirs.  There  was 
no  fact  in  this  case  to  show  (as  the  gentiemsn 
from  Louisiana  had  contended)  that  the  Tnoai 
ordinance  was  merely  temporary,  or  that  it 
waa  not  e^)ect94  <tf  u  to  reciprocate  it.  If  it 
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has  oontinned  tmrepeoted  to  thiit  day,  notvith- 
standing  onr  omission  to  take  the  smaUest  no- 
tice  of  It,  we  might  well  regard  it  as  a  perma- 
nent' regulation ;  bat  if  it  had  been  temporary, 
I2ie  reason  wonld  only  be  strengthened,  why 
we  should  have  reciprocated  it  withoat  delay. 

Hr.  Tazewell  said  he  ^oald  not  vote  for 
this  bill,  but  for  the  proviso  which  it  contained. 
This  would  enable  the  Exeentive  to  meet  the 
oontingency  of  the  French  Govenunent  repeal- 
ing itB  ordinance.  He  had  information,  npon 
which  he  entirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment, moh  a  coiitingehoy  had  probably  oc- 
curred.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  it 
was  necessary  that  our  regulations  should  con- 
form to  those  established  by  France  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject ;  and  tbe  power  to  prodnoe 
such  a  oonformity  on  onr  put,  was  ^reu  to 
the  Exeontire  by  this  proviso. 

The  event,  which  the  intelhgenoe  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  rendered  so  probable,  (a  change  of 
the  policy  of  France  rinoe  the  promulgation  of 
this  ordinance,)  had  occasioned  him  to  reflect 
upon  the  oaases  which  might  have  contributed 
to  its  production ;  and  amongst  these  causes  he 
oonid  see  none  so  probable,  as  the  inattention 
of  the  United  States  during  so  longs  period, 
to  meet  tlw  overtnres  made  to  ns  by  fhmee  in 
tills  <»dinaao&  The  lustoir  of  the  transaction, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  this : 

In  the  summer  of  Greet  Britain,  not 
having  concluded  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
with  the  United  States  In  rel^on  to  her  colo- 
nial trade,  passed  a  law,  whereby  the  ports  of 
her  colonies  were  closed,  after  a  certain  day,  to 
any  nation  who  did  not  reciprocate  with  her 
the  provinons  of  that  law,  and  opening  them 
to  any  nation  who  should  do  so.  The  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  although  in  posses- 
sion of  this  act  of  Parliament,  failed  to  submit 
It  to  Congress,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  In 
ouiseqnenoe  of  tills,  the  time  limited  by  the 
act  e^ired  without  any  rei^ffoeat  being 
passed  by  as.  Qreat  Britain  tnen  finding  her- 
self in  a  Afi^ffent  ^tnotion  from  that  whloh  she 
had  befttre  oceniried  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  gave  effect  to  her  own  statnte,  and  her 
West  Indian  ports  w&n  so  doeed  to  the  Tessels 
of  tbe  United  States. 

Ftaooe  acted  with  more  dlsoretion ;  and,  in 
Febnury,  1826,  adopted  this  ordinono^  by 
which  the  British  act  of  Parliament  is  recipro- 
cated by  her.  The  effect  of  this  ordinance, 
however,  ia,  to  open  the  ports  therein  men- 
tioned to  the  vessels  of  any  nation.  The 
United  States,  therefore,  might  have  entitled 
tbeiQsdves  to  its  benefits  as  well  as  any  other 
poirer,  To  mable,  as  well  as  to  induce  them 
to  do  so,  in  Jane,  1838,  the  Baron  de  Mareuil, 
the  Freooh  Minister  at  Washington,  communi- 
cated tUs  ordinance  to  our  Government.  The 
Uinister,  afterwaids,  expreesed  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State  a  wish,  which  tlie  Chairman  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Commerce  has  read  from  tbe  de* 
mtcb  oonttf  ning  it,  that  the  liberal  provisions 
cf  tluaordinanoe  Bbcmld  be  reciprocated  bjr  us. 


Hr.  Uaoon  said  that  the  publication  of  the 
French  OTdinanoe  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltiracnre 
did  not  give  it  that  credit  to  which  it  would 
have  been  entitled  had  it  been  published  here, 
in  papers  which  have  extennve  oircnlation, 
and  which  are  authorized  to  publish  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  especially  had  it  been 
said  that  the  information  was  commanicated  by 
the  Department  of  State.  It  was  natural  to 
snppose  that  the  obscurity  of  the  papers  in 
which  it  was  published,  rendered  the  infimna- 
tion  doobtfuL 

[The  question  bdi^  then  taken  on  engross- 
ing  the  bill  for  a  thixd  reading,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative ;  and  ^e  next  day  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  House.] 


Tuesday,  April  1. 
Oradaation  of  the  Pries  of  <A«  Pu&2m  Laa^. 

The  bill  to  graduate  tiie  prices  of  publio 
lands,  was  taken  up,  Mr.  HKHnmcEs*  amend- 
ment stUl  pending. 

Itr.  JoHKsoK,  of  Kentucky,  said  tiiat  nothing 
but  a  deep  oonvictiw  of  the  importance  of  the 
snbject  now  before  them,  oould  justify  him  in 
oooui^ing  the  time  of  the  Senate^  after  tha 
lomhions  remarks  <tf  the  Senator  who  Intro- 
dnoed  the  bill,  (Hr.  Bxirroir,)  and  others  who 
have  so  ably  supported  it.  The  great  object  of 
legislation  is  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and 
a  measure  calcnlatea  to  (pve  ereiy  nun  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  without  diminishing  the 
sources  of  his  neighbor,  should  find  an  advo- 
cate in  every  patriot  and  philanthropist  It  is 
a  measure,  said  Hr.  J.,  which  is  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  sentiment  which  unites  the  citi- 
zen to  his  Government  and  to  his  country. 
Tlie  interest  which  it  involves  is  not  merdy 
local.  The  most  needy  from  every  State  in  tin 
Union  will  eqjoy  its  benefits;  and  my  own 
eonstitaents  bdng  oontigiKms  to  the  States  tad 
Territories  in  which  these  lands  Ue,  have  ft 
dslm  on  my  ^IMa  to  ^vocate  the  measun. 
It  is  not  from  a  de^  to  be  heard,  for  it  is 
witii  great  reluotanoe  that  I  venture  to  tax 
your  patience,  but  it  is  in  the  disdiarge  of  that 
ddm  that  I  presume  to  give  my  views ;  not  in 
detiul,  but  in  some  general  remarks,  which  I 
hope  may  l>o  the  less  tedious  upon  a  snbject  so 
exhausted,  and  yet  so  inexhaustible. 

If  I  mistake  not,  about  eight  States  and  Ter- 
ritories have  memorialized  Congrees,  by  tiieir 
Legislatures,  upon  the  subject  of  this  gradua* 
tion  in  tiie  price  of  the  publio  lands,  and,  la 
addition  to  those,  numerous  petitions  have  bea 
presented  from  uie  citiiesia  of  several  <tf  these 
States,  calling  for  the  same  measure.  The  deep 
solidtttde  thus  maniftsted  by  so  respectaUe  a 
porti<»  of  this  OonfMera^,  caUs  for  a  ri^ 
investigation  of  the  sotject.  The  interest 
whidk  this  proportion  has  excited,  is  ffima 
fme^  evidence  of  its  correctness.  I  am  amre 
that  it  has  been  imputed  to  selfishness  on  the 
pwt  of  the  new  States  and  Territones.  There 
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is  scarcely  a  measure  of  the  Ooremmeut,  how- 
ever national  in  its  eharaoteTf  bnt  what  is  more 
imme^atelj  interesting  to  one  paiticnlar  sec- 
tion of  the  coTmtrr  than  to  another ;  and  the 
diarge  of  selfishness  wonld  lie  with  eqaal  pro- 
priety against  that  section.  If  a  harbor  is 
fortified,  or  even  a  light-honae  erected,  the 
vicinitj  of  its  location  in  more  immediatelj 
benefited  hj  it,  than  places  remote  from  its 
establishment;  yet  the  measnre  is  national, 
and  no  person  envies  the  neighborhood  that  re- 
ceives more  Immediate  benefit,  nor  chai|^  its 
Bepresentative  with  selfishness  in  advocating 
the  meaanre.  Upon  the  most  thoroagh  inves- 
tiMtion  which  I  have  been  able  to  q^vt  of  this 
entyect ;  in  viewing  its  bearings  npon  the 
whole  oonntry;  in  remr^ng  its  mtrinidc  mer- 
its, and  the  nniversal  diflftidoa  of  its  benefits,  I 
am  compelled  to  pronoonoe  it  a  national  meas- 
ure, divested  of  me  character  of  selfishness. 

Thii  Government,  for  upwards  of  fort; 
years,  has  been  the  proprietor  of  eztennve  do- 
mains ;  and  during  the  same  period,  these  do- 
maim  have  every  year  occupied  much  of  the 
time  of  Oongresa.  For  the  disposal  of  these 
lands,  OoDgress  have,  at  different  times,  adopt- 
ed three  different  systems.  The  first  exposed 
the  lands  to  sale  for  one  dollar  per  acre,  pay- 
able in  certificates  of  stock  of  the  national 
debt.  This  system  continued  for  ftbout  fifteen 
7ear&  and  was  abandoned.  It  had  been  re- 
sorted to  aa  a  convenirat  method  of  idnking 
tiie  national  debt  but  proved  abortive.  The 
Bext  system  was  tbat  of  credit  The  minimum 
price  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre ;  and, 
on  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  the  purchase- 
mcmey,  a  <sedit  was  given  upon  the  residuary 
of  two,  three,  and  four  yearSj  without  interest, 
and  extended  to  five  years  with  interest.  Un- 
der this  system  debts  were  incurred  by  individ- 
uals to  the  Government,  which  increased  from 
year  to  year,  till  they  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  It 
was  then  perfectly  obvioos  that  the  payment  c£ 
this  large  amount  within  five  years,  was  utterly 
impossible ;  and  an  attmipt  to  enforce  it  would 
TDin  thoniipKU  of  ftmilies  of  the  moat  merito- 
liona,  because  the  most  industrious  and  enter- 
|ridng  d  our  dtisena,  and  without  benefiting 
ue  pnUto.  Belief  was  very  properly  pro- 
Tided,  by  permitting  each  one  to  retain  what 
he  had  actually  paid  for,  and  relinquish  the  re- 
mainder. The  defects  of  the  system  having 
been  thus  demonstrated,  it  was  abandoned. 
Tho  present  patera  was  then  adopted,  which 
reduces  the  mmimum  price  of  the  public  lands 
to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  reqoires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  hand. 
The  operation  of  this  system,  thoagh  more 
beneficial  than  either  of  the  others,  is  still  de- 
fiactive.  It  leaves  many  families  destitute  of  a 
home,  beoatue,  without  land  on  which  to  raise 
tiie  means,  they  are  nnable  to  purchase  at  the 
weaent  rate,  wUle  so  many  millions  of  acres 
ue  waste,  inviting  them  to  labor,  and  promis- 
ing them  an  ampk  reward. 


The  bill  before  uspropoeee  so  to  ffradoate  tb* 
price,  as  to  reduce  it  after  next  November  to 
one  dollar  per  aere  ;  after  a  l^iee  two  yen 
from  that  time,  to  seventy-five  cents :  and  thos 
continuing  a  reduction  of  twuity-fiTo  cents 
every  two  years,  till  it  sliaU  sink  to  twenty -fire 
cents  per  acre ;  and  then  to  oive  to  the  actml 
settler  the  privU^e  of  purdbasing  a  quarter 
section  of  one  hundred  and  sixly  acres  for 
eight  dollars.  After  this,  it  proposes  to  r<£n- 
quish  the  lemainder  to  the  State  in.  wlddi  it 
snail  lie. 

About  140,000,000  of  acres  of  pablic  lands 
have  been  surveyed  and  offered  at  public  sale. 
Abont  20,000,000  of  acres  have  been  par- 
chased,  and  abont  the  same  quant^  baa  been 
appropriated  to  military  bonmtieB,  beneroleat 
institutions,  and  purposes  of  edocatioii ;  leav- 
ing 100,000,000  now  in  the  mai^et,  equal  te 
about  rixty  acres  to  every  fiamily  in  we  United 
States.   Some  of  these  lands  have  been  in  the 
market  forty  years;  some  twenty,  and  all  ftr 
several  years.   During  this  lapse  of  time,  every 
purchaser  has  made  his  selection  of  the  moat 
valuable  tracts ;  and  what  now  remain  are  the 
cullings  of  the  original  domains,  the  whole  <tf 
which  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and 
from  which  four-tenths  have  been  taken  liy 
choice  of  the  purchasers.   The  public  havmg 
thus  received  the  advantage  which  the  fertility 
of  select  portions  of  public  lands  could  afford, 
and  indinduals  able  to  pmnhaae,  having;  made 
their  selection,  the  sales  are  become  alu^isb  oo 
account  of  the  refuse  being  held  at  the  same 
price.   The  pn^Kisition  is  now  to  graduate  the 
price  of  the  refuse  lands  according  to  their 
value,  and  the  ability  of  the  less  opulent, 
though  not  less  meritorious  citizen,  to  provide 
for  himself  and  family  a  home  and  a  SDpport 

We  have  a  virtuous  and  industrious  popula- 
tion among  us,  who  are  willing  to  cultivate 
these  lands,  if  they  may  be  pennitted  to  call 
their  labors  their  own ;  and  if  the  wealth  and 
resources  of  the  nation  in  any  degree  oonast  in 
the  improvements  of  the  country,  oolj  ^»eak 
the  word,  and  they  will  raise  the  nation  to 
cnnilenoe  unexampled.  The  fwest  will  bow  to 
toe  husbandman,  and  yonr  wUdenteaa  wiB 
smile  like  Eden,  Their  habits  mge  them  to 
the  wwk,  and  a  waste  domain,  almost  bound- 
less, invites  them  to  its  banqnet.  The  laboring 
poor,  in  a  country  like  ours,  constitote  the 
strength  and  ^ory  of  the  nation.  We  most 
accommodate  our  measures  to  the  peculiar  ge- 
nius of  our  citizens,  and  not  follow  the  pol- 
luted footsteps  of  despotic  GovemmenteL  It 
is  not  with  us  as  with  them,  where  the  poor 
may  be  reduced  to  a  depend^ce  npon  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  and  bow  submissively  to  his 
pleasure,  because  he  f^ves  him  leave  to  toil 
An  American  may  be  poor,  bat  he  cannot  be 
servile.  He  may  be  without  Aropet^,  bnt  ym 
cannot  d^trive  him  of  faia  inoqtwdence.  w« 
have  too  long  fidlowed  bad  example,  in  a 
course  calonliSed  to  1»eak  hia  epint,  it  H» 
^rit  (tf  aa  American  oonld  be  broken.  W« 
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"have  seen  bitu  immnred  in  prison  for  his  mis- 
fortune ;  but  tlie  barbaroos  practice  has  ool^ 
demoD3trated  the  proposition,  that  an  Amen- 
can  Boul  is  above  degradation.   Place  him  in 
the  in93t  algect  circumstaDces,  and  he  will  stiil 
be  yonr  equal,  and  make  the  ocmsoioiuiWM  of 
it  reoiprood.    We  have  do  moneyed  ariatoo- 
raey  in  our  country ;  and  the  perpetual  revolu- 
tioa  of  property,  where  eutulments  are  not 
tolerated,  U  a  certain  pledge  that  we  never 
shaU.    liie  poor  of  one  generation  are  the  rich 
of  the  next  generation.    Families  wax  and 
wane  as  certain  as  the  moon.   It  then  becomes 
the  interest  of  every  person  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  of  the  poor.    In  bo  doing,  the  moat 
opulent  are  providing  for  their  own  posterity ; 
and  while  we  retain  affection  for  our  offspring, 
we  shall  glory  in  the  idea  that  poverty  cannot 
degrade.   It  is  a  certun  guarantee  for  their  in- 
dependence, under  every  reverse  of  fortune. 
If  God,  tiie  poor  man's  niend,  has  given  him  a 
noble  mind,  and  placed  him  in  oircamstanoes 
under  which  its  ind^ieadeaoe  cannot  be  bro- 
ken,  the  same  beneficent  Providenee  has  pro- 
vided us  the  means  of  making  him  happy,  by 
the  same  act  which  will  at  once  give  strengra 
and  riches  to  the  nation.   Adopt  the  measure 
now  proposed,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
Union  so  poor  but  that  he  may  cultivate  his 
own  land,  and  plant  Ids  fiunily  npm  Ids  own 
domun. 

The  most  inflexible  virtue  is  found  among 
the  most  penurious  of  our  citizens.  When 
luxury  has  enervated  both  the  physical  and 
moral  powers  of  the  voluptuary;  when  our 
cities  become  the  nnrseries  of  corruption,  vir- 
tue will  still  find  a  welcome  abode  in  the  hearts 
of  our  Industrious  yeombnry.  On  them  de- 
pend the  integrity  of  our  Oovemment  and  ib» 
permanency  of  our  institutions.  Policy  and 
justice  uiUte  in  pleading  their  cause.  They 
constitnte  a  barrier  agwnst  foreign  invaders 
and  domestic  usurpers,  alike  formidable  to 
both.  In  aristocratic  Governments,  the  nobil- 
ity must  be  provided  for ;  and  when  a  com- 
moner is  ennobled,  an  estate  is  settled  upon  the 
title  to  support  its  dimity.  Here,  every  Amer- 
ican is  a  nobleman.  Every  man  is  bom  a  peer. 
His  nobility  is  more  permanent  than  w^th. 
It  'consists  of  independence  of  mind ;  and,  to 
support  his  dignity,  is  only  to  mdntain  that  in- 
dependence. Place  witlun  bis  power  the 
means  of  obtdning  a  pnmrietr  in  that  land 
winch  bis  own  honest  hands  will  cultivate,  he 
asks  no  greater  wealth  than  what  his  industry 
will  acquire.  His  residence  will  be  perma- 
nently fixed.  His  attachment  to  his  country 
will  be  strengthened.  His  temptations  to  vice 
wni  be  fewer  and  weaker.  He  will  feel  it 
more  his  interest,  to  be  a  patriotic  citizen  and  a 
nsefnl  man.  He  will  develop  the  latent  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  disclose  ample 
stores  of  treasures  before  concealed.  His  fam- 
ily will  be  happy,  and  his  children  will  rise  to 
industry  and  virtue.  If  we  expect  to  survive 
our  libertiei^  we  mi^  indeed  reserve  onr  pnUio 


[Bbtatk. 

domains  for  the  endowment  of  futnre  dnke- 
doms ;  but,  for  myself^  I  make  no  calculation 
for  such  an  event;  and,  except  for  such  an 
event,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  the  otyect  of  re- 
tuning  these  lands.  If  we  expect  fnture  gen- 
erations to  eqjoy  them,  the  inesent  generation 
are  willing  to  imimve  them  for  the  future.  I 
would  now  ask,  can  the  Oovemment  make  a 
better  diq>odti<m  of  them!  If  we  deriie  aa 
increase  of  national  wealth,  this  measore  will 
it  in  the  highest  d^ree.  If  we  would 
mcrease  the  happiness  of  t£e  nation,  this  meas- 
ure will  cany  felicity  into  the  families  of  thou- 
sands. If  we  could  ^rengthen  that  patriotian 
which  Americans  already  feel  above  any  other 
people,  this  measure  will  effect  the  object. 
While  every  man,  under  his  own  vine  and  fig- 
tree,  will  eqjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labor,  you  will 
scansely  find  a  fugitive  in  onr  country.  If  na- 
tional strength  is  an  object,  experience  prove^ 
that,  where  a  propriety  in  the  soil  is  combined 
with  all  the  oharnu  at  liberty,  a  people  will 
prove  nnoonqnerable. 

We  have  now,  west  of  the  M^hany  moon- 
tains,  a  population  of  about  8,000,000  inhab- 
itants, and  their  character  for  eveiy  excellence 
that  can  grace  a  f^  and  independent  peopl& 
may  challenge  a  comparison  with  any  equal 
popnlation  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  It 
IS  chiefly  composed  of  emigrants  from  the  old 
States,  brining  with  them  all  the  virtues  of 
their  fathers  and  their  brethren,  and  remaining 
unoontaminated  by  the  effeminacy  of  luxury  or 
the  splendors  of  wealth.  In  the  late  war  they 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  country  which  they  so  MUantiy  de- 
fended ;  aoA  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they 
will  long  remain,  an  example  at  the  blesringa 
of  diat  state  in  whioh  each  man  Is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  mot  which  be  inhabits.  Give  the 
facilities  whidi  this  measure  provides,  and  yoa 
will  perpetuate  these  blesongs.  Nor  can  I 
conceive  a  reason  why  we  should  refpse,  unless 
it  is  that  the  wildemess  may  remain  a  wilder- 
ness, and  its  latent  treasure  nndisdosed. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  measure  will  In- 
duce enugration  from  the  dder  States.  On 
this  point  I  wonld  ask  the  father,  with  his  fifty 
acres  converted  into  a  garden  fbr  the  comforta- 
ble support  of  a  numerous  family,  if  he  would 
wish  to  confine  all  his  children  to  his  own  little 
spot,  by  depriving  them  of  superior  advantages 
in  another  State  ?  Would  be  not  rather  have 
a  prospect  of  independence  before  tbem  !  The 
evils  of  emigration  are  ideal.  Its  evils  have 
never  yet  wpeared ;  nor  have  its  ideal  evils 
been  defined.  I  wonld  ask  any  gentieman  to 
point  them  out ;  to  put  his  finger  on  the  nu^ 
and  mark  the  place,  either  in  the  old  State  or 
in  the  new,  which  has  been  injured  by  eraigra- 
tion.  Han  is  naturally  inclined  to  cleave  to 
the  spot  which  gave  him  birth,  till  he  can  im- 
prove his  condition  by  changing  it ;  and,  when 
emigration  will  increase  his  happiness,  it  is  an 
advantace  and  not  an  iqlury.  As  the  popula- 
tion of  tbe  <dd  StaUa  miutiEdiei,  thc^  wno  oan* 
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not  procure  a  oomfbrtable  settlement  at  homo. 
find  it  in  the  new.  A  pt^jmlation,  which  woald 
otiienriae  becnae  pennnoas  and  fugitive,  are 
settled  in  the  eqjc^rment  of  competeooy ;  and 
thns  the  tide  of  endgratioa  beccnneB  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  old  States  as  to  the  emigrants  thein- 
selves.  It  also  strengthens  the  interest  which 
each  section  of  the  Union  feels  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  wholcL  It  perpetuates  the  ties  of 
eonsanguinitj ;  a  pledge  of  union  that  will  re- 
main secure,  when  clMhing  interests  and  dis- 
cordant passions  mig^t  otherwise  threaten  its 
dissolution. 

In  every  old  State  there  wilt  be  a  kind  of 
floating  population,  depressed  by  misfortune, 
^thout  a  home,  and  without  employment, 
llany  of  these  seek  a  subsistence  in  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  many  become  vagabonds  in  a 
land  d  freedom  and  plmty.  For  this  crying 
eril  the  measiire  b^ne  us  provides  a  hm>y 
remedy.  If  you  prefer  for  your  posterity  the 
life  of  the  independent  farmer  to  that  of  the 
Ai^tive  and  the  vagabond,  or  to  that  of  the 
pnvflte  soldier  or  the  sailor,  adopt  this  mees- 
ure,  and  yon  place  the  fortune  of  industry 
witiiin  his  reacli. 

It  has  been  o^eoted  that  a  redaction  of  the 
price  will  enconri^  speculation ;  that  capital- 
ists will  monopolize  immense  domains,  to  the 
esduBion  of  taa  indnstrious  poor.  This  objec- 
tion has  been  so  ably  considered,  and  so  con- 
elnsively  answered  by  the  Senator  from  llli- 
ncns,  (Mr.  Eaxk,)  that  I  need  not  dwell  npcn 
it.  His  arguments  most,  I  think,  have  carried 
conviction  to  every  dispasBionate  mind  where 
doubts  were  before  entertained.  The  defeat  of 
ro^lators  in  the  military  bounty  lands  to  sol- 
diers of  the  last  war,  will  admonish  capitalists 
to  beware  of  such  speculations.  Even  if  a 
wealthy  speculator  should  venture  to  purchase 
many  thousands  of  acres,  he  could  not  hold 
them  up  at  an  advanced  price,  because  pnr- 
eliosers  could  procure  what  they  wanted  of  the 
public,  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  his  ranginal 
purchase  J  and  before  he  could  turn  them  to 
any  ocnsiderable  account,  the  interest  <^  the 

Srehase*numey,  lud  the  annual  taxea,  would 
Dbletiieircni^naleoBt;  and  when  no  «ntaU- 
ments  exist,  when  no  primogeniture  rights  are 
Mcogniied  by  onr  laws,  they  would  be  so  mb- 
divided  by  descent  among  his  heirs,  ijefore  any 
oonaderaUe  appreciation  of  their  value  would 
^ve  him  an  undue  ascendeacy,  that  no  posdble 
H^ury  could  arise. 

The  principal  ol^ection,  and  I  presorae  the 
only  weighty  objection  in  the  minds  of  the 
ffentiemen  to  the  measure,  is  tiist  of  its  bear- 
big  upon  the  finuices  of  the  country.  On  this 
point,  the  estimate  set  upon  our  public  lands  is 
proven,  by  actn^  demonstration,  to  be  entirely 
fallacious.  The  statements  of  the  Senator  from 
Hissouri,  (Bir.  BEsnoN,)  who  has  given  such  a 
liund  ana  unanswerable  opotition  ot  this  enb- 
jeot,  are  oahsulated  to  rwnore  this  delnrion. 
W  hat,  I  would  ask,  have  the  sales  (rf  tiuwe 
Undi  done  for  our  public  coffers!  Xhey  were 


[Ann,  m 

set  apart  for  tiie  payment  of  the  pnbGe  dck 
and  their  whole  net  ]«ooeeds  hare  mot  fai 
cme-tenth  part  d  tb»  interest  ot  the  natioHl 
debt,  treat  the  omnmenoeiBent  of  tiidrstlesn 
the  presei^  di^.  The  groea  011100111  of  tttapt 
into  the  Treasnry,  for  sales  of  pnblic  kiA, 
within  forty  years,  is  about  86,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  expenses  of  snrveys,  sales,  and 
contingencies  ot  various  kinds,  have  exm^ 
80,000,000  d(dlars,  so  that  the  whole  net  fro- 
ceeds  are  leee  than  five  millions,  not  far  a- 
eeeding  100,000  dollars  a  year.  If  the  a- 
penses  of  the  two  Eonsee  of  CoDgress  afaodd 
be  taken  into  the  account,  for  the  time  oen- 
pied  in  l^islating  upon  these  lands,  the  print- 
mg  of  documents  and  vi^nmea  of  books  qxa 
the  Bulfjeot,  with  many  incidental  iton^  m 
set  down  to  this  head,  it  is  donbtftd  wbetber 
they  hove  yidded  me  cent  of  clear  revenue  lo 
the  Government.  Where,  then,  can  be  the 
utility  or  the  policy  of  pursning  the  M  sp- 
terns  in  relation  to  them,  when  by  a  diffirest 
policy  they  may  be  made  a  flowoe  of  haf^ma 
to  thousands,  and  of  immense  boiefit  to  tbi 
whole  nation  ? 

A  prominent  feature  in  this  bill,  ^isA 
ought,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  reeoDm>«id^ 
to  nniversal  support,  is  tlie  providon  which  it 
proposed  to  make  in  favor  of  the  aetoal  settler. 
If  a  person  can  receive  land  at  a  rednctioDof 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  on  condition  rf  b*- 
coming  a  permanent  settler  nptm  il^  he  vi/l 
always  purohase  d  the  Govemmoit  m  pre^ 
ence  to  a  ^Moolator,  because  it  will  bo  ^ 
interest  to  do  so.  If;  after  dl  these  lands  ksn 
passed  the  wder  of  inspection  and  sdedioii, 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  the  aetoal  set- 
tler can  procure  a  sufficiency  for  a  haim,  vA  t 
support  to  himself  and  family,  at  five  ceDti  u 
acre,  as  the  1»11  proposes,  the  advant^^^ 
be  incalculable.   The  country  will  l)e  cnridied 
by  the  industry  of  a  class  whose  misfortiiMi 
will  otherwise  render  them  a  burthen  ratfcff 
than  a  blessing  to  the  country.    The  rafoH 
lands,  which  will  otherwise  lie  waste,  onlf  ta 
increase  the  distance  betwixt  improT^m^ 
and  so  render  more  inconvenient  sQ 
bndnesB,  will  be  rendered  fimitftd  by  niHin- 
tion.  The  settlers  will  eso^  many  tempts- 
tions  to  Tioe  and  disdpatlan.   They  wiQ  fona 
bulwark  of  defence  to  the  natioD. 
patriotiam,  and  the  republican  nniplid^^ 
their  manners,  will  be  a  protectitm  to  onr  w- 
erties.   They  and  their  &milies  will  he  nttt- 
ons  and  happy.   Hanufacturing  towns  aiw  Til- 
lages will  grow  up  fipontaneot^y  sniong  Aot, 
equal  at  least  to  the  wants  of  thdr  oitb  seCW- 
ments,  and  requiring  no  other  protecdw  utf 
what  the  produce  <x  these  refbse  lands  will  h 
certain  to  afibrd. 


FniDAT,  April  4. 

Pt^/mmU     Intentt  to  StaUL 

On  motion  of  Vr.  OHuraaBs,  ibeWla^- 
.isg  ftmber  provite  fi«  the  payment  of  uX^ 
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•St  on  moners  expended  dnring  the  late  irar, 
for  the  publio  defence,  hj  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pdnns^Ivanta,  Delaware,  Haryland,  and 
Tltvinia,  was  taken  up. 

Me.  Onuaaeaa  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
nent  reported  hj  the  Jndiciarj  Oommittee,  bo 
as  to  make  the  payments  heretofore  made,  ap- 
plicable in  the  first  case  to  the  eztingnishment 
of  interest.  He  gave  a  history  of  uie  elahns 
-which  the  States  had  preferred,  and  contended 
that  the  law  to  which  this  bill  is  a  snpplement, 
was  intended  to  effect  the  same  object  which 
woold  be  attained  by  adopting  this  amend- 
ment. The  United  States,  by  reimborsing  the 
money,  bad  adopted  the  principle  that  the  debt 
was  properly  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Oon- 
gress  directing  interest  to  be  pidd,  had  avowed 
the  principle  that  tlie  States  ongnt  not  to  ana* 
tain  a  loss  by  proridlng  those  means  of  defence 
which  the  saraty  of  tiieir  lives  and  their  prop- 
er^ repaired,  and  which  the  United  States 
onght  to  have  fbmished ;  but  which  the  total 
want  of  means  made  it  impossible  for  her  to 
AirniA.  The  only  Jnst  principle  which  applied 
to  the  case,  was  to  indemnify  the  States  from 
loss  by  the  operation.  The  erroneous  constmo- 
tion  pat  npon  the  law  of  Congress  by  the 
Third  Auditor,  had  defeated  entirely  this  ob- 
ject In  Maryland,  the  amoant  loaned  to  the 
United  States  was  borrowed  by  the  State,  and 
before  the  reiiflbnrsement  by  the  United  States, 
lite  State  had  ^aUd  off  that  loan  by  a  transfer 
of  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock.  In  some 
of  the  other  States  the  amoant  loaned  to  the 
United  States  had  boe'h  derived  from,  the  sales 
of  stock  owned  by  the  State,  and  bearing  an 
interest  In  these  oases  the  States  lost  the  in- 
terest to  the  some  extent  as  if  they  had  bor-  [ 
rowed  the  money  at  the  given  rate  of  interest, 
and  had  paid  that  interest  regnlarly.  In  Penn- 
sylvania, the  State  had  fands  in  the  Treasury, 
and  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  States,  was 
compelled  aiterwards  to  borrow,  on  interest, 
to  raise  money  to  snpnly  the  place  of  it,  thus 
experiencing  tJio  same  loss  in  the  result.  The 
Auditor,  however,  felt  himself  bonnd  by  the 
letter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  had  not 
dlowed  interest  in  any  case,  ezoept  where  the 
States  had  paid  Interest  on  the  specific  fbnd, 
wliidk  fhmished  the  means  of  advancing  to  the 
United  States,  and  only  so  long  as  payments 
vere  made  to  disoha:^  that  interest.  In  the 
ease  of  Maryland,  for  illustration,  (and  the 
principle  is  tiie  same  in  regard  to  tiie  other 
States,)  interest  ceased  to  l>e  allowed  to  her  so 
loon  as  she  disposed  of  her  United  States 
stock  and  paid  off  the  loan,  although  the  very 
act  of  disposing  of  that  stock  caused  to  her  the 
loss  of  the  dividends  on  it,  equal  and  rather 
more  than  equal,  to  the  interest  she  claimed. 
Tet,  the  money  lost  being  dividends,  and  not 
hiterest  pMd  out  of  her  Treasury,  the  Auditor 
did  not  feel  anthorized  to  pay  interest  beyond 
flut  period.  The  amradment  of  the  commit- 
tee raQy  provides  for  this  mischief  and  prop- 
«riy  enaets,  that,  where  loans  or  advanoes  nave 


been  made,  interest  shall  be  paid  from  the  time 
of  the  advance  to  the  time  of  payment 

The  ammdment  of  Mr.  O.  was  decided  in 
&e  afflnnaHve— 16  to  11. 

Mr.  Ttlbb  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
rate  of  interest  should  be  the  same  as  that  paid 
by  the  States  for  money  r^ied  for  tbe  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  whidi  was  ezpUdned  by 
Mr.  T.,  who  stated  that,  when  Tiii^ia  vaa 
called  on  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
her  treasury  was  empty,  and  she  resorted  to 
loans;  at  that  time  the  ftaods  could  not  be 
obtained  lower  than  7  or  8  per  cent,  which 
was  paid.  He  could  not  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  the  United  States  would  see  the  justice  of 
paying  the  rate  of  interest  given  by  the  State 
hr  this  money,  which  was  expended  in  no 
prodigal  spirit,  but  with  a  patriotio  desire  of 
aiding  the  great  oame  in  whidi  &e  conuby 
was  then  engaged. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  s^d  ho  bad  no  objectlm  to  the 
amendment,  with  a  limitation,  so  as  to  confine 
tbe  amount  of  interest  over  the  legal  rate,  to 
the  period  during  which  it  was  paid.  After 
the  exigency  was  over,  the  rate  of  interest 
would  be  the  l^al  rate.  He,  therefore,  wished 
the  amendment  might  be  modified,  so  as  to  fix 
the  limitation  to  the  tbne  during  wUdi  1^ 
extra  interest  was  pdd. 

Mr.  Ttlbh  agreed  to  the  sn^estion,  and 
modified  his  amendment  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chakdlbb  thought  there  ought  to  be 
bnt  one  rate  of  interest  in  all  tiiese  paymrats. 
Therd  never  was,  he  bdieved,  an  insbmoe.  in 
which  the  United  States  had  paid  more  than 
1^^  interest.  The  moneys  pud  by  the  States 
had  been  sometimes  paid  advantageously,  as 
they  had  applied  their  depreciated  bank  notes 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Webbtkr  observed  that  legal  interest 
was  different  in  difibrent  States.  In  some  it 
was  eight,  in  others  seven,  and  in  others  six 
per  cent.  The  principle  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded  was  that,  when  the  United  States  ap- 
plies to  the  Stat^  to  advance  money,  the  ex- 
pense to  which  those  States  are  subjected,  by 
eomplyii^  with  the  requisitions  of  the  GeMral 
Government,  ought  to  be  refimded. 

Mr.  Ttub's  motitm  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Haths  observed  tiiat  a  new  principle 
seemed  about  to  be  adopted,  and  he  thought  ii 
ought  to  l>e  applied  nnlrormly  to  all  the  States. 
He  should,  therefore,  move  to  insert  South 
Carolina  after  Virginia,  so  as  to  extend  this 
provision  of  interest  to  that  State,  as  well  as 
to  others. 

Mr.  Conn  said  that  tbe  principle  on  which 
the  Oovemroent  had  hitherto  refnsed  to  pay 
interest  on  advances  of  money  was  this :  that, 
although  a  balance  was  due  the  cliumant,  yet 
the  time  that  intervened  between  the  existence 
of  the  debt  and  its  being  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  on  which  intormt  would  be  demand- 
ed, was  caused  by  the  delay  of  the  claimant, 
and  not  from  any  fiinlt  on  the  part  ct  the  Gov- 
ermnent  Bnt,  said  Hr.  0.,  It  is  well  to 
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a aire  how  this  money  was  expended  on  which 
lese  States  ask  interest  Voy,  so  it  is :  Vir- 
ginia took  the  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 
8he  did  not  borrow  the  money  to  give  to  the 
United  States.  But  it  was  expended  by  her 
own  officers;  and  until  their  accounts  were 
presented  at  the  Department,  the  Goremment 
could  not  know  what  amount  was  due  to  Vir- 
ginia. So  it  was  with  South  Carolina.  Until 
Uke  State  officers  presented  their  accounts,  and 
proved  their  claims,  the  Government  could  not 
a^ust  them ;  and,  as  this  delay  was  no  fiuUt  of 
the  United  States,  they  did  not  consider  them- 
selves bound  to  pay  interest  during  this  delay 
of  bringing  in  the  acconnte.  He  believed  it 
was  the  same  with  Uaryland  and  the  other 
States  provided  for  by  Uie  bill.  The  United 
States  has  alwi^s  been  willmg  to  pay  the  de- 
mands as  KKm  as  presented  with  sufficient 
vouchers.  But  the  Senate  was  now  about  to 
establish  a  novel  principle,  which  he  warned 
them  to  avoid,  as  it  would  establish  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  interest  on  all  claims  that  might 
be  presented,  and  which  might  have  remained 
unliquidated  for  a  series  of  years,  which  he 
thought  was  peculiarly  dangerous. 

Kr.  Ksionr  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  additional  section,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  moneys  advanced  by 
Khode  Island;  on  which  some  conversation 
occurred  between  Messrs.  Babnasd,  Kniqht, 
OoBB,  and  Gdambxbs. 

Ur.  Babmard  rose  to  aaj  one  word  to  tiie 
gentleman  from  Qeoi^a.  The  time,  as  he 
thooght,  when  interest  ought  to  commence  on 
these  loans,  was  when  the  sums  were  disbursed 
fi!om  the  State  treasuries.  It  mode  no  differ- 
ence whether  the  money  was  disbursed  ^  the 
United  States  officers,  or  the  State  officers, 
whether  for  the  pay  of  the  regular  troops  or 
militia,  or  both.  If  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
General  Government  to  provide  these  funds, 
then  undoubtedly  the  General  Government 
was  bound  to  pay  the  smns  with  interest  from 
the  time  they  were  issued  from  the  hands  of 
the  States.  The  payment  of  the  principal  was 
a  tadt  adEnowleqnuent  that  the  dum  for  in- 
terest was  just  and  valid.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  said  that  it  is  against  the  prinoiple 
estabHshcd  by  the  Govemment  But,  said  Mr. 
33.,  tills  case  seons  an  exception.  The  Stetes 
applied  to  the  Department  for  the  interest  on 
their  advances,  and  they  were  refused;  bat 
on  application  to  Congress  it  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Cobb  said :  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  uniformly  been,  when  a  State  came 
forward  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  on 
the  account  being  proved.  This  was  the  es- 
tablished course,  and  would  be  found  to  have 
been  practised  invariably  in  the  early  period 
of  the  Govemment.  In  the  case  of  Bhode  Isl- 
and, that  had  been  the  course.  The  prindpal 
was  paid,  but  no  interest  It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  South  Gardina,  and  so  in  the  case  of 
Vi^oia;  the  moment  they  brought  forward 
proof  that  these  smns  wer^  expended  for  the 
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general  defence,  they  were  paid.    And  no« 
the  qnestlw  is,  whether  the  Govemment  ti 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  el^ms  not  yet  proni 
Hr.  Hatnb  said,  that  the  gentleman  fma 
Geor^  had  taken  up  the  wrong  theory ;  and, 
of  course,  the  conclusions  which  be  draws  frnm 
his  premises  is  erroneotta.   He  had  presomcd 
that  the  Govemment  was  always  ready  to  dii- 
chai^  the  principal.   This,  however,  wss  out 
to  be  presumed ;  oeoause,  if  the  Geoa^  Gor- 
emment was  ready  to  pay  it,  why  did  tli^ 
call  on  the  States  to  raise  the  moieyT  Tm 
Stetes  were  cdled  on  to  pnt  their  hands  iota 
their  treasury  and  disburse  this  money,  beeaBse 
the  United  Stetes  had  not  the  funds  required 
to  carry  on  the  war.   History  recorded  tht 
fact  that  the  treasury  was  eihanatie^  *nd  oooll 
not  ruse  the  ftmds.  ICr.  H.  observed  tbM  he 
had  a  few  days  rince  read  alettertotheSeut^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  I^bcIcmt, 
in  which  the  oeciaratitm  was  made,  that  the 
treasury  was  exhwuted ;  and  that  the  GeDoil 
must  take  every  means  in  his  power  to  nuM 
funds.   But,  BuppoBing  the  accoonts  had  ifl 
been  paid  at  the  time  those  of  Rhode  Idsad 
were  adjusted,  what,  he  woold  ask,  wonldhave 
become  of  the  interest  due  from  the  time  tbe 
advancesVere  made }  But  the  tme  reason  iriif 
they  were  not  then  settled  waa,  that  the  Got- 
ornmeat  was  not  able  to  meet  them.  Tbef 
were  able  to  pay  the  small  sum  4ue  to  Shode 
Ishud,  but  not  to  pay  oflf  tbe  whde  miis  it 
once.  The  gentieman  from  Georgia  had  ssid 
that  the  States  had  delayed  to  loid  in  tbdr 
accounts.  This  was  not  tbe  reaaoa  why  they 
were  not  paid  immediately  after  the  wsr.  It 
was  the  accumulation  of  huainesB  on  the  haiuii 
of  the  Department  ^hich  it  took  years  to  wttk. 
It^  then,  uie  Stetes  were  delayed  in  tbe  sMtls* 
ment  by  the  General  Government  th»ew»i» 
reason  why  interest  should  not  be  pud  ob 
their  chums  during  that  period  of  delay.  Then 
was  one  error  running  tiirongh  the  whole  q>- 
position  to  the  bill.   It  was,  that  these  sanu 
of  money  were  expended  by  the  SUtei  fat 
their  own  immediate  defence.   But  it  wse  aot 
so ;  for  the  mtmey  advanced  by  South  Oimlitt 
went  to  tbe  norai  and  west,  and  oaoited  to 
defend  those  frontiers.  The  advance  wunuw 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  communis;  sad 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  {Uj.  Wd- 
btzb)  had  said,  with  great  truth,  thst  oil  eacth 
flees  for  the  general  good  ought  to  be  pud 
of  the  dunmon  fon^  of  the  country.  Ur- 
said  he  conceived  the  principle  to  be  well  es- 
tebliflhed,  that  wherever  individnals  or  StsW 
advanced  money  for  the  use  of  the  GM>e™ 
Government  it  was  to  be  paid  with  '"Wrt^ 
from  the  public  treasury.   It  had 
been  done  in  advances  made  by  indiridiwji 
He  admitted  that  it  was  not  done  TbenW' 
vances  were  made  by  a  public  officer;  beci»» 
it  was  considered  that  there  would  oftoi m* 
larse  amonnt  of  the  frmds  of  the  Govwnmw 
in  nia  hands,  which  vould  balance 
TBooea  made  by  lum.  HoLadaftirda^"''* 
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been  indaced  to  examine  the  acts  as  far  back 
as  the  year  1770,  and  found  that,  in  every 
instance,  vhere  individnals  advanced  money 
for  the  use  of  Government,  interest  had  been 
pud.  He  would  instance  one  case,  which  was 
a  sample  of  many  others.  It  was  that  of 
Ohristopber  Green,  (rf  Bfaodft  Island,  who,  in 
the  year  177(^  had  advanced  a  aom  of  money 
tot  the  release  oertun  prisoners.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  war,  the  sum  paid  by  him  was 
refunded ;  and  ia  17d2,  a  bill  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amonnt  passed  Congress.  The  Justice 
of  the  principle  he  believed  no  one  would 
donbt ;  and  the  practice  had  been  so  nniveraal, 
that  he  thought  it  hardly  neoeBsary  to  go 
farther  in  support  of  the  biU. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Hr.  Eniqbt 
having  been  modified,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Wood- 
BCBT,  so  as  to  indooe  New  Hampahire,  was 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  Kaoon  sud  that  the  reason  why  the 
acooQUts  were  not  settled  earlier^  was  that 
the  mon^  was  not  pud  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,  but  to  iheir  own  officers,  which 
made  it  neoessary  to  send  agenta  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  explain  their  vouchers.  Kow,  because 
tiiis  money  was  expended  by  the  State  officers, 
a  bill  paying  them  interest  must  be  passed; 
and  it  must  be  shingled  np  by  adding  all  the 
States  one  by  one.  We  are  growing  wiser 
every  day.  We  are  always  going  back,  and 
finding  that  all  that  was  done  in  former  times 
was  wrong.  All  former  principles  were  erro- 
neous. Can  a  Government  get  along  in  this 
way,  continually  overtaming  all  that  was 
done  before  ?  A  decision  of  a  case  was  never 
sufficient.  Olaimants  came  here,  and  got  all 
they  could;  and  then  they  came  ag^  and 
got  the  rati.  No  Goveniment  oonld  get  along 
so.  We  oannot  have  officers  enough  to  settle 
the  aeeounts  bron^t  agidnst  as,  if  they  must 
be  settled  over  and  over  ag^  No  Seoretai^ 
of  the  1>easury  can  make  his  calculations,  if 
we  go  on  in  this  way ;  for  we  cannot  come  at 
any  near  estimate  of  the  money  that  Ck>ngress 
will  vote  away,  and  every  year  unsettle  what 
was  done  the  year  before. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  having  been 
i^reed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  engrossing  the  bill,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  ud 
nays,  as  follows : 

TiAS.— Hesm.  Bunard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Chambers,  Hnne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johoston 
of  LoinriaDs,  Knirirt,  Ha^  Udgely,  RobUos,  San- 
ford,  SUabee,  Snuth  of  Maryland,  TaxeweU,  Tyler, 
Webstar,  White,  Woodbury— 20. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Batenuui,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Chue,  Cobb,  JHckerson,  Blis,  Foot,  Hendricks, 
Kinf;,  Macon,  Ifoble,  Fams,  Rowan,  'Bngglea,  Sey- 
mour, Williams — 17. 


KoXDAT,  Ainil  T. 
Jhttjf  on  SaU. 
Hr.  noBBumr  moved  to  take  np  the  Ull  to 
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reduce  the  duty  on  imported  salt,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Bdrbk  moved  the  Indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  iq}peared  to  him  very 
extraordinary.  This  bill  was  brought  fiMmrd 
at  an  early  period  of  the  season,  and  had  been  re- 
peatedly postponed  on  account  of  the  vety  gentie- 
man  from  New  Twk.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  is  brought  np,  that  gentlemen  moves  its 
indefinite  postponement.  It  was  curious  that 
this  was  the  only  bill  that  proposed  to  rmeal 
a  tax  which  was'  paid  chiefiy  by  the  people  of 
the  Southern  States.  He  oonld  not  but  express 
his  surprise  at  the  course  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man, nor  did  be  think  the  reason  given  for  it 
at  all  sufficient.  If  this  bill  was  to  be  post- 
poned to  give  fair  weather  to  the  tariff  bill, 
when  that  bill  should  come  into  the  Senate, 
he  thought  the  proporitiiHi  partial  and  nnjnst. 

Hr.  SiinB,  of  Uttylaod,  sud  he  roee  merely 
to  say  that  he  hoped  thia  bill  mi^t  not  be 
discussed.  He  believed  that  every  Senator 
had  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  sutfject.  If^ 
however,  tliose  opposed  to  the  bill  saw  fit  to 
express  themselves,  he  hoped  the  friends 
the  bill  would  not  follow  their  example,  as  the 
opinions  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  were 
thoroughly  fixed. 

Mr.  H  ARBisoN  observed,  that  he  thonght  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  a  tax  on  a  necessaiy 
of  life,  as  was  that  to  which  the  bill  referred, 
which  took  from  the  poor  man  as  much  as 
from  the  rich  man ;  which  made  the  same  de- 
mand upon  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cottage, 
as  upon  the  possessor  of  the  splendid  chateau, 
was  in  utter  hostility  to  the  principles  of  our 
Government.  Which  of  these  primciples, 
Hr.  H.,  is  more  sacred,  wluch  more  neoeaaary 
for  the  legislator  oonstantiy  to  ke^  in  view, 
than  that  which  directs  that,  in  the  assessmeot 
of  the  public  burthens,  the  demand  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  ability  to  pay!  If  this 
principle  is  not  regarded;  if  the  taxes  are 
levied  upon  the  person,  and  not  upon  the 
property  of  the  citizen ;  or,  which  Is  the  same 
thing,  upon  the  necessaries  of  life,  of  which 
the  poor  man  consumea  as  much  as  the  rich 
one,  what  becomes  of  that  boasted  equality 
which  is  the  basis  of  our  Government  t  It  is 
in  v«Q  that  you  secure  to  your  citizens  their 
other  rights,  that  th^r  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty are  invltdote,  that  the  elective  fiandiiae 
is  unrestricted,  and  the  offices  of  Government 
open  to  dl,  if  this  principle  is  adopted,  and 
acted  upon  to  any  extent.  If  you  tax  the  food 
of  the  laboring  man,  all  the  liber^  that  will  be 
left  to  him,  will  be  that  of  ohooaiiw  his  master; 
for,  go  where  he  may,  he  will  still  be  the  slave 
of  his  employer. 

But,  Mr.  msident  said  Hr.  H.,  this  duty 
upon  salt  is  opposed  to  another  important 
principle.  It  is  a  tax,  and  a  heavy  tax,  on  agri- 
culture. Upon  that  Interest,  which  is  more 
important  than  any  other,  and  on  which,  in- 
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deed,  all  the  others  depend.  Salt  is  largely 
used  on  every  farm,  but  to  the  grazier  It  is 
esseotially  necessary.  No  one  can  prosecute 
t^is  branch  of  agrionltnral  industry,  In  the 
Tfeateni  comitry  at  least,  vith  tolerable  ano- 
C0S3,  unless  he  can  procure  the  article  at  noti 
a  reasonable  price  as  to  enable  bim  to  use  it 
ireely.  And  the  condition  of  his  stock  will 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used. 
Its  beneficial  effects  are  felt  in  more  than  one 
way.  It  saves  food ;  for,  the  animal  which  is 
well  supplied  with  this  article  will  fatten  upon 
food  of  a  coarser  quolity,  and  which,  without 
it,  would  scarcely  sustain  him.  It  serves  in- 
stead of  shelter.  In  the  cold  rains  of  winter, 
the  Western  grazier  gives  a  double  portion  of 
salt  to  his  unhoused  stock,  (and  few  are  sup- 
plied with  covers ;)  its  cordial  and  invigorating 
effects  upon  the  atomach  of  the  onimaL  en- 
abling it  to  resist  Hie  inclemen<^  of  tba 
weather.  It  Bavea  Ubor.  With  a  good  sup- 
ply of  salt  one  or  two  men  can  keep  to^^ether 
a  nerd  of  cattle  or  a  flock  of  sheep,  grazug  in 
the  wilderness,  with  more  ease  mian  ten  can 
without  it  So  strong  is  the  force  of  habit  in 
the  brute  creation,  as  well  as  in  their  lordly 
master,  that  it  will  bring  together  the  widely 
scattered  flock  and  herd,  precisely  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
receive  their  ration  of  this  necessary  condi- 
ment. 

It  may  be  asked,  sir,  how  a  tax  of  this  de- 
scription could  ever  have  been  laid,  or  sub- 
mitted to,  in  a  Government  like  ours  i  It  was 
oommenoed,  said  Mr.  H.,  as  soon  aa  the  present 
oonstltnUon  went  into  operation,  when  our 
finances  wm«  in  a  most  desperate  oondition. 
Being  an  indirect  tax,  the  people  have  felt  its 
weignt  without  exacUy  understanding  it.  As 
soon,  however,  as  the  affairs  of  our  treasury 
were  in  such  a  condition  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
done,  the  doty  was  entirely  removed.  This 
happened  in  the  year  1807.  It  was  again  im- 
posed at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
bat  the  representatives  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest were  with  great  difficulty  prevailed  upon 
to  adopt  it,  and  only  from  the  understanding 
that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  war  duty,  to 
be  taken  off  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
A  very  distinguished  citizen  of  South  Carolina, 
Ur.  Oheves,  and  who  was  at  that  time  a  lead- 
ing member  of  Congress,  has  authorized  ne  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  various 
pretences,  the  dnl^  has  c(mtinned  nntil  this 
time. 

Mr.  Macon  s^d,  that  the  Government  was 
not  the  same  now,  as  when  he  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Moryland  (Mr.  Ssnrn)  first  came 
into  Congress.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  for  bringing  this  bill  forward ;  and 
would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  New  York,  whether  the  State  he  (Mr. 
Macon)  represented  was  in  a  condition  to  bear 
the  burthen  of  this  tax.  The  people  did  not 
complain,  end  probably  sent  fewer  petitions  to 
OongiMS  than  auj  other  Btate;  but  they  felt 


it  severely.   There  were  certain  things  vliki 
ought  not  to  be  tased  in  any  country— thii^ 
that  entered  into  the  phun  jfbod  of  the  poor 
and  laboring  ch^es,  and  which  were  nens- 
saiy  to  sostain  life.   He  had  generally  fmi, 
that,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  topiKt 
bill,  it  was  argued  that  it  wonld  not  be  tdra 
np  in  the  other  House.   Bnt  that  wosDodgn- 
tion  oh  this  floor.   The  Senate  was  nottod»- 
oide  for  the  other  House.   When  the  biD  rtm 
before  them  they  should  decide  for  tfanmelrti 
This  duty  seemed*  to  him  in  the  light  <^  stock 
which  Congress  had  got  out  of  the  peopi^  ui 
which  they  were  determined  to  hold  on  upon. 
If  this  bill  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  aod  be 
rejected  in  the  other  House,  it  would  make  no 
difference  in  his  opinion.    I  do  not  beliei« 
that  tlie  argamenta  of  Mr.  Anderson's  book, 
quoted  last  year  by  the  gentleman  from  Sev 
Hampshire,  can  be  controverted.   Nffltber  io 
I  oonndor  that  a  more  perfiaot  expontian  at 
the  odiooRiess  of  this  tax  can  be  made,  than 
was  last  year  made  by  that  ^ntleraao,  (Sr. 
WooDBUBT.)   This  article  goes  into  everymarf 
we  eat.   Not  a  mouthful  goes  down  the  peer 
man's  throat  which  is  not  seasoned  with  it 
And  why  should  not  the  duty  be  redocedf 
Because  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  maonlu- 
ture  would  get  a  loss  price.   But,  is  even  onr 
food  to  be  taxed,  because  a  few  indivfdoab 
own  salt  springs  ?   He  deprecated  the  pnno- 
pie  which  was  fast  gaining  ground,  of  legislat- 
ing partially  in  favor  of  one  class  of  the  com- 
munity, which  would  have  the  effect,  if  not 
opposed,  of  establishing  an  oligardiy  samig 
us.  What,  said  Mr.  M.,  mnst  nnite  tkt  eonn- 
try!  A  fallow-faermg  fordl  parts  oT  it  If 
a  single  citizen's  rights  were  touched,  eraj 
man  on^t  to  feel  as  if  the  case  were  his  own. 
But  it  could  not  be  held  that,  if  they  got  t 
road  made  for  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  the 
country,  and  neglected  another,  there  conW  be 
a  fellow-feeling  between  them.   Sir,  sud  Mr. 
M.,  I  will  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
York  (Mr.  Macon  here  addressed  himself  to 
Mr.  Van  Boben)  if  he  did  not  find  ev«7 
in  ruins  in  the  State  I  represent,  when  be 
passed  through  it — and  whether  the  tariff  bu 
not  destroyed  us!   I  am  glad  the  gentleina 
went  there ;  and  I  hope  he  will  go  agwn-  « 
the  war,  ITorth  Caruina  was  very  mw^  ^ 
pre»ed  by  the  loss  of  commerce,  aad 
iidDTies.  And  now  she  is  eqnally  battboea 
with  this  protective  system.  The 
protection  had  been  carried  too  fiu". 
1  was  young,  this  word,  protection,  bad  a  b» 
soand  to  me ;  and  it  is  quite  as  bsd  now. 
seems  to  mean  that,  where  there  is  any  plw 
highly  favored  by  natore,  more  mnst  be  done  w 
it  than  for  any  other.   This  duty  has  been  trnif 
called  a  '*  war-tax."    Nobody  knoffs  betttf 
that  it  is  so,  Mr.  President,  than  yon  do.  A» 
I  told  you,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  I 
never  vote  for  a  bill  that  had  salt  in  it.  » 
this  Government  partial!   What  wonW  J« 
saj  of  a  parent  that  would  fted  one^ilf "  ■» 
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cbUdren,  and  let  the  other  half  starret  Salt 
mUs  now,  in  ttie  market  towns,  higher  than  it 
former^  did  in  the  interior  of  the  oonntrT'.  It 
has  been  sold  for  131  cents,  and  the  dntj  is 
now  20  oentfl  per  bnwel ;  and  the  measure  in 
those  dftys  was  good — not  yoor  66  lbs.  It 
is  a  heavy  article,  and  the  transportation  of  it 
inland  makes  it  cost  in  many  places,  over  SO 
cents  per  bnshel.   The  duty  of  20  cents  was 
first  pnt  on  at  the  oommenoement  of  the  war. 
Part  of  it  was  afterwards  taken  oS.   But  it  is 
now  20  cents.   Those  who  voted  for  it  then, 
said  they  would  vote  against  it  when  the  war 
was  over.    It  is  said  that  it  is  an  article  which 
cannot  be  smaggled — and  is  that  a  reason  why 
It  should  be  taxed  f  Is  it  good  reasoning  to 
aay  that,  beoaoie  laoee  and  nlka  can  be  smng- 
gled,  they  must  not  be  taxed  as  high  as  an 
article  of  necessity  to  the  poor  9  They  dont 
enter  into  the  ooosamption  of  the  poor  man. 
Sir,  siud  Hr.  M.,  I  have  always  considered  l^ls 
system  of  high  duties  as  the  strife  of  private 
interest  agidnst  the  pnblic  good.   It  had  been 
said  to  the  Sontfa,  a  few  years  ago,  "only 
TMiss  oar  tariff  bill  and  yonr  cotton  will  rise." 
But  it  has  not.   I  don't  know  that  they  prom- 
ised us  a  rise  on  tobacco.   But  we  were  told 
that  it  would  increase  the  oonsnmption  of  cot- 
ton.   How  does  it  turn  out !   With  every  kind 
of  protection,  instead  of  our  manafacturers 
nnoerselling  the  foreigners,  the  foreigners  un- 
dersell us.  They  go  away  with  good  prices. 
Hft  saw,  by  a  Boston  paper,  not  long  since,  that 
the  prices  had  not  fiulen.  The  promise  was, 
however,  that  every  thin^  dionld  &I1 :  uid  it 
reminda  me  of  the  maxim  that,  "while  the 
nass  grows  the  steed  starves."  He  thoaght 
ne  should  die  before  there  would  be  any  &I1. 
Sir,  I  think,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  we  are  so  fright- 
ened about  fordgn  products,  that  we  would  be 
almost  willing  to  starve  ourselves,  and  go 
naked,  rather  than  eat  and  wear  them.  The 
foil  intention  of  this  system  seems  to  be,  that 
ire  are  to  have  nothing  but  what  is  made  in 
this  country.   Sir,  if  the  Southern  States  had 
looked  as  sharp  after  their  own  affairs  as  the 
Horth  have,  where  would  the  great  export 
trade  have  come  ftomt    In  m^ing  ought 
equality  to  be  more  stricUy  observed,  than  in 
taxation.  But  everybody  knows,  that  if  yon 
collect  in  (me  part  of  the  country,  and  expend 
in  another,  yon  do  not  deal  equally.   It  was  an 
oid-fasfaioDol  opinion,  with  hmi,  uiat  the  max- 
im \>  iiich  directed  that  everybody  should  be 
let  alone,  and  do  that  which  they  could  do 
best,  oontiuned  a  sound  doctrine.   Free  trade 
tnd  Ivor's  rights,  was  formerly  the  motto  of 
onr  system;  but  now,  every  point  must  be 
settled  by  law.  He  had  hoped  that  this  bill 
would  pass;  but  his  hopes  were  now  very 
fUnt  Whether  it  did  or  did  not,  he  should 
always  be  <tf  opinion  tiiat  Jnsttoe  required  its 
psssi^. 

The  bUl  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 


WxrancBDAT,  A{nil  9. 
CfraduaUon  ^  lA«  2VtM  ^  tt«  JPuUfo  ImSa, 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands 
was  then  taken  up,  the  substitute  offwed  1^ 
Mr.  Babtom  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Bbktov  stated  the  objects  of  his  bill  to 
be.  first,  to  benefit  the  public  treasury,  by  ao- 
celerating  the  sales  of  tne  pnblic  lands ;  and, 
next,  to  benefit  the  new  States  by  procuring 
for  them,  within  some  reasonable  time,  the  use- 
of  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement,  taxation,  and  general  Juris- 
diction. The  sales,  he  s^d,  were  too  slow  at 
present  to  answer  these  purposes.  They  scarce- 
ly advanced  at  all,  and  certainly  made  no  send- 
ble  impreeritm  » the  mass  of  the  pablic  lands. 
The  Federal  Government  held  960  milUona  of 
acres  in  the  States  and  Territories,  to  which 
the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished ;  about 
SO  millions  more  to  which  it  had  not  been  ex* 
tinguished ;  abont  90  millions  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  between  the  State  of  lUinpls  and 
Lake  Superior,  and  about  TOO  millions  vest  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  east  of  the  Rooky  Moun- 
tains; making  1,100  millions  of  acres  of  un- 
disputed public  domain,  exclusive  of  onr  terri- 
torial claims  and  possessions  in  the  valley  of 
the  Oolumbia  Biver  and  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Of  this  immense  mass,  not 
more  than  80  millions  of  acres  have  been  sold 
by  the  Federal  Government  in  a  period  of  40 
years ;  and  only  89  mllli<HU  of  purchase  money 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  from  which  is  to  be 
dednoted  $3,16S,000  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing; $1,166,000  for  the  expenses  of  selling; 
$86,000  per  annpm  for  the  expenses  of  tm 
General  Land  Office;  $8,893,000  for  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  Indian  treaties  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles ;  and  annuities,  diiefly 
permanent,  amounting  at  present  to  about 
$240,000  per  annum.  The  ^n  to  the  Treasury 
would  be  but  little  from  such  sales;  and  as  to 
the  new  States  and  Territori»,  a  nmple  ques* 
tion  in  the  Rule  of  Three  would  show  that  It 
would  take  620  years  to  extinguish  the  Federal 
title  within  their  limits,  at  the  rate  the  sales 
hod  been  going  on  for  the  forty  years  past,  and 
about  2,000  years  more  to  complete  the  sales 
to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  fbot 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Ilaving  stated  these 
results,  Mr.  B.  suggested  to  the  Senate  that 
620  years  was  rather  too  long  a  period  for  the 
new  States  to  remain  without  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cultivating  the  lands  within  their 
limits ;  rother  too  long  for  the  public  debt  to 
remain  unpaid,  and  for  the  people  of  the  old 
States  to  continue  to  raise  money  from  other 
sources  to  pay  its  annual  interest. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill,  and  stated  the 
nature  of  its  several  provisions.  He  said  that 
it  consisted  of  four  dutinot  clauses,  comprised 
in  five  sections ;  and  that  each  clause  presented 
a  s^arate  qnesUon  for  the  connderatlon  and 
dednon  of  the  Senate.  The  first  danse  w- 
pUed  the  gmdnatiai  prinol^  to  the  lands 
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which  hod  been  heretofore  offered  at  public 
sale,  and  remained  ansold  at  the  muiimani 
prioe  (tf  $1  26  per  acre ;  the  second  clause  ap- 
plied the  same  ptindple  to  the  lands  Iiereafter 
to  come  into  market ;  the  third  clause  proposed 
donations  of  small  tracts  to  Actual  settlers; 
and  the  fourth  made  provision  for  the  cession 
of  the  refuse  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie,  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause  of 
education  and  internal  improvement. 

Having  stated  the  nature  of  the  different 
clauses  in  his  bill,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  examine 
these  clauses  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood, 
and  to  show  their  practical  effect /upon  the 
public  lands  and  the  public  Treasury.  For  this 
purpose  he  took  up  the  first  clause,  which  ap- 
plied Uie  gradoation  principle  to  the  lands  now 
in  market,  and  stud  that  the  proper  decision 
of  it  required  a  knowledge,  first,  of  the  quan- 
tity, uid,  secondly,  of  the  quality,  of  the  lands, 
to  which  it  would  apply.  As  the  author  of  the 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the 
Senate  f^ll  and  correct  information  npon  those 
points,  and  he  should  do  so  with  all  the  brevity 
and  precision  which  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject would  admit  of.  He  had  been  collecting 
this  information  for  mony  years,  and  without 
pretending  to  the  minute  accnracy  of  a  clerk 
stating  an  account,  he  would  confine  himself 
to  round  numbers,  and  assure  the  Senate  that 
his  statements  would  be  found  to  be  sufficiently 
correct  and  particular  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  Uie  legislator. 

On  Uie  first  point  he  wonld  say,  that  the 
number  ot  acres  on  which  the  first  clause  of 
the  bill  would  operate,  was  about  80  millions, 
and  he  verified  tliis  statement  by  showing  from 

Slated  documents,  and  manuscript  memoran- 
ums,  taken  from  tbe  General  Land  Office,  that 
the  quanti^  of  public  land  sarveyed,  was  140 
millions  of  acres;  the  quantity  sold  was  SO 
millions;  the  quantity  given  away,  reserved 
from  sale,  or  not  brought  into  market,  was  40 
millions ;  leaving  the  aforesaid  qnantity  of  80 
millions  of  acres  for  the  application  of  the  first 
clause  of  bis  bill.  So  much  for  the  quantity. 
On  the  second  point,  Mr.  B.  would  say,  that  he 
had  a  great  deal  of  personal  knowled^  of  the 
■nality  ot  these  Irads.  They  }aj  m  seven 
States  and  three  Territories;  and  of  each  of 
tiiese,  except  one  territory,  tiiat  of  Michigan, 
he  had  a  personal  knowledge  from  travelling 
and  visits ;  and  although  the  soil  of  the  whole 
of  them  might  be  characterized  as  rich,  yet, 
as  the  fattest  animid  must  have  bones  and  offal, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  the  richest  country  must 
have  its  rocks  and  hills,  and  s^rile  spots. 
Tliis  was  essentially  true  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  which  contained  the  public  lands; 
and  of  the  relative  proportions  of  good  and 
bad,  those  to  the  South  po^ssed  much  the 
largest  alloy  of  bad.  In  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory these  lands  had  been  picked ;  in  the  forks 
of  the  Ohio  and  Miansrippi,  chiefly  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  tiie  others^ 
lior  alcMig  time,  under  the  boanlafiil  diqtenBa- 


tions  of  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  bet« 
subject  to  the  more  ngoroos  system  of  tbeFd- 
eru  Government.  The  eighty  millions  snxU 
was  ^e  reridnnm  of  tlie  repeated  pickii^aid 
cullings,  by  sales  and  donationa,  for  perMti/ 
ten,  fifty,  and  a  hundred  jeara^  under  hs 
difi'erent  sovereignties,  and  might  be  taaaui 
to  be  at  least  one-half  unfit  for  cultiratioa,  ui 
worth  nothing  at  all,  and  the  other  half  iQoj- 
ed  in  all  assignable  proportiooa  with  ndSBrei 
of  bad  land,  and  hardly  worth  an  avenptt 
forty  or  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

But  the  bill  meets  with  several  objectiani; 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  one  of  a  novel  ml 
extraordinary  character,  not  connected  litii 
the  merits  of  the  qaestion,  but  ^7t>wing  oatitf 
supposed  ii]|jnries  whidi  it  is  to  inflict  vpoa  tk 
old  States.  It  is  said  that  the  bill  win  hit 
the  effect  of  drawing  off  the  popnladoDoftb» 
States,  diminishing  the  weigiit  of  their  pcftid 
infiuence,  inking  the  value  of  their  lacdi,  ib^ 
retarding  the  progress  of  their  manufactorei. 

These  are  strange  objections,  Hr.  Prende^ 
to  be  urged  in  a  country  blessed  with  a  emiti- 
tution  founded  on  the  rights  of  man.  Hcj 
would  come  well  from  feudal  lords  in  the 
baronial  times  of  Great  Britain,  or  fnm  ite 
masters  of  the  serfs  and  vasaals  of  Russia  ul 
Poland  to  the  present  day ;  but  they  gnu 
harshly  upon  my  ear — they  harmonize  bsffl; 
with  uie  feelings  of  my  bosom — coming  froD 
American  statesmen,  and  intended  to  restnii 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  bm  bet- 
tering their  condition  by  removing  to  the  Te^ 
Admitting  all  the  evus  apprehended,  sad  it 
wonld  still  be  an  Invalid  olgection ;  i<a  the 
people  have  arif^tnnder  our  ofmstitntioD  Uigo 
where  they  please ;  even  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  go  into  foreign  countries  in  pmnit 
of  w^th  or  happiness.  It  is  their  own  prtr- 
il^  to  go  or  stay,  and  no  rightful  power  re- 
sides in  this  Government  to  restr«n  them. 
But  the  evils  will  be  much  less  than  seem  to 
be  apprehended,  even  in  the  parts  of  the  Uniwi 
from  which  the  objections  chiefly  come.  Enu- 

¥ ration  has  never  depopulated  a  good  coanfty. 
he  chasm  made  by  one  person  moving  >v>7 
is  always  filled  in  such  a  country  by  "nowtf 
coming  in,  and  nsndly  a  richer  «ie.  F<^°^ 
inflnenoe  m  not  diminiahed,  but  inereisea,  w 
such  eroigrataons.    Of  thb  the  two  him  « 
Congress  furnish  alSbndant  prodl   lu>m  in 
the  old  States  will  certwnly  not  produce  lea  o 
consequence  of  such  removals.   The  pnufw 
principle  of  the  soil  will  still  be  the  same ;  m 
if  it  sells  for  less,  it  is  also  bought  for  lea- 
The  tiling  balances  itself.   The  baj^r 
what  the  seller  loses ;  and  as  the  seller  is  to  be 
the  emigrant,  the  advantage  remains  with  tM 
one  that  remains  in  the  country.  In  J'"^ 
places,  the  price  of  land  is  as  low  now  in  J» 
old  States  as  my  bill  proposes  to  make  it  W  ^ 
new  ones.  My  friends  tell  me  thatUirf"*' 
cultivaticm,  and  with  some  im|Ht>veinat 
it,  and  etmveuient  to  all  the  adTantiges«<» 
eatabliahed  inetitntiona,  e«a  be  had  bow  » 
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ITorth  Carolina  for  one  dollar  per  acre.  In 
Virginia,  I  see  from  the  assessment  of  1817, 
when  the  price  of  real  estate  there,  as  else- 
where, was  double  what  it  is  now,  that  a  large 
conntT,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Sena- 
tors, here  present,  (Tyler,)  and  containing  as 
many  acres  as  the  Federal  Government  has 
ever  sold  in  Hissouri,  was  assessed  at  68  cents 
per  acre,  improvements  and  all;  that  another 
county,  of  about  the  same  size,  bearing  the 
name  of  another  of  her  Senators  present,  Taze- 
well,) was  assessed  at  83  cents  per  acre ;  and 
three  others  at  the  respective  prices  of  24,  23, 
and  18  cents  ^  acre.  Gentlemea  will  Bay 
tiiese  are  inferior  landfi.    I  answer,  that  the 
prices  in  my  bill  also  apply  to  inferior  land, 
and  that  so  far  aa  price  ia  concerned,  there  will 
be  no  indnoement  for  emigration  from  old 
States  to  new  ones.   To  the  south  of  the  Foto- 
mac,  and  in  all  the  slave-holding  States,  emigra- 
tion is  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The 
poor  are  not  needed  there.   Slaves  perform  all 
the  menial  services,  and  do  the  principal  part 
of  the  labor.   In  the  non  slave-holding  States, 
and  especially  in  the  mannfactnring  districts,  it 
is  somewhat  different.    There  the  poor  are 
-  wanted  for  tenants,  for  day  laborers,  for  do- 
mestic servants,  and  to  work  in  the  mantifac- 
tories.    To  such  States  it  might  be  some  disad- 
Tantage  to  lose  their  poor;  bat  it  is  a  loss 
which  they  have  no  moral  or  lawful  right  to 
prevent,  by  passing  laws  to  restrain  th^r  re- 
moval.   Bn^  Mr.  President,  I  will  drop  these 
objections.   I  do  not  think  it  would  be  Jostifia- 
blo  in  Senators  from  old  States  to  vote  upon 
Buch  considerations ;  and  of  course  it  is  not  oe- 
corolng  in  me  to  presume  that  an  argament  is 
necessary  to  prevent  them  fi-ora  doing  so. 

I  will  proceed  to  the  next  objection,  which 
is  also  of  a  novel  and  extraordinary  character, 
and  seems  to  have  its  origin  in  a  benevolent  in- 
clination to  save  the  people  of  the  new  States 
ftora  the  consequences  of  their  own  folly.  It 
goes  upon  the  snpposition  that  the  price  of  all 
uie  land  held  by  individuals,  will  be  sunk  to 
the  scale  of  prices  fixed  in  the  bill,  and  that 
fbese  landholders  will  be  iqjared  in  their  prop- 
erty to  that  d^ree.  This  is  the  ostensible  na- 
ture of  the  objection ;  but  it  may  be  that  it  has 
a  different  objeot ;  that  its  real  design  is  not 
charitable,  bnt  Insidions ;  and  that  it  is  intend- 
ed to  excite  these  landholders  against  the  bill. 
In  the  first  point  of  view,  it  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  very  unexpected  ebullition  of  superser- 
vioeable  benevolence,  which  the  individuals 
referred  to  will  resist  and  repudiate,  Tbey 
have  no  need,  and  it  is  no  compliment  to  their 
nnderstandiogs  to  suppose  that  they  have  any 
neefl  for  such  intrusive  guardianship.  They 
know  that  their  lands  will  produce  as  good 
crops  after  as  before  the  paraage  of  the  bill. 
Ibny  of  them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at 
the  graduated  prices.  '  AH  wiU  know  that  indi- 
ridnala  are  now  selUng  second  and  third  rate 
luul  for  the  same  prices  mendcmed  In  the  bill, 
■nd  every  one  is  ooosoioas  that  pmnlatioiL 
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gives  value  to  land,  and  that  th^  own  will  rise 
in  value  in  proportion  to  the  settlement  and  * 

improvement  of  the  country. 

The  third  objection  that  I  shall  notice  is  tiie 
one  so  incontinently  repeated,  that  no  one  will 
buy  until  the  lands  fail  to  the  lowest  price. 
This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  same  objection  whi<di 
was  made  to  the  graduation  principle  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  which,  for  several  years,  retarded 
the  establishment  of  the  system  there.  When 
it  was  established,  the  ol^ection  was  discovered 
to  have  no  foundation.  This  we  learn  from 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives,  the  anthor  of  the  system  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  en- 
try takw  in  one  of  the  Patriots.  These  papers 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid 
upon  oui;  tables,  and  are  presumed  to  be  read 
by  every  member.  I  will  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading  them 
over,  amply  as  their  contents  would  repay  that 
trouble ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  preset  a 
second  time,  the  table  of  sales  actually  made  in 
the  Hiwassee  district  a  district  of  only  forty 
miles  square,  and  which  proves  the  utter  fal- 
lacy and  total  inapplicability  of  the  objection. 
The  following  is  the  table : 

Amount  of  land  entertd  in  th$  Eitiry  Office  of  ths 
HiKauee  District,  TeTmetaee,  and  amovnt  of  eath 
rtceivedfrcm  the  2(1  J^eftniory,  1824,  to  tht  2(2F«(> 


ruary,  1828. 

PrioB  p«i  ten. 

"So.  4rf  KTM. 

Otth  reoelred. 

|1  fiO 

100,000 

$150,000 

100 

58,000 

58,000 

0  SO 

90,000 

46,000 

0  25 

80,000 

50,000 

0121 

56,000 

^,000 

0  01 

182,000 

1,200 

$276,320 

Such  is  the  triumphant  answer  which  actual 
experiment  gives  to  this  objection.  It  was 
the  experiment  of  one  district;  but  the  re- 
sult was  the  same  in  others,  for  the  law  was 
co-ezten^ve  in  its  uiplication  with  the  exist* 
ence  of  the  State  lancb.  But  even  withont  this 
experimental  answer,  the  ol^ection  would  have 
vanished  before  an  argument.  Instead  of  w^t' 
ing  for  the  lowest  price,  many  would  be  tempted 
to  ^ve  more  than  the  land  was  worth,  either  to 
save  a  quarter  section  which  was  necessary  to 
complete  the  size  and  form  of  their  estate,  or  to 
snpi^y  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  of  water,  or  a 
stone  quarry,  or  a  sugar  orchard,  or  to  keep  off 
a  bad  neighbor,  or  to  form  a  settlement  for  a 
child,  or  to  keep  open  an  outlet  for  stock. 
Such  was  the  natural  progreea  and  order  of 
tiimgs.  He  that  wanted  a  piece  of  land  that 
suited  him  would  cheerfully  embrace  the  first 
opportunity  of  taking  it  np  for  its  real  valna^ 
lest  another  should  forestiul  him  in  the  pur- 
chase, and  make  him  afterwards  pay  more  than 
the  valne.  To  suppose  otherwise,  and  to  as- 
sert, as  ^is  olfjeoQon  implies,  that  the  people 

the  new  Stetes  and  Territories  would  wait 
with  eadi  other  for  fonr  yearsi  until  the  price 
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of  am  land  fell  to  26  cents  per  acre,  is  to  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  a  oaiversal  combination, 
ai  impossible  In  practice  as  it  woold  be  dishon- 
orable ia  conception.  And,  after  all,  it  could 
•nd  in  no  advantage ;  for  when  the  lands  had 
Ulen  to  twent;-five  centa,  the  actual  settlers 
would  have  the  preference,  and  the  purchasers 
would  have  to  stand  off  uiUl  they  were  satis- 
fied, and  then  the  contest  would  t>egin  among 
them ;  for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  same  tract,  thoy  would  have  to 
bid  for  it,  and  the  price  ought  be  nm  up  higher 
than  ever. 

The  fonrth  otjecUon  to  my  Inll  la  fomid  in 
tiie  apprehen^on  of  q>ectiIatorB.  It  is  the  same 
old  objection,  Hr.  President,  which  had  ita  effect 
for  a  while  in  Tenneesee,  as  we  learn  from 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchell,  and  which  was 
oompletely  falsified  by  the  event  there,  and  is 
ready  to  be  overthrown  by  argmnent  here.  Sir, 
there  can  be  no  each  thing  as  speculation  in 
wild  land,  in  the  present  state  of  America.  A 
q>eculator  buys  to  sell  agiun.  His  plan  is  to 
buy  low,  and  sell  high ;  but  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  America,  although  he  may  bny  low 
enough,  yet  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  seU  still 
lower.  What  chance  is  there  for  wild  land  to 
rise  t  The  United  States  own  eleven  hundred 
millions  ot  acres,  far  which  she  cannot  find 
pnrchasers.  Menoo  and  Canada  have  more 
than  Uiey  can  ipve  away.  The  old  States  and 
the  new  States  are  fall  of  improved  land,  offer- 
ed for  sale  on  the  most  reduced  terms.  You 
see  ten  sellers  for  one  purchaser.  The  old 
peculators  of  1817-18,  that  is  to  say,  the  few 
that  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  their  lands, 
and  are,  in  fact,  the  real  authors  of  this  objec- 
tion. The  body  of  the  people  do  not  make  it. 
They  laugh  at  it.  They  linow  that  the  laws  of 
entul  and  primt^eniture  are  abolished,  and 
(hat  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present  day 
is  only  the  trustee  for  other  people's  children ; 
that  bis  posterity,  and  the  postenty  of  his  pres- 
ent tenanta,  will  exchange  positions  in  two  or 
three  generations,  perhap  in  one  generation ; 
■nd,  as  for  iwesent  pnrcbasea,  tb^  xnow  that 
tiiey  ean  rise  as  eai^,  ride  as  ftst,  get  to  the 
office  as  soon,  and  show  as  good  money  as  any 
^leoulator.  If  it  comes  to  bidding,  they  can 
bid  as  high.  If  it  comes  to  drawing  lots,  they 
stand  as  good  a  chance  as  any  man  for  the  long 
straw.  In  a  word,  sir,  the  people  are  not  afraid 
of  speculators.  They  know  there  is  no  such 
thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  upon 
them,  and  they  laugh  at  it. 

The  fifth  objection  supposes  that  the  Federal 
Government  will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands 
nnder  my  bilL  I  demand,  sir,  if  it  gets  the 
nine  under  the  present  system  ?  And  I  an- 
nrer  no  I  I  assert  that  it  gets  nothing  under 
the  pres^  system ;  that  tae  thirty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  reodved  io  forty-two  years,  for 
twenty  millions  of  acres,  has  been  sunk,  and 
double  sunk,  and  five  times  over  sunk,  in  the 
pqrment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt  while  this 
eom  was  odlectiDi^  and  in  the  e^enses  ui  the 
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system.  I  say  that  it  will  get  qoickly  nnds 
my  bill,  what  it  gets  at  all ;  tb&t  an  avenge  at 
fi^y  cents  per  acre,  received  in  fonr  or  fin 
years,  for  the  refuse  lauds,  will  be  worth  man 
to  the  Treasury  than  $1  26,  received  for  die 
same  lands,  would  be  worth  thirty  or  (artj 
years  hence.  But  I  dismiss  thia  calonlatim  m 
one  of  inferior  and  subordinate  consideration.  I 
look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  landa,  more  tbm 
to  their  sales.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
which  enriches  the  cotmtiT ;  and  in  this  point 
of  view,  the  coontiy  is  alwi^  a  gainer  when 
any  portion  of  the  pablio  lands  is  passed  torn 
the  Federal  Oovenunent,  which  cannot 
vote  them,  into  the  hands  ot  private  ovam 
who  can.  As  a  proof  of  this,  Iomc  to  die  doties 
which  have  been  recdved  on  impcM-t«,  wldkh 
imports  are  founded  on  the  exports  wMdi  an 
the  products  of  the  soiL  Ton  will  see  thoa 
amounting,  in  thirty-seven  years,  the  period 
that  the  present  constitnti(m  has  been  in  force, 
to  $675,000,000.  Tea,  sir,  to  five  hundred  and 
seventy  five  millions  of  dollars  I  And  this 
source  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  exbaoiital 
by  one  year's  cultivation  like  the  reTenoe  foa 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  which  can  only  be  re- 
ceived once,  is  perennial  and  etemsJ,  renewiif  | 
itself  incessantiy,  and  augmenting,  from  year 
to  year,  with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  of  pop- 
ulfidoD.  Surely  it  is  our  policy  to  increasa  tha 
bountifol  source  d  revenue,  and  for  that  pm^ 
pose  to  give  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  erciy 
inhabitant  that  will  cultivate  it 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  ol^ections  whidi  have 
been  made  to  the  ^adnation  clanse  of  my  bill, 
Mr.  Pi^ident,  without  noticing  one  which  I 
heard  in  Missouri,  but  which  has  not  been  en- 
forced by  any  speaker  on  this  floor.  It  was 
the  objection  of  a  tanner  who  sopplied  hb  vats 
with  bark  from  the  pnblic  lands,  and  who,  af- 
ter running  over  all  the  worn  out  objection 
about  speculators,  etc.,  admitted  that  his  true 
objection  was  alt^tber  of  a  different  natore: 
that  if  the  bUl  passed  all  the  land  would  be 
bought  up,  and  he  would  get  no  more  **  paWe 
bark  "  to  tan  with. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  the  donation  dann^ 
and  admit  at  once  that  its  primary  intentioit  is 
to  l>etter  the  condition  of  the  poor.  I  know  it 
to  be  written  in  that  book  which  is  the  epitome 
of  all  knowledge,  "that  the  rich  nileth  the 

floor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  the 
ender."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  my 
venerable  and  venerated  friend  fHim  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  thatGovemments are  not 
mode  for  the  poor,  but  agfunst  them ;  that  the 
rich  get  the  benefits  and  the  poor  get  tba 
burthens  of  Government;  and  I  knowuat  tbii 
severe  remark  has  much  foimd^on  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind,  yet  it  has  not  always  been  ea 
There  have  been  exceptions,  and  especially  is 
that  great  republic,  whose  name,  after  the  luwq 
of  two  tiionsand  years,  Aill  shines  as  a  leading 
star  in  the  firmament  of  nations.  It  was  not 
so  among  the  ancient  Bomans.  With  tiiat  he- 
people^  tfthoagii  the  Gorenanent  wa 
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chiefly  in  the  h&ndB  of  the  Patricians,  yet  the 
'poor  had  an  interest  in  their  country,  and  that 
interest  was  founded  in  their  share  of  the  pub- 
lio  lands.  When  a  conquest  was  made,  half  the 
lands  were  immediately  set  aside  for  gratuitous 
distribution  among  the  poor;  the  other  half 
was  put  np  tOMle  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
treasary.    Besides  this  fundamental  law,  we 
read  in  the  history  of  that  great  people,  of  oc- 
casional donations  of  land  to  20,000  poor  Comi- 
lies  at  a  time.   Many  laws  were  made  for  the 
protecUon  of  th^r  lands— as  the  Licii^an  lav, 
wbich  Becnred  their  poeses^iu  for  Beveral 
Inindred  years,  and  for  tiie  enforcement  of 
which  the  Gracchi  lost  their  lives.  It  was  tiiis 
interest  in  the  soil  of  their  coimtry,  which 
made  the  love  of  that  country  so  strong  a  pas- 
sion in  the  breast  of  tlie  Boman  citizen.  It 
waa  this  which  made  every  Roman  glory  in 
tbe  name,  and  hold  himself  forever  ready  to 
fight  and  die  for  his  country.   And  cannot  the 
same  cause  produce  the  same  effect  with  ust 
Congress  is  charged  with  providing  for  *'the 
common  defence  "  of  the  nation,  and  she  ex- 
pends millioDB  npon  the  fortifications  of  the 
aeacoast,  and  upon  the  equipment  of  ships  for 
the  sea.    And  may  she  not  ^ve  land  for  the 
dofenoe  of  the  western  fiiwtier  >  Great  Britain 
ia  now  filling  Upper  Canada  with  fk«eholder& 
at  a  great  expense  to  Uie  crown.  One  hnndred 
and  fifty  acres  of  choice  land  to  each  emigrant 
—expenses  of  removal — provisions  for  one  year 
— seed-grtuns  for  the  first  crop — farming  tools, 
and  hoosehold  utensils,  a  cow,  at  the  cost  of 
£4 10s.  sterling:  sach  are  the  inducements  which 
England  holds  out  for  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Canada.  And  why  f   For  the  obvious  purpose 
of  strengthening  herself  agEunst  us  in  that  quar- 
ter: and  shall  we  not  strengthen  ourselves 
against  her  in  the  opposite  quarter  1   And  by 
Uie  some  means?   The  defence  furnished  by 
patriotism  and  valor,  has  been  called  '^tbe 
cheap  defence  of  nations,"  and  bo  in  fact  it  is. 
A  brave  pec^e,  ^voted  to  th^r  country,  is  its 
cheapest,  as  well  as  its  surest,  defence.  Of  this 
defence,  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Government 
to  avidl  itself  to  any  degree.  It  may  have  as 
many  warriors  as  it  pleases  on  its  frontier.  It 
has  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land 
In  the  frontier  States  and  territories,  and  some 
hnndred  thousand  citizens  without  freeholds. 
Let  it  give  them  land;  let  it  give  them  an  in- 
terest in  their  country ;  a  home  for  their  wives 
and  tboir  little  ones ;  and  they  will  never  be 
found  without  a  horse  and  a  rifle ;  without  a 
willing  mind,  a  courageous  heart,  and  a  strong 
arm,  when  that  country  demands  their  service. 
Let  not  the  character  of  these  fieople  be  judged 
by  the  inftmons  British  poblications,  townich  too 
many  of  oar  statesmen  look  for  information  of 
their  own  country.  I  have  one  of  these  publica- 
tions, which  I  have  reserved  to  road  In  this  place, 
that  I  might  bear  witness,  on  this  elevated  thea- 
tre^ before  the  whole  American  Senate,  to  its  base 
•ad  libellous  character.  It  is  from  the  British 
Qaarterlr Beview, No. 61.  IJstentoit: 


"  We  affirm,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  or  of 
error,  that  there  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  £^e  of 
the  globe,  a  nee  of  men  bo  utterly  abandoned  to 
vice  and  to  crime,  so  devoid  of  all  fear  of  God,  and 
regard  towards  man,  as  the  outsettlera  of  Kentucky, 
Omo,  and  other  boclt  States." 

Now,  Ur,  President,  I  affirm,  without  fear 
of  error,  and  with  utter  contempt  for  all  contra* 
diction,  that  a  baser  libel  was  never  published, 
against  any  people,  than  this  which  I  have  read. 
It  has  been  exposed  by  one  who  knows  its 
fiddtVf  (Governor  Oass,  of  Kichwui,  in  thtt 
N(»rui  Amerioaa  Beview :)  and  I  add  my  voloe 
to  his,  and  from  personal  knowle^ca.  I  bavo 
known  the  people  of  the  frontier  States  firotn 
ray  boyhood — have  travelled  among  them,  and 
lived  among  them;  and  can  truly  say,  tha^  for 
all  the  mauly  virtues — ^for  integrity,  fair  deal- 
ing, courage,  generosity,  and  hospitality,  tbey 
are  proverbial  and  unrivalled.  The  benighted 
stranger  never  knocka  at  their  gate  in  viun : 
the  traveller  never  quits  their  house  hungry : 
locks  and  bars  are  not  necessary  for  the  securi- 
ty of  cribs  and  bams:  the  mail  needs  no  guard: 
the  solitaiy  ooarmed  traveller,  in  a  journey  of 
a  thousand  miles,  eigoya  a  safetj^  by  day  and  by 
night,  which  ho  would  look  for  in  vain  in  the 
streets  ttf  tiiat  capital  of  Great  Britain,  from 
which  issued  the  infamous  libel  which  I  here 
read  to  yon.  It  is  the  people  (rf  these  fitmtter 
States  to  whom  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the 
gloricsofthe  late  war.  Itistothemweareohief- 
ly  to  look  in  fatore  wars.  They  are  with  us 
''tiie  cheap  defence  of  the  nation."  And  shall 
they  not  have  an  inheritance  in  the  land  of  their 
fathers  t  Shall  they  not  have  a  home,  as  well  as 
a  grave,  in  the  land  which  tbey  defend?  Shall 
we  part  with  no  gronnd  but  for  gold  and  sUverf 
Shall  we  consider  money  more  valuable  than 
patriotism?  Shall  we  act  upon  the  principle 
which  I  have  heard  asserted  on  this  floor,  thai 
the  man  who  cannot  pay  $100  for  eighty  acres 
of  land  is  not  worth  having  for  a  citizen  t  Sir, 
I  know  better.  I  know  tiiat  an  inmunse  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants  of  new  countries 
never  see  the  day  when  they  are  masters  of  100 
silver  dollars,  to  be  paid  down  for  a  piece  of 
land.  Early  marriages,  the  cares  of  family, 
current  expenses  for  indispensable  objects,  acci- 
dents, misfortnnes,  and  losses,  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  such  a  sum — small  as  it  may  seem 
to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  handling  money, 
but  great,  in  fact,  to  him  who  gets  nothing  bat 
by  the  labor  of  bis  hands,  and  whose  first  earn- 
ings go  to  the  daily  support  of  his  wife  and  his 
children.  Poverty  is  not  always  the  effect  of 
vice  or  laziness.  Many  are  bom  poor,  and  re- 
main so;  many  are  bom  rich,  and  become  poor 
through,  mirfmnne ;  and,  to  all,  the  change  of 
condition  from  temmt  to  fiwholder,  is  the  most 
difficult  part  of  their  lives.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  that  change  for  them.  It 
can  do  it  for  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  be 
none  the  weaker  or  poorer,  but  richer  and 
stronger  on  acoonnt  of  it  Great  and  meri- 
torious are  the  services  of  thepow.  Tliey  are 
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Boldiett  in  the  time  of  war,  and  cultivators  both 
inwar  and  peace.  Their  daily  labor  is  the  p««D- 
source  of  food  to  man  and  beast  Daily 
do  they  moisten  the  earth  with  the  sweat  of 
their  brow.  Shfdl  that  sweat  continue  to  fall 
upon  ground  which  is  not  their  ownt  Bhall 
they  rem^  without  land  under  a  GoTemroent 
abounding  with  land }  Sball  they  be  compelled 
to  choose  between  the  bard  altematiTes  of  be- 
ing trespassers  or  tenants,  all  their  Kves  f  Shall 
they  see  forever  this  Federal  Government,  af- 
ter oonstitatiiig  itself  sole  pnrchaser  of  land 
from  Indiani,  resolre  itself  into  the  hard  char- 
acter of  apeculatOT  and  monopolizer,  and  make 
"merehandiBe"  out  of  God's  first  and  greatest 
gift  to  man ! 

The  cession  clause,  Mr.  Prendent,  to  whidi 
I  now  proceed,  is  the  fourth  and  lost  clause  in 
the  bill.  Its  nature  baa  been  explained.  The 
otber  clauses  being  adopted,  the  adoption  of 
this  one  would  seem  a  matter  of  course.  It 
could  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  up  offices 
in  the  old  districts,  to  sell  the  miserable  refose 
which  would  remuu  unsold  for  a  year,  after 
having  been  offered  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  The  expense  would  not  justify  it.  The 
only  qoeslion  would  be  between  giving  them 
up  to  the  States  for  beneficial  purposes,  or  suf- 
fering them  to  lie  idleforhnndredsof  years, 
under  the  barren  sceptre  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment  That,  with  me,  would  be  no  question  at 
nil.  The  States,  with  the  advantage  of  local 
knowledge,  and  near  saperintendeutw,  could 
make  them  av^able  in  promoting  education 
and  improving  the  country :  in  the  hands  of  the 
ITederal  Government,  they  would  be  a  harbor 
for  wild  beasts,  aftd  nuisances  to  the  country 
for  hundreds  of  years.  I  dwell  particularly, 
Ht.  President,  on  thid  idea.  These  refuse  lands 
are  the  sources  of  disease  and  death.  I  have 
in  my  hand  the  statement  of  an  officer  whose 
habitual  correctness  is  above  all  pnuse— a  gen- 
tleman who  hides  superior  merit  in  &  subordi- 
nate station— one  who  takes  puns  to  conceal 
more  science  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  can  show — I  speak  of  Col.  McRee, 
Surveyor  General  in  Missouri,  whose  report  up- 
on the  inundated  lands  of  Missouri  and  Illinois 
was  made  under  your  instructions,  and  printed 
'by  your  order — have,  I  say,  his  statement  in 
my  hand,  which  shows  1,096  ponds,  lakes,  and 
marshes  in  these  two  States,  on  an  area  of  four 
millions  of  acres,  or  the  one-twentieth  part  of 
their  snr&ce.  They  cover  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  The  most  of  them  belong  to 
the  Federal  Government  They  are  nuisances  to 
the  country,  and  nuisances  which  the  local  au- 
thorities have  not  the  means  to  abate.  They 
ore  the  source  of  rickness  and  deaUi  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitants;  even  to  those  who 
have  bouffht  land  from  the  owner  of  the  nui- 
sance. Many  such,  after  years  of  contention 
with  noxious  and  pestilential  air,  spending  their 
money,  and  l(wiDg  many  members  of  thdr  fam- 
ily in  tbi6  Ysin  ooofliot,  have  been  compelled  to 
move  away,  abandoning  tb^  poasesnons  with- 


out  rent  or  sale.  Sir,  I  consider  it  as  plain  hm- 
goage,  not  amounting  to  metaphorical,  to  eafl 
utese  1,096  ponds,  lakes,  swamps,  and  mai^e^ 
so  many  Federal  Garrisons,  manned  by  iiuw- 
merablo  and  InvisiMe  agents  of  deetructioa,  m 
the  shape  of  various  diseases,  for  the  extenni' 
nation  of  the  inhabitants.  Tbe«^erican  Bot- 
t<»n  is  the  chi^  seat  of  these  l,09fi  garrisons,  asd 
melancbolyis  the  bavoc  which  they  have  made 
upon  it  Who  has  not  heard  or  read  titbit 
incomparable  and  unrivalled  bottom,  called 
pi»«niDenc6,  Amerioanf  And  how  ftintud 
inadequate  is  the  eonoeption  which  any  descr^y- 
tion  can  give  to  thora  who  have  not  aeen  ist 
Figure  to  yonrself|  Mr.  President,  an  aUuTioa 
bottom,  ninety  miles  long,  and  averagiiv  fire 
miles  wide,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Mhsi!- 
ripi^,  fortified  on  the  other  by  a  lofty  rampart 
of  limestone  rock ;  divided  and  subdivided  ia  its 
whole  extent  into  woodland  and  prairie ;  th« 
wood  filled  with  vines  and  wild  fruit ;  the  pni- 
ries  covered  with  grass  and  flowers  ;  the  bdS 
rich,  like  the  Delta  of  tlie  Nile,  and  too  locee, 
too  light,  to  bold  the  streams  of  water  wfaich 
gnsh  from  the  rampart  of  rock,  or  fall  frtxn 
the  high  country  above,  and  which  are  swal- 
lowed up  in  their  vain  attempt  to  readi  tbt 
river ;  situated  under  the  temperate  latitede  of 
87  and  S8,  oppcsite  to  the  fiourishing  market 
town  of  St.  Louis,  and  within  four  days'  adlof 
New  Orleans :  figure  to  yourself  these  object^ 
and  you  then  have  an  outline  of  the  Americaa 
Bottom,  which  your  own  rich  imagination  may 
fill  up,  in  its  hq)pier  days,  with  fields  ahnost 
black  with  dark  green  com;  other  fields  yellow 
with  ripening  wheat,  barley,  rye,  and  oats,  re- 
fiecting  the  rays  of  a  brilliant  sun  fitma  tibeir 
level  golden  uniform,  and  waving  surface ;  or- 
chards loaded  with  young  fruit ;  vines  with 
grapes ;  vast  herds  of  cattle  wading  up  to  ^ir 
ndes  in  the  tall  prurie  gross ;  and  all  thb  in 
an  Mmoq)here  fingrant  •vi&  the  fivsh  pwfhnM 

innumerable  flowm  and  Uonoms. 
magnificent  bottom  was  the  first  abode  of  the 
French  in  the  valley  of  the  HisiMppi  Its  set- 
tlement, by  the  followers  of  La  Salle,  about  the 
year  1680,  was  coeval  with  the  Eettlement  of 
Philadelphia.  Before  the  peace  <tf  17tt3,vluch 
transferred  the  Oanadas  and  Illinois  to  the  Brit- 
ish Crown,  it  was  the  seat  of  a  nnmerons  pop- 
ulation, which  supplied  Hew  Orleans  with  pro- 
visions, and  sent  three  companies  of  militia  to 
assist  in  the  destruction  of  Braddock,  at  Fort 
Duquesne.  Easkaskia  was  then  a  rich  uid 
flourishing  town ;  Cahotia,  Prairie  do  Roeher, 
and  Prairie  de  Pont,  were  gay  and  stniUng  vil- 
lages; Fort  Chartrea,  with  its  numerous  and 
brilliant  garrison,  gave  security  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  imparted  life  and  animation  to  thdr 
innocent  joys.  But,  dnce  then,  how  changed! 
The  transfer      the  Illinois  to  Great  ^tain, 

give  the  first  blow  to  its  pro^eri^.  Fi»t 
bartres  lost  its  numerous  garristm.  Tbq 
Jesnits,  who  had  a  ooDege  at  Kactoiskia,  led  many 
of  th^  flock  to  the  Spanish  aide  of  the  river, 
and  fimnded  St.  Ionia  and  Ste.  Genevieve.  Tbt 
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esEpedition  of  General  Clark,  In  '78,  scared  off 
others ;  and,  to  crown  all  these  catues  of  emi- 
gration, come  the  ordiaance  of  1787,  for  the 
goTemment  of  tlie  Northwest  Territorr,  and 
for  tlie  exclusion  of  slaveir  from  it.  The  French 
are  attached,  Mr.  President,  to  their  slaves. 
Tbey  coll  them  by  kiud  and  gentle  appellationii, 
"moaami,"  "mon  er^fant,^^  "ma  ^lu^''^  axe  not 
Dofrequcnt  terms  of  address  to  their  "bond 
men  "  and  their  "  bond  women."   The  fear  of 
losing  this  species  of  property,  under  the  new 
ordinance,  gave  the  labt  impulsion  to  tlie  emi- 
grating spirit,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  re- 
maining slaveholders  lollowed  their  country- 
men across  the  Mississippi,  or  down  it  to  New 
OrJeana.   At  the  arriv^  of  tlie  Americans,  as 
'wa  were  called,  upon  the  acqni^tion  of  Louisi- 
ana ia  1604,  the  popalation  was  firand  to  be 
three-fonrths  sone;  and  at  Kaskaskia,  Fort 
Chartres,  and  toe  villages,  the  traveller  was  as- 
tonislied.it  the  sight  of  ruins  in  the  heart  of  Uie 
Kew  World.   But  the  bottom  had  too  many  at- 
tractions to  be  overlooked  by  emigrants.  Our 
people  began  to  settle  upou  it,  and  to  apply 
their  energies  to  its  cultivation ;  bnt  they  also 
have  been  compelled  to  remove.   The  pools  of 
water,  formed  by  refluent  currents  from  the 
river,  or  by  nUns  from  the  hills,  has  taken  pos- 
session of  the  low  parts,  and  formed  permanent 
lakes  by  the  deposit  of  the  tenacious  clayey  sed- 
iment which  come  from  the  oultivated  lands. 
The  i>opulation  was  too  weak  to  drain  them,  or 
to  fetkoe  ont  the  river  hj  levees,  at  the  low 
placea.   The  State  aat^orities  lacked  the  power 
or  the  means  to  do  it.  The  Federal  Government^ 
to  whom  all  these  nuisances  belonged,  like  an 
Iri^  landlord,  living  in  London,  was  ignorant 
of  thehr  existence.  The  vwj  water  which  forma 
these  lakes  and  ponds,  was  snpposed  by  it  to  be 
land,  and  is  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price 
of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  the  snperacial 
acre.   The  consequence  is,  that  the  American 
Bottom  is  leas  populous  now  than  it  was  at  the 
period  of  the  acquisition  of  Loaisiaua ;  less  so 
than  it  was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  years  ago, 
and  becoming  less  populous  every  year.  The 
stagnant  waters  encroach  upon  the  people,  and 
the  people  retire  from  before  them.  Xhefederal 
Goremment  owns  these  nuisances^  uid  will  ne- 
ther abate  them,  nor  contribute  its  proportion 
among  other  landholders,  to  have  th«n  abated. 
They  increase  in  size  and  number,  and  are  becom- 
ing the  lords  of  the  bottom :  but  If  the  cession 
clause  m  my  bill  should  take  effect,  the  clause 
which  I  ain  now  pressing  on  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  thU  sad  picture  may  soon  be  reversed. 
These  nuisances,  and  their  proximate  domain, 
"Would  change  owners,  and,  in  the  change,  they 
Would  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  them 
as  they  deserve.   They  would  soon  cease  to  l>e 
garrisonis  either  State  or  Federal,  metaphorical 
or  renl,  for  the  destruction  of  people  s  lives. 
Wise  laws  would  be  passed  by  the  State  Legia- 
Mtnre,  founded  in  local  knowledge,  adapted  to 
the  evil,  and  executed  by  persons  interrated  in 
snooeafc  Fonda^  lakee,  and  swamps  would 


disappear ;  their  pestilential  airs  would  vanish ; 
health  wonld  be  restored  to  the  American  Bot- 
tom ;  and,  with  it,  an  unalloyed  ei^yment  to 
the  planter  and  ftrmer  of  this  terrestnal  Parar- 
dise.  I  have  confined  what  I  have  to  say,  Mr. 
President,  upon  the  subject  of  these  nuisances, 
to  the  American  Bottom  alone,  not  because  it  is 
their  onl^  seat,  but  liecanse  I  wished  to  strike 
the  imagmation,  and  fix  the  attention  with  one 
eminent  example  of  this  evil,  which  would  do  for 
a  thousand  lesser  instances.  But  they  are  not 
limited  to  that  bottom.  These  nuisances  are 
found  in  ample  nnmi>er,  differing  in  magnitude, 
not  in  nature,  upon  the  margins  of  all  the  creeks 
and  rivers  in  all  the  States  and  Territories,  from 
the  Gulf  const  of  Loninana,  Alabama,  and  Flori- 
da, to  the  Lake  shores  of  Indiana  and  Michigan. 
They  extend  from  Detroit  to  Nev  <^kians. 
They  are  the  property  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  everywhere  diiej  are  sooroes  of 
disease.  Will  the  Federal  Goveminent  htAi 
on  to  them  fbrevo*?  Will  it  continue  to  wave 
its  barren  sceptre  over  pestilential  swamps  and 
marshes,  as  well  as  over  desert  prairies,  flin^ 
hilh^  and  sterile  ridges? 


TuxaDATf  Ai^  22, 

Graduatimiifth*  Fries  qfthe  PtAUe  Land*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bsmroir,  the  IhH  for  tlie 
graduaUon  of  the  price  of  Uie  FubUo  Lands  was 
taken  up ;  and,  the  qoestioa  behig  on  engrossing 
the  bill, 

Mr.  DiCEBBSoir  observed  that  he  should  con- 
sider himself  nnfiuthful  to  his  trust,  if  he  did 
not  to  the  last,  oppose  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion— which  be  considered  as  in  a  higher  degree 
tlian  any  bill  heretofore  broughtbeforeOongresa 
to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  undoubted 
rights,  to  destroy  the  confidence  that  ought  to 
But)sist  between  the  old  and  new  States — and  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  compact  by  which  they  - 
are  held  together. 

The  bill  applies  to  eighty  millions  of  acres ;  if 
they  bring  nothing  into  our  Treasury,  it  will  be 
foUy  to  expect  any  thing  from  the  residue  of  otur 
pnblio  lands,  llieee  landa  are  the  common 
stock  of  the  United  States.  Those  that  have 
been  ceded  by  certain  States,  have  been  ceded 
ezpresdy  as  a  common  stock.  Those  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  purchased  out  of  the 
common  fund.  Oar  public  lands  have  cost  us 
more  than  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
sides probably  on  equal  sum  iu  protecting  and 
defending  them.  And  are  we  now  about  to  re- 
linquish the  pecuniary  advautages  which  were 
anticipated  from  those  lands  which  we  have 
acquired  and  protected  at  such  immense  ex- 
iiense  ?  On  the  part  of  the  State  from  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  come,  I  can  never  assent  to 
this  arrangeraeot. 

New  Jersey  has  a  vested  right  to  a  share  of 
those  lands,  from  which  she  did  hope  to  obtain 
some  remuneration  for  her  heavy  losaes  and  ex- 
penses In  catrying  on  the  BevohiUuiary  mr. 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


582 


ABBIDOHENT  07  THS 


Skhatk.] 

Kew  Jem/  acqoired  no  crown  lands  within  her 
boundaries  bj  the  Revolotion.  She  never  own- 
ed any  part  of  her  soil,  except  by  purchase — 
never  taxed  the  lands  of  the  proprietors.  Bat 
the  gentleman  fvom  Indiana  says  there  has  been 
no  moment  when  New  Jersey  oould  not  tax 
these  lands.  She  has  the  power  to  tax  these 
lands,  but  it  cannot  be  dooe  with  strict  Justice, 
inasmaoh  aa  there  was  an  agreement  some  eighty 
or  one  faimdred  years  ago,  upon  c«lain  conces- 
sions as  to  the  sale  of  tbese  lands,  that  thej 
should  not  be  taxed.  A  sense  of  Justice  has 
prevented  any  attempt  at  taxation. 

New  Jersey  has  submitted  to  her  condition 
without  murmnrin^.  She  has  aaksA  bat  little, 
and  received  nothmg.  I  did,  by  instruction, 
ask  a  donation  of  lands  for  an  asylum  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  established  in  that  State.  The 
boon  was  asmall  one,  but  it  was  refased.  Since 
which,  I  have  voted  against  donations  of  lands, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so  till  some  equitable 
principle  shall  be  adopted  for  the  regolatioa  of 
each  donations. 

The  qn^ion  being  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill,  it  was  rejected,  by 

TuB.T— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Cobb, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnston  of  Loukdana,  Kane,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Noble,  Ridgety,  Rowui,  Buggies,  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  White,  WIIIiaiBS— 21. 

Xays. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
DraQch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Hajne, 
Knight,  McLane,  Uscod,  Marks,  Parria,  Bobbins, 
Seymour,  ^sbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Yan  Boran,  Webster,  WiUey, 
Woodbury— 25. 


Wednebdat,  April  23. 
Chadvation     the  Priu  qfthePubUe  Zanda, 

Hr.  Uaooit  add  that  he  conaidered  that  the 

anestion  was  never  taken  on  Uie  first  section  of 
lie  bill  to  gradaate  the  price  of  ^aUio  lands, 
disconnected  from  the  rest  of  the  bill.  He  was 
in  ftivor  the  first  section,  and  therefore  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
Tiew  of  sinking  out  all  but  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  add  he  thought  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  for  any  partionlar  pmposoi  was 
rather  novel. 

.   The  Chair  said,  that  the  motion  for  reconsid- 
eration ought  to  be  distinct 
The  mooon  was  then  laid  on  the  taUe. 


Fbidat,  April  25. 
Surtitort  JSevalutiM. 

On  motion  of  Vr.  Woodbcbt,  the  provid- 
iog  for  certain  SorviTing  Officers  ctf  the  Bevo- 
lutlon  was  taken  up. 

Vr.  SmTB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  said,  that 
when,  on  a  former  occa^on,  the  bill  had  been 
befbre  the  Senate,  it  had  expressed,  by  three 
several  votes,  on  different  anms  proposed,  its 
diaapprobatuon  ai  the  form  in  wmch  the  i«Sl 


was  then  presented.   He  had  understood,  M  1 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grant  the  j 
claim  then  advanced,  they  would  retire  and  not  ' 
ni^  their  claim  again.   It  was,  however,  nor 
brought  forward,  and  in  a  manner  which  rot- 
dered  it  far  more  objectionable  than  formerij. 
It  was  an  accession  to  the  penaon  system  d 
the  country,  and  he  believed  that  the  amount 
of  money  which  it  would  eventually  call  for, 
would  far  exceed  any  computation  that  the 
committee  had  made.   He  also  oljected  that 
some  of  the  officers  were  men  of  wealth,  and 
stated  that  he  knew  one  who  was  worth  $60,000. 

Hr.  BxBKiEK  considered  the  objections  of  th*  i 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  applied  rather  ! 
to  the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  than  to 
the  dium  itsell   Hr.  B.  did  not  reoollect  that 
any  pledge  was  given  that  the  claim  should  net 
be  further  urged ;  but  he  did  recollect,  that  one 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  declared  that  the 
officers  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  on  the 
pennon  list.   He  would  repeat  what  be  had 
smd  before:  that  he  had  arrived  at  a  oonvictioa 
that  these  officers  had  an  equitable  claim  on  ths 
Government;  and  he,  therefore,  was  disposed  to 
acqniesce  in  any  plan,  by  which  thej  should  n- 
ceive  it  in  a  form  not  revolting  to  their  ftct 
ings.   Ab  to  the  oljjections  of  the  gentlema 
from  South  Carolina,  that  these  officers  wen  j 
men  of  wealth,  he  would  ask  if  that  was  a  good  | 
reason  for  not  granting  the  claim  ?    He  stated 
that  some  of  them  had  larae  fortune    I  sboold 
be  happy,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  Know  that  theee  men 
who  have  served  their  conntry  so  faithfully, 
were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  com- 
petence.  But  it  was  not  so  general  as  to  have 
any  effect  on  the  large  mass  of  those  for  whom 
this  bill  provided.   In  reply  to  the  obJecti<Ni 
that  this  bill  would  swell  the  pension  list,  he 
would  rem»k,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  far  the 
payment  of  which  the  fiiith  of  the  Government 
was  pledged,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  dis- 
charged was  not  of  the  least  impMianoe.  Aa  to 
the  supposition  that  the  amount  of  pensioD 
would  exceed  the  calculations  of  the  committee, 
Hr.  B.  stated,  that  the  number  of  officers  was 
known,  and  the  (^prehensions  of  the  gentleman  * 
from  Soutli  Carohna  would  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  WooDBCBT  said  in  reply  to  the  ohjecti<as 
offered  by  Mr.  Surrn,  of  South  Carolina,  that.  : 
at  a  former  period  a  meeting  bad  been  called 
of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Kerolntion,  at 
Baltimore,  at  which  a  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence was  ^pointed,  to  correspond  with 
individmda  in  evenr  State  in  the  Union.  This 
correspondence  had  taken  place,  and  tnm  the 
data  ootsined,  the  number  of  those  officers  had 
been  fomid  to  be  about  two  hundred  and  tUr^- 
five — ^this,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  number 
of  officers  at  Uie  close  of  the  Kevolution,  aff<Hil- 
ed  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  number  could 
not  essentially  vary  from  this  estimate.  There 
could  be  no  large  error  in  this  compntatioo. 
As  to  any  pledge  having  been  given,  that  this 
didm  shwild  not  be  urged  again,  after  its  ^eje^  ' 
tion,  in  the  form  ori|pnaIly  proposed,  he  knew  , 
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nothing  tliat  could  be  so  construed,  with  the 
exception  of  a  remark  made  hy  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Bcren.)   He  had 
stated,  that  thej  would  withdraw  their  me- 
XDorial  if  the  0QI7  grant  that  could  be  obtained 
was  the  insertioa  of  their  namea  on  the  pension 
roll.    And,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
the  pride  oi  these  claimants  revolted  at  the  idea 
of  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners  as 
mere  paupers,  when  they  considered  that  tiiey 
liad  a  chum  on  the  Qovernment  under  a  prom- 
ise formerly  made  by  Congress.   Under  these 
oircamstaoces  a  plan  had  oeen  projected,  on  a 
further  meeting  of  the  committee — still  retain- 
ing the  ground  of  the  rights  of  these  memorial- 
ists, by  which  they  might  be  spared  fW>m  the 
degrading  necessity  of  talcing  en  oath  of  their 
poverty—an  act  which  womd  have  wounded 
their  feelings  to  no  useful  purpose;  and  the 
Senate  could  not,  he  thought,  refuse  this  slight 
token  of  regard  to  the  honorable  pride  of  these 
-veterans.  The  present  arrangement  wonld  re- 
quire a  stun  far  less  than  wonld  have  been  de- 
manded, bad  these  officers  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  from  the  commencement. 

Mr.  SHriH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  8hith,) 
seemed  to  fear  that  frauds  would  be  committ&d 
under  this  act;  and  that  unworthy  objects 
would  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But  this 
was  out  of  the  question,  as  no  individual  could 
be  embraced  by  this  measure,  who  had  not 
been  on  the  commntation  roll,  and  received  the 
commutation.  These  individuals  could  easily 
be  ascertained,  so  that  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
frauds  the  gentleman  seemed  to  apprehend. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  sud,  that  he 
bad  only  supposed  that  other  persons  voold 
come  in.  He  did  not  attribnte  fraud  to  any 
one. 

Mr.  SinTH,  of  Maryland,  continued.  It 
amounted  to  the  same  thing.   No  one  could 

S possibility  come  in,  but  those  for  whom 
)  provisions  of  the  bill  were  intended.  He 
thought  the  objection,  that  some  of  these  offi- 
cers were  rich,  had  no  application  to  the  bill. 
There  might  be  one  or  two  instances  of  the 
kind ;  but  what  had  they  to  do  with  the  a^e- 
gate?  As  far  as  his  knowledge  eitendedl  it 
was  not  the  case.  In  Maryland  he  knew  that 
the  officers  of  the  coaUnental  line  needed  the 
pulsion.  In  that  State  the  Cincinnati  met 
every  year,  and  at  those  meetings  the  death  of 
every  member  was  reported— this  -was  the 
eue  in  every  State  wh«e  there  were  CSndnnati. 
80  that  the  nnmbers  of  the  snrvivors  could 
easily  be  ascertained.  Where  there  were  none 
other  means  could  be  nsed  to  obtain  the  infor- 
maliott  required.  There  eonld  not,  therefore, 
be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  individuals 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  had 
stated  before,  that  the  computation  of  those 
who  had  been  in  the  army  uiree  years  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  had  been  correctly  made,  when 
the  pensioa  list  was  first  agitated  in  Congress. 
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There  was  no  difficulty  in  making  out  the  list— • 
but  the  commutation  was  destroyed  afterwards, 
by  introducmg  those  who  had  served  nine 
months. 

Mr.  CHAin>i.RR  Inquired  if  those  who  rec^ved 
the  commntation  were  the  only  class  for  whom 
this  bill  provided.  He  shonld  like  to  know  why 
those  who  served  three  years,  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  those  who  served  ^  yeara,  and  re* 
tired  previous  to  the  dose  of  the  war.  The 
former  lost  by  the  depredation  of  the  cnrreney, 
no  more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WooDBtTBY,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  offi- 
cers for  whom  this  bill  provided,  not  only  lost, 
in  common  with  all  the  other  officers,  the  de- 
preciation on  their  pay,  but  they  also  lost  the 
reduction  on  their  naif  pay.  It  was  so  with 
the  soldiers.  The  bill  applied  to  those  only 
who,  having  been  promised  a  bounty  of  eighty 
dollars,  lost  not  only  tiie  depreciation  npoo 
their  monthly  pqr,  but  the  depredatioii  on 
their  bounty. 

Mr.  Van  Bubeh  made  soine  remarks^  on 
nsing,  which  the  reporter  could  not  hear.  He 
thoaght  there  wonld  be  no  end  to  the  otjetn 
tions  which  tiiis  bill  was  doomed  to  meet.  It 
seemed  to  be  argued  that  there  was  an  impro- 
priety in  pressing  this  d^m  in  its  present  form. 
And,  on  tnis  head,  he  would  say  a  few  words. 
These  officers  found  their  daim  upon  the  com- 
mutation of  the  half  pay  for  life  which  Con- 
gress had  promised  them.  There  are  other 
considerations,  which  it  is  not  now  necessary 
to  ui^.  He  then  detailed  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  memorial  of  the  officers  had 
been  brought  forward,  but  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery. 
On  proposing  to  the  officers  the  acceptanoe  of 
a  place  on  the  pennon  list,  they  sidd  that  aQ 
woo  had  been  tuiTen  by  dire  neces^tr  ^  tiut 
resort,  were  there  already.  The  present  plan 
did  not  propose  to  give  what  they  or  uidr 
friends  considered  them  entitled  to ;  but,  it  af- 
foided  some  relief  to  their  necessities,  and  was 
an  approach  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt 
formed  under  the  most  imposing  drcnmstancea, 
and  to  the  payment  of  which,  the  memorialists 
were  entitled  by  the  highest  and  strongest  con- 
siderations. 

Mr.  Maooit  said,  that,  at  first,  this  claim  had 
been  put  forth  on  legal  grounds,  which  were 
miuntained  by  the  first  lawyers  in  the  Senate. 
Now,  that  ground  appeared  to  have  been 
abandoned,  and  he  supposed  the  claim  was 
founded  on  a  debt  (pwtitnde.  Even  grant- 
ing that  such  a  chdm  existed,  and  that,  at  any 
otJier  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  it — this 
certainly  was  not  the  ii^t  period  for  making 
any  such  grants.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  the  distresses  of  the  people  were  greater. 
In  his  part  of  the  country,  it  was  greater  than 
at  any  previous  period,  even  than  during  the 
war.  Money  was  never  scarcer  than  now. 
He  knew  we  could  borrow ;  but  we  had  not  it 
in  the  Treasury  to  spare.  Mr.  M.  also  nrged 
that  there  were  other  dasses  of  people,  who 
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Koffered  IVom  the  ravages  of  wai^  and  lost  all 
iheir  property.  On  these  groim^  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  bflL 

Hr.  Gbandleb  en>ressed  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  reply  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  had  given  to  his  inquiry.  When  the 
officers  who  had  served  six  years  retired,  they 
had  lost  on  their  pay.  Bnt  here  was  another 
olasB,  who,  after  having  served  a  shorter  period, 
and  received  five  years'  additional  pay,  with 
Bome  depreciation^  were  to  receive  foil  pay  for 
life.  He  thought  it  ui^ust  and  partial ;  and  it 
oonld  easily  be  perceived,  that  the  o£5cers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  mx  years,  would  complain. 
Therefore  while  we  are  abont  it,  w^  not  pro- 
vide for  the  whole  f 

Ur.  Habbisoh  sidd,  that  the  Mends  tff  Ihis 
VSR  were  assdied  on  all  sides,  and  in  the  most 
contrary  manner,  by  difilerent  opponents.  Some 
gentlemen  complain  that  the  bill  goes  too  fju-, 
while  others,  like  my  friend  from  Uuno,  re- 
proach ns  that  we  do  not  go  far  enongfa.  The 
provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  limited,  becaase 
we  do  not  think  that  there  are  other  classes  of 
officers  to  whom  the  country  owes  gratitude, 
who  served  a  shorter  period.  Bnt  it  was  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  claims  of  these  officers 
which  limited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather  unfair  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure 
should  be  assiuled  at  once  by  complaints  for 
doing  too  mncb,  and  for  doing  too  little.  The 
argument  so  onen  used  by  his  friend  trom 
Sonth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  BuTrn,)  that  the  Govern- 
ment ooold  not  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the 
dnmeiation  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  was  a 
nffident  reply  to  the  opposite  objection  of  the 

fentlemaa  mnn  Uaine.  It  had  been  well  said 
y  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  (Mr.  Ttlie,) 
on  a  former  day,  that  the  Exchequer  of  the 
worid  would  not  snpply  the  fhnds  to  defray  the 
losses  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Korth  Car- 
olina  has  alluded.  But,  when  that  gentleman  ' 
speaks  of  the  losses  of  other  classes,  and  the 
saoriflces  of  property  which  individnals  suffer- 
ed, would  he  compare  the  losses  of  these  men 
who  shed  their  blood,  and  risked  their  lives  in 
the  service,  to  losses  of  pn^eityf  Woold  he 
compare  the  blood  of  ui  oz  to  the  blood  split 
Vr  these  devoted  patriots  t  He  hoped  not 
Ihe  bill  provides  for  that  dass  of  men  who 
■offered  most,  and  who  received  a  pledge  which 
was  never  fulfilled. 

Mr.  WooDBi^BT  replied  to  the  questions  put 
by  Mr.  Maoon.  There  were  none  of  the  offi- 
cers provided  for  by  this  bill  who  had  not  serv- 
ed three  years.  He  was  very  frank  to  confess 
another  fact,  which  was,  that  it  had  been  as- 
certained that  the  officers  who  served  the  short- 
est period  were  those  who  now  resided  in  the 
Southern  States.  If  the  discrimination  was 
made,  it  would  be  In  favor  of  those  who  resided 
in  the  northern  States.  The  committee  had 
thought  that  all  ^ose  who  served  to  the  close 
ot  tlie  war  ought  to  be  provided  for,  withont 
making  distinctions  in  wror  of  tluM  who 
served  longer  than  others. 


Mr.  Habusoh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsyi 
on  the  qnesticHi  of  filling  the  blanks,  which  vas 

snstfuned.' 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  if  he  understood  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  bill,  it  was  to  give  the  foil 
pay  of  a  captain  for  life,  to  these  officers,  sad 
two  years'  pay  as  a  previous  gratnity.   I  (said 
Mr.  G.)  shall  vote  a^inst  it ;  and  I  wish  to  ex- 
plm  why  I  shall  do  so.   If  this  is  a  grant  made 
upon  the  ground  of  a  debt,  there  is  no  nmm 
why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  the  l^al  rq»- 
resentatives  of  those  who  have  died,  as  well  as 
to  the  survivors.  I  ask  whether  the  preeent  laQ 
does  not  deal  partially  I  Whatever  may  be  said 
by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  certainly  £d 
understand,  ihalt,  when  this  question  was  set- 
tled a  month  sfaice^  by  three  several  votes— ^ 
friends  of  the  bill  ^{offled  the  detenninstiaK 
of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of  penMoDs.  The 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  informed  us,  that 
they  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  upon  the 
pension  list.   Well,  sir,  it  is  now  said,  that  they 
are  to  receive  foil  pay  for  life — and  will  they 
say  that  this  is  not  accepting  of  a  penaonl 
that  this  is  not  an  extension  of  the  pension  sjt- 
tern?    They  mode  the  declaration  that  these 
gentlemen  were  above  accepting  a  pensiMi. 
But  now  we  find  these  high-mmded  modest  offi- 
cers of  the  Bevolution,  discovering  that  the  biQ 
can  ^ass  in  no  other  form,  not  averse  to  become 
pensioners.   The  features  of  this  bill  (said  Mr. 
C.)  appear  to  me  to  be  more  offensive  now  than 
formerly :  for,  if  any  thing  was  to  be  g^ven^  it 
ought  to  have  been  g^ven  as  a  donation.  The 
present  plan  extends  the  pension  principle  too 
far.   And  as  he  had  been  always,  ag^st  dela- 
tions, viewingthemashedid,  asunconstitntiona], 
he  hoped  the  Senate  would  be  inclined  to  con- 
sider this  matter  thoroughly,  before  they  con- 
sented to  carry  the  pension  list  of  the  country 
to  snch  an  enormous  extent.  He  had  perceived 
that  the  bill  had  been  skilAiUy  managed.  Its 
advocates  had  watched  the  proper  opportunity 
for  calling  it  up ;  and  had  been  peculiarly  care- 
ful that  the  Senate  should  be  fiiU,  when  it  came 
on  for  consideration.   They  had  called  it  op^ 
and  laid  it  down  again,  as  the  Senate  had  beat 
fall  or  emp^ ;  and  now  it  is  pressed  becaasa 
all  the  members  happen  to  be  present,  StiH. 
he  hoped  this  measure  wonld  not  be  pMed 
upon  without  deliberation.  He  thought  that 
this  subject  had  a  farther  scope  than  its  mere 
intrinsic  merits  would  indicate.   Be  thought 
that  tbe  Presid^Ual  question  was,  to  a  great 
extent,  made  to  depend  on  this  bill.  The 
friends  of  the  administration  advocate  it,  be- 
cause the  President  recommended  it  in  his  Mes- 
sage— and  the  members  of  the  opposition  are 
in  favor  of  it,  because,  should  they  oppose  it, 
their  conduct  wonld  be  the  ground  for  reproach 
from  their  opponents,  and  would  afford  an  ar- 
gument agdnst  them.  This  bill  was  the  most 
extravagant  feature  of  this  session,  which  wa^ 
by  far  uie  most  extravagant  Senate  in  which 
he  had  ever  served.  They  had  given  awv  im- 
mense tracts  (tf  land— they  had  given  awaj 
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Tast  sums  of  moner ;  and  they  had  enlarged  all 
tiiose  powers  which  were  considered  by  many, 
as  dangerous  and  nnconstitntioiiat  In  that 
part  of  Georgia  in  which  he  lived,  bat  little 
more  than  ht^f  crops  of  cotton  had  been  made 
in  the  last  year,  and  he  bad  seen  a  doctunent 
from  one  of  the  oommeraial  cities  of  tbe  sonth, 
by  wMch  it  woold  seem  that  the  exports  of 
cotton,  of  the  crop  of  1637,  would  be  from 
100,000  to  900,000  bales  less  than  those  of  the 
year  preceding.  Is  this  the  time  then  for  ez- 
trara^t  e^nditnref  Is  this  the  time  for 
ipendiDg  money  I  There  was  no  fear  that  these 
applicants  wonld  oome  npoa  the  poor  list. 
Tney  were  not  in  so  had  a  condition  as  many 
^oosands  of  those  who  fon^ht  with  them,  and 
performed  equally  meritonons  services;  but 
whose  diums  were  forgotten.  He  felt  bound 
to  Impose  this  bill  as  unjust,  inexpedient,  and 
a  wanton  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Foot  merely  rose  to  state  the  groands 
on  which  he  should  oppose  the  filling  of  the 
blank  as  proposed.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
oommittee  on  pensions — and  many  hard  cases 
had  come  before  them,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  go  back  in  granting  pennons — and  in 
one  instance  only  had  the  committee  consented 
to  go  book.  And  he  would  ask  whether  the 
Senate  would  adopt  a  principle,  which  bod 
never  been  acknowledged,  in  favor  of  these 
officers,  which  had  been  refused  in  many  in- 
stances where  individuals  were  poor  and  suf- 
fering ? 

Mr.  Harbison  rose  to  make  but  a  single  ob* 
servataon  -in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  If  there  was  a  scramble 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  as  that  gentleman 
intimated — if  the  m^ority  of  the  Senate  were 
in  &vor  of  the  tnll,  he  tiuraght  it  a  Mr  infer- 
enoe  that  tiiey  acted  tajm  a  Knowledge  of  the 
wishes  of  their  constitoents ;  it  was  a  fidr  con- 
clusion that  the  nu^ori^  of  the  pe(^le  were  in 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBsrER  said :  It  bad  not  been  my  pur- 
pose  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  this 
bilL  My  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  general  ob- 
ject, I  hope,  are  well  known,  and  I  had  intend- 
ed to  content  myself  with  a  steady  and  perse- 
Tering  vote  in  its  favor.  But,  when  the  mo- 
ment of  final  decision  has  come,  and  the  de- 
cision is  so  likely  to  be  nearly  equal,  I  feel  it  to 
be  a  duty  to  pu^  not  only  my  own  TOte,  bat 
my  own  earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  entreaties 
to  others,  Into  I3ie  doubts  scale. 

It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  that  the  persons  for 
whose  benefit  tins  bill  is  designed,  are,  in  some 
respects,  pectdiarly  nnfortunate.  They  are  com- 
pelled to  meet,  not  only  objections  to  the  prin- 
dple,  bnt,  whichever  way  they  torn  tiiera- 
selvM,  embarrassing  objections  also  to  details. 
One  friend  hesitates  at  this  provision,  and 
another  at  that;  while  those  who  are  not 
friends  at  all,  of  course,  oppose  every  thins  and 
propose  nothing.  When  it  was  contemplated, 
iieretc^n^  to  giTO  the  petitionocs  an  outright 
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sum,  in  satisfaction  of  their  claim,  then  the  ar- 
gument was,  among  other  things,  that  the 
Treasury  could  not  bear  go  heavy  a  draft  on 
its  means,  at  the  present  moment. 

The  plan  is,  accordingly,  changed — an  an- 
nuity is  proposed — and  then  tbe  objection 
changes  abo— and  it  is  now  said,  that  thb  is 
but  granting  penntm,  and  that  the  pendon  sys- 
tem nas  already  been  carried  too  far.  I  con- 
fess, sir,  I  felt  wounded, — deeply  hurt — at  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  firom  Georgia. 
So,  then,  said  he,  these  modest  and  high-mind- 
ed gentlemen  take  a  pension  at  last  I  How  is 
it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  generosity 
of  character,  and  general  kindness  of  feeling, 
can  indulge  in  such  a  tone  of  triumphant  irony 
towards  a  few  old,  gray-beaded,  poor,  and  bro- 
ken warriors  of  the  Revolution  I  There  is,  I 
know,  something  repulsive  and  opprobrious  in 
the  name  of  pension.  Bat,  God  forbid  that  I 
should  taunt  them  with  it  I  With  grief,  heart* 
felt  grief,  do  I  behold  the  neoesri^  which  leads 
these  veterans  to  accept  tiie  bounty  of  their 
country,  in  a  manner  not  the  most  agreeable  to 
their  feelings.  Worn  out  and  decrepid,  repre- 
sented before  us,  by  those,  their  former  broth- 
ers in  arms,  who  totter  along  our  lobbies,  or 
stand  leaning  on  their  cmtoies,  I,  for  one, 
would  most  gladly  •support  a  measure  which 
would  consult  at  once  their  services,  their 
years,  their  necessities,  and  the  delicacy  of  their 
sentiments.  I  would  gladly  give,  with  prompU- 
tude  and  gracc^  with  gratitude  and  delicacy, 
that  which  merit  has  earned,  and  nsoesnty  de- 
mauds. 

Sir,  what  are  Hke  ol^ecticaiB  which  are  urged 
against  this  bill  f  Let  us  look  at  them,  and  see 
if  they  be  real ;  let  us  weif^  tiiem,  to  know  if 
tbey  be  solid.  For,  sir,  we  are  not  acting  on 
a  slight  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do,  likely  to 
pass  miobserved  now,  or  to  be  forgotten  here- 
^r.  I  regard  the  oooadon  as  one  of  in- 
terest and  Ml  of  re^ndbility.  Those  indi- 
viduals, the  little  remnant  of  a  gallant  band, 
whose  days  of  youth  and  manhood  were  spent 
for  their  country,  in  the  toils  and  dangers  of 
the  field,  are  now  before  us,  poor  md  old,  inti- 
mating their  wants  with  relucttmt  delicacy, 
and  asking  succor  from  their  country,  with 
decorous  solicitude.  How  we  shall  treat  them, 
it  behooves  us  wdl  to  consider,  not  only  for 
their  sake,  but  for  onr  own  sake  also,  and  for 
the  sake  of  tiie  honor  of  the  ooontry.  What- 
ever we  do,  will  not  be  done  in  a  corner.  Our 
constituents  will  see  it— the  people  will  see  It 
— the  world  will  see  it. 

Let  ns  candidly  examine,  then,  tbe  objections 
which  have  been  raised  to  this  bill;  with  adis- 
position  to  yield  to  them,  if,  from  necessity,  we 
mnst;  but  to  overocone  them,  if,  in  fairness, 
we  can. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  we  onght  not 
to  pass  tliis  bul,  because  it  will  involve  us  in  a 
charpi  of  unknown  extent.  We  are  reminded 
that,  when  the  general  pension  law  for  Kcvo- 
lo^Hiaxr  soldiers  passed,  an  expense  waa  in- 
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cnrred,  far  bejond  what  had  been  Mmtem- 
phited ;  thot  the  estimate  of  Uie  nnmber  of  sur- 
TiTtn^  BevolntioDoiy  soldiers  proved  altogether 
fiillaciotis;  and  that,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
same  mistake  may  be  committed  now. 

Is  this  objection  well  founded  f  Let  me  saj, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  if  one  measure,  right  in 
itself^  has  gone  farther  than  it  was  intended  to 
be  carried,  for  want  of  accurate  proTisions,  and 
adequate  guards,  this  may  furnish  a  very  ^ood 
reason  for  supplying  such  guards  and  provisions, 
in  another  measure,  but  can  afford  no  ground 
at  all  for  rejecting  such  other  measure  alto- 
gether, if  it  be  in  itself  just  and  necessary. 
We  should  avail  ourselves  of  our  experience,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  correct  what  has  been  found 
amiss ;  and  not  draw  team  it  an  undistingnlab- 
ing  resolution  to  do  nothing,  merely  because  it 
haa  taught  us,  th^  in  something  which  we 
have  already  done^  we  have  acted  with  too  lit- 
tle eare.  In  the  next  place,  does  the  fact  bear 
oat  ibis  objection  ?  U  there  any  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  number  of  the  officers  who  will 
be  benefitM  by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the 
expense,  therefore,  which  It  will  create?  I 
think  there  is  none.  The  records  in  the  De- 
partment of  War  and  the  Treasury  ftimish  such 
evidence  as  that  there  is  no  dangej;  of  material 
mistake.  The  diligence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  facte  con- 
nected vrith  this  part  of  the  case,  so  fully  and 
minutely  before  the  Senate,  that  I  think  no  one 
con  feel  serious  doubt.  Indeed,  it  U  admitted 
b^  the  adversaries  of  the  bill,  that  this  objec- 
tion does  not  apply  here,  with  the  same  force, 
as  in  the  former  pension  law.  It  is  admitted 
that  there  is  a  greater  facility  in  this  case,  than 
in  that,  in  ascertaining  the  number  and  names 
those  who  will  be  entitled  to  rec^ve  that 
bounty. 

This  objection,  then,  is  not  founded  in  tme 
principle ;  and  if  it  were  it  is  not  sustained  by 
the  facts.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  yield  to  it, 
unless,  which  I  know  is  not  the  sentiment 
which  pervades  the  Senate,  feeling  that  the 
measure  ought  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not 
to  place  our  opposition  to  it  on  a  distinct  and 
visible  ground,  but  to  veil  it  under  vagne  and 
general  otfjections. 

In  the  second  place,  it  haa  been  objected, 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  will  be  unequal, 
because  alt  officers  of  the  same  rank  will  re- 
ceive equal  benefit  ft'om  it,  although  they  en- 
tered the  army  at  different  times,  and  were  of 
different  ages.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  ine- 
quality which  mtist  always  exist  in  every  gen- 
eral provision?  Is  it  possible  that  any  law 
can  descend  into  such  particulars? 

Woald  there  be  any  reason  why  it  shonld  do  so 
if  it  could  i  The  bill  is  intended  for  those,  who, 
being  in  the  army  in  October,  1780,  tlien  re- 
ceived a  solemn  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  on 
condition  that  they  would  continue  to  serve 
through  the  war.  The  ground  of  merit  is, 
that,  whatsoever  they  had  Joined  the  army, 
'being  thus  soUcited  by  their  country  to  remain  | 
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in  it,  they  at  once  went  for  the  whole ;  tfan 
fastened  their  fortunes  to  Ihe  standarda  Thka 
they  borCj  and  resdved  to  continue  their  mil- 
itary service  until  it  should  terminate,  either  is 
their  coontry's  success  or  their  own  deatlu. 
This  is  their  merit  and  their  gromid  of  cJaim. 
How  long  they  had  been  already  in  service  is 
immaterial  and  unimportant.  They  were  then 
in  service ;  the  salvation  of  their  coontry 
pended  on  their  continuing  in  that  eervio& 
Congress  saw  this  imperative  necesaty,  si^ 
earnestly  solicited  them  to  remain,  and  proift- 
ised  the  compensation.  They  saw  thamaeaiatj 
also,  and  they  yielded  to  it. 

But,  a^aln,  it  is  smd,  that  the  present  time  ia 
not  auspicious.  The  bill,  it  is  ui^ged,  should 
not  pass  iiow.  The  venerable  memba  tnon 
Norui  Oandina  aays,  as  I  understood  him,  tfait 
ho  woidd  be  almost  as  will^  ^at  the  bi& 
should  pass,  at  some  other  Bession,  as  be  dis- 
cussed at  this.  He  speaks  of  the  aistresses  of 
the  countpr,  at  the  present  moment,  aud  of 
another  biU,  now  in  the  8enat«,  having,  as  ha 
thinks,  the  effect  of  li^ng  new  taxes  npca  the 
people.  He  is  for  postponement.  But  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  with  entire  respect  for  the  hoiior> 
able  member,  that  this  is  one  of  the  oases  least 
of  all  fit  for  postponement. — It  is  not  a  measure, 
that,  if  omitted  this  year,  may  as  well  be  dtrne 
next.  Before  next  year  comes,  those  who  need 
the  relief  may  be  beyond  ite  reach.  To  poet- 
pone^  for  another  year,  an  annnlty  to  persona 
already  so  aged — an  annuity,  founded  on  the 
merits  of  services  which  were  renda«d  half  a 
century  ago ;  to  postpone,  for  another  whole 
year,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  pro- 
posing not  aggrandizement  but  support;  not 
emolument,  but  bread — is  a  mode  of  ^qiodng 
of  it,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 

But  it  is  argued,  in  the  next  place,  that  the 
bill  ought  not  to  pass,  because  those  who  have 
spoken  in  ite  favor  have  placed  it  on  different 
grounds.  They  have  not  agreed,  it  is  said, 
whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
right,  or  matter  of  gratuity,  or  bonn^.  Is 
tJiere  weight  in  this  objection?  If  some  think 
the  g^rant  oudit  to  be  made,  as  an  exercise  of 
judicious  ana  well-deserved  bounty,  does  U 
weaken  that  ^und  that  others  tliink  is  found- 
ed in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  T^aae  it 
without  maniKst  and  palpable  injustice?  Or 
is  it  strange,  that  those  who  feel  the  l^al  jus- 
tice of  the  claim  should  address  to  those  who 
do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a  different  char- 
acter, but  fit  to  have  weight,  and  which  they 
hope  may  have  weight  ?  Nothing  is  more  plain 
and  natural  than  the  course  which  this  ^plica- 
tion has  taken.  The  applicante  themsdves 
have  placed  it  on  the  ground  of  equity  and  law. 
They  advert  to  the  resolve  of  1780,  to  the  com- 
mutation of  1788,  aud  to  the  mode  of  fnnding 
the  certificates.  They  stand  on  their  contract. 
This  is  perfectly  natural.  On  that  basis,  they 
can  wield  the  argument  themselves.  Of  wh^ 
is  required  by  justice  and  equity,  they  may  rea- 
son, even  in  tbdr  own  case.  But,  when  the 
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application  is  placed  on  different  groands; 
when  personal  merit  is  to  be  urge^  as  the 
foundation  of  a  just  and  economi^  bonntj'; 
when  services  are  to  be  mentioned ;  privations 
recounted;  pains  enumerated;  and  wounds 
and  scars  counted;  the  discnssion  neoessarily 
devolves  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  we  have 
seen  from  these  officers,  in  the  Tarions  papers 
presented  bj  them,  it  cannot  bat  be  obvions  to 
every  one,  bow  little  is  said  of  personal  merit, 
and  how  exclnsivelj  thej  confine  themselves 
to  what  they  think  their  rights  under  the  con- 
tract 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity, 
which  appear  to  me  as  plun  as  the  sim,  are 
urged  by  the  memorialists  themselves,  with 
great  caution  and  much  qualification.  Tbey 
advance  their  claim  of  right  without  extrava- 
gance or  overstraining ;  and  they  submit  it  to 
the  nnimpassioned  sense  of  jnstice  of  the  Senate. 

ICr.  Foot  observed,  that  this  bill,  from  the 
commencement  of  its  discussion  at  an  early 
period  oi  the  session,  nntil  the  present  moment, 
nad  been  before  the  Senate,  nnder  peculiar  oir* 
comstanoes ;  and,  to  him,  extremely  embarrass- 
ing ;  held  ftst  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  strongly  fortified  agtunst  amendments, 
by  motions  merely  to  fill  the  blanks.  The 
original  bill  embraced  a  certain  portion  of  the 
officers  only,  to  whom  half  pay  for  life  had 
been  promised ;  but  on  their  own  application, 
this  half  pay  had  been  commuted  for  fnll  pay 
for  five  years ;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
United  States  were  nnder  a  legal  obligation  to 
make  fkirther  provision  for  these  ofiiccrs.  Hr. 
F.  sudhehad  voted  against  filling 'the  blank 
in  (he  original  bill,  with  every  sum  which  had 
been  proposed ;  and  should  have  voted  agi^t 
even  the  smallest  sum,  for  the  ezeln^veooiefit 
of  these  officers.  He  never  5ould  consent  to 
degrade  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
by  elevating  the  oflScera ;  they  were  not  mere 
mercenary  hirelings,  like  the  soldiers  of  ordi- 
nary standing  armies.  Many  of  these  soldiers 
were  of  the  best  blood  of  the  country — equal  to 
the  officers — and  fighting  side  by  side  for  their 
dearest  rights.  It  was  a  common  cause — and 
one  spirit  pervaded  the  whole.  The  officer  was 
most  fortunate ;  he  had  a  commission,  and  could 
at  any  time  resign  and  leave  the  army.  And, 
eir,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  the  half  pay,  and 
the  oommotation  for  five  years'  fall  pay.  Tlie 
■oldier  could  not  resign ;  he  could  not  compel 
Oon{p«M  to  increase  his  pay,  by  threats  to 
ndffi  and  disband  the  army.  These  officers 
were  as  well  paid  on  their  first  contract  for 
serrice  as  the  soldier — which  indeed  was  poor 
enough.  But  the  soldier  was  compelled  to 
serve  out  his  enlistment  upon  the  terms  of  his 
contract  How  is  the  case  with  the  officer! 
Was  not  half  pay  offered  for  life,  to  prevent 
rerignalion?  And  this  commuted,  at  their 
request,  for  five  years'  faR  pay,  amonnting  to 
twice  the  original  snm  contracted  for  tibeir 
services?  And  does  this  form  a  {^nd  for 
ttua  olum  fbr  additifmal  compensatioat  Ur. 
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F.  declared  that  he  never  should  vote  for  any 
additional  compensation  to  the  officers  ^one^ 
but  wonld  assure  the  churman  he  was  ready 
to  ^  with  him  in  making  any  suitable  pro- 
visions for  these  Revolntionary  heroes,  whidi 
would  do  equal  justice  to  the  soldier  u  well  as 
the  officer. 

ICr.  Shit^  of  South  Oarolina,  replied  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  Kr.  'Wbbstkb.  He  oon- 
sidered  that  these  clmms  could  not  be  estab- 
lished in  a  court  of  eipiity,  and  remarked  that 
the  panegyric  bestowed  by  the  gentleman  fhom 
Massachusetts  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  not  entirely  de- 
served, as  there  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  revolt  among  them,  which  nothing  but  the 
presence  and  influence  of  Washington  had 
overcome.  Besides,  he  maintained  that  the 
officers  could  not  better  themselves  by  any 
course  of  violence.  There  was  nothing  left  of 
which  they  could  possess  themselves,  the  ooan- 
try  having  been  ravaged,  and  the  property  of 
the  citizens  having  oeen  destroyed.  He  re- 
posed what  he  had  said  in  relation  to  an  in- 
dividoal  among  the  olumants  who  was  worth 
a  large  fortune. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  tiiere  were 
but  twelve  of  these  officers  who  were  reddents 
in  Maryland,  yet,  were  he  to  vote  against  this 
bill,  he  might  be  cert^  of  never  being  return- 
ed to  Congress  again.  His  constituents  were 
in  favor  of  it  They  were  desirous  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
grave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  country. 
There  might  be  one  gentleman  in  Sonth  Caro- 
lina who  was  possessed  of  a  fortune,  but  this 
was  no  reason  why  the  other  dumants  Aonld 
be  n^leoted,  nor  md  it  alter  the  jnstice  of  the 
claim.  There  was  not  me  of  these  offiem  who 
resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possessed  of 
pro^rty.  There  was,  formeriy,  one  rich  offi- 
cer m  Maryland,  who  had  lately  died.  Bat  he 
would  not  have  received  this  annnity,  had  he 
been  living.  I  say  this  annnity,  because  it  is 
not,  as  it  has  been  denominated,  a  pension. 

Mr.  WmxB  smd,  that  if  this  was  solely  an 
equitable  claim,  the  legal  representatives  of 
deceased  officers  had  an  equal  ri^t  to  clum 
the  provision,  as  the  enrviving  officers.  For 
this  reason  he  had  not  voted  agtunst  the  bill  in 
its  former  shape.  It  was  now  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  could  conscientiously  record 
his  vote  in  its  favor.  He  should,  therefore^ 
state,  as  concisely  as  posuble,  the  grounds  on 
which  his  vote  woold  oe  given.  He  consider- 
ed this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  in  consideration,  that 
a  promise  made  to  them  by  the  Government 
had  not  been  complied  with  as  far  as  was  in- 
tended. If  this  was  intended  as  a  gratuity 
it  did  not  extend  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  deceased.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in 
existence  the  men  who  have  rendered  these 
services  to  their  country.  I  see  them  in  want, 
and  I  cannot  refuse  to  snocor  tiiem.  They 
have  orafenced  benefits  np<m  the  couBtrjr,  i^oa- 
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which  we  cannot  place  too  high  an  estimate. 
Those  services  have  not  been  compensated 
accordioff  to  a  former  promise  of  the  Govern- 
ment This  compact  has  been  fiilfilled  in  form, 
but  not  in  sabstanoe.  Others  may  have  served 
the  eonntry  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal,  bat 
not  having  the  promise  which  tiiese  men  bad, 
their  claims  are  placed  on  other  and  weaker 
grounds.  Thoy  cannot  have  an  eqnal  claim 
with  these  officers.  I  bare  always  considered, 
said  Mr.  W.,  that  the  victories  achieved  by 
these  men  over  the  enemy  were  not  their 
greatest  victories.  The  greatest  of  their  tri- 
umphs was  that  which  they  achieved  over 
themselves,  their  wants,  and  interests,  when, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  they  delivered  np  their 
armSj  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life, 
trastiDg  in  the  justice  of  their  countrymen,  and 
ftally  Mlieving,  that,  when  the  time  arrived, 
Hmj  would  receive  the  compensation  pledged 
to  them  by  the  Goremment.  That  tune  has 
arrived,  we  are  now  able  to  render  this 
tribute  of  justice.  And  if  it  were  the  last  dol- 
lar in  the  Treasury,  I  would  give  it  for  this 
purpose.  This  opinion  is,  I  think,  founded  on 
principle.  It  may  be  said  that  I  am  actuated 
by  feeling ;  hut,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which  I 
think  I  ought  to  entertain.  As  to  any  other 
motives,  I  do  not  entertain  them.  I  came  here 
dressed  in  no  mon^s  livery ;  but  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  State,  to  act  according 
to  my  conscience  and  the  will  of  my  constitu- 
ents alone.  Any  imputation  to  the  contrary 
I  cannot  admit,  as  I  should  feel  myself  degraded 
by  allowing  myself  to  act  on  other  grounds ; 
and  I  should  think  it  beneath  me,  to  look 
upon  the  decisions  of  Senators  as  arising  f^om 
any  other  views. 

Mr.  Haoon  moved  to  lay  the  bill  npcni  the 
table,  which  was  negatived,  22  to  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  BtntEN,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  as 
nnendod. 


MoKDAT,  April  28. 
Adjoummmt  ^  Con^fM*. 

The  resolution  enbmitted  on  Fridi^  by  Mr. 
Jomnsori,  of  Kentucky,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  fix  upon  a  x>eriod 
at  whicli  Congress  shall  adjourn,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKiNLEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table ;  which  was  negatived — 22  to  13. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  meet  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House 
under  the  resolution  of  the  House  to  fix  the 
period  of  adjournment,  and  to  select  the  busi- 
ness to  be  acted  on ;  which  was  agreed  to — 
20  to  17. 

SunivoTt  ef  the  .BnwIuCum. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Bevolntion- 
ary  officers  and  soldiers  was  taken  np  agun ; 
and,  having  been  ftuther  amended,  on  motion 
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of  Mr.  'WooDBUBT,  the  <|nestion  oocorred  on 
striking  out',  and  insertmg  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  committee,  as  amended,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a  dividou. 

The  question  on  engrossii^  being  then  pat; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  beoi  ordered, 
tlie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fox  athbd 
reading,  by  the  followmg  vote : 

Yeas. — ^Hessrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benfaa, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chue,  DkskerMm,  Eliion,  Hn^ 
risen,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Eentodcy,  JohnstOD  af 
Louiaianft,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mans,  Parris,  Bob- 
bins, Rowan,  simfora,  Seymour,  BUsbee,  Ebmth  of 
UaryUnd,  Thomas,  Yan  Buren,  Webster,  White, 
WiUey,  Woodbury— 80. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  CSna* 
dler,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Heodrieks,  HcKinl^  Maeai^ 
Noble,  Ridgely,  Buggies,  gmith  ^  8.  C,  nxewe^ 
Tyler,  WilUams— 17. 


'VTunntaDAT,  April  SO. 

TifM  qf  Adjournment. 

Mr.  Bbrboeit,  fi*om  the  conmiittee  appointed 
to  join  a  committee  from  the  other  Moose  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  the  time  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses,  reported  the 
following  resolution : 

Raclved  bv  ih^  Senais  and  ffotttt  of  Hrpraenim- 
tivet  of  tha  United  StaUt  of  America  in  Oongreu 
aa»emUed,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Hotiso  of  Representatives  do  ad- 
journ their  re^yective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  S6th 
May  next. 

Cumberland  Soad, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabks,  the  bill  for  die 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cnmberiand 
road  (to  erect  tuAipike  gates  on  the  road)  was 
taken  up,  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JoHNsoK,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the 
bill,  and  read  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, enclosing  a  letter  ftom  a  mail  contractor, 
detailing  the  bad  state  of  reptur  of  some  sec- 
tions of  the  road. 

Mr.  Marks  argued  that  the  road  would  be 
ruined  if  sufferea  long  to  remain  in  its  present 
condition.  It  would  be  little  better  than  to 
allow  the  road  to  return  to  its  wilderness  state, 
to  neglect  repairing  it  through  another  winter 
like  the  last.  There  were  three  courses  that 
mifiht  be  taken.  The  United  States  could 
make  appropriations  for  tlic  repiur  of  the  ro^ ; 
they  could  erect  toll  gates ;  or  to  turn  over  the 
whole  matter  to  the  States  in  which  the  road 
lies.  If  the  latter  course  were  pursued,  there 
was  no  certainty  that  the  States  would  under- 
take to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  as  they  looked 
upon  the  road,  having  been  mode  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  a  work  of  a  nations! 
character,  and  Congress  as  bound  to  provide 
for  its  repairs.  The  question  brfore  the  Sraate 
was,  whether  Congress  should  allov  A  work 
which  had  cost  two  milUona  d  dollar^  to  ftU 
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Into  deoiqr  want  of  repi^,  or  would  take 
measares  to  perpetnate  the  benefits  of  the  road. 
It  was  tmcu  that  the  work  done  last  year  was 
bectoming  dilapidated  and  goin^  to  rain,  while 
theT"  were  going  on  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
"work.  There  was  no  gentleman  present,  he 
believed,  who  would  not  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  doing  somotliiag  to  prevent  the 
road  from  going  to  destruction.  He  knew  that 
it  bad  been  aivued  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  do  ti^is ;  but,  he  considered,  that,  as 
It  bad  been  decided  by  repeated  votes,  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  make  the  road,  it 
could  hardly  be  mdntaioed  that  Oongreea  had 
not  the  right  to  repair  it, 

Mr.  BslHon  ol^ected  tiiat  the  Senate  had  no 
power  to  ori^^note  a  bill  for  the  levying  of 
taxes. 

Mr.  Uaiocs  replied  that  it  was  not  the  de- 
sign  of  the  bill  to  bring  any  thing  into  the 
public  coffers,  as  all  the  money  collected  from 
tolls  would  be  expended  in  repturs  npon  the 
road. 

Kr.  Bbnton  objected  to  the  late  period  at 
which  this  bill  had  been  taken  up.  He  said 
bo  held  in  his  hand  a  set  of  resolutions,  which 
he  thought  would  meet  the  views  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow,  when  his 
resolutions  would  come  up  for  consideraUon. 

Mr.  Hahkbon  olfjected  to  the  resolutions, 
and  considered  that  the  tendency  of  their  in- 
teodootlon  wonid  be  to  retard  the  bill,  and 
probably  to  postpone  it  until  next  session. 

Kr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stud  he  wished  this 
bill  tried  on  its  merits ;  because,  if  it  was  re- 
jected, the  Senate  would  virtually  say  that 
they  would  vote  money  for  the  repair  of  the 
rood.  He  had  no  choice  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  object  was  effected.  One  way 
or  another  the  road  would  doubtless  be  re- 
paired, as  it  could  not  be  sapposed  that  they 
would  allow  all  the  expense  which  the  road 
bad  cost  to  be  lost  for  wont  of  reptur. 

Ur.  Maoon  thought  the  Senate  was  going 
rather  too  fast  He  rose  to  ask  the  President 
whether  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to 
fnme  an  act  uptm  a  bill  of  this  kind :  whether 
it  was  not  a  bill  which  ought  to  on^nate  in 
the  other  House  ! 

The  Chair  observed  that  it  was  a  question  of 
great  magnitude ;  he  should  be  desirous  of  re- 
ferring the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  Sen- 
ate. Whether  Ibo  Senate  had  the  power  to 
frame  such  a  bill,  under  the  constitution,  was 
a  point  of  some  doubt  and  much  importance. 

Kr.  Euro  doubted  whether  the  President 
was  competent  to  decide  the  question,  as  it  was 
a  coustitnttonal  pdnt,  end  not  a  question  of 
order. 

The  Vice  President  said  he  was  by  no  means 
covetous  of  tiie  duty  of  deciding. 

Mr.  HsHDRiOKB  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
bill  mtf^t  not  be  postponed,  and  that  it  might 
he  disposed  of  without  a  constitational  argn- 
nwnt.  The  oonstitutional  question  had  often 


been  decided  by  the  Senate,  and  be  thooght 
its  agitation  would  be  useless  now. 
'  The  President  Mid  he  would  be  governed  by 
the  Senate.  The  reason  why  tiie  Chair  had 
supposed  that  the  question  came  nnder  the 
rules  of  order,  was,  that  those  rules  had  regu- 
lated the  practice  of  the  body.  The  article  of 
the  constitution  to  which  it  referred,  establish- 
ed that  certiun  bills  could  not  be  framed  in  the 
Senate,  and  hence  the  Chair  woe  of  (pinion, 
that  a  question  as  to  the  power  given  in  this 
respect,  would  come  under  the  regulation  of 
the  hnsiness  of  the  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  bnt  such  was  his  impression. 

The  Vice  Pre^dent  again  rose,  and  stated 
that  the  question  presented  a  new  pi^t  of 
order.  It  appeared  to  him  fbi^  the  decidon 
would  not  turn  upon  the  constitnticmabty  of 
the  bill,  but  npon  the  practice  of  tbe  Senate. 
He  wished  the  Senators  to  condder  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  President  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  should  come  up,  as  it  presented  a  new 
point,  and  as  the  constitational  question  was 
one  of  great  magnitude,  he  would  submit  to  tiie 
Senate  whether  or  not  it  came  within  the  rules 
of  order. 


UoKDAT,  Hay  5. 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DioKKBsoir,  the  bill  to  in- 
crease tiie  duties  on  certain  imported  articles 
was  taken  up,  and  the  first  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Molanet. 

The  following  amendment  was  considered ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pabris,  the  question  was 
divided,  so  as  to  decide  first  on  striking  ont — 

Sec.  3,Une  SO.  Strike  oat  the  words  "ten  cents," 
and  insert  "  seven  cents  and  a  half,"  so  aa  to  read, 
"  on  molasses  seven  cents  and  a  half  per  gallon.*' 

lb.  Bobbins  q>oke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  duty  upon  molasses^  as  unnecessary, 
inexpedient,  and  oppressive,  an  odious  tax  npon 
a  necessary  article. 

Mr.  DioEEBSoN  defended  the  imposition  of 
the  dnty,  and  argued  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
production  of  the  article  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Bektos  advocated  the  dnty  on  molasses 
as  an  indirect  encouragement  to  the  landed,  or 
Canning  interest.  It  would  enable  the  distil- 
lers of  the  Western  country,  who  used  pains  to 
compete  with  those  in  the  Eastern  States, 
who  distilled  from  molasses.  Among  other 
remarks,  Mr.  B.  said  that  whiskey  was  the 
healthiest  liquor  that  was  drank,  as  men  were 
known  who  had  been  drunk  upon  it  for  forty 
or  fifty  years,  while  mm  finished  its  victims  in 
eight  or  ten. 

Mr.  OnANDLEB  said,  that  he  understood  the 
gentiemui  from  ADsaoori  that  a  man  might  be 


Digitized  by 


690 


ABRIDaMSNT  OF  THB 


Sex  Am] 

drnnk  ou  whiskey  for  forty  years.  This  waa 
the  reason  why  he  would  vote  against  the 
doty,  as  he  was  in  favor  of  that  liquor  which 
shoald  soonest  despatch  the  dmnkard. 

Hr.  Parris  expressed  himself  averse  to  the 
dnty  on  molasses,  which  he  looked  npon  as 
far  more  injurions  to  Maine,  than  it  could  be 
beuefi(^  to  Uissonri.  Hi,  P.  then  gaTe  wnne 
details  in  relodtni  to  the  trade  carried  on  by 
the  State  of  Hdne  witb  the  Vest  India  islands, 
and  contended  that  this  dnty  vonld  act  as  a 
death  blow  to  that  trade. 

ICr.  JoiiKsoK,  of  Kentucky,  defended  the 
measure,  as  extending  to  the  West  its  share  of 
protection.  Ue  did  not  consider  that  the  State 
of  Miune  would  suffer,  as  her  tonnage  would  he 
employed  in  carrying  the  molasses  of  Louisiana, 
instead  of  that  of  the  West  Indies.  If  the  hill 
was  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House, 
and  should  there  be  lost,  he  wislied  to  know 
who  would  assume  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  Pabbu  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Jonmoir. 
Be  ftlt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  reaponrilnUty  for 
haidng  earned  the  bill  to  be  lost  His  constitn- 
cntB  would  be  severely  b^wed  by  it.  Indeed, 
had  a  measure  been  fruned  for  iho  express 

SDfpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of  the 
tate  of  M^ne,  it  would  not  hare  been  more 
snocessful.  Aa  to  a  responMbilitr  of  any  other 
kind  to  which  the  gentlenian  might  allude,  he 
felt  no  anxiety.  He  munt^ed  that  Louisiana 
eoutd  not  supply  the  West  India  trade  in  the 
article  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market  for  the 
productions  of  Maine. 

The  qnestion  being  then  put  on  strildng  out, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 

VermiceUi. 

The  amendment  at  the  22d  line  of  the  Sd 
section,  to  insert  "  <m  Termiodli  00  per  coit- 
nm,"  being  next— 

yjc.  D10KKB8OS'  explained  this  pronontion. 
The  article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  oy  some 
it  might  be  supposed.  He  mentioned  tiie  fact 
of  a  mannfocturer  in  the  State  of  New  Jorsey, 
who  exported  large  quantities, 

Mr.  SnTB,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  wiU  not  even  let  us  have  our 
soap  in  peace.  That,  too,  must  be  taxed.  He 
will  think  of  taxing  the  air  we  breathe  next. 
This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  because  there  was 
a  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  aa  the  gentleman  said 
that  he  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  Bbnton  sdd  he  would  detids  the  Senate 
bat  a  minnte  and  a  half;  and  be  intmded  to 
tell  a  story  instead  of  making  a  ^leech.  When 
the  tariff  of  1834  was  onder  discassion  in  the 
other  House,  a  gentleman^  whom  he  did  not 
then  know,  but  whom  he  afterwards  learned 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  his 
seat,  and  asked  whether  there  were  not  caves 
in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom  salts  were  found. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  answered  donbtingly — and  the 
gentieman  said  he  had  at  home  a  small  roanu- 
oetoij  of  the  article^  and  he  argued  that  the 
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caves  in  Missouri  and  his  manufactory  en- 
titled the  article  to  be  protected.  When  the 
gentieman  from  New  Jersey  proposed  this 
duty,  because  there  happened  to  be  a  mans- 
faotory  of  vermicelli  in  New  Jersey,  his  (Mr. 
B.^s)  mind  recurred  to  this  drcnmstaoce,  and 
he  could  not  but  ask  whether  there  was  an' 
member  of  Congreas  interested  in  the  boa- 
nesst 

Mr.  DioKKBSoH'  assmred  Mr.  Bkbtoh  ibat  ao 
member  of  Cwigress  had  any  concern  in  As 
manofiBctory  of  which  he  had  makm. 

The  amendment  was  nijected,  18  to  2^ 


TuBSDAT,  May  6 

The  Thrif  SOL—Lead. 

The  bin  increasing  the  duties  on  certain  no- 
ported  articles  was  then  taken  np,  together 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Kake,  to 
lay  a  duty  on  lead  in  pigs,  bars,  or  ^bieeta,  three 
cents  per  pound ;  ou  leaden  diot,  foor  cents  per 
pound ;  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground 
in  oil,  nve  cents  per  pound ;  on  litharge,  and 
lead  mannfiotarea  into  pipes,  five  cents  per 
pound. 

Ur.  Eabx  explained  the  otject  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pakris  opposed  it,  and  made  some  state- 
ments relative  to  the  amount  of  the  import*- 
tioDB  of  the  articles  named. 

Mr.  BxxTON  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 
He  Bud  he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in 
1824  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted,  and 
was  in  fhvor  of  a  higher  duty  npon  lead  and  ita 
manufactures,  at  that  time,  but  was  prevented 
from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  by  the 
admonition,  often  repeated,  tliat  the  whole  Irill 
might  be  lost,  if  alterations  were  attempted. 
That  tariff  has  been  in  operation  four  yean, 
and  except  for  the  dnty  on  lead,  it  had  i»«ved 
itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Being  agun  under  revirion,  and 
heavy  duties  proposed  on  many  articles  con- 
sumed, but  not  manufactured  in  Missouri,  he 
conndered  it  due  to  tiiat  State,  and  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  further 
protection  for  one  of  their  principal  staples, 
the  article  of  lead ;  and  the  amendment  now 
under  consideration,  having  been  well  con- 
sidered by  himself  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kane,)  he  could  say  that  the  dnty  on  the 
crude  article,  uid  all  its  manufactures,  was 
a4j08ted  npon  a  fall  view  of  their  relative  eon- 
nection  and  dependence  on  each  otfao',  uid 
were  believed  to  be  fair  and  eqnal.  lie 
amendment  had  a  fhrther  recommendation  in 
including  litharge,  and  several  manufactares 
of  lead,  which  were  omitted  in  the  tariff  <ii 
1624,  and  left  open  a  door  to  various  evadoos 
of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  considered  lead  as  one  of  the  artides 
of  domestic  production  on  which  the  system  of 
protecting  duties  might  be  legitimately  carried 
to  the  prohilrftory  point  a^inst  its  foreign 
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rival.    It  was  an  article  of  prime  neceBsit7  in 
time  of  war,  absolntely  indispenfiable  to  our 
security  aad  indepeodeoce  as  a  nation,  tmd 
■oaoeptible  of  being  prodnced  at  home  to  the 
lull  extent  of  any  poanble  demand.  He  wonid 
not  repeat  what  evetybody  knev  about  the 
Tsrietyj  the  extent,  and  the  riehnesB  ctf  the  lead 
mines  m  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the 
Upper  Hississippi.    It  was  safficieot  to  say 
that  past  discoTeries  authorized  the  b^ef  that 
ixmnmerable  fresh  discoveries  may  be  made; 
that  the  supply  of  the  article  will  increase  in 
faU  proportion  to  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that 
the  ultimate  product  may  be  set  down  as 
boundless  and  inexhanstible.   This  being  the 
fact,  there  could  be  no  valid  objecUon  to  the 
absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article.  The 
amendment,  however,  does  not  go  that  length, 
bat  j^robably  may  operate  as  a  prohibitory 
Antj  in  the  lapse  of  some  years. 

Mr.  B.  aud  thi^  the  reasons  for  granting  this 
buareased  duty  on  lead,  were,  first,  to  secure 
to  the  UDited  States  an  ample,  certain,  and 
regular  supply  of  an  article,  indispensable  in 
time  of  war ;  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Hissonri  and  Illinois,  In  which  this  article 
abonnded,  to  meet  the  additional  burthens 
■which  this  new  tari£^  if  it  became  a  law,  would 
impose  upon  them.   Lead  furnishes  the  main 
part  of  these  means.   It  will  serve  for  remit- 
tances  in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton 
goods,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an 
augmented  price  from  Hew  England,  and  of 
course  we  ahould  have  augmented  means  of 
paying  for  them.   Our  orcunary  productions 
of  com,  wheat,  pork,  beef,  whiskey,  and  tobao- 
00,  would  be  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they 
eould  bear  the  expense  of  transportation,  as 
the  present  complamt  of  Kew  England  against 
old  England  is,  that  she  takes  no  provisions 
teom  her,  of  course  New  England  will  take 
none  of  these  articles  from  us,  and  we  must 
either  pay  for  her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver, 
which  we  must  get  from  the  South,  or  in  such 
articles  as  will  bear  transportation.   Lead  and 
•hot  are  among  the  few  articles  produced  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  which  will  b^r  transpor- 
tation to  New  England,  or  which  will  com- 
mand the  money  which  will  have  to  be  carried 
there;  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy  their 
woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  it  is  but  distributive  justice  that  they 
should  have  augmented  means  of  paying  for 
them.   With  this  view,  and  to  obtfdn  some- 
thing like  the  monopoly  of  the  American  mar- 
ket m  fumisfaing  it  with  lead,  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  (Mr.  Ka,kb)  and  himself  had  agreed 
upon  the  terms  of  the  amendment  now  nnder 
consideration.   It  specified  a  higher  duty  on 
lead  and  shot,  than  had  been  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  House  of  Kcpreeentatives.  That 
duty  was  only  fiO  per  cent  on  the  existing 
duty;  the  present  amendment  proposed  100 
per  cent.   It  might  be  thought  high ;  hut  he 
could  say  that  it  was  not  too  high  for  the 
benefit  <tt  Missouri  and  Blinds;  andif  r^eoted| 


there  would  be  nothing  in  the  bill  to  indaco 
him  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  min- 
eral district  in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a 
languishing  state.  The  Government  had  lately 
reserved  about  600,000  acres  <tf  land  there, 
from  sale,  making  a  desert  in  the  heart  of  the 
country ;  the  old  French  and  Spanish  cl^ms 
were  yet  unsetUed;  that  the  upper  strata  of 
mineral  was  much  exhausted,  and  the  lower 
could  not  be  got  at  without  much  expense,  and 
considerable  skill  in  mineralogy ;  that  many  of 
the  miners  had  gone  off  to  the  new  mines  on 
the  upper  Mississippi,  and  that  the  increased 
protection  which  toe  amendment  contemplated 
was  essential  to  the  extensive  revival  of  min- 
ing in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of  a  large 
district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  this 
amendment  ahould  be  adcmted,  and  if  a  InQ  for 
the  sale  of  the  reserved  Lead  mines  which  faa 
had  introduced,  and  passed  through  the  Senate 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  session,  Boonld  succeed 
in  getting  tnrongh  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, then  might  the  mineral  r^on  in  Mia- 
souri  become  the  centre  of  an  immense  attrac- 
tion, the  theatre  of  vast  enterprise,  the  seat  of 
unnumbered  manufactories,  the  focus  of  incred- 
ible wealth,  a  market  for  a  prodi^oos  con- 
sumption of  merchandise  and  provisions ;  and 
the  whole  country  can  be  made  to  rtyoice  in  the 
profusion  of  benefits  which  it  would  disburse 
around. 

Mr.  Rowan  sud  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposed  duty  upon  lead,  and  as  it  was  a 
'Western  product,  and  we  might  be  supposed, 
on  that  account,  to  be  inclined  to  support  it,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  give  some  of  the  reasons 
which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  boffied  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that 
he  was  inoividuolly  opposed  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. He  was  opposed  to  the  tariff  as  a  ^s- 
tem  of  bounties,  tor  the  encouragement  of  cer- 
tain classes  of  industry.  He  considered  the 
protection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of 
mdustry,  as  a  correspondent  depresdon  upon 
other  classes.  Its  professed  object  was  to  tax 
one  part  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
another.  Its  operation  is  to  impoverish  one 
class  of  laborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
another — or  rather  to  tex  tiie  laboring,  and 
more  especially  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community,  to  enrich  the  capitalists — to  in- 
crease the  poverty  of  those  already  poor,  to 
enbuioe  the  wealth  of  those  already  rich — as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of 
wealth,  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  which  is  in- 
compatible with  the  happiness  and  liberty  of 
the  many — as  a  system,  the  tendency  of  which, 
is  to  inflict  upon  the  people  of  this  country  the 
poverty,  wretehedness,  and  vassalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  Governments  less 
finvorable  to  liberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  tariff  as 
a  system  of  revenue,  honestiy  devoted  to  the 
objects  and  pumoses  of  revenue— on  the  con- 
truy,  he  was  friendly  to  a  tariff  of  that  ohsN 
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acter ;  bat  when  perverted  by  the  ambition  of 
political  aspirants,  and  the  secret  influence  of 
inordinate  onpiditj,  to  purposes  of  iudividnal, 
and  sectional  ascendency,  he  could  not  be  se- 
duced by  tbe  captivation  of  names,  or  terms, 
however  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  individa^ 
support. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  President,  said  he,  that  it 
is  called  the  American  System — names  do  not 
alter  things.  There  ia  but  one  American  sys- 
tem, and  that  is  delineated  In  the  State  and 
Federal  Gonstatotions.  It  is  the  system  of 
equal  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  rep- 
resentative principle — a  system  which,  instead 
of  subjecting  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  some 
to  taxation,  in  the  view  to  enrich  others,  se- 
cures to  aU  the  proceeds  of  their  labor — ex- 
empts ^1  from  taxation,  except  for  the  support 
of  the  protecting  power  of  the  Government 
As  a  tax  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  would  support  it — call  it  by  what 
name  yon  please — as  a  tax  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, and  e^eciidly  for  the  purposes  to  which 
he  had  alluded— it  had  his  individual  reproba- 
tion, under  whatever  name  it  might  assume. 

It  might,  he  observed,  be  inferred  from  what 
he  had  said,  that  he  would  vote  against  the 
bilL  He  did  not  wish  any  doubts  to  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  vote  he  diould  give  upon  this 
measure,  or  the  reasons  which  would  influence 
hun  to  give  it.  He  was  not  at  liberty,  he  said, 
to  substitute  his  individual  opinion  for  that  of 
his  State.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  organs 
here,  of  a  State,  that  had,  by  the  tariff  of  1824, 
been  chwned  to  the  car  of  the  Eastern  manu- 
facturers— a  State  that  had  been  from  that 
time,  and  was  now  groaning  under  the  pres- 
sure of  that  unequal  and  unjust  measure — a 
measure,  from  the  pressure  of  which,  owin^  to 
the  prevuling  illusion  throughout  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  hope  of  escape,  by  a  speedy 
return  to  correct  principles— and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  qrstem, 
she  is  constrained,  on  principles  of  self-defence, 
to  avail  herself  of  tho  mitigation  which  this 
bill  presents,  in  tho  duties  which  it  imposes 
upon  foreign  hemp,  spirits,  iron,  and  molasses. 
The  hemn,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  the 
"West,  will,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern 
States,  be  encouraged  to  the  extent  of  tlie  tax 
indirectly  imposed  by  this  bill,  upon  those  who 
shall  buy  and  consume  them.  Those  who  may 
need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  tho 
grower,  or  manufacturer  of  them,  an  increased 
price  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
the  like  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  fobric. 
To  this  tax  npon  tbe  labor  of  the  consumer,  his 
individual  opinion  was  opposed.  But,  as  the 
oi^an  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  surrender  his  individual  opinion^  and 
express  the  ophiion  of  his  State. 

If  upon  this,  or  any  other  subject,  he  should 
substitute  his  own,  for  the  well-known  will  of 
his  State,  he  should  feel  that  he  had  been  faith- 
less to  her  interests,  and  unfriendly  to  the  prin- 
dples  of  our  republican  institutiona.  He  had 
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no  doubt  but  the  people  of  the  State  which  be 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  him,  op- 
posed to  taxation  for  any  individual  or  pxrtid 
purpose— for  any  purpose  but  the  support  of 
the  Government  They  would  submit  to  and 
pay  any  tax  cheerfidly,  for  the  proteditHi  of 
all,  but  not  to  enrich  a  few.  Bnt  they  are  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  this  American  Sys- 
tem, as  it  is  falsely  called,  to  tbe  conditioD  ct 
the  planter  whose  farm,  fences,  and  houses,  are 
endangered  by  fire  from  the  forest  Tbtj^  like 
him,  must  fire  against  the  encroaching  fire. 
Tbe  exercise  of  vui  is  not  left  them— 4M7  an 
under  the  inflnoiee  of  a  dire  neoesnfy.  Ha 
must,  therefore,  as  their  humble  organ,  vote 
for  tbis  bill ;  and  would,  on  the  same  prind[^ 
vote  for  this  duty  on  lead,  if  he  could  do  H 
without  disparaging  his  Government  Tbe 
mines  of  lead,  with  the  exceptitm  of  a  few 
Spanish  grants,  which  he  had  been  told  were 
nearly  exhausted,  belonged  to  the  United 
States.  To  suppose  that  tbe  Government  to 
whose  strength  we  all  look  for  protectacHi,  so 
weak  as  to  need  protection  against  forcigB 
competition  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  tha 
vulgar  metal,  was  not,  he  thought,  very  re- 
spectful to  the  Government  He  mi^t  be  told 
that  the  Government  leases  ita  minesi  and  that 
the  lessees,  and  not  tiie  Government,  would  he 
benefited  by  this  duty.  His  reply  was,  that 
when  you  raise  the  price  of  lead,  yon  nisa 
rents.  This  would  be  inevitable.  Tlie  eom^ 
tition  between  the  lessees  would  necessarily 
produce  this  result ;  and  thus,  while  the  cmi- 
sumers  of  this  necessary  and  useful  article 
would  be  taxed,  the  manufacturer  of  it  would 
not  be  benefited.  The  tax  would  go  to  the 
Government,  and  not  to  them.  Tiie  western 
section  of  our  country  would  not  be  benefited. 
It  would  be  unjust;  for  the  tas  thus  levied 
upon  the  consumers  of  that  article,  would  be 
drawn  from  that  region  into  the  Treasury,  and 
like  all  tho  very  large  sums  whicbf  under  tbe 
tariff  of  1824,  and  under  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  have  been  drawn  from  that  ouarter, 
would  bo  laid  out  upon  the  seaboard.  Kot  in- 
tending, he  said,  to  take  any  put  in  the  ^scoa- 
sion  of  this  bUl,  ho  had  taken  this  occaaon  to 
intimate  the  course  he  should  pursue  upon  this 
measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  some  of 
the  reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced.  He 
bod  forborne  to  go  into  detail.  He  had  not 
attempted  to  depict  the  evils  which  had  been 
inflicted  upon  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
by  this  new  system — a  system  peculiar  to  aris- 
tocrats and  to  monarchists — ^kmds  of  Govern- 
ment to  which  it  naturally  led,  and  to  the  sap- 
port  of  which,  it  was  as  natural  and  necessaiy, 
as  it  was  alien  from  and  abhorred  by  republics. 
He  repeated  it  as  his  opimon,  that  bis  State 
was  driven  to  the  acceptance  of  this  bill,  wA 
as  a  good,  which  she  approved,  but  as  tbe  soft- 
ener of  an  evil,  from  which  she  cannot  escape, 
and  which,  without  the  mitigation  which  it 
tenders,  she  is  unable  to  bear. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
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The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Furs. 

Hr.  Bknton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj  a 
provirion  laying  a  duty  of  88^  per  oentam,  ad 
valorem^  onfiim, 

Hr.  DioKKBSON  opposed  the  motion. 

Ur.  Bentoit  entered  into  a  detail  of  Hie  ex- 
tent and  valne  of  the  Northwestern  fur  trade, 
and  the  necessity  nnder  which  the  far  traders 
labored  for  protection  from  British  competi- 
tion. 

Mr.  DiocBBSox  moved  to  aiqjsnd  the  amend- 
ment br  snbstitnting  45  per  cent  instead  of 
88i. 

Mr.  Benton  accepted  the  modification. 

Kr.  DioKERSoH  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  60  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  on 
foreign  mannfaotnred  fiir  bats.  He  observed 
that,  at  present,  fnrs  were  admitted  duty  free, 
and  there  was  a  duty  of  80  per  cent,  on  im- 
ported hats.  If  a  dnty  were  bid  on  fnrs,  and 
tJie  duty  on  hats  remained  the  same,  the  mann- 
ftctnrer  must  give  np  making  them. 

Hr.  Bbnton  asked  whether  there  was  not,  at 
present,  a  prohibitory  dnty  on  foreign  hats  { 

Hr.  DicKEBSON  said  that  great  nmnbers  were 
still  imported. 

The  motion  was  then  rejected,  15  to  24. 

On  Hr.  Beston's  amendment,  the  qoestion 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 


XtoAT,  H^  9. 

TU  Tarif  Bill— Indigo. 

"iSx.  BxsrroN  proposed  an  amendment,  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported 
Indigo,  with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate 
of  25  cents  per  ponnd  per  fttinqp^^  until  the 
whole  duty  amounted  to  $1  per  poond.  He 
stated  his  object  to  be  two-fold  in  proposing 
this  dnty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring 
a  home  supply  of  an  article  indispensable  to  its 
existence ;  and  next,  to  benefit  the  South  by 
reviving  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  andfflit 
and  valuable  staples. 

Indigo  was  first  planted  in  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia  about  the  year  1740,  and  succeeded  so 
well  as  to  command  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturers  and  the  British  Parliament. 
An  act  was  passed  for  the  encouragement  of 
its  production,  in  these  colonies,  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Seoond,  the  preamble  to  which  Hr. 
B.  read,  and  reconunended  to  the  oon^dera- 
tion  of  the  Senate.  It  recited  that  a  regalar, 
ample,  and  cert«n  supply  of  indigo  was  Indis- 
pensable to  the  success  of  British  manufac- 
tures ;  that  these  manufactures  were  then  de- 
pendent upon  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  this 
article ;  and  that  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  wise 
policy  to  encourage  the  production  of  it  at 
home.  The  act  then  went  on  to  direct  that  a 
premium  of  six  pence  sterling  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  British  Treasury  for  every  pound  of 
indigo  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the 
VouUL— 88 
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Oarolinas  and  Georgia.  Under  the  fostering 
influence  of  this  bounty,  s^d  Hr.  B.,  the  culti- 
vation of  indigo  became  great  and  extensive. 
In  six  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
export  was  217,000  lbs.,  and  at  the  brediing 
out  of  the  reyolutitm,  it  amounted  to  1,100,000 
lbs.  The  SonthOTn  oohmies  became  rich  upon 
it ;  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  then  un- 
known ;  rice  and  indigo  were  the  staples  of  the 
South.  After  the  revolution,  and  especially 
after  the  great  territorial  acqui»tions  which 
the  British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of 
American  indigo  declined.  The  premium  was 
no  longer  paid ;  and  the  British  Government, 
actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy  which  made 
them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
from  the .  Carolinas,  when  uiey  were  a  part  of 
the  British  possessions,  now  looked  to  India  for 
the  same  reason.  The  export  of  American  in- 
digo rapidly  declined.  In  1800  it  had  fallen  to 
400,000  lbs. ;  in  1814  to  40,000  lbs. ;  and  in 
the  last  few  years  to  6,000  or  6,000  lbs.  In  the 
mean  time  our  manufiac tones  were  growing 
np ;  and  having  no  supply  of  indigo  at  home, 
they  had  to  import  from  abroad.  In  1826  this 
importation  amounted  to  1,160,000  lbs.,  costing 
a  fraction  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
had  to  be  paid  for  almost  entirely  in  ready 
money,  as  it  was  ctiiefly  obtained  fVom  places 
where  American  produce  was  in  no  demand. 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  Hr.  B.  conceived  it  to 
be  the  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  British  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  George  II.,  and  provide  a  home 
supply  of  this  indispensable  article.  Oar  man- 
ufacturers now  paid  a  high  price  for  fine  indi- 
go,  no  less  Uian  $3  60  per  pound,  as  testified 
by  one  of  themaelvea  before  the  Committee  on 
Hannfiutores  nused  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives.  The  duty  which  he  proposed  was 
only  40  per  cent,  upon  that  value,  and  would 
not  even  reach  that  rate  for  four  years.  It  was 
less  than  one-half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill 
proposed  to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  cloth 
which  this  indigo  was  intended  to  dye.  In  the 
end  it  would  make  all  indigo  come  cheaper  to 
the  manufacturer,  as  the  home  supply  would 
soon  be  equal,  if  not  superior  to  the  demand ; 
and  in  tiie  mean  time,  it  could  not  be  consid- 
ered a  tax  on  the  manufacturer,  as  he  would 
levy  the  advance  which  he  had  to  pay,  with  a 
good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  the  cloth. 

Hr.  B.  then  went  faito  an  expoutiou  of  the 
reasons  for  encoTiraging  the  home  production 
of  indigo,  and  showed  that  the  life  of  the 
American  system  depended  upon  it.  Neither 
cotton  nor  woollen  manufactures  could  be  car- 
ried on  without  indigo.  The  consumption  of 
that  article  was  prodigious.  Even  now,  in  the 
infant  state  of  our  manufactories,  the  importa- 
tion was  worth  two  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
must  soon  be  worth  double  or  treble  that  sum. 
For  this  great  supply  of  an  indispensable  arti- 
cle, we  were  chiefly  indebted  to  the  jealous 
rival,  and  vigilant  enemy,  of  these  very  mann- 
iiiiotures,  to  Great  Britain  herseR    Of  the 
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1,100,000  lbs.  of  indigo  imported,  we  bring 
620,000  lbs.  from  the  British  East  Indies; 
vhich  one  word  fW>m  tha  British  Govemment 
irould  etop  forever ;  wo  bring  the  fiirther 
qoantity  of  120,000  lbs.  from  Manilla,  a  Span- 
uh  poRsession,  vhich  British  influence  and 
^plomacy  comd  immediately  stop;  and  the 
remainder  came  from  different  puts  of  Sonth 
America,  and  might  be  taken  from  us  bj  the 
arts  of  diplomacy,  or  by  a  monopoly  of  the 
whole  on  the  part  of  our  rival^  A  stoppage  of 
S  supply  of  indigo  for  one  year,  womd  pro»- 
trate  all  our  manufactories,  and  gire  them  a 
blow  from  which  they  would  not  recover  in 
many  years.  Great  Briton  could  effect  this 
stoppage  to  the  amount  of  three-fourths  of  the 
irhole  quantity,  by  speal^ing  a  single  word,  and 
of  the  remainder  by  a  slight  exertion  of  policy, 
or  the  expenditare  of  a  sum  sufiicieot  to  mo- 
nopolize for  one  year,  the  purchase  of  what 
South  America  sent  into  the  market. 

Ifr.  B.  Bud  he  expected  a  mianimooa  Tota  in 
&Tor  of  his  amendment.  The  North  should 
Tote  for  it  to  secure  the  life  of  the  American 
^stem ;  to  give  a  proof  of  their  regard  for  the 
South ;  to  show  that  the  country  sonth  of  tlie 
Potomac  is  incladed  in  the  bill  for  some  other 
pnrpoee  beudes  that  of  oppression.  The  Sonth 
Itself,  ^though  opposed  to  tlie  further  increase 
of  duties,  should  vote  for  this  duty ;  that  the 
bill,  if  it  passes,  may  contain  one  provision 
favorable  to  its  interests.  The  We^  should 
Tote  for  it  through  gratitude  for  fifty  years  of 
guardian  protection,  generous  defence,  and  kind 
•snstance,  which  the  Sonth  had  given  it  under 
all  its  trials ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  uilar^g 
tiie  market,  increanng  uie  demand  in  the 
South,  and  its  ability  to  porchase  the  horses, 
mnles,  and  provinons  which  the  West  can  sell 
liowfaere  else.  For  himself  he  had  personal 
reasons  for  wishing  to  do  this  little  justice  to 
the  South.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
States  (North  Carolina) — the  bones  of  his 
father  and  his  grandfathers  rested  there.  Her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  his  early 
and  his  hereditary  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Mr.  ^cov)  had  heen  the 
friend  of  him  and  his,  through  four  generations 
in  a  straight  line;  the  other  Senator  (iSr. 
BRANcn)  was  his  schoolfellow ;  the  '  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  always  showed  him  in  the  North 
Carolina  Delegation,  the  friends  of  him  and  his 
tibron^  SDCcessive  generations.  Nor  was  this 
all.  He  felt  for  the  and  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  tibe  Sonth  in  the  last  fifty  years. 
Before  the  revolution  it  was  the  seat  of  wealth 
■8  well  as  of  hospitality.  Honey,  and  all  that 
it  commanded,  abounded  there.  But  how 
now  ?   All  this  is  reversed. 

Wealth  has  fled  from  the  South,  and  settled 
in  the  regions  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this 
in  the  midst  of  the  fact  that  the  Sooth,  in  four 
staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  indi- 
go, (while  indigo  was  one  of  its  staples,)  had 
exported  prodnoe  since  the  rerdotioni  to  the 
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value  of  eight  hmidred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
tlie  North  had  exported  comparatively  nothing. 
This  sum  was  prodigious ;  it  was  neariy  equal 
to  half  the  coinage  of  the  mint  of  Ifexko 
since  the  conquest  by  Cortez.   it  was  twice  w 
thrice  the  amonnt  <j  the  product  of  the  three 
thousand  gold  and  rilver  u^nee  ^  Meaaco,  tor 
the  same  period  of  fifty  years.  Snch  an  e^iort 
wonld  inaicato  unparalleled  wesdth ;  hnt  what 
was  the  fact  ?   In  place  of  wealth,  a  nnivosal 
pressure  for  money  was  felt;  not  enot^  for 
current  expenses;  the  price  of  all  prope?^ 
down ;  the  country  drooping  and  langoishiiq:'; 
towns  and  cities  decaying ;  and  the  frugal  h^ 
its  of  the  people  pnslied  to  the  verge  of  uni- 
versal self-denial,  for  the  preservation  of  thdr 
family  estates.   Snch  a  result  is  a  strange  and 
wonderful  phenomenon.    It  calls  npon  states- 
men to  inquire  into  the  cause  ;  and  if  they  in- 
quire upon  the  theatre  of  ihis  strange  mets- 
morphosiSf  they  will  receiTe  one  tuiirersal  »• 
Bwer  from  all  ranks  and  all  ages,  that  it  is  Fed- 
eral le^slation  which  has  worked  tbia  rwat. 
Under  Uiis  l^islation  the  exports  of  the  Sootb 
have  been  made  the  ba^  of  the  Federal  rer- 
enuo.   The  twenty  odd  millions  annually  levied 
upon  imported  good^  are  deducted  out  of  tha 
price  of  their  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  either 
in  the  diminished  price  which  they  receive  for 
these  staples  in  foreign  ports,  or  in  the  in- 
creased price  which  they  pay  for  the  articles 
they  have  to  consume  at  home.    Vir;ginia,  the 
two  Carotinas,  and  Geoi^io,  may  be  said  to  de- 
fray three-fourths  of  the  annual  expense  of 
supporting  tho  Federal  Government;  and  of 
tills  great  sum  annoally  fiimished  bj  them, 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  is  returned  to  than 
in  the  shape  t>f  GoTemment  expenditnreL 
That  expenditnre  flows  in  an  oppoate  diice- 
tion;  it  flows  northwardly,  in  one  uniform, 
anintemipted  and  perennial  stream;  it  tiiue 
the  course  of  trade,  and  of  exchange ;  and  tlda 
is  the  reason  why  wealth  disappears  from  tibe 
South,  and  rises  np  in  the  North.  Federal 
legislation  does  all  this ;  it  does  it  by  the  sim- 
ple process  of  eternally  taking  away  from  tha 
Sonui,  and  returning  nothing  to  it.    If  it  re- 
turned to  the  South  tho  whole,  or  even  a  good 
part  of  what  it  exacted,  the  four  States  south 
of  the  Potomac  might  stand  the  action  of  Uiis 
system,  as  the  earth  is  enabled  to  stand  the 
exhausting  influence  of  the  sun's  iaily  beat  by 
tho  refreshing  dews  which  are  returned  to  it 
at  night ;  but  as  the  earth  ia  dried      and  all 
vegetation  destroyed  in  r^ons  where  the  best 
is  great,  and  no  dewa  returned,  so  mnst  the 
South  be  exhausted  of  its  money,  and  its  prop- 
erty, by  a  course  of  le^sliUion  which  is  foreva 
taking  from  it^  and  never  returning  any  thing 
to  it 

Every  new  tariff  increases  the  foroe  of  Uus 
action.  No  tariff  has  ever  yet  included  Vir- 
ginia, the  two  Carolinaa,  and  Georgia,  witliia 
its  provisions,  except  to  increase  the  burthens 
imposed  npon  them.  This  ona  alone  preeeats 
the,  (^^Kjrtunilgr  to  f<Hrm  on  exo^tioo,  by  le- 
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"▼iTiDg  and  reatorini;  the  cnltivation  of  one  of 
its  ancient  staples,  one  of  ttie  sources  of  its 
weal^  before  the  rarolntion.    Tlie  Tariff  of 
1838  owes  tbia  reparation  to  the  South,  be- 
cause the  Tariff  of  1816  contribnted  to  destroy 
tlie  CDltivation  of  indigo ;  sunk  the  duty  oa 
the  foragu  article,  from  tveaty-flve  to  fiheen 
cents  per  pound.   These  are  the  reasons  for 
imposing  the  duty  on  indigo,  now  proposed. 
"What  objections  can  possibly  be  raised  to  it? 
"Not  to  the  quality :  for  it  is  the  same  which 
laid  the  founaation  of  the  British  manufactures, 
and  sustained  their  reputation  fur  more  tbau 
half  a  century ;  not  to  the  quantity :  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  raised  as 
much  fifty  years  ago  as  we  now  import,  and  we 
Imre  now  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Alabania, 
and  Mis^adppi,  and  the  Territories  of  Florida 
and  Aricansas,  to  add  to  the  conntries  which 
produce  it;  not  to  the  amount  of  the  duty: 
for  its  maziuiam  will  be  but  forty  ^er  cent., 
only  one-half  the  duty  laid  by  this  bill  on  tlie 
cloth  it  is  to  dye,  and  that  maximum,  not  im- 
-  mediate,  but  attained  by  slow  degrees  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  in  order  to  give  time  for  tlie 
dome^itio  article  to  supply  the  place  of  the  im- 
ported ;  and  after  all,  it  is  not  a  duty  on  the 
in/iuufa^cturer,  but  on  the  wearer  of  the  goods ; 
from  whom  be  levies,  with  a  good  interest  on 
the  price  of  the  cloths,  all  that  he  expends  in 
the  purchase  of  materials.   For  once,  amd  Mr. 
B.,  I  expect  a  unanimous  Tote  on  a  clause  in 
the  tariff.  This  indigo  clause  must  have  the 
stngnlar  and  ani»ece£nted  &tQity  of  a  unani- 
mous voice  in  its  fiiror.   The  South  must  vote 
fbr  it,  to  revive  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its 
most  ancient  and  valuable  staples;  the  West 
must  vote  for  it  through  gratitude  for  past  fa- 
vors— through  gratitude  for  the  vote  on  hemp 
this  night — and  to  save,  enlai^e,  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions ;  the  North 
must  vote  for  it  to  show  their  disinterested- 
ness ;  to  give  one  proof  of  just  feeling  towards 
the  South ;  and,  above  all,  to  save  their  favor- 
ite American  system  from  the  deadly  blow 
which  Great  Britain  can  at  any  moment  give 
it,  by  stopping  or  intemipting  the  supplies  of 
foreign  indigo ;  and  the  whole  Union,  the  en- 
tire l^islotive  body,  must  vote  for  it,  and  vote 
for  it  with  Joy  ana  enthnsiasmf  beatnse  it  is 
tmposrible  that  Americans  can  deny  to  sister 
States  of  the  Confederacy,  what  a  British  king 
and  a  British  Parliament  granted  to  these  same 
States  when  they  were  colonies  and  dependen- 
des  (tf  the  Briti^  crown. 


Satubdat,  10. 

Ths  Tariff  BUI— Indigo. 

¥r.  DiCKKBsoN  moved  to  discharge  from  the 
special  orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  several  acts 
levying  duties  on  imports ;  which  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  general  orders  preceding  t^at  bill 
were  postpone,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Diokkbson, 
aad  it  was  taken  up.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Beh- 


[Sexatk. 

TOK,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
indigo,  and  26  emts  per  annum  afterward^ 
until  it  amounts  to  one  dollar  per  pound,  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Maoon  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech 
of  two  hours  in  length,  supporting  the  provision, 
and  treatiog  at  latge  of  the  general  policy  of 
the  bill,  and  its  operation  on  tlie  vanous  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  lie  contended  that  the 
benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the 
South  had  suffered  severely  under  its  influence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  divide  the 
question.  Ue  was  disposed  to  protect  the  arti- 
cle, and  he  wished  that  the  first  part  tsliould 
succeed.  Fifty  cents  per  pound  appeared  to 
him  to  be  quite  sufficient,  and  he  thought  tho 
amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  high  a 
rate  of  duty.  He  asked  that  ^he  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  first  ^rt ;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  DioKBRSON  said  tliat  the  proposition  now 
advanced  would  add  to  the  duty  26  cents  in 
one  year,  which  he  thought  far  too  rapid.  The 
article  was  not  now  produced  in  any  grei^ 
quantity — certainly  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  nor  would  it  be 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  was  entirely 
willing  that  the  article  should  receive  an  am- 
ple degree  of  protection.  In  doing  this,  how- 
ever, common  justice  would  point  out  tliat  it 
onght  not  to  be  done  so  as  to  ir^jure  the  manu- 
facturer. If  it  was  brought  on  suddenly,  in- 
jury most  be  snstuned  by  the  manufioctnring 
consumer,  which  would  not  be  felt  if  the 
progress  of  the  duty  was  gradual.  The  aver- 
age price  of  the  indigo  imported  was  one  dol- 
lar seventy-one  cents.  The  duties  now  pro- 
posed on  it  would  be  alMut  fifty-eight  per 
cent,  while  the  duty  proposed  on  worn  would 
be  fifty-one  per  cent. ;  making,  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial and  the  dye,  a  charge  disproportioned  to 
tho  protection  of  the  manufactured  article.  It 
was  true  that  the  ccdoring  matter  used  in  a 
yard  of  cloth  was  very  small,  but  it  would  be 
felt  very  sensibly.  The  additional  duty  on  the 
manufactured  article  was  only  forty-five  per 
cent.,  and  could  not,  consequently,  bear  any 
great  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  mate- 
rials of  their  fobrios.  [Here  Mr.  D.  made  some 
statements  as  to  the  amount  of  indigo  import- 
ed, which  our  Reporter  cannot  accurately 
state.]  Believing  that  the  manufacturers  could 
not  l>e8r  this  duty,  unless  a  correspondent  ad- 
vance should  be  mode  on  the  duty  on  doths, 
because  indigo  could  not  be  produced  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  at  present,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  fifty  cents  on  the  pound  would  be  as  much 
as  the  blue  cloths  could  bear.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking 
out,  and  inserting  five  cents,  until  it  omves  at 
fifty  cents,  instead  of  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Bbkton  said  that  it  appeared  by  the  evi- 
dence before  the  other  House,  that  the  first  dye 
used  by  the  roanufaotnrers  was  of  an  inferior 
description,  and  that  they  afterwa^  mode  use 
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of  a  fine  dje.  Three-fourths  of  the  iodieo  osed 
came  from  the  British  and  Spanish  East  Indies ; 
and  it  was  testified  that  the  fine  quality  cost 
abont  $2  60  per  pound.  That  from  Guatemala 
iras  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  cheaper;  taken 
together,  the  two  descriptions  of  indigo  im- 
ported amounted  to  a  fraction  less  than  one 
million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  ofi'ered 
"by  him  (Mr.  B.)  was  adopted,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  importing  the  inferior  kind, 
and  perhaps  not  to  a  great  extent,  the  best. 
Now,  the  rate  of  his  amendment  was  far  from 
being  exorbitant.  On  the  fine  indigo,  of  which 
the  greatest  amonnt  was  consume^  Uie  maxi- 
jaxaa  of  duty  was  forty  per  cent.  This  cer- 
tainly was  reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens was  seventy  per  cent.,  giving  thirty  per 
cent,  in  their  favor.  By  this  new  proposition 
the  duty  on  indigo  woiJd  become  twenty  per 
cent.,  just  half  the  additional  protection  en- 
joyed by  the  woollens  on  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  If  this  proposition  was  to  succeed,  it 
would  be  better  and  fairer  to  face  the  South  at 
once,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit 
and  no  protection  from  this  bill.  The  friends 
of  the  American  system  had  better  at  once  de- 
clare to  the  South  that  they  have  no  lot  or  por- 
tion under  that  system.  Better  g^ve  them  a 
direct  refusal  at  once,  that  they  may  under- 
stand  the  exact  extent  of  the  American  system, 
and  whether  it  indades  merely  that  portion  of 
the  Union  In  which  its  friends  are  interested. 

Mr.  Smrn,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  was  ex- 
traordinary that  this  proposition  should  be  op- 
posed, and  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  ob- 
jected to.  "We  are  to  do  nothing  which  shall 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and  iron,  and 
aid  no  other  interest  for  fear  it  will  conflict 
with  them.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I  told 
the  friends  of  the  tariff  system  in  1816,  that 
the  British  were  about  doing  the  same  thing, 
in  relation  to  their  woollen  manufacturers,  as 
was  proposed  by  this  system ;  and  that  it 
vould  be,  in  the  end,  mndi  worse  for  the  man- 
nfactnrer  than  it  then  was;  but  they  would 
not  believe  me.  I  was  not  mistaken,  however, 
and  it  was  easy  to  oome  at  the  foot.  We  got 
the  papers  frtna  England^  in  which  the  matter 
was  discussed.  Then  the  friends  of  the  system 
said  that  it  was  our  policy  to  oppose  and  com- 
pete with  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  now  seem 
that  the  same  doctrine  is  held,  for  they  are  not 
willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  articles  of  this 
country's  production.  He  objected  entirely  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  bill  was  got  up. 
Here  was  one  interest  opposing  another,  and  a 
measnre  proposed  which  he  did  not  think  could 
be  justly  arranged  by  Congress  in  current 
legislation.  Such  a  tariff  ought  to  come  from 
the  Treasury  Department  to  be  well  digested, 
and  provide  for  all  the  different  interests  with- 
out injuring  any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  quite  sat- 
isCoctory  to  some,  so  long  as  it  did  sn£Bcient  for 
tiie  woollens.  That  appeared  to  be  all  that 
was  wanted.  The  bOL  in  his  q)im(m,  had  not 
been  snfildoitly  oonaidered  as  to  its  conse- 
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Quences  on  the  country.  In  the  other  Honse  ^ 
should  have  been  inquired  into  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  HesK. 
I  see,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
Jersey  (Mr.  Diceebson)  smiles  significantly,  u 
much  as  to  ask  whether  I  suppose  he  wo«ld 
trust  the  bill  in  the  hands  of  its  enemiea 
This,  however,  is  my  opinion.  I  do  not  think 
that  woollens  alone  are  to  be  protected  at  tbe 
expense  of  other  important  articles. 

Mr.  Hatnb  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bOI 
in  its  principles  as  well  as  m  its  details.  It 
could  assume  no  shape  which  would  make  it 
acceptable  to  him,  or  which  conld  prevoit  it 
from  operating  most  oppresravely  and  unjostly 
on  his  constituents.  With  these  Tiewa,  be  had 
determine  to  make  no  motion  to  amend  the 
bill  in  any  respect  whatever ;  but  when  saA 
motions  were  made  by  others,  and  be  was  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  them,  he  knew  no  better  nte 
than  to  endeavor  to  make  the  bill  consistent 
with  itself.  On  this  principle  he  had  acted  is 
all  the  votes  he  had  given  on  this  bill.  He  had 
endeavored  to  carry  out  to  its  legitimate  conse-. 
quences  what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  tnisaQ 
the  "  American  System."  With  a  fixed  reso- 
lution to  vote  against  the  bill,  he  still  Qon^- 
ered  himself  at  liberty  to  assist  in  so  artanging 
the  detfdla,  as  to  extend  to  evny  great  interest, 
and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
may  be  practicable,  equal  protecticoi,  and  to 
distribnte  the  burthens  of  the  system  equally, 
in  order  that  its  benefits  as  well  as  its  evik  may 
be  fully  tested.  On  this  principle,  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  because  it  was  in  strict  coufonnitf 
with  all  the  principles  of  the  bilL  As  a  South- 
ern man,  he  would  ask  no  lK>on  for  the  Sooth 
— he  should  propose  nothing ;  but  he  must  say 
that  the  protection  of  indigo  rested  on  the 
same  principles  as  every  other  article  proposed 
to  be  protected  by  this  bill,  and  he  did  not  see 
how  gentlemen  could,  consistently  with  their 
maxims,  vote  against  it.  What  was  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  this  bill  was  prcrfSessedly  found- 
ed ?  If  there  was  any  prineifde  at  all  in  the 
bill,  it  was  that,  whenever  the  country  had  the 
capacity  to  produce  an  ar^e  with  which  any 
imported  article  conld  enter  into  corapetitiai, 
the  domestic  product  was  to  be  protected  by  a 
duty.  Now,  had  the  Southern  States  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  indigo!  The  soil  and  cfi- 
mate  of  those  States  were  well  soited  to  the 
culture  of  the  article.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution  oar  exports  of  the  article 
amounted  to  no  less  than  1,100,000  lbs.  The 
whole  quantity  now  imported  into  the  United 
States  is  only  1,160,000  lbs. ;  so  tiiat  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  produce  a  sufiicieut 
quantity  of  indigo  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
manufacturers  is  unquestionable.  It  is  true 
that  the  quantity  now  produced  in  the  coontry 
is  not  great. 

In  1818  only  700  lbs.  of  domestio  faidigo  waici^orted 
In  182S    9,»S5  do. 
In  182«    D,S89  do. 
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Thia  proves  that  the  attrition  of  the  country 
is  now  directed  to  the  snbject  The  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  some  remarks  which  he  made 
on  thia  subject  yesterday,  stated  that,  accord- 
ing  to  the  principles  of  the  American  system, 
(so  called,)  protection  was  not  extended  to  any 
article  which  the  ooantry  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  exporting.   This  is  entirely  a  mistake.  Of 
the  articles  protected  by  the  Tariff  of  1824,  as 
well  as  those  incladed  in  this  bUl,  Tery  few  are 
exported  at  all.   Among  these  are  iron,  wool- 
lens, hemp,  flax,  and  several  others.   If  indigo 
is  to  be  protected  at  all,  the  duties  proposed 
most  surely  be  considered  extremely  reason- 
able, the  maximum  proposed  being  much  below 
lliat  imposed  by  this  bill  on  wool,  woollens, 
and  other  artioles.    The  doty  on  Indigo  till 
1816,  was  35  cents  per  pound.  It  was  then  (in 
favor  of  the  manufacturers)  reduced  to  15 
cents.    The  first  increase  of  duty  proposed 
here,  is  only  to  put  hack  the  old  duty  of  25 
cents  per  pound,  equal  torn  ad  valorem  duty 
of  from  10  to  It  per  cent — and  the  nuudmnm 
is  only  from  40  to  68  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
that  will  not  accme  for  several  years  to  come. 
With  this  statement  of  facts,  Hr.  H.  said  he 
would  leave  the  question  in  the  hands  of  those 
gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  giving  this  bill 
the  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
final  decision  of  the  Senate.   He  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  taking  any  peculiar  interest 
in  this  question,  in  any  aspect  but  this :  that  he 
wished  uis  oottstitaents  bo  be  made  to  under- 
stand whether  the  American  ^stem  means  a 
system  for  the  exclusive  boiefit  of  particnlar 
employments,  and  particnlar  States,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  carried  oat  to  embrace  every  branch 
of  industry  in  the  country — whether  the 
manufacturers  were  the  only  dass  in  the 
conntry  who  an  to  eqjoy  the  protecticai  of  this 
^stem. 

Kr.  EmoHT  sud  that  this  was  an  additional 
tax  on  the  manafactm^r,  withoutas  he  con- 
ceived, any  benefit  to  anybody.  We  have  no 
evidence  that  the  article  is  produced,  or  will  be 
produced,  in  any  quantity  fit  for  use  in. this 
country — ^that  bo  onerons  were  the  duties  al- 
ready on  the  materials  used  in  coloring  that 
the  British  manufacturer,  with  whom  we  had 
to  compete,  was  enabled  to  pnt  his  colored 
goods  Into  the  market  at  12  mills  less  per 
aqoare  yard  than  the  American  nannfaotnrer 
can  do ;  in  other  words,  that  the  duties  paid 
by  the  American  manufacturer  on  materials  for 
coloring  amounted  to  12  mills  the  square  yard 
more  than  they  cost  the  British  mannfactnrer. 

Hr.  DioKSBSON  did  nofi  doubt  the  capacity  of 
the  Southern  country  to  prodooe  all  the  indigo 
requbed  for  the  consumption  of  the  count^. 
It  was  a  valuable  article,  and  its  production 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  a  reasonable  extent ; 
bat  it  conld  not  be  carried  beyond  that  with- 
out injuring  the  manufacturers.  The  reason 
why  uie  culture  of  indigo  had  not  received 
gr«tter  attention,  was,  he  believed,  beouise  the 
capital  of  the  South  had  been  turned  to  oot- 
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ton ;  and  that  being  now  the  direction  of  the 
coital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  ^i%flt 
amount  would  be  immediately  turned  to  mdi- 
go,  and,  therefore,  tiiat  the  high  duty  would  be 
a  hardship  to  the  manufacturer,  without  a  cor- 
respondent benefit  to  the  agriculturist.  He  be- 
lieved that,  for  some  years,  the  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries 
whence  the  indigo  was  brought,  to  raising  large 
crops  of  the  latter.  He  hoped  it  would  in  a 
few  years  be  produced,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it 
would;  and,  as  the  production  progressed,  it 
would  be  right  to  extend  the  duty  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  npm 
indiga 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ifaryland,  stud  that  he  did  not 
know  but  the  proposition  tras  a  f^  one — as 
Me  as  oooM  be  expected  from  the  quarter 
whence  it  came.  But  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Hissonri  was  to  create  a  sudden  ex- 
citement, by  which  the  agriculturist  would  be 
indaced  to  go  at  once  into  the  production  of 
indigo,  BO  that,  in  a  few  years,  no  indigo  would 
be  imported.  At  present  we  get  our  indigo 
chiefly  from  Bengal.  And  it  was  interesting 
to  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  every 
pound  that  is  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  tt 
can  be  purchased  in  no  other  way.  "We  can- 
not find,  in  retam,  a  consumption  of  our  pro- 
duce, which  is  an  additional  conuderation  in 
favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  prodnct. 
Some  time  next  year  the  Bengal  ships  wonld 
be  on  their  return,  and,  in  the  mean  time^  the 
efliact  of  the  excitement  wMch  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  would  have 
given  in  favor  of  its  culture,  would  have  oper- 
ated to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  five  years 
you  will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
mg  the  article  at  all.  Mr.  8.  moved  to  divide 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on 
striking  out ;  which,  the  question  being  taken, 
was  decided  as  follows : — Yeas  23,  nays  23. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Ctuur  voted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DiCKEBSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  *'  one  dollar,"  and  in- 
serting "  fi^y  cents,"  making  the  increase  of 
du^  proposed  by  Mr.  Bentoh,  atop  at  the  lat- 
ter amonnt 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose, 
which  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Mesars. 
KiKo,  Vas  BuKKir,  Dioebbson,  WsBsra^ 
Maoon,  Habbisoh,  Woodbdbt,  Bukoh,  and 
Chandus. 

The  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a 
donbtM  one  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Manual, 
whether,  after  having  refused  to  strike  out  a 
portion  of  a  bill,  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck 
out  was  amendable,  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Chair,  and  the  question  being  pot, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DiOKERsoH  then  renewed  Us  motion. 

Mr.  Wkbsikb  said,  in  relation  to  the  duty 
proposed  on  indigo,  that  he  considered  36 
cents  per  annum  too  suddoi  an  augmentation, 
ami  (oie  wUob,  he  thought,  iwdd  outrun  the 
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production.  He  should  think  five  cents  per 
annum  a  reajtooable  increase,  and  accordingly 
moved  to  strike  out  20,  so  as  to  make  the  in- 
crease of  duty  S  cents  per  annum ;  which  was 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  IIarbisov  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, bj  inserting  10  cents  for  the  first  year,  6 
cents  for,  the  second  year,  and  10  cents  for  each 
Bucces?>ive  year,  until  the  duty  shall  amount  to 
fifty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Be»ton  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  as 
there  were  three  or  four  members  absent  irom 
their  seats. 

Mr.  CnANDLSR  opposed  it  on  the  sronnd  that 
it  had  never  been  practised  in  toe  Senate; 
which  statement  was  corroborated  by  the  Cluur. 

The  motion  was  waived. 

Mr.  DiCKBRsoN  said,  although  he  was  willing 
to  allow  the  gruduol  increase  of  the  duty  to  60 
cents  per  pound,  yet  the  amendment  was  not 
what  lie  designed.  The  advance  for  the  first 
year  was  too  great,  as  ten  cents  on  the  quan- 
tity imported  next  year  would  be  more  than 
1120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any 
indigo  would  be  produced  in  one  year,  although 
it  might  in  two  or  three  years.  Yet,  although 
no  good  would  at  once  be  experienced  by  the 
agriculturist,  the  duty  falls  on  the  manufactur- 
ers immediately.  For  this  reason  be  should 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

ft'BBSTEB  said,  that  his  difficnlty,  in  re- 
lation to  this  proposition,  was  only  want  of 
information.  It  nad  been  introdoccd  lost 
night,  at  a  late  hour,  and  no  time  hod  been 
aflurdcd  fur  examination  as  to  the  quantity 
produced,  or  as  to  the  quality  of  the  domestic 
article.  As  to  the  Bengal  indigo,  on  the  way 
to  this  country,  this  duty  will  have  the  effect 
to  raise  its  price  in  the  market,  at  once.  Lit- 
tle benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  planter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr,  liENTON  said  he  was  astonished  to  find 
the  Representatives  of  sister  States  refasine  to 
tiiree  States  a  protection  which  was  granted  by 
a  monarch :  for  a  bounty  had  been  given  by 
Great  Britain  when  we  were  her  colonies,  on 
this  article.  The  gentleman  from  Kew  Jersey 
was  now  endeavoring  to  shift  his  ground, 
which  was  always  a  most  dangerous  attempt. 

To  change  one's  front — whether  in  military 
or  in  legislative  manoenvrea,  was  always  more 
or  less  dan^rons.  But  it  now  comes  out. 
The  article  is  found  now,  not  to  he  of  suffi- 
ciently good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
We  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought 
from  the  British  East  Indies  and  Manilla,  equally 
under  the  infinenoe  of  Qreat  Britain.  So  that 
it  now  appears  that  this  same  system,  in  relar 
tion  to  which  we  were  formerly  told  that  it 
was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  is  dependent  on 
that  country ;  this  very  Great  Britain,  which 
we  have  been  told  d«  dU  in  diem,  most  be  op- 
posed by  the  American  system,  is  to  have  the 
preference,  in  the  produotiou  of  indigo,  to  our 
own  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Hassaohtisetta  shows 


OS,  by  this,  that  the  American  system  d^>eDdi 

on  the  British  GrOTemment  for  its  existence.  I 
say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  fair  inference.  For  I 
have  proof  which  is  better  than  the  opiniois 
of  gentlemen,  however  high  their  station^  but 
who  do  not  happen  to  be  indigo  dyers,  lhai 
this  article  can  be  produced  in  perfection  k 
this  country.  I  have  the  authority  of  lai^pt 
dyers  for  this  assertion.  Bat  do  we  want  b^ 
ter  proof  of  this,  than  &at  the  boonty  w«i 
^ven  by  the  British  Government  on  Americsn 
mdi^  and  that  the  British  factoriea  were  btdit 
up  on  American  indigo  before  tbe  rerolntioBl 
The  export,  at  tbe  commencMneiit  of  the  war, 
into  England,  was  about  the  same  as  tbe  in- 
port  into  this  country  now.    If  the  presoA 

Slan  is  adopted,  at  the  end  of  4  or  6  years,  the 
uty  will  be  20  per  cent.  It  is  contemptible-^ 
it  is  an  insult  to  the  South.  It  shows  them 
that  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  of  tbe 
system  far  below  the  rate  of  protection  wLicb 
is  extended  to  the  manufacturer.  They  are  to 
be  allowed  20  per  cent,  on  the  article  in  five 
years,  while  the  cloths  of  New  England  an 
placed  at  70  per  cent  instanter.  Through  a 
variety  of  questions  tliis  motion  had  been  SdL- 
lowed  up.  Even  in  the  agonies  of  death  it  was 
hunted  down  by  the  friends  of  the  Anoericaa 
system.  And  now  we  ore  t<dd  ^t  it  will  oe> 
cur  too  soon— that  it  must  be  d^eired  to  a 
later  period.  This,  then,  is  the  Amerkan  sys- 
tem, extending  to  but  one  or  tw:o  interests,  and 
leaving  others  untouched.  I  expressed  a  hope 
last  night  that  the  friends  of  the  tariff  biD 
would  give  the  only  proof  to  the  South  in  their 
power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  the 
American  system.  It  seems,  however,  tl.^ 
this  paltry  boon  is  to  be  refused.  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  spare  their  strength,  as  I  have  motirau 
yet  behind  that  will  require  all  their  energtt^ 
It  seems  to  me  unconscionable  that  the  mann- 
facturers  should  desire  to  grasp  the  whole  70 

Ser  cent,  upon  their  productions,  and  refiiKe  to 
0  a  little  for  the  agricultural  commmii^. 
Now  I  ask,  whether  tiie  friends  of  the  Ameri- 
can system  do  not,  by  their  decinon  upon  this 
moti<Hi,  show  d^uiy  that  it  depends  upcm 
Great  Britain  for  its  existence  T  It  is  the  inevi- 
table conclusion,  from  their  own  arguments. 
They  have  their  choice  of  the  horns  of  the 
dilemnia — and  they  have  chosen  this.  Tiie 
American  system  then  depends  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  she  will  doubtless  cheri^  it  with 
kindness  and  afi'ection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  adopting  tbe 
amendment  as  amended,  it  was  dedued  in  the 
negative. 

Sir.  DioKEBSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  duty  of 
6  cents  ^r  annum  on  the  pound  of  indigo,  un- 
til it  arnves  to  50  cents ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmatiTa, 

ErKNura  Sassioar. 
The  motioa  oflbred  bylCr.  Baata,  of  Uvy* 


Tim  ThrifSilL 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESa 


69d 


idAT,  1828.] 

land,  to  la/  on  additicmal  dnt j  of  five  oents  od 
cordage,  was  disoiused  by  HesBn.  Wibstis, 
DioEBBsoN,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  that  it  seemed  at  first  that 
the  doty  on  hemp  would  be  of  no  importaiioe 
to  the  agrionllarist,  because  it  conld  not  be 
produced  in  thUoonntry.  Bat  now  it  appeared 
to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  swell  the  price 
of  hemp  itself^  and  rail  for  a  daty  on  cordage. 
He  should  vote  agtunst  the  motioa. 

Mr.  Webbtkb  obsenred,  that  the  ffcntleman 
supposed  that  this  duty  would  not  add  a  single 
blaae  to  the  product  of  the  domestic  article. 
Yet,  it  will  increase  the  price  of  manufactured 
heinp.  And  the  question  is,  whether  you  will 
parchaae  the  fiireiga  mannfiKtured  article,  or 
that  manufactured  in  tlm  country.  Does  be 
not  see,  that,  if  we  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  raw 
hemp,  it  will  be  a  bounty  on  the  foreign  manu- 
factured article,  unless  that  is  taxed  also? 
Does  he  not  see,  that,  if  we  intend  to  keep  the 
manufacture  of  hemp  alive  in  this  country,  we 
must  lay  a  duty  on  the  foreign  manufiMitured 
article  f  He  merely  rose  to  make  this  state- 
ment, because  he  thought  the  genUeman  under 
a  mis^preheiidon  of  the  intemtion  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Pabbu  said,  that  the  argnment  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbbbtbb) 
is  correct,  and  ought  to  have  ita  weight,  unless 
tUs  article  be  already  protected.  To  show 
-whether  that  ia  the  case,  a  statemmt  of  a  few 
facts  only  would  be  necessary.  The  existing 
duty  on  oordage  is  |8d  60  per  ton.  The  duty 
contemplated  by  the  bill  on  imported  hemp, 
will  be  |60  per  ton,  when  it  shall  have  arrived 
at  its  ultimatum;  thus  giving  the  domestic 
manufkctared  article  an  advantage  of  nearly 
$30  per  ton  over  the  same  article  of  foreign 
manufacture.  This  would  seem  to  be  sufficient 
protection.  If  gentlemen  think  so,  they  will 
negative  the  amendment  Only  one  other  fact 
need  be  stated.  There  is  not,  now,  nor  has 
there  been  for  years,  a  pound  of  foreign  cord- 
age used  on  American  tonnage.  It  ia  imported 
only  for  exportation  as  an  article  of  trade. 
During  the  last  year,  the  importation  of  this 
artide  exceeded  1,500,000  pounds ;  the  princi- 
pal part  of  which  waa  from  Bus^  and  of 
ooQFM  enemnbered  with  the  aame  expense  for 
freight,  insurance,  &o.,  as  the  unmanufactured 
hemp.  The  exportation  of  cordage,  fbr  draw- 
bsck,  during  the  same  year,  somewhat  exceeded 
that  quantity,  principally  to  Cnba,  Brazil,  and 
Chili.  Hr,  P.  said,  as  be  was  opposed  to  the 
increased  duty  on  hemp,  he  should  uniformly 
TOte  against  any  additional  doty  on  manufac- 
tures from  that  article. 

Mr.  Rowan  said  he  rose  to  acknowledge  that 
be  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  amendment.  He  was  convinced, 
from  the  statement  of  tlie  gentieman  from 
Ifossaohusetta,  that  the  efltet  of  the  duty  on 
cordage  would  be  beneficial  to  the  hemp'<grow- 
log  interest  tiiis  country,  and,  as  lie  waa 
always  readj  to  adnut  any  erroneoiu  fn^ree* 
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rion,  he  should  now  consider  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amendment. 
The  motion  was  r^ected. 

£aw  Wool 

Mr.  Bbntoit  moved  a  pn^presrive  duty  on 
wool  on  the  skin,  to  make  it  entirely  prohibito- 
ry in  four  years. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Bbnton,  Dioebbson,  Cbaitdlbb,  and 
Habrisoh  participated. 

Mr.  SuTH,  of  South  Oarolina,  s^d  that  he 
did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  show 
that  it  waa  idle  to  go  on  with  the  debate  at 
present.  IVIthin  the  last  thirty-four  hours  tiie 
Soiate  had  been  in  seflnon  twenty  hours,  which 
had  been  entirely  employed  in  the  discus^on  ot 
the  tariff  bill— the  strikings  out,  and  the  put- 
tings in.  Such  continued  labor  might  do  for 
others,  but  he  had  neither  the  nerves  nor  the 
lungs  to  go  farther  in  this  fatiguing  business. 
He  considered  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
human  frame.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WooDBVBT  moved  that  the  hour  of 
a^oomment  be  noted  on  the  journal;  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  n^.  The  question  wai 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  afflnnative. 


UomuT,  May  13. 

7U  Tariff  £iU.—}iau)  Wool 
The  bin  altering  the  acts  impo«ng  dnties  on 
.mporta,  was  agiun  taken  up ;  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Benton,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
raw  wool,  by  gradual  advances,  so  as  to  go 
into  effect  in  tiie  year  1882,  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  question  waa  put,  and  decided 
in  the  ne^Ettive. 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  projMMed  to  amend,  by 
inserting  a  provision,  laymg  a  duty  of  ten  per 
centum  per  annum  on  wool  unmanufactured, 
until  it  shall  amount  to  60  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  5  per  centum  afterwards,  until  it 
amounts  to  70  per  cent 

This  motion  was  briefly  discussed  by  Me»rs, 
Benton,  Smith  of  Md.,  Hatnb,  and  Dicker- 
bon;  when  the  question  was  taken,  it  was 
negatived. 

Jfolamt, 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  a  doty  of  six  centa 
per  gallon,  in  addition  to  the  doty  of  ten  cents 
m  the  bill,  be  laid  on  imported  molasses,  to 
take  effect  on  the  80th  day  of  June,  1830,  so 
aa  to  make  the  whole  doty  on  that  article 
amount  to  rizteen  cents  per  gallon  after  that 
time.  This  proposition  ne  supported  in  a 
speech  pf  C4»)siaerable  length,  in  which  he 
went  back  to  the  first  proposition  under  the 
Federal  Qovemment  to  impose  a  duty  on 
molasses;  and  showed  that  it  was  then  con- 
sidered as  a  duty  on  sugar.  This  st^ment 
he  oonfinned  by  a  recurrence  to  the  first 
tariff  of  1790,  reported  by  a  Committee  of  the 
HooM  of  Be^eeentatiTee,  of  which  Mr.  Madi- 
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Bon  Tas  Chairman,  in  which  brown  sugar  was 
datied  at  one  cent  per  pomid,  and  molasses  at 
eight  cents  per  gallon ;  and  the  twodaties  held 
to  be  eqnal,  as  a  gallon  of  molasses  was  admitted 
to  be  equal  in  weight,  and  superior  in  saccha- 
Tine  matter,  to  eight  pounds  of  brown  sugar. 

Both  were  treiOed  as  duties  upon  su^ar ;  one 
in  its  grantilarj,  and  the  other  in  its  fluid 
8tat« ;  and  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  sus- 
tained that  idea,  and  voted  the  two  duties  as 
reported.  But  in.  the  Senate  this  eqnali^  was 
altered,  npon  the  earnest  representation  of  the 
Kew  f^gland  members,  that  molasses  was  used 
priocipally  for  distillation,  and  not  as  ft  substi- 
tnde  for  sugar  in  that  section  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  duty  was  reduced,  onder  this  belief, 
from  eight  to  two  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon. 
.  Since  that  time  tiiis  idea  has  prer^ed ;  and  in 
tiie  enactment  of  subsequent  tarifi^  molasses 
has  nearly  escaped  all  duty,  while  brown  sugar 
has  twice  been  subjected  to  an  advance  of  duty, 
acid  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  its  original  amount.  The  tariff, 
now  in  force,  levies  three  cents  a  pound  on . 
brown  sugar,  and  only  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
molasses ;  the  tariff  now  under  consideration 
proposes  an  advance  of  only  five  cents  a  gallon 
on  molasses;  and  the  amendment  proposed 
only  contemplates  a  fm*ther  advance  <h  six 
cents,  to  take  effect  two  years  hence. 

Kr.  B.  said  that  he  was  induced  to  revive 
the  original  idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar, 
by  a  piece  of  information  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  ago  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  'Websteb,)  in 
the  debate  on  Now  England  rum,  in  which 
that  liquor  was  treated  as  the  antagonist  of 
Western  whiskey,  and  the  foreign  material 
oot  of  which  it  was  made,  was  shown  to  be 
the  rival  of  domestic  grun,  and  of  course 
entitled  to  no  favor  from  a  legislatare  profess- 
ing to  be  a  friend  to  the  American  System. 
That  Smator,  in  the  course  of  that  debate, 
declared,  npon  this  floor,  that  this  was  a  mis- 
take ;  that  molasses  in  New  England  was  used 
principally  on  the  table,  and  not  in  the  stills ; 
and  that  of  the  ten  millions  of  gallons  annually 
imported  into  that  section  of  the  Union,  not 
more  than  two  millions  were  distilled  into 
rum.  This  would  leave  eight  millions  of 
gallons,  equivalent  to  sixty-four  millions  of 
pounds  of  brown  sugar,  to  be  used  as  sugar ; 
and  shows  that  the  New  England  statesmen  of 
the  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the  time, 
were  prodigiously  mistaken  as  to  the  future 
distillation  of  molasses ;  and  that  this  mistake 
led  the  Congress  since  that  day,  into  a  great 
error;  an  error  which  has  pervaded  our  legis- 
lation ever  rinoe,  destroyed  the  equality  of  the 
«agar  tax,  and  depriveii  the  Treasury  of  an 
immense  revenue.  But  {hat  mistake  Is  now 
•corrected.  The  important  fact  is  now  admit- 
ted, that  four-fifths  of  the  molasses  imported 
into  New  England,  are  consumed  as  sugar ; 
«nd  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  suf^^ts  grave 
questions  to  the  American  statesman  in  re&r- 
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enoe  to  our  revenue,  the  equal  distribiiticKi  of 
our  taxes,  and  the  preservation  of  a  market  lor 
our  domestic  sugar  and  molasses. 

Mr.  B.  would  briefiy  touch  tiieae  great  ques- 
tions, and  leave  many  of'  their  results  to  be 
pursued  and  developed  by  the  minds  of  othera. 

1.  At  it  amcem*  the  rmenue. — ^The  Treasury, 
he  said,  was  an  enormous  loser.  Eight  millioDs 
of  gallons  of  molasses  were  equal  to  64  Twillinn* 
of  pounds  of  sugar ;  this  quantity  of  sugar,  at 
the  present  rate  of  dnty,  would  pay  $1,99(^- 
000;  its  equivaloit  in  molaB8e&  midw  tas 
existing  duty  of  fire  cents  per  gallon,  hn  od^ 
paid  1400,000 ;  under  the  prt^med  dnty  in  m 
bill,  it  wUl  only  pay  $800,000 ;  and  even  if 
carried  to  16  cente,  will  still  pay  hnt  $1,280,- 
000.  The  result  was,  that  the  Treasury  had 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  $1,520,000  per 
agnum ;  that  it  was  destined  to  lose  under  the 
operation  of  the  bill  as  it  stood,  a  furtbes- 
annual  sum  of  $1,120,000;  and  even  if  his 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  annual  kw 
would  still  be  $640,000.  This  loss,  thoi^ 
great,  would  still  be  so  much  less  than  tut 
now  suffered,  that  Mr.  B.  would  be  willing  to 
compromise  npon  it,  and  leave  to  his  New 
England  brethren  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  so 
great  an  advantage  until  the  time  cante  round 
for  a  general  revis^  of  the  tariff  and  an 
extensive  reduction  and  equalization  ot  duties 
consequent  npon  the  extinction  of  the  poblie 
debt. 

2.  Ai  it  eoneemt  fK«  tqvtal  iktrHnUion  tf 
t?ie  public  taxes. — The  tax  npon  brown  sugar  is 
one  of  the  heaviest  that  is  imposed.  That 
article  is  dutied  at  three  cents  a  pound,  which, 
with  the  merchant's  profit  upon'  that  sum, 
makes  it  cost  nearly  four  cents  higher  in  the 
pound.  The  aggregate  tax  for  the  last  three 
years,  shows  an  average  of  two  millions  and 
a  quarter  of  dollars  per  annum.  This  is  a  tax 
npon  a  necessary  of  life ;  it  is  a  tax  nptm  an 
article  consumed  by  the  poor:  it  is  a  taz 
chiefly  piud  by  the  people  of  tiie  ICd^ 
Southern,  and  Western  States ;  for  they  cannot 
use  mdaiBses  as  a  sub^tute.  Their  interior 
position  forbids  the  extensive  use  of  an  artide 
which  is  spoilt  and  wasted  in  a  long  overiand 
transportation.  The  commercial  tables  prove 
this  fact,  for  while  New  England  alcme  annoalfar 
imports  ten  millions  of  gaUons  ^  molasses,  w 
tho  rest  of  the  Union  put  together — the  e^* 
teen  other  States  and  three  territories  united, 
only  imported  three  millions  of  gallons !  This 
proves  the  fact  that  molasses  is  but  little  used 
as  a  substitute  for  sugar,  outside  of  New 
England;  it  proves  the  fact  that  the  present 
great  revenue  derived  from  brown  sugar  is 
chiefly  paid  by  citizens  of  other  parts  ot  the 
Union;  and  it  presents  the  question  to  the 
American  statesman,  how  ftr  it  is  right  in 
itself^  how  far  it  is  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  confederacy,  how  far  it  is  Jnet 
towardstheinhabitantsof  the  Middle,  Southern, 
and  Western  States,  to  devolve  the  burthen  ^ 
the  sugar  tax  upon  them,  and  relieve  the 
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Vew  England  people  from  it,  by  coaUnoing 
the  vast  iaequality  of  dutjr  upon  tbe  granularj 
and  the  fluid  state  of  the  article? 

Hr.  B.  here  addressed  himself  directly  to  a 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  ^llr.  Masks,)  who 
had  allowed  Mb  feelbiga,  a  few  days  b^we,  to 
carry  him  so  far  as  to  throw  ont  a  very  odioos 
impDtation  on  the  Oommittee  of  the  Honse  of 
BepresentatiTes,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff 
bill  of  the  present  sesdon.  That  impntatioa 
was  to  this  effect :  that  the  increased  doty  on 
molasses  was  pat  into  the  bill  for  the  puipose 
of  poisoning  it;  and  preventing  the  New 
England  members  from  voting  for  it.  Mr.  6. 
repelled  this  impatation,  as  a  satire  upon  the 
New  England  members,  whose  patriotism  it 
would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and  as  an  nt\jnst 
and  disorderly  attack  upon  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  L^islatnre ;  and  said  (o 
ttie  Senator  who  had  made  itj  that  he  would 
confront  him  with  very  eminent  antborit^ 
from  his  own  State,  the  speech  of  Ur.  Fitz^- 
mons,  a  distinguished  member  of  Gongress 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  'dO, 
who  sapported  Mr.  Madison  in  his  proposal  to 
place  an  equal  duty  on'ragar  ana  molasses; 
and  supported  him  on  the  express  ground,  that 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  shonld  not,  by  his 
vote,  be  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  their  sweet- 
ening than  the  people  of  Kev  England  paid  on 
theirs. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  compliment  to  the 
figilance,  sagacity,  perseverance,  and  unity  of 
action,  which  had  enabled  the  New  England 
members,  heretofore,  to  appropriate  to  them- 
eelves  all  the  ben^t^  and  leave  to  others  aU 
the  boithensof  the  ^ff^nt  tariff  He  did 
not  blame  them  for  it  Their  paramount  duty 
was  to  their  constituents,  and  they  dischai^d 
that  duty  with  a  zeal  and  assiduity  worthy  of 
all  praise.  But  he  should  blame  himself  if  he 
did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His  para- 
mount daty  was  to  the  people  of  Ifissoori ;  and 
this  duty  required  his  best  exertions  to  protect 
her  staples,  and  to  equalize,  if  possible,  the 
burthens  and  the  beneiita  of  the  present  tariff. 
This  was  all  that  he  was  aiming  at,  either  in 
^e  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions  made,  or 
to  be  made  by  him ;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  so 
understood  by  all  concerned. 

The  motion  of  Ifr.  Bsraov  was  decided  in 

e  negative. 

WooUm  JBUmieti. 

Mr.  BBNToif  moved  to  strike  ont  the  duty  on 
woollen  blankets.  In  si^port  of  this  motion 
Mr.  B.  observed,  that  blankets  were  an  article 
of  neoesnty,  required  by  every  body;  but 
mostly  by  tiie  poorest  people.  "Diey  were  also 
required  for  slaves,  and  uidians,  and,  iadeed, 
no  class  could  do  without  them.  There  had 
always  been  a  distinction  between  the  duty  on 
blankets  and  other  woollen  goods,  in  the  various 
tariffs,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  of  prime 
necessity.  There  was  another  reason  which 
might  be  urged  in  removing  this  duty.  It 
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was,  that  the  manu&ctnre  was  not  competent 
to  the  supply  of  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  as  the  duty  would  only  benefit  a  few 
iadividtuds,  while  the  poorer  classes  suffered  in 
proportion— as  the  Soiate  had  refused  to  put 
any  further  dut?  on  wool,  he  thought  it  would 
be  but  reasonaUe  to  take  off  the  duty  on  blank- 
ets. Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
was,  that  blankets  were  essential  in  the  Indian 
trade.  At  present  the  British  brought  them 
across  the  lines,  while  they  also  introduced 
their  furs  into  this  country  free  of  duty.  This 
was  very  bad  policy :  for,  had  these  furs  been 
taxed  87i  per  cent,  the  revenue  would  have 
guned  a  million  of  dolhu^  and  our  trade  have 
received  ample  protection.  If  the  duty  was 
continued,  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  the 
revenue,  and  act,  besides,  as  a  heavy  imposi- 
tion on  the  poorest  class  of  our  commumty. 
He  shonld  be  glad  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactnres  would  give  the  amomit 
of  the  manufacture  of  the  article  in  this  coun- 
try, and  its  increase  dnce  1824.  The  duty  was 
not  such  as  was  gtvea  to  tiie  grower,  when  a 
psltry  protection  was  otended  to  him,  which 
was  always  gradual,  but  came  down  inttcmtcr 
upon  the  consumer. 

Hr.  Smfth,  of  Maryland,  wished  to  know 
whether  the  manufacture  had  increased  since 
1824.  At  that  time  Congress  hud  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  on  the  article,  and  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  been  its  effect. 

Mr.  DiGEBBsoN  did  not  think  the  manufac- 
ture had  increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  But 
the  country  was  amply  capable  of  producing 
the  whole  of  the  consumption. 

Ifr.  BuTB,  of  Maryland,  made  wm»  fhrther 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  duty  levied  in  182^ 
had  not  operated  ^ectnally  to  increase  the 
manufacture  of  blankets. 

Mr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a 
statement  of  a  Commissary  to  show  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  duties  of  1624,  on  the  price  of  the 
article,  from  which  he  amied,  that  a  beneficial 
effect  had  been  produced  by  the  duty.  The 
price  had  very  sensibly  decreased  within  a  few 
years,  which,  he  believed,  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  competition  in  our  country,  and 
the  increase  of  the  manufacture. 

Mr.  Shfth,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  reply,  attributing  the  &U  of  the  prices,  as 
was  understood,  to  the  reduction,  By  weat 
Britain,  of  the  tax  on  wool  imported  into  that 
country. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Fun. — Semp. — SUJet. — Cottm  Bagging. 

Mr.  Bbntok  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  laying  a  duty  on  furs,  of  all  kinds,  of 
8H  per  cent,  according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked,  that,  when  he  pro- 
posed this  duty,  formerly,  it  was  supposed  that 
It  would  injure  the  manufacture  of  hats.  But 
as  one  ounce  of  fur  only  was  now  put  into  a 
beaver  hat,  this  duty  would  make  but  cents 
addition  (m  each  hat,  while  the  revenue  would 
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be  one  hundred  thousand  dollan.  He  hoped 
the  manuDMsturing  interest  would  not  spring 
forward  to  prevent  so  important  a  provirion. 

The  qnestioa  was  decided  in  the  negaUvow 

lb.  B&nov  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
8d  section,  hj  adding  to  the  dutj  on  hemp 
"  ten  dollars  per  ton,  annuaUj,  until  it  amounts 
to  ninety  dollars;"  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  ne^tive. 

Mr.  WooDBUET  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  bj 
ineerting,  "on  all  manufactures  of  nlk,  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  SO  per  cent, 
and  on  manufactures  of  silk,  fi>om  countries 
this  side  of  the  Cape,  20  per  cent  ad  veUoram.^* 

Kr.  WooDBCBT  said  the  effect  of  this  motion 
would  be,  to  leave  the  duty  as  it  now  was,  on 
the  manufactures  of  sUk  this  ade  of  the  Oape  of 
Good  Hope.  But,  on  those  from  beyond  that 
Cape,  it  raised  the  duty  five  per  cent  At  this 
period  of  the  eessdon,  he  would  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  only  a  few  mmutes  in 
etoting  the  probable  effect  of  the  amendment, 
Bhoold  it  prevail.  By  the  change  of  doty,  the 
whole  impost  on  nlka,  annually,  would  be 
somewhat  raised  for  a  time.  This  might  increase 
the  zeal  already  excited  in  this  coimtry  for  the 
cnlture  of  silk,  and  thus  tend  to  encourage  en- 
terprise and  improve  skilL  Should  the  change 
alter  in  time  onr  importations,  and  introduce 
into  the  market  more  of  the  eilks  of  Europe, 
and  less  of  those  from  India  and  China,  till  the 
former  entirely  engrossed  the  market,  the  effect 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  both  to  our  agri- 
culture and  navigation.  The  commercial  men 
in  tills  body  were  very  conscious,  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent  between 
rilks  from  India  and  Europe,  introduced  in  the 
tariff  of  1824,  had  very  considerably  augmented 
the  importations  of  those  manufaotnred  nearest 
home.  Without  troubling  the  Senate  with  a 
statistical  detail,  the  year  ending  in  September, 
1826,  exhibited  an  importation  of  almost  five 
millions  worth  of  this  article  from  Europe,  and 
of  only  a  little  more  than  three  millions  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  All  who 
beard  him,  and  had  reflected  on  the  subject, 
were  aware  that  the  silks  from  India  were  paid 
for  mostly  in  specie,  and  employed  but  little 
navigation  directly,  while  those  from  Eiurope 
were  chiefly  obtained  in  exchange  for  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  other  staple  articles  of  agri- 
culture, and  gave  occupation  directly  to  a  much 
larger  amount  of  tonnage.  Another  effeot 
would  probably  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of 
these  articles  abroad  would  be  lowered,  with  a 
view  to  reciprocate  onr  friendly  discrimination 
in  favor  of  European  silbs.  IVom  one  power 
espemally,  and  that  was  France,  we  might 
not  only  hope  thia;  but  it  would  rive  to 
her  some  substitute  for  the  diminuttou  oc- 
casioned by  other  parts  of  this  veiy  bill,  in  our 

S resent  trade  for  woollens  from  that  country, 
honld  any  objection  be  made  to  an  increase  of 
ibia  impost,  it  m\At  also  be  replied,  it  was  a 
tax  on  what  was  in  some  degree  a  luzory,  and 
chiefly  tued  by  the  wealthy,  whUe  this  same 
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bill  taxed  very  highly  a  great  number  of  the 
first  necessaries  a  Ma,  need  by  the  linmblHt 
classes  society.  He  woold  only  add,  at  this 
time,  that  the  change  now  proposed  was  m  cxr 
act  conformity  with  the  mMmunendation  of  the 
Committee  oa  Manufactures,  in  1884  ;  and  tb 
experience  of  three  years  had  shown  tbe  besw- 
fits  of  the  discrimination  so  fuUy,  that  no  forthei 
ai^mnent  was  wanted,  he  Uionght,  to  verify 
their  recommendation  in  its  fullest  extent,  and 
induce  ns  to  make  the  whole  discriminatiim 
then  advised,  not  only  by  the  oranmittce,  bat 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  first  000. 
mercial  city  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  DicKEBSON  Bfud  it  appeared  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  dis- 
crimination. He  agreed  that  the  effect  had 
been  to  rednoe  the  amonnt  of  silk  impmted 
from  beyond  the  of  Good  Hope,  sod  be 
thonght  that  the  present  dnty  was  prodnch^ 
the  change  so  rapidly,  it  was  not  nec^sarj  to 
increase  tiie  discnmiuation. 

Mr.  Websteb  rose  to  make  a  single  renuil^ 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  discrimination,  and 
to  propose  to  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  fix  some  period  at  which  the  additiooM 
duty  should  commence,  or  it  would  operate 
severely  on  the  merchants  whose  ships  llad  al- 
ready been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  silks. 
The  importers  of  this  description  of  goods  might 
suffer  great  loss,  unless  the  amendment  were 
so  modified  as  not  to  go  into  effect  nntil  a 
period  late  enough  to  save  thur  orders,  already 
sent  from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Suim,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarla 
in  relation  to  the  importance  of  onr  trade  with 
France.  He  conddwed  it  to  be  our  interest  to 
be  on  the  best  terms  with  that  cotmtry,  as  she 
took  our  articles  in  return — and  it  was  but  fair 
to  give  to  her  an  advantage  in  the  silk  trade, 
over  China,  where  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
specie — although  he  had  wondered  that  our 
merchants  did  not  export  cotton  to  the  latter 
conntry,  as  the  experiment  had  been  success- 
fully made  in  one  instanoe^  whidi  be  meo- 
tioned. 

Mr.  BnrroN  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  amendment  He  was  in  favor  of  tins 
diMviminatitm,  when  it  was  pn^xsed  in  188^ 
and  the  benefidal  effects  prodoeed  by  the  dis- 
crimination of  five  per  oentnm,  imposed  at  that 
time,  encouraged  him  to  carry  the  prindide  to 
the  point  now  proposed.  At  present  we  got 
our  chief  supplies  of  silks  from  lYanoe,  ug* 
land,  and  the  East  Indies.  From  the  latter 
place,  we  purchase  for  gold  and  ralver;  from 
the  two  former,  for  the  products  of  onr  stA 
We  pay  for  French  and  English  silks  in  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco;  and  our  statistical  tables 
show  us  that  our  exports,  in  these  articles,  to 
one  of  the  European  powers,  France,  baa  in- 
creased nearly  threefold  since  1824.  It  is  the 
part  of  a  wise  uid  prudent  policy  to  ke^  tbat 
increase  on  the  rise ;  and  the  doubling  the  dis* 
criminating  duties  In  &Tor  of  Eor«^>ean  aill:^ 
will  eontribute  to  efilbet  that  oljjeet.  60  nmoh 
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for  agrioaltare.   On  the  other  huid,  the  navi- 
gating interest  will  be  beneSted  bj  the  same 
policy.    It  talces  but  little  tonnage  to  carry  the 
gold  and  silver  to  Ohina,  which  brings  back, 
say  til  ree  million  dollars*  worth  of  silks ;  but  it 
"woold  require  at  least  80,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  freight  on  which  woald  be  worth  $400,000, 
at  a  cent  and  a  half  per  pound,  to  carry  as 
much  cotton  to  France  or  England  as  would 
purchase  the  same  amonnt  of  mlks  in  tiiose 
ooantries.   Thus  the  interests  of  commerce,  of 
a^icultare,  of  the  landholder,  and  sliip  owner, 
are  both  concerned  in  fostering  the  silk  trade 
with  France  and  England,  in  preference  to  that 
from  beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope;  and 
every  interest  is  concerned  in  promoting  a 
trade  which  consumes  the  product  of  the  coun- 
try, in  preference  to  one  tlmt  carries  off  its  gold 
and  sUvcr. 

Mr.  WooDBTJBT  modified  bis  amendment  on 
the  snggestion  of  Mr.  Webster  so  as  to  make 
its  operation  commence  on  the  8d  day  of  June, 
1820,  and 

It  was  ^reed  to. 

Mr.  Smitii,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  10th,  lltb, 
12th,  and  18th  lines  of  the  8d  section,  which 
embraced  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  for 
•which  he  gave  as  one  of  his  reasons,  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  cotton;  since  the  duty  bad  fallen 
BO  that  it  was  felt  severely  by  the  planters. 

Bcjocted. 

MaedXansom  ArticU$. 
Mr.  Tazbwbll  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  duty  on  steel,  lead,  leaden  shot,  litharge, 
orange  mineral,  and  sugar  of  lead. 

Ur.  T.  sdd,  that  he  had  made  the  proposition 
fiff  the  purpose  of  making  a  single  remark  in 
oppositkin  to  the  dnty.   All  the  lead  mines  in 
t£ts  country,  of  any  valae,  were  the  property 
of  the  United  States.   It  seemed  to  him  an  ex- 
traordinary policy  that  the  Government  should 
inorease  the  daty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
its  own  profits.   He  had  rinsed  the  question  in 
order  tliat  it  might  be  settled  whether  it  was 
proper  that  the  Government  should  tax  the 
people  in  this  manner  for  its  own  profit. 
Tlie  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Mr,  Bkston  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
dnty  oD  oranges,  limes,  and  lemons,  as  be  ob- 
served, to  protect  the  products  of  Jlorida. 
Rejected. 

Ur,  Bentok  moved  to  anund,  by  levying  a 
dnty  of  60  per  cent  ad  voMrem,  on  cdives^ 
Bweebneatfl,  and  castor  olL 

RcjMted. 

Ur.  Foot  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  dnty  on  imported  spirits ;  decided  in  the 
nsBtiTe. 

Mr.  Siusn  moved  to  Insert  a  duty  on  im- 
ported nmbrellas.  [Hr.  8.  also  presented  a 
memorial  of  mann&ctorers  of  the  wticle,  pray- 
ing for  an  additional  da^.]  The  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  HdLf  moved  that  the  date 


"  80th  of  Jane  "  be  stricken  ont,  and  the  *  1st 
of  September '  inserted,  (the  time  at  which  the 
hill  goes  into  operation ;)  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  a  proviso,  exempting  all 
books,  tracts,  &c.,  for  Bible  and  other  religious 
societies,  firom  the  payment  of  the  duties  on 
such  articles. 

Bejected. 

Hr.  WsBSTXR  moved  to  amend  the  bm  by 
striking  oat  that  portion  of  the  8th  section, 
which  points  ont  tlie  dnty  of  the  appraisers, 
and  empowers  them  to  fix  upon  the  value  of 
importations  independently  of  the  invoices. 

On  this  motion  discussion  arose,  in  which  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickbbsok,  Babnabd, 
Van  Bobbn,  and  Santobd,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Wbbsteb. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
motion  of  Ur.  Van  Busen,  the  qnesticoi  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  WooDBVBT  proposed  the  following 
amendment  in  relation  to  the  dn^  on  molas- 
ses: add  at  the  end  of  8d  aeotion  20th  line, 
the  following  words:  "  except  such  as  the  hold- 
er thereof  shall  give  auffident  bond  shall  not 
be  distilled ;  and,  on  all  such,  6  cents  per  gallcm.^ 

Negatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  the  yeas  having 
been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Uessra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batemsn,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kane,  Knight, 
McLane,  Harks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Bogies, 
Sanford,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Webster, 
Willey— 26. 

Nats.— MeMTS.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King,  HcKinley,  Uacon,  Farris,  Bobbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of  S.  Carolina,  Tasewell,  Tykr, 
White,  WiUiains,  Woodbury— 21. 


Tuesday,  May  IS. 
The  Tariff  Bill. 
The  bill  making  alterations  in  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question,  **ffliall  the  bill 
pass?'* 

Mr.  HATira  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  and  entered  a  solemn  protest  agunst  it, 
as  a  partial,  nqjnst,  and  nnccHtstitntional  meas- 
ure, and  oondud«l  by  moving  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  UH;  on  which  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays,  It  waa  de- 
cided in  t£e  native. 

The  question  then  ooeuning  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflrmative  by 
the  following  vote : 

TiAs.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foo^  Har* 
rfsm,  Hamfiioki.  Juuuoa  <tf       Km,  Kni|^ 
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HclAne,  If  arks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Bowan,  Babies, 
Saoford,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster, 
Willey— 26. 

Nats. — Ueaara.  Berrieo,  Branch,  Chambera,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston  of  Loaisiana, 
King,  McKinley,  Uacoo,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 21. 

So  the  bill  vaa  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Hoase  of  Kepreseutativ^  for  concorreuce  in 

th6  ffw^T><l*ntmtai, 


Thdbbdat,  ICay  15. 

Pretidmt  Pro  Tempore, 

The  Secretary  having  given  notice  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President  ftom  the  Chair,  Uie 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  I^ident 
pro  tem. ;  and  a  ballot  havina  been  taken,  Mr, 
jCaoon  was  dedared  to  have  been  elected. 

Mr.  Uacok  rose,  and  retomed  thanks  to  the 
Senate  for  the  honor  conferred  on  bim  but 
wished  to  decline  serving. 

Mr.  Tazbwell  then  moved  that  ISx.  Maooh 
be  excused  from  serving  as  President  pro  tem. 
This  motion  having  been  agreed  to  another 
ballot  was  taken,  and 

Kr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  was  dnly  elected ; 
and,  having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair,  by- 
Messrs.  Maoon  and  Habbisok,  briefly  addressed 
the  Senate ;  making  acknowledgments  for  the 
confidence  which  had  been  reposed  in  him,  and 
ttie  honor  conferred  npon  him,  and  which  had 
been  entirely  unexpected  on  his  part.  It  was 
BO  long  since  he  had  occupied  the  Gbur,  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  roles  of  order  were,  per^ 
haps,  less  perfect  than,  from  the  length  of^his 
service  in  Congress,  might  be  supposed,  and  he 
might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  forbearance  of 
his  f^ow-Senators ;  but  be  conld  assure  them 
that  he  should  discbarge  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
Tith  fidelity  and  imparaaUty. 


FaiDAT,  May  16. 
£ret>et  Harik. 

The  bill  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  expressed  a  denre  to  hear  the 
reasons  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  HABBiBoir  i*cpUedf  and  read  a  report 
upon  the  snl^ect.  The  number  of  Breveted 
Officers  in  our  Army  was  very  great,  so  much 
Bo,  ^at  the  system  was  conridered  an  evil  by 
the  officers  themselves.  The  bill  would  have 
no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or  those 
who  were  now  entitled  to  Brevets.  He  ob- 
served that  the  task  which  had  been  imposed 
on  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aifairs  had  been  a  very  disagreeable  one; 
as,  take  whatever  course  they  m^fnt,  it  was  not 
supposed  that  they  could  give  entire  aatiirffio- 
tiou. 

Mr.  Webstbb  sud,  that  the  subject  was  new 
to  him ;  and  he  thought  it  required  considera- 
tion. As  be  understood  the  gentleman  the  bill 


[Mat,  ISft 

had  the  same  effect  on  those  who  had  aemi 
ten  years,  as  on  those  who  were  entitled  to  tht 
Brevetfortbe  gallantry  <tf  their  ex^mts.  & 
saw  the  difficulty  of  the  saltfeet  wMch  had  bea 
mentioned  by  the  gentiemau  tnm  Ohio.  It 
might  be,  that  those  who  were  already  Brevetw 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  system  shoold  be 
done  away.  But  what  do  thoso  im^r  thai 
say !  This  wanted  inquiry. 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


TuiSDAT,  May  20. 
ChetapeaJtd  and  Ohio  Canal. 
Mr.  Hendbioes  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  subscription  to  stock  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Compai^ ;  irhidi  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative 

Mr.  Hendricks,  ia  rejdy  to  some  imuzb  rf 
Mr.  SiOTH,  of  South  Can^iDa,  obserrcd  that 
this  w-as  not  a  western  measure.   23'ot  ou 
dollar  would  be  eicpended  wert  of  the  ABe- 
ghany  mountains.   So  far  from  this  being  the 
case,  by  the  express  language  of  the  bill,  the 
canu  was  to  terminate  at  Comberhuid.  This 
being  the  fact,  it  was  not  fair  to  argne  that 
they  were  pressing  western  measures,  in  prrf- 
erence  to  others,  upon  the  notice  of  CoDgrea^ 
He  did  not,  however,  think,  as  others  did,  a 
long  series  of  years  would  elapse  before  it 
would  pass  the  Alleghanies.   He  believed  thai, 
in  a  few  years,  the  stock  of  the  company  would 
become  as  valuable  as  that  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
and  that  it  would  be  supported  snbscriptiona 
from  every  quarter.  It  nad  been  assmn^  that 
this  measure  was  commenced  by  Congress. 
This  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  emanated  from 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  passed  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  company  in  1824.  Since 
that  p«iod  other  otmfirmatory  acts  had  been 
passed.   Mr.  H.  here  detailed  the  varioos  acta 
in  relation  to  the  object  under  consideratioa. 
He  then  gave  a  succinct  history  of  the  various 
surveys,  and  their  results,  which  were  hi^ily 
favorable  to  the  project   He  referred  to  the 
restilt  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals ;  and 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  stock  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  would  become  as 
valuable  as  in  those  works.   He  considered  it 
highly  important,  as  forming  a  braid  muoa 
betweffli  tiie  east  «aA  the  wut 

Mr.  Maook  observed  that  he  had  bottfinr 
words  to  say  on  this  subject  He  bad  ^d, 
some  time  since,  that  the  constitution  wis 
dead  and  gone,  and  he  should  not  speak  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  measure.  He  sboald 
also  say  nothing  of  its  effect  upon  the 
debt,  because  a  public  debt  was  now  conadcsed 
a  public  bleaidng.'  He  looked  upon  this  bill  ia 
the  light  of  a  partnership  to  be  entered  into 
by  the  Govemmeut  with  a  number  of  individ- 
uals ;  and,  said  Mr.  M^  before  I  enter  into 
partnership  with  a  man  I  should  like  to  know 
who  he  is,  and  what  is  his  standing.  I  sboeld 
ask,  beforehand,  is  be  ablet  is  he  good  at  {tut 
banktishiiEepatatioafidrt  But  Oongms  was 


dem^eaie  and  Ohio  Caned. 
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abont  to  go  into  this  partoership  withoat  know- 
ing wlio  tbey  are  to  be  connected  with.  He 
thonf^ht  the  corporations  of  the  District  of  Oo- 
lambia  were  now  snfficiently  taxed  withoat 
going  into  farther  embarrassments.   But  the 
Q  overnmeDt  would  have  to  bear  the  bnrthen, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Camberland  road,  the  ex- 
pense on  which  woald  last  as  long  as  the 
Qovernment  itself.   He  bad  offered  aresola- 
Uon,  in  the  early  part  of  the  sesaicHi,  on  the 
■algeot  of  that  nndf  but  it  liad  never  been 
rep<urted  on.  He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
Gnmberland  road  altogether.  Bnt  it  wis  aaid 
that  the  work  conld  not  go  on  tinless  Congress 
subscribed  the  million ;  so  that  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  depends  on  getting  the  United  States 
by  the  band.  They  had  bat  a  few  days  nnce 
passed  a  most  enormous  torifi^  which  most  have 
some  eSect  on  the  rerence — to  what  extent  he 
did  not  know ;  bat,  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  the  time  for  entering  into  other  grand 

Srojects.    As  to  tlie  canal  stock  in  the  State  of 
few  York,  he  thought  it  belonged  to  the  State, 
and  that  there  were  no  stockholders,  which 
made  quite  a  different  case  from  this.   He  knew 
no  other  consideration  on  which  it  could  be 
supported,  bnt  the  design  to  keep  up  tiie  pab* 
lie  debt  forever.  That  appeared  to  be  the 
object,    There  were  many  reasons  against  the 
project ;  bat  be  Tonld  only  mention  Pennsyl- 
Tania  was  about  to  make  another  oannl ;  Balti- 
more was   abont  making  a  railroad  which 
woold  affect  the  same  section  of  coantry  through 
which  this  canal  was  to  pass;  so  that  they 
would  interfere  with  the  Bubscriptiona  to  stock 
in  this  company,  and  it  would  be  a  long  time 
before  subncriptions  by  private  iodividaals  to 
any  great  amount,  wonld  be  made. 

He  did  not  believe  in  artificial  r^ulations  to 
hind  together  the  different  sections  of  the  conn- 
try.  They  must  be  bound  together  by  love. 
Adorablepublioopinioncannotbe bought  The 
moment  yon  cease  dealing  ont  the  price  for 
tlua  sentiment,  it  stops.  Good  will  and  a  fel- 
low feeling  must  do  it  He  was  sorry  to  per- 
ceive that  those  who  formerly  voted  with  him, 
and  were  able  to  dtscusa  the  snbject,  had,  in 
this  instance,  abandoned  their  ground. 


[Scium 

Nats. — MesBffl.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan^ 
dler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  HaTne,  Hacon,  Farris, 
Sonford,  Smith  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Tan  Boren,  WiUiaDia,  Woodbnr7^17. 


FsmiT,  Hat  28. 

Jhitjf  on  Wirut. 

The  bill  to  reduoo  the  iuty  on  Imported 
wmes  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole. 

Ur.  WooDBirsT  observed  that  he  had  made 
some  preparation  to  give  a  fhll  view  of  the  ben- 
efits likely  to  result  from  a  revision  of  the  pres- 
ent duties  on  wines,  but  tins  was  not  a  period 
of  the  session  when  such  a  view  could  be  use- 
ful. The  bill  now  before  us  must  be  taken  as  it 
is,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  be  re- 
ceived without  discus^oUf  or  no  time  will  re- 
main for  any  change  whatever  to  be  made  in 
the  existing  tariff.  He  would  then  merely  state 
the  material  alterations  effected  by  this  bill,and 
the  probable  effects,  from  its  passage,  on  onr 
commerce  and  revenue.  It  reuoced  the  daties 
on  Madeira  one-half,  because  it  was  now  bo 
enormous  as  to  have  destroyed  a  large  portion 
of  a  valuable  commerce  with  that  island.  This 
was  fully  developed  in  the  documents  that  had 
been  laid  on  our  tal^es  this  session,  but  which 
there  was  not  time  or  perhaps  necessity  now  to 
read.  The  wines  of  France  and  Germany  that 
before  paid  the  same  duty  with  Madeira,  were 
now  reqnired  to  pay  only  80  cents  per  gallon, 
because  the  quantity  of  that  description  im- 
ported  was  small,  and  the  trade  for  them  most- 
ly a  barter  trade,  hi^ly  advantageous  to  this 
country.  The  dnty  on  claret,  in  cask^  was 
lowerra  to  10  cents  per  gallon,  bnt  still  it  was 
nshigh,  and,  indeed,  higner,  on  the  first  oort  of 
claret,  than  the  duty  on  luddra.  This  last 
wine  had  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life  in 
the  southern  part  of  our  TTuion,  and  an  increase 
of  the  nse  of  it,  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty, 
would  increase  the  exchange  market  for  some  of 
oar  most  valuable  staples,  such  as  cotton,  tobao- 
o,  and  rice.  The  changes  thns  far  did  not 
differ  very  essentially  firom  those  contained  in 
the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  But 
the  next,  and,  in  his  view,  one  of  the  mcrat  im- 
portant changes,  was  in  doubling  the  present 
daty  on  non-enumerated  winea.  By  the  pres- 
ent law  it  is  15  cents  per  gallon ;  1^  jme  IS 
cents  was  proposed ;  by  the  bill  before  us,  80 
cents  per  galkMi.  These  non-enumerated  wines 
included  something  like  88-40ths  of  the  whole 
importation  of  wines  into  the  TTnited  States  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years.  Thus,  in  1825,  the 
whole  quantity  was  2,688,640  gallon!*,  of  which 
the  non-enumerated  wines  were  3,078,669  gal- 
lons ;  in  1826  the  whole  was  3,780,574,  and  the 
non-enumerated  2,047,637;  and  in  1827  the 
whole  2,767,893,  and  the  non-enumerated  3,- 

1043,354.  Gentlemen  will  thus  see  that  only  15 
cents  per  gallon  has  been  paid  on  abont  88-40ths 
of  all  the  vine  ioq^orted,  vbilei  by  the  pro- 


'Wevnxbda.t,  }£aj  21, 

Chetapedke  and  Ohio  Canal. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  to  authorize  the  sub- 
scription to  stock  in  ^e  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
engrossing  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Eaton,  it 
was  decided  in  theaffirmativef  by 

Tub. — Uesars.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bou- 
Bf^r,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrisoo,  Hen- 
^oks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johoston  of  LouLsiaaa, 
Kane,  King,  Knight,  UcKinley,  UcLane,  Harks, 
Koble,  Kdgely,  Bobbins,  Bowan,  Rugdes,  Seymour, 
^bee.  Smith  of  JUryUad,  TbwDa&Webater,  Wil> 
Iey-2B. 
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posed  billf  80  cents  per  gallon  wonld  be  paid.  1 1 
This  change  will  not  only  prevent  frauds  caus-  i 
ed  hj  bringing  in  wines  of  high  valiie  at  a  low 
duty,  under  names  not  enomerated  in  the  pres- 
ent tariff,  but  will  tend  to  equalize  the  duties 
nrach  nearer  than  they  now  are,  according  to  i 
the  first  cost  of  the  different  kinds  of  wine. 

He  would  say  no  more,  under  the  pressure  of 
business  now  on  our  tables,  except  to  state  that 
tlie  whole  revenue  on  wioes  would  be  increas-  i 
ed  between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars hy  the  present  bill,  provided  precisely  the  : 
eame  importations  took  place  hereafter,  as  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  and  [Hvvided  the  ealou- 
ladon  be  made  on  the  same  quantity  of  non- 
numerated  wines.  The  revenue  on  wine  was 
last  year,  $711,790.  But  compute  the  duties  ou 
the  Bunie  importations  according  to  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  without  alteriug  the  quantity  of 
non-enumerated  wines,  and  the  reveuue  would 
be  over  820,000  dollars.  But  under  this  bill, 
doubtless,  the  non-enumerated  wines  will  be 
much  less  in  quantity ;  and  yet  the  friends  of 
this  bill  believed  the  whole  importations  would 
be  much  augmented  under  its  pro^sions,  and 
the  revenue  in  that  way  still  improved,  Coo- 
udering,  then,  the  probable  benefits  to  agricul- 
ture, navigation,  and  revenue,  from  the  proposed 
changes,  and  that  it  was  now  too  late  for  any 
amendment  to  besafely  made,  be  trusted  the  bill 
voiild  meet  with  little  or  no  opposition. 

Ur.  GnANDLBif  add,  that  the  Senate  had  wttb- 
in  a  few  days  passed  a  biU  increasing  the  duties 
on  articles  of  necessity.  As  this  was  an  article 
of  luxury,  and  was  ohiefly  used  by  the  rich,  he 
was  opposed  to  taking  off  the  duties,  either  on 
non-enumerated  or  on  any  description  of  wines. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ; 
which  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  by  the  following  vote: 

Tkas.  —  Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Boolipny, 
Branch,  Chambers,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Unyne,  Jobnetonof  Louisiana,  K&oe,  McLane, 
HacoD,  ^dgely,  Robbina,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Uary- 
Isnd,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Tan  Buren,  Webster^  Wil- 
liams, Woodbnr7--25. 

Mats. — Messrs.  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickersoa, 
Knight.  HarlcB,  Noble,  Panis,  Rn^es,  SeTinour, 
Willey— 10. 

Office  of  Miy.  General  and  Bretet  Sank. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAimraoN,  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  to  abolish  the  office  of  Mi^or  Gen- 
eral in  tiie  Army  of  the  United  States^  was  taken 
np. 

Hr.  HABmsoN  offfered  an  amendment,  in  sab- 
stance,  to  abolii^  brevet  rank. 

Mr.  Webstbb  sfud  he  was  disposed  to  vote 
afminsttheamoidmentnndtfr  any  oireumstanoe. 
Within  tliree  days  of  the  close  of  the  sesnon,  it 
seemed  improper  to  insert  new  matter  in  a  bill 
from  the  House,  which  tliey  had  not  time  to  act 
upon.  He  saw  no  difference  between  sending  a 
new  bill  to  the  House,  and  sending,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  subject  which  was  en- 
tirely new  to  tbem.  The  rnle  was  adopted, 


that  no  new  bill  should  be  acted  upon  doHs^ 
tl'is  period,  to  prevent  hurried  legislation.  Be; 
this  mode  would  be  an  evasion  of  that  rule. 
He  was  not  informed  upon  the  snbject,  and  d 
not  understand  It  snfBcientiy  to  act  satjafactorEy 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Haxbisov  withdrew  his  xnotioa  to 

amend. 

The  question  occurred  on  ordcrinff  the  biS  to 
a  third  readiug,  which  was  decided  by 

Teas. — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Ckko^ 
son,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Toot,  HaTse,  UcLane,  Uacoo, 
Noble,  Parris,  Rowan,  &nford.  Smith  of  South  Cu- 
olina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Boren,  WRliama,  Woo* 
burr — 20. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bats- 
man, BoulignjT,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks.  3vAa- 
stOQ  of  Lou.,  Kniffht,  UcEinley,  Uarkst,  Ridgdj, 
Robbing,  Ruggles,Seyinoar,  SUaboe,  Smith  oflfarr- 
laad,  Thomas,  Webster— ao. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 


Satcedat,  May  24. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickkbson  the  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  otiier  House,  relauve  to  tl» 
printing  of  the  two  Houses,  was  considered. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  explained 
by  Mr.  DioEEBSo:!  to  be  to  economize  space  and 
eipense.  As  the  printing  was  now  execnted. 
a  whole  page  was  taken  up  in  the  title,  and 
the  documents  had  otherwise  much  blank 
space,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  resolatioa 
to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeas  and  nays  ii 
small  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  doeo- 
ments  in  consecutive  order,  would  contrilHte 
very  essentially  to  this  object,  eta  By  ocwrect- 
ing  this  mode  of  arrangement,  they  wonld  ba 
rendered  more  accessible,  besides  saving  a  con- 
;  slderable  annual  expenditure. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Supprmion  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  bill  for  the  snpprssdcHi  ct  the  dave  tnde 

was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HATifB  remarked,  that  he  had  yeeto^y 
addressed  himself  to  those  gentiemen  who  had 
charge  of  this  bill,  for  information  as  to  the 
large  appropriation  in  the  first  section,  of  80;000 
dollars.  That  information  he  had  notrecarej^ 
and  he  now  asked  it  agun. 

Mr.  EiNQ  said,  that  this  sum  had  lieeii  fixed 
upon,  after  a  full  investigation,  by  the  Cominit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  other  Hoas& 
On  inquiry,  he  had  heard,  that  the  sam  wss 
much  lorger  as  first  proposed ;  but  that  the 
committee  had  out  it  down ;  and,  at  its  presoit 
amount,  was  xkA  snffldent  to  send  out  those 
slaves  already  in'he  country.  He  busted  that 
no  gentleman  woidd  require  an  exact  estimate 
of  the  expenses  to  occur  noder  this  approprif 
tion;  because  it  could  not  be  given,  as  ^ 
must  depend  on  unforeseen  circnraBtance&  Hie 
items  could  not  be  anticipated,  and  the  commit- 
tee took  the  gross  amount,  and  made  the  ap- 
pro^iatum  to  cover  iL  TMa  was  tbemiraal 
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practice,  and  was  perfectly  proper,  as,  if  the 
expenditure  was  over  the  amount  given,  the 
objeots   could  only  be  ezeonted  as  far  as  it 
went ;  and  if  beloVf  it  would  remdn  in  the 
Treasary,  to  be  implied  to  the  next  year's  ap- 
propriation.   The  money  coold  not  be  applied 
to  otlier  objects;  beoaose  proper  and  legitimate 
ptirpoaes  would  absorb  it.   If  gentlemen  dislik- 
ed the  principle  on  which  this  prorision  was 
made,  the  repeal  of  the  genend  law  woold  meet 
thetr  object   Bat  he  naonght  this  bill  sbonld 
not  be  obstracted.   The  prorision  on  the  seo- 
ond  section  for  the  Harshal  of  Alabama,  was 
founded  on  a  jnst  chum.   He  had  acted  under 
the  generallaw,  and  he  could  not  obtain  ex- 
penses which  he  had  inoarred  under  that  law, 
naleasbytbebilL  Hehopedthatnoohjectionto 
the  gfeneral  law  would  stop  the  progress  of  this 
measnre. 

Hr.  CoAiroxjD  asked  whether  a  report  had 
been  received  of  tiie  mode  in  which  w  expen- 
dltnre  for  thia  6\^ocA  had  iinnnei:^  been  made? 

Mr.  Kns  said,  that  an  acoonnt  of  every  item 
bad  been  rendered.  He  knew  tlut  a  oertdn 
mm  had  been  applied  to  the  Goloidaation  Society, 
which  was  conridered  an  improper  ^>propria- 
Uon;  bnttbatought  nottooperateonthepa^ 
sage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HxTNS  did  not  rise  to  oppose-  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  but  to  protest  sgainst  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  broaght  before 
the  Senate.   It  had  been  presented  here  with 
no  paper,  with  no  doonment,  with  no  estimate. 
They  had  no  evidence  to  go  apon.   This  was 
what  be  objected  to.   He  knew  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  was  not  a  member  of  tlie 
committee  to  which  it  was  referrible;  bat  he 
Ittd  endeaTored,  without  much  snceeas,  to  ob- 
taia  infbrmation.  Mr,  H*  had  no  donbt  that 
fiw  claim  <rf  the  Ifarshal  tit  Alabama  wasa  lost 
one ;  bnt  he  otjected  altogether  to  the  method 
of  introdncing  the  p^ment  of  an  individaal 
claim  into  a  bill  nomuially  tosnppress  the  slave 
trade.  Tbisamalgamationof  objectsembarrass- 
ed  him  extremely.   He  must  vote  for  the  bill, 
or  he  sbonld  aid  to  deprive  the  Uarshal  of  Ala- 
bama of  a  compensation  to  which  he  was  jnstly 
entitled.    He  repeated  his  olgecUou  to  this 
mode  of  legislation,  and  s^d  he  should  vote  for 
this  bill;  but,  said  he,  if  I  live  to  come  back  to 
the  Senate  next  year,  I  pledge  myself  to  take 
measures  to  obtain  a  meet  rigid  examination  of 
the  manner  in  whioh  the  expenditore  baa  been 
made. 

Ur.  IfAOoN  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  leo- 
tion,  providing  $8(^000  to  restore  negroes  to  the 
eoast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  CHAunns  sddf  tliat  tlie  appnmriation 
wss  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
object  of  the  law.  The  gentieman  from  Alabama 
had  stated  correctiy  the  difficulty  in  making  out 
the  estimates  for  purposes  whidi  must  be  con- 
tingent, from  their  very  nature.  It  was  not  a 
esse  where  cost  snd  charges  could  be  computed 
St  the  outset  The  sum  pointed  ont  by  reasona- 
ble probabiUfy,  had  been  fixed  i^on,  and  that 
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had  been  cut  down  in  the  other  Honse.  As  to 
the  chums  of  the  Marshal  of  Alabama,  the  pledge 
of  the  Government  had  been  contracted  to  pay 
the  expenses  whioh  he  had  incurred.  He  bc^ta 
the  biu  woold  pass. 

The  qneation  bring  then  put  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  MAOCor,  it  was  r^ected,  taul  the  w» 
iffdered  to  atbird  reading. 

IGami  Canat 

Vt.  Rtogosb  moved  that  tho  Senate  take  np 
the  bill  to  aid  the  State  of  Ohio  to  make  the 
Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Cobb  opposed  it^  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  not  time  for  discussion  upon  a  snlfject 
so  important  Congress  had  already  given 
176,000  dollars  this  year  for  roads  iu  Ohio. 

Mr.  RcQotxs  said,  tliat  the  objection  did  not 
oome  with  a  good  grace,  from  the  gentieman 
from  Qeoraia,  who  nad  ooosamed  mach  time 
daring  the  last  week.  He  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
long debate,  and  was  willing  to  take  the  vote  at 
once  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  stud,  that  the  gentieman  from  Ohio 
had  finmd  oat  that  he  (ur.  0.)  had  oocnided 
much  time  daring  the  week,  and  he  deserved  a 
leather  medal  for  the  discovery.  In  the  disena- 
sion  of  the  ovaal  bills  he  oocnpied  no  more  time 
than  his  duty  made  incumbent  upon  him.  If 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  the  Executive  basinew 
of  the  week,  be  (Mr.  C.)  had  certainly  not  con- 
sumed much  time  In  debate  in  secret  session. 
He  repeated  his  objections  to  taking  up  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Chahiileb  said  it  was  too  late  to  take  up  8 
bill  of  so  much  importance,  and  which  contem- 
plated a  lai^  gift  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  that,  if  the  gentieman 
wonld  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  bill,  he 
would  find  that  the  gift  of  land  was  to  the 
United  Statea  and  would  make  their  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  mnoh  more  valuable.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading,  by 

Tkas. — Uessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bea- 
ton, Booligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  McKinle;,  Harks, 
Noble,  Ri^^elj,  Sobbins,  Bowan,  Rugglcs  SeymoDr, 
Silsbee,  Smitii  of  Haryla&d,  Thomas,  WiUey,  WO* 
liams — 24. 

Kats.— Uessrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Knight,  M cLane,  Ifacon,  Saoford, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Boren,  Woodbury— 14. 


MoNDAT,  May  26. 

Clou  iif  thd  SeitUm, 

*  Ur.  yfotiVBUKT  moved  that  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  to 
inform  him  that  the  Senate  had  concluded  its 
business,  and  to  asoert^  whether  he  had  any 
farther  commmUoatioa  to  make;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kacon  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  to  convey  the 
same  infinrnaticu;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Messra,  Uaoon  and  Woodbubt  were  then 
ftppoioted  a  committee  to  wut  npmi  the  Preai- 
deot 

A  meaaage  waa  reodTed  from  the  HtmBO  of 
BepresentatiTes,  informiDg  that  they  had  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Wiuoht,  of  Ohio,  and  Dicker- 
son,  of  New  York,  aa  a  Joint  Oommittee,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  vait  on  the  Freudent 


of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  the 
Oongress  was  now  ready  to  adjoam. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Seois 
then  Joined  that  from  the  House,  and  waitH! 
on  the  President,  and,  Portly  after,  Mr.  Macox 
from  the  Joint  committee,  reported  that  tlu 
Prendent  hod  ioBtmcted  uiem  to  iofimn  ^ 
Senate,  that  he  had  no  farther  oonummwaxifln 
to  make  to  Congress. 

The  Senate  a^jonmed,  tine  dis. 
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•  TWENTIETH  C0N6RESS.-FIBST  SESSION. 


PBOOEBDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.* 


VoNDAT,  December  8, 18ST. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  b;  Matthiw 
St.  Glaih  Clabkb,  Olerk  of  tbe  House,  wedsft- 
\S  at  twelve  o'oIook,  and  tbe  Boll  of  tbe^onae 
bmng  called  over  by  Statea,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  present  two  hundred  and  seven  Mem- 
bers, oQt  of  two  hnndred  and  thirteenf  and 
two  delegates  from  Territories :  Wbereapon,  the 
Hotue  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Spbakbb. 

Hr.  Spsaoux  and  Ur.  Hi.tkxs  being  named 
Tellers,  reported  tbe  following  as  tbe  result  of 
the  baUotiog : 

For  AxDRiw  Stetknsoit,  of  Virginia,  104 
For  John  W.  Tatloe,  of  Xew  Tork,  '  M 
For  P.  P.  Babbocb,  of  Virginia,  •  4 
Scattering  votes,  ...  % 

AsDBxw  Stbtiksov,  of  Virginia,  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  tbe  whole  nnmber  of  Totes, 
was  declared  to  be  dnlj  elected. 


*UBT  or  MKMBKRa  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  BBPEE- 
aJBHTATITEB. 

JTofM.— John  AndwMHi,  Buniul  Bntnui^  BsAm  21eln- 
tint  J«t«inlah  O^riaa,  J«i»m  W.  Blplqr,  Pslag  ^ngne, 
JoMph  F.  Wlnsits. 

Jir«H  Afl^MMTA— DftTld  B«rkor,  Jr^  lehabod  Bartlett, 
Tltw  ft«wn,  Jowplt  Hoalgrt  Jonathan  Harr^,  Umiom 
inilppla.Jr. 

Tirwat— B«i}HBln  (MR,  Danld  A.  A.  Buk,  Jomthaa 
Bunt,  RoIUb  C.  MaUair.  Ovorie  X.  Walca. 

JfiMMoUMMa-aamMl  C,  AHen,  John  BaCej,  Imm  a 
BatM,  B.  W.  CrovDlnahleld,  John  Davis,  Heniy  W.  Dw1|^t, 

Edwtrd  Ermtt,  BenJamlD  Gorham,  HodgM,  John 

Locke,  John  K«ed,  JoMph  Blchardson,  John  TamniD. 

J^«rf«  Ato)id>-Triitr«n  Bmgta,  Dnteo  J.  Pleroe. 

OMMtfeut-Joka  Bddwia,  Hojet  Barbar,  Balpb  J.  Id< 
IMHn,  OnagaMCTWlo,  XUiha  Fhdpt,  DarW  Pkat 

jr«w  ront— Daalvl  D.  Barnard,  Oaoi|e  O.  BeMn,  Bn- 
4o^  Bonner,  0.  C  Cambrckoc  Bamoel  Chmaa,  John  G. 
Cbik,  John  D.  Dtekinton.  Jonaa  Barll,  Jr.,  Banl«l  0.  Sam- 
MT,  Nttbanid  Gamw,  John  L  D«  araS;  John  Halloeh,  Jr., 
B«lih  B.  BobUe,  Martin  HoStaian.  J«romiu  Johuion,  Bldiard 
Kmh  Baorr  Maffcall,  Huur  a  Hsitlndato,  Dodlar  HarrlB, 


On  bdng  oondnoted  to  the  Ohair,  tiia 
Sfsakxb  ftdweaaed  the  Honae  In  tlw  fidlowing 

terms: 

"GiHTLnna:  In  aeoepUng  the  diiUngniahed 
honor  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  npon 
me,  I  am  penetrated  with  feelings  of  profound  re- 
qiect,  and  the  deepest  gratitadc^  and  I  recdve  tt 
as  the  most  flattering  testhnonT  of  tout  oonBdenoa 
and  &VW.  Tbe  office  of  Speaker  of  this  House  has 
been  jnstlj  conndered  one  of  high  and  exalted  obar» 
acter — ardaous.  In  relation  to  the  abilities  necessary 
to  its  exeontion,  and  severely  respon^ble  and  labor- 
ious. Its  honor  Is  to  be  measnred  by  so  ordinary 
standard  of  value.  The  individual,  Uierefore,  who 
shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  repntation,  and  the 
adrantage  of  tbe  Honse,  must  be  ^sUngdsbed  alike 
by  knowledge,  intMrity,  and  ^Ugenee;  he  ahoidd 
pOMees  an  imparti^ty  which  secarei  oonftdenoet 
a  dignity  that  oonunands respect  t  and  atemperand 
ai&bility  that  disarms  cootentioo.  From  his  general 
character  and  personal  qualities,  he  must  derive  a 


John  lfm«e,  John  Uajnard,  Thoaua  J.  OaUsr,  8.Yhi  B«ih- 
Mlaor,  Hanry  B.  Storrs,  JamM  Stntnc  John  0.  Stowi^ 
John  V.  Tajlor,  FUimm  L.  tnof^  OoUaa  (X  Tatplaaeb 
Aaron  Vard,  John  J.  Wee^  BOM  Wood,  Darid  Woodsoei^ 
SllM  Wiicht,  Jr. 

If  me  .TorMy.— Lewla  Condlet,  OootfS  HoUomba,  Inao 
Planoa,  Bamoel  Swan,  Hodge  Tbompeon,  Ebeneier  Tnokar. 

■IWawflra— Ksssey  Johu,  Jr. 

PuMHylwiita.— Wmism  Addanu,  Saaael  Andsisoa,  8ts> 
phen  Barlow,  Janes  Buchanan,  Blehatd  Coulter.  Ohannoey 
Forward,  Joieph  Frejr,  Jr.,  Innce  flteen,  Bamnel  D.  ^"f''fpi, 
Ooorge  Ereowr,  Adam  King,  Joeeph  I:AWTeao^  Daniel  H. 
Htller,  Charlei  Miner,  John  Mltohell,  Samael  MeKeaa, 
Robert  Orr,  Jr.,  WiUlvn  Bamoey,  Jtdui  Be^eant,  Jamea  B. 
Stephenion,  John  B.  Stortgere^  Andrew  Steward  Joel  B. 
Sntherlaod,  Etpy  Tan  Home,  James  Wibon,  Oeorga  Wolf. 

JfsrrbMdL— Jobi  Bsnej,  dement  Donty,  Levis  Oali^ 
JohnLeads  Kerr,  Peter  llttis,  Mlebael  G.  Sprigg,  G.  a  Wcrtt- 
tagton,  John  d  Weems,  EiAnlm  K.  Wlleon. 

PlrvMo.— Bobert  AUea,  Mark  Alexander,  WlUlam  B, 
Arebor,  WUUam  Armstrong,  John  S.  Bar  boar,  PhlUp  P, 
Barbour,  BarweO  Baseett,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Baaddidi 
Wnusm  GL  Slvai,  John  Bosas,  Hath.  H.  Oalbons,  Thoiais 
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power  tlwt  will  give  force  to  hli  iDterpodUoni,  Aod 
procare  reapect  for  hli  decUoni.  ne  moit  cod* 
dUite  the  esteem  of  the  enUglitBiMd  bodjr  oTor 
whom  be  presides. 

**  These,  gentlemen,  are  some  of  the  leedlne 
qtulifieetioDB  neceasary  for  this  arduoai  sbUioQ.  I 
eertelnly  do  not  poseeti  them.  I  know  my  own  in- 
ibUitj  too  weQ  to  beliere  that  I  dull  be  eoebled  to 
met  the  expeetsdone  ctf  mj  fHendi,  or  disoharM 
the  high  tnut  rcpoeed  la  aw,  in  a  mnner  raheble 
to  Its  dignity  and  importance.  Bringing  with  me 
but  Bttle  knowledge  or  experience,  I  slull,  no  doubt, 
often  err,  and  stand  in  need  of  your  otmoet  forbear- 
uce.  Let  me  hope,  on  such  occasions,  you  will  scan 
ny  conduct  with  caiidor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
toward!  me  the  aame  Und  IndnlgeDee  which  baa 
heretofore  eharacterlied  yonr  conduct  to  the  KSbala. 
AJl  that  I  can  promise,  will  be  a  derotlon  of  my 
time  to  your  eerrtce,  and  an  Independent  discharge 
of  my  duties  in  a  pUn  and  manly  way.  My  grati- 
tude for  a  distinction  so  little  merited,  shall  stimu- 
fatte  me  to  wpply,  by  diligence  and  apjriicadon,  what 
I  want  in  knowledge  and  abiUty;  and,  howevw  I 
■ay  bn  is  other  respects,  I  dull  endeaTor,  at  least, 
to  entitle  myself  to  the  suffhwee  of  leal  and  in^ar- 
tfaUty. 

*'  1  need  not  admonish  yon,  gentlemen,  of  the 
BUgoitDde  of  yonr  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  as  to  the 
nuuiner  in  which  It  ought  to  be  discharged.  We 
must  aQ  be  seuible,  that,  In  the  deliberatioDS  and 
proceetUngs  of  this  House,  the  character  and  per- 
manent interests  of  our  common  country  are  deeiJy 
faiToiTed.  It  waa  in  the  organisation  and  purity  iM 
tills  branch  of  the  Kadonal  QoTemment,  (endeared 
to  their  warmest  affections,)  that  our  &tbers  beliered 
they  had  prorided  the  best  secorlty  for  the  princi- 
plea  of  free  Ooremment,  and  the  liberty  and  faap{4- 
ness  of  the  peoide.  Virtuous,  enU^tened,  and  pa- 
triotio,  this  House  may  Justly  be  i^arded  ai  the 
oUadal  <^Amwican  liberty. 

Aidmated,  then,  by  a  Tirtnons  and  enlightened 
seal,  let  us  endearor  to  realize  the  Just  expectations 
of  our  constituents ;  and  let  our  proceedings  be 
ohameteiised  by  a  cool  and  deliberate  exertion  of 
the  talents,  fortitude,  and  patriotism  of  the  House, 
as  the  surest  and  best  meana  of  austaining  the  honor, 
and  promoting  the  wel&re  and  hai^iineaR  of  our  be- 
loreaeonntry?' 


DxToapor^  Jokn  Floyd,  luae  Leffler,  Lewli  ICaxweU, 
OhwiM  F.  Hareer,  William  H0C07,  Alenndar  Bmyth,  An* 
draw  StaTWaon,  Jobn  TalUaferro,  Jamea  TniTant. 

JITorA  OarcUtta.—'WSSm  Akton,  Danlal  L.  Baninger,  Jobn 
B.  Bryaa,  Samual  P.  Oaraon,  Henrf  W.  Counar,  John  Col- 
pappar,  Thomaa  Hall,  Oabriel  Holmea,  Joha  Ltwr,  Lemuel 
Bawjar,  A.  B.  Bbapberd,  Daniel  Tnmar,  Lawla  WUUam. 

AmA  OaroWng.  Joba  Garter,  Wartaa  R.  DarU,  WUUam 
Sn^taa,  Jamea  IbmUton,  A.,  OaWBa  HeDuOa,  iniliani  D. 
Ifartlii,  Tbomaa  B.  Mltehall,  WUUam  T.  Kni^olla,  BtarUiig 
Taakar. 

0«»rpto.— John  Ffctjd,  Tomllaaaa  For^  Chariea  B. 
Bafaaa,  Oao.  B  GUmsci  WUsm  Tamfcln,  Wiley  Thompaon, 
[One  Taeanoy.] 

A«>te<]iv.— Blehard  A.  BnAaar,  James  Oa^  Baaif 
Daalal,  Joaapb  Laeompta,  Bobart  P.  Latehar,  OUttaadan 
loroa,  TheouN  IbteaU^  Bobart  HaBattoa,  Thomaa  P. 
Ilooia^  Ckailaa  A.  VldtUft,  Joel  Taneajr.— {One  vaeaney.] 

nnneiMA— Jola  Bell,  John  Bldr,  DaTld  Crockett,  Robert 
Deiha,  Jacob  C  laaacki,  PryoT  Lea,  John  B.  Harabia,  Jamas 
«,  lUtehan,  Jamas  E.  Pelk. 


The  oath  to  support  tiie  Coiistitati<Hi  of  tba 
United  States  was  then  administered  by  lb. 
KswToir,  (the  &ther  <rf  the  Honset)  to  th* 
SpEAKiK,  ftod  then  by  the  Spbaxkb,  noeoirin- 
ly  to  all  the  ICembers  fhun  the  wreral  SUul 

On  motion,  it  was 

BmoML,  wwuMmwiafy,  That  Katthsw  8r.  Qua 
Claxxx,  (aetfc  to  the  late  Honse  of  Hapi  aoamaliwi^ 
be  appidnted  Clerk  to  this  House:  ud  XbaX  Jon 
OswAUi  DiTHV  be  appointed  8eigeant-«t«na  la 
this  House;  that  BnuAHnt  BtmcB  be  appcialad 
OTincipal  Doorkeeper,  and  Onunw  Gamk,  AaiiataM 
Doorkeeper  to  the  same. 

A  message  was  recriTed  from  the  Senate^  by 
Mr.  LowBO,  their  Secretary,  acqtuintiiig  tl» 
Hoose  that  a  qnomm  had  been  fiwmed,  and 
that  the  Senate  was  reedy  to  proceed  to  bia- 
neas. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  oonastiag 
Messrs.  Vav  Rbitbbblabb  and  ETamri',  to 
Join  the  committee  which  had  been  iqipointad 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  qnorams  of  tiie  two  Honaes  hare  nrwifsii 
bled,  and  that  Ooiqpress  are  ready  to 
any  oimmimioatimu  he  may  be  pleaaed  ta 
make. 

The  daily  hoar  to  which  the  Hodbb  dull 
stand  a^foonied,  was  fixed  at  twelve  o*oloak^  TL 


TrasDAT,  Deoember  4. 

Ur.  YAif  BBMeeiLABs,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Prendent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  reported  that  they  had  performed 
that  duty,  and  had  received  for  answer  that 
the  President  woold  make  a  commnoieation  to 
them,  in  writing, 'at  twelve  oVlock  this  day. 

Ur.  John  Adahs,  the  Private  Secretary  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  soon  after  came 
in  with  the  Message.  (See  Senate  Prooeed- 
ioga,  page  467.)  The  Message  was  read,  and 
r^Bned  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
state  of  the  Unkm.     6,000  extn  vi{/m 


OMtL— Mordaeai  Bartlay.  PhflemoB  Baecte,  mohm 
Crel^ton,  Jr.,  Jain  Davenport,  Jamea  FUidlagr,  mflbm 
McLean,  William  BoMsU,  Joha  Sloaaa,  VUttam  PTialfrr 
Joaaph  Tanee,  Bamart  F.  Ttotoo,  EUaha  WUtOasq-.  JUb 
Wooda,  John  C  Wright 

ZouMona.— WUUam  L.  Braat,  flaaty  B.  Oal^.  Biwml 

AddaMAp-Tkemaa  H.  Blake,  JoaatliBB  Jaaalnn  OBvwB. 

Bmith. 

jriMfMffiipl— WOUam  Hala. 
ilUiKrfi.— Joeeph  Doiicaa. 

.ilaftoMa—Oabrlal  P.  Hooie,  John  HeKMi,  Q««|s  B. 
Owen. 

JRMwri-Edward  Bataa. 


DELBOATB& 


^rlwusf  JlwrWory.— [Vaoant] 
JRcMfraa  ram-tionr.— Austin  B  Wlaf, 
Jbrfde  nrrftofy.— Joaivh  M.  WMt% 
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;X>»3AIBBK,  1887.] 


[H.  Mr  R. 


Hbanat  were  ordered  to  be  prioted  for  the  tue 
of  the  Howe. 


WxDnisDAT,  December  5. 

The  late  Mr,  Toung. 

Ur.  WiOEurra  roee,  and  addresBed  the  Chdr 
u  foUows : 

Hr.  Spsaebb  :  I  have  risen  to  propose  the 
reeolati<Hi  which  I  hold  ia  my  hand,  as  s  testi- 
mooy  of  respect  doe  to  my  deoeased  Mend  and 
eo^ugne.  It  may  be  expected  (tf  me  that  X 
ahonld  say  something  in  refteenoe  to  the  char- 
aoter  of  the  man  for  whose  memory  I  ask  of 
tUa  House  an  expresdon  of  their  respeot  To 
those  witii  whom  he  was  aasociated  for  the  last 
two  years,  as  a  member  of  Coogreea,  do  oom- 
mendation  from  me  can  be  neoessary.  It 
was  in  the  walks  of  private  life  I  have  known 
him  longcet  and  beat,  and  it  was  there  his 
-rirtaea  and  osefalness  were  most  ooospiooooa. 
I  more  yon  that  the  House  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Ur.  W.  then  presented  a  rescdntion  for  wear- 
ing the  monming  usual  on  sneh  oooadons,  in 
testimony  of  rm»ect  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  William  S.  Toong;  which  wasiuaidmouB- 
Ij  agreed  to. 

Thubsdat,  Deoember  18. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babbovb  snWtted  the  following 
resolution : 

JUtoIvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  lleans 
be  instnicted  to  inqtdre  into  the  expeoieDcy  of  pro- 
dding by  law  for  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  tb« 
stock  of  the  Banlt  of  the  United  States  which  is  held 
by  the  OoTerament  of  the  UiUted  States,  and  the 
•pplicationfl  of  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  payment 
<H  Uie  public  debt. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Ur.  B.  said,  he 
wished  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  remarks, 
not  with  any  intention  of  now  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  measure  it  proposed,  but  chiefly 
with  the  view  of  drawing  to  it  the  attention 
<^  the  House,  and  especially  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  the  resolution 
must  be  referred.  The  House  were  aware  that 
the  GoTemment  holds  at  this  time  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  sev- 
en millions  of  dollars,  which  stock  was  at  present 
worth  in  market  about  28^^  per  cent,  advance 
aboTe  its  par  value.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
should  now  be  sold  by  the  Government,  it  would 
net  a  profit  of  one  million  and  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  above  the  nominal  amount  of 
the  stock.  Such  being  the  case,  he  thought 
it  deserved  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  prudent  and 
proper  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It 
had  been  sud,  Ur.  B.  observed,  by  one  of  the 
best  writers  on  political  economy  with  whom 
he  was  acquainted,  that  the  pecuniary  affairs 
of  nations  nore  »  doae  analogy  to  those  (tf 


private  households — in  both,  their  prowerity 
mainly  depended  on  a  vigilant  and  effective 
management  of  their  resources.  There  is,  said 
Hr.  B.,  an  amount  of  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
Stotes  now  redeemable,  and  an  amount  of  nine 
millions  more,  which  will  be  redeemable  next 
year.  If  the  interest  by  the  United  Statee 
on  this  debt  is  compared  with  the  dividend  it 
receives  on  its  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  be  found  that  a  small  advantage 
would  be  g^ned  by  the  sale  of  the  latter  in 
this  respect ;  since  tiie  dividends  on  bank  sto<]k 
are  received  semi-annually,  while  the  interest 
on  United  States  securities  is  pud  quarterly ; 
this,  however,  he  waived  as  a  matter  of  com- 

Earativdy  small  moment.  It  must  be  obvioiu^ 
e  said,  that  the  addition  of  one  million  rix 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  available  fonda 
of  the  United  States  will  produce  the  extin- 
guishment  of  an  equivalmt  amount  of  the  pnblio 
debt,  and  conseqnently  relieve  tiie  interest  pay- 
able  thereon,  by  whicu  a  saving  would  aooroe 
of  about  one  hundred  thonsand  ddlars  per 
annum. 

The  rescdntion  was  laid  on  flie  table. 


TbDBSDAT,  December  20. 

Simk<(fike  VnUed  StaUt. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbovb,  of  Yir^nia,  moved  the 
consideration  of  the  following  resolation,  offer- 
ed by  hun  some  days  tonoe^  and  now  Ijing  on 
the  table: 

^^RMoiotd,  That  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  l>e  instmcted  to  inquire  Into  the  expedienoy 
of  providing  by  law  tat  the  sale  of  that  portion  <Xt 
the  BtoclcM  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea  which  is 
held  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stttes,  and 
the  application  of  the  proceeds  thweof  to  the  paj^ 
meat  of  iJie  public  debt." 

The  motion  prev^ed. 

Mr.  Babboub  stud,  that,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  presenting  this  resolution  to 
the  House,  he  had  scoompanied  it  by  some 
general  remarks,  intended  only  to  convey  an 
ontiine  of  those  views  in  which  the  resolution 
was  founded.  Having  since  understood  that 
it  was  desired,  by  many  gentlemen,  Uiat  the 
pdioy  of  the  measure  it  reoommended  shoidd 
oe  discussed' without  delay,  and  presuming  that 
the  opinion  which  the  House  might  express  at 
this  stage  of  its  consideration,  was  to  be 
ceived  as  dednve  of  its  future  destiny,  it  was 
his  purpose  now  to  so  somewhat  more  at  large 
into  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
offer  this  proposition  for  consideration.  But 
before  he  presented  these  views,  he  would  take 
leave  to  make  one  or  two  passiug  remarks 
which  he  owed  in  justice  to  himself.  He  had 
heard  it  pretty  clearly  intimated,  smce  the 
presentation  of  this  resdution— nay,  he  had 
seen  it  so  intimated — that  thia  might  posribly 
be  what  was  denominated  a  meaanre  (rf  the 
ofpodtion  in  thia  House.    Some  mMgvm 
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T<^oea  had  reached  his  ear,  which  seemed  to 
implj  that,  in  brin^g  forward  this  proposi- 
tioQ,  he  had  been  mflnenoed  hy  some  motive, 
and  had  cheridied  some  pnrpose,  other  than 
those  which  had  been  avowed ;  and  that  the 
measure  he  adrooated.  was  itself  the  result  of 
eonoert,  and  of  an  nnderstaoding  among  those 
who  were  denominated  the  opporiticm  mem- 
bers. It  was  bat  an  act  of  nwer  jortice  to 
himself  to  declare,  that,  while  on  every  proper 
occasion,  in  relation  to  meaaares  wMch  might 
be  viewed  as  affecting  what  were  called  party 
politaos,  he  should  openly,  frankly,  and  fear- 
lessly, express  the  opiniiwa  which  he  really 
entertained,  and  shomd,  as  openly,  as  frankly, 
and  as  fearlessly,  porsoe  his  convictions,  whether 
tbey  did  or  did  not  coincide  with  those  of 
others.  It  never  had  been  a  part  of  his  char- 
acter, or  his  course,  and  it  never  should  be,  to 
utproaofa  any  object  he  had  in  view  1^  in- 
direoticHi ;  hu  motivea  he  wotild  openly  avow ; 
the  opiid<»u  he  held  h«  wonM  frankly  express ; 
what  he  did  he  would  ever  do  in  open  day ; 
ke  trusted  he  never  should  learn,  as  he  had 
not  hitherto  learned,  the  by-paths  of  either 
moral  or  political  obliquity.  He  disdained  to 
be  inflnenced  by  considerations  which  he  was 
ashamed  to  avow.  He  despised  the  idea  of 
getting  at  the  olyeet  he  might  have  in  view,  in 
'  any  way  bat  by  meeting  it  in  the  face,  and 
stating  his  opinions  or  his  purpose  jast  as  it 
reaUy  was.  Under  the  influence  of  such  feel- 
ings, he  now  utterly  and  positively  disdaimed 
any  such  motive,  porpoee,  oonoert,  or  tmder- 
rtandiiur,  as  that  which  had  been  attribnted  to 
Idm.  So  ftr  was  he  fttm  titia,  that,  as  far  as 
he  had  received  any  intimation  of  the  opinion 
of  those  gentlemen,  with  whose  general  pcAitj- 
oal  principles  he  agreed,  as  to  the  propodtion 
he  was  about  to  offer,  he  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  opposed  to  it  It  was  no  more 
than  justice  to  himself  to  say,  that  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  be  it  right  or 
wrong,  whether  salutary  or  pemioioua  in  its 
tendency,  was  the  o&pring  of  bis  own  mind. 
He  had  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than 
half  a  dozen  of  his  friends,  and  out  of  this 
nmnber  two  disapproved  of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  indeed, 
■aid  Mr.  if  a  member  of  this  House  might 
Bot  in  the  integri^  oi  hia  heart,  rise  in  his 
plaoe.  and  offer  Ibr  consideration  a  measure 
which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  pnblto  weal, 
without  having  all  that  hes^d  and  did  im- 
puted to  some  hidden  motive,  and  referred  to 
some  secret  purpose  which  was  never  present- 
ed to  t^e  public  eye.  He  again  solemnly  dis- 
claimed all  such  motives,  and  every  such  pur- 
pose. To  what  he  had  already  said,  he  would 
go  BO  far  as  to  add,  that,  even  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  there  was  an  allusion  to  the  very 
•abject  which  he  had  brought  forward. 

It  will  not  he  denied  by  me,  said  Jit.  B., 
tliit  a  state  of  oironrastanoes  might  be  oon- 
fl>lT«d  to  exlatt  in  which  an  attu^  to  aell  tUa 


amount  of  United  States  bank  stock  woiU  k 
productive  of  very  conriderable  dmpreaaam  a 
Its  market  price.   But  the  question  now  to  be 
considered  by  the  House  is  not  what  aa^ 
happen  under  a  ^ven  poeture  of  oodoot^ 
circumstances,  but  what  is  like^  to  IwppCB  ■ 
the  aotaally  existing  state  of  things,   lie  ob^ 
ground  of  swdi  depresnw,  if  any,  mnst  be  tlw 
Utfge  increase  <tf  mpply,  while  tfae  ause  d*- 
mand,  and  no  more,  continues  to  ezistw  8mek 
a  state  ofNhings  would  impinge  upon  the  gen- 
eral principle  I  first  stated,  by  slteriBg  Ae 
proportion  between  demand  and  mpjdy.  BiS 
no  suoh  state  of  tbings  will  exist,  alioQld  tbs 
present  proportion  prevail;  for  there  is,  and 
naa  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  a  dim^nA- 
ed  quanti^  of  Oovemment  stock  to  be  aoli^ 
and  an  increased  amount  of  means  to  boy 
both  occasioned  by  one  and  the  same  caa^ 
namely :  the  paying  off  of  large  portions  «f 
the  pnUio  debt  by  the  ndempwnk  of  UnM 
States  stock. 

During  the  year  1826,  we  pMd  of  the  prino- 
pal  of  the  puUio  debt  more  tiiso  sovvn  and  a 
half  millions;  in  1826,  more  than  seven  nnt- 
lions ;  uid  daring  the  present  year,  1627,  «t 
sh^  have  paid  more  than  six  eaui  a  half  mit 
lioofi  more ;  making  in  all  an  amount  of  twaOf- 
one  and  abont  a  quarter  millions.     The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  however,  informs  na  ia 
his  report,  that  five  millions  of  this  debt  ba> 
been  paid  by  the  issue  of  a  new  stoc^.    It  will 
therefore  be  proper  to  deduct  this;  and  Ihb 
result  wUl  be,  that,  in  these  three  yesra,  then 
have  been  actually  p^d  off  more  than  sixteea 
millions  of  the  public  debt.   To  this  let  laa 
add,  that,  according  to  the  statements  relathe 
to  tne  nnking  fund,  and  the  present  condition 
of  the  fimdw  deb^  there  wul  be  paid,  in  the 
year  1828,  seven  millions  more;  and  in  the 
years  1829  and  1880,  an  amount  even  beyond 
this,  (being  enlarged  by  the  increased  actirily  of 
the  sinking  fund,  from  the  circumstance  of  a 
large  amount  now  devoted  to  ihterest  becoming 
applicable  to  the  principal  of  the  debt.)  Beck- 
oning, then,  that,  dnrmg  the  years  18S5,  'fl. 
and  '7,  sixteen  millions  have  been  pud,  and 
that,  in  1827,  '8,  and  %  twenty-one  milli<ffii 
more  will  have  been  paid,  here  will  have  been 
an  amount  of  thirty-seven  nulUona  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States  paid  <^  in  rix 
years. 

Have  an^  violent  sbooks  been  produced  by 
this  operation  ?  Has  any  derangement  result- 
ed  in  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Has  United  States  stock  fiallent  I  ap- 
prehend  not.  And  why(  For  tiie  reason  I 
have  stated,  and  which  I  now  apply  to  the 
proposition  before  us,  and  from  which  very 
extensive  consequences  necessarily  foltow,  going 
to  show  that  tihe  effect  of  the  payment  of  tkj 
large  amounts  of  the  public  debt  is  not  to 
diminish,  but  to  increase^  the  price  of  the  no- 
due.  "When,  in  the  British  Government,  their 
ricking  fimd  waa  established,  in  the  yeir  178^ 
it  was  neld  noooMaiy  to  flxsmaiiDnm  Jbriti 
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operation,  lest  too  great  an  amoant  of  money 
snonld  thereby  be  thrown  into  the  market. 
Tt  will  be  my  endeavor  to  show  that,  with  us 
a3  with  them,  the  effect  of  paying  off  the  debt 
produces  tax  abaodance  of  money,  and  therein 
aji  abundance  of  the  means  of  parchasing  the 
l>ank   Btock  which  the  same  operation  baa 
tlirown  into  the  market.   While  the  former 
owners  of  the  public  stock  have  in  their  hands 
xnonej  which  seeks  investment,  the  rale  of  the 
l>ank  Btock  will  flimiah  an  adiniratde  mode  by 
'Which  this  ma^  be  aceomplished.  Ap^ing 
tiie  principle  with  which  he  set  oat,  Ifr.  B.  re- 
marked that  it  wonld  he  apparmt  that,  if  any 
depression  was  to  result,  it  woold  rMher  be 
prodaced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  than 
Dy  exchanging  it  for  bank  stock.   By  redeem- 
ing the  national  stock,  money,  which  was  be- 
fore safely  invested,  ia  thrown  into  the  market, 
and  naturally  seeks  some  new  Employment 
"Sow,  I  propose,  said  Mr.  B.,  while  thia  is  done, 
to  carry  into  the  market  an  eqnal  amonnt  of 
stock  in  which  that  money  may  be  invested 
again.    Do  gentlemen  apprehend  a  depression 
in  th6  price  of  stock  f   Why  ?  Becaoeie,  say 
they,  there  will  be  too  large  an  amonnt  of  it 
for  the  money  which  is  prepared  to  be  in- 
Tested  in  it   Bat  my  proposition,  to  its  whole 
extent,  goes  to  pay  off  so  macb  of  the  pablic 
debt,  and  thereby  to  furnish  the  means  of  pnr- 
ohasing — in  addition  to  which,  seven  ions 
more  will  be  derived  next  year  frora  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sinking  fund.   The  oonoluaion,  ^m 
a  view  of  these  facts,  would  seem  to  me  to  be, 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  a  depression 
can  be  produced  in  the  price  of  bank  stock  by 
an  operation  which,  while  it  exposes  that  stock 
to  sale,  supplies,  at  the  same  time,  the  means 
and  the  indacements  for  parchasing  it 

Ur.  Babnbt  next  rose.  He  aai^  when  it  is 
neollected  that  the  resolation  now  under  oon- 
rideradon  aflfects  an  institatlon,  whose  cwital 
(tf  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  Is  naed  as 
a  circolating  medium  among  the  respective 
States,  and  between  these  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  it  cannot  create  surprise  that 
a  universal  panic  should  pervade  our  commer- 
cial cities ;  for,  until  this  question  is  decided, 
IJalted  States  bank  stock  is  valueless  as  a  means 
of  remittance,  more  especially  to  Great  Britain, 
where,  aa  exchange  flaotuates,  large  portioos 
of  it  are  frequently  transferred.   The  argu- 
ment, based  on  the  supposed  profit  to  be  real- 
ized from  this  aale,  will  be  found  to  resemble 
■tatnes  of  marble  resting  on  pedestals  of  ic»— 
the  moment  it  is  ascertained  tJiat  the  Govem- 
m«nt  bos  dissolved  Its  eonnection  with  tiiis 
natjonsl  institution,  by  the  transfer  of  ita  stock, 
it  is  perfectly  immaterial  what  amoant  of  capi- 
tal nay  be  set  afloat  by  the  extinction  of  the 
pnbllc  debt — that  confidence  which  we  shall 
hare  withdrawn  from  it,  will  pervade  all 
monef  lenders,  and,  before  a  sale  of  one  share 
can  be  effected,  the  market  price  will  fall  to 
par.  Tbe  honorable  mover  of  this  reaolatioa 
fiflikl]rir(nn,that  he  waa  origtnilly  qKMwed 
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to  the  charter;  and  that  he  still  continues 
hostile  to  its  renewal;  if  hia  proposition  is 
adopted,  will  it  not  be  fdrly  inferred,  that  the 
policy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  stock,  is 
to  be  muntuned  by  a  refaaal  to  renew  the 
charter,  and,  consequently,  the  value  which  tbe 
stock  in  the  market  derived  from  an  impression 
that  the  Government,  having  an  interest  in  ita 
prosperity,  will  be  fiivorable  to  a  prolongation 
of  its  existence,  oeases-  the  moment  that  side  is 
decided  on.  It  ia  asserted  tiiat,  at  the  pres- 
ent selling  price  d  stodb^  momj  rwdlr  pro- 
duces bat  H  pw  cent,  per  ammm :  adnot  tills 
porition,  and  then  United  States  bank  stock, 
producing  6  per  cent  on  its  cost  of  $100,  onriit 
not  to  be  sold  under  $180  per  share.  Hr.  B.*s 
impressions  were,  that  as  it  ia  desirable  to  pay 
0%  forthwith,  the  loans  paying  6  per  cent 
intoreet,  the  amount,  conseqnenuy,  can  readily 
be  obtained  at  4^  per  cent  As  the  bank 
divides  six  per  cent.,  a  aale  of  its  atook  under 
$188^  per  share,  woiud  be  so  much  lost  in  its 
real  value.  Mr.  B.  here  asked  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  nation  required  any  extraordinary  ^rt 
to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  the  amount  of 
which  was  nominally  87  inUU(m&  in  reality  bnt 
47f  For  this  identical  7  ndllians  frf  bank 
stock,  which  we  h<M  in  exchange  toe  7  mil- 
lions 6  per  cents  issued  to  tbe  bank,  is  a  set  off 
agunst  that  portion  of  the  debt  And  18  mil- 
lions 8  per  oent&  fwhich  under  no  dream* 
stances,  was  it  probable  the  Government  would 
pay  off^  while  a  single  internal  improvement 
remained  unexecuted,  or  any  taxea  were  levied 
upon  the  people,)  there  remains  bnt  47  millions 
to  be  discnai^ed,  which,  by  tbe  regular  op^rar 
tion  of  the  sinking  fund,  woold  be  extingnish- 
ed  in  less  than  seven  years ;  and,  it  ia  not  de- 
sirable to  the  creditors  of  the  nation,  or  to  the 
nation  itself  that  it  aboold  be  pm  off  num 
rapidly. 

Mr.  HoDumB,  COuurman  of  tiko  Oommittes 
oi  Ways  and  Means,  exprsssed  his  thsnks  to 

the  gentieman  from  vlrgmia  for  his  fairness,  in 
proposing  thb  modification.  He  thonght  with 
the  ^ntleman  who  had  preceded  him,  that  it 
was  important  the  question  should  be  decided 
on  ita  merits,  and  all-important  that  it  shoold 
be  decided  as  soon  as  possible.  He  thon^t 
that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of  the  question,  the  gen- 
tieman from  Virginia,  in  laying  down  hia  prem- 
ises, had  overlooked  the  well-established  prin- 
ciple that,  even  in  individual  competition^ 
where  a  market  is  more  than  supplied  with 
any  f^ven  commodity,  the  price  of  that  com- 
modity alwaya  fsUa  in  proportion  to  the  exoess 
of  the  supply*  H«  had  clearly  shown  that 
there  existed  a  snrplas  capital  in  the  United 
States,  frora  the  Government  having  p^d  off 
aixteen  millions  of  the  public  debt  This  very 
surplus  of  money  in  market,  Mr.  MoD.  argued, 
entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the 
market  the  stock  would  not  bring  its  par  value. 
As  to  uie  fact  demonstrated  by  the  gentlflman*s 
oalculaticMu,  that  the  real  vaiue  of  numey  in 
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tiie  United  States  is  at  present  not  more  thui 
three  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  it  had  no  hewing 
at  all  (m  tiie  present  qnesti(ni.  Wheneyer  the 
Government  comes  into  the  market^  all  the 
prindplea  reealting  from  the  leUtiTe  state  of 
aem&nd  and  anpply,  opiate  with  ten  fold 
power.  The  GoTemment  is  a  mammoth  seller 
or  a  mammoth  bnjer.  When  the  Govemment 
oomes  into  the  market  as  a  buyer,  it  rfuses  the 

r'ce  of  stock  beyond  all  proportloo,  a3,  when 
oomes  in  as  a  seller  it  depresses  it  beyond 
proportion.  It  was  upon  this  principle,  ^at 
thongh  money  be  actiuilly  worth,  as  the  gen- 
tleman says,  only  three  and  a  half  per  cent, 
the  Government  when  it  passed  a  law  to  ex- 
change its  six  per  cent.  atocK  for  a  stock  of  five 
per  oeat,  irredeemable  at  a  latw  pttiod,  oonld 
not  ^t  it ;  whilst,  if  the  Government  were  to 
go  into  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  the 
whole  sixteen  milliona  it  has  paid  oft,  the  stock 
it  would  issue,  would,  in  two  days*  time,  be  at 
^ht  or  ten  per  cent  advance. 

MX.  UoD.  said  that  it  was,  therefore,  always 
to  be  r^retted  that  Govemment  should  come 
into  market,  becanae  its  presence  there  invol- 
nntanly  produced  a  peat  ^foot  nprai  the  mar- 
ket in  every  way. 

Mr.  IfoD.  then  made  some  statements  to 
ahow  that  refined  arithmetical  calculations 
were  not  proper  data  in  all  cases  to  legislate 
upon.  He  presumed  that  it  would  be  admitted 
aa  a  general  WHKintaon,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  tiie  United  States  is  oertunly  worOi 
as  much  to  Government  as  it  is  to  individnals. 
To  the  latter,  its  Talae,  regulated  upon  prin- 
oiples  which  cannot  err,  is  now  twenty-uiree 
per  cent,  above  par.  If  it  is  of  that  value  to 
individnals,  it  is,  upon  the  same  principle,  of 
the  same  value  to  Government.  Why  ?  The 
Govemment  receives  six  per  cent,  interest  upon 
the  stock  in  the  bank,  whilst  it  pays  only  five 
per  cent  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own  stock. 
The  difi'erence,  therefore,  is  one  per  cent,  or, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  its  interest  in  the  bank, 
•eren^  thonsand  dollars  per  annum  clear  profit, 
beddes  its  interest  in  the  balance,  which  the 
bank  always  reserves  to  meet  ooutingencies. 
Zl^  then,  yon  sell  your  stock  in  the  bank,  sup- 
posing yon  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market 
price,  yon  make  according  to  uie  gentleman's 
oaloul^on,  a  present  gun  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thonsand  dollars,  whilst  you  annihi- 
late a  ct^itaL  which  will  produce  to  the  end  of 
time,  if  the  bank  continues  to  exist,  a  revenue 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  a  year.  But,  so  far 
firom  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  stock  at  the 
present  advanced  price  in  the  market,  Mr.  Mo- 
D.  believed,  that,  if  this  resolution  were  now  to 
pass,  the  stock  of  the  bank  would  be  at  once 
reduced  to  par,  in  the  market,  upon  mere  pe- 
onniaiy  oalcnlatimis :  And  why?  Mr.  McD. 
here  entered  into  caloniataons  to  show  the  ef- 
fect, npon  the  valne  of  the  stock,  from  any  in- 
timation of  a  dispontion  on  the  part  of  the 
Govemment  to  restrict  its  existence  to  the  du- 
fatum  itf  its  present  diarter,  and  traced  its 


present  high  price  in  the  market  to  the  general 
confidence  that  the  charter  would  be  mmtiiHiedL 
Hie  effect  of  bringing  Government  aliares 
into  maricet,  Mr.  MxS>.  resumed,  would  be  to 
rednoe  the^riee  (tf  the  stodk  to  par,  if  not  be- 
low par.  What,  then,  would  be  the  effect  «f 
this  measure  t 

We  sell  oar  stock  at  par,  sud  fae :  do  w« 
enable  onrselves,  by  doing  so,  to  i>ay  oS,  as  the 

fentleman  snposes,  any  portion  of  the  national 
ebtf  No:  for  the  seven  millions  we  should 
receive  for  our  bank  stock  would  only  go  to 
pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  sevea 
millions  we  owe  for  that  stock.  The  only  op- 
eration which  would  really  and  effectually  ex- 
tinguish any  portion  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
StiSeiL  womabeaaaleattliepro&ttfoneinil* 
lion  BIZ  hundred  thcmsand  doUars,  wbieh  tha 
gentleman  calculates  npon,  under  the  erroneous 
notion  OuA  so  lai^  a  portim  of  stock  would 
command  the  present  market  price.  But,  if 
we  sell  the  stock  at  its  par  value,  as  Mr.  MoD. 
had  assumed  that  we  should  do  if  we  sell  at  all, 
then,  instead  of  Raining  the  sum  calculated,  we 
shoold  actoally  lose  the  identical  sum  of  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  For  the 
gentleman  had  himself  shown  that  the  stock 
was  now  worth  twenty-three  per  cent  above 
par :  and  if  it  were  so  disposed  o^  as  to  yield 
only  its  value  at  par,  the  difference  would  oer- 
tainly  be  lost  to  uie  United  States. 

Mr.  Deaytok  then  rose,  and  expressed  great 
reluctance  to  trouble  the  House,  whicn  he 
should  not  bare  done,  had  a  few  of  the  object 
tions  to  ihe  proposed  measnre,  which  he  con- 
sidered of  the  most  weight,  been  advanced  hj 
either  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him. 
He  agreed  that  the  question  was  one  of  great 
importance,  and  that  it  should  be  speedily  dis- 
posedof.  Theargumentsofthehonorablemow 
of  the  resolution  were  certainly  very  ingenious; 
bat  he  had  not  adverted  to  what  be  thon^t 
ought  to  be  the  primary  consideration  in  a  £s- 
oussion  of  this  nature,  and  one  which  was  of 
much  greater  consequence  than  anj  otwsidnft- 
tion  merely  pecuniary. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled  was,  whether  or 
tto  the  proposed  scheme  would  redomid  to  the  pe- 
cuniary advantage  of  the  United  States  1  That 
it  would  do  so,  constituted,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
only  argument  of  the  mover ;  and,  if  such  were 
the  case,  and  there  ensted  no  countervailing 
objection,  the  measure  should  doubtless  be 
adopted.  But  i^  on  the  contrary,  it  should 
appear  that  the  plan  was  attended  with  no  pe- 
cuniary advanta^  whatever,  then,  the  honw- 
able  member  himself  would  confess  that  it 
ought  to  be  r^ected.  The  gentieman  had 
m^e  some  calcmations  <^  profit,  which  seemed 
to  him,  to  be  sure,  veiy  plun ;  but  it  would  be 
found,  on  examination,  that,  instead  d  profit 
the  reverse  woold  ensue.  The  present  valoe 
of  money  is  four  per  cent  The  Government 
can  obtun  whatever  amount  it  wants,  at  thia 
rate  of  interest  Be  did  not  rely  upon  the  fiaet 
that  Government  could  get  money  at  a  cheaper 
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rate  than  ot-tera;  but  Cannl  C^nDpaoles  bad 
actually  issued  atnck  bt  4|  por  centum,  and  tbe 
pTemium  on  that  stock  reduced  tlie  real  inter- 
est to  4  per  ccnluni.   Tlii.';,  th«D,  Ilo  ashamed  as 
the  interi??it  nt  tvliit'h  money  i:oiild  ba  burrowed, 
"wliere  the  acpurity  was  ^jotnt.    Nijw,  if  the 
Oovernnx^lit  receivi'd,  at  this  {lerioil,  sii  per 
cent,  on  its  atook  in  the  bank^  it  ^ot  an  interest 
exceeding  tlie  commou  rato  b/  precisely  GO  per 
cent.    Aiij"  otbcr  itLTeatmuit  of  ito  fands  would 
Inrmg  ouly  four  per  oent.   Thu  iHriDga  nx,  so 
that  tho  Qovenuaeut  nts  Hie  oomnum  iatenst 
ctf  mon«j  OD  OM  babdred  and  fift^  dollara,  for 
eTery  hundred  dollara  It  hu  invosted  in  tjiia 
stock,        aelling,  the  GoTemrasnt  woold  loae 
the  difference  between  twenty-three  dallara 
and  fifl/  dollars  on  evi-'ry  hundred,  auppouog 
the  Btook  to  remnin  at  ita  T'fCij^nt  advance,  bo 
that,  adrcittiiig  thu  piil>li*Lt  faitti  not  tu  be  at  all 
ifTnifew  by  tEi(3  i^ale,  f^till  a  ^rtatur  btTi&lit  "w^ould 
be  realizcMl,  by  coDtirLaiiig  to  bold  it  But 
there  caald  he  no  doubt  that  a  very  great  da- 
preerion  would  be  prodooed  by  the  sa^n  of  .leren 
mUlion?  «r  thie  stock.   Tli«  Iwnor&bb  m«mb«r 
froin  Virgiiiift  i^i  dut  priiw  dapeuds,  in  alt 
eases,  on  the  prDportitm  betwaen  snpply  and 
demand.  Tlje  priii^pls,  wtth  some  limltataon, 
is,  no  duubt,  cc  ^^^^ct;  bat  that  is  not  the  qoes* 
tion  before  tbe  House.   The  daertioa  for  as  to 
weigh,  said  Hr.  MoD..  is^  wbetherasteok  wbioh 
now  sella  at  one  handred  and  twenty-three  per 
cent,  in  confle(inciiice  of  the  confideuca  rhat  the 
QoTemUD^at  wtU  coiLtinne  to  be  a  atockhold&r, 
wonld  remain  nt  that  rate  whon  it  wiu;  known 
that  GKJvemmeDt  would  not  bo  continue.  If 
that  is  the  CUU50  of  the  present  hiph  prici.\  tftkg 
away  the  cause,  and  the  liitock  must  fall.  How- 
low  it  irooldMl,  ooold  not  eawttly  betnovn; 
it  nugbt  &11  to  par— even  Inlow  tt.  Xha  wd- 
aaqneoo*  of  this  voold  b«  to  dcpciTa  the  Qot- 
eramait  irf  a  gnat  uooaot  of  moii«y,  on  wbicih 
U  nowTUlisu  twen^-threo  pur  cent..  Had  by 
which  it  might  pay  a  debt  of  ei^ht  millions,  by 
an  adrUBce  of  only  &\z  and  a  half  millions.  It 
was  perfi»;tl/  well  knoirii,  that  whan  onee  pob- 
lio  cOQ^dcnoe  in  any  moneyed  inatitction  is 
shaken,  the  eonsoqnent  dtiprc^siun  is  not  gov- 
erned by  a  Battled  mfltbematicAl  rulOj  but  by 
the  feeling  and  fears  of  t]nj  bolderfi,  and  it  not 
nnfreqaeutJy  happened,  that,  by  such  a  panic, 
the  stock  which  had  btfctfe  ben  the  highest 
aotoallr  bewoa  the  lowest  ta  nurket.  Hr. 
D,       that  ho  ti^Qgbt  IkO  bad  tatidhetorily 
ihown,  that  QonnuMiiit  would  not  he  a  gain- 
tt,  bntfWT  pnllably  «  loser,  by  the  operntion 
now  prij^niiea.   Bat  it  oo^ht  to  be  demonstra- 
bly certain,  that  some  gain  will  result,  liefore 
we  wecit  into  a  moneyed  operation  of  such 
ma^tuda  and  extent.    Wbnt  pos^iible  combi* 
naboD  of  circcinataufiad  could  Lave  a  sfrou^er 
effect  iu  depras^sing  tlie  price  of  any  public  ue- 
oeri^,  than  that  Uta  Govuminent,  within  u:iy 
known  or  osK-risiUle  cause,  aheuJd  suddenly 
withdraw  all  ii-^  intercHt  in  it.  UvwastuMK* 
cr  esse  than  had  ever  eziaCed. 


and  loes  did  Dot  constitute  the  etrongeat  objeO' 
tion  Xo  the  meatture  proposed.  It  waa  a  matter 
of  far  more  oonMqiience  that  the  character  of 
a  nation  for  fiddity  to  if^  contract-s  (-.T|tr«8S  or 
irapHcd,  should  be  sacredly  praaerved,  than 
tliut  it  ^hiHild  p:;in  uiiy  pecuniary  amount  what- 
ever. He  should  not  apply  the  strict  rulea  of 
ethics^  or  the  doctrines  of  a  common  law^  to  a 
case  like  this,  but  merely  the  roles  of  common 
Bailee  and  cummon  hones^.  When  the  durtar 
was  giveD,  and  the  OoTemmant  aeraad  to  take 
seren  milUona  {whioh  was  oiiHilM  «tf  AW' 
stock,  to  nooiTO  a  biuma  of  ffltfrta^iBidm 
thoBBSDddoDvB,  to  require  an  aDutial  statement 
of  Mooimts,  to  obtain  veryvaluable  facilities  in 
the  transmission  and  eichange  of  ita  fundi),  and 
bare  all  the  dcttu  of  twenty-four  Gommission.- 
ers  of  Loans  performed  grnti;),  it  was  mrt'ly  by  no 
tnetuis  a  straini;d,  but  on  the  rimtr.iry,  a  ^(  cea■^ 
sary  and  incontrovertLble  conchislmi,  itjcil:  the 
GoTernment  was  nevtr  to  place  ihat  irKHtimtion 
in  a  wor&e  Eitnation  than  whan  Ita  charter  iraa 
granted.  It  was  nnder  this  Impression,  founded 
on  the  matuaL  advantsces  derived  from  the 
rangcmeqt,  bo&  to  tho  buk^  Mid  to  tiie  Qof* 
ermnent,  that  the  stook  had  riwi  to  Ita  prawmt 
prioe.  If  now  the  Govenintent  ehall,  by  Its  sot, 
shake  the  public  confidence  iu  this  iDstitntiD% 
it  will  virtuaUy  violate  its  plia4c^  for 
tho  problemstiul  and  donbtMpqfOWdigin* 
itig  A  trUUnft  wn  (if  moosr. 


TEnur,  Deoember  21. 

TTniUd  StaU»  Bani, 

Mr.  BiJBBonB'fl  resolution  for  instnicting  the 
OoDUDittee  of  Ways  asd  Means  to  naort  ahiO, 
anthorixing  the  ai^  of  the  seres.  milllonB  of  the 
Unitod  fitataa  Baook  liiiaklii^  by  the  tJnited 
States,  WAS  tak«a  up. 

Mr^  Qomui  sua,  the  qneetion  now  bafln* 
the  Hoaaa  had  been  offered  and  disonssed  hf 
the  morer  msinly,  if  not  eolely,  on  prindples 
of  mere  flnaaoe.  It  had  been  arvu^  as  a  ques- 
tion of  money-^f  u^tidDal  profit  and  loss.  If 
t)tis  were  all^  it  mi^ht  soon  be  settled.  But 
as  it  appeared  not  improbable^  this  mution  was 
wuin.rti?d  with  deeper  and  ulterior  purposes 
and  viaw^  of  a  political  kind,  it  ought  to  bo 
sffttled  sml  MNHter.  If  there  vas  someithiiia 
mmbeUndj  if  Anypupose  was  oberishedal 
maklDa  the  pHaeofc  peanittA^  wopoBtiaa  a 
mere  inbo4oeMaB  a  ifjrabam  «  raaaiana  la 
relation  to  ^  oonBaotion  of  Ocfrnnam^.'tiJ^ 
the  Nationdd  Buk,  then  the  ao«i«r  a«fik  A 
poi^e  and  syBtem  were  met  the  bettdr< 

The  gentlorann  had.  it  was  trne,  adroeated 
the  Hale  of  this  stacV  solely  a  flacal  operation ; 
but,  from  hia  acqunlntanoo  with  that  hanorsbla 
^entlftnan'^  character,  opiuioas.,  and  provioos 
political  courrfo.  lie  could  not  hut  be  atrougly 
inclioud  to  rh'(Tik,  tlmt  tho  present  mearturu  had 
Enor»  of  a  potiticul,  tlian  a  financial  aspect,  and 
looked  toward  a  complete  separation  of  the 
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abolition  of  that  institatica.  As,  however,  th« 
qnesUon  had  been  put  on  mere  fiscal  grotmds, 
he  would  aak  the  attention  of  the  House,  whOe 
he  aSend  hia  vtows  of  it  aa  a  meaanre  of  pure 
finance. 

■  Hie  honorable  mover  of  the  resolntion  foond- 
ed  hia  argnment  on  the  fact,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  present  in 
the  market,  at  an  advance  of  per  cent.,  and 
he  propoaed  to  go  into  the  market  with  the 
whde  amount  of  the  stock  held  b;  the  Oovem- 
ment,  ez}>ecting  to  sell  it  at  that  price,  wherevar 
tiw  reqnidte  capital  is  to  be  found. 

In  cvder  to  judge  the  probability  of  hit  b^g 
able  to  do  thia,  it  vaa  Deceaaary  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  were  the  demcuts  wluoh 
•ntered  into  tnia  advanced  price  of  the  stock  ? 

The  gentleman  had  oompared  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  Bank  with  that  of  the  stocks 
isBued  by  Government  for  the  payment  of  the 
poblic  debt,  and  which  bore  the  respective  in- 
terests of  three,  four,  and  five  per  cent.,  and  in 
this  compuisoQ  gone  on  the  assumption  that 
the  stock  of  the  Bank,  at  the  winding  up  of  its 
present  charter,  woTild  be  worth  its  par  value. 

Mr.  G.  granted  that,  daring  the  continuance 
of  the  chwter,  so  long  as  all  the  operations  oi 
th«  bank  proceeded  m  tiuai  rwolar  oonrse, 
ihia  bads  of  compariaon  waa  a  mr  one.  But 
it  at  the  expiration  of  the  limit  of  the  present 
(barter,  the  concerns  of  that  insUtntion  must 
be  finaUy  conduded,  it  was  wboUj  unfair  and 
fallacious.  Did  the  gmtleman  really  believe, 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  eight  years,  (should  the 
charter  end,  and  not  be  renewed,)  Uie  holders 
of  its  stock  woold  get  the  money  for  it!  This 
was,  indeed,  the  case  with  the  Government 
■toau ;  aa  soon  aa  the  period  at  which  they 
were  redeemi^le  arriTeo,  the  holders  received 
in  cash,  at  the  Treasury,  the  full  par  value  of 
whatever  amount  they  might  hold.  Bnt,  when 
the  vast  oonoema  of  such  an  institntion  aa  the 
Nataonal  Bank  irere  to  be  wound  up,  a  very 
different  state  of  things  ocomred.  There 
woold  be,  to  be  sore,  a  contingent  ftmd  for  the 
payment  of  a  stook ;  but  of  what  would  it  con- 
sist! Of  cash  I  Farfiromit: — of  debt^  diiefly 
bad,  of  propOTty,  in  short,  of  all  sorts  of  shapes, 
and  which  would  require  a  board  of  truatees  to 
aettle  it,  after  the  buik  bad  oeased  its  legal  ex- 
tstoice.  Long  before  snob  a  bank  reached  the 
md  of  its  charter,  it  must  prepare  for  that  event ; 
St  must  curtail,  and  gradually  terminate  entirely, 
aU  ita  disoonnts,  months  before  that  time :  and 
would  its  stock  feel  nothing  of  the  effects  of 
mch  a  state  of  thinosw  Whaa  the  dd  bank  vx- 
.  tared,  were  ita  stoeuioldera  instantly  piUdt  So 
sur  from  thla,  it  waa  ten  years  after  before  the 
final  dividend  was  dedared.  And  would  any 
gentleman  tell  him  that  the  stock  of  such  an 
expiring  institution,  was  as  good  as  stock  on 
which  the  holder  waa  sore  to  receive  the  par 
value  in  cash  the  moment  it  was  redeemable  1 
True,  the  property,  of  every  kind,  held  by  a 
bank,  bdonged  to  the  proprietors  of  the  stock ; 
doabtiesa  it  waa  theira  of  ri^;  bnt  it  waa 


theirs,  in  fact,  only  when  it  oonld  be  ooOeetad: 
and  experience  proved  that,  at  the  winding  m, 
there  alwaya  occurred  a  great  loes  upon  it,  tf 
not  in  mon^,  at  least  in  time,  which,  to  most 
stockholders,  waa  the  same  thing.  It  usually 
proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant.  And  m 
well  was  this  understood,  that,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  charter  oS  the  old  United  Statea 
Bank  was  not  to  he  renewed,  its  stock,  which 
had  stood  as  high  as  140  per  centum,  fell  to  90 
per  centum  in  market.  As  to  the  conditioa  ai 
tibe  present  buikf  Kr.  G.  said  it  waa  impoenfala 
he  diould  know  than :  bat  one  thing  he  ^ 
know,  and  so  did  everybody  else,  that  great 
miananagranent  ita  owicema  bad  at  on«  tina 
taken  plaee,  and  great  losaea  had  cMsaqaeiitly 
been  sustained.  How  such  an  amount  of  Ioib 
had  been  covered  up,  so  as  to  admit  of  tha 

E resent  dividends,  he  knew  not ;  bnt  for  one. 
e  was  inclined  to  bdieve  that  thoee  losses  bad 
not,  to  this  day,  been  recovered  from,  and  tiut, 
on  examination,  it  would  be  foun'd  there  waa 
still  a  deficit  in  the  f^ds  of  the  Bank. 

From  what  he  had  stated,  he  thought  it  most 
appear  that  the  present  dividends  made  by  the 
Bank  did  not  constitute  the  only  element  ai  the 
price  its  stook  at  present  hdd ;  but  that  there 
waa  mother,  ana  a  very  important  element 
that  entered  largely  into  it,  viz.,  tiie  expeatatim 
that  tiie  concerns  of  the  Bank  would  oontinoe 
to  go  on,  and  that,  when  the  present  chartor 
should  expire,  the  institution  would  still  be 
continued  under  a  new  one.  This  was  the  gen- 
eral expectation  of  aU  who  held  its  stock,  of  aU 
who  bought  it.  And  why  should  they  not, 
sud  Mr.  G.,  expect  this  at  yonr  han^  !  Have 
you  done  nothing  to  create  such  an  expecta- 
tion f  To  answer  this  question,  let  us  look  for 
a  moment  at  the  past  history  of  this  institu- 
ti<Hi.  You  have  done,  and  you  have  ondone; 
you  have  built  up,  and  you  have  pnBed  down; 
you  have  made  experiments  <m  the  want  and 
mi  the  poaaesdon  of  sudi  a  tUno,  imtil  at 
length,  I  bad  bdieved  it  waa  a  pc^t  conceded, 
an  opinion  in  which  senrible  men  cS  all  parties 
were  agreed,  that  such  a  Bank  was  a  necessary 
machine  in  tiie  State — an  engine  which  entered 
as  an  elementary  part  into  the  operatitms  of  a 
weU-ordered  Government.  I  know  that  doubts 
are  held,  and  have  been  loudly  expressed,  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  a  National  Bank :  I  . 
hold  such  doabts  to  be  very  unfortonate,  and 
am  myself  free  from  the  Iciast  share  of  them; 
but  I  did  understand,  that  even  thoee  who  be- 
lieved no  provision  for  such  an  institntion  to 
be  contained  in  the  constitution,  were  them- 
selves obliged,  by  the  pressure  ai  experienoe 
and  of  facta,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  aa 
eng^e,  ess^t^y  and  indiq>ensablT  neoesaaty 
to  the  applicatiou  of  the  power  of  tne  Govern* 
ment  to  the  public  good. 

Kr.  Stbwabt  rose  merely  to  present  one  or 
two  objections  to  this  measure,  which  had  not 
been  adverted  to  by  other  gentlemen.  The 
great  object  of  the  proposition,  as  avowed 
the  mover,  waa^  to  hasten  tha  extingujabflwat 
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of  the  national  debt,  by  selling  the  Bank  stock, 
and  tbos  increase  the  means  of  the  Treastiry  to 
accomplish  it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
effect  of  the  sinking  fond  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  the  natioQU  debt,  it  will  be  obvious  to 
every  one  that,  instaad  of  inoreasing,  we  shall 
he  oompdled  to  ^mlniah  present  nnkiiig 
fond,  and  arrest  the  rapid  prognss  we  are  now 
making,  which  will  shMtlj  Imd  to  great  finan- 
cial embarrassmeota. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  poUio  debt^  as 
exhibited  by  the  Treasorr  rniort  laid  apoo  onr 
tables  m  few  days  siooe  f  And  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  proposition  upon  itt 
On  the  first  of  next  tnooth,  the  whcAt  of 

the  utkHul  debt  will  be  •  -  |6T,418,000 
Dedael  the  8  per  oanU      -      -      -  18,266,000 


Leaves         .....  $47,117,000 

Which  ooTiId  not  be  redeemed  when  above 
65 — they  were  now  at  87,  and  would  necessarily 
continue  to  rise  in  the  market  as  the  other 
stocks  were  absorbed,  and  the  capital  sent 
abroad  seeking  ioTestment, 

By  selling  the  Bank  stock  at  its  present  valae, 
$8,600,000,  and  applying  the  proceeds,  with 
the  annual  sinking  fond  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  the  nationu  debt,  it  will  he  fbund  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  18S0,  there  will  remain 
less  than  $3,600,000  of  the  public  deU  redeem- 
able ;  coQseqnently,  there  must  rem^  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  of  the  sinking  fbnd, 
In  the  year  IBS  I,   a  surplus  of  $7,400,000 
1832,       '*       "  6,061,000 
1888,       **       "  11,896,600 
1884,       "       «  18,981,000 
J88B,       «       "  48,561,000 

These  large  balances  of  the  sinking  fund  will 
annually  accumulate  in  the  Treasury,  there  being 
no  portion  of  either  principal  or  interest  of  the 
debt  to  which  they  can  possibly  be  applied. 
These  sums  must  tiien  remain  idle  and  useless 
in  the  Treasury,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bjlhboor)  will  consent,  as 
I  am  quite  sure  he  will  not,  to  ^ply  them  to 
the  work  of  internal  improvement — to  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals. 

The  gentleman  (Vi.  Babboub)  sngguts,  in 
an  undertone,  said  Mr.  8.,  the  reaction  of  the 
sinking  fund.  This  will  be  necessary  whether 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  he  adopted  or  not. 

Excluding  the  Bank  stock  and  the  three  per 
cents,  it  wiU  be  found  that,  by  the  operation 
of  the  present  inking  fund,  there  would,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1880,  be  only  $4,856,000  of 
the  national  debt  redeemable ;  oonsegnently, 
there  woald  be— 

In  (he  7ear  1881,  a  surplus  of  $5,644,000 


1883,  "  8,804,000 
1888,  "  10,138,000 

1884,  "  17,178,000 
1886,  '*  21,602,000 


"When  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  be  paid 
oS.  and  this  vast  balance  of  the  smking  Amd 
will  be  left  on  hand. 


[H.  or  R. 

Such  will  be  the  reeult  of  the  operaticms  of 
the  existing  sinking  i^nd,  even  shonld  the  prop- 
osition be  rejected.  These  large  aoonmulationa 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  must  occur — it  is  un- 
avoidable, unless  you  reduce  the  sinking  fund 
to  $7,000,000.  He  had  made  a  calculation  by 
which  It  appeared  that  the  whole  of  the  pnhUo 
debt  (the  twnk  stock  and  three  per  cents  ex- 
cepted) would  he  eompletely  extinguished  tu 
1886,  when  the  last  pomon  of  the  debt  became 
redeemaUCf  by  a  sinking  fond  of  $7,000,000i 
and  leave  a  suri^us  at  the  end  of  that  time  ot 
$186,000 ;  in  1886  seven  milHons  of  the  hank 
stock  could  be  pud  off  if  deemed  expedient. 

By  thus  rodnciog  the  sinking  fond  to  $7,000- 
000,  $3,000,000  would  be  annually  released 
from  the  public  debt  which  conld  be  applied 
to  a  system  of  internal  Improvement,  proauoing 
the  most  happy  effect  npon  tiie  national  proe- 
perity.  It  wonld  not  postpone  the  final  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  but  only  throw  forward  we 
snrplus  of  the  redeemable  debt  in  1^  and 
*29  upon  the  years  1881,  *88.  and  '84^  when 
very  small  portions  of  the  debt  would  be  re- 
deeraable ;  and  thns  the  whole  of  the  sinking 
ftand  would  be  kept  actively  and  profitably  em- 
ployed until  the  final  extlnoti<m  of  the  debt  in 
1886.  Hence,  Jtr.  S.  contended,  whether  the 
proposition  be  adopted  or  not,  it  was  the  dic- 
tate of  a  sound  and  enlightened  policy  to  re- 
duce the  present  sinking  rand  from  $10,000,000 
to  $7,000,000. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tii^nia  (Mr.  Bab- 
boub) sn^sts  to  me  the  redaction  of  the  du- 
ties. To  this  l£i.  8.  said  he  could  not  assent ; 
the  duties  were  hnposed  for  purposes  at  proteo- 
tion,  and  not  for  revenue :  tney  were  imposed 
to  protect  onr  national  Indnsby — to .  protect 
domestic  mannfiwtares  from  the  mlnons  effect 
of  foreign  competition.  He  oould  not,  there- 
fore,  consent  to  their  repeal.  He  would  collect 
the  revenue  for  one  important  object — the  pro- 
tection of  onr  mannflutnres — and  send  it  back 
to  the  people  who  paid  it,  for  another  eqnally 
important  ol^eot,  the  improvement  d  their 
country, 

Mr.  FoBT  said  he  rose  with  a  view  to  advo- 
cate the  resolution,  but  in  doing  so,  he  Salt 
great  difficulty  and  great  embarrassment,  as  he 
must  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  ^vra  to  tiie  snl^Jeot  the  investi- 
gation of  a  master,  and  had  presented  his 
of  it  in  BO  ingenious  and  eloquent  a  manner. 
He  thought  the  argument  <tf  that  gentleman  had 
not  yet  been  refuted ;  he  had  rested  his  oal eola- 
tions on  a  mathematical  basis,  but  they  bad  not 
yet  been  met:  those  who  had  attempted  to  meet 
them  had  not  drawn  their  topics  of  argument 
ft-om  the  deductions  of  arithmetic,  that  sure, 
unerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  those  who 
rely  npon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  conclusion. 
The  gentleman,  sud  Mr.  F.,  has  given  a  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  whole  subject — ^he  haa 
treated  it  with  the  skill  of  a  master,  and  who 
shall  venture  to  follow  him  ?  The  subject  waa 
confossedly  one  of  great  obwnui^ :  it  hu  pni- 
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zled  the  wise,  and  the  fool  need  not  be  ashamed 
to  confess  bis  ienorance  of  it.  Yet  he  thoaght 
it  might  be  still  farther  simplified.  "What  was 
the  nature  of  this  iostitntion  ?  when  was  it 
chartered  t  and  for  what  purpose }  and  what 
was  the  condition  of  the  nmonal  currency 
whoi  it  first  vent  into  operation  f  The  oar- 
rency  was  in  a  broken  and  confused  sitnation 
— the  Tarioas  l^inds  of  paper  were  made  paya- 
ble at  short  distances  of  time,  and  credit  was 
very  generally  impidred.  To  remedy  tbie  state 
of  things,  and  to  ^d  the  GoTemment  in  its 
financial  operations,  a  National  Bank  was  cre- 
ated, with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  miUions  of 
dollars.  This  amount  was  thought  to  be  very 
large,  and  fears  were  entertained  that  bo  moch 
Btock  would  never  find  purchasers  at  its  par 
ralne.  Those  who  felt  these  apprehensions 
reasoned  from  prinolpleB  which  had  been  now  so 
aMy  laid  down  in  relatitHi  to  the  propor- 
ticm  between  demand  and  sap^y.  To  ^  in 
the  di^Kisal  of  this  stock,  the  Government  took 
it  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  and  received 
from  the  bank  a  honut  of  $1,600,000.  (On  this 
Bobject  some  dispute  had  arisen,  but  it  had 
fio^y  been  decided  that  the  bank  had  a  right 
to  give  this  sum.)  What  was  the  result  of  the 
experiment?  Twenty-eight  millions  of  the 
stock  was  thrown  into  the  market  in  one  day. 
Was  there  any  difficulty  In  finding  purchasers  f 
Did  the  stock  sell !  It  was  a  time  of  great  pe- 
ouniarr  distress:  did  this  prevent  the  sale? 
The  whole  amount  was  bm^ht  np  almost  as 
soon  as  it  was  offered  in  narket  what  a  com- 
ment did  this  fiwt  famish  on  the  present  fears 
of  geniiemenl  When  it  is  proposed  to  sell,  we 
are  UAi  the  market  wiS  be  glutted,  and  down 
goes  the  stock.  Nay,  as  soon  as  the  proposal 
u  heard  of,  down  will  go  the  stock.  But  can 
von,  at  this  time,  glut  a  market  with  seven  mil- 
lions, which  so  long  ago,  took  twenty-eight 
millions  without  the  least  difficulty  f  We  are 
told  that  the  value  of  stock  is  a  moral  consid- 
eration— that  its  value  depends  much  on  wheth- 
er the  charter  is  to  continue ;  and  that,  if  this 
is  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  of  the  less 
value,  because  there  is  a  difficulty  in  closing 
the  concerns  of  the  Bank.  But  if  the  holders 
of  stock  are  under  an  erroneous  impression  as 
to  the  probability  of  the  (diarter's  being  renew- 
ed, the  sooner  th^  are  undeceived  the  better. 
Is  it  not  due  to  them  at  once  to  say,  that  Gov- 
ernment is  under  no  oUigation  to  renew  it  f 
Certainly.  When  the  period  for  its  renewal 
comes,  those  who  shall  occupy  seats  in  this 
Bouse  shall  judge  of  the  proprie^  of  renewing ; 
not  from  any  obligation  they  are  supposed  to 
lie  under  to  renew  it,  but  trim  considerations 
drawn  from  their  views  of  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
told  us,  that,  before  the  old  Bank  expired,  its 
stock  rose  to  140  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  institotioo.  If  this  be  so,  what 
MOirity  have  we,  that  the  bubble  will  not  again 
bnrst?  What  oertidnly  have  we,  that  the  pres- 
ent advance  of  28|  per  cent  is  not  also  the 


consequence  (tf  some  mismanagement?  Who 
are  the  dealers  in  stock  f  and  why  do  stocfa 
rise  and  fall,  so  that  by  their  flactaatioofl, 
whole  fortunes  .are  often  swept  swaj  f  Tbe 
reason  is  plain :   Thete  are  a  few  penaaa  -wbo 
know  tiie  oanaes  of  changes  in  price,  -wldltt  tiie 
great  mass  of  the  holders  know  nothing  at  al 
of  the  matter,  and  are  left  to  the  mere  mercy 
of  events.  But,  if  tiie  Bank  is  really  «o  adtoaiaa 
that  the  nation  can  Imow  notliing  of  its  ooai- 
oems,  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  the  better. 
The  nation  is  a  mere  stockholder  in  the  Bank, 
it  has,  as  snob,  all  the  nghts  of  any  ot^er  stock- 
holder, and  may  sell  out  its  interest  wbenevtr 
it  may  think  it  most  expedient  to  do  so.  But, 
what  right  have  we  to  suppose  that  the  bolden 
of  the  stock  do  not  themselves  know  its  true 
value  t   The  selling  off  of  our  portion  of  the 
stock  can  have,  if  any,  bnt  a  veiy  trivial  effect 
Our  selUng  out  of  oar  stock  cannot  joatly  be 
interpretea  as  a  proof  tliat  the  Goveiamat 
have  withdrawn  their  protection  &imd  the 
Bank ;  there  is  no  gentleman  here  who  thinks 
of  touching  the  charter  during  the  period  it  baa 
to  run — and  the  hnyer  of  the  sto<^  knows  Uusl 
He  goes  into  the  market  with  liis  wits  aboot 
him.   Do  ^ntlemen  sappoee  that  the  bnyer  of 
this  stock  18  in  ignorance  of  what  is  transacted 
here !   And  why  do  they  suppose  he  will  fear 
to  purchase  it ;  it,  while  7  millions  of  the  pob- 
lic  stock  is  taken  out  of  it,  by  paying  so  modi 
of  the  public  debt,  the  same  amount  is  thrown 
into  it  by  the  sale  of  our  bank  stock  f  Snrely, 
by  such  a  transaction,  the  market  will  virtoalb^ 
be  left  as  it  is  at  present,  I  am  willing  to  al- 
low tluA  the  stoduKdders  purchased  with  the 
understanding  that  the  Gtoveinmeut  wonld  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  stock  in  the  Bank.   It  oer> 
tainly  was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  sell  out  during  the  present  year. 
But  the  question  of  its  value  is  a  matter  of 
very  simple  cfdculation.   According  to  the  se- 
curity of  payment,  and  the  rate  of  interest  paid, 
BO  will  be  the  price  of  the  stock  in  market 
Our  citizens  are  not  going  to  be  deceived.  We 
have  thrown  enough  in  the  market  to  test  iti 
value,  and  that  valne  is  well  ascertained. 

Hr.  Haultok  said  that,  after  the  discussioa 
which  the  snigeet  had  reodved,  and  all  that 
had  been  said,  and  so  well  add,  be  should  not 
have  been  disposed  to  protract,  in  any  degree^ 
a  debate,  out  of  which  tittle  practical  nsefbhieH 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  some  observations,  look- 
ing to  ulterior  consequences  of  no  small  mo- 
ment, had  not  fallen  from  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  entered  into  the  dtscussion,  whidi 
he  thought  did  not  belong  either  to  the  crisis 
or  to  the  subject  itself.  He  should,  otherwise^ 
have  contented  himself  with  a  silent  vote  io 
the  negative,  however  highly  be  respected  tfae 
motives  of  the  mover  of  the.  proposition,  and 
have  rested  the  viudication  of  the  vote  he  wu 
about  to  give  on  the  unanswerable  atgoment 
which  luR  ooUftwoes  and  the  gmtionaD  trm 
UassaebnsettB  Qb.  GmuM)  liad  imseoted  oC 
thissnljeet. 
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But  gentlemen  had  not  flopped  where  tlus 

S.estioii  properly  ended;  the  course  which 
ey  had  taken  in  their  aivmnent,  had  seemed 
almost  to  imply,  that  the  decision  of  the  pres- 
ent question  hsd,  if  not  a  direct,  at  least  a  re- 
mote connection  with  a  larger  and  more  im- 
portant inqiury  in  relation  to  the  policj  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.    Kow,  for  one,  he  wished  this  kept  en- 
tirely ont  of  view ;  and  he  protested,  tn  limine^ 
ttalnst  either  the  discnsston  or  vote  of  the 
House  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  being  conadered  as  an  indicaUon  of 
liie  feelings,  mnoh  less  a  commitment  of  the 
opinion  of  this  body,  to  which  no  each  question 
even  indirectly  belongs,  and  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  connt^  requires  should  be  an 
open  qneation,  to  be  decided  by  those  who  are 
to  come  after  as,  with  a  koowledge  amplified 
and  corrected  by  the  experience  of  Mght  years 
to  oome.    Ha  was  aware  that  it  would  be 
a  larae,  he  might  almost  say  a  momentons 
qnestion,  perhaps  m  a  period  of  peace  the 
most  BO  c»  any  whUdi  was  Ukely  to  aetata 
ih\a  oonfederaoy  for  the  next  quarter  of  a 
r        oentnry.    He  was  aware  that  this  gisantio 
inatitation,  the  Bank  o£  the  Umted  States, 
would  be  brought  to  a  strict  account ;  that  it 
wonld  bo  inquired  how  it  had  dischai^g;ed  the 
high  pnrpoaes  for  which  it  was  created  \  wheth- 
«r  it  had,  indeed,  giTcn  as  a  uniform  currency, 
oopions  and  healthful ;  whether  it  bad  equalized 
the  exchange  of  the  country,  and  had  applied, 
at  the  periods  it  was  most  wanted,  a  remedy 
to  one  of  the  seTcrest  evils  that  can  befall  a 
MHnmunity  at  all  advanced  in  civilization  and 
,        Uta  arts — a  decreasing  ctrcnlating  medium. 

These  were  questions  m,  for  one,  was  willing 
'  to  leave  with  those  who  would  be  caUed  upon 
to  decide  them,  as  well  as  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated relations,  constitutional  and  poUtioal, 
which  belonged  to  the  whole  topic. 
„  It  was  true  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  MoDirv- 

ttm)  had  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the 
gentleman  from  VirgiDia  shonld  have  indicated 
his  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
XTnited  States  would  be  renewed.   He,  Mr.  H., 
would  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 
founded  on  enlarged  eon^eration  of  national 
policy,  bat  ha  would  undertake  to  say  this, 
that,  without  public  sentiment  in  the  State 
from  which  th^  both  came,  nnderwent  some 
diaoge^  before  this  question  came  up  for  con- 
riderabOQ  if  he  and  his  colleague  eutertained 
inch  :^opioioDs  then,  he  rather  thought  their 
ooDstituents  would  be  apt  to  depute  some  other 
agents  than  tbemselves,  to  represent  their  sen- 
luaents  on  this  subject,  however  highly  and 
justly  the  constituents  of  bis  friend  and  col- 
league ^preciated  his  (Mr.  MoD's)  public 
serrioes.   The  troth  was  not  to  be  oonoealed, 
that  in  all  those  States  in  which  the  income  of 
the  Government  vastly  exceeds  its  local  expen- 
ditures, the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  fdi  with  more  or  less  severi^ 
'  andinoonTenieuce;  tm  the  other  hand,  in  those 
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States  where  the  Oovermnent  q)ends  locally 
a  greater  part  of  what  it  collects,  the  operation 
of  this  institution  is  not  only  comparatively 
innocent  bat  beneficial.  Souui  Carolina  hap- 
pens, nnfortonately,  to  be  in  the  former  pro* 
dicament,  ont  of  that  venr  condidon  of  tlungt 
whidi  he  had  indicate^  and,  although  tha 
Bfnk  of  the  Umted  States  was  a  mere  Instm- 
ment,  it  was  very  natural  for  those  who  wen 
writhing  under  the  exhaustion,  to  find  fault 
with  the  organ  of  suction  itself,  and  in  the 
agony  aiidng  from  taking  the  medicament  not 
to  be  entirdy  satisfied  with  its  sanative  in- 
fluence. 

There  was  another  poiot  in  this  discosdon 
against  which  he  woofd  eater  his  protest,  and 
that  was  the  infiueuces  that  were  employed 
from  abroad,  for  begetting  an  extraordinary 
sensitiveness  in  this  House  that  any  allusion  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  con- 
nection of  the  Government  with  it^  was  a  most 
serious  derangement  of  the  financial  condition 
the  country.  Some  gentleman  seemed  to 
think  this  subject  was  omy  to  be  touched  by 
the  practised  hand  of  a  ftmdholder;  that  a 
man  of  pl^  sense  and  common  hones^  was 
not  to  i^proach  it;  and  above  all,  it  was 
eminently  mischievous  for  the  RepresMitatavea 
of  the  people  to  entertun  such  a  discusmon, 
or  inquire  mto  our  interest  In  this  co-partner- 
ship, forsooth,  because  the  speculations  on 
'Change  might  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  some  over-grown  stockjobber  realize  two  or 
three  per  cent  less  than  he  otherwise  would. 
He  knew  well  that  a  plethoric  fundholder 
was  one  of  the  most  senritive  mortals  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  he  ctmstdered  the 
barometer  of  'Change  Alley,  of  almost  as  mnch 
value  as  the  scriptnrea ;  tarn  a  fiall  in  the  price 
<^  stock  nearly  as  severe  a  oalamit]r  as  the 
entire  loss  of  tiie  sacred  writings.  Cobbett  haa 
humorously  told  as,  that  nobody  can  touch  a 
raffle  in  the  brocade  of  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread- 
needle  Street,  as  he  calls  the  Bank  <tf  England, 
without  ^ving  her  a  fit  of  hysterics  and  set- 
iag  the  whole  countnr  in  commotion.  We 
seem  to  be  coming  to  the  same  state  of  things. 
But  this  is  not  all :  my  friend  &om  Virginia 
cannot  intit)duoe  a  matter  involving  a  mere 
financial  question  of  prc^t  and  loss,  without 
being  charged  with  a  party  plot  of  the  worst 
omens. 

Now,  rir,  although  this  gentleman  has  quite 
wit  enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  firmness 
enoogh  to  carry  into  effect,  a  tolerable  conspi- 
racy on  all  proper  occasions,  he  has  too  much 
honesty  to  be  engaged  in  any  that  are  not  in 
harmony  with  the  parity  and  integrity  of  his 
whole  Ufe;  and  quite  too  much  wisdom  to 
undertake  a  conspiracy,  without  previously 
providing  conspirators,  which  he  seems  to  have 
overlooked  in  this  matter;  yet,  depend  upon 
it,  that  many  an  old  fbndholder,  roasting  hia 
feet  before  the  fircL  will  tremble  in  his  flannel 
for  his  plum,  and  no  doubt  exdum— thm^ 
you  see  how  it  is  the  moment  these  Jaoksui 
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men  have  got  possession  of  the  House ;  avaj 

Eoes  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  "sky- 
i^b,"  and  we  shall  next  see  the  "  milttar;' 
chiefUun''  after  hia  election,  making  his  war, 
sword  in  hand,  into  the  vaults  of  the  Bank, 
and  uanng  its  coflPers  as  his  eq)eeial  portion  of 
the  booty  ^ter  the  strife  and  Tictory.  Be 
qnlet,  gentlemen.  Be  assored  we  do  not  mean 
to  run  our  heads  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — and  this  our  Tote  will  show. 

But,  sir,  to  he  serious,  I  am  far  tnm  thinking 
titat  it  is  an  evil  to  those  who  pennanently 
invest  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
to  know  that  the  policy  of  that  Institution 
may  sometimes  be  discussed  here,  however  pre- 
judicial it  may  he  to  the  interest  of  those  who 
speculate  in  its  scrip. 

If  our  silence  at  any  time  when  we  ought 
to  speak  gives  an  artificial  appreciation  to  ttris 
itocK,  it  is  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  their  own  igno- 
rance and  the  knavery  of  others,  who  snffer, 
and  who  will  be  sure  to  suffer,  if  any  false 
deductions,  are  made  from  the  sentiments 
which  the  House  is  about  to  pronounce  on  the 
single  proposition  before  thebi. 

Iliat  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman,  I  need  scarcely  repeat,  and  for 
reasons  which  are  at  once  connected  with  con- 
siderations that  carry  with  them  somewhat  the 
force  of  a  moral  obligation ;  reasons  which 
were  stated  with  unanswerable  force  by  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Bbatton,)  which  may  be  com- 
prehended in  «  ringle  sentence,  to  wit :  that  it 
entered  into  the  conrideration  of  the  1,500,000 
dollars  which  the  Bank  pidd  the  United  States 
as  bonus,  that  this  co-partnership  shonld  con- 
tinue during  the  duration  of  the  charter. ' 

I  say,  then,  let  this  institution  go  on  nnem- 
barraraed  by  either  onr  fears  or  prejudices ;  let 
it  eqjoy  all  those  advantages  for  which  it  was 
honestly  and  fiUthfully  paid  a  ftill  equivalent. 
And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the  present, 
let  ufl  be  uncommitted  as  to  the  ftetnre. 

llr.  Weehs  said  he  had  yesterday  opposed 
the  motion  for  adjournment  from  his  anxiety 
to  see  the  question  disposed  of,  and  had  not 
intended  to  say  a  word  in  the  debate;  but 
since  it  had  been  discnssed  to  day,  it  had  pre- 
sented itself  to  hia  mind  in  a  doable  aspect. 
One  of  these  views  had  been,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, anticipated,  by  the  gentleman  from  Soutii 
Carolina,  who  had  jnst  taken  his  seat;  he 
would  therefore  curtail  what  he  had  intended 
to  say  on  that  head.  He  joined  heartily  in  the 
protest  agunst  any  pledge  being  derived  from 
the  decision  of  the  present  question,  as  to  what 
this  House  woold  do  when  the  qnestion  of 
renewal  of  the  Bank  charter  should  come 
before  it.  He  held  that  the  House  would  be 
under  no  obligation  derived  form  this  source, 
but  perfectiy  free  tmd  unfettered  as  to  grant- 
ing or  refusing.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution ;  not,  however,  because  be  held  the  sale 
of  stock  to  be  any  violation  of  a  ecmteaet  with 
the  Bank.  The  contract  of  Qoremment  with 
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the  Bank  oontuned  two  ipeoifio  oUigatMns; 
first,  that  the  Government  shall  supervise  tks 
manner  in  which  its  aftirs  are  conducted.  Tim 
stipulation  was  separate  and  inde^ndemt;  it 
was  introduced  because  t^e  United  States  wen 
to  make  all  its  dq>o^  in  this  Bank.   Bnt  a 
second  stipulation  was,  that  the  Govenmegt 
should  have  a  share  in  the  direotitm,  Sks  it  coo- 
tinned  bound  to  snpointend  abo  the  fibcttiea 
and  interests  at  the  American  people.  Sbrndd 
a  mammoth  institation  like  this  be  left  witbooC 
any  special  gnardiandiip  or  control,  it  mig^ 
p(»BibIy  become  an  instmment  in  the  hmit 
of  some  ambitions  aspirant  to  put  a  erowa 
upon  his  head  and  min  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  hia  people.   The  next  stipnladoo  waa, 
that  the  United  States  should  hold  ooe-flfth 
part  of  the  stodc  at  the  Bank.    Aa  a  stodt- 
holder,  however,  she  has  clearly  a  right  to  sdl 
out  whenever  she  shall  de«n  it  expedient  for 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  ao.  We  are  toM  ia  tiba 
volume  of  truth,  **all  thbigs  are  lawftal  to  mc^ 
but  all  things  are  not  expedient"  The  aak 
was  lawfbL  but  he  was  opposed  to  it  aa  not 
being  expedient — and  of  this  he  did  not  deqiair 
to  ooavinoe  tiie  gentieman  from  Vir^ia  from 
the  arguments  he  had  himself  employed.  That 
gentleman  had  shown  that  the  price  of  the 
stock  depends  upon  the  abundance  of  the 
means  to  purchase  it,  and  the  difl^cnlty  of  other 
investment,  and  had  correctly  insisted  that  if 
while  United  State  stock  is  diminished  by 
redemption  of  the  Pablio  Debt,  the  means 
of  other  investments  are  supplied  by  throwing 
BO  mnoh  Bank  stoiik  into  maricet,  no  great 
differenoe  in  the  state  ct  the  market  was  jasdy 
to  be  ^prehended.   There  might  perh^  be  a 
temporary  depres^on  in  the  price  of  this  stoel^ 
bat  it  would  be  only  temporary  and  tnaidait; 
to  so  much  of  the  genueman's  argument  be 
entirely  agreed.   Anoth»  point  of  the  argo- 
ment  was,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Pnblie 
Debt  was  paid  off.  the  opportunities  of  invest- 
ment enjoyed  by  the  public  creditors,  ou^t  to 
be  increased.   This  also  was  true  as  a  geoenl 

Sositioo.  Bnt  were  they  not  abundant,  and 
aily  increasing  t  This  was  a  moment  ot  vast 
speculation  in  nndertaktn«  of  all  sorta.  The 
stocks  in  maiket  were  almost  innnnwrable: 
HannAotnring  associations^  canal  companies 
road  companies,  Ac.,  &o.,  were  all  oompetiton 
for  the  loose  and  floating  capital  of  the  natioa. 
This  was,  therefore,  a  most  nnpropitioos  moment 
at  which  to  offer  our  stock  for  sale.  TIm 
modes  of  investments  were  already  possessed — 
and,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  doctrine^ 
in  relation  to  demand  and  supply,  the  stock 
conld  not  be  expected  now  to  hold  its  price. 
But  should  Government  wait  till  these  several 
stocks  were  in  a  good  degree  taken  up,  tbs 
United  States  Bank  Stock  mi^t  be  ofiersd 
with  much  better  prospects  of  a  profitable  nis. 
Instead  of  28  per  cent,  it  mif^t  thsu  brisg 
60,  and  evm  60  per  cent  advance. 

"The  Question**  was  now  loudly 
from  all  sides  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  Babboub  rose  to  make  some  concluding 
remarka: 

As  to  the  general  priaciples  which  had  been 
advanced  on  the  otner  side,  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  save  by  a  single  remark ;  and 
that  was,  that  if  he  could  for  one  moment 
believe,  that,  by  introdaciog  the  present  meas- 
ure, he  was  ia  tha  remotest  mamier  toncbing 
the  pledged  faith  the  nation,  the  reaolutifm 
would  have  fidlen  still-boni  oom  his  hand. 
That  iriiioh  holds  together  the  moral  as 
well  as  the  political  world,  be  would  never 
Tiolate.   Oompbunts  bad  also  been  made,  that. 

effecting  each  a  sale,  the  Qovemment  would 
treat  the  Bank  m^ostly.   This,  also,  was  what 
lie  would  never  be  guilty  of;  but  was  this 
complaint  well  founded?    Gentlemen  vpoke 
of  toe  great  advantages  conferred  by  the  Bank 
on  the  Government,  and  speak  as  though  we 
were  under  obligations  of  gratitude  to  that 
inetitation.   Obligations  of  gratitude!  And 
are  we,  as  stockhiddera,  to  be  bound  on  this 
«onsideratioa  t  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
follj  reciprocated.  Nay,  the  depoeites  alone 
of  ^e  immense  funds     the  nation  were  an 
abundant  compensation.    We  place  in  the 
bands  of  this  mstitntion  an  annual  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.   Now,  it  was  per- 
fectly we^  known  to  alt  persons  conversant  in 
banking  operations,  that  cosh  in  the  vaults  of  a 
bank  forms  almost  as  efficient  a  fond  on  which 
to  proceed,  as  the  stock  itself.   It  is  true  this 
amount  is  uable  to  be  called  for  by  its  owners 
at  any  moment:  but  it  generally  happened 
that^  while  sums  were  drawn  out  by  8om«^  they 
were  deposited  by  others,  and  that  one  so 
nearly  balanced  th^  other,  that  the  spede  in 
the  vaolta  had  Teiy  truly  been  siud  to  change 
its  owners  mooh  more  frequently  tiian  iu 
place.    The  GoTemment,  too,  can  borrow 
money  at  fire  and  foor  and  a  half  per  centum, 
and  might  even  get  it  at  four  per  centum.  The 
Bank  had  seoored  by  its  charter  the  important 
privilege  of  reoeivmg  six  per  cent,  mterest 
on  all  the  notes  discounted  by  it,  which 
privilege  was  secured  for  twenty  years.  And 
thoQgh  the  rate  of  stock  may  be  diminisbed  by 
the  mismanagement  of  the  institution,  that  is 
not  to  be  charged  to  the  Government,  and  does 
not  eater  into  the  consideration  of  gratitode. 
Besides,  this  Bank  is  a  kind  of  muiopoly  of 
the  advantages  derived  from  Government :  for 
the  Government  is  bound  to  charter  no  other 
Bank  within  the  United  States,  unless  in  the 
district  of  Colombia.   Mr.  B.  concluded,  with 
declaring  that  though  he  would  never  be  the 
conscious  instrument  of  violating  in  any  manner 
the  faith  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Bank  could  make  any  just  complaint 
so  long  as  it  continues  to  get  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  aU  the  advantages  ever  derived 
firom  its  institation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  yeas  9 — nays  174. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 


[H.ov]t. 

MoiTDAT,  December  24. 
Old  Sedition  Law. 
Mr.  Haiolton  submitted  the  following : 
Whereaa  a  Uv  vu  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  approved  on  the  14th  July,  1796,  en> 
titled  "An  act  in  addition  to  ao  act  for  Ibe  pniuBh< 
meat  of  eert^  erimet  ag^nst  the  Uidted  mates  ;** 
wUcb  said  act  is  craunomy  Imovn  by  tlie  name  of 
the  SeiUtion  law ; 

Be  it  rstUMdf  That  the  aaid  law  was  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  "abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  preu." 

U  furthtr  rttolvtdy  That,  as  several  penoos 
were  intneted,  convicted^  and  sidbred  in  pacoidaTy 
penalties  trader  this  law,  that  the  Committee  M 
Ways  and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  which 
shall  make  full  provision  for  reflmding  to  the  said 
persons  tiie  amount,  with  lawful  interest,  of  the  fine* 
which  they  may  have  paid  to  the  respective  Har- 
shals  of  the  District  Oonrta  empowered  to  levy  and 
receive  the  same.  And  in  ease  of  the  death  or  tha 
absence  tmok  the  United  States,  of  any  i£  the  aald 
parties,  then  to  tbdr  legal  representatives,  or  inch 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  dtdy  authorised  to  re- 
ceire  the  same. 

Mr.  Haultoh  s^d,  that  he  did  iiot  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  the  House  to  consider, 
at  the  prraent  moment,  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  just  had  the  honor  of  submitting.  His 
object  was  rather  to  indioato  the  time  at  which 
he  should  ask  such  a  oonsideration :  for  he  was 
aware  that  the  resolutions  covered  too  much 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  delicate  oon- 
siderations,  both  of  prindple  and  expe^en(7, 
to  be  precipitately  discussed. 

He  Jioped  that,  as  an  act  of  justice  which 
he  owed  to  himself  he  might  be  permitted  to 
avow,  that,  in  moving  hi  this  nutter,  he  was 
influenced  by  no  denre  to  make  the  past  sub- 
serrient  to  any  purpose  of  contemporary  excite* 
ment  Ihe  resolutions  were  introdnced  because 
he  believed  that  the  parties  who  had  suffered 
in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  Sedition  Law, 
were  just  as  much  entitled  to  have  the  fines 
which  they  had  paid  refunded  to  them,  as  an 
ordinary  suitor  m  a  Court  of  Justice  was  to 
have  a  sum  of  money  refonded  to  him  which 
he  had  paid,  either  through  f^ud  or  mistake 
and,  in  his  bumble  (pinion,  the  only  efibotual 
mode  of  offering  a  fit  atonement  for  die  viola- 
taon  inflicted  on  the  constitution,  by  the  pass- 
age of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  make  fkiU 
indemDlty  to  those  vbo  bod  suffered  by  its 
enforcement 

The  question  was  one  purely  of  abstract 
justice  and  constitutional  law,  and,  as  snch, 
he  desired  to  present  it.  He  challeoged  the 
fullest  disousfflon  and  freest  opp<»itioo,  and  had 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the  light 
which  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elicit,  he 
should  be  convinced  that  he  was  sustaining,  on 
principle,  an  untenable  position,  he  would  be 
the  first  to  relieve  the  House  of  all  further 
trouble  in  regard  to  the  reeolutions,  by  moring 
to  withdraw  them.  But,  believing  precisely  the 
rerena^  all  ha  aiked  was  tn  equal  fruknaM 
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on  all  sides  of  the  Honse,  that  the  qnestion  might 
be  met,  not  blinked  or  shunned,  and  finally, 
openly,  and  manfully,  set  at  rest  forever. 

He  would,  therefore,  for  the  present,  move 
that  the  resolutions  be  printed,  and  Ue  on  the 
table^  and  it  wu  so  ordered. 


Tkcbsdat,  December  27. 
EevoUiUonarf  Land  Warrantt. 

The  following  reralntion,  mbmitted  by  Ur. 
KiHEB,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

**  JSmo^m^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  Military  Land  Warrants  due  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  ReTolotioDKrj  war,  wluch  remain  in  his 
office  uncalled  for,  designating  the  number  of  war- 
rants and  qoantitf  of  land  doe  to  the  line  of  each 
State,  respectiTely.  And  that  be  also  state  what 
number  of  ioeh  warrants  have  Issued  fhun  the  War 
D^uteient  witldn  the  last  ftre  yean." 

Hr.  OosTDioT  suggested  a  doubt  of  the  pru- 
dence of  anoh  a  measure  as  the  resolntion  pro- 
posed. If  tiie  information  sought  for  was 
to  be  published,  the  interests  of  those  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  would  be 
enxwed  to  injury,  and  a  scene  of  speculation 
take  place  such  as  every  one  would  deprecate. 

Hr.  MiNXR  observed,  tliat  the  names  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  Military  Bounty  Lands  were  not 
asked  for  by  the  resolution,  and  would  not, 
of  course,  be  given.  The  infonnati(m  sought 
waa,  the  number  of  warrants  due  to  each  Line 
on  the  Oontinental  fistaUisbment,  and  the 
nnmbcNT  of  warrants  issued  during  the  last  five 
years.  At  the  last  sesrion,  T£r.  H.  said,  he 
had  taken  oooarion  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  suljeet;  and  on  his  nMtion  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  authoriziDg  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  tune  for  solders  to  apply  for  their  war- 
rants. A  bill  was  reported,  and  a  law  passed 
for  that  purpose.  At  that  time  he  learned  and 
stated  the  extraordinary  fact,  that  there  were 
no  less  than  six  hundred  land  warrants  due  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line  alone.  The  presumption 
was  a  fair  one,  tiiat  there  was  a  proportionate 
number  due  to  the  line  of  every  otter  State, 
existing  at  the  Revolution ;  in  the  aggregate 
making  smne  thousands  of  warrants,  embracing 
some  of  the  first  lands  in  Ohia  In  this  point 
of  view.  It  would  be  seen  to  be  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance.  My  purpose,  said 
Mr.  H.,  in  asking  information  in  this  precise 
form,  was  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  many  members,  to  the  subject. 
Each  gentieman,  from  the  old  thirteen  States, 
seeing  the  number  of  warrants  still  due  to  his 
own  State,  would,  of  course,  feel  a  more  lively 
interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
learn,  merely,  the  af^regat«  number  of  war- 
rants doe  to  the  whole  army.  As  it  regarded 
Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a  deep  intoreet  in  the 
subject;  six  hundred  militaiy  land  warrants, 
disMbotad  auMHig  her  old  toldiars^  or  th^ 


[DuaissMi^  1837, 

representatives,  would  carry  comfort  to  many 
a  cottage.  It  was  their  due.  It  was  the 
price  of  their  toll  and  blood,  and  ought  not, 
m  his  opinion,  to  be  withheld  fW>m  then 
longer.  Ko  private  individual  would  fed 
justified,  if  he  had  title  papers,  or  property  d 
another  in  his  possession,  of  which  that  otiw 

Eerson  was  Ignorant,  in  remuning  inlent,  and 
eeping  possession,  because  the  owner  did  net 
ask  for  tliat  which,  though  his  own,  he  was 
ignorant  of.   Ko,  sir,  an  honest  man  would  taiw 

Sains  to  inform  the  rightfbl  owner — to  briw 
ome  to  him  a  knowledge  ot  his  rights.    Mr.  £ 
thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.   It  ooold  be 
rationally  accounted  for,  that  such  a  large  um- 
ber of  land  warrants  remained  due,  only  on 
the  supposition  that  the  persons  owning  them, 
were  ignorant  of  their  just  claims :  near  half 
a  century  had  passed  away ;  the  soldiers  liviis 
were  old  and  poor ;  it  was  time  knowledge,  ana 
thereby  jnstice,  should  be  brought  borne  to 
them.   Inat  it  was  ignorance  of  their  li^ds 
prevented  application  for  tiior  warrantSt  was 
partially  proved  by  a  fitct  wbich  had  bea 
stated  to  him.    A  gentleman  in  Maiyland, 
highly  respectable  and  intelligent,  did  not 
obtun  a  warrant  due  him,  ever  since  the 
Revolution,  until  within  three  or  four  years 
accident  having  broo^ht  him  to  a  knowledge 
of  bis  right.   If  iotolligent  men  were  ignorant, 
the  poor  and  unlettorel  soldier  might  be  pre- 
sumed also  to  be  uninformed  of  his  just  claims. 
Should  this  resolution  pass,  said  Mr.  M.,  and 
the  information  sought  be  obtained,  it  was  my 
intention  to  propose  another  measure,  that  is,  to 
give  information  in  every  State  of  the  names 
of  persons  entitied  to  land  warrants.  But  here> 
tofore  the  War  Department  had,  and  very 
wisely,  kept  such  information  to  itself  lest 
speculators  should  purchase  up  the  soldiers* 
rights  for  a  tnere  trifie,  and  obtain  all  Uie 
benefits  themselves.   If  information  should  be 
publicly  given,  this  must  be  effectually  guarded 
against   To  provide  such*  safeguard,  at  the 
same  time  that  information,  without  wbidi  the 
soldiers  conld  never  obt^n  th^r  rights;,  was  a 
part  of  his  plan.   He  would  provide  by  law 
that  no  transfer  should  be  valid  for  five  years, 
nor  then,  unless  approved  by  the  Governor  rf 
the  Stato  where  made,  as  the  g^oardian  of  the 
soldiers^  ri^ts.     With  such  provmon,  be 
thought  the  name  of  every  person  entitled  to  a 
warrant  might  safely  be  made  public.  But 
this  matter  for  (htnre  consideration.   Ko  such 
publication  was  now  contemplated — no  suck 
information  was  now  asked  for.   The  informs 
tion  sought  by  the  resolution  conld  neither 
benefit  the  specnlator,  nor  injure  the  soldier. 
It  would  be  general,  and  of  a  character  he 
thought  useful  and  proper. 

Mr.  MoCoT  opposed  the  resolution,  as  likely 
to  be  productive  of  more  harm  than  good. 
Should  the  Secretary  of  War  publish  the  names 
of  these  warrantees,  it  wonld  lead  to  something 
worse  than  specolatioo ;  it  would  produce  fraud 
and  totgaj.  He  ooold  not  see  the  ue  of  eifi* 
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in^  for  such  a  list.  It  maj  be  inspected  bj 
any  member  at  pleasure,  on  the  bo4^  of  the 
Department.  Let  gentlemen  examine  it  there, 
and  if  thej  foand  the  namee  of  anj*  of  their 
own  ooDstitnents,  thej  woold  convey  the  in- 
formation to  them  in  a  private  manner,  and 
ihna  avoid  the  daogera  wuleh  would  neeeaaa* 
Tiij  attend  a  pnbueatlcm  of  the  names  to  all 
tlie  world. 

Mr.  "Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  presnmlog  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  resolution  was  not  aware 
that  a  similar  call  had  been  made  a  few  sessions 
ago,  called  his  attention  to  that  fiKt ;  and,  re- 
ferring him  to  the  documents  then  received 
from  the  Deportment,  moved  that  Hi6  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table,  at  least  till  the  gentleman 
oonld  have  an  opportunity  of  ezamiimig  than. 
The  motion  prevail^ 


Teubbdxt,  January  8,  1828. 

ytr.  Bbu.  moved  the  fi^Oowing : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Military  ASUn 
b«  inatmoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eatabUabiog  an  armorr  on  some  point  on  Hatpeth 
Kver,  in  the  Sute  of  Tennessee. 

Ur.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said,  as  the  resoln- 
tton  was  intended  only  to  direct  the  attention 
cf  the  Oommittee  tm  Ifilitary  AfiUrs  to  the 
mt^eet  embraced  in  It  he  did  not  present  him- 
aelf  before  the  Honse  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  general  remarks  npon  tbe  expediency  of 
eawuishing  an  armoiy  npon  the  Western 
waters,  nor  with  any  view,  in  detail,  of  the 
grounds  npon  which  he  would  nrge  the  situa- 
tion of  that  particular  district  of  ^e  West,  for 
snoh  an  establishment  deMgnated  in  the  reso- 
lution.   But,  said  he,  as  in  offering  it  I  do  not 
intend  to  pay  a  mere  compliment  of  toe  season 
to  the  interests  of  that'  section  of  the  country 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  beg 
leave  now  to  state,  that,  if  the  subject  shall  be 
thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to  engage  the 
serious  attention  of  the  committee,  (and^  my 
Judgment,  it  deserves  a  place  in  taeit  delibera- 
tions,) I  expect  to  be  able  to  show,  that  the 
oonntry  upon  the  lower  branches  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  npon  the  south  side     it.  com- 
bines all  the  advantages  deurable  in  a  nte  for 
an  extensive  manufactory  of  arms,  common 
to  those  places,  which  have  hitherto  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  under 
more  favorable  auspices.    I  expect  also  to 
ahow,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses 
other  advantages  which  are  peculiar  and  ex- 
olosive ;  and  I  will,  in  due  time,  take  the 
tronble  np<m  myself  of  embodying  the  infor- 
maHon  necessary  to  thte  effect 

That  I  may  not  be  thought  too  sanguine  in 
my  estimate  of  the  condition,  botii  national 
and  adventitious,  of  the  section  of  oonntry  al- 
luded to^  permit  me  to  state  one  fact,  which, 
I  am  snre,  our  Atlantic  brethren  will  not  be 
nnooncemed  to  hoar.  Within  the  last  four  or 
•  five  yean^  the  mann&ctnre  of  bar  irrat  in  Ifid- 


[H.or  B. 

die  Tennessee,  has  increased  in  such  a  dMpree^ 
that  the  prodaoe  of  the  works  npon  the  Juni- 
ata, which  formerly  found  an  extennve  and 

{trofitaMe  market  in  that  country,  is  now  rare- 
y  to  be  met  with  in  our  shops,  and  the  Swedes 
iron,  which,  though  the  product  of  the  indus- 
try of  another  hemisphere,  and  bnrthfflied,  as 
it  is,  with  duties,  has  bem  afforded  in  our 
market  lower  than  the  Juniata,  is  also  &st  dia* 
appearing.  In  troth,  however  ill-adapted  the 
population  of  that  State  may  be  to  other  manu- 
factures, that  of  iron  must  flourish,  both  by 
reason  of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  whidh 
abounds  there,  and  the  diminished,  and  still 
dimiuishing  valae  of  that  kind  of  labor  which 
is  almost  excludv^  employed  in  reducing  it. 
lu  the  same  tract  of  country,  water  power  sua* 
ceptible  of  application  to  all  Itinds  of  machinery, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  desirable 
extent.  Fossil  coal,  too,  is  found  npon  the 
banks  of  the  Cumberland,  and,  as  the  means 
of  transportation  by  water,  to  every  point  upoa 
the  Mississippi  and  its  Inanohes,  at  this  time 
accessible  from  other  qoarters,  are  not  restrict* 
ed  from  this  point,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
found,  upon  inquiry,  that  no  greater  mistake 
could  be  committed,  than  to  suppose,  either 
tiiat  the  principal  materials  consumed  in  an 
armory,  or  that  all  the  essential  articles  of 
subsistence  oould  not  be  afforded  upon  as  low 
terms  there,  as  at  any  other  place  in  the  West- 
em  country.  There  are  other  considerations 
oonueoted  with  this  sul^eot,  whidi,  in  my 
opinion,  should  nve  this  point  on  the  Western 
waters  a  decided  preferenoe  over  those  which 
seem  to  have  been  more  attended  to:  bntthass 
I  will  not  now  urge,  nor  even  menti(m.  Snoh 
a  course,  I  apprehend,  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
voke an  immediate  disousfflon,  which  would 
be  premature,  and  might  be  useless.  The  sd|^ 
gesttons  already  thrown  out,  are  designed  not 
so  much  to  make  any  impression  upon  the 
House,  as  to  elicit  a  full  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
the  committee,  and  tiie  character  of  the  gentle- 
men placed  upon  that  committee,  gives  me  the 
assurance  that  the  propoeiti(m  ccmtuned  in  tbe 
resolution  will  reoeire  a  candid  and  impartial 
examination. 
The  resolation  was  agreed  to. 


FamJiT,  January  4.  ' 

SemoTcU  of  Ijidtant. 

Kr.  Ha.iu  sud,  that  he  had  some  days  since 
hud  on  the  table  of  the  House  a  resolution  in 
reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Ghootaw  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  wbicii  he  dedred  now  to 
call  Qp  for  consideration. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 
■*  JUtolMd,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Indian  Affiun 
be  inMrttctcd  to  ioqoiie  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  a[q>ropriaUon  to  eoaUe  tbe  Choctam 
and  Cblckssaws  to  ez[^ore  the  oonntry  beyond  tfie 
river  Uissiseipri,  and  to  ivovide  the  means  for  the 
support  of  soch  Indians  who  an  di^osed  to  sat 
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grate,  and  are  wiUbR  to  embrace  the  bensvoIeDt 

objects  dcaigned  bj  ue  GoTercment. 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
offered  an  amendment,  when  it  was  before  the 
House  on  the  11th  December,  to  include  the 
"  Pattawattamie  and  Miami  Indians,"  and  the 
question  recurred  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  (Chmrman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,)  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee had  the  salject  of  that  resolntion  now 
before  them,  aoA  were  preparing  a  report  upon 
it,  which  they  intended  sbortly  to  present  to 
tiie  Honse. 

Mr.  Hailk  obserred,  that  his  resolntion  had^ 
he  bdieved,  been  offered  proTionsly  to  any 
ottwr,  on  the  general  subject  of  the  removal  of 
liDdians,  and  be  had  been  totd  by  those  gentle- 
men  who  had  offered  amendments  to  it,  that 
they  would  consent  to  withdraw  those  amend- 
ments, in  order  that  his  might  be  considered 
separately.  The  honorable  Chairman  of  tiie 
Ii^an  Committee  was  not,  he  apprehended, 
folly  floqu^nted  with  the  situation  of  the  two 
tribes  to  which  bis  resolntion  referred.  In 
18S0,  there  had  been  guaranteed  to  the  Chicka- 
wwe  and  Ohoctaws,  by  the  OoTerament  of  the 
Tinted  States,  a  la^  tract  of  land  vest  of  the 
lUsnssippi ;  hut  smoe  that  treaty,  no  steps 
bad  been  taken 40  carry  this  pledge  into  effect. 
On  the  contrary,  8,000  whites  haa  encroached 
upon  their  territory,  and  were  driving  them 
back,  at  the  same  time  that  every  inducement 
had  been  held  out  to  them  by  the  Government, 
to  obtalli  their  consent  to  emigration.  Under 
these  circnmstanoes,  the  tribes  referred  to,  Iiad 
pecoliar  claims  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Indian  Affairs,  and  he  wished  that 
committee  to  report  to  the  House,  whether,  in 
tiiMr  judgment,  the  tract  guaranteed  by  the 
tnaty,  was  to  be  g^ven,  asit  had  been  promised, 
or  some  oUier  tract  in  lien  of  it. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection 
to  the  oltject  of  the  resolntion,  and  not  being 
de^rons  of  throwing  any  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  its  adoption,  withdrew  the  amoidment  to  tt 
which  he  had  before  offered. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Va.,  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  an  appropriation  had  been  asked 
from  this  House  to  enable  Indians  to  go  into 
the  wilderness  to  enlore  it.  He  had  thought 
that  the  object  of  the  system  adopted  by  (he 
General  Govwnment,  with  respect  to  the  In- 
dians, was  to  dviUM  those  pet^le,  and  to  get 
them  out  of  the  wilderness.  As  Uie  reverse, 
however,  seemed  intended  by  Uiis  resolution, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Haiix  said,  that  Government  had  made 
a  treaty  by  which  they  were  bound.  If  solemn 
treaties  were  to  be  considered  as  of  any  avail, 
and  the  Qovemment  meant  to  act  in  good 
£uth,  these  Indians  ought  to  receive  what  had 
been  promised  them.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this 
end,  that  he  had  offered  the  resolntion. 

liie  rescdntion  was  ad(^ted. 


Coati  Trantportation  o/  SIomk 

Mr.  MiTCHBix,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  offfered  Ot 

following  resolution : 

Jteaoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Wa.T8  and  Utam 
do  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  ao  matt 
of  the  16th  section  of  an  act  to  prohibit  the  i» 
portatioB  «i  alaves  into  any  port,  or  place, 
the  Jarisdietton  of  the  United  States,  etc^  as  neq^M 
that  the  owner  or  captain  intending  to  traoapoR  a 
riave,  ooaitwiae,  from  one  port  to  antrtber,  io  tin 
same  State,  abaU  preTioosly  dehver  to  the  CoBector 
a  manifest,  apeciiying  the  name,  ag«,  etc  of  mU 
slave,  and  swearing  that  the  said  slave  had  not  bea 
imported  since  the  year  1608,  and  that  ha  ms  kU 
to  service  by  the  bws  of  tha  State. 

Mr.  MrroHBLL  said  that,  withoat  some  ex- 
planation of  the  facts  referred  to,  the  reeotiitioe 
must  be,  in  a  great  measure,  nninteUigible.  Ii 
1807,  Congrees,  in  pursuance  of  a  clanse  in  At 
constitution  on  that  snlfJectiiasBed  an  act  np- 
pressing  the  slave  trade.  The  10th  eectiaa  of 
that  act  required  that,  when  a  slave  arrives  ia 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  a  Teasel  of  , 
more  than  40  tons  bnrthen,  the  captain  aod 
owner  most  unite  in  an  oath  that  the  slave  had 
not  been  imported  since  tiie  1st  January,  1606.  I 
This  ceremony  was  accomranied  with  feea  to  | 
the  collector  of  $1  60,  and  if  the  parties  failed 
to  comply  with  this  requirement  of  the  act,  | 
the  vessel  was  to  be  confiscated,  and  tiie  cap- 
tain to  pay  a  fine  of  $1,000.  At  the  time  this 
act  passed,  these  requirements  were  wise  and 
proper ;  because,  at  that  time,  oar  whole  coast 
swarmed  with  TesseU  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade ;  bnt  the  otgect  of  this  and  other  ads 
had  been  ftilly  accomplished,  and  that  trade 
might  now  be  prooonnced,  so  far  as  we  were 
concerned,  to  be  completely  snppresaed.  The 
last  accounts  received  from  our  station  ia 
Africa,  dedored  that  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can branches  of  the  trade  hod  ceased.  AH 
those  formerly  engaged  in  it,  had,  by  the  sever- 
ity of  our  taws,  been  expelled  from  the  conn- 
try,  and  no  such  trade  was  now  carried  on  ia 
any  part  of  our  coast.  The  act  to  which  he 
referred,  therefore,  while  it  imposed  a  very 
severe  tax  on  the  people  of  the  South^  vaL 
under  the  present  Btato  of  things  jprodoctivs  or 
no  benefit  whatever.  Its  operation  was  har- 
assing and  oppressive.  If  a  gentleman  wished 
to  go  with  his  servant  from  Charleeton  to 
Beaufort,  the  captain  is  under  the  neoesrity  <tf 
giving,  in  his  manifest,  an  account  <^  that 
uave.  His  oath,  and  that  of  the  owner,  most 
be  submitted  to  the  collector,  though  that  offi- 
cer should  know  ever  so  well  the  fact  to  be 
substantiated;  and,  if  a  gentieman  sends  his 
slave  up  ^d  down,  fifty  times  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  the  same  ceremony  must  he  gone 
through.  This  is  trouble  and  expense,  witii- 
oot  any  useful  end. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that,  tiiou|^  he  was  himsdf  a 
slaveholder,  he  was  as  wazm^  and  sinoer^ 
oi^KHsed  to  the  dave  trade  as  any  gentlonn  . 
ama  the  Ktffthecn  States  posribqr  ooold  bt^ 
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jmd  could  he  be  oonvinoedthAtsuoh  aproTision 
as  tliis  was  neoessaiy  to  the  pattiDg  down  of 
tibat  traffic,  he  would  be  tiie  last  man  to  oppose 
it ;  bat  he  was  convinoed  that  it  was  wholly 
uzmeoessary,  and  as  it  interposed  a  vexations 
eml>arBassment  in  the  interoonrse  between  the 
Soatbem  States,  he  was  desirous  of  seeing  it 
repealed ;  but  wished  to  obtain  the  opinion  o( 
tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueam  on  that 
•aldeot. 

.Mr.  Mbbokb  said,  that,  wiUiont  intendiog  to 
express  any  opinion  apon  the  anbject  of  the 
iaquiry  which  the  geatleman  from  South  Oaro- 
Una  was  desirona  to  institute,  he  ooold  not  re- 
frain  from  oorrecting  erroneous  impreesion 
which  be  seemed  to  hare  formed^  that  the 
slave  trade  was  abolished.  On  the  contrary, 
he  believed  that  it  was  now  carried  on  to  as 

Eeat  an  extent  as  at  any  former  period  of  its 
story ;  and  to  some  exton^  though  precisely 
to  what,  by  American  u^ntal,  he  would  not 
undertake  to  determine. 

The  resolution  was  Uien  adqited. 

Canal  in  the  Territory  of  Miehigan. 

ICr.  Wrao  offered  the  following : 
JRmoM,  That  the  CommiUee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
■iata  be  instrootad  to  Inqafre  Into  the  ezpetUency 
of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  fbr  examinfi^  and 
determiiiiDg  upoD  a  suitable  route  fbr  a  canal  across 
the  peoinsola  of  Michigan,  to  conuect  the  waters  of 
Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

Retolved,  alto.  That  tiie  same  committee  be  io- 
•tracted  to  iaqoire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
Ittjating,  for  the  purpose  of  making  said  cuial, 
traeta  of  land  on  each  tide  of  said  roatet  eqnal  in 
qoantity  to  those  beretofbre  granted  for  eoiutruct- 
Ing  the  Dlinois  and  IntUana  Canals. 

llr.  Wing  smd  that,  as  the  importance  of  the 
nsolntioQs  might  not  at  onoe  be  apparent  to 
the  House,  he  would  ask  the  indolgenoe  of  a 
moment,  whilst  he  briefly  stated  a  few  of  the 
reasons  which  have  indicated  the  propriety  of 
the  present  inquiry.  The  difficulties  wid  dan- 
gers which  attend  the  passage  of  our  north- 
westom  lakes;  the  exposures  to  which  the  lives, 
the  health,  and  the  property  of  Individuals,  as 
well  as  the  property  of  the  Government,  are 
fubjecte<l ;  the  frequeot  losses  which  are  sus- 
t^ed,  both  by  the  pnblio  and  by  individnals, 
In  enoonntering  a  luvigataon  of  nmrly  eight 
hondred  miles  in  extent,  fW>m  the  h4»d  of  Lake 
Brie  to  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is 
difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  even  in  the  most 
IsTorabie  seasons  of  the  year;  indeed,  the  utter 
impraotioability  of  navigating  some  of  our 
most  northerly  lakes  ana  straits,  daring  the 
winter  months,  Mr.  W.  said,  all  conspired  to 
render  it  an  object  of  no  inconsiderable  mo- 
ment, not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  ooon- 
trj,  but  to  tlie  Govemmeot  itself,  to  effect  as 
^ieedily  as  possible,  a  safe  channel  of  com- 
mnnic^on  across  the  peninsula  of  that  terri- 
tory. 

This  otiJeGt  onoe  aoomnpliahed,  together  with 
tint  of  the  nimots  OanaL  fox  th*  oonitniotioa 
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of  whiob  the  Government  has  already  made  a 
large,  if  not  an  ample  provision,  you  not  only 
avoid  the  necesrity,  in  time  of  war,  as  well  as 
peaoe^  of  transporting  every  description  of 
iwperty,  destined  for  the  supply  of  your 
northwestern  and  western  ports,  through  a 
long  chain  of  narrow  straits,  which  bring  yon 
wiuiin  mnaket  shot  of  the  British  shore;  as 
well  as  the  dan^rs  of  a  boisterous  lake  navi- 

SUon,  to  which  I  have  Just  ad vwted;  bntyoa 
v^  at  once  a  safb  and  sa^y  inland  oommoni- 
oation,  upon  nearty  the  whole  line  of  joor 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier,  extending 
from  Kew  York  to  the  Hissiasippi. 

I  present  this  subject,  Mr.  Sprakor,  the  mm 
confidently,  because  it  is  not  trammellea  by 
those  constitutional  objections  which  have  been 
heretofore  urged  against  similar  propositions 
from  the  States.  The  whole  route  of  this  con- 
templated canal  is  within  the  limits  of  a  terri- 
tory, over  which  the  United  States  exeroiw 
the  exdu^ve  sovereignty ;  and  within  whldi 
the  United  States  are  the  prinoipal  owncm  <tf 
the  soil.  To  sodi  as  nuqr  not  have  adverted 
to  the  suljeot,  who  are  not  inthnstdy  aoquainfr' 
ed  with  thegec^p^hy  of  that  oonntrr,  and  tii* 
fiuuUties  wiui  which  the  olfjeot  may  be  aooom* 
plished,  the  item  of  expense  mi^^t,  at  firs^ 
seem  to  be  an  oUectiim.  OareAil  examinational 
however,  have  been  made  by  a  uuml>6r  of  our 
most  scientific  and  intelligent  citizens,  who 
hesitate  not  to  say,  that  a  canal  may  be  om- 
structed  across  that  peninsula,  at  less  expenas 
than  any  one  of  simuar  extent  wUoh  has  ever 
been  attempted  in  the  Union. 

If,  therefore,  to  facilitate  the  intoroourss 
between  the  Afferent  sections  of  the  United 
Stetes ;  if  to  render  the  tranmnlatloa  of  prop- 
erty both  cheap  and  safe ;  n  to  eahanca  tM 
valne  of  the  publio  domsin,  by  improving  ^ 
and  thereby  inviting  it  to  a  healthful  and  en- 
terprising population ;  if  to  give  stebility  to 
your  frontier  settlements  in  that  quarter,  and 
add  strength  to  an  extended  and  defenodess 
frontier,  be  legitimate  objects  for  Oon^reesional 
l^^ation,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
Government — then,  sir,  I  may  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  resolutions  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  submitting,  vrill  be  favorably  received 
by  the  House,  and  will  obtain  a  duwtion  to 
that  committee  fhim  whose  inTe8tigatioit&  not 
only  the  citizens  oil  the  territoiT,  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  who  feel  a  de^  interest 
in  the  subject,  bnt  the  Govemnent  itself  may 
anticipate  beneficial  results. 
The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Ca$9  qf  ^arigny  lyAutarive. 

The  renuUnder  of  tiie  day  was  spent  in  de- 
bate upon  a  bill  fi^  the  relief  of  Marigny 
D^Auterive,  This  was  a  private  bill,  providing 
for  remnnenUing  the  claimant  for  the  lost  time 
of  a  slave  impressed  into  the  service  of  Uie 
United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  was 
wounded,  and  also  for  hoq)ital  charges. 

Hr.  I^rnrosioH  taidf  that  the  Gomi^tte*  cf 
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Claims  asHome  it  as  a  prinoiple,  that  the  United 
States  GoTemmeot  is  not  bonnd,  in  any  oase, 
to  pay  for  ilares  ii^ored  or  lost ;  because  they 
are  not  considered  as  property.  A  prindpte 
lik«  this,  (sud  Mr.  L.,)  is  one  of  the  most  seri- 
ous importanoe^  not  <aily  to  my  oonstitnoits, 
tint  to  all  those  who  are  interested  In  thia 
species  of  prc^>erty,  thron^oot  a  large  and 
very  important  portion  of  these  United  8t^»s. 
Slaves  not  property!  What  are  they  then? 
If  not  property,  they  are  iree ;  if  they  are  not 
cor  property,  we  have  no  right  to  their  ser- 
vice :  if  they  are  not  property,  the  whole 
fonndatiOD  on  which  the  constitation  of  this 
Union  rests,  is  shaken.  And  is  it  by  a  by-blow 
like  this,  that  so  important  a  principle  is  to  be 
established  1  I  trust  not.  I  trust  that  the 
representatives  of  those  States  who  are  so 
luippy,  yea,  bit,  I  say  so  h^ipy,  as  not  to  pos- 
aess  any  of  this  species  of  property,  will  not, 
by  aanctioning  sncn  a  prindi^  lay  a  founda- 
tfon  for  that  discontent,  for  that  Jealousy,  for 
that  division,  and  for  all  tiiose  most  serions 
oonseqoences,  which  moat  result  from  aach  a 
deoiuon.  The  sum  in  this  bill  is  nothing ;  it  is 
not  to  be  spokra  of— it  is  not  for  that  I  now 
address  this  House ;  but  I  should  basely  betray 
the  duty  I  owe  to  those  who  have  entrust^ 
their  interests  to  my  hands,  did  I  not  protest 
against  Uie  admission  of  a  principle  like  that 
advanced  in  this  report.  Indeed,  sir,  it  can 
•carcely  be  believed,  that  the  Committee  of 
Olainu  intended  to  establish  it  The  terms  on 
vhioh  we  entered  into  tiie  social  compact,  and 
withont  which  it  would  never  have  been  form- 
ed, the  laws  whisk  hftve  been  passed,  and  the 
Ireaties  made  under  it,  must  tSi  have  prevented 
tiieir  coming  to  this  condndon;  and,  inde- 
pendent of  these,  the  laws,  not  of  the  Southern 
States  only,  but  in  those  very  quarters  of  the 
continent  where  sach  an  opinion  seems  now  to 
be  held — ^the  laws  of  those  States  would  have 
taught  ^em,  that  this  opinion  could  not  proper- 
ly be  held.  How  long  is  it  since,  in  those  very 
States,  the  laws  whidi  considered  them  to  be 
as  much  property  as  any  other  article,  have 
been  repealed  I  In  New  York,  wiUiin  the  year 
•-in  other  States,  they  still  exist.  It  would  be 
well, 'therefore,  for  gentlemen  who  might  be 
induied  to  fhvor  the  doctrines  of  this  report, 
to  look  at  home^  and  see  whether,  by  voting 
for  it,  they  do  not  sustain  a  principle  as  much 
at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  States,  as  it 
is  with  the  Oonstitatton  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  With  all  this  evidence  before  them,  1 
can  scarcely  believe  it  to  have  been  the  deliber- 
ate intention  of  the  respectable  committee,  to 
declare  that  slaves  were  not  the  property  of 
their  masters ;  yet,  whatever  may  hare  been 
their  intention,  their  langoage  ia  bat  too  pl^ ; 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no 
other  conclnnon.  I  move  yon,  therefore,  an 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

■  [The  amendment  of  ICr.  Lb  went  to  introduce 
a  danse.allowing  the  claim  for  the  iiOnry  done 
to  the  slave,  and  for  medical  attendance  on  him.] 


Mr.  WHrrTLsaiT,  a  member  of  the  ConunitUa 
of  Claims,  and  who  had  reported  the  bill  under 
consideration,  spoke  in  reply.  He  aud  be  ex- 
tremely regretted  that  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (tb.  Ijtihgston)  bald  thongfat  prop- 
er to  ediibit,  in  the  disonsidon  of  this  qaestio^ 
so  mneh  spirit  and  wannth  of  feeling;  It  is  a 
question,  said  be^  that  ought  to  be  dMided  dii- 
pasnonately,  on  its  own  intrinrae  merits,  with- 
ont awakmg  sectional  feelings  or  jealoitses; 
and  he  trusted  that  his  (Mr.  L.'8)  appeal  to 
Southern  gentlemen  to  rally  round  hia  etaad- 
ard,  would  not,  on  ^is  occasion,  be  responded 
to  by  them.  He  might  assuredly  have  abstaia- 
ed  from  charging  the  committee  witii  falsehood, 
and  with  having  introduced  into  the  r^Niit 
any  sentiment  or  expression,  which  has  neces- 
sarily provoked  this  debate.  The  committee 
studioiuly  avoided  touching  the  question  wMdi 
the  gentleman  apprehends  is  so  vitally  im- 
portant to  the  slaveholder.  The  whole  of  Ini 
argoment  ia  baaed  (m-folse  premisesLand Idi 
dMuotiona  are  of  oonrse  erroneous.  He  tafcai 
it  for  granted,  that  the  committee  have  abi 
"  that  slaves  are  not  property."  In  this  he  is 
mistaken;  there  is  no  such  position  taken  ia 
the  report.  They  have  said,  that  "  alaves  an 
not  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  paid 
for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  ser- 
vice." Can  the  gentleman  disprove  the  truth 
of  this  assertion,  by  recurring  to  a  dngle  csee, 
where  the  Government  has  paid  for  a  slave 
lost  in  the  service  ?  When  the  gentieman  ap- 
peals to  the  pasaons  of  the  committee,  and 
presses  vooa  its  conuderation  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  have,  in  this  instance,  ad- 
vanced new  and  alarming  doctrines,  it  be- 
hooves him  to  look  into  former  reports,  and 
ascertain  from  them  the  sentiments  of  fwma 
committees,  when  deciding  on  similar  qnes- 
tions.  The  Committee  of  Claims  ^ve  to  this 
subject  the  most  unremitted  attention,  and  did 
not  content  themselves  with  examining  the 
printed  reports,  but  they  also  careftilly  examin- 
ed alt  the  manuscript  reports,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  war;  nay,  they  went 
still  farther ;  they  sent  to  the  Begister  of  the 
Treasury,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  there 
were  any  instances,  daring  the  Bevolotiuiaiy 
war,  where  slaves  bad  been  paid  ftu-  by  tba 
Government,  and  the  answer  waa,  there  w«« 
none.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  dnring  that 
long  and  arduous  struggle,  when  the  whole 
energies  of  the  country  were  put  in  reqtUutiofi, 
there  were  no  slaves  in  the  service,  nor  that 
some  of  them  were  not  slain  in  battle^  or 
otherwise  lost  to  the  owners. 

He  denied  the  right  of  the  Qovemment  to 
impress  slaves,  and  said,  therein  the  interest 
of  the  master  was  amply  protected.  He  said, 
the  country  was  to  be  defended  by  free  men, 
and  he  would  advocate  no  principles  whieb 
would  enable  them  to  stay  at  home,  and  aand 
thdr  alavea  into  the  raiuu  of  the  aro^,  or 
which  would  oompel  the  Govenunent  to  im- 
prees  them.  Slaves  can  no  more  be  I'mrTWliI 
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lion  minors — who  are  not  liabU  to  perfonn 
nilttarj  doty ;  bat  sappoee  a  nodnor,  in  the  time 
>f  imndneat  danger,  was  in  the  service,  would 
lis  parent  or  master,  if  an  apprentice,  have 
iny  claim  on  the  Government  for  a  remnnera* 
ion  for  his  losa,  if  snch  minor  was  killed  or 
¥oanded  in  battle?  No  one  wonld  pretend 
hat  be  wonld ;  and  why  not,  if  the  master  is 
o  be  com^nsated  for  the  loss  of^  or  for  injury 
lone  to,  bis  slave  1  The  service  of  the  minor 
8  not  the  less  valuable  because  be  is  white, 
ind  the  parent  or  master  is  ordinarily  entitled 
o  it.  The  discussion  of  these  topics  is  at  all 
imea  unpleasant,  wd,  in  this  initanoe,  It  is 
irho%  mmeoesBarjr  and  gratoitoos.  80  far  as 
ny  informaUmi  has  extended,  those  In  the 
lon-aUveholding  States  bare  for  their  bretb- 
*en  in  the  South  the  kindest  feelings;  they 
soQsider  slavery  to  be  a  national  evil,  and  are 
lisposed  to  relieve  the  oountry  ftom  itL  so  for 
IS  meftts  the  acquiescence  of  the  daveholder, 
uid  no  farther. 

Hr.  LiriKoBTON  said :  The  gentleman  says  I 
lave  misunderstood  the  committee,  and  that 
Jiey  do  consider  slaves  as  property.  Well,  rir, 
f  so,  why  have  they  not  allowed  compensation 
or  their  injuir !  But  have  I  misunderstood  the 
wmmittee  I  Have  they  not  carefully  employed, 
ihronghont  tilieir  report,  in  every  case  (but  one) 
irhere  they  spetik  <n  the  slave  of  JL  IVAnterive 
ihe  word  servant,  and  carefully  avoided  th« 
irord  slave  f  [Here  IS1.  L,  quoted  the  report] 
"itow,  the  gentleman  tolls  ns  that  the  committee 
lave  nowhere  siud  that  a  slave  is  not  property. 

Bnt  they  have  said  expressly,  that  they  have 
lot  been  considered  by  the  Government  as 
property  which  ooght  to  be  paid  for  when 
laken  for  public  ase.  And  the  addition  to  the 
}hrase  in  which  it  is  said  that  they  are  not 
iroperty,  cannot  qualify  it  so  as  to  lessen  the 
iff&st  of  that  allegatioA,  and  the  sentence  has 
>recisely  the  same  meaning  as  if  it  had  read 
,haa :  "  Slaves  have  never  been  considered  by 
iie  Government  aa  property,  and  therefore  are 
lot  to  be  paid  for."  U  they  are  property,  of 
iny  description  whatever,  they  must  tw  paid 
'or  when  taken  for  public  nae.  The  oonstitn- 
.ion  makes  no  distinction.  It  embraces  all 
irivate  property,  of  whatever  nature.  If  Ooo- 
p-ess  could  distinguish  and  say  this  species  of 
>rivate  property  shall  be  compensated  for,  that 
ihall  not,  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
ivould  be  nugatory,  and  every  species  of  prop- 
erty might  in  its  turn  become  the  subject  of 
in  exception.  We  must,  then,  argne  upon  the 
■eport,  not  upon  the  explanation  of  it  given 
>7  one  of  the  members  who  made  it. 

Mr.  Fon  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
mn^ng  to  the  notice  of  the  House  a  single 
'act.  Ilie  gentlemaa  teom  Louisiana  had  put 
.he  matter  on  its  true  footing.  If  this  slave 
lad  been  impressed  and  lost,  those  who  im- 
>rej3sed  him  must  t>e  held  to  pay.  This  princi- 
>le,  80  far  from  never  having  been  aoknowl- 
.>dged  or  acted  upon  by  this  Goramment,  had 
yeea  ezpre«l7  acknoiriedged  and  aoted  upon 
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in  a  very  memorable  instance.  The  gentlemaa 
from  the  Oommlttee  on  Olfdms  said,  that  pay- 
ment had  never  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  slaves  lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  pre- 
cedenta  to  prove  it ;  but  of  all  the  oases  cited 
by  the  gentleman,  only  one  had  any  bearing 
on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  case 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in 
the  service,  was  not  certainly  proved  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  his  death ;  but  it  was  this 
doubt  only  that  was  the  true  reason  why  the 
slave  had  not  been  paid  for,  and  not  any  doubt 
whether  the  slave  was  to  be  reckoned  as  prop- 
erty. But  the  instance  to  which  be  had  at  flnfe 
alluded,  was  one  that  oonld  not  be  denied  or 
doubted.  In  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
this  Government  openly  claims  payment  ttse 
slaves  forcibly  taken  away,  and  the  claim  has 
been  allowed,  and  large  sums  paid  by  the 
British  Government  on  this  very  principle.  If 
this  is  not  an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle 
by  this  Government,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conoeive 
what  can  be ;  and  surely  our  own  Government 
is  as  much  bound  by  it  as  the  Government  of  a 
foreign  country. 

]fr.  McOoT  (of  the  Committee  of  Olaima) 
said,  that  this  was  a  delicate  snl^ect,  and  he 
ooold  not  help  thinking  that  the  atcnment  <i£ 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  wu,  m  its  prao- 
tical  tendeooy,  more  ii^arions  to  the  interest  of 
the  Southern  States  than  that  advoosted  by  the 
Committee.  The  Government  fsaid  Mr.  MoO.) 
does  not  pretend  any  legal  rignt  to  take  and 
use  this  species  of  property,  and  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  coerce  its  employment.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  would  not  willingly  have  a  sluj^e 
slave  in  or  at>out  the  Army  at  ail.  He  thou^t 
our  soldiers  sboold  all  be  freemeo.  That  Gov* 
emment  in  its  treatment  of  slaves  conridered 
them  as  something  more  than  property.  The 
oonstitation  does  the  same — it  considers  them 
not  only  as  property,  but  as  persons  also.  The 
Government  has  no  authorit?'  whatever  to  call 
slaves  into  the  pubUe  military  sttvloe.  There 
may  be  Justice  in  some  cases  in  allowing  foe 
their  loss :  but  be,  for  one,  had  rather  see  all 
the  slave  owners  of  the  South  suffer  scnne  lost 
than  grant  claims  of  this  kind,  and  thus  aano- 
tion  the  principle  that  Government  has  a  right 
to  impress  slaves  into  the  service.  He  knew 
that  the  States  in  which  this  kind  of  propra^ 
existed  had  their  own  laws,  by  whlcli  ^ves 
were  made  property  in  the  most  complete  sense 
of  that  term.  But  these  were  not  laws  of  the 
General  Government.  The  Govmiment  has  no 
control  over  slaves — and  he  would  rather  lose 
a  slave  entirely  than  admit  that  the  General 
Government  had  a  right  to  take  it.  So  far  was 
the  Government  from  pretending  to  thia,  or 
admitting  the  principle  now  contended  for 
when  the  law  of  1816  made  provlriona  for 
property  lost  in  the  1^  war,  a  gentleman  frmn 
one  of  the  Southern  States  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  include  this  species  of 
OTopertj  with  other  descriptions  of  it :  but  tlw 
House,  on  ftilloonaideration,  rejected  the  amend- 
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meat.  This  faot  had  a  etxong  inflnenoe  on  the 
deoisioa  of  the  Committee  of  Claims.  They 
took  the  lav  of  1816  as  their  snide — and  they 
found  pleasure  io  thus  being  able  to  avoid  the 
dedsioQ  of  the  abstract  qaeststm.  The  sabject 
bad  not  been  lightly  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee. He  would  oondude  by  repeating  his 
oonviction  that  the  Honse  wonld  do  more 
ii^nry  to  the  daTehdding  StatesL  by  sanoticm- 
ing  the  principle  that  the  General  Government 
have  the  right  to  impress  a  dave,  than  hy 
refodng  the  present  amendment. 

Ifr.  OwBN,  of  Alabama,  thoo^ht  that,  instead 
of  cherishing  a  wish  to  avoid  the  qnestion 
tnTolred  in  the  amendment,  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  very  desirable  that  it  should  be  Mly 

E resented  far  decision.  Let  it  be  considered, 
it  it  be  fully  debated,  and  let  it  be  finally  acted 
on.  He  thoaght  somewhat  differently  from  his 
honorable  friend  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the 
present  case,  not  preeentiiw  all  the  points 
neoeesary  to  ensare  a  ftiU  and  otHTOct  inTestiga- 
tion:  btttif  thefiBotaareasatatedbythemem- 
bff  flwra  Loniuuia,  and  not  contested  by  the 
member  from  Ohio,  then  the  case  is  taUy  made 
ont;  Irat  he  ^>preheDded,  having  once  pMd 
icnne  attention  to  this  qnestion,  that  the 
Teewd  evidence  will  not  sapport  the  issue 
proper  to  be  made.  Bat,  yielmng  in  this  my 
opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  of  the  &ct8  to 
that  of  others,  and  inasmuch,  too,  as  this  point 
is  not  contested  in  the  report,  I  will  assume, 
that  all  that  is  requisite  is  embraced ;  and  when 
the  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  country,  let 
it  be  distinctly  understood  that  all  the  material 
flwta  sustain  uie  issue. 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed,  not  fearing  nor 
antidpating  oonseqaenoes.  And,  dr,  oould  it 
be  presentod  to  Congress  (or  ac||udication  or 
kfl^uative  r^pilation,  whether  the  slave  was 
the  property  of  the  master  or  not  I  could 
readily  conceive  that  the  most  a{^>alling  con- 
sequeaoes  would  ever  attend  ita  pnwresa  here ; 
and,  At,  though  I  have  all  the  confidence  that 
patriotinn  can  demand,  in  the  action  of  this 
House  or  Congress,  acting  within  its  legitimate 
^>here  of  delegated  powers,  yet,  sir,  ue  very 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would 
destroy  that  confidence.  It  matters  not  that 
this  step  should  be  on  a  point  connected  with 
tills  partionlar  class  of  rights,  ddicate  as  it  has 
ever  beeu  otmsidered,  and  on  wbioh  the  jealousy 
of  ao  large  a  porti(»i  oi  the  people  of  this 
country  is  prop«iy  excited,  or  whether  it  should 
be  on  any  other.  The  first  act  of  assumed 
unconstitutional  right  here,  is  in  violation  of 
tht  charter  that  binds  us  together,  and  there- 
fore becomes  a  usurpation,  and  any  usorpation 
is  alarming,  whether  in  this  Government  or  any 
other,  but  more  especially  in  this. 

Is,  then,  the  question  to  'be  raised  here, 
vbether  this  class  of  people  is  iH*operty  ?  Sir, 
it  cannot,  nor  will  not,  I  hope,  he  ^vely 
asked  or  answered ;  and  to  my  mind  it  is  only 
inroWed  by  yoor  granting  tite  indemnity,  or 
Ij  jam  reAisal  of  it.   If  granted  inddentdly, 
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it  is  decided;  though  intrinricaBy  70a  gavi 
no  greater  validity  to  a  right  already^  perfrrt 
and  complete:  Imt  if  refused,  you  wUfabeU 
from  a  portion  of  the  pet^ile  of  this  UnioD,  that 
wbi<di  you  have  repeMedly  n>anted  to  anotte 
portion,  and  prevent  the  fifth  article  oi  the 
ammdments  of  t^e  constitution  from  haviag 
due  force  and  execution ;  fm*,  with  other  t&ngi^ 
it  declares, "  nor  shall  private  proper^  be  ii£m 
tore  pablio  use,  withoat  Jost  ocwnpcnaatioD.^ 
If  you  reftase  this  "just  compensatioii,*'  m 
murt  either  say  that  you  violate  the  coostrte- 
tion,  or  else  you  dedde  that  ^-vea  are  nst 
pr(»)erty.   Are  yon  then  prepared  to  nob 
such  decision!   I  think  not.    And,  althoe^ 
the  member  from  Ohio  gravely  insiats  t^ 
slaves  are  persons;  yet  ne         not  deaify 
denied  that  persons  may  not  be  propertj.  &, 
what  is  it  we  look  to,  to  ascertain  what  is  « 
what  is  not  property  ?   It  is  to  law. 

We  are  told  that  there  is  no  antbont^  t» 
impress  a  slave ;  that  it  is  in  ^obition  of  hiw; 
that  this  is  a  qtedea  of  pn^teriy  above  the  lav. 
I  grant  it,  sir,  and  the  very  same  princii^  I 
olami  as  equally  applicable  to  any  deecriptka 
of  private  property.   Can  gentlemoi  point  m 
to  a  code  of  law  regolatii^  impressmeolBl 
None  such  exist.    The  very  term  indicates  its 
character.   Its  law  is  power,  and  its  aetiaa 
neoessity.   It  is  not,  nor  never  can  be,  based 
upon  ri^t ;  and  the  very  claose  of  the  consdtD- 
tion,  which  I  have  before  recited,  ^ves  not  the 
right,  but  recognizes  the  power,  and  enforces 
remuneration.   This  clause  was  not  ingrafted 
into  the  constitution,  to  delegate  to  the  Fedoai 
Government  a  power  not  jnyUmafy  possessed 
but  to  compel  uie  fiilfihnent  of  the  demands  of 
Justice — a  power  inherent  in  all  GoTemoeaXt 
from  neoesdty  called  into  actitm.   All  Goveni- 
ments  dum  the  power,  but  few  grant  the 
indemnity :  onrs,  baaed  upon  principles  of  stem 
justice,  provided  for  tne  mdemnity,  in  its 
fundamental  law,  but  left  as  it  ever  should  be  left 
— ^the  regolation  of  the  power  to  be  oontrofied 
by  the  exigencies  of  the  case ;  and  these  never 
should  be  less  than  the  sternest  necessitj.  Si:^ 
all  impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  inipresH 
ment  is  a  trespass  against  individnsl  right; 
neoessity,  therefore,  becomes  the  law,  ana  iti 
operation  should  only  be,  when,  for  the  benefit 
of  tiie  whtde  it  beoomes  ueoessaiy  to  sacrifies 
individual  interest.  Sir,  in  the  cate  bdiwe  jo^ 
I  cannot  anticipate  a  denial  of  the  existence  of 
each  necessity :  if  it  ever  did  exist  anywher^ 
it  snrdy  did  exist  on  this  occasion.   The  case 
then  is  made  out ;  the  strong  arm  of  the  Got- 
emment  has  been  exerted  to  take  from  a  prirats 
citizen  his  individual  property.   Can  your  jus- 
tice deny  the  compensation  which  your  power 
enables  you  to  withhold  1  The  impressnteot  th 
from  necessity ;  the  indemnity  is  from  the  Ist. 

Hr.  MrroBSix,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  tbst 
he  had  not  fully  understood  the  case  for  vlaA 
this  bill  is  to  provide.  The  genti^naa  turn 
Alabama  had  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  thi 
main  fact,  which  was  the  impressment  of  thi 
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riave.  This  Ifr.  IC  ooDnderdd  as  the  point  on 
which  the  decision  mast  tnm.  If  Government 
impressed  the  slave,  Government  most  pay  for 
his  loss  of  time ;  bat,  if  his  master  voluntarily 
took  him  into  the  ranks,  he  most  submit  to  the 
loss.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill  might 
be  recommitted  to  the  Oommittee  on  Claims, 
in  order  that  fuller  testimonj  as  to  the  main 
point  might  be  exhibited  to  that  committee. 

Hr.  Stbokq  said,  that  he  had  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  reonniDg  to  a  ^nei.  in  legislation, 
which  seemed  to  have  e80^>ed  the  noMoe  of 
gentlemen.  It  was  a  dagolar  <nroiimstaiice,  in 
relation  to  our  slave  popuatioo,  that,  up  to  the 
year  1814,  there  was  no  law  which  protected 
them  from  military  service.  Previous  to  that 
year,  the  taw  of  enlistment  permitted  officers 
to  enrol  "effective  able-bodied  men,"  but  in 
December,  1814,  the  law  was  changed,  and 
since  that  time  none  may  be  enlisted,  but  "free 
effective  able-bodied  men."  Before  that  time, 
slaves  might  be  enlisted,  bat  since  that  time 
ttiey  cannot.  The  inferenoe  is  of  deep  interest 
to  aU  the  slaveholding  States.  If  it  oe  a  Mr 
inference  from  what  he  bad  stated,  that  the  In- 
tendment of  our  previbns  Legislatnrea  had  been 
that  slaves  shonid  form  a  pecollar  spedes  of 
property,  which  was  placed  withont  tne  reach 
of  military  law^  so  that  they,  like  horses,  oxen, 
and  other  chattels,  might  not  be  taken  for  mil- 
itary nse ;  then  the  explanatory  statute  of  1814 
would  lose  its  effect,  if  the  doctrine,  now  ad- 
vanced by  gentlemen,  in  support  of  this  bill, 
was  to  be  admitted.  If  snch  was  their  wish,  if 
they  did  intend  to  put  this  species  of  property 
over,  within  the  reach  of  the  military  power  of 
the  ITnited  States,  so  be  it.  It  was  for  them  to 
lodge  ot  This  was  the  great  miestion  involved 
in  die  present  disonssIoD :  ShaU  slave  property, 
like  hones  and  can,  be  placed  withont  the 
reach  of  the  srm  of  miUtwy  govemmMit,  or 
notf  If  the  gentlemen  take  the  former  ground 
and  agree  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  this  slave,  then 
the  whole  mass  of  slave  population  is  pat 
within  the  reach  of  the  Government.  For 
himself,  he  <Ud  not  now  say  that  be  did  not 
agree  to  take  either  of  these  courses. 

Ifr.  Hauilton  Bfud,  that  be  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  oontributiog  to  any  excitement 
which  the  debate  might  have  ocoasioaed :  for, 
if  the  question  was  really  a  dlfl^cult  and  criti- 
cal one,  (whioh  he  did  not  peroeive,)  it  ought 
wly  to  M  approached  with  a  greater  degree  of 
calmness  and  deliberation. 

How,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
Congress  is  about  to  decide,  (whiUever  may  be 
tiie  fate  of  the  claim  before  yon,)  whether 
^ves  be  property  or  not ;  beoanse,  so  long  as 
this  Oonfederacy  lasts,  and  the  constitution  that 
««ated  it,  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle  any 
mch  question,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  a^u- 
ment.  The  question,  therefore,  before  the 
House,  is  not  whether  slaves  be  property  or 
not,  beoaose  the  mere  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition involves  an  absurdity  in  its  terms ;  bnt 
whether  there  be  any  thing  in  tibia  peculiar 
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species  of  pn^rty  which  should  derive  its 
owners  of  a  Just  claim  to  indemni^,  when  ior 
jured  or  destroyed  in  the  pablic  service. 

To  sustain  the  negative  of  this  qaesticHi,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  pre- 
cedents, nearly  all  of  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  con- 
sidered as  inapplicable.  For  it  woald  be  recol- 
lected, in  the  case  he  had  cited,  in  which  Con- 
gress had  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
either  for  the  loss  or  for  i^jary  to  tiieir  slaves 
in  the  pubUo  service,  was  where  thcrjr  had  been 
taken  by  their  masters  into  the  army  as  their 
servants,  for  which  their  owners  received  a  foil 
equivalent  in  pay,  clothing,  and  sabsistenoe^ 
with  a  perfect  nnderstandtng  of  the  risk  which 
their  slaves  were  to  enooanter.  But  this  does 
not  touch  the  question  of  coercive  impress- 
ment, made  of  a  slave,  not  as  a  soldier,  bat  as 
a  laborer,  precisely  as  any  domestic  animal  or 
iraplepienls  of  husbandry  might  be  taken  for 
'  the  public  nse.  Claims  of  this  description 
could,  in  his  view  of  the  snbjeot,  be  piUd  with- 
out affirming  any  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  «ilist  or  to  make  coercive  levies,  by 
w^  of  conscription,  of  tiie  slaves  of  the 
Sonth.  On  the  eontraryj  he  thought  the  pay- 
ment of  this  daim  sostained  the  converse  of 
this  proposition,  and  proved  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  cwtrol  over  skves  as  military 
persons ;  bnt  took  them  for  the  mere  purposes 
of  labor,  as  prc^ierty,  and,  for  tbdr  nse  or  in- 
jury, their  owners  were  to  be  p^  in  this  light 
alone. 

Mr.  Erbukb  s^d,  that  what  he  had  this  day 
heard  advanced  was  so  very  extraordinary,  that  it 
called  on  him  to  say  something.  What  Is  this 
case  ?  A  man  has  had  his  slave  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  em- 

Sloyed  in  its  service,  and  there  woonded,  if  not 
astroyed.  Shall  the  master  be  p^d  for  it,  or 
not!  This  was  the  qaestion,  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  think  so  terrible.  TBe  gen- 
tlemen say  we  most  not  toach'  it ;  bat  they  do 
touch  it,  and  they  say  the  man  most  not  be 
paid,  because  a  slave  is  not  property.  This  Is 
the  logio  of  ooll^e^leamed  gentlemen.  How, 
for  my  own  part,  1  do  not  care  when  or  where 
tills  (Question  is  discassed.  I  am  wilting  to 
meet  it  anywhere.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  (ifr.  Stboko)  has  told  us  that  the  officer 
of  Government,  and  not  the  Government,  must 
be  respondble.  Shr,  this  may  do  very  well  in 
a  certain  sohodf  Imt  it  will  never  do  hi  s 
school  <tf  justice  I  I  can  never  consent  to  such 
a  doctrine  as  that  I'm  for  potting  the  saddle 
on  the  right  horse.  If  the  servant  of  the  Got- 
emment  acts  ni^astly  and  tyrannically,  the 
Government  mast  pay  for  it  t  Who  ever  heard 
of  such  an  argument  t  The  Government  not 
responsible  1  Why,  even  in  the  most  despotic 
Governments,  such  a  notion  was  never  heard 
of;  bat,  in  a  Repablican  Govunment,  like 
oars,  it's  intolerable.  If  ever  there  was  a  just 
claim  before  this  House,  this  is  one.  And  if 
the  qaestion  is  to  be  argaed  how  far  a  slave  is 
the  property     his  owner,  I,  fin-  one,  sm  will^ 
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ins  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  that  I 
believe  a  ^ve  is  as  mnofa  the  property  of  hla 
master  as  aaj  thing  else  that  he  owns. 

Mr,  Ti.Tu«  salS,  that  he  had  nnderstood  a 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Garolina  Qix.  Hamil- 
ton) as  having  advanced  the  opinion,  that  the 
right  to  t^e  and  employ  a  slave  for  the  public 
service,  arises  out  of  the  imminent  necessity  of 
a  state  of  war.  There  was  a  very  striking  case, 
illostrative  of  this  matter,  which  took  place  in 
1814.  Previous  to  that  time  no  person  had 
been  allowed  by  law  to  be  enlisted,  onless  he 
was  over  21  years  of  age,  or  the  consent  of  his 
master,  if  be  was  an  apprentice,  had  been  ob- 
tuned  in  writing.  But,  at  that  disastroijphour, 
while  utting  amidst  the  rains  of  this  captol, 
Oon^«88  £ut  the  necesuty  of  raiung  armies  to 
defend  the  country,  tjden  attacked  on  ita  sea- 
coast,  on  its  northern  frontur,  and  in  the  ex- 
treme West  Under  the  pressare  of  such  a  ne- 
cessity, a  law  was  passed,  anthorizing  minors 
of  18  years  to  be  emistedf  without  the  consent 
of  thur  masters,  and  the  same  law  was  after- 
wards repeated,  to  the  destmction  of  the  con- 
tract by  which  a  servant  is  bound  to  his  mas- 
ter. Yet,  even  in  that  law,  the  contract  was 
BO  far  aclmowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bounty 
to  which  the  recruit  had  a  claim  was  required 
to  be  paid  to  his  master.  The  injustice  and 
the  oppressive  effect  of  this  act,  was  pressed 
upon  the  House  with  very  great  force  oi  argu- 
ment by  a  large  portarai  of  the  members  from 
the  Northern  States.  It  was  painted  in  colors 
as  glowing  as  any  which  can  possibly  be  used 
on  the  present  occasion.  But  whi^  did  Con- 
gress do  t  Were  they  deterred  by  these  argu- 
ments !  Not  at  all.  They  passed  the  bill  on 
the  principle  that  necessity  was  above  law,  and 
they  directed  the  servant  to  be  enrolled  with- 
out his  master's  consent.  Some  of  these  re- 
cruits fell  in  battle,  or  by  other  casnalties  of 
the  miUtary  service.  But  was  such  a  thing 
ever  heard  of  as  the  master  of  such  an  appren- 
tice, coming  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of 
hia  servant's  time,  or  the  expense  ai  medical 
attendance!  Never.  Tet  gentlemen  cannot 
show  any  valid  disUnction  between  such  a  case 
and  that  in  this  bilL  Hie  difference  depends 
only  on  the  degree  of  loss  or  hardship,  and  not 
at  all  on  the  principle.  But,  more :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  forcibly  impressed,and  in  the 
impressment  the  servant  was  slain.  Bis  master 
had  a  right  to  his  service.  He  was  taken  not 
by  law,  but  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  contrary 
to  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  yet  it  was 
never  so  much  as  even  pretended,  that  the 
Government  must  pay  for  his  loss.  The  pres- 
ent bUl  rests  on  the  same  principle ;  and  if  you 
allow  the  claim  of  D'Auterive,  you  must  go 
bade  and  include  all  sodi  cases  as  thoee  I  have 
mentioned. 

After  an  Ineflbctnal  attempt,  by  1&.  HrroHZLi, 
ct  Sonth  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Ootmnittee  on  COauna,  the  cwnmittee  rose  and 
t^orted,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


[Jabmbt,  ISSH 

ICoHDAT,  Jannary  7. 
Seminal  <^  Indiana. 
ISr.  ICdLux,  from  the  Committee  an  Indijn 
AfiUrs,  who  were  instntoted  to  inquire  into  tba 
expediency  anA  practicability  of  congregating 
the  Indian  tribes,  now  residing  east  of  the  Mis- 
sisaippi  River,  to  the  west  of  that  river,  and  of 
establishing  a  Government  over  them, 
made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  bill,  which  was  twice  read,  and  oomr 
mitted: 

"A  bill  making  appropriaUon  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  certain  IndianB  who  propose  to  emi- 
grate. 

"  B«  it  enacted,  That,  to  enable  a  depots' 
tion  of  the  ChichasaTr  and  other  Indians,  to  be 
ioioed  by  such  persona  as  the  Prestdeat  of  the 
United  States  may  l^)point  for  that  imrpoee,  to  ex- 
amine  the  eonntry  west  of  the  Xtansnnnt  ^  ^ 
parpose  of  selecting  a  portion  of  it  for  a  perma- 
nent home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  doUais  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  a^iropriated,  to  be  paid 
from  anj  money  in  the  Treasuy,  not  otherwiae  ^ 
propriated.** 

Cat*  of  Captured  Jfiieam, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  tite 
cancelling  <tf  a  bond  therein  mentioned,  was 
twice  read. 

It  having  been  moved  that  the  ISO.  be  le- 
femd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whtd^ 

ICr.  P.  P.  Basboub  f  Churman  of  tlie  Cran- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  expressed  hia  convic- 
tion that  the  refinance  was  wholly  unneoeesary. 
The  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary  had  had  the 
sul^eot-matter  of  this  bill  already  before  them, 
and  had  reported  a  bill  to  the  House,  of  which, 
he  believed,  this  was  a  transcript,  totidem  terbit. 
The  oircumstancea  of  the  case  he  would  state : 

A  vessel,  called  the  Antelope,"  had  been 
captured  by  one  of  our  own  revenue  officers^ 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  with  a 
cargo  of  140  African  negroes.  The  vessel  had 
been  libelled,  and  elaims  had  been  set  upon  the 
part  of  oertam  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  for 
a  portion  of  the  daves.  One  hundred  of  the 
negroes  had  been  sent  to  Cape  Meeurado,  in 
Africa ;  but  S9  of  them  had  been  decreed  to 
the  Spanish  claimants.  The  case  had  been 
some  time  before  the  Federal  Courts  of  Geor- 
gia, and  had  been  removed  by  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  had 
been  pending,  in  all,  about  eight  yeara.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  time,  these  unfortunate 
creatures  had  been  detuned  in  the  custody  of 
the  Harsh^  and  in  this  interval,  many  of  thrai 
had  l>een  married,  and  become  heads  of  fami- 
lies—had been  partially  domesticated  with  ns^ 
and  were  deuroos  remaining  in  this  coaa* 
try.  The  Spanish  elaimanta,  nowever,  (who 
redded  in  Gnlw,)  sent  an  order  to  have  the 
whole  number  tran^rted  to  that  island ;  bat 
a  Southern  g^tleman,  (Mr.  Wildx,  of  Geor- 
gia,) a  member  of  this  House,  not  now  in  bis 
Beat)  in  a  spirit  of  pure  benevolenee,  and  took 
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no  motives,  whatever,  of  iotereat  or  Belflshness, 
had,  from  mere  kindness,  bonght  ont  the  Span- 
ish olum,  and  paid  ont  aU  the  expenses  in  the 
oourta,  vnioh  were  very  heavj.  Bj  a  regula- 
tion, however,  of  the  Ooort  in  Geor^a,  he  is 
bonnd  to  give  a  bond,  to  transport  these  ne- 
groea  bejond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  hia  wtyer  li,  that  the  bond  maj  be  can- 
celled. The  effbot  ot  srantiDg  it  will  be  to 
lea'ra  these  negroes  and  their  children  in  the 
United  States,  inelead  of  having  them  tran- 
sported to  Onba,  and  he  need  snbmit  no  re- 
marks to  this  Bouse,  either  on  the  difference 
of  treatment  they  would  here  experience  from 
what  they  might  expect  there,  or  on  the  pain- 
ful severity  of  breaking  those  near  and  tender 
ties  which  bind  the  hosband  to  bis  wife,  and 
t^e  parent  to  his  cbild.  If  the  bond  referred 
to  were  not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the 
whole  must  inevitably  take  place,  lie  pre- 
sumed there  could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Hoase  as  to  such  an  alternatlTe, 

7eoially  as  the  measure  .would  be  prodaotive 
no  posrible  evil,  while  it  went  to  mitigate 
that  load,  wluch,  under  any  circumstances, 
most  press  but  too  heavily.  He  had,  indeed, 
beard  a  soggestion  whispered,  that  tbis  bill 
was  meant  to  cover  the  infamy  of  evading  the 
law  which  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves. 
Did  he  believe  that  it  had  the  remotest  possi- 
ble connection,  be  would  be  the  last  to  counte- 
nance it  on  any  other  occasion,  which  went  to 
increase  the  number  of  that  unhappy  popula- 
tion. But  where  there  was  no  possible  con- 
nection with  snob  a  design,  where  the  slave 
vessel  bad  been  captured  by  our  own  officer, 
and  these  unhappy  people  had  been  detained  in 
the  country  in  consequence  of  unfiveaeen  liti- 
gation, and  where  a  gentleman,'  in  the  pore 
kindjiess  of  hia  heart,  had  stuped  forward,  at 
an  actual  pecuniary  sacrifice,  to  save  them  ftt>m 
behig  torn  from  each  other,  he  could  oonoeive 
of  no  reason  why  the  House  should  refuse  the 
request  that  tbis  bill  should  go  at  once  to  its 
third  reading. 

Mr.  WBiaar,  of  Ohio,  said  a  few  words  on 
the  importance  of  the  qnestion  involved  in  the 
biU. 

Ur.  Bakbottb,  disclaiming  all  desire  of  pre- 
dpitation,  and  to  allow  time  for  full  inquiry, 
moved  to  lay  the  hilt  on  the  table. 

Oaae  nf  Marignf/  J)AuUriM, 
The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D  Auterive 
wis  taken  up,  and  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Kr.  Cosnior  in  the  chair, 
OQ  that  bill — the  ameudment  of  Mr.  Lmao- 
BTOK  bemg  still  under  consideration. 

Ifr.  J.  O.  Olue,  of  New  York,  sud,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  havim;  assented 
to  the  report,  he  would  clum  the  indtUgence  of 
the  oonunittee  for  a  few  moments,  while  he 
wdgned  the  reascwa  which  indaoed  him  to 
nnmoa  the  report  I  regret,  said  Mr.  0.,  that 
Itdtonld  have  ben  thought  proper  by  honor- 
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able  genUemen,  at  this  time,  and  on  this  snb- 
ject,  to  enter  into  a  grave  discussion  of  the 

aaestion  whether  slaves  are  property.  I  regret 
lat  a  sense  of  duty  ahould  have  compelled  my 
honorable  friends  from  the  South  to  start  a 
point  which  I  had  imagined  had  long  since 
been  settied ;  and  I  still  more  regret  that  this 
debate  fumiahes  an  c^pOTtanity  of  getting  up, 
with  new  dresses  and  maohinery,  and  for- stage 
effect,  a  seoond  edition  of  a  aerio-eomico  play, 
entitled  the  "  Missouri  Plot."  Is  the  ghost  of 
the  Missouri  Question  again  to  b?  marched, 
with  solemn  and  terrific  aspect,  through  these 
balls  ?  Is  it  again  to  *'  shake  ita  gory  locks  at 
us,"  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North, 
and  with  the  other  to  the  South,  and  gazing  its 
blood-sbotten  eye  on  slavery,  written  on  the 
escutcheon  of  the  constitution,  to  proclaim, 
with  unearthly  voice,  "out  damned  spot t  "  I 
had  imagined  that  this  subject  had  received  its 
qaietus ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  "  tomb  of  the 
Oapuleta,"  and  that  its  epitaph  had  been  writ- 
ten "  Jiequitteat  in  jwm."  Sir,  is  there  any 
necesuty,  at  this  time,  to  disturb  its  repose  f  I 
think  not  SafiBcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof!  Borne  restiess  qiirit— some  future 
Catiline — appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of 
his  countrymen,  will  be  found  ready  to  "  sound 
the  trumpet,  and  wake  its  resurrection." 

The  honorable  gentieman  from  Louisiana 
seemed  to  think,  that,  to  deny  the  right  of 
compensation  in  this  case,  would  be  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  the  constitution,  and  dissolve 
the  Union.  If  such  is  to  be  the  result,  the 
subject  should  be  ^preached  with  great  cau- 
tiouj  and  discussed  with  temperance  and  mod- 
eratum.  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  is  in- 
debted more  to  nis  tanej  than  his  Judgmmt  for 
bis  fearful  fbrebo^ngs,  and  that  this  question 
can  be  settled  without  doing  violence  to  the 
constitution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
tiie  just  rights  of  the  slaveholder.  The  gentie- 
man ft'om  Alabama  thought  now  was  the 
proper  time  to  settie  the  question.  Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settied.  If  I  un- 
derstood the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  House  had  no 
right  or  power  to  settie  the  question,  and  could 
not,  so  long  as  the  constitution,  and  Confeder- 
acy under  it,  should  exist  He  did  not  mean,  I 
presome,  that  the  citizens  of  the  South — that 
high-minded,  gallant,  and  patriotio  pe^l^- 
would  not  submit  to  a  decision  of  this  liouBe. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  I  presume, 
that  i£,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  dis- 
position of  tbis  amendment  should  be  de- 
cided that  a  slave  is  not  property,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unqualified  sense  of  the  term,  that  then  it 
would  be  high  time,  in  the  language  of  a 
learned  Doctor  of  the  South,  to  inquire  of 
what  benefit  to  as  is  our  Union  1  He  nndoubt- 
edly  meant  that  the  question  bad  long  since 
been  decided  by  the  constitution,  by  the  slave- 
holding  States,  and  by  the  opinions  of  the  first 
men  of  the  South,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  to 
be  doubted:  and  in  thii^  sir,  I  entirely  agree. 


Com  ^  Marigiv  lyAtOmw. 
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By  the  n&tional  oompaot,  ilAves,  for  certain 
purposes,  are  considered  as  persons,  and,  for 
certain  purposes,  as  property.  It  is  a  fixed 
ndndple  in  the  omutittmim,  tiiat.  represaita- 
haa  a  baaed  on  nmnbera,  and  not  on  wealth. 
In  the  i^>portionnieDt  of  uie  repreaeDtation  in 
Oongreea,  amtMigst  the  several  States,  ander  the 
ooostitntiffli,  this  principle  was  maintained,  b; 
adding  to  the  free  white  population  three-fifths 
of  all  other  "persona"  What  persons.  So 
anxious  were  the  venerable  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution to  avoid  ofienoe ;  so  studious  were 
they  to  treat  a  subject  so  fbll  of  embarrass- 
meat  with  the  ntmoet  delicacy,  ^at  thej  oau- 
tiouBly  omitted  the  word  "  slave."  So,  m  the 
0th  section  of  the  first  articie,  they  are  called 
"  persons."  Would  to  God,  sir,  that  the  same 
tenderness  of  the  feelings  of  others,  utd  the 
iame  aajdefy  to  avoid  trateoeL  wen  more  the 
cihmoteristioB  of  DHm  modem  poUtioans. 
Then  dull  we  hear  no  more  of  Soothem  na- 
bobs and  Bonthem  negro-drivers — names  nsed 
tor  the  purpose  of  party  exoitemoit,  and  of 
arraying  the  pasdons  and  pr^ndices  of  one 
portion  of  our  coontry  agaiiut  another.  That 
alavery  is  an  evil,  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion.  But  the  constitution  found  us  in  the 
possession  of  slaves ;  it  has  recognized  them  as 
an  effective  portion  of  our  popuUtion,  and  it  is 
mough  for  us  to  know,  as  fkr  as  humanity  is 
eonoemed,  that  they  are  better  clothed  and  fed, 
and  mcve  nappy,  than  they  would  be  in  a  state 
of  onandpaticHi.  libertgr  to  than,  under  their 
Iireaent  inabili^  to  ^predate,  and  ine^Munty 
to  relish  its  ujciymei^  would  be  a  curse.  Ko 
one  who  consults  their  happiness,  or  the  good 
of  the  Bepnblio,  would  wish  to  see  them  eman- 
dpated,  and  turned  adrift  on  the  community. 
The  constitution,  then,  for  certain  purposes,  re- 
sards  slaves  as  "  persons,"  and,  nr,  for  a  very 
bnportant  purpose.  It  ^ves  to  them,  or  to 
their  masters  in  their  right,  a  portion  of  our 
national  representation.  But  it  will  be  said 
that  tiiis  was  the  result  of  mutual  compromiee 
and  ooncession.  Yes,  dr,  it  was ;  but  it  was  a 
compromise  based  on  equivalents,  and  one  of 
tiwae  equivalents  resulting  fhHn  the  [n4n<dple 
and  spirit  o{H»  oonstitntion,  is  the  right  of 
Government,  when  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion, to  use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national 
defence,  and  that,  too,  without  bong  liable  to 
be  caUed  on  for  indemnification. 

Sir,  the  constitution  views  slaves  in  the  same 
light  as  did  the  slaveholding  States  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption.  It  has  given  no  new  character 
to  these  anomalous  beiugs.  The  States  had 
always  considered  them  tub  modo  as  persons. 
They  were  considered  by  tlie  laws  of  the  States 
as  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to 
the  moral  or  material  world,  but  holding  a  raid- 
die  station  between  both.  The  constitution 
having  t^us  found  them,  left  them  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  States  as  property  of  a  peculiar 
oharactep— ppoper^  so  &r  as  their  libul^y  and 
■ervioes  were  sntfjeot  to  the  nnoontrolled  wilt 
of  their  maater— pn^erty  so  fur «  they  were 
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the  subjects  of  sale;  but  pwsrais  so  far  mm  tfaa 
lives  and  limbs  were  protected  from  violBtMHt — 
so  far  as  the  right  ef  trial,  in  sMne  cases  by 
juirtioes,  and  in  others  by  a  jury,  vaa  eoB- 
oemed ;  and  so  &r  as  they  inereued  tbe 
ticHial  representation  iA  the  States  owatec 
them.  The  laws  of  Tlr^nia,  I  think,  aeoorea 
to  them  these  rights — ng^ta  which  can  only 
belong  to  persons,  as  members  of  the  body  pol- 
itio,  moral  beings,  and  the  subjects  of  panisb- 
ment.  In  more  modem  times  these  rights  hare 
been  enlarged.    In  IGssonri  they  have  the 
right,  in  aSi  oases  of  impnted  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  to  a 
trial  by  a  Petit  Jury,  to  the  benefits  of  coamel, 
and  are  subject  in  most  cases  to  the  same  pun- 
ishment which  would  be  inflicted  on  a  white 
man  fw  the  same  offence.  The  same  atatote 
which  dedarea  slaves  to  be  persmoal  properly, 
likewise  confers  on  them  peraonal  and  pcaittcal 
rights. 

This,  sir,  is  no  new  doctrine.  At  the  tone 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  it  was  veO 
understood.  In  the  64th  number  <^  the  Fed> 
eralist,  we  have  from  the  pen  of  Ifr.  Madiaon, 
whose  opinions  on  all  subjects,  and  eepeotally 
on  this,  are  entitied  to  preat  respect,  an  expo- 
sition of  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  South, 
so  far  as  he  understood  them.  He  says :  "  The 
slave  is  no  less  evidently  regarded  by  law  as  a 
member  of  society,  not  as  a  part  of  the  irra- 
tional creation ;  as  a  moral  persini,  not  a  mo!* 
article  of  propcoiy.  The  Fedoral  ConstitntioB, 
therefioe,  detndea,  with  great  pri^^,  w  tha 
case  of  our  slaves,  when  it  views  them  in  the 
mixed  character  of  persons  and  proper^.  31ib 
is,  in  fact,  thur  tme  character." 

Both  humanity  and  reli^on  sancticuu  this 
dedaratiou,  which  declares  that  slaves  are,  in 
some  respects,  "  persons."  It  is  imposabte,  in 
this  age,  to  form  any  idea  oi  the  abeohit^ 
direct,  and  unqualified  dominitm,  as  applinUe 
to  a  human  being.  It  is  imposnble  to  reconcile 
this  BOTt  of  property  with  the  fact,  that  they 
are  possessed  of  personal  rights.  If  they  sre 
property,  in  the  unrestrained  aenae  of  tJie  tam, 
why  do  tiiey  not  mln|^  with  theccomunmaM 
of  matter,' and  be  treated  like  the  *'  brates  that 
perish  I "  Has  the  master  the  same  kind  of 

Sroperty  In  the  slave  that  he  has  in  his  oxt 
To  one  will  answer  in  the  affirmative.  This 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  of  lawB<rf 
the  slav^olding  States,  senires  the  latta  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  slave  prop- 
erty, exoq>t  in  the  extraordinary  case  of  wsr, 
when  the  Government,  threatened  with  aoni- 
hUation,  caUs  to  its  ud,  for  the  purpose  of  self- 
preservation,  all  its  moral  and  physical  fcne. 
Then  it  is  that  the  Government  has  a  right  to 
call  upon  the  slaveholdii^;  States  fw  the  eqmv- 
alent  for  an  increased  r^ireawtatioo  in  cmii»> 
quence  of  the  aUves. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has  said,  that 
no  proper^  could  be  ri^tfolly  impressed  I 
This,  sir,  is  a  novel  doctrine.  Every  writer,  ii 
treating  (tf  tha  rij^  of  soveragn^,  firon  tfas 
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Bnt  to  the  last,  tells  70a,  that,  when  a  nation 
Is  at  war,  strnggling  for  ezistenoe,  it  has  the 
right  to  avul  itself  of  all  its  means,  whether 
the  sabjeot  is  willing,  or  whether  ne  is  not. 
A.t  saoh  a  time,  it  does  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  its  popalation  be  bond  or  free,  black 
ar  white ;  if  they  can  ose  the  bayonet,  or  point 
bhe  masket,  it  is  their  dnty  to  rally  roond  the 
ftandard  of  their  country,  and,  if  necessary, 
»crifice  their  livee  in  her  preservation.  And 
tiere  there  is  no  discretion.  If  it  b  the  right 
jt  the  Govwnment  to  command,  the  subject  is 
onder  a  oorrespouding  obligation  to  obey. 

We  have  been  also  tolOf  that  no  prooedent 
san  be  set  nu  amhist  the  eonstitntion.  This  is 
30t  dlsputeo.  But  practice  and  precedent  are 
resorted  to,  with  great  propriety,  to  ascertain 
^e  views  of  enlightened  politicians  and  states- 
Den  ;  and,  in  some  measure,  to  leam  the  pre- 
railing  sentiment  of  the  age.  Shall  we  reject 
:he  experience  of  past  times,  the  opinions  of 
^e  great  and  good,  and  oontinoe  forever  in  a 
itate  of  political  in&ncy !  If,  sir,  there  is  no 
precedent  to  be  fonnd,  from  the  earliest  period 
if  our  history,  where  a  slave  has  been  paid  for, 
inder  circamstances  like  the  present^  it  Is, 
»  me,  strong  presnmptiTe  proo^  that,  in  the 
n^on  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolntion,  and 
£e  statesmen  m  after  times^  no  sach  ocnnpen- 
ntioa  ought  to  be  ollbwed.  The  gentieman 
Tom  Ohio  has  informed  ns,  and,  no  doubt, 
Tuly  informed  ns,  that  neither  the  war  of  our 
Irst  or  second  independence  fhmish  any  pre- 
cedents. 

Legislation  famishes  no  instance  of  remu- 
leration.  The  act  of  April  Stb,  1816,  author- 
zed  a  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owner 
>f  oertfdn  enumerated  articles  which  had  been 
xapressed  into  the  service,  and  had  been  dam- 
iged,  captured,  or  destryoed,  bnt  Is  silent  as  to 
ilaves.  This  could  not  have  been  an  uninten- 
ional  omtBuon,  as  it  must  have  been  known 
ihat  many  cases  like  the  present  existed ;  and, 
18  I  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  term 
>roperty,  in  one  section  of  the  act,  Is  used  in 
ts  widest  sense,  no  claim  was  presented  to  the 
jommismoners  nnder  that  act  for  allowance. 

Why  was  it  that  Government  clahned  of 
jlreat  Britain  indemnity  for  the  slaves  cap- 
.ured  and  taken  away  dnring  the  late  warf 
Was  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  "  proper- 
7 1 "  If  so,  Government  has  made  an  odious 
Ustinotion  between  its  citizens.  On  this  prin- 
jiple,  it  should  have  claimed  indemnity  for 
>roperty  of  every  description,  captured  or  de- 
itroyed.  Bnt  no  such  claim  has  been  set  up. 
rhe  principle  on  which  our  Government  claimed 
>ay  for  the  slaves,  and  on  which  it  was  allowed 
jj  the  Britisli  Government,  must  have  been  that 
Jbey  were  persons,  human  beings,  having  some 
wlitioal  rights,  and,  as  such,  shomd  have  been 
■estwed  to  thdr  country  oi  flw  return  of 
peace. 

Prom  these  considerations,  sir,  I  am  led  to 
the  conclunon,  that  slaves,  for  certain  pnr- 
poseii  are  perMnu ;  Uiat  tbor  masten  turn  in 


them  only  a  qualified  properly ;  that  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  of  hi^  necessity,  growing  out 
of  a  state  of  war,  has  a  right  to  impress  th«n 
into  its  military  service,  without  the  liablli^  <tf 
l>eiug^  justly  Ofuled  on  for  indemnification. 

It  13  idle  declamation,  nr,  to  talk  of  the  black 
population  of  this  country,  disconnected  from 
the  political  disabilities  nnder  which  they  labor. 
The  philanthropist  may  inveigh  against  slavery. 
He  may  nive  the  consideration  that  they  are  of 
the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  onrselvea,  de- 
scended from  a  common  ancestry,  having  like 
pasmons  to  gratify,  and  facolties  to  improve, 
aoeonntable  to  Mie  common  Creator,  and  de»> 
tined  to  the  same  immortaUty.  This  woold  all 
be  fine :  but  the  politician  must  view  them  aa 
they  are,  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of  mental 
and  politioal  degradation,  and  wut  with  pa- 
tience for  the  developments  of  fnturi^. 

Mr.  Raxdolpu,  of  Vii^nia,  then  rose,  and 
said :  My  motive  for  throwing  myself  on  the 
attention  of  the  Honse— (I  was  indisposed,  and 
necessarily  absent  when  this  question  was  last 
agitated)-— my  motive  for  throwing  myself  on 
the  attention  of  the  House,  is  earnestiy  to  re- 
quest— I  could  almost  say  abjure — bnt  certiunly 
respectfully  and  eameetly  to  ask,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  thte  House  sooth  of  the  Ohio^  and  west 
of  the  MiBdsdnd,  will  debate  this  question— 
wiU  dei^;n — ^wlll  condescend,  to  debate  the 
point  which  has  arisen — ^I  mean,  whether  per- 
sons can  or  cannot  be  proper^ ;  or  will  allow 
that  the  General  Govemuent  can,  at  any  time, 
under  any  circumstances,  in  any  manner,  touch 
that  question.  I  certainly  am  obliged  to  my 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barboub)  for 
some  of  his  remarks ;  but  I  should  have  been 
full  aa  much  so  If  he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with.  It  nev«-  had^ 
and  it  never  can  have ;  for  the  moment  it  lays 
its  unhallowed  hands  upon  the  ark  of  that 
question,  it  ceases  to  be  a  Government  We 
have  been  told  by  the  genUeman  from  Kew 
York,  that  this  question  has  been  settied  forty  ' 
years  since.  Sir,  it  w^  settied  two  hundred 
years  since.  It  has  been  settied  from  the  day 
on  which  the  first  caivoof  Africans  was  landed 
on  these  shores,  under  the  colonial  Govern- 
ment. What  new  distinoti<Mi  is  this,  about 
persons  not  being  property — as  if  tiiere  were 
any  incompatibility  between  the  two?  Sir, 
there  is  none:  there  never  has  been  any. 
Property  is  the  creati<m  of  the  law.  What  the 
law  mdces  property,  that'is  property;  and 
what  it  declares  to  be  not  propwty,  that  is  not 
proper^,  ^ere  is  no  other  disdnotion.  The 
qaestUm  has  been  settled  daring  the  Iragest 
term  of  preseriptira,  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  settled  ever  since  these 
States  first  threw  off  their  allegiance  to  Hhe 
British  Government. 

I  hope  the  gentlenun  feom  New  York  will 
pardon  me.  I  thank  him  for  much  that  he 
said,  espedany  for  the  manner  in  which  h« 
apoke  or  his  Sootbem  Iwethren.  The  gentle* 
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man  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me.  I  certainly 
have  every  epeciea  of  good  feeling  towards 
him.  But  I  most  take  exception  to  one  term 
he  employed.  He  spoke  of  "  onr  second  war 
of  independence."  1  ol^ect  to  this  language, 
because  I  never  can  agree,  dther,  that  we  were 
alaves  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were  not 
independent  when  the  Bee<md  war  was  de- 
ckm»d.  But  this  is  adde  from  tiie  snbjeot.  I 
eay  that  slaves  are  made  property  by  the  law ; 
and  yoQ  cannot  unmake  them  so,  any  more  than 
you  can  alter  the  British  debt,  «r  the  tithes,  or 
any  thing  which  you  choose  to  consider  as  an 
abuse  in  any  foreign  country.  When  gentle- 
men tell  me  that  the  constitution  is  to  protect 
us  in  that  species  of  property,  I  answer,  it  is 
like  the  protection  of  the  wolf  to  the  lamb. 
We  scorn  it  We  deny  it.  It  is  created  prop- 
erty by  onr  law,  and  our  own  State  Govem- 
ments  are  able  to  carry  that  law  into  execntioo. 
We  do  not  ask  the  aid  of  any  Government 
whatever. 

The  gentleman  alluded,  in  one  |wrt  of  his 
speech,  to  the  lOssouri  question.  Sir,  the  Mis- 
souri question  never  baa  been  settled.  There 
was  a  spirit  minting  in  that  question,  which, 
as  was  onoe  s^d  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Ur.  'Baxuxtt,)  was  endeavoring 
"to  buy  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of 
men."  A  poison  was  infused  into  the  decision 
of  that  qnestion.  I  never  felt  it  to  be  any  tri- 
umph, nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  House,  whether,  under 
the  bwB  of  old  Rome,  a  man  who  was  a  slave 
was  any  the  less  prop«-ty,  because,  forsooth,  he 
■W9B  a  person!  His  being  a  person  it  was  Uiat 
made  nim  snl^Jeot  to  beconung  ivoperty,  be- 
cause his  master  had  need  of  his  services.  I 
might  ask,  too,  what  is  the  situation  of  other 
Governments  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  hut  I 
will  not  now  pursue  that  inquiry.  We  were 
told  something,  I  know  not  very  well  what, 
about  humanity,  and  benevolence,  and  religion. 
Sir,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
*  We  are  not  to  depend  on  individual  views  of 
huoianity  and  religion.  It  is  upon  the  compact 
—Ita  lex  $eriptu  mt — that  is  what  we  have  to 
depend  npon.  Yon  may  cant  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  about  whether  yfinr  religion  is  that  of 
the  Jew  or  the  Gentile.  Tonr  r3i|pon  cannot 
interfere  in  the  question.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  say  that  it  cannot  interfere  with  those 
who  are  die  subjects  of  the  qnestion. 

Suppose  the  framers  of  the  oonttitation,  in- 
stead of  using  the  terms  which  they  have  done, 
in  relation  to  slavery,  (and  I  think  it  was  with 
much  more  delicacy  than  policy  that  they  in- 
troduced such  a  periphrasis  as  they  have  done,) 
had  omitted  the  subject  altogether.  Supposing 
the  clause  for  continuing  the  slave  trade  for  a 
limited  time,  was  not  there :  how  would  you 
have  got  hold  of  any  pretext  whatever  to  bring 
the  Biwiect  under  your  rule  or  jurisdioUon. 

Sir,  namanity  and  religion  are  very  good 
things  in  their  proper  places;  bnt  we  have  no 
ri^t  to  make  our  humanity  and  onr  reli^on 


the  rule  of  other  meu^s  actions  within  the 
sphere  of  neither.   I  will  put  a  case— and  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood ;  that  I  shall 
be  judged  by  my  words,  and  not  hj  anj  gloa 
which  may  be  put  upcm  them  here  or  efa»- 
where.   I  will  put  it  tat  the  aake  of  pntAing  a 
case,  and,  that  I  may  not  be  acensed  ot  Ubd- 
ling  other  States,  I  will  suppose  that  mj  on 
State,  the  State  of  Virginia,  had  made  tba 
abuse  of  a  slave  not  ponishabk  at  aU,  and  that 
slaves  were  daily  and  cruelly  and  inhumanly 
murdered  by  the  masters,  ^a  thing  as  moci 
within  the  range  of  probability  as  many-  state- 
ments I  have  heard,)  what  would  be  the  rane- 
dy  ?   Would  it  be  found  in  this  House  t  Can 
you  punish  murder  committed  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Potomac !   Tour  jurisdiction  is  confined 
to  your  own  territory,  di^ct,  forts,  and  dock- 
yards. You  may  cry  your  eyes  out  with  W 
manity,  but  you  cotud  not  touch  this  matter 
The  thing  is  m  its  pn^r  plaee :  it  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  o(  men  of  as  much  learning  and 
talent,  and  as  much  humanity  and  reli^on,  ss 
can  anywhere  be  found,  who,  knowing  the  dis- 
ease, know  the  remedy,  and  do  not  chooee  to 
suffer  quacks  to  "  step  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread."   Again,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the 
representation  of  this  description  of  persons  in 
the  Constitution  of  1787,  "was  a  compromise^ 
No,  sir,  it  was  none.   There  was  no  compro- 
mise about  it,  further  than  the  whole  constitii- 
tion  was  a  compromise.   We  wanted  a  repre- 
sentation for  our  whole  population;  but  we 
were  weak  enough  to  agree,  that  one-half  of 
that  population  would  be  represented  by  only 
three-fifths  of  that  half.   Suppose,  now,  that 
this  had  been  a  regulation  for  the  white  popu- 
lation, and  not  for  the  black :  how  would  that 
affect  the  qu^ion  ?  It  would  not  have  touched 
the  rizhts  of  the  whites.   A  compromise,  sirl 
No;  there  was  no  compromise ;  and  why  not t 
Because,  in  1767,  there  existed  not  a  man  in 
this  continent,  who  dared  so  much  as  breathe 
a  whisper  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government  to  touch  the  qnestion  at  all :  nor 
can  they  touch  it  now.   This  Government  has 
no  more  to  do  with  it  than  tba  Khan  ai  Tar- 
tary.   We  are  all  Beiovsentativea  of  respect*' 
ble,  and  some  of  us,  of  ancient  and  powerM 
commonwealths ;  and  our  laws  will,  may,  and 
must  execute  themselves.   There  may  be  agita- 
tors, and  I  know  there  is  some  real  or  affected 
agitation  ([  mean  without  the  Southern  States) 
on  the  snct}ect  of  slavery ;  and  the  effect  cf 
this  afptation  may  be  to  make  the  staves  them- 
selves more  miserable,  bnt  that  will  be  the  sum 
total  of  its  effect. 
One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done.  Sap> 

Cthat  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  who 
just  spoken  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
learned  gentlonan  m>m  Louiuana — for,  is 
r^renoe  to  his  profesdonal  aeqnirementa,  no 
num  better  draerved  the  title— were  trae^  tbn 
we  must  lose  three-fifths,  and  the  Englidi  piy 
for  only  two*flfths  of  the  value  of  the  dam 
earned  awa/  dnring  the  last  war,  becww 
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three-fifths  of  eaoh  man  was  person,  and  two- 
fifths  propertj  I  This  reminds  one  of  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon,  which  we  see  depicted  in  the 
Tfq>estr7,  (and  in  that  Book  of  which  I  ever 
deeire  to  speak  with  respect,)  who  ordered  the 
ehild,  disputed  forybjr  two  mothers,  to  be  equal- 
ly divided  t>rtwe6a'  them ;  but  bis  was  a  more 
practicable  rdi%  it  was  a  vertical  out  frtmi  top 
to  bottom.  [Some  members  smiling  at  this  allu- 
non.]  I  did  not  intend,  ur,  by  this  remark,  to 
excite  any  merriment. 

Permit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  sit  down, 
that  no  man  wilt  deign  ever  to  discass  this 
question.  This  is  not  the  accepted  time."  If 
ever  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  sincerely  hope 
it  never  will,  our  business,  sir,  will  not  be  here, 
but  at  home.  Our  boBioess  will  be,  to  make 
oar  escape  if  we  can,  for  this  Houbc  will  then 
be  to  us  the  den  of  Oacus.  Our  business,  I  re- 
peat, will  be,  not  here,  but  at  home.  And  let 
me^  oa  the  other  bond,  rmiiiid  those  gentlemen 
who  diflbr  from  me  on  this  question,  (and  dif- 
fer, no  doubt,  as  consoientionsljr  from  me  as  I 
do  from  them,)  that  it  was  Just  ten  years  from 
the  first  Btirring  of  the  question  of  the  tight  of 
Great  Britain  to  tax  the  colonies,  antu  the 
Bpirit  was  got  up  which  ended  in  a  separation. 
Xt  took  ten  years  of  goading  to  bring  us  to  that 
point.  Sir,  the  relation  of  the  States  to  the 
Qeneral  Government  resembles,  in  some  re- 
spects, another  sort  of  union,  more  tender  and 
more  sacred  in  its  character;  yet  even  that 
will  not  bear  oootinaal  provocation — even  that 
near  and  strong  relation  may  be  torn  asunder, 
though  there  are  pledges  of  their  loves  to  bind 
the  snbjecta  of  it  together.  He  may  be  a  very 
acute  man— he  may  be  a  very  learned  nuu — 
and  he  may  be  in  a  train  to  become  a  very  able 
nun,  but  be  is  not  a  man  of  observation  and 
experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  exciting  now  on  tills  sub- 
ject, which  it  is  not  less  the  duty  than  the  in- 
terest of  every  member  of  this  House,  in  every 
possible  mode,  to  allay,   I  know,  and  I  speak 

the  words  of  truth  and  soberness  "  when  I 
■ay,  that  J  know  that  the  reflecting  part  of  our 
country  will  unite  with  me  in  this  sentiment — 
even  among  those  who  have  conjured  op  all 
those  chimeras  on  the  sabject  of  slavery,  which 
we  have  so  often  seen  portrsyed  both  by  pen 
and  pendL  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  Torfc,  that  the  davea  are  an  nn- 
h^ipy  race.  They,  no  doubt,  are  causes  of  an- 
bappiness  to  their  owners,  sometimes,  and  no 
doubt  they  are  unhappy  sometimes  themselves : 
for  who  is  exempt  from  nnhappiness ! 

Bat  I  believe  that,  as  a  class,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief  they  are  much  happier  than 
their  proprietors  are  now,  loaded  as  these  are 
with  the  effects  of  a  system,  which  I  will  not 
now  go  into  a  disonssion  o^  and  with  the  cares, 
and  wants,  and  difficulties,  which  this  very 
popnlation  brings  upon  them. 

In  regard  to  the  claim  to  be  provided  for,  in 
the  present  biU,  I  had  thon^t  that  the  old 


[H.  R. 

maxim  was  applicable,  int*r  arma  leg«$  tiUnt, 
This  slave  was  taken  predsely  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  horses  and  the  cart.  A  gentle- 
man has  asked  if  slaves  are  to  be  conadered  as 
oxen  and  cattle  t  Sir,  no  man  of  common  re- 
finement, or  any  humanity,  ever  regarded  them 
in  the  same  light  as  oxen.  Te^  gentlemen 
Bhonld  remember  that  even  the  ox  and  horsoi 
tbon^^  they  be  bnt  brutes,  have,  neverthdew, 
their  rishts.  Sir,  I  fear  I  have  done,  what  I 
have  oiten  done  before,  bat  very  seldom  d 
late,  and  what  I  intend  rarely  to  do  again,  tret- 
pawed  already  too  long  m  tiie  patience  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  sorry 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had 
introduced  a  tjnestion  which  was  so  extremel/ 
liable  to  be  misunderstood.  I  cannot,  s^d  Hr. 
S.,  agree  with  that  gentleman  that,  on  the  mere 
qnestion  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment^ 
we  are  compelled  to  detennioe  what  is  the  pre- 
cise natore  of  that  property  which  a  master  has 
in  hia  slave.  Bnt  as  uie  question  on  the 
amendment  is  a  qneetion  tsi  compensation,  ve 
must  vote  on  it.  Though  representing  a  State 
which  does  not,  at  this  time,  contain  any  slave 
population,  it  is  not  my  &ult  that  this  question 
has  been  presented.  It  has  been  brought  in. 
as  I  think,  unadvisedly :  I  could  have  wished 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  forborne  to  press 
it,  lest  some  misconstruction  might  lead  to  a 
doubt  of  our  nuuDtaining  that  relation  which 
the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recog- 
nized, and  which  thej  mstain  between  a  slave 
and  tUs  master. 

I  aaree  with  tiie  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
QSi.  Kabdolfb^)  that  the  constitution  haa 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  That  instm- 
ment  nevw  fixed  the  nature  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  alave,  nor  of  any  other  of  our  do- 
mestio  relations,  nor  of  the  persons  of  the  dif< 
ferent  States  to  each  other.  When,  therefore^ 
gentlemen  criticize  on  the  terms  "person — 
population — persons  held  to  service,"  sc.,  used 
m  that  instrument,  they  are,  in  my  judgment, 
somewhat  hypercritical.  Those  words  were 
used,  not  for  uie  purpose  of  definition,  bnt  out 
of  delicacy,  and  as  laying  down  a  role  to  be 
observed  in  taking  the  oensos  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  this  relation  td  the  slave  to 
his  master!  And  what  are  the  quaUties  ot 
thatrdationt  I  hold,  sir,  that  the  right  of  tb* 
master  in  his  slave  is  a  right  to  his  service  un- 
der all  circumstances  whatsoever,  and  also  to 
the  absolote  unqualified  control  and  custody  <^ 
his  person,  so  that  it  cannot  be  taken  from  him 
for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  actions  regu- 
lated by  any  power  but  bis  own,  save  only 
when  the  State  lays  its  hand  on  him  for  the 
punishment  of  'orime,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace,  Tou  may  debate  the  ab- 
stract question  as  long  as  you  will,  and  may 
discuss  metaphysically  what  is  the  exact  nature 
of  the  right;  but,  after  all,  the  question  i^ 
what  do  uie  lam  of  the  State  declare  in  which 
the  master  and  the  dan  reddet  I  have  be* 


Com  fff  Mangmn  U^A^niM. 


Digitized  by 


ABRIDaUENT  OF  THB 


H.  ov  E.J 


■towed  some  little  reflection  apoa  the  snlfjeot, 
end  the  ocXj  ooadnrion  to  which  I  can  bring 
my  mmd,  is  that  I  hare  stated.  On  maintain- 
ing  tbia  control  of  the  master,  rests  tlie  seoori- 
ly  of  &  very  large  and  imprntant  portion  of 
this  UoioiL  and  whoOTer  interfarea  with  the 
•xenuse  of  it,  is  gailtr  of  a  TiolaCion  of  the 
ri^ts  of  all  those  who  inhabit  the  State*  where 
this  species  of  property  is  held.  This  Govern- 
ment cannot  do  this.  It  is  a  qneetion  not  to  be 
debated.  No  maa^  I  mean  no  man  of  any 
sense  and  reflection,  ever  thought  of  maintain- 
ing, that  I  know  o^  that  it  was  competent  to 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  qneetion 
of  right  in  tiie  slightest  degree. 

What,  then,  is  the  case  before  osf  An  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  in  the  use  of  what  he 
waa  pleased  to  CMisider  as  his  dis(^l3on,  eeiaed 
and  unfffesaed  into  the  military  service  of  the 
tTnited  States,  a  slave,  belonging  to  a  gentle- 
man of  Lonisiana.  That  is,  a  mere  military 
officer  nndertook  to  do  what  all  branches  of 
this  Government  united,  are  not  able  to  do. 
Tet,  we  have  been  told  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  he  had  a  right  to  make  thia  impressment. 
What,  nr — an  officer,  a  mere  creature  of  this 
Government,  whose  official  existence  can  be 
•wept  away  in  a  moment,  has  a  right  to  do 
what  this  Government,  with  all  its  powers, 
may  not  bo  mnch  as  attempt  t  And  now,  he 
having  done  this — having  assnmed  what  he 
called  his  right  to  sever  the  bond  between  mas- 
ter and  dave,  and  having  made  himself  the 
Judge  how  far  he  might  cany  this  right  of  im- 
pressing whom  he  pleased,  what  are  we  adrad 
to  do  t  To  adopt  his  act  as  oar  own— to  make 
It  an  act  of  this  Government,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  so  adopting  it,  to  indemnify  the 
K>eer.  On  what  ptlnciple,  sir,  can  we  possibly 
be  held  bound  to  indonnify,  when  the  officer 
dearly  transcended  bis  doty  ?  I  disagree  with 
my  colleagae,  as  tb  the  power  <rf  impressmoit 
in  cases  of  danger.  Aji  officer  shall  never 
toadi  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he 
choosea  to  determine  that  State  necesaty  war- 
rants him  to  do  BO.  No,  sir;  whenever  he 
does  this,  he  is  a  trecpasser.  And  if  the  State 
does  not  me  a  remedy  against  him,  there 
is  DO  longer  snoh  a  thing  aa  freedom  in  "my 
eonntry.  libert?  is  gone^t  eztsta  no  longer. 
We  have,  indeed,  ind«nnified  the  loser  in  some 
fow  oases,  where  the  pablic  necessity  was  so 
great,  so  high,  so  mideidabte  as  to  overstep  all 
obligations  of  lower  dnty.  '  Bat,  then,  we  have 
tndomn^ed  for  the  act  of  oor  officers,  in  the 
character  of  trespassers — and  we  took  into  oor 
own  hands  to  inqaire  whether  any  sach  neoeaai- 
ty  existed.  Bat,  once  admit  the  r^ht  of  a 
mere  military  officer,  whose  sole  power  is  the 
parchment  in  liis  pocket,  and  the  epaaletta 
vpoQ  his  dioolder,  to  seize  and  impress,  when- 
ever he  may  think  propw,  and  yon  give  to  this 
creature  of  romti,  aathori^  over  every  slave- 
holder in  the  Sonthem  Statea— he  may  set 
tiiem  all  at  defiance— and  I  am  aiked  to  say,  I 
will  asaome  his  aots.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 


to  do  it.   Yet  I  must  do  it  if  thia  amwkdmat 
passes ;  for  the  prindple,  and  the  raily  |naie- 
pie  on  which  we  can  grant  otMnpansatMa  is 
this  oase,  is,  that  w«  adopt  the  Jawleas  act  d 
hnpresament  aa  the  act  of  this  Govemmea^ 
and  piQT  fcHT  this  slave  wider  th«  preteac*  d 
State  necessity;  and  what  the  officer  is  pleased 
to  call  the  salvatkm  of  the  conntiy.     ^  I 
cannot  even  attempt  to  run  out  the  ooass- 
quenoea  of  eetabltstuDg  sndi  a  monatrons  pm- 
ciple,  and  so  vitally  fatal  to  a  large  portioa  of 
the  Union.   If  a  General  may  do  thia,  s  Ooio- 
nel  may  do  it ;  if  a  Colonel,  then  *  Ot^itaiB; 
and  if  a  Captain  may,  a  Sergeant,  and  so  msj 
every  sabaltem,  down  to  the  lowest  cotton  ta»- 
sel  in  the  camp.   And  if  an  officer  froan  the 
SoDthem  States  may  do  it,  so  mn^-  an  offiev 
from  the  Northern  States.  Ba^  if  these  doe> 
brines  are  sanctioned,  it  shall  be  d«m«  wUbo^ 
my  ocHisent.  It  is  a  dangnoos  doetximcL  AA- 
mit  it  for  s  moment,  and  yon  strike  a  Uow  at 
the  security  of  the  whole  slave  popnlsrion  of 
the  Sonthem  States.  It  is  the  same  caae  ia 
principle  as  to  allow  the  impressment  of  an  ia- 
fant,  apprentice,  or  servant,  in  the  Korthfn 
States.   If  there  is  any  reason  in  it,  then  everj 
officer  of  the  United  Statn  may,  at  pleasure 
(or  in  circnmitances  of  which  be  ia  to  l>e  the 
sole  judge,)  sever  the  bond  which  anites  master 
and  servant,  which  binds  together  parent  a^ 
child.   He  may  enter  our  dwelling:,  drag  oor 
diUdren  frtm  the  firedde,  and,  r^ardless  of 
his  £Mber*s  wilL  or  his  mother^  cries  and  tean^ 
finoe  him  to  the  camp— and,  when  tben^  pot 
him  under  martial  law.  He  may  do  this— anj 
when  he  has  done  it,  we,  fwsooth,  are  to  vol* 
unteer  him  an  indonnity,  to  step  in  his  idae^ 
and  assome  these  deeds  as  acts  of  the  Goven- 
ment.  Sir,  you  never  provided  for  such  a  case 
— ^yet  you  antliorized  our  appmtices  to  be  c» 
listM,  without  the  consent  of  their  masto^ 
and  our  children,  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents.   Too  allowed  this  tie  to  be  severed — 
(though  the  right  of  a  father  over  the  penca 
of  his  child  u  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  master 
over  his  servant,  and  far  more  tender,  though 
I  grant  that  the  ties  (rf  master  and  slave  wtf 
sometimes  be  of  a  tender  kind) — but  yonnsnr 
thought  of  granting  them  eompoisatvm.  Tea 
are  asked  to  make  it  in  a  ease  by  no  mcus  st 
strong.   Too  are  asked  to  do  that  fcx  com  sec- 
tion    the  Uniw,  which  you  never  though  of 
doing  for  the  other.   Adopt  this  principle  of 
impressment,  and  yoa  sanction  what  may,  at 
some  ftiture  day,  lead  to  oonBeqnences,  in  cms 
part  of  this  Union,  I  will  not  q>eak  o(  luty, 
which  I  will  not  permit  myself  even  to  think 
upon.   The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claiaa 
avoided  meddling  with  this  questiim. 


TnssDXT,  January  8. 

BattU  ^  2few  OrZaonn 

Mr.  HuuLiov  moved  the  following  xwda* 
tion: 
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jRemoived,  That  the  Conuaittee  on  the  Idbrwy 
"be  instracted  to  inquira  iato  tbe  expedwacy  of 
baTiDj;  an  hirtorieal  i^ure  of  the  Battle  of  New 
Orleans  p«dDted,  aod  pUced  in  one  of  the  puiela 
of  ih9  Rotunda.  And  that  they  further  inquire 
Into  the  expediimcT  of  engaging  Waahiogton  AU- 
ston  to  de^a  and  finish  the  work,  and,  if  expo* 
ffient  in  both  euitingendei,  to  ascertain  whether, 
and  on  what  termiii  be  can  be  lo  engaged. 

H!r.  Hawltoh  nid:  It  vaa  not  neeeflsarjr, 
nor  could  it  be  expected  at  tbia  time,  that  lie 
ilKKild  Tindicate  me  policy  which  had  dictated 
an  embdUflhment  en  this  national  biulding 
with  A  reprawDtation  of  «»se  of  the  most 
ohwiahed  erents  which  adtun  oar  history. 
Tbe  policy  itself  eprings  from  a  sentiment  which 
may  well  be  called  instinotiTe  in  the  homan 
"breast.    Ita  elemeats  are  to  be  fonnd  even  in 
the  impalse  which  leads  the  savage  to  oonstmct 
thoee  rnde  memorialB  by  which  he  attempts  to 
teU  of  an  age  and  warriors  that  have  been. 
Bat  the  Beubm^  beoomes  irreustibly  power- 
fol,  and  of  great  mwal  effloaey,  when  it  siim- 
nums  to  its  aid  tbe  deU^itfbl  trt  o£  painting, 
vhich  is  the  result  of  the  hii^wet  OMidition  of 
(dTlllsation,  and  whose  lessons  are  inenlcated 
|nr  a  universal  language,  and  la  understood  by 
aU  the  children  of  men,  Iiowenr  divided  by 
divera  and  ocmflicting  ttmgnes. 

Whether  the  victory  the  8th  of  January 
was  an  event  which,  delineated  by  the  band  of 
genios,  might  be  applicable  to  some  one  of  the 
imrposes  to  which  the  great  moral  of  this  art 
is  subservient,  was  precisely  the  qaestion  which 
he  wished  the  intelligent  committee  to  whom 
the  inquiry  would  be  referred,  to  decide.  He 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  as 
we  had  a  representaition  ot  the  mnender  at 
Torktown,  br  which  our  fintt  war  was  closed, 
there  would  be  a  pecutiar  fitness  in  platnng  by 
its  fl&de  a  deUneation  of  that  aohierement  whiw 
■o  brilliantly  closed  our  second  contest. 

Without  professing  to  be  a  connoiesenr  in 
the  art,  would  those  who  were,  pardon  bim  for 
saying,  that  he  could  scarcely  oonoeive  a  finer 
fuiiject  for  the  canvas;  than  the  ol^eots  whioh 
would  animate,  and  soeneiy  much  would 
adorn  this  pictnre ! 

The  defence  of  New  Orleans  forms  a  beauti- 
ful eh^  d'amre  in  the  science  of  war.  It  was 
obaraoterixed  by  oircnmstanoes  whidi  would 
enable  tbe  painter  to  place  in  high  relief  the 
'  heroio  Bteaoineas  and  gallant  devotion  of  our 
warriors,  and  to  exMbit  in  gorgeous  array,  the 
embattled  hosts  of  oar  enemy,  who  rosMd  on 
mka  a  tomnt,  in  daring  and  dMmtiess  valor, 
Tegordless  of  their  fate.  Nor  would  the  chivahry 
of  our  country  be  content  in  assigning  an  ob> 
■oare  or  a  di^araging  spot  In  snch  a  picture, 
to  the  pathetic  fate  of  the  British  commander, 
who  poured  out  the  willing  streams  of  his  life 
blood  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  bis  coimtry. 
No ;  "  our  countrymen  war  not  with  the  dead." 
The  ashes  of  a  man  who  thus  falls  are  thrioe 
ewseorated  by  tiie  bleedngs  of  the  generooi; 
tbs  fibbing,  and  tbe  brave. 


[H.  or  K. 

Let  me  add,  that  tbe  soenery  ot  this  picture 
will  be  associated  with  some  of  oor  most  inter- 
esting recoUeetions.  It  will  be  {daoed  on  that 
Delta  of  E^Fptian  fertili^  and  troiHcal  magnifi- 
cence, throng  whioh  the  mighty  father  of  our 
Western  waters  is  pouring  the  tribute  of  his 
thousand  streams,  in  his  almost  finished  Joor- 
ney  to  the  ocean.  On  that  Delta,  whioh  be- 
longs to  that  glorious  realm,  the  first  possession 
<si  whioh  we  owe  to  bim,  who  now  dews  is 
peaoe,  "  by  all  bis  oonntry's  wishes  bleat,"  and 
the  lut,  to  bim  "  who  has  filled  the  measure  ot 
her  ^ory." 

Hi.  H.  said  be  shonld  have  &lt  great  delicacy 
in  dengnating  Kr.  Allston,  by  universid 
oonsent,  he  was  not  considered  one  of  tbe  first, 
if  not  the  very  first  "  living  artists  our  country 
has  produced,"  by  which  an  important  require- 
ment  of  the  committee  would  be  at  once  ful- 
filled. Indeed,  the  profoond  genius  and  un- 
rivalled execution  of  this  gentleman  was  so 
well  admitted,  that  be  had  lieard,  on  the  beat 
authority,  that  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and 
discriminating  oritios  of  Europe  bad  declared, 
"  that,  if  there  was  a  man  living  who  was 
capable  of  lighting  up  anew  the  glories  of  the 
Augustan  age  of  punting,  that  man  was  Wash- 
ington Allston."  It  may  not  be  known  to  all 
who  heard  bim,  that  this  gentleman^  after  paaa- 
ing  fifteen  years  of  his  life  abroad,  m  stna^ring 
the  remuns  of  ancient,  and  the  acquisitions 
ofmodem  art,  is  now  engaged,  under  tbe  patron- 
age of  a  city  (Boston)  no  less  distinguished  for 
its  refinement  and  taste,  than  by  its  literature 
and  science,  in  giving  the  last  touches  to  an 
historical  picture,  (tbe  labor  of  ten  years,)  which 
is  probably  destined  to  form  a  new  era  in  the 
arts,  and  to  oonfer  a  renown  on  that  country 
which  has  neglected  to  cultivate  them. 

If  yon  want  tiiia  man,  yon  most  boA  him. 
To  tbe  pride  of  genius  he  adds  a  thriftless  dia< 
r^jard  of  money ;  for  he  knows,  as  it  has  been 
b^utifully  said  on  another  subject  and  ooeo- 
sion,  that  the  real  price  of  the  [vodactioas  of 
his  pencil,  "  is  immwtality,  and  tiiat  posteri^ 
will  pay  It." 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a  eogges- 
tion,  somewhat  selfish  in  its  origin,  bat  sorely 
not  deserving  of  a  severe  reprobation.  Gen. 
Jackson  and  llCr.  Allston  are  both  natives  of 
the  State  of  South  Cardiua,  and  there  would 
be  a  happy  oongnuty  in  the  fact,  that  tbe  con- 
duct and  valor  of  the  one  ahonld  be  illnsbrated 
by  the  genius  and  taste  of  tiie  other. 

llr.  B.  said,  in  oondumon,  lhat  he  Oitire 
gratification  in  confiding  his  resolution  to  the 
Jodgment  and  patriotism  of  his  honorable  fiiend 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evasnr,)  who  was 
well  aoqaainted  with  the  merits  of  the  great 
artist  to  whom  he  had  referred,  and  that  of  the 
gentlemen  assodated  with  him  on  the  commit- 
tee, and  he  wonld  barely  repeat  that  be  was 
content  that  they  should  determine,  as  pre- 
liminaiT  to  tbe  de^on  of  the  House,  *'  whether 
tiie  period  had  arrived  for  completing  the  dec<^ 
ntlauol  the  great  Hall  of  the  Civit(d,»aDA 
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whether  he  had  dengHAted  "  a  jodicioTU  choice 
of  a  sabject,  and  a  oompet«it  artist." 

Mr.  Inqbbsoli.  said,  that  be  dionld  not  have 
risen,  had  not  the  resolntion,  moved  bj  the 
honorable  gentlenum  from  Sonth  Carolina,  deeog- 
nated  the  name  of  the  artist  to  be  empJojed. 
When  it  was  reoolleoted  that  Ur.  Trnmbnll, 
tiie  gmtleman  who  had  exeonted  the  puntings 
now  in  the  Botnnda,  was  a  native  of  the  8tat« 
vhleh  be  representea  od  that  floor,  he  tmeted 
bis  honoraue  fHend  would  exeose  bim  if  he 
ventm^  to  suegest,  that  no  coarse  onght  to  be 
jrarsned,  in  this  stage  of  the  basioesa,  which 
went  to  exclade  the  emplojment  of  that  vener- 
able and  patriotic  individual  in  executing  nny 
puntings  which  might  be  ordered.  If  the  art- 
ist, to  which  the  gentleman  had  allnded,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  State  with  the  hero  of 
onr  second  war,  the  artist  he  himself  bad 
named  had  been  an  actor  in  bis  own  person 
bi  the  war  <rf  the  Bevolntion.  He  had  been  a 
prisoner,  and  bad  toffered  severelr  in  that  con- 
test; and  he  nn»fc  be  permttted  to  taj  that 
great  ii\}nstioe  bad  been  drae  him,  firtnn  the 
manner  in  which  his  paintings  bed  at  first 
been  displayed.  Thej  were  placed  in  a  small 
and  obscnre  room,  beneath  onr  feet,  and  the 
artist  had  had  the  mortification  to  biow  that 
the  most  nnktnd  and  nnfeeling  striotares  had 
there  been  passed  npon  them,  in  consequence 
of  this  or  that  disadvantageous  location.  His 
fame  had  snfi'ered;  his  feelings  had  snfiTered; 
and  all  his  friends  who  knew  the  circnmstaoceB, 
had  snfi'ered  with  bim.   It  was  with  pride  and 

Sleaanre,  Hr.  I.  said,  that  he  had  witnessed 
leir  removal  to  a  ^tnation  more  worthy  of 
their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  had  iritnessed 
the  tears  of  Joy  glistening  in  his  venerable  eyes, 
nnder  the  conscioosneea  tiiat,  at  last,  justice 
had  been  done  him.  Hr.  I.  s^d,  that  ne  ad- 
mitted, very  willingly,  the  high  merit  of  Mr. 
Allston,  bnt,  if  Congress  should  conclude,  in 
this  matter,  to  depul;  from  the  class  of  our 
Revolutionary  worthies,  there  were  other  native 
artists,  l>esides  Mr.  AUston,  who  would  desire 
not  to  be  precluded  from  a  chance  of  employ- 
ment Ue  therefore  moved  the  following ' 
amendment :  to  strike  out  the  name  of  "  Wash- . 
inf^n  Allston,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "  some 
Buitable  artist." 

Mr.  Hauilton  s^d  that  he  bad  risen  princi- 
pally to  indicate  his  acquiescence  in  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Oonnecticnt  He  deedred,  also,  to  exempt 
himself  from  all  idea  of  the  slightest  disrespect 
towards  the  venerable  gentleman  so  feelingly 
referred  to  in  the  ranariu  Jiut  submitted ;  and 
certainly,  if  the  resolotion  he  bad  bad  the 
honor  to  move,  proposed  the  commemoration 
of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Bevolutionary  war, 
that  gentleman,  both  from  his  services,  and 
from  his  opportunities  of  observation,  wonld 
have  a  special  claim  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Kbkukb  said,  that  he  entirely  agreed  that 
it  was  proper  auoh  a  painting  doold  l>e  exe- 
«^ed,  and  that  the  Ulnstrions  ^017  vludi  hid 
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been  achieved  in  the  most  brifUant  victory  «f 
modem  times,  onght  to  be  handed  down  to 
|)08terity.   Such  deeds  ought  to  be  kept  freab 
in  the  recollection  of  all  generations,  and  he 
thought  that  it  could  not  be  put  in  a  better  | 
plaoe  than  in  ib»  Rotunda  of  this  boilding. 
But  in  order  that  this  painting  ma;  be  insdr 
Judged  ot,  {sinw  aU  our  Judgmoits  were  fono^ 
ed  on  comparison,  and  what  eonld  we  Judge  of 
hut  what  we  know  t  and  bow  oonld  we  judge 
of  what  was  unknown  but  from  what  was 
known  f)  he  would  more  a  nnall  amendnMnt 
When  this  victory  was  achieved,  which  ren- 
dered onr  country  so  dorions  in  the  eyes  of  all 
nations,  it  excited  both  pride  and  wonder ;  aoA 
he  wislied  he  could  stop  there.   Bnt  he  nmet 
say  it  created  envy  too.   How,  in  order  that 
posterity  might  have  a  fair  opportunity  of 
judging  of  that  transaction,  he  wonld  suggest 
that  another  painting  be  placed  alongside  ot 
the  victory  of  New  Orieana,  representing  Am 
meeting  of  the  Hartford  C(mvenU<m,  wbidi 
was  in  full  sesmon  at  the  same  l^e.   He  tbe»- 
fore  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  bj  add- 
ing, "and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartford 
Convention." 

Mr.  EvEBBTT,  Ch^nnan  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, stud  that  he  should  not  have  risen  to 
n>eak  on  the  resolution  or  amendment,  had  not 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  done  him 
the  honor  to  refer  to  the  report  which  be  bad 
submitted  to  the  House  from  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, daring  the  last  session,  and  whidi 
recommended  a  coarse  to  be  pursned  on  this 
subject.  In  every  thingof  commendation  which 
that  gentleman  had  advanoed  in  relation  to  the 
artist  proposed  by  him  to  he  emplf^ed,  Mr.  K 
said  that  he  heartily  concurred  ^  ud  be  bad 
been  prepared  to  pass  the  resolntion,  whiefa  id 
itself  was  the  most  distinguished  compliment 
that  could  have  been  pud  to  that  eminoit 
artist  and  excellent  man.   He  concurred,  too^ 
in  all  the  commendations  which  had  beoi 
bestowed  upon  the  great  event  which  was  in- 
tended to  form  the  subject  of  the  painting; 
nor  was  the  present  the  first  time  that  he  bad 
attempted  on  this  floor  to  add  his  tribute  to 
that  which  bad  been  so  liberally  paid  by  this 
whole  people  to  the  great  man  who  had  achiev- 
ed that  victory.   Bnt  he  thought  it  would  b« 
convenient  if  the  terms  of  the  resolution  were 
enlarged,  and  this  idea  had  in  put  been  sug- 
gested by  the  remarks  of  the  genueman  himae^ 
who  had  said,  that,  as  the  victory  of  TorktowiL 
which  closed  the  war  of  Independence,  had 
been  made  the  subject  of  one  of  onr  nationsl 
paintings,  there  was  a  peculiar  fltnees  that  the 
victory  of  New  Orleans,  whidi  gave  lustre  to 
the  close  of  onr  second  war,  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  another.   This  went  to  show 
the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  terms  the 
resolution,  and  he  should  be  ^ad  if  the  honor- 
able mover  would  make  it  general,  exten^ng 
its  provisions  to  filUng  the  empty  panels  of  the 
Rotunda  with  af^ropriate  paintings.   VTh*  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Erxunx  were  imperfiBOHy  beard 
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by  the  reporter,  who  apprehends  tlmt  they 
have  been  as  imperfectly  reported.] 

Kr.  Stobbb  said  that  he  had  often  thooght 
that  oar  naval  victories  were  entitled  to  some 
notice,  as  well  as  the  military  exploits  oS  the 
•rmy,  and  that  Ooogrees  oonld  not  better  oc- 
CQpy  some  of  the  vaoant  in  the  Botnndo, 
than  by  filling  them  vith  commemorations 
of  some  of  thoae  oMvafanns  triamphs  of  the 
navy  that  had  conferred  so  much  honor  and 
glory  on  the  oomitry.  He  hoped  that  the  navy 
would  not  be  alto^ther  forgotten,  and  that 
the  House  would  agree  to  adopt  an  amendment 
that  he  should  offer  to  the  proposition  of  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  8.  then  moved 
to  add  the  following  words,  viz:  "or  such  of 
the  Tictoriea  achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Statea,  as  in  their  opinion  sliould  be 
■elected  for  such  national  commemoration." 

[Here  the  debate  oloaed  for  this  d^.] 


WiDNEBDi.T,  Jannary  9, 
Bi$tcrieal  PainUngt. 

The  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  together  with  the  several  amend- 
ments, having  been  ag^  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Storks — 

Mr.  EvKBBTT  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment because,  in  his  apprehension,  it  did  not 
go  for  enough.  He  had  no  hostility,  whatever, 
to  the  origmal  resolution,  but  thought  the  in- 
quiry ought  to  take  a  more  extmded  fbrm,  uid, 
at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
mbmit  an  amendment,  intended  to  effect  that 
olgeot.  He  did  not  wiui  that  the  House  dionld 
paaa  anr  resolution  which  might  leave  it  to  be 
Inferred  that  all  pnblic  merit  was  divided  be- 
tween military  and  naval  adiievements.  No, 
sir,  said  Mr.  I  think  the  principle  was  a 
very  wise  and  patriotic  one,  which  was  pur- 
sued in  the  selection  of  the  subjects  already  ex- 
ecuted. Two  of  these  were  of  a  military  kind ; 
two  others  were,  both  in  their  conception,  and 
in  the  lesson  which  they  taught,  of  a  civil  char- 
acter ;  and  I  think  that,  in  filling  up  the  re- 
muning  panels,  the  same  piinclpTe  ought  still 
to  govern  us.  It  is,  in  my  Judgment,  very  im- 
portant, that,  in  all  the  detMls  of  this  great  na- 
tional monument,  we  keep  oonstanUy  in  view 
our  obli^tion  to  teach  a  Taluable  lesson  to  pos- 
terity. We  may  find  enough  memorable  events, 
in  the  civil  history  of  this  country,  to  call  for 
aU  the  aid  of  all  the  arts.  I  need  not,  I  trust, 
repeat  the  declaration  which  I  made  yesterday, 
that  I  have  no  design,  whatever,  to  break  down 
the  original  resolution.  I  am  iierfectiy  free  to 
sayj  that,  in  any  series  of  military  exploits 
which  it  may  be  thooght  necessary  or  proper 
to  oommemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  gentleman  from 
Booth  OaroUna  Qii.  Hawlton)  t^d  of  that 
Tietoiy,  that  it  fcmned  the  ^aaU  of  a  series  of 
great  aohisTementB.  Wdl,  nr,  on  the  eentie* 
man's  own  prindploa)  if  tills  is  the  termination 


of  a  series,  is  it  not  at  least  natural  to  take, 
also,  some  of  the  actions  which  composed  that 
series?  The  gentleman  also  declared,  and  I 
doubt  not  with  great  truth,  that,  in  offering 
this  resolution,  be  meant  nothii^r  invidioos. 
But,  will  it  not  be  considered  as  invidtons^ 
when  he  hinudf  oonfesses  there  has  been  a 
series  of  great  aotionB,  to  fix  upon  one,  alone^ 
for  oommemwation?  It  is,  in  part,  on  this 
account,  that  I  wUik  to  give  to  tne  resolutirat 
the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  Judgment,  it 
ought  to  embrace. 

Mr.  Babtlitt  expressed  his  agreement  with 
the  gentieman  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  BubqbSj) 
that  it  was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  thia 
declaration,  in  compliment  to  some  of  those 
who  have  fought  for  us,  while  there  are  others, 
equally  deserving^  who  remun  unprovided  for. 
Before  we  flattw  the  vanity  of  our  heroes, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for  their 
wants!  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  nad  arisen  for  the 
pnnxwe  of  stating,  that  he  had  prepared,  and 
neld  in  his  hand,  a  resolution  which  would 
cover  the  whole  ground  both  of  the  amendment 
and  the  original  resolnldon.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentieman  from  Ibusaohasetts  (Mr. 
Dwioht)  extends  the  inquiry,  which  was  at 
first  confined  to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to 
events  of  the  Revolution,  not  yet  the  subject  of 
our  commemoration,  while  that  of  the  gentie- 
man from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  proposed  to 
include  the  naval  victories  of  both  oar  wars. 
There  was  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
oar  ooGuUy,  which  was  not  touched  by  ^ther 
of  these  amendments.  The  resolution  which 
he  had  drafted  would  be  in  order  by  way  of 
amendment,  if  the  gentleman  fnnn  Kew  York 
would  consent  that  the  gentieman  firom  Maasa- 
ohusetts  (Mr.  Dwioht)  should  witiidraw  the 
amendment  be  had  offered. 

Mr.  DwioHT  stud  nothing  would  give  him  more 

fleasure  than  to  oblige  the  gentieman  from  New 
lampsfaire,  (Mr.  Babtlstt,)  by  accepting  his 
amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his  own,  could  he 
do  so  without  abandoning  the  principles  upon 
which  he  had  originally  offered  his  own  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  persuaded  that  the 
genUemaa  himself  would  be  satined  of  the 
propriety  of  the  refbsal,  when  he  beard  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  made.  He  had,  he 
said,  long  since  understood,  from  authority 
which  oonld  not  be  doubted,  that,  when  the 
artist  selected  the  four  subjects  embraced  by 
bis  amendment^  at  the  conclusion  of  a  series  of 
historical  painting  that  selection  received  the 
sanction  of  Washington  and  Jefferson.  When 
he  saw  the  Rotundo  decorated  on  one  side,  by 
such  scenes  as  the  Siege  of  Yorktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  the  Surrender  of  General  Wash- 
ington's Commission,  it  was  painfol  to  behold 
the  other  side  <^  that  splendid  room  a  blank. 
He  lamented  it  the  more  when  he  saw  how 
appropriately  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battle 
of  Bunker^  Hill,  the  Attack  on  Qoebee,  and  tha 
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Battles  of  Honmonth  and  Princeton.  While 
Tip,  he  would  take  ooeasion  to  r^ly  to  aome 
remarlu  of  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina, 
Qb.  Haioltok.)  He  had,  in  depiottng  the 
varloofl  modes  of  legislative  hostilitj,  which 
might  be  adopted,  let  fall  expressions  suscepti- 
ble of  a  conatmction  which  his  own  feelings 
towards  that  honcmUe  gentleman  forbid  him 
to  suppose  could  have  been  intended.  He  bad  in- 
timated that  his  own  original  resolntion  was  to 
be  smothered  bj  tha  weight  of  the  amendments 
nngeueronslj  thrown  upon  it.  Whatever  was 
intended  by  the  remark,  he  could  not,  in  jos- 
tioe  to  himseli^  suffer  it  to  past  onnoticed.  If 
there  was  a  member  upon  the  floor  who  did 
not  feel  hifl  heart  swell  with  a  prouder,  and 
more  ardmt  love  of  oonntry,  when  he  oontem- 
plated  the  achievements  of  the  general  and  the 
army  of  New  OdnaMf  he  was  not  that  man. 
But  the  heart  which  was  alive  to  these  emo- 
tions could  never  be  closed  to  sucfa  as  were 
oalcnlated  to  be  excited  by  the  Battle  of  Ban- 
ker's HilL  and  the  other  to  which  his  amend- 
ment ai^lied.  And  he  could  never  consent  to 
commemorate  by  painUngs,  a  scene  in  the  late 
war,  to  the  exctosion  of  those  of  equal  splendor 
in  our  Bevolationary  stm^le.  If  his  amend- 
ment were  adopted,  it  would  embrace  them  all. 
The  gentlemAn  from  South  Carolina  certainly 
knew  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  his  feelings 
were  of  such  a  contracted  character  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  reflisa  to  call  xtptm  American  ge- 
nius to  illustrate  American  valor.  To  uie 
genius  of  AUston,  as  an  historical  pidnter,  he 
would  do  all  homage,  and  he  had  ue  satisfac- 
tion of  believing  that  the  adc^tion  of  his 
amendment  would  give  full  scope  to  that  of 
both  the  artists  who  had  been  alluded  to. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Stobbs,  viz :  "or  such  of  the 
victories  achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  their  opinion  should  be  selected 
for  such  national  commemoration,"  and  dedded 
in  the  negative — ayes  80,  noes  90. 

The  qnestion  was  token  on  the  amendment 
of  Ur.  DwiftBT,  viz :  "to  embrace  the  battles 
of  Bunkor's  HUl,  Monmouth,  Princeton,  and  the 
attack  on  Quebec"  Kegatived^yeas  68,  nays 
107. 

The  question  being  on  the  reaolntion  as 
moved  by  Ur.  ZLuultov, 

Vr.  EvEKBTT  moved  to  amend  the  resdution 
so  as  to  read  as  foUows : 

*'11iat  the  Committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
■entatives  on  the  Ubrary  be  iostoDoted  to  Inquire 
Into  the  ezpeffieocy  of  taking  suitable  meisnrea,  at 
this  time,  to  prooure  a  series  <tf  historical  psii^ga 
for  the  empty  panels  of  the  Botnndo." 

Negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolntion  of 
Ur.  Hamilton,  as  modified  by  ICr.  Run>ous, 
St  was  decided  by  yeas  08,  nays  lOS. 

So  the  reatdution  was  t^^^ted. 


TBubbdat,  Jannaiy  10. 
Cbatt  Surcejf. 

Vr,  Ykbplanok  snbnutted  the  foDowing: 

JRstohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Nm.nl  Aftw 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  cm  the  e^e- 
diency  of  making  suoh  l^^slative  proviaion  aa  oaf 
be  neoessary  for  reviriog,  exteuduig,  and  canyBg 
into  effiMt  the  act  of  February  10th,  1807,  prmid- 
ing  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  Ybbpulhoe  begged  leave  to  call  At 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  brief  st&temeDt  cf 
the  objects  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  fo^ 
connected  with  tiie  acts  it  referred  to.,  lb 
law  of  Februan^  10th,  1807,  waa  passed  in  tiw 
laat  CkmgnBB  of  Mr.  Jeffiuflon*s  AdmiiustntiaL 
I  believe  npon  tiie  reeommendataon  at  Itr.  J» 
ferson  himselt    It  owtalnly  was  a  fiivorits 
measure'  of  hia.    It  aoQunized  and  reqnestsd 
the  President  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  taken  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  demgnating  tbt 
islands,  shoals,  roads,  and  plaoes  of  ancborace, 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  point  of  the 
coast :  also,  the  respective  courses  and  distaneei 
between  the  principal  oapee  and  beadlaoda :  ia 
short,  every  thing  necessary  for  oompl^nig  a 
minutely  accurate  chart  of  our  whole  oosst,  fa 
every  naval,  military,  and  conmiereial  pnrpoae. 
Another  section  [oovided  for  such  examinatimu 
relative  to  St.  George's  bank,  and  other  banki 
and  riioals,  and  the  soundings  and  cnrrents  be* 
yood  the  limits  oi  twenty  leagues,  to  tttt  Gulf 
Stream,  as  m^t  be  snbswient  to  the  uses  of 
navigation.  [The  immediate  olfjeet  of  this  aet 
was  unquestionably,  to  procure  a  tboroo^ 
knowlec^  of  our  cMUt  for  naval  porpoeee  and 
for  fortifications,  which  the  prospect  of  a  col- 
lision with  the  great  nuultiroe  power  of  tlM 
world  then  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gressr]   These,  however,  were  combined  with 
farther  views — with  the  general  interest  of  our 
own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  well  as  with 
the  generous  wish  to  contribute  to  the  nseftal 
sdenoe  and  mpgraphioal  knowledge— <tf  tin 
whole  dTilixed  world.  The  sum  of  Bfty  tbou* 
sand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  carry  the  act 
into  effect — and  the  principles  upon  which  it 
should  be  executed  were  settled  by  the  Ftesi- 
dent.   They  are  stated  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  widi 
tiiat  luminous  precirion  wfaitA  marks  all  tiM 
writings  of  that  statennan,  in  an  cdBdal  letter 
to  a  distingushed  man  of  scienock  who  was  to 
be  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  act.  It  ii^ 
I  presume,  to  be  found  in  the  official  files  of  the 
Department.   I  have  myself  read  it  in  a  vshia- 
ble  paper  on  the  survey  of  the  coast,  printed  in 
the  American  PhUosophioal  Transaotions.  The 
plan  be  resolved  into  three  distinct  parts:  lab 
The  asoerttimnent,  by  a  series  of  accurate  » 
tmiondcd  ohservaticHis^  of  the  tcne  podlica  of 
a  few  pr(miineht  and  ronarkable  pomts  cn  flis 
coast,  sodi  as  are  or  would  probably  be  tiw 
rites  of  forts,  or  light-house^  ice,  Sd.  A  tr^ 
onometical  survey,  by  a  cbam  of  tiande^  of 
the  line  of  coast  Mtweea  tiiese  pointy  us  pih 
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Bition  of  which  bad  been  thm  astroDomioallj 
determined,  making  therein  the  posiUon  of 
every  prominent  object  distingtuwable  at  a 
distance.  8d.  A  nautical  snrvey  of  the  shoals 
and  Bonndings,  of  which  the  trigmiometrical 
land  survey  should  be  the  base — to  depend  as 
little  as  might  l!>e  on  astronomical  observations 
made  on  board  ship. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr,  Easier,  well  known  as  a 
scientific,  as  well  as  an  experienced  and  practi- 
cal mathematician,  was  sent  to  Europe  for  the 
purchase  of  instruments.  He  there  procured 
an  admirable  collection,  selected  bj  himself 
with  great  care,  the  workmanship  of  the  first 
artists  of  the  age,  Trooghton  and  DoUand,  in 
London,  and  Le  Koir,  m  Paria,  veil  known 
scientific  meclianios,  whose  labors  and  im- 
provements haye  conferred  higher  benefits  on 
the  world  than  many  men  of  more  splendid 
£une,  as  well  as  loftier  pretensions  In  tha  ranks 
of  science. 

With  these  instruments,  the  survey  was  com- 
menced, in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work 
done  with  minute  accuracy.  After  a  time — I 
know  not  why — it  is  a  part  of  the  country  I 
am  aot  acquainted  with — the  work  was  sns- 

? ended,  and  nautical  surveys  were  substituted, 
hese,  too,  were  finally  abandoned,  as  a  sys- 
tem.  A  vast  body  of  maps  and'  charts  were 
Uma  collected,  at  a  vast  expense — many  times 
the  cost  which  wonid  have  attended  a  perfect 
execntian — have  been  told,  half  a  miuion  of 
doUare,  but  have  no  precise  authority  for  this ; 
bat,  at  whatever  cost,  they  were  exceedingly 
dear,  fbr  they  are  comparatively  of  very  little 
value,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be  so.  The 
private  navigation  has  been  left  to  gnide  itself 
by  each  light?  as  may  be  furnished  by  private 
enterprise,  or  by  the  science  of  Enrope.  When- 
ever any  local  interest  or  object  such  as  the 
building  of  a  fort,  or  the  location  of  a  navy 
yard,  required  it,  special  surveys  were,  of  ne- 
oeasity,  ordered  either  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, or  by  resolntaona  of  Congress.  These 
were  generally  executed  by  the  offloers  ttf  onr 
navy,  always  with  very  incompetent  means, 
and  often  limited  in  tln^e.  la  the  words  (tf  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy's  last  report,  '*  they  are 
unavoidably  incomplete.     The  times  within 
which  it  was  desirable  to  make  them,  (says  he, 
speaking  of  the  surveys  made  last  year,  of  Bal- 
timore, Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  granted,  did  not  permit  them  to 
be  made  so  as  to  furnish  perfect  surveys  -and 
charts  of  these  harbors." 

Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys  in  the 
possession  of  the  Navy  Department,  that  I  have 
been  assured,  on  very  good  authority,  that  none 
of  them  have  been  found  snfficient^  accurate 
to  determine  the  site  of  fortifications.  I  ought, 
however,  in  justice,  to  exoei>t  that  of  the  har- 
bor of  Baltimore,  nude  by  uent.  Sherburne. 

These  partial  surras,  by  separate  expedi- 
tions, are  also  neoessanly  of  enormous  expense. 
Officers,  men,  vessels,        must  be  detailed 
anew  for  each  object,  with  great  loas  oi  time. 
Vol.  jxj~il 


£aovB. 

and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at  each  oc- 
casion. Vithont  going  nirther  into  detail,  I 
refer  to  the  nAvr  report  of  1826,  in  support  of 
this  aasertimi.  With  all  this  experience  oefore 
us,  it  is  now  evident  that  we  must  recur  to  the 
principles  of  the  aot  of  1807.  I  perceive  that 
that  law  is  printed  in  our  statute  book  as  an 
obsolete  one.  1  do  not  see  why ;  but  if  so^  it 
is  on  all  accounts  expedient  to  revive  it.  I 
would  go  farther :  I  would  embody  in  a  new 
law,  with  the  necessary  appropriations,  all  the 
principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  1811. 
The  President  should  be  empowed  to  appoint  a 
scientific  commissioner,  with  a  decent  salary. 
The  excellent  instruments,  purchased  ten  years 
ago,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  Government, 
a  littie  worse  fbr  neglect,  and,  Z  fear,  too,  a 
Uttle  the  worse  for  having  sometimes  been  in 
ignorant  hands.  The  other  expenses  would  be 
very  trifling,  compared  to  the  m^itude  of  the 
object.  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gam  or  saving  it 
would  yield  to  the  commerce  of  the  natmn, 
would  pay  the  whole.  To  the  navy,  in  case  of 
war,  this  is  an  all-important  object.  It  is  a 
di^race  and  a  scandal  to  our  country,  that  the 
British  navy  is  probably,  at  this  moment,  in 
possession  of  far  bettor  detiuls  of  the  chart 
our  coast  than  we  are. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  this  is  an  application 
of  science  to  useful  purposes,  not  only  strictly 
within  the  power  of  the  General  Government, 
but  directly  incumbent  upon  it  as  a  gnsrcUan 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  director  of  peaoe 
and  war. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wildest  Ceue~(Captured  4/Hcajia.) 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  of 
a  bond  given  by  Mr.  WUde,  of  Georgia,  to 
transport  certain  Africans  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  was  called  up  by  Mr.  P.  P. 
Babbodb. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Tatlob  olgected  to  this  course,  as  he 
had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the 
case,  and  the  Inll  was  nnaooompanied  by  any 
report. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbocb  (ChfUrman  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee)  sud,  that  a  similar  motion 
to  this  had  been  made  the  other  day,  when  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  subject  was  report- 
ed to  the  House,  and,  if  such  were  the  pleasure 
of  the  House,  he  should  cheerfully  acquiesoe. 
He  would  state,  however,  that  the  committee, 
if  ordered  to  report,  could  furnish  no  other  in- 
formation than  that  which  was  contained  in 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  the  papers  ac- 
companying it,  which  now  lay  upon  the  clerk's 
table ;  the  substance  of  which  he  had,  on  the 
former  occasion,  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  "Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  motion  to 
r^mmit  the  bill  would  prevuL  If  I  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  bill,  it  is  to  cancel  a 
bond,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
onit  Ooflit  of  Ge<n^  pending  a  litigation  oon- 
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oentiog  ft  namber  of  AfHcftUB,  ud  for  their  re- 
moTftl  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Oa  a  careful  eiaminaUon  cf  the  papers,  I  find 
no  evidence  of  the  amotint  of  that  bond,  to 
whom  it  was  given,  or  the  precise  terms  of  the 
condition.  It  seenu  to  me  there  are  two  bonds, 
oat  given  hy  the  Spuiish  claimants  of  these 
Africans  in  Conrt,  and  the  other  by  the  peti- 
tioner. The  petitioner  asked  to  have  his  bond 
oanoelled,  and  the  bill  provides  for  cancelling 
the  one  in  tiie  olerk'a  oflSoe;  and  that,  too, 
withont  aaoertaining  its  date,  amount,  or  the 
parties.  If  it  were  tiie  oUeot  to  cancel  the 
bond  ot  the  petiUoner,  the  bHl  did  not  reach  it, 
bat  provided  for  cancelling  another.  Bnt,  sir, 
we  are  inhabited  by  the  oonstitation  irvHn  im- 
ploring the  obligatioDs  of  contracts.  Can  I  be 
expected  to  give  my  vote  to  cancel  an  obliga- 
tion, a  contract,  withont  knowing  the  date,  the 
amount,  or  purport  of  the  obligation,  affecting 
the  right:  of  parties  of  whom  I  am  wholly  ig- 
norant, as  well  as  the  extent  my  act  may  h^nre 
them  f  Can  I  he  expected  to  vote  to  cancel  a 
bond,  of  which  I  am  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be 
able  to  describe  itt  The  bill  contains  no  de- 
•ci^ition.  I  have  heard  nmie,  and  can  give 
none.  What  is  its  omiditiont  Vho  are  the 
partleBl  What  its  obligiOions?  These  ones- 
nons  I  think  materiaL  Who  was  the  obligee 
cf  the  bwd,  and  interested  in  it?  Had  we  any 
eontnl  over  it  f  I  fear,  nr,  this  bill  exceeds 
oor  constitational  limits,  and  affects  the  rights 
of  othOTs,  having  no  knowledge  of  cor  proceed- 
ings or  voice  in  tbem. 

Mr.  Tatloe  said,  that,  when  he  had  request- 
ed, a  few  days  since,  tiiat  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  might  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  it  was  that  they  might 
q>read  before  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, the  history  of  the  facts  connected  witii 
that  bUL  He  considered  those  facts  as  of  such 
mmnent  as  to  deserve  an  official  report  The 
question  might  be  one  whidi  involved  the  lib- 
erty of  thirty-seven  human  beings.  The  House 
Is  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  89  African  persons  bron^t  into  the 
United  States  contrary  to  law.  The  original 
nomlMr  had  been  139.  One  hundred  of  these 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  a  lawful  capture,  (of 
the  exact  nature  of  the  proceeding  which  had 
been  had,  he  possessed  no  knowledge.)  but  that 
number  had  been  sent  to  our  colony  in  Africa. 
Of  the  remuning  89,  87  were  declared  not  to 
be  a  lawful  capture,  and  were  consequently 
ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  Spanish  claimant. 
Thtfie  persons  are  now  in  the  custody  of  kw. 
Tedmically  qpeaking,  they  have  not  been  im- 
ported. It  was  a  subject  of  discussion,  wheth- 
er their  bringing  into  the  country  had  been 
lawful  or  unlawful.  So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
termined that  they  were  unlawfully  captured 
and  brought  in,  it  became  the  duty  of  their 
owner  to  give  a  bond  to  export  them  out  of 
the  country  within  a  given  time.  As  there 
was  no  report  to  refer  to,  he  did  not  know 
how  kmg  it  was  dnoe  the  Judgment  of  the 


court  had  been  given,  and  be  crasequeadT 
could  not  know  whether  a  suffidenttimeU 
eliqwed  to  enable  it  to  be  determined  vbetk 
the  persons  giving  the  bond  intended  to  viola 
its  condition  or  noL  A  very  delicste,  ai 
what  might  prove  a  very  difficult  quetti^ 
arose  as  to  the  right  which  tliese  peraoiu  tho- 
se! ves  may  have  to  those  Africans.  Aa 
as  the  year  '98,  Congreaa  povhibited  the  iun- 
dnction  of  slaves  into  the  United  6tatc^lil 
declared  that  all  slaves  imported  in  vidtikief 
that  law,  should  be  ip$o  facte  free.  Ko*,if 
the  persons  laying  claim  to  these  Africsu  bm 
done  acts,  which,  under  the  law,  are  eqairM 
to  importation,  it  may  turn  out  that  sU  tint 
Africans  have  a  right  to  their  freedom.  Mr.  t 
sud  that  he  did  not  know  tliis,  for  the  Hon 
had  denied  him  the  opportunity  of  knovn; 
the  facts  of  this  case,  from  any  official  rqicrt 
containing  them.  In  an  act  passed  in  ISHt, 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  is  expressly  provided,  tint  a 
person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (iDdfir 
aught  I  know  the  proceedings  in  this  case  wti 
have  been  such  as  to  place  these  peneu  i> 
that  light,)  u  c^>able  of  holding  any  ri^  d 
owner^p  over  a  ncoro  slave,  ud  if  hbAA 
attempt  to  sell  sach  slave,  he  inmrs  afinftitot 
$1,*000  fbr  each  offeooe.  Ur.  T.  nfold 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  fiuts  of  tlM  c« 
would  bring  tiie  parties  within  the proviacoof 
this  law,  and  it  was  because  he  did  not  bxn 
this  that  he  had  desired  to  have  all  tiM&itt 
^read  oat  before  tiie  House,  bj  tiiei^Mttdf 
one  of  its  own  committees. 

Mr.  DwioBT  Bud  he  should  not  oppose  &t 
motion  for  recommitment ;  but  there  wereaw 
facts  in  the  case  which  stood  out  in  bold 
and  were,  of  themselves,  sufficient,  in  hi«J«^ 
ment  to  reocnnmend  this  bill  to  tiie  imiTenil 
fovor  of  the  House.   What»  asked  Kr.  D.,  «• 
the  poUiiy  of  the  act  which  requuw  a  b«d  fir 
Uie  re-exportation  of  Africans  introdooed  inti 
this  country  t  It  was  to  prevent  coDnare  of- 
tores.  It  was  to  prevent  the  sncoesi  tiw 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  veiyeasynM^ 
of  evading  the  law,  viz :  the  bringing  of  i&>- 
ean  slaves  upon  this  ooast,  uid  their  conwqMt 
introduction  by  a  pretended  capture.  In 
case,  one  hundred  and  thirty -nine  A&icxa  pff- 
sons  had  been  captured  by  a  SouUi  Ammctf 
privateer :  one  hundred  of  these  had  been  de- 
creed not  to  be  slaves ;  bnt  thir^--nine  of  tli« 
bad  been  adjudged  to  be  the  honafdc  prop^ 
of  the  Spanish  claimant.    The  deciM  of  tf» 
court,  however,  omitted  to  dengnste  wwai 
persons  belong  to  the  hundred,  u>d  vluoj" 
the  thirty-nine.  By  this  omission,  a  new  ddv 
was  created,  and  eight  jyears,  in  all,  hs^ 
vened  before  the  question  was  finiillj'  eHtW- 
The  hnmani^,  however,  of  the  Southern 
tlemen,  had  not  left  them  all  this  while  i» 
prisoned.   They  had  been  put  ont  on  hedtW 
plantations,  where  many  of  them  h«d  soqimw 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  pswot  iw 
child,  and  had  formed  attachment  to  the  «»; 
try.   In  the  meanwhile,  the  Spuiib  flwaff 
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^peara,  aoA  denumds  that  thej  should  be  seat 
to  Oaba,  where  they  would  be  consigned  to  a 
bondage  tenfold  worse  tlian  any  which  exists 
in  the  United  States.  The  petittooer  in  thb 
case  (with  whom  Mr.  D.  was  personallr  ao- 
qnainted,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
higbeat  respect  and  regard)  had  been  employed 
as  counsel  in  the  case,  and,  in  his  course  of 
official  duties,  had  become  acqounted  with 
these  slaves.  They  came  to  him  as  their  pnly 
ftiend,  and  implored,  with  tears,  that  they 
might  not  be  sent  away.  To  the  honor  of  that 
gentleman,  be  stated,  that  he  had  interfered  in 
their  behalf^  and  had  sacrificed,  or  at  least  pat 
in  Jeopardy,  a  part  of  his  own  private  fortone, 
with  the  benevolent  purpose  of  relieving  them 
from  their  distress.  He  did  this  from  no  selfish 
views.    He  was  not  a  planter.   He  owned  no 

Elantation.  His  only  motive  had  been  pure 
amanity ;  and  Mr.  D.  concluded  with  press- 
ing his  earnest  hope  that  the  House  womd,  in 
some  manner,  interpose,  to  relieve  him  from 
the  unwelcome  necessity  under  which  be  now 
labored,  of  re-exporting  those  whom  be  had 
thus  nobly  saved. 

Mr.  Mbroeb  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
House  mif^t  receive  a  Inief  report  of  the  facts 
In  this  case.    The  Oolonisation  Society,  said 
Ifr.  K.,  have  stated  to  as  that  they  were  un- 
able to  comply  widi  the  proposal  made  to 
tiiem,  on  the  part  of  Hr.  Wilde,  and  this  would 
not  appear  surpriung  when  he  stated  the  fact 
that,  when  that  society,  in  September  last,  had 
advertised  that  a  vessel  would  shortly  sail  for 
Liberia,  they  had  received,  within  the  course 
<ji  thirty  days,  nine  hundred  applications  for 
a  passage,  and  there  were,  at  this  time,  eighteen 
hundred  persons  who  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  remove  to  Africa.   It  was  proper  he  should 
ttate  that  these  applicants  connsted  entirdy  of 
flree  negroes.  Hr.  M.,  however,  sidd  that  this 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  sodety  to  pay  the 
sum  required,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  mter- 
pose  an  insu[>erable  bar  to  the  benevolent  pur- 
pose for  which  they  had  been  offered  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Wilde.   He  hoped  the  report  of 
the  committee  would  state  the  precise  sum 
which  bad  been  advanced  by  that  gentjeman, 
in  his  purchase  of  those  people  from  their 
Spanish  owners. 
Mr.  WiosLiFPE,  professing  some  knowledge 
•  of  this  case,  stud  that  he  did  not  despur  of  the 
vote  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Tjltlob,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
WuoBT,)  when  the  facts  of  the  case  should  not 
be  misconceived.  There  was  <me  idea,  which 
he  considered,  of  itself  sufficient  to  ensure 
their  sopport.    Allowing  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  to  be  correct  in  me  supposition, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  dainumts 
should  be  proved  to  have  been  such  as  gave 
these  Africans  a  ri^ht  to  their  liberty,  what 
remedy  would  be  given  by  this  House,  unless 
the  bond  should  be  cancelled  1   Shall  we  leave 
these  free  persons  here,  in  a  land  of  freedom, 
or  shall  we  oompel  the  petatiater  to  ie-«aport 
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them  to  the  irons  the  West  Indies,  and  send 
them  into  perpetual  bondage  f  Mr.  W.  de- 
clared, that  if  no  could  believe  these  persons 
rightly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  should  be 
prepared  to  say,  not  only  that  they  might  re- 
main, but  that  they  should  not  be  sent  away. 

Mr.  GiLifXB  said  he  had  risen  for  the  par- 
pose  of  stating  some  of  the  facts  which  gentle- 
men had  inquired  for.  He  then  read  from  a 
schedule,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  some 
items,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  total  of 
law  expenses  and  salvage,  paid  by  the  Spaidsh 
daima&t,  had  been  $11,668.  The  probable 
value  of  the  slaves,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
market  price,  was  $11,700,  differing  but  a  few 
dollars  from  the  expense  incorred,  but  Mr. 
Wilde,  the  petitioner  before  the  House,  had 
paid  to  the  Spanish  claimant  $16,000,  to  re- 
linquish bis  claims.  This  be  had  done,  as  was 
most  evident,  from  no  motives  of  interest,  for 
he  bought  the  slaves  at  a  loss,  but  because  their 
case  pressed  deeply  upon  his  own  sense  of  hu- 
manity. He  hoped  that  it  would  be  some  sa^ 
isfaction  to  the  gentleman  from  Yi^oia,  (Mr. 
Mebceb,)  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satifr- 
fied  a  murt  of  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  WriohT}  oi  Ohio,  said,  before  the  qnes- 
Uon  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit,  he, 
perhaps,  owed  it  to  himself^  and  to  the  House, 
after  what  had  been  said,  to  explain  more  fully 
than  he  had  done,  his  views  of  the  case,  as  u 
appeared  to  him.  He  aaiA,  aa  he  understood 
i^  in  the  year  1819,  a  Venezuelian  privateer, 
clandestinely  armed  in  Baltimore,  manned 
mostly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
commanded  by  a  citizeo,  stuled  on  a  oroise 
from  that  port.  Off  the  coast  of  Africa  she 
captured  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from 
which  25  Afiicans  were  taken.  She  also  cap- 
tured several  Portogoese  and  Spanish  vesseU, 
from  all  which  Africans  were  taken,  and,  among 
others,  the  Antelope,  owned  by  p««ons  in  the 
ialand  of  Cuba.  She  proceeded  in  company 
with  her  priae,  the  Ajitelope,  nntil  she  was 
wrecked,  aad  ner  captain,  and  part  of  her 
crew,  were  made  prisoners.  The  armament, 
and  the  residue  of  the  crew,  were  shifted  to 
the  Antelope,  which  was  afterwards  captured 
by  a  revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  hov- 
ering on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  brought  into 
Savannah  for  adjudication,  with  280  Africans. 
The  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Georgia — cMms  were  filed,  by 
the  captain  of  the  cutter,  for  boun^,  or  salvage 
— ^by  the  Oonsols  of  Portugal  and  Spain  f«r, 
and  on  acooant  of  whatsoever  dUaens  either 
country  were  interested — and  by  the  United 
States,  duming  them  as  forfeit  for  a  violatim 
of  the  laws  of  me  Union,  and  thcne,  also^  taken 
from  the  American  vessel,  because  of  her  pirat- 
ical character.  The  Court  in  Georgia  decreed 
those  free  that  were  captured  from  the  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  others  nut  claimed  by  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  consuls,  and  decreed  the 
rest  to  the  proper  owners  of  the  Spanish  and 
Pwtngaese  vessns  <n  th«r  ^ving  bond  to  rs- 
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move  t^em  beyocd  the  limit  of  the  United 
States.  These  Africans  had  been  thrown  into 
the  common  mass,  many  of  them  had  died,  and 
having  no  satisfactorj  method  of  identifying 
tiiose  taken  from  each  Tesael,  they  were  desig- 
nated by  lot  It  BO  appeared  in  tiie  decree, 
and  he  heliered  the  whole  were  bo  designated. 
From  this  decree,  so  lar  as  it  regarded  the  per- 
MHU  ol^med  by  the  Portnguese  and  Spanish 
Oonsrds,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Ooart  of  the  tJoited  States.  On  hearing,  the 
Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decree  of  the  Cir- 
omt  Ooart  of  Georgia,  so  for  as  it  r^arded  the 
claims  by  the  Portugnese  Consnl,  and  affirmed 
the  decree  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  claim  of  the 
Spanish  Consnl.  The  court,  however,  did  not 
affirm  the  decree,  even  to  that  extent,  by  the 
direct  action  of  a  minority  of  its  members  but 
because  they  were  equaUy  divided  in  opinion 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  SntAeim  said,  that  this  bill  provided  fw 
«M  of  Qie  aUematiTea  in  the  report  of  the  Col- 
onization Society^  but  tiiere  was  anotha  alter- 
native  in  t2iat  report  which  he  also  wished  tiie 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  consider.  The 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Tatlob)  had  rused  an  inquiry  of  great 
importance,  and  which  might  prove  of  some 
difficulty ;  at  all  events,  it  could  not  be  decided 
without  a  full  knowledge  of  facts.  The  obser- 
vations, too,  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nla 
(Mr.  Msbobh)  had  r^sed  an  inquiry  which  was 
not  only  hig^hly  important  but  one  which  had 
excited  in  him  utter  astonishment.  It  suggest- 
ed the  possibility  that  the  liberty  of  thirty -nine 
persons  had  in  this  cose  been  dedded  by  lot. 
If  that  bad  been  the  fact,  then  a  solemn  in- 
qniry  devolved  on  this  House,  whether,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  the  liberty  of  any  human 
being  oonld  be  token  away  by  the  casting  of 
lots.  As  all  these  difficulties  would  press  upon 
the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alternative,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  might  possibly  find  it  best 
to  devise  and  report  the  means  of  embracing 
the  other  alternative,  viz :  the  repaying  of  the  : 
sum  advanced  for  these  Africans,  and  permit- 
ting them  to  be  sent,  by  the  society  back  to 
Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  (should 
the  bill  be  recommitted)  would  pay  special  at- 
tention to  that  part  the  recommendation  of 
the  sodety. 

Mr.  GiuoB  said,  that  he  rose  to  present 
aome  additional  information  on  this  subject. 
The  f&cta  of  this  case  were  not  sncb  as  some 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  District  Court  of  Georgia  had  declared, 
in  their  decree,  that  the  identity  of  these  thirty- 
nine  slaves  has  been  sufficiently  ascertained. 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  be  knew  of  no  such  thing  as 
a  lot  having  taken  place  in  the  matter.  He 
then  quoted  the  decision  of  the  Court. 

The  question  on  rec<mimitment  was  abont  to 
be  pat,  when, 

Mr.  mjbmr  moved  to  amend  the  instructloDs 
to  the  committee,  by  adding, 

"And  that  the  said  committee  inquire 
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whether  it  would  comport  with  the  interesb 
of  humanity,  the  principles  of  jnstice,  and  the 
honor  of  the  Government,  to  adopt  efficient 
measures  to  restore  the  Africans  to  the  coun- 
try and  home  Ax)m  which  they  have  been 
emelly  and  illegally  separated." 

Mr.  M.  in  offering  this  amendment,  observed, 
that,  if  he  nnderstood  the  matter  correctiy,  the 
AfHcaos  whose  case  was  involved  m  the  biB, 
had,  been  captured  on  board  a  slave  sh^ ;  thej 
were  subjects  of  the  slave  trade ;  tiiey,  at  hoo^ 
were  as  free,  and,  perhaps,  as  happy,  aa  we  arc^ 
and  had  as  much  nght  to  freedom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  yon  or  I  have.  By  the  mthless  hand  of 
slave  traders,  they  had  been  torn  from  their 
home  and  country,  and  chance  had  thrown 
them  upon  our  shores. 

Mr.  Babtlett  accepted  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  MiNBB  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr,  GiuiEB  said  he  would  ask  on  what  au- 
thority the  gentleman  frcmi  Pennetylvania  Qb. 
itnma^  had  assumed  tlie  &et  Uiat  these  Aii^- 
nine  AfriomiB  had  been  emelly  and  iOegaSy 
taken  fhnn  their  own  conntry.  He  would  asl^ 
further,  on  what  ground  ft  was  assmned  that 
this  Government  has  a  right  over  the  private 
property  of  one  of  its  citizens  f  And  also,  how 
this  House  was  going  to  alter  a  solemn  deeinea 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States? 
That  court  has  decided  that  these  slaves  belong 
to  a  foreign  claimant.  By  what  mode  can 
Government  control,  or  in  any  way  affect  that 
decision  f  He  knew  of  none.  If  the  court  of 
last  resort  has  fixed  the  right  of  property,  the 
Government  has  no  control  or  jarisdicti<Hi  in 
the  case.  These  two  difficulties  were  opea  and 
glaring.  He  could  not  but  think  that  the 
amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Hew  Hampshire,  without  doe  too- 
sideratioQ.  These  persons,  for  anght  that  ap- 
peared, might  have  been  slaves  in  their  own 
land.  There  were  many  slaves  in  Africa,  hdd 
in  bondage  by  the  laws  of  that  country.  The 
property  of  the  Spanish  claimant,  if  any,  was 
transferable,  and  might  be  as  well  held  by  a 
citizen  of  ^e  United  States  as  a  citizen  of 
Spain.  There  was  but  one  condition  attached 
to  the  tenure,  viz :  the  re-ezportation  of  the 
slaves.  Gentiemen  were  greatly  mistaken,  i[ 
they  supposed  that  it  was  not  as  valuable  an 
object  to  the  south,  aa  it  cotdd  be  to  the  ncatii, 
that  African  alaves  diould  not  be  imported  into 
this  country. 

The  people  of  Georgia  bad  a  deep  and  pe- 
culiar interest  tibat  no  such  importation  should 
take  place ;  and  he  could  eaj  with  great  truth, 
that  there  were  no  persons  in  the  world  who 
held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  detestation,  or 
would  do  more  to  resist  it  in  every  possitde 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  they 
alone,  who  were  to  say  whether  they  consent- 
ed that  these  Africans  should  remun  within 
their  territory.  They,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  the 
only  sufferers,  and  if  Geoi|^a  aaya  thc^  nu^^ 
remain,  then  uie  right  of  the  Spanish  clidmant 
(now  porobaaed  by  jCr.  Whdib)  fs  porfbe^y  n- 
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assailable :  and  it  is  equally  so,  if  be  performs 
the  condition  of  this  bond,  and  exports  Uietn 
within  the  specified  period.  Out  of  motives  of 
mere  humanity,  this  gentleman  has  expended 
more  than  $11,000,  but  he  has  not  divested 
himself  of  his  right  to  hold  these  slaves ;  he 
cannot  divest  himself  of  it,  nor  will  he  yield  it  to 
any  arbitrary  power  attempted  to  be  exercised 
on  the  part  of  this  Government  It  Is  true,  he 
offered  these  slaves  to  the  Oolonizaticm  Society, 
BO  that,  if  they  would  pay  the  expense  he  faed 
inoorred,  the  slaves  should  be  placed  at  their 
disposal.  This  was  his  own  free  act,  and  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  feeliags  of  every 
one — but,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  their 
removal  could  not,  in  this  manner,  be  effected, 
and  there  the  matter  ended.  Mr.  Wilde  baa 
never  offered  these  slaves  to  the  United  States, 
on  the  same  terms,  or  on  any  terms ;  and,  if  he 
had,  the  United  States  Grovernment  has  no  an* 
thority  to  expend  $11,000  belon^g  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  for  any  such  object. 

Mr.  Randolph. — now  b^,  sir,  without  in- 
tending the  least  disrespect,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
UiNBR,)  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
gentWnan  from  New  Hampshire,  (Ur.  Bart- 
xxTT,)  affirms  as  a  fact,  what  the  petition,  and 
the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Georgia,  do  posi- 
tively deny.  And  it  is  certainly  unbecoming 
of  this  House  to  say  to  one  of  its  committees, 
as  a  foot,  that  which  all  the  evidence  before 
the  House  proves  not  to  be  a  fact,  that  these 
people  had  been  taken  illegally.  Tlie  resolu- 
tion in  its  present  form  affirms  that  these  slaves 
have  been  '*  inhnmanly  and  illegally  "  taken 
from  Africa.  They  may  have  been  taken  "  in- 
hmnanly,^'  but  of  tiiis  we  have  no  proof— but 
as  to  their  having  been  taken  illegally  we  have 
the  most  po^tive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be- 
cause they  were  claimed  (and  the  clum  was 
estabU^ed  by  t^e  tribonai  in  the  last  resort) 
^  the  Spanish  and  Pwtagnese  owners,  the 
Government  of  both  of  whose  countries  legalize 
the  traffic.  They  could  not,  therefore,  have 
been  taken  contrary  to  law.  They  were  taken 
according  to  the  law^  usages,  and  customs  of 
Africa,  and  of  the  nations  to  which  the  clum- 
ants  belong.  They  were  as  lawfolly  taken,  prob- 
ably, as  any  slaves  who  were  brought  into  bonth 
Carolina  and  Georgia  since  the  aw)ption  at  the 
oonstitntion,  under  that  clause  of  the  constitutloQ 
which  permitted  the  traffic  in  slaves  for  a  lim- 
ited time.  The  taking  and  bringing  of  these 
was  legal,  according  to  the  laws  of  America, 
aDd  by  the  customs  of  Aftioa.  We  are,  there- 
fore, uked  to  affirm  that  the  slaves  mentioned 
in  this  petition  were  taken  illegally,"  when 
ail  the  proof  is  to  the  contrary. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract. That  man  has  a  hard  heart,  or  at  least 
a  narrow  understanding — jea.  and  a  narrow 
heart  too,  who  would  justify  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract But  that  man,  although  be  may  have  a 
heart  as  capacious  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean  itself 
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has  a  narrow  and  confined  intellect,  who  un-  , 
dertakes  to  make  himself  and  his  conntry  the 
judge  and  the  standard  for  other  men  and  other 
countries.  Sir,  this  very  principle  of  inter- 
ference with  the  conduct  of  other  nations  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  revolntionista 
of  France,  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  ob- 
jections taken  to  the  conduot  of  the  high  con- 
tracting partdes  at  Pilnitz.  We  have  no  right 
to  prescribe  laws  for  other  countries.  God  for- 
bid, Hr.  R.  sud,  that  he  should  ever  dofeiul 
slavery,  or  ever  should,  in  any  case,  raise  his 
voice  i^inst  the  cause  of  liberty.  Though, 
said  he,  I  might  remind  the  House  that  slavery 
existed  a  long  time  ago.  The  mother  of  the 
Ishmaelites  was  a  bond-woman;  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  about  whom  we  hear  so  much 
were  slave  owners.  Sir  Thomas  More,  one  of 
the  wisest,  and  one  of  the  most  benevolent  of 
men,  could  not  complete  his  Eatopian  Com- 
monwealth without  the  aid  of  slavery.  That 
it  has  existed,  does  exist :  that  it  is  an  evil,  no 
one  wiU  deny.  But  we  nave  no  righ^  on  that 
account,  to  make  laws  for  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Conrt, 
to  whom  the  case  was  snbmittM,  is  positive 
evidence  that  these  persons  were  not  ulegally 
taken,  and  comeqnently  were  not  illegalfy 
brought  into  the  United  States.  I  am  now 
bottoming  myself  upon  law — upon  sheer  law. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  there  has  a  spirit  gone 
abroad — both  in  England  and  here — it  is  now 
raging  in  England,  perhaps,  as  much  as  eter 
fanaticism  raged  there  in  the  time  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  the  Round  Heads — it  is  raging  here, 
and  I  wish  I  oonid  say  that  it  does  not  exist 
even  -in  Virginia.  It  is  the  spirit  of  neg- 
lecting our  own  afliairs  for  the  pnipose  of 
regulaUng  the  affairs  of  our  neighbors.  Sir, 
this  spirit  takes  the  plodder^yes,  the  plodder 
from  the  field — to  become  a  plodder  in  the 
pnlpit  It  has  taken  the  shoemaker  from  his 
last — and,  what  is  worse  than  all,  it  takes  the 
mother  from  the  fireude  and  from  her  chitdreOf 
into  a  sort  of  religious  dissipation,  in  which 
the  Church  is  made  as  much  a  Theatre  as  the 
Grand  Opera  at  Paris,  or  as  Drury  Lane  or 
Covent  Garden  in  London.  This  spirit  renders 
home  too  dull  a  place,  and  renders  it  (if  I  dare  to 
use  a  French  word  in  this  House,  or  a  Latin 
one,  without  the  certainty  of  being  misrepre- 
sented) the  very  seat  <tf  ennui. 

Sometimes  onr  humanity  is  np  for  the  Greeks 
— it  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I  know^  been  asked 
for  the  Trojans — it  may,  very  possibly,  be  some 
day  up  for  the  Trojans — and  we  are  called  to 
r^oice,  in  a  victory  of  the  three  first  powers  of 
Europe  over  a  handful  of  semi-barbarioos,  in 
the  harbor  of  the  ancient  Pylos.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  was 
a  stigma — a  stmn — upon  the  naval  glory  of  all 
those  nations  concerned  in  it — I  mean  of  those 
who  had  any  glory  to  lose.  With  immense 
odds  in  their  mvor,  they  attacked,  and  killed, 
and  murdered,  hand  to  hand,  as  brave  a  set  of 
men  as  the  sun  ever  shone  upon.  And  what 
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are  we  to  assist  the  Greeks  for  ?  To  baild  up 
ft  nest  of  piratee  in  the  jEgean  f  They^  were  so 
of  old — jeS,  sir,  of  old — ^long  before  the  time  of 
ijax  and  Agamemnon — pirate  they  are — ^pi- 
rates they  ever  hare  been — and  pirates  they 
ever  will  be.  "Wbj,  tHr,  oar  force  will  not  be 
able,  even  in  that  small,  placid— that  halcyon 
•ea,  I  might  call  it — to  protect  oar  own  com- 
merce from  their  row-hoata  and  their  corsairs. 

In  saTiDg  this,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  knew  that  he 
vas  mnning  against  the  prejudices  of  the  ooan- 
try,  and  that  philanthropy  which  was  so  maoh 
in  TOgae.  But,  said  be,  what  was  I  sent  here 
for  bat  to  oppose  those  prejadices  whenever  It 
ie  practicable  1 

[Here  the  Chair  interposed,  and  reminded 
Hr.  B.  that  the  discoseion  onght  to  be  confined 
to  the  amendment  of  Hr.  Babtlbtt,  which  was 
to  strike  ont  the  last  words  of  Ur.  ICnns's 
amendment  to  his  lesoIntitHi.] 

ICr.  B.  resnmed.  If  I  am  cot  of  wder,  X 
lalnnit  to  the  deoirion  of  the  Ohdr— what  I 
said  was  only  intended  as  UluBtration,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  part  of  the  amendment,  which  goes 
to  assume  tnat  the  slaves  were  illegally  taken, 
when  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of 
the  coart  in  the  last  resort  to  the  contranr. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  will  put  a  case,  which  wul 
farther  illustrate  this  controversy.  Suppose 
that  the  British  Government,  instead  of  being 
anxious,  as  they  are,  to  vomit  forth  the  Laza- 
roni  of  Ireland — that  wretched  population  who 
are  reduced  to  the  mi^mum  and  the  petBtmum 
too,  <tf  hnman  existence— to  the  potato,  the 
whole  potato  and  nothing  bat  the  potato — ^was 
dedrons  (rif  detaining  them  in  Ireland — ^would 
it  he  "  inhoman  "  In  the  captain  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel — it  certainly  would  be  "  illc^^"  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  En^and — ^bat  would  it 
be  "inhuman"  to  bring  a  number  of  that 
wretched  peasantry,  ground  down  to  the  last 
turn  of  the  screw  of  despotism,  so  that  one 
turn  more  must  rescue  them  entirely  from  it — 
the  hnman  family  conld  not  multiply  under  a 
feather  more  of  weight — ^to  bring  a  number  of 
these  miserable  beings  to  this  country  I  Sir, 
I  will  not  say  how  much  humanity  and  religion 
I  have — I  will  say,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great 
man,  on  another  ooeadonf  "nQnetDq>ea!k(rf';" 
bat  it  would  be  hamanny  to  bring  them  all 
here.  Yet,  as  regards  the  interest  of  my  coun- 
try— of  the  State  of  Vir^nia— I  would  hang 
any  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it.  Yes 
rir  I  woold  make  it  deutb for  it  would  be 
loflioting  a  serious  evil. 

Sir,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to 
touch  not  only  the  legal  right  now  under  con- 
sideration, but  the  le^  ri^t  to  every  slave  in 
the  country  previously  imported :  for,  if  these 
thirty-nine  sieves  were  inhumanly  and  illegally 
taken,  then,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the 
gentlenun,  all  the  rest  which  were  brought 
mto  this  country  from  AfKoa,  whilst  the  con- 
stitution admitted  th^  introdacticmf  were  in- 
hnmanly  and  illegally  taken. 

I  will  not  trespass  farther  on  the  patience 
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and  indulgence  of  the  House,  but,  as  a  sontb- 
em  man,  I  will  not  suffer  this  matter  to  go  any 
further,  without  making  a  solemn  protest 
against  any  such  preference  as  this,  on  the  part 
of  any  branch  m  this  Govenunent,  going  to 
touch  this  question,  or  affect  that  right  in  maj 
manner  whatsoever.  I  protest  tuunst  it  m 
one  of  the  humblest  and  lowest  of  the  Yirrinia 
Detegatioa — and,  nr,  I  never  will  rit  ^ent  here 
as  long  as  any  thing  is  hroni^t  befim  th« 
Hoose,  which  touches  it  in  the  aUghtest  or  the 
remotest  degree. 

Mr.  Minsk  begged  gentlemen  to  remember  that 
he  had  no  hand  m  bringing  this  subject  before 
the  House.  The  case  of  these  persons  was 
brought  here  by  others.  In  ^>eaking  o(  the 
slave  trade  as  illegal,  I  did  not  intend  to  speak 
in  the  precise  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  em- 
barrass the  qaestion  with  legal  technicalities 
The  honorable  genfleman  mtut  pard<m  me,  baft, 
because  Spain  and  PiHtagil  maj  legalize  thit 
tra£Bo,  I  cannot  regard  it  as  legal,  nor  oMueiit 
to  speak  of  it  as  legal.  This  point  is  not  to  he 
settled  for  us  by  Spain  or  PortngaL  We  should 
regard  and  speak  of  it  as  statesmen,  and  the 
question  of  its  l^;ality  should  he  determined 
by  the  higher  laws  of  God  and  bumani^. 
loose  are  the  laws  to  which  I  referred. 

Mr.  MtKKB  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  qaestion  being  put  on  Mr.  Babt- 
lktt's  original  resolution,  viz.,  to  have  the  biH 
recommitted^  with  instructions  to  report  to  the 
House  the  lacts  of  the  case,  it  was  aAoptoi 
without  a  divi^on. 

Case  iffMarignjf  jyAuterioe. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  oooopied  in 
the  consideration  of  the  biU  for  the  relief  of 
Marigny  D'Auterive. 

Mr.  Dkatton,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Olask,)  who  last  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, in  the  wish  he  expressed,  that  the  necessity 
should  never  occur  of  discusnng  the  question 
now  before  the  committee.  Bat  the  necessity 
has  occurred,  said  2fr.  D.,  and  the  gentlanaa 
from  New  York  has  contributed  at  least  as 
mach  towards  it  as  any  one  who  has  engaged 
in  the  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Viripiiia 
QSx,  BunwLPH)  requested  that  no  manber 
from  certain  parts  of  the  Union  would  eond^ 
soend  to  discuss  the  main  qaestion  whldi  htA. 
been  rused.  With  the  most  onMgned  per- 
sonal res^t  fbr  that  gentleman,  I  shall  rather 
imitate  his  precept  than  his  example :  for  after 
the  course  which  he  had  recommended,  in  a 
manner  the  most  solemn  and  impressive,  he 
afterwards  entered  into  an  argument  which, 
perhaps,  exhausted  the  subject.  I  undertake 
to  say  that,  if  it  should  ever  here  be  seriously 
discussed,  whether  the  master  has  a  right  « 
property  in  his  slave,  that  no  members  would 
rem^  in  this  Hall,  who  represent  the  pe(^ 
of  the  States  in  which  davea  are  poMssHd. 
Bights  which  are  seoored  by  the  constitirtHn 
must  endure  as  long  as  that  oautitntica  exista. 
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Is  it  not  an  arUole  of  the  ooostitation  that  pri- 
vate pnqtert^  shall  not  be  taken  for  pnblio  qb«, 
vrithoat  oompenaation  !  Is  it  not  another,  that 
Gie  citizens  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immmiities  of  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States?    Are  these  articles  respected,  if 
his  property  is  ravished  from  the  southern 
owner,  and  applied  to  the  publio  use,  witiiont 
remoneration  I   Is  he  alone  to  be  deprived  of 
tiiat  which  is  ei^oyed  by  every  other  citizen  f 
Are  these  infractions  of  legal,  and  morel,  and 
oonatttational  rights  to  be  even  justified  by  re- 
sorting to  abstract  subtleties  and  sophistical 
refinements  t    Let  me  entreat'  the  committee 
to  look  at  the  real  question  which  is  before  it. 
It  is  simply  whether  an  individual,  whose  prop- 
erty has  been  impressed  into  the  publio  serviocL 
if  to  be  pdd  for  the  damages  he  has  bu stained 
b^that  act  Would  the  comndttee^  apprehend- 
ing clearly  tiiis  question,  ponder  for  a  moment 
as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  ?   If  it  pauses, 
npon  the  gronnd  that  slaves  are  not  property 
—-if  it  pauses  to  investigate  and  decide  what 
Oongress  has  no  power  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon — the  pause  would  resemble  that  which 
precedes  tiie  whirlwind  and  the  tempest:  it 
would  be  followed  by  the  rooking  of  the  fabric 
of  our  constitution  to  its  base,  and  its  prostra- 
tion in  the  dost.   Sir,  when  I  listened  to  the 
sentiments  which  were  expressed  by  some  who 
have  addressed  the  committee,  particularly  by 
Hm  gentleman  from  New  YOTk,  ^r.  Clark  ;) 
vhen  I  heard  them  utter  opinions  pregnant 
with  such  baleAil  consequences,  I  shuddered. 
When  I  beard  doctrines  advanced,  the  recogni- 
tion of  which  would  dissolve  the  bonds  of  our  . 
confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my  country.  It 
has  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  the  compromise  in  the  con- 
stitution, by  which  slaves  were  represented, 
are  entitled,  in  every  military  emei^ncy,  to 
take  these  slaves  into  the  public  service,  with-  ■ 
out  the  consent  or  remuneration  of  their  own- 
ers. Do  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  hold  their 
property  at  the  will  of  the  United  StatesI  Are 
their  slaves  at  the  mercy  of  the  Government? 
Ou  titudr  proprietora  when  it  shaU  please  this 
Qoveminent,  be  reduced  to  daititntion  and 
beggary  ?   when  such  principles  are  promul- 
gated, will  our  citizens  calculate  upon  the  value 
d  the  Union  ?  If  I  know  my  countrymen,  they 
would  sooner  perish ;  but  tbey  would  perish 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
those  who  would  attempt  to  rivet  npon  them 
■0  degrading  a  vassalage.   Did  they  submit  to 
such  degradation,  they  would  deserve  it :  they 
would  M  fitter  for  slavery  than  freedom.  And 
yet,  sir,  whilst  professing  doctrines  leading  to 
the  direst  issues,  to  the  subverMon  of  the  con- 
federacy, to  bloodshed,  end  civil  war,  the  gentle- 
man (Hr.  Olabk)  talked,  in  impassioned  terms, 
of  justice,  and  bienevt^ce,  and  religion.  Ba- 
erednu(jc»ty  of  justice  I  are  these  thy  dictates? 
Fore  fountain  of  benevolence  I  do  these  pre- 
oe^  flow  from  thy  source  t   la  this,  O  God 
of Mercyl  is  tills  ue  reU^pon  thou  ei^oinest? 


Though  somewhat  drawn  from  tiie  even  tenor* 
of  the  discusmon.  by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 
ings which  oould  not  be  suppresq^  I  will, 
nevertheless,  now  endeavor  to  argoB  the  ques- 
tion litefbre  us  calmly,  or  rather  tiiose  parts  of 
it  which  admit  of  argument.  As  several  gen- 
tlemen have  spoken,  to  whom  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  committee  I 
will  compress  the  snbstuice  of  what  tbey  have 
add  in  a  few  propositions,  and  trust  that  I  shall 
demonstrate  that  they  rest  npon  fbundations 
which  are  utterly  untenable. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  as  connected  with 
its  existence  in  the  Southern  States,  I  hoped 
never  to  have  uttered  a  syllable  in  this  Honse ; 
but,  as  it  has  been  forc^  upon  me,  and  as,  in 
its  discus^on,  much  fiseling  is  neoessarily  min- 
gled, in  order  that  sentiments  may  not  be  as- 
cribed to  me  which  I  do  mA  enteitain,  I  will 
make  some  few  remarks  vpoa  the  snlgect. 
What  I  have  hitherto  said,  has  been  founded 
upon  right,  upon  strict  and  inalienable  right — 
a  right  which  belongs  to  my  constituents  and 
to  myself,  which  it  is  both  my  duty  and  my  in- 
clination to  defend  and  preserve  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  the  alMtract,  I  con- 
demn and  abhor.  I  know  no  terms  too  strong 
to  express  my  reprobation  of  those  who  would 
introduce  it  into  a  nation.  I  know  no  language 
of  crimination  too  onqualified  to  be  applied  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade.  An  African  slave  ship  is  a  qwctaole 
from  which  all  men  would  reooQ  with  horror, 
unless  the  vilest  lust  of  lucre  had  steeled  their 
hearts  agiunst  every  feeling  of  humanity.  Bnt 
when  we  live  in  States  in  which  slavery  existed 
before  we  did,  where  it  has  grown  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength,  it 
has  become  so  inseparable  from,  and  inters 
woven  with,  our  condition,  as  to  be  irremedia- 
ble— or,  if  remediable,  can  only  be  so  by  tiie 
slow  process  of  time.  Our  consolation  is  that 
we  did  not  originate  it;  when  a  colony,  we 
struggled  against  it ;  we  fonnd  it  at  our  births ; 
it  was  a  part  of  our  inheritance— from  which 
we  can  no  more  deliver  ourselves,  than  we  can 
fcam.  the  miasma  of  our  awampa,  or  the  raya 
of  our  bumioff  sun.  However  amelior^ed  by 
compassion— however  corrected  by  religion — 
still  slavery  is  a  bitter  draught,  and  the  ohalioe 
which  contains  the  nauseous  potion  is,  perhaps, 
more  frequently  pressed  by  the  lips  of  the  mas- 
ter than  of  the  slave.  All  we  can  do,  is,  for 
our  safety,  to  retain  the  slaves  in  a  due  state  of 
subordination,  and,  for  their  sakes,  and  for  the 
sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with  all  the 
consideration  and  mildness  which  their  condi- 
tion permits  But,  whatever  we  do,  must  be 
the  work  of  ourselves.  To  understand  how 
alavev  ought  to  be  treated,  we  most  be  among 
them— -must  be  acquaintM.  with  thdr  mhidi^ 
temperaments,  and  habits.  One  not  living 
among  them,  would  be  as  unfit  to  establisn 
rules  for  their  government,  as  could  be  an  ig- 
norant empiric  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  a  dis- 
ease which  he  knew  only  by  name.  We  not 
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vbIj  are  alo&e  cabbie  of  devisiog  the  best 
practicable  mode  to  be  observed  towardB  oar 
slaves,  bat«re  will  saffer  lume  others  to  med- 
dle with  them.  Slavery  is  a  mnnldpal  instita- 
tioD,  as  unconnected  with  mj  control  of  the 
United  States,  as  ottr  corporations,  oar  colleges, 
or  oar  public  charities.  We  would  aa  booq  per- 
mit others  to  invade  the  sanctaary  of  our  dwell- 
ings as  to  touch  it.  We  would  as  soon  permit 
Omigress  to  dictate  to  us  iu  our  domestic  con- 
oems, — in  our  social  intercourse — ^to  prescribe 
to  us  a  system  of  religion,  or  a  code  of  morals. 
We  should  receive  anj  extrinsic  interposition  as 
an  injury,  and  resent  it  as  an  insult,  Huch  as 
we  value  this  Union,  we  would  rather  see  it 
dissolved  than  yield  to  sach  a  violation  of  our 
ri^ta.  Mnch  as  we  love  oar  country,  we 
would  rather  see  our  cities  in  flames,  our 
l^idns  drenched  in  blood — rather  endure  all  the 
oalamitieB  of  civil  war,  tlian  parley  for  an  instant 
upon  the  r^t  of  any  power  than  our  own  to 
int^ere  with  the  regulation  of  our  slaves. 
{^Here  the  debate  doeed  tar  to*day.] 


Fbidat,  January  11 . 
Ccue  of  Mariffny  D^Auteriw. 

The  HoQse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigoy 
D'Auterive,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Livinostoit. 

Hr.  Bmnmt,  of  New  York,  sidd :  It  la  im- 
posrible  for  any  fndividna],  conUng  from  my 
part  of  the  country,  to  bear  diipasdonately  and 
coolly,  the  language  which  has  been  used  by 
the  gentlemra  of  the  South.  We  have,  fdl  of 
OB,  certain  habit*  of  thoaght,  certain  feelings 
and  associations,  inseparable  from  our  nature, 
which  education  renders  indelible,  and  which 
shoold  be  mutually  respected.  We  ought  to 
remember  that,  so  fallible  is  human  reason,  and 
so  much  under  the  dominion  of  the  circumstances 
which  surround  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own 
character,  that  the  same  exact  quantum  of  rea- 
Bon,  as  it  exists  north  or  sooth  of  the  Potomac, 
ekeroised  upon  certain  subjects,  may  perform 
weinaely  converse  operations ;  and  it  therefore 
becomes  us,  when  aiscussing  any  topic  which 
thus  alters  the  character  of  our  rational  nature, 
to  practise  a  lesson  of  mutual  toleration,  of  ma- 
tau  forbearance.  When  our  SouUiem  brethren, 
therefore,  giving  utterance  to  the  nnbiassed 
dictates  of  their  own  judgment,  on  this  irritat- 
ing question,  forbid  us  to  touch  or  approach  it ; 
when,  in  their  language  of  strong  and  indignant 
feeling,  they  warn  us  ag^st  the  hazard  of  in- 
curring the  last  and  worst  of  political  evils — 
they  forget  this  peculiarity  of  oar  relative  posi- 
tion. They  do  more,  Mr.  Chairman ;  for,  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusioQ  that  this  House  has  no 
power  to  decide  whether  a  slave  be  property 
b^  virtne  of  their  own  natural  reason,  and  in- 
hibiting us  from  even  an  approach  to  that  qnes- 
titm,  l£ey  eltim  &»  uncontrolled  exercise  of 
reasim,  and  the  expression  of  oinnitffi,  which 
reftue'to  as. 


There  are  two  great  divisions  of  properlj, 
in  rei^ect  to  their  natures,  that  are  sefMrated 
from  each  other  by  a  line  aa  clear,  and  maiked, 
as  lig^t  and  darkness.  Th^  are — that  ]noB- 
erty  which  has  no  rational  will  and  that  wliidi  | 
has.   Both  have  been  the  subjeots  of  owiw- 
ship  from  the  eaiiiest  ages,  and  Oie  right  of  ex- 
clusive ownership  over  both,  is  of  an  oiigin  co- 
eval with  the  history  of  the  world.    The  na- 
ture, however,  of  this  exclusive  right,  is  SiSer- 
ent,  vastly  different,  in  each ;  and  the  dlSn-- 
ence  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  snbject. 
No  man  who  has  the  slightest  glimmering  ot 
reason  can  confound  them.  No  legid&tive  body 
ever  has  confoonded  them.    The  confoson, 
whenever  it  arises,  has  its  root  in  passioD,  pn- 
judioe,  or  ignorance.   Our  natural  feding  in 
Uiis,  as  in  many  oUier  matters,  nrnrmatrhcin  •& 
the  sophistries     reason.  For  what  man  can 
view  the  death  of  his  ox  and  his  slave,  witb 
equal  indifference  t   If  such  a  man  there  ha 
that  man  is  not  to  be  found  north  or  south  of 
the  Potomac.  We  exercise  over  the  one  sulgect 
(however  uncontrollable  our  political  right  and  I 
power  may  be)  an  accountable,  a  responsible,  I 
a  moral  a^ncy ;  if  not  responsible  here,  at 
least  hereafter.   Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  intended  to  blatd 
these  two  subjects  together  in  this  their  pro- 
vision ?   Let  me  ask,  if  both  bad  beoi  in- 
tended, would  not  each  have  been  as  distinctly 
pointed  oat  by  words,  aa  they  are  differut 
m  their  natures?  Let  me  ask  again,  what  is 
this  right  of  property  which-  the  master  has 
over  his  slave?    What  but  a  right  to  his  j 
services,  the  right  to  his  bodily  and  intelleetoal  i 
labor,  either  for  life  or  for  years,  aocompanied 
by  the  duties  of  protection  and  snstenanoef 
If  for  either  life  or  years,  what  differoioe  can 
the  ^ntieman  from  Louisiana,  the  first  civilian 
of  his  country,  among  the  first  jurists  of  any, 
point  OQt  between  the  servitude  of  the  slave, 
and  that  of  a  minor  by  the  civil  law,  or  m 
apprentice  by  our  common  law  system  f  For 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  legal  dntaes 
of  protection  are  the  same  in  each,  and  the 
legal  right  to  the  services  is  the  same.  I 
know  well,  that  there  is  an  important  dif- 
ference in  their  reflective  conditiiMis ;  bat  this 
is  not  within  the  scope  ot  the  present  dis- 
cussion. 

I,  for  one  at  least,  am  free  to  acknowledge^ 
what  I  religiously  believe,  that,  guaranteed  as  I 
the  claimants  and  possessors  of  these  rj^ts 
are,  by  prescriptive  nght  and  by  oonstitutitmal 
compact,  they  can  expect  notiiing — they  can 
hope  nothing — they  most  lose  every  things 
if  we  attempt,  by  direction  or  indireotioB,  to 
make  or  meddle  with  this  subject  of  their 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  This  is  a  topic  npoa 
which  we  of  the  one  dde,  may  q)eca)^ 
coolly ;  because  one  cnnmon  ccmseqaaee  at 
evil  to  North  and  South  is  remote ;  tne  other, 
peculiar  to  the  South,  is  preeent,  presnn^  aal 
fearftil.  It  is  an  evil  of  which  the  constittitkMt 
has  made  them  the  only  judges  as  bj  itanatnn 
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they  oaght  to  be — the  only  persons  empowered 
and  competent  to  alter,  to  soiten,  or  to  eradicate. 
They  well  know  that  any  experimental  tamper- 
ing on  om*  part,  mnst  be  maae  at  their  sole  risk, 
cost,  and  soffering.  Is  it  strange,  then,  that, 
witli  the  pledged  fkith  of  the  nation,  and  tJie 
prescriptive  right  of  ages  for  the  gnaranteee  of 
tiieir  tide,  fliey  shonld  be  Jealous  of  onr  mter- 
ferenoe  f  This,  however,  u  s  partial  oonsld»a> 
tion.  There  is  the  other  common  danger  to  os 
both,  arising  out  of  it,  and  its  neoessary  con- 
seqaenoe,  to  which  I  liave  distinctly  idinded. 
The  dissolation  of  this  Union  is  an  event  which 
no  American  citizen  can  contemplate  without 
the  moat  intense  feelings  for  the  national 
interest  and  national  glory.  I  need  only  allude 
to  it-  Other  causes  may  hereafter  endanger 
or  destroy  ' this  family  of  free  republics,  bat 
this  is  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fear- 
fid.  Ur.  a.  then  insisted  warmly,  and  at 
\m^,  npon  the  iqjnrioos  effect  prodnoed  on 
pnblio  aentiment,  and  the  patriotic  aynqtathies 
of  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-ju^^ed  and 
Ul-timed  appeals  to  OOTtain  fedings,  and  those 
menaces  of  direfol  oonseqaenoes;  in  their 
proper  time  and  place  susceptible  of  prodacing 
powerful  impressions  and  probably  salntary 
effects ;  but  if  used  on  any  other  occasion,  only 
wearing  out  and  ft'ittering  their  own  power 
and  weight.  He  then  proceeded.  I^et  me, 
then,  entreat  the  gentiemen  from  the  South  to 
forbear  pressing  the  discussion  of  this  question 
upon  every  idle  occasion.  Let  not  the  brain- 
nck  theories  of  speculative  men,  in  this  House, 
or  ont  of  it,  provoke  thera  to  it.  Let  them  not 
■tart  np,  on  every  inoonaderate  resolution 
which  may  appear  to  iavcdve  it,  to  protest 
against  its  b«ng  oonrtdued.  tuooght  of^ 
wproaohed,  or  touched.  Let  them  rest  upon 
their  titie  to  the  snljject  as  property.  It  la 
founded  npon  the  same  prescriptive  right,  npon 
the  same  pledge  of  national  faith,  with  onr 
own.  Do  the  gentiemen  if  the  South  suppose 
that  we  can  sanction  an  attack  upon  their 
rights,  which  must,  in  its  principle,  endanger 
onr  own?  If  we  respect  not  uie  rights  of 
property,  as  secure  to  them,  do  we  not  know 
that  the  time  will  come  when  others  will  oease 
to  regard  or  respect  our  parchments  and  muni- 
ment f  But  they  have  a  stronger  hold  upon 
us  than  even  this.  We  cannot  foi^t  the  blood 
that  was  prodigally  shed  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  South  lu  secarmg  that  independence  which 
the  united  wisdom  of  all  has  established  upon 
its  present  basis.  We  remember  who  it  was 
from  the  Sooth  that  led  us  to  conquest  and  to 
glory.  Let  them  trust  something  to  oar  gen- 
eroaa  feelings — something  to  the  tie  that  bmda 
UB  together.  Let  them  wait  until  the  evil  is 
real,  and  not  distant,  contingent,  imaginary. 
When  some  bold  bad  man,  for  mean  and  a^sh 
purposes,  shall  attempt  to  make  this  contest 
the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  whethw  upon 
onaound  notions  of  political  expediency,  or  the 
pretences  of  impracticable  benevolenoe,  they 
will  then  find  that  tha  North  will  be  true  (I 
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speak  the  langnage  of  exprience)  to  them,  true 
to  itself^  true  to  the  Union.  The  gallant  ^irita 
from  South  Oaroltna  may  then  povr  forth,  in 
the  strong  language  of  passionate  eloquence, 
those  truths,  the  force  of  which  the  coolest 
men  will  aoknowledge,  and  the  dullest  will  feel. 
Let  the  gentlraaan  from  Tirg^nla  then  raise  his 
clear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voice,  let  him  pot 
forth  his  great  ener^es  npon  a  subject  worthy 
of  them— he  will  find  a  respondent  fading  in 
the  North.  He  will  then  discover,  when  th« 
danger  is  real,  that  the  sympathy  u  common. 
Men  of  all  classes  and  all  descriptions  will 
answer  to  his  call.  The  danger  of  this  Union 
will  then  become  a  natural  object  of  religions 
dread  and  reverence  to  both  North  and  South. 
Embracing,  as  it  does,  recollections  and  events, 
which  have  both  instructed,  astonished,  and 
a}>palled  the  European  world,  we  will  stamp 
with  infamy  the  man,  or  combination  of  men, 
who  attempts  to  hazard  it  by  an  attack  npon 
tbia,  one  of  its  vital  principles. 

The  amendment  ofibred  1^  the  genttenua 
from  liouislana  goes  to  indemnify  t£e  master 
of  a  slave  impreraed  into  the  public  service,  by 
the  <H^er  of  tiraeral  Jaclraon,  and  wounded  by 
the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  public  service,  for 
t^e  deterioration  in  his  vame  caused  by  tiie 
wound  thus  received. 

This  amendment  is  resisted  by  the  gentiemen 
who  have  ai^ed  in  opposition  to  its  adoption, 
upon  various  groupds.  It  is  resisted  by  the 
gentieman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Wbittlbsbt,)  upon 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  as  illustrated 
by  various  precedents  recogniang  the  principle 
that  slaves  are  not  put  rathe  footing  of  prop- 
erty, and  paid  for  when  lost  to  the  owner,  m  the 
public  service.  By  the  gentieman  from  New 
York,  a  member  the  Committee  of  Oldms, 
on  the  ^und  that  it  is  the  right  of  the  Ctov- 
emment,  when  threatened  with  destruction,  to 
use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national  defenocL 
and  that,  too,  without  bung  liable  to  be  called 
on  for  indemnification.  By  another  gentieman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Storbs)  npon  the  ground, 
that  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  a 
right  to  his  services  under  all  circnmstances 
whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  unqualified 
control  and  custody  of  his  person ;  so  that  it 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  for  purposes  of 
service,  nor  his  actions  rwdated  by  any  power 
but  his  own,  save  when  the  State  l^s  its  hand 
upon  him  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  and  the 
preservation  of  public  peace.  By  all  these 
gentiemen  upon  the  analogy  between  master  and 
servant,  and  master  and  apprentice.  The  claim 
is  farther  resisted  upon  the  ground  of  political 
inexpediency. 

The  gentieman  from  Ohio  has,  for  a  long  tim^ 
been  a  distinguished  and  laborious  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims.  Ue  knows  full  well 
the  great  weight  which  the  decisions  of  pre- 
ceding committees,  and  the  opinions  of  en- 
lightened statesmen,  have  on  the  Jndgrorat  of 
thote  called  to  act  upon  analMOua  questiona. 
He  has,  tberefive^  with  great  indostfj,  cnllad  ■ 
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from  ib»  Jonnub  of  thte  Hotue,  reports  of 
varions  comiaitteea  on  qoestiQiis  of  the  like 
dianwter  with  the  one  under  dlscossion — estab- 
lishing, as  he  argues,  the  correctness  of  the 
pontion  whidi  he  has  assumed  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment;  and  from  which  he  arguee 
that  the  practice  of  the  Government  has  been 
to  withhold  indemnitj  for  slaves  injnred  when 
called  into  the  pnblio  service,  as  D'Anterive's 
slave  was.  With  great  deference  to  the  judg- 
ment of  that  gentleman,  the  reports  referred  to 
recognise  no  snch  principle.  The  principle 
recognized  in  these  cases  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, is,  that,  when  a  slave  is  volontarilj 
oariied  into  the  military  service  of  the  country, 
by  his  master,  being  an  officer,  and  snbstitnted 
by  the  assent  of  the  officer  oommanding,  for  the 
tearvmt  which  the  GtoTermnent  was  boand  to 
provide  the  master  with,  that  then  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  bound  to  indemnify  the  master  for 
injury  snst^ned  by  the  servant  while  thus  em- 
ployed. The  cases  referred  to,  are  cases  of 
substitution  by  agreement.  The  first  case  is 
the  report  of  Montgomery,  who  was  a  lien- 
tenant,  who  carried  with  him  his  servant  as  a 
waiter,  who  was  killed.  The  committee  in  that 
report,  say,  if  the  Govermnent  shonld  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  the  negro,  they  would  stfuid 
as  the  warranter  of  the  value,  instead  of  mak- 
ing a  reasonable  allowanoe  for  him  as  a 
w^ter— placing  tiie  resiatanoe  to  his  applica- 
tion for  relief  upon  the  B|^t  of  the  implied 
un-eement,  which  was  not  one  of  warranty  bnt 
oi  compensation. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  recog- 
nized in  this  first  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment tor  relief  for  slaves  ii^ored  in  the  public 
service,  the  claims  of  Lawrence,  Evans,  and 
Shaw,  were  rejected,  inasmuch  as  all  of  those 
claims  were  for  iudenmity  for  the  loss  of  their 
daves,  who  were  substituted  in  the  place  of  the 
waiters  which  the  Government,  by  its  army 
regulations,  had  itself  promised  to  these  officers, 
to  be  taken  from  the  ranks.  The  application 
now  made  for  oompensatioa  otnnes  not  within 
the  role  of  suhstitnti<Hi,  for  it  is  a  case  of  im- 
preaiment,  where  Uie  Government,  bound  with 
die  obligation  of  the  general  defence,  omitted 
to  provide  the  means  essential  to  protect  the 
country  against  tike  iavanon  of  the  enemy,  im- 
presses or  takes,  without  the  consent  of  the 
citizen,  his  slave,  and  emidoys  him  for  tiie  gen- 
eral welfAre. 

The  next  report  referred  to  by  the  chfdrman, 
ts  the  case  of  Pnrkill,  who  was  impressed  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and,  when  the 
men  were  called  to  man  the  lines  on  the  8th  of 
January,  was  sent  to  throw  up  entrenchments, 
In  the  doiog  of  whieh  he  contracted  a  con- 
sumption, which  he  died.  The  committee 
that  reported  on  tliis  ease,  were  of  opinion 
that,  as  it  was  a  case  of  consequential  iiynry, 
the  Government  was  not  bound  to  indemnify 
tiie  owuer;  and  when  the  committee  report 
adverse  to  this  claim,  because  the  injury  was 
oonaeqnenUal,  it  does  appear  to  me,  Ux.  Ohair- 
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man,  that,  if  the  injury  bad  been  direct  nd 
immediate,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  reoaTed 
in  battle,  uiey  would  have  reported  in  favor  of 
Purkiirs  claim.   Indeed,  it  does  ap]pear,  fron 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  committee,  that 
they  admit  the  liability  ^  the  Government  for 
indemnity  for  immediate  and  direct  iiyiiiy,  bat 
not  for  remote  or  consequential  ii^nry.    It,  in 
their  opinion,  the  Government  was  exesnpt 
from  the  oblation  of  indemnity  for  injories 
done  to  slaves  while  impressed  in  the  pohfie 
service,  I  can  see  do  reason  for  the  distanctka 
assumed  by  the  committee  between  direct  sod 
consequential  iigury,  upon  which  this  report 
reposes.  Thus,  sir,  it  does  i^pear  that  this  ii 
the  first  ease  m  which  this  House  has  best 
called  on  to  decide  if  there  be  any  daim  on 
jnstioe  of  this  nation  to  indemmfy  a  master  far 
an  immediate  aod  direct  injury,  resnltiti^  from 
a  wound  received  from  the  enemy  by  his  slave, 
while  impressed  into  the  public  service.  The 
whole  power  of  precedent  is  thus  removed. 
There  is  no  practi<w  of  this  House ;  no  prinei* 
pie  recognized  by  the  treaty-making  power; 
no  act  or  the  General  Government,  which  re- 
jects this  claim. 

Let  us  then  see  bow  it  stands  on  prinoi^ 
The  ^ntieman  from  New  York  says,  that  the 
constitution,  for  certain  purposes,  regftfds  slaves 
as  persons,  and  for  a  very  important  pnrpoee. 
It  gives  to  th^  masters,  m  their  right,  a  por- 
tion  of  onr  naticmal  representaticm,  and  Um 
equivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  thb 
floor,  ia  the  right  of  this  nation  to  call  those 
slaves  to  the  general  defence,  in  times  of  great 
national  emergency,  and  that,  too,  without  in- 
curring any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
GU)veniment,  to  indemni^  their  masters,  for 
their  loss  in  battle.   It  is  a  solgeot  of  congrat- 
ulation, sir,  that  no  other  gentleman,  in  d^ate^ 
has  relied  upon  this  constitutional  doctrine,  in 
resistance  to  the  proposed  amendment.  When- 
ever this  House  shall  recognize  in  the  Natitxial 
Government,  the  right  daimed  for  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  it  will  carry  alann 
and  dismay  through  the  southern  sectioDa  of 
this  RepobUe.    If  this  niUi<m  is  vested  with 
this  implied  power  of  taking  this  spedea  «f 
private  property,  upon  any  great  political  exi* 
gency,  for  the  common  defence,  without  nak- 
Ing  just  compensation  to  the  owner,  the  citizen 
has  no  constitutional  security  for  the  aoqnia- 
tions  of  his  labor;  and,  if  this  distinction  is 
realized  by  this  House,  between  slaves  and 
other  kinds  of  proper^,  it  will  engender  in  tiie 
minds  of  onr  people,  jealousies^juad  distrost 
They  will  be  led  to  believe,  that  uat  species  of 
private  property  which  is  most  common  in  the 
South,  will  be  placed  within  the  gnu^  of  the 
national  arm,  without  just  compoDsation  to  the 
owners ;  while  the  property  and  the  wealth  of 
the  non-alaveholding  States  is  shielded  aguut 
its  power  by  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
constitution  in  protection  of  private  prtmer^. 
A  reotwnltion  of  snch  a  distinction  will  b» 
highly  mvidionsi  and  cause  much  Just  dissati^- 
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faotioD.  Bat  this  branch  of  the  prerogative 
claimed  for  the  Federal  Govemroent  by  the 
sentlemaa  from  Kev  York,  alarmiag  as  it  may 
be.  is  nothing,  when  contrasted  with  the  ter- 
rino  power,  which  he  also  says  was  yielded  up 
by  the  SoQtheni  States,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
ooiutitotion,  as  the  equivalent  for  an  increased 
representation  on  this  floor.  This  power,  he 
says,  thos  yielded  to  the  Oeneral  Government, 
was  the  power  to  emho^  our  daves,  to  dis- 
oipline,  to  arm  them— in  fine,  the  power  to 
place  the  lives  of  the  master  in  the  bands  of 
tiie  dare  I  It  cannot  be  that  the  South  ever 
consented  to  yield  snob  a  prarogative  to  the 
ITalional  Government.  The  magnitude  of  the 
grant  Is  of  too  appalling  and  temfic  a  charac- 
ter for  this  House,  for  the  gentleman  fVora  Kew 
Tork,  npK)n  deliberation,  to  believej  that  the 
compromising  temper  of  the  constitation,  in 
relation  to  representation,  eventuated  in  arm- 
ing the  National  Government  with  such  an  un- 
restricted control  over  this  spemes  of  property, 
which,  according  to  the  gentteman's  views,  not 
only  may  be  taken  wuhont  equivalent,  but 
wUoh,  when  taken,  may  be  so  lued  u  to  pro- 
duce tne  most  horriue  results  I 

I  forbear  presnua  any  ftirther  this  aspect  of 
his  position.  Uy  oqjeet  Is  not  to  jwoduce  ex- 
citement. 

Ur.  LtvmoBToir,  of  Louimana,  had  not  the 
least  idea  tiiat  such  a  spirit  could  have  been 
excited  as  had  been  manifrated  in  the  House ; 
and,  so  far  from  having  deserved  the  reproach 
of  unnecessarily  stirring  an  important  and  deU- 
oate  qneetion,  the  amendment  ne  had  proposed 
could  not,  as  he  thought,  hurt  any  honest  pre- 
judice, or  give  the  slightest  shock  to  the  most 
sendtiTe  mind;  on  the  contrary,  in  itself,  it 
invdved  nothing  but  a  question  of  plain  obvi- 
ous justice.  He  had,  however,  wiui  deep  re- 
gret, peroeived,  that  it  had  bem  made  tiie  oc- 
casion of  introouoing  the  most  dangerous  and 
destructive  doctrine ;  and,  having  no  desire  to 
prolong  or  to  increase  the  excitement  growing 
OQt  of  this  debate,  it  was  his  intention,  before 
he  resumed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  had  offered.  Justice  to  himsell^  how- 
ever, required  that  he  should  state  his  reasons 
for  so  doing. 

It  had  Men  said  that  the  excitement  had 
been  uonecessarily  ndsed  by  those  who  had  in- 
traduoed  and  supported  the  amendment,  and 
tiut  there  was  nothing  in  the  report  ck  the 
Committee  on  Olaims  which  in  any  wise  called 
for  it.  It  was  on  this  point  alone  that  Hr.  L. 
said  be  wished  to  be  heard.  Gentlemen  have 
■lid,  "  Ton  have,  without  reason,  raised  a  com- 
motion, whidi  the  subject  did  not  call  for; 
you  have  grown  warm,  and  have  insisted  that 
this  is  a  most  serious  question,  but,  if  it  is  a 
serious  question  on  your  side,  it  is  no  less  so  on 
onrs."  This  was  what  he  wished  to  examine. 
He  held  that,  while  the  principle  involved  in 
the  amendment  was  a  most  serious  one,  indeed, 
to  the  slaveholding  States,  it  was  absc^utety 
nothing  to  those  States  where  slaves  were  not 
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to  be  found ;  and  so  certain  was  he,  that  it 
would  be  so  considered,  that  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  William  Wilber- 
force,  or  to  the  Apostle  of  Abolitirai,  Celeb 
Lowndes  himself.  Gentlemen  from  the  North- 
em  States  might,  with  some  reason,  have  had 
their  feelings  of  humanity  roused,  had  it  been 
proposed  either  to  increase  the  nnmber  of  per- 
sons in  slavery,  or  in  any  manner  to  aggravate 
the  hardships  of  Utt&r  condition.  So  far  as 
this,  he  Amy  entered  into  their  feelings,  he 
agreed,  and  he  felt  with  them.  But  what  ia 
the  case  here  t  A  man  has  had  his  slave  in- 
jured, while  taken  by  force  to  labor  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  facts  are  settled,  and  the 
amount  of  damages  ascertained.  The  only 
q^nestion  is,  shall  we  pay  tiie  demand  ?  Now, 
BIT,  asked  Mr.  L.^  how  are  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity involved  in  such  a  (Question  ?  Will  the 
miseries  of  slavery  be  any  h^hter  if  we  do  not 
pay  it,  than  if  we  dof  Will  the  nnmber  of 
persons  in  slavery  be  increased  by  our  paying, 
or  diminished  by  our  refomngt  What  goMl 
feeliiu  will  be  gratified  1^  our  reftual  ?  Nona 
that  roan  enicrive  of.  »r,  is  this  a  fsir  view 
1^  the  case,  or  is  it  not  ?  Be  the  pr^udioes  ot 
gentlemen  ever  so  inveterate,  even  prejudice 
itself  cannot  be  iigored,  by  doing  an  act  of 
manifest  justice.  And  gentlemesa  must  pardon 
me  for  saying,  because  I  state  what  is  the  fact, 
that  I  have  not  heard  so  much  as  the  shadow 
of  a  reason  for  refusing  the  payment. 

Our  slaves  have  never  been  nnployed  as  sol- 
diers— never  have  been  impressed  as  saoh— our 
foes  are  to  be  repelled  rum  tali  auxilio,  nee  eU- 
fen»oribm  ittit.  To  defend  our  country  is  too 
honorable  an  employment  to  be  trusted  to,  or 
divided  with  slaves.  We  claim  that  function 
for  ourselves.  The  same  gentleman  asks.  Shall 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  because  be  has 
epaulettes  on  his  shoulders,  and  a  sword  by  his 
side,  be  permitted  to  take  the  slave  from  his 
master,  and  shall  we  indemnify  him  for  the 
illegal  act  f  Sir,  this  is  not  a  bUl  (tf  indemnifi- 
cation, and  the  act,  though  an  invasion  of  pri- 
vate property,  is  one  of  those  cases  in  wmoh 
such  mvasion  is  allowed  by  the  constitution, 
under  the  obligation  of  giving  oompensaticm — 
which  obligation  it  is  the  intent  of  the  am«id- 
ment  to  fulfil.  It  is  not  an  ill^al  act,  done 
with  a  good  intent,  against  the  consequences  of 
which  Congress  have  generally  thought  it  right 
to  indemuiQr  their  officers;  out  la  in  case  d 
property  taken  fbr  their  use,  and  lost  in  their 
service,  by  their  act  It  was  not  because  the 
officer  had  epaulettes  on  his  shoulders  that  he 
took  thb  property,  but  because  he  had  a  head 
thereon  that  had  formed  the  unbending  res<^o< 
tion  to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  defend 
his  country ;  because  he  had  a  heart  in  his 
bosom  that  could  feel  and  provide  for  the 
wounded  soldier,  whom  this  negro,  and  the  cart 
which  he  drove,  were  employed  to  convey  from 
the  field  where  thtir  blood  was  shed  for  their 
country. 

This  is  the  case  which  my  amendment  was 
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intended  to  provide  for ;  one  that  coald  excite 
with  propriety  no  warmth,  and  could  hart  do 
prcijudioe ;  bat  it  had  been  encoanterad  with 
argqmenta  that  were  indeed  dangeroos,  and 
ooold  not  fiitU  to  prodaoe  the  greatest  excit&- 
ment  Seeing,  therdbre,  a  diaposition  to  pro- 
tract the  debate,  and  delay,  b;  the  discaenoa 
q{  tbis  item  in  the  claim,  the  larger  amoant  to 
which  it  was  aoknowled^  the  petitioner  waa 
entitled,  be  tlioaght  he  woald  be  serving  bis 
interest  in  withdrawing  the  amendment,  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  tlie  cooler  re- 
flections of  inembera  should  show  the  justice  of 
this  claim,  -or  of  others  de[>endmff  on  the  same 
principle.  In  doing  this,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  yield 
to  the  reqnest  of  friends,  for  whose  opin- 
ions I  have  the  highest  reapeot;  bat  I  yield 
Bothing  to  the  dangerous  do<^ineB  to  which  I 
hava  ulndod,  and  which,  I  trost,  a  condd»*a- 
tion  of  thdr  tionseqaenoes,  and  their  iniastioe, 
will  induce  those  who  now  lapport  them  to 
abandon. 

l£r.  GuRLBT  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
colleague  had  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It 
was  now  tootate  to  prevent  excit«nent;  and 
as  he  apprehended  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  waa  prepared  to  pass  the  amendment, 
and  as  other  oases  resting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple would,  in  all  probability,  arise,  he  felt 
himself  bound  by  duty,  and  he  did  it  with 
reluctance,  to  renew  the  motion  for  amendment 

Ifr.  Randolph  stud,  that  he  rose  with  tiie 
intention  of  making  another  motion.  As  ^id 
he)  the  gentleman  from  Loairiua  (Mr.  Lit- 
nroBTOv)  nas  done  as  th»  favor  to  uke  away 
this  bone  of  contention — for  it  is  bat  a  bone — 
from  the  House,  I  trast  we  shall  have  no  more 
trouble  from  that  quarter.  Bat  I  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  state,  with  r^rd  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.' Bdnnkr,)  who  has 
spoken  to-day,  but  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in 
his  place,  and  whom  I  uncerely  thank  for  his 
remarks,  that  it  was  not  the  amoant  in  dispute, 
bat  the  principle  involred,which  brought  about 
that  contest  with  the  British  Government, 
which  ended  in  our  Independence.  For  Uiat 
aentiemen  I  have  every  kindly  jtaeling.  I 
jEoew  him  (and  this  pats  me  in  mind  oi  a 
disagreeable  sultJect— and  that  is,  how  old  I 
am)  when  he  was  hardly  more  than  an  infeaat : 
but  if  that  gentleman  had  been  as  long  or  even 
half  as  long  as  I  have  been,  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  would  have  seen  the  necesutj  of 
acting  on  the  old  maxim,  ^^prine^iu  ebsta, 
wnienti  oeeurrite  tnorbo" 

I  remember  the  firsttime  this  question  was 
stirred.  I  was  in  the  lobby,  and  was  an  atten- 
tive auditor—it  was  under  the  first  Oongress — , 
and  my  venerable  friend  from  North  Oarolina 
(Mr.  Maoon)  would  support  me  in  the  recol- 
lection— he  was  a  member  of  that  Congress — 
no— ha  was  not  at  tiiat  time— fiar'Kortii  Carolina 
herself  was  not  then  amember  of  the  Union — it 
was  in  the  first  Ocmgress— and  I  believe  I  re- 
member almost  every  time  it  has  been  brongfat 
forward  since — for  this  has  not  been  attempted 
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once— or  twice — but  a  thousand  times — not  hj 
storm — ^but  by  sop.  Sir,  we  oa^t  to  remem- 
ber the  sentiment— n^n  «,  ted  tape  eadmd«, 
and  not  permit  it  ever  to  paa&  no  mtttor  in 
how  demure  aad  apparently  mvial  an  aq>eet 
it  may  be  presented. 

I  do  not  intend  to  abuse  the  indnlgenoe  so 
kindly  accorded  to  me  by  the  oommittee,  botii 
now  and  on  a  former  occaaou — bat  I  most  ■ 
remind  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  BDinmt,^  that 
when,  in  the  words  of  Hotspur— or  rather  of 
his  ancle  Worcester —  "  tbis  heat  was  strnofc 
up  "  — some  gentiemen  w«e  doing  here— what 
has  been  tried  elsewhere — to  establish  the 
principle  that  there  is  a  law  of  Ood,  which 
supersedes  the  laws  of  the  fancttooaries  of  the 
land — that  the  l^ality  or  illegali^r  of  a  measore 
is  to  he  Judged  not  by  onr  aocaai  compact^  bot 
by  some  ouwr  ood»— of  which  there  are  m 
many  diflforent  int«iiretations  as  there  ars 
sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  the  excitemeat 
which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  laj 
the  amendment  on  the  tabla 

The  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  no  sooh 
motion  coald  be  received  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  GmtLBT  said,  that  he  regretted  exceed- 
ingly thftt  bis  colleague  should  have  been 
induced  to  have  withdrawn  his  amendmeot. 
It  waa  now  too  late  to  prevent  the  excitement 
that  he  appeared  to  deprecate.  That  he  be- 
lieved the  amendment  was  in  aooordanoe  with 
the  opinions  of  a  m^ority  of  tfae  omnmUtee; 
and  as  othw  oases  rested  on  the  same  ^m- 
ciplo,  woidd  in  idl  probability  arise;  and  as  it 
proposed  merely  an  act  of  strict  juedoe  to  the 
pedtioner,  he  felt  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty 
(although  he  did  it  under  existing  lureiuii- 
stances  with  relootance)  to  renew  the  motion 
that  had  just  been  withdrawn.  In  doing  this, 
he  coald  assure  the  House  and  his  htmoraUe 
colleague,  (Mr.  Livinosioh,)  that  the  excite 
ment,  i^  indeed,  any  exiatec^  should  no  kwgor 
oontinue  by  his  agency. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show,  said  Mr.  G'., 
that  the  amendment  I  offered  ought  to  be 
adopted.  It  appears  frran  the  teatinuwy,  thit 
daring  the  invasioa  of  Loohnana  in  1814^  a 
cart,  horse,  and  slave^  the  property  of  tfae  pe- 
titimer,  were  impressed  into  the  public  servloe 
by  order  of  the  commanding  general.  The 
Oommittee  of  Olidma,  in  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, propose  to  pay  far  the  cart  and 
horse.  The  amendment  proposes  to  pay  tot 
tiie  injury  sustuned  by  the  slave  frvm  wonnda 
received  while  in  service,  and  upon  medical 
attendance  consequent  for  those  wounds. 

Co  the  23d  of  December,  when  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  with- 
in six  miles  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  number  of 
three  thousand  men,  tiie  flower  of  the  Bri^ 
Army,  and  the  boasted  invindl^  of  Lord  T«l- 
lington,  yoa  had  not  a  breastwork  nor  a  fiuti- 
fioation  of  any  desoiiption — ^not  a  aiditaiy  csa- 
non  planted  to  sonnd  an  alatm,  or  oheok  tbefr 
process  to  that  great  and  alHn^poctant  tab 
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porinm  of  the  west  The  whole  of  the  disposa- 
ble force  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  more  than 
half  of  that  number  were  militia  men  who  had 
had  never  leen  a  field  of  battle.  What  was  to 
be  done!  Delay  was  rain,  and  an  attaolc  al- 
most e«t^  doTeat  XToder  these  tryins  cir- 
comatanoeB,  the  commanding  general  did  not 
beritate.    He  inatantly  reserved  to  meet  the 
enemy ;  and  thiB  small,  bat  gallant  band,  ool- 
lected  at  the  beat  of  the  drum,  were  led  by 
him  to  the  field  of  battle.   The  contest  was 
long  and  bloody.   The  combatants  were  at  last 
separated  by  the  darknens  of  the  night;  and 
the  remnant  of  this  little  corps  were  planted 
on  that  memorable  line  which  was  destined  to 
be  illomined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
nary.  Thb  sudden  and  desperate  attack  spread 
eonatmiatiw  and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the 
amity.  He  resolTed  to  wdt  fco-  rconfOTOe- 
menta  from  Ais  fleet  General  JackBon  knew 
veil  the  importance  of  tiiis  delay,  and  he  lost 
no  time  in  strengthening  his  position,  and  for- 
tifying himself  {d  the  best  manner  time  and 
circumstances  would  permit  Breastworks 
were  to  be  thrown  up,  fortifications  erected, 
and  the  whole  means  of  the  country  were  re- 
quisite for  these  operations,  on  which  depended 
^e  salvation  of  the  city.   It  was  under  these 
cironmstances  of  high  and  pressing  necessity 
the  |>roperty  in  this  case  was  taken.   I  now 
Bobmit  the  question  to  the  committee,  whether, 
under  all  the  oiroumstaoces  of  the  case,  the  im- 
premnent  was  not  Jostiflable.  If  there  be  one 
indiTidnal  in  the  nation  who  doabts  it,  I  envy 
him  not  his  candor  w  patriottm. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  Itken  the  case 
of  slaves  to  that  of  qiprentices  and  minors ; 
but  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between 
them.  The  military  power  of  this  nation  is 
oonfided  by  the  constitution  to  the  Oongress  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority 
to  enlistj  to  arm.  and  to  organiEe  the  militia. 
Apprentices  and  minors  are  citizens;  they 
form  a  part  of  society,  and  are  enhsted  by  the 
delegated  authority  of  the  whole.  They,  like 
others,  must  consent  to  part  with  a  portion  of 
theur  natural  rights ;  and,  like  other  freemen, 
are  bound  to  protect  themselvea  and  their 
ooontry ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  slaves. 
Slaves  are  no  part  of  the  militia ;  and  if  the 
Government  have  the  power  alleged,  one  thing 
is  certain,  they  have  never  yet  exerted  it 
When  the  gentieman  from  New  York  (Hr. 
OuitK)  will  show  me  an  act  of  Cktngress  for 
tiie  enlistment  of  slaves,  I  will  show  hini  an  act 
which  he  will  admit  to  be  a  dissolution  of  this 
Union.  But  there  is  no  such  act.  Apprentices 
are  taken  according  to  law ;  slaves  are  not,  and 
cannot  be. 

GentiMnen  deceive  themselves,  therefore,  in 
snpporing  that  this  slave  was  taken  as  a  part  of 
the  military  force  of  the  oountiT.  He  was  no 
more  taken  a«  aoeh  than  was  the  other  prop- 
;  and  tiiere  is  no  power  in  this  Govem- 
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ment  that  could  authorize  the  employment  of 
slaves  as  soldiers. 

Mr.  Churman,  I  have  stated  briefly  my 
views  on  this  subject,  and  the  motives  th^ 
induced  me  to  offer  the  amendment ;  and  it  ii^ 
in  my  <^taiioii,  due  as  an  act  (rf  Justice  to  tite 
claimant— it  is  due  to  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  transactions  with  which  it  is 
connected — and  more  especially  it  is  doe  to  the 
reputation  of  that  g&Uaat  and  distinguished  in- 
dividual, who,  in  the  most  gloomy  period  of 
the  war,  and  under  the  most  pressing  and  de- 
sponding ctrcomstances,  had  the  moral  cour- 
age in  defence  of  his  country,  to  exercise  the 
power  which  produced  the  individual  injury 
proposed  to  be  compensated  by  the  amend- 
ment By  rejecting  the  amendment  we  vir- 
tually declare  this  meritorious  act  a  wanton 
exercise  of  usurped  anthority. 

Vi.  Ihghah  Bud  :  My  object  in  rinng  at  this 
tim^  has  been,  if  possible,  to  narrow  the  ground 
of  discussion.  For  I  apprehend,  with  all  sabmis* 
sion,  that  the  true  point  in  this  case  has  not  yet 
been  touched  at  all.  If  I  understand  the  clum 
intended  to  be  provided  for  by  this  amendment 
it  is  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expense  of  medical 
attendance  of  a  slave,  who  was  impressed  short- 
ly before  the  batUe  of  New  Orleans.  The  de- 
mand was  opposed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
on  the  ground  that  slaves  do  not  constitute  a 
species  of  property,  which  is  to  he  paid  for  at 
the  public  expense,  when  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  farther,  that 
slaves  are  not  liable  to  impressment,  and,  there* 
fore,  ought  not  to  be  paid  for  when  impressed. 
The  Mlwj  of  the  argament  embodied  in  the 
report  has  led  to  all  the  embairassmeDt  u 
well  as  to  all  the  excitement,  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  occasion.  I  think  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  war-making  power  is  an  at- 
tribute of  soverdgnty,  (if  there  he  any  sover- 
eignty in  Government  at  all,)  in  order  that  all 
may  be  preserved  for  whose  sake  the  Govern- 
ment was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of 
soverdgnty  is  in  the  Government,  shall  a  cit^, 
threat^ed  with  capture,  pillage,  conflagration, 
and  the  violation  of  women,  not  be  defended 
till  those  charged  with  the  defenoe  come  down 
and  chaffer  with  perhaps  a  disafihcted  partisan, 
whetiier  his  cart  ami  horses,  md  dave,  may 
not  be  used  in  the  oonstroction  of  a  brea^ 
work  for  the  defence  of  that  city '  rir. 
Whether  the  public  demand  affects  his  cart,  or 
his  horses,  or  his  stave,  or  his  son,  or  his  broth- 
er, or  himself,  all  must  be  sarrendered,  and 
the  ooontry  mast  be  defended.  But  we  are 
told  that,  though  his  horse  and  his  cart  may  be 
impressed,  and  if  injured,  must  be  paid  for, 
that  slaves  are  not  that  species  of  property  for 
which  compensation  is  ever  to  be  made.  But 
sir,  do  we  read  any  thing  about  species  in  that 
article  of  the'  constitution  which  declares  that 

Srivate  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  the  pub- 
o  use,  withont  just  compensation  ?  If  I  un- 
derstand the  WOTd  property,  it  is  a  generio 
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term.  The  oODstitntioQ  does  not  eaj  that  a 
certain  species  of  private  property  ehall  be  paid 
for,  if  taken,  bat  it  says,  that  private  property 
must  be  paid  for,  if  taken  for  the  pnblic  nse." 
It  was  also  said,  that  appreotices,  minors,  and 
persons  held  to  service  constitnte  a  kind  of 
property  that  onght  to  be  paid  for.  Now,  my 
principal  object  is  to  satisfy  this  committee, 
that  these  two  descriptions  of  property  mAj  be 
brought  under  the  same  role,  and  justice  done 
without  any  diffioolty. 

The  right  of  property  to  a  slave,  and  to  an 
^iprentioe,  if  not  identically  the  same,  are  as 
nearly  alike  as  two  things  can  possibly  be,  and 
they  should  be  paid  for  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, and  in  the  same  way.  There  is  no  in- 
congruity whatever  between  them.  I  main- 
tun,  IhtA  the  right  of  impressment  is  a  perfect, 
and  not  a  qnalined  right ;  that  it  is  a  necessary 
attribute  of  sorerugnty,  and  iqiplies  equally  to 
a  slave,  an  ^tprentiee,  a  brouidr,  or  a  son. 
Bnt  when  this  right  is  ezerted,  what  is  to  be 
the  rule  of  ccaopraisation  f  This  is  the  gist  of 
the  question.  The  constitution  says  that  when 
private  property  is  taken  for  the  public  use, 
just  compensation  shall  be  made.  Now  what 
Is  jnst  compenration !  It  is  a  payment  for  the 
services  of  the  person,  or  for  the  use  of  the 
things  impressed.  If  a  horse  is  taken,  you 
mast  pay  forthe  use  of  the  horse ;  if  a  slave  is 
taken,  yoo  mast  pay  for  the  services  of  the 
slave ;  there  is  no  distinction  in  principle. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  are  contending 
for  a  principle — a  principle  which  deeply  con- 
oertis  them,  and  hence  the  exoitement  which 
has  been  prodaoed.  To  test  that  principle,  let 
me  pnt  a  case.  An  officer  is  chained  wmt  the 
defence  of  a  city  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To 
eflfoot  that  object  he  is  bound  to  exert  all  tiie 
powers  of  the  Gov«nment,  so  far  as  thev  are 
entrusted  to  bte  hands.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  that  city,  there  are  two  different  persons, 
hoth  owning  slaves :  he  applies  to  both  for  the 
nse  of  their  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  pub- 
Uc  defence.  One  of  the  slaveholders  willingly 
consents :  he  says  to  the  officer,  take  my  people 
in  welcome ;  it  is  true,  I  expect  her&after  to 
be  compensated,  but  I  will  not  chaffer  now. 
Thaj  are  wanted,  and  let  them  go.  The  other 
daveholder,  traitorons  In  hrart,  or  having,  per- 
haps, a  mistaken  notion  of  his  ru^ts,  reflues  his 
slavra,  and  th^  are  taken  by  feroe.  What  is 
to  be  the  rule  of  your  compensation  to  these 
two  persons  t  The  rights  of  the  general  ex- 
tended alike  over  both.  Will  you  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent rule  of  compensation  in  one  case,  from 
what  you  adopt  in  anotlier  ?  Is  not  one  en- 
titled to  the  same  rate  of  pay  with  the  other  I 
"Will  you  acknowledge,  that  yon  were,  in  the 
one  case,  a  trespasser,  and  will  you  therefore 

Say  the  last  slaveholder,  and  not  the  first? 
nrely  not.  The  rule  of  compensation  must  be 
the  same  in  both  cases:  for  the  constitution 
req^nires,  in  b<^  that  yon  make  jnst  compen- 
sation? And  what  ia  Jnst  compensation? 
Need  I  disciM  it  fivthw?  Whether  the  gen* 
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era!  contracts  for  the  slaves  or  takes  them  with 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  without  special  ocd- 
tract,  the  rale  of  compensaticm  must  evidently 
be  to  pay  the  same  price  as  woold  be  paid  for 
the  same  services  in  a  trtmsaction  between  man 
and  man.  Can  there  be  any  other  rule?,  b 
private  contracts,  the  employer  is  boand  to 
conn>ensate  according  to  the  kind  of  service 
performed,  and  the  length  of  time  dnriBg  vhidk 
he  employa  it.  It  is  precisely  so  with  impraas- 
ment.  The  Government  impressing  is  bound  to 
compensate  the  owner  for  all  descriptions  of 
property  whatsoever,  and  according  to  the  time 
during  which  it  was  employed  In  the  puhlio 
service ;  this,  I  think,  is  too  clear  to  be  disputed. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  oht^ed  leave  to  t&t  again. 


tfom>AT,  Juiaaiy  14. 
CoMe     the  Captured  A/rieans. 

Mr.  WioKxipFK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  "  to  authorize  the  cancelling 
of  a  bond  therein  mentioned,"  with  instructions 
to  report  the  facts  npon  which  the  bill  was  re- 
ported, made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Amendment  of  Mtdn — Stenographen. 

Hr.  Randolph  said,  that  like  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wickuffe,)  he  came  here 
with  the  hope  Uiat  nothing  would  be  intro- 
duced to  disturb  the  harmony  or  interrapt  the 
business  of  the  session.  I  had  come  to  the  un- 
derstanding with  myself  (said  Mr.  R.,)  that  I 
would  introdnee  no  measure  which  midbt  in 
any  degree  retard  or  impede  the  execnraoD  <i 
that  buuness.  But  I  am  constrained,  by  pe- 
culiar circamstanees,  to  throw  myself  npon  tha 
attention  of  the  House  on  tite  subject  of  its 
rules  and  orders.  Without  some  alteration  in 
them,  we  shall  not  get  through  the  session  with 
that  convenience  and  despatch  which  the  pnb- 
lic interest  requires.  We  have  adopted  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  preceding  Congress — 
bat  we  have  power  to  alter  them.  I  had  in- 
tended to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  Bobject  before  the  difficulty  which  arose 
this  morning,  and  I  shall  now  move  a  referenee 
of  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Honae  toaSdeot 
Committee. 

[The  Ohatr  here  pronmnced  snch  a  motion 
to  be  out  of  order  at  present.] 

I  rose  (said  Mr.  R.)  only  to  give  notice  of  the 
motion  which  I  intended  to  mak&  We  have 
voluntarily  placed  ourselves  in  a  rituation 
which  enables  a  few  members  of  the  Hoose  to 
forestall  any  subject,  whether  they  tfo  for  or 
against  it. 

[The  Speaker  here  said  that  Mr.  R.  mig^t 
get  at  the  object  he  desired  by  moving  to  poet- 
pone  the  orders  of  the  d^,  &c.,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  this  suUect.] 

WeU,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  then  I  make  jvaibA 
motion. 

[The  orders  <tf  the  day  and  buSnesaon  the 
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8peaker*8  UUa  were  then  poitponed  opon  Hr. 
"RJ^a  raoiioa.] 

When  first  I  waa  acqxiainted  with  this  A's- 
Bembly,  said  Mr.  Rajumlph,  the  roles  and  or- 
ders hung  op,  in  fair,  large  roand  text,  on  a 
single  placard ;  bat  now  uiey  are  grown  to  a 
'volume.    I  was  at  that  time  aoqn^ted  as  per- 
fectly with  the  rules  and  orders  as  with  the 
Alphabet,  and  I  shonld  as  soon  have  made  a 
mistake  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.   Bat  I  hare 
KTOwn  grray  in  the  hasiness  of  this  Hoase ;  I 
cave  been  a  member  of  this  Honse  antil  I  have 
grown  out  of  ail  knowledge  of  the  roles  of  oar 
proceedings;  and  why?    Because  they  are 
complicated  in  the  extreme,  and  highly  nnpar- 
liamentary.  Kow,  sir,  as  on  taking  that  cnair 
yoa  have  restored  <me  good  old  rale,  the  prac- 
tice of  which  prev^led  under  the  umiDistra- 
tion  of  the  HnfalenbnrgB,  the  TrumboUs,  the 
iDaytona,  the  Sedgwick!^  the  Maoons,  and  the 
"Vamnms — ^under  every  Speaker,  I  believe,  bat 
one — that  of  calling  us  over  by  our  Christian 
names,  as  well  as  oar  somames,  which  enables 
US  all  to  know  each  other,  so  I  hope  to  see  re- 
stored some  other  good  old  roles.   I  shall  at 
present  confine  myself  to  two  items  in  tbtx  ao- 
oount.   The  first  Is,  the  practice  which  has  just 
occurred — it  is  unheard  of— that  a  motion  shall 
be  snipped  off  in  this  way ;  and  it  never  was 
praodsea  nntil  the  change  in  the  rules.  The 
other  role  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  is  one  on  the  consideration  of  which 
the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  home,  as  well  as  abroad, 
materially  depend.  I  will  read  the  role  as  it 
now  stands. 

**  Stenographers,  wishing  to  tkke  down  the  de- 
bates, may  be  adtnitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall 
assign  aucbj^bicea  to  them,  on  the  floor  or  else- 
where, to  etfeet  their  object,  as  shall  not  Interfere 
with  the  coavenience  of  the  Hoase." 

This  may  be  a  presumption  so  strong  as  to 
the  will  of  the  Honse,  that  no  Speaker  of  this 
body,  having  a  due  reverence  for  public  opin- 
ion, will  refose  an  application  made  under  it 
for  admission — might  say,  can  refnse.  But 
then,  by  adopting  this  rule,  we  make  whatever 
these  stenographers  may  chose  to  publish,  oar 
own :  we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-official 
authority.  I  happen  to  know — was  informed 
of  it  but  yesterday — was  informed  of  it  by  a 
distinguished  foreigner,  attending  the  debates  of 
this  Hoase,  that  the  gallery  is  a  better  place 
for  heariiur  than  any  other  {)art  of  tiie  House— 
and  that  he  had  retired  to  it  for  tiiat  parpose. 
I  know  that  the  debates  in  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
mom  are  taken,  and  futhfully  taken — for  thongh 
they  are  compressed,  it  is  a  miniature  likenees 
— by  persons  whose  seats  are  in  the  gallery. 

The  public  mind,  at  present — ^It  would  be 
folly,  and  worse  than  folly  to  deny  it — is  in  a 
state  of  great  excitement.  A  reaction  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  is  fondly  predicated  in  some  quar- 
ter^ and  as  fondly  looked  for  a  new  advent — 
and  thii  Houe  ia  made— I  do  not  sagr  b7  the 
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members  of  It— that  would  be  disorderly,— ^md 
more,  it  wonld  be  indecorous — but  it  is  made 

the  theatre  of  electioneering.  And  I  ask  yon, 
sir,  what  more  powerfnl  lever  would  yon  de- 
mand— what  firmer  fulcmm  would  yoa  have 
for  such  a  purpose,  than  to  give  to  the  people 
this  country  the  debates  of  this  Honse  in  soch 
a  manner  as  to  throw  a  shade  on  one  side,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  cast  a  light  on  tiie  other? 

I  should  not  have  stirred  in  this,  did  I  not 
feel  myself  personally  a^rieved.  I  have  no 
purpose,  whatever,  of  entering  into  a  contest 
with  the  press — have  not  lived  to  my  time  of 
life,  withont  knowing  how  vain  a  thim;  that  is 
— and  with  what  feaifal  odds  it  is  nndutaken. 
I  only  use  my  privflege  to  rescoe  myself,  as  Car 
as  I  can,  from  misrepresentation — ^nor  is  this  at 
all  on  my  own  account.  I  coald  bear  it— as  I 
have  bore  athoasand  misrepresentations  from  the 
same  qnarter :  it  is  only  becaose  it  injures  the 
cause — ^the  good  cause,  with  which  my  hnmble 
name  has  been  very  humbly  associated.  I  say, 
sir,  and  I  bottom  myself  on  what  we  have  m 
seen — that  it  does  not  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  or  the  interest  of  this  people,  to 
lend  even  a  semi-official  sanction  to  that  which 
is  notoriously  false. 

For  what  purpose  are  stenographers  admitted 
to  the  places  assigned  them  I  It  was  not  surely 
that  we  might  figure  in  the  newspapers,  or 
rather  be  di^gnred  in  them,  bat  it  was  for  the 
information  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  oounti?, 
the  good  people  our  oonstitneots.  Now,  when 
a  member  feels  himself  misrepresented,  and 
asks  for  a  correction  of  the  error — after  much 
dow,  reluctant,  (but  not  amorons)  delay,  he  is 
told,  tihat  if  he  will  send  his  representations, 
the^  shall  be  admitted  into  a  certain  book, 
which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing. 
Sir,  do  we  admit  stenographers  on  this  floor, 
that  they  may  first  sell  ns  in  detail,  and  then 
sell  us  whtdesale?  Or,  do  we  admit  tiiem  for 
the  information  of  the  people  of  the  ITnited 
States  ?  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  purposes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  they  admitted! 
Sir,  I  have  seen  that  book — and  I  have  seen 
myself  caricatured  in  it.  I  have  seen  these 
prints  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic — and 
nave  there  seen  words  put  into  my  mouth, 
which  I  never  could  have  altered,  unless  when 
I  was  asleep.  I  have  seen  them  on  the  tables 
of  the  most  respectable  clab  houses  in  England 
— have  seen  them  at  Golignani^s  in  Paris. 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  htst,  I  did  say  that  I 
would  punish  with  death  any  man  who  should 
violate  the  law  forbidding  uie  introdnctioa  of 
Africans  into  the  State  of  virf^nia.  In  the  re* 
port  of  what  I  add,  as  "  the  learned  f^ntieman 
from  I^uisiana"  was  transmuted  uto  '*my 
learned  gentleman  from  Loalsiana," — (there 
never  has  been  any  hostility  between  us — but 
there  has  been  no  particular  friendship— and  as 
I  said  in  another  place,  I  will  not  permit  friend- 
ships to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one — ^I  choose 
to  make  them  myself— I  was,  and  I  take  pride 
ia  saving  It,  a  hnmUe  coa^tor  widt  that  iim- 
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orable  gentlemao — the  yonngest  in  the  corps — 
in  putting  down  an  administration  thirty  years 
ago,  and  1  Bhonld  be  happy  to  ud  in  doing  the 
same  now — and  I  ahoold  be  proud  of  what  I 
am  sure  I  should  receive,  his  aid  and  comfort 
in  the  process) — so  these  blackamoors  have 
been  whitewashed — and  they  are  all  oimverted 
into  Irishmen!  A  mora  miBohierons,  or  a 
more  wicked  misrepreaentation  was  nerer  sent 
abroad  than  that.  We  all  know  there  is  an 
immense  popnlation  of  Irish  and  descendanta  of 
Irish  among  iis~and  why  do  we  know  it? 
Sir,  we  have  felt  it ;  they  have  fonght  our  bat- 
tles in  the  field — ^they  have  filled  the  ranks  of 
oar  army ;  they  have  distingaished  themselves 
in  our  Revolution,  at  Brandywine,  and  else- 
where ;  and  these  men  are  to  be  ioaolted,  and 
their  feelings  lacerated,  that  this  House  may  be 
made  an  eleotitmeering  theatre,  and  liie  cause 
on  one  side  may  be  put  down,  and  tiiat  on  the 
other  aide  may  be  propped  up. 

I  regretted  to  aee  the  proposition  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Candina,  the 
other  day,  agtinst  vhiefa  I  was  oompeUed  to 
vote;  and  I  resret  now  to  see  a  mopodtion  in- 
troduoed,  whidi  must  lead  to  effects  of  which 
I  will  not  now  speak.  I  came  here  thorough- 
ly convinced,  that  this  was  not  the  hour  for  re- 
form ;  that  the  disease  must  run  its  oourse — 
and  that,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1839,  the 
doctor  or  the  patient  must  die — the  safety  of 
the  one  imi)lies  the  dissolation  of  the  other.  I 
feel  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have 
the  rales  and  orders  altered,  in  the  one  point  I 
mentioned,  and  in  some  others. 

I  will  call  the  ottoilaon  of  the  House  to 
another  role,  which  I  wish  to  see  altered. 
[Here  lb.  R.  read  the  following :] 

"The  Speaker  shall  ezamioe  and  correct  the 
journal  before  it  is  read.  He  shall  have  a  general 
direction  of  the  Hall.  Ha  shall  have  the  right  to 
name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  bat  such  substitution  shall  not  extend  be- 
yond an  ai^Journment." 

The  adoption  of  this  nde  was  contempora- 
neous with  the  change  in  the  manner  oi  calling 
onr  names. 

This  is  a  dispensation  which  the  Huhlen- 
burgg,  the  Daytons,  the  Sedgwicks,  the  Hacons, 
the  Yanrama,  never  claimed  or  enjoyed,  nor 
was  it  ever  ei:^yed  by  Chairmen  hi  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  I  remember  that  I  saw  John 
Cotton  Smitii  sit  In  the  chair  for  seventeen  or 
twenty  houra — don't  reoollect  which — and  I 
have  been  glad  to  see  that  yon,  nr,  are  content 
not  only  to  reouve  the  salary,  and  enjoy  the 
patronage  and  honor  of  your  high  ofiSce — for 
high  it  is — bnt  dei^  also  to  perform  its  daties. 
This  rule  also,  I  wish  to  see  altered. 

I  thank  the  House  for  their  politeness  and 
attrition,  and  I  conclude  with  moving  that  the 
standing  mies  and  orders  of  this  Honae  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee, 

The  motion  was  e^reod  to. 


mSeiltimlMB, 
Mr.  HAiin.TO!T  sidd,  that  he  had  some  tiw 

since  given  notice  that  he  would  on  this  dtr 
call  up  the  resolution  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
submit  on  the  snbjectof  the  Alien  and  Seditioa 
laws;  bnt  in  consequence  of  having  learned 
that  the  appropriation  bills  introdttced  by  hii 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDon^ 
would  be  taken  up  on  Wednesday  next,  net 
wishing  to  impede  the  course  of  ttiose  imptai- 
ant  bil^  he  would,  for  the  present,  postptne 
his  resolution,  bnt  would  embrace  ^e  earlitsi 
opportunity  of  calling  it  up  after  those  VSt 
should  be  disposed  of. 

Cumberland  Road. 

Mr.  BnoHAHAN  said,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected by  many  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  that, 
at  the  last  sesuon  of  Congress,  when  the  bOl 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  which  provided  for  the  erection  «f 
toll-gates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
through  which  it  passes,  was  before  the  Hems, 
the  session  was  so  fhr  advanced,  that  time 
not  remain  to  disonsa  and  settle  the  importaai 
principles  which  it  contained.  Some  days  Hftar 
that  bill  had  been  reported,  I  presented  aa 
amendment  to  it,  which  I  gave  notice  I  in- 
tended to  ofier,  when  it  should  come  before  the 
House  for  discussion.  This  amendment  pro- 
vided for  the  retrocession  of  the  road  to  the 
States  through  which  it  passes,  upon  oondition 
that  they  should  keep  it  in  repair,  and  exart 
no  more  toll  upwD  it  than  might  be  neoessai/ 
for  that  purpose. 

As  the  Cumberland  road  then  repaired  im- 
mediate repairs,  there  was  a  general  under- 
standing tuoughout  the  House,  that  a  simple 
appropriation  uiould  pass  for  that  pnrpoee; 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  question  which 
wonld  have  arisen  upon  the  bill,  as  reported, 
and  upon  the  amendment  which  I  had  pro- 
posed, should  be  postponed  imtil  the  presrat 
sesnon.  The  same  bill  for  the  erection  of  toD- 
gates  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  which 
bad  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Roads 
and  Canals,  at  the  last  sestion,  has  been  again 
reported,  at  this  session,  by  the  oommittee. 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  whole  subject 
furly  before  the  House,  and  of  preventing  any 
unneoessary  dda^,  I,  therefore,  again  present 
the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  ofi^,  at 
the  last  sesdon,  and  move  that  it  may  be  inist- 
ed ;  and  I  ^ve  notice  that  I  shall  offer  it,  whoi 
the  bill  fot  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the 
Cumberluid  road  shall  come  before  the  Honsew 

Mr.  BooHXNAN  submitted  to  the  Boose  a 
paper  contuning  an  amendment  to  the  bill  Sac 
the  preservation  and  repur  of  the  Cumberiaod 
roa^;  whidi  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TuESDAT,  January  16. 
The  Ocgptwred  AJHcam. 
Til.  Haxx  submitted  the  following : 
SnoiiMd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndickiy 
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be  instraoted  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of 
■ettUngf  by  law,  under  what  rules  and  regalaUooa 
priT&te  property  (if  to  be  taken  at  all)  BbaH  be 
taken  for  public  ttae. 

Hr.  H.,  in  explanation  of  the  object  of  his 
resolation,  aaid,  I  have  risen  to  present  a  reso- 
lution to  tJie  Hoase  which  has  been  saggested 
to  me  by  a  debate,  some  time,  nearly  a  week 
or  ten  days,  carried  on  in  this  Honse,  upon  one 
of  the  simplest,  most  plun  and  oarcnmacribed 

aaestions  which  I  have  ever  Imovn  to  engage 
tie  attention  of  any  deliberative  body,  for  any 
length  of  time.  I  am  still  more  astonished  that 
the  debate  should  have  been  bo  protracted, 
after  hearing,  from  all  sides      my  memory 
serves  me  rigotly)  the  admission,  that  the  arti- 
ole  in  contestation  was  property.   After  this 
admission,  I  conceive,  the  door  was  doaed 
against  debate,  beyond  the  mere  question, 
whether  that  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Gonstitation  and  law,  should  be  done  in  this 
case  ?    I  am  not  oertain  that  l^islation  on  this 
snbject  is  necessary  or  practicable.   I  should, 
however,  suppose  that  it  was  competent  for 
Oongress^  by  some  declaratory  act,  expllratly  to 
recognize  liie  principle,  that  what  &e  State 
laws  decide  to  be  property,  shall  be  so  recog- 
nized by  this  House  io  its  legislation  in  relation 
to  property.   It  is  a  question  which  peculiarly 
buongs  to  tiie  States.  Bat,  as  things  now  stand, 
we  are  placed  in  this  most  anomalous  situa- 
tion :    Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the '  coo- 
etitation,  or  within  its  contemplation,  may  be 
performed  by  certain  persons,  and  yet  such 
acts  are  contrary  to  law,  and  the  actors,  or  per- 
formers, subject  to  punishment  for  them. 

Kr.  Tatlor  hoped  that  the  gentieman  from 
Korth  OaroUna  would  not  press  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  tUs  mtHming.  During 
the  late  war,  a  resolution  of  nearly  the  some 
tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the  House.  It 
had  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great  una- 
nimity, that  impressment  was  a  viowion  <tf  all 
right,  and  could  only  be  excused  by  the  ex- 
tt«mest  necessity.  It  was,  therefore,  not  a  fit 
subject  for  regulation  by  law.  It  did  not  be- 
come Congress  by  a  law  to  provide  for  the  vio- 
lation of  all  law.  nor  to  provide  for  tiie  exer- 
cise of  rights,  if  rights  they  were,  when  all  law 
is  silent 

Mr.  Hall,  in  repW,  aud,  I  do  not  know,  Ibr. 
gpraker,  whether  I  perfectly  anderstand  that 
(ratue  in  the  6th  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  06  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  com- 
pensation. It  appears  to  me  to  mean,  that, 
under  oertain  circumstances,  private  ^troperty 
may  be  taken  for  public  use.  But,  if  taken, 
must  be  paid  for.  These  are  circumstances 
which  must  necessarily  sometimes  occur.  They 
did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  we 
ever  had,  and  in  all  probability,  they  will  occur 
in  any  future  war  in  which  we  may  be  en^^aged. 
If  this  interpretation  of  the  constitution  is  cor- 
rect, then,  as  I  sud  before,  the  country  is  in  a 
Itrange  smd  anomalous  sitnatiaL    Ihe  self- 
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same  act  is  allowed  by  the  constitution,  and  Is 
nevertheless  punishable  by  law.  The  resola- 
tion  proposes  a  mere  inq[uiry,  and  is  introduced 
solely  with  that  intention.  My  past  conduct, 
(having  been  so  long  in  this  Bouse,)  I  think, 
furnishes  a  sufficient  |dedge,  that  I  have  no  dis- 
po»tion  mmecessarily  to  consume  its  time.  I 
nope  the  resolution  will  be  permitted  to  go  to 
the  committee. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


WsDNBSDAT,  Jannary  16. 
Militia  Court$  Martiak 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  moved  by  itf.  Sloanx,  of  Ohio,  oa 
the  11th  bstant: 

Mr.  WioKLim  said  he  had  risen  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  gentieman's  resolution  as 
DOW  modified.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  tbat  part 
of  the  resolution  which  calls  upon  the  Secretary 
of  VTar  for  oopios  d  any  orders  made  by  the 
Prendent,  under  the  discretion  dven  by  the 
act  of  1814^  by  which  the  length  VS  wrvice  ottbn 
Tennessee  militia  was  extended,  and  also  copies 
of  the  corre^ondenoe  between  Qoranor  Blount 
and  the  O^MVtmsDt  cf  War,  npon  the  length 
of  time  which  the  militia  <h  Tennessee  wtm 
bound  to  serve. 

The  mover  of  this  res<dation  avowed  his 
ol^ject  to  be  a  desire  to  obfaun  all  the  infor- 
mation in  the  Department  of  War,  connected 
with  the  oourt  martial  and  the  six  militiamai. 
His  resolution,  if  modified  as  proposed  by 
me,  will  give  him  ail  tiie  documents  whi(m 
belong  to  that  suliject  He  desirea  a  copy  of 
"  any  order  or  re^tlation  made  by  the  FnA- 
dent^  under  the  act  of  181^"  by  which  the 
torm  of  service  txf  the  Tennsawe  militia  was 
extended  to  six  months.  I  am  satisfied,  and  so 
most  be  the  gentieman,  that  no  such  order 
ever  was  made,  either  as  relates  to  tiie  militia 
of  Tennessee  or  any  other  State,  save  to  the 
requisitions  which  may  have  hwa  made  fi-om 
time  to  time  upon  the  £xeoQtive  of  the  respeo- 
tive  States,  by  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  calling  upon  them  to  detail  their  quota 
of  men.  Why  then  call  for  a  copy  of  a  paper 
which  we  believe,  and  which  the  public  have 
been  assured,  does  not  and  never  did  exist  t  If 
such  an  order  were  on  file,  would  we  have  the  call 
for  it !  I  will  not  answer  the  question.  H  it  is 
not  there,  I  am  to  be  told  the  Secretary  la 
called  upon  "  to  state  the  fhots."  We  adc  fat 
a  tiling  which  we  know  we  cannot  get;  and  if 
we  ccmld  get  it  we  would  not  ask  it. 

The  object  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed 
by  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  is  to  ascertain 
the  main  fact,  how  long  these  men,  I  mean  the 
ux  militiamen,  were  bound  to  serve.  To 
obtun  this  object,  can  it  be  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  Seoretaiy  to  inform  us  tbat  Presi- 
dent Madison  and  the  Secretary  of  War  &iled 
to  disoluuge  their  duty  in  omitting  to  enter 
upon  the  records  of  the  Office  of  War,  that  the 
militU  odkd  into  swriee  from  the  State  of 
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Tennemee,  Bhotdd  serve  six  months,  three 
months,  or  anj  other  term  of  timet  I  repeat, 
tiie  important  fact  in  th!s  inTesttoitioD  is  to 
fcoow  whether  the  detachment  cf  militia,  of 
wUeii  the  shot  fmr  matioy  and  desertira 
mre  *  part^  were  called  into  eerrioe  for  six 
months.  An  answer  to  this  question  ftill  and 
complete,  mnst  be  giren  in  responding  to  the 
reeolation  as  propOMd  to  be  modified.  If  the 
gentleman's  object  was  a  reformation  of  the 
ndlitia  law  of  the  last  war,  which  has  perform- 
ed its  functions;  if  he  deugoed  to  arraign  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
Secretarj  of  War,  for  a  dereliction  of  doty, 
perhaps  the  information  B«i^t  mif^t  be  prop- 
er as  a  preliminary  step.  No  saoh  pmrpoae  is 
intended  or  expected.  I  do  not  understand 
this  re«olati<m  to  be  »  deelaration  war 
ueiiut  the  diatinKiiished  <dtifen  who  theaflUed 
the  Preddenttel  chair. 

TTnleas  gentlemen  will  doae  their  eyes,  it  is 
Imposuble  not  to  see  its  tendency.  It  is  In 
Twi  to  disgniae  it  Why  has  this  bnriDess 
dqvt  so  long  ?  Why  has  it  not  excited  the 
pamotic  sensibilitieB  of  the  statesmen  who 
Bare  filled  this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years  T 

Is  there  a  member  on  this  fioor  who  does 
not  believe  the  efiect  this  reeolntion  is  most 
auxionsly  looked  ta  as  appalling  to  the  hopes 
of  the  gentleman  whose  fione  has  been  assailed 
by  every  art  which  intrigae  and  f&lsehood 
eonld  inventf  I  will  not  say  that  sneh  ia  the 
derira  ot  the  gentiwiuui  from  Ohio,  or  thoae 
hut  who  act  with  him. 

I  deaire,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  strip 
this  Bobjeot  of  all  extraneons  matter.  I  wl^ 
to  pnsent  it  naked  to  the  public  eye.  The 
man  whose  character  has  been  asauled  on 
Aooonnt  of  the  execnlaon  ot  six  militiamen,  seeks 
no  concealment.  His  ocmdoot  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions  when  engaged  in  the  service  of 
bis  country,  will  stand  the  test  of  hnman 
■omtiny  and  of  time. 

Mr.  Bsix  said,  it  would,  perhaps,  not  be  in 
order  to  enter  into  any  general  disoassioa  of 
the  merits  of  the  resolnticm,  nor  of  the  objects 
intended  to  be  attuned  by  it  farther  than 
might  be  neoeasai^  to  expresa  hu  views,  brief- 
ly, of  the  propnety  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
■0  far  as  it  proposed  to  strike  out  those  words, 
which,  if  adopted  as  part  the  resolntion, 
would  give  the  8eoret«a7  of  War  any  latitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  be  found  upon 
ncord  in  his  Department.  I  certainly  would 
not  think  of  intruding  myself  for  one  moment 
iqxm  the  indolgenoe  of  the  House,  said  Mr.  B., 
•e^og  so  many  abler  men  around  me  ready  to 
take  up  the  sntfjeot,  if  I  did  not  pero^ve  that 
the  porpose  of  the  resolution  may  be  to  arraign, 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  pnblio,  the  charaoter 
of  a  distingniahed  <^tiaen  who  re^ea  in  my 
own  immediate  n^j^borhood.  Under  ttus 
impreamon,  I  feel  myself  called  upon,  by  a 
tense  of  duty,  to  notice  an  attack  made  on  him, 
whioh  I  ooaodre  to  be  onmuited  and  nqjoat, 


for  the  same  reason  that  I  would  feel  it  my 
duty  to  defend  the  reputation  of  every  other 
private  citizen  of  the  district  I  have  the  booor 
to  represent,  and  who  oonld  not  be  hnrd  in  his 
own  defenoe  (m  this  floor.  I  aoknowledgc^ 
however,  that  I  may  posubly  do  injustaoe  to  the 
intentions  of  the  mover  of  the  reaolotion,  in 
supposing  that  the  conduct  of  the  distingnished 
individual  I  have  allnded  to,  is  alone  to  be  the 
subject  of  investigation.   Jndging  from  what 
appears  upon  the  face  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
imperfect  avowal  of  the  mover,  as  to  what 
may  be  his  motive,  It  is  left  doubtful  whether 
ona  or  all  of  several  gentiemen  of  distinction, 
are  intended  to  be  the  object  of  attack.  U 
may  be  intended  to  distarb  the  repose  of «  kta 
Pretident  of  the  United  States:  for,  if  it  ahsJl 
turn  oat  to  be  true,  that  Mr.  IfodiBon  SA 
penait  a  Secretary  of  War  to  invest  the 
uovmior  of  a  State,  during  the  late  war,  widi 
important  discretionary  powers,  without  Ins 
autiiority,  and  suffered  a  large  aetachment  oF 
militia  to  be  called  into  service  for  the  pnrpoes 
of  manning  several  important  posts,  dtu&ted  at 
a  great  distance  from  the  States  from  whenoe 
they  were  drawn,  without  giving  any  inBtme- 
tion  for  retaining  them  in  service  for  nx 
months,  when  it  is  evident  that  the  shorter 
term  of  three  montlis  must  have  been  cMefiy 
consumed  in  distributing  them  among  the  ports 
to  which  they  were  ordered,  then  was  he  guilty 
of  a  moat  gross  and  criminal  omiarim  of  dn^. 
U  « late  ^cretary  of  War  proceeded  b>  exer- 
cise snch  extensive  powers  without  the  sanc- 
tion cf  the  PreeMent,  or  fWed  to  renew  bis  in- 
strnctiooa  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  ae> 
cording  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  and  the 
exigencies  of  tiie  war,  then  was  he  guilty  of  a 
usurpation  of  authority,  or  a  neglect  of  an  im- 
portant duty.    I  confess  I  am  not  ready  to 
admit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tennessee  could 
be  charged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  con- 
duct, in  proceeding  to  act  under  diec9«tionary 
powers,  conferred  without  any  other  limit  as  to 
the  time  in  which  they  were  to  t>e  consid^^d  op- 
erative, than  the  termin^on  of  the  war,  erai  if 
the  fiwt  be  that  his  instructions  were  sot  r^ 
newed  in  the  Spring  of  1814.    But  bow  ■ 
<^arge  of  improper  conduct,  or  reeponsibi&ty 
for  the  blunders  and  omissions  of  others,  if  any 
such  there  were,  can  be  fixed  upon  the  mere 
instrument  and  organ  appointed  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  his  superion 
in  office ;  how  such  a  charge  can  be  fixed  aptm 
the  distinguisbed  individual  to  whom  I  hare 
more  than  once  alluded,  for  retucing  in  serriee 
the  detachment  of  militia  referred  to  in  the 
reeolation,  during  a  term  of  six  months,  and 
treating  them  accordingly,  when  it  is  known 
that  he  ordered  out  that  detachment,  acting 
then  as  Migor  Genial  of  militia,  and  that,  in 
dxAng  ao,  he  ob^ed,  aa  he  was  IxHuid  to  da  aa 
order  from  the  Govttnor  of  the  State  of  Tw> 
nessee,  expressly  stating,  upon  the  &oe  ot  it, 
that  the  detachment  was  to  serve  six  montha 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  authoriaed 
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that  Ifttitade  of  &e  call,  U  to  me  most  inoom- 
preheorible.  But  if  it  be  ag^nrt  him  that  this 
reaolation  is  iatencled  to  operate,  then  I  would 
remind  gentlemen  that  they  begin  their  attacks 
at  the  wrong  end,  and  that  there  is  bat  little 
magnanimity  in  striking  at  the  tail,  instead  of 
the  head,  of  the  offending  series  of  pablio 
ageota. 

ih.  OuLPBPiB  said,  that  he  did  not  know  the 
motives  of  other  gentlemen,  and  he  tbouglit 
that  the  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mo- 
tives of  OUT  of  its  members.  Their  oondnot 
alone  was  uie  proper  sabiect  of  animadvernon. 
What  I  want,  sua  Hr.  0.,  in  this  ease,  ia  the 
troth,  and  nothing  but  the  trath,  and  I  intend 
to  move  to  lay  the  resolatioa  and  amendment 
on  the  table,  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may 
oonsolt  together  and  agree  npon  the  proper 
form  of  this  call,  withoot  farther  dispute  on 
this  floor.  I  want,  I  repeat  it,  nothing  but  the 
tmth.  I  have  no  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  sab- 
Jeot,  bnt  a  very  strong  wish  to  get  clear  of  this 
very  disagreeable  dekite. 

Mr.  Polk  sud :  The  ostensible  object  of  the 
resolution  seemed  to  be,  to  obtfun  information 
from  the  Department  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
detachment  of  militia,  of  wbick  the  **idz 
miUtiamen,"  executed  at  Vobile,  nnder  aen- 
tenoe  of  a  conrt  martial,  for  the  crime  of  mnti- 
jkj  and  desertion,  in  1814,  were  a  part ;  and 
jet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes,  by  the 
resolnUon,  to  call  for  the  whole  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  not  only  in  relation  to  this 
partienlar  detachment  of  militia,  bat  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  in  1812,  until  its 
termination.  Tfae  gentleman  was  not  content 
to  have  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  this 
partienlar  detachment,  which  was  already  em- 
braced in  another  part  of  his  resolntion,  bat 
dedred  all  die  oorretjwndenoe  which  ever  took 
plaoe  between  the  Becretaij  of  War  and  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  whole  war, 
in  ration  to  other  detachments  called  into  the 
pablio  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
riods. He  could  not  perceive  the  purpose  to 
be  effected  by  calling  for  a  lengthy  correspond- 
ence, which  had  no  connection  with  the  main 
object  of  the  inquiry,  unless  it  was  to  obscure 
and  cover  up  the  material  facts  of  the  case,  by 
a  mass  of  documents  which  had  no  relation  to 
it.  Why  had  not  the  gentleman  likewise  called 
for  all  the  correspondeiuw  with  the  Governors 
of  other  States^  whose  militia  were  in  the  pub- 
lie  serrioe  daring  the  war?  It  would  have  just 
as  mneh  to  do  with  the  "  six  militiamen,"  aa 
that  part  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  which  does  not  relate  to 
the  service  of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  or  the  de- 
tachment to  which  they  belonged.  He  wi^ed 
the  information  called  for,  wnen  received,  to 
stand  naked  before  the  public,  and  to  be 
fltripped  of  aU  extraneoae  matter. 

Mr.  Rakoolfb  said,  that  no  possible  modifi- 
cation ooold,  in  anywise,  affect  the  course  he 
bad  dialked  oat  to  hintBe^  and  for  reaanu 
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which  he  wonid  now  1n4efy  state.  I  vill 
promise,  sud  Mr.  B.,  if  I  throw  no  Hgfat  aptn 
the  sobject,  that,  at  least,  I  will  not  (to  bornnr 
a  word  used  by  the  honorable  gentieinaa  from 
Maine)  "  obfuscate  "  it. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  the  gentieman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Otlpbpxr,)  in  his 
view  of  this  matter.  Befture  he  made  his  mo- 
tion, I  had  expressed  a  siimlar  opinion  to  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LtvinaeroN.) 
I  am  sorry  he  withdrew  it.  I  tiiink  the  House 
on^t  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all.  And 
why  I  Becaose,  sir,  disgnise  it  as  mnoh  as  we 
will— as  much  as  we  can — ^It  Is  a  matter  (as 
was  said  in  another  body,  on  a  very  different 
occasion)  as  notorioos  as  the  sun  at  noon-day, 
that  the  state  of  pablio  feeUng  tiirooghout  this 
country,  (wd  what  are  we  but  the  pulse,  the 
artery,  which  shows  the  action,  the  sanity,  or 
the  anaonndness  of  the  heart?)  is  snob,  that,  if 
this  game  is  once  commenced,  there  will  l>e  no 
end  to  it.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  gen- 
tiemen's  motives.  I  am  bound,  not  only  by  the 
Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House,  and  by  a  sense 
of  decorum,  which  ou^t  to  be  a  still  stronger 
restraint  on  every  gentieman,  but  I  am  bound 
by  evidence  before  my  senses— to  believe,  that 
the  motives  of  the  genUenuin  from  Ohio  cm- 
not  be  snoh  as  have  been  imputed  to  him. 
And  why  I  It  is  notorious,  that  you  affect  a 
balance  as  much,  by  taking  ont  <^  (mo  scale,  as 
by  putting  into  the  other ;  and  after  what  I  have 
seen  in  the  pnblic  prints,  under  bis  name,  he 
can  never  surely  mean,  by  taking  out  of  the 
scale  A,  to  give  preponderance  to  the  scale  B. 
I  wonder,  sir,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  Iho 
very  acute  ana  astuto  perception  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mune,  (Mr.  SpRAaux,)  that  there 
was  uiother  occasion  for  this  information,  be- 
cadea  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  salffeiit  of 
tite  ndlitia  laws.  This  House,  in  ib»  last 
sort,  m^,  by  the  oonstitntion,  be  osUed  nwrn 
to  deciue  that  question  on  which  Hie  pnuio 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  so  great  and  so  jostifiable 
inflammation.  Now,  as  we  may  be  called  npcm 
the  next  session,  to  decide  that  question,  and 
good  managers,  all  people  of  forecast,  like  to 
be  beforehand  with  their  business,  it  is  no 
doubt  highly  proper  that  we  should  proceed 
now  to  get  all  the  information  we  may  need  in 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  But,  sir,  it  is 
time  to  dimiss  this  style  of  treating  the  subject 
— it  demands  a  graver  tone.  A  bill  fh)m  the 
Senate,  affecting  the  militia  laws  of  the  United 
States— weU,  sir— a  bull  shall  I  call  it,  or  an 
anathema  got  op  by  some  of  those,  nnder 
whose  order  certain  militiamen  were  shot  at 
Norfolk,  is  thrown  in  contemporaneously — not 
with  the  bill  from  the  Senate— no,  sir — ihat  is 
a  different  affair,  bnt  with  this  motion;  aa 
anatitema,  sir,  has  been  Issued  from  the  labors 
tory  of  the  modem  Vatican,  and  comes  to  us 
via  Richmond — ^yes,  sir,  via  Richmond — and  a 
nuncio  has  been  despatched — (1  believe  I  most 
drop  the  metaphor,  or  it  will  drop  me^welL 
sir,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  despatched,  ana 
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hu  tonched  at  this  pott,  on  faia  way  to  Bich- 
mond,  for  instniotions — yes,  air,  in  mercantile 
phrase,  cleared  oat  for  Oowes  and  a  market — 
to  Oowes,  tod  vrait  tor  Instmetioiu  ttom  Lou- 
d<w.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina 
desOTres  onr  l^nka  fm  haring  torn  the  mask 
off  this  thing  ywterdajr.  It  is  the  corse  <)f  this 
age— the  opprobrimn  of  this  oonntry,  in  its 
legislation,  that,  iiT  grave  concerns,  requiring 
the  deliberation  of  statesmen,  and  the  decision 
of  common  sense,  a  system  is  pursued  of  artifi- 
cial reasoning,  and  of  special  pleading,  drawn 
from  the  forensic  school,  (where  it  may  be  very 
right  and  proper,)  and,  while  we  are  debating 
about  the  danger  of  having  onr  beads  chopped 
off  by  the  myrmidons  of  a  nsnrper,  we  are 
onrBelTea  chopping  logic  [By  the  way,  sir,  I 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  who  spoke  to  ns,  the 
other  day,  abont  Cicero,  did  not  &Tor  the 
House,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  dissertation  on 
the  subject  of  the  Roman  coaches,  out  of  one 
of  which,  he  told  us,  with  great  good  breeding, 
that  Oioero  stretched  his  neck,  that  it  might  be 
struck  off.*  Sir,  I  should  greatly  like  to  see  a 
model  of  one  of  those  coaches — I  would  send 
it  to  Longaore,  by  way  of  specimen — yes,  sir, 
not  as  a  model,  but  as  a  curiosity.]  Great 
public  mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into 
this  House  the  system  of  wonl-catchiog,  and 
watching,  and  quibbling,  and  quurking,  from 
the  Court  below — tt  wilTliardly  do  eTea  there. 
Sir,  this  practice  is  as  not<Hioiu  as  another, 
OMifessed  to  prevail  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons, 
on  a  snt^eot  of  the  most  vital  Interest  to  the 
Uherties  of  Englishmen — ^it  is  as  "  notorione  as 
the  son  at  noon-day."  We,  sir,  are  country 
gentlemen,  phdn  planters,  or  farmers,  some- 
amea  sfyled  clodhoppers — we  have  not  a  fur 
chance  under  snoh  a  system;  and,  what  is 
worse,  onr  constituents  have  not  Sir,  it  is 
time  we  had  done  with  this  practice,  of  look- 
ing one  way  and  rowing  another.  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  view  presented  to  us  in  the 
K>eech  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Oulpbpsb)— I  hope  I  may  say,  without 
offfenoe,  the  Beverend  gentleman  from  Nortii 
CaroUna.  Sir,  I  applaud  him  for  preaching 
peace — not  peace,  sir,  with  the  enemy,  in  time 
of  war — "  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  I  " — 
hot  J  am  not  one  of  those  who  preach  the  love 
of  enemies  in  time  of  war.  Let  me  ask  of  this 
House,  if  they  can  ima^e  a  case  in  which,  by 
luinging  forward  a  motion  in  tfais  House,  every 
part  and  any  part  of  the  public  conduct,  (for 
we  shall  hardly  invade  the  sanctuary  of  domes- 
tic life,)  but  the  public  condact  of  either  or  any 
one  of  the  parties  now  most  prominent  before 
the  nation,  may  not  be  attacked  1  Sir,  cannot 
we,  too,  bring  motion  after  motion,  to  bear  on 
one  ot  them  I  We  can :  and  I  will  tdH  the 
gentleman  frvm  Hune  how — ^he  does  not  need 
to  he  told— but  I  speak  for  the  information  of 
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those  out  of  this  House — a  resolution  can  U 
introduced,  bringing  a  charge  agunst  the  Mib- 
ister — another  motion  can  be  bron^bt  m^mut 
the  oondnot  of  some  of  our  diplomatio  ageBis— 
and  then  we  shall  disenss  it  here  pro  koA  eca 
— sndi-apone  Tersos  sneh-a-one — and  then  wt 
must  have  another  "  blow-ont  ** — and  tlw 
again  the  same  thing  may  be  done  on  the  »■ 
propriation  of  money.   Sir,  it  is  endless ;  mi 
therefore^  I  think  we  ought  to  remember  ibt 
old  doctnne— a  doctriue  f  have  long  preacM 
in  this  House,  and  which  I  ever  shall  preact, 
obita  prineipiit.    Occasion  enough   can  be 
given  for  every  man  to  show,  on  the  floor  d 
thia  House,  how  much  he  is  or  is  not  a  parti- 
san.  And  where  will  it  end  f   With  the  ex- 
ception of^  perhaps,  the  necessary  apprt^riatioG 
bills,  scarce  any  tiling  else  will  be  done  thii 
session.   For,  do  geaOsmaa  beiUev^  if  tlai 
thing  is  done  (m  one  ride,  It  will  not  be  don 
on  the  other  V   Do  old  and  practised  stateaaa 
suppoee  that,  if  they  trump,  their  adversaria 
will  not  trump  too  ?   Why,  sir,  I  thought  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.   Yes,  sir,  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.   Sir,  we  shaD 
have  our  tables  flooded  with  such  resolotiomL 
No,  sir,  let  us  do  what  all  men  cannot  at  aD 
times  do,  and  some  at  no  time — let  us  do  right, 
mr,  fearless  of  the  consequences.   I  know  very 
well,  what  a  bugbear — what  a  ghost  will  be 
coloured  up,  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
sluul  preraiL   Tea,  or,  it  will  he  sud,  we  are 
about  to  "put  oat  the  Ught,  and  tiien" — and 
thai,  rir,  to  another  the  coa8titnti<m ;  to  eat 
the  throat— not  of  Cicero,  sir,  no,  mt — but  of 
poor  half-snffocated  Desdemona — of  the  eoosti- 
tulion.   Sir,  this  is  a  responsibility  I  am  will- 
ing to  meet ;  if  I  was  not,  I  would  not  diow 
my  face  here.   When  inquired  of,  I  should  say 
to  my  constituents,  '*  A  motion  was  made  io 
this  House,  calling  for  information  about  the 
six  militiamen — ^the  public  papers  and  the  Bicb- 
mond  manifesto  are  full  of  the  subject.   It  has 
been  worn  threadbare.   We  were  called  opoe 
to  second  the  Anti-Jackson  meeting  at  Bidt- 
mond.   It  must  have  led  to  recrimination.  We 
shonld  have  had  the  same  game  plved  onr 
and  over  again,  itenm  itantm^.   It  would 
only  have  led  to  iU  blood  and  calling  naoMi^ 
and,  therefore,  I  endeavored  to  pnt  an  end  to  it 
at  its  commencement."   Sir,  if  the  militia  laws 
want  mending,  they  will  not  get  it,  take  my 
word  for  it,  tUs  session.   Our  militia  laws,  rir, 
are  like  some  reprobates — always  abont  to  re- 
form, or  to  be  r^onned.   We  do  not  want  this 
information  to  act  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate^ 
and  as  for  the  other  object,  most  of  ua^  I  be- 
lieve, are  pretty  well  prepared  to  set  oo  whst 
we  have. 

I  promised,  when  I  rose,  that,  if  I  shed  do 
light  upon  the  satgeet,  I  woidd  at  least  en- 
deavor not  to  make  it  more  obsoure.  I  cannot 
promise  «  J^nut  dare  Iveem,  hat  I  will  not  lend 
my  dd  to  raise  a  smoke  to  obsonre  the  jndi^ 
ment  and  to  inflame  the  mind's  eye  of  tuB 
Hoose.  Without  wishing  ia&a  least  tofive- 
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ttall  debate,  or  put  it  oat  of  the  power  of  aaj 
^ntlemaa  to  reply  to  mey  I  shall,  before  I  take 
aj  seat,  renew  the  motion  of  the  genQemaa 
j-om  North  Carolina,  (Ur.  Culpbpes.)   I  shall 
nove  that  the  resolntioa  and  the  amendment 
>e  laid,  to  lie  npoa  the  table.    But  I  shall 
w^ithdraw  the  motion  if  any  friend,  or  if  any 
idversary — for  I  tmst  I  have  no  enemy  here — 
ihall  request  it.   It  is  a  case  in  which  I  would 
rleld  more  readily  to  the  request  ot  an  adver- 
lary  than  of  a  fHend. 
Mr.  RimMLpH  so  mored  aoooidin^ :  when 
Mr.  Wbbiu  swd,  I  request  the  genueman  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 
Kr.  Bani>olph  retuning  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wbeks  said,  1  call  opon  the  geuUeman 
io  comply  with  the  promise  ne  has  Jnst  given. 
Kr.  Rakdolfh  still  keeping  his  seat, 
Kr.  WsBva  said,  I  call  npon  the  gentleman 
to  fulfil  his  promise. 

Ifr.  Bandouh  now  rose,  and  aaid:  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  comply  with  it  I  promised 
that  if  any  friend,  or,  much  more,  any  adver- 
sary, should  make  the  request,  I  would  with- 
draw my  motion.  I  have  nev^  tliank  God, 
refused  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break 
my  promise.  But,  as  that  honorable  gentleman 
stands  to  me  in  the  relation,  neither  of  a  friend 
nor  of  an  adversary,  I  shall  not  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bandoiph's 
motion,  ^ 

&[r.  8 LOANS  requested  that  it  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  It  was  so  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  were — yeas  42,  nays  160. 

Mr.  Weshs  said  he  felt  very  much  gratified 
to  find,  by  the  vote  jost  taken,  that  so  large  a 
majority  of  the  House  tiunight  with  Jiim,  that 
a  snlneat  of  such  importance  ought  Vbt  to  be 
smothered  or  nipped  m  the  bud  Ot  he  mi|^t  be 
allowed  to  use  the  expression)  at  the  Instant 
BO^estion  of  any  member,  and  more  especially 
so,  when  the  vote  seemed  almost  to  justify 
what  he  was  about  to  offer  as  advice  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
thought  proper  to  quote  the  same  authority  as 
it  regards  peacemakers :  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,*'  &o.,  was  his  remark.  "  Let 
that  man  who  esteemeth  that  he  knoweth  all 
things,  remember  that  he  knoweth  nothing  yet 
as  he  on^t  to  know."  I  have  no  idea,  sir, 
said  Mr.  W.,  of  any  one  individual  member  of 
this  House  undertaking  to  suppose,  when  te 
has  made  a  speech,  that  eTei7  one  is  to  be 
hushed  by  his  ahuttiog  the  door  upon  them, 
because,  forsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  they 
cannot  or  dare  not  introduce  a  word  in  reply 
to  him.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  member 
from  Viivinia  had  voluntarily  promised  to 
withtlraw his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  if  any  gentleman  suggested  a  desire 
to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  upon  rising  and  re- 
questing him  to  suspend,  or  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, to  have  fonna  him  willing,  at  once,  to 
comply ;  finding  this  not  to  be  his  disposition. 
I  ezpreraed  a  hope  that  the  gentleman  would 
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comply  with  his  word ;  and  whether  that  gen- 
tleman considers  me  as  standing  in  the  i^ation 
of  friend  or  enemy,  or  neither,  towards  him, 
sir,  was  neither  asked  nor  cared  about.  [Here 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asked  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  apologize.] 
Mr.  Wbeus  B(ud  he  asked  no  apoli^,  but 
would  give  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  an  op- 
portunity to  ezpliun;  when 

Mr.  Bahdolph  sm,  notUng  was  further 
ftom  his  intentions  than  to  say  any  thing  un- 
oourteoua.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
uM  Mr  B.,  bad  called  on  bim  In  so  imperative 
a  tone,  that  that  happened  which  often  hap- 
pens  in  similar  cases.  We  often  refuse,  what 
we  should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness, 
when  we  conceive  ourselves  to  be  rather  more 
enforced  tbui  we  like  to  be.  But,  the  candor 
of  that  gentleman  will  induce  him  to  acknowl- 
edge that  I  stated  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  is  the  actual  fact,  when  I  said,  that  he 
stands  to  me  in  neither  of  the  relations — either 
of  adversanr  or  fliend,  I  can  aamre  htan,  how- 
ever, that  I  shall  never  again  offend  the  gentle 
man  by  noticing  him  in  that,  or  in  any  other 
way. 

Mr.  Wanes  said  he  was  n<rt  di^Mwed  to  trifle 
with  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  attempt,  in 
the  slightest  d^^ree,  to  discuss  the  ments  or 
demerits  of  the  subject  to  which  the  xaopota.- 
tion  before  the  House,  barely  calling  for  Infor- 
mation, pointed.  But  he  rose  to  offer,  first, 
his  thanks  to  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  for  in- 
troducing the  resolution,  in  any  shape  that 
wonld  eventually  obtun  all  the  information 
immediately  relating  to  the  subject  He  cared 
not  about  the  form,  or  phraseolog|y,  provided  it 
resulted  in  l^ing  before  the  nation  the  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth.  He  agreed,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  with  the  gentieman  from  M^e^ 
"  that  H  was  not  our  privilege  to  judge  men's 
motives and  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed 
to  offer  another  quotation,  as  it  seemed  fashion- 
able  to  do  so,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  with- 
out incurring  the  appellation  (sarcastically,  or 
otherwise)  of  reverend  gentieman  from  Mary- 
land :  "  Who  art  thou,  oh  maiL,  that  jndgMt 
another  man's  servant !  l>efore  his  own  master, 
he  stwideth  or  falleth."  Sir,  siud  Mr.  W„  this 
subject  has  now  been  introduced,  and  1^  for 
one,  am  unwilling  to  return  home  to  the  faigfa- 
minded  freemen  whom  I  liave  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  say  to  them,  I  voted  against  tUs 
inquiry,  because  I  feared  to  trust  my  strong 
pr^ucuceB  and  partitUities.  That  might  answer 
for  tiie  gentieman  teom  Virginia,  but  it  would 
not  answer  for  me.  Mr.  W.  protested  against 
being  governed  by  any  such  infinenoe.  The 
sovereign  people  of  Maryland  felt  anxious  for 
information,  and  would  not  be  content  without 
it,  and,  for  himself  he  could  with  truth  declare 
that  he  wished  it,  and  would  receive  it  any- 
how, rather  than  not  have  it,  although  he 
would  prefer  having  it  without  any  thing  like 
that  m^sive  weight  that  accompanied  some  of 
oar  docoments:  for  instance,  the  Georgia  af- 
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— the  inunense  bulk  of  which  deterred 
ttlmoBt  every  man  from  attempting  to  wade 
through  it.  No,  wr,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  man 
whme  character  and  oondnct  are  to  be  affected 
by  it,  wUl,  like  pure  gold,  seven  timet)  refined, 
be  fonnd  uie  more  pure  the  oitener  his  condoct 
or  patriotiBm  shall  be  scmtanized.  I  shall  not 
troaUe  &e  House  fbrther,  at  this  time,  etdd  Ur. 
W_  from  ft  hc^  sir,  that  the  geutlemaii  from 
Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  Eentadkj  will 
be  able  so  to  modify  the  proposition  as  not  only 
to  agree  themselves,  bat  to  produce  an  accord- 
ance throughout  the  House. 

Mr.  Wkiqht,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say,  and  would  trouble  the  House  but 
a  short  time.  If  I  understand  the  question, 
ICr.  Speaker,  sud  Mr.  W.,  that  part  of  the 
resolution  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
motion  of  the  gentlemaQ  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
WioKLiTFx,)  embraces  a  call  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  Government  of  the 
Uoitm,  with  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  time  the  drafted  militia  of  that  State 
ihoold  be  continued  in  the  service  of  the 
United  8tate»-^or  copies  of  any  orders  of  the 
President,  direoting  such  drailed  militia  to  be 
retained  under  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
for  a  period  beyond  three  months ;  and  if  no 
anch  order  existed,  direoting  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  certify  that  fact  to  the  House.  Such  is 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
to  refuse  the  call  so  far  as  I  have  specified. 
But,  sir,  how  is  the  motion  sapported  by  the 
argument  of  the  mover,  and  by  the  argument 
of  tiie  genUemao  over  ue  way  ?  They  alt  tell 
Toa,  we  want  all  the  facta — all  the  doonments ; 
bat  we  would  shut  the  door  npcxa  the  opinions 
the  8eeretfli7,  or  his  ai;giun«it8.  I,  too, 
want  the  fau^  and  tUtcimmUy  and  n«  opinioru 
or  argwnetUt;  and  will  not  any  gentleman 
perceive,  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
over  that  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
■track  out,  that  these  argomente  are  directed 
agidnst  matter  which  has  no  existence  in  fact  f 
1^,  is  it  ai^nment  or  opinion,  to  furnish  ns 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee?  Is  it  argnnlent  or 
opinion  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  Executive 
order  to  continue  the  militia  in  service  longer 
than  three  months  ?  Or  will  it  be  sud  to  be 
nent  or  opinion,  if  no  Executive  order 
to  certify  that  sbi^e  fact  to  tiie  Hooset 
,  no  gentleman  wiu  pretend  it  is  either ; 
jet  we  have  heard  much  <n  a  desire  to  give  all 
the  facts  and  documents,  and  to  withhold  only 
opinions.  Let  us  have  all  the  documents,  and 
all  the  facts.  How  will  the  case  stand  before 
the  country,  if  the  motion  prevail  andgentle- 
men  deny  the  informatioQ  sought?  "We  may 
be  told,  if  the  infonnation  obtained  bears  hard 
on  any  individual,  that,  if  the  whole  corre- 
RMudenoe  between  the  War  Department  and 
'the  Governor  of  Tennessee  had  been  published, 
the  country  would  have  found  ample  evidence 
to  justify  either  the  Governor,  or  any  militia 
vmoa  acting  under  him,  fm  retaining  the  miU- 


tia  in  question  for  rix,  instead  of  three  months ; 
and  if  we  have  not  an  express  oertifibate  from 
the  proper  officer,  that  no  order  of  the  Pres- 
dent  exists,  it  may  be  said  it  has  been  with- 
drawn. I  therefore  want  the  whole  inf<Hina. 
tion,  correspondence,  and  documents.  I  wish 
an  opportunity  of  jua^ff  for  myself  what  they 
contam — to  have  the  lifpit  shed  npon  my  own 
mind,  that  I  may  ftom  an  opinion  myselH  I 
do  not  beUeve,  rir,  for  I  coold  not  impfogn  ai^ 
man^B  motives,  there  can  be  a  nngle  gentlemsa 
on  this  floor,  who  would  withhold  the  infomts- 
tion  sought  for,  if  he  understood  the  sobjecL 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  had  heard  it  declared, 
on  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  want 
information ;  that  they  seek  the  tmbh,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.    I  wish  tha 
as  strongly  as  any  one ;  and  because  I  want  thi^ 
I  don't  want  any  speeches  from  the  departm«it 
The  gentlemen  who  profess  to  want  the  oone- 
spondence  most,  ^ve  to  ma  the  strongest  evi- 
dence, by  their  speeches,  that  they  are  perfect^ 
oonvmant  with  it,  I  mall  not  dive  into  tbdr 
moUves:  that  belongs  to  another  power— • 
power  fK>m  which  wSb  AdmlnistnUaon  onet 
churned  its  right  to  rule.  I  had,  Kke  others, 
hoped  that  we  should  have  met  to  transact  the 
public  business ;  and  that  we  should  have  agreed 
to  leave  this  question  to  the  people;  but  it  is 
in  vain  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  this  House  is 
intended  to  be  made  an  arena  on  which  to  ex- 
cite the  pas^ons  of  the  people.   We  see  an  in- 
dividual branded  with  reproach,  for  having  con- 
sented to  the  execution  of  several  miHtiamen — 
wo  who  are  nursed  by  the  pap  of  the  Treasmy 
— it  is  no  expression  of  mine — pap — it  comes 
from  the  Treasury,  of  course  it  must  be  good — 
we  are  tokl  that  these  are  the  prqier  scenes  to 
engage  ne  minds  of  men,  and  not  the  Tu^ar 
scenes  of  bloody  war.  At  the  same  time  we  do 
see  a  General  of  the  TJnited  States  trying  sol- 
diers at  Korfolk,  and  shooting  them  to&  for  da> 
sertion.   I  know  it  to  be  a  &et:  for  I  was  an 
eye  witness.   A  gentleman  near  me  says,  that 
these  were  not  militiamen.   I  beUeve  two  of 
them  were.   I  derive  my  informati(Mi  from  a 
source  oatitled  to  at  least  as  much  credit,  as  if  it 
was  drawn  from  hired  and  penrfoned  letter-wri- 
ters in  one  of  the  Departments.   But,  rar,  if 
they  were  not  militiamen,  they  were  mui; 
and  is  not  the  life  of  man  dear!    And  are 
we  now  to  be  told  that  no  regard  is  to  be 
shown  to  the  life  of  a  common  Mddi«*f  Hf 
information  enes  stiU  fbrther.   An  ordw  wis 
issued  by  a  TJcdted  States  commander,  to  go 
in  pursuit  d  a  deserter,  and  if  he  could  not 
be  taken,  to  shoot  him,  and  he  was  shot 
Why  was  not  the  same  noise  made  then,  that 
there  is  now,  and  why  was  not  infonnaticn 
of  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  tbe  same 
gentleman  or  his  friends,  who  have  stirred  this 
inqairy  ?   It  is  true  I  belong  to  the  cc«nmittee 
on  the  militia,  but  I  have  not  been  called  npon 
to  attend  it,  notil  this  morning. 

Mr.  WiCEurFB  now  signified  his  agreement 
to  the  proposal  o£  the  gentleman  from  Tmum- 
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see,  (Mr.  Bbll,)  to  modify  hie  ameadaient  in  snch 
a  numner,  as  to  retain  the  call  for  the  whole 

oorreepondeooe. 

Mr.  Sloaks  alao  expressed  his  willingneae  to 
modify  his  resolntion,  by  striking  oat  the  ful- 
lowing  words :  "  and  if  no  saoh  order  exists  on 
the  files  of  the  War  Department,  to  state  that 
fact  to  this  Hoose. " 

itx.  BuBassB  expressed  hie  regret  that  a 
rimide  rest^ntioo  calling  for  infomiati(m  should 
have  takea  the  tern  t^is  had.  He  understood 
that  copies  of  doontnento  conld  not  be  obtained 
from  tiie  pnUio  officers  without  a  l^al  order, 
and  he  thought  the  r^ulataou  a  good  one. 
Undw  that  regulation,  it  was  impossible  that 
the  teoord  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sloans)  should  ever 

el  to  the  public  unless  by  the  direction  of  this 
□use,  or  of  the  Senate. 
The  qnestion,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  us  to  settle,  is, 
whether  this  information  shall  be  Idd  before 
the  Bouse,  and  the  pnblic  be  enabled  to  know 
the  troth  as  it  is  ?  What  the  ulterior  intentions 
of  the  mover  may  be,  is  nothing  to  me ;  I  shall 
vote  for  myself  according  to  my  own  views  of 
propriety — so,  I  presume,  other  gentlemen  ^1 
Tote;  and,  even  if  the  rules  d  tiie  House  did 
not  restrain  me  from  a  violatton  of  decorum,  I 
hope  I  should  have  civility  enough  not  to  im- 
pute, without  evidence,  to  any  gentleman  in 
this  House,  motives  hoiatile  to  ^e  public  peace 
and  to  the  safety  of  iu^vidual  reputation.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  much  onriosty,  to  nve 
It  no  other  name,  exists  in  the  public  mind,  in 
reference  to  these  papers.  Z  have  seen  the  evi- 
dence of  it  in  those  records,  which,  from  our 
childhood,  we  are  accustomed  to  consult — I 
mean  the  chronicles  of  the  day. 

It  is  oommonly  sud  that  certiuu  militiamen 
have  been  executed,  and  it  is  said  by  some,  that 
that  their  ueontion  had  no  I^i  sanction. 
The  question  whether  that  execution  was  legal 
or  not,  is  (me  on  which  great  anxiety  prevails, 
^e  person  under  whose  orders  it  is  said  to 
have  taken  place  is  a  person  of  great  conse- 
qnenoe  in  this  nation.  He  fills,  at  this  time,  a 
great  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  occupies  much 
of  the  publio  feeling,  and  I  ask  if  it  be  courtesy 
in  this  House  to  interpose  before  the  facts  of  the 
present  case,  any  obstacle  which  may  di^tap- 
point  tJbe  public  cariosity,  (if  it  is  to  receive  no 
better  name,)  quickened  as  that  cnriosity  now  is, 
and  anxious  as  the  roost  unmanageable  appetite. 
What  courtesy  will  it  be  to  lay  your  liond  on  a 
Mrt  tit  the  doonroents  inquired  for,  and  to  say, 
th^  shall  not  go  to  your  constituents!  Why 
vill  yon  withhold  from  them  what  either  the 
friends  of  that  distinguished  individual,  or,  if 
jon  will,  Iiis  foes,  may  desire  to  lay  before  tliis 
House?  For  mysell^  I  should  be  satisfied  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sloans)  should 
select  one  portion  of  the  documents,  and  the 
gentlemau  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Wioojffs) 
etiould  select  another  portion.  I  should  he  satis- 
fled  with  their  discretion,  and  would  call  for 
the  whole.  I  would  not,  at  least,  traosmate 


tH.  or  B. 

this  hall  into  an  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think 
better  of  my  country— of  this  House— of  those  ■ 
opposed  to  me  and  tiiose  who  are  with  me,  than 
to  apprehend  that  the  sword  of  the  gladiator, 
or  the  pistol  of  the  assassin,  is  in  any  danger  of 
iMing  used,  whether  here  or  elsewhere,  in  con- 
sequence of  our  decision  on  a  resolution  like 
this.   If  there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to 

{)roduce exasperation,  it  mustbe  the  withholding 
t  cannot  be  the  granting^  of  this  oall.  The 
gentlemen  who  nioke  with  so  much  ardor  of 
weir  iUnstrions  friend,  spoke  only  as  a  man 
should  speak,  when  he  supposes  the  character  of 
his  &iend  is  in  danger.  But  their  zeal  might 
well  have  been  spared.  The  character  of  that 
illaatrious  man  is  not  impugned.  Kobody  here 
has  injured,  or  wishes  to  ii^ure  him.  Why  then 
should  his  anxious  friends  endeavor  to  forestall 
publio  opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  publio 
ear,  the  voice  of  truth?  Why  will  they  refuse 
to  satisfy  public  anxiety!  Why  do  they  strive, 
with  so  much  earnestness,  to  strike  out  from 
the  resolution  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  Pres- 
ident, copies  of  which  are  aud  to  be  in  tiie 
War  Department  f  Why  do  HMj  dread  so 
much,  if  snch  oopies  are  not  there,  that  the 
Secretary  shall  say  they  are  not  there  !  What 
would  gentlemen  have  !  The  public  will  be* 
lieve  the  signatnre  of  the  Secretuy  of  War ;  for, 
prostrated  as  he  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wishes 
of  his  enemies,  stUl  the  American  publio  will 
believe  him,  without  on  oath,  while  they  re- 
member that  he  belongs  to  the  State  of  Tii^in- 
ia,  although  be  be  the  Becretaiy  of  War,  aod  a 
member  of  the  Administration.  May  he  not  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  the  fact  be  so,  that  he  can- 
not furnish  copies  of  any  such  orders,  because 
they  ore  not  in  his  office?  We  want  no  com- 
mentaries, no  j^oeses,  no  labored  en>Iauationa 
We  want  the  record  alone,  and,  if  it  is  not 
there,  we  want  him  to  oertify  that  It  is  not 
there.  Sir,  what  will,  what  mist,  the  pnUio 
think,  if  you  prevent  him  from  gjvmg  this  cer- 
tificate? I  do  suppose  there  are  abundimoe 
of  our  citizens  who  know  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  if  you  put  forth  to  the 
world  a  certificate  in  some  unusual  form,  they 
will  have  too  mnoh  acuteuess  not  to  perceive 
that  you  deny  thera  the  knowledge  which  they 
desire  to  have.  Z  might  beg  gentlemen  finr 
their  own  sakes,  not  to  excite  such  irre^stiUa 
suspicions  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Sloakx' signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
addition  proposed  by  Ur.  Wickliffb,  and  the 
resolution,  as  thus  modified,  was  finally  adtqited, 
in  the  following  form: 

"Jieioittd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  di- 
rected to  fHimish  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedinga  of  a  Court  Martial,  which  commenced 
its  sittinga  at  or  near  Mobile,  on  the  fifth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hnn^d  and  ma- 
teen,  for  the  trial  of  certain  Tennessee  MtUUamen, 
together  with  a  copy  of  all  the  orders  for  the  or- 
ganization  of  said  Court,  as  well  as  those  snhso 
qoeutly  issued  in  relation  to  its  dai^ons. 

"And,  also,  to  fiuid^  copiea  of  all  papan,  Ufr 
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ten,  and  documeats,  reUtiog  to  Mid  Court  Har- 
tUl :  co{neA  of  all  orders,  general  or  specia],  made 
orinoed  by  the  Preddent  of  the  Utdted  Stotea,  or 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  coDceming  or  relating 
to  ^e  length  of  aerrice  of  the  detacliroeDt  of  the 
Teanessee  Uilitia,  det^led  under  the  order  of  the 
Governor  of  said  State,  issued  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  Hay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fonr- 
teen,  and  afterwards  placed  under  the  Immediate 
eomtnand  of  Lienteoaot  Colonel  Philip  Fipkln ; 
aleo,  copies  of  such  order,  and  of  the  muster  and 
pay  rolls  of  said  Militiamen,  wUoh  may  be  on  file 
ui  the  Department  of  War. 

"  And  to  furnish  co[Hes  of  any  orders  of  the 
President  or  Secretary  of  War,  by  which  in  the  ex- 
erdse  of  the  discretion  vested  in  the  PresideBt  by 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  18th  of  April,  1S14, 
the  term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  Uilitia  may 
haT6  been  extended  beyond  three  months;  also, 
copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  Governor  Blouit,  dated  the  11th  and  Slat  Jan- 
nary,  1814. 

**  And,  also,  to  famish  copies  of  any  corespond- 
ence  In  the  War  Department  between  the  Fre^- 
dent  or  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  during  the  late  war,  on  the  subject  of 
the  time  which  the  drafted  militia  of  sidd  State 
ihould  be  required  to  lerre  ia  the  armies  of  the 
TTnlted  SUtes." 


Pbidat,  JaDoary  18. 
Om  of  Marifftiy  D''Auterw. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
Wll  for  the  relief  of  Marigay  D'Aateriye :  and 
the  qoestion  recarring  on  Mr.  Whittlesst's 
motioD,  pending  when  the  bill  was  last  before 
the  HousOj  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims;  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  GuBLTi  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

**And  that  the  further  ram  of  |2S4  be  pud  to 
file  s^d  D*AnteriTe,  fat  the  iqjury  done  to  his  slave 
vUIe  in  the  lervioe  of  the  United  Statei;  and  for 
■leAoal  atteodanee  on  said  slave." 

Itx.  ExEB  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  fhnn  the  ae- 
riona  aspect  in  which  this  sat^ect  is  now  pre- 
sented to  the  whole  nation — ^notwithstanding 
the  opinions  first  entertained,  that  it  was  of 
minor  importance — feel  myself  nnder  a  sort 
of  moral  necessity  of  assigning  reasons  for  Uie 
TOte  I  shall  give.  I  am,  sir,  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
firom  Louisiana.  Althongb  I  was  not  very 
Bolicitoas  to  obtmde  myself,  \h&  other  day, 
npon  Uie  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  when  I  moved  its  rising,  and  when,  after 
ffiving  way  for  the  explanation  of  a  gentleman 
nom  New  York,  I  was  intercepted  from  the 
Oh  air  by  the  precipltancnr  of  gentlemen  who 
rose  to  speak,  yet  I  confess  tnat  I  did  feel  a 
desire  to  declare  my  opinion  npon  the  qnestion 
In  debate,  inasmuch  as  my  constituents  as  well 
as  tiioee  of  others,  who  had  delivered  their  senti- 
ments at  large,  had  a  direct  interest  in  it. 

Our  local  situation — dwelling  as  we  do  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  late  the  scene  of  a 
iluMt  veiatioos  predatory  war£are,  and  always 
•opposed,  in  time  of  war,  to  the  low  of  that  lerj 


riee  of  proper^  which,  in  the  case  befon 
Honae,  is  attempted  to  be  refined  awey— 
gives  ns  an  interest  in  the  qnesticMi  not  lat 

short  of  Uiat  of  Southern  men.  I  am  not,  sir,  a 
Southern  man — strictly  so  called — but  I  fe^  and 
my  constitaentfi  feel  drawn  towards  the  pet^ 
of  the  Sontb,  by  chords  of  sympathy  in  many 
respecta;  ond^  in  that  particular  interest,  whicfa 
has  now  become  the  subject  of  oontrovoFy, 
even  on  this  floor,  we  have  a  common  stake. 
Although  our  concern  in  the  subject  is  not, 
perhaps,  so  important,  yet  the  interest  ire  fed 
n  it  is  scarcely  lees  vivid  than  that  of  Ae 
Southern  planter.  Sir,  since  the  last  meeofa  cf 
the  gentleman  from  Hew  Tork,  in  iMiiob  ht 
has  portrflQred  Uie  oonsequoioe  flowing  tnm 
the  premises  which  he  faao,  himself,  most  kind- 
ly asamned  for  the  advocates  of  this  measure— 
as  leading  to  the  destruction  of  all  civil  liberty 
in  this  coantry — I  cannot  content  myself  with- 
out an  humble  effort  to  reflate  the  follacies  by 
which  it  is  attempted  to  blind  this  House 
against  the  tme  import  of  the  question  before 
them. 

Gentlemen  now  say,  (some  of  them  at  l<^ut,) 
that  they  do  not  deny  the  general  propositiai 
that  slaves  are  property ;  yet  they  do  contend 
that,  pro  hoc  vice,  they  are  not  propertji  and 
they  are  not  to  be  ooneidered  as  such,  when 
taken,  w  lost,  or  i^nred  in  the  public  serviea. 
Here  then  is  the  tesne :  We  aver  that  daves 
are  property  so  declared  by  law,  and  so  held  in 
the  view  of  the  constitation.  It  is  the  report 
of  this  committee  with  the  bill  which  will  make 
up  the  record  of  oar  Judgment  here ;  and  if  you 
had  permitted  this  amendment  to  be  dropped, 
becanse  of  the  insignificant  amotmt  of  the  claim 
of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  or  now  reject  it,  yon 
estabU^  a  precedent,  to  be  quoted  on  all  fatore 
ocoosions,  agtunst  the  most  important  claims, 
and  agunst  redress  for  the  most  serioos  indi- 
vidual losses :  and  I  have  no  doabt  it  would  be 
set  np  by  some  as  a  solemn  dednim  record, 
that  slaves  are  not  property. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  bj- 
gendemen  in  this  House,  to  do  away  an  im- 
pression that  they  would  in  any  manner  im* 
pngn  the  ri^ht  of  property  in  slaves ;  and  it 
has  been  said  that  such  a  question  will  never 
be  stirred  unUl  "  some  bold,  bad  man,"  shall 
raise  it  for  the  puipose  of  his  own  ambiticm. 
I  feel  happy  in  believing  that  this  bold,  bad 
man  has  not  yet  found  his  way  into  this  House: 
but  I  have  made  some  note  of  the  opinions  and 
dispositions  of  men  in  different  quarters  nptn 
this  suMect  Not  alone  in  the  East,  nor  in  the 
north,  but  in  the  Middle  States — aye,  in  the 
Sontb,  even  without  the  instigation  q£  that  am- 
bition which  has  been  assumed  as  the  on^ 
motive  to  it— bold,  bad  men,  have  had  the 
folly,  or  the  wickedness— call  them  fools,  at 
knaves,  if  yon  please,  (as  they  have  been  so  de- 
nounced by  a  gentleman  from  Vir^ia,)  to 
avow  and  maintam  that  slaves  are  not  property, 
and  that  all  such  pretended  rights  ought  to  be 
abolished.  I  trust  that  mem  of  this  desor^cn 
will  be  long  kept  from  this  plaoe;  batthneli 
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no  question,  they  have  been  seeking,  hj  stealthy 
steps,  to  make  their  way  Into  the  State  Legis* 
laturea,  for  the  express  j>arpose  of  stirring,  by 
alow  degrees,  the  qnestum  of  alavery,  and  in 
dae  aeason^e  soleinn  one  of  anivenal  ranao- 
cipation.  Toa  may  call  snoh  people  fima^oa, 
bypocritea,  or  knaves,  or  by  whataoeTer  other 
epithets  of  reprobati(»i  yon  please,  bnt  all  the 
while  the  fotu  consequences  of  their  principles 
and  their  movementa,  may  spread  and  be  felt 
ia  every  part  of  the  oonntry.  If  snch  a  char- 
acter shoold  ever  show  his  face  in  this  Honse, 
I  trust  there  will  be  always  here,  men  of  firm- 
ness and  talent,  to  make  him  toe  the  twig,  and 
avow  himself  dearly  so  that  he  may  be  held  up 
to  the  BGOm  and  detestation  of  every  good  man 
in  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  here  say  that  they  do  not  deny 
fhe  ri^t  of  property  in  slaves ;  bnt  the  report 
of  tiie  oommittee  does  give  color  to,  and  in 
«fl!eot  declares  the  doctrine  to  a  great  extent, 
and  in  so  much  destroys  the  rights  of  owners. 
They  aver  in  effect,  wat,  as  to  the  purpose  in 
Tiew,  slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  not  to  be 
BO  considered.   [Ifr.  K.  here  read  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  present  session,  and  pro- 
ceeded.]  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with 
reading  the  report  of  January,  1826,  referred 
to  by  the  present  committee,  and  adopted  by 
them,  as  it  must  be  familiar  now  to  every  mem- 
ber ;  bnt  I  will  assert  that  the  foundation  of 
the  report  ia  an  actual  denial  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves.  They  say  that  slaves  have 
not  been  put  on  the  footing  <^  property,  and 
paid  for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public 
service,  and  they  rejwrt  that  this  petitioner 
ought  not  to  have  relief.   No  matter  how  you 
di^iae  it,  common  language  will  be  under- 
stood by  the  people,  and  they  will  consider  a 
r^ection  of  this  amendment  as  a  decision 
agunst  the  right  of  property  to  this  extent; 
for  the  committee  do  aver,  that,  as  to  any  claim 
to  compensation  for  injury  done  to  a  slave 
taken  for  public  purposes,  such  slave  is  not 
otmsidered  as  property,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
paid  for.   Kow,  sir,  this  is  the  venr  reason  why 
I  now  would  decide  at  once  that  they  an  prop- 
erty, and  so  to  be  oonddered,  and  settle  the 
question  forever.    I  stand  upon  the  ground 
that  slaves  are  property  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, and  should  be  paid  for  as  each,  like  every 
other  species  of  property.    I  will  not  take 
upon  myself  to  lay  censure  on  an  honorable 
committee  of  this  House ;  but  I  must  say  that 
all  the  excitement  which  has  been  exhibited  on 
this  occasion,  is  owing  to  the  mistaken  views 
of  their  report. 

If  slaves  are  property,  as  admitted,  why  shall 
they  not  be  considered  as  snoh  ?  I  will  put  the 
abenrdity  to  this  Hmue:  "What  is  that  which 
Is  property,  and  not  to  be  oonsidered  snoh? 
Such  refinements  are  not  for  na,  dr.  If  gen- 
tlemen knew  how  this  kind  of  thing  is  felt  by 
thpse  more  immediately  concerned,  they  might 
excose  my  earnestness.  If  slaves  be  property, 
vlty  shotdd  they  not  be  so  oonsidered  t  These 
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are  convertible  propositions ;  and  they  are  prop- 
erty of  a  kind  the  most  valuable  and  most  ex- 
posed. Has  any  direct  reasoning  been  offered, 
on  general  prindplea,  or  from  the  oonstitutlon, 
to  prove  that  though  slaves  are  property,  they 
are  not  to  be  oonddered  snoh  f  Not  s  sointaUa 
of  reason  has  been  presented  to  support  Uie  po- 
sition. The  only  thing  like  argument  whidi 
has  been  attempted,  is  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  WnnTUtSBT,)  that 
it  has  not  been  the  usage  of  the  Qovernment  to 
pay  in  such  cases ;  but  all  the  instances  he  has 
cited,  have  been  shown  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  present  If  they  were  applicable,  I  would, 
on  that  aooount,  c^l  upon  the  House  now  to 
come  to  a  correct  deoidon  in  this  case,  and  set- 
tle the  true  principle.  It  has  been  urged  that 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
with  certain  news,  oonsidered  daves  as  per- 
sons, they  are  but  a  qualified  proper^,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  paid  for.  Yon  may  sdse 
the  property  for  the  pnblio  use— deprive  llie 
owner  of  the  services  of  his  slave,  and  carry 
him  into  danger  even  of  the  loss  of  hb  life, 
and  if  he  be  injured  or  destroyed,  you  will  not 
pay  I  I  will  tell  the  gentlemen  in  a  word  why 
slaves  are  property :  They  are  snch  in  respect 
of  the  ri^ht  of  the  owner  to  sell  them ;  not  like 
the  relation  between  master  and  apprentice,  or 
father  and  son,  where  there  is  a  contract  or  a 
ri^t  to  the  temporary  service — but  it  is  the 
absolute  power  of  dispodng  of  the  slave  alto- 
^ther,  that  makes  mm  property.  Again, 
sir,  the  owner  of  the  slave  paj^  a  tax  on  him, 
as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate; 
and  that  is  the  peculiar  badge  of  private  prop- 
erty in  relation  to  Giovemment.  The  slave 
was  property,  sir,  before  this  Qovernment  was 
formed — was  such  nnder  the  laws  of  the  States, 
and  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  he  had  been 
held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  t>efore. 
This  General  Gkivemment  found  slaves  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  Its 

Sower  cannot  impugn  the  right.  It  shall  not 
efine  property  but  must  take  it  as  it  was,  and 
construe  the  consUtntion,  which  enjoins  com- 
pensation for  ity  when  taken  for  public  use, 
with  reference  to  what  is  property  in  the 
States.  If  tliiB  Government  takes  daves  for 
ihe  public  use,  in  any  emergency,  it  can  <miy 
touch  them  as  the  property  of  the  owner ;  not 
aa  citizens,  for  they  are  not  snch;  and  they 
cannot  be  enlisted  as  soldiers,  or  enrolled  in 
the  militia.  They  cannot  be  enlisted,  because 
they  are  slaves,  and  cannot  contract ;  and  they 
cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  because  the 
fundamental  militia  act  of  1793,  excludes  all 
bat  fl-ee  white  mdes.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  do  away  this  right  of  property,  by 
comparing  daves  with  apprentices;  but  ther 
are  citizens,  and  participate  in  the  rights  ana 
borthens  of  the  Government,  and  are  not  prop- 
ertj.  The  force  of  this  suggestion,  however, 
has  been  triumphantly  put  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louidana,  by  the  brief  answer,  that 
if  there  were  any  analogy,  it  might  prove  thaA 
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th«  muter  of  an  ftpprentiee  was  also  entitled  to 
remaneration  for  hu  loaa,  bnt  not  that  the  own* 
era  of  alavee  are  not  so  entitled. 

Mr.  StrnaBLAND  said  he  would  advance  hie 
reaaoDS  in  favor  of  the  amendroeot,  making 
eom[>eTisation  for  the  loss  of  the  slave,  occnr- 
ring  from  his  working  at  the  entrenchments  at 
Hew  Orleans.  In  the  conrse  of  the  argument, 
■ome  gentlemen  had  urged  the  propriety  of 
paying  for  the  time  the  slave  vas  in  the  ser* 
vice,  but  did  not  feel  disposed  to  go  any  further. 
He  was  willing  to  pay  the  loss  the  master  had 
sustained.  And  it  was  a  matter  of  no  con- 
seqnMMse  to  him,  ao  far  as  related  to  his  vote, 
vlietlier  the  man  was  impressed,  or  was  vol- 
nntarily  sent  by  his  mastw.  To  My  the  owner 
for  the  hire  of  this  slave,  was  not,  in  his  opinion, 
"  full  compensation."  He  s^d  he  would  sus- 
tain the  propriety  of  his  argument  from  the 
&ot,  that,  although  a  soldier  receives  his 
monthly  pay,  yet  if  he  should  die  in  the  ser- 
Tioe,  a  penuon  is  allowed  to  his  wife.  This  is 
a  matter  of  reparation.  It  is  intended  to  be  in 
tlie  natore  of  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  one^s 
services,  upon  which  the  wife  looked  for  sup- 
port. He  s^d,  if  we  implied  this  principle  to 
the  owoet  of  the  slave,  who  has  lost  his  ser- 
TioM,  there  can  be  bnt  little  difficulty  in  coming 
to  a  correct  conclniion  upon  this  subject.  And 
that,  in  hii  opinion,  would  be  by  voting  for  the 
amendment  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Etbbett  said :  In  the  first  place,  in  reply 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  which  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (Mr.  LivmosTOx)  professed  himself 
tinable  fuUy  to  answer,  I  would  observe,  that 
it  appears,  from  the  original  papers  of  the  case, 
that  the  slave  impressed  sustained  an  injury 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy ;  that  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  eye,  and  In  the  left  arm,  deprived 
of  faia  eye,  and  permanendy  weakened  in  his 
Umb ;  so  tiiat  the  iqjarr  snfl^red  was  the  direct 
and  not  the  oonseqaential  effect  the  impress- 
ment In  answer  to  the  otlier  demand  of  the 
same  gentleman,  viz:  for  a  measure  of  dam- 
ages, 1  would  fiartber  observe,  said  Mr.  E.,  that 
a  tribnnal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  usual  one  in 
such  cases,  two  or  three  neighbors  had  testified 
that  they  conceived  the  owner  of  the  slave  to 
have  suffered  an  injury,  to  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  now  claimed.  This  testimony 
may  be  seen  among  the  original  papers  of  the 
case ;  which,  thongh  too  long  to  be  convenient- 
ly read,  may  be  consulted  by  my  gentleman, 
at  the  derk*s  table. 

The  real  merits  of  the  qnestion,  said  Mr. 
may,  in  my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower 
limits  than  might  be  supposed,  from  the  wide 
range  of  the  discusnon.  The  claim  arises  under 
that  provision  of  the  constitution — the  amend- 
mMit  of  the  constitution — by  which  it  is  goar- 
anteed  that  "private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tion." Now,  sir,  by  rejecting  this  amenoment, 
we  virtnally  introduce  into  this  provision  of 
jtbe  ocmstitation,  the  qnalificatioo  "excepting 


slaves."  We  malu  it  read,    nm-  sbatll  ptivm 

{>rDperty,  excepting  sUves,  be  taken  for  tbe  pnV 
te  use,  withoat  Jost  ocnnpensaticHi."  I  am  ptv- 
pared  to  say,  without  scruple,  that  if^  at  tbe 
time  of  disousnng  and  adopting  this  anwDd- 
ment  to  the  constitution,  it  had  been  propotd 
to  insert  such  a  qualification  of  it,  it  wcmld  have 
been  fatal,  not  merely  to  tbe  amendment,  btf 
to  the  constitution  itself.  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  to  tbe  candor  and  common  sense  of  every 
gentleman  in  tbe  House,  whether  a  prt^KM- 
tion  going,  in  effect,  to  say,  that  "private  prn»- 
erty  in  d^ves,  might  be  taken  for  tbe  pnbtie 
use,  withont  Just  compensation,"  would  have 
hoea  entertuned  for  a  moment,  when  the 
amendments  to  Hie  constitution  were  adopted. 

There  is,  I  own,  continued  Mr.       one  view 
of  the  matter,  which  struck  me  with  some  force, 
as  an  objection  to  the  allowance  of  this  claka. 
Admitting  the  principle  that  property  imprea- 
ed  into  the  public  service  is  to  be  paid  for,  the 
measure  of  compensation  is  to  be  songfat,  in 
what  would  have  been  tiie  terms  of  a  contract, 
had  the  property  been  taken  under  contract 
with  the  owner  and  not  impressed.    Kow  it 
may  be  said,  that  no  person  hiring  a  slave, 
would  insure  his  life,  which  we  Tirtoall/  do 
if  we  pay  tide  claim.  This  olfjeotion,  howerer, 
seems  to  me  only  plaodble.    Suppose  tbe 
mayor  of  Hew  Orleans,  instead  of  impreaeiog  4 
slave,  had  otHoe  to  his  owner,  mi  proposed  to 
hire  him,  wonld  not  tbe  owner,  in  making  his 
terms,  have  said,  "  this  is  no  oonunon  case  of 
service ;  you  want  the  men,  not  to  work  in  your 
garden  or  plantations,  but  on  ti>e  lines,  where  ha 
is  to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from 
morning  to  night   I  cannot  yield  him  at  the 
usual  rate  of  wages ;  I  must  be  paid  according 
to  the  peculiarly  dangerous  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice."   Such  would  be  the  language  of  tbe 
owner;  and  the  least  he  would  ^nand  would 
be  indemnity  against  tbe  damage  aetoaDy  sus- 
tained ;  on  the  common  princdple  of  contracts 
he  ought  to  have  more ;  he  oo^it  to  be  indem- 
nified ag^nst  the  risk  of  the  total  lose  of  the 
slave.   I  therefore  know  of  no  better  measure 
of  the  compensation,  to  which  D'Auterive  is 
now  entitieo,  than  that  which  is  found  in  these 
documents — the  judgment  of  tbe  Physician— 
the  opinion  of  tiie  neighbors,  that  a  loss  to  the 
amount  claimed  has  been  sustained:  for  it  was 
sustained  by  tbe  direct  effect  of  exposure  to 
danger,  known  to  exist  when  tbe  man  was  sub- 
jected to  it,  and  against  which  his  ownor  would 
have  stipulated  in  a  contract. 

I  cannot  admit,  said  Mr.  E.,  thst  tiie  nature 
'  of  the  ri^ht  of  impressment,  or,  if  you  i^ease, 
the  quahty  of  the  act  of  impressment  neces- 
sarily comes  into  discusdfHi  here.  We  are  not 
now  called  to  legalize  ^  I  may  use  that  wwd) 
the  act,  by  whldi  this  property  was  irapressecC 
We  did  tiiat  at  the  last  session  of  Congitsi. 
We  paid  D'Auterive  for  his  other  property, 
taken  at  the  same  time.  On  the  paseage<tf  the 
bill,  making  appropriation  foe  him,  I  do  not 
find  that  a  olTkfw  took  ^aee.  The  yeas  and 
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nays  do  not  appear  to  have  been  asked.  I  can- 
not find  the  name  of  either  of  mj  friends 
from  New  York  (Messrs.  Wood  and  Stobbb)  on 
record  against  the  allowance  made  to  Marigny 
D'Autenre  last  THnter.  It  is  therefore  not 
now  a  question^  whether  we  shall  adopt  the 
aot,_  bj  which  this  man's  property  was  impress- 
ed into  the  pablio  servioe ;  but  whether,  having 
paid  him  for  a  part  of  it,  and  with  a  report  from 
the  Oommlttee  of  Chums  in  favor  of  another 
part,  we  shall  refttse  to  pay  this  remaining  por- 
tion. If  we  do  refose,  it  most  be  on  strong 
grounds,  applicable  to  this  partionlar  part  of 
the  property.  The  preliminary  question  has 
been  settled. 

If  r.  R  said  he  should  not  enter  into  the  oon- 
iideralion  of  the  precedents.  Among  all  which 
had  been  cited,  there  appeared  to  be  but  one 
of  tsa  impressed  Edare,  and  that  one  was  not  a 
case  ^y  in  point;  beeanse  the  h^jnry  sna- 
tained,  although  probably  the  effect  of  the  ez- 
posnre,  was  not  certain^  so.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  it  were  folly  in  point,  it  would  stilt 
make  but  a  single  precedent  hitherto  produced, 
against  such  an  allowance  as  is  now  asked :  an  in- 
snfBcient  ground  certainly  for  refusing  to  pay  for 
a  part  of  the  property,  while  you  pay  for  the  rest. 

The  aigumeat  against  this  claim  drawn 
from  the  analogy  with  the  case  of  miuors 
and  apprentices,  who  might  die  in  the  military 
service  of  the  country,  said  Kr.  £.,  I  heard 
with  some  pun.  There  seems  to  me  no  resem- 
blance, scarce  a  diadow  a£  likeness,  in  the 
oases.  What  rir,  ahall  we  adopt  ui  analogy, 
whioh  would  nuke  the  free  citizen  we 
country,  because  he  lacks  a  year  or  two  of 
the  term  of  legal  majority,  the  property  of  his 
master  I  The  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  his 
master  or  father  has  a  qualified  property  in  his 
serrices ;  and  this  is  balanced  by  obligations 
essentially  reducing  the  value  of  that  property 
in  a  pecuniary  view.  Besides  this,  the  analogy 
supposes  what  cannot  happen.  The  minor  and 
^prentice  cannot  be  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  country.  If  they  enter  it  at  all  it  must 
be  after  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  supreme 
l^l^Blative  anthorityof  the  country,  emanoit)at- 
iii^  the  son  from  the  patria  pote$ta$,  making 
the  apprentice  »ui  juri»,  and  thenceforward 
competent  to  form  with  the  country  the  con- 
Inot  of  military  service.  When  he  has  thus 
altered  by  contract  into  the  military  service  of 
tbe  coTmti7,  he  is  there  for  himself  for  his  own 
rights  as  a  citizen.  No  doubt  such  a  law  is 
an  invasion  of  the  interest  of  the  P&>'€iit  or 
master,  in  the  minor's  services.  The  law, 
which  has  been  referred  to,  recognized  this,  in 
assigning  them  a  part  of  the  bounty  money ; 
but  it  is  a  kind  of  interest,  which  if  extended 
to  a  claim  for  an  indemnity  in  money,  for  the 
loH  ot  tbe  life  of  a  free  citizen,  would  be  in  op- 
petition  to  the  qiirit  of  all  onr  institutions. 

The  case  of  the  slave  impressed  is  totally 
Afferent.  The  analogy  fails  in  the  most  im- 
Mfftiat  points.  He  does  not  enter  into  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  oountry  by  contract.  He 


cannot  contract.  His  master  has  not  oontraoted 
for  his  slave.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  moment, 
when,  by  Ute  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
oonntxy,  he  is  the  property  of  his  owner,  the 
GoTMiunent  comes  by  force,  takes  him  awi^, 
and  destroys  lum  in  the  pnUio  service.  To 
make  the  ease  parallel,  we  must  soppose  an  act 
of  the  Government  eman(upating  the  slaves^ 
and  enabling  them  to  enlist  in  thetarmy. 
Wonld  any  Government  think  of  passing  a  law 
dmply  emancipating  t^ie  slaves  of  its  citizens^ 
without  making  any  compensation  to  their 
owners  f  Such  an  act  would  indicate  a  tyranny, 
as  absolute  as  any  that  ever  oppressed  a  people. 
It  had  lately  been  objected,  with  jostice,  by 
Lord  Howell,  to  the  views  of  those  benevolent 
persons  in  England,  who  were  contemplating 
the  abolition  of  slaveiy,  that:  they  looked  too 
much  to  the  condition  ttf  the  slave,  and  too  lit- 
tle to  tbe  ri^ts  of  the  master ;  and  that  tbe 
ideas  of  emancipation  and  compensation  ought 
to  go  hand  and  hand. 

Mr.  Allet,  of  Massadbusetts,  said  he  consid- 
ered that  the  right  of  the  master  in  the  slave 
was  fonnded  solely  if  the  municipal  law  of  the 
place,  and  he  was  bonnd  to  respect  the  right, 
as  assured  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  this 
relation  is  recognized,  and  discldmed  all  right 
to  interfere  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government.  The  subject  was  exclusively  with- 
in the  competenoe  of  the  States  where  slavery 
exists,  and  tdiis  Government  has  no  anthoritj 
or  power  over  It.  St^  there  was  a  disHnotion 
between  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave^ 
and  that  of  tbe  owner  of  other  sntjects  of  pTOp- 
erty.  Tbe  right  of  the  master  rests  solely  in 
the  municipal  law  of  the  place,  and  is  limited 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  If  the  slave, 
therefore,  pass  out  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  into 
a  Government  which  does  not  recognize  this 
kind  of  property,  tbe  right  of  the  master  faUs, 
there  being  no  law  to  sustain  it.  Not  so  with 
other  property.  This  is  founded  in  a  principle 
of  universal  law,  and  the  right  of  the  owner 
is  recognized  and  jnoteoted  In  every  invilized 
countiT.  It  was  on  account  of  tins  distinction 
that  the  holders  of  slaves  thouriit  an  eatress 
provision  necessary  in  the  Fedenu  oonstitnticn, 
in  order  that  they  might  redidm  them  when 
fonod  in  States  where  the  mnnidpal  law  doea 
not  authorize  this  kind  o£  property.  If  this 
property  had  rested  on  the  same  foundation  as 
other  property,  no  such  provision  wonld  have 
been  necessary.  The  owner  might  have  tcdEen 
it  under  the  universal  law,  as  he  might  oliier 
property,  or  might  have  found  redress  in  the 
courts  in  the  l^e  manner.  It  belongs  to  the 
mnnicipal  law  to  settle  relations  between  indi- 
vtdoal^to  regnlate  the  rights  between  private 
men.  The  right  of  the  Govwnmwt  Qvet  the 
person,  and  to  the  property  of  the  ratizen,  per- 
tains to  the  pnblic  law,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  the  law  of  empire. 

Hr.  Hailb  said  he  r<»e  principally  for  iba 
purpose  of  nrging,  at  this  late  hour,  a  decln<n 
of  tae  question,  as  he  was  satisfied,  in  his  own 
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miod,  that  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman  was  ■ 
made  up ;  and  that  there  are  other  and  great 
intereatB  to  be  consulted,  that  are  now  delayed 
by  this  protracted  discossion.  He  would  ask 
if  any  good  result  is  expected  to  grow  out  of 
the  disonssioD  of  matters,  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  have  no  reference  to  itt  He  re- 
membered that  when  the  memorable  Missouri 

auestian  was  agitated,  and  discussed,  with  all 
lie  exoitement  that  grew  out  of  it,  that  the ; 
hopes  of  the  daves  for  freedom  were  strongly 
excited — exdted  in  some  States  even  to  rewl- 
lion,  of  which  melancholy  examples  were  the 
oonsequencea.  He  wonld  not  aay  that  Btnne  of 
the  langnage  osed  and  ottered  in  this  debate 
might  spread  the  same  conta^oos  influence 
abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  country  in 
whose  peace  and  welfare  he  should  always 
feel  a  lively  interest.  To  avert  a  calamity  like 
this,  was  his  principal  inducement  for  trespass- 
ing on  the  time  of  the  House.  Sir,  the  hopes 
of  tbe  slaves  for  freedom  may  be  inspired  by 
gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only 
add  anotber  link  to  the  chun  that  fetters  this 
population ;  they  only  ai^  to  that  quantum  of 
mteery  that  the  people  of  the  SouUi  have  at- 
tempted to  mitigate  by  kindness. 

No  soitieroan  has,  he  believed,  pretended  to 
deny  the  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  unqual- 
ified right  of  the  dare  owner.  This  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  ridea.  But,  in  order  to  resist  the 
daim,  ^ntlemen  say,  and  so  do  the  committee, 
that  this  *'  species  of  property  "  is  not  a  fit  sub- 
ject for  indemnity ;  and  that  the  Government 
have  never  regarded  slaves  as  property.  I  will 
not  condescend  to  argue  on  such  a  proposition ; 
I  will  not  condescend  to  argue  the  fact,  whether 
daves  are  property  to  the  master,  or  ever  were 
lenrded  by  the  Qovenunent  as  auch. 

The  only  true  question  seemed  to  him  to  be, 
whether  the  officer,  under  the  exigencies  of  a 
■tote  of  war,  may  not  impress  the  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen !  I  place  slaves  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  property.  Yon  can  make  no 
distinction,  and  all  the  arguments  in  the  world 
oonld  not  weaken  this  pontion— a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  constitution — protected  and 
defined  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several 
States.  On  this  question  no  reasonable  man 
can  hesitate  for  one  moment.  The  right  of  im- 
pressment has  been  admitted  by  this  House  for 
many  years,  in  the  payment  of  various  claims 
of  inmvidoals  for  property  impressed.  Will 
we  stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives  that  op- 
erated on  the  mind  of  a  military  commander, 
invested  and  clothed  witii  all  that  power  that 
springs  from  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm,  that 
power  that  originates  from  neoessify,  that  Imows 
no  law — will  we  stop  to  ask,  at  sthui  a  moment 
of  danger  as  that,  whether  the  impressment  of 
property  for  the  public  service,  to  contribute 
to  the  general  good,  was  pastifiable  or  not? 
What  I  when  that  city,  which  is  the  key  of  all 
our  western  States — I  might  say  of  this  empire 
—-was  at  stake,  threatened  with  the  most  terri- 
ble evils  from  an  invading  foe,  was  it  an  hour 


to  cavil  abont  lawt  Keoeam^  dictated  kn 
for  that  occadon,  and  the  resnlt  ctniTinoed  ^ 
world,  that  the  meuu  employed  were  hsasr- 

able. 

Sir,  said  Ifr.  H.,  I  will  not  go  home  and 
my  constituents  that  I  deemed  their  ri^b  <i 
property  so  precarious  as  to  iostify  me  in  tbdr 
defence.  I  would  as  soon  mscnss  a  qnestioi. 
whether  the  wool  which  grows  on  the  sheep  of 
our  northern  brethren  (about  which  ve  Im 
lately  heard  so  mach,  and  shall  soon  bear  mon) 
belongs  to  the  fimner  who  rears  it.  This  ri^ 
of  property  is  saored  In  every  State.  It  eamnt 
be  touched  by  this  House — ^It  cannot  be  reached 
in  ite  le^slative  otmacity.  It  is  beyond 
jurisdiction,  not  omj  of  Congress,  but  of  tht 
Federal  Government.  It  is  a  snlgect  ezchHve- 
ly  of  municipal  regulation — and  if  the  State  ef 
Louisiana  declares  that  slaves  are  propMly,  tlw 
House  must  recognize  them  as  each.  IS  a  Fed- 
eral officer  has  seized  upon  tbe  propterty  bt 
publio  use,  the  ownef  can  demand  ooupea- 
sation,  under  that  clause  of  tiie  constitutua 
which  says, "  private  property  shall  not  be  takes 
for  public  use,  without  jast  compensation. " 

Satubdat,  January  19. 
J)eath  of  Oto.  Eokombe,  E»q. 
As  soon  as  the  Jouroal  of  yesterday  wai 
read, 

Mr.  SwAS,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  addres- 
ed  the  House,  to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  become  my  p^nfhl  du^ 
to  announce  to  the  House  the  melancholy  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  Gbobgb  Holoomb^ 
late  a  Beppesmtative  frvm  New  Jenej. 

To  the  members  of  this  House^ond  especially 
those  who  have  had  the  satis&otion  oi  a  pei^ 
sonal  acquaintance  with  the  deceased,  no  mb- 
ginm  can  be  necessary  from  me. 

Exhausted  by  tbe  pressure  of  a  protracted 
but  unyielding  disease,  he  sunk  into  the  em- 
brace of  death,  i»i  the  morning  of  the  14th  in- 
stant 

To  his  family,  sir,  the  loss  is  irreparable — 
the  affectionate  husband  and  the  kind  parent 
is  no  more. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  tiie  following: 

Setolvedy  That  the  members  of  tbe  House  of 
Representativei,  from  a  siocere  desire  of  showing 
every  marie  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
Hon.  GxoBSS  Holcokbb,  late  a  member  dwreaC 

will  go  into  mourning  one  month,  by  tbe  nsoal 
mode  of  we&ring  ■  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

JUtolvtd,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  di- 
rected to  notify  tbe  Executive  of  New  Jersey  of  the 
vacancy  in  the  rcpreaentation  of  that  State,  by  the 
death  of  Georok  Holcoubs. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted; 
And  the  House,  therei^KW,  amounted. 

TuBBDAT,  January  23. 
Setrenehmmt. 
Mr.  Ohiltov  moved  the  following  nsobi* 

tiona: 


Jietrmekmmtl, 
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1.  Retolved,  That  it  la  expedient  to  discbarge 
bo  National  debt,  without  nnaroidable  delay ;  to 
ccompUsh  wbich  dedrable  object,  a  resort  to 

general  system  of  retrencbment  la  tieceasary. 
Ilia,  it  to  cononred,  can  only  be  effected  by 

First.  A  jodidoiia  redaction  of  the  nnmben  of 
fRoers  reoelTiug  aalariw  or  pay  from  the  General 
Fovemment,  and  of  the  salutes  of  auch  aa  are  ne- 
eSRarily  retained  in  public  aerrice ;  avoiding,  in 
acb  inatance,  the  adoption  of  any  measure  which 
'ould  be  incompatible  with  our  national  (Ugnity, 

Second.  By  aroiding  each  and  every  appropria- 
ion  or  expenditure  of  public  money  whion  le  not 
nperiously  denuuided  by  the  jostioe  of  the  claim, 
r  the  neceanties  of  the  Govenunent,  with  a  liew 
0  its  effii^ent  opentlon  In  a  apbit  of  repuUieao 
impUcity  and  economy. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  matters  and  (binge  con- 
aioed  in  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to 
he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heani,  with  Instnic* 
Ions  to  report  to  this  House  what  offloes,  in  th^ 
•pinion,  maybe  most advantageoosly  discontinued, 
rhat  aalaiiei  will  reasonably  bear  reduction,  and 
uch  other  means  of  retrenehmeDt  aa  to  them  may 
eem  neeesMuy. 

Mr.  ICoDunn  (OhalrmaQ  of  the  Committee 
>f  Wajs  and  Ueans)  siUd  that  he  shonld  be 
')ai  to  hear  eome  specifications  of  the  ohjeots 
o  whioh  the  mover  of  the  resolntions  wished 
o  direct  the  committee's  attention.  He  should 
>e  sorry  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
honld  be  obliged  to  revise  the  whole  system 
>f  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Civil 
apartment,  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The 
ibstraot  propositions  in  the  resolotion  were 
«rti^nly  joBt  It  was  very  desirable  that  the 
mneoesaary  expense  of  Government  ahonld  be 
"edaced ;  uiat  the  pnblio  debt  ahonld  be  pud ; 
md  that  economy  in  the  jmblio  expenditures 
ihoidd  be  promoted.  Bat  reaHy,  as  the 
-esolntion  now  stood,  he  woold  feel  at  a 
088  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.  If 
he  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  diminish 
he  number  of  nulitary  o£Bcers,  he  ongfat  to 
tiave  directed  an  inqniry  by  the  Committee 
>n  Mihtary  Affurs.  If  he  was  desiroos  of  re- 
incing  the  nomber  of  officers  in  the  Navy, 
ar  rauter,  of  preventing  their  mineoessary  in- 
srease,  the  reeolntion  ought  to  have  been  sent 
bo  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  bnt  it  did 
not  appertain  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  to  h^,  whether  the  several  braiwhea  of 
the  pablio  establishments  were,  or  were  not, 
too  large. 

2&.  Ohutov,  in  reply  to  Hr.  IfoDtTFEia's 
inqniry,  sad  in  support  and  explanation  of  his 
proposition,  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  as 

follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  resolntions  which  I  have 
Just  had  the  honor  to  submit,  contemplate,  in 
the  first  place,  the  establishment  of  one  grand 
national  truth — a  truth,  indeed,  of  axiomatic 
character,  to  wit :  that  a  national  debt  is  a  na- 
tional curse,  and  should,  hence,  be  liquidated, 
and  discharged  with  all  convenient  despatdi. 
This  doctrine  is,  indeed,  not  only  unlike,  hut 
the  reverse  of  that  whioh  has  been  again  and 


CH.  or  U. 

again  contended  for  by  some  members  of  this 
community;  and  which,  to  some  extent,  it 
would  seem,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our 
conduct;  but  experience,  the  most  tmsty  of 
all  monitors,  has  at  last  exploded  the  heresy, 
and  the  American  people  begin  to  look  with 
fond  concern  to  that  shrine,  upon  which  they 
will  be  able  to  proclaim  themselves  politically, 
civilly,  religiously,  and  morally  free. 

The  renuHudw  of  my  prbposilion  divides 
itself  into  three  parts.  The  two  first  are  mere 
specifications  under  the  general  maxim,  first 
attempted  to  be  established,  and  designed  to 
designate  the  means  by  which  its  object  can  be 
accomplished.  The  third  relates  merely  to  the 
conmiittee  of  this  House  to  which  the  whole 
subject-matter  should  be  referred.  To  each  of 
these  considerations  I  shall  attend ;  but,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  ooostramed,  by  a  remark  whioh 
fell  from  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  McDuTFiB,)  to  invert,  to  some  ex- 
tent the  order  in  which  I  should  have  conud- 
ered  tiiem,  and  first  to  speak  of  the  oommittee 
to  wUeh  the  rtferenoe  should  be  made. 

Sir,  I  am  consdons  that,  as  A  young  man, 
and  a  new  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
its  lenity  alone  I  shall  be  indebted  for  the  d»- 
votion  of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  a  view 
of  this  subject,  which,  when  submitted  by  me, 
must  stand  or  fall  upon  its  intrinsic  merits  or 
demerits.  A  su^^tion  haa  been  made,  that 
in  submitting  a  resolution  of  this  character,  I 
should  specifically  name  the  officers  whose  ser- 
vices I  would  dispense  with,  the  salaries  I 
would  reduce,  and  the  expenses  I  would  cur- 
tail. All  this  would  I  do :  and  more  if  in  my 
power.  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able  to  do  this — 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  reference  at 
all,  would  be  altogether  si^rseded.  I  oould 
then  move  on  with  a  bill,  directly  embracing 
my  views — but,  in  the  present  case,  I  am  ntn- 
ated  aa  is  the  physician,  who  knows  his  patient 
to  be  diseased— yet  knows  not  where  tne  dis- 
ease is  located,  nor  the  remedy  which  will 
heal  it. 

Mr.  Speaker :  In  relation  to  that  part  of  my 
resolution  which  supposes  the  existence  of  a 
greater  number  of  officers,  who  are  receiving 
pay  or  salaries  from  the  Government,  than  are 
necessary  to  attend  to  its  concerns.  I  am  guided 
and  influenced  by  the  long  list  which  is  annu- 
ally presented  to  this  House.  X  am  further  in- 
flaeooed  in  the  formation  ot  my  opinion,  by 
information  received  from  various  sources,  en- 
titled to  my  confidence  and  to  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  that  there  are  many  sinecures  in 
office ;  men,  sir,  who,  to  give  the  plain  English 
of  the  matter,  are  feasting  and  fattening  upon 
the  Treasury :  rendering,  in  the  mean  time,  no 
services,  nor,  indeed,  having  any  to  render  to 
the  country.  If  gentlemen  seek  for  specifica- 
tions under  this  general  remark,  (as  it  may  be 
considered,)  I  would  observe,  that  I  am  in- 
formed our  Navy  list  is  crowded;  that,  at 
West  Point,  perhaps,  from  thirty  to  fifty  cadets 
have  been  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Got- 
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enuneDt  who  are  wholly  destitute  of  employ- 
nent ;  that  a  fifth  auditor  was  appointed  for  a 
time  which  has  of  coarse  passed  away,  and  on- 
der  circamstADces  which  exist  no  more,  nor 
longer  require  his  intervention  or  aid;  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  most  of  the  public  offices,  more 
derka  are  employed  than  are  necessary  to 
transact  the  bneiness  of  them  req>ectively — 
some  receiviDg  pay  from  pnhlic  appropriations ; 
others  from  the  "Contingent''  Fond.  K 
upon  these  subjects,  I  am  correctly  informed,  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  reform  or  rain  will 
constitute  with  ns  the  dotnug  scene. 

It,  in  the  next  place,  becomes  my  duty  to 
allude,  at  least,  to  salaries  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, would  reasonably  bear  redaction.  Here, 
rir,  though,  I  hope,  with  honest  motives,  I  am 
situated  differently  from  some  of  my  fHends 
upon  this  floor.  They  insist  that  they  know 
not  where  to  seek  a  be^nning  poin^  nor  in 
what  region  to  look  for  a  salaiy  npon  whidi  to 
commenqB  the  work  or  operation  of  redaction. 

I,  on  the  one  hand,  know  not  what  part  of  the 
body  politje  is  most  infected,  and  demands  the 
most  speedy  temedy.  Ifl  however,  sir,  I  am 
compelled  to  particularize,  I  present  the  long 
list  of  salaries  as  fit  subjects  for  amputation. 
AmoufTst  the  rest,  I  most  not  ne^ect  to  bestow 
a  more  specific,  though  a  passing  notice,  apon 
the  pay  received  by  members  of  Congress,  who 
are  sitting  hero  at  their  ease,  receiving  eight 
dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  and  eight  dol- 
lars for  each  twenty  miles  travelled,  in  reach- 
ing and  retami^  from  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government,  This,  nr,  is  the  last  modification 
of  the  ever-memorable  Compensation  Law.*' 
FrevioBS  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  members 
of  Congress  received,  for  th^  services,  only 
RX  dollars  per  day..  We  bad  then  councils  as 
wise  and  dignified  as  at  present ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  our  Legislative 
Halls  filled  with  honorable  and  Intelligent  men, 
if  the  compensation  were  reduced.  A  reason, 
and  a  strong  one  too — for  this  reduction,  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  our  country  is  oppressed, 
and  that  the  frnits  of  domestic  indostry,  in- 
gtead  of  price,  command  a  mere  pittance ;  not 
half  so  much  as  when  aspirants  for  Beats  in 
Congress  filled  the  ranks,  as  mere  volnnteers, 
without  tlie  formalities  of  a  draft. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  this  snbject 
which  I  am  bound  to  notice,  relate  to  the  im- 
portance of  avoiding  unnecessary  expenditures 
of  public  money,  for  onr  own  accommodation, 
and  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  exer- 
cise of  caution  and  prudence,  in  makiug  ap- 

i>ropriation8  to  meet  the  clMms  of  others.  If 
t  oe  demanded  of  me  to  know,  what  departure 
fivm  the  rules  of  republican  simplicity  and 
economy  I  have  witnessed  here,  and  which  I 
conceive  to  fall  subject  to  the  first  of  my  two 
last  divisions,  by  way  of  answer  I  can  oi^y  re- 
quest  yoa,  Mr.  .  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes 
around  this  spacious  Hall,  each  monkiiig,  upon 
entering  it — see  upwards  of  200  tables  piled 
with  printed  docomesta — private  or  local  mat* 


ters — interesting,  perhaps,  only  to  coe  woUtmry 
individual  in  the  whole  Cnion — *  string  of  aS- 
d&vits,  certificates,  letters,  or  deposHknis,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  as  long  as  tbe  Mord 
Law  ;  yet  all  most  be  printed  !    This  matter, 
which  gentlemen  may  consider  nnimportas^ 
is,  to  my  mind,  a  ciyuig  eviL  If  embers  fraa 
the  £ast,  and  North,  and  Sonth,  ma.j,  fnm  tU 
circatnstance  of  their  having  been  rocked  h 
cradles  of  Inzory  and  ease,  think  it  a  naS 
matter  to  expend  small  sums  of  public  money. 
But,  sir,  the  Western  people,  parti  colariy  that 
portion  of  them  whom  I  represent,  h»Te,  opce 
the  subject,  bnt  one  voice ;  it  is,  so  far  as  1  no-  i 
derstand  it^  that  which  I  have  spoken.    Ther  i 
have  liberally  contribnted  to  the  support  of  { 
your  Government  in  peace— they  bave  nebij 
defended  it  in  war — and  are,  therefore,  enthkd  i 
to  their  weight  upon  this  fioor.    I  say,  in  that 
name,  that  we  are  gliding  imperceptiUy  dowi 
the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of  extrava- 
gance and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  a 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  Ka- 
tionu  Bankmptt^  and  rain.   Tbis  argnmcBt, 
rir,  gentiemen  may  attempt  to  answer,  by  k- 
risting  that  my  picture  is  too  gloomy — tbat  we 
are  prosperous — that  universal  peace  prevails —  I 
that  our  nation  is  powerful — and  tbat,  there- 
fore, we  may  indulge,  to  some  extent,  in  extrav- 
agance.  Permit  nie,  sir,  to  suggest,  that  indns- 
tiy  and  frugality,  not  indolence  and  prodigality, 
are  the  legitimate  par^ts  of  nationial  prosper- 
ity ;  and  tiiat  financial  ability  preserves  peaee 
— and  that  the  worst  of  all  independent  condi- 
tions, in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  which 
a  nation  is  {daoed;  "having  nothing  to  depcad 
upon." 


WxDNBSDAT,  January  28. 
Setrenehtnent. 
The  Honse  resumed  the  consideratitm  ot  tb« 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  CmLxov,  yesterday. 

Mr.  BABifBT  desired  not  to  be  considered  as 
wuiting  in  conrteey  to  tlie  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  when  rising  in  opposition  to 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meaos,  inasmuch  as  the  chair- 
man  of  that  committee  had  expressed  his  on- 
willingness  tliat  they  should  be  thus  referred, 
and  their  merits  conld  be  tested  by  the  discos 
non  which  wonld  be  thus  elicited. 

The  printing  for  this  House  is  the  first  iton 
in  the  list  of  extravagances.  I  grant  yon,  sir, 
tbat  it  does  involve  a  large  expenditure ;  but 
how  is  it  to  be  corrected!  How  regulated? 
Shall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  Mn- 
ployed,  especially  charged  with  the  dnty  of 
designating  what  shall  and  what  shall  not  be 
consi^ed  to  the  press  f  The  task  would  be  as 
invidious  as  it  would  become  irksome  and  ardu- 
ous, and  could  not  fail  to  resnlt  in  disapptnnt- 
ment  and  dissatisfaction.  Sir,  I  hesitate  not  to 
say  that  every  printed  document  submitted  to 
this  House,  viduralDOUS  as  they  are,  are  inter- 
esting to^  and  read  1^,  stnne  of  its  mambei^ 
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and  TOMoy  of  their  constttuenta.  Thef  are  io- 
dlBi>en8able  to  a  general  and  correct  knowledge 
of  each  particolar  case. 

It  is  contended  that  the  salaries  shonld  be 
rednoed.  Whenever  Congress  is  satisfied  that 
mor«  is  allowed  than  is  snfficient  for  a  mere 
Bnbsistenoe,  then  snoh  a  propositioD  may  find 
&Tor.  If  the  Government  dedre  the  services 
of  faithfol  and  intelligent  men,  they  can  onlj 
obtain  them  bj  allowing  saoh  oompensatioa  as 
will  enable  them  to  live  free  from  the  appre- 
hension that  the  wants  of  to-morrow  may  be 
unprovided  for.  While  griping  penmy  stares 
them  in  the  &ce,  and  a  hdpless  family  are  des- 
titate  of  the  ordinary  oomforts  of  life,  the  en- 
ergies of  neither  mind  nor  body  can  be  devoted 
to  the  pnblio  weal.  A  cnrsory  glance  at  the 
operations  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  satisfy  the 
gentleman  that  the  pahlic  debt  is  amply  pro- 
vided for.  Probably,  before  he  retires  from 
pnblio  life,  and  oerttdoly  before  the  expiration 
of  another  Presidential  term,  it  will  not  exist 
even  in  name. 

Thirty  or  forty  officvs  are  supposed  to  be  at 
this  time  nnempu^ed  at  the  Mifita^  Aoadnny 
at  West  Point  The  bill  from  the  Military 
Committee,  now  on  onr  tables,  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  additional  professors,  does  not 
■auction  this  idea.  Having  recently  eujoyol  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted 
vitb  this  valnable  institution  in  all  its  debuls, 
I  can  safely  affirm  that  there  are  neither  super- 
numeraries nor  idlers  connected  with  it.  Pre- 
eentiDg  a  most  interesting  spectacle  of  strict 
order,  and  high  state  of  discipline ;  every  duty, 
Thether  of  tae  soldier  or  the  student,  is  per- 
formed at  its  appointed  time,  without  the  least 
confasion,  and  every  hoar,  from  reveille  to  i 
tatoo,  has  its  appropriate  employments.  Ko 
>inftrift*ii  can  view  snoh  a  aoene  without  strong 
emotions  of  pride  and  gratification — ^he  behol£ 
the  germ  of  fhtare  greatness  to  his  country ; 
for  those  whose  capacity  and  diligence  eoabte 
them  to  attain  the  proud  eminence  to  which 
tiiey  all  aspire — present  themselves  to  the 
world  the  adopted  children  of  their  country, 
qualified  to  be  useful  in  any  situation  In  life, 
either  civil  or  military.  The  impartial  and 
equal  administration  of  Justice  is  one  of  the 
brightest  attributes  in  its  republican  character; 
for,  while  the  son  of  a  sergeant  has  received  its 
highest  honors,  the  descendants  of  Governors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  other  prominent 
men,  are  sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  inca- 
pacity. 

And  now,  air,  last,  not  lea.<it,  I  come  to  our 
noble  selves.  Our  compensation,  sorely  not 
greater  thim  onr  deserts,  must  be  reduced.  I 
can  approach  this  subject  with  a  clear  con- 
science, and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  a 
pure  and  spotless  right  himd,  when  declaring, 
that,  during  many  years  a  public  servant,  not 
one  dollar  of  the  people^s  money  has  enriched 
my  private  coffers.  The  average  pay  of  a 
member  of  Congress  is  about  $1,100  a  year, 
out  of  wld(dk  mnat  be  defrayed  ali  ezpenses 


here  and  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and 
Southern  States,  the  people  require  to  know 

Sersonally  the  candidate  who  asks  their  confi- 
ence ;  hence  it  becomes  his  duty  to  make  a 
tour  through  his  District;  and,  for  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  an  election,  he  is  em- 
ployed in  ridhig  his  circuit,  cultivating  their 
good  will ;  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
recreation :  so  indnstriouaiy  have  I  pursued  it, 
that  there  are  bnt  tew  perMma  to  whom  I  am 
unknown ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  good  old 
horse,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  two  cam- 
paigns, would,  if  a  saddle-bag  was  fixed  on  bis 
oaok,  and  the  whip  ocoasioually  applied,  pre- 
sent himself  in  regular  Buccession,  at  evei^ 
farmer's  door  in  Baltimore  County.  In  a  laive 
double  district,  the  cost  of  about  100,000  tick- 
ets forms  a  considerable  Item  of  expense ;  from 
which  it  Is  indispensable  that  seven  or  eight 
thousand  votes  should  find  their  way  into  the 
ballot  boxes  to  secure  a  seat  here :  a  large 
allowanoe  must  be  made  for  wear  aud  tear,  for 
many  are  Hterally  torn  up.  The  benign  spirit 
of  niUversal  religions  toleration  prevails  through- 
out this  happy  land,  and  nnmerons  temples  of 
worship  to  the  Grmt  Snprem^  rearing  their 
modest  heads,  even  in  tbe  wilderness,  pro- 
claims the  Increase  of  piety  and  religion.  To 
these,  contributions  are  liberally  made;  for 
charity,  like  mercy,  coveretJi  a  multitude  of 
sins,  and  the  Lord  loves  a  cheerful  giver. 
Thus,  the  people's  money  is  returned  to  the 
people ;  and  as  pecuniary  emolument  never  en- 
tered Into  my  consideration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  not  de- 
sired to  enrich  myself  by  compensation.  And 
there  are  many  membera,  living  more  remote 
than  myself^  whose  happiness  is  intimately  om- 
nected  with  tfa^  domutio  drde,  who  are  in- 
duced to  assent  to  a  separation  from  their 
families,  and  expend  here  thousands  more  than 
they  receive.  Once  convinced  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  do  require  that  our  per  mem 
be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  go  farther 
than  is  proposed  by  the  gontieman  from  Ken- 
tucky—I  wUl  vote  for  a  bill  which  shall  de- 
prive us  of  all  compensation,  from  this  day  to 
tbe  expiration  of  my  term ;  but  will  never  give 
my  assent  to  a  resolution  pronouncing  sentence 
of  condemnation,  until  proof  shall  w  adduced 
that  prodigality  and  extravagance  have  eziated 
in  onr  Republic. 

Ur.  Kbbxkb  MUd,  tiiat  it  had  been  with  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolution 
when  it  was  first  offered.  He  had  r^oiced 
that  at  length  a  member  bad  risen  in  his  place, 
and,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  presented  such 
a  resolntion.  Ho  had  himself,  for  three  years 
past,  urged  it  upon  those  who  were  better 
qualified  than  himself  for  the  task,  to  bring 
forward  such  a  proposition.  It  was  with  no 
small  surprise,  he  said,  that  be  beard  this 
proposition  now  aaaailed.  What  was  the  quee- 
tiou  ?  The  whole  amount  of  It  might  be  con- 
tained In  the  compass  of  a  nutshell.  The 
Oommittae  (tf  Wi^  and  Hauu  are^  by  thii 
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resolntion,  called  to  inqnire  whether  a  re- 
trencLment  may  not  be  made  in  the  expendi- 
tores  of  this  Government,  without  detriment 
to  Hie  pablio  good.  K  tbt^  inqnire  and  report 
to  tbe  House  Hiat  do  retrenoliment  can  be 
made,  be  it  so.  Bat  ^e  impreKdon  has  gone 
abroad,  that  we  old-faahioned  Republicans  are 
getting  corrupt,  and  are  extravagant.  I  want 
to  know  whether  any  evil  can  result  from 
orderly  snoh  an  inquiry  as  this?  Who  are 
ve  f  We  are  but  men ;  and  the  most  exalted 
of  our  species  are  stamped  with  imperfection 
and  frailty.  It  is  well  known  that  unlawful 
longings  too  frequently  mark  the  character  of 
men  in  power.  Does  any  one  donbt  that  the 
imblio  expenses  may  be  too  great,  when  they 
look  at  tne  march  of  private  extravaganee  f 
"When  tiiey  consider  the  evils  that  are  exhibited 
in  these  ten  miles  aqnare  t  I  feel  regret  tliat 
moh  an  example  shoold  be  set  at  the  seat  of 
Government.  If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  sqoare,  he  should  not  so  much  regret  it, 
bat  &»  force  of  example,  in  this  Bepreaenta- 
tive  Repablio,  was  most  peraicioas.  Members 
of  this  House  witness  continnally  the  extrava- 
gance which  is  engendered  here — they  insensi- 
bly imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neighborhoods.  A  Republican  Government 
may  be  safe,  so  long  as  its  main  stream  is  kept 
in  purity.  But  when  the  main  stream  is  cor- 
rnpted,  all  the  tributary  streams  partake  of  its 
pollution,  till  at  length  it  i^reada  like  an  incn- 
bua  over  the  whole  land,  we  are  told  that  the 
aalaries  of  our  pablio  oflBcers  are  not  too  high. 
I  wish  to  see  uiem  rednoed,  and  I  want  that 
tte  officers  themselves  should  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  their  duty  within  their  offices,  I  don't 
want  to  flimish  them  with  cash  to  travel 
through  the  land  and  make  dinner  speeches.  I 
would  give  them  what  is  fair  and  reasonable, 
but  womd  encourage  no  extravagance.  I,  for 
one,  trust  that  the  resolution  will  at  least  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  and  that 
we  shall  have  the  report  of  that  committee  as 
to  what  offioers  can  have  their  salaries  our- 
t^ed ;  and  then,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  vir- 
tue and  firmness  enough  in  the  Honse  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  all  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Hr.  BuoHAVAiT  said  he  could  not  concur  In 
cpiniop  with  tiie  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Basnet,)  that  no  necessity  for  reform  ex- 
isted at  the  present  time.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  it  is  necessary  that  all  the  public  ex- 
penditures should  be  subjected  to  a  most  ri^d 
examination.  That  abuses  do  exist,  which 
ought  to  be  remedied,  I  do  not  entertain  a  par- 
ticle of  donbt.  Whilst  this  is  my  deliberate 
conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  this 
is  not  the  proper  period  for  reform.  Our  duty 
at  present,  is,  to  transact  the  neoeesary  public 
bn^esB  of  the  oountry,  and  to  go  home  as 
Boon  as  we  can.  I  will  say,  however,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Obilton,)  that 
whoever  shall  andertake  the  work  of  reform, 
cannot  accomplish  his  purpose  by  such  a  reso- 
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Intion  as  that  now  before  the  Honse.  He  nsc 
go  to  work  systematically.  He  must  pattendr 
and  laboriously  ferret  out  one  abuse  after  tW 
other,  himad^  instead  of  izopoong  that  labv 
upon  others.  Soch  a  task  cannot  be  pwifutnirf 
by  referring  a  general — an  anlimited  uid  vads- 
fined  resolntion,  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
Means  at  this  period,  when,  I  tmet,  half 
session  has  elapsed.  I  should  not  hare  rim, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  to  say  one  word, 
I  not  believe  that  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  ti» 
Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasary  imperionely  de- 
mands of  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  tbe 
duties  which  that  officer  performs.  The  gea* 
tleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cmt,Toir)  new 
ooold  have  investigated  tbe  anbiect^  wfam  fas 
informed  the  House,  that  offiee  bad  beea  en- 
ated  for  purposes  which  no  longw  exist.  Tbm 
office  was  created  in  March,  1817.  Its  dutia 
originally  consisted  in  andituie  and  settiii^  Jl 
the  accounts  connected  with  toe  Z>epartnient  d 
State.  These  duties  embraced  all  the  nocaeak 
relating  to  our  intercourse  with  foreign  natioBi. 
Since  this  office  was  created,  those  duties  mmt 
have  been  doubled.  The  indei>endenee  <i 
Sonth  America  has  since  g^ven  birth  to  a  ne« 
swarm  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diplomatic  Agents, 
and  Consuls  along  the  shores  both  of  the  »oa Ui- 
em Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  accomdi 
must  all  be  audited  by  this  officer. 

The  same  observation  is  applicable  to  the 
aeoonnts     the  Poat  Offioe  Deiwrtnient.  Tioi 
officer  is  the  auditor  of  all  tbe  aoconnta  4tf  aB 
the  postmasters,  and  all  the  mail  oontraetor^ 
in  the  United  States.  The  new  energy  iniiMd 
into  this  Department,  by  the  exoeUent  office 
now  at  its  head,*  has  greatiy  extoaded  the  ^ 
ties  of  the  Fifth  Auditor.   This,  however,  is 
far  from  being  the  aggr^te  of  his  services. 
He  has  been  made  a  kind  of  residuary  I^atee, 
of  ^  the  duties  which  other  offioers  of  tbe 
Government  could  not  conveniently  perfotm. 
When  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  t£e  Reve- 
nue was  abolished,  in  1819,  the  Fifth  Auditor 
was  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury to  perform  the  duties  ot  that  office.  Al- 
though, since  that  time,  there  have  been  no  te- 
terau.  taxes  to  collect,  yet  those  gentlemen  who 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  wind  np  an  old  coo* 
cem,  will  readily  believe  that  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  this  officer  have  been  nearly  as 
arduous  as  they  would  have  been,  had  internal 
taxation  continued.   This  branch  of  his  bua- 
ness  has  entailed  upon  him  an  extenrive  corre- 
spondence with  all  the  collectors  in  the  United 
States,  who  have  not  finally  dosed  tbeir  ae- 
oonnts— and  the  number  of  such,  even  at  this 
day,  is  not  small.   But  the  moet  extraordinary 
of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  imposed  npoa 
this  officer,  is  that  which  the  Pnaamt  of  the 
United  States  dercdved  upon  him  in  18S1, 
Althouf^  never  bred  to  the  law^  yet  he  was 
appointed  to  ^stdia^  duties  which  strictly 
ami  pn^terly  behmg  to  the  offiee  of  Attam^ 
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General  of  ^e  United  States.  Ever  since  that 
time,  he  has  directed  ami  Boperintanded  all  the 
Uwndta  thronghont  the  Union,  in  whidi  the 
GoTemment  have  been  ooneemed ;  and,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  United  States  have  up- 
wards of  three  thousand  lawsnits  depending. 

To  show  the  extent  and  the  arduous  nature 
of  this  duty,  I  vould  remark,  that  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treosory,  who  was  never  sus- 
pected of  a  want  of  proper  eoonomy — an 
officer,  upon  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  whose 
ofBoial  oonduot  the  people  of  this  country  have 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  his  retire- 
ment hy  every  patriot,  recommended  ttiat  a 
person  should  be  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  attending  to  these  suits,  with  a  salary  of 
$2,600  per  annum. 

If,  therefore,  there  be  any  oae  officer  in  thfs 
GoTemmeut,  whom  the  gentleman  irom  Eeu- 
ttwky  ought  not  to  have  designated  as  useless, 
that  officer  is  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  am  just  now  reminded  by  gentlemen 
around  me,  that  this  officer,  in  addition  to  other 
burdens  imposed  upon  him,  has  the  charge  of 
all  the  light-houses  m  the  United  States. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Harylond  (Ur.  Barnbt)  before  I  take  my  seat. 
I  am  prepared  at  this  time,  and  at  all  times,  to 
act  upon  the  subject  of  reducing  our  own  pay. 
In  relation  to  this  question,  I  formed  a  deliW- 
ate  opinion  riz  years  ago,  which  my  experience 
ever  dnoe  has  served  to  strmgthen  and  oon- 
flrm,  that  the  per  diem  allowance  of  members 
of  Congress  ought  to  be  reduced.  As  a  com- 
pensation for  our  loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present 
wholly  inadequate.  There  is  no  gentleman  fit  to 
be  ^  OoDgress,  who  pursues  any  active  busi- 
ness at  home,  who  does  not  sustain  a  clear  loss 
by  his  attendance  here.  If  we  consider  our 
pay,  with  reference  to  our  necessary  individual 
expenses,  it  is  too  much.  It  is  more  than  saffi- 
oient  to  cover  our  expenses.  I  believe  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  require  that  it 
should  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
<^t  to  eiuble  US  to  live  comfortably  whilst 
we  are  here.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  BABnr,) 
give  away  to  my  oonstttnenta  my  per  diem 
allowance.  I  receive  it,  and  use  it  for  my  own 
benefit.  It  seems  that  ^ntiemau  uses  the  sur- 
plos  of  his  pay,  in  displaying  his  liberality 
to  his  constituents;  by  making  donations  to 
ohnrches  and  charitable  institutions  at  the  pnb- 
He  expense.  In  this  manner  he  may  use  it 
most  effectually  for  his  own  advantage;  but 
still  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  his  constitaents, 
as  well  as  min&  would  be  quite  as  well  satis- 
fied, if  the  surplus  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  If 
tiie  Qovemment  of  this  oomitty  should  ever 
want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their 
bonn^,  the  last  men  whom  tiie  peo^e  .should 
desire  to  employ  in  this  office,  wonld  be  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  It  might  be  dangerous  to 
tnisfe  them  with  the  pemmnanoe  «  such  a 
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I  Mr.  MoDuFFiB,  Ohurman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mewn,  said,  that  with  regud  to 
the  propriety  of  retrenohinent,  as  a  member  <A 
that  committee,  be  felt  wholly  incompetent  to 
express  any  definite  opinion,  but  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that,  if  he 
desired  to  effect  any  really  benefidal  ol^eet  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  the  proper  course  wonld 
be  to  introduce  a  series  of  resolutions  applying 
systematioally  to  the  various  retrehchments  he 
wished  to  efieot,  and  have  them  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  already  encumbered 
with  business,  and  it  would  he  out  of  the  ques- 
tion for  tiiem  to  do  an^r  thing  like  justice  to 
SQch  an  inqniry,  which,  mdeed^  he  did  not  oon- 
sider  as  appropriate  to  that  committee.  Should 
the  resolution  pAss  in  itspreseut  form,  it  would 
send  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery,  without  chart  or  compass. 
It  was  out  of  the  question  to  expect  that  that 
committee  are  to  go  severally  to  the  difTerent 
Departments,  and  there  make  minnte  investi- 
gations as  to  the  duties  and  salaiies  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  Government. 

Georgia  and  Florida  Boundary  Line, 

The  following  Message  was  received  front 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States : 

To  tht  Smote  md  Houm  ofS^mttOaHMt  tf  Urn 
UmttdStaUt. 

WABHixafoii,  aad  JiK.,  1888. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  tlw 
dooamanti  mm  that  Department,  exhibited  to 
CoDgreas  at  the  eraiiDenceiDent  of  their  present 
session,  they  were  adrised  of  the  measures  taken 
for  carrying  into  execaUon  the  act  of  4th  May, 
1826,  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  run  and  mark  a  line  dividing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  fVom  the  State  of  Georgis ;  and  of 
their  nnsuceessfld  result.  I  now  transmit  to  Coa- 
gress  coiries  of  communications  reoeived  from  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  relating  to  that  sotfjeot. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Hatnis,  of  Geoma,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jndidary. 

Mr.  WiirrB,  of  FloridSj  stid  tiiat  the  qnestioD 
submitted  to  Congress  m  the  Message  of  the 
President  jnst  referred  to,  was  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  United  States,  and  of  still 
greater  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  It  in- 
volved a  question  of  boundary  which  they  sup- 
posed had  been  settled  long  since,  and  never 
expected  to  see  revived  agiun.  Sioce  it  was 
introduced  here,  however,  it  most  be  disposed 
ot,  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  committee  had,  appropri- 
ately, the  cognizance  of  it.  The  Committee  on 
the  Judioiaty,  in  the  learning,  ability,  and  in- 
t^frity  of  which  he  had  the  utmost  confidence, 
were  dharged  with  tiie  consideration  of  m 
questions  inv<dvinff  judicial  proceedings.  It 
was  obvions,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  there  was  no 

iaestion  of  that  nature  involved  in  this  matter, 
'he  qa«Bti<uu  to  be  inreitigated  bad  arisen 


OMtyia  and  Florida  Bemdarj  Imt. 


Digitized  by 


674 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  K] 

under  three  treaties,  tiiat  of  1788— of  l79fi, 
between  Spain  and  tiie  United  States,  and  that 
of  the  82d  of  Febmarj,  1819 :  and  altlioagh 
there  was  now  no  qnestion  uninediatdj  In 
Terence  to  oor  fordgn  relationsj  It  nevOTthe- 
lesB  referred  itself  to  vie  negotiations  and  rela- 
tions of  this  Qovemment,  at  the  respective 
periods  of  the  ratificatioDs  of  these  traatjes; 
and  the  rights  of  each  partj  growing  ont  of 
them,  natarally  involved  snch  inqniries  as  were 
cenerallj  made  hj  the  Oonimittee  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  That  committee  have  less  bosiness 
before  them,  and  are  entirely  competent  to  pre- 
sent an  enlightened  and  satisfactory  view  of 
the  snbject  He  shonld  not,  however,  move  a 
reference  to  either  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tees, for  two  reasons :  UrsL  because  it  did  not 
le^timately,  by  the  rules  of  the  Honse,  belong 
to  idther,  and,  sec(mdly,  because  they  were  so 
mqch  ocoupied  by  sul^ects  previously  referred 
to  them,  that  it  would  be  imposuble  to  obtun 
a  report  as  early  as  it  was  desirable.  He  pre- 
ferred that  it  should  go  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  he  thought  that  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject justified  such  a  dispcwition  of  it.  The 
claim  of  Georgia,  now  set  up  in  the  communi' 
cations  of  the  Executive  of  that  State,  and 
transmitted  by  the  Frendent,  embraces  a  tract 
of  country  south  of  Ellicot's  line  including  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  acres,  clumed  by  the 
United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  territory  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain ;  about 
dght  hundred  amiare  miles  of  which  has  been 
BDTveyed  and  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
the  money  deposited  in  the  pnblio  Treasury. 
The  amount  of  property,  tbe  sabjeot  of  joris- 
diotion,  the  uncertainty  of  titles,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sales,  all  unite  to  render  it  de- 
sirable that  Uie  question  should  be  speedily  set- 
tled. The  bill  whicb  passed  at  the  last  session 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 
ICr.  W.  expressed  his  satisfaction  that,  in  mov- 
ing for  a  Select  Committee,  he  was  not  ani- 
mated by  any  desire  to  obtun  any  garbled  or 
one-sided  view  of  it.  It  was  known  he  oonid 
not,  and,  if  he  could,  would  not,  nt  i^n  it. 
If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  send  it 
to  ihe  Judiciary  Committee,  he  did  not  donbt 
but  that  the  rights  of  Florida  and  the  United 
States  would  be  ably,  faithfully,  and  impartially 
investigated,  and  to  whatever  committee  re- 
ferred, ne  should  be  satisfied. 

Kr.  Wilde  sud  he  ehotild  always  trouble 
the  House  with  great  reluctance,  and  his  reluc- 
tance was  increased,  in  consequence  of  being 
obliged  to  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Flor- 
ida, in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
posed reference.  Such  subjects,  he  believed, 
had  usnally  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
tiie  Jndioiary.  A  qnestion  of  similar  character 
took  that  course  dnring  the  last  sesaiou.  He 
was  sure  the  gentleman  from  Florida  desired 
only  what  he  himself  ani  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  also  desired,  that  this  question 
should  be  fully,  patiently,  and  imparity  ex- 
amined, and  Justly  decided.    Their  fiadings 


were  all  in  &,vor  of  the  prosperity  of  Florida; 
their  interests  led  them  to  wish  h«  earlj  adnat-  ^ 
sion  into  the  Union  at  tine  earliest  ^riod.  h 
any  event,  the  titles  acquired  by  indiTidi^ 
frwn  ^ther  Government,  within  the  diqnttefi 
territory,  would,  he  presumed,  be  respected, 
and  jnri«]iction  alone,  thongh  a  relinqniduiKEt 
of  it  was  forbidden  by  State  pride,  of  which  be 
had  as  much  as  any  one  else,  would  not  be  to- 
sisted  on,  if  not  shown  to  be  the  right  dGtor- 
gia.  She  took  more  pride,  he  tmsted,  in  hm 
justice,  thsn  in  her  jurisdiction. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  reference  to  ffas 
Committee  of  Foreign  Kelations,  he  would  ob- 
serve, that,  in  all  questions  of  this  descruitioB, 
it  is  not  only  important  that  justice  dioiud  bt 
done,  but  that  tiiose  who  are  intererted  abodd 
believe  it  has  been  done.  In  that  -view  of  tk 
sutjeot,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  leferoiee  te 
thai  eomnuttee.  A  report  from  tliat  quarie^ 
upon  another  matter,  did  not  aatisQ^  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia,  nor  increase  their  dispositin 
to  submit  any  question  connected  wiUi  thdr 
interest  to  that  committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inqnire  how  fir 
their  distrust  was  well  or  ill  founded — it  vis 
enough  for  hia  purpose  that  it  existed.    As  to 
a  reference  to  a  Select  Committee,  be  oonad- 
ered  objectionable  such  a  motion,  when  th« 
conflict  was  between  the  State  and  tiie  Union,  it 
was  suspicious.  It  was  like  a  motion  for  a  sp^ 
dal  jaty,  in  a  ease  where  the  crown  was  con- 
cerned. He  had  tiie  most  entire  ocmfideDoe ' 
that  no  advantage  in  the  selection  of  a  com- 
mittee was  song^t  by  the  gentieman  fttnn  Flor- 
ida.  He  was  sure  none  wonid,  in  any  event, 
be  obtained,  as  none  was  desired,  on  either 
side.   The  subject  came,  he  considered,  within 
the  proper  duties  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Their  zeal,  ability,  industry,  imd  impartiali^, 
commanded  entire  oonfldenee,  and  neither  re- 
quired nor  admitted  of  euloginm  from  him. 
Why,  then,  should  this  inquirr  be  withdrawn 
from  them  ? 

Hr.  Whitb  was  not  unwilling  Uie  matter 
should  go  to  the  Judi<»ary  Committee,  but 
three  days  since  that  committee  had,  at  their 
own  request,  been  discharged  from  the  ciHaad- 
eration  of  a  question  involving  the  bonndaiT 
between  Michigan  and  lUinob.  Mr.  W.  had 
considered  the  qnestion  as  virtoally  settled  last 
year,  when  it  had  gone  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  (Chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary)  made  some  statements 
in  reference  to  the  business  before  that  com- 
mittee  being  already  sufficiently  onerous. 

Mr.  GiLMEB  advocated  at  some  length  tbe 
reference  of  the  Message  to  that  committee. 
There  was  no  neoesnty  for  any  hurry  in  the 
case,  and  it  might  turn  ont  that  the  ultanute 
qnestion  would  go  at  all  events  to  that  omnoiit* 
tee.  He  deprerated  any  but  the  usual  conrss 
in  this  ^i^r— denied  that  the  subject  bad  any 
relation  to  our  oorrespondenoe  with  foreign  na- 
tions} and  innsted  on  the  propria^  avndbtf 
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every  thing  that  might  excite  saspioioii  of  any 
partiality  in  the  conrse  which  should  be  taken 
on  this  memorial.  It  was  very  well  known,  he 
said,  that  much  excitement  had  grown  ont  of 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past.  This 
very  circnmstance  made  it  the  more  important 
that  any  bosiness  in  which  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia  was  interested,  shonld  take  the  osaal  conrse 
hx  this  Hoose.  He  was  opposed  to  any  refer- 
ence bnt  to  a  Standing  Committee,  and  to  any 
partial  operation  which  mu;ht  be  prodneed 
upon  the  decision  of  the  saqeet  hj  its  refer- 
mce  to  a  Select  Oommittee. 

Mr.  Hatrbs  remarked  that,  although  the 
question  embraced  by  this  controversy  did 
arise,  as  stated,  ont  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  yet,  the  United  States 
now  occupy,  as  to  Georgia,  t^e  position,  in 
reference  to  this  question,  which  Spain  former- 
ly did:  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  of 
propriety  in  giving  the  sobiect,  as  now  pre- 
eented,  a  direction  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
tam  Kelations. 

The  question  was  taken  on  refiBrring  the 
Message  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Stutitiary^ 
and  dwided  in  the  affirmative. 


buBSDAT,  Jannary  24. 
Itstrmehment. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Chilton  on  the  2l8t 
January. 

Mr.  Ra^olph  said,  when  the  gentleman 
from  S.  Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yester- 
day, to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  I  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  it.  But.  nndw- 
Btandiug  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I  did  not 
because  I  could  not  renew  it  Hie  gentleman 
from  South  CaroUna.  with  that  coortesy  and 
oomity  which  we  all  ooght  to  show  to  one 
wiother,  did,  snbsequently,  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentieman  who  moved  it,  and  who  has  now  Just 
taken  his  seat,  to  make  explanations.  That 
opportunity  having  been  ample,  I  should  be 
content  to  let  the  matter  pass,  bnt  that  I  feel 
myself  pledged  (to  nse  an  expression  which, 
though  parliamentary,  is  not  strictly  gram- 
matical) to  the  cause  of  retrenchment.  I  shall 
say  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain 
the  conrse  I  am  about  to  take,  and  which,  other- 
wise, might  appear  to  militate  against  that 
oansB.  Sir,  I  do  believe,  that  retrenchment  is 
required,  both  by  the  circomstaooes  of  the 
country,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  public.  I 
concnr  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, on  my  left,  (Mr.  BconANAif,)  in  all  he 
advanced,  (in  as  far  as  that  went.)  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  reforma- 
tion, like  charity,  (I  mean  modern  charity,) 
begins  at  home — at  least  it  ought  to  begin  at 
home.  I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no 
economioal  Government  could  ever  inhabit  suoh 
a^nue  as  this;  I  do  beliere  we  never  shall 
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have  an  economical  Government  in  suoh  an 
establishment  as  the  present.  This,  however, 
may  be  a  peculiar  opmion  of  mine.  Yes,  sir, 
reformation  most  begin  at  home.  I  do  not 
mean  in  our  own  cases  as  members — I  am  not 
going  to  start  the  per  diem  question — God 
forbid  [  We  had  enongh  of  that  when  we  sat 
in  the  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I 
shonld  be  very  glad  we  sat  now.)  I  believe, 
sir,  that  whktover  abuses  may  exist  elsewher^ 
we  can  go  with  tbem^pari  patm,  at  home,  ana 
show  an  equal  case  cff  abnas.  But,  ^r,  this  is 
not  "  the  accepted  time  " — and  in  uying  this,  I 
do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  some  of  the 
orators  over  the  water,  who  never  will  find  an 
"  accepted  time  "  for  parliamentary  or  econo- 
mical reform.  Every  effort  that  is  made  now, 
will  only  recoil  on  tiiose  who  make  it — will 
injure  the  cause,  not  farther  it.  One  of  the 
greatest  men  and  best  patriots  that  ever 
lived,  I  mean  John  De  Witt,  when  asked  how 
he  managed  to  get  through  so  much  business, 
replied,  that  he  managed  it "  by  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time."  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  we  have 
"  one  thing  needim"  to  do,  and  I  am  for  doing 
it  I  win  not  indloate  fiiruier  than  I  have  done^ 
what  that  "  one  thiug  "  is.  I  say,  let  ns  bring 
to  bear  npon  tiiat  object  the  whole  of  onr 
strength,  all  our  rays,  light  and  heat,  into  one 
focns.  Sir,  we  know  that  even  Ur.  Jefferson,  in 
his  highest  and  most  palmy  state,  could  not 
succeed  in  certain  reforms  he  wished  to  intro- 
duce. And  why,  sir!  Because  there  was  a 
conntervfuling  under-current,  too  strong  even 
for  him  to  stem. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  the 
number  of  resolatioos  which  are  to  be  taken  np 
regularly  every  morning  —debated  for  an  hour 
tbroughoQt  the  session,  and,  at  the  end  of  it 
left  unfinished,  with  the  uafinished  speech  of 
some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  them ;  and  this 
resolution  will  infallibly  take  that  oom^  unless 
you  revise  your  rules  and  orders,  or  unless  the 
Hoase  will  Join  me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to 
make.  Sir,  I  will  not  enter  upon  one  of  the 
subjects  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  farther 
than  to  say  one  word  in  respect  to  the  school 
at  West  Point.  Sir,  that  school  is  a  contriv- 
ance to  educate  the  sons  of  the  rich  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor.  But  I  will  not,  by  farther 
entering  ioto  the  subject,  bring  all  that  foroe 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be 
enlisted  in  defence  of  that  Institution.  I  am 
for  doing  one  thing  at  a  time — ^bnt  It  Is  never- 
theless true,  that  every  poor  man  in  this  country 
who  buys  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  peck  of  salt,  or 
as  much  iron  as  will  point  his  ploughshare,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  t^ets  from  West 
Point,  "you  were  educated  at  my  expense." 
Yes,  sir,  he  can  say  this,  and  how  would  the 
young  man  feel  under  suoh  oironmstanoesf 
Certainly  as  I  would  not  feel  for  any  considera- 
tion that  can  be  named. 

I  had  rather  that  a  son  of  mine  should  be 
obliged  to  make  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  write,  than  that^  wUle  his  fiither  was 
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oi^ble  of  bearing  all  the  necessary  chai^^es,  he 
shonld  be  edacated  at  the  public  expense.  Sir, 
I  make  no  refleotioDs :  for  the  onlj  man  I  ever 
Imew,  who  was  ednoated  under  snoh  oireanistan- 
oea,  is  as  est^able,  as  worthy,  and  as  true  a  man 
as  any  that  lives.  I  never  knew  bat  one.  Sir,  it 
Isjnstas  easy,  that  two  bodies  shonld  occupy 
the  same  space,  as  that  all  these  irons  should  be 
in  the  fire  at  the  same  lime,  and  none  of  them 
shonld  bam.  As  long  as  we  have  this  dead 
weight  against  ns,  reformation  is  imposaible. 
I  d^  the  committees  to  aooomplii^  any  thiog~ 
yon  may  tnm  them  all  into  the  Departments 
and  tbey  will  do  nothing ;  and  when  I  say  this, 
do  I  mean  to  cast  any  personal  reflections? 
C5ertainly  not — not  at  all,  sir — I  have  already 
said  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  even  in  his  highest  and 
most  palmy  state,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt. 
BSr,  there  are  certain  interests  hm  which  were 
too  strong  for  him — they  are  stronger  than  the 
President,  and  stronger  than  the  people. 

Ur.  CuLPBFBB  sud  he  dionld  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York, 
beoanse  it  does  not  go  to  the  ftdl  extent,  if  any 
T^rmbe  neoessary;  bat  be  shonld  vote  for 
the  reeolntion  of  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
tnoky,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  stop  at, 
or  be  content  with  the  reference  of  the  com- 
mittee, bnt  pnrsne  it  to  some  practical  resnlt. 
And  I  will  pledge  myself  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  go  with 
the  gentleman  the  ftdl  length.  As  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  tnm  Pennqrlvania, 
Hut  we  shonld  be^  with  a  rednodon  of  onr 
own  compensation,  I  do  not  agree  with  him. 
He  says  that  the  per  diem  allowance  to  mem- 
bers is  too  low  to  compensate  for  oar  loss  of 
time,  though  more  than  sufficient  for  our  sup- 
port while  here.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  I  have  not 
patriotism  enough  to  devote  my  time  to  the 
public  for  a  bare  sapport.  My  family  are  to  be 
provided  for,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  compensa- 
tion I  deem  jast,  and  nse  my  wages  to  support 
myself,  to  pay  my  debts,  to  support  my  family, 
dec,  just  as  I  would  the  avails  of  my  labor  on 
my  farm,  or  anywhere  else :  and  I  deem  eight 
dollars  about  a  proper  compensation,  and  X  shall 
never  vote  for  less,  for  fur  that  that  oompensar- 
tion  may  end  the  8d  March,  dec.  Bnt  the 
gentlemui  ezpesses  a  hope  that  we  hare  passed 
the  middle  of  the  sesrion.  Passed  the  middle 
of  the  session?  And  what  have  we  done? 
We  have  jfassed  one  bill  to  appropriate  money  to 

gay  our  own  salaries ;  and  if  we  are  to  progress 
1  the  same  way,  judpng  oftourprc^ess  in  future 
from  the  past,  we  shall  pass  one  more  bill ;  and 
what  bill  is  that  to  be !  Not  the  tariff,  I  pre- 
snme :  for  thongh  many  gentiemen  are  anxious 
for  the  passage  of  that  bill,  yet  the  resolution 
authorizing  the  committee  to  send  for  persons, 
&c.,  has,  I  expect,  pnt  the  passage  of  that  bill  out 
of  dispute,  if  we  are  to  nse  the  8d  of  March. 
Tea,  sir,  l^e  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defVmct, 
is  rockra  to  sleei*  for  the  present,  if  we  are  to 
have  a  ^ort  session.  Before  I  at  down,  I  will 
sorest  to  tiie  genUemao,  if  he  dedres  reform, 
to  amend  hla  ramntion,  and  refer  tiie  snl^eot  d 


it  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  not  to  the  Cosansi- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the  committed  hsi 
informed  us,  and  no  doubt  honestly,  thai  ibtj 
cannot  have  tamfi  to  make  tiie  inqoiiy.  Send  a, 
sir,  to  a  Select  Committee— let  the  sabjea 
be  fuBj  investigated,  and  I  win  go  all  Ics^tb 
with  uie  gentleman  in  hia  pFogress  towanfa 
reform  and  retrenchment,  if  anj  shall  be 
proved  to  be  neoessary. 

Mr.  Bakdoifb  sud,  as  this  ihiag  is  to  bt 
gone  into,  so  far  from  having  reaobed  the  wH- 
die  of  the  session,  I  fear  we  have  only  b^n 
it.   I  had  hoped  that,  instead  of  bebig  lutlf 
way,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it.    1  do  odt 
know  what  more  the  public  good  imperioorif 
requires,  that  is  now  attainaUe,  than  that  vc 
should  pass  the  other  q>propriati<m  InD^  md 
then  a^jonm.  I  ahaU  vote  agiUnat  die  ameed- 
ment  proposed  by  the  g^sntleman  from  Hrr 
York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  but  1  shall  not,  tbesYfion, 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reedntiona  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Cansov.')    I  cannot 
agree  in  sending  the  resolution  to  the  Cos- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  one  reasca 
that  the  churman  of  that  committee  has  very 
truly  told  ns,  that  he  would  be  sent  withoit  | 
chart  or  compass,  upon  a  voyage  of  disovcr;, 
to  iind  out  a  term  ineogniia;  but,  if  ad^ited, 
I  will  join  in  sending  it  to  a  Select  Committei^ 
knowing  from  what  has  passed,  bow  that  oom- 
mittee  will  be  ^pointed — I  should  not  sqr 
knowing,  bnt  rather,  being  aUe  to  antii^Mti^ 
from  the  ns^^  of  the  House  in  aU  sn<di  easea 
li  this  Balfject  is  to  be  bronght  up,  I  hope  it 
will  be  thoroughly  probed ;  and  ttie  <m]y  wtj 
thoroughly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  have  the 
discussion,  first,  h^  on  the  gen^^  prind|il» 
of  reform.   Let  gentlemen  here — in  tl^  Hooss 
— determine  whether  they  will  r^iench,  and 
then  point  ont  what  offices  can  be  fpared,  and 
what  salaries  can  be  reduced.   Sir,  any  move- 
ment at  this  time,  affecting  great  interests  and 
classes  of  men,  was  what  I  deprectfed  when 
my  very  worthy  and  most  reepeotable  oollei^oe 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Babbocb)  bronght  in  his  resolatujo 
on  the  subject  of  the  Government  Stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  whid, 
althons^  the  Honae  refused  to  put  upon  tiw 
table,  final^  obtiuned  but  lUne  votes  in  its 
fbvor.  I  So  not  hedtate  to  sqr,  here  In  vj 
place,  that  the  expenses  of  this  Govenmwntare 
too  hi^,  that  they  onght  to  be  reduced,  and 
that,  as  soon  as  such  a  thing  is  practicable,  I  an 
ready  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  its  acoonipln)>- 
ment.   Sir,  I  will  specify  one  or  two  particnlan. 
The  present  salary  of  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
understand  me  as  wishing  to  have  it  increased, 
has  remtuned  where  it  now  is  ever  unce  it  wu 
appointed,  hard  upon  forty  years  ago.  What 
other  salary  under  this  Government  is  in  the 
same  8itaati(m?   Is  there  one  other  I  When 
by  the  improvidence,  im[ffadent  oondnct,  iA  the 
men  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  IVeasuiy,  and 
of  the  Oonndla  of  this  House,  under  their 
aoapioea^  the  wh^  ooantty  was  delpged  witb 
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paper  money — when  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  broasht  to  this  pass  that  their 
trastees  exchanged  their  notes,  bottomed  npon 
everj  foot  of  land  and  npon  every  shilling's 
"worth  of  prodaotive  labor  of  the  country, 
a^inat  the  notes  of  certain  corporations ;  yes, 
exchanged  their  ova  notes,  bearing  iatereet,  for 
the  notes  of  those  corporations,  bearing  no 
interest — when  they  agreed  to  allow  a  bonus  on 
Hke  nominal  amonnt  of  tiieae  bank  notes,  eqnal 
to  nearly  twenty,  oertalnly  ezoeecUng  ten  per 
ceat. — ^when  tobacco  was  worth  forty  dollars 
per  htmdred,  for  choice  crops — when  cotton 
was  worth  tiiirly  dollars;  and  for  a  single 
slaTe,  a  common  field  hand,  were  paid,  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  twelve  hundred  dollars 
—when  land  was  at  a  price  which  benars 
all  belief^  (if  that  price  had  not  been  paid  in 
worthless  trashy  for  the  land  was,  la  fact, 
cheaper  than  it  is  now) — ^then,  sir,  the  salaries 
of  all  the  officers  of  this  Government  were 
rused.   I  will  point  to  one,  (aitit  invidiam)  that 
of  the  Attomey-Oeneral.    It  commenced^  I 
believe,  with  $1,200,  because  it  was  considered 
that  the  very  office  itself  was  a  great  remonor- 
ation.    Since  then  it  has  been  raised,  I  know 
not  how  often.  Bo  all  the  salaries  have  been 
hiereased.  have  any  been  diminished} 

I  beUeve  not  one — ^not  one  to  my  knowledge. 
It  is  easy  to  talk  about  "a  certain  style  of 
living,"  and  about  the  dignity  which  beocHnes 
the  officers  of  this  Government.  Sir,  we  may 
swell  like  the  poor  frog  in  the  fable,  till  we 
bnrst,  but  wo  cannot  equal  the  stylo  or  splendor 
of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  And 
we  never  shall  be  able  to  equal  them,  until  our 
people  shall  he  reduced  to  the  same  state  of 
misery  with  their  people.  Dignity  consists  in 
adapting  the  style  of  onr  living  to  the  means 
we  have  to  live  on.  It  never  did  oonnst  in 
expense  and  pageant,  especlaUy  in  a  Govern- 
ment  having  even  the  semblance  of  Re^nblic- 
anlsm.  Dignity,  like  happiness,  resides  in  the 
mind— it  b  in  the  man,  and  yon  cannot  give  it 
by  any  station.  Sir,  there  was  as  mncn  true 
dignity  in  Fabricins— -there  is  now  as  much  true 
dignity  in  Fabrioius,  as  there  ever  was  in 
Louis  XIV.— the  grande  monarqru,  who  was 
never  seen,  even  by  his  ttiUt  de  ehambr*,  with- 
out the  paraphernalia  of  his  enormons  wig — 
etmwfu  Curvum  eaptUia  ;  yes,  sir,  there  was  as 
much  dignity  in  the  American  Ourius  Dentatns, 
I  mean  Roger  Sherman,  as  in  anpr  of  the  Am- 
baamdors  which  his  most  Chnstian  Mt^esty 
tbooght  fit  to  send  to  us,  then  his  very  great, 
dew  allies. 

Sir,  whenever  money  Is  plenty,  and  every 
thing  ia  at  the  highest  price,  that  price  forms 
a  very  good  reason  why  salaries  must  be  r^sed. 
And  when  all  things  have  fallen,  and  the  price 
is  depreciated,  for  angfat  I  know,  90  per  cent., 
why  then,  sir,  the  times  are  so  hard  that  salaries 
cannot  he  rednoed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  should 
be  raised.  So,  in  reference  to  the  emolnment 
of  Government,  that  happens  which  happens 
Ld  certain  other  institnticniB  where  the  DiKM^ora, 
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the  Cashiers,  and  the  Presidents,  take  good 
care  of  themselves,  hut  are  quite  regardless  of 
the  Stookhulders.  Sir,  in  this  Government,  the 
people  are  the  StoclcholderB,  and  all  I  look  at,  in 
any  public  man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  Stock- 
holders, or  for  the  Directors.  This  is  my  test, 
my  touchstone.  Yes,  sir,  when  all  things  are 
dear,  salaries  must  be  raised  because  they  are 
dear ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  still  siJaries 
must  be  nuaed,  because  the  cheapness  of  every 
thing  slwws  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  that 
the  limes  are  hard.  So,  ur,  to  use  one  of  my 
homely  phrases,  and  that  language  is  understood 
by  the  people,  and  is  the  only  langnage  I  will 
ever  use  when  speaking  to  them — the  game 
amounts  to  this :  Gross,  the  people  lose ;  and 
File,  thur  rulers  win.  Sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if 
the  offices  of  this  Government  were  filled  with 
less  able  men,  when  Jefi'erson  was  in  the 
Department  of  State,  Hamilton  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasary,  Knox,  aye,  sir,  Enox,  in  the 
Department  of  War,  and  Bradford  was  Attor- 
ney-General, than  they  are  now  f  Were  our 
officers,  with  about  one-half  the  present  salary, 
less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now^  with 
double  the  amount  ?  I  wlA  to  know  if  that 
(I  was  going  to  say)  unrivalled  Chief  Jastloe  of 
the  United  States,  has  any  more  dignity  now, 
when  his  salary  is  $5,000,  tiian  he  had  when  it 
was  $4,0001  Or  whether  his  associates  are 
more  dignified  now  they  get  $4,000,  than  thej 
were  when  the  salary  was  but  $8,600  f  They  are 
the  same  men,  they  perform  the  same  services, 
and  with  the  same  ability  and  integrity.  Sir,  I 
did  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the  House  so  long 
as  I  have  done,  but  out  of  the  fulness  of  my  heart 
I  have  spoken.  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  country  I 
live  in  is  qnite  as  well  off  as  any  of  those  adjacent 
to  it,  and  this  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  the  fiut 
of  its  being  too  far  removed  from  any  Bank, 
from  tUa  ^mdora's  box,  for  us  to  receive  onr 
full  portion  erf  its  blessings,  whicli,  like  those 
of  the  evU  spirits,  are  curses.  But,  sir,  there  is 
hardly  a  man  in  uie  sphere  of  my  knowledge, 
who  makes  one  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  fats 
plantation  and  stock.  For  one  such,  I  can  ahow 
you  twenty  persons  whose  account  of  profit 
and  loss,  if  they  keep  any,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Ledger.  Sir, 
the  country  is  in  an  unexampled  state.  I  can 
remember  nothing  like  it,  though  I  remember 
well  when  Lord  C^mwallis  passed  triumphantly  • 
through  the  Sontb,  carrying  all  before  him, 
before  the  battle  of  Guildford.  I  remember 
well  the  peace  of  '88,  and  even  then,  when  we 
had  nothmg  like  this  state  of  things,  althouf^ 
the  paper  mtmey  of  that  day  did  Its  office,  we 
had  a  forty  diilling  year  for  tobacco,  and  fifteen 
and  twenty  sbUtings  years  for  many  years 
thOTeafter ;  and  yet  even  then  the  times  were 
not  like  Uiese.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  planter 
within  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge,  or  not  a 
fanner  if  you  please,  with  no  other  resource  but 
his  farm,  who  has  one  shilling  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  even  though  he  may  not  have  spent,  in 
the  oonrse  of  it,  one  shilling  on  himselt  The 
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expenses  swallow  up  all  the  profits,  and,  in 
most  cases,  far  exoeed  them.  And  why  is 
this  ?  Sir,  we  hare  been  le^sUted  into  this 
thine-~voQld  to  God,  we  ooold  be  legislated 
oat  ot  it  agKOr—JimlU  deiemuut  Awmi,  Aye, 
rir,  but  the  retom  retocare  gradutn  avperatgve 
eoadere  ad  aurat  hie  labor,  hoe  cptu  e$t.  Sir, 
we  have  been  impoverished  till  we  have  scarce 
enough  of  spirit  left  to  act  like  men.  Yet  we 
hear  that  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are 
onlj  such  as  comport  with  the  dignity— ves,  sir, 
the  dignity  of  a  poor  man  with  a  sherin  at  bis 
back — such  as  comport  with  the  digoity  of  this 
great  Metropolis.  The  dignity,  sir,  of  vainly 
endeavoring  to  rival  the  Representatives  of 
Antoorats  and  Kings,  instead  of  exercising 
Lidnstry  and  Economy.  Bnt  when  I  say 
economy,  I  do  not  mean  merely  tiie  economy 
cf  lopping  off.  I  know  very  well,  sir,  that 
economy  u  one  tbinfe  and  parsimony  is  qnite 
another.  Bnt  I  would  oonple  industry  with 
frugal!^,  and  associate  it  witii  all  the  domestic 
virtues.  Bnt  no,  sir,  our  sons  must  be  educated 
at  the  pnblio  expense,  and  when  the  people  are 
In  distress  we  mnst  look  from  their  own  or  onr 
improvideooe  for  some  canal,  or  some  road,  or 
some  woollen  manofaotory,  to  any  thing  for 
relief— but  industry  and  self-denial — and  to 
ascribe  the  disease  to  any  thing  bat  the  tme 
oaose,  unwise  legislation  and  prodigality.  And 
when  I  soy  this,  sir,  I  don't  mean  to  exempt  the 
Statee  from  the  chuge.  No,  sir,  not  at  all,  I 
do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  I  will 
never  vote  fbr  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her 
Ii^slatore,  who  will  not  there  vote  for  Otort 
sessions  and  low  taxes.  And  if  it  becomes 
necessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  been,  I  will  turn 
out,  air,  and  electioneer  against  him  upon  these 
very  grounds. 

"Diat  ii  a  good  Government  whioh  takes  from 
the  people  nothing  that  it  can  spare.  I  mean 
nothing  that  the  Government  can  do  without 
I  would  always  give  the  requisite  supplies. 
Yes,  sir,  I  would  not  stop  the  supplies  unless 
tiie  Government  refused  to  redress  grievances ; 
but,  if  it  did,  I  woold  follow  the  example  of 
those  very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on 
the  other  ride.  Yes,  fdr,  I  would  then  stop  the 
Bopplies.  I  woold  not  hesitate  to  vote  af^at 
any  item  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  yes,  sir,  and 
against  the  appropriation  bill  itselt  if  I  could  get 
*  at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Sir,  we  are  Uie 
keepers  of  the  people's  mtmey,  and  what  other 
function  can  be  bo  important  ?  If  you  let  me 
have  the  keeping  of  your  money,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of 
your  person  and  the  protection  of  your  wife 
and  diildren.  Such  a  state  of  things  would 
benefit  me  much  more  than  if  you  were  an 
Ethiopian.  Sir,  look  at  the  c<Hidition  of  other 
people.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  Irish,  that 
mve,  honest,  gallant,  wann-hearted  people, 
(too  warm-heartied,  I  grant  you,  sometimes, 
when  their  hearts  sul  too  fost  fen*  their  heads.) 
They  are  the  most  oppressed  of  the  human 
race.  I  make  no  exception,  dr ;  no^  none  at  aU. 


But  do  I  take  part  with  their  oppreflsors  !  Tmt 
from  it.  IxhA.  at  the  people  <if  Bngbuid.    I  ask 
the  House  to  tnm  tbnr  oyes  to  the  sea-^rt  iak. 
And,  air,  I  heritate  not  to  acdcnowle^e  ih$t  I 
feel  tovardfl  that  eoontry  as  a  Greek  of  SyraeBM 
woold  feel  towards  Peloponnesas.  The  fVcoeb, 
indeed,  are  not  so  badly  off,  yet  miuiy  of  thoc 
are  extremely  wretched,  if  that  cmn  be  calkd 
an  extreme  which,  like  Milton*8  fire,  hm  m 
extreme  stiU  more  fierce  beyond  it.  Ton 
see  there  tiie  same   empiricism,    the  rasa* 
Charlatanerie  that  we  see  here.    There  is, 
this  moment,  within  three  miles  of  St.  Stq^faes'i 
Chapel,  more  misery  and  more  vice  than  exisa 
on  the  whole  of  Korth  America,  the  Vest 
Indies  induded.   ^d  what  is  the  care,Mrf 
Tba  philanthropists^  instead  of  ferreting  out 
which  is  imme^ately  under  thor  noaei^  or 
rather  which  tiicy  are  f^ml  to  stop  tfa^  dosm 
to  avoid,  oceopy  themselves  in  tudne  care  <tf 
the  shives  of  Mr.  Watscm  Taylor,  Mr.  Beddoi^ 
Mr,  Hibbert,  and  other  West  India  genUema, 
whose  conditjoQ,  in  comparison   with  tbt 
eanaUU  of  St  Giles's,  St  Paul's,  Westminsts, 
and  other  quarters  of  London,  is  a  oomdition  « 
independence,  virtue,  and  nappiDeae.  The 
miseiry  before  their  eyes  they  cannot  see— thor 
philanthropy  acts  otdy  at  a  distanoe.    (I  will 
not  say  only,  for  there  are  some  very  good  men, 
no  doubt,  who  do  relieve  the  sufferinss  at  home.) 
Their  philanthropy  acts  only  throogn  their  eai^ 
and  not  through  their  <^ea— tiiey  reverse  the 
Horatian  maxim,  that  what  a  man  sees  aifoets 
him  more  than  what  he  hears.   Sir,  there  an 
latManmi — I  used  the  word  becwiae  they  are 
so — there  are  lattarmi  all  over  Europe,  and  I  am 
far  from  sure  that  we  shall  not  Lave  some  oi 
them  here — they  were  Uuzaroni  only  who  took 
up  arms  in  defence  of  Naples — sturdy  b^gan; 
if  you  please — sturdy  dogs — ^but  as  far  above 
the  condition  of  the  oppressed  peasantry  of 
Ireland  in  food  and  raiment  as  a  slave  here  it 
above  the  condition  of  a  dave  in  the  West 
Indies. 

Sir,  I  am  very  sennble  that  I  have  wandered 
somewhat  from  the  point  in  debate— eedoced, 
probably,  by  that  very  kind  attention  whidi 
the  House  has  accorded  to  me.   If  there  la  any 
gentleman  who  thinks  I  have  said  too  much — 
that  I  have  said  what  I  ought  not  to  say,  m*,  not 
as  I  ought  to  have  said  it— let  such  gentleman 
remember  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  me  that 
this  subject  is  here.   For  myself,  f  should  be 
satisfied  if  we  could  pass  the  other  impropria- 
tion bill,  and  then  go  home.   I  hope  we  etuJl 
pass  upon  such  salaries  as  are  to  be  abolished  ftt 
retrenched  here,  in  this  House,  and  not  sofier 
the  subject  to  go  to  a  committee  at  all,  until 
we  shatl  have  settled  the  principle.  lamin&TW 
neither  of  the  amendment,  nor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  shall  voto  against  both.  If  we  are 
of  opinion  that  any  officer  of  the  GovemnwDt 
receives  too  much  salary,  why  muat  we  send 
one  of  onr  ocHnmittees  on  a  voya^  of  ^ 
oovery,  or  rather  of  undiacoveiy— sfw  Umij  tm 
and  will  diaoorer  nothin|^ 
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Sir^  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present.  I 
liave  ziian7  and  heavy  thio^  to  say — ^bigh  mat- 
ter, sir — when  ihe  proper  tmie  sh^Jl  oome ;  bnt 
I  reserve  it  imtal  then. 

T^TLOB,  of  New  Tork,  said :  II I  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
it  is  to  abolish  oseleaa  offices,  to  reduce  extrav- 
agant salaries,  and  to  ftn^j  tJie  ssvioffs  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  That  object  is  distinct^ 
kept  in  view  by  my  amendment,  without  en- 
ooontering  the  otg'eotionable  featares  of  the 
original  resolution.    Whatever  shall  be  savecl 
by  retrenchment  under  the  existing  laws,  must 
be  ^plied  to  pay  our  debts.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  the  party  which  had  declared  it,  and 
bad  carried  the  country  succesiolly  through  its 
perils,  o(Hirfdered  its  work  bat  half  done,  ontil 
provisiim  was  made  to  reKere  the  oonntry  firom 
tliebtudentthadleftononrshoidden.  Oar  debt 
at  tbat  time  exceeded  130  millions  ctf  dollars. 
Vot  the  poQctual  pi^ent  of  the  interest,  and 
tbe  gradual  reimbarsement  of  the  principal,  a 
tii^ting  ftmd  was  established,  which,  in  its  reg- 
nlar  opwaticm,  has  p^d  the  interest,  and  al- 
ready reduced  the  principal  of  that  debt  to 
66  millions  of  dollars,    ifot  only  have  the 
pledged  ten  millions  been  l^ns  applied,  bnt  sJso 
all  the  surpluses  which  remuned  in  the  Treas- 
ury, over  and  above  the  sum  limited  by  law. 

There  was,  Indeed,  a  period,  said  Mr.  T., 
during  the  last  Admioistratioo,  when  tbe  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  was  such,  that  it  conld 
not  regulu'ly  pay  to  the  Oommluioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fnod  the  annual  ten  millions.  The 
appropriations  remained  a  charge  upon  the 
Ireasnry,  and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  were  authorized,  and  negotiated, 
the  Treasoty  still  remained  debtor  to  ue  Com- 
missioners.   It  was  in  this  condition  of  tbe 
country,  when,  on  the  one  hand,  we  were  in- 
oreasine  our  debt  by  loans  iVom  banks  and  in- 
dividuus,  and,  on  the  other,  not  paying  our  debt 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  the  reformers,  the 
muoh-abased  radicals,  of  whom,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
was  one,  sacoeeded  in  redumng  the  army  rank 
and  file,  from  10,000  to  6,000  men,  and  dts> 
bancting  nseleBB  officers.  This  operation  saved 
about  a  milUon  a  year,  wbicn  has  already 
amounted  to  seven  or  ei^t  milUons,  wttboat 
the  least  ii^ai^  to  the  Dublie  swvioe.  Since 
then,  the  condition  of  vm  Troasnry  has  been 
more  flonrishing.   "Within  the  last  uiree  years, 
tt  has  paid  the  balances  it  owed  to  the  Sinking 
Fund.   The  principal  of  tbe  public  debt  has 
been  extingnisbed  to  an  amount  exceeding 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and  nearly 
twelve  millions  pdd  for  interest.   Tbe  speedy 
extiDgoisbment  of  the  remaining  debt  can  only 
be  arrested  by  some  unlooked-for  national  ca- 
hunitf.  It  has  been  steadily  and  most  snceess- 
fol^  porsned  by  the  present  and  preceding  Ad- 
misistratioiUi,  It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Govenmient,  in  which  all  men  of  all  parties 
vdte.    Why,  then,  is  it  now  brought  for- 
vird,  as  if  it  were  some  new  discovery  f  Sore* 
^,  it  euinot  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
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oonflrming  our  courage,  to  abolish  useless  offices 
or  reduce  extravannt  salaries.  I  have  bem 
no  advocate,  sud  Hr.  T„  for  raiung  salaries. 
Host  of  the  laws  inoreanng  them,  both  In  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  t^is  Gov- 
ernment, have  been  passed  !n  oppodtion  to  my 
vote.  When  tbe  Secretaries  at  the  head  of  Ex- 
ecutive Departments  had  smaller  s^aries,  tiiey 
lived  less  expensively.  They  were  not  required 
— it  was  not  expected  of  tiiem — that  they 
should  keep  open  house,  and  entertain  aU 
members  of  Oongress  and  strangers,  who  might 
visit  the  seat  of  Government.  Host  of  them 
could  not  do  it  without  ruin  to  their  private 
fortunes.  When  you  nused  their  sahuies  to 
six  thousand  dollars,  yon  did  them  no  service. 
Ton  inmoeed  npon  them  the  necessity  of  living  in 
more  fl^endor,  out  in  less  comfort  PuttbeNua- 
ries  back  to  tbe  old  standard,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  study  and  public  duties; 
and  I  doubt  not  yoa  will  have  their  thanks. 

Hr.  BuoHAHAN  add,  that  if  the  House  should 
determine  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  reform,  at  the  preewt  time,  it  oa|^  to 
contain  a  distinct  proposition,  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  discharge  the  national  debt  as  soon 
as  posuble.  For  uiis  reason,  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  amendment  offbred  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tatlob.)  When  that 
gentleman  moved  an  amendment,  which,  if  it 
should  prevuL  would  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  original  resolution  which  related  to  the 
extiaguishment  of  the  paUic  debt,  be  expected 
to  hear  some  reasons  urged  for  snob  an  oniis- 
don.  In  tUs  he  bad  been  dis^tpointed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  know  it  bias  become  very 
fashionable  in  the  present  day  to  say,  that  we 
are  dischai^g  the  public  debt  too  rapidly. 
Many  deplore  that  it  is  melting  away  so  fiut : 
and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  avowed 
that  a  public  debt  is  a  pnbUo  blesnng,  yet  such 
is  the  necessary  tendency  of  tbe  remarks  which 
we  often  hear.  Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  the 
House  to  recur  to  the  past  history  of  the  coun- 
try. What  was  the  amount  of  our  debt  before 
the  late  war  t  It  had  been  so  much  reduced 
that  a  very  wise  and  a  vwy  great  statesman  fidk 
himself  at  a  loss  to  know  bow  our  sorplos  rev- 
enue oould  be  expended,  after  the  debt  should 
be  oitirely  extlngiddiea.  To  aooomplish  this 
purpose  amendments  to  the  constitution  were 
recommended.  But  war  came,  and  in  less  than 
three  years,  tbe  public  debt  increased  from  forty- 
five  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  coun- 
try, that,  in  peace,  it  was  our  duty  to  prepare 
for  war.  How  can  we  better  prepare,  than  by 
paying  our  debts?  According  to  the  system 
which  has  been  pursued  by  utis  Government 
from  its  ori^n,  we  have,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, no  resource  left,  in  time  of  war,  but  a  re- 
sort to  loons.  They  and  they  slone  most  sap- 
port  our  credit  in  the  d^  of  trial ;  and  yet  thii 
resooree  bad  nearly  been  exfaansted  before  the 
dose  d  the  last  war.  What  has  <»ioe  bew, 
e^erienoe  teachea  na  may  be  i^pdn.  Avai^ 
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ly  ijgaring  our  foreign  trade,  would  cot  off 
many  of  the  aooroes  of  our  revenae,  and  we 
shonld  be  compelled  agun  immediately  to  resort 
to  loans.  I  wish,  then,  if  pos^ble,  to  be  dear 
ofdebt,  when  another  war  Boal]  commence.  Onr 
debt,  rednced  as  it  has  been,  is  still  much  larger 
than  it  was  at  the  declaration  of  the  late  war. 
A  fiitnre  war  would,  in  a  very  few  years,  r^se 
it  higher  than  it  ever  has  been.  I  am,  there- 
Itffe,  m  fovw  of  husbanding  sU  onr  resources, 
and  applying  the  whole  enrplns,  not  absolately 
neoessary  for  other  ot^ects,  to  the  eztingoish- 
ment  of  the  national  debt.  If^  therefore,  we 
shall  pass  the  resolntion,  I  trust  that  this  oqjeot 
will  stand  in  the  front  rank. 

I  know  that  the  process  of  extinguishing  the 
debt  has  been  rapidly  sdvantung  for  several 
years,  and  I  do  not  oomplain  that  the  present 
Administration  have  not  fsiiily  applied  the  sink- 
ing fund  to  this  purpose.  Although  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  their  friend,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
admil^  tbey  have  gone  oa  to  carry  into  efilsct 
the  law  creating  that  ftend,  which  was  ao  wisely 
oiacted  by  our  predecessws;  This  rapid  ez- 
tiDgDishment  ot  the  public  debt  has  been  pro- 
dnrave  much  good  to  the  country.  Among 
other  benefits,  it  has  essentially  promoted  do- 
mestic inanuuctnre&  by  forcang  capital  into 
that  channel  of  busmess,  which  would  never 
have  been  thus  employed,  could  it  have  re- 
mained in  the  public  stock.  I  shall  vote  for  no 
amendment  which  shall  not  embrace,  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  the  position  that  the  pnblio  debt 
ou^t  to  be  eztingaisbed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

u  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina  (Mr. 
Odlfspkb)  had  reasoned  upon  the  fact  which 
he  stated,  and  had  drawn  the  fair  deduction 
ftom  It,  he  would,  I  tldnk,  feel  the  force  of  the 
ranarki  whidt  I  intend  to Inake.  Hessysthat 
Irat  one  bill  has  passed  into  a  law  during 
the  present  sesrion,  and  that  one  is  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress. 
I  would  ask  tnat  gentleman,  why  is  tiiis  the 
case !  Why  has  not  more  bnnneas  been  dcMie  f 
If  he  had  asked  himself  these  questions,  be 
would  probably  have  discovered  the  true  orimn 
of  my  remarki.  I  wish  to  speak  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  members  of  this  House,  when 
I  say  it  is  my  desire,  by  redaoiog  our  wages,  to 
make  it  oar  interest,  as  well  as  oar  daty,  to  do 
the  bosiness  of  the  counby  as  it  arises,  and  go 
home  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
in  a  huny— I  do  not  widi  to  act  without  due 
deliberation;  and  yet,  I  flnnty  believe  that  the 
pttbHo  badness  might  he  better  transacted  than 
It  is  at  present,  in  uttle  more  than  half  the  pe- 
riod of  oor  long  sesdons.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  "  an  aged  gentleman ; "  but  yet,  apon  this 
snbject,  I  can  speak  in  the  language  of  expe- 
rience, and  am  glad  that  there  are  many  ^n- 
tlemen  aroond  me  who  can  correct  me  if  I 
should  fall  into  error.  I  woald  ask,  what  has 
been  the  course  of  legislation  which  we  have 
heretofore  parsuedt  What  have  we  done 
daring  the  first  half  of  every  long  session !  I 
answer,  comparatively  nothing.  Xne  fkot  stated 
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by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (ICr. 
CuLPBPEB,)  in  regard  to  the  budneas  whidi  kas 
been  transacted  daring  the  present  aoerion,  m 
substantially  trae  of  those  that  are  past.  Bat 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  waste  of  tune  akie«i. 
The  necessary  oonseqnenoe  of  this  maimer  of 
proceeding  is  to  force  the  whole  bnanees  of  tlM 
sesnon  in  a  solid  mass  upcm  ^  Honae  nev  itm 
close.'  Then  we  have  so  much  to  do  that  w« 
can  do  nothing  wdL  Thwe  is  Qeitb^time  aar 
opportuidty  for  investigation;  and  measnnv 
are  ad<mtea,  the  nature  and  character  of  wUifc 
cannot  be  understood  by  the  House.  Imsie- 
diatdy  before  the  close  of  the  seasuKi,  we  se 
employed  in  passing  bills  until  12,  1,  3,  and  S 
oWock  in  the  morning.  I  have  been  aposi  do* 
floor  at  a  late  period  of  the  night,  when  ioK 
portant  amendments  were'  arriving  evaj  few 
minutes  from  the  Senate,  which  were  ad^ited, 
when,  I  believe,  there  were  not  more  tluot 
thirty  or  forty  members  present.  I  do  know 
that  it  was  then  in  the  powtf  of  sbj  »■ 
dividual,  by  merely  calling  for  a  divisioB,  to 
defeat  any  of  these  measores.  This  would  hate 
fiimished  official  information  to  the  Speabr 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  and  that  aa 
business  could  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  MiTOEBLL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  shaO 
vote  for  the  resolution.  It  was  with  pain  I 
saw  the  apparent  laugh  and  amusement  whid 
the  resolution,  and  the  remarks  whieh  aooom- 
panied  it,  afforded  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  Their  feelings  towards  a  new  mem- 
ber most  be  very  different  from  mine.  I  view 
such  a  member  as  coming  fresh  from  the  peo- 
ple, and,  therefore,  not  Inn^  enough  here  to  be 
contaminated  by  bad  prinuples,  vr  evil  exam- 
ple. He  is  fresh  from  the  oven  of  paUie  <^iiD- 
lon ;  and,  as  sach,  bearing  the  impreas  of  the 
people.  The  gentleman  mm  Kentncty  qieaks, 
I  do  not  doubt,  the  sentiments  of  serea-eighths 
ni  the  honest  and  intelligent  people  whom  we 
represent.  "What  he  q»e^  is  not  his  own  lan- 
guage ;  it  is  the  language  of  the  people.  And 
while  I  listened  to  him,  I  felt  an  emotion  of 
shame  that  I  should,  in  any  degree,  during  the 
little  time  I  have  been  here,  have  weakened 
my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I  believe  to 
l>e  the  wul  of  my  constituents.  The  oonetita- 
tion  itself^  by  appointing  a  periodical  term  for 
our  service  here,  reminds  ns  of  the  winciida 
that  the  representaives  in  this  hall  oi^t,  from 
period  to  period,  to  come  trvah  from  tibe  aeo- 
ple,  reflecting  their  sentiments,  and  qteakhw 
their  language.  And,  sir,  he  who  disr^aru 
this  principle,  will  most  oertsinly  fall  a  victim 
to  his  own  folly ;  and,  in  saying  titis,  I  do  sot 
speak  the  dreams  of  imaynation,  but  the  lan- 
goage  of  fact  It  has  been'said,  in  this  diseni- 
sion,  that  we  have  the  cheapest  Government 
on  earth.  Have  we,  nr?  I  can  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  one  which  has  outlived  all 
the  republics  of  the  world — of  Athens,  of  Spar- 
ta, and  all  the  other  republics  of  Greece.  Tb«re 
is  not  one  among  them  all  which  is  equal  in  tins 
respect  to  the  uttie  republic  <tf  San  IbkriBO^ 
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which  has  endured  now  for  fonrteen  hundred 
years.  80  long,  air,  as  a  repablio  contiuueB 
almple,  its  OoTemmeDt  cheap,  and  its  people 
Tirtuona,  it  will  perpetuate  tJieir  happiness; 
but  as  soon  as  the  Government  beocHnes  splen- 
did, and  its  ofScers  grow  into  rolers,  it  will 
Burety  be  of  short  continuance,  llow,  sir,  what 
ia  the  present  sitoation  of  this  cheap  Govem- 
mentl  Why,  sir,  would  it  be  believed  that  the 
nttmher  oS  persons  actoally  engaged  in  it 
amonnts  to  doable  the  Dombcr  of  our  military 
foToe'l  Yet  snoh  ia  the  fiwt  at  thia  moment. 
The  number  of  officers  in  Um  various  depart- 
ments of  this  Gkivemmentj  civil  and  military, 
amount  to  no  less  than  nine  thousaod.  Can 
Chey  all  be  really  useful !  No,  sir,  it  is  impos- 
nbie.  I  have  been  informed,  said  Mr.  U.,  and 
believe,  that,  in  the  Ordn^oe  Department,  the 
disbursement  of  about  three  hundred  thousand 
doUars  costs  the  Government  nearly  seventy 
tiiousand.  Sir,  in  this  there  most  be  ft(HnethiDg 
wrong.  There  must  be  something  rotten  in 
Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  (he  gentleman  from 
Kentooky  ought  to  have  pointed  out  the  par- 
tioalar  mischief  which  he  wIAed  to  remedy. 
But  Uiis  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  individual, 
unless  he  can  devote  me  whole  of  his  Ume  to 
the  inqairy.  And  I  therefbre  hop«  this  resolu- 
tion wilt  not  be  sent  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Heaos,  but  will  be  confided  to  a  Select 
Oommittee,  who  may  be  employed  ezclosively 
in  this  investigation.  And  I  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  discretion  of  the  Chair,  that  such 
members  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  as  are  not 
already  burdened.  I  hope  they  wiU  go  into 
the  nomeroos  departments,  and  search  every 
thing  to  the  bottom.  I  repeat,  there  are  now 
9,888  persons  employed  in  these  various  depart- 
menta.  Sir,  is  this  like  a  BranUio  ?  It  is  Uke 
any  thing  else  in  the  wortd.  within  tiie  small 
period  I  have  enjoyed  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
have  witnessed  a  very  strong  derire  to  multiply 
officers,  bat  no  movement  of  reform.  It  has 
been  sud  by  a  gentleman  more  aged  in  expe- 
rience than  I,  (Ur.  RANDOLpn,)  that  this  is  not 
the  accepted  time.  Sir,  I  cannot  a^ee  with 
^lat  gentleman.  It  is  always  the  time  to  do 
good.  Now  is  the  accepted  time.  A  continual 
drip  will  at  length  wear  a  hole  in  a  stone,  and 
BO  will  continual  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed ;  and  I  have 
been  delighted  to  see,  in  so  many  members  of 
this  House,  a  disposition  to  carry  forth  this 
measure  to  the  good  of  the  oonntry.  Look, 
at  the  vast  erpenditnre  of  tlUs  Government, 
and  compare  that  ezpenditare  with  the  dmple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.  This,  sir,  is  the 
true  principle  of  comparison,  and  not  to  com- 
pare oar  oxp«ises  with  the  expenses  of  £ng- 
und,  of  Bossia,  of  Austria,  or  of  France.  Suui 
a  comparison  is  manifeaUy  adjust  Our  own 
Government  stands  alone,  and  the  parallel  wilt 
not  apply.  When  we  look  at  the  simplicity  of 
its  machinery,  we  shall  find  the  Government 
otOreat  Brit^  air«ry  nnlUthfldmoaltw.  It 
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will  be  worse  if  we  ^  to  that  of  Rusna,  and  it 
will  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any  Kinj^ 
Government  whatever.  How  many  new  offices 
have  been  created  since  the  days  of  our  pros- 
perity t  And  when  I  speak  of  the  days  of  pros- 
perity in  this  Repablio,  I  refer  to  the  first  days 
of  Ur.  Jefferson's  Administration.  Those  were 
the  days  of  its  glory.  The  Repnblic  has  been 
deteriorating  ever  since,  and  will  soon  slide, 
unless  careiuly  restrained,  into  the  ocean  of 
profligacy.  The  gentleman  told,  us  that  the 
Jfilitary  Academy  at  West.  Point  did  not  con- 
fine its  benefits  to  the  sons  vi  the  well  bom, 
and  the  rich.  Bat^  dr,  I  ask  what  orphan  son 
of  a  widowed  mother  is  ever  recommended  to 
that  institution t  No,  sir;  we  recommend  a 
boy  whose  father  is  abundantiy  able  to  educate 
him,  and  we  do  it  because  that  father  is  also 
able  to  aid  us  in  our  election  to  this  House, 
The  geotieman  says  the  school  is  conducted 
with  the  greatest  Bepablioan  nmplicity.  Sir, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  idea  the  gentieman 
attaches  to  those  terms.  If  ever  there  was  a 
monarchical  institution  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
the  nulitary  scho<d  <^  Franoe  not  excepted,  Uiis 
oertainly  is  one.  Sir,  it  Is  one  of  the  very  crea- 
tures of  rojtltj.  But  we  have  been  told  that 
we  most  not  stop  here ;  that  we  must  have  a 
naval  institntion  also,  in  which  young  men 
from  the  first  circles  may  receive  their  educv 
tion  also,  at  tiie  public  expense ;  and  I  venture 
to  say,  when  they  have  got  it,  they  will  be 
more  useless,  if  pos^ble,  than  before.  Bat  it 
is  with  these  that  our  navy  is  to  be  filled. 
Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are  to  have  a  national 
university,  intended,  no  doubt,  to  prepare 
young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  fioor:  then, 
sir,  m  things  will  be  going  on  beautifully, 
and  the  poor  people  will  be  ran  down  under 
oar  feet.  God  save  me  and  my  posteri^ 
any  snoh  Eepubliean  institations.  Sir, 
we  are  ndsled  t^^  names.  A  spade  is  not  oallea 
a  spade.  We  call  these  RepubUcsn  institu- 
tions. But  I  say,  let  the  States  educate  their 
own  sons.  Let  as  have  that  cradle  which 
brought  forth  a  Washington  and  a  Jackson,  to 
bless  their  oonntry.  When,  air,  did  gentility 
do  any  thing  for  the  public  good  ?  Whw  did 
pomp  and  snow  proloiur  the  date  of  a  Repub- 
lic t  Remember  now  Thebes  mouldered  into 
rains  when  her  people  Bonght  to  outvie  the  Per- 
sians. Bememlier  what  became  of  Sparta  when 
she  forgot  the  simple  laws  of  Lycurgas.  So 
will  this  Government  crumble  into  rain,  before 
twenty  years,  untess  we  stop  the  wheus  of  its 
downward  oonrse  in  profligacy  and  eztravar 
gance.  We  crane  from  our  homes,  many  of  us 
at  least,  poor  and  penniless — we  look  at  the 
magnificence  of  this  HsU — we  learn  to  attend 
upon  levees,  and  to  bow  to  those  who  are  In 
fact  onr  servants,  and  we  soon  disdain  to  own 
that  we  were  poor.  We  are  dressed  at  the 
public  expense,  and  soon  cut  a  flne  figore,  but 
tlus  Connie  will  soon  destroy  ns  unless  we  stop 
midway  in  our  mad  career. 
]&.  VixnxLf  ol  £«itaolgr,  said:  the  adop- 
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tion  of  thU  meafiore  wonld,  Ui  his  opinion, 

Erodaoe  much  good.  It  would  set  on  foot  an 
iqairj  whether  the  pnblio  expenditores  are  not 
exorbitant,  and  ongbt  not  to  be  reduced.  In 
anj  general  attempt  to  reduce  the  pablic  ex- 
pendunrea.  it  waa  lugfaly  expedient  that  Con- 
gress Bh<Mud  set  the  example.  Let  ns  (sud  he) 
begin  hj  reducing  oar  own  compensation,  and 
then  other  pabHc  officers  will  have  no  reasona- 
ble ground  of  complaint  if  we  should  redooe 
their  salaries,  whi<^  measure  might  otherwise 
be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  us.  It  is  mj 
<^inion,  that,  with  proper  prudence  and  econ- 
omy, a  man  may  be  paid  for  bis  services,  and 
live  very  weU  on  six  dollars  per  day;  and 
when  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  two  dol- 
lars saving  per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  delib- 
wate  consideration  of  snch  a  dignified  body  as 
Oongress,  they  ought  to  consider  that  the  sav- 
ing of  two  dollars  per  day  on  the  pay  of  each 
member  voidd  ammmt  to  hondreds  of  dollars 
per  day :  and  fsx  the  number  of  di^  in  each 
session,  wonld  amount  to  an  immense  saving. 
Bnoh  wonld  be  the  eflfect  of  redocing  the  pay 
of  members  from  eight  dollars  per  day,  to  six, 
or  five,  or  four  doIUm  per  day ;  and  members 
might  live  comfortably  for  less  than  the  latter 
sum,  the  expenses  of  living  in  this  city  being 
nothing  like  what  he  anticipated  and  expected 
when  be  left  home. 

In  oar  own  State,  where  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  receive  two  debars  per  day  for 
their  services,  they  live  well  during  the  annual 
session,  and  return  home,  at  the  end  of  it,  with 
50  or  60  dollars  in  their  pocket,  &c.  Another 
reason  which  indnoed  ICr.  D.  to  &Tor  a  redac- 
tion ol  the  pnblio  expraditoree  was,  that  it  was 
pK^tosed  to  increase  the  duties  on  woollen 
goods,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  operate  as  a 
prohibition  on  their  importation,  the  conse- 

gnence  of  which  would  be,  that  the  people  must 
e  taxed,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  support  of  this 
Government :  and  gentlemen,  who  were  in  favor 
of  what  was  call^  the  tai^  principle,  on^t 
to  consider,  if  they  meant  to  press  that  meas- 
nre,  that  it  was  indispensable  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  snonld  be  retrenched.  To 
this,  he  presomed,  a  portion  of  the  public  offi- 
cers comd  have  no  great  oltJections;  and  es- 
pecially tlie  Secretary  of  the  IVeasury,  who 
vas  BO  denrons  th«t  the  import  duties  on  oer- 
tain  aitides  shonld  be  angmented. 


Fbidat,  January  26. 

Setreaehmentt 

The  HoQfie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Chil- 
ton. The  following  amendment,  moved  by 
ICr.  Tatlob,  of  New  xotfe,  being  under  oonnd- 
eration : 

"  Retolved,  That  the  Conmiittee  of  Ways  anci 
Jfeans  be  icstnicted  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to 
this  Hooae,  what  oBBcers,  In  their  opioion,  may  be 
moat  adraotageonsly  discontinued;  irhat  salaries 
win  reasonably  bear  MdueUon;  and  nob  other 


means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them  may  be  necM- 
sary. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Va.,  said  that  lie  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because,  in  his  judgment,  it 
was  not  likely  to  result  in  any  thing  beneficial 
either  here  or  daewhnra.  It  amounts  in  ss1>- 
stance  to  thi&  that  a  committee  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  tell  this  House  that  which  tiiey  alreadr 
perfectly  know — ^tiiat  there  is  prodi^lity  ana 
waste  in  the  expenditures  of  this  Government; 
and  because  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
wbole  nation  has  so  long  felt  the  greatest  anx- 
iety, is,  by  this  amendment,  to  be  stricken  out 
of  the  resolution.  I  mean,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  ex- 
pediency of  dischai^ng,  as  speedily  as  poanble, 
the  national  debt  The  time  has  now  arrived 
when  this  House  is  bound  to  do  something  de- 
cisive in  its  character.  Heretofon>,  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Government  has  been,  in  a  great 
degree,  beyond  our  limits,  and  confined  to  ob- 
jects tn  a  constitutional  character ;  but  now  • 
new  era  has  opened  upon  ua,  and  we  are  about 
to  fed  all  tbtwe  eidamitous  consequences  whidi 
its  medsurea  and  poli<7^  are  destined  to  bring 
upon  the  people.  It  is  very  true  that  die  doc- 
trine advanced  under  the  elder  Adams,  that  s 
national  debt  is  a  national  blesmng,  haa  not 
now  been  distinctly  avowed ;  but  the  same 
doctrine  is  substantially  advanced  in  a  different 
shape.  We  have  been  told  that  a  national  debt 
for  which  stock  is  issued  by  the  Government, 
is  beneficial  and  desirable,  because  it  enables 
capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  the  United 
States  securities,  and  then,  if  doaUi  ovolakes 
them,  a  permanent  provision  is  made  for  thrir 
wires  and  families.  The  interest  on  their  in- 
vestment, though  not,  perhaps,  so  great  as  that 
arising  from  other  stocks,  is  sure,  and  can  be 
received  with  oertduty,  being  free  from  aU 
those  risks  and  changes  which  arise  from  the 
malconduct  of  Bank  Directors,  and  other  con- 
tingencies to  which  it  wonld  be  liable,  if  in- 
vested either  in  commerce,  or  in  the  stock  of 
turnpike  roads,  steamboats,  canals,  &c.,  which 
seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SrawART  rose  to  8ay  a  few  words  in  re^ 
ply  to  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Buchanan,)  and  the 
gentlemen  from  Vimnia,  (Mr.  Bakdolph  and 
ISj.  Flotd,)  who  had  spoken  aninst  the  reaohi- 
tion.  The  object  of  this  res(4unon  is  to  institnte 
an  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  abuses  exist  in 
the  public  expenditures ;  whether  there  are  any 
unnecessary  offices  and  salaries :  and  whether 
retrenchment  may  not  be  beneficially  resorted 
to.  For  his  own  part  he  was  decidedly  in  fwtit 
of  the  resolution.  Let  the  doors  ctf  inquiir  be 
thrown  wide  open;  let  every  one  enter  and  see 
for  himself.  He  would  vote  for  it,  whether  re- 
ferred to  a  Standing  or  a  Select  Committee ;  or 
whether  the  amendment  now  proposed  was 
adopted  or  not ;  he  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  the  preamble  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out,  seemed  to  him  to  contain  an  as- 
snmption  of  the  very  facts  which  it  was  the 
end  and  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry  to  as- 
certain. lfr.S.waadeadedl]rinftTorafeTO7 
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inqniiy  into  sapposed  abases ;  and,  if  found  to  ex- 
ist, he  would  go  with  him  who  dares  go  fiuthest 
in  applying  the  OOTrectire.  The  gentleman 
who  introdiiced  this  proposition,  woo  ocnnes 
immediately  from  the  people,  and  from  a 
highly  excited  political  contest,  tells  ns,  what 
is  imdonbtedly  tnie,  that  the  public  mind  is  ex- 
oited  on  this  snlgeet;  titiat  the  people  believe 
the  Government  has  become  waatefu  and  prod- 
iflal,  that  abnsea  exist,  at  the  most  alarming 
cnaraeter :  and  so  strong  was  the  popular  senti- 
ment on  this  satgec^  that  be  was  obliged  to 
give  a  pled^  to  his  omstataents,  before  be  left 
them,  to  bnog  this  subject  inmiediately  before 
the  Hoose — it  was  then,  in  bis  judgment,  alike 
due  to  public  opinion,  and  to  the  character  of 
the  QoTcrnment,  that  this  inquiry  should  be 
promptly  instituted.  If  the  allied  abuses 
exist,  let  them  be  exposed  and  remedied.  If 
not,  let  these  clamors  be  silenoed  by  the'report 
of  s  committee  of  this  House — let  the  public 
ear  be  disabused  and  (he  public  mind  put  at 
rest 

If  abuses  exist;  if  tiiere  aretoomanyoflSoee; 
if  salaries  are  too  Ugh  or  too  unmerons ;  if  the 
public  money  is  wastefully  and  prodigally  ex- 
pended— where  is  the  fault?  At  whose  door 
lies  the  ein  of  these  offences  t  The  fault  is  in 
this  House,  sir.  We  bold  the  purse  strings  of 
the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  will 
be  held  responsible,  if  we  apply  not  the  remedy 
promptly  and  efficiently.  Public  offices  were 
not  only  created,  bnt  the  salaries  fixed,  and 
their  payment  annually  provided  for,  by  law. 
Every  appropriaUon  oS  money  for  every  object 
of  expenditure,  down  to  the  lowest  clerkship 
in  the  Departments,  had  to  pass  under  the  no- 
tice and  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  afterwards  of  this 
Uoose.  He  therefore  hoped  the  inqairy  would 
go  on — ^its  postponement  would  be  a  disregard 
of  public  dnty  on  the  part  of  those  who  be- 
lieved in  the  existence  of  the  evils  and  abuses 
oompluned  of.  His  coUeogue  bad  said,  that 
he  considered  it  too  late  in  the  session  ■  that 
half  the  session  had  now  gone  by.  If  half  the 
session  were  gone — what  have  we  done?  It 
had  been  said,  and  said  tmly,  that  but  one  bill 
bad  yet  become  a  law,  and  that  was  topro- 
Tide  for  the  payment  our  own  wages  I  what 
vonld  become  of  the  tariff  if  half  the  session 
was  gon<^  find  no  bill  yet  reported  to  the 
House?  Bnt,  for  one,  if  abuses  existed,  as  had 
been  alleged,  he  would  stay  here  (liowever  re- 
luctant) till  midsummer,  if  necessary,  to  expose 
and  correct  them,  and  fnlffi  the  other  duties 
which  we  owe  to  the  oonntry  and  our  constit- 
uents. But,  gentlemen  say  we  must  go  to 
work  *'  systemaUoally ; "  lot  each  individual  go 
to  work  and  ferret  out  abuses  and  expose  them. 
Expose  them  where!  In  the  public  prints? 
For  what  purpose,  and  with  what  view  ?  This 
could  lead  to  no  practical  result.  Ko,  let  the 
resolntion  be  adopted,  let  the  anljjeot  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  this  House;  if  abuses  ex- 
ist^ let  them  report  a  bill  for  thdr  oorreotioa ; 


[H-orB. 

if  not,  let  the  fact  be  stated,  and  let  the  tongue 
of  misrepreeentatlon  be  silenced ;  let  tlie  in- 
jurious reports  now  abroad  opon  the  wind,  and 
wafted  to  the  remotest  parts  of  our  country,  be 
exposed  to  merited  reprobation.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (lir.  Randolph)  says,  we 
will,  by  adopting  the  resolution,  send  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  not  m  a  voyage  <tf 
discovery,  but  of  "  un discovery this  consti- 
tuted no  objection  to  the  measure.  The  gentle- 
man had  allied  the  existence  of  many  and 
great  abuses.  If  so,  does  the  gentleman  doubt 
the  ability  or  disposition  of  the  able  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ferret 
out  and  expose  them?  He  presumed  not. 
This  duty  is  imposed  on  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Mews,  by  the  rules  of  the  House ;  it 
was  a  duty  for  which  they  were  particoUu-ly 
qualified,  by  their  familiarity  with  the  whole 
range  of  public  e^wnditures  ooustaotly  present- 
ed to  theur  view.  He  would  be  gjad  to  see  an 
annual  report  from  that  committee,  presentinA 
in  one  cwar  and  omnprehoisive  view  to 
oonntry,  an  oUbit  of  all  the  expen^tures  of 
the  several  I)^>artment8  of  Ooveniment,  civil, 
military,  commercial — with  the  oonraderations 
which  recommend  their  continuance  or  dis- 
continuance: thus  public  attention  would  be 
attracted  to  abuses  if  they  existed,  and,  if  not, 
misrepresentation  and  unfounded  onnplunta 
would  be  silenced. 

Mr.  Bl&ks  stud :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is 
not  whether  the  national  debt  should  bo  extin- 
guished, but  whether  the  present  Administration 
is  on  extravagant  and  prodigal  one  or  not.  Be* 
fore  I  left  my  oonstitnents,  to  discbarge  the  dn^ 
they  had  been  pleased  to  as^gn  me  in  tnis  House^ 
I  had  heard  repeatedly  and  frequently  that  the 
patronage  of  the  Administration  bad  become 
alarmin^y  extensive— that  the  officers  in  va- 
rious Departmente  nader  tiiem  received  higher 
salaries  than  their  services  entitied  tbem  to,  and 
that  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money 
were  prodigal,  and  menacing  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country.  These  oomplunts  were  not  made 
generally  without  aswgning  a  responsibility,  but 
they  were  all  charged  upon  the  Administration ; 
they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  misrepre- 
sentation and  Mmplaint  against  the  present 
ineumbttnte  in  the  nigh  offices  <rf  the  Oovmi- 
ment.  Those  distin^rished  indiTidnala  wen 
represented  as  setting  an  example  of  extravi^ 
guioe,  of  nourishing  and  extending  tiie  evil  to 
the  community  around  them  at  the  pnblio  ex- 
pense ;  and  their  conduct  generally,  it  was  em- 
phatically said,  was  incompatible  with  the  true 
ohwraoter  of  a  Republic,  sustaining  and  recom- 
mending tbe  notion  that  this  Government 
should  be  splendid  and  profuse  like  tlie  old 
Governments  of  tbe  other  hemisphere.  That 
the  gentleman  from  Xentucky  lu»  introduced 
bis  resolution,  and  presented  the  sabject  serious- 
ly before  the  House,  is  therefore  matter  for  re- 
joicing. I  shall  support  an  inquiry  into  these 
charges  most  willingly.  Let  tbe  resolution  be 
adopted,  let  the  investigation  be  prooeeded  in, 
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and  pnshed  tfaoroaghlj — let  the  gentleman  and 
those  who  maj  be  assigned  to  aid  him,  have 
everj  assistance  from  this  House,  so  that  the  in- 
quiry may  he  condaoted  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage. If  it  be  the  fact,  tiiat  this  is  such  a 
wicked  and  onprincipled  AdminiBtration  as  it 
is  represented,  let  that  fact  be  made  i^pearand 
reported  to  os,  and  let  erery  member  of  it 
tremble  for  the  consequences  that  will  awfut 
him  from  a  betrajed  and  indignant  people. 
Bat  if  it  be  mere  fiction,  originating  in  the 
heated  minds  of  political  zealots,  let  that  fact 
also  appear,  and  let  a  generous  acknowledgment 
be  made.  And,  sir,  I  trust  that  there  is  in  this 
House  a  sense  of  generosity,  a  spirit  of  obivalry, 
which  under  all  circumstances,  will  support  its 
honor,  and  induce  it  to  redress  the  calumniated 
nod  the  ii^nred.  Sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  all  the 
Teaolutiona  offered  by  Uie  ^ntleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, but  for  that  one  which  la  retained  in  the 
amendment  prmoeed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  which  contemplates  an  Inqairy 
whether  any  retrenchment  be  necessary  or  not 
The  other  resolutions  which  precede  it,  state  it 
as  a  fact  that  abuses  do  exist,  and  I  am  unwilling 
tp  sanction  such  an  admission  by  my  vote,  until 
I  have  some  evidence  that  they  do  exist.  So 
fu*  as  he  contemplates  an  inquiry,  I  will  go  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but  I  cannot 
admit  any  loose  and  unsupported  charges ;  nor 
am  I  as  yet  prepared  to  say  that  retrenchment 
is  necessary — that  the  salaries  of  officers  are 
exorbitant,  and  that  abases  exist  in  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money.  Sir,  we  were  told 
yesterday  about  the  West  Point  Academy,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supporteil  was 
a  reflection  on  the  present  Administration.  It 
is  true  that  the  Administration  has  sustained 
and  nourished  that  Institution.  And  why  so  ? 
Did  the  Institution  originate  with  the  present 
Administration  I  No,  sir.  It  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  illustrious  Washington,  so  frequently 
and  deservedly  called  the  Fauier  of  his  Country, 
was  established  by  Congress  in  the  second  year 
of  the  administration  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  and, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  protected  and 
(Perished  by  every  Adminis^atlon.  If  it  be 
m  improper  establishment^  and  one  caletdated 
to  niMermine  the  political  InstitnUons  of  the 
oonntry,  let  not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the 
present  Admmistration,  but  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  it  We  are  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  (Mr.  MiTcnsLi.,)  that  it  is  a  place 
for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  ridi  men,  and 
that  the  sons  of  poor  men  do  not  partioipate  in 
its  benefits.  Since  the  remark  was  mode  by 
the  gentleman,  I  have  inquired  particularly  into 
the  facts,  and  I  have  learnt  enough  to  satinfy 
me  that  the  gentleman  has  been  misinformed — 
that  he  is  mistaken — that  the  appointments  are 
distributed  without  regard  to  the  pecuniary  cir- 
cum  stances  of  the  parent  of  the  ^plicant— that 
the  sons  of  the  poor  as  well  as  uie  rich  have 
received  them— that  It  is  enough  to  know  that 
the  youthfbl  candidate  is  one  of  promise,  and 
that  the  district  In  which  he  rendeshaa  not  re- 


ceived  its  full  complement ;  and  these  {acta  b*- 
ing  established,  the  Secretary  appoints  withoot 
regard  to  the  exploded  qualification  of  fiimilx 
rank. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  [Hvpared  to  say  tint « 
general  retrenchment  is  absolutely  neceBaary — 
that  there  are  more  officers  employed  here  than 
are  required  by  the  public  interest.  If  mdi 
was  the  case, -I  am  inclined  to  I}dieve  that  the 
distinguished  individuals  at  the  bead  o€  the 
Government,  would  have  recommended  the 
measure.  My  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  ia 
very  difi^rent  from  that  whloh  the  bonwohle 
gentieman  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  Floto)  a^pean  to 
entertain  of  them.  I  believe  them  to  be  as 
intelligent,  as  honest,  as  patriotic,  as  any  set  ai 
men  at  the  head  of  any  Government  in  the 
world,  and  that  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  that 
they  ore  our  oonntrymen,  and  have  been  jAa/otd 
at  the  helm.  If  jusnoe  should  not  be  done  than 
now,  posterity  will  do  ihaa  justice ;  bnt  I  hope, 
and  trust,  an^  believe,  that  the  present  age  wilt 
do  them  justice,  notwithstanding  the  many  prfr-. 
dictions  and  appearances  to  the  contrary ;  and, 
sir,  as  it  relates  to  my  humble  fortunes,  I  obeer- 
fully  and  fearlessly  peril  them  in  ^e  same 
barque,  and  am  willing  to  »nk  or  swim  with 
the  canse  of  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.  Wbigbt,  of  Ohio,  said  be  owed  it  to  the 
subject  to  express  his  satisfaction  that  this 
matter  had  been  introduced  into  the  Honse ; 
and,  stud  Mr.  W.,  I  may  be  permitted,  1  bop^ 
to  congratulate  uie  country  on  the  aanticioos 
prospects  which  now  appear  to  attrad  the  pro- 
posed inquiry.  So  long  ago,  sir,  as  the  18ui  of 
May,  1826, 1  presented  to  the  Honse  a  prqMiei- 
tion  having  in  view  the  same  object  with  that 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Cbilton.)  a  reference  to  the  Journal  of  that 
day  will  show  a  proposition  introduced  hy  me, 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House,  so  as  to  rwss 
a  standing  committee  on  retrenchment,  whose 
express  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  into  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  business  was  trans- 
acted in  the  various  pubtio  offices,  to  ascertain 
any  abuses  that  existed,  and  suggest  the  pn^per 
remedies,  and  propose  measures  calcnlsited  to 
promote  ecoufmiy  in  the  tnnsaotim  (tf  pnWe 
affairs.  The  propomtion  met  with  little  Csnr 
then,  and  I  was  unable  to  get  It  off  from  the 
table.  1  am  glad  to  see  many  gentlemen,  from 
whom  I  then  received  neith^  aid  nor  oounle- 
nance,  anxious  to  promote  the  measure  now.  I 
tiien  preferred  a  general  Standing  Committee^ 
because,  in  looking  over  the  duties  assigned  to 
the  various  committees  of  the  House,  I  was 
afraid  that  this,  as  I  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  important  subject,  would  be  nt^ected  by 
committees  charged  with  so  many  other  duties 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  sir,  thinking 
that,  if  I  directed  my  efforts  to  one  sinrie  eab- 
jeot,  I  miriit  be  more  sncoeasftil,  I  offered  a 
resoluticm  olreeting  an  inquiry  into  the  expradi- 
tnre  of  the  contingent  fhud  of  this  Hooasi  In 
looking  OTW  the  itons  of  expoiditare  oonneelied 
with  i^  I  thon^t  many  of  tlum  extangait 
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and  nnneeessary,  oondaoing  more  to  the  con- 
venieDce  of  members  than  to  the  advaacement 
of  the  pablio  interest,  I  thought  retrenchment 
ought  to  be  made,  and  that  it  was  proper  the 
work  shoold  begin  here,  in  this  House.  This 
project  fiUledf  ss  did  the  other.  I  am  really 
0-aUfied  that  the  salneet  is  now  here  tmder 
oiffereat  anspioea,  ana  that  the  present  pro- 
poBitioQ  meets  nnieh  more  favor  than  ^ther  ot 
mine  did. 

I  have,  sir,  still  another  eaose  to  congratnlate 
mjself  that  this  subject  is  iDtrodQced  in  the 
House  at  this  time,  and  under  the  present  aus- 
pices. The  present  President  of  the  United 
States  has  recommended  it  to  your  considera- 
tion in  his  two  last  messages.  This  shows  the 
subject  is  not  a  new  one,  brought  forward  for 
the  first  time  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  in 
December,  1826,  says :  "  It  is  well  for  us,  how- 
ever,  to  be  admonished  of  the  necessity  of 
abiding  by  the  inft**tn«  the  most  vigilant 
economy,  and  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and 
nsefol  expedients,  for  pttrsning,  with  steady 
and  inflexible  perseverance,  the  total  discharge 
of  the  debt."  In  the  Message  of  December, 
1827,  he  says :  "  The  deep  solicitude  felt  by  alt 
(daaaes  thronghont  the  Umon,  for  the  total  dis- 
charge of  the  pablic  debt,  will  apologize  for  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
urge  this  topic  upon  the  consideration  of  Oon- 
gress ;  of  recommending  to  them  again  the 
strictest  econ<miy  in  the  ^plicaticm  of  the  pub- 
lioftande." 

Sir,  if  we  really  wish  to  retmch  the  pnbKc 
upen^tnre^  and  r^rm  existtng  abases,  we 
have  reason  to  fdieitate  ourselves  on  the  pros- 
peot  of  doing  something ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
\»  satisfied  that  ameasnre  which,  when  brought 
forward  by  me,  wholly  failed  to  find  favor,  and 
which,  when  earnestly  and  repeatedly  recom- 
mended to  our  consideration  by  oar  present  ex- 
cellent and  vi^ant  Chief  Magistrate,  under  the 
Injunctions  of  the  oonstitntion,  coold  not  attract 
the  attention  of  the  House,  or  draw  out  one 
friend  of  economy  and  reform  in  its  favor,  has 
now  drawn  to  its  gnpport  the  aid  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, from  different  sides  of  the  House.  I 
hope  something  will  now  be  done.  I  have  sup- 
jrased  that,  in  some  of  the  many  public  ofSces 
to  which  the  business  of  the  nation  is  oon- 
rigned,  their  is  extravagances  and  abases  that 
need  remedy ;  bat  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  I 
am  noable  to  say  precisely  where  the  extrava- 
gance or  the  abuses  can  be  foond.  I  want  the 
subject  inqalred  into  by  a  competent  committee, 
and  fnlly  probed  to  the  bottom.  Give  us  in- 
formation and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed, 
let  us  reform.  I  entertun  the  opinion  that  this 
duty  would  be  better  performed  by  the  able, 
experienced,  and  diligent  Committee  of  Ways 
aoaKeans,  than  by  any  Select  Committee  which 
may  be  raised,  composed,  probably,  of  new 
members.  Gentlemen  must  be  more  fintunate 
than  I  have  been,  if^  in  vinting  the  offices  on 
bnainesa,  tb^  can  uid  thehr  way  tiinmgh  the 
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different  official  ramifications  of  the  offices; 
and  they  will,  I  fear,  make  slow  progress  in 
searohiog  for  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  routioe  uf  business.  If  gentlemen  will 
advert  to  the  duties  devolved  by  the  rules  of 
the  Honse  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  will  find  tha^  among  other  things, 
that  committee  ia  required  "  to  inquire  into  we 
state  <tf  the  pablic  debt,  of  the  revenue,  and  of 
Uie  expenditures,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  their  opimon  thereon;  and  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  pnbUc  Departments, 
and  particnl^y  into  the  laws  maklDg  appro- 
priations of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether  the 
moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with 
those  laws ;  and  also,  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  snch  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  De- 
partments, and  the  accoantability  of  their 
offioers.**  This  committee,  th^,  is  the  proper 
committee ;  ito  members  are  fiu^Uar  with  the 
whole  subject,  many  of  them  are  old  members ; 
they  have  long  contemplated  the  whole  routine 
of  public  business  in  the  offices,  and  can  act 
speedily  and  efficiently.  They  know  where  to 
strike;  from  them  I  ^ould  expect  somethii^; 
but  I  shouid  not  feel  the  same  confidence  in  a 
Select  Committee.  I  hope,  thereibre,  the  ref- 
erence will  be  to  that  committee ;  but  if  that 
is  refused,  I  will  vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  it  has  become  fashionable,  in  various 
parts  of  the  House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and 
to  proclum  their  desire  to  do  the  public  businesa 
and  ^  home ;  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  this 
occanon,  lest  I  should  not  be  uvored  with 
another,  to  say,  that  it  is  also  my  denre  to  do 
the  pablio  business  and  return  home.  I  am 
willing  to  engage  in  doing  the  public  business, 
and  work  at  i^  and  when  done,  to  go  home. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  go  home  before  we  have 
made  some  effort  to  do  the  public  business,  even 
if  we  f^  in  accompli^ing  it  What  have  we 
done  I  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buohanah)  has  told  vb  the  session  is  half  over. 
We  have  passed  a  law  ^propriatiog  money  to 
pay  ourselves,  but  what  else  have  we  done  I 
Let  gentlemen  examine  Into  the  business  done, 
and  they  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other  aot. 
Let  us  not  go  home  and  leave  the  pnUlic  busi- 
ness, but  do  it,  and  thai  talk  of  going  home. 
If  I  understand  the  gentleman  right,  (and  I  al- 
ways listen  to  him  with  pleasure,)  he  avowed 
himself  favorable  to  retrenchment  and  reform, 
but  thought  it  not  the  accepted  time  to  engage 
in  that  work.  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time  t 
If  I  seek  an  answer  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  find  nothing  but  the  observations  al- 
luded to,  that  the  session  was  half  through,  and 
we  ought  to  do  the  pablic  business  and  go  home. 
Is  the  gentleman  content  that  we  iiuer  from 
this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
pnblio  bunnesst  Surely  he  would  not  admit 
that.  We  have  done  nothiiw — then  must  be 
some  putdic  bunness  done  before  we  go  hmne. 
What  are  we  to  do  ?  This,  sir,  ia  pnblio  buia- 
ness— let  na  engage  in  it.  Let  na  retreneb— 
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ferret  out  abuses,  if  my  exist— and  reform. 
The  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  U  no  friend 
to  tile  AdminiBtraUon.  I  dedare  I  am  a  friend 
to  the  Administration ;  and  I  am  for  engaging 
in  this  meaaare — vhioh  has  been  repeatedly 
pressed  npon  os  hj  the  Pre^dent — and  correct- 
ing any  abases  that  shall  be  found  to  exist  I 
wul  go  with  the  gentleman  in  this  work.  Be- 
gin the  inquirj ;  and  if  we  are  nnable  to  accom- 
plish our  object  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
I  will  go  farther,  and  empower  the  committee 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  allow  them 
to  sit  here  during  the  whole  recess  of  Congress, 
if  necessary,  that  we  may  have  the  information 
at  the  commencement  of  iho  next  session  of 
Congress,  in  time  to  act  <ai  it  then.  Let  us  go 
to  work,  and  sdck  to  it  from  morning  to  ni^t, 
and  try  to  do  some  of  the  buriness  before  as. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election; tJie  people  ahoold  be  informed  if 
these  charges  are  true.  An  issue  is  made  up 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  people, 
and  before  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  this  officer,  they  should 
be  famished  with  the  evidence — all  the  evidence 
on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
entirely  over  the  way,  ^Mr,  Flotd,)  sapposes  the 
fHeuds  of  the  Administration  are  opposed  to 
rotrenohment,  and  to  the  reduction  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt.  Sir.  I  know  of  no  snch  oppo8iti<m  of 
the  friends  of  the  Administration.  So  one  has 
aTowed  any  snch  feelings.  The  snpposition  is 
groundless,  altogether  gratnitoue.  The  fiiends 
of  the  Administration  are  friendly  to  retrench- 
ment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  iHends  were 
opposed,  I  have  shown  in  the  extracts  I  have 
read,  that  the  Cabinet  and  Freddent  are  in  fa- 
vor of  Iroth. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  of  great  extravagances 
and  of  many  abases — but  no  one  has  been 
n>eoiSed.  I  regret  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
Tell  us  where  the  abuses  are  to  be  found — what 
officers'  salary  should  be  reduced.  Is  it  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General  ?  Will  any  gentleman 
lay  his  salary  is  too  great  a  compensation  for 
the  Tarioas  and  ardnons  duties  devolved  upon 
him  ?  If  he  does,  let  him  satisfy  me  of  the 
&ct,  and  I  will  unite  to  reduce  his  pay.  But 
how  can  the  Administration  be  chargeable  with 
waste  and  extravagance  t  They  can  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriationsof  Congress; 
and  what  laws  have  we  passed,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Administration,  to 
increase  expenditures  or  salaries,  except  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General?  I  recollect  none. 
If  then,  there  is  waste  and  profligacy,  and  ex- 
travagance, it  originates  and  continues  here. 
Point  out  the  extravagant  object^  and  withhold 
the  appropriation.  We  are  to  blame — ^we  hold 
the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  and  I  am  not 
dimmsed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can  close 
and  open  the  purse  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman 
frcnn  Virginia,  (Hr.  Flotd,)  speaks  of  visionary 
and  extravagant  projects.  Does  he  rank 
among  the  visionary  and  extravagant  projects 
that  introdnoed  by  nimsel^  to  establish  a  new 


GoTfiniment  at  the  month  of  the  Oolnmlnai  or 
Oregon  River  !  I  fbrmerly  wrait  with  hbn  is 
&Tor  of  that  bill,  bathe  says  so  much  of  TuiosH 
ary  schemes,  that  I  begin  to  doubt  if  Utat  be 

not  one. 

Mr.  MoDtjFFiB  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment proposed  hj  Ur.  Tatix>b  yesterday,  try 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "tluit,"  with 
which  tt  commences,  and  insertiDg  as  follows ; 

"  The  Comtnittee  on  Public  Expenditares  be  ^ 
rected  to  examine  into  the  ouumer  in  which  the 
moneys  appropriated  to  defr&y  the  expenses  of  for- 
eign intercourse  hare  been  expended,  and  ilut  the 
Committees  on  the  several  Execative  DepartneBto 
be  (hrected  to  inquire  into  the  manner  io  which  tte 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  condngent  expenses  of 
those  Departments  have  been  expended;  and  that 
the  said  several  committees  do  make  flpe<ial  report 
to  this  House,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain  the  &cta 
toucblDg  the  matters  before  stated." 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  HoDuim 
said,  it  was  with  no  affectation  he  declared  his 
sincere  regret  at  the  introduction  of  this  matt^, 
and  at  the  course  the  discussion  of  it  had  taken. 
I  was  folly  convinced,  from  the  beginniDg,  said 
Mr.  MoD.,  that  no  subject  could  bo  stirred  in  thu 
House,  bearing  either  directly  or  indirectly  on 
the  two  great  parties  militant  now  in  the  fidd 
of  political  warfare,  that  would  not  interfere 
most  iqjnrionsly  with  t^e  appropriate  l^pdatire 
bu^esB  of  Congress.  It  was  this  conTictiw 
that  caused  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  arrest  this  debate  at  its  commencement,  and 
to  regret  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RA]nx>LPH,)  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table — a  regret  in  whicl^ 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  House  must,  by  this  time, 
participate — did  not  prevail.   But  we  have  now 
fully  got  into  the  discussion.   All  attempts  to 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  concurrence 
of  botli  sides  of  the  House ;  and  so  far  as  it  can 
be  considered  a  party  question,  a  portion  of 
both  parties  appear  to  have  rushed  into  it.  So 
for  as  my  conduct  is  concerned — ^whether  as  it 
relates  to  my  duties  as  a  SepreEentative  of  the 
people,  or  as  a  member  of  a  party — I  would 
have  it  distinctly  understood  Uiat  I  shall,  in 
this  matter,  act  upon  my  own  grounds  and 
upon  my  own  opinions. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  think  it  prop^  to 
say,  that  I  do  not  regard  it  as  becoming  the 
dignity  of  this  House,  or  as  consistent  with  the 
public  interest,  which  it  is  our  special  duty  to 
promote,  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any  qnes- 
tion  which  is  either  intended  or  calculated  to 
hare  a  political  bearing  upon  either  of  the  two 
parties  that  now  divide  the  country.  Unfortu- 
nately  for  the  pablic  interest,  we  have  too  mndi 
reason  to  apprehend  the  undue  and  improper 
infusion  of  part^  politics  into  the  disousaon  ttf 
those  legislative  measures  which  it  is  oar  duty 
to  consider.  Under  this  impression,  I  entered 
npon  the  business  of  this  Congress  with  a  fixed 
purpose  of  avoiding  any  reference  to  this  Ad- 
ministration, farther  than  was  indispaisably 
necessary  to  the  {troper  disdiarge  of  my  do^ 
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in  relation  to  thoee  paUio  measures  which  be- 
long to  the  l^^ation  of  Oongreas.  But,  sir, 
I  preSDme  I  shall  obbda  credit  wheni  say  that, 
Sf  tt  shall  ever  become  my  duty  to  make  any 
movement  here  tending  to  implicate  this  Ad- 
n^nistration,  I  shall  openly  and  distinctly  avow 
my  poipose.  Believing  it,  however,  to  be  in- 
eompatible  with  tibe  intei^t  of  the  cotmtry  to 
carry  on  this  discussion,  either  for  the  porpose 
of  inculpating  or  ezcnlpating  the  Administra- 
tion, I  smcerely  hope  it  will  be  speedily  ter- 
minated :  for,  as  to  any  other  objeot,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  nothing.  No  practical  result 
can  posubly  grow  out  of  it  the  present  session. 
'With  rward  to  the  number  of  officers  existing 
nnder  Government,  uid  the  salaries  they 
now  eqjoy,  I  would  remark,  in  the  first  {daoe, 
that  the  present  Administratttm  cannot  be  MAj 
made  responsible,  bnt  to  a  yerj  small  extent, 
for  the  one  or  the  other.  Tlie  offices  were 
created,  with  a  few  ezoeptjons,  and  their  s^a- 
ries  fixed  by  law,  before  this  Administration 
came  into  power.  A  propodUon  to  limit  the 
number  of  these  officers,  or  to  cnrtafl  their 
aalaries,  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  debated  as 
a  question  affecting  the  present  incumbents  of 
the  Executive  OovemmeDt  That  certainly  is 
not  the  point  of  their  responsibility.  On  the 
Bubject  of  the  proposed  retrenchments,  I  differ 
entuelrfrom  tne  mover  of  the  ori|^al  resolu- 
tion. The  tme  mode  of  effecting  reforms  really 
and  extensively  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not 
by  lopping  off  public  officers  with  an  tndis- 
oriminating  hand,  and  curtailing  salaries  withoat 
a  due  regard  to  uie  importance  of  the  duties  for 
which  they  are  paid.  This  is  at  best  but  a  very 
small  business.  No  savinz  worth  the  discussion 
oould  be  effected  by  it.  If  any  thing  salutary 
is  to  be  done,  it  must  be  a  general  and  sys- 
tematic reform  of  the  system  which  regolates 
and  controls  the  disbursement  of  the  poblic 
money.  An  effective  system  of  responsibility 
might  save  millions  in  the  public  expenditures ; 
I  make  this  general  remark  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  operations  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  so  far  as  the^  are  connected  with  the 
present  Administration.  Bnt  I  will  state  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Ohilton,)  and  for  the  purpose  of  il- 
lostrating  the  view  I  am  presenting,  tnat  there 
are  two  of  the  ExeouUve  Departments,  as  well 
organized,  both  with  reference  to  the  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties  belonging  to  them, 
and  to  the  strict  observance  of  economy  in  the 
disbnrsement  of  the  public  money,  as  any  De- 
partments ever  were  organized  in  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  Department 
of  War  and  that  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
Yes,  sir,  it  is  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demon- 
Btration,  the  system  of  strict  aoconotaUlity  in- 
troduced into  the  War  Department  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  War,  effected  an  annual  saving  of 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  independent  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Army.  The  improvements 
inbrodnoed  hito  the  Post  Office  Department, 
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have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  striking,  to 
its  usefalnesB  and  eocmomy.  Since  that  D^urt- 
ment  was  committed  to  me  management  of  l±a 
excellent,  and  able,  and  futhfnl  (Mffioer  who  now 

S resides  over  it,  an  increase  of  bt^  a  millicm  Of 
ollars  has  been  added  to  itn  annual  revenue, 
while  the  facilities  for  the  transmission  (Mf  in- 
telligence by  the  mail,  throughont  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  have  beeoa  mcreased  two  or 
three-fold.  And  how,  sir,  were  these  signal 
improvements  effected!  By  diminishing  the 
number  of  the  officers  connected  with  those 
Departments !  So  far  from  this  being  the  case, 
the  number  of  officers  was  as  much  increased  as 
was  neeeuary  for  a  proper  distribution  of  duties 
and  (Uvision  of  responsibility.  To  eadt  officer 
was  asugned  his  appropriate  duty,  and  the  officer 
whose  du^  it  was  to  control  uid  check  the  ^ 
bursing  officers,  had  no  agency  in  w^^Ving  the 
disbursement  To  the  complete  snocess  a^tttis 
system  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  clerks  has  been  indispen- 
sable. And  I  was  informed  the  other  day  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  that  one  single  clerk 
had  been  the  means  of  saving  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  I  think,  in  the  postage  of  newspapers 
alone.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  Mots 
on  the  subject  we  are  discossing  f  I  will  tell 
you,  sir.  As  it  is  apparent  that  no  beneficial 
reforms  have  ever  yet  oeen  introduced  that  did 
not  proceed  from  the  chief  officers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Departments,  so  may  we  jostiy  infer, 
that  no  important  improvements  ever  will,  or 
ever  con  be  made,  without  at  least  the  aid  and 
co-operation  of  those  officers.  If  we  have  not 
at  the  head  of  those  Departments,  able,  efficient, 
and  practical  men — >men,  sir,  who  have  a  talent 
for  business — I  wiU  not  say  for  action,  lest  I 
should  be  misconstrued,  as  on  another  occasion, 
to  mean  military  action — unless,  in  a  word,  we 
have  men  eminently  qualified,  not  only  to  talk 
about  public  business,  but  to  do  it  successfully, 
it  will  be  in  vtan  for  this  House  to  attempt  any 
thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  mraiey.  It  mnst  be 
obvious,  I  tbhik,  from  these  views  of  Uie  >nl]ject, 
that  it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to 
go  blindfold  into  the  business  of  reform,  cutting 
off  indiscriminately  this  officer  and  tliat,  with- 
out a  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  whole  system,  and  the  relation  which 
the  officers  in  question  hear  to  that  system.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  proposes  a  reduction 
of  officers,  or  a  decrease  of  their  salaries,  and 
that  seems  to  be  its  principal  aim,  I  repeat  my 
opinion,  that  the  inquiry  must  end  in  nothing. 
We  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House 
a  tilting  against  shadows.  WiUi  what  consist- 
ency, sir,  oould  fuy  oommittee  of  this  House 
recommend  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  Ex- 
ecutive ofRcers,  when,  at  the  very  last  session, 
Conoress  authorized,  by  law,  an  inorease  of  &e 
number  employed  in  almost  every  one  of  the 
Executive  Departments  t  I  cannot,  therefore, 
consent  to  indolge  the  peooliar  views  of  any 
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member  on  dOter  side  of  tiie  Hotue  bo  fiv  as 
to  consume  the  time  of  this  Honae,  which 
onghi  to  be  deToted  to  the  ordinary  bndnesa  of 
the  aesaion,  in  what  mnst  evidwtly  prove  to  be 
an  nnprofitable  inquiry,  and  worse  than  an  mi~ 
profitable  discussion.  I  have  no  idea,  sir,  of 
converging  this  haU  into  an  arena  for  conducting 
a  political  canvass.  A  few  words,  sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 
It  appears  from  the  very  large  vote  recently 

£'ven  against  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
olnding  both  parties,  that  the  Hoose  deem  an 
Inquiry  ueoeaaary  and  proper.  The  friends  of 
the  Adminiatrataon  seem  to  regard  each  an  in- 
quiry neoeaaary  to  ex(merate  the  Administration 
from  the  imputations  anppoaed  to  be  cast  upon 
them.  Kow,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion^  that, 
if  we  go  into  an  inqniry  at  all,  It  shonld  not  be 
mere  cnildrsn's  play.  If  we  are  to  proeeottte 
an  inqniry  into  the  alleged  or  the  posdble  abuses 
of  the  Government^  let  us  direct  that  inquiry, 
specifically,  to  those  parts  of  the  system  where 
snoh  abuses  are  most  likely  to  occur.  Though 
I  will  never  sancUoQ  the  irMostioe  of  making 
this  Administration  responsible  for  the  extent 
of  the  peace  establishment,  civil  and  military ; 
yet  the  application  ct  the  various  contingent 
Amda  placed  at  their  dispoaal,  ia  a  very  dif- 
fuent  matter.  I  pereeive  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Home  are  very  prcmipt 
to  meet  this  as  an  attack  on  the  present  Ao- 
mini8trati(Hi,  and  to  insist  upon  an  inquiry,  with 
a  view  to  their  defence  and  exculpation.  I 
would  su^fest  to  those  gentlemen,  that,  if  their 
object  is  to  whitewash  the  Administration,  they 
can  accomplish  it  only  by  giving  the  inquiry  a 
direction  suclt  as  I  have  proposed.  All  the 
other  points  of  inqniry  that  have  been  sn^est- 
ed,  are  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  Ad- 
ministration is  concerned.  But  if  there  has 
been  any  thing  extrava^t  or  improper  in  the 
applicaaon  of  the  contmgent  fund,  they  ought 
to  be  held  re^MUirible  forlt.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  fund  has 
been  employed,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplo- 
matic agents  and  messengers  sent  abroad.  I 
have,  however,  seen  it  repeatedly  stated  in  the 
public  prints — and  I  can  mt^e  t^e  matter  no 
more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or  I  would 
not  state  it — ^that  a  distinguished  editor  of  a 
newspaper  in  Virginia,  received  from  the  con- 
tingent fund  about  1,700  dollars,  for  going  to 
Buenos  Ayres  on  public  business,  when,  in  fact, 
he  went  to  Europe  on  his  own.  Abuses  of  this 
kind,  if  they  exist,  ought  siirely  to  be  exposed 
and  corrected.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  dne 
to  the  officers  implicated^  that  the  truth  shotdd 
be  presented  in  an  antiientio  form  to  the  public. 
I  think  the  cmtingent  fond  a  very  proper  sab- 
Ject  of  investigation,  without  any  reference  to 
alleged  abuses.  There  should  be  an  annual 
scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  this  Honse  into 
the  application  of  all  the  contingent  fhnds,  and 
the  scrutiny  cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  subject  altogether; 
but,  as  it  has  been  forced  upon  os  firom  all  udea 


of  the  Hooae,  I  cannot  oonaent  to  it  caoij  in  the 
speeifio  and  wactical  fi»rm  indicated  in 
amendment  I  haTe  snbmitted. 

Mr.  Randolpb  addressed  the  Chair.  That 
has  arrived,  (said  he,)  which  must  have  hem 
foreseen  by  eveiy  member  yesterdayT  whetin- 
he  voted  for  or  against  the  motion  to  lay  tba 
resolution  on  the  table.   Tliis  Hoose  is  etm- 
verted  into  an  electicmeeTing  arena.    I  ahoald 
not,  permit  me  to  say,  before  I  go  any  fSartho', 
have  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  Ofab 
"  over  the  way  " — vul  not  say  ont  of  the 
way — at  which  of  the  two  gentlemen  fron 
Virginia  who  had  spoken  on  this  salgetAbs 
levdled  his  remarks,  if  be  faad  not  renponded  ts 
the  inquiry  of  my  colleague  that  be  md  not  ii- 
tend  them  for  him :  and,  as  at  my  call  be  de- 
clares ihat  he  did  not  intend  tbem  for  me,  I 
leave  it  to  that  oUier  genUeman  frcnn  '^^i;pni^ 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  has  spoken  <m  tihn 
debate,  to  take  them  to  himsdf. 

[Here  Mr.  Wrioht  asked  permiaeion  to  ex- 
plain— hat  Mr.  Kamdolph  refused  to  yieW  th» 
floor  for  that  purpose.] 

But,  (continued  Mr.  B.,)  if  the  gentJeoA 
meant  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  to  my  col- 
league I  relegate  the  gentleman,  beinx  wefi 
satisfied  that  be  could  not  be  in  belter  handa 
Tes,  nr,  with  thte  thing  I  bare  done  iiorenr. 
I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  snffer  myMtf 
to  be  indnoed  to  enter  into  personalities  wi& 
any  man  npon  this  floor ;  but  I  do  know  that 
the  newspapers  have  it  in  their  power,  and,  \ 
whether  designedly  or  not,  they  do  exercisa  ' 
that  power,  of  ^ving  to  my  remarks  a  pun- 
gency and  an  application,  which,  as  made  hj 
me,  they  were  divested  of— I  refer  now  to  a  1^ 
and  notorious  occasion. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleoian  from 
South  Carolina,  and  the  peculiar  state  of  thioga 
in  which  we  are.   I  will- vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  GaroliBa, 
bnt,  if  it  is  ^opted,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution,  as  amended.    I  was  sent  here  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Repreeentative  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  for  the  good  of  those  whom 
I  represent ;  and  that  daty  1  shall  discharge,  nn* 
deterred  by  calls  of  yeas  and  naya,  and  by  the 
bngbeara  and  hobgoblins  which  may  be  con- 
jured up  of  any  supposed  responsibility — na- 
dismayed  by  any  fear  of  imputations  of  si^  i 
pressing  inquiry,  or  of  conDiviI^^  at  public  abases 
— insensible  to  any  imputations  of  tbrowii^ 
out  against  Government  charge  whidi  I  am 
not  prepared  to  estaUiah.  I  diall  vote  against 
the  resolnUcHi,  fearless  <^  couse^enoe^  and 
the  motives  upon  which  I  vote  I  wfll  crow 
to  my  constitnents,  and  in  the  face  of  theworid 
I  have  never  yet  refused  to  do  so,  nndtr 
much  more  trying  circumstances  than  Am  j 
present — for,  in  proportion  as  the  atmoepfaere 
ppsents  nothing  but  clouds  and  darkness  to  the 
view  of  the  gentlemui  from  Zndiuia,  (Vr. 
BtAKB,)  so  to  me  tiie  aspect  of  it  exhibits  {lo- 
cations of  returning  Bunahine.  ISitf  sir,  I  shall 
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Dot  be  deterred.  I  shall  do  Thatever  I  think 
ri^t— «Dd  when  I  »aj  I  do  not  taj  that 
Dtnen  vill  not— fiu*  mm  it— I  vill  not  rote  for 
uj  proportion,  wfaether  from  ftiend  or  iVom 
foe,  which  I  think  calonlated  to  in)nre  the  great 
cause  of  the  people  of  these  united  States, 
tf  0,  sir,  no  gloss  that  can  he  given  to  my  words, 
QO  coloring  whatever  that  may  he  pnt  npon  my 
Bondnct,  i£all  indooa  me  to  say  aye  when  I  am 
inclined  to  say  no,  or  no  when  my  feelings 
prompt  me  to  say  aye.  I  may  stand  alone.  I 
Dave  been  in  small  minorities  nnder  the  first  of 
:he  present  dynasty,  and  I  have  been  in  a  mi- 
nority nnder  the  second,  and  it  is  very  poe«ble 
[  may  be  in  a  mtQorit7  now — bat  tut  will 
Bake  no  difference  to  me. 

Bir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  the  oranmon 
law,  drawD  flnm  the  only  foimt^  of  wisdran, 
aperieiie&  (and  the  operience  of  ages,)  that  no 
man  shall  be  trusted  to  try  his  own  canse,  or  he 
I  witness  in  his  own  ease.  It  ib  on  the  appli- 
saUon  of  that  wise  and  salotary  maxim  to  our 
present  sitnation,  that  I  say  no  to  this  inqoiry. 
[  SWT  no.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  told 
38  that,  for  his  part,  he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to 
iwim  with  the  Administration.  He  has  nailed 
lis  oolors  to  the  mast.  Sir,  I  admire  his 
i^antry,  bnt  he  must  pardon  me  if  I  have  no 
iridi  to  sink  along  with  htm,  or,  what  is  worse, 
x>  BUik  the  caose  in  which  I  am  embarked 
igtUnst  him,  by  agreeing  to  any  measure,  pro- 
lent  or  imprudent,  concerted  or  unconcerted, 
matured  or  precipitate,  which  any  new  or  any 
Hi  member  may  throw  into  this  House.  I  say 
to  that  goKtleman,  and  to  others,  that,  as  soon 
IS  they  give  as  the  helm,  we  are  responsible, 
tnd  not  before,  for  the  safety  of  the  ship.  Bnt 
[  will  not  consent  to  inflate  her  sails — ^I  will  not 
ionsent  to  impel  her  canvas — I  will  not  consent 
JO  work  like  a  galley  dave  at  polling  the  oar, 
nrhile  she  has  a  helmsman  who  may  at  any  time 
le  pleases  run  her  on  a  sho^  and  make  me 
-esponsible  for  the  result  No,  sir,  I  will  be 
wntent  to  widt.  I  will  wait,  sir,  nntO  a  fac- 
ious  minority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  retnmed  a  fhotioos  minority 
» the  other  Honse,  and  as  I  hope  to  this  lUso, 
iball  have  elected  a  betlons  Aesidrnt  Sir, 
roa  had  scarcely  taken  your  seat  in  that  chair, 
wfore  <me  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  times 
meeringly  said  to  as,  I  wish  yon  joy,  yon  are 
low  the  minority  in  both  Houses,  and  yon  are 
■esponsible  for  the  measures  of  Qovemment. 
[  cry  you  mercy,  Master  Stephen,  I  cry  you 
nercy — we  are  not,  and  do  not  mean  to  be  thus 
'esponsible ;  and  for  that  very  reason,  because 
re  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure, 
md  against  any  other  out  of  the  ordinary 
-outine  of  business,  that  may  be  brought  up. 
Sir,  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
ICr.  MoDuffib)  I  am  for  masks  o£  And  now 
rhat  do  yon  mean  to  do  I  Do  yon  mean,  as 
ihe  gentlemaa  from  SoaCh  OaroUna  said,  to 
lend  to  a  man,  who  is  both  witness  and  judge 
n  his  own  case — and  in  nrimg  this  language,  it 
Jiaj  be  said  that  I  am  ""ftkipg  impucatiiHia 
TouIX^-4i 
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against  illustrious  and  great  men,  to  whom  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  a  just  pos- 
terity, and  even  the  present  age,  will  not  fail  to 
do  justice.  Sir,  I  do  no  such  wing— I  make  no 
other  implication  than  tiiat  which  every  ft«e  and 
wise  people  make  against  our  common  nature 
— I  do  say,  it  would  be  requiring  more  of  par- 
ties imidicated,  than  can  justly  be  demanded 
from  haman  nature,  and'therefore  at  least  as 
much  as  can  fkirly  be  demanded  of  them,  to 
ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  Tou  are  re- 
quiring men,  whose  political  existence  hangs  by 
a  Bingle  hair,  and  wno  have  already  the  rwut 
Sardonieu*  of  political  death  upon  their  coun- 
tenance— for  it  was  with  a  Saraonic  sneer  that 
we  were  told  that  we  had  become  respottriUe 
for  the  measures  the  Government;  you  are 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  thing 
which  m^  have  an  ^foot  to  hasten  that  event. 
Sir,  I  will  do  no  suoh  thing.  I  will  not  call 
npon  them.  And  why  not  ?  Because  I  may, 
by  possibility,  by  that  call,  put  it  in  their 

{ lower  to  protract  a  little  longer  their  political 
ives.  I  say  bf  possibility ;  and  that  is  a  possi- 
bility which  I  am  determined  to  avoid.  No, 
sir,  if  this  House  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
political  arena,  and  I  shall  be  accused  as  one  ot 
the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  the  tri- 
dent or  him  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I  am 
clear  that  we  should  so  speak  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States,  shall 
be  able  to  understand  our  drift.  I  then  ahall 
call  npon  the  present  men  in  power  for  notiiing 
that  can,  directly  or  indireow,  enable  them  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  afibct  the  great  question 
which  is  now  at  issue  between  them  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  which,  as  in- 
ter^ted  parties,  I  will  take  none  of  their  evi- 
dence that  I  can  avoid. 

I  believe  I  have,  by  this  time,  pretty  well 
explained  my  object  Sir,  what  should  we 
have  said,  thirty  years  ago,  of  one  of  tliat  par- 
ty, to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  belong,  as  tiie 
youngest  and  most  humble  member,  if  he  had 
brought  forward  a  proportion,  nnconsulting 
and  unoonsulted,  which  mi^t  give  the  adverse 
part^  some  color  to  their  rinking  cause,  and 
put  It  in  thrir  power  to  Uve  one  more  term  ? 
But,  rir,  I  have  another  olyeotitm  to  the  reso- 
Intitm.  The  pubUo  ndnd  is  in  a  state  itf  excite- 
ment, such  as  most  ever  exist  on  the  eve  a 
great  political  battle.  And,  rir,  I  should  as 
soon  look  for  perfect  calronees  and  composure 
on  the  eve  of  a  battle  of  another  sort,  or  rather 
aft«r  the  fight  has  begun,  as  that  snob  an  inves- 
tigation diould  now  be  conducted  with  that 
patience  and  deliberation  which  it  demands. 
Sir,  the  adverse  party  would  gladly  catch  at 
such  a  resolution.  In  the  time  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  ruling  party,  for  they  held  their 
mi^rity  in  both  Houses  to  the  last,  did  catch 
at  some  snoh  straws:  they  were  drowning 
men— browned  they  areu  I  had  taitended  to 
have  said  somethii^  as  to  the  ehaUengea  so 
boldly  made,  to  point  ont  the  crfRoes  that  ou^t 
to  be  abdished,  and  tb«  expenditarea  wuoh 
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ought  to  be  retrenched.  Bat  I  feel  mj  etreogth 
unequal  to  in^  parpoee.  Bat  I  mtut  m^,  uut 
In  the  ■&ir  of  the  Fanamft  (rinoe  oiUed  the 
Taonb^a)  musion,  not  onlj  new  offloee  were 
oreeted,  bat  new  dootrioes  were  started  In 
referoDoe  to  Uie  fixeoatire  prerogatiTej  which 
were  wholly  unknown  to  Ui^  constitntion  and 
to  the  practice  of  the  predeoessora  of  the  pres- 
ent Ohief  Magistrate';  and  I  will  tell  my  wor* 
thy  oolleagne,  (ICr,  I^td,^  if  he  will  permit 
me,  tiiat  there  has  hem  an  improvement  on  his 
plan  of  sending  Ministers  abroad,  and  bringing 
them  back  when  they  have  finished  their  bnsi- 
nesB :  for  they  are  now  sent  abroad  on  sleere- 
lees  errands,  that  they  may  come  bad^  re  t»- 
/tcta^  to  pooket  their  emoluments.  Is  not  tiiis 
the  fiwt?  Sir,  we  hsve  had  (to  m  nothli^  of 
TsiCnbva)  two  miseloDS  to  England  under  this 
Adminktratkm ;  one  of  them  was  a  ocnnplete 
abortion;  and  as  to  the  other,  what  has  it  done 
for  the  pnblio  good  I  what  object  has  it  accom- 
plished I  We  were  told  by  Uie  very  aooorate 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Boobanak,) 
whom  I  always  hear  with  tdeaaore,  tliat  these 
missions  were  Jastified  on  uie  ground  that  the 
acquisition  of  South  America  had  created  a 
swarm — I  beliere  that  waa  the  word — of  Diplo- 
matlo  appointments.  80  mnoh  the  worse  for 
ufl,  sir.  Are  we,  whenever  a  nation,  great  or 
sniall,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  independent  of  that  other  nation, 
fautantly  to  send  ctf  Ambassadors  to  it  f  Are 
we  to  make  use  of  the  inddent  as  a  pretext  for 
inerearing  that  patronage  which  aU  profess  to 
wish  to  diminiffi  I  Bnt  we  are  UM  that  the 
PremdMit  has  reeommended  to  as  economy  and 
reteencbment.  Yes,  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  om  of  those  lofty  generalities  with 
which  all  sermon*,  political  or  religions,  abound, 
which  midit  be  jninted  in  blank,  like  law  pro- 
oess,  and  filled  as  oocasion  might  require.  But 
I,  sir,  am  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not 
the  precepts  of  tiie  person,  political  or  r^li- 
gioas.  I  suppose,  ur,  our  good  friends  the 
Greeks — ^yes,  sir,  suppose  that  the  Greek — ^who 
is  Gmoulu$  murians,  the  same  animal  now  that 
he  was  in  the  time  of  Jnveaalf  azcept  that  he 
is  lets  mli^teued  and  reflned-nlhoald  saooeed 
in  throwing  off  the  Tnitish  yoke—"  the  faith- 
keeping  Turk  " — I  suppoee  we  mast  have  an 
AmDsmador  sent  to  every  islet  and  nest  of 
pirates  in  the  ^gean,  mr — we  mnst  send  one 
to  Hydra-— one  to  the  Continent — and  one,  I 
presume,  to  each  of  the  Oyolodes.  So  that,  if 
my  Aiend  from  Tirginia,  who  is  a  medical 
man,  will  permit  me  tiie  phrase,  the  disease, 
instead  of  being  contagious,  will  be  tporadia — 
as,  indeed,  it  now  Is — and  highly  malignant 

Sir,  I  have  never  seen  bnt  one  Administra- 
tion, which,  sMionaly,  and  in  good  iaith,  was 
disposed  to  give  up  its  patronage,  and  was 
winiog  to  go  &rther  tiiaa  Om^ess,  or  even 
the  people  uiamselvea,  m  fiv  as  Oongrees  repre- 
•ents  t^eh-  foeli^a,  deafaed  and  that  was  the 
first  administration  vi  Thomas  JeAnm. 
dr,  was  the  ooly  man  X  evw  knew  or  heard  ot, 
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who  really,  truly,  and  honestly,  not  only  aai^ 
"wfe  Meopari,"  hat  actually  refiiaed 
mitre,   u  was  a  part  of  my  du^,  and  on*  of 
the  most  pleasant  parts  of  paUic  duty  that  I 
ever  performed,  under  his  reemnmendatioa — not 
because  he  recommended  it,  thank  God! — to 
more,  in  this  House,  to  relieve  the  pnblio  Mt 
onoe  from  the  whtde  bnrdea  of  that  system  of 
internal  taxation,  the  practical  effect  of  which 
was,  whatever  might  nave  been  its  olgeet,  to 
produoe  patronage  rather  than  revenue.  Ea, 
too,  had  really  at  heart,  and  showed  it  by  his 
conduct,  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
and  that  in  the  only  mode  by  which  it  ew 
can  be  reduced,  by  lessening  the  expenses  ef 
the  Government  till  they  are  below  its  ifr- 
oeipti.  Sir,  tiiere  is  no  witchoraft  in  that— no^ 
rir— no  witchcraft  at  all— no  more  in  paying  a 
pubHo  than  a  {niTate  debt.   Tou  may  hm 
sinking  fbnds,  as  many  as  you  please,  and  new 
so  vast  a  financial  apparatos;  but,  if  yonepeai 
more  than  you  have,  ^ou  will  be  in  debt  to  the 
end  of  the  world.   Sir,  so  far  from  fearing  mf 
it^urious  effect  from  the  too  r^pid  paynMit  df 
the  national  debt,  I  would  pay  the  tliree  per 
cents  Qow — Tes,  sir,  I  would  pay  them  at  psi^ 
if  necessary — for  it  could  only  prove  that 
money  is  worth  bnt  three  per  o^t.    Sir,  I  was 
the  humble  instrument  of  introducing  the  first 
efiBcient  sinking  fund,  by  setting  apart  a  gives 
sum  of  $7,800,000,  wmcn  ever  operated  to  re- 
duce the  national  debt  Vhen  uiat  debt  was 
increased  by  the  aoqnlritimi  ot  Louidana — ay^ 
rir,  the  aoqnintion  of  Lotdtianal — and  who 
wtm  far  ana  who  was  against  it  then  f — wlw 
pronounced  the  aoqinsition  nnconstitntionaL 
and  declared,  in  the  otiier  Honse,  that  we  has 
no  right  to  tax  the  people  of  ihat  country  t — 
the  nnkiog  Aind  was  then  raised  to  eight  mil- 
lions.  Since  that  time,  owing  to  the  debt  cre- 
ated by  the  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  bea 
raised  to  ten  millions.    The  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  (Mr.  Tatlob)  himself  admitted— 
and  I  thank  him  for  it — (he  was  obliged  to  ad- 
mit it,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  my  debt  of  grat- 
itude is  the  less)— that  the  sinking  fond  has  not 
been  fatthftally  a[^lied  to  ita  ol|]eot.    Sir.  I 
Bud,  in  some  hasty  remarks,  when  the  genue- 
man  interrupted  my  of^eague,  (Mr.  ^ati^ 
that  applying  suiplus  balances  to  make  up  what 
had  been  pillaged  from  the  rinking  fond,  waa 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.   No,  sir,  it  is  no 
such  thing — it  is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  P»- 
ter — it  is  robbing  the  sinking  fund  to  pay  the 
sinking  fund:  for,  as  it  has  been  over  and 
over  again  sud,  U>e  ranking  fond  has  not  only 
a  right  to  its  own  modicum  of  $10,000,000,  bat 
it  is  residuary  legatee  besides ;  it  takes  all  the 
snrplna,  whatever  that  may  be,  as  its  own,  and 
you  never  can  give  it  any  thing  in  return  for 
that  of  which  you  rob  it,  except  oat  c(  that 
snrplna  wfaieh  was  afawidy  its  own.  CanHpn 
it  any  more.  Tour  ^Mng  snrphia  balanoea  ts 
dw  eat  tito  rinkW  And,  u  nouing  more  Ihm 
like  the  filae  goar&n,  who,  when  ne  comee  to 
aettle  hia  tuimata,  pigra  <nF  bis  debta  to  Ini 
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ward  with  the  money  ont  of  which  he  hu 
cheated  him. 

We  are  asked  by  the  gentlemen,  wliy  do  you 
not  specify  f    Particularize  I    particolarixe  I 
Show  ns  the  particulars  I   Ton  give  us  a  som 
total  without  any  items,  as  ICr.  Sterling  says  in 
theptay.   Will  the  gentleman  have  one  ?  Sir. 
I  will  give  you  one  of  them.   The  House  will 
give  me  that  credit  which  I  demand.    It  ie 
only  my  due.  I  did  state  that,  if  we  begin  this 
system  of  reform,  it  ought  to  begto,  like  mod- 
ern ehati^,  at  home.  Sir,  I  never  metended 
that  the  House  was  not  answerable  lor  abtuee 
as  welt  as  any  other  hranoh  of  the  Govern- 
ment.  How  for  one  item  of  them.   Bir,  at  the 
first  session  I  was  od  this  floor — it  was  the  last 
Congress  of  the  first  Hr.  Adams — whether  this 
will  be  the  last  of  the  second  I  cannot  say — 
find  this  item  in  the  list  of  appropriations:  For 
the  expenses  of  fire- wood,  rtadonery,  printing, 
and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  Confess, 
tw  enty-one  thousand  six  bandred  and  sixt^- 
foar  dollars  and  forty  cents.    This  sum,  sir, 
covered  the  expenses  of  both  Houses,  and  in- 
cluded, besides,  the  extraordinary  expense,  and 
fiinushi:^  each  member  with  a  complete  oapy 
cf  the  Jootiuls  of  the  old  Oongreas.  This 
House  then  conrfsted  of  one  hundred  sad  two 
members,  one  only  of  whom  I  see  now  left, 
(Ur.  LtvuraeroN.)   Now,  we  have  218  mem- 
bers.  Then,  accordmg  to  the  rule  which  has 
been  introduced  into  this  House— sir,  by  the 
simple  rule  of  three^  if  102  gives  so  much, 
what  ought  218  to  give  f   This  item,  be  it  re- 
membered, included  the  expenses  of  the  other 
body,  but  I  shall  oonfioe  myself  now  to  the  ex- 
penses of  this  body  alone.    For  the  present 
year,  the  total  estimate  for  the  oontingent  ex- 
peoses  of  this  House  now  differs  but  a  trifle 
xirom  ninety  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  I  am 
Jastifled  in  saying,  fifty  thousand  is  for  printing 
alone;  and  I  have  no  he^tation  in  sq^ng,  sir, 
if  the  British  Pariiament        for  th^  print- 
ing by  the  same  rule  that  we  do,  it  Is  not  five 
hondred  thousand  doUar»— which  we  we  told 
exceeds  the  whole  annual  expenses  of  Congress 
— but  that  is  not  my  statement,  remember — 
that  will  deft-ay  their  printer^s  bill.   Ko,  sir, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  will  de&ay  it 
I  happen  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
a  good  deal  of  the  printing  of  the  Brili^  Par- 
liament  It  is  not  made  up,  like  ours,  of  title 
pages  and  blanks,  and  broadsides  of  every  thing 
and  any  thing — motions,  petitions,  bills,  re- 
ports, resolutions,  amendmeats,  and  every  mat- 
ter which  can  be  brouj^t  into  the  House  of 
Oommons.    No,       they  go  tm  and  print 
dosely ;  and  where  one  mw  ends,  another  be- 
gins, (I  make  no  allowance  for  the  high  rates  of 
uving  and  wa^  in  that  oonntry ;)  but  I  will 
let  the  House  into  the  fact,  that  when  the  rate 
of  printing  for  ttus  body  was  setUed,  a  printer 
— a  worthy  and  honest  man,  as  I  believe — was 
a  member  of  Congress,   I  q>eak  from  tiie  in- 
formation of  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  conn- 
tiy,  Ihe  rate  wai  fixed  daring  the  d^eda- 


tion  of  paper  money,  which  I  described  yestMV 
day,  when  every  tiling  brought  ten  prices,  an4 
it  has  remained  not  unsettied.  Ko,  sir ;  for  ft 
has  been  regularly  settied  and  pdd  ever  since. 
It  has  remained,  from  that  time  to  this,  at  the 
same  rate — though  one  iollar  now  will  buy  as 
much  of  land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which 
we  draw  subnstence,  as  four  dollars  would  bUT 
then.  To  illustrate  this,  I  will  state  a  fact  A 
gentieman  whmn  I  knew,  owning  a  fertile^ 
but,  as  he  thoof^t,  an  nnbeslthy  tract  o£  land, 
on  the  BouK^  iMd  itj  and  purohaied  a  small 
tract,  on  whidt  be  built  a  howe  that  cost  him 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  sum  will  bntld 
what  is  considered  a  first-rate  house  in  my  part 
of  the  country.  The  luid  itself  was  not  good, 
nor  was  it  bad.  It  was  what  is  called  fair  land. 
The  state  of  his  afi'airs,  like  that  of  many  of 
his  neighbors,  soon  obliged  him  to  sell,  and  "hm 
sold  the  land,  without  any  allowanoe  for  the 
improvements,  for  three  dollars  an  acre.  An 
Boqountanoe  of  mine  was  tempted,  by  the  low- 
ness  of  price,  to  purchase  the  farm ;  thus  veri- 
fyiag  the  maxim  of  PoiH*  Biohard — that  h» 
who  buys  what  he  does  not  want,  always  buys 
it  dear :  and  so  it  turned  out  in  this  case.  If 
he  wished  to  sell  it  now,  he  could  not  get  hii 
money  bade  This  ringleflut  was  wor^dl  the 
dedamation  in  the  world.  In  the  same  quarter 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  wood- 
land) has  sold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  t 

Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  this  subject  of  the 
public  printing,  and  the  prioe  paid  for  it  I  do 
not  mean  to  worry  the  House.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  members  of  this  House  (and  I 
hope  what  I  now  say  wiU  be  taken  down  ver^ 
batim,  if  possible) — that  the  public  printers  of 
this  Etouee  are  also  the  editors  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive— ^I  mean  in  point  of  superfictd  content 
—the  most  extensive  journal  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  which,  from  having  been  hith- 
erto eonddered  as  poBsewing  a  met  of  at  leaafe 
dend-oflidal  duvaoter^-eometl^  like  tiw 
VMiiteiir,  in  Fwis,  but  not  exactly— and  from 
observing,  or  ratiier  mmfesdng  to  olwerre,  a 
strict  neutrality,  bad  obtained  a  most  extensive 
circidation  at  home,  and  by  far  the  most  exten- 
sive abroad,  of  any  paper  in  this  country. 
Now,  dr,  we  also  know,  that  this  joumd  is 
our  mdn  stay  and  reliance  for  the  reports  of 
our  debates,  and  the  prooeedingi  of  this  House. 
Sir,  I  make  no  inference,  further  than  to  say — 
I  do  not  say  that  the  politic  existence  of 
these  people  hangs  upon  the  event  of  the  next 
deotion — the  thread  of  thdr  existence,  Hke 
that  of  the  gentieman  from  Indiana,  is  con- 
neoted  with  that  dectini— 4hey  sink  with  the 
Administration,  having  abaadMied  their  pKK 
ftseed  nentrdity,  if  it  sinks;  and,  if  it  does 
not,  they  will  oertainly  swim.  I  make  no 
more  imputations  on  them  than  that  they  have 
$60,000  per  annum  staked  <3a  the  event— mi  a 
single  card. 

U  the  amendment  at  the  gentieman  from 
Sonth  Carolina  diall  prenil,  If  I  mderstand 
.  the  matter  of  it,  tUs  itam  of  mjpm^tcato  ought 
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to  be  incladed,  as  one  over  which  we  have 
complete  cootroL  I  beg  pardon,  I  shoold  have 
Bnggested  this  before,  bat  I  knew  that  there 
was  a  committee  of  the  House  whose  dutj  it 
was  to  audit  its  acconnta,  and  to  see  that  no 
improper  itema  are  admitted.  I  have  pointed 
out  one  abuse,  and  I  have  done  it  where  it  vaa 
proper  to  pdnt  it  oat,  at  home.  Sir.  I  hare 
known  t^e  existence  of  these  eTils  for  a 
long  time.  They  were  no  secret  to  me,  nor  did 
I  make  a  secret  of  them  to  mj  body ;  but  I  do 
know,  that  a  man  might  calculate  on  aa  much 
success  in  going  a  tilting — not  at  shadows,  aa 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  says — ^not 
Ufce  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  at  sheep  and 
windmills — but  rather  at  a  flock  of  mad  cattle, 
pent  up  in  a  narrow  lane,  as  to  attempt  to  fer- 
ret out  the  abuses,  without  having  the  cordial 
oo-operation  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  Departments*  and  that  oo-operation  it 
would  be  worse  than  fol^  to  pretend  to  look 
for.  On  that  subject,  sir,  I  declare  tlie  pleasure 
that  it  gives  me  to  bear  mj  testimonj,  such  as 
it  is,  uong  with  the  gentleman  j&om  South 
Carolina,  to  the  public  servioes,  the  intelli- 
gence, the  integrity,  and  the  indeiatigability  of 
the  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  I  voted  against  increasing  his 
salary.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  Departments 
which  I  have  lately  had  an^  thing  to  do  with, 
and  whenever  I  had  occasion  to  go  there.  I 
have  always  found  him  in  his  office,  and  at  his 
business.  Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  I  often 
had  to  vint  the  Departments,  (which  does  not, 
however,  affeet  the  present  Administration,) 
and  then  I  seldom  had  the  honor  to  find  any  of 
their  high  mightinenes  at  h(»n»— I  mean,  in 
their  offices.  Sir,  we  cannot  expect  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
in  such  an  inquiry  as  is  now  proposed.  They 
are  pleading  before  the  bar  <n  puUio  opinion 
for  uieir  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the 
etrong  evidence  before  the  jury  of  their  guilt. 

I  aball  vote,  however,  for  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and,  if  it  previdls,  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  so  amended.  And  let  me,  before  I  sit 
down,  give  one  warning  to  all  ccmomied.  This 
country,  as  we  all  know,  is  divided  into  two 
adversary  parties;  and  we  must  shut  our 

Sea  to  the  fiuit,  if  we  do  not  know  that 
is  House  ia  nearly,  or  quite,  equally  divid- 
ed between  tiiem.  Mt  ab  notU  doeeri. 
I  see  one  of  these  partiea,  perfiaotlj  will- 
ing, no  doubt,  with  the  very  great  man  to 
whom  I  have  before  alluded,  to  tiirow  upon  us 
the  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here, 
dtting  perfectly  still,  steadfast,  silent,  and  de- 
mure, l»inging  forward  no  proportion  what- 
.ever.  I  see  the  other  party  throwing  out 
proposition  after  proposition.  The  opposite 
party  never  commits  itself  nntil  alter  a  night's 
reflection.  And  what  is  the  consequence? 
Though,  I  believe,  a  minoritr,  they  so  manage 
mattm,  as  tm  every  question  to  oonstitate  an 
cffeotiTe  lu^cri^  <n  thia  Honae,  and  then 
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throw  on  us  the  res»onnbilitj  of  their  own 
measures.  Sir,  thia  is  n  new  sort  vi  pcditicd 

justice. 

Again,  I  see  most  pltunly,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  this  inquiry  will 
end  in  smoke — and  I  am  not  one  who  will 
the  On,  or  help  to  raise  a  amokfl  by  whka  a 
retreating  adversary  may  cover  And  protect  ias 
retreat  I  will  afford  them  no  facilities  towatds 
victory.  I  stand  here  pledged  as  their  adrer- 
sary,  gvoad  Aoe,  and  I  vill  add  another  pledge 
to  oppose  any  and  every  party  who  would  ieb- 

else  on  this  country  any  man,  as  its  CSuef 
a^strate,  besides  him  who  reoelTes  the  great- 
est nmnber  of  its  votes.    Sir,  if  we  moat 
amend  the  constitution,  I  shall  not  vote  for  a 
hereditary  Chief  Magistrate— I  do  not  beloog 
to  that  priviieffed  dass — the  Frendent  of  a 
miDoril7  is  hardly  less  odious  than  a  king — bat 
I  warn  the  House  against  any  attempt  at  reform 
wkQe  the  President  is  not  with  oa.    Id  Um 
Seventh  Congress,  in  spite  of  all  Hr.  JeffisnoB 
did,  his  meaaurea  were  thwarted;  and  vhoi 
was  an  Administration  stronger  ?    Tb«i,  wiA 
a  House  of  Representatives  so  equally  balanoed 
as  this,  (and  I  take  the  vote  for  the  election  of 
Speaker  as  the  indication  of  its  state,)  with  the 
scale  vibrating,  nearly  in  eoKilibrio,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  be  certain  of  a  m^ority,  let  oor 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted.  How 
could  we  get  along,  even  if  the  EzecutiTe  was 
on  our  side,  acting  agunst  a  solid  phalanx  who 
hold  tt^tfaer — so  perfeotJy  united  that  we  can- 
not cut  <^  a  ringle  straggler,  while  we  oar- 
selves  act  more  like  raw  undisdidined  nulitiat 
Sir,  I  speak  from  experience.  In  the  Seventh 
Congress,  sir,  we  never  could  have  got  akng; 
with  the  aid  of  the  most  popular  Preddent 
that  ever  lived,  (except  one,)  withont  oonsult- 
ing  heiora  we  acted.   We  were  obliged  to  hold 
— rX  wiU  not  use  a  barbarous  word  which  has 
become  common  throughout  the  country,  and 
which  I  first  heard  in  this  body — but  we  were 
obliged  to  act  in  concert   And,  dr,  if  we  do 
not  act  in  concert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  wiU 
be  responsible  for  the  conseqnenoee.  And 
how  ought  we  to  act  in  concert  ?   Sir,  by  leav- 
ing thia  Government  Just  in  the  course  when 
we  found  it  We  ou^t  to  observe  that  prao- 
tioe  which  is  the  hardeat  (tf  aO— espeda^y  for 
young  phydciana— we  ought  to  tluow  in  no 
medicine  at  all-^  abstain— to  obanrve  a  wise 
and  masterly  inactivity  *   I  am  afraid,  rir,  a^ 
Mr.  R.,  on  resiuning  his  seat,  that  I  have  not, 
on  this  oooasitm,  added  to  my  prec^t  aj  ax- 
ample. 

[Here  the  debate  doaed  tar  tUs  da/.] 


BATmoAT,  Stmtsrx  S6. 

The  House  resnmed  the  oonddwation  of  the 
resolutions  heretofore  moved  by  lir,  OmLioit, 

*  Th«  •zpreMloD  of  Lord  durthwn,  oftui  npMMd  b7  Kr, 
Btudolpli,  and  genanlljr  m  a  v>oI**1*b  tbrt  tapum 
msttf  la  Iks  u#  ef     Sa^tafc  Is^ai^i. 
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t<^ether  with  the  modificatioiu  proposed  by 
Messrs.  Ta.tu>b  and  KoDorm. 

And  the  qnestton  being  on  the  amendment 
sabmitted  bj  ICr.  MoDvrm  to  the  amndment 
of  Mr.  Tatlob — 

If  r.  Oabson  Bsid :  In  that  part  of  the  rales 
of  the  Howe  prescribing  the  daties  of  the  sev* 
oral  oomndttees,  the  attention  of  the  Ccnnmit- 
teft  on  Public  Expenditnres  is  paitionlarlj 
directed  to  this  sabjeot,  and  it  is  made  their 
duty  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
public  departments,  and  partionlarly  into  the 
Iftws  making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to 
report  whether  snoh  moneys  have  been  dis- 
bursed conformably  with  such  laws. 

We  find  this  duty  in  the  66th  role  of  this 
House,  as  fi^ows : 

"  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Pab- 
Be  Expen^tares  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
•ereral  public  departments,  and  paiticulariy  into 
laws  making  approprktkHis  of  raooeTS,  and  to  re- 
port whetbw  the  numeTs  bsTs  been  disbursed  eon* 
fbrmably  witii  snob  laws;  and  slso  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  aacb  proTisions  and  arrangements  as 
may  be  necesssir  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  de- 
paitmeots,  and  toe  accountability  of  their  offieers." 

Kow,  I  did  believe  that  tbe  duties  of  that 
committee  being  of  this  nature,  precluded  the 
necessity  of  the  resolution  which  was  offered, 
and  I  further  thooght  that  this  was  a  very  im- 
proper time  for  ite  introduction — that  it  ootdi 
be  attended  with  no  beneficial  resolt  to  the 
oommanity,  and  that  Its  only  efi^t  would  be 
to  waste  the  tame  of  this  body,  and  produce 
electioneering  speeches  on  this  floor.  I  was 
mistaken,  as  has  since  been  shown  by  the 
progress  of  the  present  debate.  It  appears 
tiiat  even  gentlemen  who  have  e^nessed  a  dis- 
portion  to  transaot  the  public  bnuness  and  re- 
turn home,  have  nevertheless  been  actuated  by 
an  anxiety  of  a  political  kind,  to  turn  this  mat- 
ter to  the  benefit  of  one  or  tbe  other  of  the 
great  parties  which  now  divide  this  country. 

He  had  ezpIiUned  himself  on  this  subject,  to 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  the  folding  room 
attoched  to  this  House  a  few  days  ago,  where 
he  was  justified  in  saying,  that  be  saw  thou- 
sands of  the  celebrated  Vimnia  Address,  writ- 
ten by  Obapman  Johnson,  folding  to  be  sent  to 
the  Nwtii  and  to  the  West  and  even  to  the 
South;  and  tiie  htne,  I  anderstand,  Is  Mter- 
tsiDed,  that  the  old  State  of  North  Oarotina, 
among  otiiers,  Is  to  be  revolutionized  by  the 
effect  of  this  address  of  Ohapmau  Johnson. 
Bat,  sir,  I  can  tell  those  gentiemen,  who  expect 
this  to  be  the  resnit  in  Korth  Oirolina.  that 
they  will  find  themselves  completely  deieated 
in  alt  their  efforts  to  prodace  such  a  result. 
Bir,  Korth  Oarolina  has  repeatedly  been  tried, 
and  iu  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  her- 
•elf,  and  done  her  dnty.  I  mentioned  to  that 
gentleman  that  all  snch  attempts  were  perfectiy 
useless,  and  the  reply  I  received  was,  "  Though 
aba  dunces  are  now  for  yon,  yet  a  reaction 
win  speedily  be  brou^t  about,**  and  this  sub- 
ject Is  aticed  upon  as  one  means  to  aid  in  pro- 1 


pa.  (wB. 

dueing  that  result.  8ir,  I  do  not  care  for  this. 
Ko  event  in  future  is  more  certain,  according 
to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of  Gener^d 
Jackson ;  but,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  I  wish  to 
see  no  discusuons  on  this  floor,  except  each  as 
are  calculated  to  advance  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  tiiat  we  may  do  the  public  busi- 
ness and  go  bune,  instead  of  rem^log  here, 
as  the  geDtieman  ftom  Vir^ia  Qb.  Bait- 
dolpr)  has  sud,  to  feed  upon  the  publh) 
Treasury. 

Speaking  of  the  establishment  at  West  Point, 
permit  me  to  make  one  remark.  Among  the 
Items  in  the  estimates  for  that  institution,  I 
find  the  following :  For  compensation  to  20 
supernumerary  Second  lieutenants,  $15,100.** 
Here  are  twenty  yonng  men  who  have  been 
edacated  at  the  public  ezp^ue,  and  who  are 
now  supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  an- 
nual expense  of  $16,000.  Sir,  is  this  econo- 
my t  I  know  that  tiut  institutaon  was  got  up 
under  a  diflferent  Administration ;  but  this  ap- 
plication  of  the  pabUo  mtmey  hais  been  made 
by  the  present  Aaministration,  and  it  is  one  ot 
those  enwnditures  which  ought  to  be  oondd- 
ered  in  the  present  Inquiry. 

Mr.  Babhkt  said:  While  we  confine  Dur< 
selvee,  Hr.  Speaker,  to  the  legitimate  duties  de- 
volved on  us,  we  continue  to  be  the  representa- 
tives of  40,000  freemen ;  but  that  moment  we 
condescend  to  become  electioneering  partisans, 
we  resolve  ourselves  into  units,  one  in  the 
great  mass  of  our  countrymen,  possessed  of 
equal  rights,  and  equally  competent  with  oar- 
selves  to  Judge  and  decide  on  tbe  important 
question,  who  shall  become  our  next  Chief 
Ha^strate.  I  have  resolved  to  steer  dear  «r 
all  party  striftL  but  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sen- 
timents.  I  bmeve  tiie  present  to  be  an  honest 
Administration,  ably  Mmintstered.  In  Mr. 
Adams  I  behold  a  pl^  unpretending  republi- 
can, who  has  enjoyed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
tbe  confidence  of  all  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sors ;  incessantly  devoting  the  energies  of  his 
vigorous  intellect  to  the  advancement  of  tbe 
best  interests  of  his  ooantrv ;  while  the  distin- 
guished services  of  Gen.  Jackson  have  endr- 
oled  his  brow  with  a  wreath  of  never-fading 
^ory,  and  embalmed  him  in  the  affections  of 
a  large  portion  of  his  countrymen.  It  remains 
with  Uie  onl^  wnni^u,  the  people,  to  dedde 
between  their  respective  dunu.  It  is  not  for 
me,  nor  for  us,  to  mterfere.  We,  too,  are  pub- 
lic servants,  and  have  other  important  duties 
asngned  to  na.  My  maxim  ever  has  been,  and 
shall  be— mqr  the  Administration  of  my  conn- 
try  be  always  right,  and  while  right  may  it  be 
supported. 

llie  gentieman  from  Tennessee  has  stated 
that  there  are  twenty  supernumeraries,  gradu- 
ates at  West  Point,  now  at  their  homes,  unem- 

Stloyed.  It  is  true,  sir.  Those  young  men,  in 
oar  years  devoted  to  study,  are  permitted  but 
once  to  vidt  their  families.  After  obtaining 
thdr  degrees  they  generally  recdve  a  ibrioo^ 
of  two  or  three  uumths,  which  enables  them 
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to  renew  that  Intaroourae,  and  rekindle  that 
glow  of  affection  to  thdr  parents  and  friends, 
which  too  long  a  separation  might  entirely 
alienate.  Will  anj  father  ssj  that  this  is  ex- 
fa^vagant  indnlgenoe  t  It  is,  however,  proba- 
ble, ^t  at  this  present  moment,  there  are  not 
Taoanoies  in  the  army  to  ofl^  them  immediate 
employment,  bnt  in  a  very  short  time  they  be- 
come meiged  in  the  Begistw,  and  oease  to  be 
Bnpemnmeraries.  Having  seen  and  known  at 
IVeat  Pcdnt  the  destitute  wphaa  son  ot  a  wid- 
owed mcrther,  who  waa  time  educated,  and  is 
aow  <me  of  the  most  diftingnished  Profesam, 
I  mention  the  fact,  to  convince  my  fHend  from 
Tennessee  that  its  benefits  are  not  montmo- 
lized  by  the  children  of  the  affluent  and  iufln- 
ttjtial. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  expressed  great 
repugnance  at  the  Idea  of  a  son  of  bis  rec«v- 
tng  an  ednoation  at  West  Point.  He  would 
rather  he  dionld  make  his  mark,  and  not  be 
aUe  to  read  or  write,  fflr,  were  this  a  charity 
8chcK>l,  so  would  every  man  who  had  the 
means  to  educate  his  childroi  out  of  his  own 
pnrse.  Do  not  thoee  yonag  men  repay  the 
debt  of  mtitode  dne  to  the  nation  ?  A  well- 
organind  army,  well -constructed  fortiflcBtions, 
are  neoearary  to  its  d^enoe.  The  elements 
toSBtary  sdenoe  imparted  to  them  become  the 
property  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into 
x^ve  requisitim,  in  the  eonstruction  of  its 
fcvtresses  and  resistance  to  its  enemies;  and 
even  should  they  return  to  the  patiia  of  dvil 
Ufe,  in  imparting  their  science  to  the  militia, 
our  nation's  best  bulwark,  they  thus  contribute 
more  essentially  to  its  advantage  than  while  in 
the  tented  field.  I  have  never  ranked,  Mr. 
Speaker,  among  the  radicals.  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  dewing  to  be 
finmd  among  IlioBe  libOTBl  politidaiu  obpoaed 
to  eherfsh  me  existing  Institntions  ot  our  eonn- 
try,  and  by  ample  appropriations,  eommenan- 
rate  with  her  resources,  advanoe  Internal  im- 
tHxiTements,  cherish  your  Army,  your  Navy, 
bua-ease  your  national  defences  of  every  de- 
scription ;  and  thus  aooelerate  the  speed  of  the 
Be^nhlio  in  her  march  to  tht  hliHi  destinies 
which  await  her,  and  which  can  otuj  be  arrest- 
ed by  a  system  of  ii^JndidoiiB  and  wastwflil  par- 
simony. 

Hr.  Dabikl  said :  All  resolutions  of  this  de- 
ieription,  whenever  they  are  introduced,  pro- 
duce mwk  good.  They  awaken  dl  eonoemed 
to  dIUgence  and  inquiry ;  abuses  are  searehed 
out,  and  the  oanse  m  economy  promoted.  Tet, 
tt  has  appeared  strange  to  roe,  that  gentiemen 
on  this  floor,  while  urging  every  argument  they 
can  think  of  against  the  resolntion,  tell  us,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  are  stronj^y  in  favor 
of  it.  Th^  declare  that  they  are  very  mndi 
In  fisvor  of  searching  oat  abuses,  though  there 
are  no  abuses  in  the  Oovemmeot  to  search  out, 
and  though  they  are  oertun  it  will  end  in 
nothing,  yet  that  they  support  it,  and  will  vote 
ft)r  it.  ^is  course  <h  argument  ^^>ears  to  me 
stnoge.  That  abuse*  do  «dst|  I  uto  not  the 


least  doubt ;  if  they  do  not,  why  do 
oppose  inquiry  i   Oan  angr  iqjozy  reaslt  iroB 
it  J   If  the  Administration  be  iadevd  »  pun 
as  soane  gentiemen  seem  to  imagine,  it  ovcte  to 
be  their  boast  and  pride  that  the  seer^  alivakt 
be  made,  let  it  result  as  it  will.  They  call  vpaa 
us  to  point  out  the  abuses.  Many  have  akndy 
been  pointed  out.   But,  is  this  tii«  tun*  to  caC 
out  tor  a  detaU  of  the  abuses,  when  we  are  jut 
m>ointing  a  ocnnmittee  to  inqniie  if  any  abesH 
enstt  Xiiey  make  a  qaestimi,  and  anavv  it 
themselves.  They  tell  os  all  is  welL  £fvy 
thing  is  as  it  should  be.   WeU,  sr,  if  so^  fat 
the  inquiry  go  on.   Let  us  see  if  the  Ad^sis- 
tration  is  as  pore  as  they  woiUd  have  os  be- 
lieve. I  acknowledge  that  I  am  inoorapetest  to 
point  out  the  various  abuses  that         exist  ■ 
a  Government  so  oomtplicated  as  eivra.   It  is 
only  from  new^per  mmor  that  I  derive  ny 
knowledge  of  it.   And,  if  I  am  to  believe  wh^ 
I  see  there,  then  I  can  have  no  doobt  that  than 
ought  to  be  an  inquiry.   I  oonld  name  sobs 
<^cea  which  have  been  created  loader  this  Ad- 
mini^ation.   The  Panama  misirion  kaa  eoafc  us 
somewhere  about  $8CLO0O  or  $100^000.  Has  it 
resulted  in  any  greet  benefit  t  Alfinialerwas 
sent  to  EnglaDd,  who  was  perfectly  mpnm- 
nuated,  and  wholly  unable  to'  perfiana  a^ 
du^,  and  it  waa  t^rot^;h  tfaia  that  w«  lost  tts 
West  India  trade,  and  this,  in  wj  opinloB,  was 
a  great  loss.   There  was  another  great  afaosi 
oi  power.   This  man  was  known,  lut  the  tim^ 
to  be  incompetent,  and  his  nusnon  cost  w 
$80,000  or  $40,000.    We  have  had  another 
Minister  sent  out  mnoe,  who  has  returned  wkh- 
ont  muob  benefit.    There  have  been  other 
abuses.   Hen  have  been  paid  for  taking  eat 
despatches  to  our  Ministers,  who  went  wA  m 
the  veiT  ship  with  the  Ifinisteis  HMmsdm. 
I  should  certainly  have  thought,  that  the  Uia- 
isters  might  have  so  &r  eondesoeaded,  as  to 
take  charge  of  these  dooummts  themaelvea. 
Another  instance  of  abuse  is  to  be  foud  in  the 
outfits  of  our  foreign  Ministera.    $$,000  per 
annum  as  salary,  I  akookl  th^k,  waa  an  sbd^ 
providtn,  wiuout  $9,000  outfit,  eq>etaal{y 
when  we  fami^  a  veaa^  and  bear  afi  tiie  ex- 
penses of  their  transportation  to  the  spoL 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  item  whieh  eaOs  fiir 
retrenchment,  and,  under  the  reeolutioa,  it  san 
be  reached.   But,  we  not  only  give  oer  IGnis- 
ters  outfits  when  they  go  oat,  but  we  must  nve 
them  homeflta  when  they  oome  home.  Was 
nottlds  the  ease  with  ywmg  Ur.  Eiagf  He 
had  an  oatfit  of  $4,600^  and  yet  hia  fcomit 
was  paid  him  vritiiia  laitij  days,  b  ikm  mf 
example  of  this  nnder  et£er  AdoHBistratieast 
Sir,  it  is  enmrmona.    It  mqr  appear  a  Uttle 
sum,  bnt  it  is  very  mn<dt  if  ri^iliy  ewuidned. 
The  ezpenditive  of  the  pubUe  aioBey  in  the 
Government  at  home,  has  been  made  the  seb- 
Jeot  of  equal  abuses.   In  the  QaartermsBter's 
Department  of  the  Army,  the  disbaieeneot  of 
$800,000  is  ^nded  with  an  expense  <^  $60,000 
or  $60,000.  Is  tiiere  any      who  oaanot  ass 
thattbiatoanabosel 
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Hr.  Olaxk,  of  Eentnoky,  said :  I  am  now 
glad  to  see  a  prospect  of  ezoitement  being 
allayed  hy  means  of  the  resolation  introdnoed 
by  mj  Mend  from  Kentacky.  I  preferred  the 
original  form  of  the  resolution,  howeTer,  since 
I  think  that  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
is  the  proper  organ  throoah  whom  this  inqniry 
Bhonld  be  made.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  laat  SMsioiL,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
earnestly  recommended  the  exchange  of  the 
^xteen  millions  of  the  present  six  per  cent 
stodc  of  the  United  States  tor  other  stock,  of  a 
later  date  of  payment,  at  Ato  per  cent.,  by 
■which  operatioD,  had  it  been  adopted,  uiere 
would  have  been  effected  a  clear  annual  saving 
d  100^000  dollars,  and  I  consider  it  well  wor- 
thy of  oooNderatiim  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  ICeans,  whetiier  emih  an  exchange  cannot 
still  be  effected.  I  preferred  the  first  rest^a- 
tion,  becanse  it  refetred  the  inqniry  to  a  com- 
mittee whieh  may  jostly  be  entitled  the  first  in 
this  House,  and  of  which  I  am  free  to  say, 
that,  in  its  wisdom,  application,  and  integrity,  I 
onlirely  ctrnfide.  I  utink  the  sabject  ought  to 
be  remred  to  tliat  oommittee,  and  to  no  other. 
It  1m  one  of  the  peonUar  sabjeots  over  which 
tliat  committee  la  ealled  to  preride,  by  the 
Bales  and  Ordm  of  tliis  House;  aad  although 
I  should  be  loth  to  bmrthen  the  committee  with 
vnnecessary  labor,  yet  I  connder  it  of  rital  im- 
portance to  call  fortii,  In  this  inqairy,  the  first 
talents  of  the  ooontry.  It  is  an  investigation, 
which,  from  its  own  natnre,  cannot  properly 
be  execated  unless  by  an  individnal  intimately 
aoqoainted  with  all  the  operations  of  the  De- 
partmcDts  of  this  GoTemment  The  Oommit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  regular  dis- 
ciurge  of  their  doty,  have  been  compelled  to 
aeqaaint  tbemselTos  with  the  routine  of  bnsi- 
aeas  in  the  Departmnta.  They  have  the 
knowledge  aad  are  ftmiliar  with  it,  ud  they 
toM  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  would  be  required  by  any  other 
omunittee  oi  the  House;  and  when  they 
dioald  [wesent  a  report,  it  would  have  far  mon 
of  the  confidence  of  this  Hoosc^  than  if  pro- 
eoeding  from  any  other  qoarter. 

Sir,  I  have  regretted  to  witoese  the  charac- 
ter of  this  delMte.  Surely,  this  is  a  question 
which  does  not  characterize  party  in  this 
Hoose.  Surely,  we  have  not  yet  arrived  at 
that  degree  of  mutual  ill-will^  and  that  disre- 
prd  of  all  public  Jostioe,  whioh,  when  abuses 
an  to  be  investigated,  arrays  the  members  of 
tUi  Hoose  fai  eompaot  and  opposite  raok^  for 
aad  agaiost  any  Administratioii,  or  for  and 
agiinst  any  Presidential  candidate.  Such  a 
iUte  of  things  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  this 
House.  Surely  it  becomes  us  all  to  do  strict 
Joatice  to  him  who  administers  the  concems  of 
the  country,  be  that  individnal  whom  he  may. 

on  the  one  hand,  it  is  important  to  the  wel- 
Cue  oi  this  people  that  their  Bepresentatives 
dull  drag  forth  mto  public  view  that  man  who 
violate*  UMir  trust,  and  expose  him  to  the  in- 
tmj  iriitoh  he  deserve^  u  is  equally  impor- 
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tant,  on  the  other,  that  they  should  measure 
out  to  him  who  has  discharged  that  trust  with 
laborious  fidelity,  a  just  reward. 

I  did  not  voluntarily  misunderstand  the  gen< 
tleman,  (Mr.  Mitchxll,  of  Tennessee,)  bat  the 
coarse  of  his  remarks  induced  the  twKef  that 
such  had  been  his  intenUon.  The  gentleman, 
however,  must  allow  him  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark on  the  manner  in  which  cadets  were  in- 
troduced into  the  Military  Academy.  He 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  existence  of  tiiat 
insUtotkm  fhrauhed,  in  itself  an  evident  proof 
of  iht  eorreetneia  of  his  remarks,  that,  ever 
since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  state  of  the 
oountry  and  of  the  Oovemment  had  been 
growing  worse.  He  spoke  the  days  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  as  emphatically  the  days  of  our  pros- 
perity, but  the  gentleman  sorely  knew  that  the  • 
Hilitaiy  Academy  was  organized  during  those 
very  days.  When  the  gentleman  said  that  its 
benefits  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  of  the  '*  well-born,"  I  do  not 
know  that  I  perfectly  anderstood  him.  I  had 
always  supposed  that  tiH  were  well-born,  who 
came  oi  honest  parentage.  We  have  in  this 
country  no  privileged  orders.  But  the  gentle- 
man Bays,  that  none  are  admitted  into  that 
school,  but  the  sons  of  the  "  w^-bora  and  of 
the  wealthy,'*  In  this  opinion,  the  gentleman 
is  certainly  mistaken.  Unless  I  am  greatly 
misinformed,  (and  I  have  my  information 
through  a  very  direct  and  creditable  channeU 
nine-tenths  of  those  who  have  been  admitted, 
and  are  now  there,  are  not  the  sons  of  wealthy 
parents.  I  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
*'  well-bom ;"  for,  not  only  are  they  the  sons 
of  honest  parents,  but  a  large  proportion  ct 
them  are  the  sons  of  officers  and  soldiers  who 
fell  in  the  revolutitHi  and  in  the  laat  war.  If 
these  are  not  fit  snbjeota  to  receive  the  benefits 
of  that  instltntioa,  l  am  at  a  loss  to  oonoeiva 
who  ought  to  be  so  considered.  Their  parents 
were  indeed  poor,  but  they  were  honest  and 
patriotic,  and  they  shed  their  best  blood  for 
that  Uberty,  and  all  those  pditical  blessings 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  now  en- 
joys, aad  which  I  hope  he  may  long  continue 
to  enjoy.  In  the  charge  he  maide,  he  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken,  and,  if  he  will  take  the  tronUfl 
to  inqmre,  he  will  be  satisfied  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  MrromLL,  of  Tennessee,  said:  I  rise 
merely  to  support  the  allegation  which  I  made, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  as  irrefragaUe,  as  the 
rook  «  Qibraltar  is  immovable.  I  sud  that 
the  boiefita  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  are 
l^ven  to  some  of  the  well-bom,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman professes  not  fblly  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  that  expreasion,  I  will  treat  him 
with  a  dissertation  upon  it.  None  can  abhor 
the  word  more  than  I  do :  fbr  this  is  a  Govern- 
ment where  merit  ought  to  rise,  from  whatever 
station  it  may  proceed.  But  the  Government 
has  converged;  the  poor  and  humble  are 
looked  upon  as  "  eanatUe,''*  to  use  an  expres- 
sion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tii^ia, 
(Mr.  BasDOLP^  but  the  man  possessed  of 
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thonsancU  of  dirty  acres,  (no  matter  how  he 
jn&y  have  got  them,)  is  regarded  as  a  person  of 
cons6qnenc«  and  consideration  I  It  is  the  sons 
of  these,  and  such  as  these,  who  are  called  the 
well-bom.  But  there  is  a  species  of  people 
among  lu  whom  the  Gorenmient  has  fostered, 
vren.  on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  more 
than  they  do  all  the  knowledge,  talent,  and 
Tirtne,  of  a  sage.  I  acknowledge  that  proper- 
ty is  a  great  Dlessing  when  bestowed  by  the 
munificence  of  Heaven  npon  men  of  talents 
and  integrity,  who  consider  themselves  as  stew- 
ards for  the  benefit  of  society ;  bnt  there  are 
others,  in  whose  hands  property  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  cnrsea.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman. 
By  this  time,  has  a  full  view  of  what  I  meant 
by  the  term  well-bom.  Sir,  I  know  of  no  such 
thing  as  personal  distinction,  under  this  Gov- 
ernment. I  see,  indeed,  an  attempt  at  it,  bnt 
that  attempt  is  odiooa  to  me^  and  to  all  who 
think  as  I  do. 

Now,  sir,  who  are  In  this  West  Point  Acad- 
emy !  One  gentleman  tells  us  that  there  is  to 
be  found  the  son  of  a  widowed  mother.  Sir,  I 
should  be  glad  the  gentleman  wonld  name 
him.  I  certunly  never  heard  of  sach  a  one 
before.  [The  honorable  member  here  named 
8om6  of  the  youths  who  were  at  the  Academy, 
whose  names  and  parentage  the  reporter  was 
not  able  to  catch  with  sufficient  distinctness  to 
embody  them  in  this  report,  commenting  upon 
them  as  he  went  along.]  Sir,  I  feel  no  enmity 
whatever  towards  those  who  condact  that  in- 
stitntion.  Qod  bless  them — they  are  in  what 
thej  bdieve  to  be  the  course  of  tn^  dnty,  and 
It  is  not  with  them  that  I  find  any  fault  It  is 
the  institution  which  I  hate,  and  I  hate  it  for 
the  reasons  I  have  stated.  From  a  district  ad- 
joining that  of  my  colleagae,  there  is  a  young 
man  of  wealth  and  splendor — but,  sir,  this 
proud  soul  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  that 
point  of  degradation  to  which  the  Qovernment 
seems  likely  to  bring  us  all,  before  a  son  of 
mine  shall  be  brought  there.  Notwithstanding 
I  have  the  same  privilege  with  other  members, 
I  shonld  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  honu'ed  thousand  souls  who  have 
sent  me  here  as  their  BepresentaUve,  if  I  could 
use  that  privilege  in  &v<h:  of  any  son  of  mine. 
Six,  my  colleague  did  me  no  more  than  JasUee, 
when  he  sidd  that  I  usually  speak  with  caution 
in  this  House.  Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedly; 
nether  is  it  my  desire  or  intention  to  hurt  any 
one.  I  am,  it  is  trae,  the  son  of  a  corrupt  and 
fallen  race,  but  my  conscience  does  not  re- 

roach  me  with  ever  designing  to  speak  what 
wrong.  In  what  I  said  of  utis  Academy,  I 
spoke  from  data,  as  I  hope  the  gentleman  also 
Old  when  he  told  ua  about  the  son  of  a  widow 
who  had  been  received  there.  I  know  him 
not,  and  I  protest  before  Heaven  and  this 
House,  that  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that  no  son 
of  a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been 
reouved  there.  Bnt  when  I  speak  of  a  fwlom 
and  destitute  widow,  I  do  not  mean  a  woman 
who  has  merely  lost  her  oompanion  in  life ;  1^ 


that  description  I  understand  a  woman  de- 
pressed by  poverty,  who  has  a  family  to  main- 
tain, and  who  is  compelled,  by  neooesity,  to 
drudge  from  the  morning  to  the  night,  (like  the 
unwearied  ant,)  for  her  offq>ring.  She  is  a  for- 
lorn widow,  and  I  never  yet  heard  of  the  am 
of  snoh  a  one  b^ng  reoommended  and  admitted 
to  the  West  Pmnt  Aoadony. 

Ur.  Andebsoh,  of  Pennqrlvania,  a^d :  The 
supposed  prodigality  and  extravagance  oi  the 
Government  for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  a 
rich  theme  for  declamation  throughout  OTery 
part  of  the  United  States.  Newspaper  eaaay- 
ists  had  been  clamorous  on  the  subjectw  And 
where,  he  would  ask,  have  we  been  told,  we 
should  find  evidence  of  this  prodigal  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  revenue !  In  the  sobordi- 
nate  offices  of  the  Treasury  Department  ?  No. 
far.  Where,  then,  are  we  told  we  shonld  find 
itt  In  the  East  Booul  There,  it  has  been 
boldly  asserted,  wonld  be  found  the  glittering 
and  costly  repre-sentatives  of  Ihooaands  npon 
thousands  of  the  pablicanoney.  There,  sir,  we 
have  been  informed,  we  should  find  the  most 
incontestable  evidences  of  tiie  extravagance  aiid 
prodigality  ofthe  present  Administration?  And 
what  is  the  fact  I  After  being  led  by  curiosity, 
or  by  the  glaring  light  of  this  i(fnu  fatuuL,  to 
its  pretended  location,  what  do  we  find  t 
Nothing,  except  a  few  cnurs,  ^parently  of  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  of  litue  value.  He 
would  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  had  gone  with 
all  this  costly  ftimitore,  if  it  ever  was  there  I 
As  that  oonsUtnted  a  veir  important  part  of 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans,  which  devolved  upon  them  by  a  Rule 
of  the  House,  he  had  no  donbt  they  would  in- 
form us.  For  the  purpose,  then,  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  such  an  unpropitions  state  of 
things  did  exist,  in  relation  to  the  management 
of  our  financial  concerns,  he  was  willing  that 
the  inquiry  shonld  be  made,  and  that  the  fad 
of  their  existence  or  non-exisience  should  be 
disclosed.  If  a  disease  bo  alarming,  and  so  ma- 
lignant in  its  character,  existed  in  the  body 
politic,  let  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  be 
applied,  lest,  by  duay,  the  disease  shonld  be- 
come incurable.  If  reform  was  necessary,  let 
us  go  to  work  prtmiptly.  If  retrenchment  in 
all  or  any  of  the  Departments  ma  required,  let 
the  fact  be  speedily  ascertained,  and  the  reme- 
dy applied.  1^  on  the  contrary,  it  dioold  be 
found,  on  inqnu^,  that  no  reasonable  ground 
of  complunt  existed,  that  all  the  subordinate 
offices  were  indispensably  necessary  for  the  de- 
spatch of  the  pnblic  business — that  the  salariea 
of  the  officers  and  clerks  were  not  extravagant 
— let  the  public  know  it 

All  his  deliberations  on  the  subject  had  led 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  as  all  uiose  ofBoe*, 
about  some  of  which  so  much  had  been  said, 
had  been  estabMshed  by  l^^slative  Vets — that, 
as  the  salaries  olt  the  officers  and  clerks  woe 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  doubt,  1^  a 
doe  regard,  as  well  to  the  pnbUo  interest,  as  to 
the  nature  and  importance     the  aervioes  to 
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>e  rendered — it  would  be  onoharitable  in  him 
o  obai^  GoTemment  witii  extraTaganoe, 
inleM  he  had  better  informaUon,  and  stronger 
tvideuoe  of  the  fact,  than  oonld  be  derived 
rom  newspaper  essays.  He  should  not,  he 
hoagbt,  be  passinff  b  verr  handsome  oompli- 
aent  on  the  very  able  and  hi^Iy  distingnished 
>rodece8sor  of  present  honorable  Ohurman 
*i  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  dionld 
te  be  indaoed  to  make  a  charae  so  illiberal. 

Mr.  Bdohananb^:  As  the  Hoose  appears  de- 
ermined  to  pass  some  resotation  upon  the  sub- 
ect  now  before  them,  I  shall  take  the  libertr 
>f  making  a  so^estion  in  relation  to  the  Mil- 
tary  Academy  at  West  Point.  It  is  chiefly  in- 
«nded  for  the  oonunittee  who  ma^  have  clurge 
>f  the  resolation. 

I  cannot  aoree  with  iwne  ct  the  gentlemen 
irho  have  addressed  the  Honie^  that  the  Uill- 
W7  Academy  should  be  ab(^idied.  On  the 
xmtrary,  this  OoTemmoit,  possesmng  the  pow- 
ir  of  making  ww,  and  Iteing  under  a  solemn 
>bligat3on  to  proTide  for  the  common  defmce, 
3we  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  of  this 
20  an  try,  to  famish  them  with  the  means  of 
military  instmotion.  War,  especially  in  mod- 
em times,  has  become  an  art,  nay  a  sraence,  so 
BxteosiTO  and  so  complex  In  its  nature,  that  its 
theory  can  only  be  aoqnired  after  years  of  ap- 
plication. A  HUitary  Academy  is  the  best 
plan  which  has  ever  yet  been  devised  of  com- 
moaicatiog  military  Inst  ruction.  It  is  true, 
that  a  fmw  mea  of  brilliant  senins,  have  ap- 
peared in  the  worldj  who,  witnont  a  military 
edooationf  by  mere  intoition,  have  excelled  in 
the  art  of  war.  These  splendid  exoeptioos 
ought  not  to  detract  from  the  general  mle  that 
a  military  education  is  necessary  to  make  a 
skilfnl  and  efficient  officer. 

Gentiemen  have  oomplidnedf  and  I  brieve 
with  Jostioe,  that  there  now  are  several  super- 
numerary cadets.  I  would  suggest  the  source 
of  this  evil  to  be,  tiiat  the  Kilitary  Academy  is 
too  large  for  the  Army— or,  if  any  gentieman 
will  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  for  the 
UUitarr  Aoadcony.  A  Just  propwtion  does 
not  exist  between  them.  Hie  snpidy  of  offi- 
cers which  the  Academy  ftimishes  is  too  great 
far  the  donand  ot  an  army  not  amonnting  to 
6,000  men.  This  state  oi  things  gives  birth  to 
another  evil.  Ho  man  who  now  enliHts  as  a 
private  soldier  in  the  Army,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  capacity,  or  what  may  be  his  con- 
duct, can  ever  expect  to  be  promoted  above  the 
rank  of  a  petty  officer.  He  can  never  indulge 
the  hope,  which  the  policy  and  the  practice  of 
the  wisest  nations  nave  sanctioned,  that  he 
may  one  day  become  a  general  officer.  Every 
avenue  to  promotion  is  dosed  against  him  by 
the  gradaates  at  West  Point)  who  alwm  have 
the  prefermee  and  are  more  than  eufficieut  to 
Aunuh  the  anny  with  offloers. 

Whether  the  Qovemment,  in  additirat  to  ftir- 
idshiog  the  means  of  a  military  ednoation, 
ooght  to  Seed,  mA  elothe,  and  pay  the  oadet^ 
wulst  thegr  an  nod^ng  it,  is  a  qnestioD  well 
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worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  sottJect  may  be  referred.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that,  whatever  other  sins  may  be 
fUrly  chargeable  against  the  present  Adnunia- 
tratum,  thSsr  cannot  he  jnstly  cha^eable  with 
the  establiuimeDt  of  the  Military  Academy. 

Admonition  and  Exhortation  to  Order. 
The  Speaker  (Akdbsw  Stkvinson,  Esq.) 
rose  and  addressed  the  House.  He  fel^  he 
said,  very  deep  regret  at  the  personal  and  un- 
pleasant character  which  the  debate  had  as- 
sumed, and  which,  if  cMitinaed,  was  calculated 
to  have  a  baneful  effect  upon  the  character  and 
deliberations  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  cer- 
tainly could  have  no  wish  to  restrict  improp- 
erly, the  freedom  of  debate.  He  had  never 
attempted  it;  he  never  shonld ;  hot  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  it  a  dnty  tlut  he  owed  tiie  Honse^ 
the  nation,  and  hin»d^  to  interpose  the  an- 
thority  oi  the  Chair  in  maintaining  the  order 
and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  in  repressing 
personalties  and  recriminations,  which  could 
produce  no  other  effect  than  deep  excitement 
and  personal  altercations.  In  ute  eagerness 
of  controversy,  and  the  commotion  of  debate,  it 
was  often  very  difficult  for  the  Chair  to  inter- 
pose Buccessfcdiy  its  authority  in  preserving  or- 
der, and  limiting  del>ate ;  in  cases  of  great  or 
unusual  excitement,  it  oonld  never  be  done 
without  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  co-op- 
eration of  the  House.  In  making  these  re- 
marks, the  ChaiT  intended  no  allnuon  to  ai^ 
particolar  membw  <^  the  House.  He  had 
risen  to  impress  np<Hi  the  House  the  necesrifcy 
ci  enforcing  order,  and  sost^ning  the  Ohidr, 
and  to  entreat  gentiemen,  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  mingle  m  the  debate,*to  refrain  from 
persoofd  and  recriminating  ranarks  towards 
each  other,  and  to  confine  themselvea  to  the 
subject  under  consideration.* 

ICoimi-T,  January  28. 
Seirenehmont, 

When  the  House  a4]oumed  on  Saturday,  a 
motion  had  been  made  by  Kr.  Dobset  to  lay 
the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Chilton,  together  wim 
the  amendment  thereto,  on  the  table.  On  the 
opening  of  the  debate  this  morning,  Ur.  Doaan 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  question  then  re- 
curring on  the  amendment  of  Mr  Bluk — 

Mr.  BucKNBB,  of  Kentucky,  said :  I  have  sud 
that,  when  offered,  I  was  prepared  at  once,  and 
willing  to  aid  the  proposed  iDqaiiy.  Tet^  can- 
dor compels  me  to  aedare,  uiat  inch  a  vote 
would  not  have  been  founded  on  any  belief,  or 
even  sumidon,  that  there  were  each  louses  as 
those  pomted  out.  They  may  be :  if  so,  they 
are  not  within  my  knowled^  Aa  a  friend  of 
the  Administration,  tiiere  was  no  option  al- 
lowed me,  as  to  my  vote.  We  occupy  an  en- 
tirely different  attitude  from  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition.    If  they  will  exhibit  aeonsationa^ 

•XTatytU^lsomUtadtatUssbridiiMatwUAltdl* 
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•nd  get  op  debattt^  however  nselesL  by  which 
fhat  ^ne  18  etwanmed  which  shoold  be  deroted 
to  Unportant  bamneaB,  it  ia  not  our  fyxHt.  Bit- 
nated  aa  we  are,  it  oonld  not  reaatmaUy  be  ex- 
pected that  we  wonld  refuse  to  meet  them. 
What  was  the  reeolotion  in  substance,  as  orig- 
inally offered !  That  the  national  debt  shoald 
be  speedily  paid  off;  that,  to  effectuate  this,  a 
gen«'al  retrenchment  of  public  ezpenditores 
should  be  resorted  to ;  that  the  number  of  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  pnbUo  flervice  shoald  be 
lessened,  and  the  saluies  of  those  retained, 
diminished.  In  sapport  of  tlus,  it  was  said  by 
tiie  moTW,  that  tnere  wm  nnecnra  offleaa, 
that  we  had  departed  from  the  repnUioan  nm- 
of  our  anceaton;  fliat  the  public  money 
Bid  been  uselessly  squandered,  dn.  ]^ow, 
wjbilst  I  admit  that  the  public  debt  ought  to  be 
discharged  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible, 
witiiont  detriment  to  other  great  national  in- 
toreets ;  and  wliilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  in- 
Teatigation  of  the  alleged  prodigaKty,  I  neither 
aancuon  it  as  correct,  nor  concur  in  the  gentle- 
man's argament.  After  all  that  was  sud  by 
him,  in  general  toma,  abont  profusion,  national 
bankruptcy,  &c,  what  were  his  specifications? 
That  the  services  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  mis^t 
be  dispensed  witti,  the  occasion  for  which  that 
otBot  waa  created  having  long  sinoe  passed 
away.  That  our  tables  were  every  morning 
idled  with  usdeai  documents,  and  reports  as 
Kng  aa  the  mwal  law.  "Whilst  he  seemed  to 
bn^ne  that,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  and 
the  Nwth  "rwAed In  the  cradle  of  ease  and 
luxury,"  this  would  be  considered  as  a  matter 
of  little  momfflit,  in  tiie  West  thete  was  but  one 
voice  concerning  it.  Whatever,  sir^  there  may 
be  of  prodigality  of  public  money  m  this  mat- 
ter, it  savors  more  <Mf  any  thing  else  than  tux- 
vry.  Bat,  if  the  genUemao  so  estimates  it,  let 
me  assure  him,  that,  throughout  the  sesmon, 
he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  bis  ap- 
petite in  all  the  luxury  of  a  moat  delectable  va< 
'  riety.  Bc^xnrts,  and  the  testimony  upon  which 
they  ave  ionnded,  must  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore US,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
claims  as  are  presented  to  Congress.  Tliey  are 
CMOS  in  which  ledieas  can  be  obtained,  and  jus- 
tice done  nowlKm  else.  ICany  of  them  are  for 
very  large  amounts  of  money  or  property.  In 
suoli  cases,  are  we  to  act  blindfolded,  and  at- 
tempt to  dispense  Justice  at  h^-hazard  t  tiurely 
not.  I^  in  aay  puidcular  case,  any  gentleman 
believes  that  It  would  be  useless  or  improper  to 
print  them,  when  the  motion  Is  made  to  have 
them  printed  Is  the  time  to  oppose  it. 

Tet,  sir,  I  am  not  not  at  ail  disposed  to  cen- 
sure the  gentleman  who  tatrodnoed  ttu  resoln- 
tiooBL  He  did  so^  no  doubt,  under  honeet  eoa- 
viotions  of  their  propriety— be  bad  seen  these 
Charges  of  extravagance,  of  corruption  in  the 
disbursements  of  public  money,  repeated  so  fre- 
quently, iu  a  thousand  different  shapes  In  the 
newepapeni,  by  editors  in  various  parts  of  the 
UiUted  States,  from  bohw  ol  hifpi  standing, 
down  to  the  ours  of  tiw  my  hmeit  d«grse^ 


(Jajmasr,  IMC 

until  be  began  to  beUeve  there  most  be  Mm*  i 
tinth  in  it.  However  zeakras  a  raan        bs  I 
In  his  pursuit  of  tmtii,  even  fidaeho«>ds  may  be  ' 
repeated  in  Ms  hearing  so  frequently  and  eoa- 
fidently,  that  at  last  they  are  received  as  tnitha. 
May  I  not  now  be  allowed  to  indulge  the  facM 
that  my  colleague  has  become  satisfied,  that  be 
entertained  mwrt  erroneous  conceptioDs  of  tbM 
matters  f   Else,  why  haa  he  ao  entirely  abaa- 
dened  his  original  resolntionf  Bineeore  office^ 
high  salaries  of  officers,  the  unneceBaary  number 
of  them ;  the  high  per  diem  allowaooe  to  meia- 
bers  seem  to  have  been  ftn^otten,  and  w*  are 
now  invited  to  inqolre  as  to  the  manacr  ii 
whieh  the  money  ^qpropriated  fbr  foreign  ^ 
teroonrse,  snd  for  ibe  cfrntrngent  expemam  «f 
the  Executive  Departments,  haa  been 
stbce  1834^yes,  rir,  since  18S4.   Then  Bes 
tiie  secret   All  errors,  if  any,  oommotted  b^ 
fore  that  period,  are  not  worth  investigatioa. 
They  would  shed  no  valoaUe  light  on  tbe  sab- 
Ject.   The  occurrence  has  paseed  by,  and  is  no 
Icmger  of  any  moment.  It  would  be  of  no  ser- 
vice in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  any  diaage 
in  the  law  on  the  subject.   Very  well,  let  the 
inquiry  be  so  limited.   I  am  willing  to  go  hatk 
as  far  as  they  please;  to  commence,  and  to 
stop,  where  they  please.   Should  there  be  atf 
thing  wrong  ju  the  management  of  tbe  sAim 
of  wis  nationf  by  this  Adndnistration,  let  it  be 
made  appear,  u  it  be  an  error  of      bead,  a 
ma^ammous  and  generous  pnbBo  will  soom  to 
punish ;  if  it  proceed  from  corruption,  k  will  I 
show  that  they  oo^ht  no  longer  to  be  trusted. 
When  proof  <^  this  is  jwodnced,  none  will  be 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronounce  a  venfict 
of  guilty.   But  idle  suspicion,  and  worse  than 
idle  rumor,  shall  nevo*  mfiuenoe  my  Judgmeat. 

We  were  told  by  t^e  gentleman  from  Yirgioia, 
(Mr.  Randolph,)  that  he  would  oppose  any  and 
every  party  who  would  impose  on  this  eouatrj 
any  man  as  its  Ghi^  Magistrate,  bendes  him 
who  recMves  the  greatest  number  of  its  voteiL 
Is  om  ooustitatimi  then  a  dead  letter  t  Caa  a 
man  otmsdentiously  discharge  a  duty  dendviag 
on  him  in  the  election  of  a  Prerident,  violatiI^r 
neither  the  letter  or  spirit  of  that  sacred  instia- 
ment,  and  yet  be  supjected  to  oeusore  t  Tbat 
must  be  the  gentleman's  opinion :  fbr  do  man 
elected  by  Ooagrees,  can  have  received  a  ma- 
jority of  Uie  votes  of  the  people;  othenrisfi,  | 
the  election  would  not  have  devolved  on  Con- 
gress. I  was  truly  surprnad  to  hear  sa^  sen- 
timents avowed;  and  the  more  eqtedallyas 
coming  from  such  a  quarter.  When,  on  tiM 
last  elects  of  President,  that  natter  was  be- 
fore Oongress,  I  understood,  and  still  nadce- 
stand,  that  every  msinbsr  mm  Yirg^nia  voted 
tor  Mr.  Crawfoidp  exespt  two,  of  wlddi  two 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  BankoLFH)  was  net  «m. 
It  is  to  be  Dreenmed  fae  did  net  vals  te 
one  man,  ana  wish  anotiier  to  be  deetad.  Hs 
was  in  earnest  as  to  the  vote  which  he  gave^ 
and  was,  no  doubt,  anxioae  for  Mr.  Crawford^  | 
eleetkm.  And  yet,  aooerdiw  to  Ua  prsMit 
dectoraitomy  be  would  thia  Sa»a  tB^essd  m 
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this  ooantry  a  man,  as  its  Chief  Magistrate, 
who  had  not  recMT«d  a  DuOoritjr  of  th«  rotes 
of  the  people;  jes,audhewoQld]iovtnKiati» 
■uue  prinoiplet,  had  he  been  eleete^  been 
fbtmd  (^posed  to  hb  admiidBtrstioii,  for  tlurt 
leason  only,  if  not  for  other  reaaon& 

ICr.  Wasbhtoton  said:  When  the  resola- 
tion  was  offered  bj  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tnokf,  (Mr.  OHU,Toir,)  I  had  resolved  to  TOte 
agunst  it — not  that  I  was  opposed  to  re- 
trenchment or  the  reform  of  maj  abuses  which 
mif^t,  bj  poBslbilitj,  exist  in  uie  administra- 
tion of  the  General  Qovemment,  bat  because  I 
did  not  believe  that  any  valuable  results  to  this 
nation  could  grow  ont  of  such  inquiry,  and 
beoaose  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now  imagine, 
that  any  abuses  exist,  which  reqoire  the  inter- 
Tention  of  this  House,  or  which  this  inquiry  is 
wlonlated  in  any  manner  to  refimn.  I  ccNnrid* 
OTed  it  mwely  as  the  redonption  of  a  pledge. 
wMch  the  gentl«nan  from  Kentucky  informed 
US  he  had  given  to  his  coostltaents.  Bnt  in 
the  latitude  which  has  been  allowed  in  this 
debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gen- 
tlemen dbtingniflhed  for  their  talents,  high  in 
the  estimatioa  <3i  the  pablio,  and  high  in  the 
eonfidenoe  of  their  party.  What  are  ttie  decla- 
rations they  have  made,  sirt  That  this  is  not 
the  time  for  reform ;  that  the  cloods  which  now 
obscure  the  politloal  horizon  must  be  chased 
Kwaj,  by  the  naingftf  another  and  a  biiriiter  son 
— an  evident  allusiCHi  to  Uto  decti<m  tS  another 
Freddenfr— that  yon  have  nothiiw  to  hc^  for 
tar  en>eet  frmn  the  presoit  Adnunlstoation,  in 
aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  eSlMt  r^onn. 
ffir,  the  imputation  has  gone  fortii  to  tiie  wwld, 
under  the  sanotioa  of  high  authority,  that 
abuses,  if  not  corruption,  do  exist,  and  that 
any  attempt  at  their  expoenre  would  prove  nn- 
availinff,  as  you  could  expect  no  co-operation 
from  the  rulers  of  this  nation,  who  are  tlios 
prononaoed  too  corrupt,  too  much  wedded  to 
their  own  sinister  views,  to  malce  any  saotifloe 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.  So  far,  sir,  we 
have  heard  nothing  but  all^ationa,  wiuout  the 
•MnUanoe  of  proof:  for  all  the  evidence  which 
lias  been  attempted  to  be  |«odneed,  has  been 
■Uy  met,  and  trinmphantiy  reflited,  without 
the  ud  of  any  iagnisitiai. 

8tr,  I  believe  this  Administration  to  be  as 
pare,  as  patrotio,  as  devoted  to  the  interrat  of 
the  nation,  as  Car  removed  from  the  su^icion  of 
aormption,  as  any  which  ever  has,  aye,  sfar,  and 
as  ever  will  preside  over  the  destinies  of  tills 
Bepnblio ;  and  that,  like  gold,  the  oftener  as- 
nyed,  the  brighter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the  Ad- 
mLiistrstion  fear  no  inquiry  or  scmtkiy,  how- 
ever rigid,  either  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
borsements  of  public  money,  or  the  discharge 
of  the  daties  ^>nertainiog  to  their  offices; 
neither  do  their  mends  entertain  a  ftar  on 
their  account.  On  the  wmtrary,  we  invite  and 
challenge  the  fullest  and  freest  fanvestigation : 
and,  in  aooordanoe  witA  tiiis  belief  I  would, 
with  peat  def^vnoe,  soggest  to  my  friends — 
political  friends  Z  mean— «>r  I  have  the  pleas- 


[H.o»B» 

ore  of  duming  many  personal  friends  on  this 
floor,  with  whom  I  am  not  politically  associated 
— ^ihat  every  amemdmait  ^onld  be  withdrawn 
which  has  been  o£te«d  by  them,  and  that  wa 
afford  to  the  gentleman  finom  Kentucky  every 
&oiUty  he  can  de^re,  hj  adoptisut  his  oridnal 
resolution,  or  the  modification  offered  by  him, 
as  he  may  prefer.  This  is  not  an  inqniry  <s 
our  seeking,  and  let  as  not  put  it  in  the  power 
of  gentlemen  to  say  that  we  flittered  dowiL  or 
in  any  way  embarrassed,  the  inquiry  they  bad 
proposed.  Let  the  whole  re^nsibility  rest 
where  it  should.  For  my  own  part,  I  wiU  vote 
against  ev«7  proposition,  either  in  the  way 
of  amen^ent  or  sabstitnte,  which  does  not 
orimnate  with  the  gentleman  fron  EeDtnoky, 
or  his  political  friends. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reply  to  the  gentiemaa 
from  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  tlie  institotton  at 
West  Point,  and  I  am  done.  Having  reoentiy 
had  the  pleasnre  of  attending  an  examination 
at  the  Uilitary  Academy,  I  wm  take  the  liberty 
of  stating  the  impresdon  made  on  my  mind  by 
that  vitit.  Without  having  eigoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  foreign  travel,  and  of  making  a 
omnparison  of  this  with  umilar  institutions  of 
other  nations,  I  will  venture  to  aseert,  that,  in 
regard  to  discipline,  and  indeed  the  whole 
economy  of  its  arrangements  and  conduct,  it  is 
not  ftioelled  by  any  instUuticm  in  the  world. 
Sir,  it  is  a  noble  monument  of  the  Ubeeal  and 
enli^tened  policy  of  this  nation.  It  liobly  do- 
serves  instead  <tf  re^bation,  the  foatMing  oare 
and  protection  of  tin  Oovwnment  Tomig 
men,  from  every  State  of  this  widely  extended 
empire,  are  bron^t  together  at  West  Point, 
They  there  form  ftieiuEhips  which  remain 
through  life;  local  jealousies  and  pr^udice^ 
which  unhappily  exist  among  us,  are  conquer- 
ed ;  and  the  assodations  growing  ont  of  this 
friendly  intercourse  have  a  most  imposing  in* 
flnence,  in  a  political  reniect,  by  drawing  more 
closely  the  chun  which  b^ds  together  this 
great  Confederacy.  It  is  true,  sir,  the  selecUcm 
of  cadets  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  class 
of  society;  nwoan  I  perceive  any  just  reason 
why  it  should  be :  tx  this  institatlML  was  or»< 
ated  for  the  benefit  cS  the  wh<^  eommnnify. 
Tet  the  genti«nan  asserts  that  niMie  bnt  too 
well-boni  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  ad- 
vantages, to  the  exdution  of  the  sons  of  Bevo- 
lutionary  fiathers  and  widowed  mothers;  bnt 
one  fact,  sir,  is  worth  a  thousand  such  asser* 
tions :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving 
9oa  of  a  poor  widow  in  my  district,  a  warrant 
of  admission  to  that  school;  and  I  eould  in- 
stance to  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee,  many 
appointments  of  a  similar  character — one  par- 
ticularly, in  this  district,  cf  the  son  of  an  old 
BevolotiMiary  (^Boer  and  poor  widow,  to  whom 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  {ffranptiy  gave 
a  warrant.  Butj  tir,  no  censure  can  attach  to 
this  Administrstitm  in  relation  to  that  estaUisb* 
ment,  it  bdng  almoet  oo-eval  with  our  Govem- 
msnt,  I  thcraore  will  not  o(msome  the  time 


Digitized  by 


700 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


H.  or  E.J 

of  the  Honae  by  any  fiurther  reference  to  tbe 
wnarla  of  the  gentleman. 

Kr.  Inoham  sud :  The  resolution  before  the 
Hoiue  Bimply  proposes  a  retrenehment  of  pub- 
lic expenditures,  withont  reference  to  the  pe- 
riod when  snch  a  measare  became  proper  or 
necessary,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  some  re* 
trenofament  might  be  effected;  hat  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  Administration  would 
be  assailed  by  snch  a  measare.  Another  part 
of  the  inqairy  proposes  a  specific  inquiry  as  to 
the  expenditare  of  certain  snms  of  money 
^aced  at  the  dlqKwal  cf  the  Preradent  and 
Heads  al  Departments.  We  all  know,  that, 
whMi  the  lav  presraibes  fiie  q;»edal  appUcation 
of  pablio  money,  there  cannot  be  much  danger 
of  a  misapplication ;  bnt  where  large  sums  are 
disbnrsea  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  say  tbe  least  of 
it,  a  fit  snlfject  for  the  scratiny  of  this  Honse, 
and  may  fairly  be  done,  and  has  been  done 
over  and  over  again,  without  any  imputation 
against  the  Administrations  who  haye  made 
snch  disborsements ;  if  all  has  been  done  right, 
they  can  have  no  Just  objection  to  the  scra- 
tiny ;  if  any  thing  has  been  done  wrong,  we 
have  a  right  to  know :  for,  in  eithw  case,  the 
information  may  be  nsefol  to  direct  fntnre  leg- 
islation. Let  ns  locdc,  fiw  a  moment,  into  thia 
amount  of  the  snras  that  are  ^aoed  at  the 
discretionary  disposal  of  the  President  and 
Heads  of  Departments.  The  proposed  inqoiry 
goes  back,  I  believe,  three  years.  The  earns 
iq>pr(^riated  for  the  contingencies  of  foreign 
interoonrse,  for  that  time,  are  as  follows:  1826, 
$40,000;  1826,  $40,000;  1827,  $30  000~$110,- 
000 :  this  is  the  ftmd  out  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent may  by  law,  canse  to  be  paid  what  amount 
he  pleases,  and  i^  in  bis  opinion,  the  pablic 
interest  requires  it  to  be  concealed,  he  certifies 
that  fact  to  the  accounting  officers,  and  they 
settle  the  account  without  specification,  or  any 
other  voucher  than  the  oertmoate  I  have  men- 
tioned. It  is  pn^ter  Uiat  we  should  know  what 
sums  have  been  thus  settled  at  the  Treasury. 
I  would  not  invade  any  regulation  which  may 
have  been  found  expedient,  especially  in  times 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  tbe  resolution  does 
not  call  for  the  specification,  it  only  asks  for 
the  amount  so  expended.  The  remainder  of 
this  fund  and  tbe  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  mi^ons,  and  tbe  contin- 
gent enenses  of  Uie  several  Department^  are 
required,  by  the  resolutions,  to  be  specified, 
and  to  this  there  can  be  reasonable  objection. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  "  eontinsen- 
des  of  missions  abroad,"  for  tbe  last  three 
years,  is  $70,000,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Uie  Deiurtments  $211,846,  making  a 
total  sum  of  $891,846,  including  the  foreign  m- 
tercourse  fond,  which  is  disbursed  very  much 
at  discretion.  Now,  sir,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  should  be  adopted, 
it  wilt  exclude  ns  from  any  knowledge  of  these 
large  disbursements.  But  let  as  consider  what 
his  amendmrat  proposes  to  do  in  place  of  the 
Inquiry  contempbted  by  the  reeolutiooa  oi  the 


gmtlonan  from  Kentucky.   Tlie  first  propoaf- 
tion  of  the  amendment  is  to  inqnirc  vfaelhv 
any  abnses  have  been  committed  by  the  Press- 
dent  or  Heads  of  Departments,  and  what  can 
tbiat  end  iut  Shall  we  send  a  committee  to  the 
President,  to  ask  him  what  abnaes  he  has  com- 
mitted f   ne  will  tell  th«n  in  the  first  plsM 
that  be  does  not  confer  with  committeeB,  and 
in  tiie  next,  that  he  is  not  consoions  of  abusing 
his  trust,  and  is  not  bound  to  answer  thflt  ques- 
tion.  Will  yon  send  a  committee  to  tbe  Heads 
Deparonenta,  to  put  the  same  qnertioa  tD 
them  I   Will  they  give  yon  uiy  snch  infiin» 
tion  after  you  have  thus  ebaracterized  tbe 
jecA  of  your  inquiry  f   But  perbap>»  It  may  be 
said  your  committee  might  go  to  the  <Serfc& 
Do  we  not  know,  that,  at  the  last  aeeaoa,  a 
certain  transaction  leaked  ont,  which  excited 
some  attention  both  here  and  abroad,  and  af- 
terwards became  the  snhject  of  a  motion  in  this 
Honse — I  mean  the  paymwt  of  $4,600  to  John 
A.  King,  for  a  bomefit,  as  it  has  been  aptly 
called.   I  never  knew  nor  inquired  how  it  got 
ont;  hut  soon  a^r  it  was  noticed  here,  wa 
heard  it  as  a  fact  of  common  conversation  ia 
this  city,  and  for  myself  I  cannot  donbt  it,  that 
the  Hud  of  <me  Department  soDomooed  Ui 
trembling  clerks  before  him,  and  menaced  wM 
immediate  dismissicm  whoever  ooold  be  proved 
to  have  made  the  disdosore.  In  bwA  a  stiti 
of  things  what  could  be  expected  from  an  in- 
qniry  after  abuses  1   It  has  been  well  sud  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  othen^ 
that  it  must  end  in  nothing.   The  next  ol;|}eet 
embraced  in  the  amendment  is  an  inqniry  as 
to  the  redaction  of  sfdariea,  and  as  to  what  offi- 
ces can  be  dispensed  with,  and  if  any  salariea 
are  found  too  high,  under  what  AdministratiaB 
they  were  established  f   And,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  issue  made  up  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  the  deoiraon  of  these  points  ia  to 
tiytheoharaoterof  theAdminiBtratioiiI  Wbit, 
sur,  test  this  Adminisbration  by  the  aaoertafai- 
m«it  of  a  £iot,  which,  no  matter  what  it  maf 
be,  oamot  affect  tlie  AdministratifHi  in  tM 
slightest  degree  f  It  was  certfunly  an  ingenioos 
contrivance  of  the  gentleman  to  pat  the  trid 
on  such  grounds.   U  the  salaries  should  not 
be  deemed  too  high,  nor  any  offloea  to  be  dtt* 
pensed  with,  the  Administr^on  would  be  ao- 
quitted  and  entitled  to  our  snpport ;  bnt  if  soma 
reduction  and  diminution  uiould  be  thooj^ 
proper,  then  the  next  point  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman is,  when  were  these  offices  and  sawiea 
established  f   And  if  it  should  be  found  thst 
they  were  establuhed  before  this  Admintstra* 
tion  came  into  power,  which  we  may  all  know, 
by  looking  into  the  statote  book,  then  the  A^ 
ministration  would  be  acqnitted.   I,  §ot  om^ 
will  not  consent  to  any  sooh  a  trial,  and  wQI 
here  admit  that  the  Administration  are  not  re- 
sponfflble  for  tbe  amount  of  the  salaries — these 
were  estaUished  by  law — nor  fbr  the  nmnbw 
of  officers,  whose  offices  are  created  bylaw; 
nor  for  the  time  whwi  they  w«e  eatatdiabeL 
If  tike  gentleman,  by  hia  ingeBnitiy  ooold  g($ 
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Bach  a  trial  as  be  has  proposed,  he  woald  get 
his  AdmiuiBtratioQ  out  of  their  difficulties  most 
eanlf  indeed.  I  am  not  disposed  to  be  drawn 
into  the  diaonssiim  of  that  questioii,  nor  to  taij 

I  trial  of  the  Adminiatraticni  before  this  HouBe. 
TTe  might  indeed  be  eompelled  to  put  public 
officers  npon  their  trial,  in  some  events^  but 

'■  ve  have  no  right  to  try  them  ourselves,  but 
most  especially,  I  would  not  take  the  great  po- 
Utioal  trial  now  going  on  before  the  people  oat 
of  their  hands.  It  would  be  most  unwise,  as 
well  as  irregolar,  for  this  House  to  entertain 
jurisdiction  of  any  qaestion  upon  an  appeal  from 

I  the  people.  I  came  here  to  assist  in  transact- 
ing the  l^pslative  business  of  the  country. 
This  House  is  not  competent  to  decide  that 
great  political  question  by  any  act  which  can 
grow  out  of  these  resolutions.  Why,  then, 
bring  this  discussion  here?  Let  it  remain,  I 
beseech  gentlemen,  before  an  intelligent  people, 
where  some,  perhaps,  of  the  most  intelligent 
bodies  of  men  ever  convened  for  such  occasions, 
an  discnsang  the  snl^ect  with  eminent  ability. 


TuBTOAT,  January  20. 

£etrtnehmtnt. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ur. 
Obilton's  resolutions,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  PxABOB  said :  In  the  zeal  of  gentle- 
men to  retrench,  the  Ifilitary  Sdiotd  at  West 
Point  has  ooonpied  their  attMitiuL  and  Ti<dent 
hands  have  be«i  bud  npon  it.  I  did  hajpo,  that 
this  institatioD,  which  is  more  oreditable  to  this 
(Jovemment  than  any  other  in  it,  and  which, 
I  had  8npp<wed,  was  the  fiivorite  child  of  the 
nation,  would  hare  been  spared.  I,  also,  Ur. 
Speaker,  have  attended  one  of  the  annual  ex* 
aminationa  of  that  school,  and  can,  with  other 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  bear  witness  to 
us  merits,  if  its  merits  are  not  generally  known. 
Until  the  conmiencement  of  this  debate,  I  had 
supposed  they  were.  We  are  told,  sir,  by  the 
gcmtieman  from  Tennessee,  (Ur.  Uitohbll,)  that 
it  is  the  norseiT  of  Aristocracy,  created  for  the 
education  of  the  rich  man^s  son,  and  a  place 
where  tiie  widows  son  or  the  orphan  boy  can- 
not rater ;  or  if  he  does  enter,  oannot  kog  re* 
midn ;  established  tar  the  education  of  the  sons 
of  members  of  Oongrees,  and  those  who  ve 
high  in  office.  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  he  is  mistaken— that  he 
has  been  misinformed — that,  although  I  shall 
not  question  what  he  has  said,  in  niation  to 
the  sons  of  those  coming  from  his  own  State, 
his  remarks  will  not  apply  to  those  who  have 
been  educated  at  that  school,  citizens  of  the 
State  which  I  represent.  Let  the  gentleman 
examine  the  catalogue  of  gradnates,  and  he 
will  find  that  there  are  men  who  have  had  the 
benefits  ot  this  school,  and  shaped  in  its  hon- 
orsy  who  were  not  sons  of  members  of  Congress 
or  those  in  power.  Let  the  gentieman  examine 
the  Army  Begister,  and  he  will  also  find  that 
the  best  and  most  meritorious  of  our  offioers 
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are  graduates  of  this  school,  who  were  the  sous 
of  widows,  or  orphan  boys,  the  sons  of  those 
who  had  nothing  but  porerty  to  leare  to  their 
children  for  an  inheritanoe,  and  are  indebted 
to  this  institution  alone  for  ue  odooation  which 
they  received.  To  avoid,  if  poedble^  the  re- 
dtu  of  names,  who  is  the  gmtieman,  who  has 
now  the  principal  superintendence  of  yonr  for- 
tifications, and  who  discharges  his  duties  with 
so  much  credit  to  himself  and  justice  to  the 
nation  ?  Who  is  the  aid  of  yonr  Oommander- 
in-Chief?  Who  is  now  the  asnstant  to  the 
Chief  Engineer  ?  And  I  might  extend  the  in- 
quiry to  a  very  great  length,  of  men  who  are 
ornaments  to  tiieir  country,  and  men  who,  but 
for  this  school,  would  never  have  received  the 
education  and  advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it.  I  once  entertuned  the  opinion — an 
opinion  formed  without  much  refteoticMi,  thai 
the  doom  of  this  iostitutim  ought  to  be  opened 
to  the  poor  only,  and  the  sons  of  the  wealthy 
should  be  debarred,  and  stated  my  views  to 
the  Vice  Freaidwt  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
first  convOTsation  I  ever  had  with  that  distin- 

faished  man,  and  learnt  from  him  that  others 
ad  expressed  the  same  opinions ;  bat,  said  he, 
to  make  this  a  school  for  the  indigent  woold 
render  it  less  valuable  to  them^  as  they  would 
not  be  excited  by  the  same  spirit  (tf  emtilation; 
that  genius  was  to  be  found  in  all  grades  of  so- 
ciety, all  classes  and  ranks  of  men ;  and  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  enlist  into  its  sorioe  the  best  talents^ 
whether  found  among  the  rich  or  the  poor. 
Further  reflection  has  satisfied  me  that  the 
views  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  were  cor- 
rect. Gienius  is  not  confined  to  any  grade  of 
life ;  it  is  fonnd  among  children  of  the  a^lnm, 
and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  pvinoely  pidaoe. 
At  this  institution,  a  soIdier^s  8<hi — ^yee,  tor,  the 
son  of  a  Sergeant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  receives  the  first  honors,  while  the  sons 
of  two  genUemen,  who  have  been  Speakers  of 
this  House,  are  unable  to  pass  through  the  or- 
deal of  an  examination.  If,  dr,  favoritism  ex- 
ists in  other  institutions,  it  has  no  abiding  place 
in  thb :  fcff  here  they  all  rise  w  foil  their 
merits  or  demerits,  and  there  are  none  who  are 
the  BCHts  of  Ihe  poor,  and  none  who  are  the 
sons  of  the  rich :  for  no  audi  disttnotiMU  are 
kept  np  by  the  offioers  of  tliat  institution.  The 
students  themselves  soon  find  of  how  little  use 
they  are.  Sir,  if  I  had  a  son  old  enough  to  be 
admitted  into  that  Academy ;  if  I  had  any  in- 
fluence with  those  in  power — I  know  I  have 
none — ^if  my  friends  had  any,  it  should  be  ex- 
erted and  called  into  operation,  if  neoessary,  to 
procure  for  tliat  son  an  admittance;  this  I 
would  do  without  property.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  the  wealth  of  my  friend  from  New 
YorL  (Ur.  Yah  BunsiuxB,)  (and  I  may  be 
pennittiad  to  odi  faim  tn.  whose  i^ilanthn^ 
spirit  makes  him  the  Msnd  of  mankind,)  the 
most  wealthy  man  in  this  House,  if  not  in  this 
nation,  I  would  not,  like  that  gendeman,  send 
my  son  to  a  ^vate  aohooli  where  the  same 
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sciences  are  taiwht ;  bnt,  if  inflnenoe  were  ne- 
ooawry,  I  would  resort  to  it  to  procure  for 
bim  a  place  at  t^iis  sohooL  what  greater  ben- 
efit ooold  yon  confer  upon  the  son  of  the  rich, 
as  v^l  as  poor,  than  hj  teaching  both  that,  in 
this  oonntr;',  tne  road  to  preferment  is  open 
to  both,  and  the  highest  honors  are  with- 
in the  readi  of  all — that  poverty  is  no  em- 
barrassment, and  wealth  fiirniahes  no  focflities  f 
"What  better  practical  lesstms,  what  more  nse- 
Ail,  or  which  are  better  tests  of  the  ezeellMiee 
of  onr  taaa  of  Qoremmait,  and  the  blesrings 
whicdi  our  free  inRtitnttona  confer,  than  those 
which  are  taught  at  tUflindtntiont  Whathet- 
ter  plan  to  fire  the  ambition  of  the  poor,  and 
emte  the  emulation  of  tiie  rich,  than  the  sys- 
tem  in  f<m»  at  this  school,  where  lite  Senator's 
■on  and  the  widow's  son  are  placed  npon  an 
equality,  and  both  are  told  th^  in  this  ooan- 
tzy,  that,  at  that  school,  the  ^  mind  is  the  meas- 
ure of  the  man  t "  So  long  as  that  osefiil  and 
dtstingoished  officer,  now  the  Snperintendent 
of  this  institadon — an  officer  whose  talents  and 
acquirements  are  sneh  as  to  qnalify  him  to  dis- 
ohai^  die  dntiee  of  any  post  or  office  in  this 
GoTemment,  or  reoomized  by  our  laws,  and 
who  has  peenliar  qndifioatifms  for  the  office, 
the  dotke  <rf  wUon  he  now  diaeharses  in  a 
maimer  as  creditable  to  himself  as  salas&ctory 
to  the  nation — shall  iwvride  over  this  insdtn- 
tioD,  BO  long  will  the  great  advantages  which 
tiie  nation  lias  derived  from  it  be  dispensed, 
and  so  long  will  the  nation  oontiniie  to  realize 
them.  In  Jnstioe,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  head  of 
the  War  Department,  and  that  responsibility 
may  rest  whtfe  it  belongs,  I  hope  to  be  in* 
dnioed  with  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  appointments  are  made.  There  is  allot- 
ted to  each  State  as  many  Cadets  as  there  are 
Bepreaentatives  and  Senators;  and,  in  those 
States  which  elect  by  districts,  one  to  each 
Oongreanonal  cUstrioL  In  making  the  selec- 
tion, it  Is  Teasonable  to  snppose  that  reoom* 
mendations  of  members  haveL  with  the  Secre- 
tary o{  War,  great  weight  Then,  sir,  snppose 
that  those  abases,  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Hr.  MrtOBUX,)  have  existed 
—let  it  not  be  understood  that  I  make  any  ad- 
missions— who  is,  or  onght  to  be,  responrible  for 
these  abases  f  And  on  whom  shonld  the  cen- 
sare  fall  t  Not  npon  t^e  Preddent  or  his  Sec- 
retary, bat  np<m  the  members.  In  jastioe  to 
tlie  nsefol,  as  well  as  distinguished  officer  now 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  I  will 
ftirther  state,  what  I  know  to  be  trm,  when 
•rery  thing  else  is  aiioal,  it  baa  been  his  oni- 
foim  praenDa  to  (^ve  llie  prafermoe,  In  the  se- 
leotiffli  to  be  made,  to  the  am  d  him  who  is 
poor.  Having  met  some  of  the  oMeotions  to 
this  inatitudon,  and,  in  fact,  all  that  I  have  dis- 
tinctly heard,  and  shown  that  it  is  not  such  an 
Institution  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be; 
that  neither  this  Govemment  nw  Administrft- 
tion  onght  to  l>e  censored  for  its  fostering  care 
towards  it;  that  the  present  Administratioa  has 
punned  the  aame  oonne  towarda  it  that  oihm 
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have  done ;  that  the  expenditures  are  the  aana 
— for  I  did  understand  the  gentleman  fm 
North  Oaroltna,  (Kr.  Casbox,)  to  withdraw  the 
Direction  he  made  on  accoimt  of  the  fiffceea 
thousand  dollars  paid  the  stipertimiiermTy  fie*, 
tenants,  or  to  admit  tiiat,  under  former  Admio- 
tstrations,  similar  appropriadons  were  nude,  md 
the  same  amount  padd — ^it  becomee  neoesearris 
inquire  what  was  the  object  of  the  Govemmetf 
of  the  United  States  in  the  establishmem  cf 
this  institntion  ?   What  are  the  benefits  whidt 
are  derived  from  iti   And  whether  the  olijcdi 
contemplated,  have  been,  or  will  be,  atttimdl 
It  has  been  stated,  and  tmiT  Bttted,  by  those  wke 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  tfaait  thb  iosti- 
tndou  was  projected  by  Washington,  and  fonnd* 
ed  by  Jefferson.   I  woold  add,  that  it  began  Is 
fiouiish  under  the  anspioes  of  John  C.  CaUKna, 
to  whom  it  seems  to  have  been  as  dear  as  the 
apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to  it,  sad, 
on  all  occanoQs,  evinced  his  devotion.  Th> 
moment  we  declare  by  any  act  or  vote  of  cmt, 
that  this  institaticoi  is  a  useless  one ;  tbrt  it  is 
liable  to  those  imputations  which  have  bees 
cast  apon  it,  that  moment,  sir,  yonr  Vice  Pro- 
ident,  if  not  shorn  of  all  his  beams,  is  depiired 
of  half  bis  gl«^>  Look  into  oomspoad- 
ence  betweoi  Washlngtoi  and  the  Oontine^ 
Congress,  and  yon  will  find  him  oontinoaSy 
urging  upon  that  body,  presring  upon  tbem, 
the  necessity  whioh  exiAed  for  the  vmfiss* 
ment  of  skiUhl  engineers.   They  ww»  not  ts 
be  found  in  the  country,  for  there  were  no  ndl- 
itary  schools;  recourse  was  had,  and  oeees- 
sarily,  to  foreign  countries,  as  has  nnoe  been 
had,  for  that  military  skill  which  wm  not  to 
be  fonnd  at  home;  and  military  science  wss 
then,  as  it  has  since  been,  imported,  but  not 
then,  nor  anee,  so  as  to  answer  all  the  reqma- 
tions  of  the  Government;  and,  knowing  the 
neoeerity  for  such  schoob,  its  estabUsUDeot 
was  among  the  first  reoomrnoidations  of  tba 
first  Preaident  d  these  United  States.* 


*  THblBgtOK  to  floutuOy  BUmd  m  Am  ftOw  nl 
flmndn  of  Uie  pntnt  IfiUtur  Acaimj.  IT*  addMllM 
oonld  be  saore  UtMloiia.  H«  Ber«r  coaaNlM  Mdk  ■&  ti- 
atitatloB,Boraur  tUngltkett  The  XetOtmj  (jibUi^jn 
ftplMe  of  tutradioa  In  th*  two  Ugbn  bnsdkM  «r  tht^ 
ttM7  •it-wtUteTysDd  «aglBMriii«-Md  DotMoc  Mm: 
«iM  of  bto  dqr  «H  ft  ysnflf  wiMhiv  bUmM  1*  •  MSif^ 
MdatrvliVvttlilttBtlwMdMd  la  th«  «Mp, -wtt  A» 
m  dotUift  ud  mm  of  ■  MigMtr  (Ast  aC11M4  mdU 
tka  Intemlt  «r  MBtlvc  MTTlea,  If  b«  bid  •bvn  n  tadMha 
far  the  proftwloa  ■ftw*  trial  of  Iti  dntl«*,M>d  a  mitftrlW 
lUbl^rbnuichMtthaii  ke ra  MDt,  "In  tke  4fMnMn  «( 
tlio  Pmldeiit,''  to  West  PotBt,  to  take  laMnMOon  ute  » 
glD««T  and  artlllerr  oflLaeia  la  thoae  two  U^cr  bimfcai 
and  BotblD(  cUo.  Ail  tbe  drtlU  both  of  oOom  ami  pciTtte— 
aU  Um  ttrinlnff  la  tU  liibBtty,  the  emlijr.  aad  tba  lila-a 
tbaeampda^-^watatlieBMttobatMi^la  Ihefldlal 
tbaeaBv-abrttwartoolteaMh  taaeMm  tkaa  aayaaad* 
•my,  and  widar  oOeen  who  ««M  to  lead  than  l»toadf«a— 
better  teadtoa  than  any  achool-reofn  piafttwi.  lad  4 
wttboiit  aayaddltloBd  expnwe  to  tbe  VaHad  Blali^fta 
taaAerabetog  •moen  udar  par  aet  othanrin  aqdqal 
Md  tba  eadats  bslag  part  «r  Oa  ■dWav  imit  taB9w4r 
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Let  OS,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  »  momeoL  turn  to 
the  oontiiigent  ftind,  or  money  annnally  appro- 
priated  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  tbia 
GoTemment:  for  this  b  the  fond  which  is 
liable,  if  I  understood  the  genUemao  from  Penn^ 
sylvania,  to  sooh  gross  alrases,  and  from  which, 
aa  one  would  suppose  from  tbe  tenor  of  his 
ft^menti,  a  good  share  td  the  patronage  of 
tbe  AdmliUstnt^  is  derived.  How  stands 
the  oaset  By  the  omstitnticni,  no  money 
•hall  be  drawn  ftom  tbe  I)reBBni7.  but  in  ooo- 
aaqnenoeof  appro^iations  made  by  law:  and 
ft  regular  statement  and  aoooant  of  the  receipts 
and  expeoditorea  of  all  public  money  shall  be 
pnbliahed  from  time  to  time."  No  moneys 
can  be  drawn  without  approiH^ationa.  And 
who  makes  the  appropriations  t  Not  tbe  Presi- 
dent and  his  Secretaries,  but  Oongreea.  A 
reference  to  the  Treasury  estimate  for  the 
earrent  year  will  perhaps  best  explun  the 
nature  o(  the  contingent  expenses,  and  the 
ftind  provided  for  drying  of  them.  Tbe 
whole  amount  asked  for,  is  |6,90O,S8O  44— 
and  of  this  sum,  the  fisDowing  sums  to  defray 
tin  oontingent  expeaues  of  the  Department  of 
State: 

For  Books,  .  ■  .  ■  $2,000 
Binding  Books,  600 
SttUonery  and  Parchment,  -  -  l,fiOO 
Keditemneui  Ptasports,  -         -  1,600 

Blank  Personal  Paasports,  ClrcaUts,  Ac.  1,000 
Fuel  and  Candles,  -  •900 
Newspapen  for  the  Office  and  Agents 

abroad,  .  -  .  .  ffOO 
Translations  <tf  foreign  Languagea,  ■  860 
Forage  for  Uesengen'a  Horses,  •  200 
Xxpenaes  in  dbtriboting  Congtesslonil 

DoGumeots,  ...  -  800 
Wages  of  a  laborer,  -  800 

IfisceUanies,  -  1,000 
Extra  Copybg  of  Papers,  •  -  1,000 
Printing  in  Newspapers,  and  in  PamfAilet 

Form,  the  Laws  of  the  first  Sesrion  of 

20th  Congress,  -  •  -  18,500 
Distribution  of  the  Aets  of  Congress 

tbrooi^nt  the  State*  and  Territwies,  8,000 

$27,650 

Now,  of  the  whole  of  this  snm,  amonnting  to 
twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
doUara,  not  one  cent  of  it  is  at  the  command  of 
the  F»B)dent,  nor  can  one  oeut  of  it  be  paid  or 
expended  in  a  way  to  eso^w  our  examination, 
and  not  to  be  apm  to  onr  inapeotion.  Let  the 
«omndttee  asoertdn.  if  the  stancUng  eommittee 
flu  eaqMuditnTes  in  the  D^Mutment  oi  State  has 
not  already  done  to  thor  satisfaction,  whether 
tills  sum,  tbe  nsDal  apprt^triation,  has  not  been 
applied  to  the  osaal  and  ordinary  pnrpoaes,  and 
•ettlements  made  In  the  ooramon  and  ordi- 


dMMM  Sw  InrtTMOoo,  bat  nerivii«  aothina  la  addWon 
l*aMrgMnl'apar,tatlo^«idflliilUBfr  Ttm  pmmt  mU- 
Rht  MadMj  btfu  to  takA  tti  tern  la  Um  ]w  in9,  vadn 
A*  aat  of  that  ymt,  Bftw  VMUngtoa  hwl  baen  •  dom 
jmnimd;  aod  ho  ban  boUt  np  bjr  MBttraedoM  and  ref 
tfattoM  ladar  that  ae^  «MHial^  ahaaflsg  It  frMB  what  It 
vasMMdsdtobfc 
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nary  form — whether  vouohers  have  not  been 
taken  for  all  tlie  money  paid,  and  whether  so- 
oreoy  veils  auy  part  of  this  Mpenditure.  An 
examination  of  uie  acts  of  Congress  will  show, 
that  tills  is  the  nsnal  amoont  af^ropriated  for 
that  Department,  and  the  other  Departments  and 
ofilcera  have,  to  defray  ^Uar  ezpauee,  annual 
antropriationa.  I  bare  refeirea  to  tlie  Stata 
Department,  because  it  was  the  first  mentioned 
in  tbe  Treasuy  estimate.  In  addition  to  thesa 
appropriations  for  the  Departmoitsand  offioes^ 
a  sum  of  money  has  heretofore  been  asked  for, 
and  appropriated— eometimes  fifty  thoosand  dol- 
lars, but  seldom  less  than  half  that  sum,  to  de> 
fray  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inters 
oonrse;  but  this  extravagant  Administration 
require  for  the  year  1828,  no  appropriatioa 
whatever  to  defray  this  expense. 

Mr.  Bill  said :  When  the  original  resolutiotte 
were  introdnced  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, I  saw  in  their  ill-digested  form  (and  when 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  could 
have  ^ven  them  a  better  ahi^)  the  snbstanoa 
of  a  proportion  fbr  a  general  retruohment  in 
theexpenditaresttftiieGoveniment.  Toaw|iD* 
timed  propodtion  of  that  nature,  I  be^  leave  ta 
say,  I  woold  never  be  opposed.  Inquiries  Into 
supposed  excesses  in  the  regular  and  ordinary 
i^jpropriations  for  tbe  sappwt  of  Grovemment, 
or  into  the  abases  supposed  to  attend  their  dis- 
barseroent  by  its  offioers,  will  always  be  prodao* 
tive  of  some  good  in  Government,  constituted  on 
whatever  priuoiples  it  may,  although  no  immedi- 
ate  lefpslntive  enactment  of  a  remedial  nature  may 
be  the  result  of  them.  Tbe  very  dlsonsstona 
which  attend  proportions  fye  aach  iaquiries, 
serve  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  watch- 
fulness  in  the  people  in  re^rd  to  that,  wbieb, 
property  managetL  oonstitntesthdrstfaDgth,  and 
wbloh,  under  evil  anspioee,  mav  be  converted 
into  the  materiid  of  thdr  wesiknesa.  For,  in 
tiie  estimate  of  a  nation^  strength,  this  paradox 
intrudes  itself— that  which  forms  Uie  diief  rinev 
of  its  power,  may,  at  the  same  time,  become 
the  source  of  its  greatest  debility.  National 
wealth  0^  I  may  be  permitted  a  oommon-place 
argument)  can  nowhere  be  as  safely  and  prop- 
erly exhibited  as  in  tbe  bands  of  the  people 
who  created  it ;  and  there  it  should  remain,  ex- 
cept such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  protection  and  free  enjoyment 
of  the  balance.  When,  thereforo,  a  nation 
shall  have  arrived  at  that  pdnt  in  its  wganisa* 
tion,  when  it  deUberates  upon  the  expedioiqr 
of  wollshing  eertain  institutions  as  osdesa  or 
improper,  and  itf  curtailing  oertidtt  expenditurea 
as  extravagant,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
tbe  anniud  ntodieum  of  the  people'a  wealth, 
whioh  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  drawn  frMa 
tbnr  pockets,  is  slready  large  enongti,  and  that 
no  new  institutions  will  be  created,  and  no  ad- 
dititmal  exactions  enforced.  Bat  I  go  fortber. 
I  would  have  supported  a  well-timed  propoT* 
tion  of  this  nature,  for  a  better  reason.  I  have 
entertained  tiie  <^iiuon,  as  I  do  now,  that  tha 
axpenditnieainaoma  bnmwa^tha  ^Uie  aer> 
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Tio«  would  bear  retrenchmeot  withoat  injury 
to  the  interests  of  tbe  country,  and  to  the  very 
great  relief  of  the  people.  I  hare  tbonght  that 
Uie  career  of  this  GovemmeDt,  daring  a  late 
Adminisbntion,  vaa  marked  with  a  wascefbl  ap- 
propriation of  the  pablio  revenne,  and  that  the 
preaent  AdmiDistratioii  has  entitled  itaelf  to 
atiU  higher  diatinotion  in  the  same  prodigal 
ooone.  I  believe,  too,  that  the  present  AdniTn- 
fstration  contemplated,  atone  time,  still  greater 
«ninence  in  this  way,  than  they  have  since 
thooght  it  prudent  to  attun.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that,  for  a  part  of  this  extravagance,  the  Execu- 
tive officers  of  the  GoTOmment  are  alone  re- 
aponable,  and  that  Oongress  ma^  well  come  in 
for  the  balance  of  the  responsibility.  How  this 
responsibility  should  be  divided  between  those 
two  departments  of  the  GK^vernment,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  determine;  nor  will  I  at  this  time, 
be  drawn  into  a  speoiflcation  of  instanoes  of  the 
extravRgance  in  the  Execntive  offioera  of  the 
CkiTenunent;  ndther  will  I  be  foroed,  upon 
tiaa  occasion,  into  an  argument  of  the  specinca- 
ti<»u  that  others  have  Utought  proper  to  make 
iui^e  course  of  this  debate.  In  speaking  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  Government,  I  beg  leave  to 
atate,  t£at  my  opinion,  if  it  may  be  regarded 
as  of  any  consequence,  has  been  formed  upon 
facta  whioh  I  have  never  heard  disputed ;  and 
what  I  may  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  say 
of  the  ooodact  of  the  present  Administration, 
will  be  found  to  be  based  upon  ascertained  focts, 
about  whioh  I  expect  to  speak  freely,  without 
the  imputation  of  joining  in  a  hue  and  cry 
merely  for  party  purposes.  I  deroise  a  senseless 
damor  aa  much  as  any  man,  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  this  is  one. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  seeing  t^at 
It  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because,  with  my 
qiprobation,  (and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  give 
me  (»«dit  tor  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  decla- 
ration,) no  inflammable  matter  of  that  kind 
wonld  be  thrown  into  this  House,  to  retard  and 
obstniot  the  ordinary  business  of  (Congress,  or 
to  interrupt  the  decorum  of  debate  during  the 
present  session.  I  desired^  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
eveiT  other  member  of  this  House  did,  from 
the  frequent  profesdona  I  heard  upon  all  sides, 
that  we  should  despatch  the  more  important 
business  confided  to  our  care,  and  return  to  our 
homes.  I  d^recated  the  consequences  of 
Iffinging  the  Presidmtial  canvass  into  this 
House,  and  maUng  this  floor  an  electioneering 
Oampua.  We  have  already  had  a  specimen,  in 
the  two  last  days^  debate,  of  the  consequence 
of  introducing  such  matter  into  this  Bouse. 
We  have  alrwdy  had  a  match  exhibition  of 
reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already 
reached  the  very  veige  of  order  and  decorum. 
Perhaps,  sir,  we  have  advanced  one  step  beyond 
their  boundariM.*  To  what  end  will  a  farther 
indulgence  of  this  course  lead  in  the  discussion 
of  this  or  any  other  measure  of  a  like  inflam- 

*Qf  oonna^  nd  Moordlog  to  Its  ^ui,  ill  theM  penoial* 
MtM  aadlndMoaraint  hav*  ban  omlttod  la  this  ■bridcnMat 


mable  character?  As  tiie  pasraons  of  tbe 
opposite  parties  kindle  by  colli8ion~--as  tbey 
will — we  may  expect  to  hear  from  one  ude  <i 
the  House,  a  glowing  description  of  tbe  dansen 
of  militai7  despotism,  while,  from  the  omer, 
we  will  present  the  picture  of  a  great  nstion 
unking  by  corroption.  When,  from  the  other 
side,  ahall  be  held  m  to  publio  view,  the 
to  be  apprehended  mnn  uie  elevataim  of  s  1GB* 
tary  Chieftain ;  on  this  side,  you  shall  hear  of 
the  ills  that  wiU  ensue  from  establishing  a 
succession^y  adhering  to  the  Une  of  safe  pre- 
cedents. When  we  shall  have  carried  this  war 
of  crimination  and  recrimination  to  the  hudiest 
pitch  to  which  party  feeling  can  ascend,  t&  we 
shall  be  able  to  accomplish  will  be,  perhaps,  to 
degrade  tbe  character  of  the  Congress  the 
United  Statee,  oonsome  ourselvee  in  the  heat 
of  controversy,  and  vomit  forth,  throu^  the 
channel  of  the  nevrapapers,  up<»i  the  people  ot 
this  Union,  the  poiam  of  onr  own  gaU,  to  eon 
bitter  and  stir  them  iq>  to  a  like  usdeas  rage: 

If  X  do  not  ndstake  the  allndcHi,  or  oreante 
the  apprebenstona  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky,  (Mr.  Bdoknbb,)  I  will  say  to  him,  that 
I  know  he  will  not  forsake  his  country  the 
approach  either  of  a  domestic  or  foreign  foe^  On 
the  contrary,  if  I  am  not  greatiy  m^itaken  in 
him,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  presence  of 
a  tyrant,  even  in  hia  stronghold ;  and  whea 
'*the  accepted  time"  allndw  to,  shall  have 
arrived,  I  predict  that  that  gentl^an  returning 
to  his  post  here,  with  the  manly  purpose  oi^ 
guarding  his  country's  rights,  will  then  become 
convinced  how  greatiy  he  had  misconceived  the 
true  character  of  the  Individual  so  inftea  aUnded 
to.  I  am  persuaded  he  wiU  find  that  great  man, 
though,  perhaps,  not  perfect — as  no  man  la — yet 
so  nobly  redeeming  any  sUght  faults  be  may 
have,  by  his  generous  devotion  to  the  interest  of 
his  country,  by  his  tact  in  civil  government  ai 
well  as  in  military  command,  that  even  tiie  most 
unrelenting  of  his  opponents  will  fed  anne 
regret  that  they  ever  ielt  it  their  duty  to 
encourage  appreheo^ons  which  turned  out  to 
be  so  destitute  of  any  foundation. 

The  Tariff  has  found  its  way  into  this  dis- 
cussion. Upon  a  subject  of  so  much  difficulty 
and  importanoe,  I  would  at  no  time  feel  mys^ 
competwt  to  manage  the  argument,  either  for 
or  against  it.  I  am,  therefore,  at  ttda  time 
wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  a^y  examination 
of  the  questions  connected  witih  it ;  but  I  do 
trust  in  Ood,  that  no  gentleman  on  thia  flooi^ 
I  must  be  permitted  to  express  a  further  hope 
— that  no  mend  of  his  country,  will  be  fi»und 
here,  or  anywhere  else,  who  will  sedc,  for  ai^ 
purpose,  to  connect  a  subject  of  such  intrinme 
interest,  with  a  contest,  involving,  in  my  opin- 
ion, separate  and  distinct  principles  and  objects. 

Hr.  6[>eaker,  although  oppc^  to  the  restdu- 
tion  originally  for  reasons  I  have  attempted  to 
make  intelligible  to  the  House,  yet  I  ^ar  we 
have  advanced  too  far  now  to  recede.  Expecta- 
tions are  created,  that  something  wiU  be  done, 
witiiont  fiuther  deb^,  in  the  voA  of  retrenolt' 
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toent  At  all  oventi,  an  Inquiry,  a  rigid 
inqniry,  moat  be  prosecuted — and  I  hope  for  Uie 
beat  resnlts.  I  am  free  to  dedare,  for  myself^ 
although  I  would  lop  off,  without  oompunotion 
or  regret,  every  instituUon  and  office,  which 
may  be  opposed  iu  its  tendency  to  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  or  which  may  create  nnneoee- 
aanr  burdens  upon  their  honest  gains,  yet  would 
I  forbear  to  touch  either  one  or  the  other, 
which  may,  upon  inquiry,  appear  to  be  essential 
either  to  thviberty  or  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
oountry.  ^d  since  it  has  become  necessary 
that  this  inquiry  must  be  gone  into,  I  rejoice 
that  so  lar^  a  minority  are  of  opinion  that  this 
is  the  anqtunonaperioa. and thatao maohof  the 
talent  of  the  House  has  beenae  pledged  to 
assist  in  it  I  look  upon  the  vote  taken  vpoa  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  npon  the  table, 
as  a  pledge,  not  only  of  tiie  perseverance  with 
whicu  the  work  of  retrenchment  will  be  prose- 
cuted, but  of  the  success  which  will  attend  it. 
And  I  trust  that  we  shall  all,  exercising  a  spirit 
of  mutual  forbearance  upon  those  points,  upon 
which  tlie  interests  and  feelings  of  parties  may 
be  connected,  zealously  oo-operate  in  effecting 
something  for  the  good  of  our  common  country, 
for  my  own  part,  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will 
aid  in  the  enterprise,  by  working  as  a  common 
bborer  in  the  trenches,  if  it  be  necessary. 


Wbdnesdat,  January  80. 
JBstreitehmmt. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolution  of  Hr.  (jRiLiXHf  on  the  subject  of 
retreDofament,  and  the  quesUon  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Buzb,  (virtnidly  a  snbeti- 
tnte  for  the  other) — 

Hr.  DoBSBT  sud :  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
predicated  on  law,  confidence  must  be  reposed 
somewhere.  Our  constitution  reposes  it  in  the 
Executive  Department.  From  its  analogy  to 
monarchy,  it  is  always  an  ol^eot  of  distrust  and 
Jealon^.  It  is  preaumed  to  affeot  the  splendor 
of  royalty,  to  stretch  its  prerogatiTe ;  to  extend 
its  iwtronage,  to  sustain  Its  power ;  to  lavish 
Uie  resoorces  of  the  nation,  to  reward  its  parti- 
sans. This  jealousy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion to  our  republican  simplicity,  to  a  restricted 
executive  prerogative,  to  the  purity  of  our 
institutions,  and  hatred  for  a  profuse  expendi- 
ture of  that  money  drawn  from  oar  l^or,  has 
been  constantly  invoked  in  every  strugj^e  for 
political  power  tiutt  has  distracted  the  American 
people. 

The  first  administration  of  the  illustrious 
Washington  had  not  passed,  before  it  was 
charged  on  his  Administration  that  its  policy 
was  devoted  to  an  aasimilatioa  of  the  praotice 
of  our  Oovemment  to  the  most  oormpting 
parts  of  the  Bridsh  Government;  that  the  war 
debts  of  the  Revolution  were  funded,  and  the 
public  debt  created,  to  bring  strength  to  the 
UBurpatiODS  plotted  by  the  Federal  Government 
on  State  rights ;  that  the  army,  raised  to  check 
tbe  savage  iucursioiu  on  the  firontier  settlemoitL 
TouDL— 45 
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was  adopted  in  confbrmity  with  the  policy  of 
creating  a  standing  army;  that,  having  a 
funded  debt,  and  army,  the  piratical  depreda* 
tions  of  the  Algerine  corsairs  were  gtWdily 
seized  on,  as  an  apology  for  creating  a  navy ; 
that  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introduced  to 
add  to  the  support  of  the  Government  a  swarm 
of  officers;  and  that  thus  a  public  debt,  an 
army,  a  navy,  the  excise,  the  four  promhient  fea^ 
tures  and  engines  of  the  patronage,  oorruptioUf 
and  expense,  of  the  British  Government,  were 
grafted  ou  the  American  policy.  The  mo- 
narchical tendencies  of  these  national  measures, 
were  not  the  only  accusations  made  against  this 
illustrious  man.  He  was  charged  with  affectins 
the  wlendw  and  folly  of  royiu  audiences ;  and 
tiie  levees  which  were  hdd  at  his  house,  to 
gratify  the  anxiow  and  laudable  enriodty  at 
his  countrymen,  to  see  the  great  benefactor  ot 
the  American  people,  were  traced  to  a  disposi- 
tion, on  his  part,  to  imitate  royal  levees.  He^ 
too,  was  charged  with  an  encroachment  on  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  assuming  that  it 
came  within  his  oon^itutional  competency  to 
give  instmotions  to  his  AGmsters  abroad;  to 
negotiate  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  withdtit 
first  snbnuttiog  his  instmotions  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Senate :  he,  too,  was  charged  with 
drawing  the  publio  money  for  his  own  private 
purposes ;  and  it  was  pabUshed,  tiiat  the  day 
on  which  he  should  retire  "  oa^t  to  be  o(m- 
rfdered  as  a  national  Jubilee ;  for  Arom  that  day, 
would  the  name  of  Wsshington  cease  to 
legalize  corruption. "  And  such,  sir,  was  the 
acrimony  of  party  spirit  in  his  day,  that  there 
are  now  distuiguished  political  ohu-aoters,  hi^ 
in  the  confidence  of  this  people,  who  have 
recorded  upon  the  Journals  of  tnls  House,  that 
their  confidence  in  him  was  diminished. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which 
Hr.  Jefferson  acquired  by  the  repeal  of  the  war 
tax  of  the  preceding  AdministraticH),  and  the 
prostrate  condition  <x  his  p<ditioaI  rivah^  there 
soon  sprung  up  moi  who  had  ocmtributed  to 
elevate  him  to  power,  who  denonnoed  bis 
Administration.  He  was  charged  with  an 
undi^fied,  unpatriotic  attachment  to  France ; 
with  a  hatred  ag^nst  England,  that  could  only 
be  satiated  by  her  prostration  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Eagles ;  with  shaping  his  whole  course 
of  foreign  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gratification 
of  these  feelings  of  attachment  and  hatred. 
(We  all  recollect  the  celebrated  saying  imputed 
to  a  Minister  of  his  cabinet  when  it  sought  to 
purchase  from  Spun  the  floridas,  *'^^ce 
wants  money.**)  With  a  wasteful  prodigality 
of  the  puUio  money:  for,  ur,  a  gentieman,* 
tbm  of  distingnishea  inflnwce,  the  Utterest 
political  enemy  of  the  first  Adams,  as  he  now  is 
of  the  second,  the  most  zealous  of  tiiose  who 
toiled  for  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  re- 
marked, on  the  floor  of  this  House :  **  Agtunst 
the  Admlnistratirai  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in  oommoa 
with  many  others,  did  and  do  yet  enterbUn  a 
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eentimdnt  of  hostility,  and  have  repeatedly 
cried  ont  against  it  for  extravagance,  aod  for 
profosion,  and  for  waste,  and  wanton  waste,  of 
the  pnblio  nBoimea.  I  find,  however,  np<m 
MDoderalicHi,  whether  from  tiie  nature  of  man, 
or  from  the  nature  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
oanee,  that  that  Administration,  grossly  extrava- 

r at  as  I  then,  and  still  believe  it  to  have  been, 
tried  by  the  criterion  of  the  sncceeding  one, 
was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment  and  economy." 

These  historical  facts  are  broaght  into  view 
to  the  end  that  the  pnblio  may  appreciate  tbe 
motives  which  give  cnrrency  to  tnese  clamors 
against  those  who  administer  the  Government, 
and  to  show  that,  at  all  times,  and  by  all  parties, 
the  same  charges  which  are  now  made  agiunst 
Uie  Government,  have  been  made  and  are  instm- 
ments  naed  for  party  triumph: — corruption, 
prodigality,  and  a  fondDesa  of  splendor,  are  the 
practised  weapons  of  the  Oppomtion ;  they  may 
mflaenoe  sentiment  for  a  time,  but  a  spirit  of 
free  inqniry  and  correct  information  will  banish 
these  delusions,  demonstrating  the  innocence  of 
the  accused,  and  the  daring  and  selfish  motives 
which  produce  the  imputanons.  Becolleotthat 
these  Presidents  were  the  founders  of  the  Re- 
public, that  they  had  an  active  agency  in  the 
establishment  of  your  constitution,  that  they 
lived  and  toiled  for  the  Republic  at  home  in 
the  gaze  of  the  American  people ;  and  above  all, 
that  they  came  into  power  by  the  majority  of 
the  votes  oi  the  American  people ;  but  even 
thus  Bostalned,  and  thus  elected,  they  esc^»ed 
not  the  foil  B[nrit  ot  detraction.  The  present 
Ohi«f  Ua^strate  came  not  into  power  sustuned 
hr  such  powerful  appeals  to  tiie  confidence  and 
•ffootions  of  the  American  people.  His  life 
had  been  spent  principally  in  the  service  of  his 
country  abroad,  in  watchmgito  interests  and  its 
rights  in  foreign  courts.  When  at  home  he 
presided  over  a  Department,  of  none  or  very 
limited  patiwnage,  and  which  addresses  itself 
only  to  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.  He  had  three  competitors,  of  dis- 
tingnished  reput^on,  and  alike  endeared  to 
the  country.  A  gentleman  of  splendid  tal- 
ents, *  the  bold  uid  nndisgnised  advocate  of 
those  constitutional  doctrines  which  enlaige 
the  sphere  of  Federal  action,  retired  from  the 
straggle  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected 
movements  of  a  State,  upon  whose  powerful 
support  his  calonlationB  on  success  were  predi- 
cted. No  election  was  made  in  the  pnmary 
colleges — and  this  House,  exercising  its  constitu- 
tions contingent  power,  called  the  present 
incumbent  to  the  IVesidency.  In  formmg  his 
cabinet,  be  called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  State,  that  distinguished  citizen  who 
now  presides  over  that  JDepartment,  and  it  is 
understood  that  he  offered  to  another  competi* 
tor,  the  office  of  Secretary  at  the  Treasury. 

From  this  moment,  a  sidrit  of  (^ipadtioa, 
detraction,  and  nfisreinreaentatiMi  appeared.  It 
was  charged  that  the  election  was  effected  by 
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"bargain,  management,  and  intrigne;**  aad 
the  nation  has  been  oonmleed  by  a  more  angry 
state  of  political  hatred  than  it  ever  e^erieoeed 
before.  History  iofoims  n&  that,  of  all  Hm 
parties  or  factions  which  divide  a  nation,  tboss 
are  the  most  angry,  which  are  fonnded  <m 
personal  considerations.  The  parties  heretofore 
existing  in  this  conntry  had  their  origin  in  a 
difi'erence  of  opinion  among  the  people,  as  to 
our  forei^  and  domestic  policy.  In  snstainiug 
or  resisting  that  policy,  the  rival  politidaas 
addressed  themselves  to  the  reason  aiid  tmder* 
standing  of  the  nation.  An  nnprecedented 
unanimity  existed  among  us  all,  as  to  the  great 
and  fnndjumental  policy  which  the  prosrcritj 
of  this  country  required  to  be  pnrsaed  py  its 
rulers.  The  present  parties  of  this  conntry  sre 
therefbre  formed  nptm  preference  of  cos 
individoal  to  another.  In  aU  onr  attonpl^ 
therefore,  to  proselyte,  a  review  cf  their  mt- 
acter  and  of  their  talents  is  taken.  In  tins 
review  much  is  said — ^much  will  be  said— of  aa 
irritating  and  offensive  character.  These  ars 
the  causes  of  our  disunion. 

The  structure  of  onr  institntions  is  attadced, 
and  the  Military  Academy  is  sought  to  be 
rendered  an  object  of  public  jealousy,  and  the 
seeds  of  disunion,  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  between  the  plebeians  and  the  patrician^ 
is  scattered,  with  more  than  Tribnnitian  in- 
dustry. The  West  Point  Academy,  founded 
by  Jefferson,  is  now  described  by  bis  friends 
as  an  institation  in  its  very  pnDciples  aris- 
tocratic. The  gentieman  from  Tennessee  si^s 
that  none  bat  the  children  of  the  wealUiy  an 
educated  there.  It  is  not  so ;  in  its  princii^ea^ 
it  contains  no  exclusion  graduated  on  nnk. 
That  there  may  be  children  of  the  wealtiiy 
edncated  there  is  true :  and  shall  it  not  be  sol 
Who  contributes  to  it?  Do  not  the  wultiiyf 
And  shall  tbey  be  excluded  who  do  not  ctmtrib- 
ute  to  it!  But  the  children  of  the  wetUthy 
are  not  sent  there  from  considerations  of  econ- 
omy, but  to  prepare  their  children,  by  a  pre- 
vious course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  armies 
of  their  country :  and  it  most  be  so^  or  tiw 
children  of  the  wealthr  will  he  exdn^d  hum 
the  Army  Register.  This  tiieory  is  confirmed 
by  one  single  illustration.  An  honorable  men- 
ber  of  this  House,  who  has  expended  tbov- 
sands  in  giving  to  the  poor  the  blessit^af 
intellectual  light,  has  now  at  tiiat  school  a  yonl^ 
who  prefers  to  serve  his  country  in  her  army. 
The  gentieman  baa  enumerated  many  instances, 
from  his  own  State,  in  which  the  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  have  had  children  educated 
there.  If  this  be  an  abase  of  the  power  imd 
infiuence  of  the  members,  they  are  responsible 
to  their  constitUMits.  The  War  Department 
most  act  vepoD  recommendatims.  The  ctmsli- 
tntional  implication  that  the  mcmbars  of  Ocmi- 
gress  are  deserving  of  Mmfidmee,  must  inflneDce 
that  Department,  and  the  nn  of  the  abuse  of 
the  discretionary  choice  mnst  rest  on  their 
head.  I  can  o^y  say,  that  so  £ar  as  my  ex- 
porienoe  goe^  the  sdeotions  in  the  State  from 
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wheace  I  come,  basi,  in  everj  instance  fallen 
upon  those  without  parents  and  without  prop- 
erty—except the  son  of  a  gallaQt  General, 
whose  blood  moistened  the  field  of  Entaw,  and 
whose  anxious  wish  is,  that  one  of  his  descend- 
ants might,  if  a  war  shoiUd  ever  again  return, 
display  the  same  patriotism  and  the  same 
daring  as  his  father.  A  principle  of  distribu- 
tive justice  regulates  the  selection  now,  and  I, 
with  others,  can  say,  that  the  claims  of  the 
friendless  and  the  poor  are  listened  to  with  a 
sympaUiizing  heart,  and  a  dispontion  to  foster 
and  proteot  those  whose  geniua,  it  is  presumed, 
fit  them  tor  military  oommana.  The  general 
ntilitjr  of  this  institation,  till  the  power  of  a 
aelecuon  was  exercised  by  a  political  rival,  was 
admitted  by  all.  If  its  abuses  have  weakened 
the  public  confidence  in  it,  this  Administration 
has  not  to  answer  for  it ;  it  commenced  in  other 
days,  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  But  why  deal 
in  this  general  aooosationt  Bring  forth  a 
direct  propoutioii  to  poll  it  down. 


Tmm8iu.T,  Jannarj  81. 
S^renekment, 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsidOT  the  resoiln- 
tioQS  of  Kr.  Ohilton  on  the  snlaect  of  retrench- 
ment, and  the  amendment  o%Ut,  Blakx. 

Mr.  LnoHBB  said:  I  have  witnessed  this 
debate  with  more  pain  and  regret  than  any  that 
lias  ever  occurred  in  this  House  nnce  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat.  One  more  nnprofit- 
able,  more  intolerant,  and  less  likely  to  efi'ect 
any  good  for  the  country,  has  never  occurred 
here  or  elsewhere.  Sir,  as  the  Representatives 
'  of  a  free  aad  enlightened  community,  disposed 
to  maintun  the  dignity  and  utility  of  debate, 
npon  correct  principles,  we  should  pause, 
seriously  pause,  before  we  determine  to  pros- 
ecute this  farther.  Where,  when,  and  how  is  it 
to  be  ended  t  What  profit  will  be  derived  from 
it?  What  Taliulde  object  attuned?  Ib  pur  time 
justly,  ccnrectly,  and  ^ly  emii^oyed,  in  refbr- 
enee  to  the  important  interests  of  the  country,  to 
be  thus  exclusively  occupied  in  this  digressive, 
angry  debate  ?  if  a  debate  it  can,  or  ought  to  be 
oaUed.  I  had  always,  nr,  until  brought  to  a 
different  conclusion  by  the  present  discussion, 
been  led  to  believe,  that  a  debate  was  only 
necessary  where  a  difference  of  opinion,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  existed,  and  that  its  mun 
object  was  to  enlighten,  to  convince,  or  to  per- 
suade. Such,  however,  sir,  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  character  or  design  of  this.  Its  object,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  its  tendency,  is  not  to  lUostrate 
any  particular  proposition,  or  to  eonvince  us 
upon  any  matter  of  diiq>nted  policy.  It  is,  if 
not  for  the  nobler,  at  any  rate  for  the  obvious 
and  gratifying  purpose,  of  abusing  and  censur- 
ing some  of  the  most  diatinguished  men  of 
the  country.  There  onght  to  be  no  discussion 
npon  the  resolutions  as  offered,  because  there 
is  no  disagreement  of  opinion  among  us  as  to 
the  direction  which  they  ought  to  take,  and 
mtist  take.  Tet,  mr,  without  any  diaagreemoit 


whatever,  as  far  as  I  know,  or  believe,  in 
reference  to  the  subject-matter  before  us,  we 
present  ourselves  before  the  nation  in  an  atti- 
tnde  truly  lamentably  singular,  to  speak  in  no 
stron^r  terms.  What  is  It !  Why,  sir,  a  sub- 
ject is  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Hbttsej  in  the  usual  mode  of  resolutions, 
inquirmg  into  the  manner  in  which  the  pecu- 
niary concerns  of  the  country  are  conducted 
by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  these  high 
trusts ;  also,  of  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of 
lessening  the  number  ot  our  officers  in  service, 
of  onrtiuling  their  salaries,  and  of  redudng  tiie 

Eqr  of  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
louse.  To  these  resolutions  every  one  almost| 
without  exceplionj  seems  to  yield  a  ready 
assent.  Indeed,  sir,  we  appear  to  struggle 
severely  with  each  other  for  the  honor  of  most 
admiring  them.  We  all  profess  to  be  willing 
yes,  annoos,  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  exceedingly 
anxious,  ^et,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we 
can't  get  into  It.  To  profess  to  be  willing  to 
make  an  inquir?,  is  one  thing — to  make  it,  is 
another.  Talking,  and  doing,  are  very  different 
matters.  If  we  are  really  and  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  npon  this  or  aoy  other  sut^ect)  we 
must  -speak  less,  and  do  more.  We  should 
engage  in  the  business  of  the  country  with  the 
determination  of  doing  it  speedily,  and  going 
home.  How,  sir,  does  it  happen,  that  we  can't 
get  the  question,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a 
close  ?  The  answer  to  this  question  wiU  not, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  It  arises  from  too  much 
zeal,  and  too  much  sensibility,  upon  the  Presi- 
dential question.  Ah  1  That's  the  whole  secret. 
The  people  understand  all  onr  movements: 
Uiey  are  cool,  deliberate,  and  intelligent,  and 
will  very  c^uiokly  comprehend  the  design  of  an 
electioneenng  speech  delivered  in  this  House, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  For  my  own  part — ^I  q>eak,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference  to  the  opinioD  of 
others — I  do  not  think  it  either  ocnnpUmentaiy 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  or  to  the  perale 
of  this  nation,  to  make  the  Representative  Hall 
the  arena  of  electioneering  strife,  and  turmoil, 
and  bnstie.  It  should  be  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  the  ledttmate  purposes  of  legislation, 
and  no  other.  The  people  will  attend  to  the 
election  of  President  themselves,  if  permitted 
to  do  so.  They  are  the  proper  tnbunal  to 
make  the  decision  between  the  two  contending 
parties  which  now  divide  the  country  and  this 
House.  In  their  decinon  I  have  unlimited  con- 
fidence. They  will  r^ect  coolly,  and  dedde 
wisely,  and  that  deduon  will  be  mad&  if  not 
according  to  the  wishes  and  feeUngs  of  all  in  this 
House,  at  any  rate  according  to  their  own  sober 
judgment,  uninfiuenoed,  I  nope,  by  any  and 
every  attempt  to  excite  them  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.  The  truth  nr,  and  I  speak  my  un- 
disguised opinion  when  I  say  so,  the  importance 
and  consequence  which  some  gentiemen  seem  to 
attach  to  what  they  may  say  in  tins  Hall,  tending 
to  bear  upon  the  Presidential  canvass,  is  very 
greatly  OTerrated.  XtisamistakeiWhichresaUa^ 
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like  moet  other  mistakes,  from  thinking  too 
highly  of  their  own  speaking  povers,  and  too 
little  of  the  judgment  and  dismmination  of  those 
vho  send  as  here.  Sir,  we  may  declum,  and 
rave,  and  rant,  and  read  newspaper  squibs,  and 
reassert  stale  and  long  since  remted  charges,  and 
even  descend  to  personal  invectives  against 
each  other,  or  to  personal  violence,  until  we 
become  exhausted,  and  exhaust  the  Treasury 
too,  without  being  able  to  infuse  into  the  public 
that  degree  of  zeal  which  political  calculating 

fiartisans  feel,  or  in  any  material  manner 
nduce  any  portion  of  them  to  smrender  their 
udgmept  to  politicians  stranling  for  power, 
am  very  sorry,  Mr.  Speuer,  to  discover 
around  me,  the  most  fi>rmidable  preparations 
for  a  cmtinaation  of  the  debate.  One  gentle- 
man is  covering  his  table  with  books,  another  is 
taking  notes,  whilst  about  a  dozen  others  are 
ready  to  avful  themselves  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  getting  the  floor.  I  did  not  rise  with  a 
view  of  saying  any  thing  which  would  be  the 
means  of  prolonging  the  discussion,  but  princi- 
pally to  express  my  earnest  desire  that  the 

auestion  may  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  With 
le  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  I 
desire  to  get  the  llouse  rid  of  the  (Question,  by 
referring  the  resolutions  to  a  committee.  It  is 
very  easy  to  di:qK>se  of  the  matter  should  we 
choose  to  do  it.  Bat  one  says,  with  gntt  force 
and  energy,  I  did  not  commence  t£iB  discua- 
ajon :  an^er  says,  I  did  not.  One  party  says, 
you  be^n  it :  the  other  says,  No,  it  was  you. 
who  did  begin  it  ?  Sir,  nobody  began  it,  yet 
it  here.  Instead  of  dispat^g  who  com- 
menced the  discussion — for  tiiat  fact,  it  seems, 
never  can  be  ascerbuned — let  us  struggle  who 
shall  be  the  first  to  get  clear  of  it ;  and  at  once 
proceed  to  the  transaction  of  business,  "Why, 
sir,  the  scene  is  really  ludicrous.  It  is  more  like 
children's  play,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
than  the  part  of  grave  legislation.  The  ori^nal 
resolution  ofiered  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Cbu- 
TOirJ  was  not  of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary 
character.  I  was  verr  glad  when  he  introduced 
U.  I  little  utkapatea  the  imtalion  it  has  pro- 
duced, or  the  length  d  time  it  has  oonsqmed. 
The  inquiry  pnniosed  is  a  necassary  one,  and 
may  prove  useful  to  the  country. 

In  a  Government  constituted  as  ours  is,  too 
much  violence  cannot  exbt  upon  the  part  of 
those  in  whom  the  people  have  placed  con- 
fidence, in  watching  the  public  expenditures. 
I  am  not  for  making  false  clamors,  or  exciting 
the  publio  without  any  just  apprehensions, 
merely  for  my  own  purposes ;  but,  upon  princi- 
ple, I  am  now,  and  always  have  been,  in  favor 
of  observing  a  system  of  rigid  economy  and 
strict  aooountabiUty  in  every  Department  of 
the  Govenunoit.  Frequent  inqnines  and  ex- 
amiuations  o^riit  to  take  place.  Honest,  able, 
and  fiutbftil  officers,  such  as  I  believe  compose 
the  Administ^tion,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  strictest  scrutiny  into  all  their  oflScial  acts. 
On  the  contrary  it  has  a  good  effect  It  satis- 
fles      ooanti7,  and  it  u  partioalarlf  proper 


[JamuBT,  18Z& 

at  this  period  in  reference  to  vhat  bas  bea 
sud  out  of  this  Hotue  for  some  time  past 
The  inquiry^  tAi,  is  demanded  by  tlie  pe(^a: 
Uiey  expect  it,  and  are  anxiously  waiting  to  see 
how  it  will  progress.   Give  it  to  xu.    Let  the 
examination  be  thorouch  and  complete.    If  one 
dollar  has  been  applied  improperly  by  the  dis- 
bursing officers,  ascertain  the  fact,  and  make  it 
known.    If  nothing  be  wrong;    if  oensurea 
have  gone  abroad  without  any  jast  cause;  it 
would  be  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  those 
who  have  been  implicated,  as  well  as  to  the 
country,  to  say  so,  after  this  inqairy  is  con* 
pleted.   It  requires  no  great  intellectual  efibrt 
to  create  snspudons,  and^to  ^ve  them  oarreney, 
whedier  they  be  directed  against  pQbHc  «r 
private  character.   80  far  as  any  thing  has  bea 
said,  in  this  debate,  having  for  its  object  a 
design  of  casting  any  imputation  npon  the 
Administration,  in  its  management  of  the 
moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  its  friends 
now,  and  at  all  times,  challenge  the  freest  and 
fullest  investigation ;  but  &t  the  same  time, 
protest  against  the  right  of  their  opponents  or 
trying  them  under  the  doctrine  of  Revohi- 
tionary  France  "  of  laboring  under  a  so^idon 
of  being  suspected,"  and  taking  upon  them- 
selves mo  exclusive  right  of  acamng  and 
deciding.   If  any  fact  whatever  exiata,  upon 
which  to  predicate  a  charge,  even  by  implica- 
tion, the  accnung^iarty  have  it  oomi^etely  in 
their  power  to  expose  it  to  the  nation  ia 
glowing  colors — the  nation  is  fully  coanpetent 
to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  about  to  pnrsne  that  coorae 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  so  freely  to  con- 
demn in  others,  by  discussing  the  relative  merits 
and  demerits,  fitness  and  unfitness,  of  the  two 
distinguished  candidates  now  before  the  people 
fur  the  first  office  within  their  gift.  No,  nr.  If 
my  vanity  even  prompted  me  to  suppose  I  was 
qoalified  for  such  a  task,  I  would  not,  at  this  time, 
npon  this  occasion,  in  this  House,  idlow  myself 
even  under  feelinj^  of  exdtement,  to  engage  io 
it   The  topic,  if  persisted  in.  I  fear,  rir,  wOl  ia 
some  degree,  impair  that  dignity  which  has 
heretofore  characterized  the  proceedings  of 
this  body.   I  have  not  taken  the  floor  with  a 
design  of  answering  charges  on  the  one  side^ 
or  making  them  on  the  other.   It  was,  rir,  fx 
a  very  different  purpose,  as  I  have  idrea^y 
intimated.   During  this  discusdon,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, which  has  taken  a  most  extensve  rsnge^ 
from  what  was  said  by  my  friend  froni  Ohio^ 
(Mr.  Vabcb,)  an  impression  was  made  upon  the 
minds  of  some  genuemen,  that  his  design  was 
to  impeach  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the 
predding  officer  of  the  House,  in  his  appoint- 
ment of  conunittees.   Sir,  I  was  very  ghd  to 
bear  that  honorable  gentleman  f^ank^  and 
voluntarily  disdaim  eveiy  idea  of  the  sort  It 
would,  sir,  in  my  estimation,  not  only  have 
been  unkind,  but  unjust  to  that  officer,  to  bare 
expressed  or  entertained  a  different  sentiment 
Thon^  not  elevated  to  that  honorable  sta&n 
with  my  consent,  I  will  take  this  occasion  to 
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•ay,  without  sapposing  my  opioicm  is  a  matter 
of  the  lightest  coDsequeoce  to  any  one,  as  far 
aa  my  feeble  judgmeDt  extends,  he  presides 
over  tlie  deliberations  of  the  House  with  abilit;' 
and  di^ttj.  As  to  his  appointment  of  com- 
mittees, be  has  a  ri^t  to  aelect  and  organize 
them  as  h«  diooaeB— he  and  they  being  reapon- 
rtble  to  the  oouQtry  for  doing  hanUf  or  for  not 
doins  good. 

As  to  myself,  I  do  not  think,  after  two  par- 
ties have  been  straggling  for  power,  and  one  of 
them  sQCoeeda,  it  can  reasonably  be  expected, 
that,  In  the  diatribotion  of  the  honorable  star 
ttons  in  this  Honse,  the  Tictorioos  party  shall 
select  their  adTeraariea.   This  ought  not  to  be 
reqaired.   If  they  look  for  the  qoalificatioDB 
whioh  fit  indiriduals  for  those  stations,  and  find 
snch  qualifications  in  men  of  their  own  party, 
It  is  natnral,  and  right,  that  they  should  put 
those  wbQ  possess  them  at  the  head  of  the  1^- 
ing  oommitteea.  I  should  never  olject  to  moh 
a  ooorse.  B  the  party  which  has  nov  the 
majority  here,  has  ^aoed  its  friends  in  staUons 
where  tiiey  can  be  useful  to  the  country, 
while  they  do  honor  to  themselves,  I  hope  we 
who  are  of  the  minority,  will  never  complain 
of  it.    If  they  have  the  honor,  they  hare  the 
responsibility  too ;  and,  I  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  who  has  just  taken 
his  aest,  and  who  has  made  some  complaints 
against  Mr.  Adams  about  patronage,  that  I 
would  go  fiuther  than  merely  |)rotecting 
friends.   Patronage  ought  to  be  distributed  in 
the  first  place,  with  a  constant  view  to  the 
pablic  gowL   That  ol^ect  bang  kept  in  sight, 
tiie  AdimiDlsbration  has  a  right  to  look  first  to 
its  Mends — I  mean  its  prudent  enlightened, 
and  capable  friends,  and  tnose  who  have  done 
the  most  to  place  it  in  power,  by  giving  support 
to  &ir  and  just  principles.   It  ought  to  look 
next  to  friends,  who,  though  not  quite  so 
zealous  and  efficient  in  its  behalf^  are  equally 
futhful  in  their  attachment  to  its  principles 
and  their  country.   In  the  next  place  it  ought 
to  look  to  intelligent  neutrals ;  still,  as  I  said 
before,  keeping  its  eye  upon  the  public  good, 
and  upon  suitable  qualifications ;  and  then,  if 
there  is  any  thing  left,  let  them  give  it  to  open, 
but  side  and  magnanimous  adversaries.  This  I 
take  to  be  s  rule,  right  in  itseU^  and  one  which 
has  alwi^  more  or  less  governed  evoy 
Admlnisfaratlon,  but  particularly  ICr.  Jefferson's. 
It  is  tme,  in  wning  at  this  rule,  an  Adimnistra- 
tion  may  make  great  mistakes.   They  may 
sometimes  select  for  important  stationa,  men 
who  bring  no  force  to  tneir  cause,  but  then, 
this  arises  only  from  defect  of  judgment  or 
information.   They  intend  to  strengthen  their 
own  party  while  they  serve  the  country,  and  if 
they  fail  to  do  so,  it  is  from  the  causes  I  men- 
tioned.  Sir,  look  to  all  Oovemments  which 
ever  existed.    Yon  never  find  one  which  gives 
all  its  fftvors  to  an  enemy  that  would  have  pre- 
TMited  ita  raoeess,  and  would,  at  any  moment, 
prostrate  it    The  gentleman  says,  this  Ad- 
adnifltradon  has  been  veir  impmdent,  and  has 


committed  great  blunders  in  the  distribution  of 
its  patronage.  That  may  be,  but  I  tell  that 
gentleman,  that,  if  bis  &vorite  candidate  ever 
gets  into  power,  he  will  most  infallibly  protect 
his  friends,  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  pre- 
sent Admintstrationhaseverdone.  Sir,  Ibelieve 
this  AdminiBtrstion  has  been  s  Uttle  cnlp^le 
in  this  matter,  although  they  hsve  incurred  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  ^flbrent  course. 
I  think  they  nave  not  stuck  to  their  friends 
quite  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  No 
gentleman  will  suspect  me  of  saying  this  with 
any  personal  reference.  I  never  was  an  iqipli- 
cant  for  any  office,  and  I  never  expect  to  be. 
and  for  a  very  good  reason,  sir.  I  never  can 
succeed,  if  I  should  apply ;  there  are  too  many 
ahead  of  me,  of  both  parties,  who  excel  me 
in  zeal  and  ability,  and  anxiety  to  obtain  ofiloe. 


FsiDAT,  February  1. 

The  resoIutioiM  of  Mr.  Chiltoit  with  tfas 
amendment  of  Ur.  Bum,  (as  proposed  to  be 
modified  by  Kr.  Dobsbt,)  being  again  under 

consideration — 

Hr.  EvBBBTT  sidd,  he  begged  leave  to  return 
his  sincere  thanks  to  the  House  for  according 
to  him  the  indulgence  of  an  adjournment.  At 
this  stage  of  the  discussion,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  noth- 
ing but  physical  inabOity  to  proceed  should  have 
induced  me  to  ask  this  indulgence.  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  means  in ' 
my  power ;  that  is,  by  introducing  do  matter 
into  the  debate,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to 
protract  it.  I  took  the  liber^,  yesterday,  to 
observe,  that,  when  s  motion  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vi^nia,  (Mr.  Randoiph,)  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  in  the 
affirmative  upon  that  question.  I  did  so,  thinking 
I  foresaw  the  character  of  the  debate  which 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  the  resolution  renuuned 
before  the  House.  To  a  resolution  for  inquiry, 
of  this  nature,  I  could  have  no  objection, 
except  that  of  some  littie  crudity  in  form, 
which  has  been  objected  to  this  resolution  oa 
every  side  of  the  House.  With  that  exception, 
and  could,  it  have  passed  without  debate,  X 
should  cheerfully  have  voted  for  it. 

The  House  was  not  jdeaaed  to  mate  that  dis- 
position of  the  resolntion.  The  debate  has  been 
porsned ;  and  the  ground,  in  my  jndgmMit, 
has  entirely  shifted  beneath  our  fbet  It  is  not 
now  on  inquiry  into  the  practicabUi^  of  re- 
trenchment, with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  pay* 
ment  of  the  public  debt.  I  do  not  say  that  no 
allusion  to  this  matter  is  left  in  the  resolution ; 
it  may  remain  there  in  form ;  but  the  substance 
is  changed.  The  topic  now  put  forward,  is  the 
expenditure  of  the  contingent  funds,  particular- 
ly that  for  foreign  intercourse ;  and  taking  the 
debate  as  an  indication  of  the  character  of  the 
resolution,  it  is  one  of  general  crimination  of 
the  measures  of  the  Administration. 

I  s^in  beg  leave  to  obsarre,  that  I  am  friend- 
ly to  inquiry,  in  any  and  eveiy  form— I  ears 
not  with  what  severi^  and  stiiotness  it  be  in- 
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■titated.  I  know  that  all  hnroan  establishmeota 
(especially  so  vast  and  complicated  an  establish- 
ment  as  that  of  a  OoTernmentJ  are  liable  to 
abase.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  on  these  general 
principles,  that  there  mxy  be  abuses  in  the 
uoTemment  as  at  present  administered,  al- 
tbon^  they  are  as  likely  to  be  abuses  of  re- 
■tricuon,  as  of  extravagance ;  ee|>eoially  as  the 
one  generally  leads  to  the  other.  Ill-timed  and 
misplaced  redaction  often  leads,  in  the  end,  to 
more  lavish  expenditare ;  and  a  judicious  ex- 

Etnditure,  (a  memorable  instance  has  been 
tely  stated  to  this  House  in  relation  to  the 
Post  Office,)  as  often  proves  to  be  true  economy. 
But,  retrenchment  is  a  popular  theme,  and  the 
pruning  knife  has  sometimes  been  so  fully  ap- 
plied to  oar  establishments,  that  their  vital  sap 
Las  flowed  out  of  tiie  wonnda.  Still,  however, 
I  would  never  oppose  an  inquiry  into  the 
abuses  that  may  exist ;  and  whether  they  be 
those  of  redundance  or  deficiency,  I  am  equally 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  general  remark. 
The  eentleman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Bbu.)  in 
bis  liberal  and  eloquent  address  to  the  House, 
made  a  remark,  which  he  jostly  offered  as  sound 
in  itself  however  paradoxical  in  its  terms,  that 
there  were  states  of  things,  in  which  that  which 
is  naturally  the  health  and  strength  of  a  pem>le 
becomes  a  source  of  decline  and  decay.  The 
gentleman  implied  this  wise  remark  to  a  profuse 
expenditure  o£  pablio  money.  There  is  another 
application  of  it,  which  seems^  to  me  to  be 
equally  Just  and  pertinent.  This  branch  of  the 
Government— the  Legislative  branch— is,  has 
been,  and  ever  must  be,  the  great  centre  of 
poww  in  the  Bepnblio.  It  is  the  heart  of 
the  political  system,  out  of  which  all  life  and 
power,  as  they  have  been  imbibed  from  the 
people,  must  flow  back,  through  the  varions 
channels  of  adminiatration.  to  them.  There 
•re,  however,  other  branches  of  Ibe  Govern- 
ment, which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  for  the 
public  good,  and  these  mast  be  upheld,  in  their 
proper  spheres  and  fimctions.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
tremendous  power  of  this  House  be  brought 
to  bear  nnduly  and  disproportionately  on  ouer 
branches  of  toe  system ;  and  especi^y  if  it  be 

rot  into  an  eztra-leKislative  action,  (by  which 
mean  an  action  whoUy  disconnected  from  its 
Amotions,  either  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
or  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,)  then,  also, 
what  is  naturally  our  strength  and  safety,  be- 
comes a  sonroe  of  weakness,  decay,  and  ruin. 
I  have  already  observed,  that  the  prconinent 

Eoint  of  the  inquiry,  as  now  before  uie  House, 
Bs  become  the  foreign  service  of  the  country, 
and  the  expenditare  of  the  funds  appropriated 
for  defraying  its  expense.  The  resolution  puts 
forward  that  as  the  leading  topic,  and,  in  its 
very  terms,  (and  this  oljection,  I  must  confess, 

Siplies  also  to  the  amendment  modified,) 
ves  a  obiura^r  to  Ae  mode  in  whi<&  that  part 
of  the  service  has  ever  been  administered  nn- 
warranted  by  the  oonstitotioo,  the  law,  and  the 
usage  under  it.   We  are  to  inquire  into  the 


amount  of  the  sums  paid  ont  of  the  oootingeat 
fbnd  for  foreign  interoourae.  and  settled  at  the 
Treasury  withont  specifieatum ;  and  also  into 
the  amount  oat  oi  the  same  flmd,  aai 
settled  at  the  Treasury  in  die  usual  mode,  aceoid- 
i  ingto  law.  So  it  seems  that  there  are  twokiadi 
'  of  settlements — one  usual,  and  according  to  law; 
the  other  by  specification,  and  impliedly  ndther 
usu^  nor  legal. 

This,  ur,  is  an  important  topic.  The  fore^ 
service  of  the  country  is  an  exceeding  re- 
sponsible branch  of  the  pnblic  service.  Unka 
we  adopt  the  Chinese  policy,  we  cannot  bst 
stand,  in  relations  with  foreign  nstiono,  hig^ 
important  to  tbe  welfare  and  prosperity  of  ibe 
country.  In  peace,  we  stand  m  the  relation  U 
an  extended  and  profitable  commercial  inter- 
course, depencUng  upon  its  prosperi^,  to  a  good 
desree,  on  the  cAiaractw  we  anatain  abroal 
'When  peaceftd  rehtions  |^ve  way  tq  war,  ill 
duration  depends  not  a  litUe  on  the  character 
with  which  we  embark  in  it  The  estimate 
which  other  nations  form  of  our  character,  is 
affected  by  the  manner  in  which  we  are  repre- 
sented abroad,  llie  subject  of  our  foreign  in- 
tercourse is  not,  therefore,  to  be  too  lightly 
dealt  with.  It  is  one  for  which  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  country  have  made  pecs- 
liar  provision  —  a  provision,  as  I  oonc«iTe, 
overlooked,  or  minuted  by  the  tenna  <tf  the 
resolution. 

By  tiie  CouBlitntimi  of  the  United  Stated  it 
is  provided,  that  the  I^eudent  "shall  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonseat 
of  the  Senate,  shall  wwint,  Ambaasados^ 
other  publio  Ministers  ana  Consuls."  Overthe 
exerdse  of  this  power,  no  control  is  given  by 
the  constitution,  to  Congress;  nor  have  they 
undertaken  to  exercise  any  other,  than  that  of 
limiting  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  socfa 
officers  for  their  services  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  dntiei. 
IIow,  then,  was  this  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion reduced  to  practice,  in  the  original  orsini> 
zation  of  the  Government?  bi  hu  qieech  at 
the  opening  of  the  second  season  of  the  first 
Con(^^  Prendent  Wasldngton  brought  the 
sui^ect  before  the  two  Houses,  in  the  iiulowing 
terms: 

"The  interest  of  the  United  States  reqinres  that 

ourinteroourse  with  oUier  naUons  should  be  fitoE- 
tated  by  such  proviaioM  as  will  enable  me  to  fulfil 
duty  Id  that  respect,  in  the  manner  ia  -wiaA 
circumstaoocg  may  render  most  coadudre  to  tbe 
public  good :  and  to  this  end,  that  the  compeiuatioH 
to  be  made  to  tbe  peraom  wbo  may  be  enplo^ 
should,  according  to  the  nature  w  their  tfifiu^ 
mente,  be  defined  by  law ;  and  a  coaqntcnt  tod 
designated,  for  defraj-ing  the  expenses  Incident  ta 
the  conduct  of  our  Fore^  Affidrs." 

With  tiie  Bul^eot  thus  presented  to  them, 
what  did  Congress  do  t  they  paaa  a  Itw 
creating  such  and  such  misrions  I  Koar.  Kd 
they  appropriate  snnu  of  m<mey  for  saeb  aad 
such  salaries  and  expenditures  I  No.  The  law 
pwsed  is  brief^  and,  bearing  rtron^  on  this 
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and  other  matters  of  interest,  I  beg  leave  to  I 
dte  it   It  bears  date  first  of  July,  1790 : 

**Bt  U  enaeUd,  ^.  That  the  Frasident  of  tiie  ' 
TTnited  States  ahall  be,  and  he  la,  lathoriMd  to  dnv 
firom  the  Treaanry  of  the  United  States,  a  torn  not 
exoeeding  forty  tbousaad  doUaro,  annually,  to  be 
paid  oat  of  the  mtMieyi  arising  from  the  duties  oo 
im porta  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  such  per- 
Bona  as  be  shall  commissloa  to  serre  the  United 
States  in  foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expenses  inci- 
deot  to  the  business  in  which  they  may  be  employed. 
J*romded,  That,  exclusire  of  an  outfit,  which  shall, 
in  no  case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  year's  full  sal- 
arr  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  or  Chat^i  des 
Afihires,  to  whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the 
President  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars-  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  ell 
his  personal  services,  and  other  expenses;  nor  a 
greater  mm  for  the  same,  than  four  thousand  five 
Eundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Charg6  des  Affiures ; 
nor  a  ereater  sum  for  the  same,  than  one  thousand 
Aree  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
Secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  And 
provided,  fdto.  That  the  President  shall  account,  spe- 
eificaUy,  for  aH  such  expenditurea  of  the  said  money, 
as,  Id  his  judgment,  may  be  made  public,  and  also 
for  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  mtj  think 
H  adrlsable  not  to  specify,  and  cause  a  regular  state- 
ment and  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, annually,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

"Sec.  2.  And  b«  it  fuetktr  tnaOtd,  That  this  act 
■ban  continue  and  be  in  fbree  for  the  ^iae«  of  two 
years,  and  from  tbenoe,  until  the  end  of  the  next 
■essioD  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer." 

There  is  one  phrase  in  the  lav  to  which  I 
invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  House, 
(*'  as  be  shall  commission  ") — a  phrase  throwing 
light  on  qnestions  not  long  since  much  a^^tatea 
hue  BoA  elBowhere,  There  were  those  who 
took  great  alarm  at  the  use  of  the  expreanon 
to  "  commission,"  when  emplojed  by  the  Presb- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  indicate  one  of  the 
Exeontive  faactions  In  the  appointment  of  a 
foreign  Minister.  They  probably  did  not  ad- 
vert to  the  fact,  that  the  President  made  ose  of 
no  otiier  langaf^^  than  tiiat  of  the  earliest  legis- 
lation nnder  the  constitntion,  and  meant  no 
more  than  the  law  meant  by  uie  same  ezpres- 
rion. 

The  next  law  on  the  sulrject  waa  passed  Mb 
Febmary,  1793.  It  continned  the  act  of  July, 
1790,  for  another  year,  and  thence  to  the  ma 
<tf  the  next  sesrion  of  Otmgress  thereafter,  and 
amended  it  to  the  following  effect : 

"Bee.  i.Andb4it/»rtJurmaeUd,ThiLt,\n%aeMm 
when  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  issued,  or 
ihsll  hereafter  issue,  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  foreign  nations,  in 

Krtnaoce  of  any  law,  the  Fresideut  slull  be,  and  he 
reby  Is,  authorised  to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly 
setUed,  annually,  with  the  accountbg  officers  of  the 
l^ory,  in  the  manner  fMlowIng,  that  is  to  say:  by 
eaadog  the  tame  to  be  aeooooted  for,  specifically, 
la  sU  instances  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof 
my,  in  Us  Judgment,  be  made  ptd>Ue,  and  by  mak> 
ing  a  eerUttoate  or  eertifloateai  or  eau^  the  See- 


[H.  or  B. 

retary  of  State  to  make  a  cerUfloate  or  certificate^ 
of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  be  may  think 
it  adrisaUe  not  to  spedfy;  and  every  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  deemed  a  sufEdent  voucher  for  the 
sum  or  soma  therein  eximsaed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended." 

This  is  the  first  full  enactment  of  Uie  mode 
of  settlement  by  certificate,  or  withont  spedfi- 
cation,  although  the  elements  of  the  provinon 
exist  in  the  law  of  1790. 

By  the  law  of  ^Carch  20, 1794,  the  large  sum 
of  one  million  of  doUars  was  appropriated,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  forty  thoosand  dollars,  to 
defray  any  expenses  which  might  be  incurred, 
in  TC^CHi  to  the  interoonrse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  natjons:  to  be  I4)plied,  un- 
der the  direotimi  of  the  Preddent,  wbo,  if 
necessary,  was  authorized  to  borrow  the  money ; 
uid  an  aooonnt  ot  the  expenditure,  as  soon  aa 
mif^t  be,  was  to  be  laid  before  Congress.  This 
large  ai^ropriation  was  desired  to  meet  the 
expense  of  a  treaty  with  ^Igiers. 

Several  similar  aots  were  passed,  at  snbee- 
qnent  sessions  of  Congress,  till,  on  the  10th 
May,  1800,  a  law  passed,  giving  to  the  legisla- 
tion on  thU  subject  a  somewhat  modified  form. 
The  law  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
oompensation  of  public  Ministers.'*  It  contEuna 
no  appropriation.  It  re-enacts  the  former  limi- 
tation opon  the  oompensation  of  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary, GhargS  dee  Affiurea,  and  the  Secre- 
taries oS  Ministers :  the  aeoond  section  directs, 
thivt,  where  any  sum  of  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  nnder  any  law  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  the  Preudent  shall  cause  the 
accounts  to  be  settled  by  certificate,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  9th  February,  1798; 
omitting  the  snbstituUon  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  President.  This  year,  for  the  first 
time,  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  in- 
tereonrse  with  foreign  nations,  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  act  making  ^>propriations  for  the 
support  <a  Government,  for  the  year  1800. 
Besides  several  lai^  specifio  item^  fifty-two 
Uionsand  dollars  were  appropriated,  m  addition 
to  the  annual  forty  tbonaana. 

In  May,  1810,  an  act  was  passed,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  pnblip  Ministers,  and  of  Con- 
eols  to  the  Barbary  States.  By  this  law,  the 
compensation  of  a  Minister,  and  Chai%6  dee 
Affaires,  waa  fixed  aa  before ;  that  of  a  Secre- 
taiT  of  Legation,  at  two  thonsand  dollars,  &o. ; 
and  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  President  to  allow  to  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, or  Charg6  dea  Affaires,  on  going 
from  the  tfnlted  StaMa,  to  any  foreign  country, 
an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  one 
year's  fall  salary  of  snoh  IGnister  or  CbazgA 
des  Affaires ;  bnt  no  Consul  shall  be  allowed 
an  outfit,  in  any  ease  whatever,  any  usage  at 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The 
third  section  of  this  law  was  the  same,  verba- 
tam,  with  the  seooud     the  law  of  1800. 

Up  to  tMa  Udm^  tha  iq^propriation  acta  bad 
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0(mtained  one  item,  viz :  for  the  expenses  of 
forei^  intercooTfle.  From  1810  to  1814,  there 
■were  two  it-ems  of  approprtation,  one  for  the 
expenses  of  foreign  interoourse,  and  one  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercoorse. 
The  first  of  these  sums  was  applied  to  pay  the 
Mtlanet  of  the  IDuisters,  Gbargd  des  Alfaires, 
and  Seoretaries ;  the  second  was  placed  entirely 
at  the  disoretioQ  ot  tibe  President,  to  dischat^e 
oonUngent  expenses  arising  from  the  foreign 
interoourse,  aa  he  should  think  jost  and  eqaita- 

bi  the  general  appropriation  act  of  1814,  the 
item  which,  till  then,  had  been  expressed  in 
general  terms,  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, was  made  more  specific — "for  the 
salaries,  aUowaoces,  and  ooQtingent  expenses, 
of  lOnistera  to  foreign  nations,  and  of  Secre- 
taries of  Legation ;  "  after  whidi  was  added 
the  other  item,  for  the  continent  expenses  of 
interoourse  between  the  Uuted  States  and 
fiK%ign  nations. 

In  April,  1818,  the  general  appropriation  bill 
omtaiaed  one  item  for  the  saluiee  of  Ministers 
at  the  several  forelga  oonrts,  specified  by 
name,  and  their  several  Secretaries  of  Legation ; 
an  item  for  two  outfits  of  Uinisters,  to  London 
and  St.  Fetersbarg ;  an  item  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  missions ;  an  item  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  preceding  jear ;  and  the  nsuiJ  item  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse. 
Similar  specifications  have  been  made  in  idl  the 
annual  general  appropriation  bills,  since  that 
time. 

From  this  view  of  the  legislation  of  the  sub- 
,  it  appears  that,  ori^ally,  the  whole  fond 
foreign  intercourse,  and,  since  1814,  the 
sums  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intMx»>urse,  have  been  placed  en- 
tirely at  the  direction  of  the  President.  And, 
fbrtber,  that  a  settlement,  by  certificate,  with- 
out specificatioD,  is  coeval  with  the  (jtovem- 
ment^  and  in  confotmity  both  with  usage  and 
law. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  state- 
ments, not  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  better  nn- 
derstanding  of  the  point,  in  the  resolution,  on 
which  it  beara,  but  also  in  order  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  aatialEiotory  answer  to  some  of  the 
obugea  made  against  the  Presid«it  of  the 
United  States,  raative  to  the  acoonnts  of  his 
compensation  and  allowances,  as  a  foreign 
Uinister.  This  is  a  sulfjeot  on  whidi  I  enter 
with  mudi  reluctance ;  it  is  not,  perhaps,  of 
the  class  which  I  should  select  to  discuss  on 
this  floor.  It  does  not  belong,  strictiy,  to  this 
debate ;  but  it  has  been  introduced,  on  the  pres- 
mt  occasion,  with  strong  emphasis;  and  to 
the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  saving  sanction  to  what 
is  said  more  at  large  on  the  same  topic  else- 
where. This  is  an  important  point :  for  the 
all^ations  have  extended  not  merely  to  a  I 
chaise  of  extravagance,  but  of  illegality,  and 
even  fraud. 

Hi^  Bfllaiiea  aze^  I  know,  a  p<^nlaT  snlgect 


of  comment,  and,  as  those  of  the  foret^  Hin- 
isters  are,  with  a  angle  exception,  the  higfaea 
paid  under  the  Government,  it  is  natural  thai 
they  should  be  obnoxious  to  complaint.  Bh^ 
sir,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that,  high  as  tbey 
may  be  thought,  ^reat  as  their  aggregate  may 
seem,  for  the  service  of  a  long  series  of  Tear^ 
tiiey  are  yet  too  small ;  and,  oat  for  the  etfra 
allowance  by  which  they  are  eked  oa^  would 
be  wholly  inadequate  to  their  olject.    It  is  not 
long  since  that  a  most  reapectable  member 
Congress,  opposed  to  the  Administration,  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  concurrence  in  this  opinioiL 
and  his  willingness  to  join  in  raising  them.  I 
speak  of  the  salaries  of  the  three  meet  expen- 
sive mis8ions~to  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Peters- 
burg.    It  is  a  sufficient  confirmation  of  the 
tru^  of  this  remark,  that  the  compenaatioo  of 
foreign  Ministers  is  smaller,  by  one-fifUi,  thao 
it  was  in  the  Revolntiooary  war.    It  was  then 
fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenses.  We 
are  told,  by  a  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  (Mr. 
Flotd,)  that  he  ^iproved  the  Republican  aim- 

filicity  in  which  a  Franklin  and  a  LiTingstin 
ived,  at  the  court  of  France.  Dr.  Franklin's 
simplicity  was  kept  up,  fcnr  abont  eight  yean 
and  a  half|  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  (money 
being  then  twice  as  valnable  as  now,)  and 
Ghauoellor  Livingston,  as  I  am  informed,  during 
his  short  reudenoe  at  Paris,  in  addition  to  bb 
flilowanoe  fnuai  the  Government,  sunk  an  estate 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.   I  repeat  it, 
sir,  that,  but  fc^  the  extra  allowances,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  onr  Ministers,  at  the  courts  I 
have  named,  to  remain  and  support  themselvee; 
and  the  weight  of  necessary  expenditure  ower 
the  utmost  allowance,  has,  to  many  ot  them, 
proved  the  cause  of  utter  ruin.   It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  specif  the  names  of  the 
living  or  of  the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker:  The  allow- 
ances to  the  President,  be  they  great  or  snaQ, 
were  the  acts  of  other  Administrations-— of  the 
Administrations  of  Messrs.  Madison  and  Mon- 
roe. Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  in  establid- 
ing  the  offices,  fixing  the  compensation,  or  seek- 
ing the  employment.  For  a  third  of  a  c«)tury 
passed  in  the  public  service,  he  never,  neitiier 
himseU^  nor  his  friends  for  him,  with  bii 
knowledge,  nor  without  his  knowledge,  that  I 
am  aware  of^  solicited  any  office.  The  compen- 
sations and  allowances  to  the  foreign  Ministers 
were  fixed  by  General  Washington,  under  tbe 
limitations  of  acts  of  Oongreea,  and  were  paid 
to  Mr.  Adams,  as  they  had  becoi  paid  toUi 
predecessors. 

Farther,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  had  notlungtodo 
with  auditing  his  own  accounts,  or  contn^lii^ 
the  settiement  of  them ;  although  this  has  been 
alleged,  out  of  doors,  and  intimated,  as  I  think, 
in  Uiis  debate.  The  standing  instmctions  to 
our  foreign  Ministers,  require  than,  once  a 

aoarter,  to  make  np  and  transmit  an  aceoantte 
^e  Trrasuiy.  This  was  dme  hj  Mr.  Adon; 
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And  in  all  bis  aoooonta  there  was  bat  one  item 
wblcb  the  aocoanting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
declined  settling  themselvee.  That  one  item 
was  referred  to  the  President,  by  Ur.  Adams, 
while  Secretary  of  State ;  and,  on  legtd  advise- 
ment, ordered  by  the  President  to  be  settled. 
To  this  I  shall  presently  recar.  With  this  ex- 
ception, Mr.  Adams  ud  no  nuwe  to  do  with 
the  settlement  of  his  aoeoonte  than  yon  had, 
Mr.  Speaker.  He  ooold  have  no  more  to  do 
with  It,  if  the  i^Boen  of  the  Tntaxarj  were 
iSaithfnl  to  their  trort. 

I  will  add,  sir,  liatf  taking  into  oonnderation 
the  namber  of  years  passed  by  Mr.  Adams  in 
the  foreign  serTioe ;  the  nature  of  his  appoint- 
meots ;  tlie  variety  and  importanoe  of  the  mis- 
uoDB  with  which  he  has  Iteen  entrusted,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  no  foreign  Minister  has  re- 
oeiTed  less  tlian  he ;  while  many  have  received 
more.  For  the  four  years  and  eight  months, 
oommencing  in  1812,  when  the  first  question 
of  his  accoimte  arises,  and  ending  at  his  return, 
he  received,  in  all,  about  $76,000.  For  a  like 
tmn,  Mr.  Monroe  received  $32,000 ;  for  one 

5 ear  and  eleven  months,  Mr.  Fiaokney  received 
41,000. 

To  place  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  enter  into  some  detaiL   In  July, 
1809,  Mr.  Adams  received  his  appointment  as 
lOnister  to  Russia,  with  Che  usau  salary  and 
ontfit,  and  reptured  with  his  family,  to  St. 
Petersburg:  a  residence,  I  believe,  as  expen- 
nve  as  any  in  the  world.   Ko  exception,  as  I 
understand,  is  t^en  to  any  thing  in  his  aooonats, 
till  the  conmieacement  of  the  mission  for  the 
negotiation  of  peace  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.    This  mediation  waa  of- 
fared  in  the  fi^  <rf  181S,  timnigh  the  tgeacj  of 
Ifr.  Adams ;  and  I  beUeve  it  la  not  too  miuk 
to  say,  that  it  was  nuUnly  owing  to  the  favor- 
able impression  of  the  American  character  con- 
oeived  by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  daring  the 
misuon  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  offer  was  made. 
This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  American  Gov- 
emmeut,  and,  in  April,  1818,  a  commission  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  joinUy  with  Messrs.  Gal- 
latin and  Bayard,  to  negotiate  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  under  the  proffered  mediation. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  under  Mr.  Madison, 
on  informing  him  of  his  ^pointment,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  gentlemen,  said,  "  as 
you  will  aU  be  exposed  to  ocmridereble  expense, 
.  an  ontfit  has  been  allowed  to  each."   It  may 
here  be  observed,  that,  in  employing,  as 
one  of  the  three  negotiators,  the  resident 
Minister  at  St.  Petersbn^,  a  saving  of  $9,000 
accrued  to  the  GoTemment.    The  outfit  al- 
luded to  was  allowed  and  paid,  at  the  time, 
to  Mr.  Adams. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  arrived  at  St. 
Petersburg  in  July,  1618.  The  I^peror  was 
absent  on  the  eventftal  campugn  against  the 
French ;  but  the  conferences  of  the  Commis- 
sioners were  opened  with  Count  Romanzoff, 
Chancellor  a£  tiie  Empire.  The  expenses  which 
the  outfit  was  intended  to  oorer,  incodemtto 
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the  arrival  of  a  new  mission,  actually  accrued 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  were  incurred  the 
more  freely  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  very  reason 
that  he  had  been  allowed  and  pud  an  outfit  for 
that  purpose.  England,  however,  it  is  well 
known,  revised  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor,  and  the  mission  noder  it  closed,  by 
the  departure  of  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin, 
in  January,  1814.  Mr.  Adams  was  then  lefk 
as  the  resident  IGnietw  at  St.  Petersbutv. 

In  reftiffing  to  negotiate  under  the  medlaticm 
of  Rus^a,  Great  Britain  t^red  to  treat  directiy 
with  the  United  States,  at  Qottenbnrg  or  Lon- 
don, and  this  offer  was  accepted.  Mr.  Adams 
was  appdnted  in  joint  commission  with  Messrs. 
Baytu^  G\a.y,  and  Rnssell,  to  whom  was  after- 
wards added  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  negotiate  for 
peace  at  Qottenbnrg.  Mr.  A.  received  this 
commission  at  St.  Petersbnr^,  in  April,  1814, 
with  the  instructioDB  to  repair  to  Gottenbnrg. 
His  commission  as  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg 
still  remained  in  force,  and  he  was  directed  to 
leave  Mr.  L.  Harris,  as  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Legation  during  his  absence.  Of  his 
family,  he  had  with  him  at  that  time,  at  St, 
Petersburg,  hia  wife,  in  very  ill  health,  and  a 
son  under  seven  years  of  age.  In  traveUing 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Gottenbm^  it  waa 
necessary  to  go  by  water  passage,  upon  the 
Golfs  of  Finland  and  Bothnia,  or  by  crossing 
five  passages,  from  ten  to  fifty  miles  in  extend 
over  the  islands  of  the  latter  of  those  Gul& — 
which  passages,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  by 
the  breiaking  np  of  the  ice,  were  rendered  im- 
practicable, and  were,  at  their  first  opening, 
extremely  dangerous. 

There  was  little  e:q>ectation,  in  any  quarter, 
that  the  negotiation  would  be  successful;  and 
there  waa  every  reason,  on  the  part  «  Mr. 
Adams,  to  believe,  that,  after  a  short  absence, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  return  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. He  therefore  1^  bis  family  and  estab- 
lishment therc^  which  wmtinued  at  nearly  the 
same  expense  as  before.  Taking  passage  hj 
water  at  Revel,  in  the  first  vessel  which  sailed, 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  and  after  re- 
peated delay,  and  detention,  and  great  risk, 
from  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Adams  arrived  at 
Stockholm  on  the  2Sth  of  May.  He  there 
learned  that  an  arrangement  bad  been  made  by 
Messrs.  Bi^ard  and  Gallatin  (who  were  in  Lon- 
dxm)  with  the  British  Government,  by  which 
the  seat  fit  negotiation  had  been  transferred 
ftma  Gottenbnrg  to  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  An 
American  sloop  of  war  was  then  at  Gotten- 
bui^,  having,  as  a  cartel,  conveyed  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Russell  to  that  place.  It  was  ordered 
to  the  Texel,  there  to  await  the  fbrther  direc- 
tion of  the  American  Ministers,  Mr.  Adams 
accordingly  proceeded  to  Gottenbnrg,  em- 
barked with  Mr.  Russell  on  board  the  vessel, 
landed  from  hor  at  the  Texel,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  Ghent,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  24th  of  June.  Six  months  from  that  day. 
on  the  24th  December,  1814,  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  was  dpied. 
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For  this  mission  to  G0ttaibarB>  and  Ghent, 
Ur.  A.  neTer  (as  has  been  alleged)  received 
dtfaer  salary  or  outfit  And  jet  it  was  a  mia- 
aon  diflbrant  in  its  locality  and  the  expense  in- 
ddent  to  it,  from  that  under  the  mediation. 
The  ontfit  for  the  latter  was  not  intended  to 
cover,  and  oonld  not  oover,  the  extra  expenses 
for  tiie  former.  Accordingly,  Hessrs.  Gallatin 
and  Bayard,  each  of  whom  had  received  an 
ontfit  and  the  expense  of  their  conveyance  to 
8t.  Petersbnt^,  on  the  mission  of  mediation, 
were  yet  allowed  all  their  travelling  expenses 
from  St.  Petersbarg  to  Ghent.  On  the  same 
principle,  and  on  the  established  precedents  in 
the  cases  of  Hr.  Thomas  Finckney,  in  1795,  and 
Hr.  Uonroe,  in  1805,  who  were  allowed  all  the 
extara  expenses  of  their  misdm  to  Spain,  while 
they  retained  tbcir  commissions  and  salaries  as 
resident  Plenipotentiaries  in  London,  Mr.  A. 
retaining  his  commission  at  St.  Petersbnt^, 
was  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  Minis- 
ter there,  the  necessary  expenses  incident 
to  the  mission  extraordinary  to  Gottenbnrg 
and  Ghent  The  reasonableness  of  the  allow- 
ance to  them  was  never  doubted.  In  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's case,  it  received  the  direct  sanction  of 
Gongress,  not  two  years  ago.  It  could  not  be 
more  qn^onable  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Those  gentlemen  had  to  provide  for  their  fami- 
lies in  their  absence;  Mr.  Adams  was  com- 
piled to  leave  his  at  St.  Petersburg,  with  a 
neoessarr  continuance  of  almost  aU  the  ex- 
penses of  hia  establishment  The  extra  expenses 
mourred  were,  therefore,  fairly  chargeable 
upon  the  extra  service.  The  period  during 
which  this  service  contioned,  including  the  ne- 

g»tiation  of  a  commerdal  convention  with 
reat  Britun,  was  fifteen  months,  from  April, 
S6,  when  Mr.  A.  left  St  Petersburg,  to  8d 
July.  But  the  chsi^  made  by  him,  and  al- 
lowed to  him,  were  confined  to  the  period  from 
his  departure  from  St  Petersbarg  to  ttie  time 
when  his  family  Jdined  him  at  Paris,  about 
eleven  months. 

Mr.  Adams  had  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State^  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  on 
Ihe  commission,  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  tiiat,  in  the  event  of  the 
oonclnsion  of  peace,  it  was  the  intention  of 
President  Madison  to  nominate  bim  as  Minister 
to  London.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Paris, 
and  directed  his  fiunily  to  Join  bim  there,  with 
a  view  to  receiving  the  oraer  of  the  President 
either  for  his  transfer,  or  his  recall  to  America. 
They  arrived  at  Paris,  March  20, 1816.  On  the 
7th  of  May,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informing  him  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  Minister  to  London.  This  was  m  the 
midst  of  the  period  in  France  which  has  been 
oalled  the  Hundred  D$,jb;  between  the  arrival 
ot  NHD^eon  from  Elba  soA  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo^ The  ordinary  oommunioationB  between 
Franoe  and  England  were  interrupted;  and  the 
passage  of  Mr.  A  and  Ms  family  to  the  latter 
country  w^s  attended  with  difBcnlty  and  delay. 
He  arrlTed  in  London  on  the  16th  of  M^,  1816, 
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and  the  next  day  received  his  commisuoiD  and 
credential  lettera  to  Englandf  and  le^r  oi  n- 
call  from  Rosria, 

According  to  the  rule  ad^ited,  as  eariy  as  tbe 
Administration  of  General  Washington,  Hr.  A. 
would  have  been  authorized  to  consider  bia 
mission  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Rn»- 
sian  Government  as  terminating  on  ^e  day  oa 
which  he  received  his  letter  of  rec^  He 
might,  also,  on  the  same  rule,  hare  charged 
his  extra  expenses  to  the  account  of  the  jomt 
commission  for  negotiating  the  commercial  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain.  He,  however, 
considered  his  misrion  to  St  Petersbarg  m 
terminating  when  the  expenses  incident  to  it 
terminated,  viz:  the  arrival  of  hia  faxialjtA 
Paris,  and  regarded  tlie  qiedal  misrioB  tar  hb- 
gotiating  a  commercial  omvention  aa  meigel 
in  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Eoglmd, 
for  which  he  received  a  full  outfit  According- 
ly, from  the  20th  of  March,  1815,  he  made  no 
charge,  and  received  no  allowances;,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  a  special  misnon.  His  colleagues 
received,  for  their  part,  in  the  service  of  nego- 
tiating the  commercial  convention  of  July  t, 
1816,  each  a  half  ontfit  Mr.  A.  has  received 
no  corresponding  allowance. 

In  this  way,  me  time  for  which  Mr.  Adams 
was  allowed  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  q>e> 
oial  mis^on  to  Gottenbnrg  and  Ghent,  ia 
duced  to  between  ten  and  deren  UKmliM — 
about  the  same  spaoe  d  timo  which  was  ooen- 
pied  by  the  special  misrion  to  Spain  of  Mr.  T. 
Finckney,  in  1795,  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  1804-'&, 
The  aOowance  to  those  gentiemen  for  th^  ex- 
penses was,  to  Mr.  Finckney  about  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  Mr.  Monroe  upwaidsof 
eleven  thousand  dollars.  The  whole  anwunt 
of  expenses  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams,  was  $6,385 
— less  than  was  ever  clumed  or  allowed  in  ai^ 
parallel  case,  ainoe  the  fonndatlMi  of  the  Gor- 
emment. 

Sir,  there  were  other  topics  on  which  I 
meant  to  have  touched,  but  I  have  exhausted 
the  little  strength  which  I  broiuht  into  tha 
House.  In  t^  part  I  have  taken  in  the  diemt- 
fllim,  I  have  ai^ed  on  the  defenuve.  I  on 
that  I  have  been  a  litUe  snrprieed,  that  it  hM 
even  been  made  a  question,  whether  the  Ad- 
ministration was  assailed  or  not  Why,  dr, 
there  has  not  been  a  day,  nor  an  hour,  »nee  it 
was  formed,  that  it  has  not  been  assailed.  I  do 
not  now  complain  of  this — I  do  but  state  the 
fact;  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
tells  us  now,  what  we  were  told  two  years  ago^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
the  very  existence  of  the  Administration  was  a 
political  felony ;  that  they  have  burst  unlaw- 
fully into  the  of9ces  of  State,  and  that  he 
would  no  more  makis  terms  with  them,  tiiat  ia^ 
no  more  "Judge  them  by  tiwii  ads,"  than  with 
the  robber,  who,  having  brok«i  into  his  pran- 
ises,  should  prondse  to  behave  himself  weQ. 
One  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Miroasu) 
says  thOT  are  already  too  muoh  worn  out  to  ba 
attacked  ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee^ 
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Hr.  Bell,)  that  they  are  run  down ;  and  jet 

ire  are  accused  of  kindling  at  fbnded  charges, 
ind  bristling  up  in  the  defence,  when  nobody  nas 
Lttacked  ns. 

Sir,  snob  an  assault,  in  mj  limited  acqnaint- 
mce  with  the  bistorj  of  the  country,  I  have 
lowhere  found.  A  Ofaief  Uagistrate,  of  more 
baa  ordinary  nmplidtj  of  lift,  and  parity  of 
tharaoter,  is  denotuuwd  at  one  moment  as  the 
mitator  of  oriental  pomp ;  and  at  the  next,  as 
ibe  proflkate  oormptor  of  the  yonth  oS  the 
tation.  As  able,  faithful,  and  patrioUc  a  Cab- 
net  as  any  ever  formed  since  the  first  Adminis- 
ration  of  Washington,  and  abler  than  almost 
irery  other  which  has  followed^  is  denoonoed 
u  weak,  inefficient,  and  cormpt.  An  Admin- 
stratioiT,  which,  in  three  years,  has  applied 
iiirty-three  millions  to  the  payment  of  the 
)nblic  debt,  and  expended  ten  or  twelve  more 
n  objects  of  public  utility,  is  proclaimed  to  be 
>rofiise  and  extravagant.  An  Administration 
irhich  came  into  power  avowedly  on  the  prin- 
iiple  of  seeking  ont  the  best  talents  of  the  na- 
:ion,  for  offioes  of  trust  and  honor,  and  which, 
f  it  has  erred,  has  erred  in  neglecting  its 
Mends^  is  charged  with  proscribing  and  perse- 
cuting its  opponents.  And,  after  all  this  has 
Men  repeated  year  after  year,  till,  in  its  effect, 
^ntlemen  flatter  tbemseiTes,  and  tell  us  that 
we  are  wasted,  worn  out,  and  run  down ;  and 
liter  each  and  every  one  of  these  topics,  and 
numerous  others,  have  been  touched,  in  this 
very  debate,  wc  are  then  told  to  keep  very  cool 
—nobody  has  attacked  us. 

But  I  am  willing,  for  one,  to  take  these 
declarations  of  gentlemen  as  the  indication  of 
the  course  which  they  approve,  and  are  willing 
to  pnrsne.  It  is  time,  for  the  honor  of  the 
coQQtry,  that  the  war  of  extermination  abonld 
cease.  In  laying  waste  the  characters  of  those 
who,  under  uie  constitution  of  the  oonntry,  are 
clothed  with  the  administration  of  its  affiurs, 
we  are  wasting  that  which  is  a  part  of  the 
most  valuable  treasure  of  the  nation.  Above 
all,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is  time  the  vehe- 
mence with  which,  within  these  walls,  the  war 
has  been  waged  against  the  Administration, 
should  cease.  In  addition  to  its  necessary  and 
unavoidable  evils,  the  waste  of  time — ^the  sac- 
rifice of  dignity — the  kindling  of  the  worst 
pasrions ;  it  Is  accompanied  with  the  still  great- 
er evil,  that  it  lends  a  kind  <tf  sanction  to  Uiat 
ferocity  of  the  press,  whidi  has  already  mehed 
the  pomt  at  whldh  many  of  the  most  valoable 
citizens  of  the  oonun unity  shrink  book  into  re- 
tirement, before  the  storm  of  obloquy  that 
awaita  every  one  who  appears  before  the  pub- 
lic. Before  I  down,  sir,  I  moat  ask  leave  to 
say,  that  if  every  member  had  spoken  in  the 
tone  of  the  gentieman  irom  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Beli.,)  I  shoold  probably  not  have  troubled  the 
House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell  from 
him,  I  yielded  a  hearty  assent.  I  feel,  not  less 
strongly  than  he,  though  I  may  be  unable  to 
express  It  with  tiiat  manly  force  which  en- 
chained the  attention  of  the  House,  that  this 
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warfare  is  mali  tscmpli,  without  onr  even  be- 
ing able  to  plead,  in  excuse,  that  the  bad  exam- 
ple sprang  from  a  good  one. '  The  gentleman, 
with  a  liberality  which  I  could  not  but  admire, 
however  littie  I  might  be  willing  to  sanction 
the  consciousness  of  political  strength  with 
whidi  he  spoke,  told  ua  that  the  joy  of  the 
huntsman  la  in  the  chase,  and  that  when  the 
game  is  run  down,  he  calls  off  the  pack,  and 
will  not  let  them  mangle  Ihe  earoass.  The 
gentleman  cannot  expect  me  to  agree  with  Mm 
that  the  game  is  run  down,  but  he  will  agree 
with  me,  that,  of  the  pock  which  sprang  at  the 
throats  of  this  Administration,  there  were  some, 
whose  &ug8  were  already  fleshed  in  other 
game.  And  is  the  law  of  the  chase  altered  1 
Will  not  what  has  been,  agun  be  7  Believe 
me,  sir,  it  will ;  the  fate  of  Actteon  is  no  fable 
here :  and  scarcely  will  the  gentleman's  gallant 
huntsman — (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortune 
shall  elevate  him  at)ove  the  lot  of  his  predeces- 
sors,) scarcely  will  he  have  wound  his  bom  in 
triomph,  when  be  will  find,  to  his  amazement, 
that  he  is  the  game,  and  some  oS  those  who 
have  shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  chase  will 
turn  and  spring  upon  him. 

lUe  fb^t  per  qua  Aierat  loca  snpe  secutua. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  my  aUnrion, 
as  I,  most  cheerfully,  accepted  his.  I  make  it 
not  insidiously,  nor  with  the  slightest  shade  of 
personality ;  but  in  some  measure  in  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  well-known  composition  of  the  two 
great  parties,  and  still  more  on  the  immutable 
principles  of  oor  nature,  by  which  it  follows, 
of  stern  necessity,  that 

 in  these  cases. 

We  still  have  judgment  here,  that  we  bat  teach 
Bloody  instructions,  wliich,  being  taught,  return 
To  pisgue  the  inventor:  This  even-buided  jestiae 
Commends  the  ingredients  of  onr  p(nsoned  diattoe 
To  onr  own  lips. 

Hr.  Ramdolph  then  rose,  and  said :  I  cannot 
make  the  promise  which  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taaen  his  seat,  mode  at  the  outset  of 
bis  address — but  I  will  make  a  promise  of  a 
different  natnre,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  it  will 
t>e  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say 
with  more  good  f^th  than  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts — ^but  more  to  the  letter — aye, 
sir,  and  more  to  the  spirit  too.  I  eOiall  not,  as 
the  gentleman  sidd  he  would  do,  act  in  mere 
self-oefence.  I  shall  carry  the  war  into  Africa. 
I  shall  not  be  content  with  merely  parrying — 
no,  sir — if  I  can,  so  help  me  God,  I  will  tbnut 
also — because  my  right  arm  is  nenrvwl  1^  the 
cause  of  the  people  and  of  my  oonntry.  I  lia- 
tened  to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure — I  mean 
to  the  gener^  course  of  his  remarks.  But  few 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  alluNon  to  new^per  publi- 
cations, I  should  have  begun  in  at  least  as  low 
a  key  and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  be  did.  To 
that  key  I  will  now  pitch  my  voice.  I  have 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  several  dqrs. 
I  requested  my  colleague  Qtx.  AuxJUro— )  to 
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•tate  tbe  oanse  of  that  absence,  vfaioh  he  did. 
Tet  even  this  eoi^d  not  be  reported  correcUy. 
As  this  may  be  the  last  act  of  pnblio  daty 
which  I  shall  be  able  to  perform — at  least,  dar- 
ing the  present  eesdoo—and  as  I  have  given 
np  myself  a  sacrifice  to  its  performance,  I  re- 
spectfnlly  ask  the  Honse  po  give  their  attention 
to  what  I  have  now  to  say.  I  understand  that, 
daring  my  absence,  I  have  been  replied  to  by 
Tarioos  gentlemen,  (some  of  whom  I  have  not 
the  honor  to  know  by  person,)  on  different 
aides  of  the  Honse,  in  a  manner  which  I  do  not 
donbt  was  perfectly  satisfactory — at  least,  to 
ttie  ^teakers  themsielves.  I  certainly  do  not 
wish  to  disturb  their  ■elfHMmpIacency,  da  mini- 
ffl»  non  curat,  whether  of  persons  or  of  things. 
The  gentleman  ftom  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance,)  with 
that  blunt  plfdnness  and  candor  which,  I  am 
told,  belongs  to  him,  and  which  I  admire  in 

Sroportion  as  they  are  rare  qualities  in  these 
ays — I  like  him  the  better  for  his  sarly  hon- 
est:r — I  hope  he  will  take  no  offence  at  the  term, 
fior  I  can  assure  him  that  none  is  intended— 
ohai|^  me,  in  my  absence,  (so  my  friends  have 
Inftmned  me,)  with  what  I  believe  he  wonld 
not  hentate  to  have  ohar^  to  my  face,  and  to 
•which  1  have  no  oljeoUon,  except  to  tbe  au- 
thority on  which  he  relied ;  but  I  protest 
ag^st  any  gentleman's  producing,  as  proof  of 
what  I  have,  at  any  time,  said,  a  newspaper,  or 
any  thing  purporting  to  be  a  Register  of  De- 
bates, nmess  I  endorse  IL  and  more  particular-, 
ly  remarks  drawn  from  the  debate?  of  another 
body,  which,  in  regard  to  me,  are  particularly 
unfaithful.  I  shall  show  to  the  House,  not 
snch  matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
eetta  stirred,  to  the  injur  of  every  moral  sense, 
of  every  moral  being.  I  shall  rraer  to  a  mat- 
ter of  recent  notoriety :  lhat  will  test  the  cor- 
rectness of  these  reportsL  In  the  debate  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  SouUi  Caro- 
lina, (Mr,  Hamilton,)  respecting  a  picture  of 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  I  did  state,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  I  could  articnlate,  that  I  had  seen  a 
monument  erected  to  tbe  memory  of  Andre, 
the  British  Spy,  in  Westminster  Abbey ;  that 
it  was  mutilated — the  head  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  arm  (I  think)  of  Andre,  -  having 
been  broken  off.  The  General's,  most  proba- 
bly, by  some  Tory  boy  from  the  neighboring 
ecliool  of  Westminster,  and  that  of  Andre, 
probably,  by  some  Whig  boy,  in  retaliation. 
The  name  of  Hamilton  did  not  escape  my  lips. 
I  thought,  Indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  was  of  a 
living  Hamilton — ^the  gentleman  from  South 
GaroTina — but,  then,  parliamentary  usage  does 
not  permit  us  to  speak  of  one  another  by  name. 
Now,  sir,  1  can  show  you,  on  the  same  author- 
ity which  was  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio — though  I  acknowledge  that  the  reports 
of  that  paper,  bo  far,  at  least,  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, have  generally  been  more  accurate  this 
year,  than  I  have  for  a  long  time  known  them 
to  be  before — that  I  am  represented  as  saying, 
that  the.  mopuments  in  Westminster  Abbey 
were  mutilated  in  the  aome  manner  as  the 
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tombs  of  Hamilton  and  Washington  haA  beea 
mutilated  here.   The  word  tomb  never  escaped 
my  lips  on  that  occafflon.   Sir,  this  wonld  have 
been  a  palpable  falsehood.   Where  is  tbe  tomb 
of  Washington?    There  is  no  snch  thing  in 
this  country,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  a  tomb 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  HamStcn ; 
bnt  I  suppose  that  the  neit  tiling  we  shall  bear 
will  be,  that  the  Qnarterly,  or  some  other  R«- 
view,  comes  oat,  and  obserres  with  a  eastr, 
that,  as  Roger  Sherman  sud  the  vote  was  Oa 
monument,  so  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  had, 
by  a  speech  in  Congress,  bnilt  np  a  tomb  fer 
Washington — a  *'  constructive  **  tomb,  that  ex- 
isted nowhere  but  in  his  eccentric  imaMnatioB. 
Sir,  the  tombs  of  Washington  and  of  UamihaB 
might  stand  anywhere  in  this  conntry  unec- 
cl<»6d — they  might  indeed  be  liable  to  injury 
from  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  from  some  in- 
vidious foreigner,  but  the  hand  of  no  Amerieaa 
wonld  ever  mutilate  them.   Sir,  in  the  course 
of  another  debate,  it  seems  that  I  rendered  to  i 
gentleman  from  New  York  ^r.  Storbs)  tha 
homage  wUeh  his  abilities  deserved — and  God 
forbid  that  the  time  should  ever  arrive  what  I 
reftise  to  do  justice  to  an  adversarv — ^when  I 
shall  disparage  any  merit,  because  it  is  fami 
in  the  person  of  an  opponent.    Whoi  tiitt 
time  shall  arrive,  may  I  never  receive  merqr 
from  that  fonntain  of  it  to  whicdt  alone  we  lu 
must  look,  if  we  hope  for  forgiveness  hereafter. 
I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him,  pronounce  a 
palinodia,  neither  am  I  now  going  to  pronouncea 
palinodia  in  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.   I  shall  not  take  back  one  Jot  of  praise 
bestowed  upon  him.   With  whatever  views  he 
introdaced  it,  the  doctrine  has  always  bees 
nune— the  striet  subordination  of  the  military 
to  the  dvil  authority — scripture  la  ecriptnr^ 
by  whom,  or  for  whatever  purpose  it  may  be 
quoted.  I  know  nothing  of  the  private  luunli 
of  that  gentleman,  (Ur.  Stobbs,)  but  I  know 
tbat  he  has  too  much  good  taste  not  to  agree 
with  me,  that  time  may  be  much  better  spent 
than  in  reading  the  Documents  piled  np  hm. 
Yet,  in  the  report  of  that  debate,  I  was  repre- 
sented as  saying,  that,  like  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  I  did  not — what?  pronounce  a 
palinodia  f    No,  sir,  not  at  all — ^but,  that,  like 
nim,  I  did  not  read  the  Documents^   Sir,  no- 
body reads  the  Documents,  for  this  plain  rea- 
son, that  no  man  can  read  them — and  if  he 
could,  he  conld  hardly  be  worse  emi^t^ed. 
Sir,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Doctunents  an 
printed  that  tliey  may  he  ininted,  not  that 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  sir,  comes  another  charce,  about 
the  miserable  oppressed  Inhabitants  of  Ireland. 
This  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  me,  by  do 
gentleman  on  the  other  side,  except  a  member 
from  Maryland — from  the  eastern  shore  ^ 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Eebb,)  who  is,  not  only  hj  the 
courtesy  of  this  House,  but  is  in  fact,  a  gentle- 
'  man.  He,  in  Committee  on  the  Rules  sod 
\  Ordera  of  the  Bouse,  expressed  to  me  his  as- 
tonishment  that  what  I  said  on  diat  occason 
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oould  have  been  so  much  misanderatood  and 
misrepreseoted — HhaX,  he  heard  me  most  dis- 
tinctly. I  now  call  on  any  member  who  nn- 
derstood  me  differently,  at  the  time,  to  rise  in 
his  place  and  say  so.  [Here  Mr.  R.  paased  for 
reply.  None  being  giveD,  and  some  friends 
haviDg  siud  across  the  seats,  that  no  member 
could  or  wonld  say,  that  he  had  anderstood 
Hr.  B.  as  he  had  been  misrepresented,  Hr.  R. 
Tent  on.]  Withont  meaning  to  plead  to^-that 
1^  vithont  meaning  to  admit,  the  Jarisdiction 
of  the  press,  in  the  extent  whioh  it  arrogates 
to  itself,  I  am  perfectly  senrible  that  no  man  is 
above  pnblio  opinion.  Qod  forbid  ihat  any 
man  in  this  country  shall  ever  be  able  to  brave 
it — end  I  regret  that  any  one  shoold  have  sop- 

tosed  me  o^iable  of  ottering  such  sentiments, 
o  far  from  it,  I  have  been  the  steady,  firm, 
constant,  and  strenaons  advocate,  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  ability,  of  the  oppressed  jwople  of 
Ireland.  And  why  f  For  the  reason  I  stated 
on  a  former  occasion.  They  fought  our  bat- 
tles, sir.  I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of 
them.  Some  of  them  have  been — tbey  are 
dead ;  and  othera  are  living,  among  my  warmest 
ikienda  and  best  neighbors.  In  Im  course  of  a 
Botnneventftd  life,  ihave  seen  many  things,  bnt 
I  have  yet  to  see  timtrara  ovum  terrk  ■■  I  have 
■een  a  black  swan — an  Irish  Tory.  I  have 
known  toriee  of  every  description.  Yes,  sir, 
and  some  even  In  Virginit^^ven  we  had  a  fvw 
of  them  during  the  revolution,  bnt  too  few  to 
^ve  us  any  trouble  or  alarm—but  I  never  have 
yet  seen  an  Irish  Tory,  or  the  man  who  had 
6een  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I 
don't  read  gentlemen's  speeches,  and  uten  come 
here  to  answer  them.  But  I  am  extremely 
pleased,  nay,  flattered,  in  the  highest  degree,  at 
bung  told  by  my  friends,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  attributed,  in  lUs  speedi,  so  mnoh  to 
my  efforts  in  brining  the  Administration  to  its 
jffesent  lank  and  lean  condition.  The  neutl&- 
man  could  not  have  pleased  me  better--I  (mly 
fear  that,  with  all  his  bluntness  and  frankness, 
the  genUeman  was  not  quite  sincere,  and  was 
only  adonUng  me  with  fillets  and  garlands,  like 
the  priests  of  the  sacrifice  of  yore,  previous  to 
knocking  me,  and  with  me,  the  party  whom  he 
strives  to  wound,  through  my  sides,  on  the 
head.  He  was  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  head, 
of  what  has  lieen  denominated  the  Opposition 
party  in  this  House ;  bnt  at  its  head,  or  that  of 
any  other  party  in  this  House,  he  will  never 
find  me,  for  reasons  which  X  could  state,  bnt 
whioh  are  wholly  nnneeesaary.  Times  are  in- 
deed changed  with  the  gratleman  and  his 
friends,  when  th^  h^d  this  language  oonoem- 
Ing  me.  Bnt  a  UtUe  while  ago,  and  the  friends 
the  Administration,  nay,  the  members  of 
the  Administration,  affected  to  consider  me  as 
<me  of  their  firm^  props^  They  conM  not, 
hideed,  vote  for  ne — ^they  were  men  too  nice 
in  their  principle  for  that :  but,  considering  the 
great  benefit  which  they  derived  from  my  op- 
poritixHi,  they  oould  not  (except  for  the  honor 
c(  the  ooniitir)  regret      r»-etoctioa.  Amia> 
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ble  and  excellent  men  I  But  they  now  sing  to 
a  very  different  gamut.  H  any  gentleman  wiU 
bring  against  me  any  allegation,  from  a  clean 
and  respectable  sonree,  I  will  do  one  of  two 
things — I  will  either  deny  it,  or  admit  it,  and 
defend  it  upon  my  views  and  priociplee.  Sir, 
it  seems  I  committed  a  great  offence  in  not  vot- 
ing for  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into 
the  Union,  and  especially  of  Ohio.  Yet,  sir,  if 
the  ^ng  were  to  do  over  again,  I  shonld  act 
precisely  in  the  same  manner,  and  past  ■experi- 
ence wonld  teach  me  I  was  right.  What  were 
the  new  States!  Vast  deserts  d  woods,  in- 
habited by  the  aborii^ee,  to  whom,  if  we 
come  to  the  qnestim  of  right,  they  did  of  right 
belong ;  and  it  was  a  question  whether  sound 
policy  would  dictate  that  we  ongfat,  by  crea- 
ting these  States,  to  encourage  sparse  settle- 
ments, and  thereby  to  weaken  our  frontier.  I 
thought  this  was  bad  policy.  Kot  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  very  dense  popidation.  I  am  against 
the  rabble  of  your  ^reat  cities,  but  I  am  equal- 
ly opposed  to  having  a  land  without  inhab- 
itants. But,  dr,  I  bad  other  reasons — prantiora 
mcment — Does  die  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with 
all  his  laudable  pn^udioe  and  partiality  towards 
his  own  State,  tnink  that  I,  aa  a  Virginian,  fee- 
ing at  least  equal  prejudice  and  partiality  to 
my  native  land  with  that  which  he  feds  for 
his  State,  wonld  lend  my  sanction  to  an  act  on 
tiie  part  of  Vir^nia,  which  b^jgars  every  in- 
stance of  fatid^  and  foWj  octant  in  the  history 
of  nations  f  Why,  sir,  the  knight  of  La  Han- 
oha  himself  or  poor  old  liCar  in  the  play,  never 
was  guilty  of  a  groeser  act  of  fatuity  than  was 
the  State  of  Viiv^a,  when  she  committed  that 
saicidal  deed — the  surrendering  of  her  immense 
territory  beyond  the  River  Ohio,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  of  excluding  her  own  citizens 
from  its  benefit,  when  the  eonnti7  (yielded  for 
the  comnum  good  of  the  Confederacy)  should 
oome  to  be  settled.  Tea,  ur,  It  was  an  act 
suicide — of  political  suicide— tiie  effects 
which  she  has  felt,  and  will  continue  to  feel,  so 
long  as  she  has  any  political  existence  at 
Sir,  this  was  one  of  those  amialtte  and  philan- 
thropic acts  of  legislation,  which,  however 
good  in  point  of  intention,  lead  to  the  most 
diaastrons  and  ruinous  conseqnences.  Oah  the 
gentiemau  from  Ohio  conceive  that  I,  a  Vir> 
ginian,  could  farther  this  out-throat  policy! 
Sir,  I  thonght  the  Ohio  a  well-defined  natural 
boundary,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  weaken  by 
extendinii  our  frontier.  The  late  war  verified 
my  fbresif^t.  Whom  have  I  iqfuiedf  The 
nmve  savagea  and  the  trees,  or  the  States  that 
have  been  drained  of  thdr  population  to  fill 
ont  Ohio  f  Sir,  I  offered  no  wrong  to  the  pecv 
pie  of  Ohio :  for  there  were  then  none  to  in- 
jure. They  have  ^ne  there,  or  have  been 
bom  since.  Sir,  this  was  the  head  and  front 
of  my  offending,"  and,  if  the  gentieman  has 
his  apparatus  roidy,  I  am  prepared  to  under^ 
any  form  of  execution  which  his  humanity  will 
allow  him  to  inflict,  or  which  even  his  Justioe 
nuqravard* 
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The  KCQtleman  from  Ifassachosetts  oannot 
expect  that  I  shall  follov  him  through  his  elab- 
orate det^  of  the  diplomatic  expensea  of  this 
Government.  The  Honse,  however,  will  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  that  were  was  a  hiatoa — 
tdlde  deJlendiUy  I  do  not  doobt>,  but  oertidnlr 
not  deeply  lamented  \j  me— a  hiatus  which 
embraoea  the  whole  period  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  If  r.  Jefferson.  I  am  not  going  into  the 
qnesUon  of  these  expenses ;  I  will  stir  no  sacfa 
matter.  Demands  which  have  do^ed  &e 
doors  of  the  TreasnrT'  so  long  and  so  perseTer- 
ingly  as  that  they  have  been  at  length  allowed, 
some  from  motives  of  policy,  others  to  get  rid 
of  importnoate  and  sturdy  be^^a — although 
they  were  disallowed  under  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration.  But,  sir,  if  every  claim  that 
gets  through  this  House,  or  is  allowed  by  this 
Government,  after  years  of  importunity,  (some 
of  them  of  thirty  years'  standing,)  is  for  that 
reason  considered  \(j  the  gentleman  as  a  jost 
diUin,  and  fit  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notions  of  Jastice,  and  of  sonud  precedent,  dif- 
fer greatly  from  his.  I,  too,  inr,  am  as  much 
opposed  as  he  can  be  to  what  is  truly  called 
the  prodigality  of  parsimony.  The  gentleman 
thinks  the  salaries  of  our  foreign  Ministers  are 
too  low,  and  therefore,  that  they  must  be  eked 
out  by  these  allowances  from  the  contingent 
fbnd— OQt  of  what  is  called  the  secret  service 
money.  The  gentleman  is  right  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  fund.  It  was  appointed,  and 
perhaps  properly,  for  Washington  was  to  be 
the  first  who  was  chained  witli  its  disburse- 
ment  Bnt,  sir,  onr  early  Presidents  always 
made  it  a  p<rint  of  honor  to  return  this  fund 
vntonehed.  They  add  to  the  nation.  You 
trusted  me  with  your  purse,  1  have  had  no  oc- 
casion to  use  it,  here  tt  is ;  count  the  money ; 
Uiere  is  as  much  by  tale  and  as  much  by 
weight,  as  I  received  from  yon — bnt  was  it 
ever  dreamt,  that  such  a  fund  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  fbruisb  him  with  the  means  of  re- 
warding his  favorites?  No,  sir ;  it  was  to  pay 
those  wfuters  and  cfaambermuds,  and  eves- 
droppers,  and  parasites,  and  panders,  that  the 
gentleman  told  us  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water — and  there  it  might  be  all  very  right 
and  proper — bnt  not  here,  sir,  because  we  flat- 
ter onrselves,  that  the  state  of  morals  in  this 
coontry  ia  snch  as  to  eave  ns  from  any  sach  ne- 
oessity.  No  gentleman  would  understand  him 
as  apMking  of  the  sums  which  had  been  placed 
at  ^e  disposal  of  different  Preddents,  to  a  vast 
amount,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  &c. ;  bnt  of  that  amonnt 
At  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  secret  ser- 
vice  money.  Mr.  Jeffereon  used  a  small  por- 
tion of  this  fimd  one  year,  to  pay  some  expense 
in  relation  to  Burr's  conspiracy,  which  was 
not  allowed  at  the  Treasury.  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  old  billiard  table,  which  is  sud  to  have 
cost  some  fifty  dollars,  it  is  a  subject  I  should 
never  have  mentioned.  I  consider  that  game 
M  a  healthy,  manly,  rational  mode  of  mmabf 


when  the  weather  is  such  as  to  ooofine  os 
within  doors.   I  shall  certainly  never  join  it 
any  cant  or  clamor  ag^nst  iL    I  look  np<m  it 
as  a  suitable  piece  of  furniture  in  the  bobse  tt 
any  gentleman  who  can  afford  it,  where  it  m 
allowed  by  law,  as  it  is  here  and  tbnm^Met 
the  State  of  Uwylaod ;  and  I  shonid  be  sony 
if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  and  iaafr- 
cent  amnsement.   If  I  have  any  objeetko  ts 
tiiat  item,  it  is  that  such  a  pitifol  article  aboaU 
have  been  bought.   I  would  hsTe  fpveo  faiia 
one  that  cost  five  hundred  doUam,  and  I  woidd 
have  voted  the  appropriation  witli  cheerfct 
ness.   Hy  objection  to  soch  a  charge,  is,  tkjl 
it  is  a  shabby  affair,  and  looks  too  much  like  t 
sneaking  attempt  to  propitiate,  by  the  cb^- 
ness  of  the  thing,  popular  displeasure.  7w 
attempt  to  keep  the  thing  out  of  si^t,  onlj 
makes  the  matter  still  worse.    I  do  not  chargt 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  with  ai^ 
snch  intention,  bnt  thia  seems  to  me  to  be  tw 
small  a  matter.  I  wonld  strike  at  fairer  gna 
The  gentleman  from  Kassachnsetta  says  tittf 
FranUin  received  a  higher  comp«uatioo  tba 
Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministera  of  tbeae  tiniei 
He  did,  sir ;  and  what  was  the  answer  whicfa 
that  shrewd  and  senuble  man  gave  (for  Poor 
Richard  had  always  an  eye  to  the  main  chance) 
when  his  accounts  were  scrutinized  into,  sai 
bia  receipts  were  deemed  exorbitant?    It  was 
this,  sir :  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  tiiat 
treadeth  out  the  com.   The  very  answer,  sii^ 
that  I  myself  gave  in  Morrison^s  Hotel,  in  Dub- 
lin, to  a  squireen  and  an  agent    For  a  descrip- 
tion of  these  varieties  of  the  plagnes  at  Ire- 
land, see  Miss  Edgeworth — deligntfnl,  ingenio«^ 
charming,  sensible,  witty,  inimitaUe,  thowb 
not  uoimitated,  Miss  Edgeworth.    When  m- 
scribing  the  misery  of  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland,  that  I  had  lately  trav^ed  over,  I  was 
asked.  And  what  wonld  you  do,  pray,  rir,  ftr 
tlie  relief  of  Ireland?  with  an  air  that  none 
bnt  Miss  Edgeworth  can  d^cribe,  and  that  no 
one  that  has  not  been  in  Ireland  can  conceiT& 
My  reply  was,  I  would  onmnzzle  the  ox  that 
treadeth  out  the  com ;  and  I  had  like  to  hkit 
got  myself  into  a  sad  scrape  by  it,  as  any  one 
who  boa  been  in  Ireland  will  readily  nnder- 
stand.  Yea,  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  give  to  tlw 
honsdeas,  naked,  shivering,  half-starved  IriA 
laborer,  something  like  a  fur  porticm  Oe 
product  of  his  toil,  of  the  produce  (rf  the  land 
on  which  he  breathes,  but  does  not  lire,  to  pot 
victuals  into  his  stomach,  dotiies  upon  mi 
back,  and  somethiog  like  a  honse  over  his  head, 
instead  of  the  wretdied  pig-sty,  that  b  now  hii 
only  habitation — shelter  it  is  none;  and  tUs 
was  just  the  last  remedy  that  an  Irish  agent  or 
middle  man,  or  tythe-proctor,  or  tbeeotee, 
would  prescribe  or  submit  to. 

Bat,  sir,  to  return.  **  These  salaries  are  too 
small."  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentlemio. 
lliere  is  one  touchstone  of  such  a  queetion— it 
is  tiie  avidity  with  which  those  dtnatkns  an 
sought— I  will  not  8^  by  membcn  of  tidi 
House— we  are  hardly  deemed  of  mSikak 
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"ank  to  fill  them.  Sir,  bo  long  as  these  foreign 
nissions  are  sought  with  avidity — so  long  as 
nembers  of  Congress,  and  not  of  this  House 
>iily,  or  chiefly,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  and 
luck,  and  fawn,  and  get  out  <^  the  way  at  a 
>inching  Tote,  or  leDcl  a  helping  hand  at  a 
nnobing  vote,  to  obtain  these  puoeai,  I  never 
rill  consent  to  enlarge  the  salary  attached  to 
diem.  Small  as  the  gratleman  tells  ns  these 
talaries  are,  I  will  take  it  on  me  to  say,  that 
ixey  are  three  times  as  great  as  tiie  net  pro- 
ceeds of  his  estate,  made  by  any  planter  on  the 
Roanoke.  Bnt,  then,  we  are  told  that  they 
.ive  at  St.  Petsrsbnrg  and  London,  and  that 
.iving  there  is  very  ei^nsive.  Well,  sir,  who 
lent  them  there?  Who  pressed  them  to  go 
there  ?  Were  they  impressed,  sir  t  Were  they 
taken  by  a  press  gang,  on  Tower  Hill,  knock^ 
iown,  han(U!i^e^  chndced  on  board  of  a  ten- 
der, and  told  that  they  most  take  the  pay  and 
rations  which  his  Mi^esty  was  pleased  to  allow  1 
N'o  each  thing,  sir.  I  will  now  qnit  this  sab- 
jeot,  and  say  only  this,  that  onr  Minister  (Mr. 
Adams)  was  paid  for  a  constmctive  joomey — 
that,  I  think,  is  the  phrase — which  meaos  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  uian  a  Jonmey  which  was 
never  performed. 

FHere  Mr.  Etebxtt  made  a  gesture  of  dissent.] 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Sir,  we 
aball  see  more  of  this  hereafter,  bnt  I  will  rea- 
son only  hypothetically.  If  the  gentleman  in 
qneation,  wnile  he  remained  at  St.  Peters- 
bnrg,  could  make  the  jonmej  impoted  to  him, 
it  beats  the  fiamoBS  jonmey  from  Mexico  to 
Taoabaya,  as  far  as  some  distance,  however 
email,  exceeds  no  distance  whatever.  Sir,  if  a 
gentleman  from  Washington  goes  to  George- 
town, or  to  Alexandria,  yes,  sir,  or  to  Bladens- 
bnrg,  I  will  acknowledge  that  he  performs,  at 
least  in  some  sense,  a  sort  of  Journey.  Bat  not 
if  he  remains  in  tiiis  city,  and  never  stirs  out 
of  it.  However,  I  will  not  now  press  this 
matter  further— others  will  do  more  Justice  to 
it— 4i«  mmimU  turn  eurat. 

Faalo  Bujora  canuaaa. 

There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down 
while  the  gentleman  was  speaking,  and  which 
I  cannot  pass  by.  Who  that  gentleman  was, 
deB(u1bed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
who  proposed  to  him  that,  if  he  would  move 
to  ntise  these  salaries,  that  gentleman  would 
Join  with  him  and  support  him,  I  cannot  con- 
jecture or  divine.  Be  he  who  he  may,  I  will 
venture  to  say  this  mach.  He  is  some  gentle- 
man who  expects  to  be  sent  upon  some  mis- 
sion himself,  and,  with  great  forecast  and  pm- 
dence,  he  was  calculating  to  throw  upon  the 
present  Administrataon,  beforehand,  all  the 
odium  of  the  increase  of  the  salary  which  he 
hoped  to  finger.  I  am  disposed  to  be  more  just 
to  the  genUeman  and  to  the  Administration, 
because!  believe  th^  he  will  get  fliU  aa  much 
as  he  may  deserve,  and  tiliej  have  full  as  much 
weight  as  they  can  oaitj,  without  adding  to 
it  another  &ather. 


The  gentleman,  with  much  gravity,  with 
some  dexterity,  and  with  great  plausibility,  but 
agunst  certain  principles  which  I  have  held  in 
this  House,  a&  oto,  and  whidi  I  shall  continue 
to  hold,  utqtie  ad  moZo,  till  I  leave  the  feas^ 
spoke  of  the  headlong  ocnnmencMuent  of  the 
Opposition,  before  the  Administration  ooold 

give  reasonable  cause  of  discontent  Sir,  I 
ave  now  no  ^alinodia  to  sing  or  to  chant 
upon  that  subject  I  drew  my  condosions 
from  that  fountain  which  never  failed  an  ob- 
serving and  a  sagacious  man,  and  which,  even 
the  simple  and  inexperienced  (and  I  among  the 
rest)  may  drink  at — it  Is  nature  and  hnman  life. 
I  saw  distinctiy,  from  the  beginning,  that  if 
we  permitted  this  Administration — if  we  lis- 
tenea  to  those  who  cried  to  na,  "  Wait,  wait, 
there  is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  air,  tiiere 
alwaya  is  a  Hon  in  the  path,  to  the  dnggard, 
and  to  the  dastard,)  and  which  cry  was  second- 
ed, no  doubt,  by  many  who  wished  to  know 
how  tiie  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port— 
on  which  ^de  victory  would  incline,  before 
they  sounded  their  horn  of  triumph — if  we  had 
thus  wuted,  sir,  the  situation  of  the  country 
wonld  have  been  very  different  A-om  what  it 
is  now.  Sir,  there  was  a  great  race  to  be  run 
— ^if  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  iUnstration 
from  a  sport  to  which  I  have  been  much  ad- 
dicted— one  in  which  all  the  gentlemen  in  Vir- 
ginia, when  we  had  gentiemen  in  Virginia,  de- 
lighted, and  of  which  I  am  yet  very  fond— -I 
mean  from  the  turf^-HUd  it  must  be  lost,  or 
won,  as  the  greatest  race  in  the  country  was 
won— I  mean  the  race  on  Long  Idand,  which  I 
saw,  and  that  was  by  nmning  every  inch  of 
the  ground — by  going  off  at  score — by  follow- 
ing the  policy  of  Pardy.  Pardy,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  sonnd  sense,  and  practical  knowledge — 
a  man  of  common  sense,  I  mean,  and  worth  a 
thousand  of  yoor  old  and  practised  statesmen, 
and  "  premature  "  gentlemen,  who  never  arrive 
at  maturity — and  who,  meaning  to  side  with 
the  next  Administration  in  case  of  oor  success, 
were  nevertheless  resolved  to  get  all  they 
could,  in  the  mean  time,  oot  of  this.  Sir,  to 
one  oi  tiiese  trimming  g«iti7,  it  is  worse  than 
death  to  force  him  to  take  sides  liefbre  a  clear 
indication  of  victory,  and  hence  the  cry  of  its 
being  '*  premature  "  to  stir  the  question  of  the 
next  Presidential  election.  Sir,  if  we  had  set 
off  one  session  later,  we  should  not  have  had 
ground  enough  left  to  mn  upon,  to  overtakCL 
and  pasa,  and  beat  them,  before  they  would 
have  passed  the  winning  post,  and  pocketed 
the  stakes.  Such  would  have  been  the  effect, 
if  we  had  delayed  our  push,  and  I  know  no 
one  that  would  have  enjoyed  the  result,  an^ 
chuckled  at  our  folly  with  more  hearty  ^lee, 
than  one  of  these  same  old  and  practised 
statesmen.  [Here  somethmg  was  sua  which 
our  reporter  did  not  hear,  rad  to  which  Kr. 
Etbbett  was  understood  to  reply,  that  he  had 
not  stated  it  as  his  sentiment,  but  aa  a  &ct.]  I 
hog  the  gentleman's  pardon ;  I  never  was  mis- 
represented by  hinif  I  never  will  misrepresent 
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him,  unless  I  misunderstand  him.  Bat  I  won> 
der  it  never  occurred  to  the  gentleman  from 
IfasBftohnsetts  what  conld  be  the  cause  why 
inch  a  hue  and  cry  shonld  be  raised  against  an 
Administration  bo  very  able,  (permit  me  in 
this,  howevOT,  to  differ  from  Uie  geotlemen,  de 
ffuimut  non  e$Q  vfaat,  I  say,  oould  have  been 
the  canse  why  ActtDon  and  all  his  hounds,  or, 
rather,  why  the  dogs  of  war  were  let  slip 
against  this  wise,  and  able,  and  virtuous,  aud 
loving  Administration ;  these  patterns  of  politi- 
cal friendship  and  consistency ;  and  have  con- 
tinued to  pnrsue  them,  till  they  lie  panting  and 
gasping  for  breath  on  the  highway — until  they 
realize  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  hare  and 
many  friends.  The  canse  of  all  this  is  to  be  i 
fonnd  in  the  manner  in  whidi  they  came  into 
power— the  cause  trf  this  "  prematnre  "  oppo- 
rition  lies  there,  and  there  mdnly.  I  would 
defy  all  the  public  presses  in  the  world  to  have 
brought  them  to  this  pan,  had  there  not  been 
ft  taint  of  original  sin  m  th^  body  politic,  aud 
which  cleaves  to  them  even  as  the  sin  of  our 
first  parents  taints  oar  &lleu  nature,  And  cleav- 
eth  to  us  ell.  The  gentleman  refers  to  those 
who  compose  the  pwty  called  the  Opposition, 
and  says,  it  is  formed  of  very  discordant  mate- 
rials. IVue,  sir ;  but  what  are  the  materials  of 
the  party  which  npholds  the  Admiuietration? 
Nay,  of  the  Administration  itself?  Are  they 
perfectly  homogeneous !  I  know  one  of  tbem 
—who  has  been  raised  to  a  higher  station  than 
most  men  in  this  country — was  that  because  he 
opposed,  or  because  he  espoused  the  election 
m  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  ?  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  what  could 
cause  the  old  B^nblican  party  in  New  Eng- 
land— the  worthy  successors  of  John  Langdon 
—to  be  now  found  acting  with  usf  They 
know — ^bnt  perhe^  some  in  this  House  do  not 
know — ^tbey  know  that  the  Southern  interest  Is 
as  much  their  natural  ally,  in  protecting  tliera 
against  an  overweening  tuigarchy  at  home,  as 
l^gland  is  the  natural  ally  of  Portugal,  against 
the  power  of  Spain  and  France ;  and  though 
they  left  us  for  a  time,  yet  now,  apprehending 
danger,  and  seeing  throngh  the  artifices  of  their 
betrayer,  they  have  returned  to  ns,  their  old, 
natural,  and  approved  dlles.  Sir,  have  not  the 
Administration,  as  well  as  the  Opposition,  ways 
and  means  and  funds  in  their  hands,  to  obtain 
influence  and  buy  snccess?  Have  they  not  the 
whole  of  the  great  mass  of  patronage  in  their 
hands  t  But  the  gentleman  says  that,  so  far 
from  taking  care  of  their  adherents,  they  have 
been  too  hberal  in  beetowing  this  upon  their 
enemies:  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  this. 
An  ancient  apothegm  tells  ns  that  it  is  better 
to  Jndge  between  two  of  yonr  enemies  than  be- 
tween two  of  your  friends.  In  the  one  case 
jou  are  almost  sure,  your  decision,  to  make 
a  friend,  and  hi  the  otho:,  to  lose  me.  Kow, 
sir,  oar  able  and  practised  statesmen  know, 
tibatf  by  giving  a  I<»if  and  a  fish  to  an  enemy, 
they  make  a  friend,  when,  by  giving  them  to 
ODA  of  their  friends^  they  mJ^t  alsobuge  anoth- 


er,  who  mi^t  think  his  claims  dieparajwd 
and  that,  rir,  is  the  whcde  secret  of  fhm 
n^lecting  their  fi'iends. 

Penult  me,  rir,  agidn  to  ask,  how  cones  it 
that  this  Adminishatitm  ore-brought  into  tbor 
present  very  curions  and  unprecedented  predw- 
amentt   How  happens  it  that  they  alone,  of 
all  the  Administr^ons  which  hare  been  is 
this  country,  find  themselves  in  the  minority  ■ 
each  House  of  Congress,  when  the  very  worri 
of  their  predecessors  kept  a  m^iority  tin  mid- 
night on  the  8d  or  tiie  4tb  of  March,  whichrm 
you  may  please  to  call  it  ?  Why,  sir,  under  Um 
Administration  to  which  I  allude,  there  wm 
none  oi  those  compunctions  risitings  na- 
ture, at  the  attacks  made  on  private  character. 
We  had  no  diapter  of  Lamentations  then,  oa 
the  ravaging  and  desolating  war  on  the  fiar 
fame  of  ul  uie  wise,  virtuous,  and  good  «f  am 
land.   The  notorious  Peter  PorcnpiDC^  sisee 
even  better  known  as  William  Oobbett,  wai 
the  especial  prot^  of  that  Administratiiffi.  I 
heard  them  say — I  do  not  mean  the  headrf 
that  Administration,  but  one  of  its  leaden- 
that  he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  world; 
and  I  do  not  know,  su-,  that,  in  point  of  sfacv 
natural  endowment,  he  was  so  very  far  vroag. 
Yes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Oobbett,  who,  if  tbe 
late  publicatifflis  may  be  trusted,  now  says  thst 
Mr.  Adams  has  fifteen  hundred  slaves  m  Tir- 
f^nia.  Sir,  was  there  any  alandw  too  vile,  too 
base,  fin-  that  man  to  famioatet   I  remeoibcr 
well  the  nick-names  under  which  ve  passed— 
yes,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we,  althongfa 
humblest  in  the  ranks.    Mr.  Gallatin  was 
CiTOTON  GriLLonin,  with  U  petit  fenitre  m- 
twnal^  at  his  back.    My  excellent  and  able 
colleague,  Mr.  Nicholas— one  of  the  ourest  and 
most  pious  of  men,  who  afterwards  removed  to 
the  State  of  Kew  Tork,  and  was  a  model  of 
republican  virtue  uid  simplicity  that  migbt 
have  adorned  the  beat  days  of  Sparta  or  RtMsa 
— h&  sir,  having  the  mirfortnne  to  lose  an  eyc^ 
was  held  up  to  ridicule  as  PoLYPHsairs.  Too 
are  shocked     tiiis,  ur,  but  let  me  tell  yon  that 
it  was  only  a  little  innocent,  harmless,  fedeni 
wit— and  the  author  was  the  eapedal  prouM 
of  '^Govmiment"  and  its  adherents.  ^ 
chuckled  over  the  Porcupine.   To  that  psr^ 
the  present  incumbent  then  belonged — and  so- 
other member  of  this  pure  A£ninistratioa, 
My  venerable  firiend  from  North  Carolina,  wu 
MoKsnuB  Maqoh,  with  a  cedilla  under  tne  a 
to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frenchmsn.  I 
forget  the  cognomen  of  the  learned  gentlman 
from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Livinostoh;)  I  know 
that  he  was  never  spared :  I  remembw  v«II 
my  own  \  I  wish,  sir,  it  was  applicable  now, 
for  I  was  then  a  boy.   Every  sanctuair  th 
invaded.  As  to  Mr.  Jeflferson,  every  eiatbet  of 
vituperatim  was  eihansted  upon  hnn.  H« 
was  an  atheist,  a  Frenchman:  we  wm  iQ 
atheists  and  traitors;  our  names  and  coose^ 
associated  with  the  cannibals  and  cannttMlism 
of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  all 
atrocities,  tiie  most  otrodoos  and  revoltiiisaf 
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which  has  this  day  been  presented  to  the 
House  hy  the  ima^nation  of  the  gentlenum 
from  Massachusetts.  Tea,  sir,  then,  as  now,  a 
^onp  of  horrors  was  pressed  upon  the  poblic 
imagination  to  prop  the  sinking  oanse  of  a  des- 
perate Admiaiatration.  Religion  and  order 
were  to  be  snbverted ;  the  national  debt  to  be 
Bpon^^ ;  and  the  oountrj'  to  be  drenched  in 
its  best  blood  by  Ur.  Jefferson  and  bis  Jacobin 
adheraita.  Eren  good  men,  and  not  unwise 
men,  wore  broagfat  to  beliere  this.  Mr.  Jettae- 
aon  was  elected — and  we  know  what  foUowed. 
Bat  thia^  ^r,  it  may  1>e  said,  was  not  done  by 
onr  own  people — it  was  done  by  foreign  hirelings, 
meroenaties.  Sir,  it  is  not  omy  of  uiis  descnp- 
tioa  of  persons  that  I  speaJc.  It  was  done  m 
the  glorious  days  of  the  Sedition  Law  and  the 
black  cockade,  when  we  foand  in  Grenersl  Bhee 
and  hia  legion,  protection  against  the  Prtetorian 
bands  of  the  AdmiDistration.  These  brave  fel- 
lows vere  many  of  them  Irish  or  German,  and 
moat  of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage, 
chiefly  from  the  Korthem  Liberties,  then  we 
stroDghold  of  repablicanism ;  and,  therefore, : 
branded  with  the  opprobrious  name  of  the 
Fanxbonrg  St  Antoine,  the  most  Jacobin  qaar- 
ter  of  Pana. 

Sir,  I  have  much  to  say,  which  neither  my 
own  wetness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness 
of  this  House,  will  permit  me  now  to  say.  As 
I  have  exonerated  the  principal  in  that  weighty 
affair  of  the  billiard  table,  I  ^so  exonerate  nim 
and  his  lieatenant  from  every  charge  of  colla- 

ekon  ^in  the  first  instance ;  and,  if  it  is  in 

order,  I  will  state  the  reasons  for  ray  opinion. 
Whoa  the  alliance  was  first  patched  np  be- 
tween the  two  great  leaders  of  the  East  and 
Weat,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  the  promotion  of  the  present  inonmbeot  at 
all  in  view.  Sir,  I  apeak  knowingly  as  to  one 
of  these  parties,  and  with  the  highest  decree  of 
moral  probability  of  the  oUier.  Can  it  m  ne- 
cessary that  I  prove  Uiis?  The  thing  proves 
Itself.  The  object  was  to  briog  in  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  compact,  whom  the  constltntion 
enbseqaeoUy  ezdoded,  and  of  course  to  pro- 
vide for  the  other.  A  gentleman,  then  of  this 
House,  was  the  candidate  who,  to  the  last  boor, 
cast  many  a  longing/  althoogh  not  lingering 
look,  with  ontstretohed  neck,  towards  Lou- 
isiana—^uj^Io  qumaita  negatur — to  discover 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  one  npon  the  li^. 
Sir,  it  is  impoerible  that  he  oonld  in  the  first 
instance  bare  looked  to  the  elevation  of  an- 
other, or  have  dedgned  to  promote  the  views 
of  any  man  bnt  in  snbservienoy  to  his  own. 
Sir,  common  sense  forbids  it  Bnt,  sir,  all 
these  oalenlations,  however  skilfnl,  and  Da- 
MotvBi  could  not  have  made  better,  utterly 
fiuled.  Hr.  Grawford  most  obstinately,  and  un- 
reasonably, I  confess,  refused  to  die.  It  was 
certainly  very  disobliging  in  him.  I  saw  him 
before  I  went  abroad,  and  I  thought  it  was  a 
hundred  to  one  that  he  could  not  survive  the 
summer :  he  was  then  dead  to  every  purpose, 
ynblio  or  private.  Louisiana  refused  to  vote 
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as  obstinately  as  Mr.  Crawford  refhsed  to  die; 
and  BO  the  gentleman  was  excluded.  It  was 
then  that  Hr.  Adams  was  first  tf&en  np,  as  a 
pit  aller,  which  we  planters  of  the  Souih 
translate,  a  hand  plant 

Sir,  there  never  was  a  man  who  had  so  much 
cause  as  General  Jackson  has  had  to  say,  "  Save 
me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will  take  care  of  my 
enemies."  Tes,  sir,  he  could  take  care  of  his 
enemies — from  them  he  never  feared  danger; 
bnt  not  of  his  iMends,  at  least  of  some,  whose 
vanity  has  prompted  them  to  conple  their  ob- 
senre  names  wit£  bis ;  and  it  is  because  he  did 
take  care  of  his  enemies,  who  were  his  countryTs 
enemies,  and  for  other  reasons,  which  I  oonld 
state,  Uuit  his  cause  Is  now  espoused  by  that 
gratefol  conn  try.  But  General  Jackson  is  no 
statesman.  Sir,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  instance 
on  record.  In  history,  of  a  man  not  having  mili- 
tary capacity,  being  at  the  head  of  any  Govern- 
ment, with  advantage  to  that  Government,  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  on  this  subject  It  is  not  those  talents 
which  enable  a  man  to  write  books  and  make 
speeofaes,  that  enable  him  to  preside  over  a  Gov- 
ernment The  wittiest  of  poets  has  told  us,  that 

"  All  a  Rhetorician's  Boles 
Teach  onl;  bow  to  name  his  Tools.** 

We  have  seen  Professors  of  Rhetorio,  who 
could  no  doubt  descant  fluently  upon  the  use  o( 
these  add  tools ;  yet  sharpen  them  to  so  wiry 
an  edge  as  to  out  their  own  fingers  with  these 
implements  of  thar  trade.  Sir,  Thomas  A 
Beoket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Sec- 
ond, and,  indeed,  a  braver  man — ^leas  infirm  of 
purpose.  And  who  were  the  J^debrands,  and 
the  rest  of  the  yapil  freebooters^  who  achieved 
victory  after  victory  over  the  proudest  mon- 
aroha  and  States  of  Europe  1  These  men  were 
bronght  np  in  a  cloister,  perhaps,  but  they  were 
endowed  with  the  highest  of  all  the  {^fts  of 
Heaven,  the  capacity  to  lead  men,  whether  in 
the  Senate  or  in  the  field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and 
the  same  fooulty,  and  Its  socceasfol  di^lay  has 
always  received,  and  ever  will  receive,  the 
highest  honors  that  man  can  bestow ;  and  this 
wul  be  the  case,  do  what  you  will,  cant  what 
you  may,  about  military  chieftiuns  and  military 
domination.  So  long  as  a  man  is  a  man,  the 
victorious  defender  of  his  country  will  and 
ought  to  receive,  that  country's  suffrage,  for  all 
that  the  forms  of  her  Government  allow  her  to 
bestow. 

Sir,  a  friend  said  to  me  not  long  rinoe^ 
"Why,  General  Jackson  canH  write"— "ad- 
mitted." (Pray,  sir,  can  yon  tell  me  of  any 
one  that  can  write?  for,  Z  protest,  I  know  no- 
body that  can.)  Then  toming  to  my  friend,  I 
said.  It  is  most  true  that  General  Jackson  can- 
not write,  (not  that  he  can't  write  bis  name,  or 
a  letter,  &c.,)  because  he  has  never  been  taught 
But  his  competitor  cannot  write,  becaase  he 
was  unteachable :  for  he  has  had  every  adven- 
ts of  education  and  study.  Sir,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  the  greate|t  captain  and  negotia- 
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tor  of  his  age — which  was  the  age  of  Loaia 
ZIV. — and  who  may  rank  with  the  greatest 
men  of  any  a^  \  whose  irresistible  manners 
and  address  tnninphed  over  eveiy  obstacle  in 
ootmoil,  as  his  mititarr  proTeas  and  conduct 
did  in  the  field — sir,  Uiis  great  man  coold  not 
even  spell,  and  was  notorioasly  ignorant  of  all 
an  undergraduate  mnst  know ;  bnt  which 
it  is  not  neoessarj  for  a  man  at  the  head  of 
affiure  to  know,  at  all.  Would  70a  have  snper- 
aeded  him  by  some  Scotch  schoolmaster  t  Sir, 
gentlemen  forget  that  it  is  an  able  helmsman 
we  want  for  the  ship  of  State,  and  not  a  pro- 
fessor of  navigation  or  astronomy. 

Sir,  among  tiie  vnlgar  errors  that  onght  to 
go  into  Sir  Thomas  Brown's  book,  this  ought 
not  to  be  omitted ;  that  learning  and  wisdom 
are  aynonymoos,  or  at  all  eqaivalent.  Knowl- 
edge and  wisdom,  as  one  of  our  most  delightful 
poetadngs — 

**  Enovle^  and  wisdom,  far  from  being  one, 
"BxTt  ofttimeB  no  connection — knowle^e  dvdis 
In  heads  replete  with  tbougbts  of  other  men ; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentire  to  their  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  hu  learned  so  much ; 
Wisdom  u  humble  that  he  Icdowb  no  more. 
Books  are  not  seldom  talismans  aod  spells, 

whioh  the  nuwic  art  of  threwder  wits 
Swda  the  nnthinUng  mnlUtnde  enchained.'* 

And  not  hooka  onb-,  rii^-neeohes  are  not 
ksa  deceptive.  Sir,  I  not  only  consider  the 
want  oi  what  is  called  learning  not  to  be  a  dis- 
qnaUfication  tor  the  command  in  chief  in  civil 
or  military  life,  bat  I  do  consider  the  posses- 
ion <^  too  mnch  learning  to  be  of  most  mis- 
ohievons  consequence  to  snch  a  character;  who 
Is  to  draw  from  the  cabinet  of  his  own  saga- 
oioos  mind,  and  to  make  the  learning  of  others, 
or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may  possess, 
subservient  to  his  more  enlarged  and  vigorous 
views.  Such  a  man  was  Cromwell — such  a 
man  was  Washington.  Not  learned,  bnt  wise. 
Their  understandings  were  not  clouded  or 
cramped,  but  had  fair  play.  Their  errors  were 
the  errors  of  men,  not  of  schoolboys  and  ped- 
ants. Sir,  so  for  from  the  want  of  what  is 
called  education  being  a  ver^  strong  objectiw 
to  a  man  at  the  head  of  affairs,  over-educatiou 
oonstltates  a  still  stronger  objection.  [In  the 
oaae  of  a  lady  it  is  fhtal.  Heaven  defend  me 
from  an  over-educated,  accomplished  lady. 
Tes,  sir,  accomplished  indeed,  for  she  is  fin- 
UbeA  for  all  the  duties  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or 
mistress  of  a  family.]  Sir,  we  hear  much  of 
military  usurpation,  of  military  despotism — of 
the  sword  of  a  conqueror-— of  Ciesar — and 
Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte.  What  little  I  know 
of  Roman  history,  has  been  gathered  chiefly 
from  the  snrviving  letters  of  the  great  men  of 
that  day — of  Oioero  eroecially-^nd  I  freely 
confess  to  yon,  that,  if  I  had  then  lived,  and 
been  compelled  to  take  eidea,  I  must,  though 
Tery  reltictantly,  have  sided  vrith  Oeosar,  rather 
than  take  Pompey  for  my  master.  Sir,  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  house  of  Stuart — and  they 
^nese  Jong  enon|^  in  power  to  do  it— to  blaok- 
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en  the  character  of  Cromwell — that  crest,  tai, 
I  mnst  add,  bad  man.  But,  sh-,  the  denl  laa- 
self  Is  not  so  blade  as  be  is  sometamea  paiBted, 
Bnt  who  would  not  ratiber  have  obeyed  Craa- 
well,  tiian  that  self-styled  Parliament,  i4kh 
obtained  a  title  too  indecent  for  me  to  nau^ 
but  by  which  it  is  familiarly  known  and  mo- 
tioned in  all  the  historians,  from  that  to  ths 
day.  Sir,  Cromwell  fell  nndor  a  temptation 
perhwB  too  strong  for  the  nature  of  man  to  re- 
sist— but  he  was  an  angel  of  light  to  ^ther  ei 
the  Stuart» — ^the  one  whom  he  brou^t  to  the 
block ;  or  hu  son,  a  yet  worse  man,  the  black- 
est and  foulest  of  miscreants  tiiat  ever  poUnted 
a  thnme.  It  has  been  the  poUot  <^  tne  bow 
of  Stuart  and  th^  snooeesm — ^it  is  the  pofi? 
of  kings— to  vilify  and  bh^en  the  mnam 
and  character  (tf  CromweU.  But  the  doad  ■ 
rolling  away.  We  no  longer  conrader  JSorae  is 
deserving  of  the  slightest  credit.  Cromwd 
was  "guiltless  oi  his  oountry's  blood.^  Ha 
was  a  uoodless  usurpation.  To  donbt  his  »- 
oerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  snbseqirait  M, 
would  lie  madness — reli^ous  fervor  was  tke 

grevtming  temper  and  fashion  of  the  timfa. 
iromweU  was  a  usurper,  'tis  granted ;  but  i>t 
had  scarcely  any  choice  left  him.  ELis  swwj 
was  every  way  preferable  to  that  miserabfc 
corpse  of  a  Parliament,  that  he  turned  out,  ■ 
a  senUeman  would  tun  off  a  drunken  hnder 
and  his  fiallows,  or  the  pendoned  trrant  that 
succeeded  him — a  dissolute,  depraved  b^otaad 
hypocrite,  who  was  oatwardly  a  Protestaat, 
and  at  heart  a  Papist  He  lived  and  died  oe^ 
wlule  pretending  to  be  a  son  of  the  Church  tif 
England,  aje,  and  swore  to  it,  and  died  a  per- 
jured man.  Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  master,  pn 
me  one  whom  I  can  respect,  rather  than  a  knot 
of  knavish  attorneys.  Sir,  Bonaparte  was  a 
bad  man ;  but  I  would  rather  have  had  Bona- 
parte than  such  a  set  of  corrupt,  intriguing 
public  plunderers  as  he  turned  adrift.  The 
Senate  of  Rome — the  Parliament  of  England— 
"the  Councils  of  Elders  and  of  Yoongsters **— 
the  Lfttislature  of  France— all  made  tbemsrives 
first  ocuous  and  thai  contemptible ;  and  thea 
comes  a  usurper :  and  this  is  the  nafcmial  cad 
of  a  corrupt  civil  Goveniment 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  poaates  gnd. 
learoiog,  combined  with  inveterate  profe6si<Hitl 
habits,  and  who  are  (ipso  facto,  or  perhaps  1 
should  rather  say  ip»U  factia^  for  I  must  q>eik 
accurately,  as  I  speak  liefore  a  Professw)  £>• 
qualified  for  any  but  seoondfu-y  parts  anrwhere 
— even  in  the  Cabinet  Cardinal  Ricbeliea 
was,  what  I  A  priest  Yes,  sir,  but  what  a 
priest!  Ozenstiem  was  a  chanodlor.  He  it 
was  who  sent  his  son  abroad  to  see — ^mm 
^rea  aajtientia  regitur  mufufva— with  how 
uttle  wisdfHn  this  world  is  govenied.  Tloi 
Adndmstration  seemed  to  have  caleolated  that 
even  less  than  that  little  would  do  form.  Tbt 
gentleman  called  it  a  strong,  an  able  OabiDet— 
second  to  none  but  Wasbingt<m*s  first  C^bind 
Sir,  I  could  hardly  look  at  him  for  blushii^ 
What,  sir,  is  Gallatin  at  the  head  of  the  Tnm- 
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nry — ^Madison  in  the  Department  of  State? 
The  mind  of  an  aocomplished  and  an  acnte  dia- 
lecticiaa,  of  an  able  lawyer,  or,  if  yon  please, 
of  a  great  physician,  may,  by  tbe  long  continu- 
ance q{  one  pursuit— of  one  train  of  ideas — 
have  its  habita  so  inveterately  fixed,  as  effectu- 
ally to  disqualify  the  possessor  for  the  com- 
mand ot  the  oonndls  <w  a  country.  He  may, 
nevertheless,  make  an  admirable  <uiief  of  a  bo- 
rean — an  excellent  man  of  details — which  the 
chief  ought  never  to  be.  A  man  may  be  capa- 
ble of  TBftting  an  able  and  ingenious  argument 
on  any  mlgect  within  ttte  sphere  of  bia  knowl- 
edge ;  but,  every  now  and  then  &e  master 
aophUt  will  start,  as  I  have  seen  him  start,  at  the 
monstrous  conclusions  to  which  lus  own  artificial 
reason  had  bronght  himself.  Bnt,  this,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  candor  and 
Jaimess  of  mind.  Sir,  by  words  and  figures  yon 
may  prove  Just  what  you  please ;  bnt  it  often 
and  most  generally  U  the  fiu^  that,  in  proporUon 
as  a  ^Ht^iaBitum  is  locally  or  mathematically 
true,  it  is  politically  and  oommon-senncally  (or 
rather  nonsendeally)  false.  The  talent  which 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  book,  or  make  a 
qieeoh,  has  no  more  relation  to  Uie  leading  of 
an  army  or  Senate,  than  it  has  to  the  dressing 
of  a  dinner.  The  talent  which  fits  a  man  to 
head  a  Government,  is  the  talent  for  tbe  man- 
agement of  men — a  mere  dialectician  never 
had,  and  never  will  have  it :  both  requires  the 
same  d^ee  of  courage,  though  of  different 
kinds.  The  very  highest  decree  of  moral  cour- . 
age  is  required  for  the  dutaes  of  govonment 
I  bare  bean  amused  when  I  have  seen  some 
dialecticians,  after  assorting  their  words — "  the 
counters  of  wise  men,  the  money  fo(^  " — 
after  they  had  IMd  down  their  jpremises.  and 
drawn,  step  by  step,  their  deductions,  sit  down, 
completely  si^sfied,  as  if  the  condusions  to 
which  they  had  brought  themselves  were  really 
the  tmth — as  if  it  were  irrefragably  true.  Bnt 
wait  until  another  cause  is  called,  or  till  another 
court  sits — till  the  bystanders  and  jury  have 
had  time  to  forget  both  argument  and  conclu- 
sion, and  they  will  make  yon  jnst  as  good  an 
argommt  on  the  opposite  side,  and  arrive,  with' 
the  same  oomplaoenoy,  at  a  directly  opposite 
condouon,  and  trius^ant^  demand  your  as- 
sent to  this  new  truth.  Sir,  it  is  their  business 
—I  do  not  blame  them.  I  only  say  that  such 
a  habit  of  mind  mifits  men  for  action,  for  de- 
cision. They  want  a  client  to  decide  which 
side  to  take;  and  the  really  great  man  per- 
forms that  ofSoe  for  them.  This  habit  unfits 
them  for  government  in  the  first  degree.  The 
talent  for  government  lies  in  these  two  things 
— sagacity  to  perceive,  and  decision  to  act. 
Genuine  statesmen  were  never  made  such  by 
mere  traimng ;  edncation  will  form  good  busi- 
ness men — nateunter  nonjiunt.  The  maxim 
(pa»ciUr  non  Jil)  is  as  tme  of  statesmen  as  it  is 
of  poets.  Sir,  let  a  house  lie  on  fire,  yon  will 
soon  see  in  that'coafhsion  who  has  the  talent 
to  command.  Let  a  ship  be  in  danger  at  sea, 
and.  ordinary  sabordination  destroyed,  and  yon 
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will  immediately  make  the  same  discovery. 
The  ascendency  of  mind  and  of  character  exists 
and  rises  as  naturally  and  as  Inevitably,  where 
there  is  free  play  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find 
tiieir  level  by  gravitation.  Thus  a  ^eat  diplo- 
matic, like  a  certain  animal,  oscillating  be- 
tween the  hay  on  difi^nt  udes  of  him,  wants 
some  power  from  wiUiout,  hef^  he  can  dedda 
from  which  bundle  to  make  triaL  Who  be- 
lieves tiiat  Washitu^n  could  write  as  good  a 
book  or  report  as  Jefferson,  or  make  as  able  a 
speech  as  Hamilton}  Who  is  tiiere  that  be- 
lieves that  Cromwell  would  have  made  as  good 
a  judge  OS  Lord  Hale  1  No,  sir ;  these  learned 
and  accomplished  men  find  their  proper  place 
under  those  who  are  fitted  to  command,  and  to 
command  them  among  the  rest.  Such  a  man 
OS  Washington  will  say  to  a  Jefferson,  do  you 
become  my  Secretary  of  State ;  to  Hamilton, 
do  you  take  charge  of  my  purse,  or  that  of  the 
nation,  which  is  uie  same  thing ;  and  to  Knox, 
do  you  be  my  mastw  of  horse.  ISr,-a]l  hlstoiy 
shows  this,  but  great  diplomatists  and  great 
scholars  are,  for  that  very  reason,  unfit  to  be 
rulers.  Sir,  would  Hannibal  have  crossed  the 
Alps  when  there  were  no  roads — with  ele- 
phants— in  the  face  of  the  warlike  and  hardy 
mountaineers — and  carried  terror  to  the  very 
gates  of  Rome,  if  his  youth  had  been  spent  in 
poring  over  books  1  Would  he  have  been  able 
to  mtuntain  himself  on  the  resources  of  his 
own  genius  for  sixteen  years  in  Italy,  in  spite 
of  the  faction  and  treachery  in  the  Senate  of 
Carthage,  if  he  had  been  deep  in  conic  sections 
and  fluxions  and  the  different  calculus — to  sny 
nothing  of  botany,  and  mineralogy,  wd  chem- 
istry r  "  Are  yon  not  ashamed,"  said  a  philoso- 
pher to  one  who  was  bom  to  rule,  "  are  you 
not  ashamed  to  play  so  welt  upon  tlie  fiute  \  " 
Sir,  it  was  well  pnt  There  is  much  which  it 
becomes  a  seoondary  man  to  know — ^mnoh  that 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  know — that  a  first- 
rate  man  ought  to  be  ashaijned  to  know.  No 
head  was  ever  clear  and  sound  that  was  stuffed 
with  book-leaming.  You  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  fatten  and  strengthen  a  man  by  staff- 
ing him  with  every  variety  and  the  greatest 
quantity  of  food.  After  all,  the  chief  must 
draw  npon  his  subalterns  for  much  that  he  does 
not  know,  and  oannot  perform  himself.  Sir, 
my  fHend  Wm.  B.  Johnun  has  many  a  groom 
that  can  dean  and  dress  a  race-horse,  and  ride 
him  too,  better  than  he  can.  But  what  of 
that !  Sir,  we  ore,  in  the  European  sense  of 
the  term,  not  a  military  people.  We  have  no 
business  for  an  army — it  bangs  as  a  dead  weight 
upon  tbe  nation — officers  and  all.  Sir,  who 
rescued  Braddock  when  he  was  fighting,  »*- 
eundem  artem,  and  his  men  were  dropping 
around  him  on  every  side  ?  It  was  a  Virginia 
militia  Mty'or.  He  asserted  in  that  crisis  the 
place  which  properly  belonged  to  him,  and 
which  he  afterwords  filled  in  tbe  manner  we 
all  know. 

Sir,  I  may,  without  any  mode  modesty,  ao- 
knowledge  what  I  feel,  uiat  I  have  made  an 
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miBDcoessfal  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Uas- 
sachoaetts.  There  are  some  snUeots  which  Z 
conld  have  wished  to  hare  touched  apon  before 
I  dt  down  now  and  forever.  I  had  tiie  mate- 
rialB  !n  my  possession  when  I  came  bito  this 
House  this  morning,  bat  I  am  dn^ed  down 
by  phymcal  weaknesa  from  the  most  advan- 
tageoos  use  of  them. 

8ir,  what  shall  we  say  to  a  gentleman,  in 
this  Honse  or  oat  of  it,  occopyinjf  a  prominent 
station,  and  filling  a  large  space  in  the  eye  of 
his  native  State,  who  shoald,  with  all  the 
adroitness  of  a  practised  advocate,  gloss  over 
the  acknowledged  encroachments  of  the  men 
in  power,  upon  the  fair  constraction  of  the 
eonstitntion,  and  then  present  the  appalling 
piotnre,  glanng  and  flamuig,  in  his  deepest  col- 
ors, of  a  bloody  militaiy  tyrant— a  raw-heed  : 
and  bloody-bones — so  that  we  cannot  sleep  in 
onr  beds— who  should  oonjnre  np  all  the  images 
tiiat  can  scare  children  and  frighten  old  women 
— mean  vo'y  old  women,  sir — and  who  offers 
this  wretched  caricature—this  vile  danb,  where 
brick  dost  stands  for  blood,  like  Peter  Porcn- 
pine's  Bloodt  Buot,  as  a  reason  for  his  and 
onr  support  m  Virginia,  of  a  man  in  whom  he 
has  no  confidence,  whom  he  damns  with  faint 
pruse — and  who,  moreover — tell  it  not  in 
Gath  I  had  zealously,  and  elaborately,  (I  can- 
not say  ably,)  justified  every  one  of  tiiese  very 
atrocious  and  bloody  deeds-^yes,  sir,  on  pt^r 
— ^not  in  the  heat  of  debate,  in  the  transports 
of  a  speech,  but— as  the  author  of  the  Blch- 
mond  Anathema  fbU  well  knew — and  knew 
tiiat  we,  too,  knew— deliberately  and  officially. 
Sir,  if  we  did  not  know  that  lawyers  never  see 
bat  one  side  of  a  case — that  on  which  they  are 
retained,  and  that  they  fondly  hope  that  the 
jury  will  see  with  their  eyes — what  should  we 
say  of  such  a  man!  His  client  having  no 
character,  he  attacks  defendant's  character, 
upon  a  strinff  of  charges,  in  every  one  of  which 
(supposing  them  to  be  tnie)  bis  client  was  self- 
avowed  peirtieept  eriminit — ^having  defended, 
adopted,  and  made  each  and  every  one  of  them 
his  own.  Sir,  such  a  man  may  be  a  great  law- 
yer, (although  this  is  but  a  poor  s^dmen  of 
his  skill  in  that  line,)  or  a  great  mathematidan, 
or  chemist ;  but  of  a  man  gnilty  of  such  glar- 
ing absurdity,  it  may  be  fearlessly  pronounced 
tiiat,  in  the  mansf^ment  at  his  own  concerns, 
and  in  the  affidis  of  men,  he  has  not  "  right 
good  common  sense."  And  here,  sir,  we  come 
to  that  great  and  all-important  distinctiott, 
which  the  profane  vulgar — whether  they  be 
the  great  vulgar  or  the  small — too  often  over- 
look; and  which  I  have,  lamely,  I  fear,  en- 
deavored to  press  upon  the  House — mean  the 
distinction  between  knowledge  and  learning, 
on  Uie  one  hand,  and  sense  and  judgment,  on 
the  otber.  And  there,  sir,  lies  the  great  defect 
of  the  gentlonan  in  question.  »r,  I  have 
heard  it  said  of  him,  by  those  who  know  and 
love  him  well,  "  that  he  can  a^e  either  dde 

a  queaUon,  whdiher  of  law,  m  policy,  or  of 
constitutional  constraction,  with  great  ingenu- 


ity  and  force ;  but  he  wants  that  eagaei^  s 
poIiUcal  af^rs,  which  ft«t  diaoems  ^e  proper 
end,  and  then  adopts  the  most  wprcnnaB* 
means :  and  he  is  defident  in  that  knoncd^ 
(tf  mankind,  which  wonid  enaUe  aaotibtr 
(much  his  inferior)  to  perceive  that  his  hoBCSt 
obinterestedness  is  played  upon  by  tiiose  wbo 
are  conscious  that  be  prides  hinwelf  upon  ft. 
It  is  the  lever  by  which  he  is  on  all  oettmem 
to  be  moved.   It  is  bis  pride,  an  honest  mA 
honorable  pride,  which  makes  him  detigbt  fee 
throw  himself  into  minorities,  because  be  en- 
joys more  self-gratification  from  maniiierting  hia 
independence  of  popular  opinion — than  be 
could  derive  from  any  thing  in  the  gift  of  tte 
people.   His  late  {iroduction — the  Adams  eos- 
vention  manifeeto,  is  the  fbeblest  prodnctim  of 
the  day.  The  reasm  is,  hb  head  and  bevt  fit 
not  go  t(^tfaer." 

Sir,  this  picture  is  drawn      the  Band  of  a 
friend.   As  we  have  had  billiard  tables  aad 
cheas  boards  introduced  into  this  debate,  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  borrow  an  illostratioB 
from  this  last  ^fisoA.   Sir,  one  of  these  areni^ 
machines  reminds  me  of  the  bidiop  at  ch&m. 
The  black  or  white  bishop  (I  use  the  term  not 
in  reference  to  the  color  m  the  piece,  but  cf 
that  of  the  square  he  stands  upon)  is  a  service- 
able piece  enough  in  his  way ;  but  he  labots 
under  this  defect :  that,  moving  in  the  diagond 
only,  he  can  never  get  off  his  original  color. 
He  can  sconr  awqr  all  over  just  one-half  of 
the  board ;  but  his  adveiaaij  may  be  m  llw 
next  square,  and  perfectly  safe  tnm  his  atta^ 
To  be  safs  fhxn  the  U^t^  you  faave  only  ts 
move  upon  any  one  of  the  thirty-two  squares 
that  are  forbidden  ground  to  him.    But  not  so 
the  irregular  knight,  who,  at  Buccesaive  le^ 
can  cover  every  square  upon  the  board,  to 
whose  check  the  king  can  interpose  no  ^a>>^ 
but  must  move.   Even  the  poor  pawn  has  a 
privilege  which  the  bishop  has  not :  for  he  csb 
elude  his  mitred  adversaiy  by  moving  from  a 
white  square  to  a  black  one,  or  from  a  black 
square  to  a  white  one,  and  finally  reach  the 
highest  honors  of  the  game.   So  OTen  a  poor 
peasant,  of  sense,  mar  instrnot  Qie  pliWMO- 
pher,  as  the  shepherd  md,  in  tfaid  bembfbl  in- 
troduction, the  finest  of  Hr.  Gay^  ftblea  M 
one,  who  drew  all  hts  notions  of  men  aal 
things  from  nature.   Sir,  it  is  in  ytm  to  ton 
over  musty  folios,  and  double  down  dog^  ears: 
it  does  Tery  well  in  its  place — in  a  lawyer^ 
office — or  a  bureau.   I  am  forced  to  use  the 
word  for  want  of  a  better;  but  it  will  not  sup- 
ply the  place  of  that  which  books  never  gave, 
and  never  can  give — of  Judgment  and  experi- 
ence.  Sir,  who  would  make  the  bett^  leader, 
in  a  period  of  great  public  emergency — oM 
Roger  Sherman,  or  a  certain  very  learned  geaa- 
tlemon  from  Kew  York,  whom  we  oooe  bad 
here,  who  knew  every  thing  in  the  world  fiir 
which  man  has  no  ooeamon,  and  nothingin  Um 
world  fat  which  man  has  ooeadiHi  f  nr,  the 
people,  who  are  always  nnst^histiested— and 
thoagh  th^  may  oooasiaialty  be  added,  m 
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alwi^  right  in  their  feeUnn,  and  always  Jndse 
oorreotiy  in  the  long  run— have  taken  up  this 
thing.  It  is  a  notoHoos  fact,  in  Virginia,  tlu^ 
in  OooQty  Courts,  where  men  are  aomitted  to 
sit  as  jud^^  who  are  not  of  the  l^al  profes- 
sion— plain  planters,  who  hare  no  pretensions 
to  be  oonsidered  as  lawyers— the  docisions  are 
mnoh  seldomer  reversed  than  in  those  courts 
where  a  barrister  presides :  his  reasons  may  be 
more  plaastble,  bat  his  decision  will  be  oftener 
wrong.  Yes,  air,  the  people  have  decided  tipou 
this  thing. 

Sir,  I  will  suppose  a  case:  I  will  suppose 
that  the  late  convulsive  struggles  of  the  Ad- 
ministration may  so  far  succeed,  as  that  Ukej 
Trill  be  able  to  renew  thdr  lease  for  another 
torn  years.  Now,  ete^  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  cant  get  along  with  snch  a  minority 
hanging  on  their  rear,  ontting  off  supplies,  and 
1>eanng  up  their  quulers,  what  will  be  the  sit- 
vation  of  the  Administration  then  f  Bir,  what 
is  it  now  t  Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  a  victo- 
ry obtained  by  the  Executive  power,  wlule  a 
ceoided  m^ority  of  the  Legislature  was  against 
it  t  Sir,  I  know  of  no  such  victory,  but  one— 
and  that  was  the  parricidal  victory  of  the 
younger  Pitt  over  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
Ifuid ;  and  he  gained  that  only  by  the  impene- 
trable obstinacy  of  the  king,  which  then  gave 
indications  of  tiie  disease  that  was  lurking  in 
his  oonsdtntion,  and  afterwards  so  nnhi^pily 
became  manifest, 

Sr,  Iha  king  was  an  hcmest  man,  and  a  much 
abler  man  than  he  ever  had  oredit  for.  Bnt  he 
was  incurably  obstinate.  He  had  lust  lost  the 
colonies.  No  matter — 'he  would  risk  the  crown 
of  England  itself,  and  retire  to  his  hereditary 
States  in  Germany,  rather  than  yield :  and,  sir, 
but  for  a  barefaced  coalition,  he  would  have  so 
retired,  and  have  supplied  a  most  important 
defect  in  the  act  of  settlement — ^the  separation 
of  Hanover  from  England.  Bnt  the  corrupt 
bargain  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  to  share 
office  between  them,  disgusted  the  people — 
they  took  side  even  against  their  own  liberties. 
Bat  hen.  sir,  the  ooaution  la  not  on  the  side  of 
the  people's  rights,  bnt  against  them.  I£r.  Pitt 

She  crown  rather)  triumphed.  Eluaves  cried 
osanoa;  and  fools  repeated  the  cry.  Eag- 
laod  reoorered  by  the  elasticity  which  belongs 
to  free  institntioDs,  and  Ur.  I^tt  attfuned  a  de- 
gree of  power  that  enabled  him  to  plunge  her 
mto  the  mad  vortex  of  war  with  revolutionary 
France.  Nine  hundred  millions  of  debt ;  tax- 
es, in  amount,  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  possible  forms  of 
wretoheoness — attest  the  greatness  of  the  heav- 
en-bom Minister,  who  did  not  weather  the 
storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath  it^  leaving  his 
country  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleasM  to 
rescue  her  in  her  utmost  need,  by  inflicting 
madness  on  her  great  nnrelenting  enemy,  and 
•ending  this  modem  Nebnchadneczar  to  grass. 
Sir,  tir,  Fitt  is  as  strong  an  instance  fbr  my 
pnrposeu  as  I  conld  have  wanted.  He  was  a 
riwtorinan,  s  ipeeob*niaka';  •  man  of  w(»di, 
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and  good  words  too,  at  will ;  a  dexterous  de- 
bater— and  if  he  had  contutned  to  ride  the 
western  drcnit^  be  might  have  been  an  emi- 
nent wrangler  at  the  bar,  and,  in  due  time,  a 
Chief  Jnstioe  or  Lord  Chanoellor.  But,  for 
the  sins  of  England,  he  was  made  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  at  five  and  twenty  too.  Sir,  lb.  Pitt 
no  more  saw  what  was  ahead  of  him,  than  the 
idiot  in  the  parish  workhouse.  He  no  more 
dreamt,  when  the  war  began,  to  what  point  he 
would  be  able  to  push  his  system,  if  system  it 
may  be  called,  man  any  derk  in  his  office. 
The  productive  powers  of  a  people  like  the 
English,  where  property  is  perfectly  secure  and 
left  free  to  act,  and  where  the  industrions 
dasses  are  drat  ont  from  abnost  any  partic^>aF 
tion  in  pal^c  affairs,  is  increcUble ;  Is  abnoet 
without  limit.  Two  individnala  discovered  two 
mines,  more  precious  and  prodootive  than, 
Guanaxnato  or  Potosi — that  furnished  the 
means  for  his  prodigality,  that  astonished  even 
Kr.  Pitt.  These  were  Sir  Richard  Arkwright 
and  ICr.  Watt— tbe  spinning  maohine  and  the 
steam  engine.  And  this  imbecile  and  blunder- 
ing Kinister  has  been  complimented  with  what 
is  duo  to  the  unrivalled  ingenuity  and  industry 
of  his  conntrymen.  80,  sir,  in  like  manner, 
this  young  Hercules  of  America,  who,  if  we 
can  keep  him  from  being  stranded  by  the  ser- 
pents of  corruption,  most  grow  to  gigantic 
strength  and  statnre— every  improvement  whidi 
he  makes,  in  ^ite  of  the  miamie  o£  bis  gor- 
eraora,  these  very  modesdy  arrogate  to  them- 
sdves. 

We  have  been  told,  offidally,  that  the  Presi- 
dent wished  the  great  question  to  have  been 
referred  hade  to  the  people,  if  by  the  forms  of 
the  constitotion  this  could  be  done.  Sir,  if  I 
were  the  friend,  as  I  am  the  undisguised  enemy 
of  the  Administration,  I  would  say  to  them, 
Yon  may  be  innocent — your  intentions  may  be 
upright— but  yon  have  brought  the  country  to 
that  pass,  that  you  can't  carry  on  the  Oovera- 
ment  As  genUemea  possessing  the  least  self- 
respect,  you  ought  to  retire — Cleave  it — try  an- 
other venne— ^yon  can't  oany  on  the  Govern- 
ment without  OS,  any  more  than  we  can  act, 
while  every  tbing  in  the  Executive  Govera- 
ment  is  af^nost  us.  Sir,  ^ere  are  oases  in 
which  suspicion  Is  equivalent  to  proof— and  not 
only  equal  to  it,  but  more  than  equal  to  the 
most  damniue  proof.  There  is  not  a  hnsband 
here  who  will  not  ratify  this  declaration — ^there 
may  be  suspicion  so  agonixing,  that  it  makes 
the  wretch  cry  out  for  certunty  as  a  relief 
from  tiie  most  damning  tortures.  Such  suspi- 
cions are  entertmned  with  respect  to  these  gen- 
tlemen— and  though  they  are  making  a  convul- 
sive effort  to  roll  back  the  tide  of  public  opin- 
ion, tliey  can't  allay  the  feeling— the  suspicion 
rests  upon  the  focts — and,  do  what  tbey  may, 
&ot8  will  not  bend  at  their  bidding.  Admit  it 
to  he  snroidon — it  is  equally  ^tal,  as  regards 
them  and  the  public  service,  with  the  rMlity. 
Ur.  R.  would  not  go  in  pursoit  <rf  the  alibk 
and  aliam  of  tiie  aeemjd  -rfthe  tabs^  wbeth* 
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•r  with  falM  bottomB  or  double  bottoms, 
thrown  out  to  amuse  the  pablic.  The  whole 
ocmdaot  of  the  aoonsed  had  displayed  nothiog 
of  tiie  dignity  of  innocence ;  bat  all  the  rest- 
tosmess  of  guilt  Every  word  of  iSi.  CSay's 
late  pamphlet  might  be  true,  and  yet  the  ac- 
eosed  be  guilty,  notwiihstandiDg. 

The  genUeman  from  MassachosettB  warned 
UB,  that,  if  the  individual  we  seek  to  elevate 
Aall  succeed,  he  will,  in  his  turn,  become  the 
object  of  public  pursuit,  and  that  the  same 
pKik  will  be  nnkanndled  at  his  heela,  that  have 
run  his  rival  down.  It  may  be  so.  I  have  no 
hentation  to  say,  lliat,  if  his  oondoct  shall  de- 
serve it,  and  if  I  live,  I  shall  be  one  of  that 
pack ;  because,  sir,  I  maintain  the  interests  of 
■toi^olders,  against  presidents,  directors,  and 
oashiers.  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  notice 
an  objecdcHi  ui^d,  as  I  have  heard,  aguost 
me,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr,  Vahos.) 
He  says  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  all  Ad- 
ministrations. Sir,  I  deny  it  to  be  fact.  I  did 
oppose  the  elder  Adams,  because  he  attacked 
the  liberty  of  the  press  and  of  the  suliyect; 
because  his  opinions  were  at  war  witb  tiie  ge- 
nius  of  our  institutions.  He  avowed  them 
opaoly^  and  I  liked  him  the  better  for  his 
frankness.  Bnt,  sir,  X  supported  the  Adminis- 
tration of  his  BUOcoBSor.  I  did  for  it  what  I 
•oold— litUe  enough,  Qod  knows.  The  first 
oase  in  which  I  differed  from  that  Administra- 
tion, was  the  oase  of  the  Yazoo  ckUms,  which 
I  thought  a  case  of  fiagrimt  corruption.  I  do 
not  mean,  and  I  never  did  believe,  that  there 
was  corruption  in  the  President,  or  his  two 
Secretaries ;  and  it  did  not  cause  me  to  sepa- 
rate myself  from  them.  I  separated  from  that 
Administration  three  years  afterwards,  with 
pun  and  sorrow,  and  not  without  some  anger, 
too ;  for,  dr,  I  have  no  idea  of  that  extreme  of 
candor  and  meekness  wfai<^  denonnces  the 
measnres  of  a  Goreroment,  as  Bottom  says  in 
the  play,  *'  and  will  roar  you  as  gently  as  any 
saeluDg  dove."  It  is  not  my  nature  to  do  so, 
and  it  would  be  criminal  and  ridiculous  in  me, 
because  it  would  be  hypocrisy  to  affect  it.  Sir, 
when  the  former  restrictive  systw  was  first 
commenced,  I  thought  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I 
did  then  see — the  fatal  and  ruinous  conse- 
qnenoM  that  would  then  grow  out  of  it.  I 
told  Mr.  Jefferson,  candidly  and  frankly,  that^ 
if  he  expected  support  in  a  certain  quarter,  and 
did  not  find  it,  he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I 
will  not  repeat  what  be  imd  on  that  occasion, 
bat  he  d^ored  the  separation.  But,  permit 
me  to  remmd  you,  rir— ibr  you  were  then  too 
young  to  know  much  <rf  these  matters— that, 
preTionsly,  but  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my 
leaving  that  Admii^stration,  a  certain  wise 
man  from  the  East  joined  it,  who  soon  after 
went  off  to  Canada,  under  strong  suspicion  of 
felony ;  and  this  was  soon  followed  by  a  cer- 
tun  gentlemaQ*B  giving  bis  adhesion,  who  had 
before  been  violently  opposed  to  it,  and  to  all 
its  best  measures.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  least 
ol)}ection  to  its  b^g  ijdd  of  me^  that  I  eqw- 


rated  mysdf  from  Mr.  Jeffferscm,  whoi  Ban^ 
bas  BidweiU  and  John  Qaincjr  Adams  jtraei 

him. 

Some  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  disccri- 
ant  materials  of  the  present  Opposition. 
they  are  somewhat  mscordantr--at  least  they 
have  been  so.  But  are  they  more  so  than  tbs 
adherents  of  the  present  Administration,  or  the 
materials  of  the  Administratioa  itself?  S^,  I 
well  remember  almost  the  first  propitiation  (d» 
first  was  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  It 
who  is  now  the  Freadent  of  the  United  Sttfa 
made  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  part7.  It  wis 
an  attempt  to  run  down  the  present  CSuef  J» 
taoe.  The  right  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  As 
Senate,  was  made  the  oeg  to  bang  it  on.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  the  whole  reason  why  I 
have  opposed  the  Administration  since  tkit 
time,  and  may  again,  i^  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, they  siball  not  consult  the  good  cff  tas 
country.  It  is,  sir,  simply  because  I  an  for 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders — of  whom  I 
am  one — as  opposed  to  those  of  the  presSdcnt, 
directors,  and  cashiers ;  and  I  have  the  riglu  d 
speaking  my  opinion,  and  shall  exercise  It 
though  it  hi^pen  to  be  against  Uie  greatest  and 
proudest  names. 

Sir,  I  am  no  Jndge  of  human  motaTaa :  tbit 
is  the  attribute  of  the  Name  wJAt^  I  wiS  not 
take  in  vwn — the  attribute  <tf  Him  who  raks 
in  heaven,  or  who  becomes  incarnate  upon 
earth — mere  man  can  claim  no  such  exemption. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  my  own  motives  do  not 
partake  of  ibeir  full  share  of  the  infinnitj  d 
our  common  nature — but  of  those  infirmitiei, 
neither  avarice  nor  ambition  form  one  wta  ia 
the  composition  of  my  present  motavea.  ^ 
what  can  the  country  do  for  me !    Poor  as  I 
am — for  I  am  moch  poorer  than  I  have  been — 
ImpoveriBhed  by  unwise  l^pdatioo — ^I  ati& 
have  nearly  as  much  as  I  know  how  to  use— 
more,  certainly,  than  I  have  at  all  timea  mads 
a  good  use  of— and,  as  for  power,  what  dkanu 
can  it  have  fen-  one  like  me  ?   Sir,  if  power 
had  been  my  object,  I  must  have  boCT  las  sa- 
gacious than  my  worst  enemies  have  repreao^ 
ed  me  to  be,  (unless,  indeed,  those  who  would 
have  kindly  shut  me  up  in  bedlam,)  if  I  had 
not  obtained  it.  I  may  appeal  to  all  my  friends 
to  say  whether  "there  have  not  been  times 
when  I  stood  in  such  favor  in  the  closet,  that 
there  must  have  been  something  very  extrava- 
gant and  unreasonable  in  my  wishes,  if  tb^ 
might  not  all  have  been  gratified."    "Waa  it 
office  !  What,  air,  to  drudge  in  your  labwatc- 
ries  in  the  Departments  w  to  be  at  tihe  tul  of 
the  corps  dipCmatiqm  in  Europe  t  Alas^  di^ 
in  my  etmdition,  a  cup  of  cold  water  wodd  ba 
more  acceptable.  Sir,  what  can  Uie  conntiy 
give  me  that  I  do  not  possess  in  the  confidence 
of  such  constituents  as  no  man  ever  had  be- 
fore ?   Sir,  I  could  retire  to  my  own  patrimo- 
nial trees,  where  I  might  see  tiie  sun  rise  and 
set  in  peace.  Sir,  as  I  was  returning,  the  other 
evening,  from  the  Capitol,  I  aaw — what  has 
been  a  rare  dg)it  here  this  winter — the  san. 
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dippioff  his  broad  disc  among  the  treea  behind 
those  Virginia  hilla,  not  allaying  his  glowing 
axle  in  the  steep  Atlantic  stream — and  I  asked 
myself,  if,  with  this  Book  of  Nature  nnroUed 
before  me,  I  was  not  the  most  foolish  of  men 
to  be  straggling  and  scuffling  here,  in  this  heat- 
ed and  impure  atmosphere,  where  the  play  is 
not  worth  the  candle;  but  then  the  truth 
rushed  npon  my  mind^  that  I  was,  vainly,  per- 
bapa,  bat  honestly,  striTiug  to  nphold  the  lib- 
erties  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here — ^yes,  sir 
— ^for  can  those  liberties  co-exist  with  corrup- 
tion ?  At  the  very  worst,  the  question  recnn, 
which  will  the  more  effectually  destroy  them, 
collusion,  hargMn,  and  corruption  here,  or  a 
military  despotism  t  When  can  that  be  estab- 
lished OTer  us  ?  Never,  till  the  Congress  haa 
become  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people — sir,  I  have  learned  from  the  high- 
est of  ail  authority,  that  the  first  step  towards 
patting  on  incormption  is  the  pnttisg  off  oor- 
rnption.  That  reoolleeticm  nems  me  in  the 
piewnt  oontest:  for  I  know  tiiat,  if  we  soo- 
oeed,  I  iball  hold  over  the  head  criT  those  who 
sneceed  the  present  fnonmbent,  a  rod,  which 
they  will  not  dare,  even  if  they  had  the  indi- 
nation,  to  disobey.  They  will  tremble  at  the 
pQuishment  of  their  predecessors.  Sir,  If  we 
succeed,  we  shall  restore  the  oonsUtntion — ^we 
shall  redress  the  ii^ury  done  to  the  people — we 
shall  regenerate  the  oonntry.  If  the  Adminis- 
tration which  ensues  shall  he  as  bad  as  the 
character  of  the  opposing  candidate  (General 
Jackson)  is  represented  by  his  bitterest  foes  to 
be,  still  I  had  rather  it  were  in  the  seat  of 
poww  than  the  presmt  dynaafy,  because  it  will 
nave  been  Aix^  elected.  The  fbnntain  cf  its 
anthori^  will  not  have  been  poisoned  at  the 
source.  Bat,  Ar^  if  we  perish  onder  the  spas- 
modic efforts  of  those  now  in  power  to  rein- 
state themselves  on  the  throne,  our  fate  will  be 
a  sacred  one— and  who  would  wish  to  survive 
it  t-— there  will  be  nothing  left  in  the  country 
worth  any  man's  possesion.  If^  after  such  an 
appeal  as  has  been  made  to  the  people,  and  a 
m^ority  has  been  brought  into  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Ooogress,  this  Administration 
shi^  be  able  to  trinmph,  it  will  prove  that 
tiiere  is  a  rottenness  in  onr  institattons,  which 
ought  to  render  them  unworthy  of  an^  man^s 
regard-— air,  my  "ohnrchyard  oongh  "  gives  me 
the  solemn  warning,  that,  whatever  part  I  shall 
take  in  the  chase,  I  may  (ail  of  being  in  at  the 
deatlt— I  should  think  myself  the  basest  and 
the  meanest  of  men — I  care  not  what  the  opin- 
ion of  the  world  might  be — I  sboold  know  my- 
self to  be  a  scoundrel,  and  should  not  care  who 
else  knew  it,  if  I  oonld  permit  any  motive, 
connected  with  the  division  of  the  spoil  to 
mingle  in  this  matter  with  my  poor,  bat  best 
exemons  for  the  welfare  of  my  oonntry.  If 
gentlemen  snppose  I  am  giving  pledges,  they 
are  mistaken — I  give  none — ^they  are  entitled 
to  none — and  I  give  wme.  Sir,  I  shall  retire 
upon  my  own  resonroei— I  will  go  back  to  the 
bosom  of  my  constitnenta— to  sneh  constitn- 
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ents  as  man  never  had  before,  and  never  will 
have  again — and  I  shall  receive  from  them  the 
only  reward  that  I  ever  looked  for,  but  the 
highest  that  man  can  receive—the  onivereal 
exprearion  of  their  approbation — of  their  thanks. 
I  shall  read  it  in  uieir  beaming  faces — shaU 
feel  it  in  their  gratnlating  hands.  The  veir 
difldren  will  climb  around  my  knees  to  wel* 
come  me.  And  shall  I  give  np  them,  and  thist 
And  for  whatf  For  the  heartless  amosementL 
and  vapid  pleasures,  and  tarnished  honors,  of 
this  abode  of  splendid  misery,  and  of  shabby 
splendor  ?  For  a  clerkship  in  the  War  ^oe^ 
or  a  Foreign  Mission,  to  dance  attendance 
abroad,  instead  of  at  home — or  even  for  a  De- 
partment itselft  Sir,  thirty  years  make  sad 
changes  in  a  roan.  When  I  first  was  honored 
with  their  confidence,  I  was  a  very  young 
man,  and  ray  constituents  stood  in  almost  pa- 
rental relation  to  roe,  and  I  received  from  them 
the  indulgence  of  a  beloved  sou.  But  the  old 
paMardis  of  that  day  have  been  gathered  to 
th^  fothers— some  adults  remwOf  whom  I  look 
upon  as  my  br^luen ;  but  the  Cur  greater  part 
were  ehiluen — little  children — or  have  come 
into  the  world  since  ray  puUlo  life  began.  I 
know  among  them  granorathers,  and  men  mns- 
ter-fVee,  who  were  boys  at  school,  when  I  first 
took  my  seat  in  Congress.  Time,  the  mighty 
reformer  and  innovator,  haa  silenUy  and  slow- 
ly, but  surely,  changed  the  relation  between 
us ;  and  I  now  stand  to  them,  in  ioeo  parmtii^ 
in  the  place  of  a  father,  and  receive  from  them 
a  truly  filial  reverence  and  regard.  Tea,  sir, 
they  are  roy  children— -who  resent,  with  the 
quick  love  of  ohildre^  all  my  wnron  real  or 
supposed.  To  them  I  dull  return,  if  we  are 
dcneated,  iSor  all  of  wmsolation  that  awaits  me 
on  this  ^de  of  the  grave.  I  fSael  that  I  bug  to 
existence  but  by  a  single  hair — that  the  swwd 
of  Damocles  is  suspended  over  me. 

If  we  succeed,  we  ^all  have  given  a  new 
lease  to  the  life  of  the  constitution.  But, 
should  we  fiul,  I  warn  gentlemen  not  to  pour 
out  their  regrets  on  Qeneral  Jackson.  He  will 
be  the  first  to  disdain  them.  The  oUect  of  onr 
canse  has  been,  not  to  nuse  Andrew  Jackson  to 
the  Presidency — be  his  merits  what  they  may 
— ^its  object  has  been  the  signal  and  condign 
punishment  of  those  public  servants,  on  whom, 
if  they  be  not  gnilty,  the  ver7  stroogcat  suspl- 
don  m  guilt  must  ever  justly  rest. 


Satubdat,  February  2. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Chiltok,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Blxxjs,  as 
modified. 

Mr.  SKBaiANT  said  he  should  be  sorry  to 
have  it  known  how  much  dlfllcnlty  he  had  had 
to  overcome  the  repugnance  he  felt  to  make  any 
demand  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
House  in  this  debate.  If  known  to  others,  to 
the  extent  he  had  ftlt  it  himself  he  was  afraid 
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it  would  be  deemed  an  absolute  weakness.  He 
bad  beeoj^for  some  time,  he  said,  out  of  the 
House.  Great  changes  luid  taken  place  in  its 
oompositioa  during  that  period.  There  were 
many  members  to  whom  be  was  a  stranger.  It 
seemed  to  bhn  also,  that  tbere  was  a  dunge  in 
the  kind  of  demand  they  made  on  each  other. 
Nothing  BOTteared  to  him  likely  to  engage  the 
attention  ca  the  House— Judging  from  what  he 
had  witnessed — unless  it  was  piqaant,  highly 
seasoned,  and  pointed  with  individual  and  per- 
sonal allusion.  For  this,  he  was  neither  pre- 
pared nor  qualified.  He  would  take  up  as  httle 
time  as  possible,  and,  as  far  aa  he  could,  would 
avoid  all  topics  that  were  likely  to  irritate  and 
inflame.  He  would  not  here  treat  of  the  great 
question  which  agitatea  the  people  of  this  na- 
tion, and  npon  which,' as  one  of  the  people,  he 
bad  a  dedded  opinion.  It  touched  at  al),  it 
would  be  incidentally,  as  the  natval  oonse- 

Sience  of  remarks  np<m  the  saUect  before  the 
ouee,  and  of  the  fbcta  be  abonld  haTe  to  state, 
and  not  as  a  principal  point. 

It  was  one  thing,  he  sud,  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion like  that  under  ooDsideration,  and  another 
to  vote  ufon  it  after  it  had  been  offered.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  hoped,  would 
consider  him  as  speaking  with  entire  respect 
for  his  motives  and  views.  But,  for  himself^ 
he  must  say,  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  not  have 
offered  the  resolution ;  yet,  being  brought  for* 
wardf  he  would  not  vote  to  lay  it  upon  the 
taUe,  nor  to  make  any  other  disporition  of  it, 
tliat  wonld  prevent  the  proposed  inquiry  from 
having  a  fall  discussion  and  free  course.  The 
reasons  for  both  these  conclusions  speared  to 
him  to  be  perfeotiy  satis&ctory. 

He  wonld  not,  he  said,  have  proposed  such  a 
resolation,  because  be  thought  it  must  be  uu- 
avtiling.  It  was  too  eztenslve  for  any  practi- 
cal purpose — ^it  aimed  at  too  much.  It  em- 
braced the  wh(de  business  of  Congress.  It 
was  our  duty,  he  sud,  to  take  care  tiiat  the 
public  affurs  were  carried  on,  in  the  most 
profitable  manner  for  the  people,  and  with  the 
least  pubUo  borthen.  And  this  was  not  pe< 
cnliarly  13ie  duty  of  Oongresa  at  any  one  time, 
bat  at  all  times.  It  was  the  great  end  and  ob- 
ject of  oor  labors  and  onr  care,  and  ought  to 
be  of  didly  application  by  all  of  qb.  He  thought 
it  too  much,  to  devolve  upon  a  sii^e  conunit- 
tee  Uie  wh(ue  of  tiiat  which  was  the  common 
concern  and  care  of  Congress. 

He  thought  it  unnecessary.  Every  inquiry 
proposed  by  this  resolution,  was  already  pro- 
vided for,  in  accordance  with  the  duty  of  the 
House,  by  the  appointment  of  committees,  to 
give  effect  to  the  great  guards  of  the  constitu- 
tion, within  their  respective  spheres.  No  mon- 
ey can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  pur- 
suance of  appropriations  made  by  law.  No 
officer  can  be  appointed,  but  under  the  anthor< 
Ity  of  tlie  Mmstitation  or  the  laws.  No  salary 
can  be  afBxed  to  an  offioe  but  by  the  same  war- 
nnt  The  GommitteectfWi^  and  Meam— A 
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standing  committee  of  the  Hoose— acts  "Oiiob 
estimates  furnished  by  every  departinent  of  tte 
OoTemment   When  called  npon  to  report  ap- 
propriations, they  compare  these  estimatee  wi^ 
existing  laws  and  enstin^  exigencies,  and  re- 
port only  BQch  as  are  justified  by  law.  Vhea 
they  report  the  appropriation  bills,  each  ilea 
of  them  is  subject  to  the  revision  of  evoy 
member  of  this  House,   The  animal  appronria- 
tion  bill  brin^  every  thinf^  nnder  review.  Th* 
HoQse  itself  is  to  examine  m  detail,  and  see  thtt 
all  is  in  conformity  with  the  law.    Have  w«  I 
not,  too,  committees  on  the  ezpeaiditnrBs  cf 
eaon  Department  ?   And  a  Committee  oo  the 
Public  Expenditures,  to  make  a  biranial  exan* 
ination,  and  see  that  the  moneys  have  beea 
futhfdlJy  applied,  aooording  to  uie  apjpnftn^ 
tions,  and  nuly  accounted  fort  He  w<niM  not 
^»eak  at  present  of  tiie  maimer  in  wlifch  Goa- 
gress  makes  appropriations,  nor  how  tbey  an 
to  be  accounted  for,  particularly  the  contingent 
fund  of  tbis  House,  or  of  any  of  the  Depart- 
ments. But  he  would  say  this — if  there  be  any 
appointment  not  authorized  by  law,  or  any  sif- 
ary  pud,  which  the  law  does  not  anthoTize,  let 
the  specific  abuse  be  pointed  out,  and  traced  to  I 
its  source,  so  that  the  offence  and  the  offendo'  ' 
may  be  known.   He  knew  of  none  such.  i 
There  was  still  another  reason  why  he  shouU  I 
not  have  brought  forward  such  a  resolntion — 
he  spoke  rincerely,  and,  after  list^^ning  to  this 
debate,  as  well  as  making  aonte  eaamiBatiaa 
fat  himself— there  was  no  bada  laM  for  the 
resolution,  as  thoe  ought  to  be,  by  sbowiag 
that  there  was  abuse  or  extravagant  expeofi- 
ture,  or  mck  a  state  of  things  as  rendered  a 
general  inquiry  necessary,  eiUier  for  the  par- 
pose  of  immediate  correcticm,  or,  as  bad  been 
intimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  pro- 
pitious moment.   The  stracture  of  this  Gov- 
ernment was  not  the  work  of  a  iaj.   He  ^ 
not  Boea^L  of  the  constitution,  bat  of  the 
which  had  been  constructed  under  the  consti- 
tution, for  effectuating  its  great  purposes.  It 
had  not  been  built  np  at  (ma  time,  bat  by  sne- 
cesnve  and  contonoea  ezotioDa  c£  soooessiTe 
LegislBtnres.  It  was  not  die  work  of  «m  po^ 
bnt  of  all  the  parties  whidi  had  existed  in  me 
United  States.   Begnn  by  one,  extended  and 
enlarged  by  another;  at  erne  time,  periu^^  I 
carriM  too  fiu*,  and  then  somewhat  radnoed,  so  j 
as  to  adapt  it  to  the  state  of  the  ooonby.  Bat 
in  Bucb  reduction,  always  following  the  <nty 
course  that  can  lead  to  any  practiral  result- 
that  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  and  piece  by  j 
piece.   It  was  not  now  thd  posseesion  of  oae 
set  of  men,  nor  of  one  party,  but  of  the  vb(^ 
people  of  tJie  United  States,  by  whose  imme-  i 
diato  Bepresentatives  it  had  thns  been  con*  I 
stmcted.  The  Legislature  was  created  by  iis» 
constitntion^itspay  and  ei^nsea  are 
lated  bv  itself.  Ilie  Execvtive  to<^  was  estib- 
liahed  by  the  oonstitoti«m.    The  saboidiatiA 
offlowB  have  been  created     Congress,  aad  ht> 
creased  according  to  the  growing  wants  of  this 
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expanding  nation.  Their  pay  and  emoloments 
liavo  been  fixed  by  Congress.  Even  the  nam- 
ber  of  clerks  in  each  Department,  and  the  pay 
of  every  clerk,  is  regalated  and  ascertained  by 
law.  It  had,  inde^,  been  remarked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that 
the  contingent  expenses  of  this  Hoose  had  in- 
ereased  in  a  mach  greater  ratio  than  its  nam- 
bera;  that^  in  twenty  years,  die  nombem  at 
the  members  had  only  doubled,  and  the  ex- 
penses were  neariy  quadrapled.  This  matter 
IS  entirely  under  the  regolation  of  the  HoQse. 
If  the  expense  be  too  ^reat,  let  it  be  checked 
and  controlled,  by  limiting,  if  it  be  possible, 
those  branches  of  service  which  occa«on  the 
expense.  Bat  he  did  not  beliere  the  nnmerical 
ai^ument  precisely  correct,  or  that,  in  this 
case,  2  and  2  would  necessarily  only  make  four. 
"When  it  was  considered  tb&t  this  confederation 
now  embraced  twenty  four  States,  and  three 
Territories ;  when  we  considered  the  extent  of 
the  country,  and  the  ^aoe  through  which  in- 
formation was  to  be  diffosed;  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  error  to  sappose  the  expenses 
would  increase  only  according  to  the  increase 
of  the  nomber  of  Representatives.  He  raiher 
thought,  that,  like  the  price  of  plate,  glass,  or 
diamonds,  they  would  increase  in  somewhat  of 
a  geometrical  ratio.  The  greater  part  of  the 
expense,  however,  it  was  obvious  was  incurred 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  information,  and  titis 
was  an  object  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
sacrificed  for  the  purpose  of  savmg  expense. 

The  eatabltshments  of  the  oonntry  bad  been- 
formed  in  the  same  way — the  Army,  the  Na.vj, 
the  foreign  intercourse.  On  what  basis  do 
ibey  stand?  Eatdi  on  the  fiooting  upon  which 
it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Congress, 
aftdr  carefdlly  considering  what  the  public  ser- 
vice required,  and  what  tney  were  respectively 
worth.  There  may  have  been  error—nothing 
human  is  exempt  from  liability  to  error.  Some- 
times, however,  it  is  imputed  with  utmost  se- 
verity. But,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  pointed 
out,  examined,  and  corrected.  There  let  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  ^ply  the  remedy,  at  the 
point  where  the  evil  exists. 

There  was  an  additional  reason  why  he 
would  not  have  offered  such  a  resolution,  and 
especially  at  the  present  moment.  He  wonld 
state  it  freely.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  say,  that  he  bad  no  doubt  the  reso- 
lution was  fairly  and  honestlj  meant,  and  for 
the  direct  purpose  for  which  uie  mover  hirasetf 
had  stated.  lie  (the  mover)  thought,  and  some 
of  his  constituents  thooght,  Hat  there  were 
points  in  which  reform  was  necessary,  and  that 
they  might  be  embraced  by  a  genend  inquiry. 
Bat  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  objection  to  fimself  bringing 
forward  such  a  resolution  was  this :  a  generu 
allegation  of  extravagance  and  abuse,  such  as 
the  resolution  seems  to  apply,  cannot  be  ac- 
curately and  satisf^torily  met.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, whatever  may  be  the  fact,  to  give  It  a  de- 
monstrative refutation,  because  it  prraents  no 
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specific  subject  for  discussion.  Itmaydoharm: 
it  is  calculated  to  spread  abroad  an  opinion  that 
abnse  and  extravagance  exist,  and  are  allowed 
here,  at  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  under  the  very 
eye  of  Congress.  It  was  calculated  to  weaken 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Govern- 
ment— ^not  to  the  Admmisto'ation — ^he  did  not 
mean  that-^ot  to  this  set  of  men  in  power,  or 
to  tiiat  set  of  men— ^t  to  the  Government  it- 
self; and  to  give  point  to  an  inqniryhe  had 
seen  in  a  newspi^wr  with  great  regret— of  what 
advantage  or  use  is  this  Qovenunent  to  the 
people ! — ^This  is  especially  tb»  case  where  the 
auction  includes  ourselves. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  resohition  to  which 
he  had  the  strongest  repngnance  as  a  subject  of 
discussion.  He  never  had  discnased  it,  and  he 
<Ud  not  think  he  ever  wonld.  He  referred  to 
the  inqniry  about  oar  own  pay.  The  amount 
of  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  has  never 
been  altered  but  once  since  the  adoption  of  the 
oonatitntion.  (Mr.  Baxholfh — Twice.)  Twice 
altered  the  mode  of  oomprasatioD,  the  amount 
but  onoe.  The  per  diem  now  allowed  was  in- 
tended to  be  abont  equal  in  substance  (he  had 
no  exact  calculation)  to  the  per  annum  allowed 
by  the  compensation  law.  Two  dollars  a  day 
and  no  more  had  been  added  to  the  pay  fixed 
at  the  organization  of  the  Government  This 
could  not  be  deemed  an  extravagant  or  exor- 
bitant addition.  He  looked  back,  he  said,  to 
the  period  of  that  law  (compensation  law)  with 
great  regret.  Not  that  he  thought  the  per  an- 
uam  compensation  injurious  in  principle,  or 
wrong  in  amount,  but  he  regretted  extremely 
that  the  public  mind  should  mve  been  agitated 
as  it  was  by  such  a  qne8t3(»i.  He  would  rather 
have  foregone  any  advantage  to  himself.  No : 
the  advantage  was  not  worth  estimating — he 
would  rather  have  foregone  the  whdlo  pay  for 
the  time,  than  have  been  instramental  in  ftar- 
nishing  such  a  cause  for  regret. 

Matters  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  neces- 
sarily sounded  in  figures.  He  wonld  not  con- 
tradict those  who  seemed  to  think  that  even 
figures  might  deceive ;  but  he  would  say  that 
he  did  not  know  how  such  a  subject  coidd  be 
understood  without  resorting  to  them.  It  was 
a  matter  of  calcolation  after  all ;  and  nothing 
but  calculation,  however  tedious  the  proces^ 
wonld  read  to  sure  results.  He  did  not  intend 
to  restrict  himself  in  this  inq^airy,  to  the  term 
of  the  present  Administration.  Beginidng 
with  the  peace,  when  the  nation  was  Uberatea 
from  the  extraordinary  demands  of  war,  he 
would  embrace  the  whcde  period  of  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, (which  one  gentleman  had  said 
he  thoiu;ht  was  wasteful  and  prodigal,)  and  as 
mnoh  of  the  time  of  the  present  Administration 
as  had  already  expired,  in  order  to  show  that 
tJiere  had  been,  and  still  continned  to  be,  a 
wise  and  economical  management  of  the  afffurs 
of  the  oonntry.  What  had  been  acoompUshed 
during  that  period  I . 

SVom  the  Treasory  report  ^  1816,  it  appwn 
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tb&t  the  pnblic  debt  was  then  eatiniated  (SOth 
S«ffitember,  1816)  at       -      $119,880,658  46 

"  Snlfject,"  the  reporti  adds, 
"to  ooatiderable  duuiges  and 
additioiu,"  estimated  at  -         7,000,000  00 


UaUngatotalof  -     |l26.6a5,658  46 


There  "were,  besides,  large  floating  oldmB 
growing  oat  of  the  war,  ibr  which  Congress 
has  been  obliged,  from  time  to  time,  to  make 
proTisioD.  The  pablio  debt,  therefore,  in  Jaa- 
nary,  1816,  was,  in  ronnd  numbers,  onehandred 
and  twenty  six  milltona  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
What  is  it  now  t  Nomuiallj,  uxty-seven  nil- 
Ii<ns.  Bat,  of  this  aggregate,  seven  millions 
were  the  snbsoriptlon  to  the  Baiik  (^Ihe  United 
States,  tot  wliich  we  bare  the  same  amoont  in 
stock  of  equal  or  of  greater  valne.  Deduct  that 
■am,  and  the  total  debt  is  bat  sizt;  millions. 
So  that,  daring  the  period  of  about  twelve 
years^  beginning  immediatehr  after  the  war, 
there  has  t>een  an  extingniwment  of  debt  to 
the  amount  of  rather  more  than  sizty-siz  mil- 
lions. Bat  this  is  not  all.  There  has  been 
created,  during  the  samd  time,  a  debt  of  five 
niilUoos  of  dollars  to  purchase  Florida — that  is, 
to  pay  the  chums  of  our  own  citizens,  stipnlated 
hj  the  treatr  with  Spun  to  be  paid  as  the  prioe 
in  that  purduse.  Inis  snm  being  added,  as  it 
oog^  to  be,  thcTO  is  an  aggregate  of  seventy- 
one  mHliCHU,  or  nearly  six  millions  (tf  dollars  a 
year,  daring  the  whole  of  that  period,  besides 
paying  the  interest  of  the  debt^  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  making  liberal  proTtaions 
for  the  paUic  servioe.  This  is  something.  Bnt 
mnch  more  had  been  done.  For  what  he  was 
about  to  say,  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  in  the  year 
1816.  At  the  head  of  that  oommittee  was  a 
gentleman  who  coald  not  be  remembered  with- 
out feelings  of  deep  regret  at  the  public  loss 
anstained  by  his  early  death.  He  possessed,  in 
an  nnoommon  decree,  the  confldenoe  of  this 
^mse,  and  he  well  deserved  it  With  bo  mnoh 
l3u»wledge,  attd  with  powers  which  enabled 
him  to  delight  and  to  instmot  the  Bouse,  there 
was  united  so  much  gentleness  and  kindness, 
and  such  real  unaffected  modesty,  that  you 
were  akeady  prepared  to  he  subdned  before  he 
exerted  his  oommanding  powers  of  argument. 
He  spoke,  he  stud,  of  the  pnblio  loss.  As  to 
the  in^vidual  himself^  (the  late  William 
Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,)  he  had  lived 
long  enongh  to  acquire  the  b^t  possible  repu- 
tation— a  reputation  earned  by  a  weU-spent 
Hfe.  But  to  return  to  the  immediate  sabject. 
It  appeared  from  the  report,  that,  at  the  period 
refured  to,  (1816,)  there  was  a  direct  tax  of 
more  than  five  millicma  - and  a  lulf;  tliere 
were  internal  taxes,  oondsting  of  lioensea  to 
distillers,  tax  on  carriages,  licenses  to  retailers, 
auction  duties,  tax  on  fbmiture,  on  manufac- 
tnres,  exdae  on  distilled  spirits,  and  increased 
Msti^  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ui^  aa  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  inillions 


and  a  half  of  doUars.   Tram  all  this  wei^  ttf 
hnrthen,  the  pec^  of  this  ooiuitX7  had  bea 
relieved.    Above  twelve  miUimu  and  a  half 
of  revenue  had  been  surrendered.    Tet  the  in- 
terest of,  the  publio  debt,  amonntiii^  at  Ae 
beginning  of  tine  period,  to  more  tliaii  six  nfl- 
lions  of  dollars  per  annum,  had  beva  daij  paid; 
the  claims  growing  out  of  the  war,  of  very 
large  amonn^  had  been  paid ;  the  Army  eat^ 
lisbment  supported ;   toe  Kavy  muDtaiBsd 
and  augmented ;  a  system  of  fortificatitms  es- 
tablished and  prosecuted,  commenflnrate  w^ 
the  wants  of  the  country ;  the  claims  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain  had  tteen  satisfied  ;  the  reg- 
olar  operations  of  the  Govemmeait  carried  on ; 
and,  besides  occanonal  awropriaticHis  by  Oob- 
gresB,  a  permanent  pron^Mxi  (a  faea-vr  dita^ 
on  the  Treasury  bat  well  applied)  bad  bm 
made  for  adding  to  the  CMnforts  of  the  de- 
clining years  of  the  veterans  of  the  Revolotk«L 
Someuiin^  not  inconsiderable,  too,  had  beea 
done  in  tntwnal  improvement    And,  duriiv 
the  same  period  as  he  had  already  stated,  aer- 
enty  millions  had  been  pud  off  of  the  prindpid 
of  tiie  publio  debt   Of  this  amoont  he  tbougbt 
it  proper  to  add,  more  than  eixteen  nnllkMs 

S)rmctiwl  of  the  puMic  debt)  had  been  p^ 
aring  the  present  Administration. 
A  Government  which  has  effected  thi%  he 
said,  would  sewn  to  be  entitled  to  the  prsss 
of  b^ng  wise  wd  ewmomical,  at  iMSt  nntal  iht 
ocmtrarr  appeared  by  some  ^leooi  e[  experisMeL 
And  what  fa  onr  po«dtiott  now  t  ThWe  is  no 
internal  tax,  no  direct  burthen — ^the  e^Moses 
of  onr  Government  are  entirely  d^rayed  by 
the  indirect  taxation  of  the  castoma.  We  an 
in  the  fall  enjoyment  of  civil,  religions,  and  polit- 
ical liberty,  to  an  extent  without  example ;  and 
last,  not  least,  there  is  as  much  abstinutce  oa 
the  part  of  the  (Sovemment,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  powers  over  indlvidoals,  as  can  poadbly  be 
observed :  mnch  greater  than  any  known  Gor^ 
emment  ever  di^  or  now  does  observe.  We 
e^joy  under  it  amp^e  protection,  and  yet  we 
never  fed  its  presniK.  We  kwnr  of  itBadit> 
enoe  only  by  the  benefits  it  confers. 

Out  of  the  income  and  revenue  of  the  oobb- 
try,  ten  millions  a  year  are  irrevocably  destined 
as  a  sinking  fiind,  to  extingnisfa  the  public  ddib 
The  process  is  rapidly  going  on.  He  wodd 
repeat  the  accurate  and  sat^bctory  statemeet 
which  had  been  made  by  his  colleagne,  (lb. 
Stbwabt.)  The  annual  i^rotHiation  is  mor* 
than  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debts  at  (he  period 
when,  by  the  terms  of  the  several  loans,  it  is 
redeemable.  The  whole  may  be  piud  c^ia  the 
year  1886,  and  a  la^  aureus  accamulated  in 
the  T^vastuT.  After  tiiat  period,  the  preset 
revenue  will  exeeed,  hj  at  least  ten  milfioDS  ef 
dollars,  the  wanta  of  the  Government,  and  Totr 
be  aooordingly  reduced.  Sndi  la  onr  eosdi- 
tim,  and  each  onr  proq>eet8. 

Bat  there  is  other  prot^  more  premse,  mdlB 
some  reqteots,  mwe  sabafiwtory,  npcn  tUi 
point  <^  wise  eocmrany.  What  are  the  totsl 
expendi  tores  of  the  Qovemment,  the  poUie 
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debt  inoladed  ?  Let  txs  take  the  year  1826.  It 
affords  a  better  basis  than  the  year  just  ended, 
beoaose  it  is  all  matter  of  ezaot  knowledge,  and 
no  part  estimated.  The  whole  ezpenditore  is 
aboat  twen^-foor  millions  of  dollars.  The 
population  of  the  ITnited  States  at  the  present 
moment  is  not  exaetl/  known.  But  upon  the 
lowest  estimatA  that  can  be  Teasonablj  ibnned, 
this  ezpenditore  is  less,  than  two  doUara  fot 
each  individaal  oomposhig  it.  How  then  can 
it  be  snppoaed,  as  it  seemed  to  be  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  fiorn.)  Uiat  the 
comparison  with  other  oonntries  woald  be  dlsad- 
vantageons  to  ns  f  There  is  no  comparison  in 
the  ease.  Take  the  Oovemment  of  En^and, 
for  example.  The  taxation  there^  according  to 
the  latest  statement  I  have  seen,  taking  an 
avenwe  of  five  years,  ending  in  1833,  is  no  less 
than  mty<three  millions  steriing,  and  tiie  pa- 
rochial taxes  are  stated  at  seven  millions  more, 
making  a  total  of  sixty  nUUions.  This  is  eqnal 
to  three  poonds  sterlii^abead  of  the  wb(de  pop- 
olation,  or  at  the  prewnt  rate  of  exohange,  nt' 
teeo  dollars  a  head.  Bnt  he  vnderstood  the 
member  (torn  Yirg^ola  (ICr.  Floto)  to  si^,  that 
we  most  add  the  expense  ctf  onr  State  Govern- 
ments and  local  charges,  and,  these  being  added, 
onr  GoTemment  would  appear  to  be  an  ex- 
penaive  one.  In  tiie  State  which  he  (Mr.  8.) 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  were 
no  taxes  for  the  support  of  Government.  The 
only  State  taxes  existing,  were  some  which 
had  been  recently  imposed,  for  the  purpose  of 
earrying  on  a  great  system  of  beneficial  im- 
provement, which  conld  noL  with  any  pro- 
pria^, enter  Into  the  ealoolatioii.  The  proper 
expenses  of  the  State  GoTerament  did  not,  so- 
oordSng  to  his  raodlection— he  spoke  mnely 
from  memory— exceed  ten  or  fifteen  cents  for 
each  of  the  people.  As  to  local  charges  of 
Tsrions  kinds,  it  would  be  saffioient  to  say, 
that,  if  they  were  to  be  added  on  one  ride,  they 
most  also,  for  the  purpose  of  oomparison,  be 
added  on  the  other.  They  existed  everywhere. 
If  we  pay  in  onr  cities  and  towns  forpaving,  light- 
ing and  cleansing,  are  they  exempt  from  similar 
charges  in  En^andf  If  we  pay  for  water,  do 
not  they  pay  too  t  These  objures  are,  in  fact, 
only  equivalents  for  comforts  we  obtidn,  and 
which  are  better  and  more  cheaply  obtained 
by  oommoa  oonfenbotion.  No  one  is  exempt 
from  Uiem.  He  who  lives  in  the  ooimtry  must 
tither  forego  these  things  (some  of  them  be 
eaanot  di^enae  with)  or  procnre  them  at  his 
own  expense.  He  must  sink  his  own  well  to 
get  water,  uid  it  will  cost  him  more.  He  mast 
go  imlighted  in  the  dark,  or  he  most  carry  his 
own  li^t  He  most  make  his  own  path.  If 
ha  come  to  a  place  where  he  oannot  put  down 
his  foot,  he  most  himself  lay  down  a  log  or  a 
stone  to  step  upon.  He  repeated,  Uierafore, 
that  these  charges,  local  ones,  were  anij  equiv- 
alents for  comforts  whit^  ooold  not  be  too 
ehe^y  had  in  any  other  way.  They  were  no 
part  of  the  nreaent  oakmlalaon.  He  tlken  said 
tiib  was  fiv  tne  obei^eat  Qovamment— it  made 
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less  exactions  of  any  sort  from  the  oitisen. 
This  was  a  fiur  ground  for  preeoming  that  it 
was  not  wasteful  or  extravagant. 

Now.  sir,  said  he,  let  ns  see  how  this  annnal 
expenditore  is  distriboted.  That  will  be  coming 
nearer  to  the  very  point  in  question,  and  will  a^ 
ford  satis&ctory  information.  The  total  expen- 
ditnray  r^eoting  fractions,  was  twenty-four  mil- 
lioDB.  Of  thia  amonnt,  nearly  one-half,  that  is, 
eleven  millions,  were  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt. 
For  the  militair  establishment,  including  forti- 
fications and  nuitary  penrioii&  six  millions  two 
hundred  thousand  doUara.  For  the  navy  four 
millions  two  hnndred  thousand  doUars.  AU 
these  are  expenditnres  necessary  fat  cariTing 
into  efTect  laws  made  npon  delibwate  conrider- 
ation,  and  they  will  continue  to  be  neoessazr 
until  Congress,  upon  the  same  deliberation,  ahall 
think  proper  to  raduoe  these  establishments,  or, 
(which  wm  q>eedily  arrive,)  the  pnblie  deibt 
shall  he  pnd  oS.  When  that  day  oomei,  tha 
necessary  expenditure,  and  (rfoourae  requi- 
site revoine,  wiU  he  rednced  nearly  one-liaUl 
¥w  the  civS,  diplomatic  and  mIsoeUaneons  ez- 
pffliditore<tf  the  Government,  it  ^peara,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  left  only  about  two  millions 
six  hondred  thousand  dollars,  or  a  littie  mora 
than  one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  expenditure. 

Thia  expenditure,  of  a  littie  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  or  rather  more 
than  one-tenth  of  tiie  whole  expenditure,  pro- 
vides for  the  following  objects :  The  whwe  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  Union  of  twenty-fomr 
States,  contingent  expenses  included :  the  whole 
of  the  Exeootivejndadiog  the  State,  TreaBmy-, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments ;  the  expenses  or 
the  Poet  Oflke  Deparbumt,  covering  a  greater 
extent  of  territory,  and  difhring  a  sreator 
amount  of  accommodation  than  any  other  known 
establishment  of  that  kind :  the  surveying  of 
the  public  lands:  the  Ifint  establishment  of 
the  tjnited  States:  the  Governments  of  three 
territories :  the  whole  Jndioiary  of  tiie  United 
States:  the  light-bouse  esta Wahmcmt :  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  onr  foreign  inter- 
course, and  some  miscellaneoos  items,  which, 
not  bdonging  properly  to  any  other  head,  are 
placed  under  this. 

Is  it  not  rather  amazing  that  a  Government, 
extending  over  twenty-four  States  and  three 
Territories,  embracing  so  lai^  a  epace^  and  so 
great  a  population,  and  providing  adeqnatdy 
for  all,  shonld  be  carried  on  at  so  small  an  ex- 
penae  1  In  other  parts  of  the  worid  it  wonld 
soaroely  be  credited.  It  does  the  highest  honor 
to  the  Government,  Congress  included.  It 
seems  to  me  to  show,  most  satisfaotorily,  that 
the  Government,  instituted  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people,  has,  up  to  this  moment,  been 
true  to  its  appropriate  and  oharaotoristic  prin- 
ciple, of  promoting  the  public  w^fare — and 
that  instead  of  being  surrounded,  as  wme  have 
wpeared  to  inuwne,  by  extravaganoe  and 
abnsea,  wa  are  soil  ia  tiie  pure  days  of  tha 
BepnUlo.  If  hmafter,  aboMS  ihoidd  oocnri 


PBBATB8  OP  C0NQBB8S. 

JBtfr—oisiwrf. 


Digitized  by 


782 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THB 


H.  or  R.] 

if  comiptioaB  sboold  grow  up,  and  onr  instito- 
tions  be  perverted  and  oTerthrown,  the  patriot 
— ^for  even  then  there  will  be  patriots— will 
look  back  to  our  Ume  with  mingled  admiration 
and  r^ret,  as  a  portion  of  the  happ;  and  hon- 
est period  of  oar  history. 

lie  stud  he  had  been  very  mneh  strack  with 
a  remark  made  by  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was 
obliged  to  designate  as  one  of  the  OpfKwition— 
tiiat  this  was  not  a  &Torablo  time  for  retrench- 
ment. If  retrenchment  were  necessary  be  (Mr. 
S.)  thought  that  there  ooald  be  no  more  favor- 
able time.  The  people  could  never  have  higher 
secnrity  than  they  now  have.  For  we  are  sare 
that  this  Administration  will  be  closely  watch- 
ed,  and  that  no  error,  however  slight,  will  be 
left  undetected  and  unexposed.  There  is  the 
most  nnceanng  vigilance.  There  has  not  been, 
there  will  not  be,  &  single  parUonlar,  that  will 
escape  the  watchful  attention  of  Oonmss.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  its  vigilance  ever 
dnmbered.  But,  assuredly,  it  can  never  be 
more  wide  awake  and  active  than  when  stimu- 
lated, as  it  now  is,  by  the  feelings  which  are 
admitted  to  exist.  There  is  all  the  ordinary 
vigilance  and  something  more.  Bow  then  can 
abuse,  dways  obnoxious  to  the  censure  of  Con- 
gress, hope,  at  this  time  particularly,  to  escape 
examination  and  exposure!  How  can  it  be 
believed  that  it  has  so  escaped  t 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  why  he 
would  not  have  felt  himself  bonnd  to  offer  such 
a  resolntion.  They  were  not  reasons  for  op- 
ponng  it  when  offered  by  another,  but  rather 
for  giving  it  the  fullest  and  freest  course.  I^ 
in  any  qoarter  of  the  country,  there  is  an  im- 
pression of  extravagance  or  abase,  let  it  be  re- 
moved, said  he,  any  member  of  this  Honse 
desires  to  institute  a  general  inquiry,  however 
unpromising  I  may  think  it  on  account  of  its 
^ming  at  too  much,  I,  for  one,  wiU  not  with- 
hold from  him  the  opportunity,  though  the  mere 
iiKjniry  seems  to  imply  a  ceosure  upon  the 
Government  or  apon  some  branch  of  it.  Such 
an  investigation  is  a  voy  weigh^  we.  It  t»- 
qnirea  a  earefbl  examinaaoi  cothe  whole  stme- 
ture  of  the  Government,  and  of  all  its  parts. 
But  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia  and  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, that  it  requires  the  oordial  oo^eration  of 
the  Executive,  nor  any  oo-operation  at  all. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  who  last 
addressed  the  House,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  says  the 
keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  and  he  speaks  of  the  Execntive  as 
occupying  a  fortress  inaccessible  to  us  without 
his  leave.  Sir,  the  keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in 
the  hands  of  this  House,  lodged  there  by  the 
constitution.  The  keys  of  every  Department 
are  in  the  hands  this  Honse.  Hot  an  av- 
enne,  part,  or  place  in  Uie  Govemment,  that  is 
not  open  to  as,  when  we  command  it  to  be 
open.  We  have  an  unlimited  power  to  enter, 
examhie,  and  inquire .  We  are  not  obliged  to 
tmst  to  what  any  one  may  tell  as,  nor  to  adopt 
tiia  r«^resentati<»i  of  any  Head  ctf  a  Depart- 
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menb.  I  acknowledge— and  if  the  Admioi^a- 
tion  were  to  be  changed  to-morrow,  I  vooU 
make  the  same  acknowledgment — I  do  ac- 
knowledge that  one  oonoeadon  oiu^t,  m  nij 
opinion,  to  be  made — a  very  hnmble  eoneea- 
sion,  indeed,  to  a  oo-ordinate  branch  of  Um 
Government,  and  to  the  elevated  character  of 
the  men  wlio  fill  those  elevated  places — the 
concession  that  we  may  rely  upon  the  truth  of 
what  they  tell  us,  in  matters  of  fact.  As  to 
opinion^  we  can  form  it  for  ourselree.  Lms 
than  tins  cannot  be  supposed  or  conceded. 

There  were  other  reasons,  he  said,  why  he 
had  not  voted  to  lay  the  resolution  npon  the 
table  and  would  not  do  so.  Such  a  vote  might 
be  interpreted  into  evidence  of  a  di^tontacm  to 
prevent  mqniry.  Bnt,  espedalW-,  be  could  not 
consent  to  snch  a  vot^  when  me  motioti  waa 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  sinee  repeat- 
ed as  tbe  gronnd  of  it,  t3iat  thia  was  mi  tha 
time  for  inquiry,  retrDnehmen^  or  reform. 
What  does  this  ailment  amount  to?  What 
does  it  mean?  It  mews,  I  snppoee,  what 
others  have  said — that  it  is  not  a  propitaooi 
moment;  that  we  cannot  expect  a  "  oordial  co- 
operation "  on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  it  is 
pointed,  therefore,  directiy  at  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive ;  it  is  a  charge  of  a  serious  nature,  cal- 
culated to  prejudice  the  Executive  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people,  and  to  bear  npon  the 
pending  election  of  President,  to  die  iiyaiy  of 
one  of  the  candidates.  He  coold  not  ^ve  it  hb 
sanction,  becanse  he  knew  nottung  to  warrant 
it  If  reform  and  retrenchment  were  proper 
and  necessary,  he  believed  the  present  Execu- 
tive would  give  us  his  aid  as  cbeerfolly  and  as 
effectually  as  any  we  ooald  have. 

The  gentleman  from  South  CaroUna  (ICr. 
EUmilton)  has  very  frankly  given  another  vo^ 
sion  to  the  soj^estion  that  this  is  not  the  time. 
He  would  he  willing  now  to  collect  materials 
for  reform  and  retrenchment,  but  he  would  not 
be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retroich- 
ment.  And  why  ?  Because  he  did  not  wish 
to  fpve  the  merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  jowent 
Administratim,  bat  to  reserve  it  for  a  fntora 
Administration.  This  la  candid,  nndimbted^, 
bnt  it  is  nnsonnd  doctrine.  The  geoUaBan 
from  Sonth  OaroUna  will  be  obliged^  npm  re* 
flection,  to  abandon  it.  Is  it  oonsistent  with 
the  duty  we  owe-  to  the  people,  to  postpone 
the  reform  of  abuses,  if  we  really  believe  it 
necessary,  in  order  that  we  may  strip  one  Ad- 
ministration of  the  merit,  and  bestow  the  grace 
of  it  apon  another  f  Is  it  not  onr  first  duty  to  do 
what  is  required  for  promoting  the  pnblic  wel- 
fare, and  to  do  it  at  the  time  when  it  is  re- 
quired ?  Can  we  justify  ourselves  in  delaying 
it  for  any  consideration  wb^ver,  much  less 
for  snch  a  one  as  that  which  had  been  stated! 
He  thon^t  not  It  would  be  entirdy  at 
rianoe  with  every  notion  be  bad  of  the  prmer 
Amotions  of  CcoigreBS.  He  would  Hh^tton 
say,  that,  so  far  as  the  motion  to  lay  npon  the 
table  was  calculated  to  do  iqjnry  to  ihe  presait 
AdministratuMi,  he  was  4^K»ed  to  it  im  Aat 
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grOQiid.  And  with  this  declaration  he  was  snre 
the  ^Dtleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  was  too 
oandid  to  find  any  fanlt  So  far  as  aoch  a  mo- 
tion was  calcQlated  to  prevent  or  to  retard  in- 
qairy  or  reform,  or  had  the  appearance  of  being 
8o  oaloolatdd,  he  was  opposed  to  it,  becaase  he 
would  not  villingly  place  any  obstmctitHi  in 
the  WSJ. 

He  md  be  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the 
contest  of  enminatioQ  and  recrimination  which 
had  been  carried  on  here.  He  felt  himself  en- 
tirelj  nnfit  for  it.  Some  topics,  however,  had 
been  introduced,  having  something  of  a  specific 
abape,  npon  which  he  wonld  troable  the  House 
wiUi  a  few  observations.  The  diplomatio  in- 
teroourse  of  the  ooontrj  has  been  charged  with 
extravagance  and  mismanagement;  and  with 
what  may  perhaps  be  termed  want  of  taste  in 
its  Btfle,  He  understood  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  contend,  that  the 
whole  character  of  onr  foreign  iateroonrse 
on^t  to  be  ehaogad.  If  the  aUowanoe  to  our 
IGmBters  was  too  low,  he  (Mr.  Flotd)  would 
aoree  to  raise  It ;  but  they  should  come  home 
whea  the  bosinem  was  done.  There  should 
ItM  no  permanent  missions  in  other  oonntries — 
no  Uinisters  remuning  abroad.  This,  said  }£r. 
8.,  would  l>e  an  entire  change  of  the  system 
acted  upon  by  the  Government  ever  since  its 
foundation.  It  ought  not  to  be  adopted  with- 
out Iwing  thoroughly  considered.  He  wonld 
iq>peal,  then,  to  the  House  whether,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  any  civilized  nation 
was  at  Uberty  to  withhold,  or  refuse  the  ordi- 
nary and  estabUidied  daties  of  ooartesy  and 
fao^itali^  I  K  she  daim  to  be  the  amily 
of  fflvillsed  nations,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
relations  of  peace  and  commerce,  ia  it  in  her 
power  to  withdraw  herself  from  associating 
with  them,  npon  the  terms,  and  in  the  manner, 
whidh  the  common  convenience  has  settled? 
An  individual  may  shut  himself  up  in  his  house 
— ^may  refuse  to  visit — may  determine  that  he 
will  neither  give  nor  receive  invitations :  if  he 
do,  it  will  not  only  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
innocent  gratification  to  himself,  and  at  the  ex- 
pense,  too,  of  many  great  advantages  to  himself, 
bat  it  will  be  a  positive  injuiy  and  wrong  to 
society ;  for,  as  far  as  his  example  goes,  it  must, 
if  adopted,  cut  np  society  by  the  roots.  It  is 
ibe  same  with  nations.  No  one  can  shut  her- 
self np.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  nation, 
from  the  beginning,  to  penorm  her  part  in  this 
system  of  mntual  and  friendly  intercourse. 
Ay,  sir,  said  be,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one  of  the  first  and  highest  gratifications  this 
country  ever  received,  was  the  reception  of  her 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  France — an  act  which 

Sablicly  owned  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  in- 
ependent  nations,  and  increased  her  moral 
power  both  at  home  and  abroad.  If  the  ^s- 
tem  is  to  be  changed.  Congress  must  do  it.  As 
long  as  it  oontinnes,  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
is  to  f^ve  it  effect ;  and  no  blame  can  attach 
to  the  Administration  for  executing  the  provia- 
loDs  of  the  ocHutitntion  and  the  laws. 
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It  was  true,  he  said,  that,  within  a  few  yean 
past,  our  diplomatic  intercourse  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  its  expenses  increased.  The  family 
of  nations  had  been  enlai^^ed  by  tlie  interesting 
addition  of  the  new  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
It  was^  in  every  view,  particularly  interesting 
to  us.  They  were  new,  near,  and  valuable 
ne^bors,  with  whom  we  must  have  relations, 
and  with  whom  there  could  be  no  doubt  it  was 
desirable  that  these  should  be  the  relations  of 
peace,  of  iHendship,  and  mntoal  good  nnder- 
staoding.  Upon  tms  point,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  in  advance  of  Congress — he 
did  not  spealc  hastily — the  public  sentiment 
was  in  advance  of  Congress,  and  Congress  was 
in  advance  of  the  Executive.  The  missions 
were  not  instituted,  until  this  House,  by  a  reso- 
lution, passed  with  almost  unexampled  una- 
nimity-—(but  one  member  voted  against  it,  a 
gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  not  now  a  member,) 
— until  this  House,  stimulating  the  Executive 
to  open  the  intercourse,  pledged  itself  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  measure,  and  offered  a  liberal 
provision  for  the  expense.  There  has  been  no 
expression  since  of  a  wish  to  abandon  or  to 
limit  that  intercourse.  Whatever  may  be  the 
expense  of  those  missions  to  the  new  States,  alt 
who  read  the  newspapers,  and  know  any  thing 
of  the  nature  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  them — all  who  know  how  they  are  so- 
licited, courted,  and  caressed,  by  the  European 
powers,  and  the  struggle  that  is  carried  on  for 
their  favor — to  say  nouiing  of  other  and  more 
general  considerations — will  see  the  importanoe 
of  cnlt»TatiDg  pxtd  feelings  and  nudntfUning  a 
good  oorrewoDoence  with  them ;  and  that  we 
eannot  negleet  these  things,  without  risking 
tbe-loBs  of  valuable  advanti^es.  Bis  own  clear 
opinion  was,  that  we  ought  to  admit  no  fair 
exertions  to  preserve  them,  and  that  the  mis- 
sions ought  to  be  maintained.  He  thought 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Remarks 
had  been  made  upon  the  style  of  onr  foreign 
Ministers,  their  dress  particularly.  Why,  said 
the  ^utleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Floyd,)  not 
let  him  appear  with  the  simplicity  of  Franklin 
and  Livingston  ?  The  House  wonld  excuse  a 
word  in  reply.  He  (Mr.  8.)  knew  nothing  of 
the  dmplinty  dUr.  Xivingston.  That  gentle- 
man was  not  near  to  the  time  Franklin.  He 
was  appointed  to  France  soon  after  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son became  President,  he  believed  in  1801. 
But  this  he  did  know,  from  the  best  Infonnap 
tion,  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
and  liberal  disposition,  accustomed  everywhere 
to  a  liberal  way  of  life,  and  that  tlie  liberality  of 
his  style  of  living  in  France,  was  such  as  most 
materially,  as  he  had  understood,  to  encroach 
upon,  and  reduce  his  private  fortune.  In  what 
dress  he  appeared  at  Court  he  could  not  say ; 
but  he  took  it  for  granted  he  accommodated  him- 
self in  that  respect  to  Hxe  fashion  of  the  Court. 
As  to  Franklin,  he  sidd,  consider  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  appeared  in  France. 
The  Bepresentative  of  a  young  republic.  Just 
ocone  ii^  existence,  and  in  its  very  cradle  ex- 
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bibiting  Herculean  streDgth,  bj  maintaining, 
single-handled,  a  contest  for  its  independence 
with  one  of  the  stomgest  naUons  that  existed; 
attracting  the  earnest  attention  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  especially  eninging  the 
attention  and  the  good  wishes  of  rranoe,  be- 
oaose  the  contest  was  with  her  habitnal  enemy, 
and  promised  to  diminish  his  power.  When  a 
nation,  so  circumstanced,  shall  have  a  Franklin 
for  her  envoy,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  very 
materia]  to  inquire  what  dress  he  wears.  To 
that  state  we  snail  never  Mtum.  And,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add,  we  have  not  Franklins  to 
•end.  He  carried  with  him  the  Ihiita  of  more 
than  aeventj  years,  devoted,  with  the  ud  of 
extraordinaTj  nataral  genius,  and  especially  of 
the  most  uncommon  sagacity,  to  the  aoqui^tion 
of  knowledge,  and  with  the  great  reputation 
he  had  jnstly  acquired,  by  dimising  the  treas- 
ures of  his  wisdom  and  observation.  He  was 
known  for  his  examination  before  the  House  of 
Commons:  he  was  known  for  the  fierce  and 
virolent  oUoquy  that  had  been  heaped  upon 
him  (for  he,  too,  was  visited  with  obloquy)  by 
Weddeburne,  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough, 
before  the  Privy  Oouncil ;  he  was  known  as  a 
man  of  letter\  as  a  scienUfio  philosopher,  and, 
what  is  more,  as  a  practical  pbiloeopb^  too ; 
and  be  was  Jcnown  as  a  statesman  and  as  a 
patriot.  His  fiuue  had  gone  before  him — it 
abed  a  lustre  upon  his  oonntry,  wherever 
there  were  men  who  conld  appreciate  his  mer- 
it, and  that  Instre  is  still  undiminished.  I  do 
not  exactly  know  what  coat  be  wore.  It  is 
somewhere  recorded,  that,  in  French  society, 
his  straight-combed,  venerable  locks,  and  sim- 
ple dress,  were  admired  by  the  ladies,  who  then 
gave  the  tone  to  society.  It  was  something 
strange,  out  of  the  common  way,  and  if  it  had 
been  even  uncouth,  it  might  have  attracted  still 
more  attention.  How  be  appeared  at  Court,* 
aa  to  dress,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
particularly  atated.  He  waa  a  long  time  in 
France  before  he  was  reoeived.  Hie  pablic 
reception  was  not  till  about  the  time  of  the 
treaty. 

This  livery,  however,  as  it  had  been  reproach- 
fully called — I  cannot  say  I  have  worn  it — 
but  1  know  what  it  is — and  have  heard  some- 
thing of  his  history.  Our  Uinisters  abroad  are 
very  poorly  paid.  They  cannot  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  Court  dresses.  If  borne  by  the  Treas- 
ory,  as  a  contingent  expense,  it  is  so  much 
money  thrown  away.  If  borne  by  Ministers, 
it  makes  an  unreasonable  chaive  upon  their  al- 
lowance. The  salaries  of  our  Slinistera  abnwd 
were  higher,  by  above  twenty-six  hundred  dol- 
lars Id  we  time  of  Franklin,  than  they  are  now, 
though  the  expenses  of  living  were  then  prob- 
ably not  more  tJian  half  of  what  they  are  at 
this  time.  The  present  rate  of  allowance,  was 
fixed  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1784,  by  an  act  of 
the  old  Congress.   How  tiien  does  the  matter 

*It  Is  believed,  npon  good  aotborltr,  that  h«  appeared  in  a 
ftill  <^an^t  dreis.  Tha  chanct«r  of  tnia  emtncnt  man  would 
l«aa  01  to  iMHer*.  that  ba  would,  ta  tUa  Nmot,  oonform  to 
tbo  oMiw  of  tte  Oootb-^efa  »V  Jfr. « 


[FkBBoan-,  18S8> 

stand  !  The  Hoose  will  recolleet,  frmn  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Uassachn- 
setts,  that  our  distingnished  fellow-citizen,  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Uam- 
soXf)  was  engaged  in  four  missions  in  the  course 
of  little  more  than  a  year.  Cluma  growing 
out  of  that  employment  have  lately  been  ai- 
lowed  by  Congress.  He  was  led  in  rs^id  soo- 
oession  to  different  Conrts,  and  probably  obliged 
at  each  to  conform  to  the  mode  established  by 
etiquette.  The  expense  would  be  for  a  single 
occasion.  There  are  instances  of  charges  al- 
lowed  by  the  Government,  for  the  dressea  at 
Ministers  for  particniar  oocancHia.  When  Mr, 
Madison  was  President,  and  Mr.  Kimrw  Secre- 
tary of  StatCj  the  present  plan  was  adqited  as 
a  relief.  It  is  not  obUgatory  u^n  the  Mims- 
ter.  He  may  dispense  with  it  if  be  Uiink  fit. 
It  is  no  expense  to  the  Treasury,  for  the  Min- 
ister must  pay  for  it  himself.  But  he  has  the 
sanction  of  ois  country  to  wear  it.  As  long  as 
it  lasts  he  need  make  no  change.  "Wberem 
he  goes  be  is  in  the  dress  of  his  own  country, 
and  stands  upon  bis  own  ground,  instead  of 
being  obliged  to  conform  to  foreign  fashiona. 
It  has  been  spoken  of  aa  costing  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  debars.  That  u  too  hi^  It  costs 
something  more  than  half  that  sum ;  bnt  the 
Minister  pays  for  it,  not  the  Treasury.  Why 
call  it  reproachfiilly,  livery  ?  It  is  no  more  at 
a  livery  than  the  co^  of  an  officer  of  the  Army 
or  the  Navy — ^it  is  uobably  not  finer  than  the 
coat  of  a  general  officer.  If  It  be  a  livery,  is 
there  any  disgrace  In  wearing  it  f  We  are  all 
servants  of  the  people — they  are  oar  masters — 
the  livery  worn  by  their  servants  is  one  which 
no  man  need  be  ashamed  to  wear.  It  is  the 
livery  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
is  understood  to  oe  the  history  of  the  coat.  If 
any  one  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  should 
hereafter  be  ^ipointed  a  Mimster — my  advice 
may  be  of  litUe  value — but  I  recommend  bim 
to  pat  on  the  livery  of  bis  country. 

Of  that  rais^on,  be  sidd,  which  had  abo 
been  alluded  to,  in  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  have  a  part,  the  mission  to  Panama,  he 
should  always  have  difficulty  in  speaking,  for 
very  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  was  im- 
possible he  should  enter  into  the  subject,  be- 
cause the  mision  was  still  pending,  in  the  hands 
of  onr  Minister  at  Mexico.  He  would  say,  bow- 
ever,  in  reply  to  the  allegations  which  had  been 
made  agfunst  it,  that  the  mission  had  the  clear 
sanction  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Government. 
What  has  unoe  occurred,  could  neither  make 
it  right  or  wrong :  it  stood  upon  tiie  same  foot- 
ing as  at  first  If  it  was  right  then,  it  cannot 
be  wron|[  now.  Bnt  be  wonld  say— and  be 
sud  it  wtth  the  utmost  sincerity,  it  was  bnt  the 
humble  opinion  of  an  individual — he  woidd  say, 
from  all  that  he  had  seen,  and  all  that  he  bad 
heard,  that,  if  the  Congress  should  assemble  at 
Tacnbaya,  or  elsewhere,  it  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
that  we  should  be  represented  in  it.  He  waa 
not  about  to  debate  the  matter.  Ha  merely 
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ive  this  as  his  own  single,  hamble,  perhaps 
&laeles3  opinion. 

[The  House  adjoarned  to  Uondaj.] 


}fon>AT,  Febnui/  4. 

JSttreneAmaU. 

The  Honse  j^vceeded  to  the  oonstdera^on 
r  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Chiltoi^  as  proposed 

>  be  amended  by  Mr.  Bum,  and  Kr.  Hamil- 

Hr.  BuoHAFAiT  said,  perhqw  it  woold  be  vun 

>  inquire  hj  whom  this  deb^  was  introdnoed. 
C  is  certain  that  we  have  now  got  into  it,  and 
o  gentleman  can  predict  when  it  will  close.  I 
annot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ifassa- 
hosetts,  (Mr.  Etbrstt,^  that  the  Opposition 
rejnstly  chai^^hle  with  its  introdnctioo  in 
le  part/  form  which  it  has  assumed,  nor  for  its 
retracted  character.  My  friend  from  Ken- 
aokr,  (lb.  Lbtobib,)  has  traly  stated  what 
rOQla  have  been  the  probable  coarse  of  the 
esolations,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference 
f  the  goitleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Basnkt.) 
The  morer  of  them,  who  is  a  yonng  member 
if  the  Honse,  would  have  made  a  speech  in 
avor  of  their  passage,  and  they  would  have 
hen  rested  anietly  with  the  numberless  resolu- 
ioQs  which  hare  gone  before  them.  The  gen- 
leman  from  Maryland,  however,  opposed  tbeir 
>ass8ge,  upon  the  ground  that  no  cause  existed 
iven  to  Buspeot  the  present  Administration  of 
iny  abuses.  From  that  moment  the  debate 
issnmed  a  party  complexion. 

This  debate  woold  nave  ended  on  Thursday 
as^  after  the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose, 
irhioh  was  made  to  the  House  by  the  Tenerabte 
^ntleman  fhnn  Lonif^ana,  (Mr,  LimioflTON,) 
lad  not  the  gentleman  fhnn  Massachusetts  him- 
tetf  prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adIoummenL 
rhat  gentleman  ooght  to  know,  that  he  can 
Mver  throw  himseu  into  any  debate  without 
pving  it  tttah  vigor  and  importance. 

It  IS  true  that  a  single  stra^ler  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition  introduced  these  reso- 
iations,  but  without  the  least  intention  of 
bringing  on  a  general  engagemenL  When  he 
teas  attacked,  be  defended  himself  In  gallant 
Ktyle,  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  duty  and 
6y  policy  to  sustain  him.  It  is  for  that  purpose 
[  have  risen.  The  gentleman  from  Musachn- 
setts,  (Mr.  £vksitt,)  and  my  friendandooUeague 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SebobastO  have  en- 
tirely chau^  the  character  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  into  an  elaborate  vin^cation  of  the 
present  Administration,  It  is  my  purpose  to  re- 
ply to  their  arguments. 

Liberty,  rir,  is  a  precions  gift,  which  can 
never  long  be  enjoyea  by  any  people  without 
the  most  watdifnl  jealousy.  It  is  He^rian 
fruit,  which  the  ever-wakeful  jealousy  tX  the 
people  can  alone  preserve.  The  very  posses- 
sion of  power  has  a  strong-— a  natural  tendency, 
to  corrupt  the  heart.  The  lust  of  dominion 
grows  with  its  possession ;  and  the  man  who. 
bi  bumUe  life^  was  pure,  ud  inuocea^and 


[H.  or  E. 

just,  has  often  been  transformed,  by  the  long 
possession  of  power,  Into  a  monster.  In  the 
Saored  Book,  which  contains  lessons  of  wisdom 
for  the  politician  as  well  as  for  the  Ohristian, 
we  find  a  happy  illustration  of  the  oomipting  in- 
fluence of  power  upon  the  human  heart  When 
Hazael  came  to  consult  Elisha,  whether  his 
master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover  from 
a  dan|;erous  illneas,  the  prophet,  looking  through 
the  vista  of  futurity,  saw  the  crimes  of  which 
the  messenger  who  stood  before  him  would  be 
guilty,  and  he  wept  Hazael  asked,  "Why 
weepeth  my  Lord  t "  The  prwhet  then  re- 
counted to  him  the  murders  and  the  cruelties 
of  which  he  should  be  guilty,  towturds  the 
children  of  Israel.  Hazae^  in  the  spirit  of  vir- 
tuous indignation,  replied — "  Is  thy  servant  adog 
that  he  should  do  this  thing  1 "  And  Elisha 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thoa 
shalt  be  king  over  Syria."  This  man  after- 
wards became  king,  by  the  murder  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  was  guuty  of  enormides,  the  bare 
recital  of  which  would  make  ns  shudder. 

The  nature  of  man  Is  the  same  under  R^ab- 
Itos  and  under  Monarchies.  The  history  of  the 
human  race  proves,  that  liberty  can  never  long 
be  preserved,  without  popular  Jealousy.  It  is 
the  oondition  of  its  enjoyment  Our  rulers 
must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  col- 
league advanced  the  position  which  he  did,  he 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  oonsequencee  to 
which  his  doctrine  would  lead.  I  anew  that 
be  never  could  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  far ;  but  yet  my  inference  is  per- 
fectly fair  when  I  declare  that  it  Is  a  doctrine 
whidi  only  suits  the  calm  of  dei^tism, '  It  is 
the  maxim  of  despots,  that  the  people  ahoold 
never  inquire  into  the  ooncerns  of  Government. 
Those  who  have  enslaved  mankind,  firom  Omar 
to  Bonaparte,  have  dways  endeavored,  by  pre- 
senting them  with  amusements,  and  by  every 
other  means  in  tbeir  power,  to  attract  the  att«i- 
tion  of  the  people  from  the  conduct  of  their  rul- 
ers. I  therefore  differ,  toto  eatlo,  from  my  col- 
league upon  this  point  If  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr,  Chilton,)  shall 
nave  the  effect  of  more  earnestly  and  more 
closely  direcUng  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  concerns  of  the  Government,  the  result 
will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the  Government 
has  been  administered  upon  correct  princdplea, 
an  intelligent  people  will  do  Justice  to  thdr 
rulers;  if  not,  they  will  take  care  that  evety 
abnse  shall  be  corrected. 

My  colleague  used  an  argument,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  the  present  Auministration, 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  from  that 
quarter.  He  has  stated  that,  since  the  year 
1816  the  national  debt  had  been  reduced,  from 
128  to  66  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true ; 
and  from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one 
who  was  ignorant  the  subject  mi^ht  be  in- 
duced to  believe,  that  a  large  portion  of  this 
reduction  may  t>e  fairly  attributed  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration.  He  evidently  endeavored 
to  make  this  impression  upon  the  House. 
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I  would  ask  the  gentleman  what  agracj  had 
the  present  Admlnistfation — naj,  what  agency 
conld  they  possibly  hare  had,  in  the  rednctton 
of  the  pobhc  debt  t  Are  they  entitled  to  the 
least  oiWit  upon  that  acconott  Cert^nly  not. 
It  was  a  snbject  over  which  they  had  no  coDtrol. 
The  laws  wuioh  brought  the  revenue  into  the 
Treasury,  ont  of  whidi  the  debt  was  paid,  ex- 
isted lODg  before  they  came  into  existence. 
Commerce  wafted  into  oar  ports  wealth  from 
all  nations,  and  the  duties  which  were  collected 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise, 
they  were  bmmd  to  apply  to  the  extinguish- 
ment  oS  the  demands  which  existed  against  the 
country.  The  Administration  only  did  that, 
which  they  oould  not  hare  avoided  doing. 
The  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  and  they  applied  that  portion  of 
it  which  they  were  bound  by  law  to  apply,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  I  have 
hitherto  admitted,  that  they  ^plied  it  fairly. 
The  ancient  British  monarch,  who,  to  show  his 
people  the  impotence  of  homan  power,  com- 
manded the  tides  of  the  ocean  not  to  flow,  had 
no  more  aathority  orer  the  laws  of  nature,  than 
the  present  Administration  coold  ha,VQ  bad,  in 
preventing  the  tide  of  wealth,  out  of  which  the 
publio  deM  has  been  reduced,  from  flowing  into 
the  country.  Men  can  nevw  M  entitied  to  credit 
for  doing  that  which  th^  conld  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  bestow  npon  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, for  paying  the  national  debt,  is 
certainly  not  their  due. 

It  is  true  that,  in  times  like  the  present,  the 
Bepuhlic  is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the 
clouds  of  adversity  are  lowering  over  the  coun- 
try, and  when  direct  taxation  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the 
people  are  watchnil  and  jealous,  and  will  then 
ottend  strictly  to  their  own  concerns.  It  is  in 
tiie  halcyon  days  of  peace  and  prosperity,  when 
the  Jeawn^  of  the  people  slumbers,  that 
abuses  are  most  likely  to  steal  Into  the  odminis- 
tiation  of  your  Government.   I  chai^  not  the 

f resent  Administration  wit^  corruption;  but 
do  most  solemnly  believe,  that  several  of  their 
measures  have  had  a  strong  tendency  towards 
it.  I  thank  Heaven  that,  in  these  days,  a 
"  Uilitary  Chieftain  "  has  arisen,  whose  name 
is  familiar  to  the  Itps  of  even  the  most  humble 
citiien  of  this  country,  because  his  services 
live  in  their  hearts,  who  will  be  able,  by  the 
suff^*ages  of  the  people,  to  wrest  the  power  of 
tills  Government  from  the  hands  of  its  pr^nt 
possessors^  No  one  else  could,  at  this  time, 
have  sueoessfnUy  opposed  the  immense  patron- 
age and  power  of  the  Administration. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  that  the  present  Ad- 
minisbation  have  not  the  least  claim  to  merit, 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  It  Is  a 
claim  which  has  no  foundation  upon  which  to 
rest.  It  is  one  of  the  splendid  generalities  to 
which  my  colleague  has  resorted,  which,  when 
yon  come  to  examine  minutely,  vanishes  from 
the  touch. 


[FnacABT,  ies& 

I  shall  now  leave  my  colleaj^e  fixnn  Penn* 
sylvania,  but  with  tiie  intention  of  returning 
to  him,  after  I  shall  have  disposed  of  some  <u 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  llassa- 
chusettSi,  (Mr.  Evkbbtt.)  Before,  however,  I 
commence  my  reply  to  that  gentleman.  I  b^ 
leave  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  last 
Presidential  election.  I  shall  pnrposely  pus 
over  every  charge  which  has  been  made,  that 
it  was  accomplished  by  bargain  and  sale,  or  by 
actual  corruption.  If  that  were  the  case,  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact ;  and  shall  there- 
fore say  nothing  about  it  I  shall  ai^e  this 
question  as  though  no  such  charges  bad  ever 
been  made.  So  far  as  it  regards  the  conduct 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
pursue,  at  the  approaching  election,  I  agree  en- 
tirely with  the  eloquent  gentleman  &om  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Randolph,)  (I  cannot  with  propriety 
call  him  my  friend,)  that  it  can  make  no  differ- 
ence whether  a  bai^n  existed  or  not,  Kay, 
in  some  aspects  in  which  the  subject  may  he 
viewed,  the  danger  to  the  people  would  be 
the  greater,  if  no  corruption  had  existed.  It  is 
true,  that  this  circumstance  ought  greatly  to  in- 
fluence our  individual  opinions  of  the  men  who 
now  wield  the  destinies  of  the  Republic ;  but 
yet  the  precedent  would  be  at  least  equal^ 
dangerous,  in  the  one  ease,  as  in  the  other,  u 
flagrant  and  gross  corruption  bad  existed, 
every  honest  man  would  start  from  it  with  in- 
stinctive horror,  and  the  people  would  indig- 
nantly hurl  those  men  from  the  seats  of  power, 
who  had  thus  betrayed  their  dearest  interests. 
If  the  election  were  pure,  there  is,  therefore, 
the  greater  danger  in  the  precedent.  I  believe, 
in  my  soul,  that  the  precedent,  which  was 
tabliahed  at  the  last  I^esidential  election,  ought 
to  be  reversed  by  the  people,  and  this  is  one  of 
my  principal  reasons  for  oppo»og  the  re-election 
of  the  present  Chief  Hagistrato. 

Let  us  examine  this  snlgect  more  closely. 
General  Jackson  was  returned  by  the  people  of 
this  country  to  the  Honse  of  Representative^ 
with  a  plurality  of  electoral  votes.  The  distin- 
guished individual  who  is  now  the  Secretary  of 
State,  was  then  the  Speaker  of  this  Honse.  It 
is  perfectly  well  known,  that,  without  his  vote 
and  influence,  Ifr.  Adams  could  not  have  been 
elected  President.  After  the  election,  we  he- 
held  that  distinguished  individoal,  and  no  man 
in  the  United  States  witnessed  the  spectacle 
with  more  regret  than  I  did,  descending, — ye% 
sir,  I  say  descending — from  the  elevated  station 
which  you  now  occupy,  into  the  cabinet  of  the 
Preddent  whom  be  had  elected. 

**  Quad  turn  jniitatas  ab  iDo." 

In  the  midnight  of  danger,  dnring  the  darkest 

£eriod  of  the  Tate  war,  "his  thrilling  trump 
ad  cheered  the  land."  Although  among  the 
great  men  of  that  day  there  was  no  acknowl- 
edged leader  upon  this  floor,  yet  I  have  been 
informed,  upon  the  best  authority,  that  he  was 
"primiu  int^r  parea."  I  did  wish,  at  a  future 
time,  to  see  lum  elevated  still  higher.  I  am 
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on«  ci  the  last  men  in  the  oonntry  who  could 
triumph  over  his  fallen  fortunes.  Should  be 
ever  return  to  what  I  believe  to  be  correct 
poUtical  principles,  I  shall  willingly  fi^ht  in  the 
flame  ranks  with  him  as  a  companion — nay, 
after  a  short  probation,  I  shonld  willingly  ac- 
knowledge him  as  a  leader.  What  briUtant 
prospects  has  that  man  not  sacrificed  t 

Tliis  precedent,  should  it  be  confirmed  by 
the  people  at  the  next  eleotion,  will  he  one  ^ 
most  daageroQS  eharacter  to  the  Bepablio.  Tlie 
election  of  Freddent  most,  I  fear,  often  de- 
volve npon  thia  Honse.  We  have  bid  Uttle  rea- 
son to  expect,  that  any  amendment  tin  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  will  be  made  to  the  consti- 
tution in  our  day.  There  are  so  many 
conflicting  interests  to  reconcile,  so  many 

e>wer8  to  balance,  that,  when  we  consider  the 
rge  majority  in  each  branch  of  Oongress,  and 
the  still  larger  ra^ority  of  States,  required  to 
amend  the  constitution,  the  prospect  of  any 
change  is  almost  hopeless.  I  beheve  it  will 
long  remain  just  as  it  is.  What  an  example, 
then,  will  this  precedent,  in  the  pore  age  of  the 
Bepnblio,  present  to  fbtare  times  I  The  people 
owe  it  to  themselves,  if  the  election  must  de- 
volve upon  this  House,  never  to  sancticm  the 
principle  that  one  of  its  members  may  accept 
from  the  person  whom  he  has  elected,  any  high 
office,  much  less  the  highest  in  his  ^ft  Such 
a  principle,  if  once  established,  must,  in  the 
end,  destroy  the  purity  of  this  House,  and  con- 
vert it  into  a  cormpt  electoral  conclave.  If  the 
individual  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  could  ele(A 
a  President,  and  receive  from  him  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State,  from  the  purest  motives, 
other  men  may,  and  hereafter  will,  pursue  the 
same  polity,  from  the  most  corrupt  "  If  they 
do  these  things  in  the  green  tree,  what  shell  be 
done  In  the  dry  I"  Thui  precedent  wffl  become 
a  cover,  under  which  fiOitare  bargains  and  cor- 
rmi  combinations  will  be  sanmoned;  wider 
which  the  spirit  the  constitation  will  be 
aacrifloed  to  its  letter. 

I  shall  now,  Ur.  &>eaker,  enter  upon  a  more 
particular  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evhsitt.)  I 
wish  I  were  able  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Rajtoolph,)  and 
to  take  the  genial  and  oomprehenstve  views  of 

r>litical  subjects,  which  he  recommended.  As 
cannot  pursue  that  course,  I  must  enter  into 
detail,  and  make  anch  a  ^weoh  as  he  would 
attribnte  to  a  lai^er. 

What  was  the  mrst  important  act  of  the  pres- 
ent AdminbtnUion  ?  No,  not  the  first,  but 
the  first  after  that  message  which  certainly  par- 
took much  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  "  States- 
man of  40  years,"  who  bad  been  bred  in  foreign 
oonrts,  than  that  of  the  pl^n  rimple  American 
Bepublieau.  The  President  claimed  the  power, 
and  mere  courtesy  prevented  htm  from  eier- 
cisii^  it,  of  commissioning  Kinlsters  to  attend 
the  Congress  of  Panama,  without  '*  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate."  My  friend  from 
Hwth  Carolina,  (Ur.  OaBaair,)  waa  ia  vxj 


[H.orK. 

opinion,  correct,  when  he  declared  that  one  of 
the  first  important  acts  of  the  President  had 
been,  to  claim  a  power  in  direct  violation  of 
the  constitution.  Inat  instrument  declares  that 
the  President  '*  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  estabUiited  by  law," 
This  is  a  clear,  pl^  provision.  Upon  what 
authority,  then,  did  the  President  claim  the 
right  to  send  Ministers  to  this  Congress  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate?  The  gentleman 
from  Uaaaachusetts  (Mr.  Evbbxtt)  has  answered 
the  question,  and  has  sustuned  this  clwn  of 
power,  by  a  most  novel  argument.  He  has 
read  to  us  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  1,  1790, 
which  provides  "that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au> 
thorized  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  for  the  support  of  raoh  persons  as  he 
shall  commission  to  serve  the  United  States  in 
foreign  puts,  and  for  the  expense  incident  to 
the  business  In  which  they  may  be  employed." 
How  commission?  Without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate!  Certtunly  not;  unless 
you  can  suppose  that  the  very  first  Congress 
under  the  oonstitntion,  deliberately  intended  to 
destroy  the  power  which  the  constituticm  had 
wisely  conferred  upon  the  Senate.  The  language 
of  the  act  of  Congress  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  power  of  the  Senate;  beoaose  the 
President  does,  in  fact,  always  OMnmisdou  pub- 
lic Ministers  and  pther  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  the  Senate  have  advised  and  oonr 
seoted  to  their  iqipointment  Thia  phraseology 
was  continued,  in  the  several  acts  providing  tM 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations,  until  the  year  1800,  when 
the  act  of  the  19tli  of  March,  1798,  the  last  in 
which  it  had  been  used,  was  sofiered  to  expire. 
Since  that  time,  no  such  expresaicHi  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  any  of  the  subsequent 
acts.  And  yet  this  phrase,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  acts  that  nave  long  ceased  to  exist, 
WAS  laid  hold  of  by  the  Prendent  to  justify  this 
extraordinary  claim  of  power.  Whilst  it  af- 
fords no  ground  tat  its  jnatifioatioiL  it  shows 
how  derirous  men  in  power  are  to  lay  hold  td 
every  pretext  no  matter  how  toiflinft  to  ex- 
tend their  oatuority.  This  is  a  law  en  nature, 
which  can  never  be  abolished  by  any  law  of 
man.  It  proves,  conclusively,  the  wisdom  mid 
the  necessity  <A  watching  over  our  mlers,  with 
a  jealous  eye. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  assml  another  portion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Ur. 
EvxBETT.)  He  argued  against  including  in  the 
resolutions  before  the  House  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  interoourse.  The  gentleman 
ihakflt  his  head.  "Ba  certainly  did  bi^,  that  it 
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looked  like  trenching  upon  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Execntive.  The  eentleman  believes  that 
the  exjMsditare  of  the  contingent  fimd  for 
foreign  intercouree,  is  a  prominent  point  before 
the  Honse.   I  think  so  too. 

The  iq>pIication  of  this  entire  fbnd  is  left  to 
Uie  sonnd  discretion  of  the  Euontive,  and  Is  to 
be  accoonted  for  at  the  Treasaiy,  in  a  twofold 
manner.  It  is  his  Anty  to  account  specitUlj, 
and  produce  regular  voachers,  "  in  all  instances, 
where  the  expenditore  thereof  may,  in  his 
judgment,  be  made  pnblic."  When  that  is 
not  the  case,  he  settles  the  account,  "  bj  making 
a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures 
as  be  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify." 
This  last  is  called  the  secret  service  money. 
This  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  fund.  It  is  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  se- 
cret service  money  is  expended^  should  not  be 
made  pnbUc.  If  the  names  oi  mo»  persons  to 
whom  it  la  (^ven  were  not  kept  secn^t,  the 
Government,  m  times  of  peril,  might  be  pre- 
vented from  getting  important  information, 
which  they  could  otherwise  obtidn.  But,  iix, 
^>eaker,  give  me  the  Administration  which  re- 
quires but  little  secret  service  money,  especially 
m  time  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  i>e- 
lieve,  that  none  is  then  necessary.  A  Repabli- 
oan  Government  ought  to  be  open  in  its  con- 
duct, and  have  as  few  secrets  as  possible. 
Upon  one  occasion,  Jefferson  returned  the 
entire  oontai^nt  fUud,  which  had  been  appro- 
priated for  for^gn  intercourse,  untouched.  I 
am  Just  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
{rinia,  (lb.  BASiwuna,)  that  Washington  did 
the  same.  These  are  examples  well  worthy  of 
imitation  in  our  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  know  the  manner  in  which 
the  present  Administration  have  applied  the 
•eoret  service  money.  I  shall  never  know- 
ingly invade  a  single  right  which  belongs  to  the 
Execntive.  These  resolutions  contain  no  such 
principle ;  but  one  great  reason  why  they  have 
found  any  favor  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  wish  to 
ascertain  the  aggregate  amoont,  not  the  items, 
of  the  secret  service  money  which  has  been 
expended  since  the  present  Admi  nistration  came 
into  power,  and  I  wish  to  have  a  special  ac- 
count lud  before  t^is  House,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  residue  of  the  contingent  ftmd  for 
foreign  intercourse  has  beoi  ex^nded.  This 
will  be  an  invasion  of  no  prerogative  which 
belongs  to  the  Preadent 

I  now  approach  the  main  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Haseachusetts,  (Mr.  Evebett,) 
and  in  the  commencement,  I  shall  lay  down 
a  position  broadly,  which  I  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove  conclusively — that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
$9,000,  whilst  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  di- 
rect and  palpable  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  at  this  day  he  retains 
in  his  pocket  one-half  of  that  soro,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  declared  opinion  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Btatei.  If  I  shall  not  ert»bladi  this 


;  proposition,  I  have  never  been  more  nuatakeo 
in  my  life. 

In  relation  to  outfits  to  be  granted  to  pnl^ 
Ministers,  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  pre- 
ceded that  of  the  1st  May,  1610,  spoke  the 
same  language.  The  gratteman  mnn  Ksms- 
chusetts  ()ir.  Etbbett)  gave  ns  an  faistwieal 
sketefa  of  these  laws ;  bot,  as  they  are  all  the 
same  in  regard  to  the  question  I  am  now  about 
to  ai^e,  I  shall  only  refer  to  the  act  of  the  10th 
May,  1600.  It  was  that  act,  which  ascertaiDed 
the  compensation  of  public  Ministers,  from  its 
date,  until  it  was  repealed  by  the  act  let 
May,  1810.   I  shall  read  its  first  section. 

**  £e  it  enacted,  Ae.  That  exdouve  of  an  outfit, 
which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one 
year*a  salary  to  aDj  Uinister  PleDipotentiarj,  or 
Charg£  dea  Affaires,  to  whom  the  same  may  be  al- 
lowed, the  Preddent  of  the  United  Sutes  dull  not 
allow  to  any  Miidater  FlenipoteDtiary  a  greater  sum 
than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thonnnd  doUars  per  amnoa, 
as  a  compensation  for  aH  Ids  services  and  expenses : 
nor  a  greater  sum  for  tbe  same,  than  four  thoosuid 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annam  to  a  ChargA  des  Af- 
faires; nor  a  greater  sum  for  Uie  same  than  ooe 
thousand  three  htmdred  and  fifty  dollats  per  annum 
to  the  Secretary  of  any  UiniBter  Plenipotentiary.'* 

From  the  origin  of  the  Government,  until  the 
year  1810,  the  President  clearly  had  the  right  to 
allow  an  outfit  to  a  Minister,  whom  he  might 
think  proper  to  transfer  from  one  European 
Court  to  another.  The  language  of  the  act  of 
1600,  and  of  the  previous  acts  is  general  and 
indefinite.  Whether  they  would  have  justified 
him  in  makhig  snch  an  allowance,  to  a  Minis- 
ter whom  he  might  have  emplt^ed  npw  a  new 
miscdon,  the  functions  of  which  were  to  be  ex- 
ercised at  the  court  where  he  resided,  is  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  I  shall  express  no  opinion. 

The  act  of  1810  limited  the  general  language 
of  that  of  1800,  and  confined  the  dis^etion  at 
the  President,  in  the  allowance  of  outfits,  to  the 
case  of  a  Minister  *'  on  going  from  the  United 
States  to  any  foreign  country."  Hie  first  sec- 
tion of  that  act,  ^r  fixing  the  annual  com- 
pensation of  foreign  Ministers,  Charg^  and 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  contains  the  following 
enactment :  "  Provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  fu* 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  allow  to 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  'or  Charge  des 
Affaires,  on  going  from  the  United  Sbtttt  to 
any  foreign  country,  an  outfit,  which  shall  in 
no  case  exceed  one  year's  full  salary  of  snch 
Minister,  or  Cbarg6  des  Affures."  Tliis  act,  in 
express  terms,  limits  the  general  expresdons  <^ 
former  laws.  It  authorizes  the  Preeident  to 
allow  an  ontfit  to  every  public  Minister,  up<m 
his  first  appointment,  for  the  purpose  of  esta1>- 
lishing  him  abroad.  After  he  baa  received  one 
outfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  United  States  to 
the  Government  to  which  he  has  been  sent,  in 
case  he  should  be  tranrferred  from  it  to  another 
Government,  the  President,  unoe  the  act  of 
1810,  has  not  had  the  powo'  of  allowing  him 
a  second  outfit 

I  am  ^ad  that  die  gentlmuin  tnm  IIim- 
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ohiuetta  (Mr.  Etxbstt)  cited  the  cases  which 
he  has  dooe,  of  the  allowance  of  outfits  to 
if  iniatera,  by  the  Exeontive,  opon  transferring 
them  from  one  European  conrt  to  another.  If 
the  gentleman  had  not  done  so,  we  miffht  have 
been  at  a  loaa  to  account  for  the  diaage  of 
phraseology  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  differ- 
cmoe  between  it  and  all  former  acts  iip<Hi  the 
same  sabjeot.  The  case  of  tbe  ontflt  to  Kr. 
Vonroe,  from  his  transfer  from  Eoj^and  to 
France,  and  all  the  other  cases  brooig^t  Into 
the  view  of  the  House  by  the  gentleman,  were 
determined,  nnder  former  laws  which  clearly 

five  to  the  President  power  oTer  the  qaestioa. 
hese  cases  are  anthorities  against  the  gentle- 
man ;  becaose  they  exclusively  show  the  rea- 
son which  guided  the  Legislature,  in  1810,  in 
changing  the  law,  and  in  limiting  the  power  of 
the  President,  in  the  allowance  of  outfits  to 
the  case  of  Ministers,  on  their  departure  from 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country. 

I  may  be  asked,  did  Congreaa  mean  to  de- 
clare, that  no  outfit  should  ever  be  aUowed 
opon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister  from  one  Court 
to  another?  I  answer,  by  no  means.  They 
intended  to  reserve  to  Umnselvea  the  power  ot 
deciding,  in  each  particular  case,  whether  any 
new  outfit  ought  to  he  allowed,  and,  if  bo,  what 
should  be  its  amoont.  If  a  Minister  should  be 
transferred  from  one  extremity  of  Europe  to 
another  —  ^m  Lisbon  to  St.  Petersbura,  a 
new  outfit  of  $9,000  might  be  nece>uary.  Bat, 
in  the  case  of  a  transfer  from  Lisbon  to  Mad- 
rid, there  might  be  no  occasion  for  any  new 
onmt;  aud,  if  there  were,  the  one-half  of  a  fhll 
outfit,  or  even  lew,  would  probably  be  sufllclent 
The  present  Administration,  in  the  eaUuiates 
which  they  submitted  to  this  Uoose,  ac  Uie  last 
session  of  Ooogress,  asked  a  second  outfit  of 
$9,000  for  our  Minister  at  Mexico,  because  they 
intended  to  transfer  him  from  the  Oity  of  Mex- 
ico to  Tacubaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight  or 
nine  miles.  Although  I  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  allow  a  full  oatifit,  in  such  a  case,  yet  I  was 
glad  that  the  request  had  been  made;  because 
it  showed  that  the  Executive  were  returning  to 
a  correct  coostmotion  of  the  law,  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  It  showed  that  the  President  was 
unwilling  to  follow  the  precedents  whieh  ex- 
isted heretofore,  upon  the  transfer  of  a  Uinister 
from  one  court  to  another;  or  otherwise  he 
would  have  aUowed  him  an  ontfil^  without  con- 
anltiog  Congress. 

In  my  Juc^ent,  the  act  of  1810  is  so  pliun, 
that  he  who  runs  may  read.  It  is  a  aniversai 
rule  of  construction,  that  when  a  law  delegates 
a  special  power  to  an  individual,  and  confines 
its  exercise  to  a  particular  cause,  that  it  neces- 
sarily excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power  over  all  other  cases.  The  act  of 
Oongresa  gave  to  the  President  the  special 
power  of  allowing  an  outfit  to  a  Minister,  when 
ne  was  leaving  the  United  States  and  going  to 
a  for^gn  oonntry;  bnt  yet,  that  act  has  re- 
ceived such  a  oonstmotion,  that  the  Executive 
have  claimed  and  exercised  the  power  of  allow- 
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ing  outfits,  in  all  cases,  without  limitation,  and 
without  retftr^nt.  For  this  purpose,  the  con- 
tingent fund  is  used,  in  violation  of  the  law. 

It  will  not  only  be  canons,  but  instructive, 
to  mark  the  (n'aduBl  progress  of  the  Ezetifttive, 
unMt  at  lengui  they  repealed  the  act  of*1810. 
In  the  month  of  ^ril,  1818,  the  present  Presi- 
dent, then  l>^g  our  resident  Minister  at  Rus- 
na,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary, under  the  Joint  commission,  to  treat 
with  England.  As  this  commission  owed  its 
origin  to  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  seat  of  the  negotiation  was  to  be  at 
St.  Petersfaui^.  A  short  time  after  the  ap- 
pointment, Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams,  $9,000,  a  full  outfit ; 
although,  at  the  time,  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  Mr.  Adams  should  change  his  residence. 
The  Honse  will,  therefore,  observe,  that  this 
was  not  even  the  case  of  a  transfer  from  one 
court  to  another ;  but  it  was  the  allowance  of  a 
ftiU  outfit  to  the  same  IGnister,  while  be  con- 
tinued at  the  same  court.  The  then  President, 
when  he  directed  the  money  to  be  sent,  no 
doubt  expected  that  Congresss  would  sanction 
his  conduct  Accordingly,  we  find  that  an  ap- 
propriation was  asked  to  cover  this  outfit.  The 
question  was  then  brought  before  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  determination, 
and  was  deliberately  decided.  A  legislative 
construction  was  given  in  August,  1816,  to  the 
act  of  1810,  agfuost  this  outfit;  but  Congress, 
exerdung  a  liberal  discretion,  allowed  Mr. 
Adams  $4,600  instead  of  $9,000. 

Some  tijue  after  this  determination  of  the 
question,  (too  long  perhapSj)  on  the  2Sd  June, 
1814,  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  to  ui.  Adams,  In  the 
following  words :  It  is  necessary  to  apprise 
you,  that,  alt^iongh  a  fhll  outfit  was  transmitted 
to  you  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  al- 
lowed yon  by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of 
the  extra  mission  at  St.  Petersburg,  yet  the 
Legislature,  on  a  reference  of  the  subject  to 
them,  for  an  appropriatioUj  decided  the  princi- 
ple by  the  amount  appropriated,  and  the  discus- 
sion which  took  place  at  the  time,  that  half  an 
outfit  only  ooold  be  allowed  to  a  Minister,  nn- 
der circumstances  applicable  to  your  case.  In 
your  drafts  on  the  bankers,  and  in  your  fhtura 
accounts,  yoo  wilt  be  pleased  to  keep  this  deduc- 
tion in  view."  After  the  present  President  had 
thus  discovered  that  the  money  was  sent  to  him 
by  mistake,  did  he  snbmit  to  the  decision  of 
Congress?  No,  sir.  Although,  within  the 
period  of  eight  years,  before  his  return  to  this 
country,  he  had  received  $116,000  from  this 
"  penurious  Government; "  yet  he  stUl continued 
to  persist  in  retaining  the  whole  outfit  in  his 
pocket.  Congress  gave  a  construction  to  their 
own  law.  Tbey  believed  it  had  been  violated, 
when  an  outfit  of  $9,000  was  sent  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  Mr.  Adams ;  yet  they  liberally  allowed 
him  $4,500.  Instead  m  accepting  that  snm  with 
gratitude,  he  made  a  complaint  against  this 
"  pennrioiu  Govemmoit,"  and  denied  the  right 
of  the  Le^datnn  of  the  Union  to  intofbre. 
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He  declared  that  the  priociple  which  Oongresi 
would  settle,  by  an  ultimate  refasal  to  allow  the 
appropriation,  could  be  do  other  than  a  prinoL- 
ple  to  confiscate,  without  any  allied  offence." 

Tlffi  next  year,  however,  oonveyed  him  good 
tiding  from  this  oonntry.  On  the  No- 
vember,  1616,  Hx.  Monroe  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams,  marked  "  private,"  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract:  "It  was  doubted 
whether  the  inhibition  of  a  greater  sum  ^an 
one  yearns  salary  as  an  outfit,  contained  in  the 
terms  on  going  from  the  United  States,  might 
not  be  constmed,  as  preclndiog  an  allowance  by 
way  of  outfit,  to  any  Minister  who  did  not  go 
from  the  United  States.  Mr.  Irving^a  appoint- 
ment to  Spain  involved  the  same  question.  It 
was  wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  de- 
liberate coDsideratioii,  than  could  be  bestowed 
on  it,  when  the  lettM>  of  March  16th  was  written 
to  yon.  I  have  now  the  satJsfoction  to  iafimn 
yon,  tiiat  the  subject  has  been  maturely  weir- 
ed, and  that  the  result  has  been  in  fovor  of  the 
outfit,  on  the  principle  that  those  restrictive 
terms,  if  fq>pUoable  to  Ministers  already  in 
Europe,  are  no  farther  so,  than  to  confine  the 
allowance  to  them  within  the  same  limit" 
This  letter  communicated  to  him  that  construc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Department,  which,  since 
it  was  mode,  has  entirely  repealed  in  practice 
the  limitation  upon  the  allowance  of  outfits, 
contdned  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  secured  to 
him  his  fbll  outfit,  in  oppositioa  to  the  will  of 
the  Leraslatnre,  which  had  been  clearly  ex- 
pressed in  1618.  fVom  1810  tiU  November, 
1816,  this  act  was  obeyed  both  in  Ha  letter  and 
in  its  roirit.  Then,  and  not  till  Uien,  did  it  sink 
under  Exeontive  construction. 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Adama  continued  un- 
aettled  at  the  Treasury,  a  balance  appearing 
against  him,  until  after  the  passt^  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  in  April,  1822.  That 
act  provided  "  that  no  money  appropriated  by 
the  said  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  bin  ' 
compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted 
for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for 
which  he  may  be  liable."  In  oanseoQenoe  of 
fhe  existent  of  this  salutary  proton,  the 
OomptroUw  of  the  Treasnry  refosed  to  pay  Mr. 
Adams  his  aalvy  as  Secretary  of  State,  ontil 
his  account,  as  a  Foreign  Minister,  should  be 
liquidated.  He  appealed  from  this  decision  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  President,  and,  in  sup- 
port of  his  appeal,  cited  the  private  letter 
which  Mr.  Monroe,  when  Secretary  of  State, 
had  written  to  him  in  November,  1815,  as  con- 
clusive of  the  ouestion.  In  this  appeal,  he 
says,  '*  that  the  President  was  authorized,  by 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1st 
Hay,  1810,  to  make  this  allowance,  cannot  be 
qnestioned,  nnder  the  construction  which  has 
uniformly  been  raven  to  1^  a  oonstmotion 
a|>plied  upon  foil  deliberatifm  and  advisement, 
and  which  baa  been  admitted  In  other  cases 
npon  the  settlement  of  acooants  at  the  Treasury. 
Mm  thia  ouutraotion,  I  refer  to  the  00117  of 


your  letter  of  the  10th  November,  1816,  ben* 
with  submitted." 

This  subject  was  referred,  by  the  President^ 
to  the  Attomey-OenOTal  at  the  United  Stafeu 
and  the  oonstraetioai  which  bod  beoi  placea 
npon  the  act  of  Cfmgreas,  by  the  AdmiDiatrm- 
aon,  in  1618,  was  fhlly  snstained,  in  the 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.  In  his  c^nnieii, 
dated  June  6th,  1822,  he  declares,  that  the 
question  of  oot^t  is  given  to  the  Preadent, 
exclusively,  and  without  limit,  save  only  he  is 
not  to  exceed  a  whole  year's  salary."  And 
thus,  sir,  yon  perceive  in  what  manner  a  law, 
which,  in  express  terms,  limited  the  ex^xise  of 
the  discretion  of  the  Preudent,  in  the  allow- 
ance of  outfits  to  Ministers  "on  going  from 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  has 
become  unlimited;  and  how  the  exdosive 
power  over  the  qnestitm  of  outfit  haa  be«i  coo- 
fienred  upon  the  Prerident  Notwithstut£og 
this  high  authority,  however,  I  think  I  have 
maint^ed  my  propoution,  and  established, 
conclusively,  Uiat  Mr.  Adams  now  retiUns  in 
his  pocket  $4,500,  in  violation  of  the  act  of 
1810,  and  in  violation  of  the  solemn  l^psladve 
construction  which  it  received  in  1818. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  EvEBRTT,)  even  if  there  were  any  thing 
wrong  in  the  settlement  of  the  acconots  of  Mr. 
Adams,  he  is  not  to  blame.  He  did  not  inter- 
fere— he  left  all  these  matters  to  the  acconotiog 
offioers  (tf  the  Treasary.  Is  thb  the  Uet  f  JM 
he  not  reoeire  the  money,  and  does  be  not  stiQ 
retain  it  t  Did  he  reftise  to  reftmd  It,  whtn  it 
was  demanded  by  the  Comptroller?  Bid  be 
not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  offioer  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ?  And  was 
not  his  refusal  to  comply  with  the  deci»on  <^ 
Congress  the  cause  why  the  act  of  1810  hn 
received  that  construction,  wbidi  has  pvra  to 
the  President  "  exclusively,  and  witikont  linn^** 
the  power  over  outfits  f 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact  which  I  wish  to 
put  right,  before  I  proceed  fbrthw.  Mr.  Adam^ 
in  his  account,  on  the  80th  June,  1814,  charged 
the  sum  of  |886  88,  the  expenses  of  a  joanKT* 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Ghwit.  Jt  is  tat  jut 
to  him  to  say,  that  he  had  left  his  fiunOy  behind 
him,  at  St.  Petersburg.  He  never  did  retnra 
from  Ghent  to  SL  Petersburg ;  but,  iben 
was  allowed  to  him  the  sum  of  $886  Stfjjcr 
his  expenses  in  returning  to  that  capital.  This 
is  what  has  been  so  often  called  his  constractive 
Jonmey.  The  constmction,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  After  this  allowance  had  been  made, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  travelling  txpaiatit 
of  Mr.  Bayard  aud  Mr.  Gallatin,  from  St. 
Petersburg  to  London,  and  from  thence  to 
Ghent,  amounted,  for  each,  to  the  snm  of  $1,666 
54.  Their  Jonmey  was  aoofHnplished  chiefly 
by  land.  In  the  final  settiement  <Mr  the  acooont 
of  Mr.  Adams,  instead  of  $886  86,  wbicb  bad 
been  at  flrat  allowed  to  bim  fyr  the  expense 
of  a  journey  which  he  never  made,  he  waa 
allowed  the  sum  of  $1,666  64.  Hie  reasoa  for 
tbia  change  wMdi  is  flpread  190a  tin  &oe  of 
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the  account  itseU^  is,  that  he  was  at  llrat 
allowed  bnt  $880  86  "under  an  impression 
that  the  same  sam,  charged  bj  him  for  the 
joomey  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Oheot,  woold 
oe  equal  to  the  expenses  of  his  retnm,  bat 
which  now  appears,  would  not  have  been  the 
case,  as  that  joame;^  waa  made  chiefly  br 
water,  but  his  retom  most  have  been  by  land, 
and  by  the  same  route  as  that  taken  by  Messrs. 
Gallatin  and  Bayard,  and  equally  expeDsive." 

These  are  the  facta.  I  snail  not  argae  this 
point  bnt  will  leave  it  to  my  ooUeagae  and 
mend  from  Pemu^lrania,  QIt.  Ihobah,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  I  do  not 
say  that  some  allowance  onght  not  to  have 
been  made  to  Hr.  Adams,  nnder  the  peculiar 
eircamstances  of  the  case.  One  thing,  bow- 
ever,  is  eertidn ;  that  he  did  receive  $1,666  64, 
for  the  expenses  of  a  journey  which  he  never 
made ;  becaase  he  never  did  return  from  Qhent 
to  8t  Peterabnrg. 

[Here  Mr.  Randolph  asked  Mr.  BT7oai.NAN 
to  define  what  was  a  constructive  Journey.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virpnia,  If  he  oonnot 
define  it  himself  no  man  in  this  Hoase  can. 

But,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  centleman 
fhnn  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Etksirt,)  that  prece- 
dents sanction  the  aJlowanoe  of  the  outfit  to 
Mr.  Adams.  I  admit  there  have  been  prece- 
dents in  abundance  since  1816 ;  but  it  is  ag^nst 
this  very  doctrine  of  "safe  precedents,"  that 
I  am  now  contending.  On  the  fourth  of  March 
neil^  it  will  he  seven  and  twenty  years  since 
tlie  inauguration  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  What  has 
been  our  history  ever  since  t  Each  President 
has  nominated  his  snooessor  as  regularly  as 
though  the  constitution  conferred  upon  him 
that  power.  During  this  period,  each  President 
has  been  called  upon  to  sanction  that  which  he 
bad  done  as  Secretary  of  State,  ^le  line  of 
"safe  OTeeedenta"  has  been  nnbn^en,  and  Uie 
first  office  in  the  world  haa  passed  as  r^larly 
to  each  succeeding  Secretary  of  State,  as  the 
imperial  crown  ever  descended  from  father  to 
•on.  How  is  it  possible  that  abuses  can  ever 
be  corrected,  imder  such  eircamstances?  A 
trifling  departure  from  the  law  to-day  becomes 
a  precedent  for  a  greater  violation  to-morrow  ; 
and  whilst  power  ocmtinues  to  flow  in  one  on- 
broken  tine  abuses  must  still  continue  increas- 
ing. There  is  no  remedy  for  the  people,  hut 
breaking  this  line  of  nfe  precedents.  It  ia 
this  regntar  ooorse  of  snooesutm,  whieh  in  the 
lapse  of  time  destn^  monardiiea.  The  abnses 
irhich  the  fiither  introduoeB,  are  aancticHied  and 
extended  by  the  son,  until  at  leng;th,  after  a 
few  generations,  the  whole  Oovemment  be- 
comes tainted  with  corruption,  and  there  is 
nothing  left  for  the  people,  but  the  dreadful 
remedy  of  a  revolution.  It  is  the  principle 
^funst  which  I  am  now  contending,  without  a 
RMcial  reference  to  any  particular  Administra- 
tion. The  people  of  the  United  SteAee  have  at 
length  determined  to  break  this  line  of  Cabinet 
■DOoeMfon,  and  to  rerarae  the  doetiine  of  safe 
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precedents ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  they  will 
accomplish  their  purpose.  Rotation  in  office— 
that  salutary  principle  in  a  Republican  Oovem- 
ment, which  porifles  the  political  atmosphere, 
and  causes  the  successor  to  view  with  a  jealous 
and  scrutinizing  eye,  the  acts  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  him — has  had  no  real 
existence.  In  the  Federal  Government,  since 
the  days  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  There  has  been 
a  regular  succession  ever  since.  Is  an  abuse 
now  pointed  out  t  We  are  at  once  told,  it  ia 
8ancta(med  by  a  precedent;  the  Monroes  and 
the  Gallatins  have  done  the  same  thing,  and 
why  shall  we  not  do  so  too  t  I  answer,  when 
the  law  forbids  it,  precedents  onght  to  be  dl^ 
regarded.  All  the  precedents  whidi  have 
eusted  since  1816,  although  they  have  violated 
can  never  repeal  the  act  of  1810. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evs- 
BBTT.)  which  relates  to  the  billiard  table.  I 
abould  not  have  said  one  word  upon  this  sab- 
ject,  did  I  not  differ  entirely  in  rdation  to  it, 
■from  the  gentlemen  from  Yiivinia  and  Sooth 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Rardolph  and  Mr.  HAKiLnmr.) 
I  mimlt  thiat  the  expenditure  of  fifty  dollars  is 
a  very  little  matter  and  thin  has  ever  been  the 
opinion  of  my  Mend  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Cabsoh,)  who  has  been  so  often  introdoced 
into  the  debate.  If  there  be  any  gentleman  ia 
the  House,  who  r^ards  fifty  dollars  less  than 
he  does,  I  do  not  know  the  man.  The  question 
worthy  of  our  consideration,  is,  not  whether 
the  price  of  the  billiard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury,  or  out  of  the  private  purse 
of  the  President;  but  whether  the  billiard 
table  ought  to  be  set  up,  as  an  article  of  furni- 
ture, in  the  House  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States!  I  am  fk«e  to  say,  I  think  It 
ooght  not  In  the  State  of  Virginia  billiard 
tables  are  prohibited  evai  in  the  mansions  ot 
private  gentlemen  under  very  severe  pmalties. 
The  gentleman  from  Ylr^ia  therefore  cannot 
indulge  in  this  game  at  home ;  for  I  know  him 
too  well  to  believe  that  he  woold  violate  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  This  shows  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  that  ancient  and  respect- 
able Commonwealth  in  relation  to  the  game  of 
billiards.  To  use  a  familiar  expression  of  their 
own,  they  do  not  go  agunst  eiUier  the  exercise 
or  the  amusement  of  the  play ;  bat  they  know 
the  temptation  which  it  presenta  to  gwinbling, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  vhioh  must  follow  in 
its  tr^n.  It  haa  a  direct  toideney  to  oormpt 
the  morals  of  our  yoath.  Indeed,  I  doubt 
whether  tiiere  be  a  Angle  State  in  the  Union 
which  has  not  prohibited  the  game  ot  InlUarda. 
The  people  of  the  Umted  States  are  generally 
a  moral  and  religious  people ;  a  proper  regard, 
therefore,  for  public  opinion,  for  the  scruples 
of  the  pious,  ought  to  have  prevented  the  first 
Magistrate  of  the  Union  from  setting  such  an 
example.  [Here  Mr.  Randolph  observed  there 
was  no  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia  a^nst 
playing  billiards.]  Mr.  Boouanaji  then  said  the 
President  of  the  United  Statea  ia  not  only  the 
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President  of  the  Bistrict  of  Colnmbia  bnt  of  tiie 
whole  American  people ;  and  thej  condemn  this 
and  every  other  species  of  gambling.  Onght, 
tiben,  the  man  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  most 
exalted  station  upon  earth,  and  whose  example 
most  have  a  most  powerful  and  extensive  infla* 
ence  upon  the  morals  of  the  jouth  of  onr  conn- 
tx7,  to  set  np  a  billiard  table  as  an  artide  of  fami- 
tture,  in  the  house  which  belongs  to  the  Ameri- 
can people !  He  certmnl?  ought  not  to  keep 
such  an  article  of  furniture  in  that  house,  nor 
ought  he  there  to  play  at  the  game.  I  should 
never  have  invaded  his  domestic  retirement  for 
the  pnrpose  of  discovering  whether  he  kept  a 
billiard  table  or  not.  I  should  never  have 
been  the  first  to  bring  tlus  matter,  either  before 
the  House,  or  the  country.  It  has  been  bronght 
here  by  others^  and  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  the  subject 

I  shall  now  approach  another  branch  of  my 
oolleague^s  argument.  I  Ailly  assent  to  bis 
general  proposition,  that  it  is  both  our  duty  and 
onr  interest  to  caltivate  Mendly  relatione  with 
ev«ry  civilized  naticai ;  and  for  tiiiat  pnrpose  we- 
shonld  interchange  vnth  them  Ministers  and 
diplomatlo  agents.  Our  Ministers,  when  sent 
to  a  foreign  court,  shonld  remain  there,  and 
not  return  home  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
question  upon  which  I  would  say,  I  shotdd  join 
issue  with  the  gentleman,  did  this  expression 
not  "  smell  of  the  shop,"  is  in  what  manner 
ought  our  Uinisters  to  appear  abroad  t  Ours 
is  uie  only  pure  Kepnblican  Government  upon 
the  earth.  All  our  habits  and  our  manners 
ought  to  be  congenial  to  the  nmplicity  and 
dimity  d  onr  institutions.  Among  men  of 
sense  abroad,  onr  Ministers  attired  in  the  style 
of  country  gentlemeii,  would  be  more  respect- 
able, and  more  respected,  than  if  they  were 
bedizened  in  all  the  colors  of  the  riunbow. 
la  every  attempt  to  ape  the  splendor  of  the 
representatives  of  monarchical  Governments, 
we  must  fail.  The  veriest  menial  of  the  most 
contemptible  court  in  Europe  who  appears 
abroad  in  the  character  of  a  foreign  Minister, 
will  be  able  to  eclipse  in  dress  and  finery,  the 
representatives  of  the  American  people. 

What  was  the  example  of  the  ancient  Bo- 
mansf  In  tiie  days  of  their  purity  and  their 
greatness  did  th^  ever  attempt  to  vie  with  the 
mlendor  of  the  Anatic  deqmts  whom  they  snb- 
daedt  Did  they  send  arabaasadors  to  tiie 
East,  clothed  in  goi^ous  apparell  No,  they 
went  in  the  simple  dignity  of  Soman  citizens, 
dothed  with  the  majesty  and  power  of  the 
Roman  people:  and  they  carried  respect  for 
the  Roman  name,  wherever  they  went.  It 
was  upon  this  model  that  Dr.  Franklin  acted, 
when  ne  appeared  as  our  Minister  at  the  court 
of  France,  in  the  plain  dress  of  a  country 
gentleman.  He  would  have  deserved  immor- 
^ity  for  this  act  alone.  He  set  an  example 
from  which  his  successors  ought  never  to  have 
dewrted. 

what  is  now  I2ie  case!  The  last  Adniiniatra- 
tioa  have  {wesoribed  a  nnifonn  to  be  worn  by 
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our  foreign  Ministers.   It  consists  of  a  military 
coat,  covered,  and  glittering  with  gold  laoe,  A» 
cost  of  which  is  not  less  than  600  dallara,  and 
a  chapean  and  small  sword,  oorrespondinp  witb 
it  in  splendor  I    And  this  dress  is  what  my 
colleague  has  caUed  the  livery  of  the  Americn 
people,  which  our  Ministers  on^t  to  be  praad 
to  weart  I  protest  ag^nst  uus  dress  bdw 
,  called  the  livery  of  the  American  people,  u 
is  not  so.   It  is  the  liveiy  ot  the  last|  and  tlie 
present  Administration.   Ko  gentleman  who 
valued  his  standing  with  the  people  of  tfaii 
country,  would  ever  appear  before  than  in 
such  a  garb.   The  people  of  the  United  States 
do  not  even  know  that  snch  a  dress  has  be«a 
prescrilwd  for  their  IGnisters  abroad.    In  many 
instances  It  must  make  ns  appear  ridicuJons  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations.   Ima^e  to  your- 
self a  grave  and  venerable  statesman  who  never 
attended  a  militia  truning  in  his  life,  bnt  who 
has  been  elevated  to  the  statitm  of  a  forrip 
Minister,  in  consequence  <^  his  civQ  attaSiuDenti^ 
appearing  at  court,  arrayed  in  this  nuKtaiy 
coat,  witii  a  chapeau  under  his  arm  and  a 
small  sword  dangling  at  his  side  I    Is  not  boA 
a  man  compelled,  by  omfcHining  to  this  regula- 
tion, to  render  hinoself  ridiculous  t    ^'  A  mfli- 
tary  ohieftun,*'  who,  in  early  life,  had  received 
his  edooation  at  West  Point,  not  the  old  ^  citi- 
zen soldier"  who  resides  npon  his  farm,  might 
sport  a  dress  of  this  kind  with  some  degree  of 
grace ;  but  what  a  ridiculous  spectacle  would  a 
grave  lavryer  or  judge,  of  irixty  years  of  age,  pre- 
sent, arrayed  in  such  a  costume  f  If  t^esabiry  of 
our  foreign  Ministers  be  not  snffident  to  enable 
them  to  exercise  that  liber^  bnt  plain  hos- 
pitality, which  belongs  to  the  oiaracter  of  tb^ 
country,  I  say  again,  let  it  be  incmsed ;  Int 
let  them  never  forget  in  their  dr(a&  or  in  thtir 
manners,  tlie  simple  grandenr  whioh  bdongs  to 
the  character  of  Republicans.   I  trust,  that, 
ere  long,  the  days  of  Franklin  will  again 
return. 

The  gentleman  baa  informed  ns,  that  it  is  his 
opinion  we  ought  to  be  represented  at  dm 
Congress  of  Tacubaya,  should  it  ever  assemble. 
Whatever  I  may  have  thought  of  the  Misncn,  I 
most  heartily  approved  of  the  selection  of  the 
Minister.  For  one,  I  shall  never  aenction  aay 
improper  allumons  made  npon  this  fiom-  to  that 
gentleman,  in  r^ation  to  this  MiaricHi.  There  is 
no  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  Administration,  whom 
I  should  rather  see  promoted,  nor  is  there  any 
man  among  them  more  deserving  of  promotioiL 
If  he  should  ever  agun  go  to  Tacubaya,  I 
should  re^t  to  see  him  in  any  drras,  bat  m 
that  of  an  American  gentleman.  In  that  cos- 
tume, he  will  infinitely  better  represent  his  own 
character,  and  that  of  the  American  people, 
than  if  he  were  decked  out  in  all  the  spl«iaid 
uniform  prescribed  by  the  Administrstaon.  He 
vriU  then  set  an  example  of  ptiUnness  and  sdm- 
plicity,  which  may  be  useful  to  the  JBepubiies 
of  the  South. 

The  gentleman  has  awarded  the  bnrel  crown, 
to  deck  the  brow  cS  the  Mjlitaij  Ohieft^; 
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rat  has  decreed  the  civic  wreath  to  the  states- 
nan  ripened  by  the  experience  of  40  years. 
3e  has  informed  na  he  was  no  prophet ;  and  I 
Mtieve  the  fates  will  never  confirm  his  decree. 
L  trust  and  believe,  that  the  pec^le  of  the 
Jnited  States  will  elevate  the  "  citizen  soldier  " 
x>  the  snpreme  magistracy  of  the  Union.  In 
liat  event  and  after  he  shall  have  been  tried 
>y  them,  I  venture  to  predict,  that  their  award 
will  entwine  the  civic  wreath  with  the  laurel 
irown ;  and  that  Jackson  will  live  in  the  his- 
x>ry  of  his  country,  aa  the  man,  of  the  present 
ige,  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
3rst  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  I  believe 
^at  the  annals  of  the  human  race  will  famish 
bnt  few  examples  of  men,  who  were  endowed 
by  nature  with  rare  and  distinguished  military 
talents,  without,  at  the  same  time,  possessing 
the  capacity  for  (uvil  command.  It  would  be 
easy  to  quote  a  splendid  catalogue  of  names,  in 
proof  of  this  asseraon ;  bat  I  shall  only  men^n 
those  of  Pericles,  Oinoinnatas,  Oharlemagne, 
AU^  Hmry  IVth  of  France,  Nwoleon— 
and,  above  aU,  onr  own  unequalled  Wash- 
ingtcm. 


TuwDAT,  February  6. 
The  House  agun  took  up  the  resolution  on 
Betrenchment 

Mr.  BiTBB  said,  that,  in  embarking  upon  the 
wide  ocean  of  debate  which  lay  before  nim,  he 
hardly  knew  from  what  point  to  take  his 
departnr&  or  in  what  dlroction  to  steer  his 
coarse.  Bat,  as  some  chart  was  indispensably 
necessary,  on  so  extensive  a  voyage,  he  would 
endeavor  to  take  the  resolutions  upon  the  table 
for  his  guide,  with  no  other  deviations  than  the 
stress  of  antecedent  debate  should  unavoidably 
force  him  into.   In  pursuing  this  course  of  dis- 
cussion, he  should  very  much  regret  if  any 
thing  he  might  say  should  excite  a  single  un- 
pleasant sensation  in  the  bosom  of  any  member 
of  the  House,  or  be  considered,  in  any  degree, 
indecorous  or  disrespectful  towards  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government.   I  may  truly  affirm, 
Sfr.  B.,  that  I  entertain  none  other  than 
the  Idndest  feelings  for  every  gentieman  with 
whom  I  have  the  nonor  to  be  aasodated  uprai 
this  floor;  and  towards  the  members  <tf  the 
Admimstradon,  however  much  I  may  be  politi- 
cally opposed  to  them,  I  have  never  harmured 
the  slightest  sentiment  of  ill-will  or  personal 
antipatny.    But,  as  guardians  of  the  public 
weal,  and  sentinels  of  the  public  liberty,  it 
sometimes  becomes  onr  duty  here  to  speak 
unpalatable  truths.   In  doing  so,  I  have  always 
endeavored  to  separate  the  private  from  the 
public  characters  of  persons  in  office;  and 
while  I  reserve  to  myself,  at  all  times,  every 
legitimate  freedom  of  remark  upon  their  official 
ooodoot,  I  heme  I  shall  never  say  any  thing 
whidi  would  be  a  Just  cause  of  personal  (^nee 
to  them  or  their  fnraida. 

In  this  spirit^  I  prooeed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  upon  the  table.  There  are 
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two  features  common  to  all  the  proposiUona, 
They  all  contemplate  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  retrenching  the  future  expenses  €i 
the  Government,  and  an  examination  into  its 
past  disbarsements.  Shr,  I  am  decidedly 
friendly  to  both  of  these  objects.  But  aa  a 
means  of  effecting  them,  I  prefer  the  resolntaon 
recently  sabmittm  by  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,]  because  it  is  more 
specific  and  practical  in  its  character,  and  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  employ  the  instrumentality 
of  a  special,  instead  of  a  Standing  Committee. 
Sir,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  tne  inquiry,  that  it  cannot  be  satisfac- 
torily conducted  by  any  of  the  Standing  Com 
raittees,  already  burthened  with  pre-existing 
duties.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  will  re- 
ceive the  support  of  eveiT  one  who  has  the 
cause  vit  retrenchment  reaUy  at  heart 

Though  it  is  rather  old-fashioned  doctrine, 
Mr.  SpMker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart  I  be- 
lieve there  is  great  occasion  for  it.  It  la  now 
twenty-five  years  since  there  has  been  any  sys- 
tematic reformation  in  the  organization  and  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, l^e  reformation  I  allude  to,  was  at 
the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Admin- 
istration, when  it  was  thorough  and  complete. 
Considering  the  tendency  of  all  Governments 
to  abuse,  to  the  accumulation  <tf  unneoessary 
expenses,  and  the  incumbrance  ot  useless  offices, 
I  cannot  doubt  that  there  has  aris«i  much  ^oe 
that  period  which  requires  correction.  .  The 
tree  of  Executive  patronage  is  continufdly 
throwing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which 
as  constantly  call  for  the  application  of  the 
pmning-knife. 

710)116  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  EvBBsrr)  assented  to  the  general  tendency 
of  all  Governments  to  abuse,  he  said  that  the 
abuse  to  which  this  Government  was  most 
prone,  was  the  abuse  of  parsimony.  Sir,  this 
idea  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  history  of  the' 
operations  of  the  Government ;  and  a  little  re- 
flection wOL  I  think,  satisfy  the  gentleman 
himself  that  his  notion  Is  fsllaiBioua.  How  are 
the  expenses  of  this  Government  supplied  f  By 
direct  unpodtions  upon  the  great  body  of  tho 
pe(^le  f  Ho,  sir,  if  this  were  the  case,  it  wonld 
be  some  check  apon  the  extravagance  of  ih» 
Government.  In  the  State  Governments,  when- 
ever a  new  expenditure  is  authorized,  the  means 
of  meeting  that  expenditure  must  be  provided 
by  direct  taxation  upon  the  people.  The  tax- 
gatherer  goes  annually  to  the  citizen,  and  exacts 
from  him  his  share  of  the  public  contributions. 
If  he  finds  that  share  greater  than  it  was  the 
year  before,  he  knows  by  whose  act  it  is  so ; 
he  demands  of  his  Representative  the  reason 
for  it ;  and  nnlesa  that  reason  b  satiafiwtoi^, 
he  dismisses  him,  and  chooses  another.  It  is  this 
<Urect  and  nndiagdsed  iteration  tut  fhe  system 
of  public  revenue,  under  the  State  Govem- 
menta,  which  ren^rs  the  Bepresentotive  prao- 
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tioally  and  cwrtantly  remmrible  to  fats  oon- 
•tataoits,  and  this  renonnbilitx  ia  a  safflcieot 
aeonrity  agunst  prodigalify  in  the  Qovern- 
ment. 

Bat,  in  thii  Govenuaent,  the  revenae  which 
flnpplies  the  public  expenditures,  is  not  drawn 
into  the  Treasiir7  directly  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  although  thejr  oltimately  mj  it. 
They  pay  it,  however,  in  the  shape  of  an  in- 
oreased  price  for  the  commodities  they  consume ; 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to 
an  act  of  the  Ooremment,  they  ireneraily  look 
no  farther  than  the  merchant  viui  whom  they 
deal.  In  this  way,  the  impodtion  is  diaguised, 
and  the  Bepresentative  is  screened  from  re- 
^Kmsibility.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  vote  millions 
(H  dollars  here,  with  not  so  mnch  hedtation  or 
ocHnponction  aa  we  vote  tiionsamds  in  the  State 
Legidatores.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  the 
.tendency  <^  this  Government,  so  lonir  as  the 
national  revenae  is  derived  principally  from  ex- 
temal  duties,  will  be  to  profusion  and  extrava- 
gance ;  and  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Masaa- 
dinsetts  supposes,  to  parsimtHiy. 

These  general  considerations  sofSoiently  in- 
dicate, to  my  mind,  the  necessity  of  some 
reriaion  of  the  expensea  of  the  Govaniment, 
with  a  view  to  tetwobment.  Bnt  the  gentle- 
man fhnn  Fenn^Wanla  (Ur.  SnoBAir^  said, 
that  some  basis  ought  to  be  laid  for  the  inquiry, 
"What,  sir  {  does  the  gentleman  require  actnal 
proof  of  the  existence  of  abases  f  This  proof 
cannot  be  had  without  inquiry.  then,  we 
can  take  no  initiatory  measure,  for  the  correc- 
tion of  abuses,  without  previous  proof  of  their 
existence ;  as  that  proof  cannot  be  had  without 
inquiry,  and  as,  according  to  the  doobine  of  the 
gentleman  fr<Hn  Fennsylvania,  no  inquiry  on 
the  subject  onght  to  be  made  without  proof, 
abasea  must  ever  remain  without  ever  being 
ooireeted.  The  effect  of  the  doctrine  is  to 
Aelter  the  abwa  of  QoTenumnt  with  an  in- 
violable saaotuarj. 

But,  loT,  the  hworable  gentleman  sn^sested 
another  reason  agfunst  this  inquiry,  whi^  sur- 
prises me  no  less.  He  sud  he  would  not  move 
such  an  inquiry,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
weaken  the  affections  of  the  people  for  the 
Government,  (not  the  Executive  Department 
merely,  but  the  whole  Government,)  by  giving 
nnction  tp  the  idea  that  there  are  abuses  here. 
Sir,  I  would  respeotfnlly  submit  it  to  that  gen- 
ttemtui,  whether  the  affections  and  confidence 
of  the  people  will  be  most  weakened  by  the 
Boppreesion  of  inquiry,  and  thereby  producing 
opwn  the  public  mind  the  inq[>residon  that  we 
are  disposed  to  oonnive  at,  aM  acqniesoe  in, 
abosea,  or  by  pursuing  Inquiry  to  diow  a  det^ 
mination  eitiier  to  purify  the  GoTenunentfirom 
abuses,  if  tiiey  exist,  or  to  dear  it  of  the  odium, 
and  siupicion  of  them,  if  they  do  not  exist. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
took  still  bolder  ground.  He  not  only  sud  that 
there  was  no  sufficient  proof  of  abuses  calling 
for  reform,  but  he  attempted  to  show,  that,  in 
fact,  there  are  no  abuae^  and  that  the  adminia- 


tratiou  of  the  Goremniait  ia  dl8tiii|niiABd 
extraordinary  economy.  Sir,  how  didfaeiaito 
this  out  t  By  reviewing  the  fiscal  operatMU 
of  the  Government  for  the  last  twelve  year^ 
from  1816  to  1827,  and  exhibi^g  their  aeca- 
mulated  results.  He  told  ns  that  within  that 
period,  seventy  millions  of  the  public  debt  bad 
been  paid  o^  besides  maintaining  the  Anoy, 
the  Navy,  the  Civil  list,  and  all  the  other  brandiea 
of  the  public  service ;  and  seemed  to  rely  npoa 
this  aa  &  conclusive  proof  of  the  eoononued 
administratioa  of  our  finances.  Sir,  the  firrt 
remark  which  ocoura  upon  lids  statemcBt 
that,  admitting  its  sufficienoy  as  eridatee  a 
economy,  it  does  not  prove,  what  is  the  ctdy 
matter  with  which  we  nave  any~  emieera,  ttat 
the  administration  of  the  Qovemment  ia,  at 
the  presMit  time,  an  economical  one.  It  could 
prove  only,  that,  in  times  past,  there  has  beem 
economy  I 

Bat,  sir,  I  waive  this  objection,  and  will  go 
back  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  re- 
trospect Is  it  not  a  little  singular,  that,  whila 
the  gentleman  was  telling  us  of  the  amount  cf 
debt  which  had  been  paid  aS,  and  the  expeoaea 
which  had  been  met  by  the  Government,  as 
evidence  of  its  economy,  it  £d  not  occur  to  hnn 
that  he  ought  to  have  told  us  something  of  the 
means  which  had  been  put  at  its  £q>oeal,  fx 
the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  1  Ecoonny, 
sir,  is  a  relative  thing ;  it  depends  on  the  pro- 
portion between  the  results  which  have  ben 
accomplished,  and  the  resouroeswhloh  have  beeB 
furnished  for  accomplishing  them. 

Now,  sir,  what  were  the  resouToea  ci  the 
Government  during  those  twelve  years,  frtsn 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  collected 
the  results  he  so  fondly  displayed  to  the  adnura- 
tlon  of  the  House !  Why,  or,  more  than  800 
millions  of  dollars.  During  several  years  at 
the  period  included  In  the  honoraUe  geBde- 
man's  retrospect,  we  had  direct  ta»i^  and  a 
system  of  intenul  levmne ;  and  from  tboaa 
sources,  added  to  the  onstMu^  the  sales  of  pab- 
lio  lands,  and  the  bank  bonus  uid  dividoidB^ 
the  whole  revenue  which  flowed  into  the  pubBa 
Treasury,  from  1816  to  1827,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded 800  millions  of  dollars  I  Now,  sir,  with 
such  a  fund  as  this  at  its  disposal,  is  it  proat, 
either  of  extraordinary  frugality,  or  of  eco* 
summate  financial  skill  in  the  Govemmoit,  to 
have  p^d  off  70  millions  of  the  deb^  and  de- 
frayed its  ourrent  expenses  f 

The  average  annual  receipts  of  the  Govern- 
ment, during  this  period,  amounted  to  more 
than  36  miUuMia.  We  wiU  rappoae  that  abnft 
10  milHoDS  were  annually  »n>ned  to  the  priad- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  pnbue  debt.  The  ordi> 
nary  current  expensea  of  the  Oovenimait  au^ 
have  amounted  to  about  another  sum  of  10 
millions  annually;  and  there  then  remained  a 
sum  of  6  millions  to  be  expended  ad  libitmn. 
How  the  honorable  gentleman  can  deduce,  fron 
these  facts,  an  evidence  <tf  the  eo(tfiomy  of  the 
Gtovemment,  I  oumot  conceive. 

Bu^  sir,  the  gentleman  from  FeuMjInna 
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exhibited  another  view  of  this  subject,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  us  how  lightly  we  are  taxed 
for  the  support  of  our  institutions.  He  told  us 
that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Government, 
for  the  year  1826,  was  24  millions  of  dollars, 
which,  assessed  upon  our  twelve  millions  of 
population,  produces  a  chai^  of  only  two  dt^- 
lors  a  head^  while,  accordiag  to  a  statement  he 
made,  the  taxation  of  the  British  people 
aaioants  to  fifteen  dollan  a  head.  Observing, 
(in  pasnng  merely,)  that  the  sentleman  has 
stated  the  amount  of  public  burthens  in  Great 
Britain,  enormons  as  tliey  certainly  are,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  I  have  ever  seen  any  authority 
for,  X  think  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  him,  that 
he  has  pat  oar  own  mnch  too  low.  His  state- 
ment pretermits  several  important  items,  which 
undoubtedly  enter  largely  into  oar  oompUca- 
ted  system  of  public  burthens. 

He  seemed  to  assume  the  amount  of  duties 
p^d  to  the  Government,  as  the  full  measures 
of  Ameruian  taxaUon.  Bat,  sir,  this  is  not 
so.  It  is  true  that  the  proceeds  of  the  duties 
are  all  which  the  Government  receives,  but 
they  are  not  all  that  the  people  pay.  The  mer- 
chant, who  pays  the  duties  to  tne  Government 
in  advance,  must  have  his  profit  npon  that  ad- 
Tance  included  in  the  price  of  the  eoods;  and 
this  profit,  repeated  and  multiplied  tbrougli  a 
series  of  exchanges,  amounts,  at  last,  to  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  consumer,  over  and  above  tlie 
amount  of  duties  paid  to  the  Government.  The 
ordinary  amount  of  duties  is  twenty-odd  mil- 
lions, and  the  usual  mercantile  profit,  of  from 
83i,  to  60  per  cent,  upon  that  sum,  would  raise 
the  whole  ohar^  imposed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  about  Uurty  millions  of  dollars. 
Bat  to  ascertain  the  fall  amount  of  pabUo  bnr- 
theos  sustained  by  the  people  ot  this  coontry, 
Tou  must  also  take  into  tiie  aooount  the  taxes 
Imposed  by  the  State  Govemmenta,  with  idl 
their  subordinate  local  jtirisdictiona,  compre- 
hending, besides  the  general  revenue  of  the 
State,  uie  county  levies,  the  parish  rates,  and 
numerous  other  public  exactions  of  one  sort  or 
another,  which  have  been  estimated  by  a  most 
able  statist,  as  well  as  statesman,  (0<^  Bbnton. 
of  the  Senate,)  at  a  round  sum  <n  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  more. 

We  have  thus  a  grand  total  of  fift^  millions 
of  dollars,  instead  of  twenty-odd  millions,  for 
the  amoant  of  pabHo  contributions  levied  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  which,  deducting 
from  our  population,  two  millions  for  slaves, 
who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  charge  upon  the 
residue,  of  five,  instead  of  two  dollars  a  head. 
Kow,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  mo  to  bo  an  enor- 
mous load  of  taxation,  even  for  a  much  older 
people  than  we  are ;  and,  accordingly,  one  of 
the  most  profound  politicians  of  the  old  world, 
the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  statea 
elsewhere  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
already  alluded,)  in  graduating  the  actual  taxa- 
tion of  different  countries,  has  placed  us  upon 
the  scale  in  a  middle  position  oetween  Great 
Kitain,  the  most  heavily  taxed,  and  France,  the 


next  most  heavily  taxed  country,  (but  for  the 
exception  he  makes  of  us,)  in  the  world. 

But,  sir,  the  comparison  which  ttie  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  relative  moderation  of  our  public  burthens, 
is  obviously  unfair,  in  many  respects.  The 
British  Government  ia  now  nearly  eight  centa- 
ries  old,  and  durii^  that  Ume  has  been  en{^«d 
in  a  long  succession  of  wars,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, which  have  accumulated  npon  it  an  im- 
mense mass  of  public  debt.  To  pay  the  inter- 
est of  this  debt,  and  whatever  portion  of  ita 
principal  it  may,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sup< 
port  the  cumlirous  and  expensive  establishments 
which  results  from  its  political  oi^anization,  it 
must  impose  upon  its  subjects  a  weight  of  taxa- 
tion equal  to  their  utmost  edacity  to  bear. 
But  onr  situation  is  altt^ther  different.  Our 
national  existence  hardly  extends  beyond  half 
a  century,  and  the  «mplicity  of  our  repnblicaa 
institutions  neither  requires  nor  tolerates  the 
costly  appendages  whicn  belong  to  other  Gov- 
ernments. The  puUio  debt  of  Great  Britain 
amounts,  at  this  moment,  to  between  three  and 
four  thousand  millions  of  dollars;  an  amount 
more  than  fifty  times  greater  than  our  national 
debt  Now,  as  the  burthens  imposed  by  every 
Government^  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
chaises  existing  upon  it,  I  would  ask,  with 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  made  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  this  country,  under 
these  widely  different  circumstances,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  economy  of  our  Government? 

But,  sir,  I  protest  altogether  agfunst  com- 
parisons with  foreign  Governments.  Our  in- 
stitutions^ our  situ^oiL  moral  and  phyrioal, 
the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people,  are  all  pe- 
culiar. They  are  «ta  generi$.  In  having  the 
ft^i  Government  In  the  worl^  we  are  enti- 
tled, by  the  favor  of  Providence,  to  the 
greatest  share  of  public  bles^ags ;  and  among 
them,  that  we  should  not  be  subjected  to  a  re> 
lentless  taxation  which  takes  "from  the  mouth 
of  labor,  the  bread  it  has  earned."  In  what 
consists  tlie  value  of  a  free  Government,  if  it  is 
not  that,  by  the  constant  influence  and  control 
of  the  will  of  the  people  over  their  rulers,  the 
Government  is  restrained  from  oppression,  pe- 
cuniary as  well  OS  personal  f  Sir,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  tell  us  to 
what  a  sitnaUon  the  pec^le  of  Great  Britain 
had  been  reduced  by  their  public  bnrtheas— of 
the  number  of  their  paupers  and  starvelings — 
that  two-flfUis  of  the  whole  population  of  that 
country  were  kept  alive  by  being  billeted  upon 
the  constndned  charity  of  the  remising  three- 
fifths. 

Would  the  worthy  gentleman  have  us  esteem 
ourselves  happy,  and  without  any  cause  to 
complain  of  goveromental  exactions,  as  long  as 
we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of  this  extremity 
of  wretchedness !  I  hope  not,  sir.  I  have 
long  thought,  ID*.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to 
express  such  an  opinion,  that  there  is  too  great 
a  aisp<Mition  among  some  of  oar  disUnguuhed 
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Ststesmen  to  bring  our  affairs,  onr  policy  and 
onr  principles,  to  tbe  itaudard  of  foreign  Gor- 
emments.  A  prominent  featnre  in  the  cele- 
brated first  meesage  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  OoDgress,  was  its  perpetual  fond  re- 
currence to  the  proceedings  of  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, as  the  lesson  of  our  political  duties,  and 
the  measure  of  onr  political  powers.  He  told 
ns  what  France,  what  Rnsda,  what  Great 
Britun  bad  done,  and  gave  us  to  understand 
that  we  shonid  go  and  do  likewise.  Now,  air, 
to  idl  this  I  object,  as  anU-American— as  ant^- 
Bepnblican.  Onr  circumstances  and  onr  insti- 
tutions are  peooliar,  and  bo  too  shonid  be  our 

Bnt,  nr,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  pub- 
Ho  expenditures.  I  would  say  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  ^e  true 
mode  of  testing  the  economy  of  onr  Govern- 
ment,  at  any  given  period,  is  not  to  compare  its 
expenses  with  those  of  a  foreign  Government, 
but  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period. 
Kow,  nr,  if  we  do  this  we  shall  find  tb&t,  dar- 
ing MX.  Jeffi»son*B  Administration,  in  for 
example,  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
emmoit^  ezclonve  of  tiie  raymenta  of  the  pnb- 
Ito  debt,  amounted  to  $3,787.907 ;  while  the 
same  class  of  expenditures  danng  the  year  1826, 
according  to  the  last  Treasury  report,  amounted 
to  $18,062,816.  Here,  then,  we  hare  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure  eqoal  to  S60  per  cent,  in 
less  than  26  years,  which,  after  making  every 
allowance  for  tbe  growth  of  the  country,  tmd 
tbe  expansion  of  its  institutions,  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  disproportionate  and  extravagant. 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  ^eee 
riews,  because  I  have  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
viction, that  economy  is  a  cardinal  virtue  in 
every  Bepablican  Government  It  is  not  mere- 
I7  for  the  peonniary  saving,  and  the  conseqnent 
relief  to  tlie  tndnstiy  and  resources  of  the  peo- 
plCj  which  it  brings  with  it,  that  X  esteem  it. 
It  18  still  more  for  its  poliucal  effects.  It  is 
not  only  the  dose  ally,  but  the  surest  guarantee 
of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  instru- 
ment for  restraining  that  dangerous  principle  of 
Executive  inflnenoe,  which  is  perpetually  un- 
dermining and  assailing  the  fabric  of  free  Gov- 
ernment everywhere,  and  of  our  own  not  less 
than  others.  This  influence  exerts  and  enlai^ 
itself  through  tlie  disbursements  of  public  mon- 
ey, nltimately  under  one  shape  or  another. 
Diminidi  the  publio  ex^diture,  then,  and  yon 
at  the  same  time  diminish  EzecntiTe  mflnmoe. 

Sir,  I  may  have  fears  upon  this  snUeet,  which 
firmer  minds  can  and  do  repel ;  bat  it  baa  long 
been  piy  opinion,  that  there  is  a  deddsd  ten- 
dency in  onr  Government  to  a  dangerous  and 
disproportionate  aocnmulation  of  power  in  the 
Executive  branch,  and  that  Monarchy  is  the 
euthanasia  of  our  political  system.  Gentlemen 
who  treat  these  fears  as  altogether  visionary, 
and  those  especially,  who,  like  the  distinguished 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  consider  patronage 
a  disadvantage,  rather  than  an  aid  to  tm  Ad- 
ministration, Itave  not,  I  am  persoaded,  ex- 


plored the  fall  extent  and  range  of  this  pov«r- 
fnl  en^e,  in  the  magnitude  which  it  has,  at 
present,  attained.  Having  been  led,  bv  partio- 
alar  circnm^anoes,  daring  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  look  into  this  sobject,  I  will  repeat 
here  the  result  of  an  investigation  then  very 
carefully  made.  Many  persons  have  hastily- 
supposed  that  the  patronage  of  the  ExeoatiTe 
consisted  exclusively  in  appointments  to  office^ 
But  an  equally,  if  not  more  important  brandi 
of  patronage,  consists  In  Uie  diqwaitictti  of  pub- 
lio moneys  through  tJie  medium  of  oootzMli 
made  nnder  the  direoti<Hi  of  the  ExeeniiTeL 
Both  of  these  branches  were  indnded  in  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  Executive  patronage, 
made  by  Kr.  Gallatin,  in  '99,  and  I  took  the 
list  of  items,  enumerated  by  him,  as  the  bass 
of  my  calculation. 

In  doing  this^  I  found  that  the  "  annual  paj 
of  the  offlcere  in  tbe  several  Departments  of 
the  Treasory,  State,  War,  and  Navj,  and  their 
dependencies;  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
Postmaster  General,  Judges,  Marshals,  and 
District  Attorneys,  OfBeers  of  the  GostMn^ 
Postmasters ;  of  Diplomatic  oharactm,  Com- 
menrial  Agents,  ^zclnsiTo  of  Oonsnls,)  Ono- 
miedoners  nnder  Treatiee,  TerTitorial  OflSoen^ 
In^an  AgMits,  Snrreyors,  B^istMs,  Receivos^ 
Ac ; "  in  fine,  the  pay  of  all  CSvil  Officers, 
whose  iq>pointmentB  depend  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, added  to  tiie  commisraoned  officers  <f£  tbe 
Army  and  Kavy  amoanted  to  about  $8,600,000 ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  disposed  of  hj 
contracts  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, including  Fortifications,  Docks,  Kavx 
Yards,  Internal  Improvements,  Lighthouses, 
transportation  of  the  Mail,  supplying  the  pro- 
visions,  clothing,  guns,  cannon,         for  tbe 
Army,  building  sliips  and  ftimishing  snppGes 
necessary  for  the  Ifavy,  was  about  $^500,000; 
making  an  aggregate  of  ei^t  miUicms  annoaOy : 
fonr  times  the  amount  of  Executive  patronagf^ 
as  estimated  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  *99. 

Now,  sir,  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  comes  to  survey  this  im- 
mense field,  BO  productive  in  rich  rewards,  he 
can  no  longer,  I  am  sure,  consider  its  poseeeoon 
a  disadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it.  He  will 
see  that,  altnongb  the  hopes  of  an  expectant 
may  be  sometimes  disappointed,  in  relwon  to 
a  particular  office,  yet  uiat,  in  the  mnltii^icity 
of  other  boons  uid  favors  to  be  dispoMd 
ample  means  are  afforded  to  retain  bis  fid^ty, 
ana  to  console  and  indemnify  him  for  his  fint 
disappointment. 

Beheving  thiB  immense  force  aS  Execatin 
patronaffe  to  be  dongerons  to  the  pnbUe  Jibo^, 
and  as  the  disbursements  of  publio  money  nnnt 
necessarily  be  made  by  the  Executive  brsndi 
of  the  Government,  that  every  increase  ex- 
penditure tends  directly  to  increase  the  in- 
fluence of  that  Department,  I  am  for  embraong 
every  fit  occasion  to  reduce  the  public  expendi- 
ture to  the  real  demands  of  the  public  service. 
It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  political  ob- 
ject, that  I  attach  so  much  imp<»1anoe  u>  a  wise 
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•oonomy  in  the  administnition  of  onr  pablie 
a£Un.  When  Ur.  Bnrke  proposed  his  sreat 
Kbeme  of  eeonuuioal  rcfonn,  iie  did  not  look 
merelr  to  the  saving  of  money,  tboagh  that  was 
aoniething  to  a  people  groaning  beneath  the 
weight  of  their  pabho  borthens — hot  he  looked 
'beyond,  to  the  higher  object  of  dimit^shing, 
throagh  the  instramentalitj  of  pecQniary  re- 
trenchment, the  dangerons  and  growing  iofla- 
enoe  of  the  crown.  When,  in  the  same  mem- 
orable year,  Mr.  Dnnning  submitted  his  cel- 
ebrated resolation,  affirming  that  the  "  inflnence 
of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing, 
and  onght  to  be  diminished,"  he  submitted  bj 
Idbe  nde  of  it  another  resolntion,  affirming  it  to 
be  the  rif^t  and  the  da^  of  the  House  (n  Oom- 
Eums  to  examine  into,  and  oorreot  abases,  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  rerenne,  and  de- 
clared that  botii  pn^Kwidons  stood  npon  one 
great  principle.  «r,  there  was  a  period  in  the 
History  of  ottr  own  conntry,  when  these  doo- 
trines  were  not  only  avowed,  bnt  practised.  I 
allude,  nr,  to  the  Prendency  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
-which  I  have  ever  looked  back  to  as  the  parest 
era  of  our  Government — as  the  era  of  sonnd 
rinciples  and  correct  praotioes.  As  I  hope  the 
ootrines  of  that  day  will  once  again,  at  no  very 
remote  period,  come  into  favor,  and  as  they  are 
particnlarW  ^plioable  to  the  subject  of  onr 
presrait  deuberations,  X  most  beg  penniasion  to 
read  a  beaatifbl  develoinnent «  them  in  the 
words  of  their  great  teaoner. 

Id  his  first  official  commnnication  to  Coa- 
gresB,  he  held  the  followiDg  laognage : 

**  These  views  are  fbrtned  on  the  expectation  that 
a  senrible,  and,  st  the  same  time,  a  salutary  reduc- 
tion, may  take  pUoe  in  our  habitual  expenditures. 
For  this  purpose,  those  of  the  Civil  Government,  the 
Army,  and  Na^j,  will  need  revisal.  When  we  con- 
sider that  thk  Government  is  charged  with  the  ex- 
ternal and  mutual  relaUeiu  only  of  these  States ; 
that  the  States  themselves  have  the  principal  care 
of  our  persons,  our  property,  and  our  reputation, 
eonstituting  the  great  field  of  human  concerns,  we 
may  well  doubt  whether  onr  organization  is  not  too 
complicated,  too  expendve — ^whether  offices  and  of- 
ficers have  not  Iwen  multiplied  unnecessarily,  and 
■ometimea  Injuriooslv  to  the  service  they  were 
meant  to  promote.  I  will  oaose  to  be  hdd  before 
yon  an  essay  towards  a  statement  of  those  who, 
tmder  the  public  employment  of  various  kinds,  draw 
money  from  the  Treunry,  or  from  our  citisens. 
Time  has  not  permitted  a  perfect  enameration,  the 
ramifications  of  office  bung  too  multiplied  and  too 
remote  to  be  completely  traced  in  a  first  trial. 
Among  those  who  are  dependent  on  Executive  dis- 
oretion,  I  hsre  begun  the  reduction  of  what  was 
deemed  unuecessary.  The  expenses  of  diplomatic 
agency  have  been  considerably  dimitushed.  The 
inspectors  of  internal  revenue,  who  were  found  to 
obstruct  the  accountability  of  the  institution,  have 
been  discontinued.  Several  aKeaciea,  created  by 
the  Executive  authority,  on  salaries  fixed  by  that 
also,  have  been  suppreascd,  and  diould  suggrat  the 
expediency  of  regulating  that  power  by  mw,  so  as 
to  subject  its  exercise  to  the  legislative  inspection 
and  sanction.  Other  reformations  of  ttte  same  kind 
Vill  be  pnnoed,  with  that  caotion  whioh  18  reqoi^, 
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In  removing  asdess  tUngs,  not  to  ii^ure  what  is  re> 
tained.  But  the  great  mass  of  public  offices  is  es- 
tablidied  by  law,  and,  therefore,  by  law  alone  can 
be  abolished.  Should  the  Legislature  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  pass  thia  roll  In  review,  and  to  try  all  its 
parts  by  the  test  of  public  utility,  they  may  be  as- 
sured of  every  aid  and  light  which  Executive  infor- 
mation can  yield.  Gonudering  the  general  tendency 
to  multiply  officers  and  dependendes,  and  to  increase 
expense  to  the  ultimate  term  of  burthen  which  the 
citizen  can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves 
of  every  ocoaoon  which  presents  itself  for  taking  off 
the  surcharge ;  that  it  never  may  be  seen  here,  that, 
after  leaving  to  labor  the  smallest  portion  of  its 
earnings,  on  which  it  can  subast,  Goveniment  shall 
itself  consume  the  leddoe  of  what  it  was  ioaUtated 
to  guard.  In  onreare,  too,  of  the  pabtie  contribu- 
tions entrusted  to  our  direction,  it  would  be  prudent 
to  multi|rfy  barriers  aguost  th^  ^sdpation,  by  ap- 
pro{»iating  specific  sums  to  every  specific  purpose 
susceptible  of  definition ;  by  disallowing  all  applica- 
tions of  UHHiey  vairing  from  the  appropriation  in 
object,  or  transcentUng  it  in  amount ;  by  reducing 
the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby 
circumscribing  discretionary  powers  over  money; 
and  by  bringing  back  to  a  single  department,  all 
accooatabUitieeTor  money,  where  the  examinauon 
may  be  pnnnpt,  eBeadbos,  and  nnUbrm." 

I  said,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  I  had  always  re- 
garded ihe  Administr^on  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
the  purest  and  brightest  era  of  onr  Govern- 
ment Is  not  the  prcsnant  extract,  whioh  I 
have  Jost  read  frtmi  hu  first  message  to  Oon- 
gress,  snffloient  eridence,  In  itself  of  the  Just- 
ness of  this  prtdse  f  Is  it  possible  to  conceive 
a  nobler  spectacle  than  he  presented  on  that 
occasion?  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation 
Tolnntarily  divesting  himself,  by  his  own  act, 
where  it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of 
every  attribote  of  his  power,  which,  however 
advantageoQS  to  himself  he  deemed  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  pnbtio  interest;  and  in 
cases  where  it  was  not  oompetent  for  him  to 
apply  the  remedy,  calling  upon  the  legislative 
authority  to  do  so,  by  reducing  ikis  patronage, 
circumscribing  his  discretion,  and  defining  £is 
powers  I  Sir,  the  spectacle  is  rare  aa  it  was 
noble.  If  it  was  not  presumption  in  me,  I 
would  venture  to  recommend  it  to  the  imita- 
tion of  the  dtstingnisbed  individuals  who  now 
preside  over  the  administration  of  onr  public 
affairs.  They  might  find  it,  perh^ts,  the  most 
effbctual  means  of  acquiring  present  popularity, 
as  it  oerimnly  would  be  of  eemiog  tme  glory 
for  the  futnre.  But  they  seem  to  have  taken 
a  different  view  of  what  became  their  situa- 
tion. 

Their  whole  course  has  been  in  striking  oon- 
tinst  with  the  self-denying  repnblioanism  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  Instead  of  rmonucing  exercise 
of  power  which  the  laws  and  the  constitution 
bad  given  them,  we  have  seen  them  laying 
claim  to  powers  which  are  sanctioned  by 
neither ;  instead  of  the  suppression  of  onneces- 
sary  offices,  and  the  om^iiment  of  Executive 
patronage,  we  have  seen  them  rapidly  mnhi- 
plied  and  iooreaeed,  under  their  auspices  j  in- 
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Btead  of  recommending  the  limitation  of  Exec-  \ 
ntive  discretion  over  t^e  public  diBbursemAnta, 
we  have  seen  them  askiug  for  large  griDts  of 
public  money,  to  be  expended  at  their  mere 
will  and  pleasure.  To  descend  a  little  more 
into  Aetsu — let  me  ask  if  "the  expenses  of 
diplomatic  agency  have  been  considerably  di- 
mmished?"  It  is  notorious  that  they  nave 
increased,  and  I  shall  presently  attempt  to  give 
some  idea  of  the  extent  ot  that  increase.  Have 
"  any  a^ndes,  created  by  Executive  authority, 
on  salaries  fixed  by  that  also,  been  suppressed?  " 
liOt  the  secret  history  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments give  the  answer. 

What  respect  has  been  paid  by  the  present 
Administration  to  those  great  maxims  of  fiscal 
responsibility,  inculcatea  by  Mr.  Jefferson? 
Have  they  been  willing  to  acqniesce  in  the  doc- 
trine of  "  appropriating  ^>ccifio  sums  to  every 
n>eciflo  purpose  susceptible  of  definition  f " 
for  an  answer,  I  refer  to  an  estimate  of  one  of 
file  Departments;  in  which,  to  effect  a  survey  of 
roads  and  canals  of  national  importance,  which 
mar  surely  be  defined,  tf  sny  thing  be  snscep- 
tibfe  of  definition,  we  are  asked  to  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  $50,000— it  was  $30,000  kst  year 
— for  tlie  survey  of  such  routes  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  proper  to  denominate  national. 
Have  they  shown  more  respect  for  anothor  of 
those  maxims,  that  which  enjoins  a  "disallow- 
ance of  all  applioaUons  of  money  varyina  from 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  transcenoing  it 
in  amount?"  There  is  now  a  communication 
upon  our  tables  from  the  head  of  another  of 
the  Dwartments,  sedcing  to  be  emancipated 
from  this  restndnt,  and  audng  for  the  privilege 
of  tranrferring  ^>pn9riations  from  one  ol^eot 
of  expenditure  to  mother.  Has  there  bem  a 
disposition  manifested  in  the  estimates  of  any 
of  the  Departments,  to  "  reduce  the  undefined 
field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby  oircum- 
aoribe  discretionary  powers  over  money  ?  "  Sir, 
it  will  be  found  that  this  "field  of  oontin- 
gMicies,"  instead  of  being  reduced  by  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  has  been  greatiy  extended, 
and  that  "  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  the  public  money,"  have  been  pro- 
portionately enlarged.  Some  of  the  items  in 
tliis  increase  of  "  oonUngenoies,"  I  shall  have 
oooamon  to  bring  more  putienlarly  to  the  notice 
of  ih»  House. 

As  I  have  tlms  Tentnredf  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pre- 
sent myself  in  the  nnfaahionaUe,  if  not  Invi^- 
ons  character,  of  an  economist,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  state,  somewhat  more  in  detail,  what 
are  my  notions  upon  this  subject  Though  the 
advocate  of  economy,  I  am  not,  sir,  the  advo- 
cate of  a  niggardly  parsimony.  I  would  do 
away  with  aU  sinecure  places ;  all  supemnme- 
rary  offices,  which  serve  no  other  pnrpose  than 
to  be  snug  receptacles  for  court  favorites,  and 
channels  of  Executive  influence.  But,  in  re- 
lation to  officers  who  are  really  necessary  to  the 
puMic  service,  I  would  give  them  liljeral  com-' 
pensati<His.  I  know  not,  at  this  moment,  a 
tcditary  officer,  whose  salary  I  would  rednoe. 
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1 1  would  touch  the  salary  only  throng  Hm 
office ;  and  by  one  and  the  same  act,  wherever 
I  found  a  sinecure,  or  a  mere  nominal  employ- 
ment, I  would  sweep  both  the  salary  and  t£e 
office.  In  regard  to  those  great  public  e^;ab- 
lisbments  essential  to  the  securi^  of  tlie  cona- 
try,  I  would  maintain  tiiem  aU  in  a  state  of 
suntaiy  rigor  and  efficieni^^ ;  hat  as  the  beat 
means  of  d  oing  tiiat,  I  would  endeavor  to  fin 
them  from  incnmbranoe,  and  to  purge  then 
(ram  abuse  in  every  branch  cf  theor  admixn- 
tration.  Tlu^  is  my  idea  of  pnUio  eeon- 
omy. 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  tiui 

this  proportion  of  retrenchmrat  has  been  so 
IMvmptiy  met  as  an  attack  upon  the  presest 
Administration.  Are  they  not  Mends  of  eeoa- 
omyl  The  President  has  giv«i  us  the  amplest 
professions  upon  this  subject — even  of  a  '*  strict  ^ 
and  "  vigiliuit "  economy.  Do  his  friends  di»- 
teust  his  nucenty,  or  does  their  sensibility,  en 
the  pTeeent  oeeaaon,  arise  from  Hm  imnposed 
inquiry  into  the  disbursement  Ot  the  Govern- 
ment f  Sir,  this  is  made  onr  dn^  aimnally, 
by  the  standing  rules  and  orders  ctf  Uie  Hooecl 
It  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  us  by  a  still  bi^iv 
authority  —  that  of  tne  constitution  itself; 
which  requires  that  "  a  regular  statement  and 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
I>ublic  money,  shall  be  published  from  time  to 
time."  Now,  sir,  to  make  this  published  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  of  public  money 
what  it  was  designed  to  be,  a  check  on  extrava- 
gance and  abuse,  it  must,  sometimes  at  least, 
embrace  particulars  and  details  which  can  be 
elicited  only  by  special  inquiry. 

But  an  honorable  gwtleman  from  Ifoasx^n- 
setts  (Mr.  Evram)  seemed  to  tfatok  tbat  ws 
had  no  rightful  authority  to  inquire  into  tiie 
expenditure  of  one  of  the  funds  embraced  by 
the  proposed  inquiry — the  fund  for  the  cootio- 
gent  expenses  of  foreign  interoonrBe.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  this  fund  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  President  as  the  ctmstitntionat 
organ  of  onr  intercourse  with  forei^  nation^ 
and  that  as  such  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  it 
in  any  manner  he  pleased,  without  oisdosing 
the  partioulsTS  of  ite  expenditure  to  any  <rm^ 
and  that,  by  the  proposed  inquiry,  we  shodd 
invade  a  high  prerogative  of  the  Freiideiitial 
office.  Sir,  I  will  fir^  remaric  thrt  this  ol^ 
tion  proceeds  team  a  mlsapm'ehHisitm  in  poiafc 
of  &ct.  Kone  of  the  resolntions  call  for  tbs 
particulars  of  the  expenditures  out  of  this  ftmd. 
They  only  ask  for  tiie  req)ectivc  amounts  of 
what  has  been  expended  out  of  this  fbnd  sod 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  any  specifioa- 
tion  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure,  and  of 
what  has  been  expended  and  Eettied  in  the 
usual  way,  upon  specific  vouchers.   The  1st 
authorizes  the  President  to  cause  the  expendi- 
tures out  of  this  fund  to  be  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  "by  specially  ux^ounting  for  Um 
same,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  expenditurs 
m^,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  public ; "  and  in 
otlwr  inataneesby  merely  mak^  a  onttteile 
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of  ^  the  amount  of  such  expenditore  as  he  may 
think  it  advisable  not  to  specifj.*'  Now,  sir,  the 
resolutions  under  consideration  ask  only  for  the 
sg^egates  of  these  two  classes  of  expenditures ; 
and  do  not  seek  a  discloeare  of  the  particular 
items  of  either.  There  is,  therefore,  no  foun- 
dation, in  point  of  fact,  for  oonsidering  Hmo 
resoluuoiu  as  ioTading  any  prerogative  of  the 
Frerident,  even  if  the  doctrine  m  the  genUe- 
maa  from  Massachusetts  were  correct. 

Bat,  nr,  as  X  consider  that  dootrine  altogether 
eiToneons,  and  of  dangerous  cooBeq^aence  to  the 
legitimate  functions  of  this  House,  I  beg  leave 
here  to  protest  against  it.   It  was  once  con- 
tended in  England,  that  the  Honse  of  Com- 
mons had  no  right  to  ioqaire  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  civil  list  revenue,  because  that  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  private  and 
X>erBonal  grant  to  the  Einv,  subject  exclnsively 
to  hia  own  discretion.   There  was  a  plausible 
nroimd  for  that  cUun  in  England,  inasmuch  as 
we  ciyM.  list  revenne  is  always  settled  upon  the 
Kin^  at  his  accession,  for  life.   But  even  there, 
it  lias  been  long  since  repudiated,  and  abandon- 
ed by  Mnisters  themselves,  and  the  civil  list 
revenue,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of  the 
publio  revenue,  is  held  to  be  a  trust,  in  the 
tuukds  of  the  sovereign,  sul^ect,  at  all  times,  to 
examination  and  control  by  theBepresentatives 
of  the  people.    If  this  be  the  acknowledged 
doctrine  in  England,  in  relation  to  a  monarch 
holding  his  power  independently  of  any  express 
act  of  consent  on  the  pert  of  ihe  people,  how 
mncii  more  applicable  is  it  to  a  Government 
like  ours,  where  the  Ohief  Magistrate  is  the 
immediate  creature  and  servant  of  the  publio 
will  and  raspontfble  for  all  his  acts? 

This  idea  of  the  respon^iUty  oS  the  Presi- 
dent,  in  regard  to  the  disbursements  of  vhat  is 
commonly  called  "  the  secret  service  "  fond,  is 
founded  upon  a  total  misconception  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  to  which  I  have  slready  referred. 
That  act  of  Oongress,  properly  considered,  does 
not  vest  uiy  right  in  the  President.  It  only 
conveys  an  authority  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  and  empowers  them  to  credit 
disbursements  of  public  money,  in  certain 
cases,  witiiont  speoino  vouchers,  which,  other- 
wise, they  would  not  have  been  authorized  to 
credit.  Hence,  the  concluding  declaralaon  of 
the  lav,  that,  in  oases  of  secret  serviee,  the 
mere  "oerlifteate  of  the  Prerident  shall  be 
deemed  a  suffident  voucher  fovthe  sum  or  sums 
therdnexprewed  to  have  been  expended."  The 
tme  purpose  and  effect  of  the  law,  is  to  protect 
the  nendent  from  disolosinff  the  nature  of  his 
expenditures  out  of  this  fuud,  totheacconnting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  not  from  com- 
municating them  to  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
people,  in  their  hi^  official  character,  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  u^e  nation,  if  they  deem  it 
expedient  to  call  for  them.  This  power  of  Oon- 
gress is  an  inherent  and  fundamental  right  of 
the  people,  and  can  never  be  abandoned  in 
principle,  without  betraying  the  interests  and 
prlTilagesof oiirooiutitneBti.  How&rttmaj 
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be  safe  and  prudent  to  exercise  it,  is  another 
question — one  of  mere  discretion,  which  must 
depend  upon  the  particular  circumstances  (tf 
each  case,  as  it  sh^  arise. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  of 
this  House,  at  all  times,  to  institute  any  in- 
quiries it  may  deem  necessaiy  into  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  money,  I  ahould  vote  for  the 
present  inquiry  upon  general  principles  alono. 
But  I  confess,  I  have  a  fbrther  reason  for 
living  ray  assent  to  the  proposed  investigation, 
in  the  present  instance.  I  find  that  much 
larger  sums  have  been  fumished  to  the  presoit 
A£ninistration,  on  account  of  all  the  funds  em- 
braced in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  than  were 
furnished  to  the  Administration  which  preceded 
it;  and  hence  it  seems  to  me  to  be  particularly 
proper,  that  we  should  inquire  what  has  created 
the  necessity  for  these  increased  supplies,  and 
in  what  manner  they  have  been  disposed  ot 
For  the  pnrpose  of  exhibiting  this  difference 
more  dlstmctly  to  the  House,  I  have  compiled 
from  our  appropriation  laws,  a  comparative 
statement,  snowing  the  sums  q>proprrated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments, and  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse,  during  the  three  last  years  of  ti^e 
last  Administration,  to  wit,  1823,  1828,  and 
1824 ;  and  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  same 
oWects  during  the  three  years  of  the  presebt 
Administration,  to  wit,  1826,  1826,  and  1827. 
(Here  Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table.) 
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From  this  exhibit,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
total  amonnt  of  t^ipropriations  for  each  of  the 
oontingent  i\inds  in  question,  for  the  three 
years  of  the  present  Administration,  has  greatiy 
exceeded  tiie  tot^  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  same  fonds,  during  the  last  thiee  yean  * 
of  the  preceding  Administration;  pteeeuGng, 
in  the  aggregate^  an  increase  of  little  leas  thu 
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60  per  cent.  To  this  table,  I  hare  eabjoined  a 
statement  of  the  appropriations  for  the  whole 
expenses  of  foreign  interooarse,  both  re^ar 
ana  contingent,  for  the  same  periods,  exhibiting 
an  increase  of  corresponding  extent,  in  that 
branch  of  the  pablio  service,  nnder  the  present 
Administration.  I  have  ioelnded  the  appro- 
priation for  foreign  interconrse  generally,  be- 
cause that  is  a  subject  particnlarljr  referred  hj 
the  oonstitntion  ai^  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive ;  and 
for  the  reflation  of  its  expenses,  therefore, 
the  Executive  is  partioolarlj  responsible. 

Some  gentlemen  may,  npon  the  first  blush, 
aoGonnt  wt  the  great  difference  in  the  impro- 
priation for  this  l>r8nch  of  the  pnbUo  service, 
under  the  present  and  late  Admmistration^  by 
referring  it  to  the  opening  of  onr  diplomatic  in- 
tercoarse  with  the  South  American  States. 
But  it  so  happens,  that  that  intercourse  was 
opened  severu  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Administration ;  and  that,  in  the 
very  first  year  embraced  by  the  statement,  to 
wit^  in  1822,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated,  by  a  separate  law, 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  missions  to  the  In- 
dependent nations  of  South  America.  The 
comparison,  then,  is  alt<^ther  fair,  embracing 
two  equal  periods  of  time,  when  the  circum- 
itanoes  of  uie  coontry,  in  its  foreign  relations, 
vereassimilarastbey  welloonldbe.  The  other 
sabjects  of  comparison  in  the  foregoing  table, 
are  confined  to  contingent  appropriations,  be- 
cause, in  the  disbursement  of  them,  the  Execu- 
tive and  its  officers  have  an  unlimited  discre- 
tion, and  must,  therefore,  be  held  exclusively 
responsible  for  excesdve  or  Improper  expendi- 
tures. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  table,  I  will 
oall  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  fact  (dis- 
closed by  it,  in  connection  with  a  vaunting  re- 
mark made  by  a  friend  of  the  Administration, 
(Ur.  Peabob,)  a  few  days  ago.  He  ddmed 
great  credit  ror  the  Admuiistration,  that  they 
a^ed  no  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intercourse,  during  the  present  year ; 
and  either  he  or  some  other  sentleman  gave  us 
to  understand  that  such  a  thing  had  not  hap- 
pened liefore,  since  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Certain  it  is  that  I  have  seen  this  state- 
ment made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and 
self-applauae,  in  several  leading  journals  devoted 
to  the  Bopport  of  the  Administration.  Now,  sir, 
we  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  travelling 
very  far  back  for  a  refutation  of  this  assertion ; 
for  it  80  happens,  that,  in  two  out  of  three 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by 
the  statement  I  have  exhibited,  there  was  no 
such  appropriation.  The  years  1822  and  1823, 
It  will  be  seen,  present  perfect  blanks  as  to  this 
appropriation.  If  we  go  farther  back,  we  shall 
find  long  tracts  of  time,  during  which  there 
was  no  such  appropriation.  For  four  or  five 
snocessive  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion there  was  none. 

I  said,  Mr,  Speaker,  that  the  large  increase  in 
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the  supplies  granted  by  Congress  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  for  these  oltfect^  rend»ed 
it  particularly  proper  that  we  shoidd  inqun 
into  their  disbursement.  I  do  not  mean  to  ay 
(because  I  have  no  knowledge  npon  the  snbject) 
that  there  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  that  dis- 
bursement ;  nor  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  the 
actual  expenditure  has  been  equal  to  the  ap- 
propriations. But  as  we  all  know  that  the  ap- 
propriations made  by  Congress  are  founded  npon 
estimates,  furnished  by  the  several  DepartneDts 
of  what  they  will  require  for  their  respective 
operations,  the  appropriations  made  most  be 
regarded  as  a  fair  criterion  for  approximating^ 
at  least,  the  actual  expenditures  of^the  Goveni- 
ment.  the  increase  of  entenditnre,  in  the 
several  branches  <^  the  pnblic  service,  em- 
braced by  the  statemfflit  I  nave  exhiUted,  has 
not  kept  equal  pace  with  the  increase  of  appro- 
priations, I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me  that 
that  increase  has,  at  least,  been  very  consid«r- 
able,  under  the  present  Adnunistration. 

The  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment Lave  notoriously  increased.  I  here  speak 
of  its  ordinary  current  expenditures,  by  which 
I  mean  all  expenditures,  except  payments  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  and  demands  ari^ng 
f^om  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Those  ex- 
penditures, in  1822,  were  $9,627,643;  in  1823, 
19,784,152;  in  1824^  $10,448,779,  making  a 
total  Bum,  during  the  three  last  years  at  the 
last  Administration,  ot  $80,060,678.  In  18S6, 
the  same  class  of  expenmtnree  amounted  to 
$11,416,682;  in  1826,  to  $18,062,816;  1827,  to 
$12,285,080 ;  "viaking  a  total  sum  during  the 
three  years  of  the  present  Administration,  <^ 
$86,764,428.  The  increase  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  nnder  the  pree- 
ent  Administration,  compared  with  a  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  last  Administration,  has 
amount^,  then,  to  an  annual  sum  of  $2,234,618. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  hold  the  Execu- 
tive responsible  for  the  whole  of  tiiis  increase 
of  the  pnblio  expenditures;  but  as  their  friends 
are  ever  ready  to  daim  fi)r  them  the  credit  ai 
whatever  good  has  been  done  since  they  came 
into  power,  it  is  bnt  fair  that  they  sfaonid  bear 
a  portion  of  the  blame  for  the  evil  which  may 
have  been  committed.  We  are  perpetually  tcid 
of  the  sixteen  millions  of  the  principal  of  ^ 
public  debt,  which  have  been  extinguished  under 
the  present  Administration,  as  an  evidence  ci 
their  good  management,  and  as  if  the  merit 
belonged  personally  and  exclusively  to  them. 
If  they  are  to  have  the  whole  credit  of  this 
operation,  they  must  submit  to  bear  a  portioD. 
at  least,  of  the  blame  which  may  be  hopoted 
for  not  doing  more.  The  statement  wmeh  I 
have  just  made,  shows  that  !f  the  e^ienditnrea 
of  the  Government  nnder  the  present  Adndnis* 
tration,  had  been  kept  within  tiie  linut  asrigned 
to  them  by  the  last  Administration,  a  farther 
sam  of  near  seven  millirais  of  dollars  might 
have  been  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt;  and,  instead  of  sixteen  million^ 
twenty-three  miUiona  of  it  mi|^  have  beaa 
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dischai|;ed,  since  the  present  Administration 
oaxne  into  office.  Considering  *'  the  deep  solici- 
tode  "  irhidi  the  President  himself  in^nns  as, 
**i8  felt  br  every  class  of  our  eiUzens  for  the 
total  disonarge  of  the  public  debt,"  and  the 
earnest  desires  professed  by  himself  apon  the 
subject,  it  was  jusUy  to  have  been  expected  that 
he  woiud  use  all  his  influence  and  ail  his  Ti^- 
l&Dce  to  hasten  a  "otHuommation  so  deroauy 
to  be  wished." 

How,  nr,  with  sach  facts  as  these  before  oar 
eyes,  is  it  very  snrprlsing  that  some  of  ns 
sboDld  enterbdn  and  ventare  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  other  merits  the  pres- 
ent AdminislJBtion  may  poBsesa,  an  exemplary 
fimgality  ia  not  one  of  Utem  ?  There  are  many 
persons  in  this  country  who  hare  not  regarded 
tiie  last  Administration  as  a  model  of  public 
economy.  If  they  were  obnoxious  to  the 
ebai^  of  extravagance,  what  mnst  be  said  of 
the  present  Administration  ?  And  yet  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Hassachosetts,  in  his 
pathetic  summary  of  the  wrongs  and  persecu- 
tions of  the  present  Administration,  specialty 
complained  of  the  charge  of  extravaganoe.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  a  very  hard  case  that  those, 
whom  he  con^dered  such  good  stewards  of  the 
pnblio  resources,  should  be  regarded  by  others 
as  rather  deficient  in  some  of  the  attributes  of 
tiiat  cbaraotOT.  He  complained,  too,  that  the 
members  the  cabinet,  whom  be  enlonzed 
for  their  distinguished  treats,  their  wisdom, 
their  virtues,  their  public  services,  had  been 
viewed  and  i^oken  of  with  less  admiration  by 
others;  and  set  all  this  down  to  the  account 
of  a  pwaecnting  ^Irit, 


Wkdnuda.t,  February  C. 

The  Hotue  took  up  the  reaolotiott  on  Be- 
trenofament. 

Mr.  DxATTOV  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  ree- 
olotlons  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  1^- 
tncky,  {Mr.  Ohiltok,)  and  of  the  amendments  to 
them,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hxuilton,)  it  appears,  that  their 
oUecta  are  to  inquire  into  the  expenditures  of 
this  Administration,  and  to  ascertun  whether 
they  cannot  1>e  dimiui^'ed.  To  one  of  these  ex- 
penditnres,  that  relating  to  what  has  been  term- 
ed the  secret  service  nind,"  tbe  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Dobskt,) 
exclusively  applies,  and  is  amendatory  of  an 
amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, upon  the  same  subject  No  other  excep- 
tion, then,  could  be  urged  agunst  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  than 
tiiat  it  was  Buperfluoua,  bnng  embraced  within 
the  scope  of  the  amendment  of  the  gmtkman 
from  South  Carblina.  Admitting  this  to  be 
the  ease,  it  is  not  worth  an  ai^^ent,  or  rath- 
er the  time  which  Uie  argument  would  consume, 
to  show  that' the  amendment  is  superfluous; 
because  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or 
•mbarrass  the  proceedings  of  any  committee, 
to  which  the  pending  reaohitiona  may  be  refer- 
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red.  But,  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  ia  oaloolated  to  render  more  fbU 
and  perfect  Uie  information  sought  for  by  my 
colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  oufbt  to  be  adopt- 
ed ;  that  it  is  oUoulated  to  produce  that  effost, 
seems  to  me  to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specifi- 
cation of  tbe  amount  of  moneys  disbursed  by 
the  present  Executive,  out  of  the  secret  service 
fuD^  unconnected  with  the  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  expended,  out  of  tbe  same  fond,  ny  his 
predecessors,  would  be  useless.  Without  com- 
paring tcwether  the  amounts  thus  disbursed  by 
the  President  and  by  his  predecessors,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  times,  and  the 
situation  of  the  country,  in  its  internal  and  ex- 
ternal relations^  we  can  anive  at  no  condurion 
approaching  to  satisfaction.  These  comparisons 
are  impossible,  unless  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from^taryland  be  acted  upon,  and, 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  WiUi  all 
poeuble  officdal  lights,  we  shall  still  be  at  a  loaa 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  disbursements,  regulated  by  Execu- 
tive disoretioD,  often  exercised  upon  delicate 
tranaactiooB,  which  both  policy  and  good  fiiith 
require  to  be  kept  secret  It  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  the  committee  without  this  amend- 
ment would  make  the  investigatjon  it  calls  for; 
but  they  might  not.  By  the  tenor  of  the  resO' 
lution,  relating  to  the  secret  service  ftmd,  tb^ 
would  not  be,  necessarily,  lent  to  that  extended 
investigation,  as  the  language  of  the  resolution 
limits  uie  inquiry  to  the  disbursements  by  the 
Preudent  in  office.  To  gnard  against  any  omis- 
sion, and  to  obtain  the  facts  required,  we  there- 
fore give  to  our  committee  the  instructions  we 
think  proper  for  its  guidance.  Committees  are 
the  organs  of  this  House ;  and  'tis  the  right,  and 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  give  them  such  direc- 
tions as  it  thinks  best  cafcniated  to  attfdn  its 
objects,  and  leave  to  inference,  what  may  be 
rendered  definite  and  certain.  Tis  also  desira- 
ble, whenever  an  inoniry  is  instituted  into  the 
conduct  of  a  public  omoer,  that  every  semblanee 
of  pr^udic^  or  party  sptiit,  should  be  av<dded. 
In  moving  his  amendment,  my  friend  and  col- 
league was  influenced  by  Aur  and  hontmble 
motives ;  but  if  an  amendment^  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  throw  light  upon  the  conduct  of  this 
President,  by  compering  it  with  that  of  other 
Presidents  under  stmiliu'  circumstances,  should 
be  rtyected ;  then  tbe  inference  might  be  drawn, 
that  the  resolution  of  my  colleague  was  framed 
with  tlie  view  of  excluding  necessary  and  im- 
portant information,  and  a  character  be  thus 

S'veu  to  it  at  variance  with  what  he  intended, 
conducting  an  iuquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
public  officer,  we  ought  not  mily  to  have  all  the 
evidence  before  us,  wUoh  we  think  is  oalculat- 
ed  to  oilighten  our  Judgments,  but  which  the 
friends  of  that  officer,  nyon  this  floor,  m«y 
deem  necessary  for  bis  justification,  unless  what 
is  required  should  be  plainly  in<1ative.  Whether 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
be  important  or  unimportant,  may  admit  of  a 
^Steenoe  ctf  opinion:  that  it  is  not  indaUve^ 
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will  be  ooDceded  bj  every  one.  For  these  rea- 
■0118, 1  am  ia  favor  of  tiie  amendDient  wliioli 
Ims  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Harj- 
land. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  tAken,  were— jeaa 
178,  nays  2. 

The  qaeation  was  put  to  agree  to  the  resola- 
tions  of  Mr.  Chilton,  as  amended,  and  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative  noaniraously. 

8o  me  reBoIntiona  passed  in  the  following  form : 

"  Retolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  bo  appoint- 
ed, whole  cUity  it  shall  be  to  ioqnire  and  report  to 
th^  Hotue,  ii  uij,  and  what,  retrenchment  can  be 
made,  with  safety  to  the  public  interest,  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  oflBeen  of  the  Goremraent  o[  the  United 
States,  and  In  the  amount  of  salaries  which  they  may 
respectively  receive ;  more  especially,  to  report  spe- 
cifically on  the  following  beads  i 

"  Ist.  What  reductions  of  expose  can  be  made  in 
the  State  Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of 
the  officers  and  clerks  attached  to  this  Department, 
fai  the  expenses  regnlating  the  foreign  intercourse, 
and  in  the  uinting  and  distribution  of  the  public 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

**  2d.  What  redootionB  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  whether  an  ellbcUve  system  of  aocoontability, 
and  for  the  oidlaotlon  of  uie  public  dues,  is  there 
established. 

"  Sd.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  io 
the  Navy  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers 
now  acting  nibordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
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"4th.  What  redactions  of  expense  can  be  mad* 
in  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  Indian  Depait- 
ment,  and  m  the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  id>- 
ordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

**  6th.  What  reductinns  of  expense  can  be  made  in 
the  number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation which  thej  may  receive,  In  the  FoBtmaater 
Oeneral's  Department. 

**  And  that  the  eommittee  be  forUier  inatmetcd  to 
examine  Uie  seTeral  contingent  ftanda  of  each  of 
these  Departments,  and  to  report  the  amoimt  and 
objects  for  which  disbursements  have  been  made, 
from  these  funds ;  and  that  they  report  the  amoont^ 
vouched  and  unvouched,  which  have  been  paid  fnm 
the  secret  service  fund,  nnce  the  first  day  of  Jely, 
1190,  or  the  fund  reguUting  the  eontSngeneiea  of 
foreign  intercourse,  and  of  tlw  fiud  for  the  cxpCBMB 
of  the  intercourse  with  the  Barbery  Powen. 

**  And  that  they  further  report  whether  the  com* 
pensation  of  members  of  Congress  should  be  re- 
duced ;  and  whether  the  fixed  edaries  of  the  officers 
of  this  House  and  its  contingent  expenses,  can,  with 
propriety,  be  diminished. 

**  And  fmtber,  that  they  inquire  wbetlwr  any  bo^ 
ification  of  the  rinking  fond  act  can  be  madt,  wiA 
4  view  of  prodndnr  a  mm  qieedy  extingaishmeBi 
ofthepubuedebt.*^ 

Mr.  Haultok,  Vr.  Ihohuc,  Mr.  Skkokaxt, 
Mr.  RtTBs,  Mr.  Stebbtt,  Mr.  WioELiFra,  and 
Mr.  Wbiqht,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  th» 
cominitteeu 
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oonetttnttoD,  4 ;  powers  of  the  President  deemed  not  to 
be  the  proper  object  of  mooh  Jealousy,  4 ;  the  tethers  of 
the  wndntioB  thought  dUbrantly,  4;  a  llsw  of  Ut  eolf 
atitntlonal  attributes  eramlnad,  4;  the  powers  of  the 
President,  althot^  great,  are  neeesaaiy  fbr  the  safe^ 
of  the  Bepnbllc,4;  befbra  any  amendment  ts  adopted 
Its  adaptability  to  the  spirit  and  genioa  of  onr  fovem- 
ment  ought  to  be  aaoertalaed,  B;  the  fhunera  of  the 
conatltntlon  well  knew  that  the  Stalee  were  the  best 
guardians  of  State  rl^ta,  ft;  whenever  the  State  leglala- 
torea  bare  appointed  the  electns  Initead  of  designating 
Btoda  of  their  alaettoBiaiaj  ban  Tlotatad  the  «w 
rtltatlOB,  6;  rcftrtnea  to  tita  Federalist,  S;  wlul  Im 
been  the  operstlon  of  the  eoBatttutlont  0;  the  adoption 
of  the  district  system,  and  a  dlreot  vote  In  districts  lot 
President  and  Tlee-PieeideDt,  would  cure  the  most 
alarmlDg  of  these  srlla,  4;  Intention  of  the  constltutlou 
In  Interposing  the  eleotorsl  cotlegea,  d;  the  voting 
directly  and  Immediately  for  the  man  of  their  eholoe 
wonld  be  productive  of  lively  astlalhctloa  on  the  part  of 
tbo  peopla,  T;  tba  ftwlMld  vlw  mm  auAiga  cTTIr- 
gints,  T;  tUa  aBUBdmort  doaa  sot  laterftie  with  Stat* 
rights,  T;  ttie  power  of  the  Honae  aa  ezerttsed  la  tUs 
election  Is  the  only  purely  IMeratlTe  ftatnre  that  now 
ramalBa,T;  Ifthe  deformed Aatnrea of eormption  have 
been  here  manlfeated,  la  there  no  mode  of  expelling  the 
monater  but  by  digging  up  the  Ibuadatlona  of  the  coO' 
aUtutlonaledUlceT  a 

A  qaeatton  of  vast  Interest  to  tha  people  <tf  this  oona- 
tij,  8;  a  qaaattoB  of  Mmalsatr  Inmilnd,  8;  la  pna* 
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tiM  kow  doM  tba  ■ormtgityoftbapMpUivnmtetM  | 
ttealMtloBor  Uw(Ai«f  HasMntt«orUMiMti«arSi  It  I 
ti  Hid  that  It  iMTar  itm  latoDdMl  lif  Um  tnmm  Uut 
tlM  pMpU  ■faoaM  ex«rcl*e  thla  importoDt  Auietka  of 
•bsUnc  tk»  Pndduit,  a;  Ttewtakw  of  ths^oMtfoo  by 
TBilou  ^Mken,  B ;  It  imr  latMidcd  Uiia  Um  p«i>- 
ptaihsaldalMtthtFrMMnittt;  wkittatbiln|W|B<' 
tbt^Mtnbls  to  tb*  •oMtltatlva?  I;  •rldeiMM  inn 
ftom  tb««oiHtltirtloB,9;  mtlUHCTMeiMwr  t;  oploloiw 
«f  HmUmh,  HamDloB,  Jftr>  9;  No.  IB  of  tba  pMbrmllM, 
9;  what  wer*  the  opintona  •iiUrtaiii«d  Id  th«  oooTen- 
tloa  of  VlrgliiU  to  whieli  thk  euMtitatltn  wm  nib- 
nlttod?  9;  mnftrksor  Hoaroe,!;  will  U17' on* buud 
Uuflptnlon  that  btrMftor  thb  olMtton  will  bat  HMon 
dmln  on  Ctmgnml  10;  two  pnpodUoiu  ooiwldend, 
10;  tbaeouUtnttos  Aoald  bow  WMBdad that ao^> 
ttoaoT  I>r«oldeBtudTlo»-PrMldoatihall,UMOT«nt, 
doT(4TO  npoB  tko  mpeottra  Houm  of  Coogrw.  19; 
dotMts  of tho  muUtatlMi,  10;  whrtUa  «leetlon  ilioiUd, 
la  BO  event,  devolTO  ob  CoBgreaoT  10;  It  mar  happen 
that  a  minority  nar  oleot  a  Prealdent,  11;  la  there  no 
dBBser  that  eren  the  Eepreeentatlree  of  froeinen  fMj, 
In  an  otU  bonr,  ba  tamptad  to  depart  from  th«  path  ct 
dntff  It;  ia  Immaoolnto  pnrl^  to  ba  fimnd  wItUn 
theoo  valla,  and  In  M  other  oonor  of  tha  aarthf  U; 
tt  !•  Mid  that  Ibr  the  honor  of  thla  Honoo  a  nu|ddoB 
aboold  Dot  be  indulged  that  Ha  mambora  ooold  ba  oor- 
rnpted,  IS;  if  thla  ataetloa  ahall  freqnenUr  devolTe  on 
OongreM,  a  door  will  be  t^Msad  to  corruption,  Intrlgne, 
B&d  to  office  hnnteri,  thronfh  whleh  tha  evU-doer  may 
■oma  i»j  lap  the  ftmndatloaa  of  tha  Bepablic,  18; 
wben  the  election  eomea  to  thia  Homo  tt  la  caleolated 
to  interfero  with  and  Impado  tha  oidlnafjr  bnetnew  of 
laglilaUon,  UL 

Tbo  propooltloB  that  each  StaU  In  tha  Untoo  ehaU  b« 
divided  late  ao  manj  dfatrieU  a*  there  are  Senators  and 
BepreeentatlTea  In  ConfroH  tnia  anch  State,  IS ;  otO^c* 
of  the  propoaltion,  18 ;  do  tha  people  la  ever/  aection  of 
the  Union,  In  bot,  poaeeia  and  exerdie  tbelr  aqoal  rala- 
tlre  weight  In  the  election  T  IS;  a  bare  majority  of  the 
people  of  tha  aUt  larger  Statea  utght  alcot  a  Pmldont, 
U;  thedllanuDa,U;  wtUthoamaUoratatoiot^tethat 
part  of  the  reaohitloa  which  exdndee  the  election  from 
GoncrciaT  14;  will  the  larger  Statea  objaetf  U ;  a  ml- 
Bocl^  In  one  of  the  larger  Statea,  whoae  voice  to  eotirelr 
mpprceaed,  nwy  be  Ave  tlmea  as  larfe  as  a  m^ority  In 
one  of  the  imaller  Statee,  19;  Delaware  and  New  York, 
IS;  an  occurrence  In  one  of  the  districta  of  Maryland. 
U;  the  people  require  no  anehaKeticfaa  the  electora,  10; 
It  la  eald  that  when  we  ^proach  thia  oonatintion  we 
atandon  boIygTonndilO;  the  amendment  doe*  not  pio- 
poaa  to  diatnrb  the  principle,  bnt  learee  it  wbeia  tha 
eenatltatlon  plaeed  It,  10;  the  aabject  of  alaTery,  17;  it 
lauid.  that  Id  all  election*  the  mioorlty  have  no  rtghta, 
and  moat  snbmit,  IT ;  it  to  thooght  the  general  ticket 
^tam  would  moet  effeotoallf  onuh  the  cancu  at  the 
eentra  of  the  Btate,  IT;  it  U  objected  that  the  amend- 
ment Interfere*  with  Btate  right*  and  tend*  to  conioUda- 
tion  of  the  Union,  IT;  by  tUaplanlttopropoied  to  take 
from  Cragraa  tbo  contlncmt  power  of  eleeting  the  Fre- 
ddent  and  Tiea-Fnddent,  nnd  to  gin  It  to  tbo  people  of 
the  SUtea,  IB;  1*  thto  producing  consoUdatloa t  18; 
doea  thU  plan  lake  from  the  large  Btatea  any  of  thrir 
rlghtat  18;  It  to  aald  that  any  attempt  to  propose  ameud- 
ments  to  the  oonatltatlon  wa*  oneonatltuttonal,  18;  we 
an  admontobed  that  we  should  ba  cautious  in  toaehing 
thia  charter  of  onr  Uboitlei,  18 ;  the  cmitoot  between 
Bnir  and  JeShiaoB,  Ifc 

A  qnoition  of  grant  imporlaaeo  In  the  amall  Btatei,  It ; 
tha  twenty-one  praporitloM  thftt  have  bean  anbmltted, 
U ;  oxiatlng  etrmnataaaoa  aad  the  pnaoat  ttno  do  Mt 


Jnatlfy  any  Mpeadment*  whatoror,  90;  tt  wan  Mt  to- 
toBdad  that  the  cbnotitatlon  abonld  ba  attated  by  onfj 
wind,  90 ;  no  call  from  the  people  that  ou^  t«  ba  taiM 
la  relation  to  the  propoallloDs  now  nnder  dlaeaariHai.B: 
the  amcDdment  made  In  ISOt,  10  ;  ITiat  aiiwiiiiliiii  nt 
from  the  small  Statea  an  InfloeBM  im  the  jmIi—ij 
Hon,  which  they  might  hsra  cxaralaad,  and  whlih  ^9 
oaanot  now  oxerdae,  91;  aztraet  ftnm  tha  gpaad  d 
Got.  QriiwDld  of  GoBBOCttat.  tl;  pnwMdlata  of* 
CODTentlou  which  ftirmod  tbo  oonatltBtioD  on  thAtpuL 
9> ;  an  eleetton  by  the  Booae  was  not,  to  the  tnama  ^ 
the  oonatltatlon,  by  any  meana,  an  unexpected  evm^ 
91;  the  different  nwdoaof  appointing  ct««MTsenBriBe£ 
9);  Uadtoon'a  opinioa  that  the  Btate  LegislatHrw  aril 
qipolnt  electors,  99;  tha  azordoe  of  thia  power  In  aMi 
floaes  may  be  Jnstlfled  fkiom  neeeasl^  ud  peA^.S; 
faaaonaafalnat  taking  tha  powvr  from  State  LegUnlBH 
18;  the  eloctl<»bydlrtrtc<BMl^ttB  mniiy  emu  itra 
tbo  power  of  large  States  aod  loaaan  their  Am  aid  li- 
llaeDee,SS;  the  pluallty  Dwda  of  •leellay  inawtai 
Oongreat,94. 

The  propoaition  to  ramove  the  aleetloB  ftwn  ihm  Bmb, 
and  the  loai  whleh  the  ataU  Siatoa  will  ooatalB,  M ; » 
tiaetftmaiha  letter  ef  Washington,  »t ;  Jf  tha  essM)- 
tottoa  WW  formed  In  tbo  true  spirit  of  eonipiemiM  t 
may  sot  bo  Impcopor  to  Inqalro  Into  the  lelatieo  km 
aad  pla  botwoea  tbo  largo  and  anmll  Btatea,  9<;h 
BBrapreeented  fraction*  of  small  Stataa, »;  tha  cftd 
of  thU  fraction,  tensMering  the  nsagca,  as  well  as  mt^ 
of  the  eatablished  mlea  of  the  OoTemtneat,  35 ;  A*  ^ 
flncDce  and  ptiltlcal  power  of  somo  of  tbe  larger  fit** 
hsr*  Ineroasad  beyond  the  caloalatlooe  of  the  fiwB 
of  tha  oatMlltaaoa,9B;  ahaU  ona  porttoB  enj<7dtkt 
benefits  of  the  eoMtltatloB,  while  another  portfaa  *r 
tho  fitatea  are  deprived  of  what  It  wae  iBteBdadOc; 
ohoald  enjoy  r  80;  the  peenllar  popalatloa  of  the  Soflk- 
en)8tate*,M;  a  Bepreeentatire  of  the  aetlMi  oogkl  ti 
be  oousldered  a*  safe  an  agent  aa  a  member  of  a  Stn 
Legtolatnra,  87;  tha  member  &«m  New  T«*k  csbbM 
an^ort  tho  Admintot»tl«i,  97 ;  while  aome  hare  sea- 
tended  that  tho  removal  of  the  election  Ctmb  the  Usmt 
la  BoOTMary  to  prevent  tha  oporaOon  of  the  aaatHl 
power,  otheio  have  ooBtoadad  that  It  la  neeenaiy  tei*> 
•tore  regular  BomlnaUoDt,9T;  Impropriety  of  Uw  p» 
poeed  altemtlons,  and  Importance  of  that  featnie  la  At 
federative  ^tem  to  ■mall  Btatea  whldi  It  to  ptefwri 
to  take  from  them,  88 :  Bhode  Island  Bot  beUai  kt 
sister  Btataa  In  the  Utastmggle,  SB. 

Qoeatlon  Involved  In  aome  obaenrltj  by  Bot  db> 
tingntoUng  oloariy  between  tbo  otjecta  of  tbe  Oeacnl 
aad  State  aovemmenta,  99;  htatotyof  oarOovanma^ 
99 ;  why  wore  the  powers  of  ao varelgn^  divided  betwM 
the  two  OoTemmentsT  30;  the  pe^le  of  each  Stateihil 
Bjipolnt  electors  In  such  manner  as  they  In  their  ceip»- 
rate  c^iaolty  shsU  see  fit,  SO;  the  power  to  regstote  tU 
mode  to  appoint  electors  In  ea«dt  Btate  is  a  StaU  right, 
80;  the  resolutions  propoao  to  take  frocn  the  Stria 
all  manner  of  coalrol  over  the  election  of  ruiriilail.  h 
dpIoBt  or  final,  to  daatny  Ita  bderal  cbaracM;  ml 
Biakalt»atIoBaI,M;  the  cxtaarioaer  tbopowenifaa 
Qenenl  Oovemment  to  any  •afajeet  evideatir  wtOik 
the  eognlxanoe  of  tha  States,  removea  one  barrier  aplari 
the  inroad*  of  that  eovemment  npoa  the  Miwelgn^ 
and  independenca  of  tha  Statea,  81;  It  to  mM  that  the 
aleetlon  by  tbe  Uoose  rlolatea  tha  maxim  whleh  liklUto 
the  dlvlrion  of  power  betwoon  the  ExeeadTe  and  Ligb' 
Utivo  department^ 81;  It  la  said  tha  elecHen^tto 
Hooso  expooea  tha  maflaban  to  ho  avoHadftmhrir 
dnty,S9;  tha  priaoiploa  that  eiMdtaU  thalkndrilM 
of  froottalaik  88,88: 

OlifeotloM  to  tbo  woolBttoBo  ooaddan^  81;  iri  a 
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pnpw  tliiM  to  Mt  OB  th«  UBtadtBents,  H ;  the  namb«r  J 
of  tba  rawdBtloiu,  mi  nriety  of  tli«  pUn*  propoMd,  84;  | 
tlM  propriety  and  MMntfad  right  of  »  Stftt*  to  TOt«  to- 
mUmg  to  tba  gamnl  tlokot  plan,  SB;  what  adTa&tago 
aan  tba  mode  of  alMUnf  bj  gaoanl  ttdcat  be  to  Mtj 
StatarM;  It toaald that  vbeBtbagSMral  tttftotijatun 
'  la  adopted  \>j  on*,  It  aeta  aa  a  klod  of  moral  eoerdoB 
upon  all  to  adopt  ft,  M;  the  propodUoDtodlspeaae  with 
oleeton  altogether,  and  permit  the  peoplm  to  vote  dlreet- 
I7  for  Preddent  and  Tloe-Preaideiit,  8S;  the  propoelUon 
to  amend  the  ooaatitntlM  In  aooh  manner  u  to  preTent 
the  eleotloD  from  doTolTliif  on  Cony  Mi.  8t;  baa  Con- 
fNM  abated  tUapowwt  ST;  oxlnetftmB  tboBlghlaof 
ICaa,  17 ;  attoi^  to  divert  o«r  attantloi  from  the  da- 
feett  of  the  eoDatltotloB  by  axpreailng  reTerenee  Itor  Ite 
frainei>,ST;  tba  nxutltadon  pioTed  dafoetlTC  in  one 
I  rerj  Important  partloular,  88 ;  It  seonroa  to  na  the  right 
of  amendment,  S8;  Umakeaaoeartaln  provlsioDftirtbe 
•leetton  of  Preddent  aa  It  atanda,  88;  elreunataneea 
eonneoted  with  the  late  Pieatdentlal  eleoHon,  80. 

The  plan  propoeed  more  liable  to  abnaa  than  the  pma- 
ant  gatotn,  and  amntlally  ImpwatleaMa,  $> ;  the  pica- 
«rt  OT|auliallo«  of  tito  alaetoml  ^atam  la  amentiall; 
caloolated  to  eoaeantnto  poblle  opinion  on  thoae  who 
doterre  psUle  eonfldenoe,  89 ;  artfuUj  emitended  the 
people  wonld  bare  more  power  In  the  eteetlon,  89 ;  Im- 
praetleaUlUj  of  the  plan  propoaed,  40 ;  the  dedgn  of  the 
owwtltnUon  erklently  wm  UuU  the  Preddent  tbould  b« 
obeaen  by  the  pm^la  of  tbo  Stalaa  la  Uwtr  oolleettre 
eapael^,oa  dIaUnet Independent  eoiiuawiltlaa^40;  tba 
loevitablomnlt  of  the  pipoaad  dtango  la  boI  otriy  to 
nnltiplr  candldataa,  bot  to  bilag  ftnward  aaodfdatea  af 
a  dUTerent  olaia  or  twder,  41 ;  what  baa  been  the  opera- 
tion of  the  preaent  eretem  1 48 ;  error  from  the  political 
Tlew  taken  of  the  people  of  thla  eoontrj,  4S ;  the  con- 
Btltotlon  preaeribea  that  thla  power  ahoold  be  ezerelaed 
bj  the  S(atea.tii  wa  have  no  light  to  amend  bj  deatroy- 
1^  n  great  ndlaal  powar  of  tba  Stataa,  48. 

Tbia  VMttlon  one  of  tbe  grcateat  oMwequaoea  to  tbe 
people  of  tba  United  Stately  48;  Itia  aald  wamnatnot 
attempt  to  Impore  bj  expertenee  In  the  mardi  ef  time, 
44;  the  ExeeatlTehaa  already  aa  mneh  poworglTen  him 
aaaay  JHendof  hlaeonntry  would  wlah  him  to  have,  44 ; 
the  tnawn  of  the  eonatitntloa  were  not  pomeeied  <rf 
Uiapliatlon,  44;  when  /ODaralnpaianlttf  thefedemtlTe 
piliMlple  jon  moat  look  to  tbe  Senate  brandl  of  the  Ha- 
tloaal  LegUlatoie,  dS;  It  la  aald,  tha  Uttla  State*  wlU 
new  to  tnr  >Mta  aMindmanf,  U  will  ba  t^ng 
from  them  their  aonmigi  fqnalitj  without  firing  an 
•qolTalent,  a;  tt  toaaMtbadlatrMaTatMnwIUtendto 
aco&aoUdatlonoftbe8tatea,4S;  it  U  laid  tbe  arguneot 
roqolras  the  free  TOtera  In  all  the  Statca  to  be  pat  on  a 
Ciotlog  of  equality,  49;  a  eaoeoa  la  tha  ereatare  of  Ihe- 
tlen,  46 ;  It  ia  aald  a  eancoi  li  neoMMry  for  eoUeetlng 
and  nniting  the  pnblle  will,  M;  the  differenee  between 
a  eMMiu  at  thla  ^aea  and  elaawhara^dC;  theinoomp- 
ttbiU^of  thiaBoDBaMttoboballeT«d,4a;  the  people 
oogbt  to  voU  Ibr  Pnaldaiit  wtthaot  tbelnteipoatUonof 
•laatora,47. 

Xxiok  at  tbe  reenlt  oT  tha  general  tlAet  wjttm,  43 ; 
BOtifleatton  to  Hr.  Adam*  of  hia  eleotlon,  48;  huw  aroB 
bit  friend*  oppoee  the  reeelnUon,  48. 

Amendment  offered,  7T ;  It  baa  been  (aid  that  thla 
•nendment  owea  Ita  birth  to  dtiqqx'l''^  ambition,  T7 ; 
ItUaaldtbat  a»  te  aa  tba  dtoleo  of  •  OUaf  UagtatmU 
deponded  on  uUhnnt^,  wo  an  wlOont  any  eonrtlta* 
tlonal  ralowbataTer,R;  want  of  nnUbtralty  la  by  no 
maana  the  moot  aertooa  mlaehUf  that  Impend*  tha  pree- 
OBtayatom,78;  history  of  the  Statw  In  thl*  nutter,  78; 
ooorae  of  Tlrglnta,  TB ;  It  I*  mid  no  Ulnre  lua  ooenrred 
in  tba  operattona  of  tbe  exlatlag  qratom,  79;  tendanay 


trf  the  pnqwcltion  to  trench  on  the  power  of  the  Stately 
79;  nntlbrmlty  of  any  kind  in  the  operation*  of  thla  Gor- 
ermnent  moat  encroaob  upon  the  power  of  action  In  the 
BtatH,  yatmUbnulfy  I*  aald  to  be  graMly  wlahad,  79; 

BefieethiBa  on  the  claim  of  power  fbr  the  State  Legla> 
latarea,80;  tbe  material  action  of  tbe  Btatea  In  tbe  bd> 
oral  plan,  80;  dlatribntlon  of  electoral  power  praeented 
a  eompllcated  qneatlon,  80;  whenever  an  exeentlTO 
come*  Into  oflloe  by  an  ^pcrfntment  of  thla  Honae, 
dangeroD*  oonaeqnenoea  Inerltably  reenlt,  SO ;  the  reao- 
lotlon*  as  fint  Introdaoed,  61 ;  the  cueceasful  operation 
«f  onr  Ooremment  tbo*  Ihr  ahonld  not  lead  n*  to  believe 
tt  ao  settled  and  permaimt  that  we  may  ventnte  aaftlj 
■  l»teatltwltballB0rtioridiemei,8L 

Obaraeter<rftheargnneBtlnoppo*Itlon.8S;  Itlsiald 
to  be  nnconrtitntlonal  to  amend  tbe  oonaUtntlon,  89; 
"Facta  and  Inbrenees,"  88 ;  avowed  prinelplee  of  Mr, 
Adam*  while  a  candidate,  81 ;  change  of  opinion  on  thla 
•ab>teot  by  the  President  and  hIa  frtenda,  88;  origin  of 
the  dlatrict  system  proposition,  88 ;  It  Is  said  that  by  the 
dlatrict  syatem  yon  Increase  the  caocoa  evil  by  moltl* 
^ylag  Um  Bombor  of  eanetise*k  88;  examination  of  tbo 
ot^oaUoBS  o^ad  to  the  distrlot  qrstem  by  Ita  aappoeed 
tendency  to  Interfere  with  tha  eaiential  ri^ta  at  the 
States,  and  to  lead  to  oonsuUdatlon,  88 ;  It  has  been  oaU- 
ed  a  erueible  tn  which  the  Statea  were  to  be  amalga- 
mated, 84 ;  bow  can  it  be  said  we  violate  tbe  prinoiplea 
of  tbe  oonaUtntlon  by  making  thoes  prUwlples  more  ef< 
lM)tlveT84;  It  la  nrged  a*  an  argument  agalnat  taking 
the  election  from  the  Honae  that  we  are  oompeDad  to 
«booaeoMofthothie»hlgbest|anditla  of  little  Impor- 
tance lAleb  wo  diooae,  84;  rellHrenee  to  tbe  history  ol 
onr  ooontry,  8S ;  remark  of  Mr.  Cmwlbrd,  S3 ;  reply  to 
an  objection  of  Inconsistency,  89;  law  of  the  Locrlana, 
86 ;  admitted  on  all  hands  that  tbe  States,  In  adopting 
the  district  system,  wonld  have  to  surrender  some  por- 
tion of  theli  power  over  the  election,  88 ;  the  great  ob* 
Jeetion  against  the  present  mode  of  electloo  is  the  im- 
proper Qse  that  may  be  made  of  power  and  patronage 
to  emnpt  tbe  memboiB  and  control  thai  rvotaa,  88;  Inf 
propria^  of  ving  the  electton  In  tbe  laat  reaort  to  tbo 
State  Legislatures,  87 ;  the  people  are  tbe  saftat  depoel- 
tory  of  every  power  whli:h  it  E*  practicable  for  them  to 
wield,  ST ;  committee  rise,  ST ;  amendments  offered  la 
the  Honse,  ST ;  vote  on  the  resolutions,  88 ;  further  rea- 
olnUons,  91.  See  Jiti«e,  vols.  1, 8, 8, 6,  7, 8. 
At»endmmt  <tf  Journal  of  IM  JToittt,—Se»  India,  voL  & 
AxsnnOK,  Jooit,  Bepreeentatlve  from  U*^  809.  Set 
dea^voLS. 

AmBBWKiJoiDi, tbeeaB»o£  Si»Mtm,ytLt.  A-Aorib 
AMDEnsoif,  SutUML,  Bepreaentetlve  from  PeuL,l08;  on  the ' 
relief  of  nvolntlMUuy  oCDcers,  nS;  on  retrondunant^ 

AppofntmtiUs,  SitteuHv«.—See  Indtm,  voL  6. 
AppropHaUt»u.—S*t  Indtte,  yola.  1,  i,  8,  B,  7,  8. 
AncnsK,  Willum  8^  Bepreeentatlve  ftam  Ta^  SOO ;  on  tbo 

Panama  Mission,  808 ;  00  aodbrar*  by  fire  In  Alexandria 

887;  on  Haade'a  claim,  «7.  «>•  vol*.  8^  T,  a 

Arkamtat  TtrrUory.—SM  IntUte,  vol  &  TtrrttorUt. 
Artanttu  WttUm  Boundaty.—84t  Indtx,  vol*.  7,  & 
Armoiy,  ITsseem,— IndMS,  voL  8. 
AnnBTXONS,  William,  Representative  from  Ta,,  008.  jSM 

/tNtse,  vol  8. 
Armv.—S»«  Indta.  vols.  1, 8, 4,  5,  T. 
Army  dMtrUo*,  prttention  qf.~8s4  Mm,  vol  8. 
Aanmnr,  Dr.,  account  of  the  capture  of  a  Spaulab  veaael  at 

Ifouovia,  804;  do.  dottnutlon  of  a  ilavo  ftotoiy,  SOSL 
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ooMlderttd,  99i ;  OMrioo  of  p«rt  of  tbe  UmhI  of  Atam 
for  A  llf  ht-hooM,  US ;  kdvanUgM  of  Uibm  himmitm,  968 ; 
hu  ujr  progMw  boon  mado  to  obtala  •  CMrtoat  S9S ; 
tk«  DonbtoBMMBhotK^lBI;  MMlsttoMagmd 
to,  906. 

Bm«T.  JoMi,  BapfMwtrtlw  ftwm  Ifi— WwH»  Wt  Am 

AdM^Toli.  T.& 
Bi.LDwiM,JoHii,BepT««iitotlnfMmOoueattrat,<H;  Am 

/ndM^  ToL  8. 

AinAq^A^  CMtMl  flotM,— In  tho  Houe,  a  rflaolatlon  n\m- 
ttv6  to  tho  h]«  4rf  a  portion  of  tbo  atoek  Id,  oon- 
atdered,  CU ;  profit  to  tlio  goTuamwit  fhm  lt>  ulo,  at 
tba  prowt  praniun,  611 ;  imiom  of  Um  VMolHtlon,  Cll ; 
IntiiiMtod  that  tba  rwolntlo&  b  a  nuawaa  of  tb«  0190- 
aUoBfllli  aU  mob  motXrm  dlaeUDodt  <U;  at  aoma 
tboM,  an  attampt  to  hU  thla  atoek  ndibt  pndua  da- 
proMlon  In  tba  maAat,  CIS ;  pqwat  of  tba  paUlo 
debt,  CIS ;  bai  anj  vMaat  iboft  baas  pradaoad  b^r 
thist  418;  paoleprodoaad,  nS;  ^  itoek  TalaolMa,  u  a 
tneui  of  ramittaiiea  to  Oreat  Britain,  bhUI  thla  qooaUon 
la  decided,  018  j  the  qaaatloB  thoQld  ba  daoUUd  on  Ita 
naritiitU;  the  proMnoa  of  GoramBMBt  In  tba  market 
prodneai  a  (raat  efftet,  014 ;  laBaod  arlthmatlaal  ealea- 
latlou  not  a  pr«^  data,  la  all  flaM%  to  kfUlata  apMi, 
Sl4;  do  wa  aoaUa  ouaalraa  to  par  <rtr  aaf  portloit  of 
the  debt?  614. 

Will  tiU«  tdkanie  ba  of  peaanlarr  adToatage  to  tba 
ITolted  Stateef  614;  tba  mera  peennlarj  oakwlatfcHi  irf 
profit  and  Iom  doea  not  oonstltnto  tha  atrongest  otf^eo- 
Uon  to  tba  meaxira,  6U ;  thto  notioa  oonaaetad  with 
daepar  and  nltartor  pnrpoBM  aod  Tiawa  tt  a  polltioal 
kIiid,«U;  mnaarapdltloal  tbaaaSuMofal  aipact,ln 
the  yaaeat  meatqre,  <16;  tiia  prwant  dlvUaadr^ mada 
bf  tba  bank,  do  not  ooniUtato  tba  only  elemaat  of  tha 
present  price  of  Iti  atock,  616 ;  object  to  butoa  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  pnblie  debt,  61T;  what  la  tbe  altoa* 
UoQ  of  tbe  pablle  debtf  61T;  redaction  of  tbe  taking 
tuai  anggeated,  61T ;  what  waa  the  condition  of  tbe  na- 
tional enrreacj  when  tba  bank  went  into  operatlwif 
618;  rlsaoftbaatodiof  ttaa<ddbaBk,618;  Im^ladttaat 
tha  doflUloB  of  thla  qaaatloB  baa  a  eoluwetlon  with  tba 
Inquiry  relative  to  a  ranawal  of  the  ebmrtar  of  the  bank, 
619;  belief  that  tba  ebarter  will  be  reoewed,  618;  pro- 
teat  affalaat  tba  Inflnanoaa  employed  from  abroad,  for 
becetUng  aa  eitraocdlaary  aenalUTenaaa  In  thla  Hooaa, 
that  any  alliulon  to  tbe  bank,  and  the  oonnectlon  of  tbe 
GoTemment  with  It,  waa  a  deraagemeot  of  the  flnanolal 
eondlUon  <tf  tba  00  on  try,  619;  let  sa  ba  oneommltlad 
aa  to  tba  ftatora,  tlO;  ttia  aala  li  not  axpadlant,  610; 
toHitattoB  ntleatad, m.  amMtm,viiU.l,»,4,li,t,1. 

Bank  Not**  i%  Pavm4nt  ((/I>M^.-8*4  Indm,  ToL  T. 

bankrupt  AASm  Indtm,  Tola.  9,  8,  T. 

Banks  <tf  DspotU.—iS**  iMmt,  roL  T. 

Ba»bk»,  Motw,  BepreaantatlTe  from  OiHUwatl«Bt,iOli  Bt4 
Indm,  Tola.  7,  S. 

ButaoDa,  JoBK  &^  BapreoantatlTo  from  Tlrflnla,  609;  on 
an  ameadnant  to  tba  eooatltatton,  TT,  Am  /«da9, 
Tola.T.& 

BaBBOCT,  Pamy     BeptwantaHTa  from  YlrgUla,  609 ;  on 

tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Btataa,  611-461;  Mtbaoawaf 
captured  Africana,  680;  relaUra  to  ai^taiad  AlHcana, 
641.  5m /Mlaa^  Tola.  0,6, 7,8. 
BAEKxa,  Datii\  Jb.,  BepraaantottTa  from  Kaw  bmpahlre, 

eoe. 

Bablow,  SrvKKK,  Bepreaentatl're  f^m  PeonaylTanla,  609. 
BAaKAKD,  lauo  D.,  Senator  from  Peun^lTanla,  461]  on 

tha  p^mant  of  latoreat  to  Btataa,  678. 
BAUrakD,  DamL  Dq  BepreaantatlTe  ftom  Hew  Tork,  60ft. 
BiXsws,  Jonr,  Ba^aaantatlTa  fhw  Ifat^^aod,  «■ ;  on 

alaTery  In  tbe  Blatrtct  of  Columbia,  41fi;  on  tba  Bank 


of  tbe  United  Stata^  618;  on  ratraocbiiM^  ffl«^6K 

Barract»  at  N—e  OrUaiu. — In  tha  Beaata,  a  UD  to 
chMO  a  alU  fbr,  eon^end,  BM;  tba  IbrM  r»^«ba6  « 
Mew<Meana,B«0;BaadlMalbrOui(raao  tv  tntaaftnla 
ttada*aO»«fthaPap*rtowt,6M;  tha  aafcaallMawBrf 
thadlmatoat  aawOriaanaa*  addmowd  — »Mai  h 
ftToroftUaUH.Hl;  bOIcrtewdtoba  nig.inwi6,M. 

BuuuHaaa,  DaauL  L.,  BepmanMtr*  ftaa  Hatth  Oaa- 
lloa,61«L 

BannxiT,  Iohuod,  BepreaeatatiTO  fhn  Jffaw  TlMiiibiiu 
609;  oat  aa  aatendmant  to  tbe  aunaUtuttoo,  >1 ;  oatba 
.Panama  mlaalea,  nO;  « latanal  ImpaiiiaHiala,  Mt; 
«B  tba  Haw  Otmk  TNb^.  tOt;  aa  •  Hsvy  Tacd 
PUIaddpUa,8gi;  M>I>wfa»dl>»mbAaartm^  6N  1; 
caftawaadDnaalttaUilla4fllataa<>namaartl%«M; 
on  a  priatlBs  of  tbe  battle  of  Baw  Oriaaaa*  OHl 
Jkdm,  ToL  T. 

Baxnar,  UonnoAi,  BapmantatiTa  fkaan  OUo,  (UL  Sm 

MmB,  Tok.  T,  a. 
Baxtok,  Datis,  Seaat<ff  frocn  lOaaooil,  467 ;  an  Oaaaleaf 
reMrved  lead  mlnea,  tSl;  oil  the  raBaf  of  asAMS  M 
Alexandria,  886;  oaaAooHaDdata  lBdUBa,4T9;  as  tba 
pow«nartbaneaFnrideBt,S10;  «««snrt«f  Mto 
Kaivoa  OoDaga,  06fc  Am  Mai^  Tola.  T,  & 
BiiaBiT,  BuxwBU,  BqitaaaatatlTa  firaca  TtrglDla,  Sm 

IndfB,  T<4a.  8, 4,    6, 7, 8. 
BaTBiAa,  Bfuadi,  Senator  from  Hew  Jeraay,  46T. 
Bath,  E>wau>,  RepreaentatlTa  fawn  Miaaoiut,  OIOi 
Bathb,  Isaac  CL,  BeproaentatiTa  from  Mawaehnaatta.  OH 
Aotfw*  at  JTms  (MMna— Am  Adtm,  TtL  4.  JXat  al  A. 

Zmfa.— «M  Jndm,  toL  6. 
Batlt,  Movwmt,  gamaant  at  Ajoa  of  the  Bawla^  674 
BMMMonika^  OMMa  y.-AM  Maw,  TOk.  6^  8k  4 1;  & 
Bwm,  PaxLSiiox,  BepreaentatlTa  fhnn  OU^  OA.  Aa 

Mm,  T^  6, 7,  & 
BiLDD^  6*oa«a  O.,  SepreaantoUTe  ftocn  Haw  Tork,  6H 
BxLL,  JoHT,  BepreeentatlTe  ffom  TaanoMe,  CIOi 
Bnu,  SAinm.,  Senator  fhmi  New  HampeUra,  406;  tm  tha 
powara  of  the  Tiee  Piaaldat,  811.  OBawrlTtagBara- 
taUoaaiy  offleers,  641 ;  mi  a  Wcatna  arany,  688;  ca 
mPltla  eoarta  martial,  608;  on  latraixtonaat,  716,  Aw 
JiMlaa^  T<di.  7,  & 
BmraoM,  Tbomab  H. — On  the  rood  In  Arkaaaaa  Twrttory, 
STS,  JTManO;  on  the  aale  ttf  reaerred  iMd  ndnw.  866; 
on  the  road  In  iH^g™,  SS8 ;  on  the  laUcf  of  aallBes 
atAl«ZMBdrla,9S7;  repertBratailTe  to  tbeCraekladkiK 
844;  Senator  fhim  HiaBOBTl,467;  en  tndesnnUtaaiiaa te 
iDtaliMah474;  «■  tba  pawm  of  tha  Tlaa-PioMa^ 
166;  an  tba  paWa  debt,  Oi»;  oB  tha  aOea  atWIof 
OaBW^UI:  nlatlTa  to  the  bwraoks  at  New  Oriaaa^ 
Ml;  tnagraBtof  kndtoKeayoaOdle«a,eBi;  aa  tha 
gradaatlon  of  the  price  <d  pabUe  laado,  SIB ;  oa  regain 
of  tbe  Cnmberiaad  read,  CB9;  on  tba  dn^  on  malaaMi, 
089-009;  oBthe  doty  on  TernilceUi,680;  oa  tbedatyN 
lead.  COO;  on  the  dn^  on  ladlpi,  088-006-068;  ea  Ae 
doty  on  raw  wool,  COS;  on  tbe  daty  oa  woeOan  blarittt^ 
601;  aBtbadB^oaallk^m.  AMiiatfia^T«la.i;& 
BsBKiKir,  Jomt  IL— Ob  tha  meawga  rdattratothaaiak 
lBdlaiM,a00;  OBtheC<daBliathinBoc(aty,a07;  aapay* 
meat  of  deported  alaTaB,80O;  on  the  <Hite  tni^Oera^ 
848 ;  Senator  from  QaoigU,  467 ;  oai  oi^tBrad  AMena, 
477;  00  tbapewara  of  tba  Tlaa-ProoUeat, HI;  «a  the 
biU  for  the  reUef  of  Hra.  Brown, 000;  avthaaarriraa 
artheBeTdntton,B81  AMiiida^nL& 
.AlBi^jroMV.  AmMm^t^I. 
Bull,  JooBv  BapnaaBtattra  fMn  Ti—iii,610;aB  tha 
^qMlBtnantorcaMfiM^cn;  aatha  Twabaga  wlalww 
40&  AmA(I«^t^I,& 
Blakx,  Tbokab  h!.  BaiiiaaaBlrtlw  ftom  ladliBi^  MOj  m 
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»tt  UghU,  M  StgntOa  to  tt«  AMmy.-&«  tdL  & 

BovuexT,  DoMonquH,  8«)B*tor  from  Loolilau,  4*T. 
^MNfrJlM-XbMfW  FMMfa-^  iHdtm,  TOLfi,  MIml 
BuBLlT,  TitLUM  a, on  ftiM  tMgTOM  la  tlwDlitifator 
ColvmUa,  SU;  on  •  Nnral  Ktu^mj,        .Sm  /Mm^ 

BSAKOK,  JoBN,  B«tifttor  from  North  Oan>Uiu,«T;  on  the 
Mlarj  of  the  Poatmuter-Oeneral.  SSt,  285 ;  on  the  datj 
OD  nit,  SW-298 ;  on  the  French  eoIoDlat  tmde,  ML  B»4 
Mem,  roU  7, 8. 

Jlr«aeft  ^  PrMl4ff*.--tSu  IndM,  Tola,  t,  4. 

Bmnra,  Viuxak  L,  on  Am  negnM  ta  DUriet  of 
OoIiimb[A,864,SS<;  im  uffants  bf  fin  In  Alemidrto, 
880 ;  on  the  Taenbaya  miailon,  ttB-4U ;  Bepr«mtBUT« 
from  Loalsluft,  61<k 

Srtott  Bant.— In  the  Senate,  ■  bill  to  abolish  eoutdered, 
nt;  reasona  for  the  measnre  dealred,  MX;  efftetailM; 
laid  on  the  table,  <M;  to  abolish  the  otBm  of  U^or- 
Oenenl  alio  eonddered  utd  bat,  W& 

Alftwy.— Am  Indau,  toL  I. 

SHtUk  Oolotttal  Trad^—ln  th«  Honae^  aa  anmdmaiit  to 
the  bill  ooDridered,  491 ;  object  to  coofliM  tb«  Opmtlon 
of  the  blU  to  navIgaUoa  hj  aea,  without  tnterftrlng  with 
the  narlgatioB  on  the  Ukea,  451  \  whenerer  the  BriUah 
Iiil*rdlcted  a  trade  In  onr  reaaeU,  we  ihonld  InterdM  the 
oomaponding  trade  In  their  Teasela,  4(11 ;  not  a  aali  p^- 
kj  to  lorlte  Great  Britain  to  new  reatrieUona,  401 ;  we 
phwa  oar  Weat  India  Intneata  on  pnelBelj'  tho  aau« 
fBoUnc  ther  vera  on  tinder  tha  aet  <^  18Slh  401;  ahan 
we  adhere  to  the  poller  of  isn^  or  brinf  a  Mw  point 
Into  the  eontrorerajr  1 438;  Canadian  exportl^488. 

Bnbttanoe  of  the  bill,  4H;  reaolt  of  Ita  paaaage,  4K; 
the  80th  September  the  beat  period  for  the  prohibition  of 
the  bill  to  take  eff^  496;  ttie  meaanrecannbt  be  Jnatlj 
tUmOn  to  Great  Britain,  4BT;  dlflereooa  between  the 
bin  of  the  Senate  and  that  reported  bj  the  Committea 
of  Con]DMVM,4n;  not  matarial  wUdk  of  the  two  pio- 
poaltlona  the  Henae  abonid  aocept,  458;  better  to  hare 
M  bill  at  all  than  take  that  <rf  the  Senate,  490;  InconaU- 
taner  Into  wbleb  the  Hooce  wonid  be  betnjrad  by 
adoptlnc  the  amendment,  4M ;  amendment  agreed  to^ 
4G8L 

Bliagreement  of  tbe  Senate  anaonneed,  461 ;  motion 
that  the  Hooae  Inalat,  481;  tba  bill  had  better  lUI  alto- 
fether  than  paa  withoattln  amondmeati  481 ;  material 
dUbrenea  between  tba  two  propodtlona,  481 ;  action  of 
Ooonnlttaa  ot  Commerce  deAmded,  481 ;  arronaona  I 
Impreailon  aa  to  the  aappoaed  laaffldener  of  the  UU; 
4B2  ;  our  refbaal  to  meet  the  teglalatlTe  lender  of  Great 
Britain,  488;  lagarded  aa  a  dlsreapeetAil  tampering  with 
their  dlgnitj  bjr  Oraat  Britain,  488;  adhaianee  eatried, 
4Hk 

JHKafc  mMtr,  eoiUmet  ttfT-an  M4m,  -nL  4 

JMM  MH^HM-nfiM  Mai^  ToL  4. 

JHHalb  r«i<  JWIa  TViuiai-^  Adaa^  Tol  8L 

Bmwv,  llAmm-GtnnAi  Jaoon.— b  tba  Senate,  bla  d«- 

eiaie annonneed,  W6;  abadpreeedenttofolntomoum- 
log  Ibr  other  than  a  member,  928. 

BlU  for  relirf  of  the  widow  oonaldered,  fiS8 ;  altnaUon 
oftheaflUraof  the  deeeaaed,604;  entitled  to  a  fbll  pen- 
floA,  994 ;  pablio  opinion  In  adraoea  of  the  L^tlatore, 
894 :  the  deUeacjr  of  tbe  eaae,  SB4 ;  when  people  talk  ot 
aconomy  thejron|^ttopi»etltaltbaf«,099;  fk^therda- 
bBta,6aB;  UUordaradtoUancnMaed,866w 
Bt>w»,TmF^  BepraaeatatlTe  from  g.  E,8<ff.  AmA^m^ 

ToLa. 

BtJiX,  Joan  EepreaenUtlre  from  K.  C,  810;  on  the 
BiltUtColoaUTnda,468L  St  l»dtm,vaL%. 


BvoUAMAM,  Jakm,  Oh  South  Amarieaa  relatlona,  90,  88 ;  m 
the  Panama  Ulaalon,  187;  on  the  relief  tit  revolDtlonair 
offleen^  >99;  oo  tba  qipolotment  of  Chargea,  STS:  OB 
the  P<riarei^ltlon,414;  on  the  BrttWi  Colonial  Trad^ 
48S;  ondotfea  «n  wool  and  woolleni,m;  Bepreaant*- 
UraftomPmL,  80t;  on  the  repair  «f  tha  Caaberiand 
road,868;  «ni!atrenobmant,8tl.  Am  iiMCaK^  Tola.  T,  & 

B(rox,DAinBLA.,SepreaantatiTefromVt,a08.  S4«Indtat, 
yola.  7,  a 

BiroEiiH,  KionAiD  A.,  on  tba  Panamn  HlMlon,  119;  Bepra* 
aentatire  from  Kentnekj,  810;  an  ratiaaebmant,  887. 
^iiidei^ToIa.7,6. 

BinnnHiOQiKim,  BepraaantatlTa  ftom  Haw  Tofk,  80f; 
on  the  «aao  of  tbr^ny  D*AnteriTa,84a: 

BuMM,  THnuH,  BepwaentaUva  ftmn  Bboda  Ia)and,888; 
on  the asrrMngofltoan  of  tba  nnlntion,S87;  onan^ 
toera  brflra  la  Alexandria,  S84;  on  tba  TIaoabqra  mto> 
Bion,  488;  on  militia  aowta  ntartlal,  868.  Am  AAny 
ToLSL 

BM-ninu  o/th»  IMtaty  qC  Om^raaa— ,8a*  Indm,  toL  & 
Bvnuit,  BuiDU^  EepnaeutatiTa  from  Habu,  808. 

O 

Ortmefta  KamttaUoi^  Oompam^^la  tba  Hooa^  a  bUl  rd- 

atlve  to,  oonaldered,  478;  ordered  to  be  eagroaaed,  478. 
CAUOtra,  Josx  O,  prealdea  In  tbe  Senate,  MO;  letter  to 

Senate  relative  toon  laTaatigatloBof  Uaoondiict  aa  Bee- 

relair  at  Var,  nS;  memorial  of,  to  lha  Hooa^  861; 

^wUaa  In  tba  Santa,  487 ;  report  on  the  memorial  of; 

416;  piv»  aoeompanjrlng  tba  i^oi^  418L  Am  Imdtm, 

Tola.  4,^6,7,  a 
CAMaaune,  C  O,  on  the  Panama  mlaafoa,  914 ;  on  duUea 

«a  wool,  8S1 ;  on  anffarara  bf  lira  Id  Alexandria,  888 ;  - 

on  datlee  on  wool  and  woollena,  898;  Bapreaentatlra 

fnnn  New  Tork,  808.  St*  /wfee,  voL  & 
CbfkMUoN  BtfktgtM^SM  Indtm^  toU.  %  0. 
Oamal  orMMd  Jfuaole  aAoafa.— In  the  Uonae,  a  resolatlon 

relatlTeto,oonald«rad,488;  Importanoaof  themeaanre, 

488. 

CbMtf  la  iWiMiK— b  tbe  Haaa^  a  UU  lelattra  to,  eon* 
aldered,  460;  moved  to  recommit  and  Inqnlra  Into  the 
expedient  of  tbe  United  Statea  anbaoriblng  for  tb« 
atoBk,  480;  reaama,  480;  mottoa  loat,  460;  bUI  paved, 

4eL 

(topAtred  w^HooM— In  Ote  Senate,  bUl  oomUered,  4T7. 

Caraeeau,  £*H^      Aw  Adaav  toL  4 

CAnaoa,  8A»nL  P.,  on  tba  Panama  nlaaioa,  109;  on  wet- 

ftranbiflra  in  Alexandria,  888;  on  tba  Taeabajamb* 

aiea, 488-484;  BapraaantatlTo fhnn  North  GanUna,  810; 

on  ratianduMOt,  808.  Am  Adaa^  vol  8. 
CAnrnn,  Jobk,  BepreoantaUTe  from  Soatb  Carolina,  810; 

on  tbe  Panama  mlaaion,  187.  Sm  Indm,  toL  8. 
OoMciu.  Oangr—to^-SM  Mm,  toL  ^  and  Mndm,  yA.  T. 

Ammdmei^ttoOttCoMMMm, 
CHAnnma. Kibxiil. Baaatot  9nm  lUxjtmA, 4X1.  Suh^ 

da^ToLS. 

Cumm,  HBim,  Sanalor  Ihim  ilabama,  W ;  on  Oa 

Oeloniatlon  Soela^,  SOT-tOS;  on  tba  OoloDltatlMi  So- 
CM7,  SIS;  on  tbe  payment  <rf  Intareat  to  Statea,  910. 
Am /iMtMb  ToL  a. 
CxANDun,  JonK,  on  the  aale  of  reaerred  lead  mlnea,  SSI ; 
en  the  road  In  Ifldilgaa,  888-868;  on  the  relief  of  ant 
fbrera  at  Aleiaadria,  888;  on  repealing  the  dnty  on  aalt^ 
S86;  Ml  Oe  gradial  impOToment  of  tba  aaTj,  888;  on 
tbe  Oblo  tnrapiko  road, 848;  BanatartMn Maine, 487; 
on  tba  anrrlTlnff  oflkm  of  tba  Barolotiaa,  488;  en  tha 
oOtoa  of  H^fot^^anenl,  BtT;  on  the  elalma  of  Bonth 
Carolina,  089;  on  thebtU  fbr  tbe  tdlef  of  Hia.  Brown, 
694;  on  the  aarrlTors  of  tha  BeTolatlon,  968:  on  tbe 
•BrriTOta«ftbaBaTol«tlOB,661  AM/iMle%ToL  Si 
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nudntloB  nUUn  to,  etnridond,  ttl ;  ot^wt  of  tite 
iMOhiUoa,  871 ;  iua*l  pnctlo«  of  tti»OoTwiim«t,8n; 
dtploinatlo  appointments  ua  not  regnUted  bj  statute, 
879;  the  charge  tnada,8TS;  orlglnof  a  minister  In  the 
law  of  nations,  879 ;  raoognlzed  bj  tbe  ConsUtation, 
873 ;  whensTer  there  is  a  suggostiDii  of  an  abase  of 
power  hj  the  ExeeotlTe,  It  is  a  du^  to  snetaia  Inqolrj, 
878. 

CkaritabU  OiffteU-SM  Znd^  toL  L 
Omum,  Dvsaxtf  8«aator  ftom  Tennon^  4Sl,  Su  Indna, 
ToLSi. 

Ousi,  Sunm,  Beprasenlati'n  ftvm  Hew  Toik,  60t. 
Ommk,  JniMx,  C0«ka  eondiut  amd  trbU  qf,—S»»  Jmd», 

Okt$i^>taka  IHgaU,  Attack  on.— Indt^  toL  8. 

Ch4»ap4aiu  and  Ohio  Oattak—la  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  an- 
tboili«nbHtlpttontothsstoeko(eoniidered,604;  not 
»  weetoni  maanm,  6M ;  enianBt«d  flmn  the  Legtalatora 
of  Tbglida,  «H;  the  ConsUtnUoa  dead  and  sone,  OU; 
Uiis  UUnpertneiah^  «oaeBm,aM;  deddsd  In  tlw  af- 
flnnaUv^flOO.  j8m /ndee,  toL  8. 

OMtaeeXoMds,  AMrvaoAmenfeon.— In  the  Hoiue,areso- 
Intton  relaUre  to,  eon^dered,  847 ;  amendment  moved, 
S47 ;  the  Qorerament  ehoold  Interfere,  to  proteet  the 
Indians  from  lluther  enoroaohment,  84T;  theee  things 
1mt«  bad  their  InHnenee  on  the  Indians,  847 ;  ot^feot  of 
the  ■BMBdment,  818;  tMolntlea  adopted,  8Ul 

tSMtewMfaMf  DebaU  ndnttn  to  femoral  tS,  888. 

OLAiKHn,  NAnuKBL  SL,  Bs^eeentatlTO  ftom  Tli|jnk, 
««L  As/iwi«\ToLa 

Clw,  Suat,  BepreeentattTe  from  Eentookf,  810;  on  re- 
trenchment, on.  i8M  IndM,  tdL  s. 

Olux,  Josx  C,  BepresentaUre  fjrom  New  Tork,  809 ;  on  the 
case  of  HariRnr  D'Anterive,  SSI ;  on  retranohment,  «9S. 

CiauK,  Matthsw  Be  OLUn,  Cleric  of  the  Hotue,  84S; 
efaoean  Clerk  of  the  Hona^fia  Am  JmlMDh  toIs.  7,  & 

thaat  AtTMir.— In  the  Hou^  a  roMhition  rolattn  to  making 
^oTldon  Ibr,  oMuidefed,  810;  oltfeet  of  Um  reeidnttoi, 
610;  a  Ihrorito  measoro  «f  Hr.  Jelliinon'i,  810;  oom- 
meneemento(8U;ioMhitlo&  agreed,  OU.  SflniM, 
ToL  8. 

Oonn,  Taoiua  W.,  Senator  ftom  Georgia,  487;  on  Internal 
lmprorement,H7;  ontbeparmeatoflnteieittoStates, 
871;  on  the  dntj  on  aal^  078;  on  the  anrrlron  of  the 
nvolntl<m,  064;  on  the  ICIhdI  eaaal,W7.  Be*  i«i4<R>, 

TOl.^7. 

Oooxn,  Jonc,  on  rellof  to  tiieFlotlda  Indlan^U?;  mi  tbo 
Hew  Creek  Treaty,  SOO;  on  the  Qtt^w  Indhuts,  84«; 
on  a  Wostem  Armory,  851;  on  the  memurial  of  Gal- 
honn,  868 ;  OB  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  870 ; 
on  preserration  of  live  oak  timber,  877. 

Ood  iUkerfsa.— <S*«  InAn,  toIs.  1,  a,  and  J>vU4»  <t»  Im- 
porU,ytA.6, 

CMm  om2  Jdnt-^  AdsNv  Tola.  I,  T. 

CWIeeNon  DUtricti,  Wmtm.SH  Indma^  toL  8. 

CbbmimtUtm  jSooMy.— In  the  Senate  •  meoMtrial  ol^  pre. 
aentcd,  808 ;  reference  to  a  special  committee  moved, 
808 ;  protest  against  the  right  of  the  Federal  govemmnnt 
to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  oolonlee  abroad,  or  of  transporting  any 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  ooast  of  Africa,  808; 
pnq^ofitlons  of  the  Soelety,  80S;  agents  of  the  Sode^  oa 
the  eoost  are  engaged  in  warilko  enterprises,  804;  ae- 
oonnt  Dr.  Ashman,  80^  805;  other  expeditions,  805; 
other  points,  80<;  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy, 
807;  is  it  proper  for  the  Senate  to  refer  to  a  committee  or 
even  retain,  for  a  moment,  snob  a  petition  T  807;  no  sig- 
m^nres  attached,  807;  the  petition  of  a  body  of  persons 
who  have  legaQy  no  real  exlatenae,  807 ;  no  rule  of  the  Sen< 
ate  on^t  to  endude  any  oltiMA  or  body  of  citizens  from 


I      ^eaentii«  their  wisbsa  to  the  Senate,  808;  tt  ta  btifat* 
I      the  Sonato  without  any  soUd  fcnn,  808;  p^aa  wttfr 
drawn,  806. 

Memorial  signed  by  the  Preddent  of  the  Society,  8U; 
the  Society  indulges  In  no  Tiews  hoetile  to  the  tonnra 
which  citizens  of  the  Soothem  States  hold  their  jfiaptf 
ty,  819;  this  Is  denounced  as  a  visionary  and  cblnierkd 
prtjeet,  818;  the  conduct  of  tbo  i^nt  arraigned,  SI8; 
destmctloii  of  the  Spanish  Ikctory,  818 ;  deatraction  <rf 
the  French  bctory,  818;  destmctlon  of  Trad*  Town,SU; 
how  does  tUa  aAot  the  qneatloa  betfaro  the  S*naie,S]4; 
the conetltflttonal oUJeoUona, 815 ;  aaldtobetoo  laU  In 
the  seaelon  to  matnreanymeasnraoat  this  memorial, 
815;  Is  the  Senate  prepared  to  unite  with  the  SenaUr 
In  denonndngasystont  thnsreomnmended?  816. 

Eosolutlonof  the  8odety,8I7;  object  oftheBodc^to 
Indnoe  Gougrea*  to  eetabliah  a  eohmy  on  the  coast  of  Aftt- 
ea,  or  to  approprlato  money  Sir  that  oldeet,  817;  011*01 
from  tbo  memorial,  818;  Ifr.  Je&non^  nam*  haabesa 
quoted,  as  if  he  bad  aaneUoned  this  Bode^,  SIS;  loifc 
at  the  otjeot  ei^reedy  avowed  In  this  pedtloB,  SIS;  If 
this  policy  is  ever  edited  by  tUe  Government,  they 
*  wUl  go  directly  Into  the  market  as  the  parchasen  (tf  oor 
slaves  for  the  purpose  of  emandpstlon,  819 ;  the  dangv 
ooa  tendency  of  the  measure,  819 ;  the  means  by  wbkh 
this  object  is  to  be  attained,  SSO;  what  are  we  to  say  U 
this  u  a  remedy  for  suoh  an  evil?  890;  reaolto  of  tahlaa, 
831;  pellUonUdonUMtoUe,88t 

In  the  Hovie, »  molntlon  reladTe  lo^  eooaldmd,  tfT; 
thaae  resdlntlans  private  p^en^  487;  roftmd, 488;  re- 
spect due  a  sovereign  Stato  demands  its  t«solntIon  shaold 
be  heard,  488 ;  further  debate,  483 ;  Airther  debate,  4M. 

OohmMa  Eh«r,  oecujtatton  ^.—St«  Ittdtaa^  vols.  7,  8. 

OotMMret  qftha  UMt«d  StaiM.—S«»  /ndes,  vols.  1, 8. 

ComptTuation  of  PrttUhiU  and  Vie*  Pre*idtnt.—S»4  Im- 
dta.  Tola.  1,  9. 

Ompwtatim  of  Jfeml>vt.—iSu  IttdM,  vol.  8.  ray  qT 
Jbmfter*. 

OoxsioT,  Lxwii,  Bepresentatire  from  H.  J.,  609l  £m  JS»> 

dM,  vols.  4,  ^  7,  & 

CoHMxn,  nsitKT  W..  Bepresentatlve  from  H.  C,  610. 

0mt^»t4d  lB«ction.—Set  IrulM,  vols.  1, 8,  0^  7. 

Contingent  Sa<p»nM».—Stt  Iixdeai,  vols.  %  8. 

OmtracU,  Oovtmmmt—SM  JndtB.  vol  8. 

C(mirov»raU»  bttutm  8tatM.—J3teIndtmt  ToL  B. 

Conwy  SyM«m.S$«  Jndtse,  yoL  4 

CoirwAT,  HunT  on  non-residents'  land  In  Aikam^ 
S54;  on  the  Qnapaw  Indians,  848;  on  encroachments  m 
Choctaw  lands,  818;  on  Indian  land  titles  In  Artaiwis, 
873;  on  Deaf  and  Dnmb  Avlams,  409~1M:  rdattve  to 
the  duties  of  Governor  of  Arkansas^  489.  See  Jmd^ 
vols,  7,  & 

OooE,  Daxdel  p.,  on  the  Soatb  American  reUttons,  80-78; 

on  ameadment  to  the  Constltntlon,  SI -87 ;  on  tbaXov 

Creek  Treaty,  S81 ;  ont]ieTarabv*i>iI**^M>  «atbo 

liberie  Agency,  44L  jS««  India,  vol.  & 
OrdtVA,  dravibact  on.~~Se4  Indim,  toL  7. 
CM*  </sutt  by  PattntMa,—SfIndta\  vot  7. 
CoiTLTU,  BiOHAut,  Bepresentatlve  from  Penn.,  508. 
Creek  Indian  2ltgo»ation.—S«4  Indtm,  voL  8. 
Cbhobton,  WiLLLUi  J.,  BepreeentotlTe  from  Ohio,  6UL 
OritnMaifainttmVniUdaiatM^-St»MdmB,ral.8, 

naUmeti^tUVMaadSlatM. 
CBOwnmHixLis  D.       Bepreaeut>tlT«  finm  Hsm,  MO; 

reports  on  Invitatiras  to  Panama,  48.  As  Htdetf,  Toln. 

7,8. 

CaocxKTT,  Datis,  B^reaentaUve  from  TeiVL,  810. 
Cuba,  iU  tmportaiu*  lo  flto  VMad  iMsc-As  Atmms 
MiMion. 

Ouba,  nnii/ritnie  yWw*.— tSss  Indea,  toL  4. 
Ouba,  non-allew»Bw  to  *  Buropean  poww,  113. 
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Cnrvn,  Johh,  Bapr«MtiUtlTe  from  K. 0.,  610;  on  mlUtU 
conrtj  mutUl,  6N.  8*»  India,  rolt.  8,  i,  0  «,  7,  B. 

Omnlitrtand  SotuL—la  tlw  B«iut6,  t,  bill  for  the  preMrn- 
tloB  ud  repilr  o(  oonsldarad,  688;  bad  itate  of  rapAtr  of 
aoiMMcUons,C83;  Uitm  oousm  might  b«tak»,e88; 
tb*  BanaU  bas  no  power  to  oiigltiaU  ft  bill  for  Ijtylng 
|UH,S8B;  lata  period  at  vtaloli  Um  bin  has  Inm  Umb 
vpt  B8t;  li  tb«  S«Qat«  oompetent  to  ffame  an  aot  on  a 
Ull«ftUaUDd,&39;  aCoiuUtnttoDBl  point, 089;  qawtion 
■nbmltted  to  the  Senate,  BS»;  bUl  laid  on  the  taUo,  089. 
Be*  ApproprtaUotu,  toIb.  T,  B,  and  Jitdtttt  Tola. 


D 

DumL,  BnfiT,  EepnaeutaUve  from  Keotneky,  610;  on  lo- 

trench ment,  694 
DATKHForr,  JoBM,  fiepreaentatlTO  ftom  OUo^  610i 
Davxkpost,  TaoMu,  Sopvooantnttra  ftom  Tlrgbdat  <IOi 

Sm  Jndta,  vol  a. 
Sato,  Joh«,  BoprMontatlTa  tnaa  IfaaHohnaotti,  CIO;  on 

thfi  Mainarhwartta  Wllltia  flalmi.  ni ;  on  dnttM  «B  wool 

and  wooUena,  B06.  Se*  Indtae,  toL  a. 
Dato,  Wawuuc  B.,  BapnaaatatlTo  ftom  Sootb  ChraUna, 

no. 

J>i^  and  I>umi  Atj/lum  tn  Xenittciy.~la  the  Senate,  a 
bUI  to  proTldo  ftir  the  location  of  certain  grants  of  land 
eonaldered,  8T9 ;  object  of  the  bill,  8T9 ;  moved  to  atrike 
•at,  819 ;  aball  the  Senate,  becaosa  an  error  baa 
thtowB  tha  Inatltntlon  Into  their  powar,  take  back  their 
bonB^rST9;  Nil  ordered  to  third  loadte^  S79. 

In  the  Honse,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  Tork 
and  PemuflTanla  lutitationi  oonaldered,  401 ;  amend' 
ment  that  the  land  granted  ahoutd  be  aold,  401 ;  th*  alt- 
natlOB  of  these  instltationa  would  ludaee  them  to  a 
Bpeed7  aalo,  401;  If  withheld  from  market  It  will  Iqjare 
the  terrltorT',  401 ;  no  raaaon  why  tbeaa  itatea  shoold 
bare  a  praferenco  In  tba  matter,  40S ;  on  what  antborit/ 
eaa  Congrcaa  maka  grants  of  III0IW7M  land? 40S;  do 
great  Iqjuatlee  to  Florida,  409;  tba  lands  should  not  be 
aoldwltiiln  flre  yean,  406;  amendment  to  extend  the 
Ull  to  other  sUtes,  408;  objecUons,  408;  preoedent,  404; 
Connecticat  and  Kentackrhare  reeeired  grants,  404;  no 
grant  called  for  iMm  other  atates,  404;  appeal  made  In 
behalf  of  the  poor,  400;  plan  of  the  instltnttoni,  400; 
will  the  Honse  do  »aj  thing  fbr  the  deaf  and  dumb,  400; 
on  what  prlndplo  ar»  tbeaa  granu  wrongr  400;  privata 
naans  hara  proT«dlaBnfltaiaDt,400;  motion  toMoommlt 
the  bUl  mrried,  406;  farther  amendment,  406.  844  Jh- 
dim.  Tola.  1^  8. 

ZMotos,  rtporOitff^.S**  Pndta,  toL  S. 

D^baU*,  RtgUter  t^,  roaolatlon  to  subaoribe  to,  earrled,  464. 

JheaHr,  Mra^  Uto  oom  In  the  Hoom,  a  bill  to  oompen- 
aate  eousiderad,  1S8;  proTlslona  of  the  bUl,  S88;  com- 
pensation to  the  offleors  and  mm  of  th*  schooner  In- 
trepid, 988;  bondrad  thousand  dollars  moTsd,  888;  the 
frigate  PbiladelpUa  could  bare  been  ramorad  after  her 
raeaptara,  had  not  tbe  peremptory  otdoia  of  Commodore 
Proble  prevented  the  attempt,  SS8;  as  a  prise  they 
woold  have  been  entitled  to  nearij  throe  hondred  thon- 
sand  dollars,  289;  precedents  for  the  bill,S89;  effect  of 
this  captore  on  the  Barbarj  powers,  340;  dellnltlou  of 
the  word  glorj,  S4D;  tbeaa  captors  are  entitled  to  ramn- 
neratlon  rrom  the  axtraordi  nary  gallantry  of  their  aohlere- 
ment,S41;  what  eflM  is  tha  pasaaga  ar  rq}e«Uon  of  this 
Mil  calculated  to  h«T«  on  tba  highest  Intereats  of  tbe 
navy.  Ml;  blank  flllad  with  one  bnndred  thousand,  Sti; 
debate  on  tho  principle  of  tbe  bill,  849;  no  legal  claim 
Tested  for  priie  money  becansa  tbe  {wlaa  law  requires 
that  the  vessel  should  be  oondemnad  ss  a  lawAU  prlia, 


84S ;  tbe  claim  ahonld  haTo  baan  presented  long  ago^  94L 
844  PhUadapMa  FrtvaU. 
Di  OrarT,  JoBM  J.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Tork,  tOOi 
ZMawore  OMd  Ch4»a^>4ak4  Camal.~-ik4  IiuUk,  toL  flL 
D^UoaUlfrom  T4rrUari44.—Se»  Indam,  toL  1. 
ilamir  AiMlofM,  eoaaq^,— iSm  iMan,  toI  & 
i>4rb)sHMiiMiwii»>  aifoUut  Ortet  A-Aote  undsr  Mm 

AdaiHtf--844  l»d4m^  toL  S. 
D444rt4r4,  boumit/  to.—8e4lndtm,  yoL  S. 
DtfirHon,  prtt»iMan  qf.—la  the  Senate  a  bill  relatlM  to^ 

considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  040, 04& 
DvHA,  BoBKn,  Bepresentative  ftam  Tennessee,  OlOi 
DionnsoH,  Muu>h,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  46T ;  on  tba 
decease  of  Joa^  UallTalna,  866;  on  tha  diatribntlon  of 
raranna,  SS8;  nn  tha  powats  of  tba  Vice  Prcaldant,  005; 
an  tba  gradnatlan  of  tba  iwloa  of  public  landa,S8I;  on 
tbe  duty  on  molasses,  089;  on  tba  daty  on  TermleelU, 
090;  on  the  duty  on  ftirs,O08;  on  the  duty  on  Indigo, 
e00,e«7,C«8;onthadntj'onaUka,e03.  S44 lMl4ta,ya\t, 
0,6,7,81 

DtoKinoir,  Jorr  D.,  BepreaentatlTe  ftom  Hew  Tork,  609. 

Diplomatio  ^ddreasss.— In  the  Honso  a  resolnUon  eaUing 
fbr,  Ao.,  coneidored,  89 ;  aneb  addresses  onusnai,  80 ;  m 
full  Tlaw  of  onr  ralatloDS  with  Spain  dealraUa,  89 ;  oooa- 
slona  wben  Ministers  present  addraaasa,  80;  no  bsnrinf 
In  tbe  p^>eni  asked  fbr,  npon  any  snb|)ect  lUtaly  toeomn 
before  the  House,  89. 

IMpioiKatfe  /lUsreowrse.— iSm  Indete,  toL  8. 

I>Ulbwt4mmt4  qf  IA4  fitOUa  Jfofwy.— &«  Indtn,  toL  T. 

Pitmai  Suamp  Canai.—Ia  the  Houm  an  engrossed  bill  to 
anthorixe  snbeoriptioos  to  the  stock  u(  1 9 ;  yeas  a;id  naya 
called,  19;  ordered,  19;  call  of  tbe  Honse  moved  and 
ne^rtlTad,  19;  bUI  pasaad,  19:  &«Ad«(s,Tid.  S. 

JDMrOtOlM  tflk»  BiU  to  provide  foE,aouM- 

ered,  m. 

J>Ulrtet<^OolMmiiiK~844lndn,r<A».%S,\1. 
DicoroM  4«>  Vi4  DUtrtd  <tf  Colombia.— Sm  Indtn^  rds. 
8,4,7. 

jDomesMo  Jfonitfbofiirea— jSm  IndtK,  tcA.  Ol 

I><aaxT,  CuMnxT,  Bepresentative  tnm  Uaryland,  609;  on 
free  negroea  In  tba  Dtatriot  of  Colombia,  800, 808;  on 
alaTaiT  In  tba  Dlatrlet  of  Oolnmbla,4U;  mi  ntnnak- 
mant,  TOO.  844  Indtm,  toL  &. 

Dra*ebat]b4.—8»4  Index,  toL  1.  JHMm  om  /mporte 

Dbattox,  "Vihuut,  BepresentstlTS  from  South  Carolina, 
610;  on  Soath  American  relations,  60;  on  tha  relief  of 
BcTolntlonary  oOoers,  S88 ;  on  anfferera  by  lire  In  Alex- 
andria, 808 ;  on  report  relatlTa  to  tbe  United  Stataa  and 
GaoTgla,  M\  on  the  bank  of  tba  United  StatM,  fU; 
OB  tha  aaaa  of  Uarigny  D'Anterira,  M6;  on  ntiandi- 
maat,T6t.  £m  Adaav toL  8. 

I>u4iUnc.—S44  Ind^a,  vol  6. 

DmroAir,  Joaxra,  BepreaentatlTa  from  DUnola,  <16l 

i>w«M  Di4orimiHaitmff.~aa4  Jnd«D,  vol  8. 

i>HM««of»Anports,  IntbeScnaUablll  tor^eal 

a  part  of  tbe  dnty  on  salt  eonaldered,  889 ;  it  will  destroy 
tbe  bounty  now  given  to  flsbennen,  889;  note,  889;  Im- 
portant to  retain  tba  bonty,  180;  rqiealaikad  laotdar 
to  remove  tha  fraoda  said  to  hare  baan  committed  oa 
tha  dn^  oa  salt,  S80;  mannflwtaia  In  Tilsissnhaentts. 
900;  It  haa  baanaald  wa  aoald  Tary  wall  dlspenaawltb 
tba  duty  OB  salt,  SOI ;  not  a  time  to  reduce  tiia  Inaoma, 
901 ;  bill  not  Intonded  to  injure  tha  ashe^fe^  891 ;  It  wlU 
aid  the  Ibherman  In  common  with  all  the  consnmers  of 
salt,  801 ;  time  when  the  tax  was  imposed,  301 ;  has  been 
deemed  a  mere  war  tax,  899 ;  it  began  in  £n|^and  la  the 
aame  way,  898;  Its  mannftatnia  in  thla  oonatry,  S9S; 
duty  Imposed  by  Haw  Tnk  on  bar  aalt  mannbetarss, 
908;  this  print  no  bearing  en  the  qoeatloB,  8M;  reason 
ia  tbe  du^  la  Now  Tork,  994;  the  agrioultorista  do  not 
lananllywant  aaslatnaos^  800;  hUl  ordarod  fb  bo  aa> 
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gHWwd,  S9S;  ecndltlaii  of  tht  Snaiw*^  IM;  ought  uj 
tt  tm  icwarow  to  bo  out  off  ndtr  tbotr  prMoat  «ob- 
dttlMk,  tM;  Mlnt4i7  oeeniroBM  fiir  th*  ftnasoM  of  ih« 
woatrr  to  8«t  oocMloullr  >B*o  AOealtr,  MS;  tb*  datr 
«M  bnpoMd  wdw  dKOUtMeM  that  did  not  iftnd  » 
nneUon  fbrltf  oontlniuuioe  until  ttitt  pariod,  IM;  the 
fliheriM  ond  mtaahatann,  W ;  tha  state  of  tko  oonntij 
MqolTM  rather  an  looreaaa  than  a  deereaao  of  rerenne^ 
07 ;  not  eqnitablo  to  remoTs  the  protection  nuir  glren 
vttbont  fuiDO  prevloiia  sotico,  t9T ;  tbe  preaent  defldon- 
^,«6;  ttwM  BOTBT  IntoBded  tlito  texAonU  icnuls 
aflw  th«  oMMkn  MMod,  «S;  thb  Un  ft  eUm 
toudedmJwtlM  and  tboeqiul  rl^taof  the  dtiaeu, 
m;  Um  tnarai7  mt  orarflewing  at  the  openlBg  of  the 
MMfoo,  CM ;  Impropriate  thoiuands  fbr  fofoign  objecta, 
but  It  Is  dlfflonlt  to  obtain  aaalBtanee  for  the  laboring 
eommnnltj  at  home,  898 ;  bill  pasaed,  999. 

A  bill  to  reduce  the  dntj  on  salt  oonMderMl,  6TS ;  In- 
delinlte  poatpouement  tnoved,  BT8 ;  a  tax  on  a  neoeaaair 
ofUftla  In  utter  hoamitytotba  prindpleaof  oariWT- 
•nmiestibn;  abeaTjtaz  on  agifeiiltan,ffn;  tt  muf 
boaakodhow  mohatazeonldororhaTobeeD  laM, 
wh7ibooldBotthediit7lMi»dneed,6T4;  the  prlndple 
of  protection  haa  been  carried  too  Ihr,  6T4. 

JTobwaM.— UoTad  to  ctrlke  oat  ten  and  Insert  seren 
and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,  S89 ;  tb«  dntyan  odions  tax 
on  a  neoeaaaiy  artiele,  080 ;  lead  to  the  prodnctlon  of  the 
nticlaU  this  oonatir,  069;  an  tndliMt  eneonragnnent 
totbetemlng  lalnHt,06t;  ftdMQitolteTflat  IndU 
tnd^fiM;  aztndB  to tbo  WNt Ha ahare of  proteetloD, 
MO;  motion  loat,  CM ;  an  addlttonal  dntf  of  ilx  oenU  per 
(aOon  moTod,  6M ;  the  Drat  proposition  to  Impose  a  dntj 
on  molaaaea  was  eonatdored  a  dntj  on  sogar,  699 ;  both 
treated  aa  dntloa  en  sogar,  one  In  Its  frannlar^  and  the 
ottwr  In  Ita  Hold  state,  600;  New  England  mm  treated 
aa  the  antagoDlst  of  iretten  whisker,  MO ;  molasses 
naad  aa  sugar,  MO;  aflbot  os  the  monne,  600 ;  on  the 
•QDal diBtribBtloa of  taxes,  aOO;  ittaisldtha  iBsraaaed 
doty  OB  mnbilWi  waspnt  Into  the  Mil  far  the  pnrpoee  of 
polsonli^  It,  Wl ;  motion  lost,  Ml. 

fVvtfeelH.— MoTOd  to  Insert  "  on  TenntoelH  M  per 
MBt"  090;  large qnaoHtiesexportadfrom  HewJerser, 
0W;sator7,S90;  amendment r^ectad, WO. 

X)mA— Moved  to  lay  a  certain  datf,  800;  anarthdaof 
doneatto  piodnetioi,  BW;  mMoaaftir  giaatlBgthls  In- 
snased  dntjr,  HI;  mineral distrlet of  Mlasonrt  at pree- 
aot  laignlahlnc  Ml;  the  tttlff  otjeatbiiudds  ss  a-^s- 
tsmorbMiBtlsa,5tl;  In  tiIb  titat  tt  la  oidled  the  Ameri- 
ean  STstom,  892 ;  remarks  on  the  American  Bjratsm,  899 ; 
amendment  adopted,  893. 

Are.— HoTod  to  lar  a  iuty  of  98^  per  oent,  6N ;  ex- 
tent of  tbe  ti»ds,OBS;  amoadmsBtBoSmdtlW;  motlmi 
loat,BM. 

Adfffo^— Dtty  «f  9B  ptr  eaat  nwrod,  8N ;  flnt  pio- 
doeUon  ot  Indigo,  OM;  Its  Uatory,  898;  reasons  fkn* 
•noonraglng  the  borne  prodnotloB,  898 ;  nnanlmons  toU 
expeetad,  HH ;  wealth  has  fled  from  the  sonth  and  aet- 
Ued  north  of  the  Potomao,  SM;  effeet  of  federal  legtsla- 
tloB,(W4;  moTOd  to  dlTlde  the  question,  898 ;  tbe  ad- 
ditton  to  the  dntf  too  rapid,  098;  qnaUtlea  of  the 
article,  898 ;  oxtraordlnarx  that  this  proposition  should 
be  t^osed,  098;  the  amendmeat  In  strict  oonforra- 
t^  with  tbe  prlndplea  of  the  bill,  CM;  tbe  attwi- 
tloaof  tbe  «otuitrrlBwnrdlroetisdtothaaDldeet,89r; 
as  additional  tax  on  the  nuanftetaror  without  beseflt 
to  aaybodr,  C9T ;  c^iadtT-  of  the  aontbem  oonntiT  to  pro- 
duce all  required,  097 ;  obfect  of  the  moTor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 697 ;  Tariona  amendments  olhred,  697 ;  Uttle 
benefit  to  the  planter  bat  a  beaTj  tax  on  the  tnannlketa- 
ler,  098;  tha  American  ^stemdeponds  upon  the  British 
goTohtmcnt  tor  Ita  axlsteaei^MSi  amendment  ka>,  G9A 


Ctordoffs.— 'Hored  to  laj  an  addlttonal  iatf  sT  fin 
oant^SOS;  abmit^totbeftiilgaBaatrihetandarildiv 
SM;Btatamaatofafcwftet^m;  mrtkainloetod, WL 

Ante  VM.— A pragrsMlTa  dni^mo?*^  MV;  A  It 
go  OB  with  ttw  drtwto  at  pHseat,  UM;  Botiaa  ki^ 
899. 

VooOm  SlanixtM.—Uonil  to  ■trlfcer  eat  the  dnt^  s^ 
m :  an  artiele  of  neeeasltjr  required  bj  tTtrfboij,  CB ; 
the  maoulhctnre  Is  not  competent  to  enpply  the  eoa- 
aumption,  601 ;  maaotiMture  aot  laereased  slnee  UBt, 
Ml;  a  bMiefiBlal  eOset  produoed  ^  tha  Aa^,  Ml; 
•maadment  kat,  ML 

AGbt.— Uored  to  amend  the  da^  ob  allka,  001;  a4di 
flre  per  cent  to  tbe  duty  mi  sUfca  from  the  other  ride  <f 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  609;  otject  ^tpeara  to  be  to  in* 
ereaae  discrimination,  002 ;  oar  Interest  to  be  on  the  best 
terms  with  France,  DOS ;  benefit  of  an  Increeae  of  doi^, 
MS;  rejected.  MS. 

jnaMBoMoM  arUeh*.—1ioni  to  strike  oat  the  doty 
on iteel,  le«i,  leaden  shot,  Utbaife,  &&,  MS;  lost,  MS; 
dn^  on  oranges  and  leiBMiamimd,  MS;  lost,  MS;  iatj 
on  imported  spirits  moTcd  and  lost,  008 ;  bill  ordetad  to 
a  third  reading,  608;  passed,  008. 

Wtiut.— Bin  to  redooe  the  datj  on,  MS;  altsisihias 
produoed  \sy  the  bill,  OW ;  ita  eOM  oQ  tba  atwmxaa, 
406 ;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  604. 

In  the  House  a  bill  to  alter  tbe  acta  bnpoalBff  a  da^ 
on  Impmrts  considered,  8T9;  toetj  mimona  iBTwtodIa 
woollen  nHumfiMtan,  sn;  valaa  at  tha  agrieattani 
latereat,  819;  amoont  iBTolvad  la  tb«  qneatbrn  of 
tectli^  woollens,  S79 ;  interest  of  other  branches  of  agrt- 
eultare  besides  those  engaged  In  aheep  ralatag;  SSS; 
Ibrelga  exports  of  flour,  880 ;  the  features  of  Um  un, 
880 ;  flnt  mlnlmnm  placed  at  tiatj  eents,  SSO  ;  otbec 
lafntmnms,  831;  motton  that  the  committee  ilse^ttl; 
reaaooi  Ibf  tbe  motion,  881 ;  not  a  time  to  tamper  wtth 
vsrtariff  whoa  t^raraaaa  WIS  dedlalng;S8t;  boUsb 
carried,  SSI 

ThoproteirtlTabinaf  18H.8M;  tUsblU,lftt1ic«amea 
a  law,  will  eSlsetaallr  prohibit  the  Importation  of  aeartf 
all  tha  woollen  goods  In  eommm  use,  wboee  vahie  at 
the  place  of  exportation  shall  not  exceed  three  and  a 
half  dollars,  SH ;  It  embraces  peenllarir  artleles  wora 
by  tba  poor  and  middle  dassei  ttf  aodetj,  89t;  the 
^estloB  Is  wtastbor  oar  dedsloa  oa  the  pnqMsed  la- 
eresse  of  intj  <m  woolleas  on^t  aot  to  be  postpoaed, 
896 ;  have  we  aaj  tnformatloo  as  to  tta  oper«ti<m  on  tha 
rcTcnnef  805;  did  not  tbe  tariff  of  ISM  shako  tbe 
Union  to  Its  centre T  ftOS;  the  onlj  otject  of  tbe  US 
was  to  give  to  mannbcturers  of  woollens  the  proteetiaai 
that  was  intended  for  them  hj  the  act  of  IBM,  bat 
which  thejr  bad  fitiled  to  reeeire  by  Ite  eraslM^  180; 
the  moUoB  to  discharge  the  oommlttoa  was  anbinittod 
with  tba  rtqls  tIsw  to  asewtsia  iriMthar  tha  Xbosa 
were  prepared  to  disnua,  at  Ibis  scasion,  "tbeprindpks 
and  the  policy  of  the  tarU^"  896 ;  do  gendcmen  belie  re 
a  snbjoot  of  this  cliancter  will  be  permitted  to  pa« 
without  a  ftill  and  &«e  diacnaalon  t  S9C;  otjeet  of  tha 
memorialists,  897;  soma  better  nndemtondlng  eaa  be 
made  between  the  fHendaaad  opponents  of  tbe  bill,  897; 
reasons  against  dlochaiglng  tbe  ooromltteo,  897 ;  grouda 
upon  whidi  the  presaat  coaslderatloa  of  tbe  bill  is 
roeUted,  898;  object  of  tbe  eommitte*  ob  laaashilmsi 
to  appljr  a  nmaij  to  tha  ftaadaat  tks  easlon  haaii^ 
898;  It  is  due  to  the  memorlallsls  to  laqnlro  whsthor 
the  Btetementa  tbej  iuire  made  are  true,  898;  what 
Bobjeet  of  greater  moment  Is  on  the  table  T  899;  If  this 
debate  goes  on  one  weel^  speeolations  will  take  plaee  la 
woollen  goods  to  tbe  amonsttf  nllUonB  of  dollaia,8n; 
It  la  said  the  ooramlttes  wm  impoaed  upon,  899; 
gronnds  npon  wblob  the  bill  waafDUded,  899;  predpl- 
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■SBliMttb*  BManmazWiH  hm  Iww  attMipM  to  1m  | 
■howB,  400 ;  no  oM  tpaeeind  tlMt  thli  iBMMm  wooM  be 
Mitoulr  agltitod  U  ttiU  MMton,  400;  KnoBnt  flf  btulaMe 
Mkm  U*  HoM*  OMUd  oa,  400;  U>*  frieadi  of  Um  blU 
MBBBWrilj  pMttMttDsas  driMtA,  401 ;  Um  ))U1  pra- 
mhU  «w»  priMlplw  whfek,  If  adt^tod,  wtil  ooa^UMr 
•Iter  oor  tatenul  uid  oxtMwd  poU^,  4U ;  bill  pMHd, 
414.  £M/•Kf«^Yola.l,S,8.<^>.T.8. 

t>wtOBT,  HiNKT  B«pT«MBl*tlra  from  MhMi.,  600 ;  on 
th»  MHnebnMtU  mUltla  dklmft,  110;  on  th«  now Onok 
TrMtr,  SOa,  M6;  oa  dntlM  os  wool  and  woollen^  8»; 
«a  tb«  TMnboys  niiMlMi,4ait;  on  UMd«'i«teha,4U; 
•B«|MlirtlncorthoB4ttkarNnrOri«aBi,«8e;  nkttn 

E 

X*mi.x,  Joam,  Jr^  BoproMntitlvo  ftom  Kow  Tork,  tOt. 
Ka-XOH,  Jonx  IL,  Benator  from  Tenn.,  447;  on  tb«  IWand 

Sninb  Asjlnin  tn  Kentnekj',  ITS;  on  IndomnlfioMlon  to 

fnrolfiien,  Hi.  S—  Jndtu,  rota.  0,  T,  & 
Xbwum,  HmtAK,  addn«     to  ths  Hoow.  JS—  Stdm, 

XKMftoa  ^  iVMUMt-Af  JnAiiv  vol  1.      Jhita^  vol.  8, 

.SNfflMHIir     a  rwUMif  <tr roaUN^  to  a  ttatintk* 

Botmfivm  MaMadkima9.—att  Indm,  toL  T. 
Sub.  FomuTAB,  Senatw  from  Mia*.,  401.  Am  /iwte^ 

TOt  S. 

Jnn&otvo  — Aa/iwtac^vola.  8, 4, 0;  and  Jhdo^  vol.  1,  ffrao* 

Bmm^  Bdvau^  Ka^aamtattTs  ftom  Kaii.,  on 
WMndnont  to  tba  oonatltatlon,  B5;  oo  tb«  reltof  of  ro- 
TolatlonaiT  offloen,  tOS ;  on  tbe  appotnttnant  of  Chargea, 
8T1;  <n  tho  Polar  expedition,  414;  on  Uaade'a  claim, 
440;  on  a  palnUng  of  tbe  battlo  of  New  Oilaana,688; 
on  the  eaae  of  lUrignj'  D'Antorin,  60t;  oa  nticneb- 
nent,  TOO.  iSm  Ind^u,  toL  & 

Jtitekanfft  <^Stodt*—S»4  Indnt,  yoL  7. 
JMaa  «»  Zisitora.— )8m /iMlaai,  Tola.  I,  & 

JbwwWM  Pneam—AM  .fitdeas  vol  8. 
SrpolrfaHon.— Aa  Atfao^  rota,  fi,  fi,  A. 
AipaAHm  oirateW  i^orto  Sfeo.—SM  IndM,  yoL  T. 
Jl^>«iidl«iir«a,  ractocMon^— )$M/iKt«^  toL  7. 


F 

JWma  JkK^ift— Am  AdM^  Tola,  s,  8,  awnwrfuwft  to  Me 

wmmmhrn,  and  Adao^  volt.  4, 9. 
ftnwjtT,  Jamw,  BeptoientottT*  ftom  OUotlUi  A*  A> 

4«^ToL& 

Wkv^tht  tMM  SoiM-iSw  /iMfaK,  toL  t 

Jbrfda,  ((^Un  /iMfea^  toL  T.  OimhiI.— Am  /tidM), 

ToL  8.  tfovamotant  iSm  Jndeoi^  toL  &  J^^xiwM 
ZV«afy;  ooovpoMoK  qf,—Sa»  IfUet,  vol.  4.  iVroAo** 
^^-Sk  JndteB,  ToL  8.  ITraateriL— Am  /mIm,  ytH  8. 

Twm,  Jou,  BepraaantatlTa  fton  Ta,  no ;  on  the  Piaantt 
mMon,  S18 ;  on  free  negroea  In  tiu  DMriot  ofCMnnbla, 
KB;  on  the  memorial  of  Oalbowi,8M;  nakaa  nlnorl^ 
r9ortontbeTiea-PieaIdentra^»p«al,4SS;  om  rerooni 
of  tlie  tndlaBB,  tt4 ;  on  militia  eonrta  martial,  MS;  on 
ntnoelunont,  OSS.  Am  imfos,  rola.  0,  T. 

Tt«TD,  JoBV,  Bepreaentatire  from  Ooorgta,  610, 
Toor,  Smm,     Senator  from  Conn.,  46T;  ralatlTO  to  the 
powenof  the  Tlee-PnddentiSOS;  Ai  the  aarrlron  of 
thtnTdottoBtSeft.  I 


I  FoMvTwnaBo>,SepnmtatlT«ltOBeooigla,<IO;«itko 
I      Bank  of  the  United  Statai^  617  ;oaaweaat«rilu^ 
D'AotariTo.  MT. 
Ara^  JHitMai^  dfriMa  </  PrMUgs-St*  JnOm,  toL  a 
I'orttffn  A«taM9fML— iSm  /ndM,        4,  S. 
Araffiwra,  paNMMWjVwm.— Am  /mIm,  vol  6. 
Fonans,  Jom,  on  Bonth  American  relaUona,  40,  U,  75;  «a 
the  Panama  mWon,  M;  ao  tba  Panama  mMon,  171; 
«n  the  Creek  Treatr,S48,Sia,UB;  rekUvetotheBa^ 
nnbaitka,aU;  onGMrglB  mUitia  cIaiiiM,84S;  oafre* 
aagroea  In  the  Dktrict  of  ColnmMa,  «08;  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Chargea,  811 ;  on  granta  to  tho  Qnapaw  IndlaDa, 
406;  reUUre  to  the  Cblekaoair  aod  Choctaw  Indiana, 
408;  on  tba  relation*  «f  the  United  Btatea  and  Georgia, 
411, 4U ;  on  eommtndal  Intefeotma  with  Hwedtn,  488^ 
4U ;  on  tho  TMmbnra  miadon,  4SB,  480 :  on  dalm*  VBdar 
the  Florida  Tr«at7, 444, 418, 400;  on  Um  BrittakOdo* 
bU  TmAa^  461. 497.481;  on  the  Ittotto  Agnv,  441. 
AMAd«i^Tota.B,A,7.& 
FonwAnD,  CHAunonv,  RepreaantatlTa  from  Penn.,  60fc 
J^ramM,  ratoMtnu  Am  Indta,  Tola.  9, 6, 

fraiMmg  PrMUf^.—Sta  Indtm,  toI*.  1,  % 
I^e*  NaoJU  in  Ditirict     CWiwtWo,  blU  rdatlTO  to,  tO. 
JVwadon  i/eoMela)M<L— AMAdM,  toL  L 
JV«nM  OeloMal  TVwU— In  the  B«wte,  a  biU  relatire  to, 
oonalderod,  BOB;  explanation  of  Um  origin  aad  openUoQ 
of  tboblDibeS;  eanae     the  delq^ in  rodproeating  tbo 
Frenob  ordloaaee,  568;  the  ordlnanoe  a  temponrj  net, 
roTokable  at  the  pleaaore  of  the  French  OoTonunen^ 
0B8;  the  pabUeatloii  of  tba  da«rao,568;  whr  thta 
BOW  tariff  of  datiaa  on  tba  trade  of  OaadakMpa  and 
Hnrtalqne  been  wIthluU  ftom  tb«  Amnlena  Oongma  I 
064;  wUlMttbeblUlBUapea*Btahi^>«aalthaoDa- 
striMtioii  whieh  the  EnaotiTC  haa  ^Ton  to  tta  law 
regnlatlag  tha  eommerelal  Interooarsa  between  thla 
oeurti7  and  Fnaeat  5*4;  amandi—t  mored,  M; 
France  abonld  be  eondUated,  565;  the  bUl  U  aolelj  ^ 
pllcaUe  to  the  regulation  of  the  colonial  trade,  566;  oon- 
atmctlon  by  oor  QoTanunant,  666 ;  it  goea  a  little  ftuthar 
than  tuHj  iM^trocaUng  aU  that  waa  granted  by  tho 
Franob  deereea,  A66;  the  amendment  la  imniinnamrr. 
006;  maanerln  wUeh  tha  dlraot  tnda  la  regolated,  508; 
amendment  wltbdmwn.  686;  hare  sot  tho  datiaa  m 
AnaileaD  pfodnee  to  theao  lilandi  beaa  wdneaO  888| 
at  thia  Torjr  mcmeni  tha  ordtoanea  la  probdtfj'Mpaala^ 
861;  hiatorrof  the  tranaaetlon,  567 ;  Utt  otdand  to  to 
eagroesad  and  paaied,  647. 
7V-M»M  Rlfui}t4».~8t4  Ind4K,  ToL  1. 
.nwob  ApoMoMom-Am  JMmb,  tUi.  1, 8,  T. 
Frtneh  Jaora»a.— Am  huUm,  ToL  S> 
Fmr,  Joam,  Jn,  BqpnoeatattTa  fton  Paaai^naK  Mk 
rtvmHmm,  ProU9Hom  ^j—Sm  iitdmt,  toL  1. 
AffWoaAwM^-AMiiidaKSnlhlli^T.  AfavMk 
FugmmJSvmAMot.  AwAJm^TaLL 

jTkr  ttwu^m  rm.  BuMm,  t«l  t. 


G 

Qaim,  Lbtix,  BepraaentatlTe  ftoco  Maryland,  808. 
0al««  d  Seaton  tlsettd  pi-Mw$.—8f  Jndtm,  toIa  6^  T. 
OAniruey,  DARinL  O.,  on  the  Panama  MWon,  180;  Bayr** 

anttatlro  from  How  Tork,  8081.  aHMm,rA9, 
Oabsow,  TXamAKOL,  BipraaantotlTa  from  New  60ft 
Omttral  Wt^fitrt.—Btt  Indm,  toL  1. 
OeonrteXoiuf  CIofaUL-AM  Jbdio^ToL  6. 
6*orffia  J/Vttia  OMma.— In  the  Hoom,  motion  to  dlaeharg* 

the  C<miniltt«e,S48;  praperiy  haTO  no  oognltanea  of  tbeee 

daIini,S4S;  debate, 848;  motion  lost,  849;  amendmul 

nMTed,4fi&  iSteJiMf«<(i,T0ta.8,8,T,8. 
OenMM  Xon^M^  XotM  4*.— Am  Htdtr,  toI  8. 
OmiM^OM— aRiBapiaaantallTaftomOeaigl^BMiwIat 
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ttra  to  oaptared  Afrinuu,  6U;  on  th«  OMrgf ft  boundary 
ao»;imUwBukorth»UnU»d8tat«,aa,  BttJndta, 

Trf.T. 

GoT^,  Amcuw  B.,  od  DMf  mmI  Dumb  Aijlamt,  40S.  Ste 

IhdM,  vol  T. 

ffractf  Briiain,  rttaUaiory  fMOttra  on.,—S»*  IntUm,  rai.  1. 

<frMU,  O^—Sm  Ind^  Tol  T. 

tfrMfel,  A<^Wnff,reM^(o.— Is  tbe  Honw,  ■r«*o)DUcm  nuk- 
ing an  appiopriitloQ,  Ac,  eonsidered,  868;  dbtien, 
808;  pi«c«<Unta,  8U ;  Ji  gesenl  pictore  of  horror  ind 
dawlatioB  In  Gneoa,  8M;  effMt  whloh  tUt  meunra 
woaM  hsTo  oa  tba  rotttfom  of  tUi  ooviitrr 
MUg«reut  powen,  804;  tlila  would  be  a  direct Tlolatioo 
of  onr  neutnllty  under  tbe  Uw  of  nations,  884;  It  U  > 
rappljr  to  the  neceasltoDi  In  the  notloti  at  Ui^  and  not  a 
aabstdj  Toinntarlly  offered,  886;  provlrions  are  not  oon- 
tiabaad  of  warexoept  whan  going  to  a  beatemd  place, 
MS;  tonot  tUandWiitrtfam without ndlSmimf  MO; 
vawluHOB  Mdoa  the  taUe,  888. 

Onn^  Innt,  BapreMatatIn  from  FmirlTii^  801; 

Quattmaia,  MittUm  fat— iSm  Indtm^  toL  8. 

Amftoate— Ae  Indtm,  toL  I. 

finuT,  HnrsY  IL.  BepreaantatlTa  from  Lo^ilaJH,  818.— 
AHAdMVT0la.Y,8. 

H 

A8«W  Oot^nu,  Stt^mutM  ^.—3m  Indta,  toIs.  8,  a 

Haiu,  on  anMOMdumtits  on  Cbootaw  huds,  817 ;  oa  ths 

nmoral  of  tbaOhoetav  Indiana,  8T0;  on  datiea  on  wool 
and  wooltena,  400 ;  on  the  Chlekaww  and  Choctaw  In- 
diaoa,  411;  on  the  relattons  of  the  United  Btates  and 
Georgia,  418;  on  ramoral  of  ttie  Indiana,  884;  on  the 
eaae  of  Marignf  B'AaterlTe,  68T. 

Vllm,  William,  Bepreaentatlre  from  MUalielppl,  010. 

HaU(  Taoiui^  BepraeeatntlTe  fron  NoiHt  Carolina,  810; 
lelatlTatocaptand  Afrl«aB%8D7.— iSmJMmi,  vola.  8^7. 

HixLooK,  JoBV,  Jr.,  BepraMntattra  ffom  Now  Torh,  409l 

SamOUm,  AUmaiUUr,  report  of,  at  iSaapatory  f^fU^  Trta*' 
wry.—Stt  JitdAB,  toL  1.  Trvuwy, 

HaHn-TOH,  Jam n,  Jr^  on  Haaaaehiuetta  Ifflltia  dalnu,  81 ; 
on  Sonth  American  relattons,  M,  86;  on  the  Panama 
lUiiion,  1>8;  on  rem  oral  of  the  nmaini  of  Commodore  : 
P«i7,888;  OD  free  aegroM  In  the  IHiMat  of  Columbia, 
888;  on  the  anfllBring  Greek^SIB;  oarafflsrvn  b^fln 
tn  Alexandria,  888;  on  dntlea  on  wool  and  woollens, 
884;  on  the  Llberlaa  Agenejr,  448;  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  818;  on  th«  case  of  Uarlgnj  D'Anterlre, 
eU;  on  a  painting  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orieana,  687;  on 
tbe  old  sedition  law,  «>1'858.  Btt  Indtm,  voL  %. 

Sarmimv  tn  JncHana,  Sociaty       S«*  Aden,  voL  8. 

Hauibok,  Wiluah  H.,  on  the  relief  of  rafferen  at  Alezan* 
dila,  886 ;  «a  p^mant  of  deported  slaTei,  818;  on  a 
a«ral  ooadamr,  887;  Sanator  from  Ohto^  487;  on  report- 
era  to  the  Senate,  476;  on  tbe  deeeaae  vt  U^Jor  Geiteral 
Brown,  088;  oa  the  d&oeof  Ifaijor  Oeneml,  6S7;  on  the 
oWnu  of  Sonth  Carolina,  688;  ralatire  to  tbe  barracks 
at  New  Orieana,  040;  on  the  prevention  of  desertion, 
646;  on  the  blU  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  6B8;  on  the 
dntr  on  ssit,  678;  on  the  sarrlnna  of  the  Bevolntion, 
884, 666 ;  on  brevet  rank,  804. 

Eastct,  JosATXaM;  SepnwntattTC  frtm  Now  Hampahlra, 
808.  Sitlnd^-nLi. 

"HAmt,  BoBXXT  <Hi  Uie  lotterr  for  the  fit  <tf  Jalferson's 
estate,  887;  oa  the  Colon:xatlon  Sodetr,  808-817;  on 
the  gradual  Imprerement  of  the  Navr,  824-838 ;  on  a 
aaral  academy,  888-848 ;  Senator  bom  South  CaroUna, 
887;  on  Indtmnlfltttdoa  to  8inignon,474;  on  the  cap> 


lore  of  the  Philadelphia,  489;  on  the  powen  «f  Oo  Tim- 
Prerideat,  810 ;  oa  the  oflloe  of  Ugor  General,  S88;  M  the 
clotans  of  Booth  Caii)HBa,688;  oa  a  great  of  land  in  Vmjm 
Collag«,688;  m  tlwrnBohColittIaltaada,M8;  «a  the 
p^taoBt  of  tntenet  to  Blatea,  818;  oa  tho  dat^  «■  la- 
dlga,686;oa  the  rappreadon  of  the  BlaTe  trade,  881^  811 

Hatvm,  CxAauB  E.,  BeprearatatiTefrom  Oeorgia,  610. 

Hkalbt,  JoaxpH,  BcprasentatlTe  frwn  New  Hempahfa^  188. 
8t6lndmt  toL  a 

Strnpt  AtMHeam.~8M  JiHtsiV  ^ 

Hnmnx,  •losna,  oa  the  nlM  ot  BerolatlaBair  oOeei^ 

S18;«itkeFaaaamaifMioB,iaBL  Ae.AMbtB,TelB.i;i;S. 
Havnaaov,  Vaaacio,  Jb.,  TiU  «aaa  ^— Am  Adai^  ni.  ^ 
Hanmoo,  Wiluxm,  on  the  road  In  Mi^higf*.  tSS;  oa  tka 

rood  In  Arkansas,  983 ;  on  the  Ohio  tomptke  nwd,  80; 

Senator  from  ladlsna,  48T ;  on  pnbUe  laada,  478 ;  «■  the 

Ches^Make  and  Ohio  canal,  601.  Am  Jitd«^  toL  8L 
HnntT,  BoBXBT  P.,  decease  <d;-SI8. 

HaaaicK:,  Egaanaa,  on  soffsren  hr  flia  la  AlezaaU^  888. 

HoBsn^  giLaa  £.,  Bo^coeatntlva  from  Kev  Toifc,  SBBl 

HoMia,  ,  Boprenatatha  from  Mswaahnaatii,  MA. 

Hoaoscnr,  Baaeoa,  PsNHois  <^i--8»*  /adeay  toL  8i. 

HomAK,  on  the  Hew  Creek  Treaty,  888;  oa  a 

Naral  Academjr,  455;  on  Deaf  and  Domb  A«)'lBina,4M; 
BepreaentaUre  from  New  York,  800.  <Sh  Index^  toL  B. 

HoLOOHxa,  GaoBOB,  on  the  case  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  28S ; 
resentattve  from  New  Jmej,  809 ;  decease  o(  688L 

Houoa,  QAiBiai,  oa  tbe  Mlotr  of  the  Poataiaatei  G  sail  A 
264;  on  the  sale  of  reserrad  lead  miaea,  SSI;  oaths 
dn^  OB  salt,  888;  mi  tbe  meiiagB  tMpectlng  tba  OaA 
lBdlaa^80S;  oa  paTment  of  deported  ■)aTea)88B^i 
Bepresentsttre  from  North  Carolina,  610.  Sm  Jmiw^ 
ToL  a 

S<m4J>tpartm»itL—3e4J»dM,\iA.l.  JStEWoatfce  Apor^ 
men/,  and  IitdteB,  toL  6. 

Sanu  Jr(mt{ftoc< WM  worn  in  Ma  JZomm.— dSw  Irndtm,  nLL 

Ammt*  to  Oa  Awe,— >Sm  A^Mt,  ToL  8;, 

SottM  ItMt  i»  t»e  SeminoU  Vor.— Am  AtZoo,  vaL  T. 

Honaioa,  BamrsL,  on  the  Vmaehantti  militia  daima,  SI. 
8m  Jndtm,  Tiris.  7,  a 

ffffim  odlonms  at  doao  of  first  seeaion  of  19Qi  CoDgress,  MB; 
oonTenee  at  second  session  of  19th  Congreaa,  tlS;  ad- 
journ* at  dose  of  second  sessttm  of  19th  CoagraiS,  481; 
oonTenee  at  flnt  sessloo  of  90th  Coagreaa,  608 ;  a^oani 
at  dose  (tf  flrst  aeaalon  of  »th  Congress,  731 

Hoimmtr,  OrnxKLm,  ob  Ota  rdlef  of  BarolirtioaaiT 
oers,  288.  S44  Indm,  ToL  a 

'B.vtnt,  SnmKOUMt  BepreaiwtallTe  from  Tarmon^  808L 

I 

ItttwtU,  Admtatton  <tf.—Se4  Indtx,  toL  9. 

IinpeaehmetU.—Ste  Indean,  toL  a 
ImporU.—Se«  £hitu»  on  Jmporta. 

ImpriaonmerU  for  D«bt — In  the  Benala,  leare  asked  to 
bring  Is  a  bill  to  abolish,  874;  ao  doobt  of  the  priadpk 
or  expediency  of  the  measnre,  ST4 ;  Impriaanmeiit  Ibr 
d^t,  horrible  as  tbe  Spanish  Inqnhdtion,  874;  a  viola- 
tlon  of  the  Declaration  of  Independenoa,  and  of  the  eta- 
atltntlon,  8T4 ;  the  barbaroos  custom  bad  la  orfgiB  in 
nsniped  power,  874;  ^peal  to  the  wisdom  and  patdoi- 
Ism  of  the  Senate,  to  aid  in  abolishing  s  dligiaesfil 
fbatnre  of  the  laws,  876;  leave  granted,  and  hill  latia* 
dnoed.S7S.  Am  iMet^  Tok.  i;  & 

/it^MtjfeaNoM  (/Are<0)Mn:— la  Oe  Seaate^  a  pettUaa 
relative  to,  presented,  474;  the  qneotlon  can  be  settled 
otherwiM  than  fay  reference,  474;  acaMontoftheaeqp* 
ot  the  general  mle,  4T4 ;  the  petition  from  a  British  sah> 
Ject  ahoold  be  presented  offldally  to  Congress.  474 ;  dll- 
MB*  of  Other  oonntriw  hare  no  ri(M  to  petUIoa  OoaUMi 
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tor  the  of        cUlmi,       petltJon  laid  en 

Uu  table,  m. 

JMtmmnUu/or  SpoUiMimt.,-St*  Mm,  toL  1.  Qrut  Brit* 
mtn. 

Indiana  Canal.— Im  the  Hons*,  k  blU  to  anOorfM  ladlaM 
to  liiiiili  ■  iHiiilfiniMliliiniiIiiiil  iiiOeieil  In  lidiimimiiiil, 

Indiana  A^r».—8M  Indvt,  toL  4. 

Indiana  FoKtory  j^/»t*m.—Se»  huUm,  toL  T, 

IttdUut  Ittpartmtmt.-'^  Indme,  joL  T. 

Imdian  ZaneUtoUJUmaSiaU,  riyhU  (>t*r.—S«s  Ind^  toL  t 

roLa 

Indiai^  TW&M— 5m  AJm,  toL  B. 

InfUans,  ChicJbasato  and  Otectav).— la  the  HoOMtfttWO- 
latlon  ooDsltlend,  40T ;  no  neceodtflor  pMstng  >iMlt  » 
recolotioti,  40T;  whj  call  Ibr  the  instrnctiona  given  In 
this  cue  alone  I  407 ;  ,<xcepti«iif  taken  to  the  proceed- 
iBOaof  the  CoinmlMtoaen,4n;  war*  tbajin  fcettraeT 
407;  UbMtdtbattbeCotnmlidotienBddnMedtlMln- 
dUuIntlM  language  of  Ihreata  and  ooerokm,  406;  ez- 
tnetfrointli«addreiaoftliaCoinmlaalonen,4(l0;  latUa 
tbo  language  ct  coercion?  408;  objeotlonable  parti  of 
the  wolutlons,  409;  Indian  treaties  of  lata  jeara,  409; 
na  attempt  to  cturjr  Into  effect  a  policy  vlth  tbe  In- 
dl&na,  which  ebould  meet  the  reprobation  of  the  Houae, 
400 :  ft  la  aaid  that  tha  neolnllon  la  nnnraal  and  axtt*- 
mOinttj  In  iU  ehanwtet,  410 ;  the  loformatloa  called  tor 
mn  ba  of  no  seirtee  wbea  obtained,  tiO ;  the  efltets  of 
tha  Commlsdonera  hare  been  nnaucoeeaftil,  410;  partlcn- 
l«n,  410 ;  tha  poller  ^a  CoumUeionara  have  endearoied 
to  promote  haa  been  ancceaslTelj  recommended  by  Uon- 
ro«,  Calhoan,  and  Baibonr,  411;  raaolutlon  laid  on  tba 
tebI^  41L 

Ueaolution  relative  to  the  removal  of  tha  Chootaws, 
Jmj.,  coosldered,  &S;  bill,  C30, 
Indian«,IloHda,StUtif<^—Ia  th«  Ho^B^  a  UU  eonM- 
ered,  1S7 ;  part  of  the  Indiana  In  a  atata  of  atamtlon, 
1ST ;  clrooBUtances  of  tha  case,  12T ;  the  qneatlon  of 
OoIoDlilog  the  Indians  in  the  irestem  ooantij  7et  to  be 
decided,  128;  amended  bj  inserting  a  laffiolent  anm  to 
relieve  the  present  ezigencr,  184;  Congress  has  no  power 
to  make  the  Treasnrj aobarttr  box,  184;  ordered toa 
third  reading,  188;  the  UU,  148;  iMd a  tUrd  tlm^  and 
passed,  14& 

Stmovat  4^In  tba  Hoaaa^ »  rawlnttoo  nlaUva  to^ 
considered,  888 ;  negotiation  with  tha  Indian  tribes  for 
tha  cession  of  their  land,  a  mere  bree,  880;  the  United 
Btatea  have,  atatnte,  dtafhuchised  everj  nation  of 
Indians  within  their  bonndarles,  848 ;  It  has  been  asked, 
what  broaght  these  people  to  their  present  abject  oon- 
dlUont  848;  the  Indiana  expected  to  be  icmoTod,88t; 
the  Iqjnrles  and  losses,  bjr  the  oontlnnanca  of  theaa  In* 
dians  In  their  present  abode,  887. 

Adiana,  Quapau).—hi  the  Hoqm,  UU  relative  to  consid- 
ered, iOfl ;  motion  to  laj  on  the  table,  406;  article (rf  the 
treaty  with  the  Ind1sIl^  4M;  aqoeatton  relative  to  oon* 
veylDg  the  lands  In  fee,  404;  motion  earrlod,  404. 

Imssmoll,  Kaltd  L,  on  the  British  Colonial  Trade,  4S1 ; 
Bepresentatlve  from  Connecticnt,  800;  on  a  painting  of 
the  BatUaofNew  Orleans,  083.  ^ /m/eo^  voL  8. 

Im««aii,  aAinrii.D..on  the  Panama nilaslon,  100;  on^eaer- 
TaUoB  of  lira  oak  timber,  877 ;  on  tlie  Tacnhaja  mla- 
slon,  481;  Bepres«ntatlve  fhnn  Pennaflvanla,  808;  on 
the  caae  of  Marign;  D'Anterive^  8S8 ;  on  latrenehment, 
700.   &e /nifete,  vols.  8,  7, 8. 

dMt  vol.  4. 

UlUmat  /mj>ro«eiM«t— la  the  Uow,  a  reaolntlon  to  in- 
(nlre  Into  tha  ezpedleaoj  of  diaeontlnning  the  appropri- 


ation for  snrreya,  Ac,  and  snbatltntlDg  apeoUo  iy>pro~ 
prlattons,  880;  the  proprietj  of  transferring  to  tba 
Kzocotive  this  large  dlaaratkn  otw  the  pabUo  moiiej; 
haa  never  reoelTed  ecparate  BOflatdwatloB,  880;  Intsnwl 
Improvanenta,  kgltlmatalj,  an  owanad  to  ot^aeta  of  » 
national  character,  880 ;  Important  to  call  the  attontlon 
of  the  House  to  the  manner  In  wUch  appropriaUona  ara 
made,  8(1;  amendment  oSbrod,  881;  raaolatloa  laid  on 
the  table,  80S. 

In  tha  Senate,  a  hill  to  grant  eertaln  onsppropriated 
laada  In  Alabama  to  the  Stato  for  pnrpoaea  of  bitomal 
ImproTMnant,  aonsldered,  648;  ordered  to  be  angromid, 
B4T.  AaJMaai,  Tda.T,8. 

AwoMI  OsnML-^sa  Adaav  ToL  B. 

laAAOU,  Jaoob  C  on  an  amendment  to  the  eonatltatloa, 
84;  on  South  American  rebolona,  88;  Bepiaeeatatif 
from  Tenneeeee,  410.  Se4  Jndtas,  vols.  7,  8l 

/•Umsta  <tf  PfHuitMa,  a  resolatlon  relative  to  eatabUshlag 
oommnnlaaHoa  with,  conalderad,  SSOk 

J 

JaiU  qfBt<tU*.—SM  Indm,  vol  8. 

JtffertoiCt  Lottery  BUI,  action  In  the  Honse  on,  414. 

JziTxixfla,  JoMATUK,  Beproaentative  from  Indiana,  610. 
BttMtm,  Tola.  4,  St  7,8. 

Jonm,  KmOKT,  Jr.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Dataware^  OOfc 

JoBSSON,  Fkamcib,  on  the  Panama  Ulsdon,  U7;  on  South 
American  relations,  TC^72;  on  sntferera  b/  lira  in  Alex- 
andria, 3S5-89I.  iSee  Jndae^  vols.  7,  a 

JOHifsoii,  Juoa,  offers  a  resolntloa  on  a  Western  Armorj, 
4T;  on  the  Panama  Ulialon, SOS;  docease  at^ZOO. 

JOHxaoH,  Juoinra,  BepreaentattTe  from  New  York,  800. 
Sm  IndtsR,  vol  8. 

JoBHBoif,  BioauD  hL,  «n  Imprlaonmeat  fiir  debt,  ST4;  w  the 
Bale  cC  reserved  Lead  Mines,  S3S;  on  the  salary  of  the 
PoatmastorOencral,2$4;  Senator  from  EeDtuck7,487; 
on  reporters  to  the  Senate,  4T5;  on  the  gradoatlon  in 
the  price  of  the  pabllo  lands,  MT;  on  repairs  of  the 
Cnmberlaod  road,  588.  8te  Indim,  Tola.  8^  4,    4|  7, 8. 

Jomnoir,  Joaian  6.,  on  the  dot^  on  salt,  S98;  M  payment 
of  dqiorted  olavea,  809-81S;  Senator  from  LonUana* 
887;  on  Uta  poweia  of  tha  Tloa  Praddant,  B18;  on  the 
pubUo  debt,  S84;  nhiUva  to  the  banaoka  at  New  Ot* 
leans,  610,  Ml.  ^ /nd mt,  volsi  7, 8. 

Journal  <tfik4  Ftdtral  CoM>mtion,—S€«  /adtea,  vol  T. 

Journal  ^tht  Old  Oongrm.—Sto  Jndta,  vol.  8, 

Judgu,  fmUrai,  rmtowU  qf.—SM  IndM,  vols.  8,  4. 

Judiciarvt  7lA— In  the  Senate,  a  bUl  to  estabUah  Jsdldal 
prooeas  in  tha  Statea  admitted  into  tha  Union  dnce  1789^ 
618;  the  hill  In  Its  preasnt shape  wlU  destroy  aU  efalljr 
prooiai  in  many  nf  the  eld  Statoa,518;  azeeatien  lawa  of 
Eantaeky,618;  daAsnded,B19;  Kentneklana  a  brave  and 
cblvalrona  people,  519;  the  Inordinate  Issue  of  bank  pa- 
per, 680;  effect  of  unwise  measnres  of  the  Bank  of  tba 
United  Btatos,  690;  is  Kentneky  tha  only  Stato  that  at- 
tompted  during  the  war  to  anlt  her  code  to  her  oondl- 
tlonT  OaO;  the  Ciroalt  Judge  declared  the  repUvln 
law  to  be  nnconatltntlonal,  081 ;  what  eoDsUtntoa  a 
deepoUsm,  691 ;  how  much  more  heoomlag  la  the  Jodgaa 
to  bare  sBirendered  their  Jsdgment  to  that  of  the  peo- 
ple, until  Congreaa  oonid  have  paased  on  the  aubjee^  699; 
the  power  to  enact  remedial  laws  must  exist  somewhere 
828;  Itiasald  the Jodidaryisthemoet  Important  depart- 
ment in  onr  Qovemment,  62S;  whenever  the  moat 
vigilant  scrutiny  of  the  people's  representatives  shaU 
be  withdrawn  from  that  department,  the  liberttea  of  the 
people  wlU  be  endangered,  B« ;  the  Judldal  oharacUr 
laonly  valuable  when  It  doaaltadu^,  694;  eporteutooa 
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laAUiwmM  dtepUred  by  the  eutw  Id  nktloD  to  tb*  i 
tIoUOob  of  the  gnat  prlnviplM  upon  wbldi  tb«lr  ilf  htt  | 
i^pemi,  SS5;  Bu>ti«  to  r*oonatd«r  etnM,  tM. 


K 

Kaxs,  £lii«  on  the  Yuoo  pnrcliue.  2T<;  Bonstor  from 
Ullnolt,4n;  oa  Um  povera  of  Um  Tk0-PrMtd«Bt,fil&; 
Mftgiutof  kad  toKeBTMi  CMhnHi.  SttMvo, 

TOL& 

£m«m  O)a«0«^Ia  tlw  BeaateftUUto  giut  a  towndtip 
land  to,  eouMoredgOH;  MUwdoMBto  ofltood,  OM; 

otiject  of  tlw  bUl,  OH;  p«rions  coDDMtsd  wtth  tb«  in- 
•tlt&tloii,  607;  theit  MtlTitr  In  lU behalf  CM;  tnctitu- 
tton*  Indebted  to  prlnte  donetloaa,  K0 ;  it  m%j  bo  oob- 
■Idered  the  piop4)eitl«i  before  the  Senate  wee  of  little 
eoueqneDoe,  fiW;  <^ectlMt  to  olosfingthe  bill  with  a 
new  prarUon  when  It  «w  ripe  tor  aeUoo,  BM ;  eretj 
UU  thonld  b«  ba  to  ita  own  morila,  SM ;  the  blU  sbonM 
embmoe  other  oljnto  bedde  thEa  partionlar  Inatltntlon, 
D60;  we  cautot  make  tUa  grant  to  Ohio  and  reflueltto 
other  Btatea,  060;  Ohio  baa  no  claim  to  this  donation, 
000;  It  inTolvei  one  of  the  moit  important  prlndplei 
which  conld  poedbly  be  nibmittedto  onr  constdentlon, 
000;  are  gentlemen  nnwIlUng  to  have  exposed  to  view 
the  magnitode  of  the  qaeation  InrolTed,  000 ;  aball  the 
Tedatal  Gorerament  take  theanbject  of  education  into 
Ita  own  hands,  is  the  qneatloa  tarolTed,  OtO;  protest 
against  the  extentlon  of  the  JnriKHetlon  and  an  appro- 
priatlM  of  Ota  Ainda  of  fho  Federal  OoTonnnent  to  pnr* 
poeea  of  ednoaUoa  wlthlo  the  Btatea,  041 ;  oar  Aatf  to 
•»rt  a  Tlgllant  control  over  nnj  department  of  the 
^  goremmeat,  and  to  resist  ererjr  tomptation  to  overle^ 
the  bounds  of  oar  antborltf,  001 ;  tbia  government  hsa 
alreadj  gone  too  Ihr  in  aaumlng  Jnrladictlon  over  ob- 
jMta  Whleh  do  not  belong  to  them  at  all,  or  whleh  tber 
wiiM  ezerdae  onlj  Umliathnu,  Ml ;  under  tiie  eonatltn- 
tion  jm  hare  nothing  to  do  with  thia  saltjBet,  SOS ;  ff 
jon  begin  with  this  tnsHtntlon  where  will  jroa  endt 
OOa ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  passed,  OOS. 

Knax,  KiOHAap,  Kepresentatlve  fkom  New  York,  409. 

Kxn,  JoHK  Leeds,  Bepreseutatlye  from  Maryland,  609 ;  on 
the  case  of  Uarlgny  D'Antorive,  OOi.  <5m  IwUaB,  toL  8. 

Kna,  WuiUM  on  the  deaf  and  dunh  asylum  in  Ken- 
taeky,sre;  oa  daportad  ilaT«a,80S;  Banator  llromAIa- 
bama,  46T;  relatlTe  to  the  powera  of  tbo  V[«e>Frealdont, 
6Mr4S06;  on  the  anppreealon  of  the  alara  trader  106;  on 
the  suppression  of  the  slara  trade,  601.  Am  A^a«^ 
Tols.  d,  B,  0,  7,  & 

Kixo,  Adam,  BopresentatlTe  from  Pennsylvania,  OOV. 

]|;rrnx^  — — ,  on  deaf  and  dumb  aaylnma,  400 ;  on  Meada'a 
claim,  490. 

KnoBT.  Hmiiuji  Senator  from  Rhode  lBland,dOT;on 
tha  paiyinent  of  Intoreat  to  Stataa^  ffR;  on  tha  dn^  on 
Indigo^  ein.—Su  Adm,  toIs.  T,  & 

Kuvn,  Obomi^  on  the  Taenbaya  mission,  4M ;  on  the  Li- 
beria agency,  448;  BepresentattTe  bum  Pennaylnnla, 
009;  on  the  caae  of  hbrlgny  D'Antorira,  088L  St4  fis- 
d«r,  TOL  8, 

f   \  OB  retrenchment,  07L 


X. 

X<ifby«tt^  ffraWwIa  lo.-Aa  JiMf ff^  Tola.  2, 9;  T,  Sl 
ZiUfca  AtpaHor  CbfQMP  JRnM—jlM  Ade^  T<dB.  ft  T,  & 
Lmut  dalmt  <n  OUe,  details  rospaettng  ooTt^STS;  bill 

for  their  reltnqalalUHnt  oonalderad  In  the  Bonaa^  878 ; 

dehatwl,  878^  S74. 


Lttndtfar  Education — 5«e  /ndas^  toL  7. 
Lama*,  WuUm*-^  Mtm,  mik.  1,  8,  d^  flti;  MK» 
ZmsAl 

Xawsnoi,  Jotm,  S^MaaalatlTe  froaa  PeuMjIiaaK 

000.  AeAMf(a,ToLa 

Lxa,  PrroK,  KepreeeoCsUTe  frora  Tennr— ee,  tW. 

LtaA  JButt,  TMertMi  taU  o/.—Ia  the  Senstc,  tho  bOI  r^ 
ported,  considered,  880;  indeflnito  paetpooomcntinara^ 
880;  thebiHbadoncoreceiTedtha&TonUodeeWaBir 
the  Senate  upon  it,  S80;  the  extent  of  the  iwamMsn^ 
880;  proTialottsof  thobiU,S8l>;  reenmMe  to  flnt 
olpWsSl;  Mt  oi^edlant  t*MUhMfaetheaale  atf*» 
ent,  SSI;  obfoettoM  to  the  bin,981;  rapotis  made  m 
the  snbjeot  of  mining,  SSI ;  Conpreas  abenld  let  tha 
Preeldent  know  what  he  had  to  sell  beforv  It  bealmi 
the  aotbority  upon  him,  S81 ;  s^dan  and  proper  fcnw 
inga  shoold  be  made,  SSI;  thia  not  neeeanrri  >BB;  M 
laid  on  the  tables  88S.  Set  MefK,  vol  7. 

Lti0ria  Aiftit4y.—Inth*  HonBe,an  appropriatJoo  fcr,c»> 
aldored,  488 ;  Itoms  examined,  440 ;  the  am  neprtfatisa^ 
440;  aeeordlngtoUMBtateiiientof  tbcagCBtthwrfBglr 
slittla  addraaa  and  nanagemant  flonaeetsd  ommItm 
with  this  sodety,  we  mnst  now  aend  otrt  a  mOitaryBal 
naral  Ibree  to  defend  the  edonlsli,  440;  what  pcfatfr 
pie  are  we  going  to  send  out  certain  Africans  t  441;an 
appropriation  to  carry  an  existing  Uw  Into  rffect,  40; 
whose  Toloe  was  8»t  raised  in  thia  house  acatest  tha 
slave  traffloT  442;  amendment  expUood,  448;  wffl  aat 
ooloDtxtDg  th«  eoaat  of  Africa  be  the  beat  plan  to  ttap 
ae  BlaTetndor4a;flirthar  dabtfn,  441.  Sm  Mm, 

Laooupm,  Josbpr,  on  an  amendment  to  the  o.  iiiltinOM, 

88 ;  Bepresentattve  from  Kentucky,  OlOi 

LxFTLKB,  bAAO,  RepresenUdre  from  Virginia,  610. 

LcTcnn,  Bonnr  on  South  Amerleaa  relations,  00 ;  ee 
tree  negroes  in  the  I>ietrlct  of  Columbia,  894;  Ecpso- 
aentatlve  flrom  KoBtofky,  610;  oa  ntnadment,  Ml 
jSM  IndoBt  vol  7. 

Z4ea  Oalb  7lm&er.--rln  Oe  Hoa8a,n  naolatloB  reUlTC  t* 
considered,  870 ;  an  Important  subject,  874 ;  most  vals- 
able  abtp  timber,  877;  growth  ertrcmoly  lapi^  tJll 
amendment,  8T7 ;  passed,  878.   See  Indem,  Yol  t. 

Ubrary  Cbnffres*.— 5m  /mffte,  voL  8. 

Ltbrary  of  Mr.  Jefftrwik.'-S^  Jndeet,  -rdL  S. 

Lietaemafa-Oeneral.—See  Indem,  voL  tk 

lAeuUnanU  i»  Ae  Jfavi/,  bill  to  Increaae  of; 

ZiffU  B<mn  DKHe9.—See  Indea,  vol  8. 

XMfaAofu.  <Sta(irfaa  «%-<Ss*  A(f«(^  vols,  a,  4 

Lima,  Psna,  KepraaentatlTe  fWm  ICaaylaa^  M;  on 
the  Colonixatlon  Bociety,4S&— 5s«  iisdea^  rola-i^^ 
T,& 

LirntOBTOir,  Edwakd,  on  Bonth  American  reletlone,  70;  « 
Um  Panama  mission,  146;  on  theaoconnts  of  Ueara^ 
850;  relative  to  the  Bahama  Banka,  SN;  on  the  anf» 
lngQreeka,868,864;  onUnddatana  lnOUo,8T4; 
leaeatetlve  tMa  Louisiana,  810;  oa  the  one  of  Madpr 
ITAnteriva,  OSa,  60L  Aa  Adaa^  toU.  1*  8,  d,  8.. 

Loan  SlU.— See  Atfev,  voL  0. 

Locks,  Jomr,  Eepresentative  from  Itaiaachttaetti,  60IL  Ai 

/ndw),  vol  8. 

L«TT,  Jom,  Eepresentative  from  North  CanAna,  8I0L  SH 

Index,  vola.  T,  8. 
Zote,  PubUc,  in  WaAttvtm.—See  Mean,  toL  7. 
Loutetana,  JhwOMee  <if.—8»e Imd»,  vida.  8,8.  Vrtatut 

Bet  Adan,  v<d  &   Ttrriiorf;  Bm  Iikdaa,  vol*.  1^  4. 

ataU;  8eeIndm,fAi. 
Imwvm,  WALtta,  eboaan  aewttaiy  of  the  Benato,  OH  Al 

Inde^  voL  8. 
LnMFKni,  Wii«oa,  'BepreaentatlTe  from  Georgia,  610. 
Ltoh,  OMTiwan,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ken  tacky.  Ok 
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ICaooh,  HATmAam.,  alMtad  PrMidnit  pfv  (mi^  of  tlu  S«ii- 
atflv  nS;  on  ft  Mval  Madenj,  Ml ;  on  Iho  Ohio  Tnrn- 
plk*  biU,  U»i  StMtor  from  Nortb  0>r>Uiu,«T;  od 
tho  iurrlring  oOmm  of  the  Xnohitlm,  4H;  on  tbo 
powon  of  tk«  Vloe  PiMMoit,  IW;  on  Oio  otBoe  of 
Km<w-0«ii«nl,  8S8;  on  &  gnuit  of  Und  to  Kenjon 
CoU«c«,  Mi;  «a  tfaa  pftjincnt  of  Inlcnat  to  BtttM, 
BT8 ;  on  tho  intf  on  nit,  S7i ;  on  tho  gradiutlou  at 
prleo  (rf  Um  pabUa  lutda,  068 ;  on  tbo  MrrlTon  of 
tko  BanriBlloB,  0S8;  on  npoln  of  Um  Ounbwlwd 
nwd,  B»;  OB  tlH  dntron  lodlfo,  OK;  on  (be  Ohci* 
apoa*  «td  Ohio  CkiMl,  «M;  oImUI  PnridoM  pro 
IMI.  of  Oo  SoMto, ««.  Aw  Ad«^T(dkl,S,l;4,0tak 

jra«iwr«f  JVOtfry,  blU  nbttTO  to^  4tt. 

MxQwm,  JoSN,  BsprcMnUUr*  from  Now  Toife,  M: 

Jfoti  7%^— 8m  InO^  ToL  7. 

JTof  M,  admitio*  <tf.~-8»4  Jndea,  rol  t. 

MaUon  Rouijt  Claim.—S*«  Indem,  rol  8. 

ICuAun,  Boun  on  Sooth  Ameriwa  idnttoM,  aB-76; 
on  datlM  on  wool,  8T*;  on  th»  Brittib  ColonU  Tndo, 
4H;  E«prflMntfttln  from  Tonaeiit,  aot.  S»»  Jmdaa, 
TOUT,  8. 

Maublk,  JoHK  BepmtnMlTo-from  Tobdmmo,  810. 
Am  IitdM,  ToL  a 

Mariffnv  ITAvUrivt,  mm  q^In  tb«  Hobm,  a  bill  jnorld- 
Ing  for  nmuiMntlDg  th*  oUlnutnt  for  tha  loat  time  of 
ft  tlftTO  ImpraMod  Into  the  Mrrlee  of  tho  Unltod  State* 
MddoNd,  OK;  prindi^  aaaaniad  that  tho  United 
State*  la  not  bound  In  any  eaaa  to  par  lirsUTM  Injored 
w  loot,  beeaoH  tbey  an  aot  oonaUond  prepactj, 
•M;  ftprtndpleof  moitMrloiialmportane*,IM;  If  not 
propertr.  thqr  an  free,  Mft;  amendment  aUowln(  for 
the  iqjDiT  done  the  alave  and  medioal  attendanoe  on 
him,  434 ;  a  4]aeeUon  that  ahoold  be  dedded  on  ita  own 
merits,  without  teotlonal  feeling,  OM;  has  the  Oorem- 
ncntlaaslnglecaae  paid  Air  aalave  loat  In  sorrleeTW; 
itfht  of  tho  GoTonment  t»  impram  aloTea  denledi  and 
tberrlii  the  io  tercet  of  the  matter  la  proteeted,  SM;  the 
oonitUntlOB  makea  no  diatlnetlon,  but  omkftoa*  all  prl* 
Tftte  puper^,  487  f  the  principle  haa  been  noted  upon 
In  nnmerons  casee,  487;  a  delloate  sobjeet,  687;  action 
Of  the  Houae  In  1616,  6ST;  U  the  queaUon  to  be  nUed 
here  whether  thla  olaai  of  people  la  property  f  189;  It  la 
aald  then  la  no  anthoritj  to  Impieea  •  ibTe,  US;  If 
GoTomment  Impraaied  tho  alOTo  It  moat  p*;-  for  hla 
km  of  tlme^  M;  Uatorj  of  the  law  nlatlT*  to  alaT* 
pnperty,  tt9;  Intaadmant  of  pnriona  LagUatona, 
m;  the  gnat  queation  ta,  ahaO  ^ro  propeftjr  b«  ^aoed 
without  the  naoh  of  the  arm  of  the  mllltarj  Oorora- 
ment  or  aot  r  C!6;  Oongreu  baa  no  power  to  aettlo  the 
fneatlon  of  property,  CM ;  atate  of  tho  eaoe,  680 ;  tb* 
light  to  take  and  employ  s  iUt*  fbr  the  pabllo  aorrlee 
arlaea  ont  <rf  the  lamilneat  Moaml^  of  a  ■tat*  «f  war, 
•80;  ea8elnpotat.«Mi 

la  tho  (boat  of  tba  Uaaoari  «neathNi  fOm  to  be 
Barshed,  with  aolaBn  and  terrUlo  aapoet,  tbnngb  tbeoe 
hallB,OSl;  the  qaaadon  baa  long  sinee  been  aettled,  181; 
tbe  oonatitatlon  baa  leeognUsd  tlsTce  m  an  eflbotlTO 
portion  of  onr  p<^alatlon,  889 ;  the  eonatltntlon  Tiewa 
alarea  In  the  aame  light  aa  did  the  alave-boldlnc  StatM 
at  the  time  of  Ita  adoption,  688;  it  to  no  new  dootilne, 
Itt;  alarea  regarded  la  tbe  mixed  oharaetar  of  pereoDS, 
both  bumaaityaad  rdlgloa  aaactloaa  tUa  deelaratiou. 
Ml;  ft aovddoetilaattbataa proper^ en  baifgbtltaUj 
ImpiwoMd,  68S;  It  la  iald,Bo  pnoadoat eaa  be  aot  np 
agalaat  the  oonetltotloa,  688;  legUUtloB  ftamlobae  no 
iHtanee  of  nmaneratlmi,  688;  why  waa  it  that  Got- 
•nmo&t  dalmod  ladamnltyof  Otoot  Britalat  Mj  a 


qaeatloB  tbo  United  States  Ooremment  ha*  BOthlag  to 
dowlth,<t8;  the  lUasoorlqaeatlon  never hMbeea set- 
tled, 68i;  aader  the  Bomaa  law  «a*  a  alaTO  any  ism 
prapertr,  boeaaao  he  waa  a  panoar  6H;  ao right  to 
make  oar  hnmanlty  and  rellgloa  tha  nla  of  Other  laon^ 
actions  wltUn  tho«boio  oritetthar.iHi  no  eompi^ 
mlae  abont  this  doaerlpttra  9t  petaoaa  flutbor  thaa  tho 
whole  oonatitatlon  was  a  oompromlae,  684;  let  no  man 
deign  erer  to  dlaeom  thle  qaeetion,  685;  tUs  alaTe  waa 
taken  pieaiaely  In  tbe  aame  manner  aa  the  boraM  and 
cart,68S. 

Tbe  oonatitatlon  haa  ootUng  to  do  with  this  matter, 
685;  what  to  tho  ease  beltaca  aa  1 666 ;  OB  what  prladpU 
can  wo  be  hrid  bonad  to  IndamaUlf  ,  wboa  tho  edtoar 
dearly  traaaeaaded  kta  daUee?  6M;  tbo  aame  «a*e  la 
prlndplo  as  toallow  the  Impteesmaat  of  aa  Inftfe^^ 
pianttoe,  or  aerrant,  la  the  Hoitiiera  Statea,  68fc 

Tbe  wMMity  At  jiiiH«rtiig  tKa  qoeeUoD  baaoeeorred, 
646;  totbeSontberadtlxenBlonetobedeiHrlvedirfthet 
whleh  to  enjoyed  by  erery  dtlaenT  647;  do  the  Inbabi- 
taato  of  tbo  Sooth  bdd  tholr  proper^  at  tbo  wlU  «( tbo 
Ualtod  Statear  641;  alareqrlB  tbe  abatoaat,  647;  two 
groat  dirlolonaof  property  la  leapeot  to  their  aetaraa, 
a^aiatad  fton  oadt  other  a  liaa  aa  dear  and  marked 
as  U|bt  and  daAHSi^  648;  it  to  aa  erU'  of  wUeh  tho 
oonstitntloa  haa  made  them  the  only  Jndgea,  aa  by  Ita 
natnro  they  ought  to  bo,  648;  do  gentlemen  «C  tbo 
South  think  wecansaaetlan  an  attaekapon  their  rlchti^ 
wlileh  moat  la  Ita  priadple  oadaager  their  own,  640; 
groaada  apoa  wUeb  tbe  ■meadment  to  reslsled,  648; 
tbe^adpUre««aiaedb9rfcimarnportai6B»;  daima 
opoa  wUeb  rqwtto  ban  boaBaMde,6D0;  tUatbollrat 
case  of  the  Uad,  6B0;  teoe  of  tho  oooatltatiim,  <H;  It 
has  been  aald,  that  tho  ezdtMsent  baa  beoa  aaaeoea- 
aariiyraisedby  thoaewhobad  Introdncod  aadanpported 
tbe  amendment,  6U ;  the  facto  an  aettM  and  the  amoont 
ofdaniagaoaBeertaiaed;tbeoalyqneatlonto,ahaU  we  pay 
the  demand  1 6U ;  to  dalhad  oar  ooaatiy  to  too  honoi^ 
able  amploymeat  to  be  dlTlded  with  ilan^  691;  tho 
Ant  tlHM  thto  qoeetloa  waa  atirrad,  609;  amaadment 
wllbdmwn  aad  raaewod,  OBi;  raasonalbrlt,  608;  aa  at- 
tempt baa  beea  made  to  Uken  the  ewe  cS  atoTca  to  that 
of  ^^ntloaa  and  minora,  600;  mtotake  to  aoHMse  thto 
stove  waa  taken  aa  a  part  of  tbe  military  iViroe  of  the 
eountry,  6U;  etouse  of  tbe  coaatltntion  relative  to  pri- 
TftU  pr^erty,  608;  right  of  pn^er^  la  an  i^roatiea 
aBdaalaTotdeathai,604;eouiMltteeriee,601 

ABaadmentmoTod.Nl;  U  laoeateadodtbatdftTaa 
an  aot  to  bo  aoaddared  aa  pmpMty^riM  taka^oc  loa^ 
orliOued  in  the  pabUo  aervtee,  064;  a  qoeetlen  whiA 
aa  attempt  baa  boon  made  to  stir.  660;  it  to  aald  the 
nport  gives  ootor  to  tiie  doatol  of  proper^  In  sbvea,  665; 
If  alavea  an  property,  why  aball  they  not  be  coasideTed 
aa  aneh,  660 ;  why  atovae  an  property,  W;  r^imi  tor 
making oompenaatlonftw the alavo, 666;  whattoahown 
by  tbe  papera,  661;  frond  apoa  wUeh  the  elalm  to 
fimaded,  666;  «aa  fcnIUa  oHeetlaa  to  adndtti^  tbo 
daim,  666;  qnall^  of  ^  aot  of  Impreaiment  set  la 
dtooaaaioB  inn,  «0;  vreeedrati,  NT;  aigamoit  from 
aadagy,6<r;rl^tof  tbemaatorlabtodaT«e,08t;  only 
qaestloa  wboUwr  tbe  ofllott-  onder  the  oilgoadea  of  a 
Btato  ot  war  may  not  tmpwm  tbo  prlvato  ^i^r^  of 
thedttoent  668. 
U*  iTif'i  HsaaT,  BeproaeatattTO  from  New  TeA,  Wt. 

IfAan,  WiLLUM.  aeaatar  fk«m  Peaa,  467;  tm  r^aln  of 

thaOBmb«ilaadnad,«6&  AtMiB^T<L& 
ICaBBa,  VnuAM  n.,  B^neetfattTO  *om  Soatii  OetoHna 

oia 

llABfDntAU,  HaaBT  (X,  BepneeatallT*  fraa  Hew  ToA 
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Humr,  DrouT,  on  fuOlRnn  by  flr«  In  AlazuidrU,  8tt ;  | 
on  Doaf  ud  Dninb  AaylDina,  W;  BspreM&UtlTe  from  | 
New  York,  8W.  ^ /wtes  vols.  7,  & 

Marylamd  Memorial,  on  Vi*  tkOt  qf  NotUmal  Aibin.— 
St*  Jndtm,  yoL  S. 

JfiMMMsAuMtti  Mmnorial  on  Vu  War  <tf  ISIS.—^  Indtm, 

MematAit$0U$  Mima  CtofiM— In  tb«  Boiim,  the  bUl  to 
eocnpeoMU*  Mmw i  hmntfi  tor  oertAln  niiUtto  Mrrloe* 
diii^ttaeIiUinr,Kl;  proTMoU  of  the  report  (tf  tb« 
unitary  eommlttee,  M ;  seirteei  of  the  ICuaaeliiuetta 
mUltU,  81 ;  Tiewa  of  the  oommittea,  01 ;  hUt0T7  of  the 
tnnnotlonseoimectedirith  the  qneetfoD,61 ;  dlSbrenoe 
of  opjolon  between  the  Ezecntlveof  the  State  and  of  the 
Unltod  BUtee,  U ;  the  qmettoti  which  ariaea  la  whothor 
the  United  Btatea  can  dnw  tho  mllltla  of  a  Slate  Into 
pnUlo  aeniee  without  its  oStoera,  09 :  tho  eonstltatlai 
poliitioatthoooane,n;  nmaa  given,  that  thor  wore 
to  bo  distribntod  on  tlie  aaaeoMt  Jbr  gsrrfsca  duty;  M; 
lathla  a  anffldeat  reaoont  OB;  no  cOBstttntlooal emer- 
gency oxlated  at  the  tine  of  the  call  which  JnstlBed  It, 
BS;  If  adedanttlonof  warJottlfiedtheealMnRoatortbo 
mmtla,  It  wonldbe  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  t« 
ooBTert  the  mlUUa  at  once  Into  a  standing  annr,  08 ; 
wbatdid  tho  EzeentiT«  <tf  tho  Stnto  dorB8;liowlhr 
wm  tha  UiritedBtatMaflMod  by  tho  docUonoftha 
BxomlfVo,  B8 ;  what  fho  Exeratin  Od  d(\  8S;  tho 
claim  asks  relnibataemoBt  ftw  money  adTsneed  by  tho 
Btate  to  pay  fbr  ipontaneons  eervleoa,  or  those  perlbrmod 
nndor  the  antborlty  of  the  State,  M;  why  baa  It  not 
been ad]aatodT04; aoonatltatio&aldllBenlty,04;  ol^ee- 
tlona,  04;  replies,  04;  beta  connected  with  the  tnnsu- 
tloM  of  lBt4, 00;  anthority  for  the  demand  of  Oonoral 
Dearborn,  00;  It  to  nid  that  the  oonrae  poraned  by  the 
EzocntlTO  Impaired  the  pbyalcal  Anoa  of  tbs  Unttod 
Btatea,  Od;  oOMt  of  the  opiaimu  and  aets  of  Qm  Got- 
«nor,W;  wbsrs  Is  the  authority  1^  wUeb  a  Btato  la 
made  reqkonalble  for  the  opinions  of  Its  olBeorsTOT;  who 
to  It  that  demands  reimbursement  f  07. 

The  services  npon  which  the  cUlm  to  fbnsded  were 
not  performed  under  the  Oonstitntlon  of  the  United 
Btatea,  67 ;  wlwio  was  tho  nsoeaalty  for  the  detail  of  a 
M^otuOensnlT  86;  tho  sdlltia  of  Maaiaohnsotta  were 
ailed  oat  to  dcdwd  tbotr  own  fNmUer,B8;  example  of 
rleldlDgtUotfqiMtto<tf  mUltaiyfatdc,0S;  ttissaI4,an 
the  regular  troops  of  Maiia  nhnaetti  were  manAsd  to  tho 
northern  fhmtlsr,  M ;  It  to  asked,  where  to  the  power  of 
the  Ooveniw  to  throat  himself  between  the  phyrical 
power  of  the  State  and  that  of  the  Qenersl  Oovenimentf 
00 ;  an  exonse  oonld  be  fband  for  the  Governor  If  he  had 
acted  onknowlBgly,  09 ;  sssnraaoss  given  to  the  Oov- 
amor,O0;  If  HMsaehnsstta  bid  seted aa  th«  exlgondes 
of  the  esse  demanded  of  her,  the  remnneratton  would 
have  bem  ftoely  voted,  90 ;  what  was  onr  ritutlon  when 
ICaamohnaotts  tkonghtflt  to  resist  tho  anthort^  of  tho 
OeneralQorrmmestiW;  the  apeodi  of  Governor  Strong 
to  the  Legi«lstare  of  Haasaohnsetts,  61 ;  even  the  com- 
mittee, with  alt  the  tuts  staring  them  In  the  Ihoe,  say 
that  MsMsehnsettB  Is  enUtled  to  the  allownnee  of  thto 
dalm,  01 ;  shall  we  pay  claims  beosnse  Msssschnsetts 
will  be  dotlftil  beresftor  f  01 ;  the  Hartford  Convention, 
n ;  It  la  said,  that  the  good  people  ought  not  to  be 
nnlctedfor  tho  oondnet  of  their  «neen,  91;lotHsasa> 
chnsetts  hereafter  make  eommon  cause  In  the  defence 
of  our  repnbUcao  Instltatlon*,  and  no  diaonlUea  can 
sHm  In  the  payment  of  her  troops,  83. 

The  elaim  resnlts  from  the  reciprocal  rights  and  dnttes 
nmoeded  to  the  States,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Qenersl 
Oovomment  at  tho  tlmo  at  tho  adoption  of  the  eonstl- 
tatton,  lU;  Mnatmotlon  of  tho  powers  of  tho  Oovem- 
ncBt  oT«r  tho  mlUtb,  who  an  In  oflbot  tho  people  of 


tho  Btate^  119 ;  before  any  aetnal  InvMton  tho  6ovcb> 
ment  of  Minnsrhnnnfti  Iwd  practically  abmJotd  tta 
offensive  oonstitnUtms]  doctrines,  110;  doeoiDwts  q- 
amlnod,  UO,  191 ;  details  of  tbe  proceedings  In  M»- 
chnsetta,  131 ;  provitdona  of  the  bill  onder  eonsfdmtlas^ 
199;  thto  daim  should  be  allowed  becanse  It  to  Jastto 
Itso^  and  bossnso  similar  claims  hare  be«a  dlswal 
US;  the  bin  to  foonded  on  these  principles  and  (km 
preeedonti^  ISB;  what  ara  tho  otjedkni  nzfed  agiiiit 
ltT198;  1^  passing  tho  UU  yon  iu>doabt*dlyqi|nvverf 
flie  nlUtto  servioes  for  which  It  makes  payment,  IB; 
prooeedlngs  of  the  Executive  of  Msssschnsetts,  Ul;  B 
to  to  be  remembered  that  by  tbo  ooDstltnOon  the  Prol- 
dent  baa  no  power  to  call  forth  the  mOlthi  In  any  evest 
whatovor,  194 ;  tho  power  of  Congreaa  to  provide  IHr 
salUnglMh  tho  t^tla  Is  a  eomploto  power,  IM;  ttli 
Bidd  that  no  ofBosr  of  the  mllllln  b  to  bo  oonuaaadsd  ly 
■n  Infbilor  ofBoor  of  the  army  of  Os  Unil«d  Btita^  HI; 
Massachnsetta  was  compelled  to  defend  heredC  US;  bflt 
one  Inatanoo  In  which  any  want  of  promptltsde  tn  te- 
petllng  tbe  enemy  has  been  found  in  the  condnet 
HassBchnsotts,  ISO;  thore  wsseoneert  and  amngemod 
between  the  offleors  of  the  GenersI  and  Btato  Qoven- 
menta  In  their  exortlona  to  dofond  the  soil,  193 ;  acttoa 
irf  tho  Govemnsnt  of  MMsaehnsetta  alnc«  tho  war  li 
nnonMing  those  HtDMons  dootrines,  190 ;  tbe  prtndpbs 
of  thto  blU  sre  moot  Mfo  for  tbe  nsttonal  trossary,  ISC; 
all  the  srrora  <rf  Masssebnsotls  havo  been  portr^^d  ta 
sombre  colors,  while  her  merits  havo  been  pasaad  ti 
rilenoe,  ISO;  Hslne  baa  been  the  firm  and  nadsvlstlBg 
supporter  of  the  eountry,  IM.  Sm  TmUo>,  voL  S. 

Hj^wxll,  Liwts,  Bopnwcntstlve  from  TlrglnlA,  OlOL 

UAVHAxn,  Jonir,  Bepreseotstlve  from  New  Tort,  SOB. 

HoCOT,  WiLLUX,  OB  snfhrera  by  lire  In  Alenndria,  8SB; 
onDsafandllnmb  Asylums,  408;  mi  the  Tacnbsys  mis- 
sh»,dn;  BepKSsntstivo  fhm  VltBlnfa^ 010 :  wBavs- 
Inttonary  LsBdWRmnto^ttB;  on  tho  case  of  XailgBy 
D'Antorive,  087.  i8s»  /ndeai;  vols.  4,  5,  0,  T,  8. 

HcDovm,  GnoBon,  on  Bontb  Amortean  relations,  T8 ;  rela- 
tive to  sn  smendment  to  the  cgnstltation,  77,  81 ;  en 
the  Psnsms  mission,  818 ;  on  ft«e  Negroes  In  the  District 
of  Colnmbls,  800;  on  the  suffering  Greeks,  SOI;  on 
slavorylnthoDtotriotof  CoInmUa,415;  on  tbo  British 
Oolool8l1Mo,449;  Beproaoitatlvo  from  Booth  Obo> 
IlBa.nO;  on  ths  Bank  of  tho  Unltod  StntM,  OS;  <a 
Trtnae^iont,  080.  iSes  AdMv  vols.  7, 6. 

UoHxTTOti,  Boun,  cm  deeeaae  of  James  Johnaon,  SIf ;  aa 
a  Western  armory,  an ;  BepresentativaframKMitndcy, 
010. 

UolLVAnrx,  JoespH,  decease      fiO&  8a»  Jndt^  vob.  7,  8. 
UolNnia,  BtFFiJS,  Bepresentativo  from  Ue.,  000. 
UoEn,  Jomr,  Beproacntatlva  fron  ClQ.  As 

dM,  vcd.  8. 

HoKbas,  BAinm,  Ssprossntnttvs  from  Pttm,  MNi  Set 
deal,  vota.  7, 8L 

HoKnn.EV,  ,  on  tho  powers  of  tho  Vice  Fnesldont,  SOI; 

on  Internal  Improvement,  040;  on  tha  gmduaUan  of 
the  price  of  public  tond,  048. 

MoLaxk,  Lovib,  reports  sn  appropriation  for  the  Panama 
mission,  48 ;  on  the  Psnsms  miulon,  91 ;  on  the  Oeek 
Trea^,  H9;  on  duties  on  wool  and  woollens,  tn;  m 
tho  Colonlxatton  Society,  488;  on  Uende'a  daia,44i; 
Senator  from  Detawnre,  4*7 ;  on  the  powers  of  tbsTlcs 
Fresldent,  OflT;  on  ths  olalma  <tf  SonUi  Cmn&n,  540; 
on  a  grsnt  vS  land  to  Kenyon  CoUege,  500;  on  tha 
French  Colotdal  trade,  600.  St4  ladtm^  vols.  6,  7, 8. 

HoLxAH,  WiLUAK,  on  the  emlgntlon  of  Indians,  843;  on 
theChleksasw  and  Choctaw  Indians,  410;  Bepments- 
tlvefromOhlo,010;  reportsaUllretotlve  totberemonl 
of  tho  Indians,  aia  A«JM*asTol.& 
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•  blU  nuUng  prorUon  fbr  tli*  pft/nMnt  of  Bnndrr 
dalDu,  ooiuldeTed,4U;  anwadmeat  morcd.  4M ;  ot^etA 
to  create  ft  tribanal  for  mch  cUlmi  u  ktom  Id  oaiis«- 
qnenM  of  th«  Qon-fblfllment  of  Ui«  treatj  with  Spttln  la 
lUt,  4M  i  the  Boom  onght  Bot,  ftt  the  oloM  of  tb«  mmIos, 
to  ba  mlM  npoa  to  tegUlata  opoa  thte  oUw  ctf  elaimi, 
M ;  tUa  elllm  of  a  nsrad  ehtfaoter,  415 ;  laoluded 
|atheprOTUoM«raMtiaa^oreMalOB,4l5;fteta  ra- 
ipaetiiiK  the  «Miu,M5;  Is  this  OoreraoMat  liaUa  to 
make  good  dalme  on  flpaln,  out  at  other  fliada  than  the 
fl*a  mliUau  embraced  In  the  treatj?  MS;  theeqniva- 
lent  for  th«M  oUlms  hu  alread^r  b«en  recelred,  MS; 
eonne  panned  bf  Meade  on  the  conelnilon  of  the  treaty, 
4tf  ;theob!tectlonof  the  CommMoaenTeatedlnpolnti 
vhoUjdlatlitct  tnm  the  teetimODy,  «M;  tt  It  a  claim 
that  had  baen  preeented  prior  to  the  data  of  the  traa^, 
attd  allowad  by  tba  oOleets  of  tha  Spantih  Qoreminent, 
UJ;  reaMiuwbrva  are  bound  to  pay  thla  (Um,M8; 
the  dmmiitances  of  tha  eaaa  are  moet  extraordinary, 
448 ;  hett,  448 ;  If  the  GoTemment  owea  tbla  money.  It 
oof  bt  to  be  paid,  419 ;  reuons  In  &vor  of  the  amend- 
)iiflnt,441l;  droomstaBoee  of  the  eue,  449;  the  delay  at- 
tondlog  the  claims  of  pnbUc  eiodltoiSt  4S0 ;  the  clsim  is 
«mbraoedlnfliatrMttrt4B0;  If  tha  fluid  la  dlsMbntad, 
to  the  axehuloB  of  Mr.  Heade,  shall  ha  loee  Ua  debt? 
400 ;  ameadinaBt  appointing  three  aodltora  of  the  Treas- 
nrj  to  examine  the  evidence,  adopted,  400 ;  the  anfltoese 
of  Conferees  to  become  a  Judge  In  the  case  of  prlrate 
claims,  400 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engroesed,  451. 

MedtUrrantan  Trad«.—SM  Index,  toL  S. 

Mefubert  qf  Ooii^rtm,  appoUUmtnU  ^f.—8t6  Mm,  ToL  B. 

Memorial  qf  Vie*  PrattdeHl  CaVunm,  Ml 

y—w.  Ohasub  Fi  OB  the  New  Creak  'Snakj,  Mtt;  an 
land  claims  In  OUa,8T4;  on  tha  liberia  ageBey.Ml; 
Bepreseatstlva  from  Virginia,  610;  relative  to  oaptnred 
Atrieans,  «4&  Stelndia,  voL  B. 

Ibaviii,  Oxutax,  Bepresentatlve  fh«n  ConnnoeUent,  609. 
AaA(fM\roL8. 

Mttage  on  the  New  Creek  Treaty,  eS6 ;  at  second  eeeelon 
of  19th  Congress,  S66 ;  with  a  letter  from  the  Creek  In- 
dlsns,e99;  at thaflnt seartonof  tbaSOth  CMigrces,  467; 
i^sUts  to  the  Georgia  boandai7  IIbb,  tTS. 

IfaniAvnt  Tkomss,  ob  decease  et  Bobert  P.  Henry,  U9; 
Eepresentstlva  tnm  Sentncky,  610.  Bm  Index, 
vols.  «,  T,  8. 

JdoMpon,  Canal  in      Urritorif  o/— Besolutlon  relative 

to,  oonsldered,  629. 
MiUtary  AoatUmy  and  AeademUt,St*  Inden,  toU.  9, 

M. 

JtOiUiry  Road*.— Bee  Mtm,  vol  T. 

JBOtta  OmrU  JforMoil— In  the  Honta,  an  amendmeat  to  a 
Tesolntlon  moved,  tBil ;  ol^ect  of  tha  leaolntloB,  why 
call  fbr  the  copy  of  s  paper  which  never  did  exist  f  6AT; 
object  of  the  call,  OCT;  impoetible  to  dlsfcnise  the  ten- 
dency of  this  movement,  603 ;  Istltade  of  remsrk  it  gives 
the  Secretsry,  upon  what  may  be  found  on  record  in  the 
department,  609 ;  Implication  of  Madison,  60S ;  nothing 
but  the  tnith  wanted,  609;  oltJeet  to  obtain  Inlbrmatlon 
respecdng  the  dolaohmant  of  mllltla,  of  whldi  tha  sU 
mlHUameB,  amented  at  UoUle,  weta  a  part,  609;  tha 
House  ooght  not  to  net  In  thla  matter  at  aU,  600;  muBar 
of  reasoning  la  the  House,  600;  a  rabject  of  sneh  Im* 
poHanee  ought  not  to  be  smothered,  or  nipped  In  the 
bnd,  661 ;  the  part  of  the  resolntion  pri^MNied  to  be 
atricken  ont,  663;  the  whole  Infbnnstlon  and  corre« 
qpWDdanee  wanted,  60S ;  ehall  thli  information  be  laid 
beAira  the  Hooae,  and  the  public  bo  enabled  to  know 
tha  truth  as  It  tar  668;  the  qoesUon  whether  tha  w 
aeaUoB  of  the  mUidamen  waa  legal  or  not,  Is  one  on 
which  mnch  anxiety  prevails,  668 ;  the  raeointtais,  668; 
adoptadtOigL 


Mi*T»,  Damiml  H.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  OOik 

See  Indeoi,  vols.  T,  8. 
Hius,  Btuu  JL,  on  the  Tasoo  pnrehsee,  9T9.  Bee  Indem^ 

votS. 

Mma,  CsaauB,  on  free  aegroes  In  the  District  of  Colon* 
Ua,  IH;  Ml  ftaa  negnea  1b  tha  Dlstriet  of  CtdomU^ 
607 ;  OB  a  canal  la  IlUaols,  460;  ob  snIKirefs  by  lira  In 
Alexandria, 888;  Representative CromPeBBS^TanliiWlL 

JTMI,  AtoNMmsfU  (f.—See  IndM,  vols.  1, 9. 

Miranda'i  BepediUottj—See  Index,  voL  4, 

MiMieeippt  Riter,  free  naUgatUm  f^.—See  Indtm,  toL  fll 

iffssMppf  fibite.— A« /adeo),  VOL  0.  TarHiary.—a»» 
dm,  vol  4,  TtFT^riet, 

JBe*(mr4.—Se*  Index,  vols.  4,  {1, «,  T. 

MncBut,  Jamu  O,  on  as  amendment  to  dta  eanatltBtlen, 
48;  KapresantatlTa  thim  TeBaaaasa,  nO;  on  latraBol^ 
ment,  680-690.  ^ vols.  T,  8. 

MnoaxLL,  Jons,  BepreesntaUva  from  PsBBiylvaota,  60tL 
Bee  Indtx,  voL  8l 

hfrrcBKu,  Tnoiua  R.,  on  an  amendment  to  the  eonatt- 
tudon,  89 ;  on  dntles  on  wool  and  woollens,  401 ; 
reseotative  tnm  Bonth  Carotins,  610;  on  the  coast 
transportMlon  of  slsvse,  694;  on  the  case  of  MMtg^y 
IT  AntertTo,  6ttl  &sA<1«,toL8l 

Momvel)eelHne.—nMedStal$t«ma  SBmaAmur1ea,»*- 
laUone  Mweeo.— In  the  Hoase,areaolntieB  instnietlag 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belatlooe  to  Inqolre  and  rapert 
on  what  sntbority  our  minister  to  Mexico  stated  that 
the  United  BUtes  have  pledged  themselves,  «oB* 
Bidered,4S;  explanation  of  tberesolntlon,  48;  stotemeat 
of  the  American  mioistcr  at  Mexico,  49 ;  it  Is  said  this 
deolaiatlon  is  an  usoranoe  of  the  Csblnet  here,  49 ;  If  so^ 
ItshooldhakBowBiM;  tbooalyknowB  aathori^lalha 
assertloB  of  PnaldeBt  Monfoa,49;  tha  eommittaann- 
able  to  give  any  Inflmnsthm,  49;  dectorstloDa  made  hi 
obedienee  to  instmetloBS  of  the  Oovemment,  49 ;  tha 
authority  to  the  Preeldent  itf  the  United  8tste^  49;  this 
wonid  be  the  rasntt  of  the  inquiry,  49. 

The  motion  of  an  extraordinary  character,  ;  oeaialon 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Minister,  49 ;  is  the  otiject  of  tha 
resolntion  to  Ond  ont  If  such  instructions  hsd  been 
given  T  49 ;  tha  objoot  la  to  direct  the  attention  of  Coin 
greis  and  of  the  people  to  the  questlou  whether  say  aneh 
pledge  had  been  authorliad  byonr  Government,  DO;  the 
avowal  of  the  pledge  to  the  Mexican  Government  Is  weU 
calculated  to  alarm  the  fears  and  Jealousy  of  the  people, 
CO ;  under  what  drcumstsnees  was  the  pledge  avowed, 
and  what  was  the  relative  sltaatloB  of  the  two  conntries  f 
BO;  If  Mexico  graata  bo  privUegM  In  oonseqnenoe  ot  this 
dedaratlMi  should  we  not  bo  bound  In  honor  and  good 
ftllh  to  earry  tt  Into  effeett  W;  tUa  knowledgo  all-ta»> 
portant,80;  the  pledge  can  mean  BOthlng  mora  than  tha 
deoIaratloB  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  CO. 

Amendment  (rffeied,  63;  accepted,  62;  highly  expedi- 
ent that  the  &eta  of  thU  case  should  be  known,  6B; 
nothing  so  very  slsnnlng  unless  it  be  oonsldered  as  pia> 
paring  the  way  for  a  futore  war,  6S ;  It  might  be  a  seriona 
qnestioB  of  Inquiry  how  forwe  ought  to  take  the  ground 
Intimated  by  Mr.  Mtmroe,  If  all  tha  Enn^ean  Qorem* 
meate  should  lavada  tha  South  Amaricaa  Btatoi,  Bt; 
amendment  oitsrod  to  eUU  upua  the  President  for  tha 
Infornuitloii,  68 ;  important  to  know  whether  the  ooun* 
try  floes  or  does  not  stand  pledged  in  thto  manner,  68; 
what  informatiun  will  a  call  on  the  Preaident  gIveT  68; 
otOeet  to  to  ask  whether  the  MIntoter  had  aatborityfor 
the  kngnage  ha  aaed,  68 ;  bettn  to  go  to  the  pith  of  tha 
thing;  B4 ;  amcBdmaBt  to  the  last  araaadraent  offered,  M; 
It  deOata  tha  Mid  ta  view,  61;  the  r^r  of  the  Baeiatair 
ol  State  to  tha  Mlnbtar  In  Moxteo  may  not  answer  onr 
Inquiry,  M;  let  both  pnpMltlaiM  ataad,  60;  Mr.  Fate- 
■att  wobU  net  hava  naod  aaeh  laagnaia  without  On 
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Mthoritj  of  the  OoTerainuit,  65;  eztnet  ham  a  Utter 
of  Mr.  Cl»7,  tS;  niiMrfcs  upoii  It,  tt;  artdent  no  rach 
pkds«  liM  been  gtveo  is  11UU17  snppoM,  M;  (drcsiutu- 
OM  at  Uw  time  the  deeUntloD  oC  Mr.  HonnM  vHrnade, 
«;  wkitwlUtk«|M(>|d«ortlMDDU«d8latMn]rtsUw 
UnfiMge  of  tbe  Allied  aovenigaa,  H ;  the  Preddent  li  the 
pnqMr  Murce  f»r  tbe  infonmttion  aonght,  91. 

AmpwA  of  the  tneiUoo  befwa  the  Uonee,  <7;  import 
of  the  Uugtuge  <ued  by  Mr.  Polosett,  6T ;  refers  to  the 
UMMgc  of  President  Monroe,  87 ;  ^tvt  of  the  call,  <T ; 
thepreeent  motioa  regretted,  u  It  maj  Imply  a  mmm 
aaanoOearof  tbeOoTMBBMatalMoad  wheronoerann 
WW  Intended,  <8;  mbatueoof  the  deelantton  ariba- 
io«,  68 ;  tbe  Etoeativo  mwt,  on  pnvor  eownlon^  «z- 
pre**  tbe  vtewa  and  wUhea  <rf  the  OoTemment,  16;  the 
belief  of  antborltj  on  the  part  uf  oar  Mluieter  to  make 
that  deolaratloa  rests  npon  the  tutiform  poUcjr  of  the  Kx- 
eootlve  branch  of  this  QoTerament  for  aovenl  moUha 
part,W;  oonraeof  Mr.  Po(naett,W;  letter  of  the  Beore- 
tej  in^octant,  M;  «TldMoa  la  the  doeameau  befim 
01  that  OBT  Htnlatar  wia  not  inlatnltaB  In  the  poUey  of 
tbe  Oonniment, «;  letter  of  Mr.  Salnar,  tbo  peat 
daafet  of  the  mUslua  to  Panama  is  that  our  Govern- 
ment will  pursue  this  poUoy,  W;  this  country  baa  had 
snfflelent  experience  of  the  danger  of  entan^ng  alUan- 
eee,  70 ;  too  late  to  make  ottfecUoos  to  the  deelarattons 
of  Monroe,  TO ;  time  when  the  declaration  was  mada,  TO ; 
DO  pledge  to  any  Qovemment  or  to  any  nation,  71 ;  why 
latUaaald  tobatbepollcyof  tbe  laat  thne  months  In- 
■UadttftbalaattbieeyeafaTTl;  Hr.FoInaatthaaglTen 
BsmohpMcauiaaMad,  n;  wbnt«u  tbePiaaldeot 
dor  71;  tbe  Inqaliy  Aunld  oorac  tba  wbolegnmnd,  71; 
amendment  modified,  7S ;  tb«  dedinthm  does  not  fdedge 
na  to  anybody,  bat  it  waa  made  tuidar  a  sense  «f  oar 
rights  and  that  others  should  remember  them,  TS ;  the 
.  pledge  of  Mr.  Monroe  sboold  be  reeogniied  and  adhared 
to,  7S;  the  qnestioo  la,  wttetber  the  Inquiry  ehall  go  to 
tbe  Gommittao  of  tba  Hovse  «r  to  flte  Prarfdent,  78; 
whar*  la  the  power  mi  tha  pnrt  of  tha  EMOBttn  to  glT* 
■ny  ancb  pM«»  1 78 ;  av  to  tbaae  OoTOfinaaBll  that  be> 
7«Bd  s  deetaratloa  the  EzeoitlTa  baa  no  tl^  to  go,  78 ; 
it  nay  be  a  rety  proper  oeeaslon  for  this  House  to  ex- 
press Its  Tiawaon  the  posture  of  the  country  In  relation 
to  both  oonHnents,  78;  If  any  snoh  plsdga  has  been  given 
by  the  praeent  ExecntlTe^  II  la  contrary  to  his  Tory  last 
net  la  ralaUon  to  the  Boatb  AmerloBa  KepobUoa,  74; 
«by  go  to  tbe  President  r  74 ;  tba  Soorataiy  cf  Btato  Dsea 
iha  «MM  laagnage,  74 ;  bow  <dtn  ban  wo  ban  told  that 
tba  naro  report  of  a  braooh  af  tba  BnaatiTO  D^nrt- 
BMBt  bound  tUs  Hooao  T  7^ 

Tbe  real  point  of  Inquiry  was  by  what  aatbority  onr 
lUnistei  had  made  tUs  deelaratl<n,  7S;  the  eommlttoe 
hare  no  report  to  make,  75;  the  only  constlUtlonal  way 
to  give  a  pledge  is  by  treaty,  TA;  waaaklf  aeoniUta- 
tloaal  pledge  haabaaagtvea,  aadthaonlyftnaworls,Nol 
T<;  tba  taaofaitlaa  aa  anaadad,  76;  adoptad,  m  JS$« 
iVHMHW  JfiMoM,  and  aaa  Atfiak  T<d.  8. 

Xoamc^  Jahm,  ooDMHila  q^Ia  tbe  Hoflta,  tba  bm  flir  die 
laUaf  of  Jamea  Hoaroa,  ooasMored,  SM;  atjaeUona  to 
Itama  of  the  bin,  SM ;  interest  ftmok  out,  SW ;  motion  to 
itriko  oat  the  som  qiproprlated,  SOO;  senrioaa  of  Mon- 
roe, 960;  state  of  tke  negotiation  witii  Franca  on  his 
arrlTal  there,  SM ;  mode  ofapplicatlod  to  the  Fltat  Oon- 
Bol,  StW;  rrsnJt  cf  this  appllcatioa,  Un ;  th«  aeqnlBlti<Hi  of 
Loalaiaaa,IU;  motion  tostrlka  oot  lea^SU;  amend' 
Biaat  of  tba  SaaaU  disagreed  to,  USL  Am  toL  S. 

Moen^  TmoMAt  T.,  an  aaisBdiBaat  to  tiie  amitltntlm,  8T ; 
on  tba  eaaal  roaad  Uoaole  Bhoala,  488;  Kepnaaatatln 
ftora  Kentneky,  6Ub  Aa  AdM^  toL  T. 

Ileoaa,  OAauKi.  F.,  BspwaantatlTa  ftwa  Alabama,  €U. 


JToOer  ^  ONmaodoro  iVry.— £ss  Indm,  T9L  1. 
JToantad  nwvft— Aa  AdMi^  ToL  4 


N 

yatio»at  <»eer*atDrr.-^8se  A<Ia>^  toIs.  »,  & 
!faituvtimMUonLmi)«.—3MlndM,  Tola.  1.1;  4. 
ydvat  A(aW«Am«Mi,  gradual  impmetm^  tW 
Senate,  a  bill  to  pro  ride  for  tba  gradaal  lacicaaa  of  tfa 
MaTy,  ooa<deffad,8M;  pol^y  af  aattliwait  a  fc^  ftr 
tbalnvroTamaatof  tiwNftvybaabera  aotdilUsd 
elcTon  jtm,  884;  tha  amoant  of  apprapriattoa.  baa  n- 
tied  but  tba  prlndpla  baa  beea  hM  aamd,  SH;  aa^ 
views  icapaeUng  the  Navy,  894;  opinkna  at  tke  som' 
meneement  of  the  lato  war,  SIS;  ahown  that  a  nary  wm 
the  cheapeet  and  safest  defenoe  of  Uia  00  an  try,  803 ;  wA- 
Ject  (tf  Dry  Docks,  886;  expense  of  oonatnictioai,  aM;  as 
contem|dated  ImptoTementa  at  MaTy  Tarda,  8S& 

XiualAeadmHr^AOnait^  of  odaaatioa,  SIT ;  ssm 
doobt  If  naval  nan  regain  theaeadf«iitagea,88T;  ciM 
of  elevating  tha  ebaracten  and  imirrmlnf  ttin  miadi  nf 
officeiB,  837 ;  ozani[des  <tf  PcnT,  Daaatn;  asd  lb*  mtm 
of  the  Adonis,  88T ;  oljeet  of  the  Naval  Aeadamy,  StS; 
plan  of  lnatmctlon,Sa8;  details  of  the  appr^»latlaa,8tt; 
is  It  expedient  for  the  United  Statca  to  establlah  aSanl 
AcademyraU;  it  may  be  aiid  that  the  Navy  la  a  mt^ 
aoho(ri,  828;  the  day  la  coming  wbca  the  United  Stana 
tUI  b«  obliged  to  dlspote  for  the  SQpr«ma<7  of  tha  onaa, 
880;  reaeniUaBoaortbabmtotboAIkoFaa.MI;  Otofi 
not  snffldeatly  nndantood,  880;  soarco  cf  t^fj  ^ 
heaving  Tewets  down,  881 ;  aUe  and  careftal  lasaaar  k 
which  the  bUl  has  bean  drawn,  831 ;  reaaona  for  paariag 
tbe  bill  as  It  la,  881 ;  an  academy  as  mneh  roqnlred  to  ba 
attached  to  the  Navy  as  to  the  Army,  SSI ;  oar  states- 
men hare  come  back  to  the  naval  policy  cf  John  Adam*, 
888;  the  portion  relating  to  an  academy  abooUbostrack 
ont,  888 ;  net  a  aewpropaalttoB,889 ;  ^obaMa  oastof  Oa 
astabUahment,  888;  not  nppoaad  tba  aAool  woald  ba 
azpeneiTe,  888. 

MoTcd  to  strike  ont  the  sections  relating  to  a  and 
academy,  888;  most  Insoperable  objections  to  this  pro- 
ject, fonnded  not  only  on  theoretical  apcenlatteas,  hot 
npoB  practical  experience,  888;  views  relative  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  Vest  Pirint,  888 ;  to  what  hot  ex- 
perience and  foetacaa  tba  qoeattoa  be  reHenodt  S8I; 
names  of  diatiagnisbed  men  not  learned  la  a  mUtaiy 
aeadamy,  884 ;  wbo  goaa  to  tbla  InstltntloBr  884; 
from  them  goes  Into  the  army  T  884 ;  why  carry  mDitaiy 
edoeatlon  beyond  the  neceasl^  for  Its  appllcatioa,  latw 
it  was  Intended  to  make  onr  dUaeas  aU  aoMiers  T  SO; 
England  haa  neTer  established  a  naval  academy,  8ti; 
where  were  onr  eminent  oOcersedaentadrSS^;  tbsas- 
tsbUsbment  would  be  filled  by  sou  of  rich  men,  888;  as 
man  could  ba  made  a  good  Beainaa«tBaaGadMnj,8ll; 
tba  aadeavw  to  astabUsb  a  naval  aoadaaj  Ukcfr  to  Je^ 
■fdliafliaMlli^of  tbeeaaeatlai  priadplaa  apcaiMA 
tha  Navy  Is  fonuded,  887 ;  it  to  asked  if  tba  aveala  «f  tha 
fatte  war  do  not  show  a  mUltaty  academy  to  bo  nstln 
aST ;  It  is  said  that  the  sons  of  rich  men  aloaa  want  to  On 
military  academy,  887 ;  error  In  remarks  ralatlva  to  e» 
tain  naval  oOloers,  SS3 ;  doea  It  follow  that  edneatloi  ti 
of  no  ntllity  becaose  soma  men  have  raised  tbemselTM 
by  the  fme  of  natural  genlna,S83;  tba  bill  prasolbM 
who  ifaaU  goto  tbe  naval  school,  888;  If  the iaatltatlea 
la  govai»d  Uka  that  at  Went  Poiat  ItwUl  to  an  plaesrf 
amnaement,  888;  answer  to  replies  to  ol^ectloB^  SM;  b 
this  academy  wanted  at  this  time  f  841;  have  oaratnl 
officers  ever  shown  a  want  of  adenoe  in  the  knoirteiia 
of  their  profeasioal  841;  aaeodoU  of  Mrs.  Tryesi,8U; 
azaiapleof  SatfBnd,8U;flttthar  debate  Stt;  U«Ma 


Digitized  by 


INDEX. 


defldenof  of  ofllMn  that  niggcatAd  the  Idea  of  s  NktbI 
AMdcmjr,  Stt. 

In  th«  HooM,  motion  to  atrlk*  mt  the  unl  And,  w 
rled,4DB;bmiMMd,4n.  Sh  MM,riiiM.U»,\*,8, 
t,  7. 

Vavai  XrpMU.~8M  T»d«B,  rot  T. 
VOLS. 

KavigoHon  Lam.— St*  JMm,  vol  i. 
Vinjf  Tard  at  Pmadtlpkia,  dsbate  reUtlTe  to,  tS9. 
VegroM  Free,  oxportaUon  ttt,  to  tlbwta,  rewlntlon  eoaald- 
•red,  870. 

JTtvnMt  Free  in  Oie  DUtHet  <^  CWwmMu.— In  the  Hoom, 
>  TMolBtlon  of  Inqniir  relative  to  th«  Imprlaonment 
•Bd  of  free  ponont  of  color,  eonaldered,  S6B ;  th« 
OMO  of  UDbert  HmloB,  8tt;  an  old  bnr  «f  IfairlMKl, 
an;  tmooutitatlonal,  8SB;  Ita  eontlnnano*  In  thla  DU- 
tri«t  lmpollUe,8SS;  It  la  ai4aat,SC»;  whrarge  an  ta- 
qulrjr  on  a  aabjeet  of  thla  peonliar  character,  which 
woold  lead  onlf  to  IrriUtlng,  painful,  and  nseleas  dls- 
cnaslonTSCS;  an  extraordinary  doctrine  that  theOov- 
•mor  of  one  SUto  mar  li^tfttUr  be  called  on  to  protect 
dtlzena  of  that  State  vhon  In  other  SUtes,  858 ;  no  aort 
of  ncMaslty  fur  reference  to  a  commlttc«,864;  motion 
tolarontlMta)>loloit,«H;  tho  law  pnbaUr  In  force 
la  tho  IMatriet,  8U;  amendment  morod.  86S;  Uv  (to 
the  aalc  of  ranawaTs  ftir  priaon  fees,  SOB ;  Its  Uatoir, 
803;  oonree  propoaed  bf  the  rcaolatlon  la  nsoal  and 
proper,  «S0;  the  resolatlon  meretf  one  of  Inqatrj',  SCO; 
no  oppoalUon  to  the  reaolatlon,  SM;  objection  to  the 
naotatioo,8U;  the  proposed  Inqnlrr  ought  to  be  Inatl 
tetad  on  prindplea  of  the  moat  obTlona  Juatlce,  856 ;  we 
have  the  lomo  eoatrol  here  that  the  Statea  have  within 
tbdr  Jnriidletioii,  867;  the  jPedoial  prfoona  and  their 
keepon  are  oxtenilTeljr  used  fbr  oanTlng  on  tba  do- 
mestic slave  trade,  «>7;  reaolntlan  of  Ur.  Bandolph  In 
ISIQ,  SOT;  anoh  etateroonts  may  lud  to  erroneona  im 
presalons  elaewhere,  858;  the  form  of  the  reeolotloo  and 
the  accompanying  remarka  calculated  to  produce  ex 
dtoment,  858;  if  such  a  law  la  In  operation,  erery  one 
wenldagree  that  It  ought  to  be  repealed,  8S9;  resola- 
tlon earried,  899 ;  report  irfoomnidttee,  with  a  bill,  87& 

jnvrosa,  kidnapping  ^.—^  Indta,  t«L  1 

yeulrat  StlaUona.—Se6  Indem,  T<>lt»,i,S,t,T. 

JfmaJftteico  and  M—ouri,iHlandtraa*MioMn^^Tn- 
(Tea^ToLa 

JV«e  Orteana,  d^fiaust  <^.—S»t  Tnd«B,  vol.  IL 
HiWTOH,  TnoMAs,  BopreMntatlve  from  Virginia,  096;  ad- 
ministers the  oatli  to  the  Speaker,  810.  ^ /ndco^  vols. 

Il8,4,^^1.& 

JNagara  8tifinrt.St»  TnOar,  Tob.  S-Sl 

BoiLt,JAim,on  tha  road  In  Mkihlgaa,S8S;  on  Ibe  grad- 
ual Inqwovanent  of  the  Navr,  S83;  Senator  from  In- 
diana, MT;  on  school  lands  In  Indiana,  4T8;  on  the 
decesse  of  M^or  Oeneral  Brown, C2fl;  on  tho  appropria- 
tion liir  the  visitors  at  West  Point,  088 ;  on  Internal  Im- 
proTemdot,  OlT;  on  the  bill  for  tho  nllef  of  3ln.  Brown, 
Bfi&  See  Indtm,  vols.  9,  fl,  T,  & 

JTM'Xi^orlatloiimJbralgn  Cottimu.— Ad«^  ToL  4 

JTiM-SnportaUom^Sf  htdn,  vols,  i,  i. 

lioii-InUrc<mr%t.—Sf  InUreourte. 

Jton-BtdSmU  Land  to  ArkantaK-^ta  the  Hooao,  a  Un 
rslstlfo  to,  oonalden»d,S54;  this  law  will  derange  the 
whole  revenne  system  of  Arkansas,  S54 ;  and  oonanma 
the  whole  tax  on  non-reddents' hinda,  294;  the  law  of 
Ariunsss,  SS4;  features  of  this  bill,  354;  other  objeo- 
ttoBS,  SSS;  postponement  moved  and  lost,  805;  blU  or- 
dsnd  to  a  tUid  reading;  SHL 

JMIsns  JtoHsdcHir  mnOtr  tkt  Tna*^  </  0kmU.~8»t 


2roFA'WMiQ>aet,ta9aaratUmitf.-8e»Inan,'f>^^*^''  »•» 
HvOKOua,  William  T,  BepresentatlTe  fixm  8<  >*" 

Una,  IIOl  ^  ordtnaiy 

lies  of  pro- 
ration of  a 
O  And  nelgh- 

«oderbad 

Oaxut,  ImauM  9^  BeprewnMin  ftom  Kow  To^  axolto. 

InOm,  voL  1.  ti  oerapf 

O'Bun,  JauHiAK,  BepreaentatlTe  ftom  Ualna,  ffvgament, 
QDloa,  a  certain,  inquiry  rupetMng.-^See  /iwfsa^i^t****"' 
Oeevpfing  (^aimant  Zav>t.-~8ee  Indeta,  toL  8.  niMlon  of 
Officer*  <if  tKe  Crtitom».—8M  lndeg\,  vol.  7.  ot^oet 
qgUere  ttf  Ue  AwoMton,  debet*  on  relief  to,  887  ^  ^ 
QSIev%r»mowU<if.—S*aInd«Ki,ro\.-L  t»n,148;  tho 

Qffioet,  pluraUig  ^.—As  Indtm,  vol  8.  F>n>e,  148;  the 

<»*»ataUGMnmmt,~8mIkdmt,^%  /rilata rtvaet- 
(MtoM«e4rinT.-^a«JM«i^TOls.8^4,     tbo  mort  vital 

8,  Jdsemrl  aba. 
(Means  7brrMorv.--,Ssa  Indm,  voL  4,  7  •he  dellbentlDn  of 
Oan,  Boanar,  Jr.,  Bepresentatlre  boa       ^proprtatlon  to 
iSse  7<Kte^  Ttri.  8.  ^  Panama  T  160;  tho 

Own,  QaoBSB  W.,  on  tho  emignti-  J*  to  the  spirit  of  tlia 
Deaf  and  DnmbAayiuma,  408;  <th  the  nolfom  usage  of 
«iety,487;  Bepresentttlve  frot^*>>>Mtl>Ml>Mnftltfaim 
ansa  of  Marigny  D'ADtarive,  4!^'      Imob  preamtod  ta 
Ration  of  the  eoaunlttee, 
t^rUtod  provided  It  Is  ex- 
p      provided  the  amendmenta 
/  tho  nUaalon,  151 ;  Ita  ob- 
Patnttngt    the  prtmetpal  soMt^oant  of  the  novelty  of  the 
Indeu,  vol.  fi.  ,  that  it  is  a  departure  Arom 

ItHmtlmgt,Ilietorieal-la  ih»'B<'*f  *^  doenments,  1S8; 
to  i  historical  pointing  ttf  th^ «  wlut  ts  their  plain 
Mnalriorod,88B;  the  polt^of  •^(•''^'•noefroBialttoad, 
bnlMIng,  887;  tbo  BatUsof  Ne^UoB,  154;  other  nbjeoli 
tiflil  eA«^  (fAwore  in  the  adenotl  ■  system  of  southern 
ston  designated,  887 ;  no  reason  '"^^  prolbnnd  caution, 
be  ezclnded,  688;  amendment  ma.Oi  156;  are  the  peq>I« 
Uon  of  the  Bartftird  Convention  in  >UinaeM  with  the 
bo  pUoed  by  the  side  of  this  pain..**  P<^>'t  158 ; 
relaUve  to  the  artist,  888;  onr  naval  « ^*>"tfl>« ilU- 
to  iimie  Botio^  «8»;  anendmant  moved,  C*^*^  cdfeadn 
torleoandoxplDiU  ahoald  also  ba  emnmem  $>Uu>eewlth 
motion  to  embnee  naval  vlotorioa  lost,  fr.  ^  <>" 
amendments  loot,  640;  resolution  lost,  840l  *iald^lB 
Panama  Mitit>n.— In  the  Hoooe,  a  bill  reported  maWi>^» 
spproprietloB  to  cany  Into  eO^t  the  mlsrion  to  Panrnj?*'* 
48;  leport  fromtheUommltt«eonFiiTelgiiBelation8,48;*^ 
reaoltttlon  that  It  is  inexpedient  to  s^roprlate  the  fhnito 
Moamawy,  48. 

SesolBtlon  that  His  htozpedlent  to  appropriate, eon- 
«dered,M;  amendments  propoaed, 90 ;  debato,  «;  tho 
ueasore  to  which  the  laeolutloo  nlatea  la  whtrily  novel 
and  nnpreoedentad,  «1;  a  sol^eet  oniAiditha  HoQta 
cannot  be  left  too  free  In  its  dellbeiatioaa,  9S;  tho  tlmo 
has  arrived  in  which  this  House  Uealled  upon  to  ezpre« 
an  opinion  upon  some  of  the  topics  connected  with  thla 
mission,  09 ;  it  wlU  not  do  to  trust  this  message  as  do- 
algaed  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opinion  of  thin 
nation  Into  the  cause  of  these  goveroments,  89 ;  the  ro- 
■WaaeaimpUod  latitat  threat  Is  now  to  be  a  matter  of 
fbrmal  and  pnbllo  dlaeaaslon,  SB;  tbe  CoBfreaa at  ^ni^ 
ma,  98;  tho  aottled  polloy  of  this  oonatir  baa  baea  aot 
only  paclBc  and  neutral,  but  to  avoid,  as  thr  asposslbla,  aU 
participation  In  the  eoncems  of  other  powers,  all  poUtt* 
oal  connectlona  and  entangling  olHanoes,  98. 

Tfae  effect  of  this  amendment  is  to  give  Instructtons  by 
this  House  to  a  (breign  minister,  94;  the  House  la  not 
called  on  to  act  beyond  making  the  appropriation,  M ;  tf 
tba  Hooao  was  of  oplnloa  that  a  wnac  eoma  bad  bMn 
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©f  Mr.  ytion  (a  takliif  the  pnqnr  nspoulbUltr  from  tha 
pEedga  ^tlvfl.  «S;  when  «  diplonutle  miMlon  h»  been  re- 
oai  at  t^Dd«d  br  the  Preeldent,  ud  hea  reoelved  the  suic- 
tt;  wh%'  the  Senate,  It  oni^t  to  be  bd  extrame  cue  that 
wtnut  or  JnMUy  the  Houje,  In  reftuing  means 
prop*'  TTJ the  mlMion  Into  effBet,W;  if  the  Unltwl  SUtee 
AqMi  M  ttUA  and  Intereatad  motlTea  ezolnalvely,  oar 
«f  tb«  ,y  voiM  hav*  beaa  to  paipataato  Um  Bonl  and  po- 
IMMSJ  degndatfan  of  Bpaalili  Amerin,  «6;  we  stood 
^  P'^^xMt  In  FMognlxlng  them,  t9 ;  an  we  prepared  to  ad- 
on  an  OitiBt  this  aet  vae  the  remit  of  traailent  feeUng  1 95 ;  It 
itld  toplca  an  to  be  dlionsMd  at  Panama  which 
roe,  <S;.,aiiipronUaa  the  Ugh  iDtereeta  of  tUa  nation,  H;  b 
pnee  the  g  mlMion  demanded  bj  Uf  h  and  Important  eon- 
ImU^     «nu  bearlog  dlreetlr  on  the  epedal  Interesta  of 
thatdeolarftifM;  tbeneanbe  bat  om mtlmeat  on  tUe 
Matin  bru(^hliUDlM,M;  la  nitftlM  mMu  abwdstrir 
paat,«;  MDA^s  dMragttd  to  oaraaft^andlBtarfitBr 
tuT  Important, »  <,r  the  meaeage  on  thla  toplo,  07;  the 
w  that  onr  llinl»^ad  ap^n  to  give  an  «pnMkni  of  ita 
theGovernment,*expedlenoyofUiiainlMlon,«8;dntjof 
danger  of  the  mlaiiUflt  oooaeionB  topronoimce  theiudg- 
mentwUi  punoo  t*fc  upon  meaenrei  perfected  w  oontem- 
ntOolent  aq^eriaBoe      ferelga  nlationa  of  Ui«  Dnitad 
to;  too  laU  to  m«on  of  the  ame&dmeBt  would  goto 
of  Uoan)«,IO;  time  wlbrae    «Br  d^loiiMM|]r«  andparOoo- 
n»  pledge  to  aaj  aoveitunlted  Bbrteo  with  regard  to  Onta ; 
le  thla  Mid  to  be  the  pci  floor  U  bold  enoogh  to  wleh  theae 
staad  of  tlM  laet  thne  j'seed,  oooddared,  and  the  aUlanoe 
no  such  pledge  as  Is  sta»that  it  to  uoooitltnttoiial  flur  tUa 
dotTl;  the lnqulnrsh>thisform, with thee»oaUTepowen 
amendment  modified,  Th»;  to  the  final  and  permanent  aoo- 
na  to  anjbodf,  bat  It  a  1>  tba  Spaalih  Oidonles,  Uito  Con- 
tl^taaiHl  that  otbMiiatlraawaBaeeeMifr, »:  wbatorer 
.  ptidga  of  lb.  Hoaioa  of  tUa  SMBonUa  pl•ds^  tho  Span- 
to,  7S;  tlwqiMMioBliiudentHdaadbaUonuoonmlt- 
tba  Committee  of  tif  leaTo  the  gorenuDom  of  the  Uidlod 
vbentothepoweu,e»;  suppoea  the  MtmfskUrit  bad 
any  sach  pledge  tlgmOtmatk  now  declare  w^  In  defknoe 
JonA  a  dedaratJgn-lGan  Ubertjt  IM;  the  pollUoal  ooodltion 
It  majr  be  a  Te|tQ  tern  the  astdeot  of  dlMMi<»,  and  to  to  be 
praM  Ita  TiaeS ;  oWaoli  of  thto  Congna  girea  ^ktolljr  ^ 
to^<9«nKMflUorOokmbla,100;  the  prinol^  ed* 
^  tlu  ibM,  IW ;  wbat  b  Uh  molotlon  BOW  beftM  w  but 
Ivtraetlooa  or  aeml-iaatraetlanB  for  our  mtntot«a  that 
whmtogotetheOongfMi  atPaumaf  101;  tfthoHooaa 
haro  the  right  to  loetruot,  they  bare  the  right  lo  Im- 
peach  tor  dtoobedleoea  of  tutnuUoni,  101 ;  the  Honse 
has  not  any  partldpatlon  in  the  treaty-making  power, 
101;  ooutmcUon  given  to  the  eonstttoUon,  101;  thto 
nadBttoB  ought  not  to  be  oonpled  with  oonstitntlon* 
wUehw«banBooOBditl(natoliDpoae,Utt;  UtouUto 
be  lovortaiit  that  we  ikovld  bo  ropraatotod  at  Paaana 
■a  Ngardi  our  pdltleal  aad  ooramanial  tateroBl^  IW; 
the  plenipotonttoriei  ean  eater  into  no  negotiation  on 
iMhalf  of  their  dlflBrest  gorenmento  as  reguds  their 
retotloni  with  fonign  power*,  108 ;  artlole  of  the  treaty 
between  Colombia  and  Chill,  108;  what  objects  an  to 
ba  attained  by  eeBdlng  ministers  to  Panama!  108;  In 
what  oiVasltr  asd  with  wfeat  powan  an  ttugr  to  Mlood  r 
lOB;  whan  anwa  tolook  fcrtha  poweta  they  an  to 
poMOMt  lOB;  tha  tnattoa  an  UmIi  diart«>,lHi  It  to 
Mid  warn  to  Mud  oarXlatotantoadvlaaBitd  ooaralt 
101 

Amendment  ofllned,  101 ;  tho  condition  oC  the  Islands 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bloo  to  be  dlaeoased,  to  a  moot  im- 
portantsntilMt  to  us,  lOD ;  anppoee  the  indapendenoe  of 
Onba  to  be  olbotod  wtthoot  an  attempt  <tf  a  part  of  ite 
popolation  to  attda  the  aeoendeitey,  would  not  that  part 
ifl«ifC9«latloaboMH«dfrBi,Bei&thaBottthljiMil- 


oaai^UIeat  lim-  nnt  ■  rnlri  flnm  tlHi  fTiiiilh  naflif  > 
be  nisad  Bgainst  thto  mtaatan,  lOS;  rtewi  In  the  Bl» 
sage  retoUve  to  Caba,10ft;  the  real  motires  which gvr- 
ern  In  thto  case,  106 ;  the  meeenre  propoaed  la  an  a^ 
knowledged  departure  from  the  nnlform  and  aeOM 
policy  pnrsaed  by  thto  Govenmunt  in  timea  peat,  HI; 
It  beoomea  ns  to  weigh  this  measure  well  befiire  w«  gin 
It  the  imvocable  sanction  irf  our  Totes,  100;  is  drrtdlag 
the  qnaetlMi  befbn  ni^  wa  mast  loA  exdadvel7  to  Oa 
iottinsle  merits  of  the  uMasore  Itseli;  or,  in  other  waid^ 
to  the  charaeter  of  the  ottjects  to  b«  sccompUahed,  Iff; 
If  Ulntoters  are  sent  to  the  Co&greaa  at  Panama,  o«r 
Government  to  committed  to  take  part  in  its  deGboca- 
tlooa  nUtive  to  objects  kept  in  tbo  backgroond,  IK; 
the  tenns  of  the  Invitation  sent  to  ns,  and  the  terms 
Ito  aocaptanoe,  108;  these  satdecto,  bowever  tbcy  mtf 
bara  been  kept  oat  of  sight  recently,  sre  the  prine^ 
If  not  tha  only  subjects  in  which  oar  parCicipMtaik  wm 
deaind  by  the  States  who  Invited  oar  attondanca  at  IV 
nama,  108;  the  reenlt  of  our  participation  In  tbcec 
Jecto  at  the  CoogreM  will  be  the  adoption  of  measans 
endangering  the  fbtiire  peace  of  the  country,  !€•;  the 
principle  of  reetotsnce  by  force  to  already  agrMd  npei, 
109;  in  OUT  dlpiomatio  intereoorae  with  the  Spadah 
American  States  the  Seentaiy  of  State  has  treated  mi 
held  ont  to  them  certain  vagae  and  oracalar  hhiiimiIiw 
In  a  meassge  of  tha  lata  PrcaUont,  aa  a  pledge  on  tti 
part  at  the  United  States,  net  to  permit  any  Inteffiatais 
of  the  Earopean  powers  In  tha  war  between  them  sal 
the  mother  oooatry,  109;  atatement  of  oar  M^n^r^^J  to 
ICezloo  to  that  Government,  109;  what  will  probably  W 
the  natan  and  elhct  of  theee  8tipnlatl<Mia  witb  rcgarf 
to  the  United  SUtes,UO;  what  are  the  views  of  on 
own  QoTermnsntT  110;  what  the  Piealdeat  suggwt^  k 
nfeienee  to  the  sn1)]eot  of  intazftmnoe  ftom  ahnad  «tt 
tha  aflUia     Spanlah  America,  110;  it  may  be  aaid  than 
to  BO  nason  to  i^probend  tha  Inteiftnnoe  which  1th 
propoaed  to  denonnce  to  the  world,  111;  it  may  be  arid 
the  President  does  not  express  a  positive  opinira  ttat 
theae  measnres  ought  or  wiU  be  adopted  by  the  Coagrcas 
at  Panama,  111 ;  a  qoletos  Is  foand  for  ail  our  spprehaa- 
slona,  la  the  assnranoes  of  the  President  that  "no  alB- 
anoes  will  be  eontnetod,"  and  la  general  "nothlagidi 
bBdMWlMompattblewlthonrBaatnll^,"Ul:  tanta 
tbe  advioa  «C  WatUi«ton,  111;  one  would  tidnkOrt 
langoage  so  plain,  so  dear,  so  oneqaivocal,  eonld  not,  Vy 
say  Ingsnoity  of  oonstmetian,  be  tortored  into  a  lauam 
mendatlon  or  approval  of  "political  connections  with 
fbreiga  nations tha  very  thing  against  which  It  waned 
ns,  lis ;  another  argnmeot  nrged  In  Avar  of  thto  polU* 
aal  oonneetlon  with  Spanish  America  to,  that  we  owe  K 
to  the  canse     liberty,  118 ;  thatby  ddngao  we  wHIb^ 
enn  their  good  will,  which  to  highly  Important  u  m, 
bothlnaetHnmerelaland  poUtleal  view,  118;  the  reaalt 
of  oar  past  efforts  to  eoaelliate  tha  good  wfD  and  aibe- 
tlou  tf  these  new  States  affords  but  little  groand  to  bapa 
fbrsnccMS  In  the  experiment  sow  proposed,  ]]4;  can 
the  elemenU  of  discrepancy  be  mitigated  or  haimi«tBed 
by  any  system  irf  political  conneotloat  114. 

The  amendmenta  are  nothing  mon  nor  leas  thsa  n- 
strlotlona  attempted  to  be  imposed  npoo  the  ooasUta* 
ttonal  power  vt  the  President,  115;  It  to  nnwtoe  thstwa 
ahoold,  by  an  Interference  In  the  form  of  advice^  dt> 
mlnisb  tliat  re^Modbillty  which  the  oonatitiitia*  hM 
placed  on  the  Ezecatlve,  aad  on  the  Seaata^  UsadrlM% 
IIB;  if  It  be  proper  fur  us  to  express  onr^rtafoasoa  the 
detalto  <tf  thto  mlasloa,  have  we  not  a  rt^t  lo  demand 
alt  the  Information  upon  which  the  Presldeat  bbnadf 
baa  aeted,  119 ;  oooslder  the  aatoie  of  the  lavitaSoa  « 
hareieodved  from  tha  npaUleior  SoathAawfieBto 
be  npreseated  In  thto  OongnMb  lUi  tba  lU  of  Wag 
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dtminifatowUii^laganiuuMillC;  boworerimllmltAd 
the  powers  lUnlaUri  who  campoM  thli  Cosgrew, 
tiM7  tuYC  DO  torroTB  ftv  tu,  IK;  It  lua  bMn  looUUd 
that  If  ve  MBd  MaMtn  m  an  oMnmlttod  to  t«ke  p«rt 
in  tlu  doUbenthws  of  tho  CoognM  ooDowotOf  aa  alU- 
SBM,  UT;  proof  dut  tlwM  Ctonniunnte  baro  bo  vl(bt 

tolM^flWHiontulToudilefeuimmiuoivllTi  *l>o» 
Bopoblki  will  b»T«  no  mum  «f  eompltlnt  •gainst  na, 
UT ;  the  otilMtloii  to  neh  t  eonne  of  agreeiDeat  ia  thmt 
It  wonld  b«  d«p«rting  from  tiio  poUojr  wUftb  Wulilng- 
too  noomDunded,  taA  to  whlob  w«  b»v«  atrioUjr  Bd- 
herod  firom  tta«  tstt  oMnmoaeemeDt  of  tbe  QorArnmeDt, 
IIT ;  Is  then  ooe  who  woold  hare  uld  1«m  tima  Mr. 
Monro*  In  168^  or  who  woold  now  uy  Umt  118;  the 
eoadltloo  «r  tho  Ubndt  of  Cuba  iBd  Fwto  Sloo^  116. 

HamtlTOOf  Um  etmumtnuM  IneUrat  to  thli  nea»- 
vro  from  the  momeitt  the  loTltedon  wee  tendered  to 
tide  Ooremment  to  eend  Ulnlstere  to  PeBama  down  to 
the  period  when  the  Prealdent  thonght  lit  to  transmit 
Ue  oMaaage  tu  this  House,  196;  the  President  attempts 
to  prove  that  onr  nnlUng  la  the  deliberations  nf  thla 
OMigraM  does  not  Import  en  alUsoee  with  the  powers 
titer*  to  be  aasemUed,  13B;  It  now  ^pean  that  we  are 
to  flo  to  Paauna  Ibr  Am  pnp«M  of  nuUnc*  dedaratkn 
tbaflnappUeatloB  to  oar  own  tottltoiTV  w*  wUt  per- 
mit DO  euIoDlSBtlon  on  tbe  part  of  aaj  fordgn  power," 
IM;  remaps  of  the  President  relatlTe  to  the  alave 
trade,  180 ;  to  Haytl,  181 ;  probaUHtf  that  by  OOT  oonnaela 
peaoa  and  traaqnilllty  may  be  saonred  In  Cabaaud  Porto 
Bloo,  189 ;  this  AdmlnUtrstion  has  abandoned  all  right 
andpretextforinterfsreDee,  US;  Am  danger  Is  not  saffl- 
deDttoantboriuonrgiriBg  to  wartoprerent  aorBBTo- 
pean  aatiM  bnt  Bpala  boMlug  (Mm,  IM;  wahad  batter 
l/taf  mtnf,  and  aet  iBdependentlr  of  the  CoBgrsae  «f 
Fsnama,  lU;  has  the  President  beaa  nlndftil  oftbe  ad* 
Ttee  of  WaahlngtoD  T 1S4 ;  tbta  adTlee  aad  tbe  dedamtlMi 
of  Monroe,  185;  thia  whole  aoheme  of  ^ttlog  our  own 
to  stand  on  foreign  ground  li  epp"*^  ^  ^  aettM 
polk7  of  tbe  coontrj-,  18& 

TUa  Bonao  is  morallr  bosnd  to  TOte  the  aaUrlaa  of 
IDalater*  who  bsT*  been  ooaatltnttoDallj'  ereated  b/  the 
VresldeDtnd  Sonata^ udaM In axbome  «aMa,lsr;  tho 
•atstttatlonal  obligation  to  prortd*  te  »  Ulnlstcr  Is 
•qoallj  strong  as  that  to  oany  Into  effect  a  treaty,  18T; 
a  historical  view  at  oor  relations  with  the  Sonthem  Be- 
pnbUes,  U6;  tho  doonmenti  show  soSdent  reasons  f)r 
the  adoption  of  tbe  amondments,  189;  the  President  has 
thought  It  better  this  conntry  ahonid  Inoar  the  danger 
of  becoming  eTentosllj  a  party  to  this  alllanea  than 
stand  alone,  140;  h*  deems  it  within  the  eonstltotlonal 
oonpetenea  ti  tbo  SmesUr*  to  aaad  MlDlalm  to  Fan»- 
B%140;  bepatthoaealoroonlMsDoeapoatbe^ooeed- 
Inga  of  the  Senate,  141 ;  bestateaoneohjeetofaooeptlug 
the  Invitation  was  to  Indtioe  the  Sonthem  nations  to 
obsnge  their  religion  and  tntroduee  toleratloD,  141 ;  It  la 
aald  that  theae  amendments  Imply  a  want  of  eonlldene* 
Is  the  Exeentive,  141 ;  the  Tsst  Importanoe  of  Onba  to 
the  United  Butea  may  not  be  gwurally  known,  141 ;  Uta 
BtUl  mor*  Important  In  a  potttleal  than  a  oomnefdal 
Tlaw,  14S;  tbe  voetaMte  that  Oaba  wonU  ptwnt  If 
(Mombla  and  Hwtlea  afcoold  attempt  to  toridalloiils* 
It,  MS;  the  qmatlon  «t  aUTery.  MS;  It  la  lald  the  ob- 
Jeola  at  tUa  OoagrMs  are  Imperfectly  known,  and  Ita 
powon  Indlstlnetly  defined,  148 ;  no  greater  danger  of 
analUanc*  being  formed  throogh  the  medium  of  this 
mMon  than  throngh  tho  medlmn  of  onr  Ministers  In 
floath  America,  148;  the  MoBro*d*etrIne,  144;  the&ta 
of  the  island  of  Oaba  aa  eraaaaled  with  this  qoeatlon, 
114;  Us  nltlaato  daattaiy  la  ofvnt  Importanee  tona, 
14B;  who  AM  oonaeeted  Onba  with  thbDiiailoDTUBL 
nafintqpuOon  te  tho ooDatltattowd power «r tUa 


Honse  to  grant  or  reAiae  the  appropriation,  146;  the 
present  case  is  not  one  of  a  demand  on  ns  fbr  tbe  eieon- 
tlon  of  a  b^ty,  nor  is  it  precisely  that  of  an  ordinary 
appnqtriatloa  for  the  payment  of  tbe  salariee  of  pre- 
existent  «aieen,14T;  it  will  eanae  tbe  onltlTatton  of  a 
^irlt  of  amity  aad  good  feeling  between  as  and  nelgh- 
bMS  with  whom  we  nnat  naBtaaarlly  be  on  good  or  bad 
terms,  147 ;  he  who  does  not  feel  with  patriotie  0X0110- 
Uon  the  prond,  tbe  dignified  place  that  w*  shall  oooo^ 
on  this  occasion,  can  nerer  be  coDrlnoed  by  argument, 
147;  who  are  they  who  have  given  na  this  Invitation T 
14T ;  the  advantage  to  tbe  worid  from  the  discoaelon  of 
liberal  principles  of  International  law,  148;  the  object 
of  goDoral  nature  to  be  disoossed  at  tbla  meeting  la  the 
protoetbn  itf  prirato  property  on  the  ocean,  148;  the 
dtoeoBrfoBBoathedeelaratlOBa  of  Mr.  Monroe,14B;  tho 
a^owledgment  of  f  ranee  and  Great  Britain  roqioot- 
ing  oor  decUrattona,  148 ;  the  aabject  of  the  noat  Tttd 
Importanoe  of  all  Is  tbe  condition  of  Cnba. 

The  main  qneetion  presented  for  tbe  dellberatioa  of 
tbe  eommlttee  is,  shall  we  make  the  ^proprladon  to 
defray  the  expense  of  a  mission  to  Panama  f  ISO ;  tb* 
amendments  proponed  are  hostile  to  the  fiMt  of  tbo 
oonetUatloii,  and  at  vailanoo  with  tho  onlAirm  naaga 
ttoHooae^lU;  aoma  embamaament  has  been  felt  fMm 
the  manner  in  whieh  the  sobleot  has  been  presented  to 
as,  100;  tbe  report  and  reeolntlon  ti  the  committee, 
100 ;  the  money  sbsll  be  approprlsted  provided  it  Is  ex- 
pedient, and  It  Is  expedient  provided  the  amendmeata 
are  adopted,  151 ;  character  of  the  mission,  161 ;  Its  ob- 
jects, lOS;  some  object  on  acoonat  of  the  novelty  of  tbo 
mlstlon,U6;  others  eomptaln  that  It  la  a  departnre  from 
fennar  osac^  US;  the  maaaag*  and  dooomo&t^  U8; 
the  snljecla  of  dlaraasloa,  U8f  what  la  Uielr  plain 
meanIogtl54;  the  restating  of  IntorfereDce  from  atvoed, 
IM;  tbe  principle  of  colonisation,  151;  other  snbjecta 
of  disensalon,  105;  in  adopting  a  syatara  of  sonthm 
p<dlticB  we  shonld  obaerre  tho  moat  profonnd  oaatku, 
105;  tbe  wamlngi  oi  Washington,  106;  are  tbe  peoplo 
of  thia  ooantry  willing  to  entor  into  alUaaeea  with  the 
rspnbtlea  of  Booth  Amerloa  on  tboae  two  points,  156 ; 
what  grooad  Is  there  for  these  fears  of  entangling  aUt* 
anecarUT;  wbyahoaldUMydaBlraaaaUlaDeotrffeaalT* 
and  defensire  with  na  1 157 ;  they  ne«d  no  alllanoe  with 
OB,  157 ;  it  Is  slltf^  that  on*  language  haa  been  hold  on 
tbe  other  side  of  the  water,  and  another  on  this  ride,  in 
regaid  to  Cuba,  158;  tbe  views  presented  to  Eoaria,  108 ; 
polnU  upon  whIeh  negotlatlone  for  peaoe  bav«  been  oon- 
daeted,l58;  It  Is  oar  IntefMt Out OaU ahoaU  noMln 
salt  is.  1». 

Only  two  qntatfawa  fer  mr  deeialon;  lint,  whethor 
ttds  Hooaa  wni  aasnme  tbe  TBspoaslblll^  of  wtthhoMlat 
the  ordinary  qtpropriatlon  for  carrying  Into  eflM  an 
exeentive  measare  which  the  £xeoatlve  Department 
has  oonstttottonatly  InsUtnted;  second,  whether.  If  It 
wilt  not  withhold  the  appropriation.  It  will  yet  take  the 
nqtonsibaity  of  Interposing  with  its  own  (pinions,  dl- 
leedons,  or  Instmctltm^  aa  to  tho  manner  In  wUoh  tbla 
partlealar  exeeotlTe  meaaof*  ahall  bo  eoodoeted,  106; 
^TOtlBc  the  Mbries  In  Oo  ordlasiy  w^  vo aasono 
no  raaprosIUUty  whatmr,  166;  If  we  wIthheU  tho 
ordinary  meaoa  do  w*  not  ineor  a  heavy  r*q>ona!bllttyr 
166;  it  Is  nsdees  labor  to  diseoM  tb*  kind  of  power 
which  tbe  House  holds  In  theoe  esses,  160 ;  It  la  onr  flw 
tnne  to  be  called  npon  to  act  onr  part  at  a  moat  tnter- 
ottlng  era  in  human  aSUia,  160;  this  Is  a  ml^tytero- 
Inttoi,  160 ;  to  many  rejects  tbe  Ennpean  and  Amarl* 
eaa  nations  are  aUka,  161;  It  la  aald,  that  the  topio 
Booth  Am«4oan  ladeptadiDoa  la  worn  aot  and  thread* 
bare,  la ;  a  Ilngoriaff  and  h^daat  war  k  op  nplMt 
fluM  State*  hr  8p>I^  Ittik  laaaked,  UTK  liMta 
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bTMeh  of  MatraUtr  for  lu  to  teod  HlnUUra  t«  ft  Con-  I 
(rcM  Qompoted  wbollj  of  b«lUK«rcDU,  14t;  the  Bepn- 1 
nntstlTM  of  tha  Bonth  Anwricu  Stucik  M  bttwMB 
ttflBMln^  wfll  powM  dlpiomfttie  powsm.  IQ :  tk«  lU- 
dmdoB  at  tha  PrMldrat  In  IMS,  Itt:  the  UnpottaM 
pontinl  mwtaU  that  M  to  that  tUdmiion.  or  aoeoai' 
puM  It,  m;  It  hM  bMB  hM  to  bftto  Imce  ftl»M  aad 
TC(aa  dMUnttod,  1(8 ;  the  MBtiment  wbleh  It  Inqilrod 
wu  not  oonflnod  to  oor>elTM,lSI;  it  niarttMQOuiJared 
U  foanded  ob  oar  lights,  ud  to  ipring  Dulnly  froin  »  re- 
fud  to  tbetr  preaenstlon,  IM ;  Uut  maaage  fbrmod  ■ 
bright  paf*  ta  oar  htotory,  IH;  how  doM  It  happen  ilutt 
thm^omld  BowbcanohaiwvlMroBthaMil^Mtaf  thto 
doelantloB  f  164 ;  rMnarks  oa  tho  totjoiit  of  Cab«,  IM ;  It 
b  aafd,  that  If  Spoio  ahould  make  a  Tohmtaiy  tiuibr  of 
thia  Uoad  to  UKithar  pirw«r,  we  afaonld  hare  do  rl^t  to 
ist«rfere,  IH;  the  gnxiiid  of  aioeptton  la  aelf-preoerra- 
Uon,  lib;  the  Praaldeot  b  chargvd  with  inoonalatenor, 
and  in  order  to  make  this  ont  public  daapatcbce  ara 
rMd,  which  mtUtata,  It  la  lald,  with  «aeh  other,  ISO; 
what  aro  the  1 160 ;  palna  bava  bean  lakao  to  prove 
that  tha  maaaaro  mv  la  coBitderatioii,  and  Indeed,  the 
whole  poller  of  the  OoTOnmwBt  reapectiog  Sonth 
America,  ia  the  niiban>r  raavlt  of  the  loflneDea  ot  a 
gentleman  ftmnerlj  llUiag  the  ehalr  of  thU  Hoaea,  IM; 
we  are  told  that  the  oonntrj  la  deluded  aad  deeelred  hjr 
eebalUUa  word*,  1«;  theae  Statea  are  called  to  meet 
dittcnlUee  each  aa  neither  we  nor  onr  tUhen  encooa- 
tered,  1<T ;  a  da^  of  solemn  rctrlbaUoa  aow  tUU  the 
oaee  prond  moaaroh;  of  Bpaln,  167. 

To  the  Eieontlvo  has  the  cnutltaUoa  oooflded  the 
Bole  and  esclosive  aaparlataDdenee  of  oar  Jbrelgn  rela* 
tioBit  IIT ;  great  dlretslty  of  opinion  aa  to  the  ol^jeeU  of 
this  OoB^eai^lST;  U  la  aald,  tbe  mere  act  of  sending 
rtpreaentatlTea  eaunot  eommit  the  neotralltf  of  the 
eonntrjr,  16$;  Congreases  of  independent  powers,  meet- 
ing In  times  of  proband  peace  to  concert  polltieal  meaa- 
wea,  tanT*  lalel/ oomo  Into  haUon,  IWiare  we  tolbllow 
tha  aumple  of  tbt  powers  of  Enropef  1«;  we  han 
Wntaten  ilreadf  redding  at  moat  of  the  Coorts  wboae 
Ooreramenla  are  to  be  reprcaonted  at  Fanama,  16B ;  the 
charge  extended  to  those  who  bare  annelent  ind«pend> 
ence  to  think  tor  themaelveit  of  being  a  (bctloiis  (^pual- 
tlon,  ITO;  tbe  wise  and  pnident  caatlon  which  was  to 
bare  been  looked  br  from  Mr.  Adama,  ITl ;  the  sattject 
Is  ■uttoiumM  br  lUoalonB  which  render  It  dlfllcnlt  to  de- 
cide eorfootlf,  ITS;  a  more  dangerona  Ulnslon,  as  It  Is 
flatteiiog  to  oar  aatf-lore,  ts  that  of  snppualag  that  all  the 
BOTcmants  of  oar  OoTemmeat  In  ftvor  of  the  South 
Americans  bare  been  pradentljr  r«gnlat«d  wttb  a  view 
to  promote  the  estabUshment  of  free  Oovemmenta  aad 
libetal  tnatltotlons,  178 ;  the  flrat  resolntion  on  the  eat>- 
Jectof  Spanish  America,  waa  propoaud,  while  all  Bpanbh 
-  America,  except  Buenoe  A7Tea,7et  owned  at  least  nom- 
inal obedience  to  Spain,  ITS ;  drcamatancee  onder  which 
the  seeocd  naolutlon  waa  pmpoaed,  118 ;  course  itf  onr 
Govanmoat  daring  the  contest  with  Spain,  114 ;  In  the 
Moocnltloa  of  Spaniib  America  wa  did  not  move  In  obe- 
dlonea  to  tbt  lova  of  llbMtf,  or  with  a  view  to  promote 
the  axtoaslon  of  Bepreoentatlve  Oovemmenta,  IT4;  let 
na  see  what  the  President  prupoaes  on  the  other  great 
■nltleet  with  which  the  principle  Is  remotelf  connected, 
the  great  lubjeot  ot  European  interftreaee  with  the  dv 
Beatlo  Qonoemft  <a  American  Ooveramenta,  174;  It  la 
allegod  that  onr  Ulalatar^  Ungaage  In  Hoxloo  was  ased 
wlthoBtlaatnietlon«,m;  Itbaaseitedthathlalangnago 
nftrred  alone  to  a  pledge  to  onrselveo  aad  to  posterity, 
ITS ;  If  w«  have  given  any  pledge  it  has  been  given  to 
power  or  powers  who  have  a  right  to  hold  It  until  re- 
deemed hj  onraelvea,  1T3;  what  waa  ortgloallj  the  Me»- 
ngeof  Mr.HonnMll74;  what  haa  it  become  under  the 


haadsof  this  Administration  F  1T7;  sa  adnowMpoi 
of  the  right  of  the  allied  aovereigm  to  doall  tkatta 
bean  done  by  them  In  Eanpe,  aad  tha  asMrHaatf  fli 
Tl^t  ot  any  Aiaaleaa  aUlaaee  to  ds  what  It  plaMi« 
tUa  continent,  177;  wa  mast  not  iifvat  that  Qietaifa* 
of  tbe  Presklcnt  doee  not  exdode  the  ideaof  fera^i 
treaty  oa  thia,  as  well  m  on  the  other  basla  o(  At  Imm- 
lean  aystem— oolonlxatlon,  ITT;  on  this  anbJectofAt 
form  <rf  the  Oovenuoents  on  this  aido  of  the  Athstltii 
error  more  btal  to  the  (tatore  proeperity  of  tUi  pMfk 
oould  be  committed  than  tliat  of  b«Ue%-liig  thtt  im  » 
torebls  require  as  to  aet  ob  dll7emit  iwtaetpht  Aa 
tlKM  iMA  havo  nsaally  rofalated  aar  Gavenaa^ 
ITS;  the  destiny  of  Caba  aad  Porto  Blco  ts  ska  to k 
fixed  at  the  Isthmna,lT9;  what  ahaO  wedof  1tt;(tN 
these  Stales  to  nnderetand  that  wo  wlD  not  setw  fli 
seenesof  St.  Domingo  to  be  enaetod  In  Cnla,  164; 
tions  of  the  President.  181 ;  the  Ezeentlv*  mnit  M  tt 
this  Assembly  as  tbe  organ  of  n  gnat  coBMerstl«i,lf]; 
If  enooessfUl  In  seqniring  a  oocaplete  sseeadeae*.  <f 
wielding  at  will  the  whole  mnnl  and  pbyrimi  fvtmi 
tbe  North  and  Soath  AaMrfeaM,-what  advantigi  Isn 
we  to  gala  by  Itf  181;  how  fcr  maytMaBoaii  iiirti 
tlonally  intarfore  In  the  foreign  dlplomatle  aftbiiT  Ai 
ooantiy?  IBS;  from  what  foaataln  of  the  eoeetitsiioab 
gentleineo  propoae  to  draw  thia  power  of  InstradkaHl 
confer  It  oa  this  House f  ISS;  tbe  amsndmeot  ceBbbi 
instructions  to  the  President  Inwiiat  maaattkiU 
eunduet  the  negotiations  at  Panama,  168 ;  the  ligU  tt 
ounmand  and  ttia  obli^liaa  t«  e4>ey  are  eorrelitiT^  IS* 
iraa  Boosa  baa  Oio  nnthori^  to  preooibe  te  the  Fnri- 
deat  iMtrootlMia  bo  la  to  givo  to  Ibnign  lOiUat  t 
mast  hove  some  power  to  enforce  obedlanee  t»  la  a» 
dates  on  this  hesd,  188 ;  the  pn^MMtUoamowBsdacM- 
^deration  deaoend  to  particnlars  and  are  ooDntetedvM 
this  mission  aad  make  part  of  it,  184;  ItUiaidtlMFM- 
Ident  has  asked  the  House  for  Its  t^lnion  s«  to  H^f 
of  thlsmeasara,184;  ha  haa ao power  bythtonrtto- 
tion  to  reqaira  or  deaisnd  of  this  Bouse,  lb  oi^bIoii  ■ 
any  of  its  waaanrai  hcbra  they  are  carried  loU 
184;  ftatnrea  of  Oto  anwndDwat,  US;  bare** 
always  so  punctUloas  la  relation  to  ont  neotitlitrtlS; 
it  Is  said  forma  are  nothing.  It  Is  the  scbstsoM nm* 
regard,  18S;  the  constituUonal  fonnsaftbisGomiiBal 
are  every  thlof,  185 ;  what  neoeaslty  U  there  (ur  sMV 
theamendmentriaa;  something  has  bass  Mid  «  A( 
But^of  ExeentiveoonfldeDee,lSS;  thepevcni'^ 
&ingToseirfFanama,18I;onrcommsidal«ODa(cflia*ltt 
the  Soath  Amaricaa  States,  18T;  by  the  smsitftaifca  d 
the  Booth  Amerloan  States^  and  tbe  eonseflOMl  im* 
UoB  of  the  Spanish  colonial  system,  we  have  ■  rMi|r  ai 
convenient  market  opened  for  all  onr  msnatKtiini  ai 
the  products  of  onr  sgrioalture,  1ST;  wbstmitbsn- 
dltlon  of  the  world  when  the  declaration  of  Uemw  «* 
madeTlSS;  th«  caU  of  this  House  for  the  tiei«<fM 
IS*;  tblsaattoBcalli  loadlyiDraQeedrqvnrririii^ 
190;  geaentloBBto«oBWwmqpr»*«oarsei^M 

It  Is  said,  that  *y  ■*y*'''t  ihlsa'™diBant  v*  «w* 
aa  naoonsHtatioBsl  exerelBe  of  power,  ii»w°ack 
treaty-maklag  power  Is  vcoted  in  snotlisr  bod^, 
henee  we  have  no  right  to  instruct  the  PrtridtrtHJ; 
few  occasions  wlU  be  likely  to  arise,  wherein  It  »• 
expedient  or  neoeesary  for  this  Koase  Is  **** 
ot^on  oa  oneh  Balt|ects,m;  the  bwof  tbtOH' 
Uareh.l81Mn;  oar  object  istodeclsieosKf'iMM 
agreat  measaro  of  nattoaal  poUcy.uot  la  tbifeW 
official  lastmotlonB,batwlthavlewtoBistlii(kso«i 
that  opIaloB  as  weU  to  tbo  other  bnacbtsortl«6«nti- 

nent  as  to  the  worid,  IH;  ia  tUa  Houm  ^'^'""^J^. 
to  compel  tbe  President"!  IM;  scswisK*"-"' 
whenever  the  consUtatlra  bas  glvai  at  tbs  pe»«i 
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out  qaillflcatlon  to  do  uij  aot,  wo  miut  b«  tmM  with 
ft  dlscntlonuj  power  to  detennlna  npon  Ita  ezpedlcDcy, 
IM ;  It  will  not  Iw  pntended  that  mry  nation  that  hat 
MtablUhed  free  inatltutluiu  will  alwayi  act  with  Jnatlc* 
lnlt«dlapat«a,194;  Ifthe  tni^wri^  of tUaHwiiMah0nld 
itegattra  tUa  reaolatton,  would  sot  the  natloo  think  this 
HoDM  wu  In  &T«r  oi  eomprotnlilDg  the  fbtare  aantral* 
ItyoftheeounttyriM;  why  !•  ft  propoMd  to  itlpnlat* 
vUh  the  Sooth  American  OovonHneiitB  that  wa  will  not 
permit  coloolutlon  on  oar  territorj  f  195 ;  tbe  Prealdent 
landa  a  propoeitloa  InvlUng  our  free  detennlnatton  upon 
It,  and  wa  are  told  hia  oonfldentlal  Menda  that  wa 
mnat  not  look  into  the  detalU,  1116 ;  la  thia  free  detennl- 
nntlon  T  US ;  principle*  Mte  nnj  thing  in  politloa,  IH ; 
eaa  one  toibt  that  n  pdlUenl  oonnaotloa  la  eontem- 
plal«d  with  thn  endMentod  OorBramanla  of  Sooth 
AoMriM  d}lbreiit  from  the  eenneetlai  w«  hare  with 
ftnjr  othei'  OoTomment  f  196 ;  what  eaa  be  aald  In  defence 
of  the  pledge  at  PanamaT  iVJ ;  do  gentlemen  perceive 
what  nets  are  apread  for  ml  IVt;  we  have  been  fortld- 
den  to  look  Into  the  document*  on  our  table  for  evidence 
of  the  beta  la  relation  to  tbla  Bobjeot,  IBS ;  extraot  Avm 
u  offlolal  neWqiaper,  lOS;  ooounenta  $X  Wsahington, 
tt9i  90uneiifthenrUel«,lM;  termaof  UMOomapond- 
cnM  nlntlng  to  tUa  Congreea,  SOO ;  Um  Praiident  thioka 
be  baa  rendered  the  meaaure  bamleaa,  and  promlaea  not 
to  "  eommlt  our  nentreU^,"  SOO ;  the  material  qneeHon 
to  be  decided  la  whether  we  will  approve  of  the  pur- 
poaea  avowedlf  Intended  to  be  effected  at  Panama  at  the 
hazard  of  an  entanglement  of  which  no  one  can  aee  the 
end,  901 ;  the  doctrines  assented  to  defeat  thla  amend- 
tsont  are  the  same  Identical  doctrlnea  which  preraUed 
la  and  were  the  oansa  the  Miga  of  terror,  901 ;  4  It 
■ot  tma  thot  aoma  fentlemen  are  looUog  Sir  *  rorfnl 
tfUw  prindplw  whldi  predominated  la  that  dy  HOI ; 
an  Inddeat  nerer  to  be  fiirgotten,  MS. 

What  doea  the  President  allege  as  the  prlmaiy  Indnee- 
ment  to  the  depatatlon  of  the  mlasion  T  808 ;  the  alave 
trade  and  the  Island  of  Haytl,  904 ;  Caba  and  Porto  Bloo, 
904 ;  oar  pollc;  ahonld  rarj  according  to  drenmatancea, 
SOI;  the  tranafor  of  the  lalanda,  904;  we  atand  onoom- 
nlttedon  altBldaa,90l;  thla  mlidon  will  be  woim  than 
ladese,  90B;  we  hare  n  Congraaa  tf  onr  own,  let  oa 
tttOBd  to  that,  and  v»  dull  hoTO  eaongh  to  do,  900;  a 
daeeat  •zeaaa  against  the  ooMptMoe  of  thia  Invitation 
would  have  satlsfled  those  powera  who  made  It,  900 ; 
objeotlona  to  the  ntlsston,  906 ;  ostensible  object  of  the 
Eol/ Alliance,  SOT;  thia  declaration  onghtnotto  have 
been  viewed  as  a  pledge,  SOT ;  the  Hexlcau  Qovernment 
eanoot  view  it  In  that  light  after  the  explanation,  903; 
Jmwhat  do  we  come  to  thla  place?  900;  otOaetof  the 
dedamtiOB  of  Hoaroo,  909 ;  will  tiila  Donee  aaaome  to 
|1t«  Inatrtwtiea*  to  our  foreign  HlnlatersT  910;  wilt 
aof  one  pretend  to  the  right  of  annexing  conditions  to 
a^foprlationa  Ibt  the  anpport  of  Miniateta T  810;  what 
■honld  be  our  course  were  France  or  an;  other  great 
nation  of  Europe  to  attempt  to  anbJngaU  and  plant  Ita 
power  either  In  Mexloo,  Cuba  or  Porto  Eloo  I  911 ;  dr- 
enmstancee  under  which  tb»f  would  be  placed,  911 ; 
vonMnotnehaattlampt  JuitUy  ni  In  taking  deoldod 
mownm  to  prmatltt  111;  the  daelantlon  which  It 
lspnipoaadtoeoMldir,nS;  It  la  onr  Intoreat  that  the 
Uaad  of  Cuba  ihoBld  bo  owned  br  ■  weak  nation  or  re- 
main a  ooloajr,  918;  the  Hoi;  Alllane^  918;  the  dronm- 
■taneea  attending  our  Inritatton  to  send  llinistera  to 
Panama  dlsdoaea  on  our  porta  want  of  delloacj,  918; 
the  deatln;  of  Cuba,  914;  the  pladg*  of  Uonroe,914, 
91S ;  700  commit  an  act  of  war  against  Spain  the  mo* 
ment  your  Hlnlsters  Jtdn  In  tbo  dIamiMloiii  of  that  Oob> 
gr*ia,816;lnwUt  attltade,doaa  this  Panama  BiMlon 
piaotoaT       tUamaatanoBghttobaaToUedlf  pot* 


alble,  916 ;  Oreat  Britain  will  ba  compelled  to  wage  a 
war  against  na,  91T ;  reaelntloa  of  tbo  oommlttoo  tort, 
817 ;  blU  paseed,  918. 

In  the  Senate,  nomination  of  Polnsatt  In  place  of  An- 
derson, deceased,  639 ;  reedutlon  that  it  la  Inexpedient 
to  appoint,  loat,  W;  appolntmont  eonllrmad,  SM.  Aa 
IndMt  vol.  & 

PABua,  Auuoir  K,  Senator  from  Ifalna,  46T ;  on  the  sur- 
viving offleors  of  the  Berohition,  4TS-4SB;  on  a  grant 
of  land  to  Kenfon  College,  608;  on  the  dn^  on  nw 
lasses,  tm;  on  the  dotf  on  cordage,  fiOO^ 

Pay      MinMert.—8M  /fwfete,        0,  6. 

Pa^fMHi  InUrtst  to  jSlatM.— In  the  Senate,  btU  for  tho 
parent  of  Interest  on  money  expended  la  the  late  war 

br  tha  States,  oonsldored,  STQ ;  moved  to  make  tbo  pv 
menta  heretofore  mado  appUoaUe  In  tbo  lint  Inatanoa 
toextlngalahth«lntaf«rt,ni;  biatocy  of  the  claims  pre- 
forred  by  the  Btatee,  KTl ;  notion  carried,  CTl ;  motion 
to  fix  the  rata  of  interest,  &T1 ;  carried,  671 ;  prlndplo 
upon  which  the  Oovemment  has  hitherto  refused  to  pa^ 
interest  on  advances,  0T1 ;  time  when  interest  should 
commenoe,673;  the  nnifiirm  custom  of  the  Oovemmen^ 
&78;  error,  BTS;  eaose  of  the  delay  la  settling  the  ae- 
oounta,  6T9;  other  OMuaa,  ATS;  UU  ordersd  to  ba  on- 
grossed,  878. 

Pbuhh^  Dornn  J.,  an  an  amondment  to  the  conatltatton,  It; 

on  rstrenebment,  TOL  See  Auteot  toL  8> 
PtnaiCod4ofth4  Dnii«d  BUiiM-See  /adeos  voL  a 
PenUtmUary  i»  Ms  DUtriei,  bill  relaUve  to,  Ml  Seeing 

ToLl 

p0niu\llvania  In4urg«tU».—8M  Indeot,  toL  1. 
Pention  BiU,  SewaiMtmaTy.—See  J»dem,  toL  T. 
i>Us«knHta«mmcMQ0lo«fW^a«  War  ^VOtr-Set  M' 
deu,  ToLC 

P«rr|^  OMnMotf 01%— In  Oo  Howa^  a  nsoimion  nlatlro  to 
tbo  removal  of  the  tomalaa  vt,  aonaldand,  SBf ;  letter 
firom  the  widow,  998;  within  the  competency  of  the 
Becretary  of  the  Navytoorderaveasel  to  tonch  at  Trini- 
dad, 833 ;  ol^ect  not  to  have  the  removal  done  in  secrooy, 
2A8;  that  the  grave  of  Ferry  may  become  one  of  the 
shrines  irf  the  ooantry,9M;  resolatlon  agreed  to,  K4. 

Pann,  Gaoae^  oa  ranoval  of  the  temalna  9t  Oommodora 
Parry,  968.  ^ /ntfrns  vol.  8. 

jRiHMotM,  rtetptitnt  qfi—lSee  Ind^ta,  toL  9,  and  Index,  Tolfc 
.1  and  6.  Slavery. 

Pnaxpo,  Eluka,  Bepreaentatlve  from  Connecticut,  60S.  See 
Indem,  vols.  T, ». 

PkitadelpMa  Frigate,  Mplore  <^.—la  the  Senate,  a  bill  tot 
the  relief  of  Saaan  Decatur  and  others,  conddered,  499 ; 
a  statement  of  the  Iketa  and  ttf  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  eommlUoo  proeeedod,  489;  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Btowart,48l;  do.  of  CapL  Bpenaa^600;  do. 
of  Commodore  Channoy,  006;  do,  of  Capta.  Oorane  and 
Kidgelejr,  600;  Decatur  originated  the  daring  scbemo, 
'  500;  nirtheTfkcts,&01;eonsequeBeeaoftbisTlctory,60I; 
statement  of  Doctor  Kldgeley,  601 ;  statement  of  the 
American  Consul  atTunla,  609;  Is  any  pecnnlaiy  reward 
now  due  to  the  captors  of  the  PhUadelphlat  601;  the 
amount  which  ought  to  be  gimntod,  008;  noUoo  to  Oil 
tba  blank,  carried,  BH;  blUpB**ad.004. 

Ptnnaov,  lauo,  SepreesntatlTo  from  Hev  JomoTt  Mt. 

Piracy  fn  Me  Weel  JndUe^-See  Indeu,  vols.  7,  & 

PuKT,  David,  B«prcsentatlve  from  Connecticut,  40ft 

Polar  Kxpudltlon,  memorial  relatire  to,  87S;  debate  relatlTO 
to,  In  the  Hous^  418. 

Fouc,  Jamh  on  the  amendment  to  the  eonsUtutlon,  8; 
relative  to  the  Chiekaaaw  and  Choctaw  Indians,  407 ; 
BepreeanlatlTO  from  Tennesaaa,  OO;  on  mllltla  eoorta 
martial,  6S8.  See  Ifuieai,  toL  8. 

PvHmgal,  oomaMroi  vitKSee  Iitdem,  toL  T. 
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rnlmatter  ffMittal,  talary  In  th«  Benat«,  a  bOl  to  In- 
«rMM,oc»rid«T«d,SH;  dntlM  and  nflfMiulMUtlaa  of  the 
pMtmutsr  vqnallj  MspouibU  wltb  tboN  <tf  tbft  B«td  at 
mf  ctbAr  DcputaMit,  SU;  tUa  ofDear,  1b  tha  luiiiigft- 
iB0irtitf«luiM,haalweBlaftbahlndlila«lMi,S84;  thta 
US  la  an  Innoratlaii,  9S4;  axoeptlanablo  Id  the  mode  of 
IliioglDg  fiinrard,  2U ;  It  places  Ills  saUiy  above  that  of 
the  Vloa  Pndde&t  and  Chief  Jnrtioe,  385;  blU  p«Ned, 
aeS;  ProoeedlngalntheHoaBe.461.  A*  AdM^ Tid.  a 

fott-Offica  Patronage.— a»t  Indm,  vol  5. 

Fotamac  Rir/tr  Sridg*.—S«»  huU^  toL  8. 

Powax,  ALnn>  on  Botitb  Amrieaa  nlatloiia,  M,  Mt  n ; , 
«iitlMpRuma  Union,  IS;  on  Am  negrow  In  the  Db- : 
ttict  of  Oolnmbla,  aS6 ;  on  the  appointment  of  Charg«i, 
STS;  reporto  on  fr«e  blaeks  in  the  DUtrict  of  Colniobla, 
nS;  on  snfbren  b;  flie  in  AluxaBdrta,  88S;  on  Blareiy 
U  the  IHrtricttrf  Columbia,  410.  5m  itwfscES  toL  & 

iW-enyiNoii,  tU  £^  <tf.—S»«  /ndw,  toL  Z. 

iVMMMto  JfteM«r«.— ^  Ind*m,  vol.  S. 

fruUmegy  mooncv  <m— iSh  Maav  1. 

JVMldMillaf  jBmN«n.  <»  «U  .flbMi^-Ae  7)id«^  ToL  & 

iVfwM  Lome*  im  aarvfee.— >Sh  Adao^  K. 
Prlvotaara.— i8m  Atloi^  roll.  4,  fi. 

I'ropagutUff  th»  Oo*p*l  among  fiU  S«aAm,—8t*  Indea^ 

ToL  T. 

Pr«UaU94  AitfM— Adaav  toL  1,  and  IttO^  Tola.  <L 
DvUtt  otk  Imporit, 

PMio  BMeUtig*.—ae»  Mms,  toU.  S,  7. 

MM)  ZlVlniJto«^-A«  Atfn,  T«L  T. 

PhW<3  i^MNMMNte,  Hipprmtton  <(f.—84«  Indtx^  roL  7. 

Pubiic  iMt.— In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  TelaUve  to,  oon- 
ildered,  0S9 ;  qnestion  of  error  in  the  eonstraetlon  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  090 ;  noU,  680 ;  natnre  and  amoont  of 
nnsxpanded  balanoea,  680;  the  proposal  to  repeal  the 
lasemtlon  of  two  mUUono,  681 ;  the  aathority  giren  to 
the  CommlaalnBan  Oo  Bth  aeetlon  of  the  SlakiDg 
Vimd,  681 ;  afaall  tUi  MoamnlatloD  of  monof  go  to  the 
tank  Ibr  nothlns,  «t  be  Inrtibsd  upon  unknown  nod  vn- 
knowabia  objeotB,  or  be  applied  to  the  ndoetlon  of  the 
psUlo  debtf  681;  who  object  to  conJbnlng  mthoritr 
npoB  the  CammiaBlonent  682;  on  the  probable  time  in 
which  the  debt  wlU  be  paid,  088. 

No  error  in  the  act  of  March  S,  ISIT,  either  In  prindple 
or  oonatniotton,  S84 ;  reason  wbj  two  milUons  was  dl- 
rnetad  to  be  nHrred,  684;  Airther  detete,  «S;  are 
these  objects  of  more  pressing  importance  than  the  pay- 
ment or  this  additional  two  mlUlons  to  the  pabllo  debt  f 
m\  balance  In  tba  bank,  686;  ftuther  ronaiki^  887; 
resolntloD  agreed  to,  687. 

PitMe  Lands,  OradMoUon  in  the  price  t(f.—ln.  the  Senate, 
the  bill  relatlTe  to,  considered,  648 ;  Interest  felt  the 
people  of  Alabama,  in  the  bill,  64S;  rights  acqoirod 
the  United  States,  bjr  eoB^nest,  648 ;  the  convejanoe  of 
Virginia,  M;  ill  the  States  eaUtled  to  their  waste  hutd 
It  tiie  doaaof  the  war,6tt;  knew  em  ocooired  before 
any  new  Stntea  were  admitted,  649;  oonld  any  Btatea, 
by  oompeot,  emftr  their  Mrerelgaty  npon  the  Uidted 
Statn,  SSO ;  the  prlndptes  of  the  law  of  nations,  861 ; 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  ExccqUts,  through  the  Beo- 
retary,  to  prerent  emigration  to  the  new  Btatea,  861 ; 
it  is  said  the  gradoating  prindple  of  the  bill  will  prodnoe 
a  nptd  depredation  In  the  price  of  the  public  land,  tUSfi ; 
the  Mends  of  the  present  land  system  aie  the  last  that 
«a|^  lo  say  any  thing  abontspeoa)«Uon,eoi;  it  Is  said 
to  be  dangmas  and  ImnMial,  to  enootinq;e  a  ayatem  of 
Bpeeolatloo  among  oar  dtbens,  808. 

A  measure  ealcnlated  to  give  every  man  a  botne,  ahonid 
find  an  adrooate  In  every  patriot  and  philanthropist, 
067 ;  eight  Btatea  and  Tenilorlea  bare  nwmotlallsed 


Coagraes  on  this  ant^cet,  6tT ;  dUhrvnt  ^yatesBt  adcfM 
by  Congress  for  the  dlspoeal  of  Its  domain,  668;  dtgiM 
of  gndaatlottpropoaed,66B;  amoont  of  land  rtendir 
Bale,068i  Ibepopolation wIUfBgtoenhlTste  tbaMl^ 
668;  the  most  inflexible  rirtoe  Amnd  ■mnsig  tfaa  mait 
pennrious  of  our  dtlaena,  86V;  the  popnlaMea  west 
the  Alle^ianlcB,  660 ;  objected  that  the  meMOte  wfl  is- 
duce  emigration  from  the  older  States,  669 ;  It  ia  said  a 
redaction  <rf  price  will  eBconrsgeqKcalatioii,  870;  4k( 
upon  the  flnanceeaf  the  coontry,570;  tbeprerWanit 
propoeee  to  make  In  bvor  of  the  aetoal  settler,  Rft 

Ol^eele  of  the  bin, 875;  amoont  of  iKid  b^ byte 
CtoTeramcnt,  676;  natma  cf  tba  proiliicna  &e  1^ 
nti;  their  pnwtlenleflltat,  676;  oltlecllODB  to  tbeUB,Cf; 
the  price  rfall  the  land  held  by  ludiTidoala,  wDl  be  ank 
to  the  scale  of  prices  fixed  In  the  bin,  CTT ;  no  oae  wU 
buy  until  the  lands  lUl  to  the  lowest  price,  677 ;  Sffct- 
hendon  of  q>eenlatois,  07S ;  the  Federal  Oenemot 
wiU  not  get  the  valDe  of  its  lands,  STB;  the  deiate 
clause,  678 ;  extract  from  the  BriUah  Qurterly  Beriv, 
67ft;  itslibellons«hancter,679;  the  toaelon  clanas^a»; 
fiirtlm debate, 681  ;blllr(!)eettd, on;  iDo(ioBt»fM» 
dder  laid  on  the  table,  668.  As  JMsa^  toL  & 
AAUo  ZoMdi^-Aw  AAav       1,  %  a;  Ik  T< 

<}iiaftff^  MMief4a>  /iid«^  TOb.  1, 1;  1 

tfworfirniasfsr'a  i»yartniif.  Jsa  Adso^  toL  4. 


RuuAT,  "WtiJ-iiM,  Bepresentatlve  from  FeniN^lvank,  WL 

RxmMLTH,  JoHH,  on  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster-OcMnl, 
284;  Bepreeentative  fixira  Viigioia,  6»;  oo  the  eanif 
UarigDyD'AaterIve,688-4M;  retatlre  to  eaptored  AM- 
eana,  646 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  ralea,  fiS4 ;  on  idtk 
oovrts  martUl,  6N ;  on  retreochmeat,  C7S-6&6-71Sl  At 
Jndea,  Tola.S,8)4,B^6,T.8. 

BAWCor,  CBBietoygiK,  deeeose tO,  84.  Bu Xmdmt,-9^%,1. 

Jtatuxmy  prokibiUon  of,— -Bee  Index,  toL  Ol 

Real  E»t€ae Olid S^a9ee,waMcMonqf.— See IndsKy-vdLi. 

Rus,  JoBit,  on  Sonth  American  relatlona,  tS ;  on  the  I» 
ama  Ulaslon,  160 ;  Beprseentattre  ftom  "MMmaAmMM, 
606.  i^/tMfM,Tol&6,7,8. 

Reporlert  to  the  SwOe,  ordefed,  478. 

Jt^rssentoMra,  nMo  ^.See  Index,  Tola. 

B^preeeniaUvM,  qnaH/teattonqf.See  Indem,  roL  6. 

Jtss^notfon,  dMs  U  emm  a  itaeaneftSe*  Imdm,  veLl 

Beeotution  relatlTe  to  the  deoease  of  Christopher  Kank% 
M;  relatlTO  to  a  weetem  armory,  47;  relative  to  id^ 
tlons  of  the  United  BUtee  with  South  Ajmeritta  Sta»^ 
46-89 ;  calling  for  Information  relative  to  Sonth  Amei- 
eaa  relations,  76;  relative  to  a  national  Southern  nei, 
T7;  relative  to  eargoee  of  stave  veaaels,  61 ;  rdatlvs  Is 
ammdment  of  the  eonstltntltm,  91;  on  the  appn^l^ 
tlon  for  the  tteamaMlBdoa,  90,91;  ralatlv*  to  the  >■» 
BllBnaUon<tfCab^ll$;  ralattveto  ttwremdaeeron 
Perry,  S68;  on  decease  of  NIoheias  Tan  Dyke^  M6;  m 
decease  of  Joseph  UoDvaine,  S66;  on  appolntmcd  sf 
committees  In  the  Senate,  ST8;  relative  to  thn  mlpB 
tlon  of  Indians,  845-846;  relative  to  eneroadiBeBl  «a 
the  Cboetew  lands,  847;  on  decease  of  Bobert  P.  HeaiT, 
849:  OB  deeeaee  of  Jamee  JiAnoon,KfO,  wi  dsessaisf 
Henry  P.  Vllaao,  809;  oa  a  weatam  arnwiy,  186;  or 
free  negroes  In  the  Dlitriet  of  ColomUa,  801;  rdaflve 
to  the  lathmoB  of  Panama,  809;  on  Inlsianl  impnto* 
ment,  860-861 ;  relative  to  the  aafllBrlag  Greeks^  W; 
relative  to  the  Florida  Indlaos,  866;  rotative  to  a  Xsiy 
Tatd  at  PhUadelpUi^lM;  en  leMnleC  Cametavlfr 
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dUiu,  8W;  on  ezportetlon  of  free  people  of  color,  STO; 
on  the  qtpolntDMit  oT  Ctw^is  dee  AShlres,  STl ;  relatiTe 
toIt«Tohttloiur7peiMloiiera,ST6;  relstlTe  to  pmerve- 
tlon  of  Qve  oek  timber,  ST8;  reUtlve  to  land  Utles  Id 
ArkBDSU,  8TS;  oa  the  sedition  Uw,  SS3;  relative  to  enf* 
feren  Are  In  AlexsadrU,  8S9;  relative  to  deaf  and 
dninb  aajlnma,  406;  leUUTe  to  Oeorg:la  and  the  Creek 
Indian*,  4l« ;  reUttre  to  t  canal  ronnd  Mnscle  aboala, 
4S8 ;  reUtlve  to  territorial  OoTemon,  499 ;  theoks  to 
the  Speaker,  4M ;  oa  snbecolptlon  to  a  Beglater  of  De- 
bate!, 464;  relatlTe  to  OcorgU  ukI  the  United  Bt«l«i, 
464-t6B;  reUtlve  to  repMieia far  the  Senate,  419;  vela- 
ttvetopublto  lands,  4T6;  reladra  to  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolntlon,  4T8 ;  on  the  decease  of  H^Jor-Qeneral 
Brown,  636;  relative  to  the  pnbllo  debt,ca>;  relaUve 
to  adjournment,  S83 ;  reUtlvo  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
8tatea,ni;  relative  to  land  wmmtnts,  OSS ;  reUtlve  to 
ft  weatem  annoir,  MS ;  reUtlve  to  remoral  of  the  In- 
dians, ft!9;  raUUve  to  the  coast  tnuisportstfim  of  sUvei, 
B4:  reUtlve  to  a  eanal  Is  Ulchlgan,  686;'relatlve  to  a 
painting  of  the  battle  of  Kew  Orleana,  6ST;  reUtlve  to 
the  coast  aarver,  MO ;  reUtive  to  captnred  AMcans, 
6H ;  reUtlve  to  mllltU  eoorts  martial,  M8 ;  relative  to 
the  deoeaee  of  Qeorge  Holcombe,  668;  relative  to  re- 
trenchment, 669. 
MrmtAm,«iU.-~la  the  Honae,  resoIntioBS  eonaldered,  668; 
tiie7  eutempUto  the'  ettabUihment «f  agrand  urftoaal 
troth— that  a  national  debt  U  a  national  earse,  asd  ihonld 
be  discharged  with  eonvenlent  deqiatdi,  669;  other  prop- 
ositions, 660 ;  the  nnneoeasarr  noulier  of  offlcera,  e6>; 
salaries  to  be  reduced,  6T0 ;  nnneoeasaTj  expendltnrei  of 
pnbllc  moner,  670;  printing  la  the  first  item  to  tho  list 
of  extrava^cee,  670;  It  Is  Said,  salaries  should  be  re- 
duced, 671 ;  unemployed  military  officers,  671 ;  oar  own 
eompensatloo,  671 ;  can  any  evil  result  from  ordering 
tUslnqnbyf  tn;  en  the  pnbllo  expendllurea  ahonid  be 
aobjected  to  a  moet  rlgU  examination,  67S;  thU  reaoln- 
tlon  cannot  accomplish  the  relbnn,  6TS;  dntlee of  fifth 
auditor,  67S ;  tho  subject  of  onr  own  paj,  6T& 

Thb  refbrm,  a  case  which  onght  to  begl  n  at  home,  tsn ; 
partlouUrs  In  which  the  expensea  of  the  Qovemment 
are  too  high,  6T6 ;  whenever  money  la  plenty,  and  every 
thing  U  at  the  highest  price,  that  price  forms  a  good 
reason  why  salaries  must  be  raised,  6T7;  that  U  a  good 
government  which  takes  tnm  the  people  nothiac  Utat 
It  can  spare,  67S;  olt}eot  to  abolish  naeleas  officee,  rednee 
extraragant  salaries,  and  apply  the  savlnga  to  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  debt,  6T9 ;  occasion  when  the  army  was  re- 
duced, 67*;  fteblonable  to  say,  we  are  dlseha^ng  tho 
national  debt'  rapidly,  67B ;  extlngnlshmeat  of  the  debt 
has  been  rapidly  advancing,  680 ;  only  one  bill  passed 
thb  session,  and  that  to  provide  pay  for  the  membera, 
180 ;  the  fsntleman  fh>m  Kentncky  ^Maka  the  honest 
opinion  of  aeren-el^ths  <tf  the  votoia  of  the  eonntrj, 
680;  It  U  said  the  portlenlar  mlHhlef  ahonid  be  pointed 
out,  which  It  was  Intended  to  remedy,  681 ;  the  adop- 
tion of  tUs  measure  woold  do  good,  663 ;  let  na  begin 
by  reducing  our  own  compoDsatlon,  SS2;  amendment 
moved,  63S ;  not  result  In  any  thing  beneflcUl,  6^ ;  ob- 
ject to  Biicertaln  tf  abuses  exist  In  the  public  expendi- 
tures, 6S2;  If  abuses  exist,  where  Is  the  Unltf  688;  the 
fueatlon  Is,  whether  the  preeent  admlnUtration  U  a 
pndlgsI«KlwaetefliloiM,ornot,a83;  If  It  Uao,  let  the 
feet  be  made  to  ^ipear,  and  be  reported  to  «^  and  let 
every  member  tremble  for  the  consequences  that  will 
await  him  from  an  indignant  public,  6S4;  West  Point 
Academy,  6M ;  previous  proposition  presented,  684 ; 
recommended  by  the  President,  686;  a  prospect  of  do- 
ing something,  6S9 ;  desire  to  do  the  public  business, 
and  retnm  home,  6S3 ;  no  extravaganM  or  abuse  has 
been  spedfled,  686 ;  amendment  to  the  amendment  of- 


fcred,flW;  not  eouisteBt  with  the  dlgnt^  ofthto  Hoom 
to  entert^n  Jnrladletlon  (tf  any  qneatlwi,  whieh  to  either 
Intended  or  ealcnUted  to  have  a  potlUeal  bearing  en 
either  political  party,  686 ;  Incompatible  with  the  lute^ 
eeta  of  the  country  to  carry  on  this  disonsdon,  687 ;  two 
Departments  of  the  Oovernment  well  organized,  687 ; 
how  were  these  Improvements  cAseted,  687 ;  In  vain  to 
attempt  beneflctal  relbrma,  nnlesa  proper  men  are  nt 
the  head  of  Departments,  687;  the  House  appean  to 
deem  the  inquiry  necessary  and  proper,  688;  Admlnl^ 
tratlon  responsible  fbr  the  application  of  the  varioat 
contingent  flinds  [Jaood  at  their  dlepoosl,  688. 

This  House  b  converted  Into  an  electioneering  arena, 
688;  the  amendment  and  the  peculiar  state  of  things  In 
which  we  are,  688;  no  man  should  be  trusted  to  try  hU 
own  case ;  Ibr  thb  reason,  the  amendment  should  not 
pass,  689 ;  the  pnUle  mind  In  a  state  of  excitement  such 
■■  mnat  ever  exbt  oa  the  ere  of  a  p«dltlc*l  battle,  689; 
never  but  one  Admlntatratlon  which  was  seriously  dis- 
posed to  give  up  Its  patronage,  690;  we  are  asked  whjr 
do  yon  not  specify  f  601 ;  the  public  printing,  691 ;  other 
abnsee,  693 ;  thblnqulry  will  end  In  smoke,  403; "  master- 
1y  Inactivity,"  693 ;  mXs, 693;  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  688;  neoesrity  of  the  reeolution  pre- 
eluded,698 ;  object  of  the  discussion,  6118 ;  West  Polnt,698; 
the  present^  an  honest  Admlnbtratlon,  ably  admluhtenMl, 
608 ;  snpemraneiarlea  at  West  Point,  098;  itnngeeoatM 
of  argnnken^  694;  let  na  aee  If  the  Admlnbtratlon  to  m 
purees  they  would  have na believe,  694;  abuses, 094;  a 
pffoqieet  of  the  excitement  being  aUayed  by  means  vt 
the  reeolntloD,  095;  thb  b  a  question  which  does  not 
ehaiaeterize  party  In  thb  House,  60S ;  manner  In  which 
cadets  were  Introdaced  at  West  Point,  690 ;  benefits  of 
the  Milltery  Academy  sre  given  to  the  well-bom,  696; 
who  are  la  thb  academy  f  696 ;  the  aupposed  prodigally 
and  extrnvagaBoe  of  the  Oomnmrat  has  sflteded  a  rkk 
theme  fbr  dedamatbHi,  090;  aiwharftabla  to  make  tUa 
charge  without  better  tnfinrnatlNi,  090;  thU  UUtaiy 
Academy  shonM  not  be  abadtohed,  097 ;  It  to  complained 
that  there  are  now  seven!  snpemnmerary  cadets,  697; 
admonition  to  order,  697. 

What  was  the  original  reeotuttouT  098;  thelntrodne- 
tlon  of  the  resolution  not  censurable,  698;  a  President 
not  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  098;  what 
dedsnttona have  been  madet  090;  the  AdmlaWiBtlon 
fear  no  Inquiry  or  somtlnr,  009;  a  word  la  regard  to 
Vest  Point,  609;  amount  of  the  sums  placed  at  the  dis- 
cretionary dbpoesl  of  the  President,  TOO ;  object  of  the 
first  proposition  of  the  amendment,  700;  the  next  In- 
quiry, 700 ;  West  Point  more  oredlteble  to  thb  Oovern- 
ment than  any  other  Institution  In  It,  701;  for  whom  It 
should  be  made  a  school,  701 ;  ftirther  remarks  relative 
to  West  Point,  70S;  'tuA*,  703;  Washington  addneed  as 
thefimnder  of  West  Point,  703;  the  eoatlngent  ftaad  of 
the  Qovemment,  708;  awell-tlmed  propetitlon  Ibr  ra> 
trenchment  not  objectionable, 708;  ennsequencea  of  bring- 
ing the  Presidential  canvass  Into  thb  House,  to  be  depre- 
cated, 704;  sul^lects  brought  under  discussion,  704;  the 
Administration  of  Washington  and  party  spirit,  705;  Ad- 
mlnbtratlon of  Jefferson,  705;  ol)]ecto  of  bringing  thoaa 
ftcta  fbrward,  TOO ;  the  straetnre  <rf  onr  Instltatlons  at- 
taeked,TO0;  whatf^olltwiUbederiTedfromthtodebatek 
TOT;  oviTynnti  shnmt  wlihniif  eiwiptinn  snnms  tn  yInM 
assent  to  these  resolDtlans,  107 ;  the  peopU  will  attend 
to  the  election  of  President  themselves  tf  permitted  so 
to  do,  TOT ;  moet  formidable  preparations  for  oooUnntng 
the  debate,  TOO ;  loo  much  vigllaace  cannot  exist  on  tho 
part  of  the  authoritlea,  In  watohit^  the  public  expendi- 
tures, 708;  cannot  expect  the  vletMloits  party  to  seleet 
their  sdveraarlcs  in  the  distribntlen  of  patnmsga,  IOOl 

The  prtHnloent  point     laqulijr  haa  aow  hsawia  tta 
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foreign  Mrrlc*  »f  the  oountrjr,  and  tb*  sxpendltan  tif 
Uieniadaappr(^riatedfordaftft;)ngltsexpeiu«,710;  an 
ImporUnt  topic,  710;  bow  ordered  bjr  the  oonatltntloii, 
TIO;  theUwreUtlvetberati>,7U;  the  law  of  Febnimi;, 
1TB8,  111 ;  inbaetiDeDt  acta,  Til,  TIS;  the  aUowances  to 
the  Preddent  were  the  acts  of  oUur  AdmlniatratloDa, 
719 ;  Ur.  Adams  had  notUng  to  do  wllh  wttUng  hia  own 
soeounta,  712;  do  forelfcn  Miniater haa reoelred  leag  than 
be,  718;  hU  aerTlaos,  TIB;  th«  aUowaao^  TIS,  TU; 
cbar^  npoa  hla  Uenda,  TK ;  eanrlag  the  war  Into  Af* 
rtca,T]6;  amatterof  recent DOtoriety, 716;  Gbargea,T17; 
diplomatic  expenaes  of  the  OoTemmeDt,  718;  amallaala- 
riea,718;  "wait,  w^t,  there  to  a  lion  Id  the  path,''Tl»; 
parody,  719 ;  vhat  could  cauae  the  old  BepabUcan  partjr 
of  Now  En^aod  to  be  now  acting  with  na  f  730 ;  Fotar 
Porci^liM,  T80;  Monsieor Maooo, 790 ;  alltanoe  batwau 
two  great  leaden,  East  and  Weit,7n;  Oen.  Jackson's 
tajents,  721 ;  Tnlgar  error  that  learning  and  vUdom  are 
sjaoDrmoos,  m;  Cromwell,  732;  Washington,  782; 
the  preaeot  Cabinet,  722;  pecollarltlea  of  talent,  728; 
further  remarks,  7U-T27. 

One  thing  to  offer  a  reaoluUon  like  the  present  and 
another  tUngto  vote  on  It,  728;  reason  why  the  resoln- 
tloo  abonld  not  have  been  broogfat  forward,  T8S ;  points 
oftlwn«datloDG(nuldend,7tt;  pajment  on  the  debt, 
TW;  bow  la  the  annoal  axpendititre  distributed,  781 ;  If 
retrenchment  were  necessary  there  oonld  not  be  a  more  I 
fhrorable  time,  782 ;  reasons  fbr  not  Totlng  to  lay  the 
resotation  on  the  table,  782;  the  diplomatic  intereoarae 
of  the  coontrj  has  been  charged  with  mismanagement 
and  extraragmnee,  TSS;  this  point  considered,  783, 78i; 
Liberty  b  a  predoaa  gift,  7Sfi;  the  nature  of  man  Is  the 
aame  under  Bapnblics  and  UonsrcMei,  785 ;  the  Bepnb* 
Ho  Isalw^  in  moat  danger  In  times  Uk*  th»  preaant^ 
n>;  the  present  Administration  hare  not  the  least  claim 
to  merit  for  paying  the  pnblle  debt,  78<  ;  obaervatlona 
on  the  last  Presidential  eleotlon,  78tf;  the  preoedant  of 
the  last  alocUon,  If  confirmed  by  the  people,  will  be 
moat  dangerons,  7ST ;  what  was  the  arst  important  act  of 
the  present  Administration,  781;  the  contingent  ez- 
penses<tfforalgnIut•rooa^B^787,788;  did  Congress  arer 
mean  tba  «nUlt  ihoaM  be  flowed  iq>on  the  traa^  of  a 
lUnMnrlhimoneoomttoanotlur.TSS;  aeeonntattf  Hr. 
Adama,  T99,  7W;  nonatniMlTe  Jonmey,  741;  billiard 
table  In  the  Praldont^  Hoosa,  741 ;  In  That  munM' 
ought  onr  Ministers  to  abroad,  741 ;  example  of 

the  Bomane,  749. 

Two  features  common  to  all  the  propositions,  748; 
reasons  to  a  revision  of  tbaezpensee,744;  it  ks  said  the 
Administration  Is  distlDgnished  for  extraordinary  eoono- 
my,74<;  ozamlned,  744;  amount  of  oontribatiODs  leried 
on  the  people,  749;  tme  mode  of  testing  thaMonomytf 
the  QoTenunent,  744;  oatracWhHn  JelbrBoit*BHeange, 
747 ;  what  respect  has  been  paid  by  the  Adminlatratlon 
to  those  great  maxims  of  fiscal  reeponslblllty  Inculcated 
by  Jefferson,  748;  why  la  the  proposition  of  retrench- 
ment met  as  an  attack  on  the  Administration  748 ;  sums 
ftunisbed  the  present  AdmlDlstntlon,  749;  Inorease  is 
the  aggregate  ezpendltana,  700;  ExeeutlTo  reqMMialble, 
TR};  fhrthor  debate,  TBI;  reeolatioDa adopted,  TG9, 
ilcceiMW  CKttett.-~Su  IndM,  toL  4. 

J^eesnwe,  BUI  for  the  distribution  of,  288. 

SevoluUon,  SwvMng  Qffto»r$  qf.—ht  the  Eonae,  a  bill  fbr 
the  relief  of,  considered,  818;  the  officers  of  the  army 
Independent  of  their  military  oocnpatlona,  bad.  In  com- 
monwith  their  fellow-dtlzens,  to  bear  losBea,8t8;  let- 
ter of  'Washington,  91S;  manner  In  wMob  the  oiDoora 
were  paid,  S19;  proceeding*  in  rehdlra  to  tbs  ofltoeis 
anbseqnent  to  ITS,  290;  after  the  lapse  of  so  msny  yean, 
tba  diScnlfy  la  MttUag  Uie  claims  of  the  oOmii  OB  uj 


Mcnrato  prliei|4e,  190;  the  eoun  pavswd,  m  ;  Oa 

right  of  the  cUmants  U  founded  upon  a  solemn  eontnit 
deliberately  entered  Into  between  the  offloera  a»l  thetr 
Qoremment,  221;  drcumstanees  whicli  preeeded  aad 
led  to  Its  adoption,  222;  what  engsgenumt  more  obfig^ 
toryT  what  contract  could  create  a  dearer  right  oc  Im- 
poee  a  stronger  obligation?  S89;  has  the  Oowrmi—n 
performed  its  part  of  the  contraet  7 129;  theobUgatteaC 
a  contract  can  only  be  diseolved  by  the  aacae  power  that 
ornted  It,  SS9;  what  b  the  eaosa  at  thdr  eoutaaal 
poverty  and  distress  T  838;  the  Commntatton  Act  «f 
1TBS,2!8;  lU  operation,  838 ;  shall  we  act  up  time  In  bar 
of  their  claim,  and  say  we  hold  you  to  the  atrlcust  let- 
ter of  the  contract,  324;  did  they  ever  rethae  to  nard 
uid  meet  the  enemy  because  they  were  not  paid  aa  Oe 
Oovemment  pmmisodt  S84;  not  more  than  ose  tboa- 
aaitd  elainants  under  this  act  of  sTcry  deaeriptlsn,  8S; 
the  claim  of  these  offieers  does  not  rest  np<Hi  gnOt 
tndo  alone,  985;  the  history  of  thb  claim,  995;  actkasf 
Congress  In  17^,  825;  the  half-pay  reoolattco,  8»; 
how  was  thU  contract  porfbrmedT  286;  how  did  the 
offloers  actf  820;  did  the  OoTemment  ever  perfom 
its  second  stipulation  to  the  otQcerar  S26;  the  lu- 
morlalista  ask  for  the  equltaUe  perfonnaBco  of  a  ei»> 
tract,  224;  what  were  the  terms  of  the  oontnct  betwoM 
the  Goverament  and  the  memorialist f  SH;  it  fa  alnis^ 
neodleaa  to  say  that  the  opinions  of  Q«n.  WashlBfton  tm 
tbto  subject  are  entitled  to  Implicit  oonfldenee,  CS7;  ac- 
tion of  Congress,  227 ;  how  was  the  contract  porfmned 
on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment  ?  837  ;  offer  to  the  eC* 
core,  827;  no  performance  of  Ihb  new  contract,  9S8;th7 
abandoned  the  power  of  compelling  s  ndrea  <£  Htk 
IndiTiduat  grievances,  988. 

Th*  otd^  of  the  blU  ta  to  ^ovldo  *  tompaamMaa 
tor  a  loss  the  surviving  offloers  of  the  BarolDtlaa  hare 
sustained  in  oonsequenee  of  their  &9t  rvcelrlng  whit 
they  were  entitled  to,  398;  what  were  they  entitled  lof 
938  ;  statement,  289 ;  the  government  b  bound  to  make 
good  any  loss  that  occnrred  In  conseqaence  of  not  fnl- 
flUlng  ib  contract,  229;  the  aoldien  of  tha  Bav<datlM, 
380;  their  wages  980;  Independently  of  the  doprods- 
tlon  of  the  pq>er  we  have  never  paid  the  fbll  amount  if 
the  paper  or  oertifloatea  which  we  ootDpelled  the  aalAer 
to  reoalT^  980;  the  sddler  had  a  rl^t  to  demand 
money  of  us,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  ho  was  b 
the  utmost  need  of  It,  880;  claims  which  thesa  aoldlan 
might  present  upon  us,  281 ;  distress  of  the  army,  9Si; 
grounds  npon  which  It^ustloe  has  been  done  to  the  sol- 
diers, 281 ;  who  are  the  men  whom  we  h»v»  thns  gitev- 
onsly  wTongedf  989;  statements  ot  the  STowburg  be- 
te re,  283;  It  b  said  tliecUm  of  thaolBeen  b  ooe  bM 
of  JosUce  bntof  gntltada,989;  howvaa  thfa  ooMnt 
paidwhlobltbvbhed  toeonsUeraadiioedrtn;  ftb 
said  that  other  cissses  snSbred  as  much  as  thooe  te 
whom  reltefb  now  soQght,  988;  Itb  ssid  that  the  rdiaf 
which  this  bill  provides  b  a  premium  on  old  age,  9H; 
the  standing  debt,  385;  now  is  the  time  br  the  psrfbm- 
ance  of  thb  act  If  It  b  ovor  to  be  made,  8S4. 

In  the  Benate,  a  Ull  to  provlda  ta,  OMuUmd,  413; 
object  to  provide  both  ftr  the  oOeen  and  soldi  era,  419; 
if  any  dlseriminatlon,  It  ahonld  be  in  hrot  of  the  ssl- 
dleis,479;  importance  and  deUcacy  of  tha  safajee^4il; 
difilcnltles  which  attend  a  satb&ettwy  determlnatia^ 
479;  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged,  480;  tka 
promise  made  by  Congress,  480;  results  submitted  Itj 
the  chairman  ol  the  committee,  480;  Airtlier  <^; 
arguments  advanced  by  the  opponents,  481;  aystem 
pursued  to  thepnrchsseixtfpiiUk  lands,  489;  sot  been 
the  practice  of  the  goTemmenttoaetthopartof  Bhy* 
lock  with  lU  dtluna,488;  th«  petlttooen  eompUMd 
thatttwlrparsoBil  il^tiwon  not  made  to  JagMdsn 
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thdi  indlvldul  Mnsent,  488;  It  Is  said  the  reoclving  of 
Um  oommnUtloD  urtlfloatM  must  bo  presomed  to  be  «n 
UMat  to  thetr  being  eonslderod  a  (tall  satbtketlon  of 
thafr  ■liFfffii'K  «i;  It  li  uld  tUs  oMunntatloB  eidtcd 
so  dieettlifkrtlon  at  the  time,  ;  wu  tb«  ut  of  com* 
mntetten  Jut  In  lis  exoentionf  4S3;  otijectloiu  to  the 
Mt  of  eommntatlon,  4SS;  ImpoeinK  obuscter  of  Uie 
■Tfament  In  bvot  of  the  soldier,  4S(t;  CMise  of  sppre- 
heiuion  from  this  bill  arising  ss  a  preeedant,48S;  the 
atrongeat  objection  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  43T ; 
what  are  the  groiiDds  on  which  pensions  hare  been 
gim&ted,  4B8;  asted  If  Oeneral  Washington,  whilst  at 
the  head  ot  tbm  fOTemmeat,  erar  laeommeadad  tUa  to 
the  notlee  of  Congress,  489. 

Hnmber  of  claimants,  48> ;  fltmlHes  of  deceased  offloera 
bave  as  strong  claims  as  the  snrvWora,  490;  the  promise 
madelnlTSl,  4M;  onr  gratitude  has  been  invoked  on 
this  occasion,  491;  an  error  that  the  independenea  of 
this  oonntrj  was  achiered  solely  by  the  rrgnlar  armj, 
491 ;  devotion  of  the  officers,  491 ;  Marlon  and  Samter, 
4n;  sQlTerlngs  of  dtlsena  of  South  Carolina,  493;  the 
flntoheektoBrttlBh  aniia,4tt;  It  has  been  aaid  that 
the  regular  amr  delBiided  the  Bonthars  States,  498;  it 
la  said,  that  In  eatablishtng  the  ftinding  STstem  Congress 
had  dmie  injustice  by  dettirrlng  a  portion  of  the  Interest 
fbr  tea  yoars,  494;  the  offlcen  of  the  BeTolntlonarj 
am;  have  been  more  llberallj  provided  for  than  any 
other  class  of  men,  4M ;  fkirthor  debate,  49^-498. 

Tbe  nrrlvlng  offlom  of  the  BevoIuUoDarr  army 
dalm  the  peifcnoance  of  a  promise  of  half-pay  for  life, 
641;  the  dlieot  evldenee  et  a  Toluntaiy  aeeeptanee  «f 
theeonmntaUoa  bf  the  oiBeeia,  la  of  the  noet  ommiId* 
«lve  character,  &4S ;  satlsfoctoiT'  baTond  a  leastoabte 
doubt,  042;  the  motive  of  Congress,  AU;  ehUmadvooa. 
ted  on  common  law  principles,  also  on  prlndplea  most 
Uberal  and  equitable,  048 ;  annoitj  Ubles,  &44 ;  the  ln< 
TaUd  pension  roll,  M;  fortber  debate,  016;  bill  laid  on 
fha  table,  MS. 

In  the  Beaate,  a  UQ  to  provide  ftir,  considered,  BS9 ; 
some  of  them  wealtbr,  082 ;  no  pledge  givea  that  the 
claim  should  not  be  fhrtber  urged,  688;  It  is  said  this 
blU  will  aweU  the  pension  lUt,  tSi ;  their  number,  683 ; 
their  prlda  revolts  at  the  id«a  of  being  placed  as  pension- 
ers, 038;  no  danger  of  fhuids,  OSS;  no  dlffloalty  in  aaoer- 
talning  the  Individuals  enUtlcd  to  the  beuaflts  of  the 
bill,  668;  to  whom  the  blU  applies,  688;  an  approach 
tomds  the  payment  of  a  debt,  688;  never  wae  a  time 
when  the  distresses  of  the  people  were  greater,  668; 
peonliar  nature  of  the  claims  of  these  olBcers,  634 ;  object 
of  thebltl,684;  farther  remarks,  &$4;  will  the  Senate 
adopt  a  principle  which  has  never  been  acknowledged, 
labvorof  these  offloenf  685;  these  persons,  In  some 
respeets,  pecnllarly  unfortunate,  635;  It  is  said  the  pen- 
sion BTStem  has  already  been  carried  too  Ikr,  6S5;  what 
are  the  ob|ectioi»  against  this  bill,  0S5 ;  it  Is  ndd,  it  wlU 
Involve  HB  In  a  eha^  of  nnknown  extent,  686;  is  It 
well  filvnded,  686;  It  b  said  the  opetatleii  of  the  bill 
win  be  unequal,  OSfl ;  that  the  present  time  is  not  aus- 
pidons,  666;  that  It  ought  not  to  pass  because  those 
who  have  spoken  In  Its  Ikvor  have  placed  It  on  different 
grounds,  066 ;  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate  nnder 
peeoliar  elronmstanees,  5ST ;  these  claims  cannot  be  ee- 
tsbllshed  in  a  eonrt  of  equity,  63T ;  If  It  was  an  eqnltable 
claim,  the  legal  representatlvee  bad  an  equal  right  to 
glalm  the  provMon tbe  enrvlTing  oflkeia,  68T;  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed,  668;  engromd  Ibr  •  third 
reading,  68& 

SttdtMonaty  SowUy  Landt.—Sss  Indtm,  toL  & 
JtseohMoAory  Land  Forrantsi— la  the  Hooae^  a  reeoln- 

tlonoflnqnlirrelatlTatothanuiber  Imad,  OMaldeT- 

ed.«Sl 


BnotuUo»arp  J*M»to»  SyttMii.—3M  IitdM,  voL  6^ 

Mod«  IttanA,  admttUm  qf.—SM  Indtm,  voL  1. 

BiOBABBaoir,  Joeara,  Eepresentatlve  tma  Uasa,  609. 

SsKtiLy,  BiHkT  H.,en  rapeaUaf  the  dstf  on  aal^  MM98; 
Beaatw  from  Delaware,  467. 

BiPLxv,  Juxs       KepresentetlTe  tmm  Maine,  609. 

Krvaa,  Wiluam  C,  on  the  Panama  Mission,  104 ;  on  Inter- 
nal Improvement,  866-863;  on  snffbrara  by  Are  la  Alex- 
andria; 891 ;  Bepreseutative  from  Virginia,  609;  on  re> 
trenchment,  748.  Ste  Indtm,  vols.  T,  & 

Aoads  and  OanaU,  tuneytJbr.—St*  JMso^  Tel  T. 

Soadt,  FoA—St€  JndtXt  vols.  8, 7. 

Jtoadtb       r«Mfr  «;  to  Jfls(fM^ltpi^-«to  latfMv  VOL  8L 

Boad  from  JktroU  to  OMeaga.  BoadfromPmuaeeiata 
SL  AMffu»t*n^  Boad  fnm  etotyta  to  Ntw  OrUOM. 
~-3t4  IndeoBt  vol  8. 

Boad  4»  tAt  Territory  nf  jlrisanaas.— In  the  Senate,  a  blU 
to  authorlxe  the  Fresldant  to  oonstmcta  road  from  ITort 
Smith  In  Arkansas  to  Natchltoebea  In  Louisiana,  emiM* 
ered,379;  amount  appn^iilated,  >n;  the  lands  through 
which  it  runs  are^  almoat  ezeladvelj,  the  pn^er^  <tf 
the  United  Slatas,  979;  uotloa  ta  ecder  the  Ull  to  U 
engrossed,  loat,  819 ;  isofa^  RV ;  roeoaaldeied,  888 ;  paiM^ 
889;  nofo,969. 

In  tA9  TtrrUory  <tf  JHeU^— In  the  Seoste,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  laying  out,  oonddered,  388 ;  the  Improve- 
ments of  most  vital  importsace,  SS9;  importance  of  the 
road  for  military  purpoeea,  883;  the  prindple  well  ea- 
tabUsbed,  388;  Ihots  relaUve  tolta  importance,  868;  peo- 
ple of  the  Weat  pay  more  than  aay  ethers  of  equal  num- 
ber for  the  ai^oit  ef  file  Tkiasurr,  SS8;  a  new 
oljeetloB  to  aba  road,  that  it  naa  thrmiiSi  we  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  83S;  bill  laid  on  the  table,  888; 
nof^  388. 

Boad  <»  Btattt  or  7errtieKsi^  <H^brsiio«  Osfwssis.  SoU, 
379,388,389; 

BoAHX,  JooK,  Bepreseutative  IMai  Virginia,  609:  Sot  In- 
dia^ voL  6. 

Bonanw,  Aeoza,  on  the  Taxoo  pniehaee,  37S ;  on  the  pad- 
nal  inptovenent  of  the  "Stirj,  889;  Senator  from  Bbode 
Idaad,  467 ;  on  the  nrrlvlng  odtaen  of  the  Bevola* 
tion,  495;  on  the  du^  oa  molasses,  68L  Bto  Indtm, 

voi.a 

Boeaaa,  Jaub  A.,  letter  to  Gov.  Troup  oa  Creek  Indiana, 

6US. 

BowAV,  JoBX,  Senator  ftam  EMttadr.  4CT ;  on  the  powers 
of  the  Vlee  President,  018;  on  the  bill  relaUve  to  the  Ju- 
dicial pcooest^  618;  oa  the  dn^  on  lead,  691;  va  Ibe 
dnt7'OBeaida|e,669L  Ae  Adeas  e«L  8. 

BtHftLM,  BnwaMm,  oa  the  read  la  HlfUgaa,S86;  en  the 
dnty  on  salt,  397 ;  Senator  flrom  Ohio,  48T ;  on  a  grant 
of  land  to  Kenyan  Ccdlege,  60&  ^ /«Mf«ai,  voL  8. 
and  ^trders;— la  the  HoBsSk  lemaAa  npra,  668. 

EoMsu,  VnuaH,  Bepnaentattre  ham  Ohto^  6UL 

S 

SaUI>ut^andFtMnQSwiaii.~S*oTndmt,ftiLt.  IHMm 
on  ImportB. 

BAxrouD,  Nathait,  on  the  dnty  on  salt,  990 ;  Senator  fkem 

New  York,  467.  ^  ZndM^  vols.  6,  6, 8. 
SAinfDKas,  Soimn  M^  on  theaccoanto  of  IfMUoe,  XKL 
Savanna^  itU^  t^— Sit  Bidmi,iii.X 
Sawtxb,  Lamm,  on  the  Paaana  IDsilmi,  90B;  on  a  aaval 

aeademr,  4S0;  Bepraaaatatlve  horn  North  Carolina, 

Ajtool  £«Mds  <n /MUofwi.— In  the  Seaat^  a  bill  reUtre  tok 

oonddered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  47Sb 
Seaman,  proUcUon  ^.-~8tt  7n<2w,  vola.  6. 4. 
StantM,  Foreign  M4rcAani.—S6t  IndM,  voL  6. 
Stal  V  tfoeerwaenl— i&e  Indta,       It  %  6i  & 
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Aoret  ProcM<U»ff»,ptaiUoaltvn<tf.—^  TndM,  rol  4. 

tnUHon  £aK.—Ia  the  Home,  naolaUoBs  relallTS  to,  SSI; 
ft  pnaablt  utd  nndntlon  nUtlTfl  to,  mbmlttod,  Ml; 
BsalifMttoiiulM  tlw  put  nbmrlant  tonrpwpow 
of  flMtmnporaiy  aztftAMnt,  Ml;  i  qoMtfam  ponly  <tf 
aMiHt  jDrtloa  ud  eoBrittaUead  Iftv,  an  J  Ud  <a  ttt 

table,  an. 

StdUkm  Lam  tifrtW.—Si»  Tob.  4,  ^  JMn, 

ToL  1— />v«MfM  J/wuKTM  Olid  MINmw  FrooUcH. 

BamtnaU  War.SM  TndM,  tA  ft. 

&fMri«  oonrenea  *t  seoond  mwIoii  of  Iffth  CongreBa,  SM; 
udi<yan>t  ktcloM  rfseeondMnloo  of  IMi  Congnas,  844; 
ooavoM  kt  flntmriai  of  Wth  Congras,  46T ;  idJonnia 
•t  oloM  of  flnt  MMhui  of  aoth  Cosgraai,  aoe. 

BmauMt,  Sema^  BrpnmatMn  Horn  Fnnqinala,  aoa; 
on  nlrctiohiDM^  nr.  Am  AdMB.Tiria.OktlT,  & 

fliTWOom,  HouTTO,  Sonator  from  YeraaoBt,  4K.  <Sm  A- 
<f«^  nda.  T,  & 

Snpann,  A.      BapreMntattr*  from  Korth  OaroUna,  Cta 

Bill,  Tbomas      BeprawnUtlTe  fivni  Feansrlnola,  89. 

BiUWM^  HAtBAiUL,  oa  pAjment  of  deported  800; 
BoBStor  ttam  Tfimrlmintfi,  dST ;  on  the  French  Golo- 
aUTradBtlMB^  A«iiKt«a.Tolt.  ^T. 

OOM  2WMlfl,  ^^HflON^nSM  Mm^  T0l&  ^  a,  T. 

Am  FmwIIi^  reMhIta  rebitlve  to  eetioei  oi;  tt 

Slav«$,  aetion  tf  Miama.—S—  MttK,  toL  4. 

Awe*  ilfpofM,— In  the  BenBta,  the  bUl  to  prorlde  fbr 
the  Mttlement  of  eUlma  nnder  the  fltst  ertlole  of 
the  treaty  of  Qhent,  oouldered,  SOS;  rarloiu  ob- 
JwUona  offered,  SOS;  the  bUl  enlbreea  upM  the 
halted  Statea  the  altematlT«  of  either  taUng  the  moneT- 
and  glTlng  fbnr  per  cent  Intereat,  or  of  tnrestlng  It  In 
ftm  par  eeit  tleafc:,  800 ;  vhr  not  let  the  ConuB]«l0BMa 
flT«  the  Intaraat  and  proOt  on  tUa  nm  dm  the  dalm* 
utatotbeinlSW;  two  plans  anggastad,  onetodepodt 
In  the  Treaenij  and  emploj  It  as  well  as  possible,  and 
tlie  other,  to  InTeat  It  In  eome  prodactlTe  stock,  800; 
farther  objections  to  the  tenth  aeotion,  800, 810 ;  amend- 
ments mored,  811 ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading^  8U;  te- 
MMnmttted,  8U.  Se*  IiuUa,  vol «.  Bo,  ftagltlTe.— Aa 
/Mba,  Tola.  B,  a,  T.  Do^  ImportattM  oC-Am  JiMtM^ 
TcL  a^  and  TaL  8^  dnUaa  on  Imperta.  Do.,ln< 

demnltj  tor.— 8—  Indeai,  toL  8.  Do^  migratloa  tt— 
5m  {M^ae,  vaL  &  So,  petltions.-^Ae  Ittdme,  yoIs.  1, 

iVMM,  eoatt  iratupOTiaMan  qf,  eonektared,  Ml, 

Am  Trade,  mpprftton  tts^In  the  Senate,  a  bUI  con- 
•ldai*d,0D>;  obfeet  of  the  large  vpropifatlon,8M;  any 
rapeft  «n  tenon  expendltnrea,  aOT;  potent  against  the 
mauMvIawUeh  It  fa  bnn^lMlbre  Uw  Benata,  «I>T. 
An  ImOm,  Tola.  9,  T. 

Ocutery  in  M«  IHttrUit  qf  CWtmiMa— In  the  Hoim,  a  me- 
morial,  that  aO  cUldren  hereafter  bom  In  the  Blitriet, 
of  sUre  parcata,  aball  be  free,  oonsiderad,  415;  we  are 
repieaentaUvea  of  the  people  of  the  Dtstrlot,  41S;  thej 
have  no  voice,  4U ;  they  have  not  petitioned,  418 ;  print- 
tog  opposed,  41S;  motivet  of  the  petttloneia,  tiS;  the 
paper  ibonld  sot  bo  promnlgated  by  an  order  of  this 
Hoosa,  418;  laid  on  tbe  table,  4U,  8«»  If*Am,  voL  fi. 

AtMerp,  rMtOtMotu  retattve  to,  in,  ntv  BtaU.—8»»  IndM, 
vote.  8,  6,  and  7iMt«^  vol  %  TtrrttarUt, 

Oavery,  ir»gro,  i*.  South  AmerUa.—S**  IiiOm,  toL  & 

Bloaxb,  Joair,  Bapresentatlve  from  Ohio,  nOL 

Bloopt  «f  War.—3e4  Jndtm,  toL  7. 

BMtta,  Jomt,  the  case  of — iSm  /ndev,  ToL  9. 

amaUArmet  Fesaets.— Am  Mm,  toI.  0. 

BxRH,  Sakoxi,  on  the  reHef  of  rtrolatloBUj  offleera,  m ; 
ontheraadtn  Mlofalgau,98S;  on  the  reUef  of  snfltaers 
■t  Alexandria,  tS«;  on  the  dotf  on  salt,  SSS-W;  on 
payment  of  departed  sUres,  SOS;  on  the  gradnal  Im- 
^oreawnt  of  the  Sktj,  881;  Senator  turn  Harrlutd, 


487 ;  on  Indemnlfloatloa  to  Imlffian,  474 ;  aa  tta 
enof  tbo  Tloe  Preddeat,  607;  on  the  pnbUe  Oebt,  W; 
on  the  French  Colonial  trade,  B64;  «i  tb«  dat?' «e  >^ 
Sn;  aiitbeaarTlTOiaaftlioBaToliitlo^BeB;«wn9riB 
i»r  lliii  riHiiiliailsiiil  iiiail.nnt,  nn  Ilia  ilnlj  ii  iiaiidiill. 
m»;ontha  datyoa  lad^  Bat^  50^  BVT;  «■  tte*^ 
•a  WMrileB  Un^e^SH;  «  tba  iatj  watt^  Mi- 
Am  HtdM,  T<te  a,    4,    8;  7,  & 

BMitB,  Wn-uAit,  on  thediityonaalt,in;  oa  Thi  TiiIimIb 
tlon  Sodety,  808;  on  the  pqrmMit  for  dqwitad  Aim, 
800 ;  on  the  gndnal  ImproTctnent  of  the  ^kvj,  Ut,  98; 
on  the  Ohio  Tnmpike  bill,  848 ;  Senator  trm  SmA 
Carolina,  4ffr;  oo  the  surviving  ofltoere  ct  the  Kodi 
tlon,  480;  oa  the  powers  of  the  mea  Frsaidea^  SIMU; 
«B  the  ottce  of  lb}«r>Oenenl,  HT;  qb  tkeaontvaa 
of  the  Bevohitlon,  688 ;  oo  the  dntj  oamv  veols^M. 

Sum,  Otrraa  H.,  BepresentatfTa  from  ladiaii^  CM. 

Skttk,  AuzAroan,  BepreseBtattre  from  Ylrglaia,  CUl  Sm 
Index,  voU.  C  7,  8l  j 

Betdim-tofthe  jeMwteMon.-AM  IndM,-na^t,  C 

S(mthAm*ttemSI«U%.—8t»  JndtK,,  nM,  a,  T. 

Anrfft  CawtWwa,  efci<a»^— lathe  Bttata,  a  bfll  ferae  ad- 
Jutment  of  Oe  dalma  of  Bonth  Cbidlaa  a^m^  Ska 
United  States,  owddered,  (m 

4tM<N,  raM«>''a»  ^  Aa  7t'a^<^Ut8L— Aa  Mai  nLt 

^aefa  JayMwIfc— Am  Hdim,-vtL\ 

BptoU,  trantportatton  ^  to  pubUa  wasarf  raaarft  Sm 
Ittde^  tqL  7. 

SFUsca,  PzLM,  on  the  Uaaseehnaetla  mlUUn  dafsa^  Bl; 

Ml  the  relief  of  revotntlanarx  oOowa,  939 ;  ITinaiaials 

tlTO frwn  Uaine, 800.  iSMiMaa^ToL& 
Sraoo,  MiceaaL  C,  Bepreeentadve  &<om  IfBylaad,  Ml. 
STAaaaaar,' WnjUAi^  SqmaoiitatlTe  from  OUo,  CdL 
Ataadfnr  CbwniWew  qf  CU  AtMOtai— fba  mode  aT  O* 

appointment  dlscnssed,  878. 
Slaie  Salaneee.—8»e  Ihdem,  toL  S. 
St  I>omtngo,—aee  Indev,  vola.  8,  T. 
StenoffrapAert,  in  the  Honae  debate  rdatlve  te^ 
SnraaaaoK,  JAnaa      KepreaeutaUro  frotn  P»iim}liwK 

800;  OB  Oe  Creek  Tm^,M7;  oaaaAien  brink 

Abxaodiln,  88&  Am Adso^ToLa 
ScaranoH,  Ahubbw,  on  dntlea  cai  wsid  nad  woollea^M; 

remarks  on  a  veto  <rf  thanks^  48B;  deoted  Speaker;  W; 

remarica,  809;  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  Od.  Bm 

Mias,  ToL  a  I 
BmiOExa,  Johk  B.,  BepreeentatlTe  from  PeumjlrBsk,  n  | 
SnwAXT,  Akduv,  on  relief  to  theFloi1daIiidlan%18C;i4i; 

Bepreeentatlve  from  Penn^lTanla,  800;  on  the  Bankrf 

the  United  Btatea,  818;  OB  letnnebneB^aai  AMfr 

d««i,ToL  8. 

AliMfe^  .nea  JKHma  iTam^^         ToL  a 
BvOBBa,  HaKBT  Bi  on  snfbrera  l^llre  IaiU«zaadrlB,W; 
on  the  Polar  expedlUon,  418;  on  the  Brittah  OdvU 
Trade,  4S8;  on  Uve  oak  timber,  4M;  BcpmutMhe  < 
from  New  Tork,  800 ;  on  the  case  ot  MarlgnT'  D'Am» 
lve,«Sl;  on  a  pelntli«  of  the  betlle  of  KnrOOmm, 
880.  ^/n4teF,T0la.S,T,&  | 
BTowa,  JOHM      BepreaentatlTe  ftem  Mev  Task,  801 
BxBOMS,  Jaw,  on  gmrta  to  the  Qm^w  ladaaa,  488;  Bif- 
re8entaUirefhimI!reirToric,808;  oa  the  eaaa  af  Knit- 
07  ITAnteriTe,  880. 
Si^ferere  at  AteKondHa.  reU^cfthe.  —In  the  B«iiste,  lm« 

asked  and  obtained  to  bring  in  a  bOl  fer  the  reUef  of  At  i 
indigent  soAreis  by  fire  In  Alexandria,  S85 ;  a  wat^nA  « 
which  it  wonld  be  Impropor  and  inexpedient  to  baUst^ 
SS8;  these  people  nnder  the  eare  of  the  Unfted  Stata, 
asa ;  ainllar  relief  glTCB  br  Oeagreaa,  asa;  eaaaot  pit 
oar  hands  Into  the  pockets  of  onr  oomMtaeala  whs  M 
sofferod  eqnall]'  bj  the  aame  deronrfag  elemeat,  M; 
bill,  887;  In  thoHonse  areaolntioB  toapproprtateaiSB 
fte  the  reUtfo^  eeoddered,  *88;  better  to  wtfbdnw  Ua 
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nagtettcm  till  tb«  exUat  of  the  iaSvy  oui  b*  koowa, 
888;  qa«tloii«f  nItomMdlMiUMd,8e8;  bOl  nportod, 
88i;  «steDt4tfttwfli«,8S4;moTedtaflUdMbtaiikiritli 
«90,000^8$4;  praunU*  offisNd  to  Uw  blll,8S4;  one  of 
Imm  PnU,  885 ;  CongreM  poaMUM  no  power  to  voto 
mw*y  the  publla  maocj,  «ieept  for  pnbUo  pnrpofles,  880; 
wb*a  ma  it  eoatonded  btloto  that  OongreM  bad  not  tbo 
p<nm-ambtMedtiitlt«UIl,nB;pi!HBdBBt%S8S;satbor> 
Ity  pntoDded  to  ba  dwlTed  ftom  tlia  (Imuo  iMng  w 
eluatre  Joriadietloa  over  the  DMriot,  880;  Mt  glvliic 
nUsf  toOuMOH  TNd,888;  tb«  power  irtateh  nut  bo 
■oatkliiod  br  tUs  HooM  befon  this  bill  oonU  ftm  li  oiis 
<pf  gigaiitle  >nd  ■homing  aztent,  SSt;  altOT  wltiiMsing 
the  seene  of  dUtrese  It  U  idipoaslble  to  Nftue  aiMBt  to 
this  blU,  886;  pow«ra  of  the  Genersl  end  State  OoTern- 
inente,  88T;  pieoedenti  ct  no  Mthorltf,  88T;  we  tre  » 
I.egl8bitnn  fnr  the  DMilet  le  well  es  Ibr  the  Union,  8ST ; 
weh>Tepow«rt0t^tlMmono7of  tbe  people  <rf  thU 
District  by  tax,  aod  U  the  power  denied  oi  to  retara  tbem 
Am  whole  «r  mj  pmtlon  of  Itf  t87;  where  li  the  n- 
preme  leglsUtlTe  power  orer  this  dlatriot,  end  In  whom  t 
186 ;  Tuiom  sets  of  Congreaa  reUtfng  to  the  District, 
888 1  we  hold  no  shere  of  the  monej  in  the  Tressarj'  es 
the  monej  of  the  Butes,  end  another  In  our  cheraeter  u 
the  legislature  ot  the  Distriet,«88;  what  iKre  the  dr. 
ODiiiitueMt  SSI;  the  eBthnl^  Sir  the  exdusive  legls- 
latloti  oMdd  ftMr  ambiue  all  tbe  exerelse  of  power 
■iiimiaij  for  the  measure,  888;  eonetltotloiial  objeotlons 
do  not  spjiij,  SSI;  the  power  of  i^^opriating  pablio 
ntoBejr  In  this  district  Inseparable  to  ezdnalTe  legislation, 
StO;  It  Is  an  ordinary  fonetlon  of  omnldpal  power,  880; 
00 aid  not  Congreta  enact  poor  lawa  for  the  district  rsW; 
M  eonstitntlonal  qnestlon  Umdved  in  the  ease)  890; 
oonstltntlonel  dutj  of  protection  and  u  act  of  hnmani^, 
801 ;  if  the  power  to  giro  this  moner  doea  not  arise  ont 
of  the  right  of  ezduslTe  legislation,  thai  It  la  admitted 
««  hare  it  not,  Ml;  whatlathia  UUrSIl;  dew  It  eon- 
taln  an/  thing  mora  thaa  •  simple  gUtrSSl;  wttbout 
teferenoe  to  pnbilo  naee  or  pnblio  serrloes,  881. 

A  question  reepectlag  the  grant  of  national  ftinds, 
Sn ;  whenoe  do  we  derive  osr  power  to  raise  monej  and 
fplj  ItT  8W;  If  an  appUestlonof  the  pnbUo  monoj,  like 
this,  can  be  oovered  nnder  the  power  of  exoloslre  legis- 
Istlon  be  this  Dlstriot,  the  ooastltntiou  hM,  in  Tain, 
Bonght  to  flz  a  praoUeal  Unit  to  onr  powan  orer  the 
pnbUe  pone,  US;  the  general  and  pertknUr  powers  of 
Congress,  Stt;  the  power  la  given  wltbont  Uraltollwi,  It 
can  therefore  onlj  be  limited  hy  discretion,  8W;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  898;  paased,  801 
Atflpsn  <«  War.—JSM  IntUa,  toL  8. 
Amday  Mailt.— 8teln4«ai,  rols.  H,  T. 
SVTHBBLAire,  JoBL      BopreeestatlTe  from  Penntrlranlai 

M»;  OB  the  eaaa  of  Harlgnr  D*AnteilT%  m. 
AtoMWr  <^SUttM.-iSM  Jnd0B,  ToL  >. 
ftTtf,8unru,BepreBentatlTe  from  New  JetwrtM.  Ae 

AMdlsh  Fesseft,  debate  on  dIsefimloaUng  duties  on,  SSI. 

Acedsn,  OamMwtal  InUreoume  toOA.— la  the  Hoose,  a  bdl 
to  exempt  Swedish  and  Monr^ian  yessels  from  diserim- 
laatlngdatles,4S8;  the  case  does  not  eome  within  the 
ezpieas  pravlstona  of  the  troatj  ot  1834, 438;  relbrred  to 
OMgteas  bjr  the  FnaldaBt,  411;  vnendment  effsred, 
dn;  the  aarlgatlon  law  of  thia  eoontrr  opaaij  dlsre- 
ptded  as  veQ  as  laws  inpaafng  dlserimtnating  duties, 
4tt;  biU  ordered  to  a  tiilrd  reading.  4SI. 

SwDi^  BawAHta,  BepreaentatlTo  from  Tennon^  Mfc 

X 

Z(Md(a|Ni  JfMoii^In  the  House,  an  Item  qi^ropilatinf 
IMOO  aa  OBtat  to  a  Ulidatar  to  tka  Aeahv*  Goafraa^ 


«OBsldand,M;  ftuthor  t^fpngMOen  tit  mmy  mat- 
esaaary.dW;  Oa  PresMeBt  aBftwl^Bd  to  datatnlna  th» 
amount  of  0Btflt,4S9;  obJocUona  to  the  spproprUtlon 
eonsldered,  480;  not  expedient,  480;  Is  it  Intended  to 
question  the  ri^t  of  the  heiia  ef  Ur.  Andenon  to  an 
ontflt  r  480 ;  the  former  appropriatiol  expended,  480 ;  a 
balanoe  remains  from  the  spproprlatSon  of  last  session, 
dn ;  the  ooBmdttee  mart  satisfy  the  Honse  that  tbste 
oalmlatiott  ta  eorreot,  481;  the  eonndttoa  have  dono 
their  ibitf ,  dIS ;  a  pnporittoB  to  glra  a  geBtlenan  t8»0 
fbr  traTelHBg  nbmnflM,  488 ;  (100,000  alroadf  expeulad 
on  this  abonlTe  aolaslon,  489 ;  It  la  said  the  President 
and  Beuato  baTs  iBstitated  the  mission,  and  we  are 
bound  to  carry  It  out,  489 ;  we  are  not  invited  to  this  new 
Oongreaa,  488 ;  delay  oeessloned  by  the  oppodtfon,  48S ; 
obloet  of  the  q>propriatton,  488;  this  fond  alreadf 
charged  with  two  OBtllta,4S4;  ooneottoii  ef  statamoit^ 
484 ;  oljeet  of  the  emnmittoe  to  aivport  the  tapoHant 
dlptomatte  rolalfawa  rftba  oonntiy  alaoad,  480 ;  tha 
•ipandad  ^pnqnlatlon  cf  last  year  ozai!rined,4SS;ai« 
we  now  satlslled  Oat  sneh  hardship  existed  In  lb. 
Poinsett's  case  as  to  JnstUy  the  indirect  repeal  ot  the 
act  of  mot  488;  that  ^kpropriatlon  lost,  48T;  HHM 
esrried,48T. 

TALLUnaaOi,  Jon,  Repreeeutatlre  ftom  TUginUL,  dlOk 

&«Ad«a^T0la.9,4,& 
TATTirALL,  EnwABn  r.,  OB  tha  Oraak  Tntiy,  8U;  m  tht 

New  Greek  TMa^,  ISO.  &«  Maa,  Tola.  T,  &. 
7biMB,(Hreot— i8*«iiida),ToIa.l^B^8.  Do.,  ITar.— 

cUa,  ToLS. 

Tatiob,  Jobs  W.,  Bpeaker  of  the  House,  SIS;  Bapreaenta- 
tire  from  New  ToHl,  001 ;  on  the  oase  ofUarlgar  D'An* 
tertre,  080;  relattve  to  eaptnrod  Africans,  fttt;  mi  ro- 
trenobment,  019.  Sm  IndM,  toIs.  6|  <^  7. 

TiXmwMLL,  Xh  v.,  <m  p^ment  of  deported  alaTsa,  810-Sll; 
Benator  from  Vlrglala,  48T ;  on  the  powers  of  the  Tie* 
Preddeat,  004,000;  on  the  ofBoe  trf  H^Jor-Oenotal,  OH; 
<»  the  French  Colonial  TI«d^OM-WT.  SssAidsa^ToLB. 

TbiuMsese,  AdntUtio*  ef.—Btt  Iitdtu,  toL  1. 

TtrHtortal  ffo9$ntmMU.—St*  /ndeo^  toL  A 

TifrilQrial  ffoesraora.— In  the  House,  a  r«oolntton  offered 
relatlre  to  the  QoremorsUp  of  Arkansas*  4SSi 

TtrriioH49.~A*  IndM,  -nik.  1, 9,  e.'i  & 

TMiita,  Jnn  Seaator  fi«B  imMla,4ST.  SttXadm, 
Tols.  T.  SL 

Thokpsoh,  Albxutobb,  of  Penn.,  on  the  Panatna  Mission, 

m    ^ /ndMt,  ToL  8.  . 
TBoitreoM,  Wilit,  on  the  New  Creek  Tnakg^  MS;  on  land 

claims  In  Ohio,  878, 8T4 ;  BeprasoBtattTe  from  Georgia, 

«!&   8m  IndtK,  Tola.  T,  8. 
THOXpaoN,  Hn>«^  BepresentetlTO  ftom  K«w  Smtf,  9M. 
TitU  ftfpMMmt—h«*  Mm,  toL  1. 
ToMumOM;  OnHKor,  on  dlsorlnrinallng  dBtlaa  on  Bwedlsh 

Tfoofiln.  S6I;  on  oommerdal  iBtereosna  wltii  Sweden, 

428;  on  the  British  Trade,  4&4'4&&   As  Initm,  toIl 

S,7,& 

Tbrpedo  BBpv<mmL—Se*  JiMtsas  toL  7. 
TVeaeon  anid  StdOion  d^ad.—SM  IndM,  toI.  a, 
TVeoeim,  PwtMmMt  <^.—3m  Indme,  toL  i, 
TVwevry  ^o<e«;— Am  Indhm,  t<A.  S. 
TVeontiv.— iSh  litd»,j<^  1, 1 

SVsalv,  Am  OMfc— Ib  the  HoOBi,  •  Keaaage  from  tbo 
FresManI,  S8S;  lettM>lhMBtheSeerrtaz7<i'Var;Teean- 
nendlBg  an  af^troprfatlan,  H) ;  sow  asked  to  ^propri- 
ate  money  for  the  esecntloD  oT  a  eontraot  whose  avowed 
oljeet  la,  U  an  additional  expense  of  near  half  a  mlllloB 
of  dollars,  to  set  aside  a  prevloas  contract  made  nnder 
the  authority  of  the  XJnited  Btotca,  948;  this  oontract 
has  been  approved  and  tainted  by  tbe  Benate,  the  same 
as  the  one  to  bo  set  aside,  948;  groond  lot  setting  It 
aiida  b  tha  nfBaal  of  «M  oftba  pMrtha  to  onoBta  tt  oa 
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UwaUegktioiiUwt  ttw  panonawhomade  it  had  notoom- 
petoat  anUiwUr,  US;  hww  atowt  tta*  qneatton  when  tbv 
flnt  Gontraet  waa  nudef  MS;  OongnM  appraitfiatad 
uoBsj'  to  extlDgnlah  the  Oraak  tttla  to  Uod  In  Oeoigla; 
tba  Dogotiatloo  was  for  all  tlw  Uod  ooenpM  bj  tiwm 
In  GeorjfU  and  Alabama,  and  nmlj  all  In  both  BUI«a 
ma  «eded,  248 ;  what  exertloiia  have  bMn  made  to  axe- 
eate  a  ountract  thna  made  f  Mi ;  proee«dlngs  taken,  844 ; 
dIffereDM  betwoan  tlui  two  contraota,  MB;  oootrorenr 
between  OvorgU  aod  the  ExeentlTO  of  the  Untted  State*, 
H5;  noaeiloitaoItlMthtt  totlio  paMaco  of  the  bfUs  If 
tlM  oomtitutloiial  dUBonltf  mn  Tomored,  MO;  the 
State  of  Guorgfa  waa  piepMwd  to  exooato  the  old  trc*^, 
SM;  ttieaat|)ecthaaabcoi!liitontliewlioleiiBtioa,MT; 
biU  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  M7 ;  pn>t«flt  In  behalf  of 
the  delefatlon  of  QeorgU  read,  848;  the  protest,  M3; 
leeoluUon  to  enter  It  ott  the  Joamal  offered,  M0 ;  metelj 
a  detail  of  reasons  if  the  minorltf  for  their  rolea  on  the 
appropriation  bill,  MS;  reeoltitlon  adopted,  850. 

Beport  of  Um  Comndtto  of  Con&reaee  on  the  dlM^a 
BMBt  vS  the  two  Howaa,  ooaaldond,  SH;  a  atapendons 
fkud  Intended,  It  aeema,  by  the  delevttlos  who  had 
fbnned  with  the  Soet«tBT7  of  Tar  the  new  contract,  SOft; 
the  ohUth  had  combined  to  pnt  Into  their  poeketa  and 
tboae  of  a  few  aelect  Mends,  three-fourths  of  the  flret  pay- 
ment, !3C;  thebeUareperfectljnnderatoodBttheWar 
Department,  3S&;  the  oniy  matter  which  can  bear  discos- 
•lon  ia,  how  ahall  the  tieadieTr  be  panlshedf  S96;  state- 
nmt  of  thoIwUattBnnM  shows  how  the  dalm  wonM 
atMid,SHrths  trvMBotloa,  U6 ;  details,  W;  tbeCble' 
Molntosh,  07;  strtamania  In  the  report  of  the  Com- 
ii^ttoe,!ST;  eonuawts  o«  the  list  of  worthies  ud  the 
prtee  to  be  paid  to  each,  £58 ;  Inflnenee  at  the  Chero- 
keea  In  the  Creek  nation,  SCft, 

The  Hoase  Is  now  snbetantially  debating  whether  It 
will  oarrj  Into  effeet  a  treaty  oonatltntlonally  made 
b/  the  Preaident,  and  whether  It  would  or  wonld  not 
lands  tbeUmltoflT  thstrss^4BBklng power,  SD8;  the 
sti^endons  flmd  aid  to  hare  been  oontemplated,  SW ; 
the  Becootarr  of  ir«r  Is  ut  ohaiKsable  with  anj  hnpnv- 
sr  eoBdnot,  SN;  what  hat  boon  the  ehargs  agalnat 
Qoorgiar  sat;  no  soppreaslon  or  eoneeatment  baa  been 
dealgned,  800 ;  those  who  orlflnated  the  abuse  ofOeo^a, 
the  Administrators  of  the  Federal  Ooverment,  are  alMnt 
to  aniTer  the  recoil,  SM;  the  funlcst  tr^nd  haa  been  com- 
mitted bjr  soma  indlrldoala,  MO;  fhrther  debate,  861, 
989;  theqneetloanowbeAiratheHonsedMBBatlnvolTe 
thsqneatloaofthotMatyorthseluaMteroflndiTldnals, , 
969;  the  OoTSinment  ovght  to  pdrsoe  Utemny  the  atlp- 
nlatlons  of  the  trea^,  969;  the  orMsnos.of  fraud  ex- 
hibited In  the  doeaments,  964;  qneathm  on  sfioetBg 
with  the  Committee  of  Conftrenoo,  oarrled.— As  Orttt 
Ikdtm  yeffottaUtm,  roL  & 
TVeaty  vHth  Great  SrUatn.—8u  Ind^  toL  1 

Tnatl/     Ghoul,  OmmmMomp  tmdsr,-^  Indam^  voL  8. 
TlBSTAKT,  Jambs,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Virginia,  610:  B«« 
JMe>VT<d.8L 

Tbhbu,  Datis,  on  Sonth  AmsikMi  relatloM^  66;  on 
amendment  to  the  eonstttnUon,  86.  j8«e  Indm,  toIs. 
6,7.& 

Tmuv,  G.  IL,  letter  relaUre  to  tbe  Greek  nation,  S09. 
Tbaot,  Pbdibab      KepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  609. 
TrOKxa,  Enmizn,  RapreeentatlTO  from  New  Jersey,  609. 

AsA(fw;ToL8. 
TtroDE,  Smum,  BepreaentatiT*  ftom.  Bonth  OaroUaa, 

eiOl  Am  AdMS  T<di>    T,  8. 
Tmomi,  Daxhl,  B^>rsoentBtlTo  ftooB  Voitii  OaroUnn,  610^ 
nso^Urcff  rota.— Am  Aden,  roL  4. 
Tiuot,  Jonw,  Senator  fhan  Virginia,  46T ;  on  th«  powers  of 

thA^eo  PieatdeatiBni  M n iraat  of  Isad  toKoBjon 


College,W8;  on  the  pajrment  of  latonot  to  Statas^  KL 
U 

{Man,  JMasoMtas  q|i;-«M  AAa^  VOL  «. 

VnUtd  BkOM  mut  Gtorfria^—ln  the  Sennio,  a  M^^aWm 
the  President,  relaUve  to,  9N;  moved  to  reCtr  to  Ha 
Judidary  Commtttee,  800;  statements  of  the  Tlfiasni. 
860;  certain  offloers  of  the  eute  of  Oeorgia,  acting  with- 
In  the  limits  of  that  State  and  nnderUwaathflrt^erjb 
lawa,  hare  vloUted,  aeeordlBC  to  Us  eoutmOo^  aa 
aetof  Gongreaa;  he  is  anthorlxed  to  amat  tboas  a&n 
and,  probably,  has  done  ao,  800;  does  the  CMe  stated  •« 
onder  tiis  prorWoas-  of  the  Act  of  OoBgreaa  etated  in 
the  UeaaageTSOl  ;  Is  the  reeort  to  military  forte  b^n 
Jadldal  Inquliy  Is  had,  an  q>proprIato  node  of  deta> 
mining  the  rl^ts  ef  one  of  tbe  soreretga  Statea  of  tUi 
Confederacy  f  SOI ;  has  not  the  Stale  of  QeorglB  an  efori 
right  to  soch  Inqoliy  1 801 ;  tnoTod  to  reter  to  a  aelsct 
eommtttee,  808;  referred,  869;  ftartber  docoineata, 8K. 
In  the  Honse,  a  Hsaaags  from  ths  Presideat  oanlfr 
'  ered,dll;  thoolrenmitaneasnowpwssiitsd  IninehftM 
as  to  render  a  dsdsloB  between  Exeoatlve  asd  tta 
State  ot  Georgia' neeeasaiy,  411;  the  State  aotbatM« 
hare  done  nothing  In  rlolatloa  4rf  the  eonstltntloni,  411; 
no  leglalaUon  anticipated,  418;  nothing  te  fe»r  tt  the 
General  Qovemment  did  not  lnt»Ar«  and  aUmokb 
the  Indians  to  reelatano^  413 ;  two  Mr*  to  this  qaeatk^ 
419;  If  the  Indiana  have  righU  wbldi  the  United  Statv 
are  bonnd  to  protect,  they  will  be  ptoteetod,  419;  M 
the  eaaa  hno  a  Air  laveatlgntfon,  419;  aercnl  SMh 
hare  already  exerebed  their  rl^ts  over  tbe  ladlsB^aad 
others  Intend  to  do  so,  418;  three  great  qnesUoas  la- 
rolved,  418;  Isid  on  the  table,  4U;  ffff'll'tllllllll 
lolatlTo  to,  400;  report,  464. 

V 

Foootoaltea,— As  Mm,  toL  T. 

TAMBtraxR,  UaaTix,ontbednfyon  aalt,t9S-W;  SsatK 
from  New  Turk,  467 ;  on  the  inrvlrlng  offloeiB  of  tb* 
rerolntion,  419;  on  tbe  powers  of  tbe  Vice  PnMaH, 
005;  on  theanrrlvotsof  the  Berolotlooi,  CS&  8m  Jiwte, 
Tola.  T,  a 

Vahos,  Josxph,  on  amendment  to  the  ecmstitntloB,  ST;  on 

Georgia  MllItU  Claims,  84S ;  on  roads  In  Hichlgaa,  M; 

on  land  Claims  In  Ohio,  815;  EepreeentatlTe  from  OhK 

610.  Se«Jndee>,  T(ds.T,8. 
TAMPiwawtan,  CL,  Ua  sonuDanleBtton  to  tho  Boose,  4IS. 
TAi(DTKx,NioBOLAS,d«eoase<4S6&  8»»I»dm,rtiM.t,1,t 
Yak  Honvn,  Earr,  Representatlro  from  PoansTlTanla^  M 

jSee  IndM,  roL  6. 
Vas  BxmsaLAKB,  B.,  Represeatattra  ftom  Sew  601 

jSm  Indtm,  rols.  7,  S. 
TAamm,  Jonn,  HepreaentatlTO  ftow  yatsauhassHs,  609.  Ai 

Jndtm,  YoL  9. 

TaanwcK,  GnUAir  CI,  on  Sonth  AmerlosB  rriatloBa,  69-9; 
Beprasontatira  friHnHewToifc,609;  ontba  eoasti■^ 

Toy,  640,  8e«  Indtm,  voL  & 
V*mU,  SeffiM4rt»ff  and  Cl«aH»g.~8M  Irtdm,  roL  1 
Fioe  PretidMt,  Powtrt  of  Ue.— In  the  Senate,  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  rerlse  the  mks,  oonddered,  6M; 
the  Ttoe  President  has  no  power  to  call  a  Seaato  ta 
order,  Ibr  words  spoken  In  debate,  004;  heshonUliare 
thia  power,  or  Jefferson's  Manual  shonid  be  IbOaved, 
B06;  If  he  Impn^srif  oalls  to  Older,  to  whom  are  ve  Is 
^q>eair  695;  yoa  dotha  him  with  a  dangeroos  pewit, 
DOB;  conld  pnt  a  member  down,  50B;  mast  hare  pom 
to  preeerre  order,  005;  the  offloe  does  not  etmfir  ths 
ttfU  to  «dl  to  ardsf^  690;  tha  two  Howsa  havt  As 
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rigbt  to  nukkv  tltelr  own  rulM,  OM ;  wonld  be  to  acca- 
maUUon  of  nnnopawary  povor  In  Imaponalblo  bnods, 
Mt;  ho  ma;  abnM  this  power,  and  the  Senato  be  wltb- 
<mtnnwdj,BM;  putMeiiM,BOI;  debatM  In  the  BriUcb 
FnrUuiMirtiOOl;  hti  iaty  to  decide  egraeebly  to  nich 
nlee  ■■  are  nude  for  tala  goidaiwe,  DOT;  he  bobb  hli 
olilco  independent  of  tbeBenate,  007;  u  vpeel  to  worth 
nothing,  WT;  Tloe  Prealdent  to  not  a  member  of  the 
Benate,  Wl ;  power  not  given  him  hf  the  oonatltntlon, 
BOS;  prlTilegee  of  the  Senate,  009;  the  question,  ttOS: 
the  Senate  bare  the  right  to  give  thto  power,  EWS;  aU 
obJectJoni  to  the  amendment  have  a  bearing  on  the  oon- 
Mtatlonnl  qoeatloo,  BOO;  Ui*  ri^t  of  aroiT  Senator  nd- 
inltted,bat  that  of  the  presfdlog  offlear  denied,  009;  has 
the  riee  Prealdent  Mjr  power,  if  vlrtoe  of  bto  office,  in 
relation  to  qnutlona  of  ordert  610;  the  onljr  power  to 
make  mica  of  order,  510;  bow  the  eonatitntion  desig- 
natea  the  Vice  Preddent,  BIO;  farther  debate,  611-615; 
power  eonferred  npon  the  Tloe  Prealdent,  SIS;  ri^t  of 
appeal  granted,  618. 

Tie*  PrMtdtnft  Jpiwol.— Seport  of  tbo  minority  ot  the 
eommlttoe,  484. 

Ftoe  M*d  Btar  AdminU*.-^  Indta,  roL  d 
ToROs;  Baiiiisl  Pn  m  *o  the  Florida  Indiana,  IM; 
M  bnda  for  aebool  porpoaea,  S87 ;  on  the  Qo^paw  In- 
dians, UO;  on  land  claims  in  Ohlo^  ST4;  on  deaf  and 
dnmb  asylmna,  408 ;  BepraaiBtnllf  from  OMo^  10.  S«* 
IndoD,  vols.  1, 8. 

VirgMa  IffUtary  ZoMtZ*.— As  Indtae^  Tola.  4,  & 

VirffitUa  Land  WarranU.-~See  Indts^  toL  7. 


WabaA  and  Miami  Canal.— Set  Indtm,  toL  8. 

"Waus,  GKono>£.,BepreaentatlTefit>mTonnoBt,M9.  Set 

Indsce,  voL  & 
War,  GmdtKit  <^  au.—Set  ItuUat,  toI.  6. 

yrua,  Xmom,  «  fr«e  negract  In  the  Btotrict  of  CdnmUa, 
BBS;  BepreMnlative  fWim  New  York,  009. 

WaaUityftm  Ctty,  Capturt  <i(.—Set  Indeat,  toL  6. 
IFunmnoM,  JCptetlrtan  portrait  o/.—St9  Indn,  toL  8. 

Do.  JfiUHMMni:— iSm  Indem,  vols.  8,  7. 
WUHiMTOK,  addnoed  as  the  foonder  of  West  Point,  709L 
WusTKK,  D&xnL,  reUUro  to  an  amendment  to  tiie  eonatl- 
tnUon,  67;  on  South  Amertcan  relations,  4*,dS,60;  on 
tko  Paiumn  mlialon,  M,  ;  oBtha  Greek  trentf.MS; 
on  fha  ^totntment  of  ChaigAa,  878 ;  on  land  elalms  in 
(Hdo,S74,87B;  on  the  reUtlons  of  the  United  SUtraand 
Qwgft,  413, 418 ;  Senator  hom  Uaaaachasetts,  467 ;  on 
the  pajrment  of  interest  to  States,  671 ;  on  the  sarrlTOis 
of  the  Bevolatlon,  585 ;  on  the  iaty  on  indigo,  608 ;  on 
the  dnt;  on  cordage,  BOO ;  on  ths  dnty  on  ailks,  008 ;  on 
bmetnnk,ao<.  Aw ihitea^ toIb. T. 

Tum,  Jobm  a,  on  an  ■mtndment  to  the  ooaatitatloB,  47; 
on  the  PaBMnn  niadtm,  ITO;  on  tho  tzportaUon  of  A«e 
pet^  of  eolor,  S70;  on  th«  UI»eriM  Agmv,  44ShI«; 
on  a  Haral  Academy,  4B9;  BepresentntlTO  tnm  ISarj- 
tond,  OOO;  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stateib  on 
BlUtla  oonrts  martial,  ML 

Wat  PoM  Cad4U.—8M  I»dt^  vol «. 

ITsif  PottU  Aoadtrntj/.—Stt  Indtm,  toL  7. 

WMiW^  ViMort  to.— In  the  Senate,  a  motion  to  strike 
Mt  the  iq^tropriatln  for  tbOAxpensee  oi;  considered,  687. 

WtHtm  Afrntrgj—Ta.  the  House,  a  rcsdntion  relative  to, 
MBSldMcd,  8M;  Oto  woA  reqatred  in  tho  West,  800 ;  a 
toltable  location  at  Hoiae-Sboe  Bend  on  the  liek^ 
Blver,  aOO;  reeolntlon  modlflod,  S31 ;  amendment  moved, 
»;  laid  on  the  taUe,  m.  Bte  Indtm,  voL  7. 


Wetltm  Siwrt,  Savigatian  nf.—Btt  Indta^  vol  Bl 
Whttb,  HvOB  L,  on  pajmcot  of  deported  slaves,  800-811; 
on  the  Florida  Indians,  8U;  on  preservation  of  live  oak 
timber,  878;  on  deaf  and  dnmb  ssylnms,  401;  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  487 ;  on  tba  powers  of  the  Tloe  Presi- 
dent, BU ;  retatlTO  to  Tldtoia  at  West  Point,  8M.  Bf 
Atfaa^ToLBL 

Wam,  Jvatn  If.,  Dehgste  from  Florida,  Bia  Set  Indm, 

vol  a 

Whitta,  tMr  inirvtion  on  India*  Be*trvaMon.~St«  lit- 
deal,  ToU  S. 

Wnmn,  Tsoiisa,  Jn.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Han^ 

shire,  008.  As /iutev  vols.  T,  & 
WJdkuftPaimUMglkt^-Stt  Indtm,  tcL  1 
WBiTTuny,  Ximu,  Repreeentstlve  from  Ohio.  AsA> 

tfsa9,T0lftT,& 

WiOKum,  CnAuna  on  Sooth  American  relationa, 
48, 60,  OS,  88 ;  on  the  Psnaow  mission,  07 ;  on  the  new 
Creek  treaty,  SAO ;  on  fi«e  negroes  In  the  DUitriet  of 
Colnmbis,  854 ;  on  the  TscnbSTs  mission,  480 ;  on  Headed 
claim,  446,  448;  Kepresontstlve  from  Kentnckf,  010; 
retotlve  to  csptnred  Africans,  848 ;  on  mill  tin  oooiti 
martisl,  867,  86a.   As /iwfsoi,  voto.  7,  a 

IPMws  and  Orpkant,  Ptntlon  to.— As  Indtm,  tcL  I. 

Wujutr,  CALTn,  Beutor  from  ConMoUcai,  481.  As  Jh- 
<f  sa^  ToL  a 

WuLUHS,  Warr,  lettst  to  Oor.  Troi^  n^witlDg  tho  Gkask 

Indians,  SOS. 

Williams,  Tbomas  H.,  Senator  from  Mtaalsrii^  487,  Af 

Indtm,  veto.  8, 7,  a 
WiLLUMS,  Lbwib,  BepresentatlT*  from  North  Carolina,  930, 

As  Indtm,  vols.  5, 6, 7.  a 
Wtuox,  Hmx  P,,  deoease  U,  8Sa 
Wiusoff,  Ephkaim  K.,  BepresenUtlve  from  Harjland,  Mfc 
Wilson,  Jamis,  BepreoentatlTS  from  Pennsj^ranla,  008, 

As  Indtm,  7. 
Weno,  Aostik  £^  Delegate  from  ]Uehl|an,  610;  retottre  to 

a  canal  In  Michigan,  62B.  As /ndMi,  voL  a 
WnsATM,  Joam  P.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Mains,  60S. 
mftwsssi^  pafmtnl  itf,  <»  /mpsiwltiiisiil  Cbsss;— As  A> 

ifsa^  ToL  & 

Wour,  Onons^  BepresentstiTS  from  Pennsj-lvanto,  808, 

Wood,  Silai,  on  an  amendment  to  the  coustltntlon,  98;  on 
the  Panama  Mission,  101  *  on  sofltoren  hj  Are  In  Alex- 
andrlA,  S90;  on  Deaf  and  Dnmb  Asylams.  404;  £«pr*- 
senUttve  from  New  Tork,  600.  Stt  Indtm,  vols.  6s  7,  a 

Wood,  Jonir,  Jr.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  600; 

Woods,  Jodr,  on  fkea  negroes  in  the  DIstiict  vd  Colombia, 
830 ;  on  the  Chickasaw  and  ChoeUw  Indiana,  408 ;  Bq^ 
rasantadTe  from  Ohio,  810.  As  Adsoi,  toL  a 

WooDnonT,  Lnn,  on  the  dn^  on  sail,  S81 ;  Senator  from 
New  EuDpshlre,  4(7;  on  tho  powsrs  of  the  Tloe  Pjeri- 
dent,  615;  on  snrrivlng  revolatlonarr  officers,  548;  on 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  66S;  on  the  snrvlvora  of  tho 
BevolnUon,  588-684;  on  the  dntf  on  Bllka,60a;  on  tho 
dvt7  on  wlnss,  OOB.  As  Indtm,  voL  a 

WooDcoox,  Datid,  Bepresentative  from  New  Yo^  808: 

Wonmmnnt,  Jobn  <X,  on  BaTdattonary  Penaioners,  878; 
OQ  the  Pauow  MliBloii,  808;  «i  n  Pdar  Bzpedltbni, 
S7S;  BepresentsUvo  from  IbirUnd,  600. 

WuoEt,  J0B>  C,  Bepraeentativo  from  Ohio,  610 ;  relattvo 
to  oaptored  AfHcaas,  8*1-848 ;  on  miUtto  conrts  martial, 
688 ;  on  retrenehmsnt,  6S4.  As  Indtm,  voL  & 

Wbisht,  SiLsa,  Jr.,  oa  South  Amerlsaa  ralstinns,  67-76;  on 
nlief  to  tho  Florida  IndlaM,  387;  oa  froa  aegroes  In  the 
DMiietof  Col«nMa,8S0;  on  laadddma  la  Ohio,  874, 
SIS;  ngottt  OB  tbo  Tlea  Pnatdonfa  Hmaorial,  418; 
w  tho  z^Mt  oa  tba  Tie*  PrasUsBtfe  Appeal,  «8;  m 
ths  British  Ooloafal  Tnds,  481;  BepreseataUro  from 
How  York,  88S^ 

Wmn,  JoB^  on  th*  Pmamn  UhIo^  Itt;  OB  a  Nafj  Yard 
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M;  OB  UmM*  oUitn,  4U;  on  th«  Biittih  CebaOA  \ 
Y 

Takoct,  Jon,  B«pTM«nUtlre  from  Kentn^j,  nO. 

TdMO  Ah-oAom.— In  the  8«ut«, »  bill  for  the  relief  of  mt- 
UIq  penou,  Ae^  eoDaliln«d,ST5;  groDiidaforthefliTor- 
able  report  9t  m  m^loritj  of  the  comiattue,  tT5;  the  de- 
eUon  that  the  Utle  to  one-tenth  of  the  land  released  te 
the  Unitsd  Statee  waa  not  good,  Is  plainlj  erroneoiu,  S7( ; 
groand  of  thUdaeblon  <tf  tba  Board,  SIC;  SspfeiiM  Conrt 
decided  It  to  be  good,  S76;  the  deeUonoT  the  Board  waa 
made  final  ilnoe  the  kiet  of  the  petlttonera,  976 ;  the  qtt«a- 
tlon  not  a  newone,3TA;  reported  agalnatlnl83S,  ST8; 
all  the  okim  or  title  of  the  pnrchaiera,  under  the  Act  of 
Oe«>rKfa,  to  Yuoo  Uuda,  most  be  looked  apoo  as  proper- 
ty obulnad  In  eonseqaenee  of  a  fraadnlent  adranUge 
OTer  the  lava  of  the  land,  STC;  the  ttttrinsie  Joatlee  of  the 
dalm,  STC;  approprUUon  by  Ccngreee,  8T7;  three  sets 
at  clalma,  ST7 ;  Commlasionara  dedded  In  civor  of  the 
tTnlted  Btatea,>T7 ;  the  dalms  <tf  the  New  Sn^d  Com- 
pujooold  bo  pnt  on  no  .batter  fwttag  tbaa  thoaa  of 


their  grantors,  ST8;  voltuitarr  mah&lm  of  lk»  fMf, 
hlmseU;978.  S44  iiMi«B,  Tots.  B,8. 
Tku  amd  ir<iy&— In  Ba■at^nUlT«  to  Am  ni|iilalwia 

<d  oaounltteea,  StS;  relatira  to  salary  of  PoataaM 
General,  285;  on  relief  of  Alexandria  ■oArcn,  W;  m 
thedntyon  saIt,8W-S»;  relstlTe  to  thcPansMlb- 
don,SSS,S28;  <m  laoda  foraeanal  In  lBdiaM,SU;  m 
Aatf  oa  teas,  SH ;  on  pay  of  UeatenaBta  In  tb«  aas;, 
dTB;  on  motion  to  re-oommlt tba  blU  Itartba  zcUrf 
Un.  Daoatnr,  NM;  relatfre  to  the  powan  af  tks  Vise 
PraaMant,  bU;  raUUYo  tolntaranlliBpnmnaata  bit 
abotB%S«S;  «itiiaUnftirthoioUefofHa.Btm,»: 
on  the  paymeBt  of  internet  to  Statoa,  BIS;  onthegnh 
ation  of  pileeof  pobllc  lands,  (MS;  relatire  to  theaa- 
TiTonoftheBeTolutian,fl88;  on  the  Tariff  bOl, 
the  Chea^eake  and  Ohio  Ctiui,  €06;  on  the  istj  m 
vIae^  <U;  on  brerat  rank,  IM;  on  tho  Uaml  (U, 
<07. 

In  the  Honaa,  on  amaadmeBt  to  tba  eMWtHatton.  W; 
OBtheFananiaUi8rion,n8;  onanAnn  bySra  inib 
anndrla,  SSS;  on  tba  dntlao  aa  wooUann,  419;  «■  tta 
appropriation  for  tho  Taenbaya  Wlaalofi,  dSI ;  « tie 
British  Colonial  Ttad^  4M. 
Tbnta. WnuAM a. daeaaae at, H.  SMlmdmtvLt, 
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